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Miners in
Britain
open fight
for wage
Increase

BY PETE CLIFFORD

SHEFFIELD, England — A special dele-
gate conference of the National Union of
Mineworkers held here October 11 decided
to hold a membership vote on a proposal to
ban working overtime. Through such action,
the miners are attempting to force British
Coal to open negotiations over their demand
for a £50 (£1=US$1.85) per week pay raise
for all miners. Voting will take place Novem-
ber 15 and 16.

NUM President Arthur Scargill said union
leaders will campaign for a yes vote through
leaflets and a series of meetings at coal pits
throughout the country. “Because British
Coal refuses to talk to the NUM,” he said,
“we have had enough. We are no longer
prepared to accept the contemptuous attitude
of British Coal.” Scargill reported that the
overtime ban would affect 30 percent of the
underground coal mined in Britain.

Since the 198485 national strike by the
NUM, British Coal has imposed pay rates on
the NUM without negotiations. Overtime and
productivity bonuses now make up an aver-
age of 46 percent of a miner’s pay. Basic pay
for underground miners is £151.80 per week
and for surface miners, £137.40.

The company has refused to bargain with
the NUM, demanding the union agree that
the Union of Democratic Miners can repre-
sent NUM members in pits where a majority
of miners belong to the UDM. A proemployer
organization set up by strikebreakers at the
end of the 198485 strike, the breakaway
union holds a majority only in the Notting-
hamshire area. More than 80 percent of all
miners are NUM members.

In response to the vote of the delegates
conference, the employee relations director
at British Coal threatened to end the union’s
dues check-off. “We have no intention of
helping bankroll union activists who are in-
tent on causing disruption,” he said.

The decision to seek membership approval
for an overtime ban came the day after del-
egates gave a vote of confidence to their
national union officers in response to an
eight-month witch-hunt against them. The
October 10 session of the conference had

Continued on Page 4

Candidates speak out on big

Thousands say ‘no’ to

US.warin M

BY MAREA HIMELGRIN

NEW YORK — A diverse crowd of more
than 10,000 marched through midtown Man-
hattan to demonstrate their opposition to the
massive U.S. military buildup and war threats
in the Middle East on October 20. The New
York action was the largest among dozens of
internationally coordinated protests demand-
ing, “Bring the troops home now!”

Held in more than 26 cities across the
United States and in 10 other countries, the
first such day of coordinated protests was
organized by a broad coalition of peace,
student, solidarity, and other political groups;
religious organizations; and trade union of-
ficials.

Since early August, the Pentagon has
amassed more than 200,000 troops, along
with battleships, planes, helicopters, tanks,
and other weapons of war in Saudi Arabia
and the surrounding waters.

A fragile coalition of 25 governments has
taken part in the war preparations under cover
of a series of United Nations Security Coun-
cil resolutions, since the Iraqi invasion of
Kuwait August 2.

Enforcing an embargo of food and medi-
cine to Iraq, Washington’s stated goal is the
immediate withdrawal of Iraqi troops from
Kuwait and the return of the Kuwaiti mon-
arch to his throne.

In Washington’s massive preparations for
war against Iraq, body bags have already
been shipped back to the United States car-
rying victims of military accidents.

Gls and reservists opposing U.S. interven-
tion and refusing to be deployed to the Mid-
east, family members of GIs stationed in the
Gulf region, and veterans of past imperialist
wars led off the New York march. They
marched together — youth in their early
twenties; Vietnam veterans wearing faded
fatigues, some in the bright T-shirts of Black
Vets for Social Justice; and elderly people
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October 20 march in Seattle. Protests took place in cities across the country.

riding motorized scooters with “Bring the
troops home now” pennants flying from the
handle bars.

They chanted in drill march style, “Hey,
Hey, Uncle Sam; we remember Vietnam!
Hell no, we won’t go; we won't die for
Texaco!”

Two young reservists spoke out at the rally,
Stephanie Atkinson and Ronald Jean-Bap-
tiste, a Haitian-born recruit. Referring to the
U.S. ban on Haitians giving blood, Jean-Bap-
tiste said, “If they won’t take my blood, I

surely won’t go to war for them.”

David Cline, a leader of Vietam Veterans
Against the War, addressed a premarch rally
at Columbus Circle. “The people who have
to go and fight and die have to have a say in
this war, and those of us who have fought
before have to have a say. And we say no!”

*“The best way to support our brothers and
sisters serving in the Middle East,” the anti-
war veteran said, “is to bring them home
now.”

Continued on Page 11

Eastern strikers reach for new support

BY JUDY STRANAHAN

Over the past several months striking
members of the International Association of
Machinists (IAM) at Eastern Airlines have
_traveled to new areas to speak about their
continuing labor battle.

Strikers and Machinists union members
have spoken to local union meetings, re-

issues facing working people

SOCIALIST
WORKERS ‘90
CAMPAIGN

BY YVONNE HAYES

In the 10 days leading up to the November
6 elections, Socialist Workers Party candi-
dates and their supporters are aggressively
campaigning to reach as many working peo-
ple and youth as possible. Armed with the
Militant and other socialist publications, they
are speaking out against the U.S. war drive
in the Mideast, discussing the deepening
economic crisis of capitalism, and explaining
why unionists should support the strikers at
Eastern Airlines. In many cities, election
campaign wind-up rallies and meetings will

be taking place (see listings on page 12).

Socialist campaigners were among the
thousands who participated in the October
20 actions against the U.S. military buildup
in the Arab-Persian Gulf region. In Califor-
nia, SWP gubernatorial candidate Joel
Britton was one of the speakers at the Los
Angeles antiwar rally.

*“A central focus of my campaign,” Britton
said, “is U.S. hands off the Middle East! This
is a bipartisan drive to wage a catastrophic
war against the people of the Mideast. The
five permanent members of the United Na-
tions Security Council are giving cover to
this unilateral U.S. aggression.

