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Albania rebels: ‘We are
not about to give up’

Imperialists continue to probe for intervention

BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS
AND TONY HUNT

SARANDA, Albania — “During a rebel-
lion there is dislocation, there can even ap-
pear to be chaos for a period of time until
the question of power is resolved,” said
Gjevat Koucia in an interview here March
18. “But at least we have avoided blood-
shed so far and we are beginning to restore
order in this town. We are not about to give
in. We will not order people to surrender
their weapons and we will not negotiate a
political solution to the crisis until [Presi-
dent] Sali Berisha resigns. There can be no
free and fair elections or transition to nor-
malcy until he is out of office.”

Koucia is the de-facto president of the
defense council of Saranda, a port town of
about 10,000 people near the Greek-Alba-
nian border. The council was formed at the
beginning of March to organize self-defense
units as antigovernment protests turned into
an armed revolt. The entire command of the
army and navy here was dissolved and most
officers and soldiers have joined the rebels
or abandoned their uniforms and gone
home.

On March 18, Militant reporters disem-
barked from the Kalliopi — the little boat

Rebels guard jts seized at Kucove air force base, 60 miles outside the capital, Tirana.

that still does daily trips between

Igoumenitsa, on the northwestern coast of

Greece’s mainland, the Greek island Corfu,
and Saranda. Civilians with Kalashnikov

=

rifles were guarding the port here. Later that
day we saw old Russian tanks guarding the
town’s electric power station, as well as the

Continued on Page 8

Young Socialists build convention

BY JOSHUA CARROLL

ATLANTA — “Clearly there is a lot of
potential to get young people interested in
revolutionary ideas to this convention,” said
Patricia O’Beirne, a leader of the Young
Socialists in Canada. O’Beirne has been on
tour in the United States for the past two
weeks, building the organization’s second
national convention taking place here in
Atlanta March 28-30.

Young Socialists and communist work-
ers of all ages are using the next two weeks
to meet with young fighters interested in
attending the convention and firming up
plans for the trip to Atlanta.

They are setting up speaking engage-
ments at high schools and college campuses,
reaching out through the campaign to win
new readers to the Militant newspaper and
Perspectiva Mundial, and presenting pub-
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Atlanta, Georgia

* No to U.S. war drive against Russia
* Defend the Cuban revolution
* Defend abortion rights
* Stop police brutality
* Equal rights for immigrants
* Fight for Black freedom
* Stop the attacks on affirmative action
* Support striking workers
* Stop the assaults on Social Security

[J 1 am interested in attending the YS convention
[J 1 am interested in joining the Young Socialists
[J Enclosed is $10 (U.S.) for a 12-week subscription to the Militant

lic forums.

Among other activities, YS members are
meeting with leaders of youth and student
groups involved in protest actions around
the country, encouraging them to join in the
efforts to build a delegation to the 14th
World Festival of Youth and Students this
summer. Many of these same people will
want to attend a convention of revolution-
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Workers
strike GM
in Indiana

BY FRANK FORRESTAL

FORT WAYNE, Indiana — In another
display of resistance to GM’s profit drive,
2,700 members of United Auto Workers
(UAW) Local 2209 walked off their jobs
after failing to reach a local agreement by
the March 14 strike deadline. This is the first
time in the local’s 10-year history that it has
gone on strike.

The Fort Wayne Assembly Plant pro-
duces full-size pickup trucks, which are
among GM’s best-selling vehicles. The
truck plant is one of the most modern and
“efficient” in the GM system.

The strike has led to the layoff of 150 auto
parts workers at Johnson Controls, where
the plant’s seats are outsourced. The Fort
Wayne strike is the fifth work stoppage
against the world’s largest automaker in the
past year.

The main demand of the union is to hire
more workers to give some relief from
heavy overtime schedules. One of GM’s
plans is to cut 300 jobs at the truck plant.
Strikers on the picket lines report that a
shortage of workers has prevented UAW
members from taking vacations or getting
days off.

This has led to a backlog of grievances
against the company. Other unresolved is-
sues are health and safety, particularly re-
petitive stress injuries, as well as more than
900 unsettled grievances. Strikers report that
the average age of the workforce is around
45 years old.

Since the plant was opened in 1986, GM

Continued on Page 11

Fund makes
Albania
reporting
trip possible

BY VALERIE JOHNSON

NEW YORK — With this issue Militant
readers are getting their first on-the-scene
report from Albania by an international team
headed up by staff writer Argiris Malapanis.
The reporting team includes Tony Hunt
from London and airline workers Natasha
Terlexis and Bobbis Misailides from Ath-
ens.

Even before the Militant team set foot in
southern Albania, the heart of the popular
uprising against the pro-capitalist regime of
Sali Berisha, the first envelope had already
arrived in the mail from several readers in
Houston. The accompanying note read suc-
cinctly: “$42 to go to Militant to contribute
to trip to Albania.”

Our front-page coverage speaks for itself.
What a contrast between the truthful report-
ing of a socialist newspaper, which gives a
voice to fighting workers and peasants in
Albania, and the crudely class-biased pieces
served up by the hack writers of the New
York Times or Washington Post — every
word dripping with hatred and fear of work-
ers, who to them are nothing but “looters
and thugs” creating “chaos,” “anarchy,” and

an all-round bad example to working people
elsewhere in the world.
The Militant has explained from the start

Continued on Page 4




Korean workers force Seoul to
back off some antilabor laws

On March 10, the south Korean parlia-
ment adopted a revised version of the anti-
labor laws that sparked weeks of mass dem-
onstrations, strikes, and rallies involving
hundreds of thousands of workers in Decem-
ber and January. The new legislation allows
for more than one umbrella union, thus le-
galizing the Korean Confederation of Trade
Unions, and also pushed back for two years
provisions that make it easier to lay off, fire,
or replace workers. The antilabor laws still
include provisions extending more powers
to the secret police and barring teachers from
organizing unions. “We oppose the compro-
mise bill!” chanted 1,000 trade unionists at
a rally in downtown Seoul March 8, when
the new bill was announced.

Bangladeshi cops kill student

Police in Dhaka, Bangladesh, opened fire
on high school students protesting the ex-
pulsion of classmates for allegedly cheating
on English exams there March 13. One 18-
year-old student was killed and 70 more in-
jured while blocking a nearby highway. Cops
claim they sprang into action when students
began to pound on cars.

Comoros workers demand pay

Workers, students, and others in Moroni,
Comoros Islands, shut down “all adminis-
trative and commercial activity,” reports the
Associated Press. In three days of protests,
started March 12, protesters blockaded the
main road to the center of town. Prime Min-
ister Ahmed Abdou blamed the demonstra-
tions on “elements opposed to the regime.”
These “elements” are striking teachers and
other workers who were promised eight
months’ back pay at the beginning of this
year and have yet to see it. Students are call-
ing for the government to meet the demands
of the teachers’ strike. Some angry protest-
ers burned down one of Abdou’s houses.
When the Comoros government sent in cops
to break up the actions, they opened fire on
protesters, killing one and injuring several.
Comoros president Mohamed Taki Abdoul
Karim sent government troops in “reinforce”
the cops.

Why I read

“To understand politics in
New Zealand, you have to
understand politics in the
world, and to do that the

Militant is essential. The inter-

nationalist aspect of the Mili-

tant is one of the most impor-

”»

tant.

Matthew Gibson, member of
Young Socialists and student
Christchurch, New Zealand

6 rally held at the Gdansk shipyard.

; £

1,500 shipyard workers in Gdansk, Poland, protested March 13 against government
plans to lay off 3,800 shipbuilders. “We want jobs. We want bread,” they chanted
marching to the downtown train station, blocking traffic for four hours and halting 30
local trains. The day before, some 2,000 workers organized a similar roadblock that
stretched for miles outside the city center. Above, workers listen to speeches at a March

diplomat reportedly tried to tap a high-
ranking German economics ministry of-
ficial for information about Bonn’s
high-technology projects. U.S. embassy
officials had no comment except to say,
“If indeed it’s an intelligence issue, nor-
mally the department does not comment
on intelligence matters.”

2,000 march for pay hike in
Venezuela

Some 2,000 Venezuelan university
students, employees and professors,
joined by textile workers, doctors, and
others took to streets of Caracas March
13, demanding wage raises and oppos-
ing government moves towards selling
off nationalized industries like steel and
aluminum. Police helicopters patrolled
the protest, and toward the end the cops
moved in with tear gas and water can-
nons. They arrested 14 youth, seven of
whom are being turned over to the fed-
eral police on charges of manufactur-
ing explosives. The demonstration para-
lyzed downtown Caracas. Some bosses
gave workers half the day off, since
many were planning to join the protest.
Seventeen universities that have been
struck for two months remained closed.

Jury rejects coerced

EU cool to Turkish membership
Foreign ministers of the European Union
countries, meeting March 15-16, put off any
decision on the Turkish government’s ap-
plication for membership to the organiza-
tion. Earlier in the month, top government
officials from, Italy, Spain and Germany,
along with prominent politicians from Bel-
gium, met to declare their opposition to
bringing Ankara into EU membership.
Wilfred Maartens, former Belgian prime
minister, said, “Turkey is not a candidate to
become a member of the European Union,
short term or long.” Those against Turkish
membership argue that the country is too
large, too underdeveloped, and too Muslim.
Washington dispatched diplomat Carey
Cavanaugh to Europe to urge the EU to keep
the door open to Ankara, which has threat-
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ened to veto any expansion of NATO if its
EU application is rejected. Meanwhile, the
Wall Street credit agency Moodys down-
graded Turkey’s foreign debt rating March
14, citing political instability and insufficient
austerity measures. It was the last of major
international lending agencies to do so.

Belarusians call gov’t’s ouster

On March 15, at least 10,000 people dem-
onstrated in central Minsk, the capital of
Belarus, chanting antigovernment slogans.
The day before, the cops, on the order of
President Alexander Lukashenko, arrested
and clubbed over 100 demonstrators who
were calling for the government’s ouster.

Prior to these protests, the Stalinist gov-
ernment cracked down on civil liberties,
closing down newspapers, limiting public
protests, and restricting the activities of the
Belarusian Popular Front (BNF), the main
opposition group, which called the demon-
strations. Police arrested BNF deputy chair-
man Yuri Khadyka on March 13, but pro-
vided no reason. Speaking to the British
Broadcasting Company, Lukashenko com-
pared Belarus to Albania and Yugoslavia,
saying if imperialist countries want to avoid
such unrest “then the West should support
the policy of strong power here.”

Bonn kicks out accused U.S. spy

The German government, for the first
time, has accused a CIA employee — work-
ing as a U.S. diplomat — of espionage and
asked him to leave the country, according to
German news magazine Der Spiegel. The

confessions

A Philadelphia jury, in just three
hours of deliberations, acquitted two men
of charges of raping and killing a young fe-
male jogger. Herbert Haak, one of the de-
fendants, said he was beaten and tortured
by the cops for six hours until he signed a
confession containing blank pages, later
filled out by police. Richard Wise said po-
lice also coerced a statement from him. DNA
evidence did not link either of the defendants
to the victim, and the prosecution had to
agree that the “confessions” were the only
evidence.

In the last two years alone, 12 Philadel-
phia cops have been charged with robbing
or framing people up, and 283 criminal cases
have been dismissed as the result of police
corruption scandals.

Prisons abused female inmates

Prisons run by the states of Arizona and
Michigan violate the Federal Civil Rights
of Institutionalized Persons Act of 1980,
recent U.S. Justice Department suits
charged, because they do not adequately
protect female inmates from prison guards
and staff. Women imprisoned in both states
have been subjected to sexual misconduct
and invasion of privacy, the suits allege.
Additionally, two prisons in Michigan also
provide inadequate medical and mental
healthcare. The lawsuits will seek court or-
ders mandating state governments to protect
female inmates from rape, sexual assault,
and other already illegal abuses by prison
staff.

— BRIAN TAYLOR
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New Zealand gov’t slashes public health

BY RUTH GRAY

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand — A
recent series of public controversies have
spotlighted the continuing decline in free,
publicly funded health services in New
Zealand. These debates have been particu-
larly heated in Christchurch, over calls for
a public inquiry into “patient safety” and a
recommendation to set up a private heart
surgery unit. -

These controversies highlight the con-
flicts that have been generated by assaults
on healthcare initiated by the National gov-
ernment elected in 1990. The so-called re-
forms implemented by that government
launched a process aimed at reversing the
right to free public healthcare — a right that
was won by the working class in the 1930’s.

Since 1993, public hospitals have been
divided up among 23 Crown Health Enter-
prises (CHE) that compete with each other
and with private interests for government
funding through four Regional Health Au-
thorities.

The National/New Zealand First coalition
government, elected in October last year,
reaffirmed this principle in its coalition
document, which states that the health sys-
tem is required to run “in a business-like”
manner.

The first act of the newly-formed gov-
ernment regarding health policy was to an-
nounce in February that it would not be
holding a public inquiry into patient safety
at Christchurch’s public hospitals run by
Canterbury Health. The Christchurch Hos-
pitals’ Medical Staff Association chairper-
son, Stuart Gowland, told the Christchurch
Press the decision was “approaching the
level of a scandal.”

For more than a year now the Medical
Staff Association has been in conflict with
their employer, Canterbury Health, over
declining standards of patient care. The
Association has been campaigning for a
public inquiry and joint decision-making in
clinical matters.

In place of such an inquiry, Minister of
Health, Bill English, is backing an investi-
gation begun by Robyn Stent, the Health and
Disability Commissioner. Last December,
Stent said she was “concerned about health
professionals exploiting people’s fears about
hospital safety as a tactic in industrial nego-
tiations or other lobbying activities.”

Medical Staff Association condemned the
investigation by Stent on the grounds that it
is being held in private, and that prejudicial
statements were made by Stent. To back up
their demands for the public inquiry, the
Medical Staff Association and Christchurch
representatives of the New Zealand Nurses
Organization released a report that lists in-
cidents affecting patient safety. The report
also identifies four potentially avoidable
deaths at the hospital in 1996.

Documents released to the media Janu-
ary 31 by parliament member and Alliance
Party leader, James Anderton, support these
claims. The documents report that a man
died because senior medical staff were too
busy with other patients to treat his bleed-
ing peptic ulcer. Another death occurred
when a woman who was sent to hospital by
her general practitioner died of heart failure
after waiting over four hours for treatment.

Private surgery unit in public hospital
The Southern Regional Health authority
announced on February 28 that it would
grant the contract to provide heart surgery
to a private bidder — a joint consortium of
the Healthcare Otago Crown Health Enter-
prise and the Southern Cardiothoracic In-
stitute. This decision followed many years
of public demands for such a unit to be pro-
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Medical workers in Christchurch, New Zealand, struck for three days last December
demanding Canterbury Health negotiate the union’s contract in good faith.

vided in the city, the largest in the South
Island. Candidates for heart surgery now
have to travel 360 kilometers (225 miles) to
Dunedin. The private consortium outbid
other contenders — including one by Can-
terbury Health — to make the service part
of the hospital’s budget. The private heart
unit will be set up at Christchurch Public
Hospital.

The decision has been greeted with a
mixed response among working people in
the city. An article by Press journalist David
Gee in the March 4 edition of the paper re-
ports a phone-in survey on the decision:
“One caller, Maggie Lawson, echoed the
sentiments of many when she said: ‘I am
angry about the decision that a private,
money-making company will be involved
in our hospital. The people are entitled to a
public-funded and public-run service.””

While the reforms have increased the
market for private healthcare and insurance,
the latter remains a parasitic growth on the
public system. This is because for most
major operations like heart surgery and kid-
ney transplants, everyone has to rely on the
public system. The private heart unit in
Christchurch, if it goes ahead, will rely on
public hospital facilities.

This means that having the ability to pay
will not completely protect the wealthy from
the crisis in public health. This fact gener-
ates the continuing scandals plaguing the
health “reforms.”

One of the main products of these assaults
has been to ration healthcare. In
Christchurch, for example, over the last two
winters non-urgent surgery has been post-
poned while the hospital struggled to cope
with increased admissions mainly caused by
winter respiratory infections and influenza.
While this is a yearly phenomenon, there is
no funding provision for extra beds.

‘Nightmare on night shift’

The problem of staff cutbacks and un-
filled vacancies was vividly illustrated by
an article entitled “Nightmare on the Night
Shift,” written by nurse Howard Brown, in
the August issue of the Nursing New
Zealand journal. Brown describes how he
and a colleague struggled to care for 23 pa-
tients in the acute medical ward at
Hamilton’s Waikato Hospital one Saturday
night.

According to the Association of Salaried
Medical Specialists Executive Director [an
Powell, the government had forced Health
Waikato to cut its budget by $30 million in
the last three years. The Coalition for Pub-
lic Health commented that the number of
nurses employed by Health Waikato fell 15
percent between 1990 and 1994. They
added that during the same period there was
a 12.4 percent fall in the number of nurses
working nationally in public hospitals. Yet
the number of patients being treated at pub-
lic hospitals has risen.

In Hawkes Bay, a pilot scheme is being
launched to replace nurses with “clinical
associates” who will have two weeks train-
ing. They are to replace nursing jobs by pro-
viding basic care for less pay.

The lack of resources and funds for pub-
lic health has led to burgeoning waiting lists
across the country At Auckland’s Green
Lane hospital, one patient a month is dying
while waiting for urgent cardiac surgery,
according to the head of cardiology John
Neutze. The Australasian College of Radi-
ology reports that in many parts of the coun-
try people are waiting almost three months
for cancer treatment.

To reduce waiting lists the government
is forcing CHEs to introduce a booking sys-
tem that will reduce waiting times to six
months. This is a precondition for qualify-
ing for $130 million of additional govern-
ment funding. Under the booking system
patients are allocated points by clinicians.
If a patient scores above a certain threshold
the operation will be done in six months. If
the patient scores below the threshold the
patient is referred back to their general prac-
titioner

The Central Regional Health Authority,
which covers the capital city of Wellington,
plans to drop 770 people from its waiting
lists using this system. Criticizing this move,
Wellington Medical school professor of sur-
gery Geoffrey Horne, told the Christchurch
Press, “I believe most people deserve their
place — I am not aware of anyone on my
waiting list who is there for some kind of
recreation. This is just a rationing system.
It is not to improve efficiencies.”

Another target of cuts to healthcare has
been the wages and conditions of health
workers. Last August, Christchurch Public
Hospital contracted out its catering services
to P&O Services. The new contractor then
offered existing staff an employment con-
tract that cut wages for weekend work and
overtime and did not recognize length of
service and experience. Other cuts were also
made to sickness, holidays, and bereave-
ment leave.

A year earlier P&O Crothals won the
hospital’s cleaning contract and demanded
that the existing workforce reapply for their
jobs for inferior wages and conditions. The
cleaners responded with picket lines outside
two Christchurch hospitals. Their lone ac-
tion, however, was insufficient to prevent
P&O hiring replacement workers and imple-
menting the contract.

Ruth Gray is a member of the Engineers
Union.

Students demonstrate in S. Africa
against education cuts, for funding

BY GREG ROSENBERG

WASHINGTON, D.C. — “We can come
here and stand every day, and nothing will
happen. We have to step on some toes,” said
student protester Xolani Malawana. On Feb-
ruary 26, Malawana joined nearly 5,000
other students in the streets of
Johannesburg — the largest student march
since South Africa’s first nonracial elections
in 1994 — sponsored by the South African
Students Congress (SASCO). Marchers
culminated their boisterous protest outside
the Johannesburg Stock Exchange.

The students were joined in a sympathy
picket by professors, administrators, and
other staff who held signs reading “Educa-
tion is a right! Subsidy cuts are a blight.”
Students hoped to present their demands to
Finance Minister Trevor Manuel of the
ANC, but he did not show up.

SASCO leaders say that the ANC-led
government’s proposed budget would have
sacrificed education for thousands of stu-
dents, to the demands of fiscal discipline.

While the gains of the mass struggle to
bring down the apartheid regime were reg-
istered over the past two years in the estab-
lishment of a unitary system of nonracial
public education, there has been little
change so far in the devastated conditions
of many schools. Moreover, university level
education remains blocked off for the vast
majority of black students, who cannot af-
ford the fees.

A wave of student protests since the be-

ginning of January forced South African
Education Minister Sibusiso Bengu to an-
nounce March 6 that the funds allocated for
student subsidies would be increased to just
below the level of last year. The Finance
Ministry’s preliminary budget for the up-
coming fiscal year had proposed a drop in
student loans from 300 million rand to 250
million rand ($1= approximately 4.5 rand).

