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Rallies say 'No' to U.S. 
economic war on Cuba 
Worldwide actions support Cuban sovereignty 

Thousands of supporters 
of Cuba's right to survive 
took to the streets around 
the world on October 14. 
Following are some of the 
on-the-scene reports from 
Militant correspondents. 

BY JEANNE TUOMEY 
AND PAUL MAILHOT 

SAN FRANCISCO -
Crisscrossing three miles of 
San Francisco city streets, 
some 400 demonstrators · 
showed their opposition to 
the U.S. economic war 
against Cuba and support for 
that country's sovereign 

. rights on October 14. "Cuba 
s1, bloqueo no- U.S. out of 
Guantanamo," led the chants 
as scores of people came to 
their windows and balconies 
to watch, and sometimes 
wave to, the protesters 
marching through their 
neighborhoods. Demonstra
tors marched from the United 
Nations Plaza downtown to 
Jefferson Park. Along the 

Militant/Jeanne Toomey 
Demonstrators in San Francisco march through the streets demanding the U.S. government end 
its economic war against Cuba, lift the travel ban, and respect Cuba's sovereignty. 

. ;; . " . - . .. . . 

route a number of people in cars also 
honked their horns in support of the ac
tion. 

The demonstration in San Francisco, 
which included a significant number of 
young people newly active in the fight to 
defend Cuba, was part of regional protests 

· against U.S. policy called by the National 
Network on Cuba (NNOC)for October 14 
here and in Chicago, and in New York 
City on October 21. These protests were 
called in response to an appeal made by an 
international conference in Havana in 
November 1994 for worldwide protests in 

October against Washington's economic 
war on Cuba. 

In welcoming opponents of the U.S. 
government policy, Renee Saucedo of the 
Freedom to Travel Campaign reported on 
the debate in the Senate on legislation that 

Continued on Page 7 

Thousands rally for 
affirmative action 
BY JEANNE TUOMEY 

BERKELEY, California- "We 
shall not be removed," sang the 5,000 
students who gathered at the Univer
sity of California here October 12 in 
support of affirmative action. 
Throughout the day, students across 
California walked out of classes and 
held rallies and teach-ins in prot~st of 
this past summer' s decision by there
gents of the University of California 
(UC) to eliminate affirmative action 
from the university's admissions and 
hiring practices. 

The statewide actions demon
strated a broad show of support 
-from Asians, Blacks, Latinos, and 
whites - for affirmative action. The 
fight to maintain equal educational 
opportunities for minority students 
and women has spread in the past few 
months. Teach-ins, walkouts, and ral
lies were held at all nine UC cam
puses October 12. 

Even at the UC San Francisco 
medical school, where students are 
not known for their activism, hun
dreds rallied in the streets for affirma
tive action. University officials asked 
the medical school students to 
demonstrate quietly out of respect for 
hospital patients, but a stream of 
drivers honked their car horns in sup
port of the picketers. 

Spokespeople from student organi
zations, ranging from groups repre
senting oppressed nationalities to the 
Young Republicans, addressed the 
Berkeley rally. Leaders of labor 
unions and civil rights groups also 
spoke. 

Graduate students working as 
teaching assistants and researchers, 
who have been involved in an ongo
ing struggle with the university for 
decent pay and benefits, made a 
strong showing at the rally wearing 
T-shirts that said, "I work for the uni
versity and I support affirmative ac
tion." 

"This university is not color
blind," Richard Zach, a Berkeley 
graduate student researcher, said. 
"This country is not color-blind. To 
fight for affirmative action is to fight 
for social justice." 

Hundreds of high school students 
in the Berkeley area walked out of 
classes to join the rally. Larry Lee, 
principal of Berkeley High School, 
estimated that one-third of the 
school's 2,400 students walked out. 

Louis Rubio, a freshman at Berke
ley High, walked out after being 
handed a flier on the demonstration at 
school. "I came because I wanted to 
know about affirmative action," he 

Continued on Page 4 

March to end the 
u.s. economic 

war against Cuba 

• End the U.S. economic 
blockade of Cuba 

• Lift the U.S. travel ban 
• Normalize relations with 
Cuba 

• Respect Cuba's right to 
self-determination 

Sat., Oct. 21, NYC 
Assemble 12 noon, 42nd St. 
and 1st Ave (across from UN) 

Also: 

Welcome Fidel Castro to NYC 
Support Cuba in front of the 

Cuban Mission 

38th St. and lexington Ave. 

Sunday, Oct 22 - 12 noon 
Monday, Oct. 23 - 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 24- 3 p.m. 

For information contact the October 21 Cuba Coali
tion at Cuba Information Project (212) 227-3422 
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Mark Curtis 
to get parole 
hearing in 
November 
BY NORTON SANDLER 

DES MOINES, Iowa- On October 
17, Barbara Binnie, vice chair of the Iowa 
State Board of Parole, informed William 
Kutmus, attorney for political activist 
Mark Curtis, that the board had decided to 
grant Curtis a hearing this year on his ap
plication for parole. This is the first time 
in three years that Iowa parole officials 
have agreed to meet with Curtis. 

The hearing will be held November 21 
at the Iowa State Penitentiary, where Cur
tis is imprisoned. 

Curtis has been incarcerated since 
1988, when he was framed by Des 
Moines police on charges of rape and bur
glary while defending 17 co-workers at 
the Monfort (formerly Swift) meatpack
ing company. The "Swift 17," from Mex
ico and El Salvador, had been seized in an 
immigration raid on the plant. Curtis was 
beaten in the city jail by cops who called 
him a "Mexican lover, just like you love 
those coloreds." 

Three years ago, the Iowa legislature 
adopted a new parole law that abolished 
prisoners' right to a parole hearing each 
year. In 1993 and 1994 the board refused 
to meet with Curtis, even though he met 
the requirements for release on parole un
der Iowa law. 

At the November 21 parole hearing, 
Curtis will be allowed to argue in front 
the board why he should be freed. Kut

Continued on Page 12 

Sunday sales, 
weekday teams 
key to success 
of sub drive 
BY LAURA GARZA 

Nobody who visits the Socialist Work
ers Party headquarters in Brooklyn can 
miss the big, colorful chart that marks the 
progress of the campaign to sell 160 sub
scriptions to the Militant. Different col
ored post-it notes denote subscriptions 
sold on community sales, on the job, on 
campuses, at political events, or through 
other activities. Socialist workers and 
youth going out on sales teams check it 
daily for the latest figures. 

The stepped-up pace of activity that is 
characteristic of a campaign effort to make 
a goal is what the chart in Brooklyn 
shows - and it's what is needed in every 
city to get on target to sell 1,950 subscrip
tions to new readers of the Militant over 
eight weeks. After three weeks we have 
593 new subscribers, or 30 percent of the 
goal, putting us 8 percent behind where 
we should be. There are also 228 new sub
scribers to the monthly Spanish-language 
magazine Perspectiva Mundial, and 187 
copies of various editions of the Marxist 
magazine New International have been 
sold. 

Taking advantage of Sunday, when 
most people can spend all day campaign
ing, has been the backbone of the sub
scription drive, says Marty Anderson, who 
is coordinating the campaign in Brooklyn. 
The day begins with at least two dozen 

Continued on Page 5 
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Miners strike in Russia 
Coal miners in the Kuzbas region of 

Russia went on strike October 12 demand
ing back wages, which have not been paid 
for several months. The same day, work
ers in other parts of Russia organized 
demonstrations in support of the miners. 

The austere budget imposed by 
Moscow has struck pensioners and sol
diers, as well as other workers. Trying to 
maintain a budget agreement arranged 
with the International Monetary Fund last 
spring, the government has accumulated 
massive debts to hundreds of enterprises. 
In addition, government officials say the 
country will experience its worst fall grain 
harvest in 30 years as a result of a 
summer-long drought, driving many farm
ers out of the market. 

Labor strikes hit Italy 
A strike by truckers in Italy, which be

gan October 9, has crippled production in 
factories of the automaker Fiat. The road 
haulers are demanding to have their trans
port fees increased by 30 percent. 

Air traffic controllers have also staged 
job actions over the last six weeks, includ
ing a four-hour strike September 18. Ear
lier, 1,300 controllers refused to work 
overtime and organized work-to-rule 
protests. In addition, the cabin staff of 
Italy's Alitalia airline called a four-hour 
strike October 13 to protest the company's 
restructuring plans. 

Hundreds of Nicaraguans protested pending deportations in front of the Miami 
office of the Immigration and Naturalization Service on October 13. They car
ried signs saying "We're not leaving, we're staying," and "We want to work 
with dignity." More than 40,000 Nicaraguans are facing possible deportation. 

Swaziland groups back Cuba 
The Swaziland Youth Congress 

(SWAYOCO) and the People 's United 
Democratic Movement (PUDEMO) ex
pressed support for the decision of the 
Swaziland government to establish a 
diplomatic "understanding" with Havana. 
"I do not see anything wrong if Swaziland 
enters an understanding with Cuba," said 
Benedict Tsabedze, president of SWAY
OCO. "Swaziland does not need interfer
ence by other countries,"he added in ref
erence to pressure from Washington to 
isolate the Cuban government. 

Dominic Mngomezulu, secretary
general of PUDEMO, said his organiza
tion was impressed with revolutionary 
Cuba's contribution to liberation struggles 
in Angola, Mozambique, Namibia, and 
South Africa. "This shows Cubans are 
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people who are committed to the struggle 
for liberation," he said. 

Haiti's prime minister resigns 
Haitian government officials said Octo

ber 13 that prime minister Smarck Michel 
resigned after failing to ·get approval to 
sign an agreement for a $100 million loan 
from the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). Haitian president Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, who was restored to office in Oc
tober 1994 with the invasion of 20,000 
U.S. troops, appointed Michel to the post 
the same year. 

According to the New York Times, 
Michel's departure, due on October 16, 
was also triggered by disagreements with 
Aristide and other government officials on 
privatizing state-owned banks, the coun
try's main port, and the telephone and 
electricity utilities. Some protests in the 
country have been aimed at Michel and 
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the IMF. 

Dominican workers protest 
Dominican police attacked demonstra~ 

tors October 9 who were demanding that 
dozens of factories that pollute Santo 
Domingo and endanger the residents' 
health be shut down. The protests took 
place in the poor neighborhoods of La 
Zurza and Capotillo, where according to 
news services some 20 people were in
jured, car windows were smashed, and a 
truck was trashed by students. 

Pastor Vasquez, a 22-year-old street 
vendor, died of a gunshot while he was 
going to a market near the protests .. 

Political crisis wracks Ecuador 
A political crisis engulfing Ecuador 

deepened as the country's vice-president, 
Alberto Dahik, fled following an arrest 
warrant issued against him on charges of 
corruption. President Six to Duran Ball en's 
administration has already lost 23 minis
ters to impeachment or resignation. 

The crisis has affected international in
vestments as well the country's interest 
rates and currency. An international en
ergy consortium recently withdrew its of
fer to build a hydroelectric plant. Ecuador 
is suffering from one its worst energy 
crises ever. 

Argentine workers demand pay 
Around 200 angry demonstrators 

burned the house of the Edgar Massaccesi, 
former minister of fmances in Argentina's 
southern province of Rio Negro, demand
ing back payment owed to government 
employees. Previously, the demonstrators 
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threw rocks at the headquarters of the 
Radical Civic Union (UCR), which has 
governed Rio Negro for over ten years. 

These actions followed others called by 
the state unions that took place in the city 
of General Roca, where at least three peo
ple were injured and 30 arrested by the po
lice. 

Lying Philadelphia cops 
Philadelphia judge Legrome Davis 

threw out the convictions of nine people 
October 11, agreeing with defense lawyers 
that their clients were framed up by cor
rupt cops. Six police officers confessed to 
lying on reports, stealing money from sus
pects, and planting drugs in some of the 
defendants ' homes. Twelve other cops 
were implicated in the investigation. 

"They put a gun in my face and robbed 
me of three and a half years of my life," 
Edwin Scott, whose conviction was over
turned, told the New York Times. 

New Jersey prison guards 
brutally beat immigrants 

Six prison guards in New Jersey were 
arrested October 12 for abusive treatment 
of undocumented immigrants. The de
tainees had rebelled against the inhumane 
conditions at an Immigration and Natural
ization detention center June 18, causing 
considerable property damage. 
· When they were transferred to the 
Union County Jail, 25 of the immigrants 
were forced to pass through a gauntlet of 
guards who beat and kicked them. Over 
the next four hours, the guards broke one 
inmate's collarbone, shoved others' heads 
into toilets, and carried out other abuses. 

Prosecutors said more arrests are proba
ble, since at least two dozen guards partic
ipated in the assault. "I don 't doubt that 
the things we saw happen there go on all 
over the country," said Judy Rabinovitz, 
counsel for the American Civil Liberties 
Union Rights Project. 

Court debates gay rights case 
Justices in the U.S. Supreme Court de

bated the validity of an amendment added 
to Colorado's constitution three years ago 
that voided all state and local laws guaran
teeing protection of gays against discrimi
nation. 

The Colorado Supreme Court ruled last 
year that the amendment violated the 14th 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution by re
stricting the right of homosexuals "to par
ticipate equally in the political process." 

In the sharpening debate in Colorado, 
Kevin Tebedo, executive director of Col
orado for Family Values, launched a peti
tion drive in July to pressure county com
missioners to "unconditionally advocate 
heterosexuality only." 

A gay-rights group, Ground Zero was 
formed after the anti-gay measure passed 
in 1992. "People are getting very fed up 
with the religious right pushing the but
tons on these issues," said Frank Whit
worth, executive director of Ground Zero. 

-MAURICE WILLIAMS 
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Workers in France 
protest wage freeze 
BY JEAN-LOUIS SALFATI 

PARIS- Some three and a half mil
lion workers staged a one day strike here 
October 10 in response to a call for a 
nation-wide walkout of public workers 
made by seven national trade unions. 

The massive strike was in protest of a 
government-imposed wage freeze for 
1996; the restructuring and privatisation of 
public services including rail and air trans
portation, gas and electric services, and 
the postal and telecommunications indus
tries; and threats to the retirement benefits 
of public workers. 

The strike included large numbers of 
workers in various state-run public ser
vices who are not considered civil ser
vants including rail, gas, and electric 
workers; air traffic controllers and work
ers at the two state run airlines, Air France 
and Air Inter; workers in the Paris sub
ways and buses; as well as production 

workers in some armaments factories, and 
in aircraft and aircraft engine production. 

"This shows that workers are nervous 
about the privatisation plans but that there 
is no resignation," Maryse Dumas, the 
secretary of the CGT federation of postal 
workers told the press. "Fifty-six percent 
on strike at the Post. It's never been seen 
before, it's historic." More than 100 local 
demonstrations were organised through
out France. Police estimate more than a 
quarter of a million workers participated 
in the actions. Some 50,000 took to the 
streets in Paris, with 20,000 marching in 
Marseille and Toulouse, 16,000 in Bor
deaux, and 12,000 in Rennes. 

Paris and most large cities were para
lyzed by the strike. In spite of an intensive 
campaign by the media to discredit the 
strikers, polls taken on the eve of the walk 
out showed 57 percent supporting the 
strike and only 25 percent opposing it. A 

1,000 Boeing strikers march in Seattle 
BY BOB BRUNEAU 

SEA TILE - More than 1,000 striking 
Boeing machinists, family members, and 
supporters marched to Boeing's corporate 
headquarters here October 11. Over 
32,000 members of the International As
sociation of Machinists (lAM) are striking 
Boeing plants throughout the country. 

The lAM filed several unfair labor prac
tices charges with the National Labor Re
lations Board (NLRB) against Boeing Oc
tober 9. The union accused Boeing of bar
gaining in bad faith by making last-minute 
demands for massive changes in employee 
health insurance without providing ade-

quate time or information to examine the 
proposed changes. The union also charged 
that Boeing refused to provide details 
about company's plans for foreign and do
mestic subcontracting of work. 

Workers are especially angry over re
ports that Boeing has mailed out "back to· 
work" orders to laid-off lAM members, 
with the threat that they would lose their 
recall rights if they failed to cross the pick
etlines. There are nearly 11,000 laid-off 
Boeing workers. 

Bob Bruneau, a striking Boeing machinist, 
is a member of JAM loca/751A in Seattle. 

Time to catch up on 
'Militant' fund drive 
BY MARTiN KOPPEL 

By end ofthe third week of the 1 0-week 
Militant Fund drive, it's clear Militant 
readers need to take several determined 
steps to get back on schedule. The fund 
campaign has slipped behind for the sec
ond week in a row- with $29,592 in 
hand. We stand at 24 percent of our 
$125,000 goal, whereas we should be at 
30 percent. 

In basketball, what does a team do to 
rally from an 6-point deficit? It starts play
ing "catchup ball." This means coming up 
with a game plan - making a number of 
special moves - to get ahead and win. 

It's not so different in a fund drive. In 
this case, the Militant is asking its support
ers in each city to set a catchup goal to get 
back on schedule by Sunday, November 5, 
the end of the sixth week. By then we 
should have collected 60 percent of the 
goal, or $75,000 overall. November 5 also 
coincides with the end of the target week 
in the Militant subscription campaign. 

Here are three elements that Militant 
readers report are key to picking up the 
campaign momentum: 

Organize a fund meeting as early as 
possible. "We held a Militant Fund Meet
ing at the end of September- that's what 
really got the campaign going here," re
ports Jacquie Henderson from St. Paul, 
Minnesota, adding, "A number of people 
attending that event made pledges there, 
so we've had time since then to organize 
to get steady payments on them." Organiz
ing public fund-raising meetings in late 
October and early November will be key 
to getting the needed momentum going. 

"On November 18, in fact, we'll even 
hold a second fund meeting, to celebrate 
our progress and ensure a successful com
pletion of the campaign," says Henderson. 

Collect payments on pledges every 
week. "We're not doing anything spectac
ular here, but we've paid attention to regu
lar payments from the beginning," Pat 
Grogan comments from Salt Lake City, 
where Militant readers are right on sched
ule. She notes, "One thing that creates a 
campaign atmosphere here is the beautiful 
chart we've made." The chart, displayed 
at public meetings sponsored by the Mili-

tant Labor Forum, indicates progress both 
on the local and the national drive. "It's 
accompanied by an attractive chart for the 
Militant subscription campaign, with 
space next to both charts to post the latest 
Militant articles on these campaigns." 

Reach out to new contributors. "The 
other day, a member of the Steelworkers 
renewed her Militant subscription at a 
union meeting," Henderson reported. "She 
was asked for a contribution to the fund 
and she pulled out an extra two dollars. An 
auto worker who enjoys reading the paper 
recently gave a $10 donation." 

"In Brooklyn we started calling new 
Mi/itantsubscribers," Nancy Rosenstock 
reports. "It was a real pleasure. Many of 
the new readers just started telling us how 
much they loved getting this paper every 
week. So it seemed quite natural to them 
that we would ask them for a contribution 
help keep the Militant and Perspectiva 
Mundial coming out." 

This underlines the importance of link
ing the fund campaign with the subscrip
tion drive, both of which are also vehicles 
to get involved more effectively in politi
cal activities such as those in defense of 
the Cuban revolution. 

