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Safety is
ignored in
ferry wreck

BY CATHARINA TIRSEN

More than 900 passengers died as the
ferry Estonia sank in stormy weather at
midnight September 28 traveling from
Tallinn, Estonia, to Stockholm, Sweden.

Some 100 people were rescued from the
chilly waters during the first hours after the
accident. Nearly as many dead bodies were
also recovered.

This is the third serious ferry accident in
Scandinavia in recent years. In 1990, 158

Continued on page 3

U.S. troops
exert control
over Haiti

BY MAURICE WILLIAMS

A 21,000-strong U.S. occupation force
is now policing Haiti, exerting its control
throughout the country. Much to the dis-
may of the Clinton administration, the
Haitain security forces are in disarray as
exiled Haitian president Jean-Bertrand
Aristide makes plans to return to the coun-
try October 15. While Washington contin-
ues 1o try to prop up the army and police
apparatus, the U.S. military is increasingly
the real authority.

Col. Michel Francois, the notorious po-
lice chief of Port-au-Prince, fled Haiti Oc-
tober 4 following U.S. military raids on the
headquarters of the Front for the Advance-
ment and Progress of Haiti (FRAPH). The
FRAPH, which is a terrorist outfit tied to
the military and police, is despised by the
people of Haiti. The Clinton administration
has faced mounting criticism because of its
backhanded support of these thugs during
recent clashes with Haitian workers and
peasants.

While Haitian workers and peasants
have demonstrated their hatred of the secu-

rity forces, Lt. Gen. Henry Shelton, head of

Washington's operations in Haiti, still in-
sists that U.S. troops will continue to work
with the Haitian cops. “That institution,
which we are helping to reform, must sur-
vive as an institution,” Shelton said at an
October 3 news briefing.

“What appears to be the U.S.’s principle
fear,” an article in the Wall Street Journal
noted, is that Haitian workers and other
Aristide supporters will *go on a rampage
against the wealthy Haitians and support-
ers of the military regime.”Aristide, who
addressed the United Nations General As-
sembly on October 4, continues to balk
over granting general amnesty to all
those — in and out of the military — who
terrorized the Haitian people during the
past three years. At a news conference fol-
lowing his UN presentation, Aristide said
that political amnesty cannot be granted to
those who committed criminal acts while
in power. “When you talk about crimes
against humanity, you don’t talk of a gen-
eral amnesty,” he stated.

While saluting the U.S. occupying force,
Aristide added, “Despite the presence of a
multinational force, acts of violence to-
ward the people are continuing. The dis-
arming of paramilitary groups, namely
FRAPH and their attachés, is indispensable

Continued on page 4
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Cuban leader condemns
U.S. occupation of Haiti

Foreign Minister Robaina speaks out at United Nations

BY LAURA GARZA

UNITED NATIONS — “While we are
here delivering speeches, a small and im-
poverished Caribbean nation is being mili-
tarily occupied. The amazing deal struck
with the generals responsible for the coup
d’etat — who yesterday were threatened as
murderers but today are transformed into
complacent partners — ignores the deci-
sions of the international community and
the will of the Haitian people.”

So began the speech by Cuba's foreign
minister, Roberto Robaina, as he addressed
the United Nations General Assembly on
October 3.

The U.S. delegation stalked out of the
assembly hall before Robaina reached the
podium. Moments earlier they had been
enthusiastically applauding the speaker for
the Kuwaiti government, who profusely
thanked the UN Security Council for its
role in sponsoring the U.S.-led invasion of
[raq. Few if any of the dozens of govern-
ment delegates who have spoken here in
the past week have criticized Washington's
invasion of Haiti.

Washington installed dictatorships

In sharp contrast, Robaina declared, “It
was the guns of the invaders and the boots
of the foreign occupiers that installed in
Haiti the dictatorships of this century and
trained and supported those who today still
tyrannize their people. How, then can we
trust that they will bring democracy tomor-
row?"” Robaina asked.

“Cuba,” he underlined, “always sup-
ported and promoted efforts to restore the

Cuba’s minister of foreign affairs, Roberto Robaina, addressing UN General Assem-

bly in October 1993. “Our sovereignty, independence, and the socialism we freely
choose will never be a bargaining chip,” he said in recent assembly.

constitutional order in Haiti with the return
of President [Jean-Bertrand] Aristide with-
out conditions or restrictions, and rejected
attempts to resort to foreign intervention as
a means of resolving the conflict.

“Cuba denounced the Security Council’s
decision to support the violation of the
[UN] Charter by some of its members and

to join in their interventionist aims.

“Now, faced with a fait accompli, we
can only reiterate our government’s posi-
tion: those who applaud the invasion today
could become its victims tomorrow.”

Robaina scored the Security Council for

Continued on page 8

Framed unionist fights detention ruling

BY JOHN STUDER

*Your supplemental appeal is denied,”
concludes a memo sent to political activist
Mark Curtis by Debbie Nichols, a public
services supervisor at the lowa State Peni-
tentiary where Curtis is being held in disci-
plinary detention.

“I have reviewed your disciplinary re-
port, the disciplinary committee decision
and your supplemental appeal,” she writes.
*“The majority of the information you pre-
sented in your supplemental appeal was
addressed either at the time of the hearing
or in your original appeal.” Nichols’s
memo, which was dated September 22,
took 6 days to reach Curtis.

Curtis was convicted in a kangaroo hear-
ing at the prison September 12 on a trump-
ed up charge of assaulting another inmate.
He was sentenced to the maximum penalty
under prison regulations — 30 days in the
hole — and a year in lockup.

Curtis has served more than six years in
lowa prisons on frame-up charges of rape
and burglary. He was arrested and brutally
beaten by Des Moines police March 4,
1988, because of his participation in a pub-
lic campaign to defend 17 coworkers at the
Monfort meatpacking plant. The 17
workers — from Mexico and El Salva-
dor — had been seized by immigration po-
lice in a raid on the plant three days earlier.

The decision by Nichols exhausts Cur-
tis's appeal within the state penitentiary.
On September 30 he filed an appeal with
Sally Chandler Halford, director of the
lowa Department of Corrections, contest-

ing the ruling and sentence. The depart-
ment has 30 days to consider his request.

In the appeal, Curtis argues that there is
no evidence to demonstrate he assaulted
anyone. Curtis has served six years in
prison without a single charge of violent
activity and has received consistently good
conduct ratings.

He protests the blatant denial of his
rights in the prison hearing — he was kept
shackled hand and foot, denied the right to
a lawyer, and refused the right to confront
his accusers. The testimony of one witness
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was in the form of quotes in a statement
from a prison guard. The other was identi-
fied only as a “confidential informant.”
Even Administrative Law Judge Charles
Harper, the prison disciplinary committee
representative who conducted the hearing,
was forced to admit this was “not the best
evidence.”

William Kutmus, Curtis’s lawyer, also
wrote to the Department of Corrections to
ask for a meeting to discuss the appeal,

“There is a lack of any quality evidence
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Italian government calls for
austerity; unions begin protests

The Italian government is moving to cut
costs by closing hospitals, increasing costs
to patients for the country's national health
system, and taking other measures to cur-
tail social spending. In one move, the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Silvio Berlus-
coni is seeking to save some $3.3 billion by
increasing the qualifying age for pension
benefits and chopping pension increases
that match inflation.

Spontaneous strike actions against the
cutbacks took place in several parts of Italy
at the end of September, with workers
blocking traffic on some highways. On
September 27 transport workers began a
three-day series of stoppages to protest the
government’s failure to renew contracts.
Civil servants are planning a national strike
October 13 to rally against stalled pay ne-
gotiations. And national union leaders
have set October 14 for a four-hour general
strike to protest the austerity budget, which
includes attacks on pensions and health
care.

Swedish capitalist slurs Blacks

Peter Wallenberg, one of Sweden’s most
powerful industrialists, drew sharp rebuke
after slurring South African Blacks re-
cently. During an hour-long television in-
terview in mid-September, Wallenberg
was asked why he had objected to the
Swedish government’s vocal criticism of
the apartheid system in South Africa.
“There are a few well-educated Blackies,”
he replied, adding that Blacks did not have
the competence to run South Africa with-
out help from the white minority.

U.S. calls for air strikes in Bosnia

U.S. defense secretary William Perry re-
cently called for “more vigorous applica-
tion of NATO air strikes” against Serb
forces in Bosnia led by Radovan Karadzic
if they harass United Nations troops sta-
tioned in the former Yugoslavia, The Clin-
ton administration set an October 15 dead-
line for Karadzic to accept a U.S.-backed
deal. U.S. president Bill Clinton has re-
treated on a pledge he made several
months ago to lift the arms embargo
against the Bosnian government if the
rightists do not accept an agreement. Clin-
ton's public pledge to lift the embargo is

More than lO0,000Berbers marched October 3 in Tizi-Ouzo
ria to demand language rights from the government. They also rallied to con-
demn the kidnapping and murder of a popular Berber political singer.
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opposed by the governments of Russia ,
France, and Britain.

Moscow searches for investors

The Russian government is looking for
capitalist investors to salvage its declining
oil and gas industry, Russia’s oil reserves
of 48.4 billion barrels and natural gas re-
serves of 47.6 trillion cubic meters are
among the world's largest. Some of the
companies ready to invest include Texaco,
Amoco, Exxon, and Norway's Norsk Hy-
dro. However, corporate officials are
awaiting legislation that will provide future
production rights to foreign-owned compa-
nies.

Azerbaijan oil deal signed
An $8 billion oil deal was signed
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September 20 in Baku, the capital of the
former Soviet republic of Azerbaijan.
Moscow protested the agreement, demand-
ing the pipeline route pass instead through
its territory. The Russian government has
threatened to halt all oil and gas explo-
ration in the Caspian Sea unless it gets its
way.

A consortium of 10 companies, includ-
ing U.S. and British firms, signed the 30-
year contract with the Azeri government.
Lukoil, a Russian semi-private oil com-
pany, received a 10 percent stake in the
agreement after strong pressure from
Moscow for its inclusion.

Monitor almost complete in Iraq

UN inspectors are completing the instal-
lation of high-tech monitoring equipment
throughout Iraq. The spy equipment will be
linked to UN headquarters in Baghdad by
microwave radio signals. This gear is sup-
posed to prevent the Iraqi military from
building long-range missiles, and nuclear,
biological, or chemical weapons.

Frequent, surprise flights over different
parts of Iraq are planned with no respect
for the country’s sovereignty, A UN senior
officer told the Wall Street Journal, “There
has never been a monitoring program like
this.... We have pretty much the right to do
anything we want in Iraq.”

Pollution threat spreads in China

China is in the midst of a national envi-
ronmental crisis according to Chinese and

U.S. scientists. The problem is a looming
economic catastrophe. Hundreds of facto-
ries are allowed to dump toxic waste into
rivers or pump them into the atmosphere.
In mid-August, when scores of factories
flushed their waste tanks into the Huai
River, more than 26 million pounds of fish
were killed and dozens of fish farms were
wiped out. Losses totaled $75 million.

More than 14,000 people died from poi-
sons in fertilizers and pesticides used in
agriculture in 1992 and 1993, says China's
Agricultural Ministry. The number of
deaths from lung cancer due to atmo-
spheric pollution has climbed 18.5 percent
in major cities, according to the country's
National Environmental Agency.

Labor unrest increases in Peru

Labor protests in Peru escalated
September 20 when workers at the main
mining complex, Centromin Peru, and at
the National Railroad, began an indefinite
strike 1o demand better wages.

Centromin, which is going through a pri-
vatization process, has 8,500 workers in
seven mines and a foundry northeast of the
capital city of Lima. One rail union leader
said their strike is a result of a three-year
wage freeze and the government's plan to
end collective agreements.

The mining and railroad shutdowns
come on top of a two-day strike by 20,000
university teachers and hospital workers.

Teacher rejects silent moment

Brian Brown, a high school teacher in
Georgia, was fired September 22 for refus-
ing to observe a state-mandated moment of
silence, which became law carlier this year.
The Gwinett County School Board dis-
missed Brown for insubordination and
“conduct unbecoming a teacher.” Brown
has filed suit in Federal District Court in
Atlanta challenging the constitutionality of
the law, which undermines the provision
for the separation of church and state.
Brown's lawyer said his termination would
be appealed to the state school board.

—MAURICE WILLIAMS
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Scourge of capitalism fuels plague in India

Government 1nact10n 1s to blame for conditions aff llctmg the working class

BY PAT SMITH

Government officials in India report
the appearance of 1,800 cases of pneu-
monic plague, a variant of bubonic
plague, which wiped out large hunks of
the population of Europe six centuries
ago. "It is certainly an epidemic, and it
is the most serious outbreak of the dis-
eas¢ in many years,” said Thomson
Prentice of the United Nation's World
Health Organization.

The Indian government claims 50
people have died from the recent out-
break, mostly in and around the west-
ern port city of Surat. But medical per-
sonnel and residents of the diamond-
cutting and textile-weaving center put
the figure at 300 or more. Doctors say
the government is understating the
severity of the epidemic by counting
only those people who have died in
Surat’s New Civil Hospital, which is
designated to receive patients with the
disease. The government ordered para-
military troops to surround the hospital
after 100 plague-stricken patients fled
the facility because of lack of confi-
dence in the medical care they would re-
ceive.

Hundreds of thousands of people, in-
cluding at least 500 doctors, have left Surat
since the first confirmed death September
21. Thousands are out of work as factories
remain closed. Government officials insist
the spread of the disease has been con-
tained. But at least 20 different cities and
towns have reported cases of the plague,
including Bombay, New Delhi, and Cal-
cutta, the three largest cities in India.

Governments in other parts of the world
are contributing to the panic. The Pakistani
government sealed all air, land, and rail
routes to India. The Gulf states banned
flights and closed ports to ships from India.
Mitsui, the Japanese trading company, is
repatriating the families of India-based ex-
ccutives, Doctors in Frankfurt boarded
early morning flights from India Septem-
ber 27 to check passengers for fever and
other symptoms, All other flights from In-

-
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dia will be monitored. Similar measures
are being taken in Paris.

The appearance of the plague takes
place as the development of capitalism in
India is expanding. Modern factories are
being built. But the holdovers of precapi-
talist society still exist and most working
people are living under miserable social
conditions,

Growing class differentiation

Seventy percent of India’s 880 million
people are farmers and some 15 million
people are held in debt bondage. Millions
of peasants are moving to the cities where
they can earn more than the 20 cents a day
they get working the land. Men, women,
and children are pushed into urban slums
and are forced, under the most wretched
conditions, to compete for jobs to survive.
The transformation of the peasantry into
urban wage workers is fueling an invest-
ment boom for the capitalists.

Modern buildings overlook a slum in Bombay. Expansion of capitalism in India draws peasants
into the working class and creates the miserable conditions that fueled spread of plague.

Surat has been one of the fastest grow-
ing industrial cities in India over the past
decade. Coca-Cola, PepsiCo, General
Electric Capital, and other corporations
have invested millions of dollars in plants
and equipment in India since 1991 when
the government of Prime Minister P.V.
Narasimha Rao imposed an economic re-
structuring program designed to lure for-
eign capital into the country. Investment in
paper values has also mushroomed since
the Indian government opened its stock
market to international capital in 1992 and
eased rules for issuing stocks overseas. In-
vestment from these sources has soared
from almost nothing three years ago to an
estimated $4 billion in the last year.

The expansion of capitalism in India is
creating a much larger and better-off mid-
dle class and a growing home market. At
the same time, class differentiation is in-
creasing. Some 200 million working peo-
ple don’t have enough to eat. About half

Safety ignored in Baltic ferry disaster

Continued from front page

people died when a fire broke out on board
the Scandinavian Star. Fire safety installa-
tions on board proved to be completely in-
sufficient or malfunctioning. In January
1993, the ferry Jan Heweliusz sank be-
tween Poland and Sweden, killing 58 peo-
ple. Unsecured cargo — mostly commer-
cial trucks on the vehicle deck — shoved
about by a storm that night, caused the
ferry 10 capsize and quickly sink.

Some of the surviving passengers on
board the Estonia report that water flooded
the car deck through an open bow door as
the ferry made its way through 20-foot-
high waves in a storm. Water on the main
car deck will cause high ferries to destabi-

lize. Lacking bulkheads and interior walls
on the vehicle deck that would constrain
the movement of water,the ferries quickly
become unstable in the event of a leak of
little more than a foot of water, experts
say.With nothing to stop it once inside the
vessle, the water sloshes freely around the
vehicle hold, building momentum. Experts
say it is nearly impossible to right a ferry
once this movement has started. But equip-
ping the ferry with bulkheads would dimin-
ish the number of vehichels it can hold.

Safety defects previously reported
Security inspectors from the National

Maritime Board in Sweden had reported

defective seals on the Esronia recently on

Sinn Fein leader denounces
British gov’t stalling on talks

BY DON MACKLE

CLEVELAND — Speaking to several
hundred supporters at two meetings here
September 20, Sinn Fein president Gerry
Adams called for the release of Irish politi-
cal prisoners, an end to the British troop
occupation of Northern Ireland, and the
termination of death squad activities by
supporters of British rule.

*The Irish people must have restored to
them their right to national self-determ-
ination,” said Adams. “That is part of what
must be negotiated in the talks,” he said,
referring to proposed constitutional talks
on the future of Northern Ireland.

Adams’s second visit to the United
States came on the heels of the announce-
ment of a “complete cessation of military
operations” by the Irish Republican Army.
He called for similar “demilitarizing” in
Northern Ireland by the British army and
the right-wing forces who support union
with British rule.

"We have confidence in the unionists,"

Adams said, “We're not talking about peo-
ple’s religion but about their political affil-
iation. We have confidence unionists will
be more willing to come to an agreement
than their leaders.”

He called for the Royal Ulster Constabu-
lary to be disbanded and replaced with an
unarmed police force. He added that for-
mer members of the RUC must be permit-
ted to apply to join the new police force.

“An Ireland without the unionists is not
an Ireland worth fighting for," said Adams.
Asked if he would support a bill of rights
and the separation of church and state simi-
lar to those guaranteed in the U.S. constitu-
tion, Adams replied, *We have argued for
a new charter which would include free-
dom of religious beliefs and the UN Char-
ter on Human Rights.”

Adams said the demilitarization process
should include the release of Irish political
prisoners. “There are 700 political prison-
ers. At some point in the process they must
be sent home."”

the inner bow opening where vehicles are
loaded into the ferry.

Several days after the accident, on
September 30, the National Maritime
Board reported that they had been in-
formed of six recent near accidents involv-
ing the failure of outer bow sections on
other ships, including on the Diana, a sister
ship of the Esronia. The incidents had not
been determined to be a pattern and no
changes in construction of the ferries were
made. However, after the Estonia disaster
a number of ferries were checked and sev-
eral deficiencies were found, some requir-
ing repair before the vessles could traffic
the Baltic Sea again,

The ferry traffic on the Baltic Sea and
the North Sea is intense. Much of the mer-
chandise between Scandinavia and the rest
of Europe is loaded on trucks and trailers
and transported via ferries over the seas,
Just-in-time inventory systems make this
traffic even more vital.

Workers in factories around Stockholm
are seriously discussing the catastrophe.
Ferries are also a popular and comparably
cheap mass transportation system between
many countries used regularly by workers.
Many workers also take part in courses and
conferences aboard ship. Several such
groups were on board the Estonia the night
it capsized.

*“You just have to look at the shape of
these ferries, high and narrow, to realize
they are dangerous,” said a former sailor
now working in a meatpacking plant in
Stockholm. “Money really comes before
security,” said another as more information
about incidents with other ferries has come
to light.

