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Behind Mecca slaughter:
Washington’s war moves

BY HARRY RING

The massacre of Iranian participants in
the pilgrimage to Mecca was perpetrated
by the government of Saudi Arabia. But
the bloody assault was the product of
Washington’s provocations against Iran,
including the mounting U.S. naval pres-
ence in the Persian Gulf.

The Sav-i regime is a key participant in
Washington’s drive to isolate Iran, and,
like Washington, it has been trying to help
stave off an Iraqi defeat in the Irag-Iran
war.

The Saudi government claimed that the
July 31 bloodletting was triggered when
Iranian participants in the hajj or pilgrim-
age tried to "old a forbidden political dem-
onstration and then attacked security forces
that tried to stop them.

But the Iranian representative to the

United Nations insisted that arrangements
for the demonstration had been approved
by the Saudi authorities the day before. He
said this even included the slogans for the
rally.
UN delegate Said Rajaie-Khorassani de-
clared August 3 that demonstration leaders
had met with Saudi officials and “agreed
on the time and place and terms of the dem-
onstration” as had been done in previous
years. .
There were 155,000 Iranians among the
2 million Muslims participating in the pil-
grimage These included relatives of sol-
diers killed or wounded in the war with
Iraq and half the members of the Iranian
parliament. !

Press accounts said the demonstrators
shouted slogans opposing the U.S., Israeli,
and Soviet governments.

According to the Saudi regime, 402
people were killed in the troop assault, and
649 injured. The Iranian government said
its breaizdown of the casualties shows more
than 500 pilgrims dead and 2,000
wounded.

Saudi officials insisted that not a shot
had been fired by their troops. But the Ira-
nian government charged Saudi police had
opened fire on peaceful demonstrators and
used gas as well.

An Iranian medical officer in Mecca was
quoted as saying that most of the injured
were wounded by shotgun pellets.

According to the Saudi version of the
events, most of the casualties resulted from
a mass stampede that occurred as police
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U.S. warships head toward Persian Gulf. Washington’s military threats agast Iran,

which Saudi regime is key participant in, set stage for massacre of hundreds of Ira-

nian pilgrims.

Linder’s brother slams
Bush on contra crimes

CANTON, S.D. — Vice-president
George Bush’s refusal to criticize the con-
tras, who murdered Ben Linder, a U.S.
volunteer worker in Nicaragua, was chal-
lenged face-to-face here July 31 by John
Linder, Ben’s brother.

The confrontation took place in a school
gymnasium where the vice-president was
holding an “Ask George Bush” session. It
was a sweltering day, and the temperature
reached 100 degrees in the gym.

Bush, who had been greeted by a local
school marching band and introduced by a
former governor of the state, finished his
opening remarks and asked for questions
from the audience of some 300 people.

Nicaragua: U.S. ‘peace plan’
aims to quash regional talks

BY CINDY JAQUITH

MANAGUA, Nicaragua — Nicaraguan
officials warned August 5 that the new
“peace plan” for Central America an-
nounced by the Reagan administration is
aimed at preventing a negotiated settlement
to the military conflicts in this region.

The White House announced the plan on
the eve of the August 6—7 summit meeting
of Central American presidents in
Guatemala.

According to press reports here, the
U.S. proposal demands that the Nicara-
guan government negotiate with the contra
mercenari¢s in Washington’s pay. In return
the Reagan administration would postpone
until September 30 its appeal to Congress
for another $150 million in aid to the con-
tras.

The Nicaraguan government has consis-
tently rejected a dialogue with the mer-
cenaries, pointing out that they are employ-
ees of the U.S. government.

Instead, the Sandinistas call for negotia-
tions with Washington itself. The U.S.
government has rejected this course and
has tried to sabotage all dialogue between
Central American governments aimed at
negotiating a settlement, including the
summit meeting that opened August 6 in
Guatemala.

The August 5 Sandinista daily Bar-
ricada characterized the Reagan “peace
plan” as a “U.S. maneuver against the
summit.” Nicaragua’s vice-foreign minis-
ter, Victor Tinoco, wamed that the plan
could be “a maneuver to slow down the
[negotiating] process or to kill the sum-
mit.”

The very fact that the presidents of Nic-
aragua, El Salvador, Honduras, Costa
Rica, and Guatemala are to meet together
in the same room is not to Washington’s
liking. Nor do U.S. officials agree with the
proposed agenda of the summit meeting,
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John Linder, who sat a few feet from the
vice-president, raised his hand, and Bush
called on him. Linder was in the area as
part of the Benjamin Linder Peace Tour,
which is publicizing the facts about Ben
Linder’s murder and his work in Nicara-

John Linder came to the meeting in Can-
ton with Chris Schultz, a regional coordi-
nator of Witness for Peace, one of the na-
tional organizations sponsoring the tour.

Linder told Bush that his brother had
been killed while building hydroelectric
plants in northern Nicaragua, “in an area
where people previously had no electric-
ity.” He explained that the contras had de-
clared such projects to be targets and had
attacked the first power plant Ben had
built.

“On April 28,” Linder stated, “Ben and
six coworkers were attacked while prepar-
ing to build another plant near the town of
San José de Bocay.

“The facts are that the contras killed Ben
and two of his coworkers. They shot him in
the head point-blank as he lay wounded.”

“Nobody from the administration you
represent has condemned my brother’s kill-
ing,” Linder said. He challenged the vice-
president to do so.

Bush refused. Although he voiced sym-
pathy with the suffering of Linder’s family,
he would not criticize the killers.

“You see,” Bush said, “the policy of the
United States government is to support the
contras. Your brother was supporting
people, out of conscience I'm sure, on the
other side, those who are in that Nicara-
guan regime. So he made his choice.”

As Linder shook his head, Bush went on
to claim that Linder may have been carry-
ing a rifle and that he “owned Sandinista
uniforms.” Survivors of the attack have
stated that Linder was not holding a gun
when he was hit.

Bush admitted that the contras had com-
mitted atrocities, but he claimed the San-

Continued on Page 12

Haitian
government
escalates
violence

BY ART YOUNG

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — The rul-
ing military junta here is claiming more
victims as it desperately fights to hold onto
power.

Threats and violence reminiscent of that
carried out by ousted dictator Jean-Claude
Duvalier have escalated. Many of the Ton-
tons Macoutes, the hated thugs who ter-
rorized the country under the dictatorship,
remain active and are leading armed at-
tacks against opponents of the junta.

TV audiences around the world saw the
army open fire on a peaceful demonstration
here July 29, killing eight people and
wounding 15, including three journalists.

In the countryside, where landless peas-
ants have been seizing land, the landlords
have organized armed bands led by
Macoutes to attack the peasants, whom
they accuse of being communists. The
landlords’ thugs have killed groups of peas-
ants in many clashes across Haiti.

As reported in last week’s Militant, on
July 24 more than 100 poor peasants were
ambushed and murdered near the town of
Jean Rabel by a band working for local
landlords. (Reliable information on the
number of victims is still hard to obtain.
Some survivors of the massacre were
hunted down and killed in the days follow-
ing the ambush. Many are in hiding in fear
of their lives. The weekly Haiti en Marche
estimates that about 300 perished.)

During the night of July 29-30, six radio
stations here in the capital were machine-
gunned in a series of attacks spread over a
five-hour period. Witnesses said the
attackers wore army uniforms. The radio
stations that were attacked have supported
the protest movement against the junta,
known here by its Creole initials KNG.

The lives of those active in organizing
opposition to the KNG have been
threatened. Leaders of the Committee of
57, a coordinating body composed in the
main of moderate groups, have been spe-
cial targets of the attacks. Shots have been
fired at their homes during the night. Death
threats have been made over the phone.

But even leaders of conservative groups
that have not taken part in the protests
against the KNG have fallen victim to these
attacks.

On August 2 a mob crying, “We don’t
want communists” lynched Louis Eugene
Athis and two supporters in Légéne, hack-
ing them to death with machetes. They
then burned their bodies. Athis was presi-

Continued on Page 13
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Meeting celebrates life of Julius Snipper

BY NICK GRUENBERG

CLEVELAND, Ohio — Comrades and
friends from Toledo, Cleveland, Pitts-
burgh, and St. Louis gathered here August
2 at a meeting to celebrate the life of Julius
Snipper. Snipper, 46, died of heart failure
here July 25.

Julius Snipper’s confidence in the U.S.
working class and the Socialist Workers
Party, his ability to make lessons of past
struggles useful to those who are just be-
ginning to struggle, and his humor were
highlighted at the meeting.

The main presentation was given by Joel
Britton, a national committee member of
the Socialist Workers Party. He discussed
how Julius came to join the socialist move-
ment and his activity in building the Young
Socialist Alliance and SWP in Los
Angeles, Atlanta, and St. Louis.

Julius’ parents were long-time members
of the Los Angeles SWP. Britton drew on
notes from Virginia Garza in describing
how Julius joined the revolutionary move-
ment. In the early 1960s, he was a summer
volunteer for Pioneer Publishers in New
York, where Garza was the business man-
ager. Pioneer was the predecessor of Path-
finder Press.

There, in addition to packing and ship-
ping books, he had long discussions about
what was going on in the world and what
could be done about it. Many discussions
were about the Cuban revolution. “Julius
didn’t just take his parents’ word or point
of view,” Britton said. “He respected their
experiences and opinions, but learned to
think for himself.” He joined the YSA in
New York.

“Julius exuded confidence that we could
regenerate the party by reaching the new
generation of rebel youth and building the
YSA,” Britton noted. He exuded confi-
dence that we, everyone working together,

Striking Pa. miners
set August 22 rally

PITTSBURGH — Miners on strike at
Canterbury Coal will be hosting an “Old
Fashioned Labor Rally” August 22.

Members of United Mine Workers of
America (UMWA) Locals 2456 and 6986
have been on strike at Canterbury’s west-
ern Pennsylvania mines for more than two
years. Canterbury is owned by Canada De-
velopment Corp. (CDC).

A leaflet publicizing the event, to be
held in Avonmore, Pennsylvania, ex-
plains, “We are holding this rally to dem-
onstrate in an old-fashioned way to Canter-
bury and CDC that today’s labor move-
ment will continue to wage battle for im-
proved working conditions and a better
way of life for all members of our com-
munities.”

UMWA President Richard Trumka will
speak at the rally. The activities will also
include a “songfest” and an update on the
strike.

could do it, linking our youngest teenage
YSAers with all the intermediate genera-
tions, all the way to some great old-timers.

“He was always offering to lend you a
book or pamphlet from his extensive li-
brary. Julius, who was very much a man of
the present, talked politics, studied, in
order to organize and participate.”

In 1969 Julius moved to Atlanta to help.

in the challenging task of establishing the
first SWP branch in the South since World
War II. Britton referred to notes written by
John Staggs, who was a relatively new
member in Atlanta. “What impressed me
about Julius,” Staggs wrote, “was his con-
fidence in the party as the vehicle that
could lead the fight. It was a matter-of-fact
approach that made being in the party the
only way to live your life.”

From Atlanta, Julius moved to St.
Louis, another branch with many new
members. He helped newer members by
talking about books they should read. He
played tapes of Malcolm X speeches for
new recruits and prospective members of
the movement.

Julius worked as a typesetter for newspa-
pers in Los Angeles, Atlanta, and St.
Louis, helping to win to the party one of his
coworkers in Atlanta,

From St. Louis, Julius moved to Toledo
with his companion Lynn Edmiston. Brit-
ton concluded his remarks by saying, “The
last eight years of Julius’ life, spent in To-
ledo, was one of the most important parts
of his life. He helped to maintain the
party’s presence in northwest Ohio, at a

Julius Snipper in 1985

time of severe economic problems, during
a period of rout for the trade union move-
ment when many saw no way out except to
take big concessions. Julius was never
politically discouraged or demoralized by
what was happening to his class. He was an
example for all of us.”

Alan Epstein, a member of United Auto
Workers Local 12 at the Toledo Jeep plant,
spoke about Julius® years in Toledo. “The
last eight years for Julius Snipper involved
a personal struggle to maintain political ac-
tivity while recuperating from stretches of
ill health,” Epstein said. He noted that “the
backyard of Lynn and Julius® was the site
of dozens of political activities. Julius was
known among his friends as an excellent
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cook and would “show his expertise at the
barbecue grill.”

“In the fall of 1986, Epstein continued,
“Julius played a big role heading up the
branch IAM fraction. A series of regional
antiwar demonstrations were slated for Oc-
tober.” Julius placed a motion i2 his union
for endorsement and money to send union
members. The lodge voted for his motion,
and a couple of JAM members signed up. It
was their first demonstration ever, as well
as their first time in Chicago. Julius played
an indispensable role in getting to know
them and making them feel comfortable
with strangers.”

The meeting was chaired by Scott Ware,
organizer of the Cleveland SWP.

U.S. aims to quash Central America talks

Continued from front page
which will take up another “peace plan”
put forward by Costa Rican President
Oscar Arias.

The Arias plan calls for an end to aid to
“irregular forces” fighting in Central

America, which refers mainly to Washing-
ton’s contras and to the Salvadoran libera-
tion fighters battling the regime of Presi-
dent Duarte. Arias ties the aid cut-off to a
cease-fire and mandated elections in all
five countries.

“By contrast,” said today’s Barricada,

Daniel Ortega

“the Reagan proposal attempts to impose
on Nicaragua a dialogue with the contras, a
cease-fire, and the departure of [foreign]
military advisers as a prerequisite for post-
poning his contra aid requests to Congress
for one month.”

The Nicaraguan government has taken
the position that the Arias plan offers a
constructive framework for discussion at
the Guatemala summit. But it has also in-
sisted that the Contadora Group be in-
volved in whatever negotiations take place.
(The Contadora Group, made up of the
governments of Colombia, Mexico,
Panama, and Venezuela, has a stated posi-
tion of favoring a negotiated settlement to
the Central American military conflicts.)

In preparation for the Guatemala sum-
mit, all five Central American foreign
ministers plus Contadora representatives
met in Honduras. They drafted a common
document whose entire text has not been
released publicly. According to Barricada,
an attempt will be made at the Guatemala
summit to merge this document with the
Arias plan.

Nicaraguan officials said the document
was a step forward. It calls for “a halt to aid
to irregular forces” in the area as “an indis-
pensable element for the achievement of a

stable and lasting peace in the Central
American region.”

It calls for an end to interference by
“governments outside the region.” Bar-
ricada commented that “while the docu-
ment does not explicitly mention the U.S.
government by name, the allusion is obvi-
ous.”

The document proposes an end to the use
of the territory of any Central American
country to attack another country in Central
America. Washington's mercenaries at-
tacking Nicaragua are based in Honduras
and Costa Rica.

It makes “a vehement appeal to irregular
forces to suspend their military actions in
the area” and proposes “arms control and
reduction in Central America.”

It also puts forth collaboration among
Central American governments as a way to
facilitate the voluntary return of Nicara-
guans to their homeland. Thousands of
Nicaraguan Indians in Honduras have been
prevented by the army there from returning
to Nicaragua.

A proposal from the Honduran govern-
ment was rejected in the final drafting of
the document. Honduras had proposed that
U.S. aid to the contras continue for six
months after the signing of any settlement.
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‘Fate of Nicaragua
and U.S. farmers
are tied together’

BY PAT GROGAN

MILWAUKEE — “Ben Linder, not
Oliver North, is the true American hero,”
declared Wisconsin dairy farmer Craig
Adams to more than 400 people at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin July 25. The meeting
featured John Linder, brother of the U.S.
volunteer worker murdered by contras in
Nicaragua.

Adams, who is a member of the board of
directors of the Wisconsin Farm Unity Al-
liance, continued: “Tonight, I want to ex-
plain why I have come to believe that the
fate of the Nicaraguan people’s revolution
and the fate of the family farmer in this
country are tied together.”

Adams described visiting Nicaragua in
1984, as thousands of U.S. farm families
were being driven off their land. “Imagine
my exhilaration,” he said, “to find myself
in this beautiful, fertile land: a land where
farmers are not second-class citizens,
where farmers are seen as heroes.”

He recalled attending a rally of 50,000
farmers and finding to his amazement that
the pieces of paper they were waving in the
air were titles to land they had just re-
ceived.

“And along with the land distribution,
the Sandinista government is handing out
rifles,” Adams noted. “This isn’t the act of
a government that distrusts its people.”

The contras, said Adams, “haven’t been
able to establish a social base among the
farmers. That’s why they just step up.their
terrorist attacks against the people. That’s
why we lost Ben Linder.”

Bob Forrer, a construction worker from
Madison, urged participants in the meeting
to go to Nicaragua and work side by side
with the people there, as Ben Linder did.