At the October 13 Militant Fund meet
ing in Brooklyn, a longtime Iranian politi
cal activist spoke about why, after many 
years of rethinking politics, he came to 
agree with many of the ideas presented in 
the Militant, particularly its forthright 
stance in defense of revolutionary Cuba. 
He encouraged everyone present to con
tribute to the fund and signed up to help 
sell subscriptions to the paper. 

Readers will notice a few changes in the 
accompanying Militant Fund scoreboard 
this week. To highlight better the progress 
in the campaign, countries and cities are 
now ranked by the percentage paid on 
their goals. Those cities on or ahead of 
schedule are listed in bold type. 

Many Militant supporters already send 
in new subscriptions by express delivery. 
Those who do so can also include pay
ments on the Militant Fund to maximize 
the.amount received in the Militant office 
by the Tuesday deadline for reporting re
sults on the scoreboard. 

Militant/Derek Jeffers 
Hospital workers march in Paris during one-day protest strike 

few calls by capitalist politicians for mea
sures to force strikers to provide minimum 
service, that is to restrictthe right to strik~. 
received little response. 

The strike was prolonged for two extra 
days on the rail network serving the south
eastern suburbs of Paris as railworkers 
continued their action to protest job condi
tions. On October 12, the three rail unions 
called for a return to work after having ob
tained a wage bonus of 1,000 francs 
($200) and a promise from management to 
reevaluate job descriptions. 

A growing debate has been taking place 
among capitalist politicians about the 
deepening resistance of the working class 
on the one hand, and the capitalists' need 
to raise profit levels on the other. 
· Prime Minister Alain Juppe's budget 
has been widely criticised in business cir
cles. Presented to parliament at the end of 
September, the budget proposes to reduce 
the French government's annual 300 bil
lion franc deficit by 60 billion. 

$,~25,000 

End of week three 

"What this government lacks is 
courage," said Jean Gandois, a leading 
spokesperson for capitalist interests here. 
Most of the budget deficit reduction pro
posed by Juppe comes from tax increases. 

"Raising taxes is not the solution for our 
country," complained Rene Monory, pres
ident of the Senate during debate on the 
budget. ''The solution is to cut spending." 

French and foreign capitalists sent a 
clear signal to the government after the 
budget was presented to parliament with 
the resignation of Finance Minister Alain 
Madelin, who had pushed for deep cuts in 
the social welfare system. The Paris stock 
market dropped, as did the franc. 

The day after the public workers strike, 
an editorial in the business daily La Tri
bune Desfosses bitterly proclaimed ''The 
unions have won." It also said, however, 
that Juppe has a chance to "catch up" as 
the upcoming debate on the social security 
system will give the government a chance 
to institute substantial structural cuts. 
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Why big turnouffor Million Man March? 
BY DEREK BRACEY 
AND MAURICE WILLIAMS 

WASHINGTON, D.C.- Hundreds of 
thousands of African-American workers, 
youth, and middle-class men turned out 
here October 16 for the Million Man 
March. The rally has provoked debate and 
discussion on why so many people would 
attend, on the results of the day's event, 
and on what road forward in the fight for 
Black rights today. 

The rally was overwhelmingly made up 
of working people, many of whom came 
with co-workers, with church or school-

NEWS ANALYSIS 

rakhan, in a two-hour speech at the rally, twice the rate of whites. Since 1960 
"rather than preach a message of racial Blacks on the average have earned 60 per-
hate, preached a message of racial concili- cent that of whites. The typical Black fam-
ation." ily has 11 cents of wealth compared with 

Pearson, calling "problematic" Far- every $1 owned by a white family. 
rakhan's anti-Semitic comments and "his These stark statistics are in the context 
sexism," notes a deeper and more unset- of a two-decade long assault which has re-
tling problem from his point of view: the suited in a decline in real -wages for all 
"gulf Mr. Farrakhan has stepped in to fill" working people, cutbacks in the social 
and the "chasm that is the product of years wage, speed-up and harsher conditions on 
of political grandstanding by both the job, and permanent high levels of on-
Democrats and Republicans, as well as employment. This has not come about be-
other interest groups, resulting in the divi- cause of "political grandstanding" but a 
sion of the nation across racial lines." bipartisan offensive on the federal, state, 

What Pearson merely touches and local level. 
on __,. and what he and the wealthy rulers Farrakhan, in literature building the 
in America are unsettled over- is what march and in speeches around the country, 
they face in pressing forward the assault speaks to some aspects of this government 
on working people in the United States. and employer assault, such as attacks on 

organized groups, or with small groups of The turnout for the rally shows the in- affirmative action, Congressional action to 
friends. Nearly everyone these reporters tertwined realities of politics in the United "tum back the hands of time, depriving 
spoke with explained they participated to States today. our Black community of many of the gains 
demonstrate Black pride and to reject an This includes the impact of the em- made through the suffering and sacrifice 
image in society of Black men as violent, ployer/govemment offensive on the of our fellow advocates of change during 
criminals, and an irresponsible "under- wages, social conditions, and democratic the '50s and '60s," the rising numbers of 
class." A few argued that women have rights and its effects on the Black national- Blacks in prison, and greater use of the 
supplanted the role men should play in the ity, which remains in its large majority death penalty across the country. 
family, echoing the themes of rally orga- working class in composition. At the same As with other demagogues, by address-
nizers. time, the fact that the rulers have failed in ing with radical rhetoric some of the real 

U.S. government officials put the rally their drive to break the resistance of work- and perceived aspects of the economic and 
size at 400,000. Organizers of the event ing people or make African-Americans social crisis in the county, he gains a plat-
say some 1.5 million participated. It was believe that to be Black in America means form and a broader hearing for his propos-
among the largest events ever held in the acceptance of the institutionalized racism als. 
nation's capital. and oppression that continues to be per- At the rally and in promotional material 

Editorials, news articles, and opinion petuated in capitalist society. for the event, Farrakhan simply reiterated 
columns in the big-business media have "self-help" proposals the N.ation of Islam 
been generally favorable to the event, sup- Stark reality for Blacks has raised since its inception. He does not 
porting the push for "family values" pre- An article in USA Today the day of the present a political road forward, or advo-
sented by the main speakers and the lack rally highlighted some of the most glaring cate struggle in opposition to the offensive 
of protest directed against the government social indicators of this assault. The by the government. 
by rally organizers. figures- for both Blacks and whites - For example, he raised that "The Asian 

"One Magnificent Day," was the title of are in "median" terms, which means half doesn' t say I'm better than the white 
a major opinion column in the Wall Street are below and half are above the figures man," Farrakhan said at the rally, "he just 
Journal by editorial page writer Hugh cited. starts building his economy. All we got to 
Pearson. "Attendees proved that while According to the statistics, the median do is go back home and tum our commu-
most of the pundits and politicians who Black family has zeronet financial assets. nity into a productive place. Clean your-
observed from afar were obsessed with the If houses and vehicles are included, the self up Black man, and the world will re-
past racial and ethnic schisms encouraged median Black family' s net worth is $8,300 spect you." 
by the principle organizer [Nation of Islam compared with the median white family's His main proposals at the rally included 
leader] Louis Farrakhan, unity was the is- worth of $56,000. The jobless rate for each march participant adopting a prison 
sue for them." Pearson . notes that Far- Blacks was 11.3 per cent in September, inmate and contributing $10 a month to a 

. . 0 . . 

Thousands rally for affirmative action 
Continued from front page 
said. "Now I know a little more and it 
sounds like we should keep fighting for af
firmative action to help fight discrimina
tion." 

Jesse Jackson was the featured speaker 
at the Berkeley rally. He urged the student 
protesters to tum their anger into the vot
ing booth. While praising the students' ac
tion, Jackson said that students shared the 
blame for the attacks on affirmative ac
tion. "You students who aren't registered, 
you elected Pete Wilson and Newt Gin
grich," he said. 

"The students are showing by voting 
with their feet that they strongly disagree 
with the regents' decision," UC Berkeley 
professor Ronald Takaki told the press. 
"I'm euphoric. I'm really excited." 

The demonstration here ended with 500 
marchers weaving through the streets of 
downtown Berkeley. Horns honked, peo
ple waved, and on-lookers joined the 
march. Police in riot gear intervened as the 
marchers attempted to walk onto a free
way. While a shoving match erupted be
tween the two sides and police batons 
were drawn, no arrests or injuries oc
curred. The marchers eventually dis
persed. 

2,200 at UCLA 
Some 2,200 UCLA students marched 

down the main boulevard in Los Angeles 
October 12 in support of affirmative ac
tion. Many passing drivers honked in sup
port. 

The march, organized by the UCLA Af
fmnative Action Coalition, was also a 
protest against the California Civil Rights 
Initiative, a misnamed anti-affmnative ac
tion ballot measure. 

The demonstration started at UCLA and 
grew in size as it wound around the cam
pus. Many students walked out of their 
classes to join the march. "Out of the 
classroom and into the march," protesters 
chanted. 

"We hope to send a clear signal to the 
regents: We will not allow them to take 
something away that we 've fought so hard 
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Militant/John Evenhuis 
Thousands of students rallied in defense of affirmative action in California October 
12. Young people have begun to fight the bipartisan assaults on these programs. 

to preserve," Max Espinoza, a Chicano 
studies major at UCLA, told the press. 
"This is the beginning of a strong and uni
fied movement to fight back." 

Unionists attend protest 
Members of the hotel and restaurant 

workers union HERE Local 11, the Ser
vice Employees International Union Local 
660, and the Justice for Janitors campaign 
participated and carried placards indicat
ing their support for the affmnative action 
fight. 

More than 120 cops, from four different 
police agencies, were on hand as the 
march reached Westwood and Wilshire 
boulevards. The cops donned helmets and 
shields, and some had tear gas shells at the 
-ready. 

Thirty-three students sat in the middle 

of the street and carried out peaceful civil 
disobedience. The police arrested them 
one by one without incident. The rest of 
the demonstrators were pushed back by 
mounted police. 

All nine University of California chan
cellors have come out against the regents' 
decision to prohibit the use of race and 
gender as criteria in admission, hiring, and 
contracting in the school system. Some 
1,200 UC faculty members have signed a 
petition calling on the board to reconsider 
its decision. 

Out of the success of the statewide ac
tions, ongoing protests at regents' meet
ings and teach-ins on campuses are 
planned for the coming weeks. 

John Evenhuis from Los Angeles con
tributed to this article. 

National Economic Development Fund 
that could generate $1.2 billion a year to 
help Black-owned businesses. He also 
noted 25,000 Black children are without 
families and need to be adopted. 

The rally platform included a broad sec
tion of the established officials of civil 
rights organizations, government officials 
who are Black, and leaders of various reli
gious denominations across the United 
States. 

These included Congressional Black 
Caucus chair Donald Payne, who urged 
the gathering to take "our message to the 
voting booth;" Jesse Jackson; Washing
ton, D.C., mayor Marion Barry; Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference presi
dent Joseph Lowery; poet Maya Angelou; 
Rosa Parks; widow of Malcolm X, Betty 
Shabazz; along with Congressmen K weisi 
Mfume, Charles Rangel, and John Cony
ers. 

No mention of struggles 
Like Farrakhan, few made any mention 

of mounting a struggle against the biparti
san assault or to reaching out to those 
fighting against the effects of the eco
nomic depression and imperialist exploita
tion around the world. Brief mention was 
made of the fight to win a new trial for 
Mumia Abu-Jamal- the death-row in
mate who recently won a stay of execution 
after international protests on his behalf. 

Most accepted the false premise · that 
those in the audience are, at least in part, 
responsible for the plight of Blacks today. 
Speakers repeatedly urged the men to stop 
being violent, build families, and respect 
women. Farrakhan and others urged par
ticipants to register eight million people to 
vote to "be prepared" for the next elec
tions. 

Expressions of Black pride and of deter
mination to stand up for equality were evi
dent throughout the crowd at the rally. The 
middle-class figures on the platform, 
though, offered nothing new or any break 
from the framework of capitalist politics 
they have been following. 

The wealthy rulers have accomplished 
a greaLdeal in their assault, but they are 
nowhere near their goal of defeating the 
unions and the social conquests of the 
Black and women's rights struggles. 

In their pursuit of transforming the rela
tions between labor and capital and 
thereby laying the basis for a new period 
of capitalist expansion, the ruling rich 
have run into -strikes, protests, and rallies 
by those who want to resist these attacks. 

Fight for Black rights today 
There are real struggles today where the 

fight for Black rights can be seen, such as 
the battle to force the State of Pennsylva
nia to drop the death sentence against Mu
mia Abu-Jamal and grant him a new trial. 
Jamal, who is standing up and fighting 
against what seem to be overwhelming 
odds, has become an emblem in the fight 
for Black liberation. It can be seen in the 
fights to defend affirmative action from 
California to New Jersey. 

All working people, and the organized 
labor movement in particular, have a stake 
in these struggles and in building a move
ment that can combat racism, national op
pression, and the offensive by the wealthy 
families who run the United States. 

We can join fights along with unionists 
on strike at Boeing and Caterpillar, youth 
and others marching for equality for immi
grants and affirmative action, and protests 
against U.S. aggression directed at Cuba. 

The Nation of Islam- as an organiza
tion and in the perspectives its spokespeo
ple put forward - remains a dead end for 
anyone seeking to fight against racism, 
economic depression, and the effects of 
the bipartisan assault against working peo
ple today. 

In the early 1960s Malcolm X had to 
break from the Nation in order to build an 
organization that could do politics, link up 
with fighters around the world, and take 
on the Democrats and Republicans and the 
social order they defend. 

It is only through independent working
class political action that workers can be
gin to know our own capacities and worth. 
Through common action we build bonds 
of human solidarity, break down divisions 
organized and nurtured in class society, 
and create . organizations capable of lead
ing revolutionary struggles. 
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Sunday mobilizations, weekday 
teams are key to meeting goals 
continued from front page 
Militant supporters getting 
together for a brief huddle 
before being dispatched to 
working-class communities. 

"The Sunday teams stay 
out four hours and it's com
mon you will get fl subscrip
tion near the end," Ander
son said. "It's just a matter 
of the longer you're out, 
you meet people and have 
more chances of finding the 
ones who are interested in 
the paper." 

Most teams in Brooklyn 
stay out until they meet their 
own subscription goal. At 
the end of the Sunday sales 
effort, all the teams get back 
together to assess collec
tively the results of the day. 

you have 
planned a spe
cial team or are 
organizing a 
visit to an area 
in your region 
and want to in
vite others to 
join you, so we 
can get this in
formation into 
the next issue 
and help coor
dinate some of 
the efforts inter
nationally. 

In Seattle 

In the last few weeks the 
sales activities have been 
combined with publicizing 
the October 21 demonstra
tion in New York City 
against the U.S. economic 
blockade of Cuba. At the 
State University of New 
York in Stony Brook, Long 
Island, on October 9, a team 
from Brooklyn met a young 
Dominican who said he and 
some friends had organized 

MilitaJ:tt/Greg Rosenberg 
SeUing the Militant, Pathfinder books, and other revolu
tionary literature at Minion Man March October 16. 

teams to the re
gion have 
helped Militant 
supporters 
maximize the 
time spent out 
selling. They 
report that with 
the subscrip
tions that are on 
the way to our 
offices, they 
have reached 
50 percent of 
their goal of 
winning 70 new 
Militant read
ers. Scott Breen 

17 people to attend the march. 
Four people bought subs to the 
Militant, one to Perspectiva 
Mundial, and one New Interna
tional was sold. 

The Sunday mobilizations have 
accounted for the majority of sub
scriptions sold in the New York 
area. Socialist workers are now or
ganizing to designate some week
day evenings as target sales times 
and to extend the Sunday spirit 
into the week. This means setting 
aside all meetings and other tasks 
to make a priority of winning new 
readers of the socialist press and 
campaigning to build events, from 

the march against the U.S. em
bargo of Cuba to demonstrations 
in support of affirmative action to 
protests agairist police brutality. 

Martin Koppel, from Brooklyn 
reports, "If you don't sign up to 
participate in a sales team during 
the week, someone will ask you 
about your plans. That's good; 
that's how you know you're in a 
drive, when everyone is expected 
to join in." 

These steps are necessary to 
shift into high gear and make 
plans for the nine-day target sales 
effort October 28-November 5. 

Please fax the Militant office if 

reported an ali-day team at Wash
ington State University in Pullman 
resulted in seven new Militant 
subscribers and one new sub
scriber to Perspectiva Mundial. 

Another result of that team's 
work, Breen said, is the October 
20 meeting sponsored by the Chi
cano student organization 
MEChA at WSU on "Cuba Today: 
a report from the Cuba Lives Inter
national Youth Festival." 

The visit by Fidel Castro to 
speak at the United Nations is an 
opportunity to sell the socialist 
press at a time when millions will 
be hearing the Cuban leader. 

Interest in Cuba, S. Africa at march 
BY MARY MARTIN 

WASHINGTON, D.C.-
"Hey, What's that headline? 
'Nelson Mandela: Cuba shared the 
trenches with us.' Tell me about 
this newspaper, I want to get one." 

That kind of comment accom
panied many sales of the Militant 
newspaper to participants in the 
Million Man March, according to 
John Staggs of Philadelphia. He 
was part of one Militant sales team 
that sold 70 copies of the paper 

. throughout the day, including 43 
copies at daybreak to march par
ticipants arriving on busses from 
Philadelphia, New York, and other 
East Coast cities. Two co-workers 
from his UAW-organized plant 
who Staggs didn't know well were 
surprised to see him there, asked 
him what the paper was about, and 
bought copies. 

A bright blue banner above the 
Socialist Workers Party booth on 
Constitution A venue announced 
that writings of Che, Lenin, Mal
colm X, Mandela, Marx, and oth
ers were for sale and drew the at
tention of hundreds at the march. 

Brian Taylor, a member of the 
Young Socialists in D.C., helped 
staff the SWP booth. "One person 
who looked at the Militant's cov
erage of workers' struggles for 
freedom and dignity in Quebec 
and Ireland asked, 'What do the 
workers in Quebec and Ireland 
have to do with Black rights here 
in the United States? Can what 
they do help us here?' I told him 
yes, and why I thought so. In the 
course of the discussion, he de
cided to buy a copy of the Militant 
and learn more about the fights be
ing waged by other workers 
around the world," Taylor said. 

By the end of the day more than 
300 copies of the Militant and 
some $600 worth of Pathfinder 
books had been sold. About 50 
volunteers participated in the 
sales. Books and the pamphlets 
sold included the Communist 
Manifesto, Women's Liberation 
and the African Freedom Struggle 
by Thomas Sankara, and many 
books on Cuba and by Malcolm 
X. Six subscriptions to the Mili
tant were sold by teams of sales-

persons from Brooklyn, New 
York, and Newark, New Jersey. 

Most of those who approached 
the main SWP booth and several 
smaller Socialist Workers litera
ture tables got a copy of the Octo
ber 21 Cuba rally leaflet, often as 
an introduction to a discussion on 
Cuba's revolutionary role in help
ing to bring down apartheid in 
South Africa. 

Janice Lynn from Washington, 
D.C., who staffed one of the satel
lite tables of revolutionary litera
ture, described how one person 
who disagreed with the politics 
represented by the books tried to 
discourage people from stopping 
at the table. Lynn said, "He told 
people 'keep moving' and 'don't 
talk to them.' An older Black 
worker who purchased a Militant ; 
and our last copy of Malcolm X on' 
Afro-American History went over 
to tell this individual that he had ' 
no right to tell people what they · 
could or couldn't read, that 
Pathfinder Press has kept Malcolm 
X's writings in print, and that 
these books were important." 