“Let’s stay united on the basis of imme-
diate and unconditional withdrawal from
the Middle East,” he said. “No U.S. blood
for Big Oil!” Britton is an oil worker and
member of the Oil, Chemical and Atomic

Continued on Page 4

gional and international union conventions,
addressed labor rallies, and leafleted workers
at plant gates in several areas. These efforts,
they say, help win new backing for the strike,
raise badly needed funds, broaden the knowl-
edge and understanding in the labor
movement of the stakes in their battle,
and are key to “keeping the pressure on”
Eastern.

Refusing to buckle under to the union-
busting demands of former Eastern boss
Frank Lorenzo, the Machinists struck the
airline on March 4, 1989. Since then, they
have waged a tenacious battle stopping
Lorenzo in his tracks and preventing the
establishment of another nonunion carrier.

Bob Taylor, general chairman of 1AM
District 100, said in an interview from Atlanta
that he has traveled to Alabama and spoken
“to locals of the Communications Workers
of America, United Mineworkers of Amer-
ica, United Rubber Workers of America, and
their support has been overwhelming.”

Atlanta is one of the strike centers and
Taylor said the picket lines there “are still
strong.” Having been invited to Alabama
several times, unionists in the state have
given “excellent support to Machinists on
strike at Eastern and the Greyhound strik-
ers,” he said.

Taylor said he found many unionists in
Alabama “know about the strike and wel-
come an update on where we're at.”” He said
such speaking engagements, which reach
outside cities where strikers are picket-
ing, help deepen the national impact of the
strike. '

“Our situation of trying to reach faimess
for the Eastern families is ongoing,” he said.
Reaching out and continuing the fight “will
have an economic impact on Eastern and help
us reach a successful conclusion in this dis-

pute.”

Nebraska and Iowa tour

In September IAM Local 796 member
Nancy Brown, who is on strike against East-
emn in Washington, D.C., visited Nebraska
and parts of Iowa to gather support among
working people there.

As a result of her tour, trade unions and
other strike supporters held successful picket
lines that began at the Greyhound terminal
in Omaha in support of the Amalgamated
Transit Union strike and ended up at the
Continental Airlines entrance at Eppley Air-
field in support of the Eastern strike.

Brown explained that many meetings she
spoke at were set up after she arrived. “When
I got there, four days of speaking engage-
ments had been set up, which included meet-
ings with the United Food and Commercial
Workers, the United Steelworkers of Amer-
ica, and the Brotherhood of Maintenance of
Way Employees. But we wanted to talk to
other unions, too,” Brown said.

One of the reasons the tour got rolling
quickly, she explained, was that the Carpen-
ters union gave her office space, a desk to
work from, and a phone. “We started calling
unions and received numerous invitations.
The engagements were mainly union meet-

Continued on Page 5



Garment workers in Fiji

strike for better conditions

BY ROGER JACKSON

SUVA, Fiji — Some 400 garment workers
struck the Just Cham Garment Company at
Nausori, a small town several miles outside
Fiji's capital, protesting starvation wages and
sweatshop conditions.

Strikers were averaging US$14 for a 40-
hour week. Because of illegal deductions by
their employers, some take home less than
$10 a week. The workers, all women, are
also denied lunch and other breaks, forced to
work Saturdays unpaid, and subjected to
sexual harassment from management, such
as strip searches, allegedly to look for stolen
garments.

The garment workers are organized by the
Fiji Association of Garment Workers. Asso-
ciation organizer Ema Druavesi, also secre-
tary of the Women’s Wing of the Fiji Trade
Union Congress (FTUC), explained in an
interview that the Fiji garment industry grew
rapidly in 1985 after the government ex-
tended tax-free status to clothing exporters.
As aresult, many New Zealand—based cloth-
ing companies and Asian investors relocated
to Fiji, taking advantage of the low wages,
while retaining or gaining privileged access
to markets in Australia, New Zealand, and
North America, Druavesi said. There were
now some 9,000 women working in the
industry, she estimated, often under totally
unacceptable conditions.

With the connivance of the government,
the unionist said, the garment bosses have
disregarded the country’s labor laws and de-
nied access to inspectors responsible for
monitoring compliance with the basic health
and safety regulations. In addition, no mini-
mum wage regulations apply to the industry.
An industry tribunal, established after earlier
union agitation, had p a minimum
hourly rate of $1.13 for experienced workers.
However, after the employers threatened to
close down and move out of Fiji, the gov-
emment gave in to the employers’ proposal
to set the minimum wage at 50 cents an hour,
said Druavesi.

Garment and other tax-free export indus-
tries were promoted even more in the face
of an economic slump precipitated by the
reactionary military coup of May 1987,
which toppled a newly elected Fiji Labour
Party-led coalition government.

The coup aimed to entrench the power of
Fiji’s high chiefs, who have ruled the former
British colony, with the backing of foreign
capital, since independence in 1970. Coup
leaders also hoped to contain demands for
expansion of democratic rights and trade
union struggles by workers and tenant sugar
farmers. The Labour Party, founded by the
FTUC in 1985, opposed the privileges of the
chiefs and their racial policies that divided
working people into ethnic Fijians or Indians.
The latter are descendants of indentured la-
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borers brought to Fiji at the turn of the century
to work Australian-owned sugar plantations.

Immediately after the coup, Sitiveni Ra-
buka suspended all trade union rights. How-
ever, with the assistance of unions in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand and the International
Transport Workers Federation, which embar-
goed trade with Fiji, the labor movement was
able to force the regime to retreat. The As-
sociation of Garment Workers won govern-
ment recognition in 1989.

Permanent Secretary for Trade and Com-
merce Navi Naisoro, during a visit to the
United States, alleged that the current gar-
ment strike was “politically motivated™ by
the FTUC to “undermine” the government.
He was in the United States attempting to
negotiate a large export order, primarily from
Just Cham.