SASCO deputy president Kenny Diseko
announced March 10 that the student fed-
eration, which has been an important com-
ponent of the revolutionary democratic
movement led by the ANC, would join
workers from the Congress of South Afri-
can Trade Unions (COSATU) in a march
on Parliament in Cape Town on March 12.
The trade union federation had earlier an-
nounced the demonstration to press the gov-
ernment to speed implementation of the
Reconstruction and Development Program,
a document outlining provision of basic ser-
vices to millions of black South Africans
disenfranchised under apartheid rule.

Diseko said student marchers would fo-
cus their demands on withdrawal of charges
against students engaging in peaceful pro-
test and for funding to settle outstanding
fees.

Student protests led by SASCO and other
organizations have taken place at the Uni-
versity of the Witswatersrand, the Wits and
Pretoria tecknikons, the University of
KwaZulu-Natal, and the University of the
North. The University of Fort Hare in the
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Eastern Cape was closed March 11 after stu-
dent protests against payment of outstand-
ing tuition fees. The vice-chancellor gave
students less than a day’s warning to vacate
the campus with their belongings.

Students at the Bosele School for the
Blind in the Northern Province evicted their
principal on March 6, saying he had mis-
used funds.

SASCO protests were successful in forc-
ing some institutions to submit to demands
that all students be registered regardless of
their finances.

The University of Port Elizabeth agreed
to a moratorium on excluding students who
could not pay their fees, and the University
of the Free State extended payment dead-
lines to June 30. In the third week of March,
SASCO plans to organize protests at the
Afrikaans-language universities —
Stellenbosch, University of the Free State,
Rand Afrikaans University and University
of Potchefstroom.

In other news, ANC president Nelson
Mandela added his voice to those calling
for the names of alleged collaborators with
the apartheid regime to be disclosed.

The Truth Commission, which is hear-
ing testimony on apartheid-era crimes, had
earlier ruled that the names of some apart-
heid-era police informers could not be re-
vealed. Certain police applying for amnesty
before the commission have asserted that
some of their former informers are now
ANC government officials.
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Coming soon: entire

BY SARA LOBMAN

Participants at the upcoming Young So-
cialists national convention will be the first
to be able to acquire the complete Collected
New International, which includes every
article published over the last 60 years in
the New International, a Marxist magazine
of politics and theory. It is available on a
three-volume CD-ROM set. Draft versions
of the first two volumes, covering the years
1934-1971, were completed in mid-1996.
After a test period, the entire collection will
be available for sale to the general public.

New International was founded in July
1934 “by pioneers of the communist move-
ment in the United States and Canada,” the
introduction to the 3-volume set explains.
“It has been published for more than six
decades since then, presenting political,
theoretical, and historical material that clari-
fies the most important questions of pro-
gram, strategy, and organization confront-
ing the working-class movement interna-
tionally.

“While the name and format of the maga-
zine have changed several times over the
span of sixty years, the continuity of politi-
cal outlook and editorial policy has re-
mained unbroken,” the introduction says.
“That political continuity begins with the
Communist Manifesto, drafted in 1847 by
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels; adopted
by the December 1847 congress of the Com-
munist League, it became the founding pro-
grammatic document of the modern work-
ers movement.

“The initial editors of the magazine were
leaders of the communist parties in North
America,” the introduction adds. “Those
parties were forged in the crucible of the
first interimperialist world slaughter, which

precipitated the collapse of the social-demo-
cratic Second International and ended in the
victory of the October 1917 Russian revo-
lution, led by the Bolshevik Party. Trained
in the proletarian internationalism of the
Communist International under the leader-
ship of V.I. Lenin, the founding editors
launched New International as part of the
effort to maintain that communist continu-
ity in face of the political counterrevolution
consolidated by the rising bureaucratic caste
in the Soviet Union in the latter 1920s.

“The majority of the magazine’s editors
and many of its contributors have been lead-
ers of the Socialist Workers Party in the
United States,” the introduction says. “From
its first issue, the magazine has been pro-
duced in collaboration with leaders of com-
munist organizations around the world, all
of whom shared the goal of linking up and
advancing the prospects for a new revolu-
tionary international. Bolshevik leader Leon
Trotsky was among the most frequent early
contributors to the magazine until his assas-
sination in 1940 at the hands of the Stalinist
murder machine.”

James P. Cannon, a founding leader of the
Socialist Workers Party, explained the po-
litical and editorial policy of New Interna-
tional more than half a century ago when
he stated that the international movement
the SWP was part of had no new revelations
to make.

It is “not a new movement, a new doc-
trine,” Cannon wrote, “but the restoration,
the revival, of genuine Marxism as it was
expounded and practiced in the Russian
revolution and in the early days of the Com-
munist International.”

This collection of three CD-ROMs con-
tains every issue of the magazine from 1934

‘New International’

U.S. troops in Philippines demand to go home in January 1946, after erd War II.

Articles in New International tell this hidden history and much more.

through 1994. Beginning as New Interna-
tional, from 1934 to March 1940, the maga-
zine later appeared as Fourth International,
from May 1940 to spring 1956. It then
changed its name to International Socialist
Review and was published in magazine for-
mat until 1975. Since then the /SR has been
published as a supplement to the socialist
newsweekly, the Militant; these issues of the
ISR are not included in the collection. In
1983 New International resumed publica-
tion as a magazine of Marxist politics and
theory; its 10 current issues are included on
Volume 3 of the CD-ROM set.

By the late 1980s, issues of the magazine

Fund makes Albania reports possible

Continued from front page
that this insurrection by working people is
the biggest obstacle to the imperialist pow-
ers’ attempts to restore capitalism in Alba-
nia. The workers state there, as in Russia,
has proven stronger than the petty-bourgeois
caste that has monopolized political rule,
first under the Stalinist regime and now
under an openly pro-capitalist government.
Since its first issue in November 1928,
the Militant has consistently defended the
Soviet Union and other workers states as a
historic gain for the working class. The

Militant has opposed imperialist attempts to
overthrow them, from German
imperialism’s invasion of the Soviet Union
in 1939 to the current U.S. threats of inter-
vention against Albania and the NATO pow-
ers’ march toward war against Russia.

As the Houston readers underlined with
their immediate response, funds are urgently
needed to cover the expenses of the inter-
national reporting team in the Balkans. But
these are a small part of the overall costs of
producing a working-class newspaper ev-
ery week — paper, ink, equipment, ship-

CONTRIBUTE TO0 THE MILITANT FUND

Country/City GOAL PAID
New Zealand

Auckland $3,500 $1,011
Christchurch $1,750 $456
Wellington $140 $0
N.Z. total $5,390 $1,467
United States

Cleveland $2,500 $875
New York $12,000 $4,072
Atlanta $3,500 $1,147
Newark $7,500 $2,258
Greensboro $2,250 $660
Pittsburgh $5,000 $1,200
Detroit $4,750 $1,095
Birmingham $2,300 $495
Twin Cities $6,000 $1,090
Peoria $1,800 $303
San Francisco $9,000 $1,425
Des Moines $2,000 $270
Morgantown $1,500 $190
Miami $2,000 $250
Salt Lake City $2,000 $250
Chicago $7,500 $915
Houston $4,000 $382
Los Angeles $9,000 $370
Boston $4,500 $0
Philadelphia $4,000 $0
Seattle $7,000 $0
Washington, D.C. $2,800 $0
U.S. total $102,900 $17,247
Australia $1,000 $0
Canada

Montreal $2,000 $0
Toronto $1,440 $0
Vancouver $1,080 $0
Canada total $4,520 $0
France $350 $0
Sweden $200 $0
United Kingdom

London $800 $0
Manchester $800 $0
UK total $1,600 $0
TOTAL FUND $115,960 $18,714
Should be $110,000 $36,300
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ping, and other expenses. The $110,000
Militant Fund helps meet these operating
costs.

And that money from supporters is
needed not just in the future, but right now.

The biggest task facing supporters of the
Militant right now is the collection and pay-
ment of pledges. As you can see from the
chart, local pledges now total well above
the international goal — but the fund drive
has been slipping behind every week. With
$18,714 in hand, we are at 17 percent of the
goal but should be at 33 percent. A mid-
course correction is needed to catch up and
stay on schedule.

That challenge can be met both by con-
tinuing to reach out broadly for support
among working people and others, and with
organized, day-by-day attention to the col-
lection of pledges already made. The cities
that are on time, such as New York, are those
where, regardless of whether supporters
have already hosted a Militant Fund meet-
ing, consistent work is being done on
weekly collection of payments.

Militant readers are planning attractive
fund drive meetings in a number of cities in
the next couple of weeks including Des
Moines, Los Angeles, New York, and Phila-
delphia.

Kevin Johnson from Newark wrote in to
the Militant describing the fund celebration
in that city. “Supporters collected $1,191 at
the event, bringing them to nearly $2,000
in total collection of their goal of $7,500,”
Johnson reported. “Ben Ademoyega, a fac-
tory worker from Newark, attended the
event. He has been reading the Militant for
five years. ‘The Militcnt supports workers
and tells the truth without the view that we
are satisfied with the capitalist system,’
Ademoyega said. ‘It is a good paper for
workers to read every week.””

Johanna Ryan from Peoria, describing
one way they broadened out their appeal for
funds, reports that “$100 of this was raised
by telephoning Militant subscribers while
staffing the Pathfinder bookstore on Satur-
day afternoon.”

Tony Prince writes that a highlight of the
recent fund meeting in Cleveland, which is
in first place this week, “was the participa-
tion of about 10 students from around the
country who were in Cleveland to partici-
pate in a national conference of the Cam-
pus Outreach Opportunity League. Several
of the students remarked that this was the
first time that they had heard a socialist
speaker.”

from earlier decades had become increas-
ingly scarce. Individual copies and bound
volumes from the early 1950s and before
were yellowed and crumbling. Later issues
were long out of print; many were avail-
able only on microfilm in a limited number
of libraries.

Reproducing ‘New International’

“As the magazine became less and less
accessible, the valuable political legacy it
contained was in growing demand by a new
generation of communist youth,” the edi-
tors explain in the introduction. “To meet
this need, supporters of New International
decided to take up the challenge of making
the magazine broadly available once again.”

Since 1989, some two dozen volunteers
have worked to prepare a subject and au-
thor index of all 3,800 articles and to scan
the magazines to turn them into digital files.

Chris Remple, who was part of the team
that just completed work on the third vol-
ume, explained in a recent phone interview
how the Collected New International is or-
ganized to make it as easy as possible for
youth and working-class fighters to have
access to the rich political legacy contained
in the magazines.

“You can look up a topic, author, or title,
and get a list of articles on the CD and where
else these articles have been published,”
Remple noted.

“From the Main Menu you can click on
the subject index. There you can page
through the index or go directly to a subject
you are interested in,” Remple added.

Among the topics written about are: “Fas-
cism and the Anti-Fascist Struggle,” “Cuba:
Land Reform,” “Black Struggle: National-
ism and Self-Determination,” and “Imperi-
alism and Interimperialist Rivalry.” Click-
ing on any subject will produce a list of all
relevant articles published on the three-vol-
ume CD-ROM set. Then you can click on
the title and the article will come up on your
screen.

Or you can go to the author indéx and
look up a particular author, James P. Can-
non, for instance. The index will list all the
articles published under his name from 1934
to 1994. You can also check the Pen Name
index to see whether he published articles
under any other name. If the article was
published in book form, the Published Else-
where index will tell you where you can find
it.

The articles on CD-ROM can also be
printed. They include the photographs and
drawings that were used in the magazine.
The covers have been reproduced in their
original colors. Ads, cartoons, letters, and
book reviews that were part of the theoreti-
cal magazines are all included as well.

CORRECTION

The article “100,000 protest anti-
immigrant bill,” which appeared on
page 12 of the March 10 Militant, in-
correctly attributed a statement to the
National Front of France. The state-
ment reading, “Everything that they
have proposed, we have already
done,” was issued by the campaign
committee of the former Socialist
Party mayor of Vitrolles, France.




SELL THE BOOKS WORKERS OF THE WORLD NEED

Join the campaign to sell Pathfinder books and pamphlets

Selling communist press will

build YS Nat

BY BRIAN TAYLOR

Finding the revolutionary-minded youth
who will want to attend the March 28-30
Second National Convention of the Young
Socialists, and getting involved in political
activity with other workers and rebel-minded
youth is at the heart of what supporters of
the Militant are doing right now. That’s what
the international subscription drive — to win
1,400 new readers to the socialist weekly,
450 subscribers to the Spanish-language
monthly Perspectiva Mundial, and sell 600
copies of the Marxist magazine New Inter-
national — is all about.

Having gotten off to a slow start, sup-
porters in several cities have mapped out
plans to catch up. Ray Parsons in Des
Moines, Iowa, says partisans of the Mili-
tant there plan to “increase the pace of sales
around Des Moines and elsewhere; target
Spanish speaking areas for door-to-door;
and contact readers of the Militant, includ-
ing contacts and members of the Young So-
cialists, about buying and reading New In-
ternational.” They are offering a payment
plan for new readers who want to stock up
on any or all of the magazine’s 10 issues.

Socialists in Des Moines, as well as in
New York and Newark, have decided to call
local target weeks — with extra sales teams
planned — for the week leading up to the
YS convention, to make an extra effort to
build the event.

Supporters in several cities indicate they
have sold more than what’s listed on the
chart from the first week of the drive, which
was compiled based on subscriptions re-
ceived at the Militant office by Tuesday,
March 18, at noon, E.S.T. It’s important for
distributors to send in their subscriptions
and New International sales reports by that
time each week, so charts can be up to date.

Sales in the unions

Militant supporters in several unions
have started selling subscriptions on the job.
In Newark, New Jersey, rail worker Jane Har-
ris, a member of the United Transportation
Union, sold two subscriptions to co-work-
ers. She met a newly hired assistant con-
ductor and within 15 minutes of discussion
he bought a subscription. “He looked
through the paper explaining that he didn’t

like it when people had questions about the
world and he didn’t have the answers,” Har-
ris said. She sold another subscription to a
signal woman she rarely sees. “Always have
Militants on the job and don’t wait to intro-
duce the paper,” Harris told this reporter. “If
you don’t show people the paper it is a dis-
service to those who may really want it.”
In New York, Deborah Liatos, a member
of the Union of Needletrades, Industrial and
Textile Employees, sold a Perspectiva
Mundial subscription to a co-worker who
“wanted the get socialist working-class per-
spective on the world,” and a Spanish-lan-
guage publication “that could explain in
depth what’s happening in Europe.” Wendy
Lyons, who works in the same garment shop
sold a New International in Spanish on the
rise and fall of the Nicaraguan revolution to
a worker in the Dominican Labor Party.
Pete Clifford of London reports, “A team
of Militant supporters from Paris, London,
and Antwerp visited the Renault workers’
two-week plant occupation at Vilvoorde near
Brussels on Sunday March 16, and then par-
ticipated with two sales tables in the 70,000-
strong demonstration through the center of
Brussels, against unemployment and in sup-
port of the Renault workers.” That day seven
copies of New International in French were
sold. Fifteen demonstrators also bought
copies of the recently published French-
language edition of An Action Program to

’l Convention

Militant/Pete Clifford
Selling the Militantand Pathfinder books in London

Confront the Com-
ing Economic Cri-
SIS.

Socialists in
Greece took advan-
tage of the height-
ened political dis-
cussion and polar-
ization around the
uprising in Albania.
Equipped with alit-
erature table full of
books, signs de-
manding “Hands
off Albania” and
“Equal rights for
Immigrants,” and a
statement issue by
the Committee of
Communists, which
was published in
last week’s issue of
te Militant, a
team went to a
Greek farmers pro-
test and sold well
over a dozen books
including New In-
ternational no. 10
with the article,
“Imperialism’s
March toward Fas-
cism and War.”

Black farmers fight for land

BY JOAN PALTRINERI

GREENSBORO, North Carolina — The
struggle of Black family farmers was the topic
of the Militant Labor Forum in Greensboro
March 14. Speaking was Marcus Tillery, one
of the activists in the Black Land Loss Fund
and a professor at North Carolina Agricul-
tural and Technical University here. The
Black Land Loss Fund is organizing a re-
gional conference in Enfield, North Carolina,
March 20-22, at the Franklinton Center.

“African Americans are losing farm land
at arate of 9,000 acres per week. At this rate,
there will be no African-American owned
land by the year 2000,” explained Tillery, as
he talked about the long battle Black farm-
ers in the South have waged against the rac-
ist discriminatory practices of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture that resulted in a
high rate of farm foreclosures over the last
three decades.

The 1929 stock market crash heralded the
onset of a severe economic depression. Mil-
lions lost their jobs and land. There were
continuous demonstrations of unemployed
demanding relief. The Tillery Resettlement
was one of 113 rural resettlement experiments
in the 1930s and ’40s, and the largest Afri-
can American project. “The land was set in
the flood plains of the Roanoke River. It was
very fertile land, but susceptible to flood-
ing. And the 1939 flood wiped out many of
the Black family farms, while the land given
to white farmers was out of the flood waters
reach,” Tillery told the forum goers. “The
farmers survived the floods but couldn’t sur-

vive the racist practices of the U.S. govern-
ment. There are less than 10 Black farms”
left in the area today.

“Blacks lost 800,000 acres of land in North
Carolina between 1950 and the late 1980’s,
and these were supposed to be the good
times,” explained Tillery.

The loans Black farmers applied for from
the Farmer’s Home Association (FmHA)
were systematically put aside — in some
cases for over a year — while those for
white farmers were handed out within two
or three months. “The local FmHA agent in
Tillery was an outright racist, who drove
around with a confederate flag on his car
and his lapel. This is the person farmers have
to go to for loans,” said the activist.

Many Black farmers who borrowed from
the FmHA were placed on a supervised Farm
Program Account. In a supervised FmHA
account, the farmer is required to go to the
FmHA office each time money is needed,
whereas, in an unsupervised program the
money is given directly to the farmer who
can decide how to delegate the funds. “In
all my years I have only known two Black
farmers who got unsupervised loans,” said
Tillery.

On Dec. 18, 1996, after decades of protest
by Black farmers, U.S. secretary of agricul-
ture Daniel Glickman announced a tempo-
rary halt to foreclosure sales on delinquent
farm loans. Many Black farmers viewed this
as a first step.

In a report issued February 28, Glickman
admitted that the “U S. Department of Agri-

culture has been
seen as ignoring
serious, pervasive
problems with our
civil rights sys-
tems.” The report
outlined a policy
suspending fore-
closures in cases of
alleged discrimina-
tion, until review
by an independent
team.

“Thenew USDA
report does not go
back far enough,”
said the farm activ-
ist. “Most of the
land that was taken
goes back 10 to 30
years, and the
USDA says it will
only look at fore-
closure complaints
for the last year.
This will leave out

most Black farmers.” The upcoming
Land Loss Conference will press ahead
with the farmers demands to return all
the land unjustly taken through the
racist policies of the U.S. government.
Tillery urged everyone to attend.

Joan Paltrineri is a member of the
Union of Needletrades, Industrial and

Textile Employees.