E.ND OF WEEK THREE 
Militant PM PM Nl Nl 

City goal sold % goal sold goal sold 

Greece 5 2 40% 1 4 1 

United States 
Chicago 65 33 51% 20 12 25 4 
Philadelphia 75 37 49% 15 1 15 1 
Cleveland 40 17 43% 10 4 15 1 
Indiana 10 4 40% 0 0 
New Haven 5 2 40% 1 2 
Salt Lake City 50 20 40% 15 3 15 2 
Seattle 70 27 39% 15 8 20 6 
Brooklyn 160 58 36% 50 22 50 22 
Boston 40 14 35% 8 4 16 8 
Birmingham, AL 49 17 35% 5 1 15 
New York 120 38 32% 60 32 50 14 
Houston 55 17 31% 20 9 16 1 
San Francisco 98 30 31% 30 10 60 12 
Atlanta 55 16 29% 18 8 15 
Denver 7 2 29% 3 2 3 
Miami 60 17 28% 20 12 30 7 
Peoria, IL 32 9 28% 2 10 1 
Des Moines 50 14 28% 25 8 20 2 
Greensboro, NC 55 15 27% 10 3 10 
Detroit 65 17 26% 10 2 20 1 
Newark, NJ 130 32 25% 35 18 40 7 
Twin Cities, MN 70 17 24% 12 2 20 5 
Los Angeles 120 27 23% 75 29 75 18 
Tucson 5 1 20% 2 2 1 
Morgantown, WV 48 9 19% 2 
Washington, DC 45 8 18% 15 4 20 4 
Pittsburgh 65 10 15% 5 1 15 1 
Albany 7 0% 1 5 
Cincinnati 8 0% 2 2 

Total U.S. 1659 508 31% 488 195 586 118 

Canada 
Vancouver 45 18 40% 6 20 3 
Toronto" 50 14 28% 10 3 25 4 
Montreal 50 12 24% 12 5 30 10 

Total 145 44 30% 28 8 75 17 

Britain 
London 35 12 34% 10 4 25 5 
Sheffield 12 4 33% 1 3 
Manchester 40 9 23% 1 1 20 8 

Total 87 25 29% 12 5 48 13 

Sweden 
Stockholm 20 6 30% 15 13 20 9 
Malm6 2 0 0% 2 1 1 

Total 22 6 27% 17 14 21 9 

New Zealand 
Auckland 18 5 28% 1 15 12 
Christchurch 8 1 13% 1 3 
Wellington 2 0% 0 1 

Total 28 6 21% 2 0 19 12 

Australia 15 2 13% 3 3 12 5 
France 6 0% 5 1 20 11 
Iceland 10 0% 1 3 
Puerto Rico 2 0% 6 4 4 2 

International Total 1979 593 30% 561 228 792 188 
Goal/Should be at 1950 741 38% 525 200 750 285 

" increased goal 
IN THE UNIONS 

Australia 
AWU-FIME 2 0 0 

Canada 
CEP 4 1 2 
lAM 1 1 
USWA 5 0% 0 2 
Canada total 10 0 1 0 5 0 

New Zealand 
EU 
MWU 2 0% 0 0 
New Zealand total 2 0% 0 0 

Sweden 
Metal union 1 2 

United States 
lAM 59 9 15% 9 1 17 
OCAW 20 2 10% 
UAW 65 6 9% 10 2 17 
UFCW 
UMWA 3 
UNITE 20 0% 19 8 
USWA 28 0% 
UTU 58 0% 3 17 
U.S. Total 250 20 8% 41 3 59 0 
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International rallies 
held to defend Cuba· 

The following are reports on demon
strations organized in several imperial
ist countries to protest the U.S. eco
nomic war against Cuba. 

BY JACQUES SALFATI 
PARIS - Rallies were· held October 7 

in several French cities to protest the eco
nomic warfare which the United States has 
been waging against the Cuban revolu
tion. The national day of action against the 
embargo was called at the initiative of 
France-Cuba, the principle Cuba solidarity 
association in this country. The actions 
were in response to the decisions made at 
an international solidarity conference held 
in Havana in November 1994. 

Rallies were held in Paris, Strasbourg, 
Bordeaux, and Marseilles. They were sup
ported by various Cuba solidarity associa
tions as well as by the CGT and the SNES
FSU trade union confederations, teachers 
unions, the French Communist Party and 
the Movement of Communist Youth of 
France, the Revolutionary Communist 
League (LCR), and the Communist Orga
nizing Committee. 

Rallies were held in front of the U.S. 
embassy in Paris and at U.S. consulates in 
the other cities. Five hundred demonstra
tors rallied in Paris with banners denounc-

Some people waved Cuban 
El Salvador demanding an end to 

ing the blockade and the Helms-Burton 
bill, currently debated in U.S. Congress. 
This proposed legislation aims · to signifi
cantly tighten Washington's embargo of 
the island. Andre Lajoinie represented the 
French Communist Party at the Paris rally 
and Alain Krivine spoke for the LCR. It 
was an unusually sunny day in Paris and a 
loudspeaker truck playing Cuban music 
and selling drinks gave the event a festive 
atmosphere. 

A number of the participants had re
cently attended the "Cuba Vive" youth 
festival held in Havana this summer. 

BY EUGEN LEPOU 
AUCKLAND, New Zealand- Some 

25 people picketed the US consulate here 
on October 10 to protest the 36-year-old 
economic blockade of Cuba, in particular 
a recent effort by Washington to tighten 
the blockade when the U.S. House of Rep
resentatives passed the Helms-Burton Bill. 

James Robb, the Communist League 
candidate for mayor of Auckland, ad
dressed the pickets. He was a participant 
in the "Cuba Lives" festival that took 
place in Havana, Cuba, in August of this 
year. Robb explained; "They say that the 
Cuban revolution is dying but while I was 

in· Cuba I participated in a 
half-a-million strong 
march in support of the 
revolution. If the revolu
tion is dying why is Wash
ington tightening the 
blockade around this 
country? It's because they 
realize that rather than the 
revolution becoming 
weaker it has proven its 
strength in recent times." 

Some weeks before the 
picket, the Cuban Consul 
General to Australia, Mar
cellino Fajardo, addressed 
a public meeting in Auck
land on October f. Fajardo 
announced the : visit 6f 
Cuban foreign minister 
Roberto Robaina to New 
Zealand scheduled for the 
first week of December. 
Robaina will visit Aus
tralia and New Zealand to 
meet with government of
ficials of the two countries 

Militant/Emiliano Sena 
Demonstration of 10,000 people in Rome, Italy, October 7 defending the Cuban 
revolution. Opposition to Washington's economic war against Cuba is growing. 

for trade talks. 
Organizers of the picket encouraged 

participants at the protest to get out the 
word of Robaina's visit as broadly as pos
sible and invited the picketers to get in
volved in helping to build any public ac
tivities that may be held for Robaina while 
he is in New Zealand. 

BY GEORGES MEHRABIAN 
ATHENS, Greece- On October 16 

nearly 300 people marched to the U.S. em
bassy in Athens and rallied outside the 

compound to oppose the Washington 's 
embargo on Cuba. People chanted, 
"Hands off Cuba," "Cuba si, Yankee no," 
and "The blockade will be broken by the 
people's struggle." The march and rally 
were called by the Greek -Cuba Friendship 
Society and supported by other groups, in
cluding the General Federation of Labor. 

Jacques Salfati is an autoworker and 
member of the CGT in Paris; Eugen 
Lepou is a member of the United Food, 
Beverage and General workers union in 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

Cuban youth leaders begin 
speaking tour across Canada 
BY PATRICIA O'BEIRNE 

MONTREAL- Maria del Carmen 
Barroso, a leader of the Union of Young 
Communists of Cuba (UJC) and a member 
of .the Federation of Cuban Women, and 
Joel Queipo, a leader of the Federation of 
University Students of Cuba (FEU), will 
arrive in Montreal October 29 to begin a 
three-week tour across Canada. 

Barroso and Queipo will speak in public 
meetings on university and college cam'
puses about how Cuban youth are defend
ing the socialist revolution in a period of 
economic crisis. They will also learn first-

hand about the situation facing working 
people and youth in an imperialist country 
like Canada. They will go to picket lines, 
and meet with workers, Native people, 
and ()tilers. . , .. . . 

Barroso and Queipo will begin their 
speaking tour with a five-day visit in Van
couver starting October 30. Meetings are 
planned at several campuses in Vancouver 
and Victoria, British Columbia. At Lan
gara College the student union building 
will have displays on Cuba and activities 
for the Cuban youth for an entire day. The 
youth, leaders will also visit a picket line of 
workers on strike against Horizon Air. 

Cuban student leader tours the UK 
As part of fund-raising .efforts for the 

tour, the Cuban Youth Tour committee in 
Vancouver is showing videos on October 
19 from the International Youth Festival, 
which took place in Cuba last August. 

BY ROBERT CREASY 
AND JONATHAN SILBERMAN 

LONDON -"At every meeting at 
which I've spoken, people ask 'what will 
happen in Cuba when Fidel Castro dies?' 
But the Cuban revolution is more than one 
man. It couldn't have survived otherwise," 
said Cuban student leader, Kenia Serrano. 
Serrano was addressing a spirited l ,200-
strong protest against the U.S. economic 
blockade here at the conclusion of her 
month-long tour of Britain. (See article 
facing page.) 

"A majority of Cubans are under 30 
years of age," Serrano went on. "The con
tinuing support for the revolution shows 
that millions of young people in 
Cuba - not just the government, let alone 
one man - are committed to defending 
the revolution. 

"What's so important about Fidel Cas
tro are his ideas, his example, his leader
ship. These will never die. In this sense, 
great revolutionaries never die. Che Gue
vara will never die! Jose Marti will never 
die! Julio Antonio Mella will never die! 
Malcolm X will never die! Fidel Castro 
will never die!" 

In the course of her tour, organized by 
the Cuba Solidarity Campaign (CSC), Ser
rano addressed college and public meet
ings and conducted interviews with the 
media. She attended the Labour Party con
ference and addressed a meeting there that 
attracted 70 people. In Sheffield, South 
Yorkshire, she was the featured speaker at 
a regional gathering that drew 60 people 
for in-depth discussions about the Cuban 
revolution. 

Serrano spoke in Aberdeen in the north 

of Scotland, in Birmingham in the Mid
lands, and in Brighton on the south coast. 
She met with thousands, including mem
bers of parliament, trade unionists, Latin 
Americans living in Britain, and fighters 
for democratic rights. 

As international relations secretary of 
the Federation of University Students in 
Cuba, she said_ she was particularly 
pleased to be able to make contact with 
student leaders. On October 20 she will 
meet with Jim Murphy, president of the 
National Union of Students. At South 
Bank University, where Serrano spoke to 
a meeting of 50 hosted by the college 
Afrikan Society, she was able to meet with 
local student union vice-president Ruhul 
Tarafder. Following the meeting, Tarafder 
said he would seek to deepen links be
tween their two organizations, and will 
support an international youth brigade to 
Cuba scheduled for the summer of 1996. 

Lively question-and-answer sessions 
were a feature of all the meetings at which 
she spoke. Many people wanted to know 
if young people were as committed to de
fending the revolution as the older genera
tion. At the first meeting of the tour on 
September 22, hosted by North-West Lon
don CSC, Serrano explained that young 
.people were not ignorant pf conditions in 
the world. By word of mouth, films and 
TV, people were aware. Through. interna
tionalist missions, hundreds of thousands 
of Cuban volunteers have worked abroad 
as doctors, teachers, and soldiers. 

During the tour, news of the new for
eign investment law adopted by the Cuban 
Rational assembly in September hit 
Britain. Several people asked about the 
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implications of this law - giving foreign
ers the right to own real estate and enter
prises in most sectors of the economy. 

At a meeting hosted by North-East Lon
don CSC, Serrano said that she didn' t an
ticipate a rush of foreign capital into the 
country to buy the place up. "Fidel Castro 
has explained that the problem isn 't too 
much but too little," she said, emphasizing 
that many Cubans were aware of the risks 
involved. "That's why the Cuban govern
ment retains the right to decide on each 
and every proposal. Every case of foreign 
investment is scrutinized at the highest 
level before proceeding. The Cuban labor 
code must be respected. The state will 
continue to defend the interests of working 
people. 

"There is a big discussion around this in 
Cuba. A recent conference discussed the 
problem of corruption involving Cubans 
working in joint ventures," she noted. 
"There is also a lot of discussion around 
measures to cut excess labor in attempts to 
make enterprises more efficient." 

The student leader said that discussion 
continues on the introduction of taxes on 
wages as part of a new tax system. "This 
decision has not yet been implemented be
cause most working people are not ready 
for it," she said. "There are many sugges
tions about what a tax system would be 
like. Personally I believe the country is not 
prepared for any system, and I don't think 
one should be implemented - after all the 
workers produce all the wealth, all the 
goods and services." 

At each meeting, Serrano appealed for 
the maximum pressure on the U.S. gov
ernment to defeat the measure. 

The next stop will be the Toronto area 
November 5-12. The Cuban youth leaders 
will meet with workers at the Ford Elec
tronics factory, and will speak at meetings 
in Toronto, Guelph, London, Etobicoke, 
and Hamilton, Ontario. 

Barroso and Queipo have also been in
vited to address the national convention of 
the Canadian Federation of Students 
(CFS) to be held in Ottawa at the end of 
their visit. The CFS was the main orga
nizer of a nationwide student action last 
January that brought together 100,000 
English-speaking and Quebecois youth to 
protest cuts to university funding. 

The Cuban youth tour will be in the 
Montreal area November 12-19, where 
Barroso and Queipo will meet with some 
of the 750 workers on strike at the Ken
worth truck assembly plant. Workers at 
Stylecraft, a watchband factory, have also 
invited the two Cuban youth leaders to a 
supper meeting. Several campus meetings 
are also scheduled, including at one col
lege where a group of students are plan
ning a study trip to Cuba next year. 

Activists building the tour in Montreal 
and Toronto have been publicizing the 
project at demonstrations and other politi
cal events. 

In Montreal some of the 9,000 students 
who protested cuts to education funding 
on September 20 picked up information on 
the tour, and several volunteered to help 
publicize it on their campuses. 

To find out more information, or to help 
with any aspect of this project, call the 
Cuban Youth Tour in Canada, at (514) 
284-0436 in Montreal, (416) 536-8901 in 
Toronto, or (604) 439-2451 in Vancouver. 



October 14 actions 
Contined from front page 
would significantly tighten the U.S. em
bargo. "Our demonstration is timely in 
protesting the blockade and the [Helms
Burton] bill and urging Clinton to veto it," 
said Saucedo as she asked the demonstra
tion participants to sign a huge banner that 
will be sent to Washington, D.C., in 
protest of U.S. government policy. 

Rallying around four demands directed 
against Washington- "End the U.S. eco
nomic blockade of Cuba," "Lift the U.S. 
travel ban," "Normalize relations with 
Cuba," and "Respect Cuba's self-deter
mination"- participants in the October 
14 march traveled to San Francisco from 
around the Western region of the United 
States and Canada. 

A host of speakers addressed the crowd 
both at the UN Plaza and later at Jefferson 
Park. Walter Johnson, president of the San 
Francisco Labor Council, expressed his 
opposition to the blockade against Cuba. 
Johnson has long supported exchanges be
tween trade unionists in the United States 
and those in Cuba to break down the barri
ers between working people put up by the 
U.S. government. Other speakers included 
Holly Fincke, one of the four national co
ordinators of the NNOC; local leaders of 
the Cuba solidarity movement; and anum
ber of youth representatives who had re
cently traveled to Cuba. 

Among those.participating in the· rally 
was a group of 40 who made the trip down 
to San Francisco from the Seattle area. 
Many of them had heard about the demon
stration through reportback meetings for 
those returning from the Cuba Lives Inter
national Youth Festival in August. 

Marcie Larrson from Fairhaven College 
in Bellingham, Washington, got interested 
in Cuba through her experiences working 
in Argentina last year. ''There is a lot of 
sympathy for Cuba in Argentina, not 
among the upper classes of course, but 
among the people there is," Larrson said. 
"Young people there really support Cuba, 
and look to it as an example." 

Larrson, along with other young people 
on her campus, is trying to get a Cuba soli
darity committee off the ground in 
Bellingham. "It's only a few people right 
now," she said, but they are working to get 
more involved. 

Members of the San Francisco-based 
October 14th Coalition to End the U.S. 
Blockade of Cuba leafleted a demonstra
tion of 5,000 at the University of Califor
nia, Berkeley, October 12. 

Susanna Telles, a student at Berkeley 
High School who walked out of class to 
join in the demonstration, noticed · coali
tion members passing out fliers about the 
October 14 action. 

"I came for the affirmative action rally, 
but I want the blockade ended too," Telles 

said as she took a stack of fliers to dis
tribute. 

A group of 25, mostly young people, 
also made the trip to San Francisco from 
Salt Lake City, Utah. Among them were 
more than half a dozen high school stu
dents. Contingents also joined the march 
from Portland, Oregon; Vancouver, 
British Columbia; and other cities. 

Closing the rally, Miguel Nunez, first 
secretary of the Cuban Interests Section in 
Washington, D.C., expressed his gratitude 
for the solidarity shown by people here for 
the struggle of the Cuban people. 

After the rally 40 young people met to 
make plans to build a youth brigade to 
Cuba in August 1996. 

BY NAOMI CRAINE 
AND CATHY SEDWICK 

CHICAGO- "I hadn't thought it was 
possible to organize this kind of action," 
said Victor A vis, one of 200 people who 
rallied at the Federal building here Octo
ber 14 to protest the U.S. government's 
policies against Cuba. "Now I see a lot of 
possibilities," he added, saying he wants 
to do more to defend Cuba. A vis is a com
munity college student from Minneapolis. 

Participants drove from Michigan, Min
nesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Indiana, Hlinois, 
and elsewhere, including a number who 
were attending their first demonstration in 
defense of Cuba. 

Reid Craig, a student at Knox College 
in Galesburg, illinois, explained, "I want 
to fmd out more about what's going on in 
Cuba. This is my first demonstration and 
my first trip to Chicago." 

Several speakers at the rally and a 
. teach-in afterward denounced the Helms
Burton bill. Rev. Lucius Walker, execu
tive director of IFCO, told the rally that an 
executive order by Clinton supposedly 
easing the travel ban on Cuba "is simply a 
further act of aggression." 

Floyd Davis, a striking member of 
GCIU Local 13 that organizes the embat
tled newspaper strikers in Detroit, said, 
"We have a lot of corporate greed in this 
country. They want to bust all the unions. 
They're demanding our unconditional sur
render. I' in here to speak out against all of 
Corporate America." 

Gisela Lopez from the Chicago Cuba 
Coalition, who chaired rally, read greet
ings from farm activist Larry Ginter and 
UA W Local 270 president Harold Rugg
less, both from Iowa. 

Most participants then marched over to 
a nearby church for lunch and to continue 
discussion at the teach-in. Others showed 
up for the teach-in itself. 

To a standing ovation, Jose Ponce, first 
secretary of the Cuban Interests Section, 
expressed his gratitude on behalf of the 

Activists in Midwest discuss 
future actions to defend Cuba 
BY NORTON SANDLER 

CHICAGO- Activists from around 
the Midwest met here October 15 to evalu
ate the demonstration and teach-in held 
the day before. They noted several posi
tive examples of how the action had 
helped strengthen work in defense of the 
Cuban revolution in this geographic area. 