“If the wind is more than 10 meters per
second, I never travel on a ferry like that,”
said a former chief engineer at Kockums
shipyard in Malmé where many such-ships
have been built.

Catharina Tirsén is a memberof the
Swedish Food Workers union at Pripps
Breweries, Bromma, Stockholm.

the population is illiterate.

The government has imposed auster-
ity measures that further squeeze the
living standards of workers and peas-
ants. The proportion of the gross do-
mestic product the Indian government
spends on social services, including
health care, has dropped to a paltry 4.8
percent, according to the World Bank.

Many of New Delhi's 9 million resi-
dents live in squatter camps. The local
government is on a campaign to bull-
doze these homes and take the land.
More than half the city’s residents live
in substandard housing, many lacking
running water.

“It is virtually impossible to obtain
electricity, telephone service or a cook-
ing gas line without a bribe,” reports
the Washington Post. The air is so pol-
luted that police wear masks over their
nose and mouths at the busy intersec-
tions. A recent World Bank report lists
New Delhi as one of the seven most
polluted cities in the world. Hundreds
of the city's schools lack electricity,
bathrooms, and running water.

One theory gaining ground among epi-
demiologists and bacteriologists in India is
that migrant workers from rural areas car-
ried the bubonic plague bacteria with them
to Surat, where its development into the
easily spread airborne pneumonic form of
the disease was hastened by poor sanitary
conditions.

Poor sanitation feeds spread of plague

Surat residents say government inaction
to the devastation from monsoon rains was
to blame for the reemergence of the plague.
Large areas of the city were submerged by
as much as 10 feet of water in early
September, driving rats from their nests
and killing hundreds of animals. When the
water receded, more than 1,000 animal car-
casses and other debris littered the streets.
The government made no effort to clean it
up, creating a breading ground for disease.

Surat, a city of 2.7 million people, has
no sewage treatment system. Raw sewage
is channeled through storm drains to open-
air “soak pits.” Only half of the garbage
generated in the city each day is collected,
according to accounts in local newspapers.
The poor sanitary conditions have bred a
huge rat population, but local officials say
there has never been a program to combat
the scourge. The plague is generally a dis-
ease of rodents and is spread mainly from
rats to humans by fleas.

The UN World Health Organization said
world statistics on the plague are incom-
plete. However, the figures that exist show
a dramatic increase in deaths from the dis-
ease over the past 15 years, despite the fact
that the plague is casily treated with antibi-
otics. In 1992, nine countries reported
1,768 cases, including almost 200 deaths.
For the entire 14 years prior to this, a total
of 14,856 cases, including 1,451 deaths ,
were reported in 21 countries.

THE ‘MILITANT’: SOON
AVAILABLE VIA COMPUTER

Militant readers around the world
will soon be able to pick up the paper
on their computers. This will make
the news and analysis in the socialist
newspaper available to fighting
workers and youth at the same time
— whether they live in Sydney, Aus-
tralia, or Peoria, Illinois. In fact, the
paper should be available electroni-
cally even before it hits the presses
here in New York.

With the almost instant delivery of
the paper, readers of the Militant can
be more quickly armed to defend
Cuba's socialist revolution, and to
tell the truth about the U.S. military
occupation of Haiti and labor battles
around the world. Supporters of the
paper will be able to read, study, and
discuss the articles in each issue well
before they go out to sell the paper at
plant gates, picket lines, and cam-
puses.

Next week’s issue will carry infor-
mation on how to get the Militant via
computer, including needed equip-
ment and how to get on line.
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Big effort is needed
for Pathfinder Fund

BY PAUL MAILHOT

With just six weeks to go, supporters of
the Pathfinder Press book publishing pro-
gram around the world have a substantial
challenge ahead of them to meet the
$125,000 goal. We now stand at $31,880.
This past week was the biggest collection
to date, with $11,385 coming in. This
amount was nearly double what was sent in
the previous week.

Even with the big progress made this
week, the fund is substantially behind
schedule and we have not made our target
of having in hand $50,000 by October 1.
To be on target for this scoreboard local
areas would have to be over 54 percent.

Many supporters of the Pathfinder Fund
got a late start in organizing the effort and
are just now beginning to collect pledges
that were made more than two months ago
at an international socialist conference in
Oberlin, Ohio. Top priority needs to be
given in every area to collect on those
pledges so that we don’t fall farther behind.
Fund supporters have only just begun to
tap into the potential for contributions that
can be made by coworkers, fellow fighters,
and friends who value Pathfinder’s unique
contribution of keeping the writings of rev-
olutionary and communist leaders in print,

Supporters to organize fund events

Supporters of the fund in Atlanta, Salt
Lake City, San Francisco, Seattle, St. Paul,
Minnesota; Washington, D.C. and other
cities are making plans to give the drive a
boost in their areas by organizing public
Pathfinder Fund rallies. Such meetings can
help to explain the importance of
Pathfinder’s publishing program for
working-class fighters today and garner
new pledges from workers and youth who
arc becoming more familiar with
Pathfinder.

Supporters of the fund in New Zealand
got an early start on organizing rallies and

collecting on their pledges. As a result they
were able to raise their goal earlier and are
at the top of the chart.

Pathfinder will soon release The Boli-
vian Diary of Ernesto Che Guevara. This
new edition of the book, by one of the cen-
tral leaders of the Cuban revolution, marks
one of Pathfinder's most important and
ambitious publishing projects this year.
The introduction to the Bolivian Diary by
Mary-Alice Waters was printed in last
week’s issue of the Militant. As Waters
points out, many facets of Che Guevara are
revealed in other collections of his writings
and speeches available from Pathfinder,
but “without the Che of the Bolivian Diary,
the rounded communist is missing.”

‘Case of Legless Veteran’

Pathfinder will also soon be reprinting a
new edition of The Case of the Legless Vet-
eran by James Kutcher, This book, which
has been out of print for some time, brings
to life the story of how, in a key civil liber-
ties case during the McCarthy era, a broad
defense campaign for Kutcher took on the
witch-hunters and defeated them. The
eight-year fight by Kutcher, a World War
IT veteran who had lost both legs during the
war and was fired from his civil service job
because of his communist views, was sup-
ported by unions across the country. The
book is a moving account of how working
people can fight for their rights today.

The pledges made to the Pathfinder
Fund are an invaluable aid in keeping a
vast arsenal of communist books in print
for fighting workers and youth today and
future generations who will mine these
works for the lessons they provide about
the working class struggle. Every contribu-
tion, big or small, is needed and can help
make the $125,000 goal.

To get your collection totals into the
next scoreboard checks must be received
no later than Tuesday, 12 noon EDT.

$125,000 Pathfinder Fund
D Goal Total Paid Percent
$125,000 Australia $1,000.00 $0.00
Britain $1,500.00 12%
London $70.00
Manchester $0.00
Sheffield $105.00
Canada
Vancouver $150.00 $20.00 13%
Montreal $120.00
Toronto $117.00
France $252.00
Greece $100.00 $0.00
New Zealand
Wellington $100.00 $119.00 118%
Auckland $1,850.00 $1,063.00 57%
Christchurch $550.00 $186.00 34%
Puerto Rico $75.00 $75.00 100%
Sweden $710.00 $160.00 23%
S 1 United States
$75,000 Portiand $50.00 $100.00 200%
Albuquerque $100.00 $100.00 100%
Denver $100.00 $100.00 100%
Cincinnati $150.00 $100.00 67%
Philadelphia $6,500.00 $3,950.00 61%
Salt Lake $5,000.00 $2,810.00 56%
Des Moines $3,000.00 $1,330.00 44%
Pittsburgh $5,500.00 $2,381.00 43%
$50,000 Brooklyn $8,000.00 $3,420.00 43%
Chicago $7.400.00 $2,215.00 30%
San Francisco $10,000.00 $2,650.00 27%
Detroit $6,000.00 $1.485.00 25%
Twin Cities $7,500.00 $1,820.00 24%
Newark $6,500.00 $1,365.00 21%
Seattle $5,000.00 $1,040.00 21%
St. Louis $3,750.00 $745.00 20%
Birmingham $2,800.00 $550.00 20%
Cleveland $3,500.00 $680.00 19%
Los Angeles $8,500.00 $1,280.00 15%
Miami $2,900.00 $356.00 12%
= —— Houston $3,250.00 $310.00 10%
== Greensboro $2,500.00 $190.00 8%
3 = New York $7,500.00 $270.00 4%
Washington,DC $3,000.00 $101.00 3%
Boston $5,000.00 $150.00 3%
] Atlanta $5,000.00 $70.00 1%
$10,000 Morgantown $2,175.00 $25.00 1%
Edinboro $625.00 $0.00 0%
== Peoria $750.00 $0.00 0%
TOTAL $125,000.00 $31,880.00 26%
Enclosed is § I pledge 0$1,000 O3$500 O$100 OOther
Name
Address
City Zip Country
Send contributions to Pathfinder, 410 West Street, New York, NY 10014

Washington’s troops exert control over Haiti

Continued from front page

for peace to prevail throughout the coun-
try.”
As a demonstration of its supposed re-
solve to deal with the paramilitary gangs,
U.S. soldiers raided FRAPH offices in
Port-au-Prince and Cap-Haitien on Octo-
ber 3. The raids occurred three days after
the attachés fired on a march of several
thousand in Port-au-Prince that had been
organized to mark the third anniversary of
the military coup that overthrew Aristide.
Eight people were killed, most of them
shot by the attachés.

The rally and route of the march were
announced well in advance by Aristide's
supporters. Police trucks were seen loading
up armed men in civilian clothes near the
FRAPH headquarters. U.S. soldiers, who
were out in strength the morning of the
march, were nowhere near the demonstra-
tion. Instead, they took up positions along
the main commercial street in the center of
town that leads to Pétionville, the lavish
arca of where the ruling class elite lives.
Fire trucks were parked on the side of the
road in position to hose down the
marchers.

Raid targets Aristide supporters

The first U.S. weapons raid, staged Oc-
tober 2, was directed not at the paramili-
tary groups but at supporters of Aristide.
Several hundred U.S. troops backed by
tanks surrounded the grounds of a dance
troupe in Port-au-Prince while it was prac-
ticing. According to the Times, the tip for
the raid came from a well-known attache
who said the area was a terrorist training
camp stashed full of weapons.

The next day several thousand Haitians
cheered while U.S, forces faced off at the
FRAPH headquarters and the adjacent bar,
which many members of the paramilitary
group frequent, and began making arrests.
A large cache of weapons was seized and
35 people were arrested. Another 75 peo-
ple were arrested in a raid by U.S. soldiers
on FRAPH headquarters in Cap-Haitien.

In Port-Au -Prince, Haitian police came
to the FRAPH headquarters brandishing
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automatic weapons shortly after the U.S.
military action. They were apprehended by
the U.S. troops. who confiscated their
weapons. Some policemen had their
mouths taped shut. The U.S. forces then
drove off and later released the cops.
Shortly afterwards, thousands of
Haitians poured into the streets chanting
pro-Aristide and pro-U.S. slogans. They
broke through the wire fence set up by U.S.
forces and began to smash the windows of
the FRAPH headquarters and the adjacent
bar. Furniture, computers, light bulbs, and
other equipment were destroyed. People
shouted , “Don't steal, break!™ Posters of
former dictator Jean-Claude “Baby Doc”
Duvalier were discovered and ripped to
shreds. The crowd was about to burn down

the buildings when the U.S. troops re-
turned and stopped them..

While U.S. forces were pressured to go
after some of the most brutal and discred-
ited elements of the paramilitary structure,
the leader of FRAPH, Emmanuel Constant,
spoke at a news conference in Port-au-
Prince October 4. The U.S. embassy
helped to organize the meeting. Constant
told the conference he would lay down his
arms and not oppose the return of Aristide.
U.S. soldiers and military vehicles had to
be set up to protect Constant, as angry
Haitians jeered him and shouted for his ar-
rest. The Clinton administration had earlier
called Constant a thug and murderer.

In another development marking Wash-
ington's growing control over Haiti, for-

mer New York City police commissioner
Raymond Kelly has been assigned by Clin-
ton to rebuild a credible police apparatus in
the country. Kelly announced that a new
Haitian police academy will open to train
cops soon after Aristide’s anticipated ar-
rival on October 15. The U.S. government
will foot the bill for the Haitian cops’
wages.

Kelly headed the New York City police
department during a recent rash of cop
beatings and corruption scandals. A com-
mission set up to investigate uncovered in-
cidents of rape, drug trafficking, robbery,
and beatings by police during Kelly's
tenure as the city’s chief cop. Kelly openly
attacked the commission hearings as *“one-
sided™ and “scripted.”

Miami demonstration marks Haiti coup

BY SETH GALINSKY

MIAMI — More than a thousand people
marched in Miami's Little Haiti September
30 to commemorate the 1991 coup that
overthrew the government of President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

The overwhelming majority of partici-
pants expressed support for the U.S. inva-
sion and occupation of Haiti, Hundreds
danced in the streets, chanting slogans
about what many expect to be Aristide’s
quick return to the island. The demonstra-
tion was organized by the Coalition of
Haitian Organizations in Florida, which in-
cludes Veye-Yo, the largest Haitian-
American group here,

Veye-Yo leader Samedi Florevil led
demonstrators in a chant in Creole.
“Whether they want it or not, Aristide must
return. They must learn to respect us. Cé-
dras must go,” the marchers shouted.

“I am proud to have been for the U.S.
intervention from the beginning,” Jack
Lieberman told the crowd. Lieberman, a
member of the American Jewish Congress,
added that he had “argued with my friends
on the left who disagree with me. But re-
cent events show that I am right. The U.S.
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entrance has started an unprecedented up-
surge of the Haitian masses. The military is
dissolving.”

Al the same time Lieberman, like other
speakers on the platform, criticized the role
of former president Jimmy Carter in the ne-
gotiations and said that a reorganization of
the army and police is not enough. A new
police force, “appointed by Aristide,” is
needed, he said.

The only organization present that op-
posed the intervention was the Socialist
Workers Party. The Socialist Workers
campaign distributed leaflets in French and
English titled “No U. S. intervention in
Haiti: Open the U.S. border to Haitian
refugees.” The socialist candidates in
Florida are Ernest Mailhot for U.S. Senate,
Francisco Picado for Governor, and Mau-
reen Coletta and Laura Garza for U.S.
Congress.

The socialist literature sparked discus-
sions among many of the protesters. “Yes
to the intervention,” said one young
woman passing by.

*“You are right about the United States,”
said another. “But we have no alternative.
We needed someone to come from outside

to save us. Soon we will have our president
back.”

A handful of demonstration participants
came to the socialist campaign table and
said they also opposed the U.S. interven-
tion. "It will end up being just like 1915,
said one Haitian worker, referring to the
U.S. invasion carlier this century. That
time, U.S. military forces occupied the
country for nearly 20 years,

Socialist Workers gubernatorial candi-
date Francisco Picado was one of the
speakers at the demonstration,

“The U.S. troops are not and have no in-
tention of bringing democracy to Haiti,” he
said. “True democracy for working people
can only come through self-determination.
“The U.S. goal is to protect the interests of
the ruling rich in Haiti and those in the
United States who profit from the suffering
of Haiti's people.”

Picado pointed to the examples of work-
ing people in Cuba and South Africa and
their successful fights against U.S. imperi-
alism and apartheid.

While some people in the demonstration
were obviously upset with Picado's pre-
sentation, others applauded his remarks.
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Special teams aid target week

BY GREG
ROSENBERG
“Send us 125 Mili-
tants, 8 more copies
of Perspectiva Mun-
dial, and 3 pounds of
subscription blanks,”
reads a note from dis-
tributors of the work-
ing-class press in Salt
Lake City. Supporters
of the Militant there
mapped out ambitious
plans during a target
sales period October
1-9. They organized
three teams to visit
coal mining regions in
Arizona, Utah, and
Wyoming, along with
high school and col-
lege campuses in Ne-

v

-

coal miners through-
out the area to help
spread the word about
the October [5 na-
tional rally in De-
catur, [llinois to sup-
port striking workers

at Caterpillar and
Bridgestone/  Fire-
stone along with

workers fighting a
lockout by A.E. Sta-
ley. Dozens of Mili-
tant distributors from
the Midwest and be-

// yond are making

/ - plans to participate in

Gljﬂn-tﬂnﬂmq 5 this important activ-
- Alni WAR DRIVE iy,

E‘l(]fS Ums AGAINST ¢ UBA A special sales

Hors de “Aa=—""T" team to the Caribbean

island of Puerto Rico

vada and  north- (zeianfanamo i -« .. netied 16 Perspectiva
central Utah. Militant/Phoenix Kendrick Mundial and 2 Mili-

The target week Sales of socialist press at Miami rally calling for return of anr  subscriptions.
provided an opportu- exiled Haitian president Jean-Bertrand Aristide. Distributors in New
nity to get the interna- York and Washington

tional drive to win new readers to
the Militant, the Spanish-language
Perspectiva Mundial, and the
Marxist magazine New Interna-
tional on track. Complete figures
for the effort will be included in
next week's sales column.

While all the figures aren’t in
yet, using the momentum gener-
ated during the special effort will
be important to get on schedule for
the rest of the drive, which culmi-
nates November 13. Fighting
workers and young people need
the news and analysis provided in
the pages of these publications.
This is especially true as Washing-
ton reinforces it's occupation of
Haiti and continues it's decades-
long campaign to crush the Cuban
revolution. Working people need
the facts about these develop-
ments, which can’t be found in the
pages of the big-business press.

Distributors in the Minneapolis-
St. Paul area report continued suc-
cess in reaching out to working
people and youth in Minnesota.
Railroad workers at Canadian Pa-
cific Soo Line are now back to

work after a lengthy strike against
the rail carrier. Interest in the Mili-
tant continues in the yards. Sup-
porters of the socialist newsweekly
who work at CP Rail have gone
over their goal of selling ten sub-
scriptions to fellow workers and
are raising it for the second time
during the drive.

Young Socialists member Lisa
Rottach joined a sales team to the
western Minnesota town of Wor-
thington, where a Monfort pack-
inghouse is located. She sold two
subscriptions 1o Perspectiva
Mundial and one to the Miiitant to
packinghouse workers angry over
high injury rates and long hours of
forced overtime. Rottach reported
the workers were glad to see a
publication that took the side of
the working class.

In Morgantown, West Virginia,
distributors began their week by
selling two Militant subscriptions
at West Virginia University, where
eight students signed up to get
more information on the Young
Socialists. Dennis Richter reports
expanded efforts to reach out to

Workers show interest in

BY MAURICE WILLIAMS
As the campaign to sell the
Pathfinder book Te Speak the

BOOKS SOLD
Goal

City Sold

Alanta 20 12
Bimmingnam 5 4
Boston 20 10
Brooklyn 40 29
Chicago 30 9
Cleveland 20 9
Des Mones 20 17
Detroit 8 12
Greensboro 10 9
Houston 17 ]
Los Angeies 40 8
Miami 25 17
Morgantoran 10 S
New York 50 3!
Newark 30 10
Peoria 0 |
Prilageliphia 22 7
Prttsburgh 20 3
Saft Lake City 20 5
San Frankisco 30 20
Seattie 25 18
St.Louis 12 &
Twin Cities 25 12
Washington D.C 20 12
France 2 !
Aucidand 10 10
Chastchurch S 2
Syncey 10 6
Morereal 10 5
Vancouver 10 10
Toral 801 3N
Unions Goat Soid

ACTWU 8 z
IAM 40 9
nawu 10 1
OCAW 24 3
UAW 35 5
UFQW & 2
USWA 20 6
utu 35 21

Truth: Why Washington's ‘Cold
War' Against Cuba Doesn’t End
enters its final week, every indica-
tion is that there is serious interest
in what leaders of the Cuban revo-
lution have to say. More than 300
copies of the book have been sold.