SPRING SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE March 8 - April 26
Militant ¢ Perspectiva Mundial ¢+ New International

Militant PM NI
Goal Sold % Goal Sold | Goal Sold

GREECE 5 1 20% 3 1
NEW ZEALAND

Christchurch 25 5 20% 1 1 10 1
Auckland 35 5 14% 2 0 14
Wellington 3 0 0% 1 0
N.Z. total 63 10 16% 3 1 25 1
AUSTRALIA 18 2 1% 3 0 10 1
SWEDEN 15 1 7% 7 1 10 4
UNITED STATES

Boston 30 8 27% 10 1 20 7
Atlanta 27 4 15% 14 3 16 0
Cleveland 35 5 14% 7 0 10 0
Miami 30 4 13% 15 1 15 3
Detroit 40 4 10% 7 0 15 3
San Francisco 70 7 10% 30 2 35 6
Birmingham, AL 32 3 9% 5 1 15 0
Newark, NJ 130 12 9% 45 2 60 3
Philadelphia 35 3 9% 10 0 10 0
Salt Lake City 24 2 8% 10 3 8 1
Pittsburgh 45 3 7% 4 0 15 0
Chicago 70 4 6% 25 2 30 0
New York 150 6 4% 75 12 65 12
Peoria, IL 25 1 4% 3 0 10 0
Washington, DC 42 1 2% 15 4 15 5
Houston 50 1 2% 20 3 20 4
Los Angeles 100 1 1% 50 0 50 7
Cincinnati 5 0 0% 1 0

Des Moines 40 0 0% 25 0 20 0
Greensboro, NC 30 0 0% 15 3 10 2
Morgantown, WV 27 0 0% 2 0 10 0
Seattle 60 0 0% 25 0 25 0
Tucson 4 0 0% 2 0

Twin Cities, MN 70 0 0% 10 0 15 0
U.S. total 1171 69 6% 425 37 | 489 53
UNITED KINGDOM

Manchester 21 3 14% 2 0 10 0
London 45 0 0% 8 0 25 0
U.K. total 66 3 5% 10 0 35 0
CANADA

Vancouver 40 3 8% 5 0 15 0
Toronto 30 1 3% 7 0 10 0
Montreal 35 0 0% 10 0 35 3
CANADA total 105 4 4% 22 0 60 3
ICELAND 10 0 0% 1 0 4 0
International totals 1453 90 6% 471 39 | 636 63
Should be 1400 200 14% 450 64 | 600 86
NEW ZEALAND

EU 7 2 29%

MwWuU 6 0 0%

UFBGWU 3 0 0%

TOTAL 16 2 13% 0 0 0 0
UNITED STATES

IAM 72 8 11% 16 0 37 0
utu 55 6 11% 4 0 28 0
OCAW 28 2 7% 5 0 18 0
USWA 42 3 7% 8 1 31 1
UAW 45 1 2% 10 0 20 0
UFCW 14 0 0% 10 0 6 1
UMWA 2 0 0% 2 0
UNITE 21 0 0% 15 3 15 1
TOTAL 279 20 7% 68 4| 157 3
AUSTRALIA

AMWU 4 0 0% 3 1
CANADA

1AM 8 0 0% 7 0

AEEU — Amalgamated Engineering and Electrical Workers
Union; AMWU — Amalgamated Metal Workers Union; CAW
— Canadian Autoworkers Union; EU— Engineers Union;
MWU— Meat Workers Union; IAM— International Associa-
tion of Machinists; OCAW— Qil, Chemical and Atomic
Workers; RMT — National Union of Rail, Maritime, and Trans-
port Workers; TGWU — Transport and General Workers Union;
UAW—United Auto Workers; UFBGWU— United Food, Bev-
erage, and General Workers Union; UFCW— United Food
and Commercial Workers; UMWA — United Mine Workers of
America; UNITE — Union of Needletrades, Industrial and
Textile Employees; USWA — United Steelworkers of
America; UTU —United Transportation Union.
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All out to build the
YS convention

Continued from front page
ary youth.

O’Beirne, who has been to Boston and
Newark, New Jersey, so far, was the fea-
tured speaker at a March 14 forum orga-
nized by the Newark ¥'S. Her talk was titled,
“Youth and the Struggle for Socialism To-
day.” Afterwards, Megan Greene, a high
school student from Honesdale, Pennsylva-
nia, who had traveled two and a half hours
to come to the event, said she plans to come
to the convention. The forum raised $90 for
Newark’s “Countdown to Atlanta” fund,
bringing the total to about $200.

Delegates at the YS convention will be
discussing some of the key questions
of world politics — from opposing
Washington’s war drive against the work-
ers states in Russia, Albania, and Yugosla-
via, to fighting the bosses’ attacks on work-
ing people in the United States and else-
where — and how to build a youth organi-
zation that is a component of the commu-
nist workers movement. Many of the con-
vention sessions will be open for all mem-
bers of the Young Socialists, Socialist Work-
ers Party, and other guests to observe. There
will also be classes, special book sales, and
socials.

A special feature during the convention
will be a reportback from Albania and Yu-
goslavia by Militant staff writer Argiris
Malapanis, who will have just returned from
a 10-day reporting trip to the Balkans.

Jack Willey, the organizer of the National
Executive Committee of the Young Social-
ists, explained that one of the central themes
of this convention will be the question of
how the YS organizes itself. “At our first
national convention, almost a year ago, we
adopted a set of political principals. We said
that we wanted to help build an international
movement that will lead working people to
overthrow capitalism and establish work-

Anti-deportation
protest in Miami
draws hundreds

BY ELLEN BRICKLEY

MIAMI — Five hundred people
demonstrated here March 6 against the
new immigration law, which will go into
effect on April 1. The protest was orga-
nized by the Haitian rights group Veye-
yo, the Haitian Refugee Center, and a
local educational advocacy group called
the Haitian Connection.

Signs read “Amnesty for all immi-
grants!”, “This country was built by the
blood and sweat of immigrants”, and
“Who were the first people to come on
a ship?” Some carried signs saying
“Amnesty: yes, workfare: yes!”

The new immigration laws will make
it difficult for immigrants who did not
come legally to this country to become
legal residents — no matter how long
they may have lived here. The laws
would also deny the right for immigrants
to appeal deportations. The laws con-
tain changes that will affect thousands
of disabled children and senior citizens,
who will lose their Supplemental Secu-
rity Income.

Referring to the U.S. government,
Veye-yo leader Florvil Samedi, told the
crowd that the same government that
forced Haitians out of their country is
now passing new laws against Haitian
refugees here. Fritz Luctan, a participant
in the demonstration said “America is
now my home — down with deporta-
tion. I'm not a criminal.”

Rollande Girard of the Socialist
Workers Party told the crowd that
“Workfare is not the solution, what we
need is to shorten the workweek with-
out cut in pay so that jobs would be cre-
ated. We need to raise minimum wage
to union scale.”

On February 14, more than 1,000
people, including many Nicaraguans,
filled the street in front of the same INS
building to protest deportations and the
new immigration laws. Another rally
against the laws, is planned for April 1.
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ers and farmers governments.

“As we have taken steps forward since
then, we have become more conscious of
the need to organize ourselves in a demo-
cratic, disciplined, and centralized way —
one that is suited to carrying out our stated
goals, Willey added.”

Another point that the YS convention will
discuss is the role of propaganda in educat-
ing and recruiting to the revolutionary move-
ment. Over the past six weeks, chapters of
the Young Socialists have been organizing
discussions on these and other questions.
Based on these discussions, each chapter
will elect delegates to the convention.

Sarah Katz, a leader of the YS in Twin
Cities, explained that her chapter organized
a list of all the young people they had met
who had expressed interest in the Young
Socialists. “We realized that we had about
15 people around us interested in our poli-
tics. Our goal is to set up meetings with all
of these contacts to discuss the Young So-
cialists and the importance of coming to our
convention.”

Katz was the main speaker at a March 13
meeting that the Young Socialists organized
at Macalester College, titled “Women’s Lib-
eration and the Fight for Socialism Today.”
Katz explained that while this meeting was
modest in size — six people attended — it
attracted a politically conscious group of
young people. Of the six, three are interested
in attending the YS convention.

By reaching out to young women and oth-
ers interested in fighting for women’s rights,
the YS is preparing to attend and bring other
young people to the Young Feminist Sum-
mit taking place in Washington D.C. April
11-13. The conference is being organized
by the National Organization for Women.

Speaking tours of YS leaders

In the final weeks before the convention,
national leaders of the Young Socialists have
been speaking at public meetings around the

country to explain the importance of build-
ing a communist youth organization right
now. On Saturday, March 15, for example,
Brock Satter, a member of the YS National
Committee, spoke at a Militant Fund rally
in Cleveland on “Black Liberation and So-
cialism: Prospects for Freedom in the 21st
Century.” A dozen student activists who had
been attending a national conference in
Cleveland, hosted by the Campus Outreach
Opportunities League (COOL), attended the
rally. They had met members of the YS and
the Socialist Workers Party who had set up
a table to publicize the Militant Fund rally
at the COOL conference. Two members of
the group had, in fact, already worked with
the Newark YS previously when Satter
spoke at a Black and Latino youth confer-
ence called Umoja ‘97, which students or-
ganized. After the fund rally, two people
said they wanted to go the YS convention.

YS leader Meg Novak has also been tour-
ing around the country. She just finished a
trip to Washington, D.C., where she spoke
at a Militant Labor Forum. Leading up to
the convention she will be in Greensboro

Activists begin to build

BY JACK WILLEY

NEW YORK — Roughly 30 people from
about a dozen organizations across the coun-
try came together for the second national
planning meeting of the U.S. Organizing
Committee for the World Youth Festival.
The March 15 meeting heard a reportback
from the international preparatory meeting
that took place in Havana, Cuba, in late Feb-
ruary. Participants reported on efforts to
build the festival in several cities, discussed
ways to reach out to more youth in the com-
ing weeks, and took up logistics such as
travel and fund-raising.

The youth festival will be held in Cuba
July 28—August 5 under the slogan “Anti-
imperialist solidarity, peace and friendship.”
Thousands of young people from over 100
countries around the world will discuss and
debate a range of political questions facing
the working class today, including: anti-im-
perialist struggles, the environment, the fight
for women’s liberation, national liberation
struggles, employment, education, labor re-
sistance, and how to fight against fascism.

Organizing efforts to build the U.S. del-
egation are under way. Susana Ochoa, from
the Center for Latino Research at De Paul
University in Chicago, reported that 20 stu-
dents there are actively fund-raising to go.
In Pittsburgh, two youth involved in the
Pittsburgh Cuba Coalition are reaching out
to students and others about the festival. An
activist involved in protests against police
brutality there plans to go.

Several campus and community groups
in Houston, Texas, have expressed interest
in sending delegations from their groups to
the festival. This reporter had the opportu-
nity to speak about the World Youth Festi-
val and inform people about local organiz-
ing efforts there on a half-hour radio show
by Ada Edwards on KBXX.

The total cost for the festival is $600,
which covers all expenses except airfare to
from the United States to Nassau, Bahamas,
or Cancun, Mexico, the two meeting points
for all U.S. participants. The deadline for

for world youth festival

applications is May 15 and full payment is
due by June 30.

For more information or an application,
write to the U.S. Organizing Committee for
the World Youth Festival at 2565 Broadway
#236, New York, NY 10025, or call (212)
866-7270.

Militant
By joining in actions shoulder-to-shoulder with young rebels like the students above
demanding affirmative action at the University of Massachusetts, the YS will bring
youth to the convention and recruit those looking to join a fighting organization.

and Miami.

This reporter will be giving a forum in
Atlanta March 21 titled “Winning Young
Fighters to a Revolutionary Perspective:
Building a Communist Youth Organiza-
tion.” Doug Nelson, a leader of the Atlanta
chapter, explained how having a forum like
this just before the convention will both help
to win young people to attend the conven-
tion, “and will also introduce many of them
to some of the discussions that will be cen-
tral to it.” :

Nelson further explained that Young So-
cialists in Georgia are putting an extra ef-
fort into setting up convention-building
tables at the University of Georgia in Ath-
ens. Last week they sponsored a successful
meeting there with Ma’mud Shirvani, the
co-author of the introduction to the Path-
finder book, To See the Dawn: Baku,
1920 — First Congress of the Peoples of the
East. At the meeting, Shirvani explained
why working people and youth around the
world should defend the right of the Pales-
tinian people to self-determination, and
should support their struggle against Israeli
occupation and expansion. Shirvani also
talked about the recent armed rebellions
against the pro-capitalist government in
Albania. At this meeting, Young Socialists
in Atlanta met two people who wanted to
attend the convention.

YS chapters are working hard to raise
money in their local areas to help pay for
the costs of travel to the convention. Many
chapters have held fund-raising dinners and
raffles to collect money from supporters of
the organization. Young Socialists in Seattle
and Spokane, Washington, will be teaming
up to hold a luau on Saturday, March 22.

The Young Socialists will also launch a
national fund drive at their convention.

Benjamin Chavis joins NOI

BY BRIAN TAYLOR

Benjamin Chavis announced February 23
that he joined the Nation of Islam (NOI) at
the organization’s annual Savior’s Day
meeting in Chicago.

Chavis, who changed his name to Minis-
ter Benjamin Chavis Muhammad, gained
prominence as one of the “Wilmington 10.”
This was a group of Black activists framed
up for the 1971 fire bombing of a grocery
store in North Carolina, in the context of an
uprising by Blacks responding to racist vigi-
lante attacks on the Black community. He
was imprisoned from 1976 to 1980.

Chavis was one of the founders of the
National Black Independent Political Party,
an organization forged in 1980 that rejected
the Republican and Democratic parties.
After that formation dissolved, he contin-
ued functioning as the executive director of
the United Church of Christ’s Commission
for Racial Justice. He was ordained as a
minister of that organization in the 1970s.

In April, 1993 Chavis was elected the
executive director for the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) and several months later began
publicly associating with NOI leader Louis
Farrakhan. Some 16 months after his ap-
pointment as NAACP executive director,
Chavis was fired in 1994 for unilaterally
using $330,000 from the organization’s bud-
get to reach an out-of-court settlement for
sexual harassment claims made against him.

Chavis then joined forces with Farrakhan
and helped organize the 1995 Million Man

March in Washington, D.C. The following
year, they organized a political convention
in St. Louis where fascist politician Lyndon
LaRouche was invited to speak. Chavis has
given several prominent interviews to
LaRouche’s newspaper, the New Federal-
ist. He has also participated in public meet-
ings with LaRouche and events sponsored
by LaRouche’s organization, the Schiller
Institute.

LaRouche was introduced to the St. Louis
meeting by James Bevel, who was the vice
presidential candidate in LaRouche’s cam-
paign for U.S. president in 1992. LaRouche
left the stage in the face of jeers from a hand-
ful of people in the audience.

Manning Marable, professor of history
and director of the Institute for Research in
African-American Studies at Columbia
University, denounced Chavis and
Farrakhan for putting “a notorious white
racist” on a “public platform.” In a Febru-
ary 1 Amsterdam News article entitled “No
compromise: Farrakhan, Chavis and
Lyndon LaRouche,” Marable challenged
“Chavis and Farrakhan to have a full dis-
closure on their full political relationship
with LaRouche.”

Marable, however, failed to comment
about fascist politician James Bevel, who
is Black. Bevel, once an advisor and aid to
civil rights activists Martin Luther King Jr.
and member of the Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference, is now a frequent col-
umnist in the NOI organ, the Final Call, and
a close aid of LaRouche.




The struggle for Quebec independence
and the soc1allst revolution in Canada

BY MICHEL PRAIRIE

MONTREAL — “I really liked being
called dangerous,” said high school student
and Young Socialist member Peter Duck,
16. Duck was commenting on a talk on
building the Young Socialists given to a
Vancouver Regional Socialist Educational
Conference held February 15-16. A similar
conference was held a week later in
Montreal February 22-23.

The main theme of both conferences was
“The struggle for Quebec independence and
the socialist revolution in Canada — build-
ing a party of communist workers and an
organization of revolutionary youth.”
Classes on the Russian and Cuban revolu-
tions, the fight for women’s liberation, and
other topics were jointly prepared and pre-
sented by veterans of the communist move-
ment and members of the Young Socialists.

Some 120 workers and youth — includ-
ing more than 40 who were under 27 years
old — participated in the two conferences
jointly organized by the Communist League
(CL) and the Young Socialists (YS) in
Canada. Participants came from six cities
in Canada, and several cities in the United
States. A majority of the participants were
members of unions, such as the United Steel-
workers of America (USWA), International
Association of Machinists (IAM), the Ca-
nadian Auto Workers (CAW), and others.

Canada is an imperialist country

The opening political talk was given by
YS leader Patricia O’Beirne in Vancouver
and Communist League leader Michel
Dugré in Montreal.

“To understand what’s happening in the
world today, including here in Canada, we
need to start from the economic depression
of world capitalism and the drive of impe-
rialism towards war,” said Dugré.

He explained the sharpening conflict in
Europe between the imperialist powers, with
Washington taking the lead, and the work-
ers states — Russia and the other countries
where capitalism has been abolished. De-
spite half a century of brutal Stalinist domi-
nation, and the “market-oriented” policies
of the governments that came to power fol-
lowing the crumbling of the Stalinist re-
gimes across Eastern Europe in the 1990s,
imperialism is nowhere close to reclaiming
that portion of the world for capitalist ex-
ploitation.

“We fight to build a party of communist
workers capable of leading a socialist revo-
lution during our lifetime, here in Canada
and internationally,” explained O’Beirne in
Vancouver.

Canada is an imperialist country, she ex-
plained, and its rulers have the same aim as
their rivals. They exploit and oppress work-
ers and farmers here and across Latin
America, the Caribbean, Africa, and Asia.
And they use whatever means are necessary
for doing so, including force and violence.

This was recently illustrated by the way
Ottawa put a sharp halt to its public inquiry
into the scandal triggered by revelations that
Canadian troops had tortured and executed
unarmed civilians in Somalia during the
imperialist occupation there a few years ago.

“The Somalia scandal did not and will
not stop Ottawa from using its army around
the world,” O’Beirne stressed. “Canada was
the main force campaigning for an imperi-
alist intervention in Zaire last fall and it is
the main imperialist force of occupation in
Haiti today — with hundreds of soldiers,
cops and ‘civil’ advisers.”

~This talk and a related class in Montreal
“gave me examples of why Canada is an
imperialist country,” said Kevin Austin from
Woodstock, Ontario. He bought copies of
New International no. 10 containing the ar-
ticle “Imperialism’s march toward fascism
and war,” and of Imperialism, the Highest
Stage of Capitalism by Bolshevik leader V.I.
Lenin. At the end of the conference, Austin
asked to join the YS in Toronto.

The fight for Quebec independence

“I’m here to learn about politics and so-
cial movements in Canada,” said Autumn
Knowlton from Tacoma, Washington, who
decided to join the Seattle YS at the
Vancouver conference.

“It’s exciting to hear about Canadian poli-
tics, like the struggles of Native peoples and
the Quebecois,” added Samantha Kern,a YS

Militant/above, Elssa Martinez, right, George Rose
More than 40 youth participated in social-
ist conferences in Canada in February. YS
member Gabriel Charbin, from Toronto,
above, spoke about the opportunities for
communist ideas. He pointed to the Toronto
Days of Action, right, as one example.

member from Spokane, Washington.

Following the narrow defeat of the Que-
bec referendum on sovereignty in October
1995, Jean Francois Brousseau, 19, left the
bourgeois nationalist Parti Quebecois youth
organization and began to look for other
answers, including reading speeches by
Cuban revolutionary leader Ernesto Che
Guevara. “I came here because I felt iso-
lated in my ideas,” said the Quebecois youth,
who is a Teamsters union member and main-
tenance worker at Mirabel airport near
Montreal. After the referendum “I didn’t
think it was possible anymore to win inde-
pendence for Quebec in this ‘democratic’
system.”

“Quebecois are an oppressed nation,”
said O’Beirne in her talk. “Their fight for
Quebec independence is of strategic impor-
tance for all workers in Canada.

“It’s a basic struggle for justice and equal-
ity, a struggle against the systematic dis-
crimination Quebecois face on the basis of
their language, French. For example, a dis-
proportionate number of the poorest cities
in Canada are located in Quebec, despite
the fact that it is the second most industrial-
ized province in the country.

“Only by supporting unconditionally the
fight for Quebec independence,” she con-
tinued, “will working people in this coun-
try be able to overcome the divisions be-
tween those of us who are Quebecois and
those who are not — divisions that Canada’s
capitalist rulers imposed on us following the
defeat of the bourgeois democratic revolu-
tion of 1837-38, and have worked since then
to deepen a divide and rule strategy to main-
tain their class rule.”

In answer to a question, O’Beirne ex-
plained, “Canada’s rulers won’t let Quebec
become independent without sending in
their army as they did in 1970. The fight for
Quebec independence has mobilized hun-
dreds of thousands of youth and workers in
the past and will do so in the future. It is a
threat to the very survival of the state
through which Canada’s capitalist rulers
maintain their class domination. It will not
be won at the ballot box, but in the streets.

“Victory in this struggle can only be as-
sured by a working-class leadership,” she
concluded. “This is what the Communist
League and Young Socialists are building
today.”

YS is a school for communism

YS leaders Mick O’Donnell in Vancouver
and Vicky Mercier in Montreal gave the talk
on “Building a revolutionary working-class
youth organization, building the Young So-
cialists.” Both are members of the IAM in
Montreal.

They explained that, as an international
organization, the YS recognizes the need to
overthrow capitalism and fight for social-
ism.