Forrer has organized several construc-
tion crews to go to Nicaragua. Work is al-
most completed on a building to house an

S.F. socialists
launch campaign

BY MATILDE ZIMMERMANN

SAN FRANCISCO — Supporters of the
Socialist Workers Party here have
launched a petitioning drive to place their

Attention readers

The Militant will not be pub-
lishing next week so that our staff
can attend the Socialist Educa-
tional and Active Workers Con-
ference. We will resume publica-
tion with the issue dated August
28.

candidate for mayor, Peter Anestos, on the
November 3 ballot. Anestos, 33, is an elec-
tronics assembly worker at the Lockheed
plant in Sunnyvale, California,and a mem-
ber of International Association of
Machinists Local 2228.

Candidates for mayor of San Francisco
are required to pay a filing fee of more than
$2,200, which is 2 percent of the current
mayor’s salary. The alternative is to collect
9,000 signatures of city residents. Anestos
has pointed out that both the fee and the
signature requirement effectively prevent
most working people from running for
mayor.

Supporters of the Anestos campaign col-
lected 4,000 signatures in the first few days
of petitioning. Many petitioners who have
participated in previous efforts for socialist
candidates report an even more positive re-
sponse this time.

“I don’t know where all the ‘Ollie ma-
niacs’ we’re reading about are,” com-
mented Anestos. “We aren’t running into
them in the working-class neighborhoods
of San Francisco. When I say I’'m against
all contra aid, most people start reaching
for their pens.”

The petitioning drive lasts until August
20.

agricultural laboratory.

Bruce Colburn, president of the Amal-
gamated Transit Union in Milwaukee,
commented on the continuing union-bust-
ing assault on the workers at the Patrick
Cudahy meat-packing plant near here.
Workers in the United States, Colburn told
the rally, are beginning to learn that “when
the U.S. government talks about freedom,
they’re talking about the right of the corpo-
rations to do whatever they want,
whenever they want to. And they will use
naked violence to defend that freedom.”

John Linder predicted that the attempts
to use the congressional hearings on the
Iran-contra arms deals to win support for
the contra war “will backfire, because the
hearings have shown not just an outlaw
colonel, but an outlaw government.”

Earlier that day, Milwaukee Alderwom-
an Marlene Johnson presented Linder with
a proclamation by the Common Council
welcoming him to the city. Milwaukee
Mayor Henry Maier issued a proclamation
supporting the Benjamin Linder Peace
Tour and declaring July 19 to be “Mil-
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Craig Adams, leader of Wisconsin Farm Unity Alliance, speaks at Benjamin Linder
Peace Tour meeting in Milwaukee. Adams described advances won by Nicaraguan

farmers because of the revolution.

waukee-Nicaragua Day.”

On July 27 Linder joined the Patrick
Cudahy workers, members of United Food
and Commercial Workers Local P-40, on
their strike picket line.

Further information about the Benjamin
Linder Peace Tour can be obtained through
the tour offices at 2025 I St. N.W., Suite
208A, Washington, D.C. 20006, (202)
331-7675.

Political rights are backed at rallies

BY FRED FELDMAN

“We need to tell Ronald Reagan, ‘The
civil rights movement is not dead, the
workers’ rights movement is not dead, and
we still have our rights,”” declared Al
Edden, business agent for Local 291 of the
Transport Workers Union. He was the con-
cluding speaker at a July 16 rally in Miami
to support the Political Rights Defense
Fund.

The PRDF publicizes and raises funds
for the expenses of the suit brought by the
Socialist Workers Party and Young
Socialist Alliance against illegal govern-
ment spying. The rally was held at the Hai-
tian Activities Center.

Local 291, with a membership that is
largely Black and Hispanic, is under attack
by the Dade County Commission, which
aims to place big sections of the local bus
system under private ownership and con-
trol. One objective of the move is to make
it possible to replace union workers with
low-paid, nonunion workers.

Rita Vega of the Association of Workers
of the Community, an organization of
Cuban-Americans that wants the U.S. gov-
ernment to normalize relations with Cuba,
also spoke. “We want the right to visit our
families,” she said. “We want the Cuban
government to be respected, and we don’t
want any wars — military or economic.”

Marty Anderson of the SWP reported on

the civil liberties victory won recently
when a federal appeals court in Atlanta or-
dered a Florida district judge to hear argu-
ments in the case of SWP v. State of
Florida. The party seeks an injunction bar-
ring the application of financial disclo-
sure laws to its election campaigns. The
U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that such
laws cannot be constitutionally applied to
the SWP because of the history of govern-
ment harassment and disruption against the
group.

Héctor Marroquin spoke at the meeting
in Miami, as well as to a gathering of 150
opponents of the military junta in Haiti. He
discussed the importance of his fight for
permanent residency rights in the United
States and described the government’s 10-
year effort to deport him because of his
socialist views.

A June 27 rally in Philadelphia spon-
sored by the PRDF denounced police infil-
tration and disruption of antiwar organiza-
tions here. Speakers included Dallas
Graham, vice-president of the Pennsyl-
vania Socal Services Union, and Lance
Rodgers, district chairman of Local 1472
of the Brotherhood of Railway and Airline
Clerks.

Rodgers hailed the August 1986 ruling
in the suit brought by the SWP and YSA
against the FBI, which held that the spying
on and disruption of the socialist groups

had been illegal. He said it was precedent-
setting and promised the continued support
of his local.

Norm Koemer, a representative of the
Committee in Solidarity with the People of
El Salvador (CISPES), described the
police operations against his organization.
The collection at the meeting exceeded
$1,700.

Speakers at a public meeting held in
Baltimore June 27 included George Lach
of the American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees in this
area.

A representative of the African National
Congress of South Africa denounced mea-
sures before Congress that would restrict
the movements of representatives of the
African National Congress, South West
Africa People’s Organisation of Namibia,
and shut down offices of the Palestine Lib-
eration Organization, PLO.

“It’s not only the SWP, but democratic
rights in general that are under attack,” said
Carl Snowden, a city councilman from An-
napolis, Maryland.

The rally capped a local drive in which
111 new PRDF sponsors were signed up
and $1,200 was raised.

This story is based on reporting by Alan
Gummerson, Bob Stanton, and Bob Quig-
ley.

Join the fight
for democratic rights . ..

Help the Political Rights Defense Fund protect the Bill of Rights. Support
the suit brought by the Socialist Workers Party and Young Socialist
Alliance aguinst government spying.

(0 Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution of: Name
$500 $100 $10 oher$ __  Aidress

[J I want to be a sponsor of the PRDF. City

O Smdmem copies of the federal judge’s decision  Sigte
against FBI spying and harassment ($1 each). Ohsianizi

[J Send me _____ copies of an 8-page tabloid contuining

the Justice Department’s attack on the decision. Reprints
government agencies’ statements claiming “right” to spy.

Send to: Political Rights Defense Fund, P.0. Box 649, Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 10003

Signature
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Haitian peasants organize fight for land

Murder, violence mark resistance by landlords and government

BY HARVEY McARTHUR

MILOT, Haiti — Last March 29 many

ants here went to the polls to vote
“yes” in a referendum on a new constitu-
tion that includes several provisions for
possible land reform.

A few hours after the polls closed,
members of the Milot Peasant Movement
(MPM) occupied about 170 acres of farm-
land — land stolen from them 20 years ago
under the Duvalier dictatorship.

“The constitution talks about land re-
form, but it’s up to the peasants to apply
it,” a leader of the MPM told the Milizant.
“If the state doesn’t give us land, it’s up to
us to take it.”

This reporter visited Milot, about 15
miles south of the northern city of Cap-
Haitien, for two days late in July. I met
with leaders and members of the MPM.

The MPM began to organize im-
mediately after dictator Jean-Claude
Duvalier fled Haiti Feb. 7, 1986. Five days
later the MPM carried out its first land oc-
cupation.

St. Cius Dély, a 53-year-old native of
Milot who is president of the MPM, told
me the organization now has between 600
and 700 members. So far the peasants have
taken back more than 210 acres and di-
vided the land into individual plots.
Women as well as men received land to
work.

Today the land is ours

“Before, we had nothing,” St.- Cius
explained. “No land and our children died
of hunger.

“Today the land is.ours. Look what we
get from it,” he said. He took me to a room
in the back of his house where corn was
piled up: “We can’t possibly eat all this,”
he said with a smile. “That means that
- “when we need money, we can sell some in
the market.”

The Milot peasants’ story is not unusual
in Haiti today. Similar movements, some-
times involving thousands of peasants over
a wide area, have developed in other parts
of the country.

The 170 acres the MPM occupied March
30 was land they had worked for decades,
growing food crops for subsistence and
sale. In 1968 Frangois Duvalier — father
of Jean-Claude — declared that the peas-
ants’ lands were property of the National

Bank. The bank in turn sold the land to a
Canadian agricultural development group
known as CRUDEM. This group run by
the Canadian-based religious order Fréres
du Sacre Coeur was ostensibly organized to
help the peasants.

However, St. Cius told us, CRUDEM
plowed under the peasants’ crops and
planted sugarcane, which they sold to the
U.S.-owned Welch sugar mill.

Milot peasants couldn’t even get jobs as
laborers on their former land. “They only
hired peasants from other zones,” St. Cius
said. “That way they could cheat them on
the wages more easily.”

Today, back in the hands of the peas-
ants, the occupied farmland is a flourishing
comfield. Overhead flies a small red and
blue Haitian flag, a symbol of the peasants’
determination and pride.

Haiti’s tropical climate allows for sev-
eral crops a year. Besides corn, the peas-
ants are planting potatoes, plantains,
beans, and manioc. They plan to use some
land for fruit trees. This makes them self-
sufficent in basic food, St. Cius said.

Landlords strike back

The peasants are meeting stiff resistance
from the landlords and the ruling military

junta. On March 30 and again on April 15,

army troops came to Milot to drive the
peasarits off their land once again.

_~"“The first time, they shot at us in the

fields but we wouldn’t leave,” St. Cius
said. “The second time, they shot up the
whole area. They killed three men and
wounded many more. Some are still in the
hospital and we are trying to get donations
to pay for their care.”

Despite the attacks, he said, the peasants
vowed they would never leave their land
again.

Most peasants we talked to liked the new
constitution and said that it gave them
greater confidence to take over and defend
their land. St. Cius, however, said he had
boycotted the constitution vote because the
charter was a “constitution for the
bourgeoisie and the army,” and because the
junta “would not abide by it anyway.”

St. Cius has long had a small plot of land
in the village and there he built his house.
Like others in the area, the house has a con-
crete floor and walls, and a tin roof. It has
six small rooms and a kitchen shed out

Puerto Rican activist in
maximum security prison

BY SELVA NEBBIA

An important campaign is currently
under way to demand the immediate re-
lease of Alejandrina Torres from the high-
security unit at the federal prison in
Lexington, Kentucky, and the shutting
down of that unit.

Torres, a Puerto Rican proindependence
activist, was convicted of seditious
conspiracy by a U.S. court in 1985. She
was sentenced to 35 years in prison.

The Lexington high-security unit was
opened in October 1986, and its first in-
mates were Torres and Susan Rosenberg, a
North American political activist. Two
other prisoners are now being held in this
facility too: Silvia Baraldini and Carol
Manning.

Since her arrest, Torres has been sub-
jected to mistreatment by prison officials.

Before her trial, she was held at the Met-
ropolitan Correctional Center in New York
City, where she was kept in an all-male
area with no privacy. There she was phys-
ically and sexually assaulted by a male
prison guard, who was also present when
she was strip searched. Later, she was seri-
ously injured by the same guard and as a re-
sult, lost the full use of her right arm for
more than a year.

The day Torres and Rosenberg were
moved into Lexington Prison, they were
subjected to searches of their vaginal and
rectal cavities. They are victims of constant
harassment and abuse, such as strip
searches every time they leave and return
to their cells. They are denied privacy:
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guards and video cameras are present at all
times. Their correspondence, family visits,
and recreational activities are severely re-
stricted.

The conditions Torres has been sub-
jected to have resulted in the serious de-
terioration of her health. She has developed
a heart ailment and has partially lost her
sight.

In addition, the women were required to
submit a list of 15 correspondents who
would be subject to investigation and the
approval of the Bureau of Prisons. They re-
fused to submit the list. Some 5,000 letters
of protest received by the bureau forced it
to back down on this rule.

An article in the current issue of The In-
surgent, newsletter of the Committee to
Fight Repression, reports that public pro-
tests have resulted in some improvements
in prison conditions.

Last March 8, in commemoration of In-
ternational Women’s Day, more than 350
people from around the country waged a
protest in front of the Lexington prison
against conditions there.

The National Committee to Free Puerto
Rican Prisoners of War, the Committee
Against Repression (CUCRE), and other
groups ape conducting a campaign to free
Torres 4and to shut down the Lexington
high-sécurity unit.

They are urging that letters of protest be
sent to: J. Michael Quinlan, Director of the
Bureau of Prisons, 320 First St. N.W.,
Washington, D.C., 20002.

July 29 march in Port-au-Prince for ouster of junta. Demonstrators carry placard
reading, “Solidarity with peasants of Jean Rabel.”
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back. It has electricity but no running
water.

Many of the houses had radios and
people were listening to the news on the
Catholic church network when we arrived.
St. Cius also has a horse, though he — like
most other peasants — usually worked the
land only with hand tools — mainly
machetes and hoes.

He said there were peasants much worse
off than him in the area — those without a
home or land to build on. Many still do not
have land to farm and struggle to survive as
sharecroppers or day laborers.

The MPM was discussing plans to oc-
cupy more than 60 acres of land owned by
a wealthy absentee landlord, he said.
“When the land is owned by one person,
he’s the one who benefits,” St. Cius told
us. “Now when it’s in the hands of all the
peasants, it benefits us all.”

One of his big concerns is education for
his children. There is no state school in the
area, and all the private church-run schools
charge money. St. Cius’ oldest three chil-
drew now go to school but the younger ones
wait at home *“‘until I can get more money,”
he said.

Bring back creole pigs

Another pressing problem is the lack of
creole pigs, he explained.

“Everyone used to have a creole pig and
raise piglets,” he said. “They could save
our lives. If you had an emergency and
needed money, you could always sell a
pig.” Today we saw no pigs at any of the
homes we visited.

The creole pigs were slaughtered on or-
ders of the government in the early 1980s,
when swine fever was reported in Haiti.
The program was planned by U.S. govern-
ment advisers, and peasants were supposed
to be paid so that they could replace the
pigs.

“They paid us $10 for three little piglets,
but it cost $12 for just one new piglet,” St.
Cius said. Furthermore, the imported pigs
were a new breed requiring special feeds,
medicine, and other care that few peasants
can afford.

The MPM has joined hundreds of
thousands of other peasants in demanding
that the government import and distribute
creole pigs.

While in Milot we attended a meeting of
the MPM. About 60 peasants, mostly men,
gathered at the edge of a shady country
road near their new cornfield. One blew
loudly on a conch shell while others visited
nearby houses to invite peasants to the
meeting.

One of the first questions raised was
when and if the military junta would go.
Peasants said that they feared more repres-
sion as long as it remained in power.

“The junta, the army, and the Macoutes
all kill peasants,” St. Cius told us. The
Macoutes, short for Tontons Macoutes, are
thugs who were organized and given police
powers by the Duvaliers. “The state should
help us, but instead it crushes us.”

MPM organizers told the peasants that
they should keep organizing as the only
way to “get rid of the whole system and es-
tablish a people’s government.”

Much of the meeting took up fears spur-
red by rumors that MPM leaders were com-
munists. It appeared from the discussion
that the peasants were not motivated by
hostility to communism, but by the knowl-
edge that charges of communism are used
today, as under the Duvalier dictatorship,
to justify murder and repression.

One of the MPM leaders spoke about the
rumor. What has happened since the fall of
Duvalier, he asked. “The small peasants
are organizing, we are taking back the
land. This worries the big landlords and the
bourgeoisie because they are losing their
power. Every time we speak of the land, of
education for our children, of a health
clinic, they say we are communists. But
the real question is do we have the land and
are we going to keep it. For that we have to
keep organizing more peasants.”

The peasants also discussed whether I
could take a picture of the group. They
eventually decided not to permit it, saying
that publication of a photo could invite re-
prisals by Macoutes or the government.

The peasants discussed the fact that four
members had sold their plots of land to
other peasants who already had land.

“We can’t allow this,” one said. “We
don’t want another bourgeoisie to start.”

“Anyone who sells should be expelled
and their land given away,” another said,
as many shouted, “Expel them.”

The leaders of the MPM proposed a
local march to demand creole pigs. The
date chosen was July 28, the anniversary of
the U.S. occupation and invasion of Haiti
in 1915.

