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U.S. hands off Iraq now!

Socialist Workers
candidates
condemn assault,
call for protests

The following statement was released
September 3 by the Socialist Workers
candidates for U.S. president and vice
president, James Harris and Laura
Garza. Harris gave a press confence on
the issue in St. Paul, Minnesota, that day.

The brutal bombing of Iraq ordered by
the U.S. administration of William Clinton
today, with complete backing from Robert
Dole and a bipartisan congress, should be
met with condemnation by working people
and fighting youth around the world. Our
campaign urges protest actions, picket lines,
and informational meetings be held in ev-
ery city possible against Washington’s mur-

Continued on Page 14
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Emergency rallies like this September 3 picket in New York protested war move

Protests say, stop the bombing

BY TAMAR ROSENFELD

NEW YORK CITY—The day Washing-
ton launched 27 cruise missiles into Iraq1
territory, 200 people joinéd
Times Square to protest Washington’s war
actions.

a picket fine in -

Arshad Al Rasheed, who is of Kurdish
origin and arrived here from Baghdad 25
years ago, marched because “The U.S.
shouldn’t get-involved irrthe internal affairs
of Iraq,” he said. Al Rasheed was part of
protests here in 1990-91, against the U.S.
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bombing and invasion of
Iraq, which resulted in more
than 150,000 deaths. He ex-
pressed outrage at the U.S.
decision to extend the “no
fly zone.” “Imagine,” he
gestured, “that New York
City is the capital, and
someone tells you no plane
may fly past the river!”

Adel, from Jordan until
recently, said, “I was in the
Middle East in 1990, and
was in the protests [against
the U.S. assault on Iraq]
there.” He explained his
view that “American inter-
vention is the cause of the
continuation of the suffering
of the people of the Mideast.
Whether it is Latin America
or the Middle East, they
claim to intervene in the
name of democracy, but ev-
erywhere they intervene, it
is worse.”

The theme of opposition
to U.S. intervention around
the world was picked up by
Antonio Maestre from Casa
de las Américas. Address-
ing the crowd, Maestre said,
“We are struggling to end
the blockade of Cuba.” He
added, “the Cuban people
are united against U.S. in-
tervention and stand to-
gether with the people of
Iraq.”

Other speakers included
Miguel Maldonado from the
Association of Immigrant
Workers, who was actively
building the October 12
march for immigrant rights
among the crowd.

A representative of the
Hospital Employees and

Continued on Page 14

Clinton bombs
Iraq with solid
bipartisan support

BY MARTIN KOPPEL

With solid bipartisan support, the Clinton
administration launched a military assault
against Iraq September 3.

Under the pretext of protecting the
Kurdish population in northern Iraq, Presi-
dent William Clinton ordered two rounds of
cruise missile strikes, expanded the imperi-
alist-enforced “no-fly zone” in the south to
the edge of Baghdad, and threatened further
attacks. He announced that limited oil sales
by the Iraqi government were now frozen.

‘As U.S.-led forces began their expanded
air patrols over southern Iraq, a U.S. F-16
warplane attacked an Iraqi radar station
September 4.

The White House quickly proclaimed the
U.S. military move a success later that day,
pointing to the withdrawal of most Iraqi

Continued on Page 8

France: 15,000 rally for immigrants

BY NAT LONDON

PARIS — Some 15,000 demonstrators
hit the streets of Paris August 28, for the
third fime in a week, t6 support the struggle
of 300 undocumented workers who: were
brutally expelled from the St. Bernard
church five days earlier.

The immigrants, mostly from Africa, had
been occupying the church demanding regu-
lar residency papers. More than 200 of them
were arrested.

As the march began at the Place de la
République (Republic square), two French
military planes took off from a heavily
guarded base with their cargoes of undocu-
mented immigrants being deported to Tu-
nisia, Mali, Senegal, and Zaire. This was
the second such convoy this week. By the
beginning of September, seven of those oc-
cupying the church have been expelled
along with several hundred other immi-
grants. Since January, 7,500 immigrants

have been deported from France.

To the great embarrassment of the gov-
ermnment, mass pressure forced the courts to
order the telease of almost all of the 200
immigtants artested during the police as---
sault on the St. Bernard church.

In great haste, the regime rushed the de-
portation of seven immigrants only to find
they had mistakenly sent two citizens of
Senegal to Mali and that another deportee
was the father of a French citizen and is tech-
nically a legal resident.

Berké Camara, a political refugee from
Mauritania, was one of the three last pro-
testers being detained by police. “At 8
o’clock in the morning I was told ‘you are
free,” ” he said. “But the police put me in a
bus and took me to Roissy airport. There, I
insisted that I did not want to be returned to
Mauritania. The passengers started to get
out of the plane to see what was going on

‘Continued on Page 12

St. Louis strikers march on Labor Day

A contingent of 250 strlklng McDonnell Douglas workers and supporters marched
in the annual St. Louis Labor Day parade, receiving loud applause and support .
along the route. Labor Day marked the 90th day of the strike that began June 5
over a number of issues, including the company’s right to outsource jobs.




Paris stocks tumble

The French franc and the Paris stock mar-
ket took a tumble August 29, causing the
jitters among rulers there and big business
across Europe. The franc slipped to a five-
month low against the German mark before
recovering among rumors of Bank of France
intervention to end the day only slightly
down. Paris stocks were hit harder, with the
benchmark CAC-40 index falling below the
2,000 level at 1,977 — a 1.3 percent loss.

The news came amidst reports that un-
employment could set a new record this year
and expectations that gross domestic prod-
uct figures for the second quarter will re-
veal little if any economic growth. Mean-
while, thousands of farmers have blockaded
roads and marched and rallied at the Eiffel
Tower in Paris with their cattle herds, de-
manding the government help compensate
them for a 30 percent drop in beef prices.

Zimbabwe strikers make gains

When the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade
Unions threatened to hold a general strike
across the country, the government backed
down to the demands of the 180,000-strong
civil service strikers, offering a 20 percent
pay raise. Union leaders said August 29 they
would propose an end to the week-long
strike only if the government reinstates all
dismissed workers, makes a pledge to not
discriminate against strike leaders, and
award retroactive pay from the beginning of
the walkout.

Tamil rebels overrun cop station

Tamil rebels overran a police station and
attacked a village in eastern Sri Lanka Au-
gust 29. At least 27 people, including 20
policemen, died in the fighting. The rebels
overwhelmed the police post with grenades
and machine gun fire, setting the building
ablaze. This was the largest rebel assault in
more than a month. Fighting had died down
after thousands on both sides were killed
when the guerrillas overran a northern mili-
tary base. Tamil rebels are fighting for a
homeland in the northeast because of sys-
tematic discrimination and denial of Tamil
national rights. More than 45,000 people
have died since the conflict erupted in 1983.

Protesters against U.S. military bases in Okinawa rally at a Tokyo park aft

er Japan’s

Supreme Court ordered land owners to renew leases to the U.S. military August 28.

Forced leasing in Japan

On August 28, Japan’s highest court or-
dered 35 Okinawa land owners to continue
leasing property to the U.S. military, which
occupies one fifth of the island. Growing op-
position to Washington’s presence in the
country reached its peak when a school girl
was raped and three U.S. serviceman were
convicted in the assault. Many Okinawans
blame the U.S. military for increased crime,
noise, and pollution. A referendum on the
continuance of U.S. bases on the island is
scheduled for September 8. Okinawa’s gov-
ernor Masahide Ota has refused to extend
forced leases until after the referendum.

Strikes erupt in Venezuela

Police fired tear gas, water cannon, and
rubber bullets to break up a protest by sev-
eral thousand public employees who blocked
traffic on a main highway in Caracas, Ven-
ezuela, August 29. Two fire fighters partici-
pating in the demonstration were injured.
The workers initially attempted to march to
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the presidential palace to protest the
government’s failure to award promised
wage increases, but were blocked by cops.
Instead they went to the thoroughfare and
stopped traffic for more than an hour.

The day before thousands of workers
walked off their jobs in a 24-hour strike to
demand bonuses and wage increases agreed
to last April. Many workers have not re-
ceived raises in more than a year, despite
inflation of 112 percent. The government
claims it needs more time to come up with
the money.

U.S.: new record of deportations

The August 30 Washington Post reported
that that the U.S. Immigration and Natural-
ization Service (INS) has deported a record
number of undocumented immigrant work-
ers in 1996 with two months remaining in
the fiscal year. Through July 31, the INS had
deported 54,362 “illegal aliens.” The num-
ber is more than double the deportations in
1990 and exceeds last year’s record of
50,600. The INS has set a goal of 62,000
“alien removals” for fiscal 1996, which ends
September 30, and is 90 percent of the way
toward its target. The number of deporta-
tions of undocumented immigrants has risen
steadily in the 1990s, with 42,000 and
45,000 expelled to their countries of origin
in 1993 and 1994 respectively.

Cops not liable in MOVE case

On August 27, a U.S. federal judge over-
turned a civil jury’s damage awards of $1 a
week against two former Philadelphia offi-
cials involved in the fatal 1985 police bomb-
ing of the headquarters of MOVE, a Black
rights organization in the city. The judge
claimed former police commissioner
Gregore Sambor and former fire commis-

sioner William Richmond could not be held
personally liable for the bombing that caused
the deaths of 11 people, five of whom were
children. But the $1.5 million award against
the city was upheld.

The original verdicts were handed down
June 24 in a federal lawsuit by MOVE mem-
ber Ramona Africa, the only adult survivor
of the blaze, and by the families of two who
died. Richmond said he was relieved by the
decision while Africa expressed disappoint-
ment in the failure to hold the officials li-
able.

Citadel admits women

After three years of fighting four young
women were admitted into the Citadel Au-
gust 24, ending 153 years of male-only en-
rollment in the cadet corps of the U.S. mili-
tary academy. The new recruits will be
housed in a dorm renovated to accommo-
date women. The fight ended with a Supreme
Court decision declaring no public school
could have single-sex education. The deci-
sion leaves Virginia Military Institute as the
only publicly financed college in the United
States that has refused to accept women. “It’s
incredible that it is happening, but it’s in-
credible that it has taken so long,” said
Deanna Caveny, a spokeswomen for 52%, a
local women’s rights group.

Alabama bans gay marriage

Alabama governor Fob James signed an
executive order at the end of August ban-
ning gay marriage. The American Civil Lib-
erties Union denounced the measure as
“wrong and unconstitutional.” James based
his decision on the rulings of the state attor-
ney general that prohibit recognition of
same-sex marriages. Such bans have been
adopted in Alaska, Arizona, Delaware,
Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Oklahoma,
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee,
and Utah. U.S. president William Clinton
has said he opposes same-sex marriages and
would sign a bill denying official marital
status to gay and lesbian couples.

Canadian auto union officials
target Chrysler, predict strike

Canadian Auto Workers (CAW) officials
announced August 28 they picked Chrysler
Canada Ltd. as the union’s strike target to
set a pattern for negotiating a new labor con-
tract with the Big Three auto giants. CAW
president Buzz Hargrove said he was reluc-
tant to pick either General Motors or Ford
Motor Co. since the United Auto Workers
(UAW) in the United States is in the pro-
cess of choosing one of these two compa-
nies as its target. Labor contracts in the Big
Three expire September 16 in both coun-
tries. The CAW set a deadline of September
17 to reach an agreement with Chrysler or
begin a strike. Hargrove said there is “a
snowball’s chance in hell” that the CAW will
sign contracts this fall with the three auto
makers without a walkout.

— BRIANTAYLOR
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Mexico: guerrilla actions spotlight unrest

BY MARTIN KOPPEL

Just when foreign capitalist investors
thought it was safe to go back to Mexico, a
new guerrilla organization made its appear-
ance with a series of armed actions in sev-
eral Mexican states. The shock waves have
put a spotlight on rising peasant protests
throughout Mexico’s countryside.

The guerrilla group, the People’s Revo-
lutionary Army (EPR), announced its ex-
istence June 28 during a rally in the moun-
tain village of Aguas Blancas, Guerrero,
commemorating a massacre of 17 peasants
by the state police.

Fifty armed guerrillas appeared at the
rally, which had been organized by the Or-
ganization of Peasants of the Southern Si-
erra (OCSS), whose members were mur-
dered on June 18, 1995, on their way to an
OCSS demonstration. While the two groups
are not related, many local peasants wel-
comed the guerrillas, who read a statement
and then melted into the hills.

Since then the EPR has carried out sev-
eral ambushes of army garrisons in
Guerrero. On August 28 it carried out coor-
dinated attacks on police and army posts in
the southern states of Oaxaca and Guerrero
and the central state of Mexico, while in
Chiapas it blocked a major highway and
distributed literature. The group deployed
scores of combatants and apparently took
few casualties.

On August 7, four EPR leaders held a
press conference in the eastern mountains
near the Gulf of Mexico, where they re-
leased a document, the Manifesto of the
Sierra Madre Oriental, later published in
several Mexican newspapers. The rebel
commanders said the organization was
founded in May 1994 and is made up of 14
organizations, including groups of peasants
and Indians.

The EPR manifesto calls for overthrow-
ing the current regime and replacing it with
a “revolutionary government” that will carry
out a range of demands. Among these are:
renegotiating Mexico’s huge foreign debt,
an agrarian reform to confiscate big landed
estates, return communal lands to farm fami-
lies, and extend credit and other aid to peas-
ants; autonomy for indigenous peoples;
equal rights for women; an end to police
and army repression; rights for immigrants
and refugees in Mexico, such as Guatema-
lans; and unemployment insurance.

The document proposes nationalizing
“the strategic sectors of the economy and
natural resources of the country, as well as
the property of the big domestic and inter-
national monopolies.”

The rebel commanders said they re-
spected the Chiapas-based Zapatista Na-
tional Liberation Army (EZLN) — which
has engaged in a cease-fire and negotiations
with the government since October 1995 —
but that the EPR would not agree to similar
talks with the regime.

Government deploys army

The government of President Ernesto
Zedillo, while trying to downplay the im-
portance of the EPR, mobilized thousands
of soldiers to the southern states. In his Sep-
tember 1 state of the union address, origi-
nally planned as self-congratulation on the
country’s economic upturn, Zedillo con-
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demned the EPR as terrorists and said his
government would use “all the force of the
state” to crack down on it.

In Guerrero authorities arrested eight
young members of the OCSS and accused
them of being guerrillas. The peasants later
testified state police had tortured them while
ordering them to confess to being EPR
members.

The Mexico City daily La Jornada re-
ported that the U.S. government is prepar-
ing to send 20 UH-1H “Huey” military he-
licopters to the Mexican air force, officially
for use against drug traffickers.

Meanwhile, government, church, and
bourgeois political leaders, as well as many
left-wing organizations, joined the chorus
of condemnations of the new guerrilla group
as “violent” in contrast with what they term
the more “reasonable” EZLN. Cuauhtémoc
Caérdenas, leader of the Party of the Demo-
cratic Revolution (PRD), one of the main
capitalist parties, labeled the June 28 proc-
lamation by the EPR a “provocative act.”

“In this country at this time the method
of armed struggle is inappropriate,” PRD
leader Pablo Gémez opined.

Some working people took a different
view. “They have a reason to take up arms,
because the government ignores the neces-
sities of the community — infrastructure,
electricity, water, and phones,” said Reyes
Vicencio, 31, a member of the restaurant
workers union in Guerrero.

The guerrilla attacks, the biggest since the
EZIN-led peasant rebellion in Chiapas in
early 1994, terrified government officials,
who have been working hard to coax for-
eign investors back to Mexico since the col-
lapse of the peso in December 1994.

The Zedillo government is bragging
about a surge in economic growth —a 7.2
percent increase in the gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) — for the first time since the deep
1995 recession. “Mexico Pays Its Debts,”
the New York Times cheered in a July 28
editorial after the Zedillo regime announced
it was repaying most of the $12.5 billion
borrowed from Washington in the bailout
engineered by the Clinton administration
after the peso collapse. .

In return for a promised $50-billion in
“loan guarantees” cobbled together by
Washington at the beginning of 1995, the
U.S. rulers wrested an agreement from the
Mexican government that all revenues from
the state-owned oil monopoly Pemex would

Peasants whose relatives were killed at Guerrero massacre protest outside Mexican

-

Senate. New guerrilla attacks highlight rising protests in Mexican countryside.

be deposited in an account at the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York before being
transfered to Mexico — or seized in the case
of a loan default.

Harsh austerity plan

The Zedillo regime has carried out a harsh
austerity plan to repay the loans and make
interest payments on the country’s foreign
debt — now $98 billion, or 38 percent of
Mexico’s GDP. The government imposed a
cap on wage increases well below the rate
of inflation, increased the highly regressive
sales tax from 10 to 15 percent, and raised
many fees for public services.

Meanwhile, the gap between the wealthy
capitalist minority in Mexico, on one hand,
and working people and layers of the middle
classes, on the other, has grown. While
Mercedes-Benz sales to rich Mexicans rose
50 percent over last year, real wages for
workers fell in May for the 16th consecu-
tive month, 9 percent below what they were
a year earlier. In the same period, the num-
ber of working people classified as living
in extreme. poverty grew to 22 million, up
by 5 million — this in a nation of 92 mil-
lion.

The social crisis and increasingly visible
class inequalities have led to growing re-
volts. A feature article in the July 20 New
York Times reported that recently, when a

train loaded with corn passed through a
shantytown outside the northern city of
Monterrey, residents halted it while fami-
lies rushed out to fill sacks of grain. In June,
a train full of wheat was sacked in the north-
ern state of Durango.

“The train robbery near Monterrey was
reminiscent of the 1910 Revolution, when
peasants routinely assaulted trains,” Times
reporter Anthony DePalma observed.

DePalma also described a scene in
Tepoztlan, south of Mexico City. “One sim-
mering Sunday in May, a hundred peasant
farmers stormed a luxurious hillside man-
sion here and, in a scene out of an old news-
reel of the 1910 Revolution, pounded on the
gates with machetes and their clenched fists
until the wealthy owners abandoned their
brunch and fled.”

The farmers took over the Quinta Piedra
estate, saying it was purchased illegally and
belonged to the peasant community. They
drew up a list of other illegally acquired
properties in the area and are demanding
return of the land.

“We tried to talk to the rich people but
they never paid attention to us,” said
Nicanor Demesa Ortiz, one of the peasants
who took over Quinta Piedra. “But what we
did here was to show that no one, no matter
how powerful or influential, is immune to
the power of the people or to what is right.”

Irish nationalists advance freedom struggle

BY JEAN LOUIS SALFATI
AND MARCELLA FITZGERALD

BELFAST, Northern Ireland — The last
weekend of August marked the continued
advance of the struggle of the oppressed
Catholic population in the British occupied
north of Ireland. Unionist marches that were
planned to force their way through predomi-
nantly Catholic towns and villages, were in
every case held back and limited by the or-
ganized resistance of residents in each area.

In Strabane, only 11 Royal Black
Preceptory (RBP) men attempted to march
in face of 300 protesters. In Newry, they
made a last minute decision to re-route the
march after a standoff with several hundred
residents the previous evening. RBP men
were turned back from the Lower Ormeau
Road by police who banned the march early
in the week. In Pomeroy, Dunloy, and Derg
the marches were restricted by protests.

According to many people we inter-
viewed, the number of loyalist demonstra-
tions held in the north of Ireland in the
marching season — which runs from March
to October in Belfast — has tripled in the
last few years to 3,000.

These actions are aimed at preserving the
caste-type system of domination through
which Protestants are treated preferentially
to Catholics. This system is the cornerstone
to British rule. Several residents said it
would be like the Ku Klux Klan marching

- through Black neighborhoods in the South

of the United States at the time of Jim Crow
segregation.

Loyalists usually come in buses to a 90-
95 percent Catholic area and march through
it while the local residents are held in their
homes and behind police lines to allow the
parade through. The character of the dem-
onstration is illustrated by the regalia, flags,
and political songs that are sung.