“Under the impact of the capitalist cri-
sis,” said Mercier, “young people radicalize
in the world today. The YS in Canada is a
product of this process. We participate in

picket lines to support strikes, as well as
demonstrations and meetings in support of
women’s rights, against government cuts in
education and healthcare, and in opposition
to racist cop brutality. In September 1995,
we were six, mainly in Montreal. Now, we
have 27 members in three functioning chap-
ters in Montreal, Toronto and Vancouver,”
she added.

“The YS is a school for communism,”
explained O’Donnell in Vancouver. “We
look for political direction from the Com-
munist League and we share the same po-
litical program. At the same time, we orga-
nize independently of the party. We decide
on our own campaigns and activities on a
weekly basis, and we elect our own lead-
ers. This is part of learning to be disciplined
professional revolutionists.

“Youth rebel against what they see in
capitalist society. But the YS is the only
organization that challenges young fighters
to study the history of working class
battles — the Russian revolution, the forg-
ing of the industrial unions in the 1930s,
and the struggle of women and oppressed
nationalities for their liberation — so that
they can effectively fight for a new society.”

Mercier compared the YS to the guerrilla
column led in Bolivia in 1966-67 by Che
Guevara who carried 300-400 books in their
backpacks. The YS puts a great emphasis
on organizing classes and selling Pathfinder
books, as well as the Militant and
Perspectiva Mundial. “Bringing our social-
ist ideas into the struggles that erupt today
is our most important contribution,” she
stressed.

She also described how “the YS has made
The Changing Face of U.S. Politics: Work-
ing-Class Politics and the Trade Unions by
Jack Barnes our handbook. This book ex-
plains lessons on the building of the com-
munist movement during the last 20 years,
the decisive weight of the industrial work-
ing class, and how a proletarian party can
be built today.” The three YS chapters have
initiated weekly public classes on the book
with Communist League branches.

The communist movement in Canada has
responded to the development of the YS in
Quebec and in France, where a chapter was
formed last September, by launching the
biggest effort ever of its French-language
publication program. This effort is focused
at the present time on the translation of The
Changing Face of U.S. Politics and includes
YS members in Montreal and Paris.

Despite the progress they made over the
last 18 months in Canada, explained
Mercier, “the YS doesn’t have a national
structure. In Canada, as in other countries,
the capitalists maintain their domination
through their state, their army and their po-
lice. We too need a centralized, cross-coun-
try organization. This will require con-

March 31, 1997

sciously fighting to overcome the national
and regional divisions fostered by the capi-
talist rulers in this country.”

A first step was taken last October when
the elected leaders of the three chapters met
in Toronto and mandated the executive com-
mittee of the Montreal chapter to lead the
work of the YS nationally.

“The next concrete steps toward build-
ing a national organization,” said O’Donnell,
“will be a national seven-week fund drive
for CAN$2,000, our participation in the in-
ternational Militant subscription campaign,
and the building of the upcoming second
national convention of the YS in Atlanta.”

Recruiting a new generation

John Steele, a Machinists union
member at Ford Electronics near
Toronto and a member of the Cen-
tral Committee of the CL, gave the
final talk on “Working-class poli-
tics and the trade unions: forging
a communist party of industrial
workers today” in Montreal and
Vancouver.

Today, he said, three-quarters of
the CL members work in industry
and are members of industrial
unions. As the YS has grown,
many of its members have joined
the party. A quarter of the mem-
bership of the CL is now less than
27 years old; a majority of the
young members joined during the
last year.

In January, the Communist League Cen-
tral Committee and the Young Socialists
agreed to establishment joint CL-YS
units — or fractions — in the unions that
can work to bring communist ideas to co-
workers and engage in political activities.
Today, almost half of the joint fraction mem-
bers are in the YS.

“This,” said Steele, “is the biggest oppor-
tunity and challenge before the communist
movement in Canada today. After a decade
and a half of continuous retreat of the labor
movement under the employers’ assault, it
has now become possible for veteran com-
munists to work side by side with young
fighters in the struggle to use union power
to defend all working people and get rid of
the capitalist system itself.”

At this stage of the class struggle and of
the construction of the communist move-
ment, the Communist League leader ex-
plained, “our goal is to build branches with
several joint fractions of two or three mem-
bers per plant, with weekly plant gate sales
of the Militant and Pathfinder books at these
factories, to reinforce the political work of
the fractions in getting Pathfinder books into
the hands of co-workers.” Steele and others
at the conference reported on the modest
increase in sales of Pathfinder titles to work-
ers on the job over the past several months.

Participants at the two conferences dis-
cussed a class struggle perspective for the
unions. Steele counterposed this to the class-
collaborationist course advanced by all
wings of the trade union officialdom. Steele
pointed to the example during the recent
mass protests against the anti-union auster-
ity drive of the Conservative Party govern-
ment in Ontario, as well as in face of the
drive by the Liberal government in Ottawa,
the New Democratic Party (NDP) govern-
ment in British Columbia, and the Canadian
Airline bosses to force airline workers to
take a pay cut.

“Genuine working-class political action
that is independent of the government,
courts, and political parties of the employ-
ers has nothing to do with the dead-end per-
spective of massive concessions to the
bosses and their governments, or with get-
ting out the vote for the NDP or the Parti
Quebecois,” Steele explained.

In addition to the two participants who
asked to join the YS, one YS member in
Montreal decided to join the Communist
League. Initial contributions for the Mili-
tant fund drive of CAN$2,268 were pledged
or raised from conference participants from
Canada and US$500 from U.S. participants.
The YS national fund drive also raised
CANS$1,338 in contributions and pledges.
Participants bought 30 books.

Mick O’Donnell in Montreal and John
Steele in Toronto contributed to this article.
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Debate over intervention in Albania

Continued from front page

city’s entrance. The volunteers who man
them get a stipend disbursed by the defense
council. On the other end of town, the
former army base on the rocky heights of
the north side of the bay is abandoned and
some of its buildings dismantled. We saw a
couple of people taking bricks from one of
the barracks’ walls. Down below the cliffs
overlooking the Adriatic, the naval base is
also deserted. The four navy gunboats, de-
cades old, are in the hands of the rebels,
though one is sunk and only one of the rest
is operational.

Except for some sporadic gunfire from
people shooting in the air, the towns and
villages in this region are fairly quiet. In
downtown Saranda, there was evidence of
the unrest at the beginning of the month.
Most of the shops were closed, some with
their windows broken and a couple burned.
The police station in the same area was also
torched and police officers have left their
duties. The council Koucia organizes is now
trying to deputize new police officers, in-
cluding some from the previous police de-
partment, to enforce order and put a stop to
looting and burning of shops and govern-
ment buildings that took place the first days
of the revolt. Koucia said he is opposed to
foreign military intervention, which is now
being debated by Paris, Rome, Washington,
and other imperialist powers. “This is for
the Albanian people to sort out,” he said.
“Most Albanians want Berisha to go,” re-
ferring to Albanian president Sali Berisha.

“This is also the position of the National
Front for the Salvation of the People,” a
coalition of defense committees formed by
rebel forces controlling 12 cities in south-
ern Albania, said Minella Bala, a truck
driver who is also on Saranda’s defense
council. The Front issued a statement to that
effect on March 16, after its second meet-
ing in Gjirokastra, a city of 32,000 people
60 miles east of here.

A stalemate with government forces

“Only half of our demands are met,” Bala
said. “Berisha appointed a new government
that includes opposition figures and agreed
to new elections by June. But he is still the
president and there are no guarantees that
people are going to get compensated for
their losses from the pyramids.” The col-
lapse of the pyramid schemes in January —
fraudulent investment funds into which
many Albanian families had deposited their
money — sparked the two-month-old rebel-
lion.

In a concession aimed at ending the re-
volt, Berisha named Bashkim Fino of the
opposition Socialist Party as prime minis-
ter on March 11 and announced new elec-
tions within three months. Soon afterward,
Berisha released and pardoned SP leader
and former premier Fatos Nano, who had
been serving a 12-year sentence since 1993
on charges of embezzling state funds. The
parliament, controlled by Berisha’s Demo-
cratic Party since what everyone inter-
viewed here described as fraudulent elec-
tions last year, passed a law giving amnesty
to all those who would turn in their weap-
ons by March 20. The new cabinet includes
other SP members and ministers from the
Democratic Party. Fino has called on the
rebels to turn in their weapons and “abide
by the constitution.”

On March 18, the publishers of eight Al-
banian dailies demanded that the new gov-
ernment end censorship, imposed with the
state of emergency Berisha declared on
March 2.

Over the last few days, a stalemate has
developed between the government in
Tirana, the country’s capital, and the rebels
who control the southern third of the coun-
try. According to several news reports here,
government forces remain in control of the
capital. CNN showed several thousand
people in what was dubbed as a “peace
rally” on March 16. The Albanian state news
agency ATA said hundreds of civilians have
begun to return weapons taken from armor-
ies — over 3,000 rifles, five missiles, doz-
ens of hand grenades, and 3 million bullets
were reportedly turned back to authorities
in Tirana by March 18. Even if these re-
ports are true, the weaponry described is a
tiny fraction of what has been seized by ci-
vilians, and no return of arms has taken
place in the south so far.

On March 19, Fino postponed indefi-
nitely a meeting with representatives of the
National Front for the Salvation of the
People that was to take place that day in
Gjirokastra, where the SP official was
mayor from 1992 to 1996.

Isuf Cepani, a former army officer who
is on Gjirokastra’s defense council, said in
an interview the same day, that National
Front representatives from throughout the
south will meet in Tepeleni, southern Alba-
nia, on March 21. “We’ve given Berisha a
deadline of March 21 to resign,” Cepani
said. “We’ll discuss what to do next if he’s
still in office then.” If the president capitu-
lates, Front leaders propose that the presi-
dency by replaced by a committee that
would include insurgents.

Asked by a reporter for BBC television
if rebel forces would consider a march to
Tirana to oust the president, Cepani said the
idea is under consideration. No obvious
preparations for such a move can be detected
in this area, however.

Debate over imperialist intervention

On March 17, an 11-member European
Union (EU) delegation led by Dutch diplo-
mat Jean de Marchant et d’ Ansembourg ar-
rived in Tirana and met with Berisha. The
Albanian president reiterated demands for
imperialist financial and military aid to his
regime. “I think that European police units
are a necessity so that together with our units
they can distribute aid and contribute to re-
establishing order and reforming our po-
lice,” Berisha said, according to ATA. Prime
minister Fino also backed the call for EU
intervention.

The EU visit followed a two-day debate
at a meeting of European Union foreign
ministers in the Netherlands, which was
marked by deep divisions between Paris and
Bonn. French foreign minister Herve de
Charette argued for an initial military force
of up to 3,000 soldiers and police to be dis-
patched to Albania swiftly to take control
of the Tirana airport and government build-
ings. The military operation, if Paris had its
wishes, would be under the auspices of the
Western European Union, the EU’s embry-
onic military arm that the French rulers have
been trying to prop up as their alternative to
Washington’s NATO. “We are not in a civil
war,” De Charette stated, ““it’s total anarchy.”

Gjirokaster, in southern Albania.

The Italian and Greek governments were
among the strongest backers of the French
plan, with Rome floating proposals for a
force as large as 7,000 troops.

But the French plan ran into strong op-
position from Bonn and London. German
foreign minister Klaus Kinkel rejected what
he termed that “something-must-be-done”
school of foreign policy, referring to Paris’s
proposal. “This is no time to plunge into a
new adventure,” he said. “You know best
what happens when you send soldiers with-
out a clear mandate.”

British Foreign Secretary Malcolm
Rifkind underscored London’s opposition
to any military role for the EU in Europe,
which could undermine Britain’s special
relationship with Washington. “The EU as
such has no defense role, no military role,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Washington, which until a
couple of weeks ago had backed Berisha
with economic and military aid, rejected the
Albanian president’s call for NATO inter-
vention and called on Berisha to resign. In
that way, the U.S. rulers give the appear-
ance taking the moral high ground and po-
sition themselves to best take advantage of
the outcome of the revolt. “The main prob-
lem is that there is lack of trust in the [Alba-
nian] government,” said NATO spokesman
Jamie Fhea.

On March 14, the U.S. government sus-
pended efforts to evacuate most of the 2,000
U.S. officials and other personnel in Alba-
nia, supposedly after gunmen fired on two
helicopter gunships waiting to pick up dip-
lomats outside Tirana. The same day, Ger-
man troops fired on Albanian protesters,
injuring several people, as a German heli-
copter was evacuating officials from Bonn’s
embassy in Tirana, according to Reuters.

The imperialist powers, especially Rome
and Athens, vying for different forms of
intervention with the ultimate goal of re-
establishing capitalism in the Albanian
workers state, are using the exodus of thou-
sands to win acceptance for their aim. As
of March 18, over 10,000 Albanians had
crossed the Asiatic to Italy, mostly from the
Port of Durres, west of Tirana. Another
3,500 have arrived in Greece, according to

Residents arm themselves in rebel-held town o
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the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees.

The Italian government suspended its
policy of immediately sending back Alba-
nian immigrants with no proper papers, and
is now giving “temporary humanitarian resi-
dence” for three months to those fleeing.
At the same time, Rome has sent back to
Tirana 250 Albanians it branded as “crimi-
nals.” According to an article in the March
17 Financial Times of London, almost three-
quarters of the Albanian navy has taken ref-
uge in either Brindisi or Otranto in Italy,
including 250 military personnel.

“Many of the military officers who fled
to Italy must have their hands dirty against
the people,” Minella Bala told the Militant.
“They could have stayed here like thousands
of others to fight Berisha.”

Several thousand Albanians have camped
for days at Durres, waiting for the opportu-
nity to board a ship to Italy. “I have been
here for four days and nights,” said Samir
Paja. He had been expelled from Italy in
1991, after 40,000 Albanians fled across the
Asiatic when the former Stalinist regime of
Ramiz Alia tottered. “We want our govern-
ment to calm down the situation. If Berisha
resigns, we would stay.” On a hill overlook-
ing Durres, Albanians carted away bath-
room fixtures and other items from the re-
mains of what used to be the summer pai-
ace of King Zog, who fled Albania in 1939,
a few years before the workers and peasant
revolution of 1944 — 46 that successfully de-
feated the Nazi occupation and overturned
capitalist rule. “I don’t care about the

Continued on Page 14

One more reason to give
to the Militant Fund

As we traveled to Saranda, three
motor boats with several armed men
on each approached the boatKalliopi,
which was transporting dozens of
sacks of flour donated by the govern-
ment and other institutions in north-
ern Greece. The armed men took the
flour that was allotted for their vil-
lage, Xamili, which has no port.

Militant reporters translated this
exchange for Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation reporter  Mike
Hornbecker. They later overheard
him transmitting a falsified account
of the story in his live CBC broad-
cast from the safety of his hotel.
Hornbecker said the flour had been
“hijacked in high seas by armed rob-
bers.” He also described the few spo-
radic gunshots as we approached the
Saranda port as “a hail of bullets,” the
young people carrying rifles in the
cities as “young thugs,” and defense
council President Koucia as the “lo-
cal warlord.” So much for facts from
the capitalist media.

—AM.
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Communist Continuity and the Fight for

Women'’s Liberation (3 Parts)
Documents of the Socialist Workers Party 1971-86

Edited with an introduction by Mary-Alice Waters
How did the oppression of women begin? Who
benefits? What social forces have the power to

end the second-class status of women? This
three-part series helps politically equip the
generation of women and men joining battles

in defense of women'’s rights today.

Set $10.00 (regular price $30.00)

Part 1: Women's Liberation and the
Line of March of the Working Class
$3.50 (regular price $10.00)

Part 2: Women, Leadership, and the
Proletarian Norms of the Communist
Movement $3.15 (regular price $9.00)

Part 3: Abortion Rights, the ERA,
and the Rebirth of a Feminist Movement
$3.85 (regular price $11.00)

Woman's Evolution

From Matriarchal Clan

to Patriarchal Family

Evelyn Reed

Assesses women's leading and still largely
unknown contributions to the development of
human civilization and refutes the myth that
women have always been subordinate to men.
“Certain to become a classic text in women's
history”—Publishers Weekly.

$8.00 (regular price $22.95)

On the Emancipation
of Women
V.I. Lenin

Writings and speeches by the central leader of
the Russian revolution on the fight for
women's equality and the struggle for
socialism. $1.75 (regular price $4.95)

Women and the Cuban
Revolution

Speeches and Documents
by Fidel Castro, Vilma Espin,
and others

Edited by Elizabeth Stone

The transformation of women’s economic and
social status in Cuba since the 1959 revolution.
$5.00 (regular price $13.95)

In Spanish

El aborto:
derecho
fundamental
de la mujer

Pat Grogan and
others

Abortion is a Woman's
Right. $2.65
(regular price $3.50)

La evolucion

de la mujer

Del clan matriarcal
a la familia patriarcal

Evelyn Reed

Women's Evolution.
$14.25 (regular price $18.95)

El origen de la familia, la

propiedad privada y el estado
Frederick Engels

Origin of the Family, Private Property, and the
State. $7.45 (regular price $9.95)
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In french

La libération de la femme: une
exigence du futur
Thomas Sankara

(In Oser inventer I'avenir)
The future demands that women be freed.
$26.95 (regular price $35.95)

Programme d’action
pour faire face a la crise
économique
qui vient
Edited by Doug
Jenness

An action program to
confront the coming
economic crisis.
$4.25

(regular price $5.50)
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-and after World War Il irreversibly changed U.S.

The Changing Face of U.S. Politics
Working-Class Politics and the Trade Unions
Jack Barnes

A handbook for workers coming into the 4 A c K

factories, mines, and mills, as they react to
OF U.S. POLITICS

8 AR NE S
THE CHANGING FACE

the uncertain life, ceaseless turmoil, and

ics and the uni

brutality of capitalism in the closing years
of the twentieth century. It shows how
millions of workers, as political resistance
grows, will revolutionize themselves,
their unions, and all of society.

$14.95 (regular price $19.95)

Cosmetics, Fashions, and

the Exploitation of Women
Joseph Hansen, Evelyn Reed,

and Mary-Alice Waters

How big business promotes cosmetics to
generate profits and perpetuate the
oppression of women. In her introduction,
Mary-Alice Waters explains how the entry of
millions of women into the workforce during

COSMETICS

society and laid the basis for a renewed rise of F A IONS

struggles for women's equality. ExplooIE
or WOMEN

$9.75 (regular price $12.95)

Feminism and the Marxist
Movement
Mary-AliceWaters

Since the founding of the modern revolutionary
workers movement nearly 150 years ago,
Marxists have championed the struggle for
women'’s rights and spotlighted the economic
roots of their oppression.

$2.25 (regular price $3.00)

The Origin of the Family,
Private Property,

and the State

Frederick Engels, Introduction by Evelyn Reed
How the emergence of class-divided society
gave rise to repressive state bodies and family
structures that protect the property of the
ruling layers and enable them to pass along
wealth and privilege. Engels discusses the
consequences for working people of these
class institutions—from their origins until
modern times. $12.75 (regular price $16.95)

Women's Liberation and the
African Freedom Struggle
Thomas Sankara

“There is no true social revolution without the
liberation of women," explains the leader of
the 1983-87 revolution in Burkina Faso.
$2.25 (regular price $3.00)

Abortion Is a Woman's Right
Pat Grogan and others
Why abortion rights are central to the fight for

the full emancipation of women.
$2.25 (regular price $3.00)
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SWP wins extension
of campaign rights

BY GREG McCARTAN

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Federal
Election Commission has granted campaign
committees supporting Socialist Workers
Party candidates a six-year extension of their
exemption from reporting the names of fi-
nancial contributors to the government.

The ruling came at an FEC meeting here
March 6 in response to a request filed with
the commission by the socialists last No-
vember. Constitutional rights attorney
Michael Krinsky prepared the extensive le-
gal and factual papers backing the petition
for continued exemption from the financial
disclosure requirements. Krinsky is a part-
ner in the New York firm of Rabinowitz,
Boudin, Standard, Krinsky, and Lieberman.

For the first time since the SWP’s initial
victory in 1979 over the federal
government’s undemocratic reporting pro-
cedure, however, the FEC imposed a restric-
tion on the exemption. The commission
ruled that the SWP campaign committee
must now assign “a code number for each
contributor and [report] that code number
when disclosing a contribution by that per-
son.” At the March 6 hearing, FEC attorney
Jonathan Levin said he would recommend
extending that onerous procedure to others
currently exempted from federal reporting
requirements.