Supporters of the campaign in
Des Moines have just about
wrapped up their effort, selling 17
out of a goal of 20 books — 85
percent. Jose Alvarado, a member
of the International Association of
Machinists (IAM) union at Eagle
Iron in Des Moines reports that he
sold a copy of To Speak the Truth
and a subscription to the Militant
newspaper to a worker at the John
Deere plant in Ankheny, Towa.
The Deere worker , who is also a
member of the United Auto Work-
ers, told Alvarado, “All the U.S.
did was rape the island, consider-
ing what they had before the revo-
lution. I know Fidel Castro for be-
ing the revolutionary he is in over-
throwing Batista. They don’t want
a socialistic government in this
hemisphere, but they got it,” he
added.

Jason Redrup, another 1AM
member, who works at Eagle Sys-
tems in Seattle, reports that a team
of socialists went to Evergreen
State College in Olympia, Wash-
ington. The team set up a literature
table on the campus with signs that

D.C. organized to join a supporter
in San Juan for the annual Grito de
Lares demonstration to demand
independence from Washington's
colonial hold over the country.
Thousands of mostly young people
attended the day long event of po-
litical speeches and music com-
memorating the first revolt for in-
dependence in 1868.

There was special interest in the
publications’ extensive coverage
of the socialist revolution in Cuba
and Washington's provocations
against Havana.

Joining a demonstration of 200
at the University of Puerto Rico
against a proposed reduction in the
right to bail, the team sold two
subscriptions to Perspectiva Mun-
dial.

Along with subscriptions, read-
ers are encouraged to send in brief
stories or anecdotes about success-
ful sales. And anyone who would
like to order a weekly bundle of
the Militant can do so by calling
the business office at (212) 243-
6392.

Cuba book

said “U.S. hands off Cuba™ and
“End the Embargo.” Redrup said
the signs drew people to the table
and two copies of To Speak the
Truth were sold along with two
subscriptions to the Militant,

Robert Dees from Greensboro,
reports, “Two North Carolina tex-
tile workers bought To Speak the
Truth recently.” One, who works
at the big Cone White Oak mill,
met a salesperson at the plant gate.
After a followup visit at his home,
the worker bought the book. Both
people decided to take advantage
of the special offer to buy the book
and get a subscription to the Mili-
tant.

The campaign to sell 500 copies
of To Speak the Truth still faces a
big challenge with nearly 200
books left to sell. This goal can be
met if supporters reach out broadly
to workers and young people.

Supporters in the industrial
unions are a key component of this
campaign. One rail worker in New
York, Ruth Robinett, has sold
seven copies of the book to her
coworkers at Amtrak.

Robinett, who recently visited
Cuba, said that many workers want
to learn more about the Cuban rev-
olution since the recent U.S.
provocations. Reading the book
To Speak the Truth is one good
way to do it.

1,250 NEW INTERNATIONAL

WHERE WE STAND end of week four

SOLD 32 % SHOULD BE 40%

4

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAA

\AAAAA

IN THE UNIONS

AUSTRALIA
- AWU 1 3 33% 0 0 0 1
®  FPU ] 3 33% 0 1 1 2
b BRITAIN

TGWU 2 7 29% 0 0 0 0
b RMT 3 22 14% 0 0 0 0
> AEEU 0 6 0% 0 0 0 0
: NUM 0 2 0% 0 0 0 0
P Britain Total 5 37 14% 0 0 0 0
5 CANADA

CAW 9 12 75% 0 0 0 1

USWA 4 0 44% 0 1 0 3

IAM 3 18 17% 0 0 0 1

ACTWU 0 2 0% o 3 0 7

CEP 0 5 0% 0 ] 0 3

Canada Total 14 46 30% 0 o

NEW ZEALAND

UrBGwu 1 5 20% 0 0 0 i

Mwu 1 4 25% 0 0 0 1
\ EU 0 6 0% 0 1 0 1
| N.Z.Total 2 15 13% 0 1 0 3
! SWEDEN

Food workers 1 3 33% 0 0 0 2

Metal workers 0 2 0% 0 0 2

Sweden Total i 5 20% 0 0 E)
" UNITED STATES
| Urcw 9 15 60% 8 7 0 5
> UTU 34 85 52% 1 ) 0 25
| OCAW 17 46 37% 6 2 0 15

UAW 44 135 33% 1 15 0 30
P ISWA 22 87 25% 1 3 1 19
| 1LGWU 5 20 25% 5 20 2 15
b 1AM 19 B0 24% 0 3 1 14

ACTWU 3 25 12% 6 1 0 14

UMWA 4

U.S. Total 167 493 34% 28 8 4 137

\AAAAAAAAAAAAAA YYYVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVYY

ACTWU-Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union; AEEU-Amalgamated
Engineering and Electrical Workers Union; AFMEU-Automotive, Food, Metals and
Engincering Union; CAW-Canadian Auto Workers; EU-Engineers Union; FPU-
Food Preservers' Union; 1AM-International Assocciation of Machinists; ILGWU-
International Ladies’ Garment Workers' Union; MWU-Meat Workers Union;
NUM-National Union of Mineworkers; NUW-National Union of Workers; OCAW-
Qil, Chemical and Atomic Workers; RMT-National Union of Rail, Maritime, and
Transport Workers; TGWU-Transport and General Workers Union; UAW-United
Auto Workers; UFBGWU-United Food, Beverage and General Workers Union;
UFCW-United Food and Commercial Workers; UMWA-United Mine Workers of
America; USWA-United Steclworkers of America; UTU-United Transportation
Union.

<4 Perspectiva ANew
: AMilitant Mundial International
: sold goal % sold goal sold goal
S France 4 4 100% 2 5 12 20
p- Australia 18 35 51% 0 8 5 18
: Puerto Rico 1 2 50% 7 5 2 Kl
P Greece 5 11T 45% 0 1 3 6
New Zealand
b Wellington 3 5 60% 0 0 0 4}
S Christchurch 17 35  49% 0 1 3 8 |
b Auckland 26 75 3% 2 5 4 30 |
S N.Z. total 46 115  40% 2 6 7 42
: Canada
P Vancouver 36 75 48% 1 10 7 20
: Toronto 37 90  41% 2 17 10 40 |
P Montreal 18 80 23% 3 25 45 I
b Canada total 91 245 37% 6 52 26 105 |
b Sweden 14 40 35% 8 20 4 15
United States
- portland, OR 3 2 150% 0 1 0 2 |
Denver, CO 4 5 80% 1 3 ¢ 2
< Cincinnati, OH 6 10 60% 0 5 0 4
P Hartford, CT 3 5 00% 0 | 0 4
: Houston 38 06 58% 6 12 10 12
Albany, NY 5 10 50% i 1 1 3
b Edinboro, PA 3 6 50% 0 ! 1 3
b New Haven, CT 5 10 50% 12 3 8
Twin Cities, MN o3 125 50% 3 17 10 35
" Scattle 37 80 46% 5 12 7 23
L Washington, D.C. 35 85 41% 18 30 6 35
Peoria, IL 12 30 40% 0 2 2 10
Salt Lake City, UT 44 110 40% 1 16 1 35
Des Moines, 1A 32 85 38% 7 36 2 35
Detroit, MI 38 100 38% 3 1 5 27
Greensboro, NC 23 65 35% 3 4 3 15
Philadelphia 40 115 35% 5 30 8 47
Cleveland 3 95 33% 0 16 0 20
*  Brooklyn 35 110 32% 9 36 16 65
. San Francisco 48 150 32% 10 42 12 70
. Boston 36 115 31% 10 36 18 52
" Los Angeles 68 230 30% 23 101 10 105
! Pittsburgh 30 105 29% 5 12 3 26 |
St. Louis 22 80 28% 1 6 4 22 |
: Miami 32 120 27% 20 55 13 70
P Birmingham, AL 19 75  25% 0 5 1 15
,  Morgantown, WV 14 55 25% 0 1 o 17
b Chicago 33 145 23% 6 32 2 50
New York 32 145 22% 9 40 5 70 |
+  Newark, NJ 28 140 20% 10 35 10 50 |
| Atlanta 19 105 18% 1 15 0 25
i Albuquerque, NM 1 7 14% 0 2 6 2
Ft. Madison, 1A 0 2 0% 0 1 1 2
< Uu.s. total 839 2588 32% 158 619 160 961 '
1 Britain
London 24 70 34% 0 3 5 37
Manchester 12 50 24% 0 3 2 20
Sheffield 7 40 18% 0 1 0 14
Britain total 43 160 27% o 7 7 71
L Iceland 2 13 15% 0 1 o 4
Belgium 0 2 0% o 2 ] 1
TOTAL 1063 3204 32% 183 726 226 1,242
SHOULD BE 3300
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‘We see how callous
the justice system is’

BY DAN GRANT AND
NED DMYTRYSHYN

VANCOUVER, British Columbia —
More than 30 people jammed into the
Pathfinder bookstore here to discuss fowa
prison officials’ latest attacks against
framed-up union and political activist
Mark Curtis. An impressive panel of
speakers defended Curtis, who has been in
prison more than six years on false charges
of rape and burglary.

Speakers included David Milgaard, who
was released from prison in 1992 after
serving 23 years for a murder he did not
commit; Alicia Barsallo, a human rights
activist wrongfully jailed by Peruvian au-
thorities in early September; Frances Mac-
Queen, a member of Amnesty International
and a representative of Survivors of Tor-
ture; Mike Barker, a member of the Hospi-
tal Employees Union in Vancouver; and
Lisa Ahlberg representing the Socialist
Workers Party in Seattle.

Paul Kouri, a member of the United
Steelworkers of America (USWA) Local
2952, chaired the meeting. He read a letter
from seven coworkers at Storkcraft de-
manding Curtis be released from lockup
and that his conviction by a kangaroo court
and sentence of one month in the “hole”
and one year in lockup be overturned.

Kouri also shared a letter of support
from Tim Bettger, a member of the Cana-
dian Association of Smelter and Allied
Workers (CASAW) Local 4 in Yel-
lowknife, Northwest Territories. Bettger is
one of scores of unionists who have sent

messages to fowa prison officials protest-
ing the recent attack on Curtis. He has
spent eight months in jail on trumped-up
charges resulting from an 18-month strike
by gold miners against Royal Oak Mines.

“We are seeing with the despicable
treatment of our friend, Mark Curtis, a very
graphic example of just how callous and
shallow the justice system and its subordi-
nates can position themselves to be,” the
fighting unionist wrote.

“This seems to be the case wherever
men stand in judgment of other men, be it
Caracas, Venezuela; or Yellowknife,
Canada; or Fort Madison, [lowa], USA. It
is to those few that we must address our-
selves and today is a very good day to say
‘Release Mark Curtis, an injury to one is an
injury to all." ™

“We're in a position to fight for Mark,"
Milgaard told the crowd. That’s something
we should never forget. It’s by putting
pressure on the authorities and getting peo-
ple involved that will help free Mark. I see
my case as very much parallel with Mark's
case.

“I"'m fighting for compensation and ex-
oneration for being wrongfully convicted,”
he continued. I want a public apology from
the authorities responsible for putting me
in prison and | want a public inquiry that
studies all the facts in my case to show that
I had nothing to do with the rape or murder
I was convicted of."”

Curtis was convicted because he stuck
his neck out and worked with people “at
the bottom of North American society,

foreign-born workers who are exploited,”
Barsallo said. “This is a political fight and
a fight for a human being." Barsallo is
planning to organize a meeting to defend
Mark Curtis at the University of British
Columbia where she is a law student.
“We're in a heavy duty battle,” Mac-
Queen said. “We have to concentrate on
freedom for Mark Curtis because I don’t
think he will get justice. The United States
has conveniently used criminal charges

Seattle meeting backs Curtis defense

BY LISA ANDERSON

SEATTLE — “Mark Curtis has won the
support of many feminists, including my-
self,” said Sue Kawakubo, a student at the
University of Washington and chairperson
of a September 23 meeting sponsored by
supporters of the framed up union and po-
litical activist.

Forty participants gathered here to
protest the recent conviction of Curtis by
prison authorities for allegedly assaulting
another inmate at the Iowa State Peniten-
tiary where he is incarcerated. Attending
were long-time supporters of Curtis’s fight,
as well as many who were just learning
about his case,

“Mark keeps fighting,” Nell Wheeler, a
leader of the Mark Curtis Defense Com-
mittee in Des Moines, Iowa, told the
crowd. “He can keep fighting because of
meetings like this.”

*“This most recent frame-up is an attempt

— YOUNG SOCIALISTS AROUND THE WORLD

by Iowa prison authorities to break Mark,”
Wheeler said. She stressed the importance
of sending protest messages. “We may not
always win,” she noted, “But if we don't
fight, we're guaranteed to lose.

“The fight to free Mark is more difficult
the closer we get to his release,” the de-
fense committee leader said. “Prison au-
thorities will attempt to put more road-
blocks in his way to try to extend his sen-
tence until he breaks. Their target is not
just Mark, but the millions of Mark Cur-
tises around the world — unionists resist-
ing the bosses' attacks and young people
coming into politics.” Wheeler concluded
by urging supporters to “Drop the charges
and parole Mark Curtis now!™

Messages to Iowa prison officials de-
manding Curtis be released from lockup
were read at the meeting from members of
International Association of Machinists
(IAM) Local 289 at the Kenworth truck as-

sembly plant in Seattle; 12 IAM members
who work at Alaska Airlines and other car-
riers; and anti-police brutality activist K.L
Shannon.

“It's not a question of Mark Curtis find-
ing a good lawyer, it’s up to us to win his
justice and freedom.” Rodrigue Paul, a
Haitian activist, said during the discussion.

Participants unanimously agreed to send
a protest message demanding Curtis’s im-
mediate release from lockup and con-
tributed $980 to the Mark Curtis Defense
Committee.

Meg Novak, a member of the Young So-
cialists, pledged donate $5 each month
“until Mark is released!” She also volun-
teered to spend a week in Des Moines in
October helping out with the defense ef-
fort.

After the meeting, several people
waltched the video The Frame-up of Mark
Curtis.

MilitantDan Grant
David Milgaard, who served 23 years in a Canadian prison for a murder he did not
commit, speaking at meeting to defend Mark Curtis in Vancouver, British Columbia.

against political activists. And I believe
this will increase,” MacQueen said. “We
have to fight to stop this for Mark Curtis
and for ourselves.”

‘We are defending ourselves’

Barker said that as a unionist who struck
against concessions in 1992, he could see
“the kinds of things workers face when we
stand up for our rights. In defending Mark
we are in fact defending ourselves,”

“Mark Curtis is part of a layer of rebel-
lious workers who find themselves behind
bars because of their resistance to the of-
fensive by the bosses,” Ahlberg said,
pointing to Roger Warren as another exam-
ple. Warren, a member of CASAW from
Yellowknife, is in prison on frame-up
charges of murdering nine replacement
workers. “The campaign to free Curtis is a
campaign for the future. Curtis sets an ex-
ample for other fighting workers from the
Caterpillar strikers to auto workers who re-
cently walked out to demand G.M. hire
more workers.”

The participants at the meeting con-
tributed $482 to the defense campaign. A
member of the Amalgamated Clothing and
Textile Workers Union pledged $5 a
month until Curtis is released. The meeting
also sent a message to the prison officials
demanding Curtis be released from lockup
and granted parole.

Dan Grant is a member of USWA Local
3495. Ned Dmytryshyn is a member of the
International Association of Machinists
Local 692.

Mark Curtis campaign aided by Young Socialists

This column is written and edited by
the Young Socialists, an international
organization of young workers, students
and other youth fighting for socialism.
For more information about the YS or
to join write: Young Socialists, P.O. Box
2396, New York, NY 10009, or call (212)
475-6482.

This week’s column is dedicated to
the defense of Mark Curtis. Following is
a collection of reports from Young So-
cialists around the United States on
their campaigns to win Curtis’s parole.

On September 20, the Chicago Young
Socialists wrote a letter to the prison offi-
cials in Iowa. Curtis “has served his time
without incident and with dignity, unable
to be broken when he perhaps could have
admitted guilt for a crime he did not com-
mit and gone free earlier,” the letter said.

“Mark would not compromise his prin-
ciples and so he remained in prison. The
courts have attempted to punish him and
break his spirits. They have succeeded in
neither of these goals and are now on a new
offensive against Mark to build a case
against his parole. Mark and his interna-
tional supporters will continue to fight this
gross injustice and we demand Mark's re-
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lease,” they wrote.

In San Juan, Puerto Rico, five new mem-
bers of the Young Socialists watched a
video on the Curtis case. “It’s the same
here, or worse,” Cristobal Estrada Silva
said, referring to the political repression in
Puerto Rico. Many of these Young Social-
ists are active defending democratic rights,
including demonstrating on the largest
campus in Puerto Rico against a referen-
dum to end the right of bail for repeat of-
fenders.

“It is not surprising that nothing hap-
pened when the cops beat up Rodney King.
But Mark's case shows that they don’t care
what color skin you have, you will still be
repressed.” Mariana Reyes Anglero said.
The Puerto Rico Young Socialists will be
sending in letters to the lowa Department
of Corrections demanding Mark’s release.

The Young Socialists in Puerto Rico are
familiar with the reality of political repres-
sion and imprisonment. They know of the
many fighters for Puerto Rican indepen-
dence still held in U.S. prisons. Twenty
nine people at the September 23 Grito de
Lares annual pro-independence event
signed a letter to lowa prison authorities
demanding Mark's release.

The weekend of September 24-25 was

an exciting one for the Young Socialists in
Los Angeles to build support for the Mark
Curtis defense case. Saturday started with
a regional student conference under the ti-
tle, “The October Student Movement."
The 150 plus conference participants came
from campuses and high schools in the Los
Angeles area, as well as from Irvine,
Berkeley, and Claremont, California.

Young Socialists and other supporters of
the California Socialist Workers Campaign
participated in all the meetings and work-
shops while also staffing a campaign table.
The conference, organized by different stu-
dent groups, like the Chicano group
MEChA and the Central American Student
Association, called for teach-ins and rallies
on October 6 to protest the scapegoating
and racist attacks on immigrants, espe-
cially proposition 187-Save Our State,
which is one of the tools that the govern-
ment is using to attack immigrants.

Discussing the Curtis case was a focus
for the Young Socialists,along with getting
out the Militant and Pathfinder books.
Many of the participants were interested in
finding out more about Curtis’s case and
took information with them.

On Sunday there was a fundraiser for the
Mark Curtis Defense Committee at the

home of Hollywood writer and film direc-
tor Nick Castle, who produced the video
on the frame-up of Curtis. A member of the
Young Socialists, Laura Anderson, gave
greetings to the meeting. “This attack on
Mark doesn’t discourage us, it angers us
and makes us double our efforts to win his
freedom,” she said.

The highlight of the meeting was that a
member of the Young Socialists brought a
friend to hear about the case. Coming out
of the meeting she wanted to organize a
video showing and begin building a Young
Socialists group on her campus.

New York Young Socialists held a video
showing of Curtis's case in Spanish. One
woman, Ada, who they had met earlier at a
restaurant workers’ strike, was outraged by
what happened to Mark. She agreed to
write a letter.

Members of the Young Socialists will be
participating in a rally to support Curtis on
Saturday, October 8, in Des Moines, lowa.
They will also be bringing other interested
youth to the rally.