Shouts celebrating the murders of Catho-
lics in the local area are flung in the face of
those held back by the police. Before the
protests, the marchers would stay in the area
for several hours both morning and evening.
This disruption of social life, with shops and
businesses staying closed, people being
unable to get to work or go about their busi-
ness is enforced by a massive show of force
by the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC)
with roadblocks, armoured vehicles, and
batons.

Over this summer, the campaign to re-
route the marches away from nationalist
areas and establish that demonstrators can
only be held with the consent of those liv-
ing in the area, has grown stronger and more
organized. Leading up to the August 31-
September 1 weekend, meetings to coordi-
nate resistance were held in many towns the
loyalists had targeted for parades.

We were in Bellaghy August 31 where
the residents committee had forced the lo-
cal unit of the Royal Black Preceptory to
ask for their consent to the route of their
march. John O’Neill of the residents com-
mittee explained that this followed a sum-
mer where the town’s residents had been
baton charged off the streets six times since
July as they protested against unionist
marches through their village. After the last
RUC assault on August 10, residents reap-
peared in even greater numbers the next
morning and sat down in the street for 19
hours to prevent the marchers coming
through.

On August 28, RBP representatives
signed an agreement with the residents that
they would only march a restricted route,
stay briefly in the Orange Hall, and sing only
hymns. No one can recall any signed agree-
ment between unionists and nationalists
being made ever before.
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On the morning of August 31, residents
came out to ensure that the agreement was
adhered to by the Royal Black Preceptory.
Most of the 50 or so loyalists did in fact
come into the village, assemble at the Or-
ange Hall and then march the agreed route
back to their buses. They sang only hymns.

One loyalist, however, Herbert Cowan,
did come out early and march in full regalia
the length of the village. He told Margaret
McKenna, another member of the residents
committee, that he was part of no agreement.
No one from the Preceptory called this in-
dividual to order. Residents were so angry
at this breach of the agreement, that they
demanded the individual be removed from
the march that evening. The loyalists usu-
ally return in the evening to march again
before they go home.

The widespread resistance among Catho-
lics that has spread throughout the province
since the unionist riot at Drumcree in July
has made the British government and its
supporters here desperate to avoid confron-
tations. The RBP did in fact agree to remove
Cowan from the march. Some 200 residents
turned out to check, and appointed four
“peace observers” from outside the village
to stand across the point the unionists were
allowed to approach. But when the RBP
men arrived at the Orange Hall they played
God Save the Queen, the British national
anthem, in breach of the agreement. Resi-
dents immediately sat down and raised a
storm of noise to drown it out.

Speaking the next day in Strabane at a
commemoration for those who have died
on active service in the Irish Republican
Army, Sinn Fein representative Martin
McGuiness said that the resistance to the
loyalist marches this summer represented a
“restoration of the dignity of the nationalist
community.”
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CAMPAIGNING FOR THE SOCIALIST ALTERNATIVE IN 1996

Socialists make progress
in gaining ballot status

BY ANDY BUCHANAN

BOSTON — Supporters of the Socialist
Workers Campaign from Chicago, New
York, and Salt Lake City have joined sup-
porters from New England to launch a cam-
paign to get the presidential ticket of James
Harris and Laura Garza on the ballot in Ver-
mont. Campaign supporters are fanning out
in that state, as well as in Boston and Rhode
Island, to distribute a campaign statement
condemning the U.S. war against Iraq and
to sell books explaining the issues. These
efforts go hand-in-hand with campaigning
to collect the signatures necessary to place
the Socialist Workers candidates on the bal-
lot.

The efforts of a team of full-time cam-
paigners will build on the work of New
England supporters who collected over 200
signatures in Montpelier, Vermont, on La-
bor Day. In addition to collecting signatures,
the campaign team sold four Pathfinder
pamphlets — Socialism: Utopian and Sci-
entific, Genocide Against the Indians, So-
cialism and Individual Freedom, and Puerto
Rico: U.S. Colony in the Caribbean, and
signed up 12 young people who were inter-
ested in the campaign.

Campaign supporter Mary Nell Bockman
reports talking to “one young farmer whose
Russian family had emigrated to this coun-
try by way of Cuba, who was very inter-
ested in talking about the crisis facing fam-
ily farmers and on our perspective of build-
ing a fighting alliance of workers and farm-
ers.” One thousand signatures are required,
and the socialists aim to file 2,000 by the
deadline of September 19.

Campaigners are also wrapping up a bal-
lot drive in Rhode Island. During the peti-
tioning there were more than 40 people who
signed up for more information about the
socialist campaign and the Young Social-
ists. Two young people met with socialist
candidates from Massachusetts and New
York in a local coffee shop. Abraham, whose

Garza joins

BY JACK WILLEY

BELFAST, Northern Ireland — During a
four-day visit to Northern Ireland at the end
of August, Laura Garza, Socialist Workers
candidate for U.S. vice president, joined in
actions against sectarian marches through
predominantly Catholic nationalist commu-
nities (see article on page 3) and discussed
the U.S. elections with a range of Irish re-
publican activists. Two members of the
Communist League in the United Kingdom,
who are active in the struggle to force Brit-
ish troops out of Ireland, joined Garza on
the fact-finding tour.

In a meeting at the Belfast City Hall Au-
gust 29, three of the 10 Sinn Fein members
on the Belfast City Council described the
conditions faced by Catholics under the
British-imposed caste system that guaran-
tees privileges for the Protestant population
in the north. Alex Maskey noted that Catho-
lics are three times more likely to be unem-
ployed, suffer discrimination in housing and
social funding, and are subject to loyalist
attacks on their homes and communities on
a regular basis. “Not a week goes by with-
out a Catholic family being burned out of
their home somewhere,” said Maskey.

parents came here from the Dominican Re-
public, was interested in working to build
the October 12 demonstration in defense of
immigrant rights. He invited the socialists
to participate in a Dominican festival the
following day, where they collected more
signatures and sold four Pathfinder titles in
Spanish.

BY JEFF POWERS

SEATTLE — The Washington State Pub-
lic Disclosure Commission (PDC) voted at
the end of August to grant the Socialist
Workers 1996 Campaign an exemption
from disclosing the names of their finan-
cial contributors and vendors. The ruling
was nearly identical to decisions made by
the Commission in 1991, 1992, and 1993.

Last October, Phil Studzman, compliance
and enforcement coordinator for the PDC,
wrote the Socialist Workers Campaign stat-
ing, “The staff would be in favor of adding
a statement to the 1993 Order making it clear
that the Public Disclosure Commission
maintains the right to examine books and
records of the applicant....

“Without such a right, the Commission
has no way of knowing whether the infor-
mation that is being submitted is accurate,”
Studzman wrote. “The staff would be sup-
portive of keeping any information re-
viewed confidential, unless such informa-
tion became evidence in an enforcement
hearing where the applicant was named a
respondent.”

The Socialist Workers Campaign ob-
jected to the state commission proposal, cit-
ing decades-long harassment of their activi-
ties by government agencies. The socialists
explained that the campaign has won an
exemption from disclosing financial records
precisely because past government interfer-
ence violated the democratic rights of con-
tributors.

The Socialist Workers Campaign con-
tacted the American Civil Liberties Union

Fran Mckee, another councillor, said the
resistance to the unionist marches this sum-
mer has united nationalists as never before.
One result is an unprecedented boycott of
businesses owned by some Protestant busi-
nessmen who played a prominent part in

Socialist Workers campaign supporters petitioning in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

(ACLU), who agreed with the party’s ob-
jection and assigned attorney Mark Eide to
the case.

The Socialist Workers Campaign pre-
sented 10 affidavits to the PDC detailing
harassment of campaign supporters by lo-
cal police and other individuals over the last
year.

“The party takes, what are considered by
many, controversial stands on issues,” Eide
wrote in a letter to the PDC. “Supporters
and business owners who deal with the party
in providing campaign material have either
been threatened or fear reprisals against their
companies because of their connection with
the party. Disclosure of the names and ad-
dresses of vendors, suppliers of goods and
services, and financial contributors run a
very real and historically substantial risk of
chilling free speech and the democratic pro-
cess.”

The vote at the Public Disclosure Com-
mission meeting was unanimous in favor
of the Socialist Workers Campaign exemp-
tion.

The Socialist Workers Campaign won an
exemption from disclosing names of con-
tributors to the Federal Election Commis-
sion (FEC) in 1979. That exemption has
been renewed twice since, and the campaign

Northern Ireland protests

imposing the roadblocks and marches.
Mckee noted that only in the last eight
years have nationalists won the right to hold
a demonstration of their own through down-
town Belfast. Even the right to function on
Continued on Page 12
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will submit a new extension request to the
FEC this fall.

BY AMY HUSK

BRONX, New York — Defenders of
democratic rights won a victory here Sep-
tember 4, when charges were dismissed
against three supporters of the Socialist
Workers campaign in a Bronx courthouse.
The three campaigners — Wendy Lyons,
Paco Sanchez, and Priscilla Schenk — were
detained by police August 4 at Orchard
Beach Park in the Bronx while petitioning
to get James Harris and Laura Garza on the
ballot in New York state. Their petitions and
other literature were confiscated and they
were charged with “unlawful solicitation”
and “assemblies, meetings, and other exhi-
bitions.”

The three socialist campaigners were rep-
resented by Beth Haroules of the New York
Civil Liberties Union. Haroules said in an
interview she was pleased to see a case
where the “judge recognized the bogus na-
ture of the charges. The three activists were
engaged in protected political activity and
the case was dismissed as it should have
been.”

Raynald Laforest of the Haitian Mobili-
zation to Defend Immigrant Rights and the
American Federation of State County and
Municipal Employees came to the court-
house to show support for the campaign-
ers. Laforest said he felt stakes in this fight
were high. “In the climate of attacks on
workers and immigrants, I’'m especially
concerned about cases like this. It behooves
us to get involved in a struggle like this and
to educate around it,” he stated.

One of the issues the socialists were cam-
paigning around was support for the Octo-
ber 12 demonstration for immigrant rights.

SWP presidential candidate tours Australia

BY RON POULSEN

SYDNEY, Australia— “I am proud to
share the platform with such freedom fight-
ers. In the decades of struggle ahead of us,
working people around the world will need
such fighters on their side.” With these
words, James Harris, Socialist Workers can-
didate for U.S. president, opened his address
to a campaign meeting in Sydney August
21. Twenty two people attended. Speakers
included Moses Havini, international rep-
resentative of the Bougainville Interim Gov-
ernment; Eddy, a young Indonesian politi-
cal activist; and Rahab Charida, a young
woman who helped organize protests against
the recent Israeli bombing of Lebanon.

“There is a little Vietnam war that has
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been kept secret from the world being waged
by Australia and Papua New Guinea
(PNG),” Havini said, referring to the Pacific
island of Bougainville. He was speaking for
the independence movement on
Bougainville fighting for separation from
PNG. “As the region’s most powerful coun-
try,” he said, “Australia is providing the
military supplies and financial assistance to
sustain the PNG war on Bougainville.”

Other speakers described the political
upsurge against the military dictatorship of
General Suharto in Indonesia and the im-
pact in the Pacific of the Palestinian struggle
for self-determination and against Israeli
aggression in Lebanon.

“We take our campaign to where the
fights and resistance are,” Harris said in his
presentation, “and that means internation-
ally, across the barriers erected by our capi-
talist rulers.”

Harris said that the 20,000-strong, union-
sponsored rally he attended on August 19,
in Canberra, “demonstrating for union rights
and against the cutbacks, was like other
struggles around the world from
Bougainville to Indonesia, from the U.S. to
Australia. The common thread is that for any
struggle to be victorious, working people
have to reach out.”

He pointed out that “U.S. President
Clinton is leading exactly the same type of
cutbacks as are occurring here in Australia.
In fact, they use the same language, ‘defend-
ing the family,” while throwing millions of
children into poverty.”

“We have nothing in common with the
capitalist rulers,” the U.S. presidential can-

didate said. “That is why we reach out across
borders to fellow working people around the
world and explain the commonality of our
struggles. Some people say, ‘Maybe there
is an American solution or an Australian
solution to our problems,’ or an Indonesian
or a Haitian one. No, there is only the same
working-class solution.”

Harris pointed to the Cuban revolution “as
an example for workers all over the world
of how political change is made and how
workers and farmers in power can fight to
extend socialist revolution on a world scale.
This is more important than any single so-
cial gain, the fact that workers in Cuba have
shown that we can be victorious and push
back imperialism.”

The U.S. socialist also spoke at a meet-
ing of about a dozen students at the Univer-
sity of Technology, Sydney. During his four-
day stop in Australia, Harris had a chance
to meet and exchange experiences with
workers at two factory gates — at F. Muller,
before workers boarded the buses for
Canberra (see story on page 11), and later
at Streets Ice Cream. In Canberra, he spoke
to workers, students and Aboriginal activ-
ists during the labor raily. Supporters of his
campaign who traveled by bus and train with
workmates to Canberra reported numerous
discussions and interest in the Socialist
Workers tour.

The Canberra Times published an inter-
view with Harris titled “Expect More Cuts:
U.S. Visitor.” He was also interviewed on
Channel 7’s 11AM program and by three
national Australian Broadcasting Commis-
sion radio programs.
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BY MICHAEL BAUMANN

Armed with books, pamphlets, newspa-
pers, campaign statements, and leaflets for
quickly called Militant Labor Forums, so-
cialist workers and Young Socialists around
the world fanned out this week to campaign
against Washington’s bombing of Iraq.

From Auckland to Brooklyn to Montreal,
teams took part in demonstrations and picket
lines, organized sales at plant gates and mine
portals, and set up tables at universities and
on street corners. Their actions were part of
a stepped-up effort to bring working people
and young rebels the facts they need to
understand the connection between the war
drive in the Middle East and the mounting
assault on the social wage in the United
States and elsewhere.

Initial reports indicate an increased inter-
est in Pathfinder titles on the Middle East
and the imperialist war drive, as well as in
books explaining how working people can
fight the related assaults on social security,
medical care, and education.

Now is also the time to step up sales vis-
its to non-Pathfinder bookstores, campus
outlets and university departments, and li-
braries, suggesting titles on the Middle East
that they can feature right now.

In Auckland, New Zealand, Communist
League candidates Eugen Lepou and
Annalucia Vermunt set the tone with a Sep-
tember 4 statement announcing, “Our cam-
paign supporters will be stepping up sales
of socialist literature, such as the issue of
the Marxist magazine New International that
contains ‘Opening Guns of World War III:
Washington’s Assault on Iraq.” ” For open-
ers, a special campaign table and protest is
planned to take place in front of the U.S.
consulate in central Auckland.

Communist League members in
Christchurch, New Zealand, with plans for a
similar campaign, placed a rush order for ten
copies of the pamphlet Action Program to
Confront the Coming Economic Crisis. And
socialists in Cleveland looked at their stock

Pathfinder bookstore in Montreal

BY JOEYOUNG

MONTREAL — Around midnight on
August 20 one or more persons attacked
the Pathfinder bookstore here breaking the
main window in two places and damaging
the glass on the front door. The damages
exceed CAN$600 (US$440).

At the time of the attack the window dis-
play included the following titles: The Right
of Nations to Self-Determination by V.I
Lenin; Négres blancs d’ Amérique (White
negroes of America) by Pierre Vallieres; Les
grands textes indépendantistes, écrits,
discours et manifestes québécois 1774-
1992 (The major independentista docu-
ments; Quebecois writings, speeches and
manifestos 1774-1992) by Andrée Ferretti and
Gaston Miron; Marxism and Terrorism by
Leon Trotsky; writings by Karl Marx and
Frederick Engels on Ireland in Spanish; and
the second issue of Nouvelle

Armed with books
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Socialist sold 4 books at anti-war action in Times Square, New York, September 3.

and decided they could use five more cop-
ies of the latest New International, featur-
ing the article “Imperialism’s March toward
Fascism and War,” as well as another five of
the issue on the Gulf War.

In New York, socialist workers took part
in a midtown antiwar rally of 200 September
3. Susan Kim, 18, heard about the protest on
WBALI a local radio station. She snapped
up a copy of the magazine New Interna-
tional that included the article “Opening
Guns of World War III.” Sales at the rally
included three copies of New International,
the pamphlet Genocide against the Indians,
and at least a dozen copies of the Militant.
The socialists also organized a special plant-
gate sale at Bushwick Terminal, Brooklyn’s
garment center.

The day before, under a big banner read-
ing “U.S. Hands Off Iraq!” in English,
French, and Spanish, an all-day team at
Brooklyn’s massive Caribbean Day festival
sold a total of 27 books. Among the titles
most sought after were Maurice Bishop
Speaks, by the leader of the 1979 revolution
in Grenada who was later murdered in a
Stalinist-led counterrevolution.

In Greensboro, North Carolina, an emer-
gency news conference called September 3
by Socialist Workers candidates drew sev-
eral people and resulted in a sale of a New
International. Participants in the news con-
ference called a picket line at the federal
building for the following day, and several
plan to attend a Militant Labor Forum sched-
uled for the weekend.

Pathfinder supporters, including Social-
ist Workers candidate for U.S. Senate David
Salner, were among the 1,000 who attended
the Labor Day picnic in Racine, West Vir-
ginia, sponsored by the United Mine Work-
ers of America.

“The socialist campaign table — featur-
ing a good selection of Pathfinder books,
the Militant, and plenty of campaign litera-
ture — was a place for thoughtful political
discussion with miners, their families, and

Internationale, the French language sister
publication of the Marxist magazine New
International, with an article on “Land, La-
bor and the Canadian Revolution.”

The vandals left no clear indication of the
motives for the attack. Michel Prairie, a book-
store representative, said in a press release,
“The character of the books in the window,
the past attacks against the bookstore linked
to its defense of the rights of the Quebe-
cois, and the fact the bookstore was the only
establishment in the neighborhood that was
vandalized last night, lead us to believe this
is an attack on freedom of expression.” The
Quebecois are an oppressed nationality in
Canada who are discriminated against on
the basis of their language, French.

This is the third attack on the bookstore
this year. In January a warning in French
was stuck on the bookstore saying, “Re-
move the word “bookstore” (in English) from

— all out!
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your sign or we will do it, Law 101.”

Law 101 is an affirmative action mea-
sure in Quebec that promotes use of the
French language. The bookstore sign has
the word bookstore in French, English and
Spanish. The store carries books that de-
fend law 101 and Quebec independence.
On July 1, a sticker was stuck on the book-
store window, which said, in French, “Yes, [
love Quebec, but Canada is my country.” At
the time the bookstore window displayed
several books on the right of nations to self-
determination as well as a poster announc-
ing a concert for Quebec independence.
Bookstore volunteers responded rapidly
to the attack. “Yesterday’s attack occurred
in the context of a chauvinist campaign to
defend the privileges of the anglophone
community in Quebec by demanding more
English on signs, which is already permitted
by the law,” said Prairie in a press release.
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An article appeared in La Presse, a major
French-language daily in Montreal, with the
headline “Vandalism at a bookstore with a
sign in three languages.” Prairie was also
interviewed by Daybreak, a CBC Radio pro-
gram; McGill University Radio, CKUT; and
The Mirror, a community newspaper.

The bookstore received messages of sup-
port from the Prisoners’ Rights Bureau and
the Abya-Yala bookstore. The Abya-Yala
bookstore’s statement read in part, “We de-
plore the senseless attack against your book-
store this week and the threat to freedom of
speech it represents.”

After reading the article in La Presse, two
young people came to the Pathfinder book-
store to express solidarity in face of the at-
tack and to inquire about joining the Young
Socialists.
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Mark Curtis celebrations link up fighters

BY MICHAEL PENNOCK

ST. PAUL, Minnesota — “If I think of a
warrior in the working-class fight, I think
of Mark Curtis,” said Native American ac-
tivist and artist Chris Spotted Eagle. He was
the lead-off speaker at the Militant Labor
Forum celebrating the release of Mark Curtis
from prison. Over 40 people attended the
August 17 event.