Druavesi rejected the charge, pointing out
that representatives of Just Cham workers
had approached the FTUC to demand that a
strike be organized.

With the support of the Nausori commu-
nity, the strikers established themselves in a
vacant lot and church hall opposite their
struck plant.

This is the latest in a series of strikes by
garment workers seeking to narrow their
wage gap with other Fijian workers, who may
eamn four or five times a clothing worker’s
wage. In response, the government has an-
nounced the creation of a Garment Industry
Wages Council that includes representatives
of unions and employers to propose guide-
lines for the industry on wages and working
conditions.
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Cuban diplomat speaks at Detroit meetings

BY STEVE CRAINE

DETROIT — “The enemies of Cuba say
Cuba is the last domino, that socialism has
failed; but all this is wishful thinking,” Clin-
ton Adlum, first secretary of the Cuban In-
terests Section in the United States, told an
October 5 citywide meeting at Wayne State
University here.

At the meeting and several others during
his three-day tour here, Adlum explained the
course of the Cuban revolution today and the
Cuban government’s opposition to the U.S.
economic blockade and mounting war threats
against Iraq.

Before, its revolution in 1959, the diplomat
explained to the more than 100 people in
attendance, Cuba was totally dominated by
the United States. “The motivation for our
revolution was the degree of racism, the
degree of corruption, the degree of sickness”
that came with capitalism and foreign dom-
ination. “Can you imagine going back to
capitalism? There is no going back to that
mess. In Cuba, independence and socialism
are synonymous for us,” he said.

Far from having failed, Adlum pointed out,
Cuba’s socialist policies are “creating the
new human being — a human being practic-
ing solidarity day by day, incapable of amass-
ing wealth while others sink into poverty.

“This is our proudest accomplishment. We
don’t believe people have to be greedy. We
think there is plenty wrong with greed. We
are convinced that humankind is trustworthy.
This is why we believe in socialism.”

He explained, however, that the devel-
opment of socialism and the new human
being is not an easy task because the leg-
acy of thousands of years of exploitation
have to be overcome. That is why, he
noted, “the construction of socialism is an
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ideological and political task.”

Atan informal meeting with student activ-
ists at the University of Michigan, Adlum was
asked about the Cuban rectification process
and how it differed from the changes taking
placein the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.

“Rectification means to revise, recheck
our course — not to change our goal, but to
correct our course toward that goal. We do
not intend to change our policies to please
anyone,” he stated. “We are convinced we
are on the correct course.”

“We are not opposed to change,” he said.
“Change is a constant fact of life in society as
well asinnature. But, please,” he emphasized,
“don’t ask us to change in a backward direc-
tion.”

‘We were creating a monster’

At the Wayne State meeting, he elaborated
on these ideas. Prior to rectification, eco-
nomic policies like the free farmers’ market
were “creating a monster” in Cuba, he said.
“Some Cubans were becoming millionaires
and were becoming a social force” in the
country. “You can’t build socialism with mar-
ket mechanisms,” he continued. “If we were
to concentrate only on the economic aspect
of constructing socialism, we would only be
creating another form of capitalism. We must
reject this kind of ‘new thinking.’”

Adlum added that changes in the eco-
nomic and trade policies in the Soviet Union
and Eastem Europe are seriously affecting
Cuba. As of January 1, he noted, Cuba will
have to trade with these countries on the basis
of hard currency, which is difficult to acquire
because of the U.S. trade blockade of Cuba.

Because of cuts inthe shipments of oil from
the Soviet Union, Adlum told each of his
audiences, Cuba is inthe process of importing

some 200,000 bicycles and will construct its
own bicycle factory. Cuban planners also
anticipate increased reliance on oxen for both
plowing and transport, he said. “But,” he
‘added, “Cuba will not succumb. We do not
know the meaning of the word surrender.”

U.S. intervention in Mideast

At a meeting at the Hartford Memorial
Baptist Church, Adlum also discussed the
Cuban government’s view of the U.S.-led
intervention in the Mideast. While opposing
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, he blasted Wash-
ington’s hypocrisy in condemning Iraq after
its own invasions of Panama and Grenada.

“And where were the five permanent
members of the UN Security Council for the
last 10 years, when South Africa was illegally
occupying Namibia?” he asked. Cuba op-
poses the embargo against Iraq because
“Cuba would never use food as a weapon,”
he added.

Adlum’s talk culminated a three-day tour
in the Detroit area sponsored by the Justice
for Cuba Coalition. As the first representative
of the Cuban government to visit here in
many years, Adlum was greeted by many
different groups in the city.

He was presented with a unanimous reso-
lution of the Detroit Common Council, which
welcomed him and urged “the United States
government to drop restrictions on trade
and travel to Cuba so the people of both
countries can learn to live in peace and friend-
ship.”

Adlum also addressed a luncheon spon-
sored by the National Lawyers Guild and the
Michigan chapter of the National Alliance of
Latin American Lawyers, and an Afro-Amer-
ican studies class of 40 at Wayne State.
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Pamphlet exposes U.S. war drive in Gulf

BY STEVE CLARK
(First of two parts)

Opponents of the U.S. government’s es-
calating war drive against [raq now have an
important tool to use in their antiwar efforts.
Pathfinder has just published a new pamphlet
entitled U.S. Hands Off the Mideast! Cuba
Speaks Out at the United Nations: Fidel
Castro and Ricardo Alarcén on the Iraq-Ku-
wait Conflict and Washington's War Moves.

A campaign in coming weeks to get this
pamphlet into the hands of as many people
as possible is an important part of the inter-
national effort to mobilize opposition to
Washington’s war preparations. The 82-page
pamphlet will also be an aid to everyone who
seeks to expose and condemn Washington’s
criminal blockade of food and medicine to
all those living in Iraq and Kuwait.