One leader made a speech telling the
story of Charlemagne Péralte, who led a
peasant army against the U.S. occupiers
until he was killed in 1919.

The peasants also decided to send a dele-
gation to Jean Rabel to meet with peasants
there who had survived a massacre or-
ganized by local landlords and government
officials. '



Will India-Sri Lanka
pact end oppression
of Tamil people?

BY MALIK MIAH

Sri Lankan President Junius Jayewar-
dene and Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gan-
dhi signed a historic, if risky, agreement
July 29 aimed at ending a popular rebellion
by Sri Lanka’s oppressed Tamil minority.

The pact, if implemented, will grant
semiautonomous status to the areas where
most Tamils are concentrated, the northern
and eastern provinces of the island-state.
(Sri Lanka is on the southern tip of India
and is about the size of West Virginia.)

The accord calls on the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment to pull its troops back from re-
cently captured territory in the north and to
create a unified provincial government in
the northern and eastern provinces.

Overall, Tamils are 18 percent of the 16
million people in Sri Lanka. Sinhalese, the
largest ethnic group, are 75 percent, with
ethnic Muslims being 7 percent of the
population.

The Tamil militants, in turn, are to lay
down their arms and give up their fight for
an independent homeland — Tamil Eelam.

Elections to government posts in the new
provincial government are to be held this
year.

India has agreed to enforce this “peace
treaty.”

The Sri Lankan parliament still must ap-
prove the accord. If it is rejected, Jayewar-
dene pledges to call new elections.

Indian troops move in

On July 30, at the request of Jayewar-
dene, the first of 5,000 to 6,000 Indian
troops landed in northern Sri Lanka. Indian
planes transported Sri Lankan troops to the
south and began enforcing the pact. Two
Indian navy frigates docked off Colombo,
the capital of Sri Lanka. According to
India’s army commander, if the weapons
of the armed Tamil groups are not turned in
voluntarily, “my charter is, yes, to go and
look for them.”

Jayewardene has also requested military
aid from the governments of the United
States, Britain, China, and Pakistan. The
U.S. State Department says Washington is
ready to provide logistical support, includ-
ing helicopters and troop transports, to help
enforce the treaty.

The response by anti-Tamil forces was
quick. “Jayewardene the dictator is going
against our whole country,” said a Bud-
dhist monk protesting the pact. “We can’t
trust Gandhi. This is not Jayewardene’s
land to give away.”

A majority of Sinhalese are Buddhists,
while most Tamils are Hindus. The clergy
have been the most adamant against grant-
ing “concessions” to Tamils.

“Hundreds of buses, government vehi-
cles and buildings have been burned in
mob violence that has left parts of Co-
lombo looking like battle zones,” Wash-
ington Post correspondent Richard Wein-
traub reported August 2. “The govemrn-
ment’s hold in the southern.part of the
country seems tenuous.”

The government reports some 60 deaths

Nicaraguan baseball team
to play in Indianapolis

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. — The Nicara-
gua national baseball team will participate
in the 1987 Pan American games here.

It will play against teams from the Antil-
les, Canada, Venezuela, Puerto Rico,
Cuba, Aruba, and the United States, begin-
ning August 10.

The Indiana—Rio San Juan Sister State
Project is urging supporters of Nicaragua to
attend the games to help advance Nicara-
gua’s goal of “peace with all of their neigh-
bors in the hemisphere.”

Indiana peace groups will host several
hospitality and solidarity events that will
offer the opportunity to meet Nicaraguan
athletes, team officials, and diplomats.

Baseball tickets range from $3 up and a
network of local residents are assisting
with budget housing accommodations.

For information call the Indianapolis
Peace Center, (317) 924-1553.

so far. It claims the banned Sinhalese
chauvinist group the People’s Liberation
Front is behind the violence. The govern-
ment has placed virtually the entire country
under an army-enforced curfew and cen-
sorship.

However, opponents of the pact include
the Buddhist clergy as well as prominent
government figures, such as Prime Minis-
ter Ranasinghe Premadasa and National
Security Minister Lalith Athulathmudali.

Response of militant groups

The most important guerrilla organiza-
tion, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), initially opposed the agreement,
as did others, calling the pact a betrayal of
Tamil rights.

The LTTE’s main leader, Vellupillai
Prabakaran, went to New Delhi, India’s
capital, for discussions before Gandhi flew
to Colombo to sign the accord. “Only when
I arrived in New Delhi did I learn about the
accord,” Prabakaran later told a rally in
Jaffna. “The Indian government said,
‘Whether you accept it or not, we are going
to sign this accord.””

Prabakaran’s main objection, according
to press accounts, was the demand that the
militants surrender, including giving up
their arms. He also rejected the pact’s call
for a referendum to decide if the old eastern
province should remain in the new prov-
ince. The referendum is scheduled to take
place in one year. Prabakaran favors a five-
year wait.

(The proposal for a referendum is based
on the fact that the three major ethnic
groups are equally divided among the east-
ern province’s population. However, the
Muslims, like Tamils, are Tamil-speaking
and of the same socio-economic back-
ground — mainly poor farmers and fisher-
men.)

On August 2 Prabakaran decided to back
the pact, including the guerrillas giving up
their arms. He was flown on an Indian
plane to Jaffna from New Delhi, where it
was reported he had been staying under
heavy guard in a hotel. Some said he was in
virtual detention.

After arriving in Jaffna to consult with
other LTTE leaders, Prabakaran delayed
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ﬁuggle of Tamil people in Sri Lanka against denial of basic rights t‘o govern-
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ment to sign pact with India and pull back troops. Now Indian military is attempting
to collect arms of Tamil fighters such as these.

the surrendering of arms.

But on August 4, Prabakaran told a rally
in Jaffna that his men would surrender their
arms. “If we do not hand over our
weapons,” he said, “there will be a con-
frontation between the Indian army and us.
We have no choice. We have to toe the line
of the Indian government. The mode of our
struggle may change, but we will still be
fighting for Tamil Eelam.”

Behind India’s intervention

The ultimate refusal of the Sri Lankan
government to end the second-class status
of Tamils, including recognition of their
national rights, as well as the government’s
failure to militarily defeat the Tamil mili-
tants, is the root cause of the Indian gov-
ernment’s intervention.

The Indian government was concerned
about the Jayewardene government’s
closer political ties with Washington and
with the military rulers of arch-rival Pakis-
tan. Moreover, New Delhi was publicly
opposed to the breakup of Sri Lanka and
openly rejected the Tamil militants’ de-
mand for an independent homeland. It
feared the situation was getting out of
hand.

In addition, over the last four years, at
least 6,000 people, mostly Tamil, have
died. Tens of thousands more have fled the
island.

The country’s economy is in crisis. The
military is taking more and more of the
budget as export earnings decline.

Jayewardene’s move to request Indian
troops was a bold one — and an abrupt pol-
icy shift. It is a recognition of India’s do-
minant role in the region.

At the same time, sending troops to Sri
Lanka is pregnant with dangers for Gandhi.
Although Gandhi’s opposition at home has
generally praised his move, especially in
south India where more than 50 million In-
dian Tamils live in the state of Tamil Nadu,
there is no guarantee that the “peace pact”
will work, This could deepen the ruling
Congress Party’s own internal crisis.

In fact, for Gandhi and Jayewardene the
best hope for success is the fact that most
Sinhala and Tamil people are war-weary.
As one Sinhala shop owner said of the ac-
cord, “What does it matter, a little land? At
least our boys won’t be killed. There will
be peace.”

Unanswered questions remain

Many unanswered questions remain to
be settled.

Will the militants be pardoned? Will
Prabakaran be given a government post?
Who will oversee the provincial elections?
Will all political prisoners be freed? Will
Indian Tamils (some 6 percent of Tamils)
be granted their full citizenship and voting
rights? Will the Tamil language become an
official language along with Sinhala?

Moreover, how long will Indian troops
remain on Sri Lankan soil? Will Sri
Lanka’s national sovereignty be in
jeopardy as Sinhalese chauvinists charge?

Reagan move targets abortion rights

BY MARGARET JAYKO

When Reagan took office, he pledged to
do everything in his power to roll back
women’s right to legal abortion. While the
administration hasn’t been successful in
turning back the clock to the days when
thousands of women died at the hands of
back-alley abortionists, with millions more
forced to carry unwanted pregnancies to
term, it hasn’t been for lack of trying.

And the White House has no intention of
slacking off from its political assault on the
right of women to control their own bodies.
That’s the meaning of Reagan’s July 30 an-
nouncement, delivered to a cheering crowd
of right-wing foes of abortion rights, of a
proposed new set of regulations that would
severely limit the ability of family-plan-
ning clinics that get federal funds to either
counsel clients about abortions or provide
abortion services. The main victims of
these restrictions would be working-class
and young women.

The guidelines were denounced as ille-
gal by abortion rights supporters. The
editors of the New York Times, Washington
Post, and other big-business dailies have
criticized them.

“We believe this is an outrageous assault
on the women of this country and specific-
ally the poor women and the young women
of this country whom this program is de-
signed to serve,” said Faye Wattleton,
president of Planned Parenthood Federa-
tion of America.

Planned Parenthood, which operates 769
clinics in the United States and receives
about $30 million in federal funds each
year, will be hard hit if the regulations

pass. The National Family Planning and
Reproductive Health Association and
Planned Parenthood have announced they
will file a lawsuit to block the proposals.

This latest battleground over access to
abortion is the federal Family Planning
Program, which began in 1970. Under this
law, Washington makes financial grants to
local health departments, hospitals, and
private organizations to operate clinics that
provide information on contraception and
birth control.

The bill included a provision forbidding
use of the federal funds for the perfor-
mance or advocacy of abortion. This was at
a time when restrictive state antiabortion
laws were beginning to be reformed under
the impact of the growing demand for the
repeal of all abortion laws. The law did not
prohibit organizations that received federal
funds, however, from using other sources
of income to do abortion-related work.

In 1986 about 4.3 million women — 3.7
million of them officially classified as poor
— received services at 4,500 federally
funded clinics. About one-third of the pa-
tients are adolescents.

Under the proposed new regulations,
clinics that receive federal funds could not
counsel clients about abortions. An edito-
rial in the July 31 New York Newsday
termed this “a cruel attempt to deny access
to a legal medical procedure.”

Other changes Reagan is proposing are:
® Family planning clinics that receive
federal money would have to be physically
separated from clinics that perform abor-
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tions. This would result in less availability
of abortion clinics.

@ Clinics could not tell pregnant clients
that abortion is a possible alternative to car-
rying their pregnancy to term.

® Surgeon General Everett Koop was
directed to develop a report on the effects
of abortion that would serve the adminis-
tration’s argument that access to abortion
hurts, rather than helps, women. “Growing
numbers of women who’ve had abortions
now say they have been misled by inaccu-
rate information,” claimed Reagan in
motivating this proposal.

The final wording of the rules are slated
to be published in the Federal Register
within the next month. They are then open
for public comment before becoming final.

This move against the clinics is of a
piece with Reagan’s nomination of Robert
Bork to the Supreme Court, an ideological
right-winger who calls the 1973 Supreme
Court decision legalizing abortion a case of
“judicial imperialism.”

This puts a premium on all supporters of
women’s rights loudly answering the reac-
tionary barrage of antiabortion propaganda
emanating from Washington.

Barricada Intemacional, the weekly
official voice of the Sandinista National
Liberation Front, is available in Spanish
and English. The price is 6 months for
$12.

Send check or money order to:
Barricada Internacional
Apdo. No. 4461
Managua, Nicaragua
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Plainview, Texas, meat-packers buy 196 ‘Militant’s

BY KATY KARLIN
PLAINVIEW, Texas — The
Excel meat-packing plant here in
the Texas panhandle, 50-miles
north of Lubbock, employs 1,200
meat-packers working two shifts.
A Militant sales team on July 27

Food and Commercial Workers
(UFCW) Local 540, were facing a
July 30 recertification election to
choose between the UFCW and
the North American Meat Packers
Union (NAMPU).

The majority of workers here

SELLING OUR PRESS
AT THE PLANT GATE

and 28 sold 196 Militants and 28
Perspectiva Mundials at the Excel
gate during the morning and after-
noon shift changes.

The meat-packers, who have
been represented by the United

are Chicano or Mexican immi-
grants. Most are bilingual. Many
Blacks work here too, and because
of the constant turnover at the
plant, there is a large number of
young workers. A few women

also work in the plant.

With the starting base pay of $6
per hour, Excel is considered one
of the best jobs in the Plainview
area. But we found in discussions
that the workers are angry about
concessions they’ve made in the
past few years and are searching
for a way to fight the company.

There was particular interest
here in the Militant’s analysis of
the Oliver North testimony and the
paper’s coverage of Washington’s
mercenary war against Nicaragua,
the battle of coal miners in Col-
orado, and the drug-testing of rail
workers.

Jessie Muioz, a fired Excel
worker who is now active in or-

ganizing NAMPU, said he liked
“a lot of what the paper said.” He
was particularly interested in the
Militant’s article on the harass-
ment of Salvadoran solidarity ac-
tivists in Los Angeles.

QOur first sale was at the 6 a.m.
shift change where we sold 72
Militants. We found people eager
to discuss their situation at work.

That afternoon we sold to the
incoming shift. Some people com-
ing out of the plant had heard
about the paper during the day and
bought copies. A middle-aged
man in a cowboy hat came out of
the plant late in the shift change
and said, “I hope you saved one of
those papers for me. I need that.”

We sold him the last of our Mili-
tants.

The following morning we re-
turned only with copies of the
Spanish-language monthly mag-
azine Perspectiva Mundial. With
these more prominently displayed
we were able to reach more of the
workers who spoke only Spanish.
They were interested in what PM
covered, especially an article on
the victory in the Watsonville,
California, cannery workers’
strike.

We handed subscription blanks
to the many workers who told us
they had already bought a paper.
Several workers were carrying the
Militant in their car.

Why working people oppose Bork court nomination

BY FRED FELDMAN

President Reagan’s nomination of fed-
eral Judge Robert Bork to the U.S. Su-
preme Court was the subject of an article I
wrote that appeared in the July 17 issue of
the Militant.

I think that article was in error in some
respects. The main mistake was the impli-
cation that the placing of an ultrareactionary
like Bork on the Supreme Court was a mat-
ter of little legitimate concern to working
people.

But it’s clear that working people have a
real interest in opposing the Bork nomina-
tion. Similarly, they should oppose any
move by the Reagan administration to
place Bork on the court while the Senate is
in recess. Republican Senate minority
leader Robert Dole suggested July 27 that
the White House might make such a move
if Senate confirmation of Bork-was de-
layed.

For many years, Bork has campaigned
— in speeches, articles and court rulings
— for a view of the Constitution that aims
to reverse the democratic rights working
people have won over the last three de-
cades and more and that have been codified
by Supreme Court rulings.

Socialists wind up
successful summer

renewal campaign
for ‘Militant,’ ‘PM’

BY JIM WHITE

This is the final report on the Militant’s
seven-week summer campaign to convince
readers to renew their subscriptions.

When we return from our break in two
weeks, we'll be reporting on plans for our
fall drive to win thousands of new sub-
scribers.

In the last seven weeks, 281 subscribers
have renewed. Some 129 people who
bought a 12-week introductory subscrip-
tion during the spring have decided to keep
reading the Militant. The figures are not
complete enough to compare to the renewal
drive we carried out in the winter, but there
is one very encouraging trend. More than
60 percent of these 129 readers have ex-
tended their subscriptions for six months or
longer — a total of 78. In the winter drive,
our final figure for this category was just
over 40 percent.

Winning long-term readers is exactly
what we have been aiming for in the two
large subscription campaigns and two re-
newal drives we have run in the last year.
Over the last year, our long-term reader-
ship has increased by 80 percent.

In another way we have not done as well
as in the last renewal drive. Our 40-per-
week rate is lower than the 50 per week we
averaged in the winter.

However, there are still some 3,000 new
Militant subscribers who are down to their
last six issues. To the extent that supporters
of the paper in cities all over the country
can organize to get in touch with these
readers during the first few weeks of the
fall subscription campaign, we will gain
more long-term subscribers. This can both
help boost the fall drive and advance our
main goal of building up our long-term
subscription base.
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Bork has denounced Roe v. Wade, the
1973 decision recognizing the right to
abortion, as an “unconstitutional decision”
and “judicial usurpation of state legislative
authority.” Overruling Roe v. Wade would
legally empower states to attempt once
again to make abortion a crime or impose
other restrictions on it.

Bork justifies this stand by claiming that
there is no such thing as a right of privacy,
the grounds on which the court had ruled
that the government cannot interfere with a
woman’s right to decide the question of
abortion for herself.