“I’ve never had a chance to meet Mark,”
he continued, “but when I do I plan to
present him with an eagle feather. It is a high
honor from our people to a warrior.”

Spotted Eagle pointed out he was wear-
ing a T-shirt supporting death row inmate
Mumia Abu-Jamal. “Mark’s struggle and the
support he gets gives me the courage and
inspiration to fight on for justice.” He con-
cluded with an appeal to keep up the effort
to free Native American activist Leonard
Peltier from his 20 years behind bars.

Maria Teresa Tula spoke of her experi-
ences in the 1980s struggle in El Salvador
and her fight in this country for immigrant
and Hispanic rights. She is helping to build
the October 12 national march for immigrant
rights in Washington, D.C.

She noted that Curtis’s troubles with the
law began as he was helping defend undocu-
mented workers at an Iowa packinghouse.
She pointed out that political activists do not
stop their struggles when they find them-
selves behind bars. Tula, who was in prison
herself in El Salvador, remarked, “We never
stopped fighting for human rights, just like
Mark did when he was in prison.”

Paul Pederson spoke as a person new to
politics. He heard of Curtis’s fight while a
participant on the U.S.-Cuba Youth Ex-
change that visited Cuba in July. He came
to the Pathfinder bookstore in St. Paul a
week before the forum and bought the pam-
phlet Why Is Mark Curtis Still in Prison?
He wanted to be familiar with the details
when he attended the forum. Then he was
asked to speak.

“I’m a newcomer to politics,” Pederson
said, “and I want to share my solidarity and
my joy with this celebration.

“Cuba totally changed my view of the
world and my role in this country. For me,
this pamphlet is full of good lessons as I
enter the fight. And I welcome Mark Curtis
back to the struggle outside the walls of

prison.”

Also speaking at the event were Kipp
Hedges, a union activist at Northwest Air-
lines, and Jennifer Benton, Socialist Work-
ers Party candidate for U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. More than $400 was raised to
continue the work of the Political Rights
Defense Fund, which has agreed to accept
responsibility for any legal expenses that
arise during Curtis’s parole. The evening
ended with a champagne toast.

.
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BY VED DOOKHUN

SAN FRANCISCO — On August 18
some 40 people attended a celebration of
Mark Curtis’s release from prison here.
Curtis is a union and political activist and
member of the Socialist Workers Party. He
was framed up by the police in Des Moines
in 1988 on false charges of rape and bur-
glary, in the middle of a fight to defend 17
coworkers from Mexico and El Salvador
who had been arrested in an immigration
raid at the Swift meatpacking plant in Des
Moines. He was released on parole to Illi-
nois in June.

Featured speakers were Puerto Rican au-
thor and poet Piri Thomas; Bruce Valde, a
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Piri Thomas spoke at San Francisco event

commentator and radio show host on Radio
Free Berkeley; Steve Gordon, representing
the Young Socialists; and Norton Sandler, a
member of the SWP National Committee.
In introducing Piri Thomas, who is the
author of Down These Mean Streets, chair-
person Kathryn Crowder noted that Thomas
had been a partisan of Curtis’s fight for free-
dom since the beginning and that he had
spoken at a large international rally held in
Des Moines on the eve of Curtis’s trial.

Thomas explained that at that September
1988 rally, participants were preparing for
Curtis’s likely conviction at his frame-up
trial that was scheduled to being in a few
days. “That day in 1988, Mark and I talked
about what it is like in prison,” said Tho-
mas who spent seven years behind bars.
That experience is described in Thomas’s
novel Seven Long Times. “Now,” Thomas
continued, “we’re are celebrating our
brother’s return to the struggle, and I am
glad to be part of this today.”

Thomas read a poem describing the op-
pression of Puerto Ricans in the United
States and concluded by saying, “Viva
Puerto Rico Libre (Long live a free Puerto
Rico), Welcome back Mark!”

YS activist Gordon drew a comparison
between the time Curtis spent in prison and
what has faced other revolutionists. Gordon
explained that many members of the Bol-
shevik Party spent time in prison prior to
the 1917 Russian Revolution.

Messages to the meeting were received
from Patsy Behrend, a relative of Curtis and
local Cuba solidarity activist, and from Ron
Lind, director of union organizing for the
United Food and Commercial Workers in
San Jose, California.

Ien-week Pathfinder Fund begins

BY TED LEONARD

NEWARK, New Jersey — The 10-week-
long Pathfinder fund drive began Septem-
ber 1 with local targets reaching $106,000
of the $125,000 goal. The main challenge
over the next week is to get in goals from
all local areas that surpass the $125,000 in-
ternational target, accelerate collection from
those who’ve already made pledges, and
begin reaching out to fighting workers and
youth for new contributions. The fund is
aimed at raising the resources to ensure that
the hundreds of Pathfinder books and pam-
phlets can be reprinted in a timely way so
that they remain available to working-class
fighters.

Supporters in New York City are prepar-
ing for the annual “New York is Book Coun-
try” book fair. They got warmed up last

nes Che Guevara
Episodes
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Ernesto Che Guevara

Emesto Che Guevara, Argentine by birth, be-
came a central leader of the Cuban revolution and
one of the outstanding communists of the 20th cen-

weekend by selling over two dozen books
at a huge Caribbean parade and festival in
Brooklyn.

“Atprevious ‘Book Country,’ fairs thou-
sands of people from Manhattan and around
the world learned about Pathfinder books
from volunteers at our booth,” explained
Tamar Rosenfeld, Pathfinder Bookstore
Director in New York. “This year thousands
more will learn about these indispensable
weapons.”

“New York is Book Country” is a series
of events that climaxes with a bookfair that
sprawls down 5th Avenue on Sunday, Sep-
tember 29. The fair attracts up to 250,000
people. Pathfinder supporters are promot-
ing several events to draw interest in the
revolutionary books including a screening
and discussion on Friday of “The Baku Con-
gress 1920,” historic film footage, and on
Saturday a discussion on revolutionary
Cuba, based on Emesto Che Guevara’s, Epi-
sodes of the Cuban Revolutionary War —
both at the Pathfinder Bookstore in Man-
hattan.

An “author talk” with Olga
Rodriguez, editor of The Politics of
Chicano Liberation, will be fea-
tured on Saturday at the Pathfinder
Bookstore in Brooklyn. At the Path-
finder Mural Bookstore in Manhat-

ternational. “The mural stood for seven
years, a billboard of revolutionary politics,”
he explained. But the mural is now faded
and water is seeping through the wall when
it rains so that it is affecting the production
of revolutionary literature in the long
term — the very reason for Pathfinder’s ex-
istence. In order to repair the wall the mu-
ral will have to be removed. McAllister ex-
plained that the slogan of Pathfinder sup-
porters must be, “Sell the books, produce
the books, read the books.”

Supporters of the fund in Newark, New
Jersey, are making plans for their participa-
tion in the New Brunswick, New Jersey,
Book Fair September 21 where they will
also seek new contributions to the fund.

With goals in from 14 cities, the Path-
finder 1996 Fund is building toward the
$125,000 goal. Those wishing to make a
contribution toward the fund should make
checks payable to Pathfinder and send them
to: Pathfinder, 410 West St., New York, N.Y.
10014 or contact the nearest Pathfinder dis-
tributor listed in the directory on page 12.

$125,000 Pathfinder Fund

September 1 — November 15
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— YOUNG SOCIALISTS AROUND THE WORLD

YS members make prog

This column is written and edited by
the Young Socialists (YS), an interna-
tional organization of young workers, stu-
dents, and other youth fighting for social-
ism. For more information about the YS
write to: Young Socialists, P.O. Box 14392,

St. Paul, MN 55114. Tel: (612) 644-0051. -

BY KEVIN JOHNSON

NEWARK, New Jersey — The Young
Socialists chapter here has now conquered
weekly meetings to lay out plans for doing
politics in the coming week. Every meeting
is kicked off with an educational on today’s
politics taken from articles in the Militant.
The YS chapter here took two of its weekly
chapter meetings to come up with a game
plan on how to implement the nationwide
campaign to recruit 80 new members to the
revolutionary youth organization by the end
of November.

Coming on the heels of YS participation
in the U.S.-Cuba Youth Exchange and dem-
onstrations at the Republican convention in
San Diego, the YS laid out plans to set up
Pathfinder book tables at local high schools
and colleges and do weekly class series.

The YS here is beginning to see results.
YS members campaigned for the Socialist
Workers Party candidates at a Puerto Rican
festival where several books and copies of
the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial were
sold.

A week later, after visiting the Pathfinder

bookstore in Newark, New Jersey, two
young Black men who are members of the
Teamsters union and work at United Parcel
Service became interested in the Young So-
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Participants at U.S.-Cuba Youth Ex-
change march as part of protest out-
side Democratic National Convention,
Chicago, August 25 (top two photos).
SWP and YS campaign table at Festi-
val for Life in Chicago, August 26 (left).

cialists. Each bought Episodes of the Cu-
ban Revolutionary War by Ernesto Che
Guevara. After that the YS and their sup-
porters organized a dinner and discussion,

Immigrant workers protest against
INS raids at packing plants in lowa

BY SHIRLEY PENA

DES MOINES, Iowa — Since May hun-
dreds of immigrant workers have been ar-
rested by the Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service (INS) in raids conducted at four
meatpacking plants in central lowa. These
raids come on the heels of the April an-
nouncement of a joint program between the
INS and packinghouse bosses that allows
employers to tap into INS computer data to
verify whether a prospective employee is
“authorized to work” in the United States.
Meat processing giants IBP and Monfort
were among the first to enroll.

The federal government moved to deepen
its campaign of harassment and intimida-
tion against immigrant workers by sending
a letter dated August 15 from U.S. attorney
Stephan Rapp to all workers with Latino
surnames at the IBP plant in Waterloo, Iowa.
“You may have committed violations of the
immigration laws and laws relating to em-
ployment,” the letter read. “If you have
something to offer to show our information
is incorrect, we would be happy to consider
it.... Please contact an immigration agent.....
We are willing to consider an agreement
where you would plead guilty.”

Jerry Heinauer, district director of the INS
office in Omaha, told the Des Moines Reg-
ister, “We’re serious about worksite enforce-
ment.” This “seriousness” is behind the
government’s decision to open an INS of-
fice in eastern Iowa, as well as a temporary
office in Des Moines.

Protests for immigrant rights

~ Defenders of immigrant rights responded
as the government stepped up its campaign
against immigrant workers. After the sec-
ond raid at the IBP Waterloo plant on Au-
gust 12, more than 100 people gathered out-
side the jail where the workers were being
held to protest a July raid.

Some 30 defenders of immigrant rights
participated in an August 21 emergency
press conference in Des Moines after the
INS letter was sent to Latino workers in
Waterloo.

Sandra Soto, director of the Immigrant
Rights Project of the American Friends Ser-
vice Committee (AFSC), told the media,
“We question why due process seems non-
existent in this letter. It sends a message that
if you belong to a certain class of people or
ethnic group, your constitutional rights will
not be respected.”

Two additional demonstrations were also
organized in Waterloo that same day.

The INS conducted another raid on Au-
gust 24 — this time at the Swift pork pack-

ing plant in Marshalltown, Iowa. Activists
planning Iowa participation in the October
12 march for immigrant rights in Washing-
ton, D.C., found out about the raid and
rushed down to the plant.

Despite the cop attempts to block access
to a public telephone, the October 12 activ-
ists found a cellular phone and alerted Des
Moines media to the unfolding INS raid. As
a result, the raid was the lead story on all
three local news stations that evening —
thwarting the government’s attempts to
downplay the protests against it.

While attempting to pose as victims of
hiring undocumented workers, company
representative K.T. Miller said at a press
conference at the plant that management had
contacted the INS last year.

Nearly 900 Swift workers were detained
by the INS as they attempted to leave work
that day, while almost 300 gathered outside
to await news of their friends’ and family
members’ fates. Some joined the October
12 activists who were chanting “No human
being is illegal!”

Response of Marshalltown Workers

In response to the INS raid, the
Marshalltown chapter of the League of
United Latin American Citizens (LULAC)
called an emergency meeting to try to an-
swer the questions facing families that had
relatives caught up in the INS raid. Activ-
ists in the October 12 Coalition who are
planning a march in Des Moines were in-
vited to attend the meeting and participate
in the discussion.

More than 50, predominantly Spanish-
speaking workers from the Marshalltown
Swift plant attended the meeting. Many said
that those arrested faced the possibility of
the state taking away their U.S.-born chil-
dren unless “legal guardians” are found in
the next three days. Some of these children
also face the possibility of deportation along
with their immigrant parents.

One young woman, Shelly, said she was
caring for infant children of several of the
families that were arrested, along with her
own four children.

Some workers spoke of the experiences
of some of the Swift workers who hid on
company property for several hours as they
waited for the INS to leave.

Aracely, a Guatemalan woman, described
the case of her husband, who is also from
Guatemala. He had been in the United States
for seven years and had finally received the
government’s agreement that he could ap-
ply for asylum. But after his arrest the INS
refused to release him when he presented

his paperwork to immigration agents. When
Aracely explained she had no money to get
legal help, someone grabbed a hat and over
$80 was collected from the audience.

Two young women who are white also
addressed the meeting to express their soli-
darity with those arrested and to explain that
not only Latinos are affected by the racist
INS campaign. One woman was married to
a Latino worker who was facing deporta-
tion. The other had just been engaged to
another Latino worker.

Many in the audience strongly disagreed
with comments that put the blame for the
raid on the workers “because they didn’t
become part of the system.” But many
people responded positively to speakers who
said immigrants had to stand up and fight
the government and company attempts to
scapegoat them.

Following the discussion, participants at
the meeting were invited to join October 12
activists and other supporters of immigrant
rights at the armory in Newton, lowa, where
those arrested in the Marshalltown raid were
being held.

More than 100 turned out at the Newton
armory to protest the detention and pending
deportation of the 150 workers arrested.
Among the protesters were dozens of Latino
workers caught up in the August 24 INS raid
at Swift, as well as a sizable contingent of
immigrant workers from the IBP plant in
Perry, Iowa. The large presence of Latino
workers at Newton was a new element in
the immigrant rights actions here and was
prominently featured in the news coverage.

One woman, Bonnie, said that even
though she’s married to a Latino she “would
have come here regardless of my husband.
People come here to be free.”

“They don’t want to see a lot of numbers,”
hog farmer Larry Ginter commented. “If
everyone goes down and raises Cain, it
makes the INS job a lot harder.”

As some in the crowd began to sign a song
entitled “We Are a Gentle, Angry People,”
Miguel, at worker at IBP in Perry, leaned
over and told Militant reporters, “I’'m an-
gry, I’'m not gentle.”

The federal government responded to the
protest actions and criticism surrounding the
raids by organizing a press conference
where U.S. attorney Stephan Rapp stated,
“I thought the demonstrations and criticisms
were unfair, frankly. We’re not concerned
with people’s ethnicity.” To underscore his
point, Rapp introduced a Latino Department
of Justice official whose role is to “help open
channels between law enforcement and the
Hispanic community.”
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ress in building chapters

a tour of the Pathfinder build-
ing in New York that houses
the editorial offices and print-
ing plant of the publisher,
went to a Cuba report-back
meeting and a video show-
ing — all in one five-day pe-
riod. Coming out of the
weekend of activities,
Charles Williams decided to
join the YS.

“We responded to the
young people who were
around us. Now, we are or-
ganizing to hit college cam-
puses and high schools as soon as they
open,” said Megan Arney, YS coordinator
in Newark.

At a Militant Labor Forum on August 30,
where YS member Stefanie Trice gave a
presentation on “Capitalism’s decline looms
over ’96 elections,” Fuquan Battle asked
what young people can do to involve oth-
ers now in revolutionary politics. Battle has
now decided to go to Vermont to help put
the Socialist Workers ticket on the ballot
there.

The YS is also organizing to visit the
strikers at Farmland Dairy picket just out-
side Newark and is studying the history of
the labor movement and social revolutions
— from the speeches and writings of Karl
Marx and Frederick Engels to James P. Can-
non, Che Guevara and Thomas Sankara.

Shari Gilbert

BY TAMI PETERSON

CHICAGO — On August 26, some 20
young people attended a discussion here
called “Cuba Today” sponsored by the
Young Socialists. The discussion was held
after a day of protests outside the Demo-
cratic National Convention (DNC) that in-
cluded a demonstration against the attacks
on same sex marriage.

Participants in the recent U.S.-Cuba
Youth Exchange took part in the discussion
circle by telling about their experiences.
The meeting lasted for two hours and in-
cluded youth from Illinois, Minnesota,
Michigan, Wisconsin, Ohio, New York, and
California. Topics ranged from the question
of prostitution and women’s rights in Cuba
to freedom of the press and the example of
the revolution for young people today.

Sarah Katz, who came down from Min-
neapolis to participate in the protests around
the DNC, passed around pictures-from the
Youth Exchange and recounted the experi-
ence of visiting the Cuban army barracks at
Guantdnamo where the U.S. government
continues to occupy a navy base on Cuban
soil. She said that those volunteering on the
Cuban side were in the front lines of the
battle if the U.S. government should start a
shooting war.

All of those who went on the Youth Ex-
change told of how Cuban president Fidel
Castro addressed them in a surprise visit and
how they were able to ask questions of
Roberto Robaina, Ricardo Alarcén, and
other Cuban leaders. They spoke of how one
of the repeated topics throughout the trip
was getting young people to the 14th World
Festival of Students and Youth that is to be
held in Cuba in the summer of 1997. At this
meeting, leaflets for the festival were dis-
tributed and many of those in attendance
expressed interest in going to Cuba.

Tom Alter from the Young Socialists in
Chicago recounted the experience of Youth
Exchange members upon returning to the
U.S. through Chicago O’Hare airport, where
they were harassed and searched for hav-
ing traveled to find out the truth in Cuba.

Those in attendance were invited to an
event co-sponsored by the Young Social-
ists and Socialist Workers Party where
Frank Forrestal, Socialist Workers candidate
for U.S. Senate in Illinois, spoke. Two mem-
bers of the Young Socialists are his running
mates. Aislinn Pulley is running for Con-
gress in the 9th district and Tami Peterson
is running in the 5th district.

Throughout the rest of the week, the
Young Socialists sponsored a discussion on
Malcolm X and a video showing of Por-
trait of Teresa, which is a Cuban film on
the fight against sexism in that country.

These events were built throughout the
convention protests and many of those in-
volved in the “Cuba Today” discussion re-
turned for other activities throughout the
week.
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Clinton bombs Iraq

Continued from front page

troops from the Kurdish region. Pentagon
officials stated, that the expanded no-fly
zone would be permanently enforced, set-
ting the stage for further clashes with Iraqi
forces.

With war emerging as a decisive ques-

tion in the presidential campaign — as with
previous U.S. elections — Republican con-
tender Robert Dole and other big-business
politicians quickly fell in line behind the
Democratic commander-in-chief.

While numerous governments in the
world criticized the U.S. assault, the sharp-
est condemnation came from the revolution-
ary government of Cuba, which termed it a
“criminal aggression.” Calling the missile
strikes an “excessive, unjustified, and arbi-
trary use of force,” Cuban foreign ministry
spokesperson Marianela Ferriol stated,
“This fresh attack violates the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Iraq.”

Washington’s “Operatlon Desert Strike”
began in the morning of September 3 when
two navy ships and two B-52 bombers fired
27 cruise missiles against air defense facili-
ties in southern Iraq. The warships are part
of aU.S. force stationed in the Persian Guif
and the B-52s flew out from Guam, a U.S.
colony in the Pacific. Hours later, three navy
ships and a submarine in the Gulf launched
another 17 missiles.

Clinton also declared a 60-mile extension
of the wide swath of territory in southern
Iraq where Washington, London, and Paris
decreed a ban on flights by Iraqi aircraft
following the 1990-91 Gulf War. At that
time, claiming to protect the Iraqi Kurds in
the north and the largely Shiite population
in the south, they imposed “no-fly zones”
above the 36th Parallel and below the 32nd
Parallel, in addition to a “no drive” zone for
Iraqi troops in the south.