This regional meeting of the National 
Network on Cuba (NNOC) was attended 
by some 35 representatives and activists 
from Cuba solidarity coalitions and orga
nizations in Chicago; Detroit; Des 
Moines, Iowa; Louisville, Kentucky; 
Kansas City, Missouri; Milwaukee; Pitts
burgh; and the Twin Cities, Minnesota. 

Participants at the Midwest evaluation 
meeting noted that the Chicago event the 
previous day helped attract new forces 
into activity as well as providing impor
tant education on the Cuban revolution to 
those who attended. Others commented on 
the increased collaboration between Cuba 
solidarity groups in cities in the area, and 
how their respective local coalitions had 
been strengthened through this activity. 

The first order of business following the 
evaluation was discussion of the upcom
ing October 21 Cuba demonstration in 
New York City. Ignacio Meneses, one of 
the four national NNOC coordinators and 
an activist in the Justice for Cuba Coali
tion in Detroit, urged the largest possible 

turnout from the Midwest. Several ac
tivists discussed plans to get people from 
their area to the New York demonstration. 

After that discussion, Meneses reported 
that the Detroit-based U.S.-Cuba Labor 
Exchange is organizing delegations of 
trade unionists to Cuba November 18-25 
and again in April. The spring trip will co
incide with the national convention of the 
Central Organization of Cuban Workers. 

Aislinn Pulley, a high school student in 
the Chicago Cuba Coalition, reported on 
the Cuba Lives festival in August that was 
attended by some 1 ,300 participants, in
cluding a delegation of more than . 200 
young people from the United States. 

Activists also reported on the initial 
progress of a newly established NNOC 
task force that is organizing a youth 
brigade to Cuba in August 1996, and on an 
upcoming tour of Cuban youth to the 
United States early next year. 

An activist from Louisville reported 
that Global Exchange is organizing a Vet
erans Tour to Cuba in early November and 
that there is still space available. 

The next national meeting of the Na
tional Network on Cuba will be in Los An
geles on February 10-11. The Chicago 
participants decided that Midwest repre
sentatives will caucus at that meeting, if 
needed, to help coordinate upcoming ac
tivities. 

Militant/Jonathan Silberman 
Protesters march in London against Washington's embargo on Cuba October 14 

Cuban people for this successful activity 
organized against the blockade. 

In his talk Ponce described how work
ers and farmers in Cuba are organizing to 
face the serious economic challenges 
there, triggered by the collapse of aid and 
trade at preferential prices with the former 
Soviet bloc co~ntries. 

"There were people who thought in 
1989 that the revolution was over," he 
said. "We have proved them wrong." 

The discussion that followed covered a 
wide range of questions. 

"Why is it that Cubans in the United 
States speak so badly of their country?" 
asked David Ochoa, a meatpacker in 
Perry, Iowa, originally from Guatemala, 
who came to Chicago with his wife. 

"It depends which Cubans you talk to," 
Ponce replied. "There are Cubans here to
day who think highly of the revolution. 
There are others who lost all their wealth, 
because the revolution took it from them. 
They are tiny minority." 

Armando, an activist in the Chicago 
Cuba Coalition who came from Cuba in 
1980 with the Mariel boatlift, explained, 
"In 1980, of 100,000 Cubans who came 
there was, not one case of tuberculosis. In 
my neighborhood in Chicago, 10 people 
died last year from tuberculosis." 

Stephen Bloodworth from Peoria con
tributed to this article. 

BY TONY HUNT 
LONDON- "Clinton, Major, Hands 

off Cuba!" "Cuba Si, Bloqueo No!" and 
"U.S. out of Guantanamo!" were among 
the slogans posted on placards and 
chanted by a noisy, colorful demonstration 
of 1 ,000 people through central London 
October 14. The action, organized by the 
Cuba Solidarity Campaign (CSC), called 
for an end to Washington's economic 
blockade. 

"Great success" was how Mark Hold
ing, political events officer of the esc, 
described the protest- the first-ever na
tional demonstration in the United King
dom in defense of Cuba's sovereignty. 

Among the marchers, who were joined 
by another 200 people at Trafalgar Square 
for a rally, were contingents from local 
esc groups from most major cities and 
other parts of the country. Many of these 
groups have only begun organizing in the 
last year or two. 

Also marching with their banners were 
members of the Transport and General 
Workers Union (TGWU) 1107 branch at 
the Ford car plant in Dagenham, and Na
tional Union of Mineworkers (NUM) 
members from Tower Colliery in South 
Wales. A Cuban flag was draped around 
the miners' banner. NUM president 
Arthur Scargill addressed the closing rally 
along with John McFaden of the public 
employees union, Unison. TGWU general 
secretary Bill Morris and three other na
tional union leaders sent messages of sup
port. 

Hundreds of young people joined the 
protest. Chris Southworth, 25, who had 
never been on a demonstration before, was 
helping to lead the chanting. "I'm here to 
take a stand against the United States and 
what it is doing to Cuba. We get so much 
disinformation," he said. 

Speakers from several organizations ad
dressed the marchers ·at the beginning of 
the demonstration. Opening the rally at the 
end of the march, Ken Gill, chair of the 

esc, condemned "35 years of bullying 
and blackmail" and announced a year of 
protest activity by his organization. He de
manded that London vote against Wash
ington's sanctions against Cuba in the 
United Nations next month. A giant post
card to British prime minister John Major, 
with this message, was signed by platform 
speakers and march participants. 

Peter Middleton brought greetings from 
the Wolfe Tone Society- an Irish repub
lican organization in Britain. He compared 
Cuba's fight to the struggle for "peace, 
justice, and freedom in Ireland." On Octo
ber 12, Cuban student leader Kenia Ser
rano had addressed London supporters of 
Saoirse, the campaign to free Irish politi
cal prisoners. 

Serrano has been on a month-long 
speaking tour of the United Kingdom, 
sponsored by the esc, and was the last 
speaker at the Trafalgar Square rally. 
Washington, she said, is denying the 
Cuban people "our right to self
determination .... Nineteen fifty-nine has to 
be remembered as the year that Cuba 
gained its independence, when the dream 
came true for the first time in history. Now 
we say we are the owners of our country." 

BY CATHARINA TIRSEN 
STOCKHOLM - "Cuba is not like the 

picture we get in the mass · media here," 
said Hans Goran Franck from the Social 
Democratic Party, speaking at a demon
stration of 1 ,000 here October 14. "If it 
were like that, we would not have seen 
more · than 1,000 young people from al
most 70 countries assemble at a youth fes
tival in Havana in August. They went to 
offer solidarity to the people of Cuba." 

The demonstration, initiated by the 
Sweden-Cuba Friendship Association af
ter a call for international actions at a soli
darity conference in Havana last Novem
ber, had been built for several months and 
gained the support of more than 50 organi
zations. People came in buses from as far 
away as Malmo in the south of Sweden. 

"Solidarity has always been associated 
with Cuba, which has offered solidarity all 
over the world," said Hans Andersson, 
member of parliament from the Left Party. 

Eva Bjorklund, president of the 
Sweden-Cuba Friendship Association, 
wound up the rally before the march, 
pointing to the different solidarity actions 
in Chicago, San Francisco, and London 
taking place the same day. 

Slogans like "Cuba, Cuba Solidarity," 
"U.S. Out of Guantanamo," and "End the 
blockade against Cuba" echoed on the 
streets of central Stockholm during the 
busy shopping hours of Saturday after
noon, as the march wound toward the U.S. 
embassy. 

At the end of the demonstration more 
than I 00 participants responded to the call 
to join a Solidarity Forum to discuss future 
work in defense of Cuba. Martin Mora, the 
Cuban ambassador to Sweden, spoke and 
answered questions for over an hour. Mu
sic and food were interspersed with pre
sentations, including on an upcoming tour 
of Union of Young Communists leader 
Jonathan Quiros, whose arrival in Sweden 
has been delayed by tightened visa condi
tions imposed on Cubans visiting Europe. 
Participants also heard information on a 
container to be shipped by boat to Cuba, 
as well as presentations by two partici
pants at the recent Cuba Lives youth festi
val. 
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Discussion on 'Marx's Marxism' in Cuba 
The following are excerpts of an arti

cle that appeared in the July-August is
sue of La Gaceta de Cuba, the magazine 
of the Union of Writers and Artists of 
Cuba (UNEAC). It appeared under the 
title, "On the lOOth anniversary of 
Frederick Engels's death: History and 
Marxism." 

The article was based on a talk given 
at the Department of Philosophy and 
History of the University of Havana in 
January 1994. The translation and sub
titles are by the Militant. 

BY FERNANDO MARTINEZ 
HEREDIA 

standpoint - of concrete situations in Eu
ropean societies, and presented with total 
consistency the anticolonial struggle as 
part of the revolution. But above all he 
was a practical politician, the indisputable 
leader of an effectively organized party 
that resolved to take power in Russia and 
carry out a communist revolution and did 
so. 

The Bolshevik victory modified and 
. broadened the object of Marxism, and cre
ated a veritable cultural pole for revolu
tionaries in Europe and other countries. It 
is impossible to speak of Marxism or un
derstand it without taking into account this 
stage. Ernesto Guevara left us the intelli
gent advice to read everything - "right 
up to the last page"- written by Lenin 

since the beginning of the experience of 
Soviet power in .1917. 

It is also necessary to study Leon Trot
sky, a theoretician devoted to Marx and a 
profound political analyst, who was some
times visionary, as a historian, above all in 
his master work, The History of the Rus
sian Revolution, which combines an ex
traordinary historical tableau with a great 
analytical richness and valuable method
ology. 

It is necessary to appropriate for our
selves the theoretical contributions of the 
Marxist and revolutionary dialectical phi
losophy of Karl Korsch and of Lukacs, au
thor ofHistory and Class Consciousness, 
of the thinking of a left that considered the 
events in theory as functions of the histori-

cal movement. To take up the rich variety 
of positions and courses advanced by 
Ernst Bloch, Wilhelm Reich, or the Frank
furt Institute. To study and discuss the 
powerful and open work of Antonio 
Gramsci, the most outstanding and last 
great European thinker of the current 
opened by Lenin. To critically study and 
adopt the compiex flourishing of intellec
tual practices and social thinking carried 
out by many Europeans in the heat of the 
struggles, needs, most diverse influences, 
experiments, polemics, and limits of revo
lutionary efforts. 

The end of that process and the estab
lishment of a post-revolutionary regime in 
the Soviet Union in the 1930s 

Continued on Page 12 
The question of what constitutes the 

Marxism of Marx in Cuba is very difficult. 
This is true for at least five reasons: the 
lack of enough direct sources; the limited 
use of adequate studies on this subject; a 
thick, accumulated layer of vulgar inter
pretations and absurd arguments pretend
ing to be Marxist that were imposed on us 
as ideological requirements; little real use 
of Marx's Marxism in the theoretical 
realm of our ideas and scientific work; and 
the recent loss of interest in Marxism .... 

Cuban poet discusses artistic freedom 

The socialist parties and labor federa
tions in Europe that constituted the Second 
International sponsored the first Marxism, 
proclaimed as the official doctrine of so
cialism, its organizations, and its body of 
ideas. This socialism "of the golden age" 
alternated with bourgeois cultural domina
tion and gradually adapted to it. 

In social-democratic Marxism, the 
dominant current - although not the only 
one - was evolutionism and scientism of 
the "materialist conception of history" va
riety, represented by Kautsky (and 
Plekhanov), for whom society was a 
corollary of nature and socialism was a 
consequence of the advance of the civi
lization that the bourgeoisie imposed on 
the world. Orthodoxy (Kautsky) and revi
sionism (Bernstein) were its two faces, 
complementary in politics although con
flicting in theory. Edward Bernstein not 
only theorized revisionism; he proclaimed 
the ideological importance of moral con
science and advocated a return to Kant. 

From a different political position, for
eign to both of those, Rosa Luxemburg ad
vocated mass, democratic revolution, 
based on " the firm ground of objective 
historic necessity" that she believed she 
demonstrated in trying to finish Marx' s 
economic theory. 

Lenin and the Bolshevik revolution 
Revolution, economic theory, political 

theory, Marxism, and materialism were 
Lenin's themes, who-- without expressly 
questioning the theoretical basis of 
orthodoxy -produced the most impor
tant work of the whole period. Lenin es
tablished a communist anti-revisionism, 
defended the dictatorship of the prole
tariat, advocated the theory of the state of 
Marx and the Commune, although not its 
spontaneism. 

He elaborated a more developed theory 
of capitalism, made more contributions 
than anyone to the complex 
analysis - from a revolutionary political 

Subscribe to 

La Gaceta oe Cu[!a 

BY VANESSA KNAPTON 
LOS ANGELES - "Despite the in

creased economic hardships caused by the 
U.S. embargo, there is greater artistic free
dom than ever before in Cuba today," 
Norberto Codina explained. He was 
speaking to a group of students who had 
turned out to a meeting at the University 
of California-Los Angeles (UCLA) to 
hear the Cuban poet and editor. 

Codina, editor of La Gaceta de Cuba, a 
cultural magazine published by the Union 
of Writers and Artists of Cuba (UNEAC), 
spoke at several events in Los Angeles as 
part of a four-week lecture tour that began 
in Washington, D.C., and continues in 
Houston and New York. Carlos Ugalde, a 
professor at Glendale Community Col
lege, and John Shapley, president of 
UCLA's Graduate Students Association, 
gave introductory remarks at the meeting. 
Both are part of the Norberto Codina Lec
tures Committee, which sponsored his 
four-city tour. 

Codina noted that in the United States 
there is a perception that the Cuban gov
ernment interferes with artistic freedom 
and that artists in Cuba must either be un
derground or on the payroll of the govern
ment, and that they have to be members of 
the Communist Party to travel abroad. 

"This is not true," Codina said. "I my
self am not a member of the Communist 
Party and though I am an employee of the 
government, I am not a docile one." As edi
tor of La Gaceta, Codina added, "I face no 
censorship board; I answer to no censors." In 
fact, he stated, artists and "art have never 
been more audacious, have never been freer · 
in Cuba than they are today." 

About 80 people turned out to hear the 
Cuban writer speak at Macondo Cultural 
Center on the economic and political con
ditions artists face in Cuba. The event was 
chaired by Paula Solomon, co-chair of the 
Los Angeles Coalition in Solidarity with 
Cuba. 

Even with the current economic crisis, 
exacerbated by the added restrictions on 
trade and travel imposed last year by the 
Clinton administration, Cuba still has been 
able to maintain its most important cul
tural institutions. It continues to sponsor 
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·Militant/Greg Rosenberg 
Codina (second from right) at George Washington University in Washington, D.C. 

numerous cultural events - international 
film festivals, the Havana Book Fair, and 
international photography exhibits - and 
provide scholarships for artists. 

This is only possible, Codina under
lined, "because of the generalization of 
culture and art at all levels of society." He 
explained that one of the significant 
achievements of the Cuban revolution of 
1959 was the encouragement of artistic 
and cultural development for students, 
workers, and peasants. This began, he 
said, with the literacy campaigns of the 
early 1960s through which virtually all 
workers and peasants in Cuba learned to 
read and continued with systematic efforts 
to raise the level of schooling of the entire 
population, young and old. These cam
paigns opened up academic possibilities 
for Cubans that are unparalleled in Latin 
America and even in much wealthier 
countries. 

With the creation of art schools all over 
the country from primary to high school 
level, Cubans "fought against the concept 
of art only for the elite," Codina empha
sized. It became possible for artists, even 
for those who were from working-class or 
peasant families, to "become professionals 
and travel to other countries to show their 
work." 

Many of the current discussions in 
Cuba on art and culture are reflected in the 
pages of La Gaceta. Hotly debated topics 
like gays, religion, and the problem of 
prostitution in Cuba are all discussed in 
the magazine. 

Cuba is not a dreamland, as some peo
ple may want to say, Codina remarked, 
but also it is not as bad as some portray it. 
"Cuba is not a paradise, and it is not a 
hell." Cuban artists are conscious of these 
realities and they reflect that in their art. 

For example, the recent phenomenon of 
beggars in Cuba has been a shock to him 
as it is to other Cubans, Codina com
mented, and he incorporated it into one of 
his poems. "Until recently, I had only 
heard stories about homeless Cubans in 
prerevolutionary Cuba. Still, the small 
number of beggars in all of Cuba today 
would pale in comparison to the beggars 

in Washington, D.C. alone." 
During his one-week visit in this area, 

the editor of La Gaceta was sponsored by 
faculty members at California State Uni
versity-Los Angeles, UCLA, and Glen
dale Community College. He also spoke at 
two bookstores, including a meeting of 
about 30 at Arroyo Bookstore, which was 
attended by a number of people from the 
largely Mexican community. 

Codina met with Mayor William Pa
parian of Pasadena and some of his staff. 
Paparian expressed his strong opposition 
to the U.S. embargo of Cuba. He extended 
an open invitation to other Cubans to visit 
the city and expressed interest in visiting 
Cuba himself. Also at the meeting were 
the city manager and the director of the 
Pasadena city libraries. 

By the end of the week, Cuba solidarity 
activists had sold 25 copies of La Gaceta 
at Codina' s meetings. They also made 
plans to sytematically contact a number of 
people who expressed interest in subscrib
ing to fue magazine, which is distributed 
in the United States by Pathfinder. 

Come hear Norberto Codina 
in New York 

October 24 - York College 
at 12 noon 

Sponsor: Student Government 
For information: (718) 262-2888 

October 25 - New York University 
Sponsor: Spanish and Portuguese 

Departments 
For information: (212) 998-8776 

October 25- Hunter College West 
Room 217 at 8:00 p.m. 

Sponsor: Latin American & Caribbean 
Studies, Black & Puerto Rican Studies 

For information: (212) 772-4286 

October 27- Biblios 
317 Church St. at 7:00 p.m. 

For information: (212) 334-6990 

October 28 - Casa De Las Americas 
104 W. 14th Street at 7:30p.m. 

For information: (212) 675-2584 



The Cuban Revolution in World Politics 

To Speak the Truth 
Why Washington's 'Cold War' against 
Cuba Doesn't End 
FIDEL CASTRO 
CHEGUEVARA 
In historic speeches before the United 
Nations and its bodies, Guevara and 
Castro address the workers of the 
world, explaining why the U.S. 
government is determined to destroy 
the example set by the socialist 
revolution in Cuba and why its effort 

will fail. $16.95 
(special offer $12.70) 

The Second 
Declaration of 
Havana 
In 1962, as the 
example of Cuba's 
socialist revolution 
spread throughout 
the Americas, the 
workers and farmers 

The Second 
Declaration 
of Havana 

?~ 
Jf·· ~\.~4\l 
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2 5 o/o discount 
with introductory subscription to the 
Militant and to members of the 
Pathfinder Readers Club 
Offer ends October 31 

In Defense of Socialism 
Four Speeches on the 30th Anniversary of 
the Cuban Revolution, 1988-89 
FIDEL CASTRO 
Not only is economic and social 
progress possible without the dog-eat
dog competition of capitalism, Castro 
argues, but socialism remains the only 
way forward for humanity. $13.95 
(special offer $10.45) 

The Changing Face of U.S. Politics 
Working-Class Politics 
and the Trade Unions 
JACK BARNES 
A handbook for 
workers coming into 
the factories, mines, 
and mills, as they· 
react to the uncertain 
life, ceaseless turmoil, 
and brutality of 
capitalism in the 
closing years of the twentieth century. 