On similar grounds, he rejects any con-
stitutional right of gay people to protection
against discrimination and persecution for
their sexual activities.

Free speech

Bork has called for reversing a long line
of court rulings that set some limits on the
government’s authority to suppress views
it disagrees with. Bork claims that the First
Amendment to the Constitution, which
explicitly bars Congress from restricting
free speech rights, applies only to what he
calls “explicitly political speech.”

He has argued that legislatures may bar
revolutionary ideas, calls for civil dis-
obedience, or scientific or literary works
they disagree with. According to Bork,
these are not protected by the Constitution
as they do not constitute legitimate “politi-
cal speech.”

Bork has denounced court decisions es-
tablishing the principle of “one man, one
vote” and barring poll taxes — decisions
that were important consequences of the
civil rights struggle in which Blacks in the

~ South won the right to vote. He also de-
nounced the 1964 Civil Rights Act barring
discrimination in public accommodations
as concessions to a “mob coercing and dis-
turbing other private individuals” — his
description of the civil rights movement
that abolished such segregation.

Bork has called for reversing court deci-
sions barring enforcement of racist provi-
sions in housing contracts that bar resale to
Blacks, Jews, or others.

And he has consistently ruled in favor of
prosecutors and against defendants —
whom he readily labels “criminals.” He fa-
vors reversing or further weakening limits
on the use of illegally obtained evidence in
court cases. He has voiced opposition to
court actions restricting or barring the use
of capital punishment.

‘Original intent’

Bork justifies his call for the overtum of
rights won in decades of struggle by work-
ing people by saying these rights were not
“actually intended” to be included by those
who drafted the U.S. Constitution in 1787
or by the “framers” of subsequent amend-
ments.

While he claims to regard the main body
of the Constitution as sacrosanct, he dis-
misses the Bill of Rights as a “hastily
drafted document upon which little thought
was expended.” Bork similarly criticized
the framers of the Fourteenth Amendment,
adopted after the U.S. Civil War, which
barred the states from violating constitu-
tionally protected rights.

Of course, Bork’s views have nothing to
do with the real or imagined “original in-
tent” of the “framers.” This is simply a de-
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magogic cover for the antidemocratic polit-
ical agenda of the extreme right wing.

President Reagan appointed Bork to the
court in the wake of a series of setbacks to
his administration that hit his extreme
right-wing supporters especially hard. The
revelations about the Iran-contra arms
deals forced many of these ultrarightists
out of their positions on the National Secu-
rity Council and elsewhere in the govern-
ment.

Supreme Court decisions in the last few
years upholding affirmative action pro-
grams and abortion rights registered the
fact that the administration had failed to
make headway in reversing these gains
won as a result of the victories of the civil
rights movement.

Attempt to bolster rightists

By appointing a vocal ultrarightist to the
court, Reagan attempted to help the right-
ists take the offensive and to try to
legitimize their claims that the democratic
gains of the 1960s and 1970s were outrages
against the Constitution.

The rightists have responded with an en-
thusiastic campaign in support of Bork. As
I noted in the previous article, Daniel
Popeo of the rightist Washington Legal

Foundation crowed, “We have the oppor-
tunity now to roll back 30 years of social
and political activism by the Supreme
Court.”

Popeo and others are miscalculating.
They make the mistake of assuming that
the elimination of legal segregation, the
winning of women’s right to abortion, and
the maintenance of democratic rights such
as the separation of church and state were
gifts from liberal courts that can be over-
turned by putting rightists like Bork on the
bench.

As I pointed out in my previous article,
and as most working people know, “The
court cannot roll back the fundamental
gains won by working people in the last 30
years.

“Laws and court rulings reflect the class
relationship of forces — the outcome of
battles fought on the streets, picket lines,
and elsewhere. An attempt by the rulers
today to sweep away affirmative action,
abortion rights, or other conquests would
spark massive battles with huge political
risks for the rulers.”

The wide and justified opposition among
working people to the nomination of an a-
vowed foe of their rights like Bork to the
high court is a reflection of this fact.

Participants in Havana Biennial
discuss art and revolution

Juan Sanchez and Eva Cockcroft spoke at a July 31 Militant Labor Forum in
New York City about their participation in the Second Havana Biennial, a
showcase for Third World art. Held in Cuba in December 1986, the biennial
drew participants from 58 countries. Sanchez, a Puerto Rican living in New
York, had some of his paintings exhibited in Havana. Cockcroft, a muralist and
art critic, was the curator of an exhibit of the works of 59 U.S. artists in
Havana. She showed the 90 people in the forum audience slides of some of the
art works presented in Havana. Mike Alewitz, director of the Pathfinder mural
project and another participant in the Havana biennial, also spoke.
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Union representation
election held at
Texas packing plant

BY BERNIE SENTER

PLAINVIEW, Texas — Workers at the
Excel meat-packing plant here voted July
30 to retain the United Food and Commer-
cial Workers union as their bargaining rep-
resentative.

The North American Meat Packers
Union (NAMPU) challenged the United
Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW)
in the election. The vote was 496 to 347.
Twenty- nine workers voted for no union.

Located in the Texas panhandle, the
Excel plant employs 1,200 meat-packers.
They slaughter and process nearly a million
head of cattle a year. Excel is owned by
Cargill Inc., one of the world’s largest
grain-trading monopolies.

UFCW Local 540, which represents the
Plainview workers, is an amalgamated
local based in Dallas, which is 400 miles
from Plainview. NAMPU was formed by
former members of UFCW Local P-9 who
participated in the strike at the Hormel
plant in Austin, Minnesota, in 1985-1986.

Workers at Excel here feel the need for a
strong union. The company has imposed
concession contracts on them, cutting start-
ing wages to $6 an hour. The top pay scale
after two years is $8.40 an hour.

Excel subjects its workers to a murder-
ous line speed resulting in a high injury
rate. Many workers are routinely fired or
disciplined. Similar conditions have pro-
voked numerous other meat-packers’
struggles in the past few years.

There is substantial disgruntlement in
the plant over how UFCW officials have
responded to the attacks.

“You never see the union representa-
tive,” one Excel worker complained. “We
have nothing to show for our union dues.
There has been no communication and bad
representation from the UFCW.”

The NAMPU organizing drive began
late last year. Jessie Muiioz, formerly the
UFCW chief steward, spearheaded the ef-
fort.

Fired unionists win
reinstatement at
Nebraska packinghouse

BY CHRIS HOEPPNER

OMAHA, Neb. — Meat-packers in Fre-
mont, Nebraska, won a victory July 22
when Geo. A. Hormel & Co. was forced to
reinstate 23 of the 24 unionists it had fired
there in January 1986.

United Food and Commercial Workers
(UFCW) Local 22 members were vic-
timized for honoring roving pickets set up
at Hormel’s Fremont meat-packing plant
by unionists on strike at the company’s
Austin, Minnesota, plant.

Eleven of the 23 exercised their right to
return to work. Two others are ill but will
be returning soon. The reinstated workers
have their full seniority rights intact.

“It has been hard going back in and fac-
ing company harassment,” Sherman Thur-
low explained.

“They placed us on the extra gang, not
our regular jobs, and they gave us all a
warning letter. But, we'll fight it,” Thur-
low added. “It was our legal right to honor
that picket line.”

Bob Langemeier, one of the 24 who
honored the picket line, was the only one
not called back. Hormel has been trying to
fire Langemeier, a leader who built support
in Fremont for the Austin strike. A Na-
tional Labor Relations Board arbitrator,
however, recently ordered Langemeier put
back on the plant’s recall list, which would
make him eligible for immediate reinstate-
ment. Hormel is contesting the ruling.

“The recall is a temrific victory,”
Langemeier said, “because the workers got
back in the plant. The company said we’d
never get back in.”

Meanwhile, workers from Hormel's
plant in Ottumwa, Iowa, are beginning to
transfer to Fremont. Hormel says the Ot-
tumwa facility will be permanently closed
August 26.

On January 14 this year, Muifioz and 31
other workers were fired. Some of the fired
workers began circulating a petition calling
for a recertification election. Seven
hundred workers signed the petition.

Both UFCW and NAMPU sent numer-
ous representatives to Plainview to talk to
workers, distribute flyers, and organize
meetings.

NAMPU and UFCW flyers

The literature distributed by both unions
focused on the so-called “inadequacies” of
the other union. Nothing distributed by
either side discussed the company’s attacks
or related those attacks to the broader na-
tional fight of meat-packers.

One NAMPU flyer was titled,
“UFCW—‘The strike happy’ unmion.” It
says, “The UFCW now has over 6,000
meat-packers ‘on the pavement’ while
scabs are doing their job. These include
workers at Patrick Cudahy in Cudahy,
Wisconsin; John Morrell & Co. in Sioux
City, lowa, and Sioux Falls, South Dakota;
and IBP in Dakota City, Nebraska. This
does not include the hundreds of workers
abandoned by UFCW failures in countless
other communities.”

UFCW leaflets, on the other hand, em-
phasized, “NAMPU isn’t worth the risk.”

“You now have your insurance, wages
and benefits guaranteed in your UFCW
union contract. NAMPU is asking you to
risk your UFCW guarantees. But all they
have given you is cheap promises and
fancy, misleading words. Protect yourself
and your family against their phony pie-in-
the-sky promises.”

* Militant/Katy Karlin

Nearly a million cattle a year are slaughtered at Excel plant in Plainview, Texas.
Company speedup of cut-and-kill operations has caused high injury rate among

workers.

On July 8 workers at the Excel plant in
Friona, Texas, voted to accept a new
UFCW contract. Friona is 60 miles north-
west of Plainview. Some 900 workers are
employed there.

The new contract provides for an im-
mediate wage increase of 20 cents an hour.
Some workers at Friona were upset at how
the UFCW contract was ratified.

The union took two to three workers off
the production line at a time. They were es-
corted to a room occupied by a half dozen
UFCW officials who explained the con-
tract provisions to them for a couple of
minutes and then told them to vote. No
general union meeting was held to discuss
the contract. NAMPU has submitted 420
signatures to decertify the UFCW at
Friona. No date for an election has been
set.

Workers’ response

Of scores of workers interviewed in the
days leading up to the Plainview election,
the overwhelming majority didn’t know
who they would support.

“Whatever the outcome, hopefully this
will make the UFCW stand up and take
notice,” one worker said.

Sylvia, a NAMPU supporter who has
worked in the plant seven years, said, “No
matter which union wins the election, in a
sense, we have already won. Now the com-
pany knows they can’t walk all over us.”

Now, with the recertification election
behind them, the Plainview workers are
thinking about how to strengthen them-
selves for the pending contract fight. The
UFCW contract with Excel in Plainview
expires August 14,

Union member Santos Martinez said,
“Ain’t nothing going to change overnight.
We've proved a point through this election,
though, about how we need a strong
union.”

“Hopefully,” he said, “Excel workers
will be able to stand united in the face of
continued company abuse and brutality.”

Bernie Senter is a meat-packer at Sunland
Beef in Phoenix, Arizona, and a member of
UFCW Local 99R.

Large rally backs Maine paper workers

BY AARON RUBY

JAY, Maine — “Scabs out, union in”
was the chant heard here August 1 as 8,700
participated in a march and rally in support
of unionists on strike at International Paper
Co.’s mill.

Strikers and their families were joined
by workers from all over New England,
and many different unions were represent-
ed in the largest labor demonstration in re-
cent history in Maine.

Members of United Paperworkers Inter-
national Union (UPIU) Local 14 went on
strike June 16. The company is trying to
gut seniority and combine jobs.

UPIU members are also on strike at In-

Trusteeship lifted
at Minn. Hormel plant

Top officials of the United Food and
Commercial Workers union (UFCW) lifted
their trusteeship over the meat-packers’
local at the Austin, Minnesota, Geo. A.
Hormel & Co. plant on July 16.

UFCW Local P-9 was put in trusteeship
in May last year when union members re-
fused to heed the officials’ demand to call
off their militant strike at Hormel’s flag-
ship plant. As part of imposing the trus-
teeship, the UFCW tops removed P-9’s
elected officers and seized control of the
Austin Labor Temple where P-9 was head-
quartered.

The strike ended in September 1986
when the officials negotiated a sweetheart
settlement with Hormel. The pact excluded
more than 800 of the former strikers from
getting their jobs back. Instead the union-
ists were placed on a “preferential recall”
list. To date, none have been called back.

Before lifting the trusteeship, the offi-
cials had the name of the union changed
from Local P-9 to Local 9.

UFCW locals at meat-packing plants
have traditionally had a “P” in front of their
number. Packinghouse unions were incor-
porated into the UFCW through a succes-
sion of mergers.

John Anker was elected president of
Local 9 on July 15.

ternational Paper IP plants in Lock Haven,
Pennsylvania, and De Pere, Wisconsin.
Workers at the Mobile, Alabama, IP plant
have been locked out by the company.

IP has hired BE&K, a well-known
strikebreaker, for the Jay mill. Some 250
professional BE&K scabs are currently
being housed within the plant to avoid
pickets. The company has also hired other
replacements and now claims more than
600 people are working.

Local 14 has stated no settlement will be
made until all the strikers have their jobs
back. ‘

IP has obtained an injunction that limits
the number of pickets to 30. One striker
said, “They want to do to us what they’ve
done in the Philippines, drive us all the
way down.”

After receiving notice that he would lose
his job if he did not return to work, Tim
Hiscock broke ranks and crossed the picket
line. He was paraded on local television
and in the papers as an example of a de-
moralized striker. After only five days

Strong support for

BY TONY PRINCE

DE PERE, Wis. — Unionists have been
on strike at International Paper’s Nicolet
subsidiary here since June. The 370 paper-
workers are fighting the company’s at-
tempt to eliminate premium pay for Sun-
days and holidays.

Tom Burke, a member of United Paper-
workers International Union Local 6288,
explained that the unionists work seven
days, then have four days off followed by
rotations of seven on, two off, and seven
on, one off. “I work 39 out of 52 weekends
in the year,” Burke said. “The company’s
proposal could cost me $3,500 to $4,000 in
a year.”

The strikers are holding membership
meetings every Wednesday. Spouses at-
tend the meetings. Picket captain Jim Mad-
dix explained that the local also has twice-
weekly rallies.

There are a number of paper mills in this
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back at work, Hiscock and several others,
angered over safety conditions, walked out
of the plant again and asked to be readmit-
ted to the union.

The 30 Local 14 members who are still
working are referred to as “super scabs.”
But several workers expressed hope that
they will win them back to the union.

At the entrance to the rally, a picket sign
read, “As Jay goes, so goes the nation.”

In 1986, in nearby Rumford, some 350
workers lost their jobs when their 11-week
strike at the Boise Cascade paper mill was
defeated. Local 14 members are quick to
point out that they are not as isolated as the
workers at Boise-Cascade were.

Nationally, the paperworkers’ union is
levying a $10 assessment on all union
members to aid the strikers.

Local 14 members say their strike is also
stronger because it is coming at a time of
increased labor resistance and fightback.

“There is a time to die and a time to be
born,” a Local 14 striker told the crowd.
“This is the moment for a new labor move-
ment to be born,” he said to loud applause.

Wis. paper strike

area, and unionists in Green Bay and other
nearby cities are backing the strike.

Workers at the James River mill are
donating $1 a week per member to the
strike. Workers at Consolidated Paper are
each contributing $5 a month. On Wednes-
days, unionists from other locals join pick-
et lines outside the International’s Nicolet
plant.

Two thousand Green Bay-area union-
ists attended a July 5 picnic for the strikers.

The company has brought in 170 scabs.
Only four union members have crossed the
picket line.

Several weeks ago, a thousand unionists

blocked streets near the plant for several
hours, temporarily keeping the scabs out.

Tony Prince is a member of Amalgamated

Clothing and Textile Workers Union Local
64 in Milwaukee.
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Latin American and
Caribbean unions call
protest against debt

The following is the text of the final dec-
laration adopted at the May 18-21 Latin
American and Caribbean Trade Union
Conference on the Foreign Debt. It is
known as the Campinas Declaration, after
the industrial suburb of Siao Paulo, Brazil,
where the conference was held.

Conference participants represented 56
trade union organizations, with a combined
membership of 135 million workers in 25
countries of Latin America and the Carib-
bean, including Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia,
Cuba, Colombia, Panama, Nicaragua, and
the Dominican Republic.

This conference was one of a series of
trade-union conferences on the foreign
debt in the past couple of years. Like a
similar conference held in Havana in July
1985, it has issued a call for a continental
day of action against the foreign debt, set
for this October 15. On the previous such
day of action, Oct. 23, 1985, union-spon-
sored demonstrations, strikes, meetings,
and other actions were held throughout
Latin America and the Caribbean.