The booklet rolled off the presses just a
few days before the October 20 demonstra-
tions against the U.S. military buildup, and
many copies were sold at these protest ac-
tions. A Spanish-language edition will be
available in mid-November. Excerpts will
appear in the forthcoming fall issue of the
French-language quarterly Lutte ouvriére.

The central political themes documented
and discussed in the pamphlet are explained
in the opening paragraphs of the introduction
by Mary-Alice Waters:

“The U.S. government is preparing on a
massive scale for war against Iraq.

“Itis using the unanimous votes of the five
permanent members of the United Nations
Security Council to give cover to unilateral
U.S. acts of aggression.

“Washington’s response to the August 2
Iragi invasion of Kuwait was not motivated
by support for national sovereignty, indepen-
dence, and territorial- integrity. It was an
opportunity seized by the U.S. government
to advance its imperialist interests.

“Working people the world over are al-
ready paying dearly for the U.S.-organized
war buildup. The cost in lives and economic
well-being will be incalculable if efforts to
find a peaceful solution to the conflict con-
tinue to be blocked by Washington,”

Big stakes for working people

Whether the U.S. rulers unleash their mas-
sive arsenal against the people of Iraq, or
choose to try to achieve their ends short of
amilitary onslaught, Washington s war prep-
arations in the Mideast are at the center of
world politics today. There will soon be
nearly 250,000 U.S. troops on land and sea
in the region, in addition to tens of thousands
of troops from Britain, France, Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, Syria, and some 20 other countries.
Altogether there are several heavy armored
divisions — equipped with more than a thou-
sand modern tanks — on the ground in Saudi
Arabia; more than 850 aircraft from the U.S.
and allied governments; and some 100 war-
ships, including two U.S. aircraft carrier
groups.

This is not only the largest U.S. military
operation since the Vietnam War. It is also
the largest French military mobilization since
the 1954—-62 Algerian War and the largest
British military action since its war against
Argentina to reconquer the Malvinas Islands
in 1982. Japan’s capitalist rulers are seeking
to take advantage of the war buildup to
deploy “noncombatant” troops to the Middle
East, thus breaking the post—World War II
political limits on their use of military power
abroad; Germany'’s rulers are closely follow-
ing the outcome of Tokyo’s initiative with an
eye to busting through the ban on their own
deployment of military forces beyond their
borders.

The stakes in halting the U.S. war drive
are very high for working people — espe-
cially young workers, farmers, and students
— in the United States, the Middle East, and
around the world. U.S.-organized aggression
would result in the deaths of tens of thou-
sands of civilians and soldiers in Irag and
Kuwait, as well as heavy losses for young
people in the uniforms of the U.S. armed
forces and those of other armies that make
up Washington’s fragile coalition.

Disastrous consequences of war

A war would have disastrous conse-
quences for the economic and social condi-
tions of working people the world over, strik-
ing with particular vengeance at those in
oppressed nations throughout Africa, Asia,
the Pacific, Latin America, and the Carib-
bean.

As Cuban President Fidel Castro warned

in a September 28 speech included in the
pamphlet, a U.S. war against Iraq “will not
only cost many lives on the battlefield there.
Such a war would also be a catastrophe for
the world economy. . . . For every life lost
on the battlefields of the Arab-Persian Gulf,
a thousand persons will die of hunger in the
Third World.”

The structure of the pamphlet — built
around documents and speeches from the UN
Security Council — derives from a promi-

As the history of the 20th century amply
confirms, the U.S. govemment is quite pre-
pared to defend its strategic interests by force
of arms — in the Middle East, or anywhere
else — without the fig leaf of intemnational
cooperation. But the pretense that the mili-
tary moves against Iraq are UN actions, not
unilateral U.S. aggression, is not primarily
for Washington’s benefit.

Above all, it provides indispensable cover
for the governments of the Soviet Union and
various Arabcountries to
join in the U.S. rulers’
reactionary crusade.
Thus, the collaboration
of the five permanent
members of the Security
Council is playing a
prominent role in the un-
folding crisis.

The Pathfinder pam-
phlet contains each Se-
curity Council resolution
on the Irag-Kuwait crisis
adopted in August and
September, together
with the statements re-
lated to these measures
by Cuba’s permanent
representative to the UN,
Ricardo Alarcén, as well
as by Castro. As Waters
explains in the introduc-
tion, “The government
of Cuba, now serving a
two-year term on the Se-
curity Council, has been
the sole voice in the UN
to speak out clearly and
consistently against the
[Bush] administration’s
war preparations, which
are backed by the bipar-
tisan Democratic and
. Republican coalition in
. Congress.”

nent aspect of the U.S. government’s war
moves.

The Security Council resolutions initiated
by Washington as pretexts for its military
buildup have had unanimous backing from
the council’s four other permanent members
— the governments of Britain, France, the
Soviet Union, and the People’s Republic of
China. The collaboration of these five gov-
emments has provided cover for Washington
to act as if its imperialist goals somehow
represent the will of the majority of humanity
— vaguely equated with what is called the
United Nations.

-14 prepares to launch from USS Independence

By publishing the
statements of Cuban
government representa-
tives on Washington’s war moves, the pam-
phlet helps break the embargo that the big-
business media has imposed on this persua-
sive voice of opposition. The course of the
Cuban government since the outset of the
Middle East crisis is powerful testimony to
the principled revolutionary internationalism
that has been a hallmark of its foreign policy
for more than 30 years.

What is most significant about the mate-
rials collected in this pamphlet, however, is
not who said them, but what they say. The
speeches and statements by Castro and
Alarcén explain Washington’s military

buildup and — in clear, powerful, and rea-
soned terms — rebut each of the U.S.
government’s pretexts and rationalizations.