Che Guevara and the Fight 
for Socialism Today 
Cuba Confronts the World 
Crisis of the '90s-
MARY-ALICE WATERS of Cuba issued their 

uncompromising call for a continent
wide revolutionary struggle. Also 
available in French. Booklet $4.50 
(special offer $3.35) 

The Bolivian 
Diary of Emesto 
Che Guevara 
Guevara's account, 
newly translated, of 
the 1966-67 guerrilla 
struggle ifl Bolivia. A 
day-by-day chronicle 
by one of the central 
leaders of the Cuban 

The Communist Manifesto 
KARL MARX, FREDERICK ENGELS 
Founding document of the modern 
working-class movement, published in 
1848. Booklet $2.50 (special offer 
$1.90) 
Also available in Spanish $5.00 (special 
offer $3.75) 

How Far We Slaves Have Come! 
South Africa and Cuba 
in Today's World 
NELSON MANDELA 
FIDEL CASTRO 

It shows how millions of workers, as 
political resistance grows, will 
revolutionize themselves, their unions, 
and all of society. $19.95 (special 
offer $14.95) 

Che Guevara: Economics 
and Politics in the 
Transition to Socialism 
CARLOS TABLADA 
Quotes extensively from Guevara's 
writings and speeches on building 
socialism. Explains the interrelationship 
of the m<jrket, economic planning, 
material incentives, and voluntary work; 
and why "profit" and other capitalist 
categories cannot be yardsticks for 
measuring progress in the transition to 
socialism. Also available in Spanish and 
French $17.95 (special offer S 13.45) 

Socialism can be built only by free men 
and women working together to lay the 
foundations for a new society and 
transforming themselves in the process. 
That commitment was championed in 
action by Ernesto Che Guevara in the 
early years of the Cuban revolution. It 
remains a living legacy for Cuban 
working people today. Also available in 
Spanish, French, and Icelandic. 

revolution of the campaign to forge a 
continent-wide revolutionary 
movement of workers and peasants 
capable of contending for state power. 
$21.95 
(special offer $16.45) 

Lenin's Final Fight 
Speeches and Writings, 1922-23 
V.I. LENIN 
The record of Lenin's last battle to 
maintain the proletarian course with 
which the Bolshevik Party led the 
workers and peasants to overthrow the 
power of the landlords and capitalists 
of the former tsarist empire and initiate 
a world communist movement. $19.95 
(special offer $14.95) 

Speaking together in 
Cuba in 1991, 
Mandela and Castro 
discuss the unique 
relationship and 
example of the 
struggles of the South 
African and Cuban peoples. $8.95 
(special offer $6.70) Also available in 
Spanish $10.95 (special offer $8.50) 

Teamster Rebellion 
FARRELL DOBBS 
First in a four-part series on the 1930s 
strikes and organizing drive (see ad on 
page 11). $16.95 (special offer $12.70) 

Selected Speeches of Fidel 
Castro 
Includes 1961 speech, "I Shall Be a 
Marxist-Leninist to the End of My Life." 
8Y2 x 11 format $14.00 
(special offer $10.50) 

Dynamics of the Cuban 
Revolution 
A Marxist Appreciation 
JOSEPH HANSEN 
How did the Cuban revolution come 
about? Why does it represent, as 
Joseph Hansen put it, an "unbearable 
challenge" to U.S. imperialism? What 
political challenges has it confronted? 
This compilation, written with polemical 
clarity as the revolution advanced, is 
irreplaceable in understanding the 
Cuban revolution today. $20.95 
(special offer $15.70) 

Booklet $3.50 (special offer $2.65) 

The Origin of the Family, 
Private Property, 
and the State 
FREDERICK 
ENGELS, 
INTRODUCTION BY 
EVELYN REED 
How the emergence 
of class-divided 
society gave rise to 
repressive state bodies 
and family structures 
that protect the property of the ruling 
layers and enable them to pass along 
wealth and privilege. $16.95 
(special offer $12.70) 

Che Guevara and the 
Cuban Revolution 
Writings and Speeches of Ernesto Che 
Guevara 
$21.95 (special offer $16.45) 

No.lO 
Defending Cuba, Defending Cub~' s 
Socialist Revolution 

by Jack Barnes. Also available in Spanish, 
French, and Swedish. $14.00 

No.8 
•The Politics of Economics: Che Guevara and 
Marxist Continuity by Steve Clark and Jack 
Barnes BY MARY-ALICE WATERS No.9 
•Che's Contribution to the Cuban Economy 
by Carlos Rafael Rodriguez 

Despite the political and economic difficulties of 
the special period, Cuba's workers and farmers 
continue to defend their political power, their 
independence and sovereignty, and the historic 
course they set out on more than 35 years ago. In 
New International no. 10, together with 
"Imperialism's March toward Fascism and War, " 

• The Triumph of the Nicaraguan Revolution 
•Washington's Contra War and the Challenge 
of Forging Proletarian Leadership 
•The Political Degeneration of the FSLN and 
the Demise of the Workers and Farmers 
Government 

•The Creativity of Che's Economic Thought by 
Carlos Tablada 

Also available in Spanish. $14.00 

• On the Concept of Value and The Meaning 
of Socialist Planning two articles by Ernesto Che 
Guevara Also available in Spanish. $10.00 

Available from bookstores listed on page 12, or from Pathfinder, 41 0 West St., New York, NY 100 14. 
If ordering by mail please include $3.00 for the first book and SO.SO for each additional title to cover sh1pp1ng and handlmg. 
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In ,s. Africa, India,··boOkS 
on Cuba are best-sellers 

"I depend on Pathfinder books and the 
New International to get a scientific un
derstanding of the world." That's how Hu
udu Y ahaya explained why he spent every 
penny he could afford to buy four 
Pathfinder books and two issues of the 
Marxist magazine New International. Ya-

books and pamphlets and 10 copies of the 
New International. The best seller was To 
Speak the Truth with four copies sold. 
This book contains speeches by Fidel Cas
tro and Ernesto Che Guevara. Eighteen of 
the 41 titles sold were on the Cuban revo
lution. Other popular sellers were Lenin's 

PATHFINDER 
AROUND THE WORLD 

haya, from Accra, Ghana, met socialists 
from the United States who had set up a 
table with Pathfinder books and other lit
erature at the Southern Africa-Cuba soli
darity conference in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, October 6-8. 

Y ahaya said he had met Pathfmder sup
porters in Cuba a couple of years ago and 
bought some books. This time he pur
chased Lenin's Final Fight, Malcolm X: 
The Last Speeches, Dynamics of the 
Cuban Revolution, To Speak the Truth: 
Why Washington's 'Cold War' against 
Cuba Doesn't End, and copies of New In
ternational nos. 9 and 10. He also sub
scribed to the Militant. 

A few other people who had seen 
Pathfmder books before had a similar re
action to Yahaya. Derrick Moyo, for ex
ample, a member of the Cuba solidarity 
group FOCUS in Pretoria, had picked up 
several titles in the United States a year 
ago. This time he purchased five titles, 
most of them on Cuba, and renewed his 
subscription to the Militant. 

Altogether, $375 worth of socialist liter
ature was sold to many of the participants 
in the meeting, including 41 Pathfinder 

By Sara Lobman 

Final Fight, The Communist Manifesto, 
and books by Malcolm X. 

A table featuring Pathfinder books and 
pamphlets attracted much interest at the 
Asian-Pacific Region Conference for Soli
darity with Cuba in Calcutta, India, 
September 22-24. 

Within two hours of it being set up, all 
the books by Leon Trotsky, a central 
leader of the Russian revolution, had been 
sold. Especially in demand were Trotsky's 
writings on the degeneration of the revolu
tion, contained in The Revolution Be
trayed and In Defense of Marxism. Several 
of those interested in the books explained 
that they were seeking to understand what 
is happening in politics since the collapse 
of the former Soviet Union. 

Two union officials fromNepal com
bined their money to buy Teamster Rebel
lion. An Indian delegate involved in the 
bank workers union came by one day and 
purchased The Changing Face of U.S. 
Politics: Working-Class Politics and the 
Trade Unions. The next day he was back 
to discuss the contents of the book. 

"The push to ex
pose GW [George 
Washington Univer
sity] students to so
cialism started off 
with a bang in 
September as the 
Pathfinder book
store, a 'center for 
books, discussion, 
and working class 
political activity' 
had its Grand Open
ing at a new loca
tion,' " began an ar
ticle in the Authority, 
a newspaper at the 
Washington, D.C., 
university. 

"Pathfinder car
ries revolutionary 
writings, including 
books about the 
Cuban revolution, 

Militant/Roman Kane 
Selling socialist literature at Cuba solidarity conference held 
in Johannesburg, South Africa, October 6-8. 

the Russian revolution, and many books 
about or by revolutionary leaders, many of 
which express socialist ideals," the article 
notes. 

Mary Martin, a member of the Socialist 
Workers Party who volunteers at the 
Pathfinder bookstore, explained to Au
thority correspondent Jeff Baxter that she 
often helps set up tables at the university 
that include Pathfmder books. "It's a way 
to get the truth out about the Cuban revo
lution, the South African revolution, the 
women's movement, and all these ideas 
are kept in print in the books that 
Pathfinder prints and distributes," she 
said. 

A recent table on the campus, for exam
ple, staffed by Martin and several stu
dents, "showcase[d] a selection of books 
including In Defense of Socialism by Fidel 

Castro, several books by Malcolm X, The 
Communist Manifesto, Imperialism's 
March Towards Fascism and War, and 
pamphlets including Socialism and Man 
in Cuba." 

Several GW students visited the new 
Pathfinder bookstore the night of the 
grand opening to participate in a Militant 
Labor Forum by the editor of Perspectiva 
Mundial, Martin Koppel, on "working
class resistance in Latin America," the ar
ticle reports. 

Argiris Malapanis, reporting from Johan
nesburg, South Africa, and Brigid Rather
ham, reporting from Calcutta, India, con
tributed to this column. Rotherham is a 
member of the Meat Workers Union in 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

Miners discuss organizing at UMWA convention 
BY JOHN HAWKINS 

MIAMI BEACH, Florida- Nearly 
700 delegates attended the ftfty-frrst con
stitutional convention of the United Mine 
Workers of Ai:nerica here September 25-
29. Discussion at the gathering reflected 
growing concern among union members 
of the need to organize coal miners· in or
der to fend off the bosses attacks on work
ing people. 

UMW A memb~rship figures graphi
cally point up the reason for this concern. 
Of the 200,000 members the union claims, 
75,000 are active members, a figure that 
includes those recently laid off. 

Also, productivity in the coal mining in
dustry in the United States and Canada has 
increased significantly during the last 
twenty years. As a result, the number of 
workers employed in the industry - and 
thereby the potential membership of the 
union in the two countries - has contin
ued to decline. From 233,000 in 1980, the 
number has fallen to 100,000 today. 

Committee reports, and much of the 
delegate discussion, were directed at what 
the union should do to increase organiz
ing, as well as how to fight Congressional 
attacks on entitlements. 

Unfortunately, discussion of these ques
tions among the delegates themselves took 
a back seat to the parade of politicians and 
union officials invited to speak. Their pur
pose, by and large, was to generate some 
enthusiasm for the Democratic Party in the 
1996 elections and for the new leadership 
that will most likely be elected at the up
coming convention of the AFL-CIO. 

Among the politicians addressing the 
convention were U.S. senator John D. 
Rockefeller from West Virginia, and 
Georgia congressman and former civil 
rights activist, John Lewis. Rockefeller, 
sponsor of a 1992 bill that guaranteed pen
sion benefits and health coverage for thou
sands of retired miners, criticized legisla
tion currently before Congress that would 
in essence repeal the 1992 measure, 
known as the Coal Act. 

President Bill Clinton spoke to the dele
gates via satellite. Clinton's speech ceo-
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tered on the rift between Congress and the 
White House over the budget. Mindful of 
his audience, he played up his administra
tion's . opposition to Congressional efforts 
to gut the Mine Safety and Health Admin
istration (MSHA) and the Coal Act. Both 
Rockefeller and Clinton were made hon
orary members of the union. 

Speeches by UMW A president Richard 
Trumka, Vice-President Cecil Roberts, 
and Secretary-Treasurer Jerry Jones all 
keyed in on the UMW A's tradition of 
combativeness. Noting the union's his
toric role in the formation of the industrial 
unions, they pointed to Trurnka's likely 
election as secretary-treasurer of the AFL
CIO as opening a similar chapter in the 
union's history. 

John Sweeny and Linda Chavez
Thompson, Trumka's running mates in the 
AFL-CIO leadership contest, struck simi
lar themes the last day of the gathering. 

The willingness among thousands of 
coal miners to resist company and govern
ment assaults on their union, and what 
they have come to regard as their rights, 
was reflected in the contributions of many 
delegates during the discussion. 

At the center of the report of the Orga
nizing Committee was the proposal to 
launch a GOAL 2000 (Growth On All 
Levels). This program would increase the 
strength of the UMW A and lend active 
support to building and strengthening 
other unions, according to its supporters. 

The report noted victories won by the 
UMW A over the last several years at coal 
mines and other work places, including 
the Marrowbone, Wolf Creek, Cyprus 
Mountain, and Buck Creek mines - in 
West Virginia and eastern Kentucky. 

A resolution opposing the Ballenger 
bill, legislation before Congress that 
would gut the enforcement powers of Oc
cupational Safety and Health Administra
tion and eliminate the MSHA, was passed. 
It called for organizing demonstrations of 
miners and their supporters locally and in 
Washington, D.C. to ensure that MSHA 
and OSHA are not gutted. 

The report of the Health and Safety 

Committee noted that while fatalities con
tinued to decline in the last decade - es
pecially the last five years - another dis
turbing trend was taking shape. An in
creasing number of workers in the mines 
nowadays are employees of contractors, 
and an increasing percentage of all mine 
fatalities are suffered by these workers. 

This is directly attributable, the report 
noted, to the unfulfilled mandate under the 
Mine Safety and Health Act of 1969 to set 
regulations specifically governing training 
and safety standards to cover this cross 
section of the mine work force. 

Under the report of the Constitution and 
Grievances Committee debate broke out 
on amendments to the constitution that 
would make it more difficult for candi
dates to qualify for the union's top offices. 

Over significant opposition, the number of 
local nominations needed to qualify as. a 
candidate for international office was 
raised from 25 to one fifth of all locals. 

Among the union officials invited to ad
dress the convention were James Motlatsi, 
president of the National Union of 
Mineworkers of South Africa; and Peter 
Michalzik, General Secretary of the Min
ers International Federation. Motlatsi was 
voted in as a UMW A honorary member. 

The convention also voted to condemn 
Exxon and the Columbian government for 
forcing striking coal miners at the El Cer
rejon mine back to work at gunpoint. 

John Hawkins is a member of UMWA Lo
cal 2368. Alyson Kennedy, member of the 
same local, also contributed to the article. 

Revolutionary 
Continuity 

Marxist Leadership in the U.S. 

By Farrell Dobbs 

How successive generations of fighters took part in the 
struggles of the U.S. labor movement, seeking to build a 
leadership that could advance the class interests of work
ers and small farmers and link up with fellow toilers 
around the world. 2 vols. 

Revolutionary Continunity: 
The Early Years, 1848- 1917 

221 pp., photos, appendixes index 
Cloth: $50 Paper: $16.95 

Revolutionary Continunity: 
Birth of the Communist Movement, 1918-1922 

240 pp., photos, maps, appendixes index 
Cloth: $50 Paper: $16.95 

Available from bookstores, including those listed on page 12, or from Pathfinder, 410 West St., 
New York, NY 10014. Fax (212) 727-0150. If ordering by mail, please add $3.00 to cover 

postage and handling. 



SOCIAliSM: 
A FUTURE 
VVORTH 
FIGHTING FOR 

By Farrell Dobbs 
"Man at the Crossroads," mural by Mexican artist Diego Rivera 

The following is the concluding portion 
of a speech given in 1966 by Farrell 
Dobbs, a longtime leader of the commu
nist movement in the United States. It is 
reprinted from the June 1975 issue of the 
Young Socialist. 

Dobbs (1907-1983), joined the Com
munist League of America (predecessor of 
the Socialist Workers Party) in 1934 while 
working in a Minneapolis coal yard. A 
rank-and-file leader ofthe 1934 Teamsters 
strikes and organizing drive, he was sub
sequently elected secretary-treasurer of 
Local574 (later 544). In the late 1930s he 
was a central leader of the 11-state over
the-road campaign that organized tens of 
thousands of workers in the trucking in
dustry. In 1939 he was appointed general 
organJz,c;J tor ~J~stqs,i~~pq.n~l~ _ 
he resigned the post in 1940 't6 become 
SWP national labor secretary. 

In 1941 Dobbs was indicted and con
victed with 17 other leaders of Local 544 
and of the SWP under the thought-control 
Smith Act for their opposition to the impe
rialist aims of the U.S. government in 
World War II. He spent 12 months in fed
eral prison in 1944-45. 

Dobbs served as editor of the Militant 
from 1943 to 1948. He was SWP national 
chairman from 1949 to 1953, and national 
secretary from 1953 to 1972. He was the 
party's candidate for president in 1948, 
1952, 1956, and 1960, using these cam
paigns to actively oppose the Korean and 
Vietnam wars, the anticommunist witch
hunt, and to support the civil rights move
ment and the Cuban revolution. 

In addition to his four-volume series on 
the Teamster battles of the 1930s (see ad 

THE 

TEAMSTER 

below), he is author of Revolutionary 
Continuity: Marxist Leadership in the 
United States. 

·> 
We must be constantly aware of the 

key role of the United States in the 
world. United States imperialism is today 
the powerhouse of world reaction, as the 
war in Vietnam is abundantly demon
strating. 

It is an iron fact that until capitalism is 
overturned here in the United States of 
America, the gang of imperialist mad 
dogs that rule this country are going to 
remain a mortal threat to all humankind. 
We must never forget that. 

The showdown l)attle 
fhat; irt~a'Iis fue ·~howd6wn biitile'"for ,. 

world socialism is going to be fought 
right here in the United States of Amer
ica. And when the revolutionary victory 
is won, outlived, decadent capitalism is 
going to disappear literally overnight 
from the face of our planet. Humanity is 
going to march forward to the building of 
an enlightened socialist society where 
people for the first time can really live 
together on this planet in peace and in se
curity and with freedom. Humanity will fi
nally realize the type of rewarding life that 
human intelligence is so abundantly capa
ble of making, even at the present level of 
technological development. Once human
ity learns how to conduct itself politically, 
organizationally, and socially, it can take 
advantage of these wonders. 