The Provisional Coordinating Commit-
tee mentioned at the end of the declaration
is composed of the United Workers Feder-
ation (CUT) and General Confederation of
Workers (CGT) of Brazil, the Interunion
Workers Assembly/National Workers Con-
vention (PIT/CNT) of Uruguay, the Boli-
vian Workers Federation (COB), the
United Federation of Workers (CUT) of
Colombia, the Authentic Federation of In-
dependent Workers (CATI) of Panama,
and the General Workers Federation
(CGT) of the Dominican Republic. In addi-
tion, each of three regional union group-
ings — the Latin American Workers Federa-
tion (CLAT), Permanent Congress of
Trade-Union Unity of the Latin American
Workers (CPUSTAL), and the Inter-Amer-
ican Regional Workers Organization
(ORIT) — are to nominate a member fed-
eration to be represented on the committee.

The text of this declaration has been
taken from a compilation of documents of
the conference, published in Sdo Paulo.
Subheads are by the Militant.

* * *

We, the representatives of 56 trade
union federations and trade unions of 25
countries in Latin America and the Carib-
bean, meeting from May 18-21, 1987, in
Campinas, in the state of Sao Paulo,
Brazil, agree to address all the workers and
broad sectors of the people, all social polit-
ical organizations, with the following dec-
laration:

The consequences of the gigantic for-
eign debt for the working class and the
peoples of our continent — the $382 billion
of the $1 trillion of Third World countries’
foreign debt — are expressed in the harsh
reality of the living and working condi-
tions, health, and education of the large
majorities of the people.

In 1985, 150 million Latin American
and Caribbean people lived. below the ab-
solute poverty line, on a monthly income
of less than $40. Policies of recession in
Latin American have thrust great masses of
workers into unemployment. This has
created an army of unemployed and under-
" employed, in 1980 estimated to be approx-
imately 34 million people, i.e. 30 percent
of the working-age population.

In five years (1982-86) the Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean countries made a net
transfer of resources worth $132 billion,
i.e. this amount represented payments
greater than the loans and investments re-
ceived. The banks and the IMF [Interna-
tional Monetary Fund] have turned Latin
America, an impoverished region, into an
exporter of capital to the “rich” countries.

Between 1975 and 1986, the total for-
eign debt of Latin America and the Carib-
bean grew 400 percent, going from $75 bil-
lion to $382 billion.

Such an intense appropriation of re-
sources by banking methods alone is un-
known in the recorded history of financial
capital.

A decisive factor in the exaggerated
growth of the foreign debt was the abrupt,
criminal rise in interest rates. In 1981 some
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countries paid over 21 percent interest, i.e.
several times the rate applied when the loan
was contracted. By financing the U.S. gov-
ermnment budgetary deficit, its enormous
military spending with the riches generated
all over the world, this policy of U.S. im-
perialism has caused unbearable increases
in the foreign debt.

Unequal trade relations

At the same time, the looting and de-
spoiling — a result of unequal trade — is
obvious in the 20 percent drop in the re-
gion’s trade terms between 1981 and 1986
and is worsened by a massive flight of cap-
ital. The gigantic increase in the debt is
exacerbated by the deterioriation of the
situation.

Therefore, the struggle against the
calamity of foreign debt is closely tied to
the struggle against unequal trade and eco-
nomic relations, against the domination of
big monopolies and transnational banks
(export subsidies and dumping policies,
etc.), for the achievement of a new interna-
tional economic order which would over-
come the present conditions of domination
and exploitation. This struggle must create
the conditions for achieving Latin Ameri-
can integration, the great aspiration of our
peoples.

The IMF’s requirements and recipes,
based on reduction of consumption and
employment, are accompanied by drastic
cuts in social spending and education, by
the privatization of state firms, and by the
reduction of public investment, the remain-
der being used to strengthen foreign domi-
nation, thus provoking a legitimate popular
reaction in defense of elementary rights.
The IMF policies of hunger and recessive
readjustment have led to strikes, demon-
strations, and, in some cases, to real upris-
ings.

The creditors” most recent idea for ex-
tracting payment of the debt is its capital-
ization. They want to convert it into invest-
ments, implying the expropriation of our
factories, mines, and land, in a process of
growing denationalization and alienation
of the national patrimony. We reject this
procedure, as it brings with it the loss of
sovereignty, boding ill: the recolonization
of our countries and their transformation
into fiefdoms of the metropolis. Creditors’
proposals which come under pretense of an
illusory aid perpetuate the looting of our
countries, for example, the Baker Plan of
the U.S. government.

Workers should take energetic stand

The Latin American and Caribbean
Trade Union Conference on the Foreign
Debt, after discussing the structural causes
and consequences of the economic crisis
and the debt, has come to the conclusion
that, in the search for a political solution
corresponding to the interests of sov-
ereignty and democracy, with economic
and social justice, the workers are those
who should take an energetic and responsi-
ble stand.

The foreign debt is the sharpest proof of
present-day imperialist exploitation. It is
international usury, illegitimate and illegal
because of its contractual conditions, par-
ticularly the rate of interest determined and
changed unilaterally by. the international
banks and their governments. It is illegiti-
mate also because the interest and amorti-
zation payments, with losses due to un-
equal trade and flight of capital, are well
above the amount loaned. On the other
hand, considering the pillage of colonial
domination, our peoples have already paid
more than the debt now being collected
from them.

Furthermore, it cannot be forgotten that
the present foreign debt was usually con-
tracted by military regimes and by civilian
governments which did not have the con-
sent of the people.

The colonialist policy of the IMF, using
the weapon of the debt, has been a cause of
unrest and sabotage of our peoples’ strug-
gle for freedom and democracy with social
justice. This policy is used to justify eco-
nomic, military, and terrorist attacks and

el j:mge« BOTIL
RENSE AHYUD OF ALY
RO T A% e #

U Eijns, f\"“ oo ‘jﬁﬂ;
“ S&?b?‘ﬂu wz}%ﬁ (o /y 7T

joh

s&%&%ﬁ

(4.3

&

Demonstration in Bmu] Banner in foreground reads, “Out with lMF 2

even military intervention against the right
to self-determination. In many countries,
using the result of this policy as protection,
there is human rights abuse and violation of
trade union rights.

The Latin American and Caribbean
Trade Union Conference on the Foreign
Debt is against payment of the debt and
commits itself to working so that the
peoples freely adopt this goal and find
ways to reach it. United action of workers
and peoples is a legitimate reply which
should radically cut voracious imperialist
appetites, demand solidarity of the workers
of developed countries and the unity of all
Third World peoples.

The various trade union forums and con-
ferences, those of Cuernavaca, Havana,
Lima, and most recently Buenos Aires, as
well as different actions at the national
level, are significant efforts to confront the
problem of foreign debt.

The movement of struggle unfolding on
our continent, expressed during several
days of continent-wide mobilization, is in-
creasingly united and coordinated. It has
seen the working class take a leading role,
as the national dominant classes have vacil-
lated and submitted.

In this resistance the trade union move-
ment has a prominent role and should de-
vote all its efforts to the achievement and
consolidation of unity and to finding means
of cooperation and unity with other social
organizations, parties and political move-
ments, sectors of the church, and the low-
income sectors of the population so that to-
gether we can confront and change this un-
bearable situation.

March of the dispossesed

The Latin American and Caribbean
Trade Union Conference on the Foreign
Debt declares its unswerving participation
in this march of the dispossessed in search
of effective action and organization for
liberating struggle. With the aim of achiev-
ing the goals described herein, we commit
ourselves to the united and firm accom-
plishment of the following proposals for
action:

The foreign debt is an impasse in the his-
tory of Latin American and Caribbean
peoples. Therefore, the advance of the
workers’ united ongoing struggle against
payment of the foreign debt is an absolute
priority and essential to the future of the
working class. In this light, we propose
and commit ourselves to:

1. Carry out a constant campaign
against payment of the foreign debt in
Latin America and the Caribbean,;

2. Carry out Continental Days of Strug-
gle Against Payment of the Foreign Debt
during the period from October 11-17,
1987 — October 15 being the Continental
Day Against Payment of the Foreign Debt
— with public meetings, demonstrations,
debates, and strikes, involving the whole
population in this struggle; recognizing the
importance of October 23, [1985] as a day
of struggle against the foreign debt;

3. Support and develop practical sol-
idarity with the national and international

initiatives against the payment of the for-
eign debt;

4. Propose and prepare the year 1988 as
the International Year of Struggle Against
Payment of the Foreign Debt;

5. Hold another international confer-
ence on the foreign debt in 1988;

6. Present and defend this conference’s
resolutions at the 73rd International Labor
Conference of the ILO-[International
Labor Organization] to take place from
June 1-24, 1987,

7. Constitute a provisional committee to
coordinate the actions approved here and
the Latin American and Caribbean Cam-
paign Against Payment of the Foreign
Debt, until the 1988 conference.

Activities of the Latin American and
Caribbean campaign against the payment
of the foreign debt to be organized by the
provisional committee:

1. To ensure the publication of the reso-
lutions of this conference in the newspa-
pers of each country during the first week
in June;

2. To present and discuss this confer-
ence’s resolutions with the world trade
union confederations and the regional fed-
erations, as well as with the national con-
federations that did not participate in this
event;

3. Present the resolutions of this confer-
ence to the [L.LO and the UN;

4. Coordinate and follow the presenta-
tion and discussion of this conference’s
resolutions with the governments and par-
liaments of each country;

5. Coordinate the solidarity of the
workers of the industrialized countries for
the campaign against the payment of the
foreign debt, through their trade union con-
federations;

6. Promote the convening of public au-

. dits of the foreign debt in each country to

check the exact scope of the frauds and cur-
rency flight, and to bring to justice those
responsible.

7. Create a working group to make ex-
tensive studies of the foreign debt and of
information relating to the situation in each
country;

8. Promote wide circulation of informa-
tion on the foreign debt and its conse-
quences, by publishing pamphlets, fliers,
posters, bulletins, etc.;

9. Stimulate a permanent discussion on
the foreign debt, in different ways to in-
volve all the population in an awareness of
the debt, its consequences, and the impor-
tance of struggling against its payment;

10. Promote the creation of an Interna-
tional Permanent Tribunal to judge and
morally sanction those responsible for the
foreign debt;

11. In each country, work to create a
united front of debtor countries in order to
implement together a policy against the
payment of the foreign debt;

12. Promote and motivate public cen-
sure of those governments persisting in
their policy of submission to the IMF and
to international creditors, thereby weaken-
ing our countries’ sovereignty and our
peoples’ interests.



‘We face the same enemy — imperialism’

Oliver Tambo of South Africa speaks at 8th anniversary of Nicaraguan revolution

Oliver Tambo, president of the African
National Congress (ANC) of South Africa,
was the featured guest speaker at Nicara-
gua’s July 19 rally celebrating the eighth
anniversary of the Sandinista revolution.
Tambo spent three days in Nicaragua as
part of a trip to Latin America, which also
included stops in Venezuela and Cuba.

At a joint press conference with Tambo
on July 18, Nicaraguan Foreign Minister
Miguel D’Escoto announced the formation
of the Nicaraguan Anti-apartheid Commit-
tee. D’Escoto is the chair of the committee,
which will work to educate Nicaraguans
about the struggle in South Africa and col-
laborate with opponents of apartheid
around the world.

D’Escoto told the press, “There is no
greater shame or blot on the conscience of
humanity than the existence of the diaboli-
cal racist system [of apartheid], which
never should have existed and must now
disappear.”

At the July 19 celebration of the San-
dinista revolution, held in the city of
Matagalpa, Tambo was awarded the Order
of Carlos Fonseca, the highest honor given
to distinguished members of the Sandinista
National Liberation Front (FSLN).
Fonseca was the central leader of the front
until he was murdered by troops of Nicara-
guan dictator Anastasio Somoza in 1976.

The award was presented in recognition
of the fact that “Comrade Oliver Tambo,
together with Nelson Mandela, has fought
the segregationist system since the 1950s, a
task that has meant persecution, imprison-
ment, and exile. The relentless revolution-
ary activity of Comrade Oliver Tambo, at
the head of the African National Congress,
has made valuable contributions to the
struggle all of humanity is waging for the
definitive elimination of racial discrimina-
tion.”

The ANC leader then gave an accep-
tance speech to the crowd. The following is
the text of his remarks.

* * *

Comrade Daniel Ortega, president of the

London meeting hears
Grenadian revolutionary
on Maurice Bishop

BY BRIDGET ELTON

LONDON, England — More than 100
people, a third of them Black, attended a
forum here entitled, “The Second Assassi-
nation of Maurice Bishop — a reply to the
slander campaign against the Grenada rev-
olution.”

The speakers included George Louison,
former minister of agriculture in the
People’s  Revolutionary = Government
(PRG) of Grenada and currently a leader of
the Maurice Bishop Patriotic Movement.
The meeting also heard Ben Bousquet, a
Black activist and Labour Party candidate
in the recent elections, and Celia Pugh of
Socialist Action newspaper, which spon-
sored the July 14 meeting.

The speakers defended the achievements
of the Grenada revolution and the political
legacy of its central leader, Maurice
Bishop.

Supporters of the political views of Ber-
nard Coard, former deputy prime minister
of Grenada, attempted to disrupt the meet-
ing with shouts of “CIA agents!”, attacks
on Cuba, and accusations that supporters of
Bishop were responsible for his murder.

Coard led a faction in the ruling party
and army of Grenada that organized the
overthrow of the PRG in October 1983 and
the execution of Bishop and other leaders
of the Grenada revolution.

Seventeen copies of New International,
a magazine of Marxist theory and politics,
were sold. The current issue contains an ar-
ticle entitled “The Second Assassination of
Maurice Bishop,” by Steve Clark.

Nothing Can Stop the Course of History,
a book published by Pathfinder that in-
cludes an interview with Fidel Castro, and
other material on Cuba, Central America,
the Caribbean, and South Africa were also
sold.

Republic of Nicaragua and coordinator of
the Executive Commission of the National
Directorate of the Sandinista National Lib-
eration Front;

Comrade members of the National Di-
rectorate of the FSLN and commanders of
the revolution;

Heroic and fraternal people of Nicara-
gua;

This is indeed an historic day for the
people of South Africa as we join with the
people of Nicaragua in celebrating the
eighth anniversary of the triumph of the
Sandinista revolution — a day on which we
can bring directly to you fraternal and rev-
olutionary greetings from the African Na-
tional Congress and the entire mass, demo-
cratic movement in South Africa.

Your struggle to defend revolution

From our townships under racist, mili-
tary occupation; from children and youth
who face the army and police in the streets;
from militant workers and peasants; from
women who continue to fight even as they
bury their dead; from the many thousands
of all ages who have been imprisoned and
tortured but remain resolute; from the
cadres of the people’s army — Umkhonto
we Sizwe — who are engaged in an es-
calating and ever more effective offensive;
our greetings, comrades, and our solidarity
to you in your struggle to defend your rev-
olution.

We greet you also in the name of all the
people of southern Africa. It is a most fit-
ting climax for us to end our working visit
to this region by participating in this cele-
bration of the victory of your struggle to
end the oppressive and exploitative rule of
the U.S.-imposed Somoza dynasty.

It is especially significant for all of us to
be together on this occasion on the site of
some of Augusto Sandino’s greatest battles
against U.S. imperialism [in the 1920s and
early 1930s]; in a place where Commander
in Chief of the Revolution Carlos Fonseca
was born and among the hills where he
died — in Matagalpa, a place where people
are renowned for their courage and
heroism.

In the eight years since victory, im-
perialism has not allowed you to enjoy
your freedom in peace. You remain a
people in struggle. Thus, it is only natural
for you to reaffirm the best qualities of
your distinguished tradition of struggle.
You have done this, most fittingly, by
holding these celebrations in Matagalpa.

_We are proud to be with you.

Comrades, we thank the National Direc-
torate of the FSLN and the FSLN, as well
as the people of Nicaragua most pro-
foundly for bestowing on us the prestigious
Nicaraguan award, the Order of Carlos
Fonseca. We accept this honor on behalf of
all our fighting people, including patriots
like Nelson Mandela [sustained applause]
and thousands of others who are detained
or imprisoned and those who have made
the ultimate sacrifice for South African
freedom. In their name we accept this
honor with humility and with great pride.

We face the same enemy

This award is more than a recognition of
the fact that we share a community of ob-
jectives, which are freedom, the right to
self-determination, democracy, peace, and
progress. It is a recognition also of the fact
that our peoples are both facing the same
enemy: imperialism. While the people of
Nicaragua have to confront U.S. im-
perialism directly, the people of South Af-
rica and Namibia are confronting the U.S.-
allied Pretoria regime.