Castro and Alarcén emphasize the Cuban
government’s commitment to the principles
of noninterference in the internal affairs of
other countries, of rejection of military force,
and of respect for national independence,
sovereignty, and territorial integrity. They
condemn the August 2 Iraqi government
invasion of Kuwait, as well as its annexation
of that sovereign country and attacks on the
rights of foreign nationals working in or
visiting Iraq and Kuwait.

Washington uses UN cover

At the same time, Cuba’s representatives
have exposed and denounced each one of
Washington’s efforts to drape its war moves
in the mantle of the UN. As the pamphlet’s
introduction explains, *‘Cuba refused to vote
for economic sanctions against Iraq or to
endorse military steps to force compliance
with the trade embargo. Cuba denounced as
inhuman — and as an unconscionable viola-
tion of fundamental human rights — the
measures denying food and medicine to the
people living in Irag and Kuwait. Cuba was
the only member of the Security Council to
vote against an air embargo of Iraq.”

Castro and Alarcén point to the hypocrisy
of the U.S. government, which has repeat-
edly vetoed proposed Security Council mea-

sures against its own military intervention in

Panama, Grenada, Vietnam, Cambodia,
Laos, the Dominican Republic, and else-
where during the 45-year history of the UN.
Cuba’s representatives detail the flagrant
U.S. double standard in world affairs:

e Washington’s demand that the Security
Council enforce an embargo against Iraqg,
while blocking sanctions against Israel for
its occupation of Palestinian and other Arab
territories;

e the U.S. rulers’ unilateral breach of UN
trade sanctions against the racist regimes in
Southern Rhodesia — today Zimbabwe —
and South Africa;

e Washington’s condemnation of the
Iragi regime’s hostile actions against diplo-
matic personnel in Iraq and Kuwait, conve-
niently ignoring its own aggression against
embassies and embassy staffs of other coun-
tries as recently as the U.S. invasion of Pan-
ama; and many others.

Events since August 2 have placed a spot-
light on the political reality of the UN, which,
despite the fine words of its charter, is not
and has never been an instrument to advance
world peace, sovereignty, or national self-de-
termination. '

In truth, the very term “the United Na-

Continued on Page 4

Good beginning sales for Mideast pamphlet

BY SELVA NEBBIA

*I guess the most common response to the
pamphlet has been ‘It’s great that somebody
published this,’” said Steve Warshell. He was
referring to the new Pathfinder pamphlet,
U.S. Hands Off the Mideast! Cuba Speaks
QOut at the United Nations. Warshell and a
team of three others sold the new pamphlet
from a literature table along the route of the
October 20 demonstration against the U.S.
war drive in the Mideast in New York City.

Dozens of people at similar demonstra-
tions around the country bought the pam-
phlet, which had just come off the press a
couple of days earlier.

“The biggest problem we faced is we did
not order enough,” said Jon Hillson from
Cleveland. Two days after the Cleveland
Pathfinder Bookstore order of pamphlets ar-
rived, they had sold all but two. “At the
demonstration we got a good response,” he
said. People were very interested in reading
about Cuba, the “only country that had the
honor of voting no at the UN.”

“Several people we spoke to said they had
heard little about Cuba’s position at the UN
and wanted to find out more about it,”
Warshell said. “Most were also very inter-
ested in reading the UN resolutions them-
selves and getting the whole picture of what
is going on in the Security Council.”

Some 65 pamphlets were sold at the New
York action. Among those who bought it
were a Puerto Rican Vietnam veteran, several
Palestinian youths, a Black woman from
Harlem, an immigrant worker from the Ca-

nary Islands, and a young student from
Brooklyn. “One guy, a passerby, came up to
the Pathfinder literature table and said, ‘I
think Hussein is like Hitler,”” said Warshell.
*“After a brief discussion with us, he bought
a pamphlet.”

In Toronto, Canada, some 3,000 people
turned out for a “Rally for Peace and the

Try the socialist
newsweekly for 12 weeks
for just $10 and you’ll get
U.S. Hands Off the
Mideast! Cuba Speaks
Out at the United
Nations for only $4.

82 pp., regularly $6. Offer good thru
Nov. 17.

Available from any of the Pathfinder
bookstores listed on page 12 or from the
Militant, 410 West St., New York, N.Y.
10014.

SPECIAL OFFER

Subscribe to the Militant
& get $2 off new Pathfinder pamphlet

Environment.” A high school student, re-
ported Pathfinder salesperson Margaret
Manwaring, bought the U.S. Hands off the
Mideast! pamphlet and said, “I’m glad there
is one country standing up against the war.”

To order your copy along with a subscrip-
tion to the Militant, or a bundle of pamphlets
to distribute, write to the address below.
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Candidates address issues facing workers

Continued from front page
Workers Union.

“For the last week I have traveled up and
down the Yakima Valley,” said Matt Her-
reshoff in an interview. He is running for U.S.
Congress in Washington State. “I've spoken
to many hundreds of working people. And
it’s hard to find anyone who supports this
war.”

Socialist candidate for state representative
Elizabeth Bours, a member of the Young
Socialist Alliance, toured the area with Her-
reshoff. At a lunchtime meeting at Colum-
bian Basin College, she explained to students
that “while the U.S. government is spending
millions each day to protect the profits of the
oil companies, it is cutting back on funds for
people with AIDS and other socially neces-
sary services.”

Herreshoff also traveled to Pasco, Wash-
ington, near the Hanford Nuclear Reserva-
tion. The socialist candidate is campaigning
for a complete shutdown of the facility. He
was also interviewed on a Spanish-language
call-in radio show that is popular among farm
workers in the area.

Need for labor party

Noting recent struggles by farm workers
in the area, Herreshoff stressed the need for
working people to take their struggles against
war and the economic crisis into the political
arena. “We could struggle more effectively
if the labor movement organized a political
party to unite working people and bring the
full power of our unions to every struggle
against the bosses, their government, and
their parties,” he said in an interview with
the Tri-City Herald. The Democratic and
Republican parties, Herreshoff explained are
not the parties of working people, but of the
ranchers and factory owners.