As of September 4, Washington widened
the southern exclusion zone to the 33rd Par-
allel — from the Kuwaiti border to the out-
skirts of Baghdad — barring the Iraqis from
using aircraft in half their national territory.
U.S. and British pilots are now flying war-
planes over this new area, putting two Iragi
airfields and a major training facility under
their surveillance.

A U.S. warplane in this area destroyed
an Iraqi radar station on the first day of the
expanded patrols. U.S. defense secretary
William Perry said the radar was bombed
because it had “illuminated one of our

. planes.” He later acknowledged, however,
that the station was north of the no-fly zone.

A huge imperialist military force remains
on alert in the region. The U.S. force in-
cludes 300 warplanes within striking dis-
tance. Washington has 23,000 troops, in-
cluding 15,000 sailors and marines, aboard
its Persian Gulf fleet. It has another 6,000
troops in the region, mostly based in Saudi
Arabia, and thousands more in the area for
military “exercises.”

The U.S. cruise missiles targeted sites in
the Iraqi towns of Tallil, Nasiriya, Kut, and
Iskandariya. Despite claims by Clinton that
only military facilities were hit, the Iraqi
government reported that some residential
areas had also been bombed, with six people
killed and 26 injured so far.

‘Iraq is sovereign country’

In a September 3 interview on CNN, Iragi
deputy prime minister Tariq Aziz con-
demned the military attacks and patrols over
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Extended “no-fly” zone

On September 3, Clinton extended
the “no-fly” zone — which starts at
the Kuwaiti border— from the 32nd
parallel to the 33rd parallel, on the
outskirts of Baghdad.
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Iraqi territory. “Now, unilaterally, the United
States and Britain have decided to impose
another extension of a no-fly zone on a sov-
ereign country,” he said. “American and
British interference in this matter is illegiti-
mate. This is Iraq.”

The Iragi ambassador to Greece, Issam
Saud Khalil, condemned the U.S. missile
attacks. He called the U.S. government “the
new criminals of the modern age” and “po
licemen of world disorder.”

Washington justified its initial war moves
saying it was acting in defense of Kurds af-
ter the Iraqi government sent troops into the
Kurdish region in northern Iraq. The Kurds,
an oppressed people living in parts of Iraq,
Turkey, Iran, and Syria, have long fought
for national self-determination and against
repression by the capitalist regimes in all
these countries. In Iraq, the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP), led by Massoud
Barzani, and the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK), led by Jalal Talabani, have
fought for Kurdish autonomy.

Washington — which has always op-

posed the Kurdish people’s fight for an in-
dependent state — set up a “Kurdish en-
clave” in northern Iraq after the Gulf War,
seeking to bring the KDP and PUK under
its thumb in the hope of undermining the
Iraqi regime. In the past two years, how-
ever, a struggle for political control has
erupted between these two bourgeois par-
ties. In a setback for Washington, the PUK,
which had previously aligned itself more
closely with Washington, turned to the Ira-
nian government, while the KDP decided
to seek support from Baghdad.

The Iraqi government asserts it sent troops
at the request of the KDP in its battle with
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. As the ri-
val parties fought each other, Iragi troops
seized Erbil August 31, routing the PUK
fighters. After Washington’s military threats,
Baghdad’s forces began to pull out of Erbil.

At a September 3 press conference,
Clinton stated that Washington was respond-
ing to Iraqi repression against the Kurds. He
added, however, that Washington’s goal was
to “increase America’s ability to contain Iraq
over the long run....When our interest in the
security of our friends and allies is threat-
ened, we will act with force if necessary.”

In a news conference the same day, Perry
said, “The issue is not simply the Iraqi at-

from World War |

tack on Erbil,” adding that the U.S. govern-

ment did not want to get mired in the fac-
tional fighting among the Kurdish groups.
Perry emphasized that Washington’s prior-
ity was “protection of the flow of 0il” in the
Mideast. The government of Saddam
Hussein, he stated, was “a threat to security
and stability” in the region.

An unnamed Pentagon official told the
New York Times, “This has nothing to do
with the Kurds and everything to do with
Saddam.”

Bipartisan support

The Clinton administration’s rapid mili-
tary escalation in the Persian Gulf received
bipartisan support. On September 3 Repub-
lican presidential candidate Dole declared,
“I stand foursquare behind our men and
women in uniform.” He added, I trust this
is the beginning of decisive action to limit
the power and arrogance of Saddam
Hussein.”

Speaking to U.S. war veterans, Dole de-
clared, “In matters like this, all of us think
not as Republicans or Democrats, but as
Americans.” ,

On the campaign trail, Dole had initially
attacked Clinton for “weak leadership.”
Dole’s senior advisor, Sen. John McCain,
had mocked “this Administration’s feckless
photo-op foreign policy.” Within 18 hours,
however, the Dole camp dropped this criti-
cism like a hot potato, as they concluded
such statements “had left the Republican
candidate subject to accusations that he was
undermining national security interests at a
time of crisis,” the New York Times reported.

Dole campaign spokesman Nelson
Warfield said Dole had telephoned Clinton
September 3 to assure him that he would
not make any remarks on Iraq “designed to
offend the president.” Dole would “stand by
the president and our troops,” Warfield
added.

Other Democrats and Republicans fell in
step with support for the war effort. Repub-
lican Senate majority leader Trent Lott has
worked with his Democratic counterpart,
Sen. Tom Daschle, to draft a resolution sup-
porting the U.S. military moves against Iraq.

Ross Perot, who is running as the Reform
Party’s presidential candidate, was critical
of Clinton’s actions. “War is not a place for
politicians to create a positive image and get
a bump in the polls.” He pointed to the prob-
lems the current administration has faced in
its military interventions in Somalia and
Bosnia.

.

Clinton’s war speech

Clinton set the political framework for the
assault on Iraq in his August 29 speech at
the Democratic National Convention in
Chicago, where he formally accepted the
Democratic nomination for president.

“We cannot become the world’s police-
man,” Clinton declared, “but where our val-
ues and our interests are at stake and where
we can make a difference, we must act and
we must lead.” He referred to his
administration’s sending of U.S. troops to
Haiti and Bosnia to illustrate the point.

Clinton assailed the governments of Iran
and Libya, accusing them of “terrorism.” He
bragged about the law he had signed impos-
ing sanctions on foreign companies that in-
vest in those countries, which he vowed

“will pay a price from the United States.”

The president singled out the Cuban gov-
ernment for attack, saying that “Cuba must
finally join the community of democracies.”
Repeating the false claim that Cuba is un-
democratic, the Clinton administration has
in the past four years taken a number of ag-
gressive measures against the workers and
farmers government in that Caribbean na-
tion.

The aggressiveness of the Clinton White
House in launching these war moves abroad
has been paralleled by its spearheading of
the bipartisan assault on the basic social
gains of working people at home. At the
Democratic Party convention, prominent
liberal figures like Mario Cuomo, Edward
Kennedy, and Jesse Jackson spoke as crit-
ics of Clinton’s welfare “reform” law, while
urging a vote for the Democratic incumbent
as a supposed lesser evil to the Republicans.
In so doing, these liberal forces played an
important role in greasing the rails for fur-
ther attacks on workers’ social gains — as
well as the administration’s current military
moves.

Near the end of his acceptance speech
Clinton made a demonstrative point about
“some African-American members of our
Special Forces at Fort Bragg,” North Caro-
lina, whose doors, he stated, had recently

‘been defaced with swastikas.

Saying that “they do not deserve to have
swastikas on their doors,” Clinton then as-
serted, “If I walk off this stage tonight and
call them on the telephone and tell them to
go halfway around the world and risk their
lives for you and be there by tomorrow at
noon, they will do it.”

White House officials later told the press
that even before that speech, the adminis-
tration had been taking steps that laid the
groundwork for the military attack on Iraq.
On August 28 Clinton had authorized a dip-
lomatic note warning Baghdad against a
military move in northern Iraq. The day af-
ter Clinton’s speech, administration officials
made the first public threat that U.S. forces
in the Persian Gulf were “prepared to de-
ploy.”

On August 31 the White House approved
a plan for a military strike in southern Iraq
and the extension of the no-fly zone. The
justification for these moves was a 1991
United Nations Security Council resolution
demanding that the Iraqi government end
repression against the Kurds.

The following day, the administration re-
ported the initial mobilization of the U.S.
armada in the Persian Gulf. UN secretary
general Boutros Boutros-Ghali reported he
had suspended a recent agreement to allow
Iraq to sell $2 billion worth of oil every six
months to pay for food and medicine. For
the past six years, Iraq has been blocked
from selling oil by a U.S.-orchestrated eco-
nomic embargo.

By Labor Day, September 2, the White
House announced its plan to carry out a mili-
tary assault, which was launched in the early
hours of the following morning.

Of the four other governments making up
the United Nations Security Council, only
London expressed its complete support for
the U.S. missile strikes against Iraq. The
imperialist governments of Germany, Japan,
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand all

Continued on Page 14
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- Clinton’s record as a war president

Below is a chronology of the Clinton
administration’s attacks on Iraq:

January 1993 .

“There is no difference between my
policy and the policy of the present admin-
istration [of George Bush],” Clinton says at
a January 14 news conference, less than a
week before his inauguration. Three days

later, U.S. warships in the Persian Gulf and -

the Red Sea fire 40 Tomahawk cruise mis-
siles at targets near Baghdad. The president-
to-be also backed repeated air strikes by
U.S., British, and French war planes-over
Iraq January 13-23 that year.

June 1993

U.S. bombing of Baghdad June 26 leaves
at least 8 civilians dead and 20 wounded.
Three of the 23 cruise missiles fired at the
city hit residential neighborhoods, leaving
craters 30 feet deep. On June 29, a U.S.
warplane fires an air-to-surface missile
against an Iraqi antiaircraft battery in the
southern province of Basra. Bombings and
missile attacks continue into July. Clinton
claims assault is in retaliation of alleged plot
by Baghdad to kill former president Bush
while on an earlier visit to Kuwait.

August 1993
U.S. war planes bombard targets in north-
ern Iraq August 9, dropping cluster bombs

on what Washington claims was an Iraqi air -

defense battery. Two F-15E fighter bomb-
ers also drop four 500-pound laser-guided
bombs at the same site.

December 1993
Clinton administration announces it will
push for tough new conditions for lifting the
UN ban on Iraqi oil exports, including rec-
- ognizing Kuwait as an independent country
and ending the persecution of dissidents
before the embargo on oil exports is lifted.

April 1994

Two U.S. F-15 fighter jets patrolling the
airspace above northern Iraq shoot down
two U.S. Black Hawk helicopters April 14,
apparently mistaking them for Iraqi aircraft,
killing'all' 26 people on board. The down-
ing occurred in broad daylight, with no
warning given to the targeted helicopters.

September 1994 -

At Washington’s urging the United Na-
tions Security Council votes September 14
to maintain its economic embargo against
Iraq, first imposed in August 1990. Earlier
in the year, Iraqi foreign minister
Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf told the UN

Commission on Human Rights that the death
rate among young children in the country
was 126 times higher than before the Gulf
War. Prices of basic foodstuffs had risen as
much as 400 percent. The Security Council

has renewed the sanctions regularly since,

with the U.S. government leading the
charge, despite continued reports of the dev-
astating consequences. A UN study esti-
mates as of January 1996, as many as
576,000 children in Iraq have died as a re-
sult of the economic embargo.

Planes are loaded with bombs on U.S. warshi in praratlon o

assault on Iraq

October 1994

With virtually unanimous bipartisan sup-
port, Clinton pours tens of thousands of
troops into the Gulf region, and places an-
other 156,000 on alert. Hundreds of bomb-
ers and other war material are part of the
massive armada sent to the waters off Iraq.
The U.S. military buildup, supposedly in
response to the deployment of 70,000 Iraqi
troops near the border with Kuwait, contin-
ues despite the fact that Baghdad began pull-
ing its troops back within days. U.S. troops

conduct training exercises in the Kuwaiti
desert.

Washington and London both issue “dip-
lomatic notes” October 20 threatening aerial
bombardment if Baghdad sends more troops
south of the 32nd parallel.

November-December 1994

The U.S. Navy boards five ships accused
of disregarding UN sanctions against Iraq.
The Iragi government reports that the U.S.
sailors shot at the crewmen of two of the
ships.

July 1995 .

Washington sends 1,000 additional troops
to Kuwait for training exercises, several
months ahead of schedule, along with 13
ships of war material to equip the 20,000
U.S. soldiers stationed in the Persian Gulf
region. U.S. officials openly speculate on
the possibilities of ousting Iraqi president
Saddam Hussein.

Other war moves by Clinton include:

* The occupation of Somalia in 1993-94.

* Sending troops to Rwanda in July 1994.

¢ The invasion of Haiti in September
1994.

¢ Numerous bombing raids over Bosnia;
20,000 U.S. soldiers sent in December 1995
as part of NATO occupation force. .

* Sending warships to maneuver off the
coast of China as a threat against Beijing in
March 1996.

* Repeated threats, provocations, and eco-
nomic warfare against Cuba and North Ko-
rea, as well as threats and trade sanctions
against the governments of Libya and Iran.

Young Socialists urge youth to join protests

The statement below was released by
the Young Socialists national steering
committee September 3, 1996.

The Young Socialists urge young people
around the world to join us in picket lines
dnd’ demonstrations to protest the brutal
bombing attacks ordered by President Wil-
liam Clinton against the Iraqi people. These
bombings, along with the tightening of the
economic embargo, should be actively op-
posed by all young people fighting against
injustice.

The Clinton administration has justified
these latest attacks as defending the Kurdish
people. But the record shows that the U.S.
capitalist rulers have never been concerned

about the oppression of the Kurds. Even
Defense Secretary William Perry admitted
that “the Kurdish people are not the issue.”
Their real goal in Iraq is to establish a ser-
vile regime that will loyally help Washing-
ton advance the interests of U.S. big busi-
ness to expand their imperialist domination
of oil reserves in the Middle East.
Washington is the real terrorist in the
world having caused the deaths of hundreds
of thousands of people in Iraq, including the
bloody slaughter in 1990-91 of thousands
of Iragis and the continuing effort to deprive
the Iraqi people of food and medicines. The
attacks on Iraq are part of their overall drive
to war. As international tensions mount we
can anticipate continuing threats against

N.Y. youth: ‘Go see Cuba for yourself’

BY BRIAN TAYLOR

NEW YORK — Youth from all over the
country, who recently returned from the
U.S.-Cuba Youth Exchange trip to the Car-
ibbean island, are getting out the truth about
Cuba through leafleting at demonstrations
and cultural gatherings, as well as giving
reportbacks to anyone interested. At the cen-
ter of their efforts is building the broadest
possible U.S. delegation to the 14th World
Festival of Youth and Students, scheduled
to take place in Cuba July 28-August 5,
1997.

In New York, a few of the Youth Ex-
change participants went to the September
2 annual Caribbean Day Festival in Brook-
lyn. The street festival draws hundreds of
thousands of people. Each person from the
Exchange wore a sandwich board reading,
“Go see Cuba for yourself; 1997 World Fes-
tival of Youth and Students.” They handed
out hundreds of leaflets to passers-by with
information about the world event. A dozen

young people signed up for more informa-

tion on how to travel to Cuba next year.

Not everyone had the same response,
however. A woman approached the group
saying, “We can’t go to Cuba. If we do [Cu-
ban president Fidel] Castro will kill us. They
are terrorists over there.”

One of the Exchange representatives re-
sponded by asking her if she was sure she
could trust everything the big-business me-
dia tells her. “When Malcolm X was lead-
ing a struggle for Black rights the media had
nothing but bad things to say about him, and
the same was true for Nelson Mandela be-
fore he became president,” he said. The

woman was dead set in her opinions, but
her friend entered the discussion saying,
“He’s right. You can’t always assume that
what the media says is true.”

Exchange participants also met a group
of Haitian activists called the Haitian Mo-
bilization to Defend Immigrant rights at the
event passing around leaflets condemning
U.S. anti-immigrant policy. One of them
took a leaflet for the world youth festival
and asked who was putting this trip together.
One of the activists answered, “Young
people from all over the country, including
dozens of young people that just got back
from a fact-finding trip to Cuba.”

About halfway through the day, a young
Argentine activist joined the group. She
brought with her leaflets announcing an
event to commemorate Ernesto Che
Guevara, a central leader of the Cuban revo-
lution who was later killed in Bolivia by the
CIA-aided Bolivian army. The activists
handed out both leaflets together.

In addition to meeting scores of youth,
many older people approached the Youth
Exchange participants, asking if they could
go on the 1997 trip to Cuba. So many, in
fact, that the Youth Exchange activists de-
cided on the spot to put out a new flyer for
the youth festival with information on an
international conference of trade unionists
in Cuba set to coincide with the youth event.

Called the International Workers Confer-
ence on Neoliberalism and Globalization,
this gathering will bring together unionists
and other workers from around the world to
exchange ideas and experiences, and get a
chance to see the reality of life for Cuban

workers.

Andrew Blake, a member of the New
York delegation of the Youth Exchange, said
after the full day of leafleting, “If we go to
events like this all the time and publicize
the world youth festival, we will get a quali-
tatively bigger delegation than the one that
went this summer on the Youth Exchange.”

Cuba, Libya and North Korea.

The Young Socialists demand the imme-
diate withdrawal of the 23,000 U.S. troops
stationed in the Middle East to protect the
interests of the billionaire families. Young
people have a special stake in this because
we are the ones who are sent around the
world to fight against our brothers and sis- -
ters. Young people and workers have noth-
ing to gain in this assault. Moreover, the
savage military attack goes hand in hand
with the bipartisan assault on public assis-
tance, social security, and democratic rights
that the Clinton administration is leading.

We should aim to get copies of the issues
of New International magazine on
“Imperialism’s March towards Fascism and
War” and “Opening Guns of World War ITI”
into the hands of every young person inter-
ested in fighting against these imperialist
attacks. YS members should organize
classes on these articles and use every op-
portunity we have to explain what’s behind

. Washington’s moves.

The Young Socialists call on young
people around the world to join us in de-
manding:

Stop the bombing of Iraq now!

U.S. troops out of the Middle East!

End the economic embargo!

Two editors will speak in
Quebec on culture in Cuba

BY CAROLE CARON

MONTREAL — From September 22 to
October 6, people in Quebec will get a
chance to discuss the role of culture in Cuba
today with two distinguished Cuiban guests.
The Carrefour culturel d’amitié Québec-
Cuba, a solidarity group with Cuba in
Montreal, is organizing a conference on the
subject September 27-28. The Carrefour has
invited Norberto Codina, editor of La
Gaceta de Cuba, the magazine of the Na-
tional Union of Writers and Artists in the
Caribbean island; and Juan Padrén, a mem-
ber of the editorial board of Casa de las
Américas, a publishing house based in Ha-
vana, to be the featured speakers at the event.

Claude Morin, a professor at the University -

-of Montreal, will also address the meeting.

The conference is getting a broad hear-
ing. The Quebec government agreed to pay
for the plane tickets for Codina and Padrén.
The Assistant-Teachers Union of the Que=
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bec University in Montreal has offered
rooms for the event. A solidarity group on a
college campus has contributed CAN$200
(US$150) toward expenses. Codina and
Padrén will tour college and university cam-
puses to speak about current developments
in Cuba today and specifically about the role
of culture. So far, meetings are planned at
three universities and one college.

The second week of their trip will be de-
voted to speaking engagements in other cit-
ies in Quebec such as Trois-Rivieres, Que-
bec City, and Chicoutimi that was devas-
tated by heavy floods in August. While the
organization of the tour is only at its begin-
ning, interest is growing. Now that campuses
are ‘open students are beginning to volun-
teer to join the organizing committee.