Instead of being able to consolidate your
revolutionary gains and devote your re-
sources and efforts to bringing direct bene-
fits to the daily life of the Nicaraguan
people, you have been forced to defend
your revolution against imperialism’s local
surrogates and backward, opportunistic,
and mercenary contras.

In a similar way, the peoples of southern
Africa have to defend their independence
against the direct aggression of the racist
regime and also fight imperialism’s other
surrogates, the Pretoria-backed renegades

African National Congress President Oliver Tambo, right, was featured guest
speaker at July 19 rally in Matagalpa, Nicaragua.

of MNR [Mozambique National Resis-
tance] and UNITA [in Angola]. Thus, this
award constitutes a bonding of an histori-
cally necessary relationship of mutual sol-
idarity between our respective struggles.

The rout of Anastasio Somoza was an
important victory for the people of south-
ern Africa. Today our struggle has plunged
the enemy into a deepening crisis from
which it cannot extricate itself. Faced with
its inability to control the situation, the Pre-
toria regime is desperately escalating its
violence against the people in the hope that
it can thereby regain the initiative.

But the resultant reign of state terrorism
is a poor disguise for the growing weakness
of the racist regime. We are determined
and ready to exploit and accentuate the
enemy’s state of strategic weakness. The
historic imperative of the moment is to fur-

ther intensify our struggle ‘till final vic-
tory.

Just as your triumph of 1979 was a vic-
tory for our struggle, the most powerful
solidarity we can extend to you is to hasten
the defeat of apartheid and the establish-
ment of a nonracial, democratic, and
united South Africa. [sustained applause]

In that way we shall vindicate the great
honor you have bestowed on our people by
awarding us the Order of Carlos Fonseca.
In the name of Augusto Sandino, in the
name of Carlos Fonseca, the powerful ex-
ample of the Nicaraguan revolution must
triumph.

jAqui, no se rinde nadie! [Here no one
will surrender!]

jLa lucha continiia! [The struggle con-
tinues!]
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Members of farmers’ association among their tomato plants on Caribbean island of Trinidad. Many
are squatters harassed by landlords, speculators, and government.

BY SAM MANUEL

PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad and Tobago
— Early in July, 60 members of the Na-
tional Foodcrop Farmers Association
marked 100 days of their encampment out-
side the office of the Ministry of Agricul-
ture of this Caribbean country. The camp,
consisting of a large tent with eating and
sleeping facilities, has become home for
many of the farmers. It is staffed 24 hours
a day.

The farmers have been demanding a
meeting with the ministry in order to dis-
cuss their grievances. Among them are the
need for land reform and easier credit, as
well as relief from increasing production
costs and the physical attacks they face by
private and government police aimed at
driving farmers off the land. So far the
government has refused to meet.

Yolanda Vera, secretary of the General
Poultry Farmers’ Association, told those
gathered, “We the poultry farmers are suf-
fering today just as the agricultural farmers
are. Like you we are on state and private
lands that we don’t own. And if a rich man
wants the land to put up a building he will
buy it and throw you off.”

Exposing the government’s economic

Balto. SWP candidate
challenges filing fee

BY ED FRUIT

BALTIMORE — On July 28, the Mary-
land American Civil Liberties Union and
civil rights attorney Frank Dunbaugh filed
a suit in federal court on behalf of the
Socialist Workers Party challenging Mary-
land’s filing fee for write-in candidates.

At a news conference on the steps of the
federal courthouse, Reba Williams Dixon,
the Socialist Workers candidate for mayor
of Baltimore, explained that requiring
11,000 signatures for ballot status is bur-
densome enough. But then to require a
$150 filing fee for official write-in status
severely limits the ability of working
people to run for public office.

Dixon said that she and Dana Bur-
roughs, SWP candidate for city council
president, were the only ones addressing
the real issues that face working people.
“We think that the Iran-contra hearings
show that the twin parties of big business
are really united as far as wanting to over-
throw the government of Nicaragua,”
Dixon said. “The participation of the
Maryland National Guard in Central Amer-
ica manuevers brings home the nature of
the dirty U.S. war to people in this state.”

Stuart Comstock-Gay, executive direc-
tor of the Maryland ACLU, said that First
Amendment rights are at issue. People with
different points of view than the two major
parties ought to be able to run for office as
write-in candidates without paying money
to do so. He pointed out that the fee is the
same for attaining ballot status as it is fora
write-in candidacy where one’s name isn’t
even on the ballot. “Maryland is the only
state that requires this kind of fee,” he said.

Frank Dunbaugh, attorney in the suit,
pointed out that paying $300 for the candi-
dates would amount to more than one-third
of the entire campaign budget and that this
was patently discriminatory against cam-
paigns with limited budgets.
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policy as a dead end, Vera explained, “The
government is turning over everything to
private enterprise. They say we will get
more work.” To applause, she asked, “You
tell me who is getting work?”

Malcolm Campbell, president general of
the Federation of Farmers Associations,
explained that his organization was
founded to “unite all the farmers’ organiza-
tions to fight the present attacks by big
business and the government.” Pointing to
the continuity in the agricultural policies of
the past and present governments,
Campbell said, “The People’s National
Movement killed agriculture and the Na-
tional Alliance for Reconstruction has
come to bury it. But we the farmers are
here to stay. Only the governments come
and go.” The NAR replaced the PNM as
the ruling party last year.

Labor and farmers unity

A host of trade union leaders also spoke
at the July 3 rally. All of them stressed the
need for continued unity between farmers
and workers.

Cecil Paul, general secretary of the
Council of Progressive Trade Unions, one
of the two trade union federations in the
country, explained, “The aim of big busi-
ness and the government is to drive the
farmers off the land. Then the farmers will
have to work for the landlords at very low
wages and under very oppressive working
conditions.”

Wade Mark, education officer of the
Bank and General Workers Union, out-
lined the deteriorating conditions for work-
ing people in the country. Mark explained,

—*In the last three years workers have not re-
ceived any real increase in wages. Added
to this, the value of the [Trinidad and To-
bago] dollar has declined by 40 percent.

The BGWU is affiliated to the Trinidad and”

Tobago Labour Congress.

Some farmers have been evicted from
their land by court orders. Dennis Olivier,
president-general of the Communication
Workers Union explained, “We cannot win
in the courts. It is not our court. Whatever
we have to win must be won out here in the
streets.”

Underscoring the need for political unity
and action by workers and farmers, Olivier
concluded that neither the capitalist admin-
istration of the NAR nor the previous one
of the PNM “see to our interests. We must

begin to think of politics. We must put -

workers and farmers in power.”

Visit to farming areas

Along with two organizers for the Na-
tional Foodcrop Farmers — NFFA — I vis-
ited some of the farming areas here.

The rich-soiled mountainous region of
Diego Martin is also known to many
people here as “Neg Ma Wa” which in
French Creole means “runaway nigger.”
Over two centuries ago the maroons — es-
caped African slaves — sought refuge in
these mountains from their plantation mas-
ters. There were no roads then and the ter-
rain made the recapture of a maroon diffi-
cult. Many of the agents of the plantation
masters who ventured on such expeditions
did not return.

The maroons lived by farming on these
steep slopes. Today their descendants are
locked in a bitter struggle with land
speculators who want to build resort homes
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and clubs here.

The 60 families on the Sosconusco Es-
tate located here are members of the
NFFA. None of them own the land. Some
are tenants. Most are considered squatters
even though their families have worked the
land for several generations.

Landlords’ drive for land

In 1977 the Sosconusco Estate was
bought by the Highgate company, a large
land developer in Trinidad and Tobago. In
1984 the company ordered the farmers to
evacuate, but the farmers resisted.

In 1985 the company took the farmers to
court. The court upheld the eviction orders.
Early this year private security guards hired
by the company occupied the estate. Under
the protection of armed government police
and security forces they bumed and
bulldozed the crops of many of the farm-
ers.

A young farmer who had his crops de-
stroyed told me, “Our forefathers resisted
the slavemasters in these mountains. We
will continue to fight today. If they destroy
our crops we will relocate and start again.”
But, he added, “They should be careful not
to push too hard.”

The lowland farm areas of Aranjuez and
Garden Village lie southeast of here. In
Garden Village 120 farm families have
squatted on 160 acres of state-owned land.
The government wants the farmers off the
land in order to use it for housing. One
farmer told me that in 1980 when the gov-
ernment brought in bulldozers the farmers
and their families mounted them and laid

Plight faced by
‘Trinidad farmers

They demand land, end to evictions

down in the fields.

Another commented that the govemn-
ment had never been interested in the land
before. Only after “we cleared it by hand
with cutlasses and slash and bum, they
want the land.”

Small farmers face harsh conditions

Ramesh Dookhan supports his wife and
three children on the one and a half acres of
land where he grows cabbage, tomatoes,
sweet pepper, and celery. Dookhan
explained, “Because of the increase in the
cost of production last year I did not make
anything.” For example, one ounce of cas-
cade tomato seeds cost TT$180. (TT$3.5
= US$1.) One ounce of the seed is needed
to plant half an acre of land.

Like many of the 500 farmers here,
Dookhan rents from an absentee landlord
in Britain. He hesitates to invest in im-
provements because the land could be sold
at any time.

Nazim Ali appeared concerned as he
stood among his tomatoes. The tomato
crops of many of the farmers in the area
have been hit hard by a fungus disease. The
Ministry of Agriculture has refused the re-
quests of the farmers for aid in fighting it.

“They won’t even come out and just
look at the crops,” said Ali. Many of the
farmers said they were being victimized
because they are members of the NFFA.

I asked Ali what the farmers have to gain
by joining the NFFA. He answered, “We
have nobody to represent us. We must do it
ourselves. Maybe we will lose in the long
run. But if we didn’t organize and fight we
would have lost already.”

Subscribe to ‘Perspectiva Mundial’

In defense of Maurice Bishop

As a reader of the Militant you are
familiar with our weekly coverage of
the struggles of working people
around the world.

If you can read or are studying
Spanish, there is a complementary
monthly magazine for you: Perspec-
tiva Mundial. PM is a Spanish-lan-
guage socialist magazine that carries
many of the same articles you read
in the Militant.

The August PM is a special double
issue with a feature article by Steve

Clark, “The Second Assassination of

Maurice Bishop,” on the destruction
of the Grenada revolution in 1983.
This article appears in English in the
current issue of New International.

Clark explains the events leading
to the counterrevolutionary coup,
led by Deputy Prime Minister Ber-
nard Coard, that overthrew Gre-
nada’s revolutionary government
and to the murder of its main leader,
Maurice Bishop. It shows how
Coard’s Stalinist policies ran coun-
ter to Bishop’s revolutionary com-
munist perspective. It underlines
the lessons of the Grenada revolu-
tion for working people around the
world.
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S. African unionists challenge apartheid
COSATU convention pledges struggle for democratic rights

BY ERNEST HARSCH

In front of a packed conference hall of
cheering union delegates, Elijah Barayi
minced few words.

“Some say that this intransigent govern-
ment will never hand power over to the
Black majority,” said Barayi, president of
South Africa’s largest union federation.
“Well, the Black majority will have to
seize power from this intransigent govern-
ment.”

Barayi, a gold miner, stressed, “We pro-
duce the wealth of South Africa, yet we are
the victims of a brutal and exploitative sys-
tem of apartheid and capitalism.”

The 1,500 delegates to the convention of
the Congress of South African Trade
Unions (COSATU) responded with free-
dom chants and slogans.

The four-day gathering in Johannesburg,
from July 15 to 18, was an open expression
of defiance of the apartheid authorities,
who have frequently warned COSATU and
other unions to steer clear of political activ-
ity.

Barayi, in his opening address, re-
sponded, “Politics, and especially the lack
of even the most basic democratic rights
for the majority of our people, is a bread-
and-butter issue for the working class. It is
the fundamental question which is torment-
ing millions of workers — and we are ob-
liged to answer it.”

This set the tone for the convention. The
unionists discussed not only how to raise
wages and improve working conditions,
but also how to rid South Africa of the op-
pressive apartheid system.

Freedom Charter adopted

COSATU’s political stance was
exemplified by its decision, by unanimous
vote, to adopt the Freedom Charter as its
“guiding document.”

Originally drafted in 1955 by a broad
array of anti-apartheid organizations, led
by the African National Congress (ANC),
the Freedom Charter is the program for a
democratic and nonracial South Africa, in
which everyone, Black and white, will
have equal rights.

Jay Naidoo, COSATU’s general secre-
tary, said at the close of the convention that
there had been considerable debate on the
Freedom Charter among union delegates,
but no opposition to its adoption.

Similar discussions had earlier been held
in the 13 industrial unions that make up the
700,000-member federation.

In February COSATU’s largest single
affiliate, the National Union of Minework-
ers, led the way by adopting the Freedom
Charter.

A few months later, COSATU issued a
poster reproducing the text of the Freedom
Charter, to mark the charter’s 32nd an-

niversary on June 26.

“The Freedom Charter is supported by
millions of people in South Africa,” the
poster declared, “and is widely regarded as
the most democratic pledge to emerge from
our liberation struggle.”

Closer allies

Linked to COSATU’s adoption of the
Freedom Charter was its decision to forge

. closer ties with the United Democratic

Front (UDF). With a total membership of
more than 2 million, the UDF is a broad
anti-apartheid coalition of hundreds of
community, political, women’s, student,
and other organizations that has been in the
forefront of the mass mobilizations of re-
cent years.

Although many of its leaders and af-
filiates have long championed the Freedom
Charter, the UDF as a whole had not for-
mally endorsed it. But following a secret
national conference in early June, the UDF
decided that it would do so on August 20,
the UDF’s fourth anniversary.

Murphy Morobe, a key UDF leader who
had been functioning clandestinely for
more than a year to avoid arrest, emerged
in Johannesburg to address the COSATU
convention. He told the delegates that the
trade unions had become the most powerful
anti-apartheid force in South Africa. (Just a
few days later, Morobe was detained by the
police.)

At the close of the convention, Naidoo
said that COSATU would ally itself with
the UDF and other groups that promote the
interests of the working class and advo-
cate democracy and nonracialism.

By these criteria, Naidoo added how-
ever, COSATU ruled out any form of
cooperation with the Azanian People’s Or-
ganisation (Azapo). Azapo is a much smal-
ler current that opposes the Freedom Char-
ter and has sharply criticized the participa-
tion of anti-apartheid whites in the UDF
and COSATU.

The COSATU convention also called for
the lifting of the apartheid regime’s ban on
the ANC. “There can be no freedom in this
country unless the African National Con-
gress is involved,” Barayi declared.

A message of “fraternal greetings” from
the ANC was met with wild cheers. So was
a telegram from the outlawed South Afri-
can Communist Party, with which the
ANC is allied.

‘Hands off COSATU’

Among the other resolutions passed by
the union convention was one to strengthen
the “Hands off COSATU” campaign.

This is in response to the apartheid au-
thorities’ stepped-up repression against the
union. Since a state of emergency was im-
posed in June 1986, some 3,000 union of-

British rail worker describes victory
of South African strikers

The growing strength of the South Afri-
can union movement was dramatically il-
lustrated by the recent victory of the rail-
way workers. Their union, the South Afri-
can Railway and Harbour Workers Union
is a key affiliate of the Congress of South
African Trade Unions.

“Thousands of South African railway
strikers celebrated a resounding victory in
Johannesburg’s streets on Friday 5 June,”
Doreen Weppler reported in the June 19
issue of the London weekly Socialist Ac-
tion. “After three months on strike, and
with many families near to starvation, the
workers had refused to give in to the unre-
lenting attacks by management and the
apartheid state.”

Weppler, a member of the National
Union of Railwaymen (NUR) in Britain,
had visited South Africa during the strike
by the South African Railway and Harbour
workers Union (SARHWU). She went
with fellow unionist Geoff Revell, the two
constituting an official NUR delegation
sent to learn about and extend solidarity to
the striking South African railway work-
ers. Revell and Weppler are also the chair-
person and secretary, respectively, of the
NUR-initiated Rail Against Apartheid.

The strike, Weppler reported, was
sparked by the dismissal of a SARHWU
member by the government-owned South
African Transport Services (SATS). It
quickly spread throughout the Transvaal
region, involving some 20,000 workers.

Despite severe repression — in which
six strikers were killed by police and
16,000 of them were fired — the strikers
persevered. And they won growing support
from the rest of the labor movement as well
as from Black township communities.