Robin Kissinger in Chicago, Brock Satter
in New York, and Diana Newberry and
Ken Riley in Los Angeles contributed to
this column,



‘We have power to organize a new society’

Labor’s Giant Step: The First
Twenty Years of the CIO, 1936-55
by Art Preis. 538 pp. New York:
Pathfinder Press, 1994. $26.95.

BY MARK CURTIS

The increase in strike actions this
year is a positive sign that more work-
ers across the United States are an-
swering a capitalist assault that is mak-
ing work increasingly dirty, dangerous,
and dictatorial. Even so, the owners of
industry are not giving up. They are

IN REVIEW

getting nastier, in many cases using re-
placement workers to break strikes. At
Caterpillar, where the most important
battle now is being fought, bosses are
even trying to cripple a major union in
an important industry.

Capitalists are getting plenty of help
from the government too, and from
union officials who are scared to death
of a real fight. For top officials in the
United Transportation Union recently,
an ink pen seemingly took on magical
powers when President Bill Clinton used it
to sign an order to end the strike by thou-
sands of Canadian Pacific-Soo Line rail-
road workers. Union officials immediately
accepted the injunction and told their
members to return to work.

These facts raise two important ques-
tions: (1) Can working people win strikes
today against injunctions and strikebreak-
ers? and (2) How did the unions get into
the weakened shape they are in and how
can they be transformed into combat bat-
talions of the working class?

Immense battles to organize unions

Labor's Giant Step: The First Twenty
Years of the CIO, 1936-55, written by Art
Preis and recently reprinted by Pathfinder
Press, helps answer these questions. It
shows how workers started from a low
level of organization during the Great De-
pression of the 1930s and fought immense
and heroic battles to organize the Congress
of Industrial Organizations (CIO).

In the 1930s, the global economic col-
lapse of the capitalist system stunned the
working class. Unemployment soared to 25
percent. Millions of men left their families
and roamed the land looking for work and
food. President Franklin Roosevelt’s “New
Deal™ bailed out the banks and sought to
stabilize capitalism, only giving minor
concessions to the workers when it became
politically necessary. The American Feder-
ation of Labor organized primarily skilled
workers along craft lines; not the so-called
“riff-raff”” who did factory work, mining,
and agricultural labor.

It was not until 1934, during an upturn
in the economy, that the workers shook off
their paralysis and moved into action. Auto
workers in Toledo,Ohio, truck drivers in
Minneapolis, and seamen in San Francisco
blasted through the patterns of defeat and
won hard-fought strikes. How could they
do it? How could they shut down the wa-
terfront and the factories, when there were
millions of hungry workers desperate for
any job who might have taken a striker’s
job? And how did they respond when

J o
Some 2,000 UAW members and supporters picketed in front of GM’s AC Spark
in Flint, Michigan, December 18, 1945. Today’s labor battles are living proof that the unions
still “retain their basic class character and function” despite bosses’ attempts to break them.

judges issued injunctions that limited pick-
eting to just a token few or when faced
with the armed force of company guards,
cops, and National Guard? Art Preis's
book tells the dramatic story of how trade
union militants at the time surmounted
those obstacles.

Unemployed are part of working class

The young militants of the day saw the
unemployed as part of the same working
class that did have jobs. Twenty-two-year-
old Art Preis was one such militant who
helped organize the Unemployed League
of Toledo. He explains, “The League made
it a policy to call for unity of unemployed
and employed workers, it mobilized the
unemployed not to scab, but to aid all
strikes.” The Auto-Lite workers came to
the Unemployed League for help after a
judge issued an injunction limiting pickets
to a small number. Their answer to the in-
junction was direct. “We will deliberately
and specifically violate the injunction,”
they wrote, because it “is an abrogation of
our democratic rights" and “contrary to our
constitutional liberties."”

Soon there were more than 10,000 on
the picket lines. The National Guard was
sent to Toledo and killed two strikers and
wounded others with gunfire.

But the workers fought back. Like David
they slung bricks at the enemy, using inner

-

lnbv;:i. !
InBelah o 05 v
WEEN D ey e

LIRS B

— -

tube slingshots. They engaged the Guard in
running battles with only their bare fists
and rocks. One evening rally mobilized
40,000 workers to support the strikers.

When Auto-Lite gave in and recognized
the union it opened the path to organize the
entire auto industry, By the end of 1934
700,000 workers had joined in a wave of
strikes, inspired by the victories in Toledo,
Minneapolis, and San Francisco.

Pressured by the outpouring of labor
militancy, a section of the AFL leadership
broke away and formed the Congress of In-
dustrial Organizations. John L. Lewis,
head of the United Mine Workers, saw “the
revolutionary handwriting on the wall” and
realized that new methods were called for
if the old union leadership was to remain in
control of organized labor.

The key to the CIO’s success was its vi-
sion of organizing all workers in an indus-
try regardless of craft, skill, color, national
origin, religion, or politics. Inspired by
other strikes, millions of workers shut
down their plants then called on one of the
CIO unions to come in and “organize us.”

The power of the sit-down strike

That is what happened in Flint, Michi-
gan. Preis gives an absolutely thrilling ac-
count of the 1937 strike against General
Motors. What started as a spontaneous sit-
down strike at the Fisher Body No. | plants

Plug plant

quickly spread to 140,000 GM work-
ers. By staying inside the plants, Preis
writes, production could be stopped as
long as the auto workers could defend
the doorways and get food. Victory or
defeat “depended on a simple strategy:
keeping their buttocks firmly planted
on $50 million worth of GM property
until they got a contract.”

General Motors and the governor of
Michigan begged CIO president Lewis
to ask for an end to the strike, but
Lewis refused and the workers would
not give in. But GM did. The Flint vic-
tory can best be measured by the
tremendous response it inspired among
the working class. For the rest of 1937
the sit-down weapon was used by
nearly half a million strikers, from
bindery workers to dime-store sales-
people to movie projectionists.

Today, more than a half a century af-
ter the historic battles that forged the
CIO, a bureaucratic leadership is well
entrenched at the top of the unions.
Even so, other changes tip the scales in
favor of the workers interests. Blacks
are today overwhelmingly working
class; not share croppers as in the
1930s. Most women are now in the
workforce, including many in industry.
Millions of working people from other

countries have cosmopolitanized nearly
every small town that has a factory. These
developments help unify the working class,
they break down racist, sexist, and chau-
vinist ideas that divide us. This weakens
the bosses strikebreaking methods and
ability to use scabs.

Unions retain basic class character

Most importantly, although weakened
the unions still exist, with their tremendous
inherent power. They “retain their basic
class character and function.” The battles
that created them, documented in Labor's
Giant Step, remain proof that “Any strike,
however small, can be won if organized la-
bor recogniz[es] the principle of class soli-
darity and does not shrink from mobilizing
the great mass of the working populace to
active, militant defense to the picket lines.”

This history of the industrial labor
movement in the United States by Art
Preis, who himself developed into a revo-
lutionary socialist and was labor editor for
the Militant for 24 years, poses the ulti-
mate question for the working class: Why
submit to capitalism’s exploitation, insecu-
rity, and misery when you have the power
to organize a new society.”

Mark Curtis is a framed-up union and po-
litical activist currently incarcerated in Fi.
Madison, lowa.

Framed unionist fights appeal ruling

Continued from front page

against Mr. Curtis,” Kutmus says in his let-
ter. “For instance, the record states there
was no physical harm to anyone and Ad-
ministrative Law Judge Harper found Cur-
tis not guilty of causing any property dam-
age.
“l am perplexed by the decision and
concerned that the sanctions were moti-
vated by factors other than on their merits,”
he added.

From Pathfinder

Labor’s Giant Step

The First Twenty Years of the

CI0O—1936-1955
BY ART PREIS

1930s.
$26.95

The story of the explosive labor struggles and
political battles that built an industrial union
movement and transformed U.S. society in the
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Available from bookstores, including those listed on page 12, or lrom Pathfinder, 410 West
St., New York, NY 10014, Fax (212) 727-0150. If ordering by mail, please add $3.00 to

cover postage and handling for the first book and 50 cents for cach additional item.

Since Curtis was thrown into lock-up,
unionists and political activists from
around the world have lodged protests with
prison officials and with the Department of
Corrections urging that he be released.

Attack on Curtis ‘totally unacceptable’

“Mark Curtis has now served more than
the five-year sentence imposed on him for
sexual assault,” wrote William H. Taylor,
President of Oil, Chemical and Atomic
Workers Local 7-507 in Argo, [llinois, "He
continues to assert his innocence, and has
won worldwide support among trade
unionists and human rights activists. Mr.
Curtis® exemplary conduct record had re-
cently earned him a gate pass for work out-
side prison grounds. He had marshaled an
impressive level of community support for
his upcoming appeal to the parole board.
To contend that a man with his record has
suddenly taken to assaulting other inmates
strains the imagination to say the least.

“I urge you to overturn this conviction,
to release Mark Curtis from lockup and to
grant him the parole he so obviously de-
serves,” said Taylor.

1 find 1t totally unacceptable [that you]
continue to attack Mark's good name and
seek new means of imprisoning him for a
longer period of time,” wrote Robert Uz-
mack, president of local 12 of the Alu-
minum, Brick & Glass Workers Interna-
tional Union in Creighton, Pennsylvania.

“The recent severe punishment handed
to Mark Curtis for an alleged assault is just
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another chapter in the long drawn out ef-
fort to support the claims of the ‘system’
that has sought his removal from society
from the very beginning,” Uzmack said.

Mohamad Alsadi, president of the Ot-
tawa & District Labour Council (Canadian
Labour Congress) wrote to express his
“outrage at the most recent injustice perpe-
trated against Mark Curtis, and to urge that
he be released from lockup. As long-time
supporters of Mark and his struggle, we
recognize that his September [2th sentence
of thirty days in the *hole’ and one year in
lockup on the basis of dubious charges is a
political move to undermine his chances of
being released on parole. Furthermore, we
protest the undemocratic ‘procedures’ fol-
lowed in arriving at the sentence and urge
you, on that basis alone, to overturn it.”

The Mark Curtis Defense Committee is
asking supporters of political and union
rights to continue to fax or mail letters to
lowa authorities urging that the conviction
of Curtis be overturned and he be released
from lock-up.

Letters should be sent to Sally Chandler
Halford, Director, Department of Correc-
tions, Capitol Annex, 523 East 12th Street,
Des Moines, lowa 50309, fax (515) 281-
7345,

Copies of protests messages, along with
financial contributions to aid the cam-
paign, should be mailed to the Mark Curtis
Defense Committee, Box 1048, Des
Moines, Towa 50311, or faxed to (515)
243-9869.
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Cuba condemns U.S.
occupation of Haiti

Continued from front page
giving cover to other imperialist military
interventions “based on vague arguments
of humanitarian protection.”

“Somalia is still fresh in our minds,” he
noted. “The drama of hunger and starva-
tion in that sister nation has continued,
even if TV newsreels no longer show the
horrible images that served as a prelude to
the so-called humanitarian invasion spon-
sored by this organization.

“In spite of these military interventions,
Haiti and Somalia will not cease to be poor
countries. The evils afflicting the Third
World are not resolved through military
occupations, which are used only to serve
selfish interests.”

The Cuban representative condemned
the veto power wielded by the five perma-
nent members of the Security Council. He
called for “the democratization of the
United Nations,” including the addition of
Latin American, African, and other Asian
countries as permanent members.

‘Cuba has not collapsed’

Robaina also took up the 32-year U.S.
economic embargo against Cuba. In the
past two years, the UN General Assembly
voted by an overwhelming majority to
adopt a resolution entitled “Necessity of
Ending the Economic, Commercial, and
Financial Embargo Imposed by the United
States of America Against Cuba.” The mo-
tions condemned laws restricting interna-
tional trade and navigation and attempts by
governments to impose such laws on other
countries. A similar motion will be intro-
duced during this session.

Calling the embargo illegal and unjust,
the Cuban leader stated, “The United
States is attempting to deny my country,
Cuba, the place it deserves as a sovereign
nation. It would seem...that the Cold War
had frozen forever over that small portion
of land and sun, simply for having commit-
ted the “sin’ of wanting to be free and truly
independent while only 90 miles from the
mightiest power in the world.”

Referring to the collapse in aid from the
former Soviet bloc, Robaina added that
Cuba *has been subjected to hardships as
probably no other country has had to bear.
With the disappearance of socialism in Eu-
rope, we were left overnight without mar-
kets, sources of raw materials, and financ-
ing.” The effort to overcome this was made
more difficult, he said, by Washington's
“reinforcement of a policy of isolation and
strangulation that our people had already
been stoically facing for years."

In spite of all these difficulties, “‘and
predictions of Cuba’s fall since 1989, my
country has not collapsed, nor will it col-
lapse,” he stated emphatically.

Foreign Minister Robaina rejected de-
mands that Cuba accept policies dictated
by the United States or other govern-

Build the National
March on
Washington

End the U.S. economic
blockade of Cuba

End the Travel Ban
U.S. Out of Haiti!
U.S. Out of
Guantanamo!
Saturday, November 12

11 a.m. Gather at Malcolm X Park
(16 th and Euclid streets, NW)

12:30 p.m. March to White House
2:30 p.m. Rally at Lafayette Park

For more Information, contact:
November 12 Cuba Coalition, c/o
Washington Peace Center, 2111 Florida
Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20008. Tel:

(212) 620-0072.
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ments — usually in  the name of
“democratization” and “human rights”
— before Washington lifts the inhuman
embargo. “A great power is blockading us,
blockading its own people, and blockading
the sons and daughters of my people living
on its territory, preventing them from aid-
ing and reuniting with their families. Such
cruelty has no parallel in the history of
massive violations of human rights.”

‘Poverty is not a preordained fate’

Taking up the international economic
situation, the Cuban representative con-
demned the austerity policies being im-
posed in many underdeveloped capitalist
countries, “which are bringing about back-
wardness and misery for millions of peo-
ple.” He also called for an end to the un-
equal trade relations, in which nations op-
pressed by imperialism must sell raw mate-
rials at low prices while forced to buy ma-
chinery and other imported products at
high prices. “Poverty is not a preordained
fate and much less a human right, no matter
how hard the rich countries try to prove
otherwise,” he said.

Robaina cited the hypocrisy of those
who feign concern for human rights while
profiting from the exploitation and brutal-
ization of millions. “War, xenophobia, ne-
ofascism, and racism are proliferating in
our midst; despicable forms of degradation
of women and children are increasing; un-
employment is on the rise; the environment
is being destroyed; the culture of entire
populations and nationalities is being
crushed. Millions of human beings are liv-
ing in poverty, are afflicted by hunger, are
denied access to basic medical care and ed-

Haitian policmen who were arreste—d, disarmed, and gagged by U.S..troc;ps on Octé-

ber 3. Military occupation will not solve the problems of Haiti, explained Cuban

leader Roberto Robaina.

ucation. Yet little, very little, has been
done by the United Nations to deal with
these issues as the clear violations of hu-
man rights they really are.

‘Our socialism is not a bargaining chip’

Robaina stated Cuba's intention to sign
the Tlatelolco Treaty on nuclear nonprolif-
eration saying, “It is well known that war-
ships carrying nuclear weapons dock in the
part of our territory illegally occupied by
the United States [the U.S. naval base at
Guantanamo], and in neighboring Puerto
Rico. Without renouncing our demand for
their withdrawal, we subscribe to the noble
aims of this agreement as testimony of our
desire for the integration of Latin America
and the Caribbean; as a gesture toward our
brothers and sisters in the region; and to
broaden our means of dialogue and reach-
ing agreements.”

He also mentioned the recent immigra-
tion agreement between Washington and
Havana saying, “the spirit of seriousness
and respect that prevailed in those negotia-
tions” made it possible to reach an accord
that “if complied with in full, will lay the
foundations for normalization of migratory
relations between the two countries.”

Robaina stated, “We desire peace with
all our neighbors, but peace with dignity.
Our sovereignty, independence, and the so-
cialism we freely choose will never be a
bargaining chip on any negotiating table”

As the Cuban foreign minister ended his
speech, dozens of spectators in the visitors’
gallery stood to applaud, many of them
Cuban-Americans. Some joined a protest
against the U.S. embargo that was held out-
side the building. A dozen or so right-wing
opponents of the Cuban government held a
picket in support of the embargo.

Trade union conference against U.S.
embargo of Cuba meets in Canada

BY JOHN COX
AND SUSIE BERMAN

WINDSOR, Ontario— “The U.S.
blockade [against Cuba] was implemented
to punish us for the sin of standing up for
the rights of the workers, the peasants, the
poor,” stated Pedro Ross Leal, general sec-
retary of the Central Organization of
Cuban Workers (CTC).

Ross was addressing the International
Trade Union Conference in Solidarity with
Cuba, which was held at the Canadian
Auto Workers Local 444 hall here Septem-
ber 23-25. The conference was organized
by two groups, the U.S./Cuba Labor Ex-
change and Worker to Worker/ Canada-
Cuba Labour Solidarity Committee. Ap-
proximately 200 people, primarily from
Canada and the United States, participated.

The first full day of the event focused on
the political situation in Cuba, especially
the role of the working class and trade
unions in advancing a socialist perspective
and defending the Cuban revolution
against the U.S. government’s trade em-
bargo and other attacks. Ross, who headed
up a five-person delegation from the CTC,
gave a short presentation and then an-
swered numerous questions from other
conference participants.

Cuban workers discuss problems

Ross described a series of 80,000 work-
place meetings that were organized
throughout Cuba at the beginning of this
year to discuss the economic crisis and
proposals on how to deal with it. These
“workers' parliaments” were initiated after
a meeting of Cuba’s National Assembly
last December that deferred decisions on a
series of proposed measures aimed at re-
viving industrial and agricultural produc-
tion. These included price increases for
certain basic necessities sold at subsidized
rates; charging for previously free sporting
and cultural events; and some form of in-
come tax.

“Working people are deciding what
measures should be implemented, which
prices should be raised, which services
should remain free,” Ross said. “Workers

in effect designed the program passed in
the National Assembly” during its meet-
ings in May following the workers' assem-
blies and in August. He said that the fi-
nance ministry had initially proposed to tax
wages, but that it became clear that the
workers opposed this. Instead, a tax law
was passed that exempts workers’ wages,
while levying taxes on income from other
sources, such as self-employed trades.
“Fidel [Castro] said the workplaces have
become schools of economics,” the CTC
general secretary said.

Ross also explained Cuba’s opposition
to U.S. military intervention in Haiti and
its solidarity with the democratic revolu-
tion in South Africa. Asked whether Cuba
anticipates material aid from the new South
African government in return for the
Cubans' contribution to the fight that led to
the end of the apartheid regime, Ross
replied, “More than expecting South
Africa to help us, it is important that the
South African people be able to consoli-
date their gains. That alone would be the
greatest assistance to us.”

Impact of U.S. embargo

At a public forum that evening, other
members of the Cuban delegation gave
concrete examples of the U.S. embargo’s
impact on working people. Olga Rosa
Goémez Cortés, a national leader of the
CTC, said, “Cuba has public transporta-
tion, but doesn’t have parts and fuel. We
have free education, but we don’t have
enough paper and pencils.”

Augustin Lépez Gémez, general secre-
tary of the Communications Workers
Union in Cuba, described how telephone
repair workers often have to carry their
ladders and equipment around town by
hand, due to a lack of fuel. In spite of the
difficulties, Lopez said, *Cuban workers
are standing firm because we are deter-
mined to resist and win."