Carole Caron is a member of the Carrefour

culturel d’ amitié Québec-Cuba, and one of
the organizers of the conference on culture.
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South African textlle workers win strike

BY MARTIN HILL

DURBAN, South Africa — A week-long
strike by 80,000 textile workers ended in
victory for the union August 5, after em-
ployers agreed on a 9 percent wage increase,
retroactive to July 1. Before the strike,
bosses said they could only pay 7 percent,
below the annual rate of inflation of 7.5
percent.

The victory, in the first-ever nationwide
strike action called by the South African
Clothing and Textile Workers Union
(SACTWU), represented an important step
in strengthening the union. Some 80 per-
cent of union members voted for strike ac-
tion in support of a 10 percent wage in-
crease, reduction of the workweek from 42
to 40 hours, and other demands to improve
working conditions, maternity leave, and
pension rights. The union plans to continue
campaigning around the demands not yet
won, especially for a shorter work week.

Dolly Mwandla, a shop steward who
works as a machinist at B. Jonsson’s in
Durban, said she took home R260 (US$58)
per week. Cleaners, who prepare work for
machine operators, get R220. “We need this
increase just to stay in the same place,” she
said. “Food, clothing and transport are all
going up. Many women workers are the
only breadwinners for a family, but we’re
treated as cheap labor.”

Government figures put inflation at 7.5
percent annually. The purchasing power of
wages has been further eroded in recent
months by a fall in the value of the South
African Rand, pushing up the cost of fuel
and other imports.

Mwandla described how the employers
tried to divide workers by offering a R10
bonus if they worked normally. “There are
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August rally of striking garment workers in Durban, South Africa.

65 of us in our factory,” she stated, “but the
company owns a bigger factory next door,
with over 1,000 workers. I asked the man-
ager, why are you giving us R10 but not the
factory next door.” Jonsson’s also threatened
to relocate to Zimbabwe. “They’re trying
to frighten us,” Mwandla said. “But we
know they’ve got big orders, supplying uni-
forms to banks and hospitals. We see the
managers driving around in expensive cars,
how can they say they can’t afford to pay
us?” Workers in both factories joined the
strike.

Another important grievance is opportu-
nities for promotion to better paying posi-

British Columbia: NDP

BY PAUL KOURI
AND NED DEMERSON

VANCOUVER, British Columbia —Fol-
lowing its reelection May 28, the New
Democratic Party government of British
Columbia declared a freeze on building a
series of educational, health, and other fa-
cilities the NDP promised during the elec-
tion campaign.

The NDP is a social democratic party
with formal ties to major unions. The BC
Federation of Labor, representing over
200,000 unionized workers in this Canadian
province, called for a vote for the NDP and
organized the distribution of flyers at plant
gates in support of its candidates.

The NDP won 39 seats compared to 33
for the Liberals in the 75-seat provincial
legislature. The Reform Party, a right-wing
populist party, won two seats. At the disso-
lution of the previous provincial legislature,
the NDP held 50 seats to the Liberals’ 14.

In October 1995, the NDP trailed the Lib-
erals by 30 points in the polls. Its leader
Mike Harcourt resigned. Plagued by scan-
dals, the NDP’s record in office disillusioned
many of the workers and youth who elected
it in 1991 to replace the right-wing Social
Credit government.

Initially after the 1991 election, the NDP
government repealed reactionary anti-abor-
tion legislation and introduced a new labor
code supported by many workers, which

included a ban on the use of replacement
workers during strikes. It wasn’t long how-
ever, before it closed Shaugnessey, a major
hospital in Vancouver, and arrested hundreds
of youth and others protesting its decision
to allow clearcut logging in Clayoquot
Sound, one of the last remaining watersheds
of old growth rainforests.

A year ago, it sent a major police detach-
ment to Gustafson Lake to forcibly remove
a group of armed Natives and their support-
ers who have traditionally practiced a reli-
gious ceremony there — the Sundance (see
article on page 16). And last fall the NDP
government declared that anyone moving
to British Columbia from another province
or country would have to meet a three-
month residency requirement before being
eligible for social assistance.

In the spring, Glen Clark was elected as
the new leader of the NDP. Seeking to bol-
ster the party’s image among working
people, Clark went on the offensive against
the Liberals. He attacked Liberal leader
Gordon Campbell, a former real estate de-
veloper, for being on the side of the banks
and corporations. Campbell had promised
to eliminate the capital gains tax on banks
and corporations and cut government spend-
ing by $6.6 billion.

During the election campaign the NDP
government outlawed the right to strike for
hospital and education workers as the pos-
sibility for strike action by Surrey school
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tions. Many workers are unable to find jobs
that match their educational qualifications.
But when there are clerical vacancies, shop
floor workers are never notified, so Black
and Indian workers are still denied access
to these jobs. “In the new South Africa ev-
erything should be changed,” said Mwandla,
“but the employers don’t want to change.”

Monica Ishmael, another shop steward,
was involved in campaigning to build sup-
port for the strike by picketing large retail-
ers selling the struck firms’ products. “When
we demonstrated outside their stores, they
called the police. Some of the police were
aggressive, but we explained we were act-

board workers and
hospital workers
loomed. At the same
time, Clark an-
nounced short-term
freezes on university
tuition fees, on car
insurance premiums,
and on increasing
the minimum wage.

As the election
date neared it be-
came evident to
many workers that
large corporate inter-
ests were openly
backing the Liberals.
The Vancouver Sun
and the Province,
the main bourgeois
dailies, published
editorials calling for
a vote for the Liber-
als.

“Many strikers,
other workers, and
youth saw their vote
for the NDP as a vote
against the ruler’s at-
tacks,” noted Dan
Grant, Communist
League candidate in
Little Mountain in
Vancouver.

“A Liberal gov-
ernment will pass
anti-worker laws
and get rid of the
anti-scab provisions
in the current labor
code,” said Militant
subscriber and Canadian Auto Workers
striker Jason Malott, explaining his vote.

Suny West, a United Food and Commer-
cial Workers picket captain at Save-on-
Foods in Burnaby, told the Militant she
urged members of her union to vote NDP
against the Liberals. “They [the Liberals]
represent the interests of people like Jim
Pattison, who is trying to bust our union.”
Pattison, a BC billionaire is the owner of
Overwaitea Foods. A major drive for con-
cessions by Safeway and Overwaitea led to
a province-wide lockout and then a strike
by 14,000 UFCW members just days after
the election.

“We used our campaign to explain that
workers need to rely on our own struggles
not voting to advance our interests, which
are incompatible with the approach of the

ing peacefully to let people know of our
plight.”

On July 29 several thousand SACTWU
members attended a strike rally at Curry’s
Fountain football stadium in Durban, one
of the main centers of the clothing industry.
A large banner proclaimed 1996 - Year of
Action for Improved Conditions.” Many
workers assembled at their workplaces and
marched from there to the stadium, waving
banners and sticks. Loud cheers greeted
each contingent as it arrived.

SACTWU leader Elias Banda said the
strikers had to stay firm. “They have not yet
felt your power,” he stated. “We must stay
united so the employers see we really mean
business.”

Paulus Ngcobo, regional general secre-
tary of the Congress of South African Trade
Unions (COSATU) in Kwazulu-Natal com-
plained that some government members had
criticized recent union actions. “They ask,
who is President of this country, Mandela
or [COSATU General Secretary Sam]
Shilowa? But the President of this country
is comrade Nelson Mandela,” he said. “The
question you need to ask is who puts these
people into parliament. In the future you
should consider whether such people are
qualified to be parliament members, since
it seems they are no longer looking at you.”

Meanwhile, wage negotiations are in full
swing in other industries. Deadlock was re-
ported in the metal and engineering indus-
tries. As the textile walkout ended, several
thousand fish packers in Western Cape be-
gan strike action. Labor actions to defend
workers’ living standards have alarmed the
big-business press. The August 6 Durban
Mercury called for “worker education about
the dynamics of the market place.”

undercuts labor’s gams

* Militant/ Lisa Ahlberg
Young activist in Vancouver protests the planned execution of
Filipino worker Sarah Mabalagan, September 1995. NDP gov-
ernment has pressed attacks on immigrants and other workers.

NDP to ‘humanely’ manage the capitalist
system,” explained Grant, who is a produc-
tion worker at Domtar and a member of the
Communications, Energy and Paper Work-
ers Union.

“My union distributed leaflets at the plant
gate urging workers to vote NDP. The fol-
lowing week I along with supporters dis-
tributed my campaign leaflet at the plant
gate. It explained the need to fight for jobs
for all by shortening the work week with
no loss in pay, to defend affirmative action
for women and Natives, to support Quebec’s
struggle for independence, and to defend
immigrant rights. Most workers took the
leaflet and a couple bought copies of the
Militant, including one who supports the
Cuban revolution and wants to get a sub-
scription,” concluded Grant.




Gov’t refuses to stop
vilifying Atlanta man

BY FLOYD FOWLER

ATLANTA — On August 29 U.S. Attor-
ney General Janet Reno was compelled to
respond to a public demand three days ear-
lier from Barbara Jewell that the govern-
ment clear her son of any wrongdoing in
connection with the bombing in Centennial
Olympic Park in Atlanta, Georgia, on July
27. The explosion killed one person and
injured more than one hundred others dur-
ing the summer Olympic games.

President William Clinton, Barbara
Jewell said, “has a moral duty to the citi-
zens of this country. If the FBI does not in-
tend to charge my son, please tell us. Please
tell the world.”

While insisting that “I understand how
she must feel,” Reno would neither divulge
whether the FBI had any evidence at all
against Richard Jewell or if the government
had any intention of charging him with any
crime after four weeks of what the media
has called “intense scrutiny.”

Richard Jewell, a security guard in Cen-
tennial Park, was initially described in me-
dia reports as “a modest man with an
athlete’s precision” whose “alertness” saved
many lives. Jewell helped to evacuate
people after he discovered the bomb in a
knapsack near a light tower in the park, and
was himself knocked to the ground by the
force of the explosion.

20,000 U.S. troops deployed in Atlanta

Twenty thousand U.S. military troops
were deployed in Atlanta during the Olym-
pic games. Groups of soldiers stood at nearly
every downtown intersection and cordoned
off every venue throughout the games. The
Olympic village resembled an armed en-
campment, and the New York Times reported
that there were “three times as many guards
as athletes.” This deployment was part of
the Clinton administration’s campaign to
expand the powers of the police, the courts,
and the state in the name of combating “ter-
rorism.”

Within days of the bombing, the FBI had
secured a search warrant against Jewell and
scores of Dekalb County police and FBI
agents descended on his apartment, fol-

lowed by droves of reporters and photogra-
phers. “Now, my son has no real life,” Bar-
bara Jewell said. “He cannot work. They
have taken all privacy from us. They have
taken all peace. They have rented an apart-
ment which faces my home in order to keep
their cameras trained upon us around the
clock. They watch and photograph every-
thing we do.” News stories have referred to
Jewell and his mother as being “holed up”
in the apartment they share, and reported
that fact as suspicious behavior.

Richard Jewell’s rights to privacy and to
be assumed innocent until proven guilty
have been trampled on. The FBI “investi-
gation” entailed not only a voice check of
the 911 call reporting the bomb and the dis-
mantling and inspection of the bank of
phones where the call originated.

Campaign to vilify Jewell

The cops have subjected Jewell to re-
peated searches of his home and a north
Georgia cabin he used, seizure of his truck
and video collection, five FBI interviews,
the collection of hair samples and finger-
prints, confiscation of dozens of boxes of
personal possessions and even examination
of Barbara Jewell’s Tupperware and under-
garments.

The campaign to vilify Jewell is a patch-
work of allegations and innuendo. A former
employer labeled him as overzealous,” “too
excitable,” and “a little erratic.” FBI inves-
tigators have said he fits their profile of a
lone bomber, and without producing a shred
of evidence they publicly speculated that “he
placed the call”’ to 911. They quote un-
named “acquaintances” as saying he owned
a knapsack “similar” to the one that con-
tained the bomb.

While some people have been caught up
in the effort to convict Jewell without ben-
efit of a trial — or even charges against
him — many workers are withholding judg-
ment.

At Wilen Manufacturing, a plant here
organized by the Union of Needletrades,
Industrial and Textile Employees, one
worker described the Attorney General as
“looking at the Bill of Rights the Reno

BY RON POULSEN

CANBERRA, Australia — More than
20,000 working people converged on Par-
liament House here, in Australia’s capi-
tal, August 19. The action was initiated
by the Australian Council of Trade Unions
to protest attacks on union rights, wors-
ening working conditions, and drastic cut-
backs in social services by the Liberal/
National Party coalition government of
Prime Minister John Howard. The assault
on the social wage includes higher uni-
versity fees and reduced state spending for
education, cuts in Aboriginal services,
tougher requirements for unemployment
insurance, and reduction of childcare al-
lowances.

Canberra: 20,000 march on Parliament

(Left) Aboriginal activist paints Aboriginal flag on
Sydney construction worker's shirt. (Below) Con-
struction, Forestry, Mining & Energy Union mem-
bers listen to Aboriginal speaker at trade union
protest August 19 in Canberra, Australia's capital.
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In many factories, mines, and other
worksites unions voted to strike for 24
hours in solidarity and in some cases sent
busloads of workers to Canberra.

During the rally a few protesters broke
through the front doors of parliament and
occupied the lobby. Dozens of police and
demonstrators were injured in the ensu-
ing scuffle.

The Howard government seized on the
minor damage, claiming it was
“Australia’s worst riot.”

The next day, 1,000 Aboriginal activ-
ists marched on Parliament House again.
Police later arrested demonstrators out-
side the Old Parliament House in another
violent confrontation.

way — the Waco way!” referring to the at-
tack ordered by Clinton and Reno against
the Branch Davidians in Waco, Texas, in
1993. That assault left 86 people dead, in-
cluding many children.

Another Wilen worker, David Wareham,
thought the reason for all the troops during
the Olympics “was as a show of force.” As
for Richard Jewell, Wareham said, the FBI
“made him a suspect, but they also made

him their victim. They did not investigate
before they made him a suspect. They just
attached him to the crime.

“What is happening to Jewell is a symp-
tom of a system that is attacking our demo-
cratic rights,” he said.

Floyd Fowler is a member of Union of
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Em-
ployees at Wilen Manufacturing in Atlanta.

Steelworkers tops push merger, vote for Democrats

BY TIM MAILHOT

PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania — The
main points taken up at the 28th biannual
convention of the United Steel Workers of
America (USWA), held here August 5-8,
were unification of the Steelworkers with
the United Auto Workers (UAW) and the
International Association of Machinists
(IAM) by the year 2000, and continued sup-
port to Democratic party candidates, begin-
ning with William Clinton.

This convention came in the context of a
drive by the steel bosses against labor, as
they seek to shore up declining profits and
beat back their competition, both in the
United States and internationally. The share
of the steel market controlled by the six larg-
est integrated steel makers, which are gen-
erally unionized, has dropped from two-
thirds to one-third in the last 20 years.

The Wall Street Journal reported in July
even that share is shaky for some major steel
makers. While many have upgraded and
rebuilt their operations and are running at
more than 90 percent capacity, profits re-
main slim. Where before the big producers
could maintain high prices through cartel-
like agreements, competition is driving the
prices down. Their only option for boost-
ing profits is to go after further concessions
from the union. A mid-contract wage re-
opener is being negotiated this year at US
Steel and other major producers.

Over the last decade and a half, the
steelmakers have already eliminated many
jobs, increased productivity, and realigned
their investments. The result is that more
and more steel is produced in mini-mills,
which are largely non-union. George
Becker, International President of the Steel-
workers, announced during the convention
that a special project would be initiated to
organize the 250,000 non-union workers in
the U.S. steel industry. There was no dis-
cussion, however, of a plan on how this

would be carried out.

The USWA membership has fallen from
around 1 million in the mid-1970s to
565,000 prior to the union’s merger with the
United Rubber Workers union a year ago.
In his keynote speech to the 2,500 conven-
tion delegates, Becker described how over
the last two years USWA tops have orga-
nized a restructuring of the union into 9 dis-
tricts instead of the previous 18.

Unions carry out mergers

These organizational steps have brought
in 95,000 new members. The general trea-
sury has grown from $7 million two years
ago to $20 million today. The union’s strike
fund has also grown, one of the arguments
given at the time for the URW merger. Yet
one of the first steps by the union officials
after that merger was to agree to an uncon-
ditional return to work by striking rubber
workers at Bridgestone/Firestone.

Merger discussions are currently being
carried out with two other unions — the
Federation of Aluminum Sector Union in
Quebec representing 4,500 workers at
Alcan, and the 40,000-member Aluminum,
Brick, and Glass Workers union (ABGW).
On the final day of the convention, it was
announced that the executive board of the
ABGW would call a convention and rec-
ommend the merger to its members.

In addition to pushing for the unification
of the steelworkers with the UAW and Ma-
chinists unions, Becker stressed working to
re-elect Clinton for president and Democrats
to Congress this fall.

Democratic legislators Rep. Maxine Wa-
ters from California and Sen. Christopher
Dodd from Connecticut spoke at the con-
vention. Clinton also addressed the del-
egates on the final day of the gathering
through a satellite hookup.

The mayor of Pittsburgh, Democrat Tom
Murphy, declined to address the convention.

The delegation from District 10, which cov-
ers the state of Pennsylvania, had threatened
to walk out if he spoke to protest his sup-
port for the passage of a state bill severely
weakening workmen’s compensation ben-
efits.

There was little discussion on how union
power could be brought to bear to support
ongoing strikes at the Detroit News,
McDonnell Douglas, or Bayou Steel, though
many delegates mentioned these and other
labor struggles.

This convention was the second of three
international conventions being held this
year to discuss the IAM/UAW/USWA
merger. The first was an April meeting of
the United Auto Workers’ Special Collec-
tive Bargaining Convention, and the third
will be the IAM’s constitutional convention,
scheduled to begin in Chicago on Septem-
ber 24. The USWA delegates adopted a reso-
lution supporting the unification process.

Solidarity with Bridgestone workers

The convention was attended by repre-
sentatives of unions from other countries
that organize steelworkers.

Some of these have been part of the in-
ternational “corporate campaign” the Steel-
workers union is organizing against
Bridgestone/Firestone. Rubber workers at
the tire maker’s plants in the U.S. were
forced out on strike two years ago and scabs
were eventually brought in to replace them.
Last year the union agreed to return to work,
but has yet to get a new contract from
Bridgestone.

Solidarity actions have been organized as
part of this at Bridgestone’s operations in
South America and Europe. The represen-
tative from Japan, where Bridgestone/
Firestone has its headquarters, made a short
address to the convention, pledging to con-
tinue efforts to pressure the tire maker. He
presented a check for $10,000 for the
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union’s Bridgestone/Firestone solidarity
fund. Following the convention 18 Japa-
nese unionists traveled to Des Moines, Jowa,
where they joined about 25 local
Bridgestone/Firestone workers to picket two
of the company’s outlets.

A delegation of striking newspaper work-
ers from Detroit also attended the conven-
tion. Kate DeSmet, who had been the reli-
gion writer for the Detroit News, spoke for
the delegation. She said the year-long strike
had changed her life “because I’ve been
tear-gassed and pepper sprayed and nearly
run over by company trucks....I realized
then that these companies, Gannett and
Knight Ridder, were willing to kill us to put
out a 35-cent scab newspaper.”

DeSmet closed by raising the need for a
national labor march in Detroit. More than
$5,500 was collected from delegates for the
strike fund, which the international
matched. After the session the strikers set
up a table outside the convention area to
sell T-shirts and their strike newspaper.

Convention delegates voted on a range
of proposed changes to the union constitu-
tion and resolutions. A debate was sparked
by a proposal for amalgamating smaller lo-
cals into larger units. The steelworkers union
has been amalgamating locals since 1988.
Some locals opposed how this was forced
on them, with little input from affected
members and no vote in the affected locals.