That's what we dedicate our lives to. 
We of the party, we revolutionaries in the 

SERIES 
by Fllftll Dobbs 

TEAMSTER REBEWON 
The 1934 e;trikee; that built a flehtlne union movement In 
Minneapolie;, recounted by a leader of that battle. The 

flr5t In a four-volume e;erlee; on the T eame;ter-led e;trikee; 
and oreanizlne drlvee; in the Midwee;t t hat helped pave 
the way for the CIO and pointed a road toward 
independent labor political action. $16 .9 5 

TEAMSTER POUTICS 
Review,:; how a flehtlne labor movement approached the fleht for j obe; 
and public ae;e;ie;tance durine the depreeeion year-5 of t he 1930'e;. $17.95 

TEAMSTER POWER 
The 11-e;tate Midwee;t over-t he-road oreanizine drive. $17.95 

TEAMSTER BUREAUCRACY 
Oreanizine to oppoe;e Wor ld War II, racie;m, and eovemment 
effort,:;- backed by the union officialdom - 1::0 eae clae;e;-e;trueele
minded worker-5. $18 .95 

Available from bookstores, including those listed on page 12, or write to 
Pathfinder, 410 West St., New Yoric, NY 10014. FAX (212) 727-0150. If ordering 
by mail, please add $3 to cover postage and handling for the first book and $.50 
for each additional item. 

Farrell Dobbs: " Don't adopt the criterion 
that the revolutionary change must happen in 
your time." 

United States - acting as best we can in 
solidarity with the revolutionary fighters 
across tht: world- must always keep in 
mind that in the last analysis the fate of 
humanity rests on the socialist revolution 
in the United States. Our task is to build a 
party capable of leading that revolution, 
going up against the most heinous of the 
reactionary, monstrous ruling class 
regimes that exist on the face of this 
planet: the imperialist ruling class of the 
United States. 

Now the road ahead in that struggle is 
going to be strewn with obstacles, and 
there are going to be many pitfalls. 
There's no roadmap, no way you can find 
some kind of a detailed handbook that's 
going to tell you what to do at each junc
ture. Our task is to chart a revolutionary 
course, based on a fundamental under
standing of our program - a basic feel of 
our revolutionary strategy - and to ham
mer out the tactics in that direction as we 
go along. 

There's no timetable. Nobody can say 
how long it's going to take or when it's 
going to happen. I personally feel that 
those of you sitting in this room today, 
who have got all your youth going for you, 
have got at least Damon Runyon's six-to
five 1 chance of seeing that explosion. I 
personally believe that. 

But in saying so I want to add immedi
ately: don't make that a criterion. Don' t 
adopt the criterion that the revolutionary 
change must happen in your time. Don't 
take as a guide to your personal life that 
narrow, provincial, self-centered notion 
that if it doesn't happen during the time of 
your own subjective existence on this 
planet, it's not important. 

Always remember that history is mag
nificently indifferent to the problems of 
the individual. History doesn't care 

whether you die at six or live to be seven 
hundred years old, if that were possible, 
or what happens during your particular 
life time. As Goethe2 once said, "History 
marches like a drunken beggar on horse
back." 

A lot can happen during your limited 
life span, or you can live a dull life. Some 
people have had the good fortune to live 
more life in a year than others at a differ
ent historical juncture could live in their 
whole lifetime. Or, as Plekhanov3 once 
put it, "If it hadn't been for the French 
Revolution, Napoleon would probably 
have ended up as a corporal in the French 
artillery." 

Don't make it a condition that the so
cialist revolution must come in your life
time. Be not only a citizen of the planet; 

. be: a 2ifiziri.of tiine:R:ecognize tliat what 
is fundamental is to be in rapport with the 
human race from the dawn of history on 
to the heights that we can only vaguely 
begin to dream of. 

And what's the alternative? The alter
native is to make a compromise with this 
rotten capitalist system. Do you know 
what people who do that are like? You 
remember the play, The Devil and Daniel 

4 Webster? Jabez Stone, you know, sold 
his soul to Scratch, the devil. He did so on 
the promise that his personal ambitions 
would thus be served. Later he regretted 
the action and asked to have his soul re
turned. Scratch, who was played by Wal
ter Huston, that magnificent actor, fmally 
said all right, he'd give it back. 

So Scratch took a small matchbox from 
his pocket. He opened the box and began 
poking around in it with his stubby finger 
trying to fmd the mean little soul of Jabez 
Stone to give it back to him. 

That's symbolic of what you do to your 
own soul if you make a compromise with 
this rotten system. 

Stand in the front ranks 
Our job is to build a movement of men 

and women who emulate the seasoned 
fighters of the Continental line in the first 
American Revolution. Learn to be profes
sional revolutionary fighters. Don't be 
summer soldiers. Don't dawdle; don't 
vacillate. Put nothing above the considera
tions of the movement. Maintain your 
place in the front ranks of the revolution
ary fighters, and stand in that place for the 
duration. 

There is no other way in which you can 
find so rich, so rewarding, so fruitful, and 
so purposeful a life. 

I Damon Runyon (1884-1946) was a U.S. author, 
among whose most famous writings is the short story 
on which the musical Guys and Dolls was based. 

2 Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) was 
a prominent German poet, novelist, and playwright. 

3 George Plelchanov (1856-19 18) was the founder 
of Russian Marxism and the teacher of Lenin, Trot
sky, and many other Russian revolutionary figures. 
Plelchanov later degenerated, supporting the czarist 
government in World War I and opposing the Bol
shevik Revolution in 1917. 

4 The Devil and Daniel Webster is a screenplay 
based on the 1937 short story of the same name by 
Stephen Vincent Benet. 

October 30, 1995 The Militant 11 



Marxism 
Continued from Page 8 
had deadly consequences for Marxism. 
Thinking was liquidated or terrorized in 
name of the state and a system of vulgar
ization was· created that combined carica
tures of the old speculative philosophy 
with distortions of Lenin, Marx, and En
gels as well as all sorts of doctrinaire and 
pragmatic elements. This ideology of obe
dience and justification was imposed in an 
exclusive and dogmatic manner in all 
spheres of relevant social life, including 
history and other intellectual disciplines. 

The damage later became chronic, be
cause this institutionalized ideological 
body dominated for a half a century. It 
weakened and gradually wore down in its 
most aggressive aspects, but it extended 
its scope to countries, institutions, and in
dividuals where the influence of the Soviet 
Union reached. Today its source has dried 
up, which is potentially very positive for 
the development of liberation thought in 
the world, but there is still a ways to go 
before we can overcome the negative con
sequences of what it left behind .... 

Rise of Marxism in Cuba after 1959 
After the . triumph of the revolution in 

1959, Marxism rose greatly in Cuban soci
ety, a development that was inevitably 
very controversial, above all for three rea
sons, in my opinion: the incongruity be
tween international Marxism and the con
tent and character of the deep-going anti
capitalist revolution and communist ideals 
of the Cuban process, the achievements, 
strengths, and problems of the prior accu
mulation of Cuban culture, and the close 
relations Cuba had to establish with the 
Soviet Union .... 

The situation facing the revolution after 
1970 caused deep changes that cannot be 
elaborated on here. Regarding the present 
topic, the issue became complicated be
cause social thought was smashed and 
Marxism thus became underdeveloped. It 
was turned into an aggressive "general 
science" and "guide" for social thought, 
and became dominant and exclusive. 
Among other very negative consequences, 
this process led to an increasing rejection 
of that doctrine by researchers and stu
dents of social studies (or rather the dis
tancing and aversion that occur when re
jection is impossible) .... 

Need for theory 
I believe that in Cuba today, the study 

of history requires theory and ideological 
affinity, and that Marxism vitally needs to 
be revolutionized. We have already seen 
that Marxism can be useful for liberation, 
but also for domination. Abandoning it to
day for the latter reason would mean not 
taking advantage of such costly lessons, 
and it would mean losing a tremendous 
aid to the scientific work of historians and 
an integral social vision of that work on a 
broader horizon that gives social meaning 
to professional research and studies. 

Not abandoning Marxism can mean 
also finding a more effective defense 
against discouragement, against history 
made for tourists, against the failure to 
choose those topics that are most valuable 
and necessary, against the domination of 
conservative ideas about historical mate
rial, which perhaps can be explained as 
ideological reactions but which seriously 
prejudice historiography and the Cuban 
conscience. 

I have only written "can mean," be
cause Marxism is not a magic wand. There 
is no reason to expect Marxism to really 
be useful, or attractive, unless it shakes off 
the heavy load that has weighed it down 
and turned it into a burden for all. It is true 
that today it has to regain prestige, but it 
can also count on some favorable factors. 

Our most outstanding historians are 
Marxists, and we have very capable pro
fessionals in other social fields that are 
too. There are historians and Marxist 
thinkers with high-quality works and valu
able ideas in many countries of Latin 
America, and also in the United States and 
other continents. We must get to know 
more about their ideas and works. 
And- it's surprising but true - we 
Cubans must get to know each other better 
and exchange views, ideas, works, pro
jects, information, and opinions among 
ourselves. 

History and Marxism in Cuba need dif
ferent things, but also they need each 
other. 

-MILITANT LABOR FORUMS 
The Militant Labor Forum is a weekly 

free-speech meeting for workers, farmers, 
youth, and others. All those seeking to ad
vance the fight against injustice and ex
ploitation are welcome to attend and par
ticipate in these discussions on issues of 
importance to working people. 

FLORIDA -
Miami 
Socialist Campaign Rally. Hear Seth Galin
sky, Socialist Workers candidate for Miami 
City Commission Group 2. Fri., Oct., 27, 7:30 
p.m. 137 N.E. 54th St. Donation: $4. Transla
tion into Spanish and French. Tel: (305) 756-
1020. . 

ILLINOIS 
Chicago 
Help Raise Funds and Celebrate 66 Years 
of The Militant Newspaper. Speaker: Doug 
Jenness, recently returned from a trip to Japan 
where he participated in activities commemo
rating the 50th anniversary of the bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Sat., Oct. 28, 7 p.m. 
Reception: 6 p.m. 545 West Roosevelt Rd. Do
nation: $7 program and reception. Tel: (312) 
829-6815. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston 
The International Struggle for Women's 
Liberation: Report Back from U.N. Confer
ences in China. Speaker: Maggie Trowe, Mil
itant correspondent at conferences in Huairou 
and Beijing. Fri., Oct. 27, 7:30p.m. 780 
Tremont St. Donation: $4. Tel: (617) 247-
6772. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Pittsburgh 
The Million Man March: Where Does the 
Black Struggle Go From Here. Speakers: 
Leroy Watson, Socialist Workers Party; mem
ber, United Steelworkers of America, who at
tended the march; Malcolm Jarrett, Socialist 
Workers candidate for Pittsburgh City Con
troller. Fri., Oct. 27,7:30 p.m.l103 E. Carson 
St. Donation: $4. Tel: (412) 381-9785. 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle 
An Evening in Celebration of The 'Militant' 
Newspaper. Speaker Joe Swanson, Socialist 
Workers Party, member, United Transporta
tion Union Local 1732. Sat., Oct. 28, 7:30 

p.m. CA.M.P. David T. Hunter Memorial 
Room, 722 18th Ave. Donation: $4. Tel: (02) 
2813297. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The Fight for Black Rights Today. Speaker: 
Sam Manuel, Socialist Workers Party, mem
ber of the United Transportation Union. Fri., 
Oct. 27,7:30 p.m.1930 18th St., N .W. 
(Florida and 18th, entrance on Florida). Do
nation: $4. Tel: (202) 387-2185. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
The Travesty of Waitangi. Discussion 
around the publication of the controversial 
rightist book attacking the struggle for Maori 
rights today. Speaker: Russell Johnson, Com
munist League. Fri., Oct. 27, 7 p.m. La Gonda 
Arcade, 203 Karangahape Road. Donation: 
$3. Tel: (9) 379-3075. 

Christchurch 
Cuba and India. A reportback from the 
Asia-Pacific Region Conference in Solidar
ity with Cuba. Featuring a participant in the 
conference. Fri., Oct. 27, 7 p.m. 

Curtis to get parole hearing in Iowa 
Continued from front page 
mus will also be able to make a presenta
tion imploring the board to grant Curtis his 
release. 

John Studer, coordinator of the Mark 
Curtis Defense Committee, said in an Oc
tober 18 press statement, "The Board's de
cision to meet with Mark registers 
progress in the fight to secure his release. 
Up until now, the Board repeatedly raised 
new obstacles to his fight for freedom. As 
each year passed, these _efforts have be
come rawer, more transparent, and have 
made it clearer that the treatment of Curtis 
and his continuing imprisonment are a 
product of political prejudice. More and 
more people are asking, 'Why is Mark 
Curtis still in prison?' " 

Studer said the length of time 
served - 85 months, or more than 7 
years - along with other factors con
tributed to the parole board's decision to 
grant Curtis a hearing this time~ He noted 
that 298 Curtis supporters from around the 
world have written the board urging his re
lease. About 75 percent of these letters are 
from the United States. "The letters have 
had an impact on the Board; they show 
that this case is not going to go away and 
that important new support for Curtis is 
steadily being assembled." 

In September, a delegation of more than 
20 trade unionists, political activists, local 
clergy, a farmer, former neighbors of Cur
tis, and other defense committee backers 

met with members of the parole board and 
delivered letters urging he be freed. At 
that time they delivered 163 letters, most 
from the United States. Included also were 
5,000 letters from landless Brazilian peas
ants who had demonstrated in July at the 
U.S. embassy in Brasilia around Curtis's 
case. When the delegation arrived at the 
parole board office, they were met by tele
vision news crews from Des Moines area 
stations. An article on the meeting, enti
tled "World watches inmate in Iowa," was 
published in the September 8 Des Moines 
Register, the area's only daily paper. 

On the day the parole board decided to 
grant Curtis a hearing, his supporters de
livered another 126 letters urging his re
lease. In the few hours since they were de
livered, Studer reported that seven more 
letters have come over the defense com
mittee's fax machine. 

"I am joining the other hundreds of in
dividuals, friends, and union activists in 
making a personal plea that you FREE 
MARK CURTIS NOW!," stated Sixto 
Medina, recording secretary of United 
Auto Workers Local 664 in Tarrytown, 
New York, in one of the recent letters. 

Another factor contributing to the 
Board's decision to meet with Curtis, ac
cording to Studer, "is the climate in the 
country where millions today are dubious 
about the veracity of the testimony of cops 
who railroad thousands in the U.S. to 
prison every year." 

Curtis's supporters have already begun 
to assemble a delegation to attend the pa
role hearing on his behalf. In addition to 
his attorney, Kutmus, the delegation will 
be led by Frankie Travis, a "road warrior" 
locked out by A.E. Staley in Decatur, Illi
nois; working farmer Larry Ginter from 
Rhodes, Iowa; Kitty Loepker, a steel
worker in Granite City, Illinois; defense 
committee officers John Studer and Hazel 
Zimmerman; and Kate Kaku, Curtis's 
wife. In previous years, prison authorities 
have limited those able to attend to nine 
participants. 

In a letter faxed out October 18, the de
fense committee askes supporters of Cur
tis to use the time between now and the 
hearing to gather some additional letters 
urging the board to grant Curtis his parole. 

"We want to take the opportunity this 
hearing offers to continue to win support," 
Studer said. He urged Curtis backers to 
give attention to collecting "a handful of 
letters from each area that can help in hav
ing an impact on what the board decides 
five weeks from now. 

"Most important," said Studer, "are let
ters that focus on why Mark Curtis should 
be paroled, and that don't attempt to retry 
his case. 

For more information, or to send a letter 
to the Iowa Parole Board on Curtis's be
half, write the Mark Curtis Defense Com
mittee, Box 1048, Des Moines, Iowa 
50311; or phone (515) 246-1695. 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP---
Where to find Pathfinder books and 

distributors of the Militant, Perspectiva 
Mundial, New International, Nouvelle ln
ternationale, Nueva lnternacional and Ny 
International. 
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South. Mailing address: P.O. Box 11252, Zip 
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Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-9460, 
380-9640. Compuserve: 74642,326. Inter
net: 74642.326@compuserve.com San 
Francisco: 3284 23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: 
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0302. Tel: (309)674-9441. 
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Zip: (812) 333-6859. 
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UTAH: Salt Lake City: 147 E. 900 S. 
Zip: 84111. Tel: (801) 355-1124. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 1930 18th St. 
N.W. Suite #3 (Entrance on Florida Av.). 
Zip: 20009. Tel: (202) 387-2185. Com
puserve: 75407,3345. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: 1405 E. Madi
son. Zip: 98122. Tel: (206) 323-1755. Com
puserve: 74461,2544. 
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Walnut. Mailing address: P.O. Box 203. Zip: 

26507. Tel: (304) 296-0055. 
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Fool proof? - "Last year, a B-

52 crashed and narrowly missed a 
nuclear weapons bunker after its 
pilot - apparently for the thrill of 
it- turned too sharply."- News 

Meanwhile, the guv asked th_e feds 
to reduce the amount of cell space 
req~ired for prison inmates. He 
wants to build a 2,800-bed prison 
that would provide 80 square feet 
for two prisoners, instead of the 
required 60 square feet for one. 

panies to cut off power at military 
bases and weapons plants when 
they fall 30 days behind on their 
bills. The government acted after 
armed sailors had to force restora
tion of power at a submarine base 
to avert a nuclear disaster. 

Labor Organization, if women 
continue to climb the corporate 
ladder at the present pace, it will 
take them 475 years to achieve 
parity with men in top-level man
agerial and administrative posi
tions. 

sion, complains that when he 
checks out college reading mate
rial he finds "all sorts of books by 
and about Karl Marx," plus all stu
dents get about "the American 
form of government is from peo
ple who hate it and have political 
axes to grind, often books based 
on the new trinity of race, class 
and gender." Harry 

Ring 

item on growing number of Air 
Force "mishaps." 

In tune with the times - New 
Mexico officials are right on the 
stick on cutbacks. They're moving 
toward grabbing assets of de
ceased Medicaid recipients. 

Wait, there's more- Los 
Alamos National Laboratory, the 
nuke research center, has assured 
residents of the town of Los 
Alamos, New Mexico, not to 
worry about strontium 90 in their 
drinking water. They said a test 
made last year must have been 
false. That test found a strontium 
presence in a testing well four 
times the state "safe" level. 

Curb on market economy
The Russian government iced a 
regulation permitting energy com-

Three a-bombs for the jack
pot -The Greenbrier, a ritzy, 
West Virginia mountain resort has 
inherited a nuclear bomb shelter 
situated deep under a wing of its 
hotel. It was built by the feds dur
ing the '50s to store Congress 
members and their families during 
an atomic attack A spokesperson 
for the resort said they would like 
to convert part of the shelter into a 
gambling casino. 

More = less, less = less- Cor
porate mergers mean job cut
backs? Right. Corporate division 
means more jobs? Wrong. When 
AT&T announced it was reorga
nizing into three companies it said 
its computer manufacturing firm 
would immediately chop 8,500 
jobs. Now it's reported that by late 
next year, a total of 20,000 jobs 
may vanish. 

You went to the wrong school 
- Thomas Sowell, a syndicated 
columnist of conservative persua-

Better have a food stash -
Denise Lawrence was busted in 
Spotsylvania, Virginia, for failing 
to return three rented videos and a 
video game. She was slated to face 
a judge October 12 and could get 
up to a year in jail plus a $2,500 
fme. Spotsylvania is where a guy 
spent five days in the courthouse 
holding cell without food when 
the bailiff took a long Labor Day 
weekend. 

The plate glass ceiling - Ac
cording to the UN's International 

Socialist candidate gets hearing inN. Carolina 
BYM.J.RAHN 
AND PAUL YOUNG 

GREENSBORO, North Carolina
The Dudley High School homecoming pa
rade at the predominately Black eastside 
here September 27 featured a marching 
band, a homecoming queen, Democratic 
Party officials, and the Socialist Workers 
candidate for mayor Joan Paltrineri. 