Quarter-century battle

Since 1971, the U.S. government has re-
quired all federal candidates and campaign
committees to file frequent and detailed re-
ports identifying contributors of more than
$200, as well as those who are paid for rent,
printing, and other services. Reports are re-
quired to list the name, addresses, and oc-
cupation of the contributor as well as the
amount contributed. These reports are open
to the public.

From the outset, Socialist Workers cam-
paign committees have refused to comply
with these procedures and have mounted a
legal and political battle to defend the right
of privacy of those who contribute to SWP
election efforts. Since party members and
supporters have long been targeted by gov-
ernment police agencies and rightist outfits,
the SWP has argued that disclosing the
names of contributors would simply con-
stitute a ready-made “enemies list.”

The SWP explained that its advocacy of
a workers and farmers government and of
socialism; its participation in the union
movement and labor struggles; and its in-
volvement in the fight against imperialist
wars, for Black rights, women’s equality,
and the rights of the foreign-born resulted
in a decades-long U.S. government disrup-
tion program against it going back to the
build-up for World War II. The party and its
supporters have also been the target of
threats and attacks by right-wing individu-
als and organizations, employers, the police,
and state and local governments.

Disclosure of the names of contributors
to SWP election campaigns, the party ar-
gues, would hand a further weapon to the
government, bosses, and rightist outfits to
wield against those who oppose their poli-
cies.

The fight for exemption from disclosure

Freedom
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was part of a broader campaign by the party
to maximize the political space the workers
movement can use to organize and engage
in struggle. As the material submitted to the
FEC this year makes clear, the SWP runs
candidates in elections across the country,
actively distributes socialist publications and
revolutionary books, maintains public of-
fices around the country, and functions in
the labor and other mass movements.

By 1979 the public campaign and court
rulings had established that the financial
disclosure law, as applied to the SWP, was a
violation of the First Amendment right to
freedom of association and privacy. This
year’s Federal Election Commission ruling,
known as an advisory opinion, is built on
those victories.

Some 70 incidents documented

In their submission, the socialists pro-
vided extensive documentation of incidents
of harassment and threats from 1990, the
time of the last FEC ruling, through the end
of 1996.

This year’s FEC advisory opinion notes
the SWP has “provided descriptions with
supporting signed declarations or other
documentation as to approximately 70 inci-
dents of harassment, many from private
sources that include acts of vandalism
against SWP offices and SWP-related book-
stores; threat and acts of violence from per-
sons identifying themselves as members of
the Ku Klux Klan; threats and acts of vio-
lence by anti-Castro activists; negative ac-
tions by, or statements from, employers
against persons apparently as a result of
those persons’ association with the SWP;
and abusive behavior toward SWP candi-
dates or other persons publicly associating
with the SWP.”

The ruling also notes “documentation of
approximately 20 incidents involving police
interactions with SWP workers.” It says that
the “incidents sometimes appear to involve
actions by the police that were apparently
motivated by a hostile feeling toward the
SWP or views expressed by the SWP.”

The FEC concluded from these cases that
the “SWP and persons publicly associated
with it have experienced a significant
amount of harassment form private sources
in the 1990-1996 period,” and that, “such
harassment appears to have been intended
to intimidate the SWP and persons associ-
ated with it from engaging in their political
activities and in expressing their political
views. The opinion added that there is “also
evidence of continuing harassment by local
police.”

At the same time, the new ruling states
that “the hostility from other governmental
sources appears to have abated.” It says that
the documentation submitted by the SWP
“does not present evidence [similar to that
in the party’s 1990 petition] indicating nega-
tive attitudes toward the SWP” on the part
of federal government agencies.

The SWP’s attorney Michael Krinsky re-
plied to their claim in a written comment on
a draft of the advisory opinion that FEC at-
torneys had supplied to the SWP less than a
week prior to the March 6 hearing.

Ongoing dangers from Washington

Krinsky pointed out
that the SWP’s petition
for a renewal of its ex-
emption had reviewed

Washington’s 50-year the extensive documen-
Domestic Contra Op- tation of federal govern-
eration in New Inter- ment spying unearthed
national no. 6 as a result of a historic
by Larry Seigle $10.00 lawsuit filed by the SWP
against the FBI and

FBl on Trial other government agen-
The Victory Iin the So- cies and the political
clalist Workers Party campaign that accompa-
- Suit against Govern- nied it. In 1986 federal
‘ment Spying Ju:l%de ‘Th;)mas Gfrieﬁa
; ruled in favor of the
Edited by Margaret Jayko $17.95 SWP, finding that the
Cointelpro: The FBI's Se- FBI had engaged in a

decades-long pattern of
activity that violated the
constitutional rights of
the SWP and Young So-
cialists Alliance, their
members, and support-

Krinsky wrote in the
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SWP gubernatorial candidate Bob Miller (right) campaigns in Jersey City, New Jer-
sey, March 9. Party won continued exemption from reporting names of contributors.

November request that “the past history of
the federal activities against the SWP re-
mains relevant... given its long duration, ex-
traordinary intensity, and gross illegality....
It is hardly surprising,” he wrote, “that the
history of FBI disruption, warrantless bur-
glaries, warrantless wiretaps, informant
penetration, and the like, still intimidates
and still hampers the ability of the SWP to
solicit contributions and to engage in edu-
cational and political activities.”

The SWP’s petition for an extension also
presented evidence of continued federal ani-
mus toward the party and its supporters since
1990. It cited three recent cases:

Priscilla Schenk, a unionist and SWP
campaign supporter in Iowa, was interro-
gated by the Secret Service at her workplace
in 1991 about her political views.

Milton Chee, a production worker at the
Alameda Naval Air Station in California,
was subjected by his employer to campaign
of harassment culminating in a Hatch Act
investigation in 1992.

Jason Coughlin had his security clearance
pulled and was reassigned from his job as a
computer programmer by the Air Force af-
ter he attended a socialist conference in
1991.

The draft FEC advisory opinion said the
SWP has failed to provide “complete infor-
mation” about the Chee and Coughlin cases
on the basis of which evidence of ongoing
federal harassment could be substantiated.

“The draft opinion fails to note,” Krinsky
wrote in his March 4 reply to the commis-
sion, “that Chee was first questioned by the
Navy about political speech, his distribution
of aflier for a ‘Militant Labor Forum’ event.
It fails to note that Chee was twice formally
cautioned against ‘passing out literature of
a political nature,” supposedly a violation
of Navy regulations concerning ‘contraband
material.” ”

Krinsky also supplied additional docu-
mentation concerning the character of the
“extensive interrogations [of Chee] on two
occasions as to his political affiliations, ac-
tivities, and associates, including internal
assignments and meetings of the Socialist
Workers Party branch in San Francisco, os-
tensibly as part of the Office of Special
Counsel investigation into possible viola-
tions of the Hatch Act.”

The Hatch Act is an undemocratic piece
of legislation to curtail workers’ rights
adopted under the Roosevelt administration
in the 1930s. It prohibits federal employees
from supporting or running in partisan elec-
tions. Chee, a candidate in a non-partisan
election for board of supervisors in San
Francisco in 1992, had been endorsed by the
SWP.

In his reply to the FEC draft, Krinsky re-
asserted that the record “demonstrates that
the Navy was concerned with, and broadly
investigated, Chee for his perceived politi-
cal association with the Socialist Workers
Party, and did not confine itself to Hatch Act
matters.”

As to the case of airman Jason Coughlin,
Krinsky replied that “the draft opinion fails
to recognize the import of the explanation
by Brigadier General Jensen, USAF, Deputy
Director for Analysis, Concepts and Sys-
tems, for the suspension of Coughlin’s se-
curity clearance and for the initiation of a
security investigation: ‘because of your al-
leged involvement with socialist organiza-
tions, contact with a foreign national, and
the perception of your questionable loyalty,
honesty, and reliability which exists in your
previous workercenter.””

Responding to the draft opinion’s claim

that the outcome of Coughlin’s case had
been unclear in the SWP’s initial petition,
Krinsky reviewed the information that had
been presented there. “No further develop-
ment of the facts was needed,” Krinsky ex-
plained that since the termination of the
airman’s position as computer programmer
and of his security clearance remained in
effect until he was granted separation from
the Air Force on the basis of the fact that he
was not able to advance in the field in which
he enlisted.

Krinsky’s reply to the FEC draft opinion
was available to the press at the March 6
hearing. The advisory opinion adopted by
the six FEC members changed the draft
slightly in light of the material submitted
on behalf of the SWP, stating that the
Coughlin case “presents the possibility of a
chilling effect on public association with the
SWP.”

Requirement on coding of contributors

Krinsky’s March 4 reply to the FEC draft
also objected to the imposition of the new
requirement that SWP campaign commit-
tees assign a code number for each contribu-
tor and report those numbers to the govern-
ment. This restriction was rationalized in the
draft opinion as a way to permit either FEC
officials or private citizens reviewing the
SWP’s reports “to determine whether con-
tributions in excess of the limits are being
made.”

Responding on behalf of the SWP,
Krinsky wrote that “there appears to be no
reason why such a burden should be added
now when it has not been thought neces-
sary for the preceding twenty-three years of
the SWP’s exemption.” He added that “im-
posing such a requirement places an unrea-
sonable burden on the reporting procedures
of a party whose small vote and small num-
ber of contributors have no bearing on the
stated aims of federal reporting regulations.”

At the March 6 hearing this new regula-
tion was the subject of some discussion
among FEC members and the commission
attorney Levin, who prepared the draft.
Commission member Scott Thomas said he
had looked up Socialist Workers campaign
committee reports and found that few of
them raised over the $5,000 minimum that
requires the filing of a report. From review-
ing the Socialist Workers 1996 National
Campaign Committee’s reports, Thomas
said, his conclusion was that the socialists
appear to have a large number of small con-
tributors to their election efforts.

Levin acknowledged that “on balance
there is not a concern that they are exceed-
ing the limits,” but said the coding require-
ment was the only way to determine if a vio-
lation was occurring. He said that several
state election boards have had a similar re-
quirement in place for a number of years.

“Why are we doing this?”” another com-
mission member asked. “We don’t want to
get into litigation, do we? Will the regula-
tion be applied to other parties, such as the
Communist Party?” .

Levin said that as of now the Communist
Party, which also has an exemption from the
reporting requirements, does not have the
coding requirement, “but when they come
up for review, yes, we would extend this to
them as well.”

The commission voted to approve the six-
year extension, the draft advisory opinion
as amended, and the newly imposed report-
ing requirement.

Greg McCartan is the SWP National Cam-
paign Director.



Clinton, Congress attack abortion rights

BY HILDA CUZCO

Opponents of a woman’s right to have an
abortion have stepped up their efforts to roll
back this gain with the reopening of the
debate in Congress on a bill to outlaw a type
of late-term abortion procedure. President
William Clinton has said that he will ap-
prove the measure, if it is amended slightly.
Votes are expected in both houses of Con-
gress before the end of March.

The bill would ban a procedure medically
known as “intact dilation and evacuation,”
or D&E. Opponents of abortion rights have
demagogically dubbed it “partial-birth”
abortion. If the law is adopted, doctors per-
forming this operation could be subject to
up to $250,000 in fines and two years in
prison, and anybody assisting in the proce-
dure could also be held liable. The only ex-
ception currently stipulated in the bill is if
the procedure were necessary to save the
life of the woman.

In April 1996, Clinton vetoed an earlier
version of the bill, but said he would have
signed it if exceptions were also granted in
cases where pregnancy threatened a
woman’s health. Last December, the presi-
dent told reporters that if legislators “will
help me with language here and do it in good
faith, I will happily sign this bill,” a posi-
tion he still holds.

The proposal to ban these late-term abor-
tions was first introduced in 1993 by Re-
publican representative from Florida
Charles Canady as an amendment to the
Freedom of Choice Act. That legislation,
aimed at restoring some abortion rights re-
stricted by the Supreme Court rulings in
1989 and 1992, never reached a final vote.
Canady’s amendment, which he argued for
on grounds that the Freedom of Choice bill
would have restricted states from banning
late-term abortions, was narrowly defeated.

A new version of the ban on intact D&E
abortions passed the House and Senate last
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year, accompanied by a campaign to de-
scribe the supposed “horror” of this proce-
dure. Opponents of abortion rights produced
graphic diagrams and lurid descriptions of
the operation, which were widely shown on
TV and in the press. The Washington Post
quoted Canady in a September 1996 article
as saying “The difference between the par-
tial-birth abortion procedure and homicide
is a mere three inches.”

Those supporting the antiabortion bill
included many legislators who in the past
have said they support women’s right to
choose. New York Democrat Senator
Patrick Moynihan, for instance, called the
procedure “as close to infanticide as any-
thing I have come upon in our judiciary.”
Others in this category included House Mi-
nority Leader Richard Gephardt, a Demo-
crat from Missouri, and Rep. Susan Molinari
Republican from New York.

Many pundits have joined in the chorus,
serving to shift the debate away from the
question of women’s rights. In a March 11
column in the Washington Post, for ex-
ample, Richard Cohen argued, “a third-tri-

Unionists bring support to steel strike

BY JOHN SARGE

STEUBENVILLE, Ohio — Nearly 200
unionists gathered in Detroit the early morn-
ing of March 15 in sub-freezing weather.
That began a day of solidarity with the 4,500
members of the United Steelworkers of
America (USWA), who are on strike against
Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel. The workers
gathered to begin a caravan of over 75 ve-
hicles, taking more than two tons of food
and thousands of dollars raised for the strik-
ing workers.

The caravan was organized by USWA
District 2. Each vehicle carried signs “Cara-
van For Justice — Real working people,
helping hard working people.” The Wheel-
ing-Pitt strikers are fighting for a guaran-
teed pension plan on a par with plans now
in place at unionized integrated steel mills
organized by the USWA.

Unionists involved in the solidarity ac-
tion came from USWA locals across Michi-
gan, along with a few from Wisconsin. The
largest contingent was from Local 1299 at
Great Lakes Steel, National Steel’s Detroit
area mill. Members of the United Auto
Workers (UAW) union from at least 10 lo-
cals in Region 1A, Southeast Michigan, took
part, and were joined by small groups of
workers from other unions. About a dozen
workers who had been on strike against
Detroit’s two daily newspapers for 20
months turned out bringing donations of
food. The newspaper workers, whose inter-
national unions had proposed an uncondi-
tional return to work in February, are still
locked out of both newspapers. No work-
ers have been recalled.

When the caravan arrived here in

2,700 auto workers walk

Continued from front page

has hired hardly any workers. Most of the
workforce is transferred workers from
plants GM has shut down over the past de-
cade. On the picket lines there were auto
workers from the Detroit area;
Andersonville, Indiana; Janesville, Wiscon-
sin; and from California.

The picket lines are being honored by
Teamster drivers who work for Ryder Com-
mercial Carriers and by construction work-
ers who are building a new body shop for a
new GM model truck.

The automaker is planning to launch the
new truck in 1999. The company claims that
the new model will require 30 percent less
labor hours to build. Whether this claim will
materialize will depend, in part, on the out-
come of the current battle over jobs and
working conditions.

The strike comes on the heels of a three-
day walk-out at another GM truck assem-
bly plant in January by 4,300 IUE workers
in Moraine, Ohio. Unlike its rivals at Ford
and Chrysler, GM has reached local agree-
ments with only 60 percent of its 105 UAW
locals. In response to the strike, a GM
spokesperson said, “We are facing an ex-
tremely competitive market out there...”

These negotiations will be watched

closely by UAW locals without local agree-
ments, to see who gets the upper hand. Like
other UAW locals, the union, which nearly
went on strike in 1995, has been preparing
for a showdown with the auto giant for most
of the year.

In a related development in the auto in-
dustry, Ford Motor Co. has announced plans
to drop production of the Ford Thunderbird
and three other models. This will mean clos-
ing down the car unit at the Loraine assem-
bly plant in Ohio. This is the first car as-
sembly plant Ford plans to shut down since
1982.

Ford says about 1,800 UAW workers will
be laid off later this year. In addition, an-
other 700 parts workers who supply mate-
rials to Ford will also lose their jobs. Ac-
cording to the Wall Street Journal, this is
“the first of several moves intended to shrink
Ford’s North American capacity.”

Another press report from the Chicago
Tribune said that “at least seven of Ford’s
auto assembly plants may face partial or
complete shutdown in the next five years
as the company moves to consolidate as well
as eliminate product lines.”

Frank Forrestal is a member of UAW Lo-
cal 551 at Ford in Chicago.

mester fetus is too much like a child, and
the D&E is too gruesome a procedure for
me to approve.”

The number of intact D&E abortions per-
formed has also become a point of debate
between supporters and opponents of the
ban, despite the fact that there are no clear
statistics. Antiabortion forces have played
up recent statements by Ron Fitzsimmons,
executive director of the National Coalition
of Abortion Providers, a lobbying group
based in Alexandria, Virginia, representing
200 abortion clinics. In February,
Fitzsimmons told ABC television that he
had earlier lied on how many late-term abor-
tions are performed. Fitzsimmons said that
in the “Nightline” program of November
1995, he mentioned that there were no more
than 450 intact D&E procedures done a year.
Now he claims the number is as high as
5,000. Proponents of the ban claim this
somehow makes it more important to end
the procedure.

At a March 11 hearing in Congress, rep-
resentatives of abortion rights organizations
debated the issue of late-term abortion. One

of them, Kate Michelman, president of the
National Abortion and Reproductive Rights
Action League, stated that the issue is
whether Congress should be dictating medi-
cal procedures, as well as “women’s con-
stitutional right to privacy and the protec-
tion of women’s health.”

Meanwhile, state legislatures in Missis-
sippi, Colorado, and New Jersey voted in
January in favor of banning “partial-birth”
abortion. A similar measure was adopted
last year in Michigan, but has yet to be in
effect. A bill awaiting approval in the Mary-
land House and Senate would fine anybody
performing the procedure $1,000 and sub-
ject them to up to two years in prison. The
New York State Senate approved legisla-
tion March 10 that would ban D&E abor-
tion, with penalties of up to four years in
prison for doctors involved.

State governments have adopted a range
of other restrictions on abortion rights as
well. In January, Virginia became the 27th
state in the United States to require young
women under 18 to notify a parent before
having an abortion.
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Some 200 unionists marched in solidarity with Wheeling-Pitt strikers in Steubenville

Steubenville, the Michigan participants were
joined by workers who had traveled from
Columbus, Ohio, and the Chicago area. They
marched together to the front gate of the steel
mill for a short rally.

The visiting unionists then recessed to
USWA Local 1190’s hall for lunch and an
indoor rally of about 400 people. Speakers
at the rally included a local union official,
the chair of the USWA'’s negotiating com-
mittee, the USWA director of District 2,
Harry Lester, the UAW Region 1A director
Bob King, the president of the Detroit Met-
ropolitan Council of the AFL-CIO, and a
locked-out Detroit newspaper worker Kate
DeSmet, who invited the steelworkers and
others to come to Detroit on June 20 and 21
to protest against the newspaper bosses.

A major aspect of the rally was presenta-
tions of the donations brought by the visit-
ing unionists. Steelworkers from Manistee,
in the northern part of Michigan, had
brought over a ton of food and $2,000. They
had left nothern Michigan at 2 a.m. to join
the Detroit caravan. Local 1299 had also
collected over a ton of food and is on a cam-
paign to raise a dollar a week per member
for the strike fund. Steelworkers from the
Bethlehem Steel Works in Gary, Indiana,
brought a check for $6,394 raised in their
mill, and promised more.

Meanwhile, Wheeling-Pitt and its parent
company WHX were dealt a major set back
March 3. Judge Jennifer Sargus of Belmont
County Common Pleas Court overruled the
Ohio Bureau of Employment Services,
granting over 3,700 strikers working in Ohio
benefits effective Oct. 1, 1996, the first day
of the strike. The company had earlier won
rulings against unemployment compensa-
tion for the strikers in Ohio, Pennsylvania,
and West Virginia.

The ruling by Sargus was immediately
appealed by WHX, but denied. That means
strikers should receive checks while the
company’s appeal works its way through the
courts. In her decision, quoted in the
Steubenville Herald-Star, the judge found

March 31, 1997

that “uncontradicted testimony establishes
that in 1994 [contract talks with the com-
pany] recognizes a commitment ‘to discuss
a renewed defined-benefit plan.”” Ron
LaBow, chairman of WHX, and now cur-
rently engaged in direct negotiations with
the USWA, has falsely claimed in his anti-
union media campaign that a guaranteed
pension plan was never a negotiable issue
and has refused to discuss one.