Five hundred people attended a “Women -
of Steel” meeting after the convention ses-
sion the second day of the gathering. The
meeting, which some staffers for the IAM
and UAW participated in as well as USWA
delegates, included an open microphone to
discuss issues facing women in the union.
The convention voted to set up a women’s
department of the USWA.

Tim Mailhot is a member of USWA Local
8285 in Birmingham, Alabama.
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Garza in Ireland

Continued from Page 4

the city council has been a battle at each step,
since Sinn Fein first won seats in 1983. Their
offices at city hall have been bombed, union-
ist councilors attempted to keep them off
committees, insults and derogatory com-
ments were commonplace at meetings, and
meetings are deliberately shifted at the last
minute by unionists to try to exclude the
republican representatives. The Sinn Fein
members had to take the council to court to
secure many of their rights, including to
participate fully in all council committees.

In one indication of the colonial status of
the six counties of Northern Ireland, the
Belfast city council has no power over hous-
ing, welfare allocations, or education, but it
can determine allocations for community
leisure centers. While funding for a women’s
center in the Protestant area of Shankill was
approved recently, the council tried to deny
funds for a similar center in the Catholic area
of Falls Road. The Sinn Fein councilors have
used their offices to encourage community
residents to mobilize for meetings and make
their presence felt at City Hall, something
unseen before. Marie Moore, another Sinn
Fein councilor, told the visiting socialists
that the greater number of women partici-
pating was also an upsetting prospect for the
unionist-dominated council.

The councilors asked the vice presiden-
tial candidate several questions about U.S.
politics, such as what does the welfare bill
recently signed by William Clinton mean,
why did the U.S. government deport Irish
political prisoner Jimmy Smyth, and where
does the fight for independence in Puerto
Rico stand today.

Smyth’s recent deportation by the U.S.
government is not exceptional, Garza said.
“Through recent ‘anti-terrorist’ legislation,
Washington has chipped at democratic
rights, especially for those who are not citi-
zens. The government now has the right to
deport immigrants it claims are supporters
of terrorist groups. Without a jury trial, the
courts can have activists deported, using
‘confidential’ evidence. The U.S. govern-
ment still holds Puerto Rico as a colony, just
like London occupies northern Ireland,” said
Garza, who recently returned from a trip to
Puerto Rico where she participated in pro-
independence demonstrations.

Visit to prisoners in Long Kesh

Prison is a normal part of life for families
throughout the north, Garza learned. Many
Catholics have family members or close
friends who are serving prison time in Long
Kesh. Under the Prevention of Terrorism Act
and other undemocratic laws, thousands of
fighters, predominantly young, have been
framed up and convicted in a court system
with no jury. Refusal to cooperate with po-
lice interrogations and demanding to see a
lawyer are assumed to be evidence of guilt.

On August 30, Garza visited Brendan
Donaghy and Peter Lynch in Long Kesh,
where hundreds of Irish political activists
are incarcerated. She was struck by the con-
ditions of prison life compared to U.S. pris-
ons. In 1980 and 1981, republican inmates
staged hunger strikes to protest appalling
prison conditions, Donaghy explained.

The demands of the hunger strike, includ-
ing the right to wear their own clothing,
exemption from penal labor, and free asso-
ciation and organization were all won. All
the prisoners now wear civilian clothing and
are free to move throughout the H-block
until 10 p.m. After that, prisoners can travel
within their wing of the H-block and are not
locked into their cells. Although many gains
have been won in Long Kesh, prison condi-
tions for Irish nationalists in England remain
very harsh, noted Lynch.

Republican prisoners organize classes and
have access to several political newspapers
and books. Both Lynch and Donaghy asked
several questions about Cuba, the struggie
of Palestinians for self-determination, and
the democratic revolution in South Africa.

During her tour, Garza also visited young
members of Sinn Fein. They told her about
efforts to build a youth group of Sinn Fein
— Glor na nOg (Voice of Youth) — to draw
more young fighters into the republican
movement.

In Bellaghy, a village of about 700, Garza
and other visiting socialists were asked by
residents to serve as peace observers to aid
the community in enforcing an agreement
that limited how far the rightist Royal Black
Preceptory could march into the Catholic
neighborhood. Garza also marched in
Strabane at a commemoration to the mar-
tyrs of the Irish independence struggle.
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U.S. Hands Off Iraq!

Stop the Bombing Now!

CALiFORNIA

Fri, Sept. 13, 7:30 p.m. 2546 W. Pico Blvd.

 Donation: $4 Trarzslatxon into Spanish. Tel:

PENNSYLVANIA

PITTSBURGH
Fri., Sept. 6, 7:30 p.m. 1103 E. Carson St. Do-
nation $4: Tel: (412) 381-9785.

., UTAH

. SALT LAKE CITY

‘ MASSA‘CHUSEWS Fri, Sept. 13, 7:30 p.m. 209 East Broadway

BOSTON (300 South) Donation: $4. Tel: (801) 355-
Fri,, Sept. 6, 8:00 p.m. 780 Tremnt St Bos- 1124,

ton (c:vmer of Mass Ave ) Donation: $4. Tel:

{617} 2476772,

MINNESOTA

ST.PAUL ,
Fri., Sept. 13, 7:30 p.m. 2490 Umversxty Ave.
Donation: 34 Tel {612 ) 644—6325

WASHINGTON

SEATTLE
Fri., Sept. 6, :30 p.m. 1405 E. Madison. Do-
nation $4. Tel: (206) 323-1755.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Fri., Sept. 13, 7:30 p.m. 1930 18th 5t. NW (en-
trance on Florida). Donation $4. Tel: (202)

b»NEW JERSEY = 387-2185
NEWARK WEST VIRGINIA
Sat., Sept. 7, 7:30 p.m. meri Towers, C’om- MORGANTOWN

munity Rooni, 1 Court Street (corner of Broad

Fri, Sept. 6, 7:30 p.m. 242 Walnut Street. Do-

nation: $4. Tel: (304) 296-0055

St.) Donation: $4. Tel: (201) 643-3341.

NEW YORK

BROOKLYN

CANADA
TORONTO

Fri., Sept. 6, 7:30 p.m. 59FourthAvenue (Near

N

Fri., Sept. 7, 7:30 pm Bloor St. West. (be-

Atlantic/Pacific subway stops) Translation into
Spanish. Donation: 34 Tel: (718) 3997257,

tween Ogssington and Christie) Donation: $4.
Tel: (416) 5334324,

MASSACHUSETTS

BOSTON

Defend Desegregated Schools in Boston. Panel
discussion. Fri., Sept. 13, 8:00 p.m. 780 Tremont
St., Boston (corner of Mass Ave.) Donation: $4.
Tel: (617) 247-6772.

NEW JERSEY
NEWARK

The Struggle for Puerto Rican Independence.
Speakers: Ruth Nebbia, Socialist Workers Party;
others. Fri., Sept. 13, 7:30 p.m. 87A Halsey St.
(corner of Linden) Donation: $4. Tel: (201 ) 643-
3341.

NORTH CAROLINA

GREENSBORO

Maicolm X: The Man, His Ideas, And Their
Relevance For Today. Video showing: “El Hajj
Malik El Shabazz.” Fri., Sept. 13, 7:30 p.m.
2000-C South Elm-Eugene St. Donation: $4. Tel :
(910) 272-5996.

PENNSYLVANIA

PITTSBURGH

Pathfinder Fund Meeting. Speaker: Olga
Rodriquez, editor of Politics of Chicano Libera-
tion. Fri., Sept. 13, Reception 6:30 / Dinner 7:30
p.m. 1103 E. Carson St., Southside. Donation:
$4. Tel: (412) 381-9785

CANADA

VANCOUVER

Defend a Woman’s Right to Control Her
Own Body. The Manitoba Case of Forced
Confinement of Native Indian Woman.
Speaker: Bonita Murdock, socialist and women’s
rights activist. Fri., Sept. 13, 7:30 p.m.3967 Main
St. (between 23rd and 24th) Donation: $4. Tel:
(604) 872-8343.

France: 15,000 rally for immigrants

Continued from front page
and the police were getting a little embar-
rassed. So they took me back.” The next
morning Camara walked out of the court-
room in Bobigny a free man.

The police now say they will have Camara
tried for another “crime” — refusing to get
on the plane. They say he could be impris-
oned for three years.

Demonstrations similar to the one in Paris
took place in cities around France at the end
of August. Prominent in the Paris actions
were the large banners by the CGT and
CFDT union confederations.

Behind the union banner of a contingent

—IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP

Where to find Pathfinder books and dis-
tributors of the Militant, Perspectiva
Mundial, New International, Nouvelle
Internationale, Nueva Internacional and Ny
International.

UNITED STATES

ALABAMA: Birmingham: 111 21st St.
South. Mailing address: Suite 252, 267 West
Valley Avenue Zip 35209. Tel: (205) 323-
3079. Compuserve: 103402,1231

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 2546 W.
Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-9460,
380-9640. Compuserve: 74642,326 San Fran-
cisco: 3284 23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (415)
282-6255,285-5323. Compuserve: 75604,556

CONNECTICUT: New Haven: Mailing
address: P.O. Box 16751, Baybrook Station,
West Haven. Zip: 06516.

FLORIDA: Miami: 137 N.E. 54th St. Zip:
33137. Tel: (305) 756-1020. Compuserve:
103171,1674

GEORGIA: Atlanta: 803 Peachtree NE.
Zip: 30308. Tel: (404) 724-9759. Compuserve:
104226,1245

ILLINOIS: Chicago: 1223 N. Milwaukee
Ave. Zip: 60622. Tel: (312) 342-1780.
Compuserve: 104077,511 Peoria: 915 N.
Western. Zip: 61650-0302. Mailing address:
P.O. Box 302. Tel: (309) 676-2472.
Compuserve: 104612,147

IOWA: Des Moines: 2724 Douglas Ave.
Zip: 50310. Tel: (515) 277-4600. Compuserve:
104107,1412

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: 780 Tre-
mont St. Zip: 02118. Tel: (617) 247-6772.
Compuserve: 103426,3430

MICHIGAN: Detroit: 7414 Woodward
Ave. Zip: 48202. Compuserve: 104127,3505
Tel: (313) 875-0100.

MINNESOTA: Twin Cities: 2490 Univer-
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of civil servants from the Labor Ministry,
Olivier Chazy said that this was his third
march that week. “The other two demon-
strations were about the same size as this
one,” he said. He agreed with the remarks
of many other protesters that this fall would
be “hot” for the government of prime min-
ister Alain Juppé.

Two days later, workers at Air France
demonstrated at Charles de Gaulle airport
protesting the use of an Air France chartered
plane in the deportations.

In addition to the undocumented work-
€rs movement, unions are now meeting to
plan a series of actions this fall around lay-

sity Ave. W., St. Paul. Zip: 55114. Tel: (612)
644-6325. Compuserve: 103014,3261

NEW JERSEY: Newark: 87A Halsey.
Mailing address: 1188 Raymond Blvd., Suite
222. Zip: 07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341.
Compuserve: 104216,2703

NEW YORK: Albany: P. O. Box 2357,
E.S.P. Zip: 12220. Tel: (518) 465-0585.
Brooklyn: 59 4th Avenue (corner of Bergen)
Zip: 11217. Tel: (718) 399-7257. Compuserve:
102064,2642. New York: 214-16 Avenue A.
Mailing address: P.O. Box 2652. Zip: 10009.
Tel: (212) 328-1501. Compuserve: 104075,35
; 167 Charles St. Zip: 10014, Tel: (212) 366-
1973.

NORTH CAROLINA: Greensboro:
2000-C S. Elm-Eugene St. Zip 27406. Tel:
(910) 272-5996. Compuserve: 103475,672.

OHIO: Cincinnati: P.O. Box 19484, Zip:
45219. Tel: (513) 662-1931. Cleveland: 1832
Euclid. Zip: 44115. Tel: (216) 861-6150.
Compuserve: 103253,1111

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: 1906
South St. Zip: 19146. Tel: (215) 546-8218.
Compuserve: 104502,1757 Pittsburgh: 1103
E. Carson St. Zip 15203. Tel: (412) 381-9785.
Compuserve: 103122,720

TEXAS: Houston: 3260 South Loop West.
Zip: 77025. Tel: (713) 349-0090. Compuserve:
102527,2271

UTAH: Salt Lake City: 209 E. 300 S. Zip:
84111. Tel: (801) 355-1124. Compuserve:
76714,1545

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 1930 18th St. N.W.
Suite #3 (Entrance on Florida Av.). Zip: 20009.
Tel: (202) 387-2185. Compuserve:
75407,3345.

WASHINGTON: Seattle: 1405 E. Madi-
son. Zip: 98122. Tel: (206) 323-1755.
Compuserve: 74461,2544.

WEST VIRGINIA: Morgantown: 242
Walnut. Mailing address: P.O. Box 203. Zip:
26507. Tel: (304) 296-0055. Compuserve:

offs, wage freezes, plant closures, and other
questions. Teachers, civil servants, workers
in defense plants, bank employees, garment
and textile workers, and workers in gas and
electric plants are among those concerned.
Farmers, particularly cattle raisers, have also
been demonstrating for compensation from
the collapse of beef prices in the wake of
the “mad cow” disease controversy.

A group of African workers in the Au-
gust 28 demonstration saw the opportuni-
ties that have opened since the strike wave
last December. Their banner said “Never
Again Alone.” They also carried a second
banner that read, simply, “Resistance.”

70543,1637

AUSTRALIA

Sydney: 19 Terry St., Surry Hills 2010.
Mailing address: P.O. Box K879, Haymarket,
NSW 2000. Tel: 02-281-3297. Compuserve:
102174,1243

BRITAIN

London: 47 The Cut. Postal code: SE1 SLL.
Tel: 0171-928-7993. Compuserve:
101515,2702

Manchester: Unit 4, 60 Shudehill. Postal
code: M4 4AA. Tel: 0161-839-1766.

CANADA

Montreal: 4581 Saint-Denis. Postal code:
H2J 2LA4. Tel: (514) 284-7369. Compuserve:
104614,2606

Toronto: 827 Bloor St. West. Postal code:
M6G IML1. Tel: (416) 533-4324. Compuserve:
103474,13

Vancouver: 3967 Main St. Postal code:
V5V 3P3. Tel: (604) 872-8343. Compuserve:
103430,1552

FRANCE

Paris: MBE 201, 208 rue de 1a Convention.
Postal code: 75015. Tel: (1) 47-26-58-21.
Compuserve: 73504,442

ICELAND

Reykjavik: Klapparstig 26. Mailing ad-
dress: P. Box 233, 121 Reykjavik. Tel: 552
5502. INTERNET:gphssg@treknet.is

NEW ZEALAND

Auckland: La Gonda Arcade, 203
Karangahape Road. Postal address: P.O. Box
3025. Tel: (9) 379-3075. Compuserve:
100035,3205

Christchurch: 199 High St. Postal address:
P.O. Box 22-530. Tel: (3) 365-6055.
Compuserve: 100250,1511

SWEDEN

Stockholm: Vikingagatan 10 (T-bana St
Eriksplan). Postal code: S-113 42. Tel: (08)
31 69 33. Compuserve: 100416,2362
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Who did it? — “NEW YORK
— A 9-foot piece of a wing from
TWA Boeing 727 was found on a
street Friday {August 16] a day and
a half after a sizzling hot engine

R Harry
’.Ring

from another jetliner fell on another
Queens neighborhood. No injuries
were reported.” — AP

‘Progressive’ Israel—That Is-

raeli secret police agent who, in a
recent interview, described how in
1984 he had murdered two Pales-
tinian prisoners by smashing their
heads with a rock, was given a “se-
rious reprimand” — for speaking to
a reporter without permission.

No synonym for racism? —
Microsoft sold some 200,000 Word
for Windows 6.0 programs in
Mexico, and threw in a Spanish the-
saurus. As alternatives to “Indian”
the thesaurus offers “savage” and
“man-eater.” Synonyms for “West-
ern” include: “Aryan,” “white,” and
“civilized.” For “Lesbian” —
“Pervert...depraved.” After media
exposure, Microsoft made a public

apology and said a new version was
in the hopper.

Can’t make it on your hands
and knees? — Toronto’s public
transit system is slashing Wheel-
Trans, a service for the disabled. A
panel is interviewing each disabled
rider. Of 6,000 checked so far, about
half have been disqualified. Those
deemed sufficiently crippled can
continue in the program, for a $25
registration fee.

Bunch of terrorists — With
their charter flight to Paris eight
hours late, frustrated passengers at
Miami airport were demanding an
explanation. Cops arrived, as the

Miami Herald put it, to “calm the
passengers.” Shoving and threaten-
ing people, they sparked a fracas.
Three passengers were arrested, in-
cluding a grandmother, 5’2" tall.
She was charged with putting a
chokehold on a beefy cop.

Having a cow — A check of
ground lamb at four London super-
markets and two independent
butcher shops found that six of 10
packets tested contained up to 10
percent beef. Since the “mad cow”
disease revelations, demand for
beef has dropped.

Accurate as their reporting —
An August 11 New York Times

Magazine item on Cuba included a
photo with the caption, “Wax He-
roes: Sculptures of José Marti and
Che Guevara.” Except it’s not Mart{
(who died in 1895 fighting Spanish
rule). It’s Camilo Cienfuegos, a cen-
tral leader of the Cuban revolution.
Sort of like not knowing Abe Lin-
coln from George Washington.

Embarrassment of riches—
Coincident with the Militant’s sum-
mer schedule, clippings from read-
ers came in at a record rate, creat-
ing a humongous backlog. So please
be patient. We’ll try to use every
itern we can. (Sadly, a flock of good
post-Olympic clips may be rel-
egated to the “history” file.)

Fight of unemployed helped win social security

It took big working-class struggles to
win the social gains that were codified in
the Social Security Act of 1935, and ex-
panded in the 1950s and ’60s as a result
of the civil rights movement. The Com-
munist League of America, 1932-34 by
James P. Cannon is one of several books
from Pathfinder Press that describe how
socialist workers participated in these
battles and put forward a program of
uniting working people, employed and
unemployed, in the fight for jobs and so-
cial security. Below are excerpts of a
March 6, 1933, speech by Communist
League leader Cannon to a conference on
the fight for unemployment insurance
and relief in New York City. The excerpts
are from The Communist League of
America, 1932-34, copyright © 1985 by
the Anchor Foundation, reprinted by per-
mission. Subheadings are by the Militant.

BY JAMES P. CANNON

Comrades and fellow-workers:

We meet here in the fourth year of the
crisis which has brought the most appalling
misery and privation to the masses and which
is profoundly affecting the entire working
class. The terrible and unprecedented con-

BOOK OF
THE WEEK

ditions are undermining the workers’ accus-
tomed standards of life. They are destroy-
ing all their security of existence, such as it
was, and are putting before them, in ever
more categorical terms, the necessity of
seeking a way out by new methods and
means. In such a situation this conference
of 346 delegates from 248 workers’ organi-
zations can serve as a starting point in a sig-
nificant movement of working-class resis-
tance, or it can remain a mere episode soon
passed over and forgotten....

The movement which is on its feet and
attempting to struggle against conditions of
the crisis remains, in the fourth year of the
crisis, primarily and almost exclusively a
movement of the class-conscious vanguard.
The composition of this conference, called
together after the most extensive prepara-
tion and agitation, is the most eloquent tes-
timony to this fact. In this there is nothing
fatal if we recognize the fact; if we do not
deceive ourselves with illusions about a
united front movement which does not as
yet exist in reality....