In North Carolina, SWP congressional
candidate Naomi Craine explained that a
labor party would be a vehicle for youth
outraged by the U.S. war moves and a federal
budget that makes war on working people.
“Young working-class people should have a
voice. We are the ones being sent to die in
the Middle East for oil company profits,” she
said.

Craine, 20 years old, is a textile worker
and member of the YSA. She and Walter
Blades, the SWP candidate for state sen-
ate, announced their campaigns on October
16. They are running on a ticket with
the SWP candidate for U.S. Senate, Rich
Stuart.

‘Breath of fresh air’

Thatevening Stuart fielded questions from
more than 30 callers on a two-hour TV show.
Topics ranged from the SWP’s support for a
woman’s right to choose abortion to the
struggles against police brutality, racist
frame-ups, and the health-care system in
Cuba. The socialist campaign is a “breath of
fresh air,” said a caller from Winston-Salem.

American Agriculture
Movement to hold
national meeting

BY KATE KAKU

A Rural Strategy Summit is being held in
Kansas City, Missouri, November 8-10,
sponsored by the American Agriculture
Movement. Inc. The farmers organization is
encouraging everyone, especially young
people to come and participate in the event.

Larry Mitchell, spokesperson for AAM
Inc. in Washington D.C., said in an interview,
“This is an open forum to get ideas on what
we need to do to change U.S. farm policy.
This is wide open to everyone, not just mem-
bers of the AAM. We want to target new
people who have not been involved. These
people will have new ideas that we haven’t
thought of.”

The memorandum sent out by the AAM
to build the meeting explains, “The 1990
Farm Bill coupled with skyrocketing energy
costs and calamitous budget cuts, are not only
aimed at the heart of AAM’s membership,
but at the rest of rural America as well. We
must engineer a strategy to motivate and
mobilize rural America into action this fall
and on into next year.”

At the same time as the summit, the Na-
tional FFA — Future Farmers of America —
convention and a national delegates meeting
of the AAM will also be taking place in
Kansas City.
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“We're pulling for you in Hickory,” said
another from the western part of the state.

Socialist campaign teams are also reach-
ing out to areas where the SWP is not fielding
candidates this year. Neil Callender, the SWP
candidate for Massachusetts state treasurer,
and supporters traveled to Jay, Maine, the
site of a bitter strike against International
Paper that began in June 1987. The strike,
which was in response to the paper bosses’
demands for massive concessions, was bro-
ken when the company successfully brought
in hundreds of scabs. Today more than 200
union members are back on the job, working
alongside nearly 700 of those hired as strike-
breakers.

Socialist campaigners got a friendly re-
sponse to the Militant there. Union members
remembered its coverage of their battles.
Many agreed with the paper’s call for the
immediate withdrawal of U.S. troops from
the Mideast. “The government wants us to
pay for this war twice,” said one worker,
“once with our pocketbooks and once with
our lives.”

Carole Lesnick from Los Angeles; Tony Di
Felice from Vancouver, British Columbia;
Devin Oldendick from Greensboro, North
Carolina; and Kathryn Owen from Boston
contributed to this article.

Militant/Lisa Ahlberg

Joel Britton, SWP candidate for California governor, addressing antiwar rally Octo-

ber 20 in Los Angeles.

New pamphlet exposes U.S. war drive

Continued from Page 3

tions” is a misnomer. No such thing exists.
What does exist is a complex of buildings in
New York City, the capital of the imperialist
world, where representatives of more than
150 governments gather to present their po-
sitions on various world events. Only five
governments, however, have any say over
what is actually done in the name of the UN.

The UN’s executive powers are monopo-
lized by the five permanent members of the
Security Council. The Council’s remaining
10 seats rotate for two-year terms among the
other UN-member governments. These five
permanent members, and only these five,
exercise what Castro — in one of the items
printed in the pamphlet — calls the “anach-
ronistic, unfair, and undemocratic veto priv-
ilege.” That is, each one of the U.S., British,
French, Soviet, and Chinese delegations —
on the basis of its veto alone — can block
action by the Security Council on any sub-
stantive question. Or, when these five gov-
emments agree among themselves, that set-
tles the matter.

On the other hand, the UN General As-
sembly, in which each member country casts
an equal vote, has no powers of implemen-
tation. What’s more, a two-thirds vote is
required to adopt resolutions on many ques-
tions, including those related to “interna-
tional peace and security.” Thus, General
Assembly votes largely register the state of
world public opinion at a given time.

“In the General Assembly, we shout and
we condemn, and itdoesn 't matter,” Yemen's
UN ambassador Abdalla Saleh Al-Ashtal told
Jjournalist John Newhouse recently. More-
over, Newhouse added in the October 8 issue
of the New Yorker, Al-Ashtal and “other
experienced diplomats agree that the UN was
set up to allow the five permanent members
of the Security Council — the major world
powers — to more or less call the shots.”

The UN response to the U.S. invasion of
Panama last December is a case in point. The
General Assembly adopted a resolution by a
big majority vote of 75-t0-20 “strongly de-
ploring” the invasion. No action was taken
against Washington, however, since the U.S.,
British, and French delegations vetoed even
a resolution of condemnation in the Security
Council.

The UN's reactionary structure is even
more important for the U.S. rulers today than
when it was established in San Francisco in
April 1945. The composition and character
of the General Assembly and UN bodies
under its purview have evolved substantially
over the past 45 years,

The UN'’s founding conference came just
at the outset of the post—-World War Il upsurge
of the colonial revolution, which over the
next several decades resulted in political in-
dependence for the big majority of colonies
in Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean. There
were only 51 members of the UN at that time.
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Most were either imperialist allies of the U.S.
rulers or neocolonial governments tightly
under the thumb of Washington, especially
in Latin America.