"Hey guys! I'm running for mayor. I'm 
the socialist," Paltrineri shouted out as she 
rode past and waved to some 2,000 people 
who lined the streets . "Working people 
need to stick together and fightback! Let's 
send a message to city hall!" 

Signs saying "Defend affirmative ac
tion," "Full equality for women," "Defend 
workers' rights," "No to racism," "No cuts 
in Medicaid," "Jobs for all," "Stop police 
brutality," and "Joan Paltrineri, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for mayor" were 
plastered all over the candidate's parade 
car. In contrast, Democrats threw candy at 
the crowd as they passed. 

The .socialist campaign message was 
one that few expected to hear or see at the 
homecoming parade, but many welcomed 
it. "October 10, we'll remember!" one se
nior citizen yelled to Paltrineri. 

October 10 is the date of the non
partisan _ primary election here. The two 
candidates with the highest vote face off in 
the general election in November. 

"That's right honey!" beamed a woman 
responding to the demand for full equality 
for women. Several young women congre
gated nearby also agreed and cheered. 

"I was struck by how many women, es
pecially young women, responded to the 
demand for full equality," Paltrineri said 
after the parade. "It was especially notice
able because the parade came less than a 
week after a '1 ,000 Black Man March."' 

Black Man March 
Several hundred people participated in 

the September 23 "1,000 Black Man 
March" despite bone-chilling rain. A spir
ited contingent of more than 100 unionists 
from the Kmart Distribution Center and 
their families took part. 

Paltrineri marched with her coworkers 
who chanted "No justice, no peace!" 
Kmart workers are currently engaged in a 
fight for their frrst union contract. It was 
the most racially integrated contingent in 
the march with as many women as men. 

Together with campaign supporters, 
Paltrineri distributed hundreds of cam
paign flyers and sold several issues of the 
Militant to marchers. 

The march was organized by a coalition 
of the Nation of Islam, the Peacemaker 
-the local Black newspaper, and the 
Poor People's Organization headed by 
Nelson Johnson, a minister and longtime 
political activist. No political demands 
were advanced by the action. Organizers 
said the march was needed to bring atten
tion to the plight of Black men in the U.S. 

In a statement distributed to marchers, 
Paltrineri pointed to solidarity and unity of 
Kmart workers as an example for all 
working people to follow. 

"The company has attempted to con
vince us that wage increases are not justi
fied because wages for most workers in 
this area are low," Paltrineri said. "Low 
wages are a legacy of Jim Crow segrega
tion in the South which undermined the 

struggle of_ workers to organize unions. 
Kmart sees this legacy as money in the 
bank. But Kmart workers remain united 
and determined. They are showing how to 
fight by reaching out to other unions, 
churches, and the community." 

Kmart unionists held a rally of their 
own October 5 to press their demand for a 
contract. Paltrineri spoke to 150 workers 
at the main entrance of the center. 

The socialist candidate called for soli
darity with immigrant workers, mostly 
Mexican, who have been hired by tempo
rary agencies to work at Kmart. She ex
plained how she assisted one Mexican 
worker in winning wages owed him be
cause _the temporary agency had cheated 
him on his paycheck, a practice apparently 
not uncommon. 

Kmart supervisors reprimanded Pal
trineri for interfering in a matter which 
they said should not have concerned her. 
Her call for solidarity with these cowork
ers was echoed by other unionists at the 
rally. Two coworkers distributed the s.o
cialist's campaign literature at the rally. 

Candidate's socialist beliefs 
One indication that the socialist cam

paign is having an impact was a Septem
ber 25 front-page photo and article in the 
Greensboro News and Record. "Joan Pal
trineri wears her socialist beliefs like a 
badge of honor," the feature said. 

Some people on the street recognize 
Paltrineri because of the coverage. During 
recent door-to-door campaigning, the can
didate was invited into several homes for 
discussions about her program. One 
woman volunteered to help campaign. 

In the last two weeks, Paltrineri has par
ticipated in many candidates' nights spon
sored by community organizations and at 
college campuses in the area. Young ac
tivists from the Committee to save Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, the Greensboro Cuba Com
mittee, and the Women's Leadership 
Coalition have accompanied Paltrineri to 
some of the events. 

"I don't have all the solutions to the 
Nealtown Farms problem," Paltrineri told 
residents of a housing subdivision here 
October 4. "But I know a solution will be 
found, if you decide to take to the streets 
like students who fought tuition hikes and 
put demands on the government." 

The socialist was the only mayoral can
didate to show up to speak to the mostly 
Black residents of the subdivision. Resi
dents had low-income homes built there 
recently but had -not been informed that 
city officials plan to expand a landfill in 
the area. The scandal has enraged many. 
Toward the end of the forum, several resi
dents began to air their anger at the city. 
One bought a subscription to the Militant. 

Paltrineri's socialist views sharply po
larized a candidates' meeting sponsored 
by student environmental activists, Young 
Republicans, and libertarians at the Uni
versity of North Carolina. Her defense of 
Kmart workers, socialist Cuba, abortion 
rights, and opposition to the death penalty 
brought the loudest applause for any can
didate, while Young Republicans signaled 
the chairperson to cut the candidate off. 

The Young Republicans then attempted 
to_ counter Paltrineri's support by clapping 
for their candidate, David Philips, who 
said he was "the capitalist" in the race. 

Militant/Karen Kopperud 
Joan Paltrineri (center), campaigning for mayor of Greensboro, N. Carolina. 

"Joan, you're too pugilisticr''said Sallie 
Clotfelter, a candidate for city council 
irked by Paltrineri's defense of working
class interests, after the meeting. 

A group of students thought otherwise 
and gathered to thank her. An informal 
discussion with the socialist candidate 
continued at a pub nearby. By the end of 

the evening, several decided to join her on 
October 21 for a march in New Y orl( City 
against the U.S. economic war on Cuba. 

M.J. Rahn is a member of the United 
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Em
ployees (UNITE) Local 2603 at Kmart 
Distribution Center in Greensboro. 
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MONTREAL, Oct. 21- Strong 
protest against the abrogation of all civil 
liberties throughout the province of 
Quebec was being heard here today as 
Quebecois and Canadians alike reacted to 
the imposition of Canada's sweeping war 
measures act. 

independent Quebec, separate from 
English Canada. 

This tremendous rise of nationalist 
sentiment is in many ways similar to the 
growth of Black, Chicano and Puerto 
Rican nationalism in the United States, 
with the same revolutionary implications 
for the rulers of Canada and the U.S. 
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October 27, 1945 

Quebec has no government, declared LOS ANGELES, Oct. 18-More than 
Rene Levesque, leader of the bourgeois 20,000 workers, veterans, servicemen, and 
separatist Parti Quebecois (PQ), after the youth of every race, creed and color, last 
federal government imposed the sweeping night picketed fascist Rev. Gerald L. K. 
war measures act on Oct. 16. Smith's meeting here at the John H. 

The people have been told they will be Francis Polytechnic High School for three 
ruled by federal decree with no legal hours in the most powerful demonstration 
recourse and with all civil liberties of antifascist solidarity in America since 
abolished. the Trotskyist-led 1939 action against the 

Resentments run strong against this Nazi Bund rally at Madison Square 
latest manifestation of the contempt of Garden in New York. 
Canada's rulers for the basic rights of the The decision to picket Smith's meeting 
Quebecois, who have been oppressed and reflected the widespread hatred of fascism 
discriminated against since Canada in the ranks· of the local labor movement. 
became a British colony several hundred Last July when Smith announced his 
years ago. As one person expressed it, intention to establish his national 
Quebec is an entire nation of hostages headquarters in Los Angeles, 17,000 
kidnapped three hundred years ago. determined anti-fascists staged a giant 

Poverty, unemployment, suppression of protest meeting at the Olympic 
the Quebecois cultural heritage, attempts Auditorium. Smith left town announcing 
to impose English as the single or he would return. Shortly before his ill-
dominant language- all have been part fated meeting at Northern High School in 
of the bitter history of Quebec. But Detroit on September 27, when an army of 
resistance to English Canadian oppression club-wielding police defended Smith from 
is also part of the historical record and in the wrath of union pickets, he announced 
recent years there has been a significant plans for a tour of 30 meetings in 
growth of sentiment in favor of an California starting October 15 .. 
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-EDITORIALS--.....----------

Obtain parole letters for Curtis! 
Supporters of Mark Curtis in the United States and 

around the world scored a victory October 17 when Iowa 
parole officials informed Curtis's attorney William Kut
mus that they will grant the imprisoned trade unionist 
and socialist activist a formal parole hearing on Novem
ber 21. This is the first time in three years the Parole 
Board has agreed to meet with Curtis, who was framed
up on rape and burglary charges in 1988. 

Curtis supporters should take note of this victory and 
the change it registers by backing the effort being orga
nized by the Mark Curtis Defense Committee to collect 
some additional letters in each area before November 21. 

Priority can be given to talking about Curtis's fight for 
parole with those individuals whose letters will likely 
have the most impact on the Board's decision that day. 
The defense committee is explaining that the most effec
tive letters are those from individuals that focus on why 
Curtis should be paroled and don't try to reargue with 
the Board the facts of the trial that took place more than 
seven years ago - important as these facts are. 

Curtis completed the sentence for the phony rape 
charge he was convicted of more than two years ago. 
The average time served for the burglary charge cops 
and prosecutors tacked on several weeks after his origi
nal arrest is 76,2 months. Curtis has already served 85 
months in prison. Every month that passes more and 
more people are asking, "Why is Mark Curtis still in 
prison?" Growing numbers of workers, farmers, and 
young people view his continuing imprisonment as be
ing based on political prejudice. This fact weighed on 
the Board's decisionto grant Curtis a hearing. 

The 298 letters sent to the Board since mid-July had 
an impact on them as well. The big majority of these 
letters are from the United States, including a substantial 
number from Iowa and the Midwest. 

In the last month in particular, several letters have 
come in from some dozen countries around the world. 
Earlier in July 5,000 letters of support from landless 
Brazilian peasants were sent to Curtis, who in tum 
passed them on to the parole officials. 

Also making it difficult for the Board to continue to 
justify holding Curtis in prison is the growing awareness 
in the U.S. that cops lie. This was especially highlighted 
during the recently concluded 0. J. Simpson trial where 
the Los Angeles cops were exposed as liars and racists. 
The key witness against Curtis was a Des Moines police 
officer who had lied and beaten a witness in a previous 
case. This fact was hidden from Curtis's jury by the ac
tions of the judge who presided at his trial. 

While there is no way to predict the parole board's 
decision on November 21, granting the hearing reflects 
progress in the fight to win Curtis's release. The authori
ties hoped to break the political activist and to use his 
victimization to intimidate others. This effort has failed. 
Curtis's fight has and will continue to serve as an inspi
ration to others. 

Mark Curtis is entitled to parole. 
Iowa parole officials have made their first step in that 

direction. 
Curtis supporters everywhere should now act accord

ingly by winning additional letters urging the parole 
board to grant Curtis his release! 

Speaking for most of humanity 
"I speak on behalf of the children of the world who 

don't even have a piece of bread. I speak on behalf of the 
sick who lack medicine. I speak on behalf of those who 
have been denied the right to life and to human dignity." 

-Fidel Castro at the United Nations, Oct. 12, 1979 

The last time Cuban president Fidel Castro visited the 
United Nations he spoke there for the "immense major
ity of humanity." Today revolutionary Cuba continues to 
maintain its place in the world fighting for the rights of 
the oppressed and exploited, and presenting an example 
worth emulating. That is why Washington hates Cuba 
and why thousands around the world have mobilized in 
actions this October in solidarity with Cuba and to de
mand an end to the U.S. economic war against that 
Caribbean island. 

As this issue of the Militant goes to press, activists in 
the Northeast of the United States are making the last 
efforts to mobilize support for the October 21 demon
stration in New York City to counter Washington's ag
gression. 

The successful actions so far in South Africa, India, 
Sweden, the United Kingdom, and in Chicago and San 
Francisco in the United States, are testament to the fact 
that Cuba is not alone in the world. 

From the earliest days of the Cuban revolution, Wash
ington has attempted to weaken, divide, and plot to over
throw the government and the communist leadership of 
Cuba. But at every turn its plans have been thwarted by 
the fact that the working class of Cuba has confidence in 
itself and its revolutionary leadership. And in spite of the 
obstacles put in their way, the working people of Cuba 
remain capable and determined to defend the revolu
tion's socialist course and their government. 
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Washington must also contend with the vocal opposi
tion to its policies around the world. The U.S. rulers have 
been unable to isolate the Cuban revolution from the 
workers, farmers, and youth of the globe. In fact, more 
and more young people today are becoming interested in 
why Washington's cold war against Cuba doesn' t end. 

All who oppose Washington's economic embargo and 
travel ban directed against Cuba, support normal rela
tions between the United States and the Caribbean is
land, and respect Cuba' s right to self-determination have 
an opportunity to do more. 

Besides making last-minute efforts to maximize the 
turnout at the October 21 march, defenders of Cuba have 
a chance and an obligation to mobilize to welcome the 
Cuban delegation to the United Nations at the Cuban 
Mission in New York and to counter right-wing mobi
lizations called for the same time period against the rev
olutionary government in Havana. 

In coming months, activists in many countries will be 
involved in bringing Cuban youth and others to their 
countries to learn about the revolution. These tours can 
be built in a big way with an eye toward involving new 
forces. Visits and brigades to Cuba are also in the works 
and can help to spread the knowledge and solidarity with 
socialist Cuba. 

For the same reasons that Clinton, Helms, and com
pany loathe and attack the Cuban revolution, working 
people and youth should come to its defense. The best 
way to do this is to continue the day-to-day work of 
building activities and coalitions in defense of Cuba in 
every city. 

In the next few days, the task is clear: 
All out for October 21 and the mobilizations at the 

Cuban Mission in New York City! 

Simpson verdict 
causes a stir 

Militant reader Evelyn Spencer has decided to cancel 
her subscription over our coverage of the O.J. Simpson 
verdict. "I am sickened both by the verdict and by your 
response to it," she writes in response to the article 
"Simpson jury rejects word of racist, lying cops." 

Former reader Spencer's basic argument is: Simpson 
beat his wife and we know he killed her, so he should be 
convicted, regardless of the evidence and cops' actions. 
That's a dangerous position for the working class to fall 
into, and one that doesn't advance women's right to be 
free from domestic violence either. 

DISCUSSION WITH 
OUR READERS 

The presumption of innoc-ence, the ability to chal
lenge your accuser, and democratic safeguards against 
police manipulation of "evidence" are rights that the 
working class has fought for and jealously defends. 
Once the cops' behavior was exposed, the jury decided 
to not just take their word in the O.J. Simpson trial. They 
decided the evidence wasn't good enough, and they 
were right to return a not guilty verdict. 

Simpson's attorneys pointed to the cops' 
records- including detective Mark Fuhrman's racist 
comments and the mishandling of evidence by various 
officers- and challenged their testimony. The police 
searched Simpson's home without a warrant, haphaz
ardly carried a vile of his blood around, and covered up 
Fuhrman's racist record. 

The police, by their actions, have made it virtually 
impossible for whoever killed Nicole Brown Simpson 
and Ronald Goldman to ever be brought to justice. 

Many reporters and columnists present the verdict as 
a reflection of the "racial divide" - a decision by a 
mostly Black jury to acquit Simpson because he is 
Black. Spencer criticizes defense attorney Cochran for 
"playing the race card." The jurors' sensitivity to racism 
did have something to do with the verdict, but the expo
sure of the standard operating procedure of the Los An
geles police was the most compelling factor. 

Simpson's lawyers put their finger on the frame-up 
methods that the cops routinely use against thousands of 
working people who they assume must be guilty of 
something. For instance, nine more people in Philadel
phia just had criminal convictions overturned after six 
cops confessed that they lied on reports and planted 
drugs in people's homes in order to ensure convictions. 
Thousands of other arrests there are now under review. 
These abuses, which are not at all unique to Philadel
phia, occurred largely in the city's Black and Puerto Ri
can neighborhoods. 

The cops routinely victimize and frame up working 
people of all nationalities. But workers who are Black 
receive especially harsh, racist treatment, which leads 
many more of them to draw the conclusion that a cop's 
word can't be trusted. 

Many workers who are white distrust the cops too, as 
they learn from experience how common police frame
ups and beatings are . against working people - white 
and Black. A poll by Newsweek right after the Simpson 
verdict found that one-third of whites agreed with the 
jury's decision and half thought the jury was fair and 
impartial- hardly a solid "racial divide." . 

It's important to remember that workers don't get the 
same kind of "day in court" O.J. Simpson got. The jury 
made the right decision, but that doesn't mean the jus
tice system is any fairer to working people today. 

In regard to the other letters, reader Robbie Scherr is 
correct in noting that the Militant's previous article on 
the Simpson verdict was not simply a news item. It was 
a news analysis, which should have been indicated. 

Fred Feldman points out that the Militant should have 
been more accurate in attributing statements by a juror 
and her daughter. All of the quotations cited were in
deed from the daughter. Ascherback herself has made 
similar statements since, however. And while jurors 
pointed to a range of problems with the cops' evidence 
and behavior, Fuhrman's record did play a key, if not 
decisive, role in the verdict. 

-NAOMI CRAINE 

Recordings for the Blind 
The last issue of the Militant included an article 

by Toba Singer on Recordings for the Blind, a 
service that records books, including some 48 
Pathfmder titles. The information printed below 
was inadvertantly left out of the article. 

• To become a member of RFB send a Certified 
Print Disability Form from a doctor, teacher, or 
psychologist, and a check for $37.50 made out to 
"RFB," 20 Roszel Road, Princeton, NJ 08540. 
After January 1, 1996, the membership fee will 
increase to $50. There is no fee for tapes. Orders 
can be placed by calling 1-800-221-4792. 

To volunteer as a reader or a monitor (someone 
who reads silently as the reader reads aloud to 
note errors), calll-800-803-7201. 



Twin Cities bus dfivers say 'no' to part-time 
This column is devoted to re

porting the resistance by work
ing people to the employers' as
sault on their living standards, 
working conditions, and unions. 

We invite you to contribute 
short items to this column as a 
way for other fighting workers 
around the world to read about 
and learn from these important 
struggles. Jot down a few lines 
about what is happening in your 
union, at your workplace, or 

insurance. The company is offer
ing a 4 percent raise over two 
years. "The new medical costs 
alone will eat that up," said a 
driver at the Snelling Ave. bam. 
Workers are upset that managers 
gave themselves raises of up to 11 
percent. 

Ogilvie workers win con
tract, end walkout 

Following a difficult 16-month 

ON THE PICKET LINE 

other workplaces in your area, 
including interesting political 
discussions. 

Some 2,100 bus drivers, mem
bers of Amalgamated Transit 
Union Local 1005, went on strike 
in the Twin Cities, Minnesota, 
October 9. It is the first bus strike 
in the region since 1969. 

Both sides agree the key issue 
is part-time workers. These 
drivers are paid less and have al
most no benefits. They can be 
scheduled for either morning or 
afternoon rush hours. 

The union says 23 percent of 
the drivers are already part-time, 
and that management wants to in
crease this to 52 percent. The 
Metropolitan Council Transit Op
erations (MCTO) claims 15 per
cent are now part-time, and they 
want to double this figure. 