In addition to the Cuban unionists, a
panel of speakers addressed the public fo-
rum. These included Jean-Claude Parrot;
vice-president of the Canadian Labor
Congress (CLC); Dale Clarke, first vice-

president of the Canadian Union of Postal
Workers; and Tom Hansen of Pastors for
Peace.

“I bring you greetings on behalf of
56,000 members,” Clarke said. “Workers
are tired of this aggression; we won't toler-
ate bullying tactics against Cuba.”

Frank Travis, a member of United Pa-
perworkers International Union Local 7-
837, which is engaged in a protracted
struggle with A.E. Staley Company in De-
catur, Illinois, was also on the panel.
Travis described the impact that meeting a
young Cuban revolutionary, Pavel Diaz,
had on him, Diaz was on a speaking tour of
the U.S. at the time, and he received a
tremendous welcome when he spoke at a
meeting of Travis’s union local in April. “I
learned something from him, and | learned
more about Cuba tonight,” Travis said.
“An injury to one is an injury to all.”

Discussion on how to defend Cuba

During the two-day meeting, partici-
pants put forward varying perspectives on
how to oppose the embargo and promote
working-class solidarity with Cuba.

Armando Ramirez, an official from
United Auto Workers (UAW) Local 600 in
Detroit, said recent reported statements by
former U.S. president’ Jimmy Carter that
the embargo should be lifted are “a win-
dow of opportunity” for those who oppose
U.S. policy toward Cuba.

James Warren, a member of United
Steelworkers of America Local 7773 in
Chicago and a leader of the Socialist
Workers Party, stated, "It's very important
not to deny the reality of what we face with
the U.S. government. Look at what the
Clinton administration is doing right now
to tighten the embargo and travel ban,” he
said. He pointed to Clinton’s August 20
decrees further restricting travel to Cuba
and prohibiting cash remittances by
Cuban-Americans to their relatives on the
island.

The discussion continued at the closing
session of the conference. The co-
coordinators of the conference, Sarah

Continued on page 12
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Guantanamo: gaping wound on Cuban soil

Article in ‘Granma’ explains history of illegal U.S. occupation of naval base

Reprinted below is an article
from the September 14 issue of the
Cuban newspaper Granma Inter-
national on the history of the U.S.
naval base at Guantanamo.

Located on Guanténamo Bay,
in eastern Cuba, the U.S. military
facility covers approximately 45
square miles of dry land and wa-
ter.

The base has a firing range for
planes and two airports, one of
them abandoned and currently
being used as a concentration
camp for thousands of Haitian
refugees and Cubans who have
taken to the sea in an effort to
reach the United States. There is
also an artillery range, radar sites,
observation and command posts,
warehouses, a hospital, an ammu-
nition dump, infantry and tank
firing ranges, and barracks for
troops. About 7,000 U.S. soldiers,
family members and support per-
sonnel are normally stationed at
the base.

Some headings for this article
have been added by the Militant.

BY CINO COLINA

The popular rallying cry nada de car-
boneras (no coaling stations) made in 1901
by demonstrators against the Platt Amend-
ment, marked the initiation of a protest that
has grown louder throughout the century.
In the meantime, Washington has turned a
deaf ear to international law and shown
blatant disregard for the taxpayer's pocket-
book.

The end of the Spanish-Cuban-U.S. war
in 1898 allowed the United States, at
Spain’s expense, to increase its posses-
sions and spheres of influence. Spain, by
virtue of Article 11 of the Paris Treaty
(December 10, 1898), yielded to the
United States the island of Puerto Rico and
others under its jurisdiction in the West In-
dies, the island of Guam, and the Marianas
Archipelago.

Although Cuba was not handed over to
the United States, the documents of surren-
der ignored Cuban patriots and truncated
the island’s full independence by the impo-
sition of the Platt Amendment on the first
Constitution. The Amendment enshrined
the United States’ right to intervene under
Article VII, which states that the Guanta-
namo naval base is a means to “‘enable the
United States to maintain the independence
of Cuba and to protect the people of the
same.”
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*“...Putting aside all the moral considera-
tions that oblige us to view with indescrib-
able repugnance the idea of accepting for-
eign bases in our homeland, we cannot ig-
nore the evidence that those installations
will be destined to bring war to our coun-
try. Even if we overlook the fact that they
could serve the United States to strike
us..,” declared Cuban patriot Juan Gual-
berto Gémez, at the Constituent Assembly
of March 26, 1901. He concluded his
speech by describing this clause as a
“mutilation of the motherland” and a
“constant threat to our national peace.”

About that same time, U.S. Secretary of
War [Elihu] Root warned that the U.S. oc-
cupation forces would not leave until every
single word of the Platt Amendment was
approved. The Constituent Assembly re-
jected the conditions imposed, but U.S.
pressure resulted in a scant majority of the
delegates voting for the Platt Amendment,

Lease holds ‘as long as necessary’

According to the Agreement between
the Republic of Cuba and the United States
of America (dated February 23, 1903),
signed by Presidents Tomas Estrada Palma
and Theodore Roosevelt, the naval base of
Guantanamo and Bahia Honda would be
leased “for as long as necessary.” Article
[T of the agreement additionally gave the

Ernesto Che Guevara
L3 o
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United States the right to use and occupy
the adjacent waters and to improve and
deepen the entrances and anchorages and
do whatever else was necessary to prepare
the sites, which were to be used exclusively
as coaling stations or naval bases, but “for
no other purpose.”

The first occupants of the naval base ar-
rived at the end of May 1903, on board the
Olympia. Nevertheless, six months before
the end of the war, in 1898, a battalion of
U.S. Marines were already occupying
Guantanamo Bay.

That same year, on December 10, the
United States took possession of the base
and surrounding waters, “leased” for 2,000
dollars gold annually. In 1911 the base was
increased by 10,737 square meters and
reached the Yateras River.

The agreement implied returning the
Bahia Honda coaling station in 1912, but
this was not carried out until 1934,

By virtue of the Reciprocal Relations
Treaty of May 20, 1934, the United States
was given the right to keep the base until
both parties agreed to change or repeal its
terms.

Less than a year after the triumph of the
Cuban Revolution, the U.S. Navy stated
that there was no time limit to the base’s
lease. This position was an absolute viola-
tion of the 1934 Treaty and international
law. Evidently circumstances had changed.

A destabilizing factor

Since its establishment, the base has
been a destabilizing factor, a generator of
tension and a means of intimidating Cuba.
Abuses, torture, murders and provocations,
the concocting of possible incidents and
heightening of tension have been a con-
stant in this area of Cuban territory, this
“dagger thrust into the heart of the Cuban
nation,” as President Fidel Castro de-
scribed it in 1962.

Between February and May of 1964, the
U.S. government dismissed the majority of
Cuban citizens who until then had worked
on the Guantanamo base, many of them
with over 20 years service and irreproach-
able records. All of them had paid six per-
cent of their monthly earnings into a pen-
sion fund. Today Washington's Office of
Personnel Management occasionally in-
forms them of the amount of money accu-
mulated in their accounts, to which they
are denied access by virtue of the block-
ade. These people, whose accounts now to-
tal around four million dollars, survive
thanks to the pensions they receive from
the Cuban government.

It is estimated that since 1959, 12 500
provocations have emanated from the
Guantanamo naval base, the equivalent of
nearly one a day. Disregarding the rude,
obscene behavior of U.S. Marines with
prostitutes in plain sight of the Cuban Bor-
der Patrol guards, the United States has
carried out innumerable acts of aggression,
including preparations to receive large
numbers of people disaffected with the
Revolution who presumably attempt to flee

MilitantMartin Koppel
Cuban border guard points out to Militant reporter Laura Garza the area of Cuban territory occu-
pied by the U. S. Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay.

the country through the naval base.
Do such actions not encourage ille-
gal emigration and other extremely
dangerous threats to the region’s
peace and stability?

In 1963, Senator Barry Goldwater
proposed that a provisional Cuban
government in exile be set up on the
base: the initiative did not flourish
because President John Kennedy did
not approve of it.

The United States began sur-
rounding the base with mines in Oc-
tober 1960, despite the fact that it is
a foreign military installation in a
country with which it does not even
have diplomatic relations. Now, the
24-mile-long fence enclosing the
base sits in an anti-personnel and
anti-tank minefield that is calculated
to contain about 70,000 explosives,
making it one of the most exten-
sively mined areas in the world.

During 1957 and 1958, Cuban
dictator Fulgencio Batista's army
supplied itself from the Guantanamo
naval base to bomb areas liberated
by the Rebel Army in eastern Cuba.
It was from here that U.S. troops em-
barked in 1965 to put down the up-
rising in the Dominican Republic.

An abandoned airport on the base has
been used since the Bush administration to
contain Haitian refugees. This barbed wire
enclosure is now also being used to hold
Cuban illegal emigrants. The forcible repa-
triation of approximately 15,000 Haitians
confined to the base was condemned by the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR). Nevertheless, Clin-
ton's administration repeated the mistake.

In 1991, approximately 2,500 Haitians
revolted, dissatisfied with the poor food
and housing conditions and angered by the
death of an expectant mother from lack of
medical care. What might happen now
with an even larger population in the con-
centration camp?

Platt Amendment imposed on Cuba

Numerous studies of the legal docu-
ments regarding the establishment and
presence of that naval base in Guantanamo,
expressly against the wishes of the Cuban
state, prove it to be a violation of interna-
tional law.

In the first place, the delegates to the
Constituent Assembly of 1901 did not have
the jurisdiction to agree to something that
was beyond their powers. Nor was a time
limit established.

“But it is no less true that no civil con-
tract or international treaty can be formal-
ized if both parties do not enjoy the same
conditions and are not free to express their
opinions. The Platt Amendment was ap-
proved by the U.S. Congress and imposed
upon the Cuban Constituent Assembly, at
a time when the country was under military
occupation. The leasing agreement stipu-
lated in Article VII of the Amendment is,
therefore, in view of international law, null
and void,” according to statements made
by former Cuban Foreign Minister Rail
Roa at the UN General Assembly in 1960,

“In addition to the agreement forced
upon Cuba in 1903, we are also faced with
the ridiculous situation where it was the
lessee who set the rent and stipulated, or
rather, ordered, that the lease would be
2000 dollars gold annually,” declared Gen-
eral of the Army Rail Castro in an inter-
view with the Mexican daily £/ Sol. He
added that the revolutionary government
had not cashed a single one of those
checks.

On the other hand, the 1934 Reciprocal
Relations Treaty and Agreements grants
the United States the right to stay on the
base until both parties agree to change or
revoke the clauses. If one bears in mind the
principle of “fundamental change in cir-
cumstances,” established by the Vienna
Convention on Treaty Law, the same treaty
cannot continue to be applied once the cir-
cumstances under which it was drawn up
have changed.

As General of the Army Rail Castro af-
firmed, “The call for the return of the
base’s territory is not only a unanimous de-
mand on the part of Cuba, but also the
source of international clamor.”
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Auto workers strike forces GM to retreat

BY JOHN SARGE

FLINT, Michigan — General Motors'
drive to cut its workforce while increasing
speedup suffered a blow recently as the
strike by 11,500 members of United Auto
Workers (UAW) Local 599 forced the auto
giant to retreat from its campaign to make
auto workers work ever harder and longer.

The UAW scored this victory after only
a few days on the picket line at the sprawl-
ing Buick complex here, with its more than
20 plants that make parts and full-size cars.
The walkout began September 27, after the
company refused to address any of the
union’s demands on “manpower, overload,
and safety."” A tentative agreement was
reached September 30. The local union
membership ratified the agreement at a
meeting on October | by a vote of 1,850 to
151.

GM transmission plants in Warren,
Michigan, and Toledo, Ohio, and assembly
plants in Shrevesport, Louisiana,. Ste.
Thérese, Québec, and Lansing, Michigan,
were forced to close due to lack of parts
during the strike. With GM’s just-in-time
inventory system, the shutdown at the
Buick complex quickly had an impact
across the company.

The agreement calls for hiring 531 new
workers and 212 new apprentices to relieve
the overloading of many jobs. It blocks
GM plans to outsource the loading of cars
onto trains, which would have cost 35 10 40
union jobs. It settles some 300 health and
safety grievances, and expands the after-
noon shift medical staff. The company also
agreed to set up a rehabilitation center to
help workers with repetitive motion and
other types of injuries. There are nearly
1,000 union members presently on medical
leave. The agreement does not address the
issue of overtime.

The settlement sets November 14 as the
last day that 76 temporary workers will be
allowed in the plant. The company agreed
to hire temporary only for vacation relief in
the summer. GM temporary workers make
only 70 percent of the wage of other work-
ers and receive no benefits.

The 531 new workers will be hired first
from lists of laid-off UAW members who
have lost their recall rights. These workers
will start at the 70 percent wage but will
progress to full wages in three years and
will get full benefits under the contract.

‘We forced GM to back off”

Most workers leaving the ratification
meeting here saw the outcome as a big vic-
tory for the union. One 27-year Buick vet-
eran explained, *'I didn't expect all our de-
mands to be met but they were.” Another
with 24 years in the plant said he voted for
the agreement because “we forced GM to
back off on the job overloads. It's great.”

Ken Scott, the local’s bargaining com-
mittee chairperson, told the media that the
contract reflected what the Jocal had been
fighting for and that the union “made no
concessions.”

The contract is the first break in GM's
often repeated pledge not to add “new so-
cial security numbers,” meaning new
workers, as the company tries to gain prof-
itability by slashing the workforce to be
able to compete better with Ford and
Chrysler. While Ford and Chrysler have
hired 5,000 new workers over the last year,
GM has cut 15,000.

As the auto giant sold off plants and cut
jobs, GM operations where workers are
represented by the International Union of

Striking auto workers picl'c.eting in front of the Buick City complex in Flint, ichig

on September 28. The 11,500 union members forced the auto giant to retreat.

Electrical Workers have been expanded by
at least 1,500 workers this year. New hires
in those plants start at $10.37 an hour,
more than $2 less than workers under the
UAW contract. IUE-organized workers

earn the lower wage for at least 10 years
and receive fewer benefits. J.T. Battenberg
[11, president of GM's parts-making sub-
sidiary, boasts that his operations have
hired no UAW-organized workers for at

least six years.

GM's drive to increase productivity,
which has meant average workweeks of
57-hours and increased injuries, led many
workers here in Flint to relish the chance to
take on the auto giant.

As one body shop worker on the picket
line explained, “People were literally run-
ning to keep up. They sped up the line from
55 1/2 to 72 cars an hour after they cut per-
sonnel. They just doubled up the work. I
would have been disappointed if we hadn't
walked out. Management would have
won.”

Local 599 members gave solidarity to
other struggles as they prepared for their
own fight. Many local union activists vis-
ited central [llinois, where UAW members
are on strike against Caterpillar, United
Rubber Workers members are striking
Firestone/Bridgestone, and A.E. Staley
workers are involved in a fight against a
company lockout. Local 599 is organizing
two buses to attend the October |15 union
solidarity demonstration in Decatur, Illi-
nois.

The media estimates the five-day strike
cost GM the production of at least 10,000
cars and trucks, which translates into $50
million in lost profits.

John Sarge is a member of UAW local 900
in Wayne, Michigan.

Striking workers call rally in Illinois

BY BETSY FARLEY
AND JIM GARRISON

DECATUR, Illinois — Striking and
locked-out workers here have put out a na-
tionwide call for solidarity with their strug-
gles. October 15 is set for a march and
rally backing the locked-out unionists at
A.E. Staley Manufacturing Co., members
of the United Auto Workers on strike
against Caterpillar Inc., and United Rubber
Workers members on strike against the
Bridgestone/Firestone company.

“We need as many people as possible to
come to Decatur for the weekend to really
send a strong message to these compa-
nies,” explained Dan Lane, one of the
United Paperworkers International Union
(UPIU) members helping to organize the
protest action.

Supporters will assemble at 2:00 p.m. at
the United Auto Workers (UAW) Local
751 hall at 2365 East Geddes in Decatur.

The protest action follows a series of
company and local government attacks on
the right of workers to freely assemble and
express their views. An attempt by the De-
catur City Council to enact a law requiring
a 15-day advance application for a permit
to hold a gathering on public property was
turned back by the unionists and their sup-
porters two weeks ago.

But the city fathers retaliated by convict-
ing eight Staley workers on charges of
“residential picketing” September 23.

Media violence-baits union

Following the April 9 Decatur march in
commemoration of Martin Luther King,
which included contingents of union mem-
bers, some of the labor organizers an-
nounced a picnic in Scovill Park to cele-
brate the successful action. The park ad-
joins the home of J. Patrick Mohan, a Sta-
ley vice president. Two months after the
event, nine locked-out Staley workers were
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served court summonses.

Throughout the four day trial prosecutor
Jay Scott attempted to paint a picture of a
conspiracy to intimidate Mohan and his
family. Among the evidence cited was the
fact that workers wore union T-shirts and
sang union songs.

Jeanette Hawkins, one of the defendants,
said, "I was found guilty of a crime I did
not commit. Justice did not prevail here."”
UPIU member Frankie Travis added, “This
is typical of what they're trying to do to
union people — trying to control our right
to protest and assemble. We were on pub-
lic property. I didn’t even know that Mo-
han's house was next door.” The unionists
plan to appeal the convictions.

The third anniversary of the UAW con-
tract dispute with Caterpillar and the lock-
out of the Staley workers was marked by a
rally here October 1. Some 300 union
members and supporters participated in the
day's events.

On the morning of the rally, Decatur’s
Herald and Review ran a banner headline
saying “Unions deny call for militancy.”
The article quoted extensively from a
provocative flyer distributed at local high
schools by the Revolutionary Workers
League (RWL), an ultraleft political sect
based in Detroit. The flyer advises in part
that “civil disobedience and other suicide
tactics are perspectives that have not and
will never win.”

UAW Local 751 president Larry
Solomon told the rally, *“We will continue
to be nonviolent, but don't be misled by
media reports that we are planning to step
back a little. We need to escalate our activ-
ities if we are going to win."Dave Watts,
president of UPIU Local 7837, took the
microphone next and urged everyone to
**join us in our nonviolent fight against cor-
porate greed— working to defend our dig-
nity.”

A dispute broke out prior to the rally
when RWL supporters began distributing a
second leaflet calling on strikers to “sound
our own declaration for all-out war,” and
to “elect joint rank-and-file strike commit-
tees.”

Ininally, rally marshals and others re-
moved the RWL supporters to the outside
edge of the rally. Solomon then took the
microphone to disassociate the unions
from the RWL flyers, explaining that they
could not be passed out in the union hall.
“But everyone who supports our fight is
welcome,™ he said, as long as they abide by
the nonviolent nature of the demonstration.
“And any of our members who wants to
can take the leaflets,” he continued. The
RWL members then rejoined the rally.

Building October 15 rally

Support is building for the October 15
action elsewhere in the region. John Sarge,
who works at Ford Motor Co. in Wayne,
Michigan, reports that UAW Local 900

voted to send 20 members to Decatur.

“We expect several delegations from
Detroit UAW locals,” Randy Morrell of
UAW Local 751 reports, “including Local
599 at Buick City."” Auto workers there just
waged a successful strike to force General
Motors to hire more workers.

Morrell also spoke before a regional
convention of the carpenters union in
Chicago Heights, Illinots, and two classes
at Sangamon State University in Spring-
field, Ilinois. “The class was supposed to
be one hour long, but it stretched out to
two and a half hours because the students
had so many questions to ask,” Morrell
said.