Between 1946 and 1953, for example, the
U.S. delegation was defeated on fewer than
3 percent of 800 General Assembly resolu-
tions. Only two U.S.-backed measures failed.

This situation began to change by the early
1960s, as one former colony after another
won political independence and was admit-
ted to the UN. Washington no longer found
it so easy always getting its way in the
General Assembly — especially on matters
related to anticolonial struggles, racism, and
the inequitable economic and trade relations
imposed on the world market by a handful
of the strongest capitalist ruling classes.

In light of this evolution, revolutionists
and fighters for national liberation and social
justice began to view the General Assembly
as one platform from which to win greater
world knowledge of and support for struggles
by the oppressed and exploited. Castro and
Emesto Che Guevara, leaders of the victori-
ous Cuban revolution, traveled to New York
City to speak before the General Assembly
and — as Guevara put it in 1964 — to help
“this assembly shake itself out of compla-
cency” and block imperialism’s efforts “to
turn this meeting into a pointless oratorical
tournament.”

Fighters against the racist and colonial
policies of the apartheid regime in South

Africa, such as the African National Con-
gress and Namibia's South West Africa
People’s Organisation, won observer status

at the UN, as did the Palestine Liberation
Organization and other national liberation
movements. Puerto Rican independence
fighters took their case before UN commit-
tees, as did American Indian organizations.
Malcolm X sought to get the question of the
racist oppression of Blacks in the United
States placed on the agenda of the General
Assembly.

While supporters of struggles for national
liberation and socialism could and did take
advantage of this international rostrum, how-
ever, the UN'’s evolving membership did not
alter the political character of the United
Nations as the instrument of imperialist pol-
icy it was created to be. From the start, the
degree of the UN'’s usefulness to Washington
depended on the collaboration it was able to
get at a given time from the Soviet govern-
ment through the mechanism of the Security
Council. )

Thus, the “history” of the UN is nothing
but the history of the shifting relations be-
tween the U.S. imperialist rulers and the
bureaucratic caste that has held the govern-
ment of the Soviet workers’ state in its death
grip since the triumph of Stalin some 60 years
ago.

(Next week: Korea and the Congo, the UN's
true face)

British coal miners conference
opens fight for wage increase

Continued from front page

been called to consider allegations that
Scargill and NUM General Secretary Peter
Heathfield had misappropriated union funds
during the 198485 strike.

The October 10 meeting voted to note,
rather than accept, the conclusions of a union-
sponsored inquiry by attomey Gavin Light-
man. Lightman charged that Scargill and
Heathfield, who are also officers of the In-
ternational Miners’ Organisation, had misdi-
rected funds raised by Soviet miners that
were intended for use by striking British
miners. He urged the NUM Executive to take
legal action against the two as IMO leaders.

The police fraud squad followed suit by
announcing an investigation into the affairs
of the union and charges were brought by the
govemnment against the NUM. Kevin Barron,
a leader of the Labour Party and a member of
Parliament, called for Scargill’s resignation.

But the response by the majority of NUM
branches was to defend the union leaders. On
September 10 the legal action by the NUM
Executive against the IMO was suspended.

“There has been an overwhelming vote of

confidence in the national officials, a com-
plete exoneration, and complete ratification
of all they did to maintain the fabric of the
union between 1984 and 1990,” Scargill said
following the meeting. “There has been a
vote of support for the IMO and a commit-
ment that the NUM will remain a part of the
organization.

“It was time we stopped turning inward
and attacking each other,” the NUM presi-
dent said, adding the union must “tumn to the
common enemy — British Coal and the Tory
[Conservative Party] govemnment.”

Despite this victory, the campaign against
the NUM continues. The police investiga-
tions into NUM finances and the donations
by Soviet miners has not been suspended,
and NUM leaders are required to appear in
court in early November to face charges by
the government’s union certification officer.

In addition, Penguin — the largest pub-
lisher in Britain — has announced its inten-
tion to publish Lightman’s report, without
the union’s agreement, as a book within the
next few weeks.



Militant/Arthur Hughes
Militant sales on first day of target week at New York October 20 antiwar action.
Opposition to U.S. war drive has been central feature of socialist election campaigns.
Selling the Militant is the most effective way to get out the ideas of the campaigns over
the next two weeks.

Subscription Drive
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UNITED STATES

Austin, Minn. 90 49 54% 60 35 18 8 10 6 2 0
Price, Utah 80 43 54% 55 34 13 TS 10 2 2 0
Baltimore 125 56 45% 90 32 12 6 20 16 3 2
Seattle 190 85 45% 115 55 48 17 25 12 2 1
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Brooklyn 345 H 22% 190 32 70 21| 60 12 25 10
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Cleveland 160 27 17% 115 18 18 3 25 6 2 0
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Washington, DC 150 22 15% 100 16 20 6 23 0 7 0
Houston 145 21 14% 98 11 25 2 20 8 2 0
Cincinnati 17 7 41% 12 4 2 2 3 1 - 0
Ft. Madison, lowa 5 2 40% 4 2| 1 0 - 0 0
Las Vegas, Nev. 5 0 0% | 5 0 - 0 - 0 - 0
Louisville, Ky. 7 1 14% 7 1 0 - 0 - 0
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| Antiwar actions boost

int’l target week sales

BY RONI McCANN

Militant supporters from Toronto to Salt
Lake City, Utah, fanned out to working class
neighborhoods, college campuses, and rural
areas to kick off the international sales target
week that began October 20. The goal of the
target week is to redouble efforts to win new
subscribers and put the circulation campaign
on schedule.

Supporters worldwide are in a drive to win
7,800 new readers by November 17. In ad-
dition to signing up subscribers for the Mil-
itant, they are selling subscriptions to the
Spanish-language Perspectiva Mundial and
French-language Lutte ouvriére and copies
of the Marxist journals, New [nternational
and Nouvelle Internationale.