Morale was high on the picket line the
day after the decision. Paul Crowe, a main-
tenance worker at the Mingo Junction, Ohio,
mill said that all along the company was
preventing an end to the strike. “We’re not
the ones keeping us out,” Crowe said. In
addition to strikers feeling vindicated by the
ruling against WHX, Crowe welcomed the
visible solidarity now joining the fight. The
strike gets a lot stronger “when you don’t
feel like your alone,” Crowe added.

One example of the steady flow of sup-
port coming into the mill towns in Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia was re-
ported in the Herald-Star March 9. The day
before, some 40 steelworkers showed up in
a bus, including veterans of the 1984 Danly
Machine strike from Cicero, Illinois; work-
ers from Kenosha, Wisconsin; and other
workplaces in Chicago. “The Chicago-area
Steelworkers spent about an hour at the
Follansbee plant gates before moving south
to meet with pickets at the Beech Bottom
plant,” the article reported.

Meanwhile, the same day that the unem-
ployment decision was handed down, WHX
posted a $34.6 million loss for the quarter.
According to the WHX release on its 1996
fourth quarter loss, it “includes the effects
of three months of the strike at its Wheel-
ing-Pitt operations. The results reflect the
loss of revenue and production from Oct. 1
to Dec. 31,” the Herald-Star reported.

John Sarge is a member of UAW Local 900
in the Detroit area. Tony Dutrow, a member
of USWA Local 1557 in Pittsburgh, contrib-
uted to this article.
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Clinton’s CIA nominee retreats under fire

BY NAOMI CRAINE

Anthony Lake withdrew from nomination
to head the Central Intelligence Agency
March 17, saying that extensive Senate con-
firmation hearings were “hurting the CIA
and NSC [National Security Council] staff
in ways I can no longer tolerate.” This came
in the midst of an unfolding scandal over
Democratic Party fund-raising at the White
House and charges that Beijing sought to
buy influence in the 1996 U.S. elections.

Hearings on Lake’s nomination were
sharply partisan, reflecting the desire of
major sections of the ruling class to prevent
liberals like Lake from heading essential re-
pressive institutions such as the CIA.

It’s not that Lake didn’t have good cre-
dentials to run the agency. He was the na-
tional security advisor in President William
Clinton’s first administration. As such, he
served as one of the architects of U.S. for-
eign policy over the last four years. He was
one of the main advocates of sending U.S.
troops into Haiti in 1994, and has played a
central role in Washington’s involvement in
Yugoslavia. One of the things Lake got
roasted for in the Senate hearings was not
informing Congress that while Washington
was formally pushing an arms embargo on
all of Yugoslavia, the Clinton administra-
tion backed arms sales by Tehran to Mus-
lim forces in Bosnia. Later, when
Washington’s “let it bleed” policy had run
its course, Lake was involved in drawing
up the “peace accord” in Dayton, Ohio, for
NATO troops to occupy and partition
Bosnia.

Last November, when Washington was
probing possible military intervention in
eastern Zaire, Lake ordered CIA flights over
the area, supposedly to learn where thou-
sands of refugees from Rwanda had gone.

Lake’s career got off the ground in Viet-
nam, where he was stationed with the U.S.
State Department at the beginning of
Washington’s buildup of the war in
Indochina in 1962. By 1970 he had advanced
to the position of aide to Richard Nixon’s
national security advisor, Henry Kissinger.
He resigned that post, stating disagreement
with the U.S. invasion of Cambodia, but
later explained that he thought Washington
couldn’t win the war. Lake again served in
the State Department under James Carter’s
administration in the late 1970s.

In his bid for the post of Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence — responsible for oversee-
ing not only the CIA but 12 other spy agen-
cies as well — Lake came under fire from
the right for being “too liberal.” Among
other complaints were his resignation dur-
ing the Nixon administration and a statement
Lake made on television that he was not
absolutely certain Alger Hiss was a Soviet
spy. Hiss was a U.S. official jailed on per-
jury charges during the McCarthy witch
hunts for denying accusations of spying for
Moscow.

Another complaint voiced in the right-
wing press was that Lake might be hesitant
to use covert action, a charge the nominee
vehemently denied.

Concerns over these issues are serious
ones for the wealthy rulers in the United
States, since they are now, and will more
and more, use military might around the
world as the keystone for advancing U.S.
imperialist interests. How best to do this,
and who best to carry it out, is what the Lake
nomination debate was all about.

Accusations over ‘Chinese money’

Lake’s nomination also got caught up in
the scandals over campaign financing that
continue to swirl about the White House.
The latest round of charges which have a
decidedly jingoistic tone to them, involve
supposed efforts by the Chinese government
and Asian businessmen to influence elec-
tions in the United States through campaign
contributions.

In mid-March the FBI asserted that
Beijing tried to funnel money to Democratic
Party candidates in the 1996 congressional

—CALENDAR—

NEW JERSEY

Newark

Defend Immigrant Rights! Demonstrate in
front of the Federal Building, 970 Broad St. Tue.,
April 1, 4-6 p.m. For more information, call
(201) 643-1924 (American Friends Service Com-
mittee).
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elections. The FBI told this to several legis-
lators in June 1996, and said it also warned
two officials of the White House National
Security Council, which was under Lake’s
direction. Clinton says he and his staff, in-
cluding Lake, were never informed. In a
public standoff, officials from the White
House and the Justice Department accused
each other of lying about when the Clinton
administration had been informed of the
matter.

These allegations came out as part of a
broader hue and cry over fund-raising at the
White House by Clinton, vice president
Albert Gore, and their staff, which is sup-
posed to be illegal. Of the many people who
apparently gave big money to have coffee
or stay overnight at the president’s abode,
news reports have particularly played up
those campaign contributors and fund-rais-
ers who had ties to China and Indonesia. A
typical example appeared on the editorial
page of the New York Times March 16. There
Steven Weisman speculated that as more
facts come out, “The warnings delivered to
Attorney General Janet Reno and the Na-
tional Security Council about Chinese ef-
forts to influence the American election will
look like understatements.”

A related charge that Lake was grilled on
in the Senate hearings revolved around
Roger Tamraz, an oil financier who the CIA
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CALIFORNIA
Los Angeles

Rosie the Riveter. A documentary on women
workers in World War II, followed by discus-
sion on women workers — then and now. Fri.,
March 28, 7:30 p.m. 2546 W. Pico Bivd. Dona-
tion: $4. Tel: (213) 380-9460.

ILLINOIS

Peoria

U.S. Hands off Albania! Speaker: Angel
Lariscy, Socialist Workers Party, and member of
International Association of Machinists. Fri.,
March 28, 7 p.m.

U.S. and French Troops Out of Africa! Fri.,
April 4, 7 p.m.

What’s Behind Washington’s Drive to Expand
NATO? Fri., April 11, 7 p.m.

All events to be held at 915 N. Western. Dona-
tion: $4. Tel: (309) 676-2472.

MASSACHUSETTS

—IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP

Where to find Pathfinder books and dis-
tributors of the Militant, Perspectiva
Mundial, New International, Nouvelle
Internationale, Nueva Internacional and Ny
International.

UNITED STATES

ALABAMA: Birmingham: 111 21st St.
South. Mailing address: Suite 252, 267 West
Valley Avenue Zip 35209. Tel: (205) 323-
3079. Compuserve: 73712,3561

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 2546 W.
Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-9460,
380-9640. Compuserve: 74642,326 San Fran-
cisco: 3284 23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (415)
282-6255,285-5323. Compuserve: 75604,556

CONNECTICUT: New Haven: Mailing
address: P.O. Box 16751, Baybrook Station,
West Haven. Zip: 06516.

FLORIDA: Miami: 137 N.E. 54th St. Zip:
33137. Tel: (305) 756-1020. Compuserve:
103171,1674

GEORGIA: Atlanta: 803 Peachtree St.
NE. Zip: 30308. Tel: (404) 724-9759.
Compuserve: 104226,1245

ILLINOIS: Chicago: 1223 N. Milwaukee
Ave. Zip: 60622. Tel: (773) 342-1780.
Compuserve: 104077,511 Peoria: 915 N.
Western. Zip: 61650-0302. Mailing address:
P.O. Box 302. Tel: (309) 676-2472.
Compuserve: 104612,147

IOWA: Des Moines: 2724 Douglas Ave.
Zip: 50310. Tel: (515) 277-4600. Compuserve:
104107,1412

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: 780 Tre-
mont St. Zip: 02118. Tel: (617) 247-6772.
Compuserve: 103426,3430

MICHIGAN: Detroit: 7414 Woodward
Ave. Zip: 48202. Compuserve: 104127,3505
Tel: (313) 875-0100.

said had been “helpful in a number of ways”
and who is also under indictment in Leba-
non on embezzlement charges. Tamraz, who
contributed $177,000 to the Democrats over
the last two years, was invited to the White
House at least four times in 1996 despite
cautions by NSC staffers, after asking the
CIA to put in a good word for him. Lake
said he knew nothing about the affair. CIA
officials announced March 17 they were
launching an internal investigation.

On top of this there were other, more rou-
tine charges of improper conduct by Lake,
such as his conflict of interests in holding
stock in energy companies that could be
affected by decisions he made as national
security advisor.

As the president looks for a new nomi-
nee to head Washington’s spy operations,
he must face the fact that the CIA “has been
battered during the Clinton Administration
by one disaster after another,” an article in
the March 19 New York Times noted. These
include public reports on the cop agency’s
nefarious operations training the militaries
in Guatemala and Honduras to torture op-
position forces, the collapse of some of its
covert operations against the government of
Iraq, the conviction of two CIA agents for
selling information to Moscow, and the fact
that U.S. agents have recently been caught
carrying out economic espionage in France,

Germany, Italy, and India.

Push for NATO expansion advances

Meanwhile, Clinton is gearing up for his
trip to Helsinki, Finland, to meet with Rus-
sian president Boris Yeltsin and push ahead
with Washington’s campaign to expand
NATO into central and eastern Europe. This
move, strongly opposed by Moscow, is part
of war preparations by Washington and its
allies against the workers state in Russia.

Earlier this month, Clinton appointed Jer-
emy Rosner to a new post as head of the
administration’s public campaign for NATO
expansion. Rosner was previously an ana-
lyst for the Carnegie Foundation, a big-busi-
ness foreign policy think-tank. Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright and other State
Department officials are now planning to
address a series of “town meetings” across
the country leading up to the July NATO
summit that will take up expansion of the
imperialist military alliance.

Boston

U.S. Hands off Albania! Solidarity with Re-
bellious Workers! Speaker: Ted Leonard, So-
cialist Workers Party. Fri., March 28, 8 p.m. 780
Tremont St. (corner of Mass. Ave., Mass Ave. stop
on the Orange line). Donation: $4. Tel: (617)
247-6772.

NEW JERSEY

Newark
Rebellion in Zaire. Speaker: Fred Feldman,
Socialist Workers Party. Fri., March 28, 7:30 p.m.
87A Halsey St. (1 block west of Broad, 2 blocks
north of Raymond). Donation: $4. Tel: (201)
643-3341.

NEW YORK

Brooklyn

The Rebellion in Zaire. Speaker: Maurice Wil-
liams, staff writer for the Militant. Fri., March
28, 7:30 p.m. 59 4th Avenue (corner of Bergen).

MINNESOTA: Twin Cities: 2490 Univer-
sity Ave. W., St. Paul. Zip: 55114. Tel: (612)
644-6325. Compuserve: 103014,3261

NEW JERSEY: Newark: 87A Halsey.
Mailing address: 1188 Raymond Blvd., Suite
222. Zip: 07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341.
Compuserve: 104216,2703

NEW YORK: New York City: 59 4th Av-
enue (corner of Bergen) Brooklyn, NY Zip:
11217. Tel: (718) 399-7257. Compuserve:
102064,2642. Compuserve: 104075,35 ; 167
Charles St., Manhattan, NY. Zip: 10014. Tel:
(212) 366-1973.

NORTH CAROLINA: Greensboro:
2000-C S. Elm-Eugene St. Zip 27406. Tel:
(910) 272-5996. Compuserve: 103475,672.

OHIO: Cincinnati: P.O. Box 19484. Zip:
45219. Tel: (513) 662-1931. Cleveland: 1832
Euclid. Zip: 44115. Tel: (216) 861-6150.
Compuserve: 103253,1111

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: 1906
South St. Zip: 19146. Tel: (215) 546-8218.
Compuserve: 104502,1757 Pittsburgh: 1103
E. Carson St. Zip 15203. Tel: (412) 381-9785.
Compuserve: 103122,720

TEXAS: Houston: 3260 South Loop West.
Zip: 77025. Tel: (713) 349-0090. Compuserve:
102527,2271

UTAH: Salt Lake City: 1065 East 3300
South Zip: 84106. Tel: (801) 474-3385.
Compuserve: 76714,1545

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 1930 18th St. N.W.
Suite #3 (Entrance on Florida Ave.). Zip:
20009. Tel: (202) 387-2185. Compuserve:
75407,3345.

WASHINGTON: Seattle: 1405 E. Madi-
son. Zip: 98122. Tel: (206) 323-1755.
Compuserve: 74461,2544.

WEST VIRGINIA: Morgantown: 242
Walnut. Mailing address: P.O. Box 203. Zip:

26507. Tel: (304) 296-0055. Compuserve:
70543,1637

Donation: $4. Tel: (718) 399-7257.

BRITAIN

London

Imperialist Hands off Africa. Speakers: Rep-
resentative, Progressive Congress for the Lib-
eration of Congo (Zaire); Omer Makoubi,
Campaign against Human Rights Violations in
Ivory Coast; Jean-Louis Salfati, Communist
League. Sat., March 29, 7 p.m.47 The Cut (100
yards from the Old Vic Theatre). Donation: £2.
Tel: 0171-401-2409.

CANADA

Vancouver

Imperialists Hands-off! Popular Rebellion
in Albania. Speakers: Vuk Kremar, Young
Socialists; Roger Annis, Communist League.
Wed., March 26, 7:30 p.m. 3967 Main Street.
Donation: $4. Tel: (604) 872-8343.

AUSTRALIA

Sydney: 19 Terry St., Surry Hills 2010.
Mailing address: P.O. Box K879, Haymarket
Post Office, NSW 1240. Tel: 02-9281-3297.
Compuserve: 106450,2216

BRITAIN

London: 47 The Cut. Postal code: SE1 8LL.
Tel: 0171-928-7993. Compuserve:
101515,2702

Manchester: Unit 4, 60 Shudehill. Postal
code: M4 4AA. Tel: 0161-839-1766.
Compuserve: 106462,327

CANADA

Montreal: 4581 Saint-Denis. Postal code:
H2J 2L4. Tel: (514) 284-7369. Compuserve:
104614,2606

Toronto: 827 Bloor St. West. Postal code:
M6G 1IM1. Tel: (416) 533-4324. Compuserve:
103474,13

Vancouver: 3967 Main St. Postal code:
V5V 3P3. Tel: (604) 872-8343. Compuserve:
103430,1552

FRANCE

Paris: MBE 201, 208 rue de la Convention.
Postal code: 75015. Tel: (1) 47-26-58-21.
Compuserve: 73504,442

ICELAND

Reykjavik: Klapparstig 26. Mailing ad-
dress: P. Box 233, 121 Reykjavik. Tel: 552
5502. INTERNET:gphssg@treknet.is

NEW ZEALAND

Auckland: La Gonda Arcade, 203
Karangahape Road. Postal address: P.O. Box
3025. Tel: (9) 379-3075. Compuserve:
100035,3205

Christchurch: 199 High St. Postal address:
P.O. Box 22-530. Tel: (3) 365-6055.
Compuserve: 100250,1511

SWEDEN
Stockholm: Vikingagatan 10 (T-bana St

Eriksplan). Postal code: S-113 42. Tel: (08)
31 69 33. Compuserve: 100416,2362
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Sober-minded — “... record
unemployment in many mature
economies... job insecurity, soci-
etal stress... the yawning gap be-

£ - Harry
T

tween rich and poor.... It’s time to
tighten portfolios, we may be in for
a wild ride.” — Financial adviser
Rob Brown in the Toronto Globe
and Mail.

No borders for social crisis —
In previous recessions, Switzer-
land’s unemployment rate never

went past 1 percent. It’s now 5.7 per-
cent. The government wants a
greater army role in ensuring domes-
tic “order.” It proposes giving the
troops handcuffs, clubs and tear gas.
Said a division commander, “We
have studied the Los Angeles riots
very carefully.”

Free advice — “People are
learning about capitalism. Every-
one has to realize, no one told the
people that they had to invest [in
pyramid swindles]. Its not easy to
get money, especially without
working.” — Gilbert Galanxhi,
spokesperson for Albania’s min-
istry of foreign affairs.

Great white father — You're
skeptical of the claim that donors to
the Democratic National Commit-

tee got nothing in return? Well,
here’s proof. Officials of two native
tribes in Oklahoma — with an 80
percent jobless rate — emptied an
emergency relief fund to donate
$107,000 to the Democrats with the
expectation that land stolen from
them in 1869 would be returned.
The land has not been returned.

Top this one — A White House
aide said the prez was “troubled”
by the disclosure of the Oklahoma
rip-off. And Democratic officials
said they would return the money if
the two tribes officially asked for
it. If not, they said, the money will
be used for Native American voter
outreach.

Imperialist chutzpah — In its
war on Vietnam, Washington na-

palmed and carpet-bombed the
country. Now, as a price for greater
trading rights, it is forcing the Viet-
nam government to repay up to
$140 million for U.S. loans made
to its defeated puppet regime in
South Vietnam. The loans were al-
legedly for food and for infrastruc-
ture improvements.

Slow leak — At the Brookhaven
Laboratory on New York’s Long
Island, a storage pool for nuclear re-
actor waste has been leaking radio-
active tritium into ground water
since 1985, twice as long as previ-
ously estimated. At monitoring
wells nearly a half mile away con-
tamination is four times the federal
standard. But, the lab says, there’s
no threat to drinking water. Mean-
while, the feds agreed to switch 500

nearby families to another water
source.

No Acts of God? — Adecco, a
California temp agency, offers em-
ployees medical and dental plans.
“Summaries” of what’s not covered
fill two brochure columns. Our fa-
vorites: “Suicide or attempted sui-
cide.... Acts of war (declared or un-
declared).”

Lower ranks? — In Rajkot, In-
dia, cops blinded seven men ac-
cused of minor offenses by rubbing
chili powder in their eyes. Report-
ing this, a London Times correspon-
dent explains that the “lower ranks”
of India’s cops are corrupt and abu-
sive. He adds that local police offi-
cials demanded a full report, but “it
is rare for police to prosecute their
own officers.”

Irish journal reviews book on James P. Cannon

Below we reprint a review of James P.
Cannon — As We Knew Him by Jack
Barnes and others. It was reviewed by
Jim Monaghan, and appeared in the 1996
issue of Saothar, a journal of the Irish
Labour History Society.

BY JIM MONAGHAN

Jack Barnes (ed), James P. Cannon As
We Knew Him, (Pathfinder, New York,
1976), pp. 200 np

James P. Cannon (1890-1974) was one of
the key figures in the foundation and early
development of the American Communist

BOOK OF
THE WEEK

Party (CP). He later went on to found the
American Trotskyist movement. His father
was born in Ireland, but emigrated young
enough to have been an activist in the
Knights Of Labor, one of the early trade
unions in America. James P. Cannon was
born in Rosebud, Kansas in 1890. As a
young man he joined the Industrial Workers
Of The World IWW). In the IWW Cannon
was a protégé of Vincent St. John and a
friend of both Big Bill Haywood and Frank
Little, who was later lynched in Butte, Mon-
tana.