Steelworkers from the LTV mill in East
Chicago, Indiana, will also be participating
in the solidarity rally. Members of United
Steelworkers of America Local 1011 voted
to charter a bus for union members to at-
tend.Central Illinois coal miners are also
gearing up for the October 15 protest.
Members of United Mine Workers of
America (UMWA) Local 1968 at the Free-
man United Crown Number 2 Mine sched-
uled two roadside meetings September 26
to discuss the struggles in Decatur. Due to
rain, the morning meeting was held in the
bathhouse.

Day-shift workers preparing to go un-
derground and night-shift workers coming
out of the mine listened intently as the
locked-out Staley workers and UMWA of-
ficials explained the stakes in the fight and
urged a large turnout for the October 15
protest, More than $700 was collected in
donations to help the struggle. Similar
meetings are planned with several other
UMWA locals leading up to the action.

For more information and leaflets to
build the demonstration, contact UPIU Lo-
cal 7837 at 2882 North Dinneen, Decatur,
IL 62526. Tel: 217-876-7006.

-
Locked-out at A.E. Staley...
On strike at Caterpillar...
On strike at
Bridgestone/Firestone...
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California marches
planned to oppose
anti-immigrant laws

BY BARRY FATLAND
AND WILLIAM JUNGERS

LOS ANGELES —In response to
growing attacks on the rights of immigrant
workers, efforts are under way to build an
October 16 demonstration here and in
other cities. A major theme of the actions
is opposition to an anti-immigrant measure
called Proposition 187, which will be on
the November ballot in California.

The proposed measure threatens to bar
from public schools all children of undocu-
mented immigrants. It would deny medical
care to immigrants who are unable to prove
legal U.S. residency. If approved, the bill
would force teachers, medical personnel,
and social service workers to report to the
immigration police all those whom they
“suspect” of being undocumented. Most
public employees’ unions in California
have opposed the bill.

Among the most prominent backers of
this anti-working-class legislation are for-
mer Immigration and Naturalization Ser-
vice chiefs Alan Nelson and Harold Ezell.

Demonstrations are planned in 13 other
cities, including San Francisco; Seattle,
and Sunnyside, Washington; Tucson, Ari-
zona; Chicago; New York; and Houston,
Austin, Harlingen, and El Paso, Texas.

Supporters of the march in Los Angeles
have been publicizing it widely. Hundreds
of thousands of leaflets have been dis-
tributed and announcements about the
march have been broadcast on radio and
television.

Meetings of the coalition building the
march are held at the offices of the Interna-
tional Ladies’ Garment Workers' Union
(ILGWU). Other unions endorsing the ac-
tion include the California Conference of

Machinists, Hotel Employees and Restau-
rant Employees International Union Local
11, Service Employees” International
Union Western Conference, and many
more. Representatives of the United Auto
Workers, the Los Angeles County Federa-
tion of Labor, the International Association
of Machinists, and the [ILGWU have par-
ticipated in planning meetings.

The Latin American Truckers Associa-
tion, an organization of independent truck-
ers who virtually shut down the Port of Los
Angeles six months ago in a fight to obtain
a living wage, has pledged to mobilize 100
big trucking rigs for the march. The United
Electrical Workers endorsed the march at
its recent convention in Pittsburgh.

Students are also actively seeking to mo-
bilize their forces. At a September 7 meet-
ing against immigrant bashing on the Uni-
versity of California’s Los Angeles cam-
pus, Carlos Martinez, a leader of the Chi-
cano student organization MEChA, an-
nounced plans for statewide protests on
October 6 involving both university and
high school students.

On September 24, more than 1,000 peo-
ple marched in the San Fernando Valley
area of Los Angeles to oppose Proposition
187 and other attacks on immigrant rights.
The big majority were Mexican, Chicano,
and Central American youth..

As support for the protest builds, Demo-
cratic Party forces are stepping up their
pressures on groups and individuals to call
off the march. José de Paz, a representative
of the California Immigrant Workers Asso-
ciation, announced at a planning meeting
that some forces are increasing their cam-
paign to get the unions and others to with-
draw their support for the march.
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with distributors in Australia, Britain,
and Canada, publishes the writings
and speeches of working-class and
communist leaders who have made
central contributions to the forward
march of humanity against exploita-
tion and oppression. Pathfinder book-
stores are listed in the directory on

page 12.

Pathfinder will ship out the new edi-
tion of The Bolivian Diary of Ernesto
Che Guevara the week of October 17.
Bookstores, book wholesalers, and li-
braries have ordered more than 1,000
copies in advance of publication. A pro-
motional campaign to garner reviews
and increase advance orders is under-
way. A poster for the book will soon be
available.

A presentation on the book by
Pathfinder editor Mike Taber was a
highlight of the New York Pathfinder
bookstore’s participation in the recent
“New York Is Book Country™ book fair,
which drew some 300,000 people and
closed off 20 blocks of Fifth Avenue to
traffic. The bookstore’s total sales from
the weekend’s activities were $535.
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Pathfinder's labor titles reach readers
in many different places. A member of
the Teamsters union in Massachusetts
purchased Mother Jones Speaks at his
local bookstore. After seeing the ads in
the back of the book, he called to join the
Readers Club and ordered the four-book
series by Farrell Dobbs on the 1930’s
Teamsters struggles.

A reader from Decatur, Illinois, wrote
Pathfinder for information on how to get
a copy of The Changing Face of U.S.
Politics: Working-Class Politics and the
Trade Unions by Jack Barnes. Decatur is

currently a hub of strike actions, includ-
ing walkouts by workers at Caterpillar
Inc.; A.E. Staley Manufacturing Co., and
Firestone/Bridgestone.

The Pittsburgh Pathfinder bookstore
had a book table at a labor symposium
on the Great Steel Strike of 1919. Partic-
ipants purchased nearly $250 worth of
books and pamphlets including three
copies of Mother Jones Speaks and one
copy each of Eugene V. Debs Speaks,
The First Ten Years of American Com-
munism, American Labor Struggles:
1877-1934, and The Great Labor Upris-
ing of 1877. Three people joined the
Readers Club.
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The Newark Pathfinder bookstore re-
ports sales of $270, including S copies of
To Speak the Truth, at the New Jersey
Book Fair in New Brunswick on
September 17. Many titles in Spanish
were also sold, including 2 copies of
Nueva Internacional no. 1, which in-
cludes the article *Opening Guns of
World War II1," and one copy of Nueva
no. 2, which includes articles on “Che
Guevara, Cuba, and the Road to Social-
ism." Some 100 Pathfinder catalogs
were distributed.
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Pathfinder will hold a special sale for
members of the Readers Club from Oc-
tober 15 through December 31 on the
basic works of Karl Marx and Frederick
Engels, the founders of the modern com-
munist movement, and of V.I. Lenin, a
central leader of the Russian Revolu-
tion.Sale titles will include The Genesis
of Capital and Wage Labor and Capital
by Marx, The Housing Question by En-
gels, and the 12-volume Selected Works
of Lenin in Spanish.

Major opposition to the march comes
from Democratic gubernatorial candidate
Kathleen Brown's campaign.

The New York Spanish-language daily
El DiariolLa Prensa reported October 5
that some liberal opponents of the march
have argued that “if thousands of Mexican-
Americans march in the streets, instead of
encouraging Californians to vote against
the anti-immigrant law, it might spur them
to vote for it."”

In contrast, Ken Riley, the Socialist
Workers candidate for governor, is using
his campaign to educate and mobilize for

Mlluanl/l.aura Anderson
Demonstration in Los Angeles May 1994 protests assaults on immigrant workers.

October 15 march will oppose anti-immigrant Proposition 187 on November ballot.

the biggest possible turnout for the march.

Riley, a garment worker and ILGWU
member, argued that, “these kinds of ac-
tions in the streets are the best way for
workers and young fighters to push back
the government’s attacks on all working
people.”

The march begins in East Los Angeles at
10:00 a.m. at the corner of Lorena and Ce-
sar Chavez Boulevard and will end in a
rally at Los Angeles City Hall. Weekly
planning meetings are at the ILGWU hall,
675 S. Park View Street, every Monday
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

N.Y. housing cop kills 13 year old

BY ELIZABETH LARISCY

BROOKLYN, New York—In an unpro-
voked shooting, a housing cop killed a 13-
year-old boy here September 27, sparking
anger among residents of the public hous-
ing project where the incident occurred.

Nicholas Heyward was playing cops and
robbers after school with his friends that
afternoon in the Gowanus Houses where
they lived. He had a plastic toy rifle with a
cork in the barrel. The children’s play be-
came a horrifying reality as the boys de-
scended from the rooftop.

Nicholas was the first of the children to
enter the stairwell on the 14th floor. Hous-
ing police officer Brian George had en-
tered the building several minutes earlier,
according to the tenant patrol at the door.

Katrell Fowler, a friend of Nicholas,
told the media, *I heard Nick say, ‘We're
playing’ and then I heard a boom."”
Nicholas died at St. Vincent's Hospital
eight hours later from a gunshot wound in
the abdomen.

Two days after the killing, 2,000 people
attended the wake, including many of the
youth who live at Gowanus Houses. The
following day a thousand were at the fu-
neral, which Mayor Rudolph Giuliani felt
compelled to attend.

The housing cop claims he thought the
boy had a real gun and feared for his life.
Joseph Leake, chief of the New York hous-
ing police, said, “We are not trying to es-
tablish blame, it was an incident that hap-
pened, period.” The police have tried to
defend Officer George's character. The
killing is portrayed as a tragic — but
understandable — accident by the big
business media. The day of the funeral the
New York Times ran an article alongside
coverage of the outpouring of mourners
entitled, “To Police, Play Guns Are Real
Nightmares."

Two days after the killing, Mayor Giu-
liani presented a Police Combat Cross to
another housing cop for his involvement in
a rooftop gunfight, declaring, “You and
your performance are what it means to be
a housing officer day in and day out. The
exceptions are the officers who act improp-
erly. You are the rule.”

Other newspaper articles have blamed
the parents for allowing their children to
play with toy guns. They portray the youth
as gang members responsible for the vio-
lence.

Many working people in the area had a
different reaction. One of several hand-
made signs on the walls outside Gowanus
Houses angrily states, “Shoot Kids First,
Ask Questions Later. Eh! Mr. Mayor.” An-
other asks, “Whose 13-year-old is next for
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Robocop?” referring to George's nick-
name among the tenants,

James Green, a friend of the Heyward
family and a resident of the building where
the killing occurred, described in an inter-
view how the housing cops operate. “They
are very aggressive. They aren’t from the
neighborhood and they deal with it like a
little army coming in to keep the peace.
They isolate themselves from us.” Green
noted that George was known by residents
as a cop who always had his gun out.

The Brooklyn District Attomey's office
stated it had begun a preliminary inquiry
into the shooting. George remains on duty
and has not been charged or reprimanded.

At the funeral Rev. Herbert Daughtry
read aloud the names of other Black youth
who have been the victims of police
killings. He said he found “something just
incredibly strange, unreal, about children
being killed by the people we pay to pro-
tect us.” Giuliani also spoke, saying love is
the answer. He made no mention of the cop
or an investigation.

Nancy Rosenstock, Socialist Workers
candidate for New York Attorney General,
was also at the funeral. She called for the
arrest and trial of Officer George. “George
demonstrated a wanton disregard for hu-
man life and should be held accountable.
This was not an accident; it was the result
of the role played by the cops, who have no
respect for the residents of the projects.”

New International no.7

Opening Guns of
World War Il

Washington’s Assault on
Iraq

by Jack Barnes

The US. govern-
ment’s  murderous
blockade, bombard-
ment, and invasion of
Iraq heralded sharp-
ening conflicts among
imperialist  powers,
more wars, and grow-
ing instability of inter-

national  capitalism.
Also includes “Com.
munist  Policy in

Wartime as well as
Peacetime” by Mary-
Alice Waters, $12

Available from bookstores, including those listed
on page 12, or write Pathfinder, 410 West St
New York, NY 10014. If ordering by mail pIe.ue
include $3 to cover postage and handling.
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Labor conference
condemns U.S.
embargo of Cuba

Continued from page 8

Shartal of Worker to Worker and Ignacio
Meneses of the U.S./Cuba Labor Ex-
change, kicked off the discussion. Shartal
advocated the formation of Cuba solidarity
caucuses in the unions. Meneses, Shartal,
and many other participants pointed to res-
olutions passed in the CLC and other
unions as a way to advance the defense of
Cuba in the labor movement.

Workers share their experienes

Several unionists related their experi-
ences in carrying out work in defense of
the Cuban revolution among their cowork-
ers and through their unions. Kitty Loep-
ker, a member of United Steelworkers of
America Local 16 from Granite City, Illi-
nois, said she had raised over $600 on the
job to help finance her participation in the
U.S.-Cuba Friendshipment caravan earlier
this year. Loepker sold raffle tickets that
read, “Send a worker to Cuba to get the
facts. Defend Cuba.”

Others said the best way to convince
workers in the United States and Canada to
oppose the embargo is on the basis of per-
ceived direct material gains. Tim Yecagar
of UAW Local 2320 contended, “We have
to explain what's in this for U.S. work-
ers — what kind of jobs can be created
with trade.”

Miguel Figueroa, chairperson of the
Communist Party of Canada, stated that
“the survival of the Cuban revolution
hinges on defeating the blockade. Based on
that, how do we approach working peo-
ple?” He added, “we need to build opposi-
tion to the embargo on the broadest possi-
ble basis—on the basis of self-
determination for Cuba, Canadian sover-
eignty, jobs and trade, and even on work-
ers' sense of justice and injustice.”

In his closing remarks, Cuban union
leader Leonel Gonzilez said, “There is a
group of political figures in the United
States talking about ending the blockade.”
He mentioned Carter, a few other politi-
cians, and recent editorials in papers such
as the New York Times and Washington
Post. “Their idea is very different from
what we need,” Gonzalez said. “They want
to end the blockade in order to overthrow
the Cuban revolution from within.”

‘Promote political solidarity’

“It is true that there are shortages in our
country, and any material aid you can give
us is needed,” said Gonzilez. “But what
we need more than anything else is that you
work to tell the truth about Cuba; that you
promote political solidarity with Cuba.”
The Cuban leader called on those present
to “be a voice, a diplomat for the Cuban
revolution.”

John Cox is a member of the United Trans-
portation Union Local 1006 in Waynes-
burg, Pennsylvania. Susie Berman is a
member of Canadian Auto Workers Local
1285 in Toronto.

—CALENDAR —

MASSACHUSETTS

Cambridge

The Cuban Revolution and 35 Years of Con-
tinuing U.S. Hostility. A Conference on the
state of U.S.-Cuban relations. Speakers: An-
drés Gomez, founding member of the Antonio
Maceo Brigade and editor of Areito magazine,
Miguel Nufez, first secretary of the Cuban In-
terests Section in Washington, D.C.; Lucius
Walker, director of the Interreligious Founda-
tion for Community Organizing; Mary-Alice
Waters, editor of the New International maga-
zine, and editor of The Bolivian Diary of Che
Guevara. Sat., Oct. 22, 10 a.m. to 5§ p.m. Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology, 77 Mas-
sachusetts Ave., Building 10, room 25. Spon-
sored by the July 26 Coalition and the Thistle
newspaper at MIT. For more information, call
(617) 492-8699.

OHIO

Columbus

Anti-Fascist Conference. Midwest Anti-
Fascist Network (MAFNET) Founding Confer-
ence. Sat., Oct. 15 and Sun., 16. North High
School. For more information, call (614) 294-
5226 or write to Anti-Racist Action (ARA)
P.O.Box 02097, Columbus, OH 43202.
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Los Angeles

Why Working People Should Defend Revo-
lutionary Cuba. Panel discussion: Lydia
Sanchez, Coalition in Solidarity with Cuba;
Paula Scloman, Coalition in Solidarity with
Cuba; Ved Dookhun, San Francisco Young
Socialists; and Thabo Ntweng, Socialist Work-
ers candidate for attorney general. Sat., Oct.
15, 7:30 p.m. Dinner 6 p.m. 2546 W. Pico
Blvd. Donation: $4. Dinner: $5. Translation
into Spanish. Tel: (213) 380-9460,

MASSACHUSETTS

Boston

Defend Framed-Up Unionist Mark Curtis.
Speaker: Danny Booher, Socialist Workers
Party. Sat., Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m. 780 Tremont St.

(comer of Massachusetts Ave.). Donation: $4.
Tel: (617) 247-6772.

PENNSYLVANIA

Philadelphia

U.S. Out of Haiti! Speakers: Dr. Frantz La-
tour, Philadelphia Lavalas and Philalink for
Haiti; Marie LaForest, Young Socialists; Hat-
tie McCutcheon, Socialist Workers candidate
for U.S. Congress, District 1. Sun., Oct. 16, 6
p.m. 1906 South Street, Donation: $4, Tel:
(215) 546-8218.

Pittsburgh

Behind the ‘Crime’ Hysteria: A Socialist
View of the Crime Issue. Speaker: John Cox,
Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. Senate in
Pennsylvania. Sun., Oct. 16, 7 p.m. 4905 Penn
Ave. Donation: $3. Tel: (412) 362-6707.

WASHINGTON

Seattle

U.S. Out of Haiti: The Truth About the U.S.
Occupation, Speakers: Rodrique Paul, Haitian
peasant organizer; Harvey McAnthur, Socialist
Workers candidate for U.S. Senate. Sat., Oct.
15, 7:30 p.m. 1405 E. Madison Ave.. Tel:
(206) 323-1755.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Eyewitness Report: The Struggle in South
Africa Today. Speaker; Greg Rosenberg,
staffwriter for the Militant newspaper, just re-
turned from South Africa where he attended
the national convention of the Congress of
South African Trade Unions held in Soweto.
Sat., Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m. 1802 Belmont Rd.,
NW, Donation: $4. Tel: (202) 387-2185.

Blacks in S. Africa intensify fight for land

Continued from page 16

63 restitution cases, a number
that is expected to increase
markedly.

In addition, the ANC has
called for redistributing some
30 percent of all agricultural
land in South Africa over the
next five years. Other legisla-
tion calls for measures such as
loans and training to enable
Africans to be able to establish
tenure on the land.

The current measures put for-
ward by the government to ad-
vance land redistribution center
around buying vacant land from
farmers and making some state
land available, There are ap-
proximately 320,000 hectares
of state land currently unoccu-
pied.

Rural toilers are determined

“Our program is not based on
repossessions and evictions,”
said Land Affairs minister
Derek Hanekom of the ANC.
“These measures will only be
used in cases of extreme ur-
gency. But if this program is not
successful, we will then have to
look at more drastic measures.”

In the face of massive land
hunger and millions of rural
toilers determined to win the
right to farm, there are growing divisions
among white farmers. At the Orange Free
State Agricultural Union congress, held in
Bloemfontein in August, leaders of the
white farmers’ organization put forward di-
vergent views about how to respond to the
proposed land reform.

OFSAU president Pieter Gous said he
accepted in principle the idea of land redis-
tribution and agreed to a joint ANC-
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OFSAU commission to study how to best
implement it. Gous also said that Zairian
president Mobutu Sese Seko had offered
the rightist Afrikaner Homeland Council a
piece of land 50 km wide to resettle land-
less Afrikaner farmers. (1km=.62 mile).

In Harare, Zimbabwe, August 26, Man-
dela emphasized that rapid measures were
needed to begin the land reform. *“This
should include the improvement of the
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Striking lumber workers, joined by labor tenants who support them, gather on an occupied farm
in Iswepe, South Africa, to discuss negotiations with the company.

working conditions of millions of farm
workers, he said. “We also have to inten-
sify the program to resettle or compensate
those who were unjustly dispossessed, dis-
tribute available state land among deprived
communities, and assist small-scale farm-
ers 1o set themselves up and prosper.”