October 20

The target week began as protests against
the U.S. war drive in the Mideast took place
in cities across the United States and in other
countries. At a march and rally in New York,
26 participants signed up for subscriptions to
the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial.

Unlike the New York Times, Toronto Globe
and Mail, or Britain’s Guardian, the Militant
is written in the interests of workers and
farmers — who have the most to lose and
nothing to gain from the war drive by Wash-
ington and its imperialist allies. The facts
about the impending war, reports on actions
by working people and students who oppose
it, and an explanation on the high stakes
involved for the working people around the
world make the paper an invaluable resource
and weekly guide to action for workers and
union activists, farmers and farm workers,
students and antiwar protesters.

In addition to Militant subscription sales,
supporters at the New York action also sold
64 copies of the new Pathfinder pamphlet
U.S. Hands Off the Mideast! Cuba Speaks
QOut at the United Nations.

The pamphlet documents the stand against
Washington’s war moves by Cuba — the
only government in the world that has spoken
out against the aggression. For the remainder
of the circulation campaign those who sub-
scribe to the Militant for 12 weeks can get
the pamphlet for $4 — a $2 savings.

In San Francisco protesters at an October
20 action bought seven subscriptions and 44
individual copies of the Militant, along with
10 copies of the new pamphlet. Supporters
from Seattle participated in antiwar events
on October 20 in Portland, Oregon; Ever-
green, Washington; and Seattle. As of Oc-
tober 23 they had won 10 new readers to the
Militant, and sold 26 copies of the U.S. Hands
Off the Mideast! pamphlet.

Campaign by selling Militant

Opposition to the U.S. war drive has been
a central feature of the election campaigns
of Socialist Workers Party candidates. Over
the next two weeks the socialist candidates

and their supporters will be speaking at cam-
paign rallies, on college campuses, at plant
gates, and other political events as they wrap
up their election activities.

The most effective way to get out the ideas
of the socialist campaigns is by stepping up
sales of subscriptions to the Militant. By
signing up to get the paper for 12 weeks,
those interested in socialist ideas — whether
they are students on campus, farm workers
in rural areas, or workers on the picket lines
— will not only get a piece of campaign
literature or hear a talk but canread a socialist
paper every week.

“We've picked up the pace of the sales
drive here in Boston,” said Militant supporter
Dave Ferguson. “By going door to door and
explaining what the socialist candidates
stand for, people get an understanding of
what the Militant is about. And we're selling
more subscriptions as a result.”

Regional teams

Many cities kicked off the target week by
sending special teams into the region to farm
worker areas and college campuses.

Supporters in Baltimore fielded three
teams to migrant farm labor camps and won
seven new readers.

Supporters in Salt Lake City and Price,
Utah, sent five teams out over the target
weekend to mining regions in Colorado, Wy-
oming, and the Navajo Nation. They won 35
new readers on the teams and six on Saturday
sales in Salt Lake City and Price. By October
21 both cities were half way toward meeting
their target week goals.

A three-week team to sell Pathfinder
books and win new readers to the Militant
hit the road in Canada, heading for Calgary,
Alberta. On two college campuses in Sud-
bury and Thunder Bay, Ontario, 11 students
signed up to get the Militant. After visiting
striking steelworkers in Sault Ste. Marie,
two strikers decided to subscribe to the paper.

A two-week sales team departed St. Louis
on October 20 for Illinois, Indiana, and parts
of Kentucky.

Next week’s issue of the Militant will
include an International Socialist Review
supplement containing an overview of the
20-month strike by Machinists against East-
em Airlines as well as a feature on the
Socialist Workers Party campaigns, list-
ing all the socialist candidates running in the
November 7 elections. Supporters will
want take special steps to get the paper
into the hands of Eastern strike activists,
other unionists and workers, and young peo-
ple.

By continuing this stepped-up pace of
circulation and explaining why buying a sub-
scription to the socialist press is essential for
leamning about and opposing the employer-
government offensive against working peo-
ple worldwide, the sales drive can make
substantial progress.

Eastern strikers reach out

Continued from front page

ings. There were so many in fact, I couldn’t
get to all of them. For example, there were
three union meetings one night.”

Brown said the dilemma was solved by
visiting two unions earlier in the day. “I gave
them material and they raised the strike at
their meeting, even though I couldn’t actually
be there. Both unions ended up giving size-
able contributions to the Eastern strike ef-
fort.”

Brown pointed out that the response she
got was very enthusiastic, but also found that
due to a lack of information many she spoke
to were unaware the strike was still on. Based
on her experience, these kinds of strike
support activities can be repeated in many
parts of the United States, the strike activist
said.

Some $3,600 were raised during the tour.
Brown spoke at 23 union meetings, met with
the executive board of the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, the
executive council of the Building and Con-
struction Trades, and numerous union offi-
cials.

With the help of the Omaha AFL-CIO,
thousands of leaflets to build the picket line
in support of the strikes at Greyhound and
Eastern were produced and distributed to

November 2, 1990

unionists throughout the area. In addition,
leaflets explaining the strike and advertising
discussions with Brown following work
were handed out at several worksites.

“The strikes by Eastern and Greyhound
union members are examples of the in-
creased struggles by unionists against the
employer’s attacks,” a leaflet building the
picket line read.

“All working people are in a stronger
position to fight cuts in wages and working
conditions because of these strikes and the
fights of other union workers, like the coal
miners who won their battle against Pittston
Coal.” The leaflet concluded by saying that
the Eastern strikers with the help of “union
brothers and sisters” will “stay out on the
picket line as long as it takes.”

“This is something our union can do more
of,” Brown said. “Our union locals that are
near areas where there are no Eastern strikers
need to get there and talk to people about
our fight.”

Brown said that members of her local were
surprised by the response from an area where
there are no strikers. “People in my IA