A full-time job as a bus driver 
is a rough schedule. Currently, 
about 70 percent of the drivers 
work a split shift. "It takes us 
about 12 hours to make our 8 
hours' pay," said a driver on the 
Lake St. bus bam picket line. "It 
takes almost 30 years' seniority 
now to get a non-split schedule." 

In addition, the MCTO wants to 
introduce copayments for medical 

-LETTERS 
0. J. Simpson verdict I 

I am herewith canceling my 
subscription to the Militant and do 
not wish any of the 36 copies left. 

This is my reason: I am out
raged at your support of the jury 
verdict in the 0. J. Simpson case. 
That Fuhrman was and is a racist 
has nothing tb do with the fact of 
Simpson's guilt as wife-beater 
and ultimately wife-murderer, and 
how you can glibly conclude there 
was a reasonable doubt as to his 
guilt is beyond me. 

And what about Johnny 
Cochran's playing the race card to 
the exclusion of all the evidence? 
And what about Cochran's racism 
in accepting the support of the 
Fruit of Islam bodyguards who are 
known anti-Semites and anti
whites? 

I am sickened both by the ver
dict and by your response to it. 
Evelyn Spencer 
Jackson Heights, New York 

0. J. Simpson verdict II 
I really agreed with the article 

beginning on page one about the 
0. J. Simpson verdict. I believe it 
was an error, however, for this to 
be run as a news article. Clearly 
this was an opinion piece that 
should have been identified as 
such. Was this an error? 
Robbie Scherr 
Houston, Texas 

0. J. Simpson verdict Ill 
I thought a very good article on 

Simpson was marred by an edito
rial misjudgment which touches 
on striving to make the Militant a 
consistently reliable source of in
formation for workers: 

The third paragraph [of the arti-

strike, workers at the ADM
Ogilvie flour mill in Montreal re
turned to work September 25 with 
a three-year collective agreement. 

The new agreement maintains 
two rights that workers said were 
essential when they walked out on 
June 6, 1994 - respect of senior
ity rights in the case of layoffs or 
job promotion, and no 
contracting-out of maintenance 
work while members who are 
trades workers are laid off. The 
company had said it would never 
bow on those issues. 

"The goal of ADM from the be
ginning was to have total control 
over our rights and work condi
tions," explained striker Serge 
Berube. "They have failed to 
achieve that. Our union is stronger 
than they thought." 

Workers will receive a $1500 
payment in each of the first two 
years, and a 2.7 percent wage in
crease in the third. None of the 
scabs who ran the mill during the 
strike will have a job. 

"We're going back with our 
heads. high," said Berube. "But 
they have weakened us." 

There is now a two-tier wage in 
the rnill, with new hires earning 
$4 per hour less. Some workers 
voted against the agreement be-

cle "Simpson jury rejects word of 
racist, lying cop" in Oct. 16 Mili
tant] reads, " 'I think [Simpson] 
probably did do it,' the daughter 
of juror Anise Ascherback quoted 
her mother as saying. But 'there 
wasn't enough evidence.' The 
jury voted for acquittal, As
cherback said, 'because of Mark 
Fuhrman.'" 

The quotes, despite the 
"Ascherback said," are from the 
daughter, not from the juror. Ac
cording to news reports I began 
hearing shortly after the Tuesday 
afternoon verdict, the daughter 
said her mother had made these 
statements in a phone call imme
diately after the jury was released. 
Reporters had spoken to the 
daughter, not to Ascherback, and 
I have seen no indication that any 
tried to confirm the wording of the 
attributed quotes with As
cherback. 

We don't know whether any el
ement of paraphrase, summary or 
misunderstanding affected the 
quotes. Had Ascherback autho
rized her daughter to speak to the 
media in her name? Did the 
daughter record the statements, 
hand-copy them, or simply repeat 
them from memory? Did we at
tempt to check the accuracy of the 
attributions with the former juror? 

This is third-hand quotation -
hearsay - which we should use 
only when there is no alternative. 
And when we use such quotes, we 
should describe them accurately: 
"Ascherback reportedly said," not 
"Ascherback said." 

There were alternatives, in ad
dition to simply not using the 
quote, although these would have 
been very difficult for the Militant 
schedule. By the time her daugh
ter's statement appeared in the 

cause it eliminates a 
salary guarantee for 
those with more than 
15 years' seniority. 

In addition, only 
62 of the 116 union
ists have been called 
back to work. Those 
not recalled have 90 
days to decide be
tween a severance 
package of 90 hours' 
pay for each year of 
service or being 
placed on a two-year 
right -of-recall list. 

Liverpool dock
ers locked out 

Five hundred Liv
erpool dockers have 
been fired and locked 
out by their em
ployer, the Mersey 
Docks and Harbour 

Militant/Jon Hillson 
Some 2,100 bus drivers went on strike in the Twin Cities, Minnesota, Oct. 9. 

Co., for taking action in defense 
of some workers wrongfully dis
missed. At the heart of the conflict 
is the employer's long-term offen
sive against the dockers' rights on 
the job, and resistance to attempts 
to use more "casual" workers. 

Management dismissed a hand
ful of young workers who refused 
to unload a ship under conditions 
outside a standing agreement on 
overtime. Eighty recently hired 
dockers immediately stopped 
working in support of their fellow 
workers and picketed the port. Af
ter a mass meeting, all the 500 re
fused to cross the picket lines. 

Management responded by 
locking them out, charging that 
the dispute was in breach of con
tract, and followed up with dis
missal notices. Mike Camden, a 
member of the Port Shop Stew
ards Committee, said at a mass 
meeting, "We fully underst9od 
what we were doing when we re
sponded to the attacks on these 
young workers. We knew that 

N.Y. papers, Ascherback was 
speaking for herself. For example, 
she appeared Wednesday night on 
the ABC interview program 
20/20. Barbara Walters asked 
whether Ascherback had worried 
that Simpson "might be guilty." 
Ascherback said that she had and 
that several other jurors had been 
concerned also. Of course "might 
be guilty" is not the same as 
"probably did it." 

Ascherback stressed that it was 
her duty as a juror to avoid con
victing an innocent man even at 
the risk of freeing someone who 
"might be guilty." She clearly un
derstood that Simpson might be 
guilty but she also understood 
that, based on the same evidence, 
he might be innocent. Ascherback 
explained that her concerns about 
evidence were broader than the 
Fuhrman tapes, although his racist 
statements and lies had convinced 
her it was "very possible" that he 

they would threaten us with loss 
of jobs, pension rights, every
thing. But we were not going to 
cross those picket lines." 

Into the third week of the dis
pute, the dock bosses are meeting 
a growing resistance they proba
bly never anticipated. Some 2,000 
people marched in Liverpool city 
center in support of the dockers 
and local firefighters who are also 
involved in a labor dispute. 

Detroit newspapers 
reject union offer 

Six newspaper unions offered 
October 5 to suspend their walk
out, return to work under expired 
contracts, negotiate for 30 days, 
and submit unresolved issues to 
binding arbitration. 

Officials of the Detroit News 
Agency (DNA),which prints and 
distributes the Detroit News and 
Free Press, called the unions' 
proposal "unrealistic." News edi
tor and publisher Robert Giles 

planted the glove. 
Ascherback said she was one of 

two jurors (and apparently the 
only white) who voted guilty on 
the first ballot. She said she did so 
to stimulate discussion and that 
she was completely convinced by 
the end of the trial that Simpson 
had to be acquitted. 

Ascherback has neither con
fmned or denied the wording at
tributed to her by her daughter, 
but she has not repeated it since 
she began speaking for herself 
publicly. 

The statement attributed to her 
seems to present the jury's rea
sons for acquitting. But so far no 
juror, speaking for themselves, 
has said that Simpson "probably 
did it" or that the acquittal was 
solely "because of Mark 

·Fuhrman." 
Quoting jurors precisely is also 

important because they are under 
fire from the prosecution, parts of 

said the papers intend to retain the 
scabs hired during the strike, 
claiming, "Our commitment to 
them is a very high priority." 

The strike began July 13, when 
2,500 workers walked off the job 
over management's refusal to en
gage in serious bargaining toward 
new contracts. The unions have 
won wide support among working 
people in Detroit and elsewhere. 

Five hundred strikers and sup
porters picketed two distribution 
centers in Detroit and Oak Park 
the night of October 7, delaying 
delivery of 85,000 papers. Oak 
Park cops attacked, bloodying one 
woman and arresting five pickets. 

Michael Pennock in Minneapolis; 
Roger Annis, member of Commu
nications, Energy and Paper
workers Local 841 in Montreal; 
Pete Kennedy in Manchester, 
England; and Steve Marshall a 
member of the United Transporta
tion Union in Detroit, contributed 
to this column. 

the media and rightists who portray 
the jury as willfully allowing an 
"obvious" double murderer to go 
free because of outrage· at racist re
marks by a cop. The comments that 
Ascherback has made when speak
ing for herself leave no room for 
misinterpretation along these lines. 
Fred Feldman 
Brooklyn, New York 

Irish rally 
One hundred people partici

pated in a rally at the Federal 
Building in New York on Septem
ber 30, called by the Irish Political 
Prisoners Amnesty Coalition. 

The rally called for freeing Irish 
political prisoners in U.S. jails, 
and an end to the politically moti
vated deportations of Irish ac
tivists. Despite President Clin
ton's high profile support to the 
peace talks, there are now more 
Irish Republicans in U.S. jails or 
facing deportation than there were 
before the Irish Republican Army 
cease-fire started a year ago. 

Three activists - Gabriel Me
gahey, Gerry McGeorgh, and 
Jimmy Smith- could face de
portation very soon. 

Speakers at the rally included 
former New York City mayor 
David Dinkins and Paul Hill, who 
was framed up and jailed for years 
in the United Kingdom as one of 
the Guildford Four. 
Marc Lichtman 
New York, New York 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name. 
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Ottawa's anti-Quebec campaign 
aimed at dividing working people 
BY HEIDI ROSE 
AND STEVE PENNER 

TORONTO- "Ottawa's chauvinist 
offensive against Quebec - is not only 
directed against the right of Quebecois to 
freely decide their own future. It is also 
aimed at deepening divisions between 
working people in predominantly French
speaking Quebec and those in the rest of 
Canada. This would strengthen the 
capitalist rulers' offensive against the 
wages, social programs, and democratic 
rights of working people," explained 
Michel Dugre, a Montreal garment worker 
and member of the Central Committee of 
the Communist League. He was 
addressing the Militant Labor Forum here 
October 13, where he was tJte featured 
speaker. 

Dugre pointed to the massive 
propaganda campaign unleashed by the 
federalist forces in Canada. In Quebec the 
campaign aims to make working people 
fear the consequences of voting yes in the 
October 30 referendum, which calls for 
giving Quebec "exclusive powers to pass 
its laws, levy all its taxes, and conclude all 
its treaties" in the framework of a "new 
economic and political partnership" with 
the rest of Canada. 

Full-page ads warn workers that a "yes" 
vote would mean 90,000 workers losing 
their jobs. 

In the rest of Canada, workers are 
incited against Quebec as the big-business 
press hammers away at the theme that a 
yes vote will lead to the breakup of the 
country and a severe economic crisis. 
Dugre pointed to articles blaming Quebec 
for everything from the falling Canadian 
dollar to stock market instability. 

He explained that Quebecois were 
being scapegoated for an economic crisis 
which, far from being a consequence of 
the referendum, is a result of the 
deepening worldwide depression of the 
capitalist system. Workers in Quebec are 

Militant/Monica Jones 
Some of biggest protests against hospital closings, tuition fee increases, and attacks 
on rights have been in Quebec. Above, Montreal youth protest education cuts. 

facing the same assault on their living 
conditions-as other working people across 
the country, he pointed out .. . Moreover, 
some of the biggest protests against 
hospital closings, tuition fee increases, 
and attacks on democratic· rights have 
taken place in Quebec. 

''That's because the fight in defense of 
workers' rights in Quebec is completely 
intertwined with the fight against the 
national oppression of Quebecois. It's a 
fight for dignity, justice, and equality. The 
referendum reflects the continuing desire 

of working people and youth across 
Quebec to end the discrimination and 
injustice they face as a nationality," Dugre 
stated. 

This systematic discrimination is 
completely hidden in the debate on the 
referendum among capitalist politicians. 
French-speaking Quebecois have been 
oppressed for more than 150 years on the 
basis of language, and continue to face 
discrimination in jobs, education, and 
health care. 

"For example," Dugre said, "despite 

major gains by Quebecois over the past 
half century in closing the wage gap with 
workers whose first language is English, 
they still earn 16 percent less. Quebec has 
the greatest numbers living below the 
poverty line of any province, and the 
highest level of illiteracy. The infant 
mortality rate is higher among those 
whose mother tongue is French. 

"The Canadian constitution imposes a 
school system in Quebec that is divided 
along religious lines and is profoundly 
undemocratic" he noted. 

One participant asked whether the 
Quebec government gaining greater 
powers "would be a blow against national 
oppression, given that the Quebec 
government is capitalist and has no 
perspective for fighting against national 
oppression." 

Dugre argued that working people 
should support a yes vote, regardless of 
the character of Quebec's current 
government. "Firstly, it's a question of the 
right of Quebecois, an oppressed nation, 
to have the powers needed to combat 
national oppression, regardless of the 
character or intentions of the current 
government. Moreover, the decades-long 
fight by Quebecois to win these powers is 
at the center of the fight against national 
oppression, and is the concrete expression 
today of the fight for national self
determination. Winning these demands 
won't bring national oppression to an end. 
But it will unquestionably strengthen the 
fight to do so." 

Dugre urged participants at the meeting 
to campaign to get out the truth about the 
Quebec referendum, and win support for 
the "yes" vote in workplaces, 
neighborhoods, and political meetings. 

Heidi Rose is a member of International 
Association of Machinists Local 1295. 
Steve Penner is a member of United 
Steelworkers of Ame~ica Local 5338. 

Exposures shake 'kind' image of Canada military 
BY GEORGE ROSE 

TORONTO- The image of the Cana
dian military as "humanitarian peacekeep
ers" is fraying as new evidence comes to 
light that racist abuse of Som~li civilians 
was directed and approved by the top 
command of Canadian troops, who were 
in Somalia from 1992-93. The main con
cern of the army brass and Defense De
partment officials was to cover up - or 
failing that, to downplay and justify - the 
beatings and shootings of unarmed Soma
lis by the Canadian military. 

It proved impossible, however, to sup
press the fact that Shidane Arone, a So
mali teenager, was tortured and beaten to 
death by soldiers of the Canadian Air
borne Regiment in Belet Huen on March 
16, 1993. Arone's killers took "trophy" 
pictures of themselves shoving a club into 
the mouth of the bound Somali. youth and 
holding guns to his head, as blood dripped 
from his face. These photos were later 
printed on the front pages of Canadian 
newspapers, sparking widespread outrage. 

Several soldiers were court-martialed, 
but only enlisted men were held responsi
ble for Arone's murder. Officers of the 
Airborne were exonerated or given slaps 
on the wrist. The Defense Department 
later decided to disband the regiment after 
homemade videos were shown on televi
sion of brutal and racist "hazing" rituals at 
its home base in Ontario. 

Now some 1,200 pages of internal mili
tary documents have been released as a 
public inquiry gets under way into the Air
borne's actions in Somalia. 

The documents reveal that the initial 
military police investigation into Arone's 
torture and murder reported evidence of "a 
deliberate cover-up" by top officers of the 
Airborne's 2 Commando unit. But the fi
nal military police report merely said that 
the officers denied any conspiracy and 
that the investigation was closed. 

Racist abuse of Somali citizens 
As summarized by the October 6 

Toronto Star, the new documents show 
"soldiers beat, abused, humiliated and 
took trophy photographs of numerous So
mali civilian captives." Their commander, 
Col. Serge Labbe, is reported to have told 
soldiers, "I'm looking forward to my first 
dead Somali," and "A case of champagne 
to the first person . . . who gets or kills a 
Somali." 

Censored files from an earlier military 
inquiry in 1993 reported that a Canadian 
soldier, possibly an officer, bragged that 
he went to Somalia "to shoot me a nigger," 
and that troops talked about "beating up 
niggers" and sported white supremacist 
tattoos. The 1993 report asserted that 
racists were a "tiny minority" in the regi
ment. But the latest revelations make that 
claim hard to swallow. 

The Toronto Star listed several other in
cidents that were internally investigated 
but kept secret until now: 

• Throughout their six-month deploy
ment, soldiers put urine and Tabasco 
sauce in water bottles that were then given 

·to Somalis. 
• On Jan. 27, 1993, five Somalis were 
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tied up, photographed, and put on public 
display with signs saying "thieves" around 
their necks. Another Somali was captured 
and photographed with a knife and a gun 
to his head. The next day a senior officer 
ordered the destruction of photos of the 
abuse. 

• On an unknown date in 1993, other 
Somalis were captured and beaten. One 
corporal told investigators he heard a sol
dier kicking a detainee and telling him, 
"Shut up, you f---- n----, go ahead, pray to 
Allah." 

The internal reports show that some 
photos of Somalis being abused were 
viewed at defense headquarters in Ottawa 
as early as February 1993, a month before 
Arone was murdered. Brig;-Gen. Ernie 
Beno merely warned Labbe that "if such 
photographs were shown to the press, it 
could disturb the Canadian population." 

No charges ever laid 
No charges were ever laid for these in

cidents. 
On March 4, 1993, two unarmed Soma

lis were shot in the back, one fatally, as 
they fled from the perimeter of the Cana
dian forces compound. Major Barry Arm
strong, a doctor in the Canadian regiment 
who has played a big role in exposing 
Arone's murder · and other killings in So~ 
malia, told his superiors that "it was a 
criminal shooting in the back of two un
armed Somalis by our soldiers." But on 
March 5, the Airborne commander wired 
Ottawa that the shootings were justified to 
stop possible looters. 

In a recent television interview, Matt 
McKay, a former corporal in the Airborne, 
stated that Canadian soldiers actually set 
out to entrap Somalis by leaving the out-
side gates of their compound open. ..., 
McKay said soldiers were hiding in the 
sand when Shidane Arone entered the 
area. They jumped him, then threw him 
across some razor wire and into the camp, 
where he was tortured and murdered. 

Meanwhile top Canadian politicians are 
scrambling to avoid responsibility for the 
multiple cover-ups. Former Conservative 
prime minister Kim Campbell, who was 
defense minister at the time of the killings 
in Somalia, insists that "I was not being 
properly briefed," and that her deputy 
minister, Robert Fowler, "tended to down
play" the seriousness of events. Fowler, 
who is now Canadian ambassador to the 
United Nations, refuses to comment. And 
top military staff directly contradict 
.Campbell, saying that she was kept fully 
informed. 

The newly released documents also 
show that Col. Peter Kenward, the last 
commander of the Airborne, ordered the 
destruction of two videotapes showing a 
brutal Airborne "initiation ceremony" in 
1994, hoping to keep them out of the news 
media. (He was unsuccessful - there was 
a third copy.) His order came in the midst 
of an investigation into a 1992 hazing 
video. Nevertheless, Kenward was later 
promoted by Chief of Defense Staff Gen. 
John de Chastelain, with the agreement of 
David Collenette, defense minister in the 
current Liberal Party government. 