James Harris, who recently returned from
South Africa contributed to this article.
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Where to find Pathfinder books and
distributors of the Militant, Perspectiva
Mundial, New International, Nouvelle
Internationale, and Nueva Internacional.
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NEW JERSEY: Newark: 141 Halsey.
Mailing address: | 188 Raymond Blvd., Suite
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—GREAT SOCIETY

The rational society — “De-
mand for cars rides a boom in In-
dia’s growing economy,” one
headline declared. Meanwhile, it
was reported that nearly 2,000 peo-

Harry
Ring

ple have fallen victim to a spread-
ing plague. The deadly affliction is
born by rats, which by some esti-
mates outnumber the 850 million
people in India.

P.S. —If the previous item
gives the impression that everyone
in India now has wheels, the an-
swer is not quite. One person in
279 has a car in “booming™ India.

Wonder why? — “CHICAGO
(AP) — Black women are more
than twice as likely as whites to die
of breast cancer, in large part be-
cause their disease more often
reaches an advanced stage before it
is diagnosed, researchers re-
ported.”

Damn troublemaker — The
army is checking the safety of its
new chemical weapons incinerator
at Toole, Utah. It acted after for-
mer senior safety inspector Steve

Jones charged in the media that
conditions at the site posed the risk
of a “catastrophic release” of nerve
gas. Jones had been fired for refus-
ing to sign a finding that the risk
was acceptable.

Part of the green movement
— A Swiss company designed a
functional, diamond-studded bicy-
cle. $950,000.

Capitalist know-how — Capi-
tal continues to flow into China,
but all is not rosy. The official
China Daily said many companies
come solely to take advantage of
tax breaks and split when the
breaks run out. The paper antici-
pates that some 51 percent of all

joint ventures will report losses
this year. Many of these, it said, are
“artificial™ losses for tax-dodging

purposes.

Bread-and-butter issues —
Two L.A. cops are being tried for
shooting at a highway motorcycle
cop. The lawyer for one said his
client was simply blowing off
steam. The other explained his
client was frustrated and had a few
drinks after learning he wasn't get-
ting a raise.

A viable industry — Funeral
companies used to scorn lower-
cost cremations as “shake and
bake.” But with the growing de-
mand, they're proving flexible.

Declares one trade ad: “You can
learn how to turn threatening
trends into profitable opportuni-
ties....Turn  direct  disposals
[cremations] into full services....
Understand how to sell all crema-
tion merchandise, not just urns."

Crackdown on bias — After a
two-year probe, Japan’s Labor
Ministry concluded that 40 percent
of the companies it checked dis-
criminated against women employ-
ces despite a law barring them
from doing so.

The culprits were directed to
knock it off. “But,” a news item
added, “the law is toothless. It
lacks any penalties to make em-
ployers comply.”

The health-care crisis and the virus of panic

BY JAMES ROBB

AUCKLAND, New Zealand — Medical
scare stories are in the news here recently.
Sensational stories about cases of invasive
streptococcus-A, the so-called flesh-eating
bacteria, accompanied by graphic pictures
of people horribly disfigured by the dis-
ease and interviews with “survivors,” are
getting prominent play.

In a scarcely less hysterical tone, other
stories have dealt with the fact that some
diseases are becoming resistant to treat-
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ment by antibiotic drugs. A recent issue of
Time magazine carried a cover story com-
plete with panicky hecadlines such as,
“Some microbes can reproduce in just 20
minutes. The price of doing nothing will be
millions of lives.”

Having looked at several of these arti-
cles, I can't see any new facts that come to
light, nor any scientific basis for panic.

For example, invasive streptococcus-A
is neither a newly-discovered disease, nor
difficult to treat with antibiotics. The Time
article points to a “notorious flare-up™ in
the town of Gloucester in Britain. But this
so-called flare-up consisted of a mere rhree
cases — a statistically insignificant figure.
In the case of this disease, at least, the
panic is pure media-generated hysteria.

It is also not a recent discovery that dis-
ease causing micro-organisms can, over
time, develop a resistance to antibiotics.
Medical science can deal with this prob-
lem. Antibiotics can be modified as fast as
the diseases develop resistance to the drugs
currently in use. There is no prior limit to
the degree to which this can be done.
Moreover, recent advances in biochemical
science open up possibilities for develop-
ing new kinds of drugs, which combat dis-
ease in different ways altogether.

Health-care crisis is real

The crisis in health care is real, and
worsening epidemics are a part of it. Some
of the diseases mentioned in these press re-
ports are on the increase, but not because
they are running ahead of medical science.
Rather, they are running ahead of the
means of prevention and treatment.

Too Many Babies 2
The Myth of the Population Explosion

by Joseph Hansen
fofule
TOO
MANY

If in the midst of
abundance part of
the population goes
hungry, Hansen
explains, this is due
not to the quantity
of those without
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Available from bookstores, including those listed on
page 12, or write Pathfinder, 410 West St., New York,
NY 10014, If ordering by mail, please include $3 to
cover postage and handling

Tuberculosis (TB) is one such disease.
After many years of decline, more people
are contracting TB, and resistant strains
are appearing. But this increased occur-
rence is not due to growing resistance to
treatment. There is a simpler explanation.
With the dismantling of public health sys-
tems worldwide, those who ought to be in-
oculated against the disease, or treated for
it, are not getting the medical care they
need. Also, because it is one of the diseases
that people with AIDS succumb to, and
most people with AIDS are homosexuals
or intravenous drug users who are treated
as terminal cases not worth spending
money on, TB spreads.

In New Zealand in recent years there
have been epidemics of measles, whooping
cough, hepatitis B, and rheumatic fever.
These are diseases that could be wiped out,
or at the very least controlled, with known
means of treatment and prevention. Some
of them almost had been wiped out. But
with cuts in health expenditure, inoculation
programs have broken down. The occur-
rence of rheumatic fever in New Zealand is
now one of the highest in the world.

Working-class movement needed

The cause of the health crisis is not to be
found by looking down a microscope. Nor
will it be solved by developing new drugs.
What is required is a political movement of
working people demanding free health
care for all. This is actually how tuberculo-
sis, a disease which once ravaged the
working class, was driven back almost to
the point of eradication a generation ago,
at least in the industrialized capitalist
countries.

It is often said that the discovery of an-
tibiotics is what conquered TB. This is
false. The discovery of antibiotics, impor-
tant as it was, by itself never eradicated TB
and other infectious diseases. These dis-
eases, including TB, still claim the lives of
millions of people in the semi-colonial
world, in spite of the existence of powerful
antibiotics.

What dealt the blow to TB was the ris-
ing workers movement, which fought for
and won a measure of free health care. The
workers movement fought for paid sick
leave, so that workers who fell ill would
not be prevented by poverty from taking
the necessary time off work to recover. It
demanded that new hospitals and other
health facilities be built, including in rural
areas, to meet the needs of working people
in the countryside. It demanded that newly
developed drugs be made available to ev-
eryone, not just those who could afford
them. The lasting impact of this fight can
be seen today in the tenacity with which
people in small towns across New Zealand
are fighting to save these very hospitals
from closure.

By winning health care as a right for all,
the workers movement also gave a big
boost to the advancement of medical sci-
ence along the way.

Only the working class can lead the fight
for health care today. The middle class lay-
ers, to which most health professionals and
scientists belong, are not capable of this
task. In fact, it is their impotence in the
face of the deepening health crisis that
generates these moods of panic and de-
spair, which we see expressed in the medi-
cal scare stories. In their battle for market
share, the capitalist news media then
spread the hysteria, with cynical indiffer-

Hospital workers in New York protest layoffs and bed closings September 23. Health
crisis can only be solved by working people fighting for free medical care for all.

ence to the truth.

In order to confront the health crisis to-
day, workers need to inoculate ourselves
against the virus of panic. The responsibil-
ity for the health crisis lies not with mutat-
ing micro-organisms, but with the capital-
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Washington is subjecting Laos to a
genocidal bombing attack on the pattern of
its horrendous B-52 missions against North
and South Vietnam.

Facts and figures on this savage attempt
to crush the revolutionary forces of the Pa-
thet Lao were revealed in a startling dis-
patch by New York Times reporter T.D.
Allman, written from Vientiane, Sept. 30:

“The main U.S. targets now, according
to sources in both the Laotian government
and the Pathet Lao rebels, are the rebel
economy and social fabric,

“The restraints on the U.S. in bombing
Laotian territory have been significantly
relaxed over the last six months. The daily
total of U.S. bombing sorties has risen to
the hundreds with U.S. jets often refueling
over Laos rather than returning to their
That or South Vietnamese bases as they
continue their round-the-clock search for
targets...

“The war has also become increasingly
a war for control of populations rather than
territory. With U.S. bombers able to de-
stroy almost at will, any given town,
bridge, road, or concentration of enemy
soldiers or civilians, control of specific ter-
ritory has become increasingly less impor-
tant.”

The Laotian war, according to govern-
ment figures, so far has produced more
than 600,000 refugees, or about a quarter
of the nation’s population.

October 17, 1994

ists themselves, who provide health care
only when there is a profit in it.

James Robb is a member of the New
Zealand Meat Workers Union in Auck-
land, New Zealand.
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DETROIT — Some 1,000 delegates,
representing 38,000 maintenance workers
affiliated with the Maintenance, Construc-
tion, and Powerhouse Workers Council,
CIO United Automobile Workers, met
here last Monday and voted overwhelm-
ingly to strike unless the War Labor Board
granted their demand for a fact-finding
panel to investigate the wage-structure of
maintenance workers in Detroit auto
plants. In a stormy session, in which all at-
tempts of Council officials to prevent
strike action were hooted down, the dele-
gates voted to deliver a 24-hour ultimatum
to the WLB.

On Wednesday morning, after the expi-
ration of the ultimatum, maintenance work-
ers in various plants throughout the city,
fed up to the gums with War Labor Board
stalling, began walking off the job. During
the day, workers in 21 plants went on
strike. Eleven plants were closed entirely,
involving more than 60,000 workers.

On Thursday, the delegates voted to re-
turn to work, pending action by the WLB.
By this time 7,000 maintenance workers
had struck in 33 plants. [UAW Interna-
tional Vice President Walter] Reuther told
the delegates, *“You can’t pressure the War
Labor Board by calling unauthorized
strikes,” and denounced the walkout as a
violation of the no-strike pledge. But pres-
sure the WLB is precisely what the men
had done. The board decided by a vote of
six to three to combine all cases involving
maintenance men’s wage disputes, and will
hold immediate hearings. That's what the
men wanted and they didn’t get it until they
struck.
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Capitalism is cause of plague

“Capital,” wrote Karl Marx, comes into the world
“dripping from head to toe, from every pore, with blood
and dirt.” The reemergence of the plague, which in the
mid-14th century consigned a quarter of Europe’s popu-
lation to their deaths along with the recent deaths of more
than 900 ferry passengers in the Baltic Sea, is testimony
to the truth of Marx's observation.

The spread of pneumonic plague across India, the sink-
ing of the Estonia, and similar horrors, which have
caused untold misery and taken the lives of innumerable
working people, are rationalized to the last detail by the
big-business press.

“Don’t panic,” said an editorial headline in the London
Financial Times about the plague outbreak. It advised
against “reacting irrationally to ancient fears.” The ferry
owners and government officials in Estonia and Sweden,
with the fresh blood of hundreds of people on their hands,
assure that their ferries are perfectly safe.

So-called natural disasters, “acts of God,” and freaks
of nature are taking place on a widening scale today and
they are taking a greater and greater toll on the working
class around the globe. But there is nothing natural or un-
explainable about them. The blame lies with the owners
of capital and the governments that do their bidding.

In the case of India, the arrogant imperialist bour-
geoisie, as they always do, present the spread of disease
as something natural to “those people.” But it is the com-
bined effects of hundreds of years of colonial rule and

imperialist exploitation of working people in India that
bred the devastating conditions the toilers there face to-
day. And it is the effort to expand capitalist industry and
drive peasants from the land that is fueling the entry of
millions into the urban centers,

The government in New Delhi bears criminal responsi-
bility, first for doing nothing to eliminate the miserable
conditions facing working people, and then refusing to
take whatever measures necessary to save lives and stop
the spreading disease, which can be easily cured with an-
tibiotics.

In the case of the ferry, shipowners and government
officials readily admit the open cavities bearing vehicles
and cargo make the ships prone to sinking fast when wa-
ter enters. They justify their refusal to upgrade safety on
the simple basis that it would cut into their profits.

How can working people combat this situation? By
building a political movement independent of the parties
of the exploiters. As an article in this week’s issue points
out, tuberculosis was wiped out as a result of a growing
working-class movement that fought for and won im-
proved health care. Today rising disease, increased
poverty, and “natural” disasters are a result of the work-
ings of capital. The road to their elimination is through
building a fighting working-class movement. Such a
movement will draw the correct conclusion that the rulers
of today are unfit to run society and need to be replaced
with governments of workers and farmers.

GM workers win demands

Union members at General Motors plants in Flint,
Michigan, scored a victory for all labor when they won
their four-day strike and forced the auto giant to agree to
hire more workers. The United Auto Workers (UAW)
members rebelled against the brutal effects of GM'’s
downsizing drive, in which the company has sought to
compete with its corporate rivals by squeezing more la-
bor out of fewer workers.

The GM workers' demand for more hiring reflects an
important change in attitudes. Employers have often suc-
ceeded in dividing the workforce by getting “permanent”
workers to view “temporary” and newer employees as
competitors. At GM, many workers, pushed to the limit
by the inhuman pace of work and grueling overtime de-
manded by the bosses, are welcoming the new generation
being hired into the plants as a source of strength. The
truth is that the employers regard all workers as
temporary — or “disposable,” as a typical article in the
pro-boss Washington Post recently put it. Labor's only
defense is to stick together and fight together.

The victory at GM reinforces other important labor
battles, particularly the strike by 14,000 UAW members
against Caterpillar, Inc. The stakes are high in this fight,
with the bosses out to deal a crippling blow to the UAW
and the entire labor movement. The Caterpillar strike is
intertwined with two other fights: the strike by rubber
workers against Bridgestone/Firestone and the fight by
locked-out unionists at A.E. Staley Manufacturing Co.
All three companies have plants in Decatur, [llinois, and
workers from each have been picketing, rallying, and
fighting together.

The employers are dead serious about defeating these

fights, as shown by the strikebreaking role the govern-
ment and police are playing. The latest example of this is
the conviction of eight Staley workers for “residential
picketing,” that is, for the crime of holding a union picnic
in a Decatur park near the home of a Staley executive.

The union battles at GM, Caterpillar, and elsewhere
are especially important today as the capitalist ruling
families step up their assault on the entire working class.
Between 1989 and 1993, median real wages in the United
States declined 2.6 percent. They have been pushed down
even further in the past year. In spite of the current upturn
in the business cycle, 14 million men and women are un-
employed or underemployed; for young Black workers,
the official level of unemployment is 36.8 percent, and
the real level is even higher.

These stark facts, reflecting the overall economic de-
pression gripping the capitalist world, underline the need
for the union movement to fight for jobs for all and to
champion the interests of the working class as a whole,
beginning with the least-protected layers. The involve-
ment of some unions in the projected October 16 rally in
Los Angeles against government attacks on immigrant
workers points in the right direction.

Workers at Caterpillar, Bridgestone/Firestone, and
Staley have called a labor rally in Decatur on October 15.
Mark this day with a big red circle on your calendar. It
offers an important opportunity to mobilize much-needed
working-class solidarity. Groups of auto workers, steel-
workers, and coal miners are already preparing to go. Ev-
ery effort to bring fellow workers, farmers, students,
abortion rights defenders, and others with you to Decatur
October 15 will help draw new forces into this fight.
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Will invasion aid
Haitian workers?

In his letter printed on the opposite page, Albert Fried-
Cassorla asks whether the U.S. invasion of Haiti deserves
support because many Haitians today welcome it.

First of all, have the U.S, capitalist rulers ever carried
out a foreign military intervention that was in the interests
of humanity? No. From the 1898 occupation of Cuba and
Puerto Rico to the 1990-91 war against Iraq, Washington
has justified its interventions by wrapping itself in the
banner of “democracy™ and pointing to situations in other
countries that working people rightly considered intolera-
ble. But the supposed solution — U.S. troops carrying
out the “white-man’s burden” — has always been de-
signed to reinforce imperialist oppression of the country
in question. The Haitian people themselves were sub-
jected to such an invasion in 1915. The marines then
stayed for two decades, propping up a string of dictators.

The fact that most Haitians welcome the U.S. troops is

DISCUSSION WITH
OUR READERS

not new. The same thing happened initially when U.S.
forces invaded Somalia, Grenada, and Panama. In Soma-
lia, as many working people experienced firsthand the
brutality of the occupying troops, their attitude increas-
ingly changed to opposition and protest. This contributed
to Washington's fiasco in and subsequent withdrawal
from that country

As for “the delivery of food to hungry Haitians” cited
by Fried-Cassorla, the U.S. invasion of that country is no
more aimed at ending hunger than was the 1992-93 inva-
sion of Somalia. Starvation in Somalia continues today;
it has dropped out of the news because the issue is no
longer convenient for the U.S. rulers' propaganda ma-
chine.

The real question is: Has the U.S. occupation some-
how expanded political space and given self-confidence
to Haitian fighters? The answer is no. It’s important to
distinguish between two separate things: one is the deter-
mined struggle of Haitian working people and the other
is Washington's actions.

The U.S. rulers’ goal is to stabilize capitalist rule in
Haiti. Right now, the Haitian military is too discredited to
serve that role, so the imperialists have drawn in both
Aristide and major elements of the military regime to try
to patch together a new government whose main job will
be to keep workers and farmers under control. The last
thing Washington wants is working people taking action
in their own interests — in fact, the U.S. troops are trying
to block off mass actions.

The fact that Haitian demonstrators have taken over
some police stations and chased cops and Tontons Ma-
coutes is not thanks to the U.S. marines. It only proves
that in the last three years the Raoul Cédras regime did
not succeed in crushing workers and peasants, who con-
tinue to seek every opportunity to uproot the tyranny, as
they have since they toppled “Baby Doc™ Duvalier in
1986.

Workers’ strength comes from struggle

After overthrowing the U.S.-backed Duvalier dynasty,
Haitian working people continued to fight a succession of
short-lived tyrants. They won an important conquest: the
first democratic elections in their country’s history, elect-
ing Jean-Bertrand Aristide as president. They fought for
land, for literacy, for the right to speak Creole as the offi-
cial language, and for union and political rights. It's pre-
cisely these kinds of struggles and accomplishments by
Haitian workers and peasants that the U.S. and Haitian
rulers are trying to prevent.

U.S. troops are in Haiti to make sure that capitalist
profits are protected and that hunger and other social
problems are nor solved as they were in Cuba — through
a deep-going social revolution. The Cuban road —
workers and farmers fighting in their own interests and
replacing the capitalists” government with their own — is
the only way forward.

It is true that opposition to the U.S. intervention in
Haiti is a minority view right now; however, that doesn’t
negate the correctness of this position. It only reflects the
damaging political blow that the invasion and occupation
have struck. But the truth must be told, because, over
time, working-class fighters can and will learn from their
own experiences in struggle.

Fried-Cassorla sees a parallel between Washington's
invasion of Haiti and the use of U.S. troops in Little
Rock, Arkansas, in 1957 to enforce federal desegregation
laws. But there is no comparison. The call for federal
troops to Little Rock was to enforce the U.S. govern-
ment’s own laws — civil rights laws that registered the
democratic gains working people had won in struggle.