It is hard to visualise now, but in the pe-
riod before the First World War there was
explicit class warfare waged in America, as
the capitalist class tried to crush the nascent
workers’ movement represented by the [WW
and the Socialist Party. The big strikes and
lockouts of Lawrence, Patterson — and
Butte in 1912 and 1913 rivaled and even
exceeded those of Dublin in 1913 in inten-
sity. The employers were ruthless, in defence
of their interests. When the workers lost they
paid an enormous price; in some cases the
entire workforce was replaced, and the mili-
tants run out of town. The state forces made
no pretense of neutrality. Faced with the First
World War the Left in America, as else-
where, split. The news of the Russian Revo-
lution galvanized many, Cannon amongst
them, into an attempt to form a new party
based on Marxism. In the confusion of rival
groups which proliferated, Cannon sup-
ported the more Americanised group around

James P Cannon

John Reed. Eventually this group was ac-
cepted as the model for the new party rather
than the main rival, which was based on fed-
erations of non English speaking national
groupings.

In the CP, Cannon and William Z. Foster
emerged as the leaders of the more practical
wing which orientated toward the trade unions
and American born workers. Cannon set up
the International Labour Defence to defend
class war prisoners whatever their political
persuasion. These included Sacco and
Vanzetti, Mooney and many others. Cannon’s
prestige among IWW members was a major
asset to him. He worked closely with Eliza-
beth Gurley Flynn, who at this stage was out-
side the CP. His allies and friends included
Williams F. Dunne, who had led a general
strike in Butte, and Tom O’Flaherty, older
brother of the novelist Liam O’Flaherty.

In 1929, at a Comintern conference, Can-
non read Trotsky’s critique of the direction
which the USSR was taking under Stalin’s
influence. Reading this brought together all
Cannon’s reservations about the Comintern
line and he became a supporter of Trotsky.
On his return to America he organised a se-
cret faction before his inevitable expulsion
from the CP. Tom O’Flaherty, Max
Shachtman and Martin Abern of the Party
leadership followed him, as did the younger
Dunne brothers. Many of Cannon’s closest
friends remained in the CP, where they then
tried to save their own Party positions by de-
nouncing Cannon. The CP tried to eliminate
Cannon’s group — which initially still re-
garded itself as a faction of the CP rather than
as a separate organisation — through the use
of goon squads and violence. Cannon, how-
ever, had friends from all parts of the left
milieu who were willing to defend his demo-
cratic rights even when they disagreed with
his views. Over the next decade Cannon built
the most efficient Trotskyist organisation in
the world. The Dunnes led the great strike in
Minneapolis which ushered in the rise of the
Congress Of Industrial Organizations (CIO).
Their success here enabled them to merge
with A. J, Muste’s American Workers’ Parry,
a group which had led the Toledo Strike in
1934. In 1938, after a period of steady growth
the Socialist Workers’ Party was formed.

The movement split in 1940, essentially
over the question of whether the USSR was
still a worker’s state to be defended by the
left despite its shortcomings. Cannon and or-

A FOUNDER OF THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES

Notebook of an Agitator
FROM THE WOBBLIES TO THE
FIGHT AGAINST THE KOREAN
WAR AND MCCARTHYISM

Articles spanning four
decades of working-class
battles — defending WW
frame-up victims and Sacco
and Vanzetti; 1934 Minne-
apolis Teamsters strikes;
battles on the San Francisco

Socialism on Trial
$15.95

James P Cannon As
.We Knew Him

Jack Barnes and others
A unique personal
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thodox Trotskyists (including Trotsky him-
self) held that this was so. It is a debate
which has now been overtaken by history.
Cannon was gaoled with a number of his
comrades in 1944 under the Smith Act
which was designed for use against all those
who could be described as subversives in
an attempt to destroy the group’s influence
in the working class. The CP applauded this
measure, but was less enthusiastic when the
same tactic was later used against the CP
in the McCarthy era.

Cannon’s Socialist Workers’ Party
(SWP) survived the 1950’s, as did the CP.
The rest of the American left effectively
disappeared. The SWP played a major role
in the civil rights and anti-war movement
during the 1960s. Cannon assisted T.
Draper in his classic history of the CP, earn-
ing a reputation for honesty and accuracy
in his memoirs. This prompted Draper to
say that for Cannon, unlike many of the
other CP leaders, the memories were still
fresh, and he was not ashamed of them.

This book is a collection of anecdotes
and memoirs of Cannon by friends and as-
sociates. It is, therefore, somewhat epi-
sodic. It should appeal to those with an in-
terest in American politics and has a rel-
evance broader than merely for those with
Trotskyist sympathies. It is often forgotten
that many of the inspirations of the Irish
Labour movement come from the west
rather than the east. Larkin and Connolly
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LOS ANGELES — President Nixon
assumed that the appointment of Romana
Acosta Bafiuelos as Treasurer of the United
States would persuade some Chicanos that
they had a representative in his adminis-
tration. He might even have thought that
this would include the workers at her food
plant in suburban Gardena. (Not counting,
of course, those seized at the plant shortly
after the announcement of her appointment
and deported to Mexico for lack of resi-
dency documents.)

One thing is clear now. Bafiuelos isn’t
likely to win votes for anyone among the
workers at her plant. They’re on strike
against sweatshop wages and working con-
ditions.

More than 200 workers at Ramona’s
Mexican Food Products went on strike
March 8, three months after their last con-
tract expired. According to Rosa Peres, a
young woman who makes tamales at the
plant, a major demand is the 40-hour week.
Many workers get only three or four hours’
work a day at $1.95 an hour. Their union,
Teamsters Local 630, is also demanding a
50-cent-an-hour wage increase, longer va-
cations, and dues checkoff.

Work is being speeded up considerably
on the production line. Rosa Peres says that
workers who have been making 17 dozen
burritos in 45 minutes in the past are now
told to make that many in 15 minutes. Many
workers have quit, unable to keep up with
the new pace. Some can’t last more than a
few hours.

The company, which does an annual

March 31, 1997

and their ideas were influenced by Ameri-
can experiences and debates, as was the con-
cept of the OBU (One Big Union). Interest-
ing in its own right, this work should also
whet the appetite for the forthcoming biog-
raphy of Cannon by Bryan Palmer, the Ca-
nadian Marxist historian. The books by Can-
non I strongly recommend are Socialism On
Trial (1942) and Notebook Of An Agitator
(1958).

E SMITH-

Cannon speaks at 1948 rally in New York
protesting antilabor Smith Act

business of $6 million, subjects women
workers to humiliating purse searches, sus-
pecting they might be stealing a few tacos.
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Three weeks ago the Chiang Kai-shek
dictatorship began a wholesale bloody mas-
sacre of unarmed workers and peasants in
Formosa, through General Chen Yi, gover-
nor of the island. Brutal suppression and a
continuing reign of terror is Chiang’s reply
to the demands of the Formosan people for
self-government and relief from the stran-
gling rule of foreign monopolists, their cor-
rupt government officials, and military
depotism.

The massacre began on March 8. Some
4,000 people were killed. Large-scale arrests
of Formosan leaders swept the island, many
of whom were executed. Those arrested in-
cluded public leaders, publishers and mem-
bers of the National Assembly, which was
to have convened on March 15 to present
the demands of the people. This monstrous
crime was committed by Chiang in the name
of “preserving order” and wiping out “Com-
munist inclinations.”

The “sullen, bitter resentment” of the
masses is so deep that on March 22 a reso-
lution demanding the dismissal of Gover-
nor Chen Yi was adopted by an overwhelm-
ing majority of the Kuomintang’s Central
Executive Committee. Although such com-
mittee resolutions are usually mandatory on
the government, Chian has as yet taken no
action to dismiss the bloody butcher who is
carrying out his orders in Formosa.
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—EDITORIALS

For international solidarity

The march in Brussels by tens of thousands of workers
from across Europe protesting jobs cuts shows the broad
desire among working people to unite internationally to
combat the devastation wrought by the capitalist system
in its death agony. So does the united response of Renault
workers in France and Belgium to the company’s an-
nouncement that it will close a plant in Vilvoorde, Bel-
gium. But the type of national socialism that these fight-
ing workers heard from both the Stalinist and social demo-
cratic representatives of the labor movement who spoke
at the March 16 demonstration, runs counter to their in-
stinct for working-class solidarity.

French Communist Party leader Robert Hue called the
demonstration the “burial of Maastrict,” referring to the
treaty on European monetary union. In a December inter-
view, he made clear that his party’s opposition to the im-
perialist trade policies is based on the needs of France. As
if the interests of French workers are the same as those of
the French ruling class! He said, “We need a national cur-
rency. That’s what gives a country its strength and inde-
pendence.”

The leaders of the Communist Party have a long track
record of making peace between workers and the rulers in
France in the name of the national interest — from 1930s
to today. Far from leading workers to defeat fascism, it
was their misleadership that led to the defeat of the revo-
lutionary upsurge in 1936 and opened the road to the Nazi
occupation and the Vichy regime.

Social democratic politicians like Lionel Jospin, head
of the Socialist Party in France, likewise try to keep work-
ers in the framework of the capitalist rulers, calling for a
“social Europe” — that is reforms within the framework
of the European Union. But this is a “union” of capitalist
nations, in a period when the world capitalist system is in
an economic depression. The Socialist Party, like the lead-
ers of most other social democratic parties in Europe in-
cluding Belgium, backed the colonial policy of their own
ruling class for years and eventually led the workers of
France into World War I to defend the interests of the
French rulers.

Far from granting reforms, the bourgeoisie in every
nation in Europe is trying to find ways to slash workers’
wages, living conditions, and social gains in order to boost

their profits. They are driven to do this by the fundamen-
tal laws of capitalism. Taking either side in the debate
between the different interests in the ruling classes of
Europe about how best to defend the profit system is a
dead end for working people — it leads to nationalism,
not internationalism. Only through a decisive struggle
against the bosses and their system — regardless of the
shifting economic, political, and military alliances among
the different nation states — can the working class de-
fend itself and forge the unity needed to overturn the wages
system and open the road to organizing society to meet
human needs and potentials, not those of big business.

The Stalinist and social democratic misleaderships ad-
vance anti-immigrant chauvinism at home and support for
their “own” governments’ imperialist course in Africa and
throughout the semicolonial world. This course opens door
to fascist forces, such as the National Front in France and
the Vlaams Blok in Belgium, to gain ground. These orga-
nizations are bred by capitalism in crisis as its ultimate
defense against the struggles of workers and small farm-
ers who would overthrow it. The fascists use radical, na-
tionalist demagogy to win adherents among the middle
class and demoralized workers looking for answers to the
social and economic problems they face. They scapegoat
immigrants, and particular bosses and politicians who they
say are corrupt, not the class system they are part of. They
pretend that workers can defend themselves against the
crisis with import controls and buying nationally produced
goods, but this only gives workers’ own bosses more
power over them. The fascists aim to build a cadre that
can ultimately be used in the streets to smash the work-
ers’ organizations.

They must be answered with a program that truly ad-
vances interests of the international working class. This
includes demands such as jobs for all, a shorter workweek
with no cut in pay, massive public works programs to cre-
ate more jobs, equal rights for all immigrants, and cancel-
lation of the Third World debt, which the imperialist rul-
ers use to suck blood from millions of workers and farm-
ers around the world. Is this “realistic?”” Only with a fight
that breaks completely from the bosses and all their poli-
cies, uniting toilers of all nationalities. That’s the struggle
that’s needed.

Struggle in Albania

Continued from Page 8

royal family or the president. They are all scum,” said a
woman who identified herself as Mimosa. She took away
a door that she said would make good firewood. Many
people complained of lack of electricity, bread, and water
in Durres, which still reportedly remains under the
government’s control.

In southern Albania, opposition to imperialist interven-
tion runs deep but is far from unanimous. Most of those
we interviewed said they are against foreign troops com-
ing into the country. Some even said they would resist
any such military force. “Any army coming in will face
an armed people,” said a farmer in his 30s, who identified
himself as Christakis and asked that his last name not be
used. Interviewed on a field outside the village of
Frashtame, on the road between Saranda and Gjirokastra,
he said he was one of the few relatively young farmers
left in the area. Most young people from these villages
have immigrated to Greece. But two older shepherds there,
Thodoras Kazaais and Panayiotis Argiris, both 67, ex-
pressed a similar opinion. “We can take care of Berisha
ourselves,” Argiris said, “like we took care of the Nazis
and their lackeys here back in the 1940s.” Both of these
shepherds fought with the partisans at that time.

“If Europe and other countries come it will be to serve
their own plan, not the people,” said Christos, a delivery
driver for the main supermarket in Gjirokastra, who asked
that his last name not be printed, “you don’t know what
they will do. We’ve seen what they’ve done in Bosnia,”
he said, referring to the NATO occupation of that Yugoslav
republic. “Nobody will give up our arms.”

“When your donkey sinks in the mud, only you can
pull it out,” said Sotiris, a mechanic at the Rekor shoe
factory in Gjirokastra. He offered only his first name, as
the company manager stood near the plant gate where the
workers gave the interview. “Only the Albanian people
can solve our own problem, and not any foreign power.”

Every day that goes by with Berisha still in the presi-
dency, however, and with insurgents having difficulty or-
ganizing some functions in the cities they control — like
putting an end to looting and robberies going on at night,
or ensuring proper supplies of food and other necessities —
the arguments for imperialist intervention are gaining
ground. This is more common among shop keepers and
other small businessmen frustrated with their stores being
closed for more than ten days now.

On March 18, Yiannis Kranidiotis, the Greek deputy
foreign minister, came to Saranda as part of a three-day
tour of southern Albania and met with members of the
town defense council. Offering “humanitarian aid,” he
raised again the idea of an international police force, for
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which Athens has already committed several hundred of-
ficers. After the meeting, a raging debate took place out-
side the city hall between Gjevat Koucia and others who
were arguing for “law and order” to be established imme-
diately by any means, including foreign troops. “This is
anarchy, not revolution,” said Yiannis Mglaris, a store
owner who is also in the middle of building a hotel. “We
need order.”

What sparked rebellion

On the boat to Saranda on March 18, Stavroula Meniou
told us he worked as a housecleaner in Greece for two
years and had put all his savings in two pyramid schemes,
one of which was operated by the state bank. “I lost ev-
erything,” he said. “I'd like to see Berisha hang.” All
workers interviewed by Militant reporters blamed the
president and his Democratic Party for promoting this
capitalist scam, profiting from it, and then lying in an at-
tempt to absolve the regime from responsibility in the
fraud.

Sotiris said most of the 400 workers at the Rekor fac-
tory took part in the antigovernment rallies demanding
the state compensate them for their losses. Many of these
workers had put some of their wages of about $60 per
month in the pyramids, hoping to increase their meager
pay. The largest demonstrations in Gjirokastra swelled to
15,000 people on February 28 and March 1, nearly half
the town’s population. On March 2, small groups of people
torched the town’s police station and courthouse. Prisons
were also thrown open and inmates released. When Berisha
attempted to send in commanders with helicopters to re-
inforce operations of SHIK agents, the secret police, work-
ing people broke into the armory, took weapons, and
chased government agents and troops into the mountains.
Sotiris said all workers at Rekor now have rifles or pis-
tols.

The hatred for the secret police is widespread. Skender
Arapi, a taxi driver, showed us the charred remains of four
cars outside Saranda. “That’s where a SHIK agent was
burned alive in his car as he tried to flee town,” Arapi
said. Minella Bala said Saranda’s self defense unit caught
one of the SHIK agents sent to town by the government
the first week of March. He had a “blacklist” of 15 people
with orders to kill them. “We had him tell the story in
front of 4,000 people in the main square,” Bala said. “The
citizen’s committee then sent him to Vlora, where he is
from, to be tried and punished.”

It is also noteworthy that the main targets of attack at
the beginning of the revolt were the police agents, court-
houses, prisons, and some of the army barracks. “The po-

Continued on Page 15

Tel Aviv begins
provocative
construction

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Despite worldwide opposi-
tion and vows of increased Palestinian resistance, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu moved ahead with
plans to construct 6,500 Jewish housing units in occu-
pied Arab East Jerusalem. Dozens of Palestinians who tried
to stop the bulldozers that began breaking ground March
18 were confronted by hundreds of Israeli troops in riot
gear, backed by snipers and helicopters. The next day 300
Palestinians marched in protest in the West Bank town of
Ramallah. The project at Jabal Abu Ghneim, known as
Har Homa in Hebrew, would complete a ring of Jewish
settlements surrounding East Jerusalem, which Palestin-
ians claim as their capital, and cut off the city from the
West Bank. “We see our land taken in front of our eyes
and we can’t do anything,” Ibrahim Abu Teir told the
Associated Press. He was forced to give up seven acres of
land for the new apartments, as were many other Palestin-
ian residents of Umm Touba, a neighborhood adjoining
the construction site. On March 19, the Israeli Supreme
Court refused to order a temporary halt to the construc-
tion requested by Palestinian landowners and others.

The United Nations General Assembly on March 13
voted 130 to 2 to condemn the Israeli construction plan as
“illegal” and “a major obstacle to peace.” Only Tel Aviv
and Washington voted against the resolution. _

Speaking before the UN body, Palestinian observer
Nasser al-Kidwa pointed out that Israeli policies “aim at
the Judaization of occupied East Jerusalem... as well as
continuing Israel’s colonial settlement campaign in the
Palestinian territory, occupied since 1967.”

The assembly resolution is almost identical to one the
U.S. government vetoed a week earlier in the Security
Council. All 14 other Council members had voted for the
measure. U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Will-
iam Richardson defended Washington’s refusal to vote
against Israel. “The General Assembly ought not to inter-
ject itself into this process, which can only build mistrust
and harden the position of both sides,” he stated.

Israel’s ‘2 percent’ solution

A week after announcing plans to begin construction
on the new settlement in East Jerusalem, Tel Aviv added
fuel to the fire by declaring that it would now cede an-
other 2 percent of the territory it occupies in the West Bank.

On March 7, the Israeli cabinet voted 10-7 for the terri-
tory transfer. The actual proposal, dubbed the 9 percent
plan, transfers about 7 percent of the West Bank — which
was already under Palestinian civil authority — from joint
Israeli-Palestinian control to full Palestinian control and
2 percent now under full Israeli control to joint control.
This action was the first of three further transfers man-
dated by the Israeli-Palestinian agreement signed in Oslo,
Norway, in September 1993. The Israeli government in-
sists that it maintains the sole right to decide how much
land to cede and the timing of these withdrawals.

Palestinian Authority officials promptly rejected the
Israeli government’s withdrawal plan. “We want the Is-
raelis to stop the policy of dictation,” said Palestinian ne-
gotiator Saeb Erekat. “We must decide the scope and di-
mension of the [troop pullback] together.”

In response to these developments, Palestinian Author-
ity president Yasir Arafat called an emergency meeting in
Gaza March 15, to discuss the crisis provoked by Tel
Aviv’s latest moves. In attendance were delegates from
Russia, the European Union, Japan, Norway, Egypt, Jor-
dan, and the United States. The conference was strongly
opposed by the Israeli government, which was not invited.
Representing Washington was Edward Abington, the con-
sul general in Jerusalem. At the conference Arafat pointed
to the continuing expropriations of Palestinian land for
bypass roads and “security perimeters” around West Bank
Jewish settlements, the demolition of Arab houses, the
confiscation of identity cards in Jerusalem, and other pres-
sures on East Jerusalem Arabs to leave the city. He char-
acterized these steps as “a serious ethnic cleansing cam-
paign.” Tel Aviv also recently ordered the Palestinian
Authority to close four of its offices in East Jerusalem.

Attempts by the Arab delegates to pass a resolution criti-
cizing the Zionist state were blocked by the U.S. repre-
sentative, who declared that Washington would not agree
to any outcome that attacked Tel Aviv.

In an interview with the Israeli daily Yediot Ahronot,
Arafat warned, “This is not just ‘another crisis.” This is
the most serious crisis since the Oslo process began, and
it has far-reaching implications.... The government of Is-
rael has halted the [peace] process.”

Even King Hussein of Jordan, one of the most ardent
supporters of Israeli government policies, felt the need to
distance himself from Netanyahu’s latest moves. In a let-
ter delivered to the Israeli prime minister March 9, Hussein
warned that construction of the Jewish housing settlement
in Jerusalem would bring “inevitable violent resistance.”

Since 1967, more than a third of the area of East Jerusa-
lem has been expropriated by the Israeli regime for con-
struction of more than 40,000 homes solely for Jews. Ar-
abs are allowed to live and build on only about 10 percent
of the land in East Jerusalem. The city as a whole has an
Arab population of 28 percent.

Brian Williams is a member of United Steelworkers of
America Local 2609.