The crisis is preparing the ground for a

:rm Communist Loaguei
. In America

Wﬂng: and Speem:,
f 932-34
~ By James P Cannon

. The communist movement's tum towafd

| new openings in the uniops as the
industrial working class begins to recover
from e initial blows of the Grea{ v_
Depression. $22.95 _

Available from boolstores, incllding those iisted on
page |12 or wiite Pathfinder 410 West St New York,
INV 10014 Tel 21217410690 Fax [212) 727-0150.
When ordering by mall, please indude 33 to
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great resurgence of the American working
class. The cynical indifference of the capi-
talist rulers to the plight of the hungry
masses, the paltry relief doled out as char-
ity, the savage wage cuts and other aggres-
sions on the one hand, and the bankruptcy
of all the capitalist panaceas for overcom-
ing the crisis on the other — all this is pro-
ducing in the depths of the working and un-
employed masses the most profound resent-
ment and dissatisfaction. The necessary con-
ditions for the transformation of the psychol-
ogy of the working class, for its political
awakening and its emergence as a class on
the road of the class struggle, are maturing
rapidly; to a certain extent they have already
matured.

The furious resentment of the workers is
accumulating to the breaking point, prepar-
ing the way for a great explosion of work-
ing-class protest. Of decisive importance to
facilitate this are the program, the tactics,
and the perspective. The present conference
has to be conceived not as the culmination
but rather as a point of departure in the
struggle to get a real class movement of the
working and unemployed masses on foot.

The hesitation of the masses to express
their profound resentment at the terrible con-
ditions imposed upon them in the crisis in
aggressive struggles on a broad scale, which
up to now has been one of the most outstand-
ing characteristics of the situation, has cer-
tain causes. The mass unemploymen! over-
whelmed the employed workers with a sense
of insecurity and helplessness, and served
as a deterrent to actions on their part. In ad-
dition to that, the absence of any organized
movement of the unemployed on a suffi-
ciently large scale, and the disunity in such
movements as have existed, have operated
to paralyze the development of a real class
movement. All this does not preclude the
possibility of a change in the attitude of the
workers, and that in comparatively short
time.

Program to unite workers

The program for the translation of the
mass discontent and resentment of the em-
ployed and unemployed workers into class
actions on a broad scale and for the fusion
of their interests and their actions in a com-
mon struggle, centers around the following
main demands:

1. Immediate relief.

2. Unemployment insurance, to be paid
for by the employers and the government.

3. The six-hour day and the five-day week
without reduction in pay.

4. Long-term, large-scale credits to the
Soviet Union, as a means of unemployment
relief for the American workers and the ce-
menting of fraternal bonds between the
American and Russian workers. This implies
the demand for the recognition of the So-
viet government and the establishment of
trade relations with it.

The tactic by means of which the scat-
tered, separate movements can be welded
into one, and the still inactive masses can
be drawn into the struggle, is the tactic of
the united front. The united front tactic aims
to bring about common action of various
workers’ organizations, trade unions, and
parties. It proposes their joint action in a
common movement for immediate aims. It
is addressed to the official organizations as
well as to the rank-and-file members, and
puts the leaders to the concrete test of
struggle.

Without this tactic, the reformist leaders
who disrupt and sabotage the movement es-
cape unpunished, they continue to deceive

In 1937 some 3000 workers marched in Washington, D.C. carrying banners demand-
ing expansion of the WPA program, including union scale wages, 30-hour work week
and a call for a formation of the employed and unemployed to fight for these demands.

large masses of workers with empty phrases
and to thwart their desire for united struggle.
On the other side, without the tactic of the
united front, the actions organized under the
leadership of the revolutionary workers re-
main isolated vanguard actions; they do not
succeed in reaching the less awakened work-
ers and drawing them into the fight; and, con-
sequently, they fail to exert the necessary
class pressure on the capitalists and their
government....

The actions of the impoverished and hun-
ger-driven masses, which can follow with
accelerated speed and accumulating force
from the program and tactic laid down
above, must now primarily take the form of
demonstrations which really unite wide
masses in struggle. The appearance at the
state legislature must not be conceived as
an end in itself, but as a means of populariz-
ing and stimulating these mass demonstra-
tions.

—25 AND 50 YEARS AGO
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MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota—Employ-
ers in this state must now grant working
women the right to a maternity leave of up
to six months, whether the employee is mar-
ried or unmarried. The new sex-discrimina-
tion guidelines adopted by the Minnesota
Department of Human Rights also provide
that women cannot be forced to leave their
jobs at any specific time during their preg-
nancy, and that they cannot be deprived of
their seniority rights during the leave. The
woman must be reinstated in her original job,
or one of the same status and pay, after the
leave. The guidelines specify that pregnancy
cannot be used as grounds for not hiring a
job applicant for a vacant position.

Women should be paid during their ma-
ternity leaves, and a parental leave should
be equally available to the father.

September 16, 1996

Such demonstrations, in the next stage of
the movement — to the extent that they re-
ally involve broad masses and bring a class
force to bear — can put upon the capitalist
rulers a pressure which they have not felt up
till now. These demonstrations can force
concessions from the capitalists and com-
pel them to pause before further onslaughts
on the workers out of fear of giving a fur-
ther stimulus to the movement. Moreover,
such united demonstrations, increasing in
size and militancy and gaining visible re-
sults in the concrete cases (as, for example,
in Chicago), will enormously strengthen the
morale of the masses, increase their self-
confidence, and lead, in turn, to broader,
bolder, and stormier demonstrations.

On this road, the hesitating mood of the
masses and their more or less passive dis-
content can be rapidly transformed into the
impulse for active resistance all along the
line.
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BRUSSELS, Belgium — Two days ago
15,000 dockworkers in the ports of Ghent
and Antwep quit work. The strike is solid
and is led by an Action Committee opposed
to the policies of the reformist union leader-
ship. At a meeting of 6,000 members in
Antwerp, local union leaders denounced the
foul role played by the reformist leaders.

The strike was caused by an agreement
between the official union leaders and the
employers. Under this agreement the work-
ers would be given a plan of social security
only if in return they give up some of their
hard won gains, including holidays with pay,
etc.

This strike can be understood only in re-
lation to the growing offensive of the Bel-
gian workers as a whole. Starting with spo-
radic strikes in the Brussels region, the wave
of struggle rose with a strike of the metal
workers in the regions of Louviere and of
Liege, a postal workers’ strike, and a na-
tional strike of the tramwaymen.
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Sell, read ‘New International’

The U .S.-organized carnage against the Iraqi people is among
the most monstrous in the history of modern warfare. “Is” not
“was.” Death and dislocation continue today, as does the impe-
rialists’ culpability for them. — “Opening Guns of World War
II1,” by Jack Barnes, in New International no. 7.

Washington’s recent bombing of Iraq and the rulers’ contin-
ued assaults on working people here and around the world make
New Internationalno. 7, with “Opening Guns of World War IIT —

Washington’s Assault on Iraq,” more timely than ever.

The devastation of Iraq did not lead to the dawn of a new
world order. The Gulf War held a mirror to the declining capital-
ist world order and accelerated its contradictions. It signaled the
sharpening of interimperialist conflicts, as well as openings that
will arise for working people to fight to take state power and
move toward socialism in the years ahead. Other articles in that
issue of the Marxist magazine tell the hidden history of the GI
revolt at the end of World War II— when U.S. troops refused to
allow themselves to be used to crush spreading anticolonial
struggles— as well as discussing the roots of the militarization
drive Washington set in motion at the end of the 1970s.

New International no. 7 is the best weapon working people
have to explain the politics of imperialists’ aggression around
the world. It is a tool needed by the young people and workers
who are resisting assaults by the same class that is carrying out
the bombings in Iraq.

The articles in New International no. 10 — “Imperialism’s
March toward Fascism and War,” “What the 1987 Stock Market
Crash Foretold,” and “Defending Cuba, Defending Cuba’s So-
cialist Revolution” — and the book The Changing Face of U.S.
Politics: Working-Class Politics and the Trade Unions are also
essential for understanding the world today and what the work-
ing class must do to change it. Another Pathfinder book, U.S.
Hands Off the Mideast! contains the speeches by Cuban leaders
as they denounced Washington’s 1990-91 assault on Iraq before
the United Nations.

Now is the time to step up selling these books at plant gates,
at strikes, on the job, at campuses, at picket lines and demonstra-
tions protesting the war, and everywhere that people are looking
for answers to Washington'’s attacks. We urge our readers to sell,
read, and study these revolutionary books with other fighters to
help prepare for the larger battles ahead.

U.S. hands off Iraq now!

Continued from front page
derous actions.

Distributing books and newspapers that tell the truth about
the history of U.S. aggression in the Mideast, including the 1990-
91 U.S.-led war against the Iraqi people, is especially important
now. Discussions on Washington’s war drive and how to respond
are needed among working people on the job, unionists resisting
employer assaults, fighters defending immigrant rights, and all
who are protesting the bipartisan assault against working people.

Clinton sent U.S. ships and B-52 bombers against Iraq, firing
44 cruise missiles into the country, and has authorized further
bombings in the days ahead. As before, their claims of pinpoint
accuracy against military targets are false to the core. Clinton,
the most dangerous war president in many years, cynically justi-
fies bombing Iraq as part of defending the Kurdish people. But it
is Washington and their imperialist allies that have long insured
the division of the Kurdish people, setting back their struggle
for national self-determination. .

This cynical exploitation of Baghdad’s repression of the Kurds
is not new. At the end of the Gulf War, U.S. and Western Euro-
pean imperialist rulers organized to drive back into Iraq hun-
dreds of thousands of Kurds who had fled into neighboring Iran
and Turkey from Saddam Hussein’s attacks. They turned emer-
gency relief for them over to the United Nations with a piddling
budget. Not one of these imperialist governments ever offered
to open their borders to these or other refugees from Baghdad’s
attacks and provide them with jobs and housing.

The U.S. government’s moves to extend the “no-fly” zone to
the outskirts of Baghdad today, and prohibit planned oil ship-
ments, flagrantly violate Iraq’s sovereignty. These measures are
calculated to set up a provocation for further U.S. military ac-
tion. The U.S. rulers continue to pursue their goal of establish-
ing a protectorate in Iraq, a government subservient to Washing-
ton and capable of advancing its interests, first and foremost, to
expand their domination of oil reserves in the region. And, above
all, Clinton launched the bobming to boost his reelection effort.

In the space of two weeks Clinton has demonstratively shown
how he will continue to lead the bipartisan assault on working
people at home and abroad. Prior to the Democratic Party con-
vention, he signed legislation backed by both Democrats and
Republicans that ended aspects of the social gains won in struggle
by working people and codified in the Social Security Act, such

as Aid to Families with Dependent Children and Supplemental
Security Income. His speech to the convention outlined the pos-
ture of world cop that foretold today’s bombing. Clinton also
singled out revolutionary Cuba as a target in his acceptance
speech, a warning that needs to be taken seriously by all who
oppose Washington’s unceasing “cold war” against Cuba.

The Clinton administration has continually sent U.S. forces
against workers and farmers abroad. Within the past year alone,
Clinton’s war moves include Yugoslavia, Liberia, the Korean
Peninsula, the Taiwan Straits, Haiti, and Cuba. As tensions rise
in Russia, the Mideast, and other parts of the world, the danger
that the Clinton administration will again respond with military
force becomes greater.

Washington’s assaults on Iraq include the devastating slaugh-
ter in 1990-91, a war that ended with the gunning down of tens
of thousands of fleeing Iraqis on the road to Basra. It includes
the economic embargo that has condemned hundreds of thou-
sands of Iraqis to malnutrition, disease, and death. It includes
several rounds of bombings of the country under the Bush and
Clinton administrations.

Each assault by Washington is a blow against working people
and farmers in Iraq and the entire Mideast. They are part and
parcel of Washington’s threats and economic war against Iran
and Libya. The bombing is also a warning to working people—
such as those in Palestine and Jordan—who organize to protest
against increasingly harsh conditions of capitalist austerity to-
day and fight for self-determination.

The Mideast is a crucial region for the economic, military,
and political interests of the billionaire U.S. ruling families who
run the United States. It is a region in increasing turmoil because
of the devastating impact of the deepening world economic cri-
sis on the oppressed and exploited working people in the semi-
colonial world. Washington will more and more resort to direct
use of its massive military arsenal in an attempt to keep “order”
and a semblance of imperial stability.

Working people around the world need to organize solidarity
with the struggle of toilers in the Mideast, and oppose U.S. mili-
tary aggression in the region by demanding an immediate end to
the bombing and the brutal embargo. Our campaign demands
the complete withdrawal of all U.S. military forces from the
Mideast and the Persian Gulf; and the ending of all economic
sanctions against Iraq, Iran, and Libya.

Protests say stop the bombing

Continued from front page

Restaurant Employees union spoke. Elizabeth Kealy from the
Socialist Workers campaign condemned “the vicious attack on
the Iraqi people’s sovereignty.” Representatives from the Inter-
national Action Center, Workers World Party, and Spartacus
Youth League also made statements.

0,
0.0

BY VED DOOKHUN

SAN FRANCISCO — On September 3, some 120 protesters
gathered at the corner of Powell and Market streets in down-
town San Francisco during rush hour, demanding an end to the
bombings of Iraq. Among the demonstrators were many youth
and workers from Iraq who displayed an Iraqi flag, and joined in
the chants demanding “No new war against Iraq, stop the bomb-
ing now.”

In his address to the rally Mohger, a young Iraqi, spoke of the
unbearable conditions people face in Iraq as a result of the U.S.-
led war in 1991, which he said has left 5.6 million Iraqi refu-
gees. Expressing the sentiment of the protesters, he called on all
present to object to the unilateral actions in Iraq by the U.S.
forces. In a later interview, Mohger said that the “United States
of America has to withdraw from the region and let the people
there take care of their own problems.”

The demonstration was called by the International Action Cen-
ter and received coverage from local TV stations.
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BY ANDY BUCHANAN

BOSTON — Thirty people protested outside the Federal
Building here September 4 demanding an end to the U.S. assault
on Iraq. The action was initiated by the Socialist Workers Cam-
paign and the Young Socialists in Boston. Activists from the
Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador, the
American Friends Service Committee, the July 26 Coalition that
coordinates solidarity activity with Cuba, and others participated.
Some participants, including a medical student from Tufts Uni-
versity, heard about the protest through the Internet and a peace
hotline. Carol Thomas, a leader of the July 26 Coalition, recalled
the principled stand the Cuban government took against the Gulf
War. Andrew Buchanan, the Socialist Workers candidate for U.S.
Senate in Massachusetts, also spoke. The rally was covered by
Channel 56 TV, the New England Cable News, and by student
newspapers at University of Massachusetts Boston and Boston
University.

Protests were also held in several cities around the world. In
Britain, rallies were organized September 3 against London’s
backing of the U.S. bombings and a vigil was held outside the
U.S. embassy in London that afternoon.

In Egypt, about 2,000 students marched September 3 in the
southern city of Assiut, shouting slogans against U.S. imperial-
ism.

Clinton bombs Iraq

Continued from Page 8
backed the U.S. move.

Paris, on the other hand, criticized the Pentagon’s
military attack. It demanded that Baghdad pull back
its forces from the north but called for a resump-
tion of talks to implement the UN resolution al-
lowing Iraq to resume its oil sales. The French gov-
ernment is Iraq’s biggest creditor.

The Russian government, which had backed the
U.S.-led war against Iraq in 1990-91, called the
U.S. air strikes “an inappropriate and unacceptable
reaction.” Russian foreign minister Yevgeny
Primakov stated, “The attacks cannot be supported
by anyone at all, except those who put domestic
politics including pre-electoral questions above all
else.” The Chinese government expressed its “grave
concerns” about the U.S. actions.

Paris and Moscow opposed an effort by Wash-
ington and London to garner support in the UN
Security Council for a resolution condemning Iraq.

In the Middle East, only the Kuwaiti regime
expressed “full understanding” for the attack, as
did the Israeli government. The governments of
Egypt and Syria, Washington’s main Arab partners
during the Gulf War, criticized the U.S. assault and
spoke in defense of Iraq’s sovereignty. The gov-
ernments of Iran, Jordan, Libya, and Yemen, as well
as the Palestinian Council, all condemned or dis-
tanced themselves from Washington’s action. The
Saudi regime remained silent. And the Turkish re-
gime opposed the suspension of the oil sales.

The governments of Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and
Turkey refused to allow its bases to be used for the
U.S. strikes. Instead, Washington had to fly its B-
52 bombers from Guam, halfway around the world.

‘Much has changed since Gulf War’

As an article in the September 4 Wall Street Jour-
nal put it, “Indeed, much in the region has changed
since the U.S. rallied a coalition in 1990 to drive
Saddam Hussein’s forces from Kuwait.... The U.S.
increasingly may have to go it alone — such as by
launching cruise missiles rather than leading an
international coalition.”

At that time, Washington used Baghdad’s inva-
sion of Kuwait as a justification for leading a mas-
sive military assault against Iraq. The U.S. rulers’
political objectives in the Gulf War, however, were
to overthrow the Hussein regime and establish a
pro-U.S. protectorate there. Washington hoped to
bolster its dominance in the oil-rich region, and to
do so at the expense of its imperialist allies which
are also its competitors. . -

What unfolded was a U.S.-organized slaughter
that left as many as 150,000 people dead. During
the final invasion launched on Feb. 24, 1991, tens
of thousands of Iraqi soldiers were butchered as
they fled along the road from Kuwait to Basra, Iraq.
Hundreds of thousands of working people were left
maimed, homeless, or displaced throughout the
region.

But Washington failed to achieve its political
goals, ending up with a fiasco on its hands. The
U.S. government did not overthrow the Iraqi gov-
ernment; in fact, Hussein outlasted President
George Bush. Instead of assuring stability, the war
exacerbated all the tensions and conflicts in the
Middle East, leading to greater social volatility and
setting new, uncontrollable forces in motion.

In the wake of the war, the Kurdish and Shiite
populations rebelled against Baghdad. But they
were set up by the Bush administration, which af-
ter urging them to revolt, allowed Baghdad’s forces
to massacre them. Washington, London, and Paris
sent troops to drive thousands of Kurdish refugees,
who were fleeing into Turkey, back into northern
Iraq, where the imperialist powers established the
current Kurdish “enclave.”

The political shifts in the Middle East in the sub-
sequent five years have caused a nightmare for U.S.
imperialism. The Iranian government, which re-
mains at odds with Washington, has increased its
political influence in the region. On the other hand,
most of the U.S. allies have been wracked by in-
creasing instability, as underlined by the June
bombing of a U.S. military base in Saudi Arabia
and the food riots in Jordan in August.

The Turkish government, a long-time reliable
U.S. ally, has a new administration that recently
signed a trade deal with Iran against Washington’s
will.

And the Israeli regime, despite its combination
of military repression and political negotiations
with the Palestine Liberation Organization, has
failed to quell the Palestinian struggle for self-de-
termination.

In a September 4 article, Times columnist Tho-
mas Friedman commented on the dilemma facing
the U.S. rulers today. “The half-finished gulf war
and the half-finished Arab-Israeli peace process and
the half-baked U.S. containment policies of both
Iran and Iraq. .. have failed to produce a new order
the Middle East,” he wrote.

“Instead, they have contributed to a regional dis-
order, in which Washington doesn’t have a united
front to support its strategies or many partners to
help manage its contradictions.”




N.Y. hospital workers push back concessions

This column is devoted to re-
porting the resistance by work-
ing people to the employers’ as-
sault on their living standards,
working conditions, and unions.

We invite you to contribute
short items to this column as a
way for other fighting workers

told the Militant August 23. “One
woman who crossed the picket line
has already been suspended for five
days for reading a newspaper while
supposedly on duty... If we were
to give in other unions would have
a harder time.”

Union negotiators approved an

ON THE PICKET LINE

around the world to read about
and learn from these important
struggles. Jot down a few lines
about what is happening in your
union, at your workplace, or
other workplaces in your area,
including interesting political dis-
cussions.

NEW YORK — On August 24,
union negotiators here announced
a settlement in the strike by 6,000
hospital workers. The members of
Service Employees International
Union (SEIU) Local 144, who
walked out June 27, held off most
of the concessions demanded by the
employers and won some of their
demands. :

Hospital management — orga-
nized in the League of Voluntary
Hospitals — pushed a contract that
would have slashed vacation and
sick time by 50 percent, lowered
wages for new hires by as much as
35 percent and created an open-
ended two-tier with new employees
never reaching current union scale,
and denied some pension payments.
The bosses broke off negotiations
July 3 after the striking orderlies,
nurses’ aides, and hospital clerks
rejected the proposed management
contract.