In contrast, the U.S. government has no right — legal
or otherwise — to decree or enforce laws in a sovereign
country like Haiti, much less invade it. Only the Haitian
people can determine who and what their government
will be. Working people around the world should support
the fight for Aristide’s return, but not on the points of
U.S. bayonets. The responsibility of supporters of the
Haitian people’s struggle is to get Washington off their
backs.

— MARTIN KOPPEL



Grain elevator workers in Canada ratify contract

This column is devoted to re-
porting the resistance by work-
ing people to the employers' as-
sault on their living standards,
working conditions, and unions.

We invite you to contribute
short items to this column as a
way for other fighting workers
around the world to read about

radio. The restructuring moves de-
manded by the Wheat Pool,that
provoked the strike, threaten the
future of local elevators, she said.
A main Pool objective is contract-
ing out new construction in a pro-
gram linked to abandoning smaller
elevator facilities, thus increasing
farmers' transportation costs.

ON THE PICKET LINE

and learn from these important
struggles. Jot down a few lines
about what is happening in your
union, at your workplace, or at
other workplaces in your area,
including interesting political
discussions.

After 12 days on the picket line,
Grain Services Union (GSU)
members in Canada voted by a 70
percent majority to accept a two-
year agreement with the Sas-
katchewan Wheat Pool, the
province's largest elevator com-
pany. The settlement came only
hours after GSU office workers set
up picket lines outside the Pool's
Vancouver, British Columbia, ter-
minal. The picket line shut down
the port facility when grain han-
dlers refused to cross.

The new contract allows the big
cooperative important concessions
on the central issue of the strike—
contracting out work now done by
the 1,800 union members.

More than 1,500 union mem-
bers walked off the job September
7, according to union representa-
tives. But several days into the
strike, Wheat Pool management
claimed that 280 of its 413 eleva-
tors were open for business. Rail-
way management and police were
called in to identify cars at some
Pool facilities when rail workers
refused to cross GSU picket lines.

Area farmers from Herbert,
British Columbia, joined GSU
members in picketing the local
Pool elevator. The Pool's local
farmer committee at Limerick
urged cooperative members not to
patronize the company.

Prominent National Farmers
Union figures also spoke in sup-
port of the union. “This isn’t just a
union fight in terms of job secu-
rity,” former NFU women's presi-
dent Nettie Wiebe told Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation (CBC)

Romano’s workers: ‘We
have had enough’

“Workers here have had
enough,” a locked-out worker
picketing Romano's Pizzas factory
in Wellington, New Zealand, told
a reporter with TV3 national news
on September 9. Earlier that day,
35 workers set up a picket line in a
dispute over pay and working con-
ditions. They have been on strike
ever since.

The workers are demanding a
collective contract instead of indi-
vidual agreements with the com-
pany. Currently workers are paid
NZ$6 to NZ$8.50 an hour.

There are no standard hours of
work at the plant. Workers can be
called to start work at 6:00 a.m.
and forced to stay up to 12 hours,
with overtime rates paid only after
10 hours. On some days, there is as
little as two hours of work.

The plant was organized by the
Service Workers Union in March
1993. During the organizing drive,
the union had to take court action
just to enable its representatives to
gain entry to the factory. At first
they were allowed to meet with
only one worker at a time.

On the day of the lockout, the
manager called a meeting to ex-
plain to workers who had joined
the union that they would not be
getting a wage increase. Instead,
they would have to see him indi-
vidually if they wanted one.

The first worker to enter the
boss’s office was offered a sub-
stantial increase in pay, but only if
he signed a company contract,
which he was told he could not
have a copy of. The union member
refused. demanding a 2 percent
pay raise and a collective contract.

At lunchtime workers decided
to hold a meeting outside the fac-
tory. While they were meeting, the
manager locked the doors. The

Union members at Fiberdye in Brooklyn appeal to worker to support their strike and not cross
the picket line. On September 29, after a six-day strike, the 100 Fiberdye workers won a three-
year contract and recognition of the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union at the plant.

hrfililam/Fk Gorton

Romano's workers promptly
raided the rubbish bins for materi-
als to make placards and began
picketing the plant. They were
later issued letters to return to
work, but only if they agreed to
give up the right to strike. The
manager also would have to vouch
for their good record.

With signs saying “Low pay, no
way,” “We want a collective con-
tract,” and “Food workers unite,”
the strikers have been picketing
daily, demanding reinstatement
and a collective contract.

On September 16, the Labour
Court issued an injunction order-
ing the company to reinstate the
workers and end the lockout, as
well as to begin negotiating with
the union.

Bridgestone/Firestone
strikers are ‘determined’

Members of United Rubber
Workers (URW) Local 7 in Akr-
on, Ohio, are staffing picket lines
at five separate entrances to the
sprawling Bridgestone-Firestone
facility.

“We're hard-working, long-
suffering, and determined,” said
Dick Clayton, a striker who works
in the synthetics department. Clay-
ton has been a URW member since
1961, Strike marshall Don Dobson

has worked at the plant for more
than two years. Prior to that he was
a member of the United Steel-
workers of America (USWA) for
17 years at Republic Steel. *Other
locals in the area are really starting
to come in to help,” he said.

“We were ‘associates’ back
when they were losing $1 million
a day,” said Clayton. “Three years
ago we gave them back everything
they asked for. We made all sorts
of concessions. We took craft rules
down. We saved them money on
the health-care plan. Now that
they're back on their feet again,
we’re disgruntled employees.”

Irving oil workers launch
boycott to aid strike

Two hundred eighty workers on
strike since May 12 at the Irving
Oil refinery in St. John, New
Brunswick, are stepping up their
fight against the company's drive
to weaken their union and throw
dozens of workers out of a job.

At a September 10 rally at-
tended by 700 strikers and sup-
porters, Local 691 of the Commu-
nications, Energy and Paperwork-
ers Union of Canada (CEP) an-
nounced that it was stepping up
solidarity for its fight and calling
on working people to boycott all
Irving petroleum products. The

rally was attended by workers
from across New Brunswick.

“We want more working peo-
ple, not more working hours!"
Larry Washburn, president of CEP
Local 691, told the rally as he ex-
plained the central issue in the
strike.

Irving wants to increase the reg-
ular workweek from 37.3 hours to
40 hours for day shift workers and
to 42 hours for workers on the 12-
hour rotating shift schedule. The
union says that will mean some 30
Jobs will be lost.

Striking workers estimate the
refinery is producing about
130,000 barrels per day with scab
labor, compared to prestrike pro-
duction of more than 200,000 bar-
rels per day. The many drivers
passing by the picket line who
honk their horns in sympathy are
evidence of the significant local
support won by the miners.

Contributors to this column in-
clude: Howard Brown, a member
of National Farmers Union Local
609 in Rosetown, Saskatchewan;
Christine Beresford, a member of
the United Food & Beverage
Workers in  Wellington; Don
Mackle, a member of USWA Local
6037 in Cleveland; and Roger An-
nis, a member of CEP Local 841
in Montreal.

— LETTERS

Support Haiti invasion?

The Militant has rightly op-
posed every U.S. intervention
abroad for the past 50 years. For
the 25 years I've been reading,
I've agreed. Yet somehow, I won-
der if the current intervention in
Haiti is different.

In the news media, we see
Haitians jubilant that the Ameri-
cans are there. Are these Haitians
wrong, mistaken, or deluded? Do
they incorrectly imagine they are
being liberated? Possibly so, but I
believe the case must be made
stronger to be more convincing.

Perhaps the return to power of
[Haitian president Jean Bertrand]
Aristide is wrong, even though he
was elected by 75 percent of the
voters. But 1 would like to know
why. Haitians taking over police
stations and chasing police and the
tonton macoutes — that looks like
a good thing, like a people finding
their power, even if only in a lim-
ited way. The delivery of food to
hungry Haitians would also seem
to be a prime consideration for di-
alectical materialists to weigh.

In the September 5 issue of the
Militant, you reprinted Joseph
Hansen's wise analysis of the pro-
gressive use of U.S. troops in Lit-
tle Rock, [Arkansas], in 1957. 1
wonder if the current U.S. inter-
vention cannot also be as ulti-

THE ECONOMY \S CREATING TENS
OF THOUSANDS OF NEW JOBS

THAT'S THE
GLOD NEWS

SO WHATS The
BAD NEWS 2

(o SUPPORT A FAMILY
You'LL NEED THREE

mately positive for the Haitian
people.

Albert Fried-Cassorla

Melrose Park, Pennsylvania

Blame Tories for violence

I appreciate the coverage of the
Irish freedom struggle in the last
few issues of the Militant. While
agreeing with the political analysis
in Tony Hunt's article in the
September 19 issue on the IRA
|Irish Republican Army] cease
fire, | urge a tactical change in the

coverage of the ongoing Loyalist
terror campaign.

The Militant and spokespersons
for the Communist Leagues should
hold the current Tory government
politically responsible for every
Loyalist atrocity. We should treat
the [John] Major government in
the same way that the ANC treated
[F.W.] deKlerk, holding him re-
sponsible for all the crimes of the
so called “third force™ — the
Inkatha thugs and [Constand]
Viljoen's neo-Nazis.

Let’s be specific about the col-
lusion between these right-wing
death squads and the British state.
The arms used by the Loyalists in
their current attacks were pur-
chased by a British SIS agent,
Brian Nelson, in South Africa in
1988. British public funds bought
500 AK47 rifles, ammo, 100 pis-
tols, 50 antitank rockets and lots of
explosives, material that the
British Secret Service then turned
over to the right-wingers.

The best way to defend the
peace process in Ireland is to de-
mand that the British government
round up and jail their right-wing
allies, withdraw the troops and be-
gin serious peace talks with Sinn
Fein.

Roy Inglee
Wilmington, Delaware

Innu win court battle

On September 8, the Newfound-
land government in Canada called
off a plan to force the return of an
exiled court to Davis Inlet, an is-
land off the coast of Labrador
where 500 Innu live. “Any possi-
ble confrontation has been
avoided, "said Peter Penashue,
president of the Innu Nation. “We
feel it's good news for the commu-
nity.”

The Newfoundland government
provoked the confrontation when
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it began plans for the return of the
provincial court, which the Innu
had kicked out of Davis Inlet last
December. The Innu want to cre-
ate a Native justice system that
won't necessarily send offenders
outside the area. In September, the
provincial government declared
the court would return with Chief
Judge Donald Luther set to preside
over the 77 cases that had accumu-
lated since the court last met.

Innu leaders wamed the govern-
ment that residents would protest
the court's return. In response, the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police
had closed the airspace around
Davis Inlet — cutting off the is-
land so that it could only be
reached by boat.

The Innu rallied their forces at
the airport in protest. They threw
debris on the runways to prevent
the landing of the military heli-
copters carrying the RCMP and
the provincial court officials.
Beverly Bernardo
Vancouver, British Columbia

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on sub-
jects of general interest to our
readers. Please keep your letters
brief. Where necessary they will
be abridged. Please indicate if
you prefer that your initials be
used rather than your full name.
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‘The land should go back to us’

Blacks in South Africa intensify fight for land and improvements in conditions

“The main problem is access ro land.
We can do everything. We don’t need the
white farmers’ spoonfeeding. The land
should go back to us. It was stolen from
our forefathers."

— Timothy Msibi, chairperson, Pan-
bulvIswepe Labor Tenants Association

“You live on the farm, you work for the
farm. There are no wages. For labor ten-
ants, your rent is your labor.”

— Zunaid Kotwal, chairperson Iswepe
branch, African National Congress

BY GREG ROSENBERG

ISWEPE, South Africa — In this swath
of Eastern Transvaal province, tens of
thousands of working people are intensify-
ing their fight for land. In particular, they
are battling for the abolition of the system
of labor tenancy, which is widespread here
and in neighboring KwaZulu-Natal
province. Mirroring growing political fer-
ment throughout the country, residents are
organizing to win rapid improvements in
their basic material conditions of
life — potable water, housing. jobs, and
medical care — little of which exists in the
area.

Beginning with the 1913 Natives' Land
Act — known among Blacks as the “law of
dispossession” — and subsequent legisla-
tion decreed by Pretoria, Africans were
consigned to 13.7 percent of the land in
this country. The rest was set aside for
whites. The laws had their origin in the
need to create an ever-expanding pool of
cheap Black labor for the capitalists’ mines
and factories. Since 1960 alone, more than
3.5 million people were forcibly removed
from the land on which they lived. They
were deemed “surplus population,™ “idle,”
“alien,” or “unassimilable™ by the regime.

Farmworkers fight for rights

Among the millions of Blacks fighting
for land today are labor tenants. Despite
the fact that the practice of labor tenancy
was officially outlawed in 1979, conserva-
tive estimates put the number of tenants at
300,000.

Labor tenants are peasants who occupy
a certain part of land owned by white farm-
ers. They are allowed to stay on the land,
often over the course of several genera-
tions. They keep their livestock in ex-
change for performing labor for the farmer.
Many labor tenants never see cash wages.
Instead, they are paid “in kind," receiving
some food. In Iswepe, the rations consist of
mealie-meal and brown sugar. Children in-
herit the “contracts” of their parents.
Landowners, however, can decide to termi-
nate the tenancy at will, expelling the resi-
dents off the Jand.

By rights, say tenants, the land is theirs,
On a farm here occupied by 15-20 labor
tenant families, residents explained the
fight they are waging. A log of tenants’

Militan/Greg Rosenberg

Tenant farmer explains fight residents are waging to win land, education, health care,
and a living wage. “Unless we settle the land question, we do not have a country,” said
ANC secretary general Cyril Ramaphosa. Land bill is pending in Parliament.

complaints is kept by Zunaid Kotwal, a lo-
cal ANC leader who also runs the town’s
general store.

“Amos Mshayisa has been working for
said farmer for the past 20 years for no
pay,” reads one entry. “No rations. Zero.
He has to work for nothing because he
lives on the farm.”

“People here are demanding that the
land be given to them,” said Timothy
Msibi, chair of the local labor tenants asso-
ciation. “That's our main demand. The
farmers are dismissing us from work and
telling us to go ask [South African and
ANC president Nelson] Mandela for
money. But the land should go back to us.
We don’t even have a place to graze our
cattle. Everything belongs to the farmer.

“The farmers are part of this country.
We want to work with them. But farmers in
this area arc seen to be on a campaign to
get people to starve, to take their livestock.
It's a problem,” Msibi said.

In August, some 10,000 labor tenants
and farmworkers struck and marched in the
nearby city of Piet Retief. They carried
banners reading “One Farmer, One Farm,”
*Give us our livestock now,” “Stop Police
Harassment,” and “The Land is Ours. We
belong on the land.” Marchers demanded
an end to escalating evictions and victim-
izations.

Working people on these farms are sub-
jected to regular and arbitrary police ha-
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rassment and brutality.

“As it stands now, the farmers are inter-
twined with the police apparatus,” said
Signet Mashego, an organizer with the
Farmworkers Research and Resource Pro-
ject. “In this area, they are all in the reserve
police. They have their uniforms and blue
lights at home.”

Police harassment

Msibi said the police “assault people on
a regular basis. During the winter, there are
a lot of fires [because of dry conditions].
The farmers take their anger out on the ten-
ants, beating them up. Then the tenants are
locked up by the police, who say they set
the fires. When we report our cases to the
police, they say it is the farmers’ jurisdic-
tion."”

“And the magistrate is a police re-
servist,” added Magdalene Twala, a labor
tenant and vice-chairperson of the local
ANC branch. Assassinations of peasant or-
ganizers have been widespread in this
province.

Police are also complicit in the theft of
peasants’ livestock by farmers. “The prob-
lem around livestock revolves around
law,"” said Msibi. “Farmers say they own
the land. They plant trees by the plots that
tenants work. As soon as a cow gets into
the farmer’s trees, he takes it. They have
taken fences away, and then taken our live-
stock.”

The size of the average farm in this area
is 380 hectares. Most are forestry planta-
tions which sell their logs to major logging
companies. “These farmers do no work.
All they do is kick the tenants in the back.”
said Msibi.

There i1s no running water for rural
dwellers here. “People drink from the
river, sharing it with the livestock,” said
Kotwal. “We get one doctor, who visits
once a week to serve 30,000 to 40,000 peo-
ple in this area,” Kotwal added. The near-
est medical clinic 1s 50 kilometers away.

“We want schools for our children and a
clinic,” said Twala. “And adult education.
There is only one school here, a primary
school that ends at Standard 5. Lots of peo-
ple here want to read, to know something
more, and to learn English.” Most people
in the area speak Zulu.

Unemployment is estimated at 80 per-
cent here. Many of those who are working
are fighting to break up the conditions im-
posed by the employers under apartheid.

More than 200 workers are on strike at the
largest factory in town, the Silvacel board
mill, where wages average $35 a week.
The mill is owned by the giant Anglo-
American corporation. The workers have
no union and during a visit here September
22 they had already been on strike for
seven weeks. They survive by getting food
on credit from the local trading store.
Workers are paid 2 cents for every pole,
which includes chopping and stripping
each log.

When the workers struck, police at-
tacked their picket lines, injuring dozens.
Thousands of people from throughout the
area came out for a rally to solidarize with
them.

ANC proposals on land reform

“Unless we settle the land question, we
do not have a country,” said ANC Secre-
tary General Cyril Ramaphosa at a confer-
ence on land redistribution in October
1993. “If we handle it badly, we tear South
Africa to pieces. If we manage it well, we
create the foundations for a truly united na-
tion.... The claim to restore land rights is
part of our history. If we turn our backs on
the land question, we are no longer the
ANC.”

“Most of us in the leadership have an ur-
ban bias,” Ramaphosa continued. “We be-
long to the towns.... The land question ap-
pears to difficult, so laden with emotion, so
ridden with layers of competing interests,
that we always wait for a more convenient
moment to deal with it.... We have to deal
with it, and now. The question is not
whether to face up to the issue, but how,
“he said.

Ramaphosa outlined major components
of what the ANC leadership has proposed
for a land reform. This has been incorpo-
rated as a bill now pending in the South
African parliament.

The scope of carrying out such a land
reform is massive. Almost half the Black
population was compelled to live in the
Bantustans, so-called ethnic homelands to
which the apartheid regime uprooted entire
peoples. These constituted the most barren
portions of the country. While the Bantus-
tans have been reincorporated, millions
still dwell in these areas, where per capita
incomes are less than a quarter of the na-
tional average. Thirty percent of families in
these areas are homeless.

The ANC’s Reconstruction and Devel-
opment Program estimates that at least 11
million people in rural areas of South
Africa — more than a quarter of the entire
population — live below the minimum
poverty level. More than 12 million people
in rural areas have no access to clean
drinking water and 21 million do not have
adequate sanitation. Less than half the rural
population has a safe and adequate water
supply. [lliteracy in the countryside is con-
servatively estimated at 55 percent.

The vast bulk of farms in South Africa
are owned by capitalist farmers and enter-
prises who employ wage labor. There are
some 1.4 million farmworkers today in
South Africa. Nationwide, they receive an
average monthly wage of $63. Some farm-
workers are paid as little as $9 a month.
The average farm size in white commercial
farming areas is about 2,500 hectares. (I
hectare=2.47 acres.)

Land restitution and redistribution

The Restitution of Land Rights Bill was
approved by the South African cabinet on
August 17 and is now pending before par-
liament. If it becomes law, the measure
will establish a land claims commission
and court to investigate and adjudicate
claims of those communitics and individu-
als who were robbed of their land after
June 1913. Their direct descendants will
also be able to make claims. The Depart-
ment of Land Affairs is already negotiating

Continued on page 12
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