Rebels hold their ground in Albania

Continued from Page 14

lice were thieves themselves,” has been a
common comment. Some other installations,
like the large state-owned hotel in Saranda,
were also burned and looted before any sem-
blance of order was restored. But the city
halls and the prefectures in both Saranda and
Gjirokastra were left intact and are now be-
ing used as meeting places for the citizens’
committees.

‘Market reforms’ = economic collapse

More than 500,000 Albanians in a popu-
lation of 3.2 million deposited as much as
$1.5 billion in the pyramid schemes, nearly
half of Albania’s GDP in 1996.

But this financial fraud was only the straw
that broke the camel’s back. A deep eco-
nomic crisis has been mushrooming since
early 1996 as the result of the “market re-
form” measures of Berisha’s administration.
Berisha was elected to the presidency in
1992 after the shattering of the former Stalin-
ist regime of the Socialist Party. The SP is
the former Communist Party or Albanian
Workers Party, which was renamed follow-
ing mass mobilizations by workers and stu-
dents for democratic freedom and better eco-
nomic conditions. The Democratic Party
favored attempts to more rapidly integrate
the Albanian workers state into the world
capitalist market, which included heavy re-
liance on loans from the International Mon-
etary Fund in selling off some shares of state
assets to foreign investors. The initial rise
the rate of growth in the GDP and lowering
of inflation in the mid-1990s has been
quickly reversed in the last 14 months.

The outskirts of Gjirokastra, one of the
main industrial centers in this region, are
now dotted with decrepit buildings of cloth-
ing factories, dairy plants, and steel fabri-
cating shops that closed after state subsidies
were cut. Some 7,000 workers toiled in these
factories until 1990. The industrial work-
force that is now employed has been reduced
to less than 2,000. In fact, 90 percent of in-
dustry is now shut down throughout Alba-
nia. The Rekor show company, a joint ven-
ture between the government and Greek
capitalist Spiros Papafotiou, was opened
three years ago. Workers there make $20 less
per month than the average wage of $80 in
the public sector. According to Thanasis
Dinou, a journalist for Zori Topoli, the daily
newspaper of the Socialist Party, it is now
cheaper to import household items such as
pots, pans, and utensils from neighboring
countries than fabricate them in Albania,
where the technology in the state plants is
obsolete and the productivity of labor is
nearly a quarter of what it is in capitalist
Greece.

Most workers interviewed said the eco-
nomic situation did improve for a couple of
years between 1992 and 1995, as many more
stores opened, offering consumer goods pre-
viously unavailable under the Stalinist re-

gime of Enver Hoxha, who ruled dictatori-
ally from the time of the degeneration of the
Albanian revolution in the late 1940s until
his death in 1985. Prices now are out of reach
for most working people. Inflation has
jumped to 18 percent since the beginning of
this year. A loaf of bread, for example, costs
75 cents, while the daily pay of an employed
industrial worker ranges between two and
three dollars.

“The Greek, Italian, and other capitalists
who come here to invest are here to rob us,
not develop our economy,” Skender Arati

said. In addition to offering lower wages, -

like at Rekor, merchants from Greece often
sell farmers equipment “that doesn’t work,
that is worse than the old Chinese busters
that we have,” Arati added.

The plains between the mountains on the
way to Gjirokastra are now bare land used
mostly for sheep herding and cattle raising.
Very few farmers grow wheat or barley as
they used to do until 1990. “It is now cheaper
to buy flour in Greece and pay to transport
ithere than grow our own wheat,” said shep-
herd Panayiotis Argiris. Berisha cut most
state aid to farmers. “In the last three years
we have had to buy feed and fertilizer for
the little we grow for our own use from
Greece through the remittances of our sons
and daughters who work there as immi-
grants,” Argiris added. This shepherd spoke
highly of the agrarian reform that provided
land to till to most landless peasants by ex-
propriating large estates. But he condemned
the forced collectivization of the peasants
under Hoxha’s reign, which was carried out
between 1956 and 1960.

“Now we went from one dictatorship to
another,” Argiris said. Under Democratic
Party rule, the government has attempted to
privatize agriculture by dividing up former
collectives and giving parcels of three to five
stremas [one acre = four stremas] per fam-
ily member. “For example, I got 23 stremas,”
Argiris said. “But the land is divided up in
four plots, all away from each other, mak-
ing any rational cultivation impossible un-
less we form cooperatives again.” At the
same time there are no incentives for such
cooperatives or state aid for loans to get seed
and equipment. Farm machinery is anti-
quated and spare parts are hard to find. Ev-
eryone we spoke to in this rural area told us~
that agricultural production in the region has
collapsed.

Ruling caste fractured

While these dire economic conditions,
which by all account are worse in the more
mountainous northern part of the country,
affect working people most, the pyramid
fraud brought financial ruin to other layers
of society as well. These include small and
medium businessmen, bureaucrats in the
state administration, and officers in the
armed forces who had all sunk money in this
scam, lured by the fantastic prospect of tri-

pling their investment within months.

This is reflected in the massive desertions
of army, navy, and air force officers. In some
towns in this region, local officials partici-
pate in meetings of the newly formed de-
fense councils. Saranda’s mayor, for ex-
ample, sits in on some meetings of the town’s
citizens’ committee. Elsewhere, the fractures
in the ruling caste are more complex. In
Gjirokastra, the mayor’s office is used for
meetings of representatives of the opposi-
tion political parties, which in their major-
ity are repelled by the uncompromising stand
of most on the city’s defense council, orga-
nized by Agim Gozica, a former army of-
ficer.

Isuf Cepani, another former army lieuten-
ant in Gjirokastra’s citizens’ committee, in-
sisted that the demands of the group he leads
are the resignation of Berisha and guaran-
tees of state compensation for losses in the
pyramid fraud. These committees, though,
are organizing not only defense but other
functions a state government would carry
out.

Cepani also said the National Front for
the Salvation of the People had recently re-
ceived a message of solidarity from a citi-
zens’ committee in Shkodre, the largest city

in the north.

Thanasis Dinou, the SP reporter, did not
have much sympathy for the council’s insis-
tence on the resignation of Berisha.

“This is not a time for armed revolt and
guerrilla movements,” he said. “We need to
restore order and respect the constitution.
There is a new government that includes the
opposition and new elections have been
called.” He also stated that the aims of the
Democratic Party are not that far apart from
those of the Socialist Party. “Capitalism is
the only avenue today. We just have to do it
in a humane fashion. The pyramids were
false capitalism.” Dinou praised the “mar-
ket reforms” of the Chinese government.

Ajid Gioni, a construction worker who
belongs to one of the defense units in
Saranda, expressed a different view. “The
only capitalism we’ve seen from the Italians,
Greeks, Berisha, and the others is robber
capitalism of the worst kind. It doesn’t sit
well with me.”

Bobbis Misailides and Natasha Terliexis,
airline workers in Athens Greece, and mem-
bers of the Federation of Foreign Airlines
Workers, contributed to this article report-
ing from Saranda and Gjirokastra.
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— LETTERS

0.J. and double jeopardy

The column by Militant editor
Naomi Craine in issue #10 dis-
cussed the double jeopardy issues
involved in the Simpson, and other
trials. It raised, however, many
questions that deserve some more
discussion.

Craine stated that retrying
Simpson violated the Fifth Amend-
ment. While the Fifth Amendment
to the Constitution prohibits twice
putting a person “in jeopardy of life
and limb,” in the second Simpson
trial only his wealth was ever, in
fact, in jeopardy.

Unlike in criminal cases, in civil
courts the presumption of innocence
does not apply — “‘preponderance of
evidence” and a two-thirds majority
of jurors is sufficient for a verdict.

When she states that the proce-
dures in the second Simpson trial
amount to a “dangerous abuse of
democratic rights that was carried
out,” she appears to say that civil
suits are inherently more undemo-
cratic that other legal proceedings
under capitalism.

Workers and fighters everywhere
need to understand the democratic
acquisition represented by the pre-
sumption of innocence. But does the
Militant mean to say that workers’

compensation cases, dis-
crimination suits, civil
rights cases, among others,
should put the same bur-
den of proof on the ac- o

cuser, (the injured worker {T 73
for example) as in crimi- ‘1'

nal law?

Craine also refers to the
retrial of Lemrick Nelson,
whom a state jury acquit-
ted of the stabbing death of
Yankel Rosenbaum in
1991, as they did not be-
lieve the cops’ testimony.
Nelson was retried and con-
victed on federal civil rights
charges, which Craine says 4
was a travesty of justice.

However, she refers to !
the federal prosecution of [ 4
murderers of civil rights
activists on the 1960’s as a
gain for the working class. Surely the
Militant bases this position on more
than approval of one or another out-
come, but that was not developed.

In his book Live from Death Row,
framed political activist Mumia
Abu-Jamal opposed the retrial on
federal civil rights charges of the
Los Angeles cops who beat Rodney
King, because he considered this an
example of double jeopardy that

N
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c ruined?
SoN , At PARENT-CHILD The mass actions occur-
JONSHIP IS BuiLT oN o PP
Rewafions & e RSt ring in Albania, in large

part led by those in the
south who lost their sav-
ings in these pyramid
scams, suggest that hun-
dreds of thousands have
begun new lives as fight-
ers, not had their lives ru-
ined. Perhaps it would
have been better to say
that hundreds of thousands
were financially devas-
tated or lost their life’s
savings. But to say that
their lives were ruined,
suggests that these fight-
ers have no future. And
they seem to be proving
the opposite day-by-day.

could be applied to any fighters. I
recall that the Militant viewed this
case differently. It would be useful
to explain how and why.

Keep up the good work.
Kathleen Denny
Oakland, California

Are workers in Albania
really ‘ruined’?
I have a criticism of one sentence

in the otherwise terrific article by
Argiris Malapanis on the rebellion
in Albania that appeared in issue
#11.

In the middle of the article the
following sentence appears: “These
get-rich-quick-capitalist scams then
began declaring bankruptcy, ruining
the lives of hundreds of thousands.”

Is it really true, however, that
hundreds of thousands of lives were

March 31, 1997

Robbie Scherr
Seattle, Washington

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on sub-
jects of general interest to our
readers.

Please keep your letters brief.
Where necessary they will be
abridged. Please indicate if you
prefer that your initials be used
rather than your full name.
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Marchers in Brussels call for jobs

BY CAROLINE BELLAMY
AND NAT LONDON

BRUSSELS, Belgium — Tens of thou-
sands of workers from Belgium, France, and
elsewhere marched through the heart of the
Belgian capital March 16, protesting job
cuts and calling for a shorter workweek. The
three Belgian union federations called the
demonstration in solidarity with workers
fighting for their jobs, after a series of walk-
outs and other actions in defense of Renault
car workers in nearby Vilvoorde.

Renault bosses announced February 27
that the Vilvoorde assembly plant will close
in July, axing 3,100 jobs. An equal number
of jobs will be cut as a result at local com-
panies that sub-contract work from the auto
giant. As word of the closure first spread
through the plant, workers rushed to the
parking lot just in time to stop 50 car trans-
porter trucks from hauling away thousands
of newly produced cars. The factory has
now been occupied for two weeks and 4,500
cars are being held “hostage” as workers
demand that the plan to close the plant be
canceled.

Most of the demonstrators on March 16
were industrial workers from Belgium. In
addition, a contingent of about 5,000 came
from France, including a large number of
Renault workers, as well as smaller delega-
tions from Austria, Germany, Greece, Italy,
Spain, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Por-
tugal, and the United Kingdom. Organizers
said 70,000 participated in the demonstra-
tion; the cops put the figure at 40,000.

Banners produced by the unions called
for a “Social Europe,” referring to demands
that the European Union pass legislation that
would lead to “a Europe of citizens, not a
Europe of money; a fair tax system which
favors employment, not capital,” as a leaf-
let passed out at the rally put it.

Officials of the main workers organiza-
tions promoted the idea that the Maastricht
Treaty, which outlines plans for European
monetary union, is to blame for rising un-
employment and attacks on workers’ liv-
ing standards. Robert Hue, leader of the
French Communist Party, called the dem-
onstration “the burial of Maastricht.”

Michel Nollet, president of the FGTB
social democratic trade union in Belgium,
told demonstrators, “You have come to
Brussels to say no to a Europe ruled by
money and competition, no to a Europe of
restructuring, delocations, and closures.”

French Socialist Party head Lionel Jospin
said he joined the march “to say no to a con-
ception of Europe that produces 18 million
people out of work and weak growth.”

Jean-Marie Page, an assembly line
worker at Volkswagen in Brussels for 10
years, shrugged his shoulders at these ex-
planations. “We fought for what we’ve got
now,” he said, “and we’ll have to fight to
keep it and keep on fighting. If things go on
like this we’ll just have the rich and the poor,
and most of us will be the poor.”

Handmade placards carried slogans in
solidarity with workers at Renault and the
Forges de Clabecq, an integrated steel mill
where workers have been resisting 1,800 job
cuts since December. Some 50,000 people
demonstrated February 2 at Clabecq against
its closure.

One group carried black crosses with the
name of a closed or downsized factory on
each one. Another demonstrator simply
wore a white plastic sack on which he had
written over and over “I'm sick of it.” A
militant contingent of young workers from
the Volvo plant in Ghent, Belgium, chanted
“Renault, Volvo, solidarity” as they
marched.

For a shorter workweek

“32 hours!” proclaimed a number of ban-
ners demanding a cut in the work week to
four days. The daily Le Soir reported, “The
union organizers [of the march] are going
to be pushing for a reduction in working
time, aiming at a four-day week. This is the
package that [Belgian prime minister Jean-
Luc] Dehaene is trying to sell to the head of
Renault, Louis Schweitzer, which in the end

Militant/Pete Clifford

Contingents of workers from across Europe participated in March 16 demonstration

will mean a reduction in labor costs.” The
French daily La Tribune adds that Dehaene’s
proposal involves a 32-hour week in return
for a reduction of some 33 million French
francs ($5.8 million) in the employer’s so-
cial security contributions. The paper didn’t
comment on what effect this may have on
social benefits overall. Capitalist politicians
and union officials hold up Volkswagen in
Germany as an example of a similar agree-
ment. There, the automaker agreed to reduce
the work week to four days rather than cut
30,000 jobs, but at a cost to the workers of
16 percent of their gross salary.

The closure announcement shocked
workers at Vilvoorde, some of whom heard
the news on the radio as they started the
evening shift. The final part of a $238 mil-
lion investment program at the plant was
completed only months ago. “When you see
so much money put in,” said Jean Pas, a
Renault worker and shop steward, “you
think maybe I will buy that house after all.”
Vilvoorde workers were often told that their
cars topped Renault’s group quality assess-
ments. In 1994, workers had agreed to the
implementation of a flexible working sys-
tem of nine-hour shifts and a variable num-
ber of working days each month. The Fi-
nancial Times bluntly commented that the
experience showed “flexibility cannot guar-
antee jobs.”

Renault is 47 percent owned by the
French government and 53 percent by pri-
vate shareholders. In addition to the
Vilvoorde factory, the company has plants
in France, Spain, and Portugal. Later this
month it is expected to announce its first
loss in 10 years, of some $848 million.

Days after the closure announcement, on
March 5, 17 busloads of striking workers
traveled to Renault’s Douai assembly plant,
just 30 kilometers over the French side of
the border. Outside the closed gates of the
Douai plant, French union officials attended
a rally with the striking workers.

Young workers from Vilvoorde changed
the established program for the rally, how-
ever, when they managed to pull the Douai
factory fence out of its concrete foundations.
Nine hundred strikers entered the factory
in a demonstration that stopped production
lines. They chanted “méme patron, méme
combat” (same boss, same struggle) and
“tous ensemble” (all together), the chant
made popular by the striking railroad work-
ers in 1995.

“When we first got word of the Vilvoorde
plant closure,” said Nouredine El Madkour,
a young worker at Renault’s Flins assem-
bly plant 50 kilometers outside Paris, “many
of my co-workers thought that this meant
their jobs here in France were more secure.
But the next day Renault announced it was
cutting 2,700 jobs in France as well. Work-
ers began to realize that only by supporting
the Vilvoorde workers could we protect our
own jobs.” El Madkour, who was born in
Morocco and has attended demonstrations
in support of undocumented workers in

France, was only recently hired by Renault.

Unions in France, Belgium, and Spain
called a one-hour work stoppage in every
Renault plant in the three countries on
March 7. The press called it the first “Euro-
strike.” The action became a total one-day
shutdown of the two Renault assembly
plants in Spain. In Belgium, Renault work-
ers were joined in the stoppage by auto
workers in Ford, Volvo, Volkswagen, and
GM Opel plants. “This is the first time all
the factories have come together in solidar-
ity,” said Jos Deloos, a worker in the Ford
body plant in Genk.

On March 11, the same unions called a
“Euro-demonstration” of striking workers.
Ten thousand workers from the three coun-
tries converged on Renault headquarters in
Boulogne-Billancourt in France.

The international strike and demonstra-
tion of Renault workers has received wide
support. Among the crowd at the March 11
rally was a delegation of undocumented
workers who have been occupying churches
in France to demand “papers for everyone.”
One of these fighters, Madjiguene Cissé,
said, “The undocumented are in solidarity
with Renault because we are all workers,
like the truck drivers, postal workers, and
rail workers. We know these ‘downsizing’
plans very well. In Senegal they are done
by the World Bank, here by Renault. But
they are all the same,” she said.

Other layoffs in auto industry

Renault chief Schweitzer stated that clos-
ing the Vilvoorde plant was a *“‘painful” de-
cision but the plant had wage costs that were
30 percent higher than the nearby Douai
plant on the French side of the border. He
pointed to the previous closure of the No. 1
assembly line in the Valladolid factory in
Spain in 1991, the Billancourt assembly
plant in France in 1992, and the Creil plant
in France and Setubal plant in Portugal in
1996 as other “painful” decisions.

Other auto companies in Europe have
announced layoffs as well. In February, Ford
said it would cut 1,300 jobs at its Halewood
plant in Britain. Business papers have pro-
claimed the layoffs as the start of “Europe’s
great car war,” as auto companies try to cut
“over-capacity” in the face of a stagnating
market.

In addition, Schweitzer says he is wor-
ried about increased competition from Ja-
pan when the European market becomes
open to unrestricted access by Japanese
companies in the year 2000. Currently, im-
port quotas have limited Toyota sales to 5
percent of the French market and 16 per-
cent of the market in Germany.

Schweitzer was loudly attacked by po-
litical figures in both Belgium and France.
Belgian authorities declared that
Schweitzer’s actions were “economic ter-
rorism” and urged workers to sue Renault
in a European court. French President
Jacques Chirac claimed he was “shocked by
the methods used” by Renault. The French

paper Le Monde, however, reported that both
French and Belgian authorities had been
informed of the plant closure weeks in ad-
vance.

The Belgian government tried to lead the
Vilvoorde workers into a “boycott French
goods” campaign. The small town of Ans
canceled its order of cars from Renault. The
mayor of Ans is also the Belgian Federal
Transportation Minister. The next day, the
Interior Minister canceled an order of 150
Renault cars for the Belgian police. The cit-
ies of Namur and Liege followed suite. Ini-
tially, some of the Vilvoorde strikers sup-
ported the “boycott French” campaign.
Some of them told reporters that they had
voted for the Vlaams Blok, a fascist party
espousing Flemish nationalism. Vlaams
Blok has ties to the fascist National Front
in France.

Most workers pulled back from a “boy-
cott Renault” campaign when they saw it
would separate them from Renault workers
in France. Nonetheless a number of strikers
at the Billancourt demonstration had pho-
tocopied signs saying, “This is my last
Renault, and you?” Such signs have been
widely distributed among Vilvoorde work-
ers, and many have used them as car stick-
ers. However, much more prominent were
the two slogans chanted in French over and
over, “Renault solidarité” and “méme pa-
tron, méme combat” (same boss, same
struggle). Some strikers tore down Vlaams
Blok posters during a demonstration in
Brussels.

The local union of the General Federa-
tion of Labor of Belgium (ABW/FGTB) at
Vilvoorde has proposed to the French and
Spanish unions at Renault to launch a com-
mon campaign for a 10 percent reduction
in working time, which they say will be suf-
ficient to ensure that the Vilvoorde plant
remains open.

Renault workers are planning a further
week of action, with its high point on March
20 when Renault will officially announce
its financial results for 1996.

Caroline Bellamy is a member of the Trans-
port and General Workers Union at Ford's
Dagenham plant in London. Nat London is
a member of the CGT union confederation
at Renault near Paris. Martin Hill contrib-
uted to this article.
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