Strikers remained firm, however,
maintaining round-the-clock picket
lines and winning solidarity from
other workers. Contract talks re-
sumed by mid-August.

Morale outside the Mary Im-
maculate Hospital in Queens, for
example, was high even after a few
union members crossed picket lines.
“Management will demand even
more if we give in now,” one striker

agreement that includes no cuts in
sick time or vacation. The accord
does institute a two-tier wage scale,
but of a more limited scope than
management demanded. New hires
will get 15 percent less than top pay
the first two years of the contract
and 10 percent less the third year,
reaching current union scale in 36
months. The hospitals will begin
paying into the pension fund the
third year of employment.

The union had demanded wage
increases of some 3 percent per year
during the three-year contract. Ac-
cording to SEIU negotiators, the
new contract includes instead yearly
lump sum payments of $750 for cur-
rent union members. The union re-
portedly won an increase in man-
agement contributions to health
benefits from 12 percent to 15 per-
cent of gross wages.

Seafood workers fight for
contract in New Zealand

CHRISTCHURCH, New
Zealand — Fifty United Food, Bev-
erage and General Workers Union
members at Pacifica seafoods here
are waging a determined contract
fight. First locked out several weeks
ago for holding rolling stoppages,
they returned to work as negotia-
tions between union and employer
representatives resumed. After the
talks broke down they instituted a
go-slow, producing “quality and not
quantity” according to their union
organizer. On August 19 the com-
pany locked them out again, claim-
ing “disruptive practices.”

A small minority of workers re-
main outside the union on indi-

vidual contracts. The company has
set up a night shift to train new hires.

“I want a guaranteed 40 hours a
week work, and I haven’t had a
wage rise for 3 1/2 years” said one
worker to the city’s major daily
newspaper. The workers are either
“shuckers,” who remove the flesh of
the shellfish from their shells, and
packers. Working at high speed on
a bonus system, the shuckers can
make relatively good money, but the
packers, who have to keep pace,
generally make less than NZ$9
(US$6.21) an hour. “We are fight-
ing for the packers” said a shucker
to the Militant. Both categories of
worker mingle on the picket line,
and their mood is upbeat and confi-
dent.

The workers have mounted daily
picket lines to publicize their de-
mands. The pickets are also aimed
at the minority of workers who still
enter the plant — some of whom are
newly-hired trainees. The pickets
have scored some notable successes
— workers have joined the union
after discussions with picketers, and
people turning up for job interviews
have also stopped to hear the union
case. Militant reporters on the picket
line saw two Asian interviewees
who talked to the pickets, and said
they were disgusted with the
company’s behavior.

The union has offered to resume
negotiations but at the time of writ-
ing the company has not replied.

Puerto Rico school
workers demand raise

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico —
About 50 non-teaching employees
of the Education Department pick-
eted the central offices of the depart-
ment at lunch time on August 20.
The picket line was to demand
higher salaries and better working
conditions. The Teachers Federation
organized the lunch time picket as
well as pickets that were held later
in the day at the department’s re-
gional offices in various cities
throughout this U.S. colony.

The Education Department has
25,000 people employed as cooks,

drivers, techni-
cians and security
guards. About
21,000 of these
people make be-
tween the current
minimum wage of
$4.25 per hour and
the new minimum
wage, effective in
1997, of $5.15 per
hour. The union is
demanding a
monthly salary of
$100 above the
minimum wage.

The Teachers
Federation, an af-
filiate of the
American Federa-
tion of Teachers in
the United States,
only began to or-
ganize non-teach-
ing workers in the
Education Depart-
ment three years
ago. In Puerto
Rico most teachers
are members of the
Federation or the
Teachers Associa-
tion but they have
no right to collec-
tive bargaining.
The Association,
which is affiliated
with the National
Education Asso-
ciation in the
United States, op-
erates in Puerto Rico as a profes-
sional association, while the Federa-
tion operates as a union. Even with-
out the right to collective bargain-
ing the Federation has called strikes
that have shut the school system
down.

On August 25 the Federation held
an assembly of non-teaching work-
ers that was attended by several
hundred people. The purpose of the
assembly was to map out future
plans. The assembly was held on the
Rio Piedras campus of the Univer-
sity of Puerto Rico.

Jorge Ramirez is a cook at a tech-
nical school in the Rio Piedras sec-

Militant/Susan LaMont

70 people picketed and rallied on August 21
at Bruno’s supermarket headquarters condemn-
ing the store for carrying Prime mushrooms.
Workers at Prime are waging an organizing
drive to join the United Farmworkers Union.

tion of San Juan. He works six hours
per day and takes home $484 per
month. As a temporary employee he
does not have benefits such as
health insurance. “If the Teachers
Federation is going to struggle for
us as they have for the teachers,”
said Ramirez, “this will be good.”

Susan LaMont member of United
Steelworkers Local 2122 in
Fairfield, Alabam, Jason Corley in
New York; Mike Peters member
of the Engineers Union in
Christchurch, New Zealand,; and
Ron Richards in San Juan, Puerto
Rico, contributed to this column.

— LETTERS

Fighting for union rights

Two hundred people participated
in a protest meeting in Miami on
August 10 against the Peerless
clothing firm. The meeting ex-
pressed solidarity with over 2,000
workers who are fighting for their
rights to organize a union at Peer-
less in Montreal. The meeting was
sponsored by the Union of
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile
Employees (UNITE).

For several months the workers
at Peerless have fought to organize
aunion and against company attacks
on their rights. Franklin Valois, who
was fired by Peerless because of his
union activity said, “We are fight-
ing for a wage raise and for respect.
Workers’ rights are violated, sexual
harassment is used constantly
against women.” He said that
“around 70 percent of the workers
are women and 90 percent are im-
migrants.

Participating in the protest were
30 workers from Deerfield Beach,
who are themselves involved in or-
ganizing a union at the ‘Kitchen of
the Ocean,” a shrimp processing
plant. More than a dozen workers
from the Yoo Hoo bottling plant in
Hialeah, who have just won a union
organizing victory against the com-
pany and joined UNITE, attended
the solidarity event. Members of the
Farmworkers Association, activists
from the Committee for Dignity and
Justice for Immigrants, and several
strikers from the Detroit Free Press
participated as well.

A dozen members of the National
Organization for Women joined the

protest meeting
after holding
their demon-
stration against
sexual discrimi-
nation practices
outside the Tire
Kingdom com-
pany.

One of the
speakers at the
meeting was
Marlene
Bastien, a
leader of the or-
ganization of
Haitian Women
in Miami. “I’m
concerned
about the rights
of workers not

LiNE,

FoRM A STRAGKT
WEAR
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mation of 12 ar-
mored vehicles,
armed cordons,
and heavily armed
RUC and soldiers
guarded major in-
tersections. As
bands marched up
to the various po-
lice bases they
would halt and
play Republican
songs and chant “I-
RA, I-RA, vic-
tory....”

By the time the
march reached city
hall, it had swelled
to more that
12,000 protesters.
The main speaker

only because in
my country
workers’ rights are not respected,”
she said, “but I believe that the
workers are the most important
people in every society.”

At the end of the protest, one of
the Peerless workers addressed the
crowd. He said that during the last
three months workers at Peerless
traveled to Atlanta, Boston, Chi-
cago, Cincinnati, New York, St.
Louis, and Washington, D.C. to
build solidarity with their struggle.
Rollande Girard
Miami, Florida

Day of protest in Ireland
Twenty-five years ago, August
11, 1971, in an attempt to crush
Nationalist resistance, the British
government introduced mass intern-

ment without trial in Northern Ire-
land. In the early dawn hours, Brit-
ish armored units and paratroopers
swept through Nationalist commu-
nities, dragging thousands of “sus-
pects” from their beds. Thousands
were being held in overcrowded
jails, concentration camps, and im-
provised prison ships. Detainees
were routinely tortured.

Britain’s terror tactics were a
complete failure, as the oppressed
communities exploded in revolt.
Since that time the anniversary of
internment has been a day of mass
protest by the Nationalist commu-
nity and the Republican movement.

This years’ march began in the
Poleglass housing development,
seven miles from Belfast city cen-
ter. The march was trailed by a for-

at the rally was
Belfast Sinn Fein
representative, Dodie McGuiness,
who lashed the British government
for their refusal to begin all party
peace talks. “We do not seek to
harm the Protestant community or
the Loyalist institutions, but they
can not be allowed to go on tram-
pling the rights of others.... We will
not stop struggling for equality and
justice, and for the withdrawal of
Britain from Ireland. Sinn Fein is
not going to go away; we will not
accept second class citizenship.”
Roy Inglee

Wilmington, Delaware

Meatpacker killed on job
A Lundy packing company em-

ployee fell into an industrial

“blender” August 20. Clinton police
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ruled it an industrial accident and
turned it over to OSHA [Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Adminis-
tration]. The blender is a boneless
meat grinder and the employee,
Solomon Velasquez was supposed
to stand on a catwalk and use a high-
pressure hose to clean the machine.
The blender had to be turned on so
the meat scraps would wash down
into the bottom.

According the police, a coworker
said he had talked with Velasquez a
few minutes prior to hearing a loud
noise in the blender area. When he
and a few others employees inves-
tigated, they found Velasquez’s
body.

The county medical examiner,
Carl Barr said, “The whole thing is
illogical.”

The fatality happened in a plant
with historical malice against em-
ployees. The owner of Lundy,
Annabelle Fetterman, has a history
of anti-unionism. The union was
ratified about seven years ago, and
finally, workers could be assured
that stipulations against them would
end such as time limits on visits to
the bathroom and presenting viable
proof to be excused to attend funer-
als.

James Robinson
Clinton, North Carolina

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on sub-
jects of general interest to our
readers. Please keep your letters
brief. Where necessary they will
be abridged. Please indicate if
you prefer that your initials be
used rather than your full name.
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Sweden: protests push back rightists

BY MARIA HAMBERG
AND DAG TIRSEN

TROLLHATTAN, Sweden—The local
authorities in Trollhittan gave permission
for Neo-Nazis to march through downtown
here on August 17. The event is a yearly
celebration to commemorate Rudolf Hess,
who worked closely with Hitler and was
imprisoned in Spandau in Berlin until he
committed suicide 1987. Last year the march
occurred in Roskilde, Denmark. All nazi-
marches have been forbidden in Germany.

Trollhittan is the city where there was a
brutal attack against two Somali youth and
a Muslim mosque was burned down 1993.
That year there were many ways working
people in the town opposed the attacks. For
example, several Christian churches orga-
nized fundraising activities to help pay for
the reconstruction of the mosque.

When it became known that local politi-
cians gave permission for the right-wingers
to march, there was a storm of protests in
Trollhittan, and nationally. Protest meetings
and counter demonstrations were announced
to be held in Trollhdttan. They were all de-
nied permission, making it illegal to dem-
onstrate. But the protests forced the local
chief of police to change the permit of the
nazi march to a standing meeting.

Forces opposed to the counter mobiliza-
tion — Amnesty International and the Red
Cross — arranged a meeting in a suburb,
five kilometers south of the center of
Trollhdttan. The social democratic govern-
ment threw in its support and sent the Min-
ister of Justice, Laila Freiwalds, to speak at
the meeting.

The government together with most lo-
cal politicians, except the Liberal Party and
the Young Left, asked all people living in
Trollhittan to stay inside and avoid the nazi-
meeting. They said in a public call that ig-
noring the nazis, not giving them any spe-
cial attention, was the best thing to do.

The statement insisted if people wanted
to protest the nazis they should do so at the
meeting where the minister of justice spoke,
or at a big meeting at the carnival, Liseberg,
in Gothenburg. At the carnival there would
be a gathering of famous Swedish artists to
protest racist violence, especially a brutal
murder of a 14-year-old boy, John Hron, last
August.

In spite of this campaign to halt protest
actions, the Liberal party and the Young Left
(the youth organization of the Swedish
former Communist Party) mobilized for a
counter demonstration. At least 900 people
gathered in front of the railway station.
Many were angry local people, both Swedes
and immigrants, but there were also hun-
dreds from other cities in Sweden and sev-
eral bus loads of anti-fascist youth from
Norway and Denmark.

Some 600 cops, with horses, dogs, and
anti-riot equipment were guarding the nazi-
meeting.

The crowd prevented the nazis from ap-
pearing in front of the railway station where
the cops had permitted them to gather. In-
stead, the cops directed the racists to a hid-

Genocide against the
indians

by George Novack
How was the campaign of genocide
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den comner in the rail yard.

The counterdemonstration gathered
calmly and orderly, but after a while four
cops mounted on horses attacked the crowd
riding rapidly back and forth pushing people
to the sides. One woman was pushed to the
ground and was hurt by the hoofs.

Groups of anarchist-influenced people
disguised by handkerchiefs hurled a rain of
rocks against the attacking mounted cops,
hitting the cops and onlookers. They also
made repeated rushes away from the crowd

Militant/Catharina Tirsén
Youth in Gothenburg, Sweden, protest racist deportations of Kurds earlier this year.

attempting to get through the cops lines from
behind.

Behind the cops lines the nazis held their
meeting carrying pictures of Rudolf Hess,
shouting “sieg heil,” and made the nazi sa-
lute. Before the demonstration the cops
pledged to arrest every one that shouted any
fascist slogan. But, as it turned out, no nazi
was arrested.

After some time, they were escorted out
from the rail yard from behind into buses
provided by the cops. They were driven to a

concert at an “unknown” place — a nazi con-
cert in a Gothenburg suburb.

The police arrested 13 participants in the
counter demonstration; the youngest was 12
years old. One woman was arrested for
handing out leaflets, the reason given was
that “no political activities were allowed in
the area.” One of the arrested has been kept
in jail accused of carrying a “bomb.”

Evelina, a 20-year-old jobless worker, and
Anders,a 19-year-old student, who came
with friends in a car from a town a couple
of hours drive away, told the Militant they
“‘came to show resistance, not tolerance, rac-
ist violence has gone way to far.”

One young woman, Liselotte, 25, who had
spent a year in Spain and feared the right-
ists all over Europe, said she thought the
politicians in Trollhéttan and the govern-
ment were wrong. “ I doubted myself if I
should go out, they did tell us we should
stay inside. If they had not said so, more
people would have been here. I am afraid of
the nazis and skinheads, but I forced myself
to come here.” She added, “we were seek-
ing a safe place near a house wall to escape
the police horses.”

Kristin Ohman, an unemployed commu-
nity worker, 42, said she was there “to fight.
It is wrong that the nazis can meet here, and
I think it is good that people from other
places have come here.”

Maria Hamberg is a member of the Metal
Workers Union, at Scania truck plant in

Sadertilje and Dag Tirsén is a member of
the Food Workers Union, at Goman meat

packing plant in Stockholm

Native Canadians fight for land rights

BY ROGER ANDREWS
SURREY, British Columbia —Eighteen

people are on trial in this Vancouver suburb

following a government and police assault
last summer on Native Indian rights at
Gustafsen Lake in north central British Co-
lumbia. The defendants, 14 of whom are
Native, face charges ranging from trespass
and public mischief to possession of fire-
arms dangerous to the public peace.

Two defendants, Jones (Wolverine)
Ignace and his son JoJo, are also charged
with attempted murder for allegedly firing
on police. Ignace has been imprisoned since
his arrest last year and his repeated requests
for release on bail have been denied by the
courts.

The police assault was the latest chapter
in a decades-long government campaign
against the Shuswap Indian people’s
struggle for land rights. Ottawa and the pro-
vincial government of British Columbia
back the claim of a rancher to several tens
of thousands of acres of Shuswap land, in-
cluding the shoreline of Gustafsen Lake. But
the Shuswap have never signed a treaty nor
recognized anyone’s purchase or claim to
this land.

“Here’s a rancher with tens of thousands
of acres,” de-
fendant Suniva
Bronson said
during a break
in the trial on
August = 19,
“while the en-
tire Shuswap
people have
hardly - any
land. Yet they
are criticized
for being poor
and collecting
welfare.”

Every

seven years,
Native resi-
dents and fri-

ends have
camped on the
shore of

Gustafsen
Lake for reli-
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gious and cultural ceremonies called
sundance. In May 1995, they built a fence
to prevent cattle from despoiling the site.
The rancher demanded their eviction.

What led to confrontation

Several weeks later, the British Colum-
bia government approved a massive Royal
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) opera-
tion to violently break up the Native en-
campment. Hundreds of heavily armed po-
lice were mobilized and began threats and
provocations. Units of the Canadian army
joined the buildup in August 1995. By the
middle of that month a siege was in place.

The besieged Natives were painted as
heavily armed and were falsely accused of
firing on police. “What do you do with
people who defy the laws of the country and
shoot at you?”” an RCMP SWAT team mem-
bertolda telev1s1on journalist in July. “You
kill them.”

Authorities tried to exploit alleged sup-
port from government-funded tribal coun-
cils of the Shuswap people. But despite
media claims repeated by RCMP cops at the
trial, only a few members of the councils
supported the police operation.

Testimony by police at the trial has con-
tradicted the government claim that the en-
campment was an illegal occupation. Sev-
eral cops who had been assigned to the dis-
pute in its early stage and who are Native
testified that their investigations in June and
early July 1995 concluded that there was a
decades-long land claim dispute in question
and the rancher’s complaint should be
handled through a political process. They
said their superiors concurred.

The staff commander, however, of the
RCMP detachment in the nearby town of
100 Mile House, one of dozens of cops tes-
tifying, offered the official line at the trial
on August 19 this year. Under cross-exami-
nation, he said he backed the rancher’s claim
from the start and based his decision on
“hearsay evidence” gathered from some
non-Native residents. He acknowledged the
rancher did not possess a survey nor other

documentation to prove his claim to the land

surrounding the lake.

The cop also shed light on a public rela-
tions frame-up he orchestrated, one of many
staged by the force. He admitted that police

had no proof that a cache of weapons alleg-
edly smuggled out of the encampment and
intercepted on August 19, 1995, originated
there. A much-publicized press conference
and display of weaponry was staged on that
day, aimed at fanning the flames of fear
among local residents and justifying an
eventual armed assault on the encampment.

He surprised many in the courtroom when
he admitted that there were no fingerprint
tests ever conducted on the weapons, say-
ing it was “overlooked.”

The most serious police assault on the
encampment occurred on September 11 last
year. Suniva Bronson and two other occu-
pants of a truck set out to fetch water and
miraculously escaped injury when their ve-
hicle was blown up by a remote-controlled
land mine detonated by cops. Police sharp-
shooters then opened fire, showering the
camp with thousands of rounds. Bronson
was shot in the arm even though she had
moved back in an area the police had earlier
declared a “safe zone.”

The occupation ended peacefully on Sep-
tember 17 with the arrests of the 18.

Trial, defense effort unfold

Jones Ignace is pursuing his fight for re-
lease from prison. He has been denied bail
since his arrest. “Maybe because I stand up
and speak my rights, is that why they keep
me in?” Ignace asked the court on July 15
during another bail release hearing. “It’s not
only us on trial,” he told the judge. “This -
court is also on trial.”

The trial is expected to continue for many
months. The big-business media in British
Columbia and across Canada have main-
tained a news blackout of the proceedings.

“The government campaign at Gustafsen
Lake was a murder operation to crush a le-
gitimate protest,” Bill Lightbown, one of the
participants in the encampment, said in an
interview. “If we let them get away with such
things then we will eventually be over-

-whelmed by a police state with no justice.”

“That’s why we must speak up and orga-
nize to defend the Gustafsen 18.”

The committee organizing the defense is
asking that letters of support and funds be
sent to: Ts’peten (Gustafsen) Trust Fund,
Box 6475, Hinton AB T7W 1X7, British
Columbia, Canada.
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