Concemed about this spreading solidar-
ity, the SATS management decided to back
down. In the final strike settlement, Wep-
pler reported, all the fired strikers were of-
fered their jobs back, and the management
agreed to recognize the SARHWU's dele-
gates, a step toward union recognition.

As a result of this victory, Weppler said,
“the entire union has been strengthened.” It
has also provided inspiration to the rest of
the labor movement, and to the broader
struggle against apartheid rule.

But noting the continued repression
against activists of SARHWU, and
COSATU in general, Weppler stressed the
importance of continuing solidarity by
labor movements in other countries.

ficials have been detained, union meetings
have been banned, and COSATU’s na-
tional headquarters in Johannesburg was
bombed and burned.

The union likewise resolved to fight for
a minimum wage for domestic workers,
campaign to organize the unemployed, and
fight for a 40-hour workweek and a ban on

COSATU leaders Elijah Barayi and Jay Naidoo at union convention

overtime work. (Shortly after the conven-
tion, the mine workers’ union announced
that more than 200,000 of its members
would strike August 8 to press for a 30 per-
cent wage increase, among other de-

mands.)
Although it is illegal to do so, COSATU
Continued on Page 13

Protest strike
paralyzes Bangladesh

A protest strike shut down most eco-
nomic activity in Bangladesh July 22—
24,

The action came in response to a law
pushed through by the government of
Lieut. Gen. H. M. Ershad. It provides
for military seats in the country’s 64 dis-
trict councils, a move designed to fur-
ther entrench the army’s grip over the
government administration. General Er-
shad came to power in a 1981 coup and
governed under martial law from March
1982 to November 1986.

The law’s passage immediately
sparked two days of protests and strikes.
The Awami League and Bangladesh
Nationalist Party, the two largest oppo-
sition parties, then called the July 22-24
strike. The strike was widely observed
in Dhaka, the capital, and other parts of
the country. Police and troops attacked
strikers. At least eight protesters were
killed.

The two parties have announced that
they will organize further actions, in-
cluding demonstrations to protest the
police killings.

State of emergency
decreed in Sudan

The Sudanese government of Sadiq
el-Mahdi declared a year-long, coun-
trywide state of emergency July 25. Asa
justification for this move, the an-
nouncement cited instability in some re-
gions and “chaos in the market.”

A state of emergency had already
been in effect in the Sudan since April
1985, but how this new one will differ
and what specific measures it will entail
were not immediately spelled out.

In the days leading up to the declara-
tion, student protests had closed schools
in Khartoum, the capital, and some sec-
tors of the work force had gone on
strike. A general strike was held in the
southern province of Bahr Ghazal to
protest deteriorating living conditions,
and railway workers in the northern in-
dustrial town of Atbara staged a march
around similar grievances.

In addition, the Sudan People’s Liber-
ation Army, which vows to topple the
regime, has driven government troops
out of large parts of southern Sudan.

Meanwhile, a team from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund is in Khartoum to
discuss terms for new IMF credits,
which were cut off in early 1986 when
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~ Africa. A particular focus of this confer-

Sudan fell far behind in its debt pay-
ments. The IMF team is demanding cuts
in government subsidies on bread,
sugar, and gasoline. Similar cuts in early
1985 brought a popular uprising that
ended only after then-president Gaafar
al-Nimeiry was ousted in a coup.

British campaign for
S. Africa sanctions

Leading British trade unions and anti-
apartheid organizations have called a
conference for September 19 in London
to discuss ways to extend the campaign
for economic sanctions against South

ence will be the fight for a mandatory
ban on all South Africa coal imports into
Britain and other Common Market coun-
tries.

The conference is being jointly or-
ganized by the National Union of
Mineworkers and the Anti-Apartheid
Movement. It is also sponsored by the
Trades Union Congress, Women
Against Pit Closures, and other groups.
Among the scheduled speakers is Cyril
Ramaphosa, general secretary of the Na-
tional Union of Mineworkers of South
Africa.

A national demonstration to demand
“Sanctions now!” is set to take place in
London October 24.

Belau poll retains
nuclear-free policy

A June 30 referendum in the Pacific
island country of Belau again blocked a
U.S. government effort to have the an-
tinuclear provisions of Belau’s constitu-
tion overturned. With a population of
14,000, Belau is a United Nations trust
territory administered by Washington.

Ninety-two percent of Belau’s voters
approved a constitution in 1979 estab-
lishing their own elected government
and banning the testing, deployment, or
storage of nuclear substances there.

But Washington has refused to relin-
quish formal control over Belau unless a
“compact of free association” is signed,
which would override the constitution’s
anti-nuclear provisions. Washington has
likewise offered up to $1.7 billion if the
compact is approved.

Under U.S. government urging, eight
referenda have been organized so far in
an effort to win approval for the com-
pact, but each time the vote in favor has
fallen short of the 75 percent needed to
amend the constitution.
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—THE GREAT SOCIETY

Funniest testimony of the
week — “I said, ‘Well, Bud, just
be sure that whatever you do, you
tell the truth.”” — Attorney Gen-

. Harry
* Ring

eral Meese, under oath, on what
he said to then National Security
Council chief Robert McFarlane.

Who said he’s a racist dog —
“Some Third World country
would really have a financial
bonanza in storing high-level nu-

clear waste under proper geologi-
cal conditions there.” — GOP
presidential hopeful Paul Laxalt
on what a neat idea it would be to
dump U.S. nuclear waste in a
“willing” underdeveloped coun-

try.

Law ’n order at Continental
— Continental Airlines dropped
charges against a passenger they
had busted and handcuffed at
O’Hare Airport after he assertedly
incited other passengers about a
three-hour takeoff delay. Forty
passengers signed a petition assail-
ing the arrest as “an unjust, out-
rageous, and barbaric act.”

Case of the missing baggage
worker — Those Delta mishaps

aren’t just in the sky. In Atlanta, a
baggage handler was locked into
the luggage compartment of a
plane preparing for takeoff. He
was rescued after passengers heard
him banging and yelling. It sort of
suggests you keep an eye on what
you grab from the baggage
carousel.

Sounds like something for Delta
— New York area transportation
officials look forward to reducing
airport jam-ups with the tilt rotor-
craft, which takes off and lands
like a helicopter and flies like a
plane. It could be used on shuttle
flights, they said, landing in D.C.
and New York downtown areas.

Sounds reasonable — The Jus-
tice Department decided not to

prosecute Pratt & Whitney for $22
million in billings that included
charter fishing trips, Frisbees, and
model planes. Why? Because the
air force approved all the items.
The air force contract officer who
forgot to tell them it was a no-no is
currently assigned to General Dy-
namics, masters in the art of over-
billing.

Averaging it out — While
General Dynamics may indulge in
overbilling, it balances it off by il-
legally underreporting job injuries
and illnesses. Like the 121 cases at
its Electric Boat Division, for
which OSHA just fined it
$615,000.

The sane society — To get rid
of 15,000 containers of radium-

contaminated soil, New Jersey en-
vironmental officials shipped a
test lot to the Oak Ridge nuke fa-
cility where it will be laced with
radioactive waste. If this boosts
the poison level high enough, it
will qualify for federal burial. If
not, they’ll return to plan number
1: bury the stuff in a New Jersey
wildlife preserve.

Thought for the week — John
Dean: “You might put it on a na-
tional security grounds basis.”
Robert Haldeman: “It absolutely
was.” Richard Nixon: “National
security. We had to get informa-
tion for national security.” John
Dean: “I think we could get by on
that.” — A Watergate exchange
on the burglary of Daniel
Ellsberg’s psychiatrist’s office.

Linder’s brother confronts Bush on contra crimes

Continued from front page

dinistas had done so also. He praised Lt.
Col. Oliver North’s testimony before the
congressional committee investigating the
Iran-contra arms deals, claiming that this
had produced a “surge of support” for the
war.

The audience listened quietly when Lin-
der spoke. Bush was applauded when he
finished. A few people asked questions in a
way that indicated sympathy with the con-
tras. In an interview with the Militant after
the meeting, Linder said he thought it
would be wrong to read much into the re-
sponse.

“While Chris Schultz and I were eating
at a restaurant a few miles away, two of the
people who had been at the meeting came
in and talked with us. We had a very good
discussion about Nicaragua. I think the
facts I was stating were very new to many

people in that audience, and most of them
thought that applauding was the polite
thing to do when a person as prominent as
the vice-president comes to your communi-
ty.”
“Basically, Bush was saying,” John Lin-
der told the Militant, “that my brother
asked for it by refusing to go along with
Washington’s undeclared war.”

“It’s certainly true that the U.S. govern-
ment supports the contras,” Linder told the
Militant. “In fact, there would be no contra
army if it weren’t for the support of the
U.S. government.

“But does this justify murdering my
brother? The United States is neither offi-
cially nor legally at war with Nicaragua,
and U.S. citizens have every legal right to
work there, as the U.S. State Department
itself has affirmed.

“Moreover, nearly everybody in Nicara-
gua is ‘on the other side’ against U.S. pol-

—CALENDAR

MASSACHUSETTS

Boston

Malcolm X and the Struggle for Justice
Today. Film: El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz.
Speaker: Mark Emanation, Socialist Workers
Party candidate for mayor of Boston, member
of Amalagamated Clothing and Textile Workers
Local 1. Sat., Aug. 22, 7:30 p.m. 605 Mas-
sachusetts Ave. Donation:$3. Sponsor: Militant
Labor Forum. For more information call (617)
247-6772.

NEW YORK

Manhattan

The Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter.
Film, followed by discussion about working
women during World War II. Translation to
Spanish. Fri., Aug. 28, 7:30 p.m. 79 Leonard
St. Donation: $3. Sponsor: Militant Labor
Forum/Foro Perspectiva Mundial. For more in-
formation call (212) 226-8445.

—IF YOU LIKE

Where to find the Socialist Workers Party,
Young Socialist Alliance, and Pathfinder
bookstores.

ALABAMA: Birmingham: SWP, YSA,
1306 1st Ave. N. Zip: 35203. Tel: (205) 323-
307¢.

ARIZONA: Phoenix: SWP, YSA, 1809
W. Indian School Rd. Zip: 85015. Tel: (602)
279-5850.

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: SWP, YSA,
2546 W. Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-
9460. Oakland: SWP, YSA, 3808 E 14th St.
Zip: 94601. Tel: (415) 261-3014. San Diego:
SWP, YSA, 2803 B St. Zip: 92102. Tel: (619)
234-4630. San Francisco: SWP, YSA, 3284
23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (415) 282-6255. San
Jose: SWP, YSA, 46Y2 Race St. Zip: 95126. Tel:
(408) 998-4007. Seaside: YSA, P.O. Box 1645.
Zip: 93955. Tel: (408) 394-1855. Stockton:
YSA, c/o Ted Barratt and Gustavo Mendoza, 825
N. SanJose St. Zip: 95203. Tel: (209)941-8544.

COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, Tel:
(303) 733-3280.

FLORIDA: Miami: SWP, YSA, 137 NE
54th St. Mailing address: P.O. Box 370486. Zip:
33137. Tel: (305) 756-1020. Tallahassee: YSA,
P.O. Box 20715. Zip: 32316. Tel: (904) 222-
4434,

GEORGIA: Atlanta: SWP, YSA, 132 Cone
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The Committee in Solidarity with the People
of Guatemala Invites You to a Party.
Guatemalan food, music provided by a DJ.
Sat., Aug. 29, 9 p.m. Casa de las Americas,
104 W.. 14th St. For more information call (212)
279-2704.

PENNSYLVANIA

Avonmore

Old Fashioned Labor Rally for Striking
Members of the United Mine Workers of
America Locals 2456 and 6986. Wed., Aug.
22, 9:30 a.m. at the Italian Club. UMWA Pres-
ident Richard Trumka will speak at the rally.

WEST VIRGINIA

Charleston

Issues in the “Baby M” Case. Speakers: Ellen
Brickley, Socialist Workers Party; others. Sun.
Aug. 23, 6 p.m. 116 McFarland St. Donation:
$2. Sponsor: Militant Labor Forum. For more
information call (304) 345-3040.

THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP

St. NW, 2nd Floor. Zip: 30303. Tel: (404) 577-
4065.

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, 3455 S.
Michigan Ave. Zip: 60616. Tel: (312) 326
5853 or 326-5453.

INDIANA: Muncie: YSA, c/o Scott Shaf-
froth, 1125 W. Marsh St. Zip: 47303. Tel: (317)
282-2996.

IOWA: Des Moines: SWP, YSA, 2105 For-
est Ave. Zip: 50311. Tel: (515) 246-1695.

LOUISIANA: Baton Rouge: YSA, 4264
Oxford Ave. #4, Zip: 70808. Tel: (504) 766-0510.
New Orleans: YSA, c/o Ray Medina, 730 Penis-
ton St. Zip: 70115. Tel: (504) 899-5094.

MARYLAND: Baltimore: SWP, YSA, 2913
Greenmount Ave. Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) 235-
0013.

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: SWP, YSA,
605 Massachusetts Ave. Zip: 02118. Tel: (617)
247-6772.

MICHIGAN: Detroit: SWP, YSA, 2135
‘Woodward Ave. Zip: 48201. Tel: (313)961-0395.

MINNESOTA: Austin: SWP, YSA, 407Y2N.
Main. Zip: 55912. Tel: (507) 433-3461. North-
field: YSA, c/o Heiko Koester and Pat Rombero,
Carlton College. Zip: 55057. Tel: (507) 663-
4000, ext. 4570 or 4563. Twin Cities: SWP,
YSA, 508 N. Snelling Ave., St. Paul. Zip:
55104. Tel: (612) 644-6325.

MISSOURI: Kansas City: SWP, YSA,
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icy,” Linder observed, “and therefore, by
Bush’s definition, a legitimate target.”

Linder quoted a top contra commander’s
statement that the contras’ goal is to “de-
stroy the entire economic infrastructure” of
Nicaragua. “That makes every farmer,
every teacher, every development worker
in Nicaragua a target,” said Linder.

He noted that previously, administration
officials have claimed they were trying to
persuade the contras to focus on military,
rather than civilian targets. “But in this
case,” Linder explained, “the instance of a
contra murder of a civilian that has been
most publicized in this country because a
U.S. citizen was the victim, the Reagan ad-
ministration stands publicly with the mur-
derers.

“Meanwhile, the contras have stated they
will kill more foreign volunteers, and no
one in the administration says this is
wrong.”

PAULLINA, Towa — Linder got a warm
response when he spoke to an audience of
100 people in this town of 1,200 on
July 31. Some had come from as far as 40
miles away to attend the meeting. Farmers
and their families made up the bulk of the
audience.

The response during the discussion after
Linder spoke was generally sympathetic.
One farmer commented, “The people run-
ning this country seem to think they can
impose a moratorium on revolutions.”

FOUNDING
THE
COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL

Proceedings and Documents
of the First Congress: March 1919

A PATHFINDER BOOK e $10.95
410 West Street, New York, New York 10014 @ 47 The Cut, London, SE1 8LL, Eng-
land @ P.O. Box 37, Leichhardt, Sydney, NSW 2040, Australia

4725 Troost. Zip: 64110. Tel: (816) 753-0224.
St. Louis: SWP, YSA, 4907 Martin Luther
King Dr. Zip: 63113. Tel: (314) 361-0250.

NEBRASKA: Omaha: SWP, YSA, 140 S.
40th St. Zip: 68131. Tel: (402) 553-0245.

NEW JERSEY: Newark: SWP, YSA, 141
Halsey. Zip: 07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341.

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA c/o Lisa Sand-
berg, 120 Lark St. Zip: 12210. Tel: (518)
463-8001. Mid-Hudson: YSA, Box 650,
Annandale. Zip: 12504, Tel: (914) 758-0408.
New York: SWP, YSA, 79 Leonard St. Zip:
10013. Tel: (212) 219-3679 or 925-1668. Path-
finder Books, 226-8445. Rome: YSA, c/o Cos-
mos Andoloro, 7172 Rickmeyer Rd. Zip: 13440.
Stony Brook: YSA, P.O. Box 1384, Patchogue,
N.Y.Zip: 11772.

NORTH CAROLINA: Greensboro: SWP,
YSA, 2219 E Market. Zip: 27401. Tel: (919)
272-5996.

OHIO: Cincinnati: SWP, YSA, 4945 Pad-
dock Rd. Zip: 45237. Tel: (513) 242-7161.
Cleveland: SWP, YSA, 2521 Market Ave. Zip:
44113. Tel: (216) 861-6150. Columbus: YSA,
P.O. Box 02097. Zip: 43202.

OREGON: Portland: SWP, YSA, 2732 NE
Union. Zip: 97212. Tel: (503) 287-7416.

PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, c/o
Mark Mateja, Edinboro University of Pa. Zip:
16412. Tel: (814) 398-2574. Philadelphia:

SWP, YSA, 2744 Germantown Ave. Zip:
19133. Tel: (215) 225-0213. Pittsburgh: SWP,
YSA, 402 N. Highland Ave. Zip: 15206. Tel:
(412) 362-6767.

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, c/o Mike Rose, 7409
Berkman Dr. Zip: 78752. Tel. (512) 452-3923.
Houston: SWP, YSA, 4806 Almeda. Zip: 77004.
Tel: (713) 522-8054. Lubbock: YSA, c/o Amy
Waugh, 2202 22nd St., Apt. B. Zip: 79411.

UTAH: Price: SWP, YSA, 23 S. Carbon
Ave., Suite 19, P.O. Box 758. Zip: 84501. Tel:
(801) 637-6294. Salt Lake City: SWP, YSA,
767 S. State, 3rd floor. Zip: 84111. Tel: (801)
355-1124.

VIRGINIA: Portsmouth: YSA, P.O. Box
6538, Churchland Station. Zip: 23707.

WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA,
3165 Mt. Pleasant St. NW. Zip: 20010. Tel:
(202) 797-7699, 797-7021.

WASHINGTON: Seattle: SWP, YSA,
5517 Rainier Ave. South. Zip: 98118. Tel:
(206) 723-5330.

WEST VIRGINIA: Charleston: SWP,
YSA, 116 McFarland St. Zip: 25301. Tel: (304)
345-3040. Morgantown: SWP, YSA, 221
Pleasant St. Zip: 26505. Tel: (304) 296-
0055.

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: SWP, YSA,
4707 W. Lisbon Ave. Zip: 53208. Tel: (414)
445-2076.



Haitian government escalates violence

Militant/Harvey McArthur
July 29 Port-au-Prince march against
Tontons Macoutes and KNG. Sign

reads: “The KNG
Macoute.”

is the biggest

Continued from front page
dent of the Democratic Movement for the

- "Liberation of Haiti.

The way forward

These attacks reflect the regime’s grow-
ing isolation from most sectors of Haitian
society. However, it still clings to power.

Discussions are going on among opposi-
tion groups on what strategy can achieve
victory.

The July 30-31 general strike called by
the Committee of 57 to protest the army’s
murder of peaceful demonstrators here was
largely successful. Workers in major cities
across the nation stayed home in massive
numbers, except in the two northern cities
of Gonaives and Cap-Haitien. Public
transport was halted, government offices
deserted, and most shops and factories
closed.

But after two days, the Coordinating
Committee of the Committee of 57 ended
the strike, asking people to spend the next
week in prayer and reflection.

The Committee of 57 was formed on
June 25 by church, labor, political, and
other groups. It is one of the few groups in
Haiti with sufficient authority to call
nationwide protests in its own name.

On July 25 the Militant spoke with Jean-

Claude Bajeux, a leader of the National
Committee of the Congress of Democratic
Movements (CONACOM). The CON-
ACOM is one of the main forces in the
Committee of 57. Bajeux is one of the
committee’s main public spokespersons.

Bajeux said the CONACOM was still in
favor of the ouster of the KNG, but it felt
the movement was not strong enough to
win that goal. So it was prepared to settle
for something less.

“We are flexible,” he said. “We have
our maximum and our minimum de-
mands.” The CONACOM’s minimum de-
mand would be a significant change in the
composition of the military junta and the
cabinet, together with moves to reign in the
Macoutes and protect democratic rights.

Other activists both inside and outside
the Committee of 57 disagree. They told us
that the key goal of the struggle has to re-
main the complete removal of the KNG,
without which democratic rights will be
constantly under attack and the ability to
fight for other social and economic de-
mands severely curtailed.

The Militant spoke to two leaders of the
United Democratic Federation (KID),
Eddy Jeune and Aramick Louis. The KID
is composed of peasant and neighborhood

U.S. war moves behind Mecca slaughter

Continued from front page
dispersed the demonstrators.

But one resident of Mecca, in a tele-
phone interview with the British news
agency Reuters, said the violence had
lasted about five hours, which would be
quite a prolonged “stampede.”

It was charged that exit areas were
blocked off and fire hoses turned on the pil-
grims.

The Iranian government sent a team of
investigators to Saudi Arabia, but they
were barred from entering the country.

Meanwhile, the White House accused
Iran of “escalating its campaign of tension,
intimidation, and destabilization” in the
gulf region and announced that the Penta-
gon was weighing the creation of a special
command to take direct charge of the rap-
idly growing U.S. military presence in the
Gulf.

Reporters were told that under one pro-
posal, a three-star admiral would head up
such a command.

One administration official boasted,
“We’re sending so much over there that the
water level is going to go up two or three
inches when it’s all in place.”

The U.S. force operating in the gulf or
near its entrance includes an aircraft car-
rier, guided missile cruiser, destroyers,
and other ships. |

It was reported August 5 that the Penta-
gon is readying special operations troops to
be dispatched to the scene. This is purport-
edly to fend off “terrorist” or “suicide” at-
tacks by Iran.

The declared purpose of this reckless op-
eration is to escort Kuwaiti oil tankers
through the gulf, under U.S. flag and com-
mand. This is supposedly to preserve. “free-

S. African unionists
challenge apartheid

Continued from Page 11

called for “total and mandatory sanctions”
against South Africa and appealed to for-
eign corporations with operations in the
country to divest.

Several resolutions touched on interna-
tional questions. COSATU vowed its full
support for the independence of Namibia,
which is now a South African colony, and
pledged to back the National Union of
Namibian Workers.

The delegates also voted to establish ties
with workers’ organizations in other parts
of Africa, such as Angola and Mozam-
bique, as well as in Nicaragua, El Sal-
vador, and the Philippines.

Explaining this move, Naidoo stated,
“Workers throughout the world are victims
of U.S. govermnment sponsored ter-
rorism. . . . In this country we are also vic-
tims of that kind of imperialism.”

dom of the seas” from a claimed Iranian
threat.

The real purpose is to support the Iraqi
regime, which is now losing its seven-year
war with Iran. Washington fears a defeat
for Iraq would strengthen Iran’s indepen-
dent role in the region.

The reflagging operation is set up as a
provocation that could be used as the pre-
text for a military blow against Iran.

While the Kuwaiti regime is cooperating
with the reflagging operation, it has so far
refused, along with other gulf govern-
ments, to pfovide bases for U.S. mine-
sweeping helicopters dispatched to the
area.

Compounding Washington’s difficulties
is the refusal thus far of its European allies
to provide minesweeping boats or other
forms of naval support.

The governments of Great Britain,
France, Italy, and West Germany all said
no to U.S. requests for such assistance.

These governments share Washington’s
hostility to Iran, but fear U.S. military
provocations may prove politically disastr-
ous.

Six U.S. minesweeping boats are being
shipped to the area, but are not expected to
arrive for a month.

Meanwhile, eight huge minesweeping
helicopters were sent in. Because Wash-
ington can’t get land bases for them, they
will have to operate from the deck of the
Guadalcanal, a big helicopter landing
ship.

The dangers inherent in that kind of op-
eration were underlined when a Navy
helicopter crashed into the water while try-
ing to land on the deck of a ship July 30.

One of the crew was killed and three
were missing and presumed dead.

The minesweeping helicopters will also
have the very dangerous job of flying low
over the water and dragging the heavy
minesweeping equipment.

Meanwhile, Washington's difficulties in
politically isolating Iran were accented by
reports indicating a reduction of tension be-
tween Iran and the USSR and possible
moves toward economic and industrial
cooperation between them.

Announcement of the discussions was
made in Moscow and Teheran August 4.

An Iranian press agency dispatch said,
“The two sides discussed the building of oil
pipelines, expansion of cooperation in the
area of power and steel, oil refining, pre-
liminary progress in joint shipping in the
Caspian Sea, and plans to build a railroad
linking the Soviet border with the Persian
Gulf.”

If such cooperation is achieved, it will
increase Iran’s capacity to resist the threats
and pressure from Washington.

The resistance of the government of
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini in Iran to ac-
cepting U.S. dictates creates enormous
problems for Washington and its efforts to

hold back the anti-imperialist forces
throughout the Mideast.

In the present situation, the Reagan ad-
ministration is having difficulty winning a
consensus on its use of potentially explo-
sive gunboat diplomacy.

Just as its European allies are reluctant to
be dragged along, there are serious ques-
tions among big-business interests in this
country about the wisdom of the reflagging
operation.

This was voiced in an August 4 editorial
in the New York Times, which assailed the
absence of “a coherent policy in Washing-
ton.”

“It is up to President Reagan,” the Times
declared, “to develop and explain U.S.
policy in the gulf. If it fails to do so, and if
one more mishap occurs, the public de-
mand for withdrawal of all American
forces could become overwhelming. . ..
Or a lack of policy could lead to an equally
dangerous military overreaction.”

There is one simple way to ensure that a
military “overreaction” will not occur.
There must be the strongest possible de-
mand to get the U.S. gunboats out of the
Persian Gulf.

—10 AND 25 YEARS AGO
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(The Militant did not appear Aug. 12,
1977. This is from the August 5 issue.)

Deeds speak louder than words. Israeli
Prime Minister Menahem Begin’s July 26
deed, giving official sanction to three new
Zionist settlements on the occupied West

Bank of the Jordan River, speak louder -

than any of his rhetoric about a new Middle
East “peace” plan.

Opposition to Zionist settlements has
been a central demand of the Palestinian
people on the West Bank ever since the
area was seized by Israel during the 1967
Mideast war. Protests against the ul-
trarightist settlers at Camp Kadum — one
of the three newly approved settlements —
helped spark a wave of Palestinian demon-
strations on the West Bank last year.
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Friends of the Cuban revolution and de-
fenders of civil liberties in New York City
are indignantly protesting the open cam-
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committees and local political groups, with
roots in the struggle that forced Duvalier to
flee. The KID holds that the struggle today
must aim at ousting the KNG.

While at first it was not part of the Com-
mittee of 57, the KID later joined it to try to
push the committee to actively organize
mass actions against the junta.

The KID was not in favor of ending the
July 30-31 general strike.

Jeune and Louis added that their group
has been working to develop ties between
the Committee of 57 and left-wing groups
outside it, with the aim of common action
against the KNG.

The Militant also spoke with leaders of
the National People’s Assembly (APN), a
coalition of union, peasant, and left-wing
political groups. The assembly is particu-
larly active in support of peasant struggles.

The APN is not part of the 57 and
criticizes it for being “reformist” and “op-
portunist.” But the assembly actively sup-
ported the strike against the junta, as well
as previous strikes.

In an interview earlier this month, APN
leader Franz Jean said that fighting to over-
turn the KNG was not a central question,
since the removal of the junta would leave
the economic and social order unchanged.

More recently, however, in the wake of
the latest protests and the escalating gov-
ernment violence, he told us that he felt
that the main priority of the struggle had
become the removal of the KNG. He said
that the APN was participating in consulta-
tions now going on among the different
forces to try to achieve the broader unity
necessary to win this goal.

Hands off Haiti!

Were it not for the support it receives
from the U.S., Canadian, and other im-
perialist governments, the military junta
here would have been overturned long ago.
Foreign interference is costing the Haitian
people much blood and suffering.

The guns, bullets, and other military
equipment being used to kill people here
are supplied by Washington.

A U.S. embassy spokesman in Haiti ad-
mitted to the Miami Herald that Washing-
ton has supplied uniforms, communica-
tions gear, field equipment, and trucks to
the KNG. He added that training teams
“that provided instruction in civil-distur-
bance control were sent to Haiti for several
weeks.” Many Haitians have died in the
last months as a result of the army’s “civil-
disturbance control” techniques.

Bajeux emphasized to us that the U.S.
embassy is the only real supporter of the
KNG in Haiti. He said that 12 U.S. advis-
ers are working with the Haitian army.

paign of violence being carried on by
Cuban counterrevolutionaries against pro-
Castro Cubans and Cuban-Americans.

This protest took physical form on July
28 when some 200 people picketed City
Hall to protest the wrecking of Casa Cuba,
the city’s second-oldest Cuban social club,
two days before and to demand police ac-
tion.

Counterrevolutionaries had chosen July
26, the anniversary of Fidel Castro’s his-
toric attack on the Batista regime’s Mon-
cada Barracks, as the date for their attack
on Casa Cuba. Late at night, when every-
body had left the club, they broke in,
accompanied by press photographers and
TV cameramen, and made a shambles of
the place.

Earlier that evening Casa Cuba represen-
tatives had called the attention of police to
the presence outside the hall of menacing
groups connected with counterrevolution-.
ary organizations known to have engaged
in violent political acts.

The speedy and militant action of Casa
Cuba in calling a picket line at City Hall
and demanding protection and the arrest of
the hallwreckers — recognizable from the
TV-news films showing them in the act —
brought some immediate results. Within a
few days, police announced one arrest, and
when the Cuban social club held a gala
reopening party August 3, a hundred cops
were seen on duty in the vicinity.
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New blow to bilingual education

Bilingual education suffered a setback when the gover-
nor of California vetoed a bill extending the state’s bilin-
gual education program, the most extensive in the nation.

Gov. George Deukmejian’s July 24 veto means that in
Los Angeles alone, about 75,000 children who don’t
speak English as a first language will find themselves in
English-only classes. Assertedly, they will receive some
assistance from bilingual school aides.

The Deukmejian veto comes in the wake of passage of
an “English-only” referendum in last November’s vot-
ing. The referendum amended the California constitution
to declare English the official language of the state.

This was pushed through by a right-wing anti-immi-
grant outfit calling itself U.S. English. From the outset,
bilingual education was targeted in the California drive.

Nationwide, some 1.2 million children are enrolled in
bilingual programs.

The English-only drive and the parallel push to roll
back bilingual education will be given added momentum
by the immigration law adopted last fall. This legislation
is designed to increase the discrimination against immi-
grant workers and to put undocumented immigrants in
greater jeopardy, making them more vulnerable to
superexploitation.

Thirteen states and some 40 cities and counties have
adopted English-only laws. Similar ones are pending in
33 other states.

These laws are intended to curb the rights of immi-
grants — on the job, in utilizing public and social ser-
vices, and in political life.

The purpose is also to promote prejudice against immi-
grant workers, to divide the labor movement by pitting
those who speak English against those who don’t.

Gov’t forced to

A federal district court judge has ordered the govern-
ment to expunge the records resulting from an illegal
wiretap placed on the home telephone of a New York
Times reporter. The July 31 ruling is the result of a law-
suit, filed in 1976, against former president Richard
Nixon and four officials of his administration. The
wiretap was approved by then attorney general John
Mitchell.

The judge also directed the government to turn over to
the reporter, Hedrick Smith, the logs of 138 conversa-
tions monitored over 89 days from June to August 1969.
Most of the records, the judge found, had been personal
conversations between family members and friends.

Last December the U.S. Court of Appeals held that
Smith could not recover damages. But the appeals court
returned to district court Smith’s request for expunging
the records, which the lower court granted.

The issues raised in this case are similar to those in-
volved in the lawsuit filed against the government by the
Socialist Workers Party and Young Socialist Alliance in
1973. Does the government have the right to invade the
privacy or the legally protected political activity of indi-
viduals, trade unionists, Black rights activists, fighters
for women’s equality, or opponents of the government’s
policy? In doing so, does the government have the right
to use illegal and unconstitutional methods, such as mail
covers, informers, wiretaps, and black bag jobs? Does
the government have the right to maintain files obtained
illegally and to disseminate them to other government
agencies, private employers, and cop outfits at its discre-
tion?

On Aug. 25, 1986, federal Judge Thomas Griesa ruled
that the FBI’s decades-long spying and disruption opera-

The drive against bilingual education is equally reac-
tionary. Some of the more devious opponents of such
education cloak their stand with the fraudulent argument
that children will learn English better through “immer-
sion.”

This is simply a fancier version of the old “sink-or-
swim” argument, long rejected by serious educators, who
know that children learn better bilingually.

In 1974, the Supreme Court ruled the sink-or-swim ap-
proach unconstitutional, acceding to the demand for
bilingual education then being vigorously pressed by the
Chicano movement and by other oppressed nationalities.

The real problem with bilingual education in this coun-
try is that it’s shamefully inadequate.

In Los Angeles, nearly half the children seeking bilin-
gual education are getting it only in a makeshift way, due
to the acute shortage of bilingual teachers. It is these chil-
dren whose education rights are now under attack with
the Deukmejian veto.

What’s needed is a major expansion of bilingual edu-
cation and the initiation of serious bicultural programs.

Immigrant workers are now joining the labor force in
substantial numbers. To the extent that they are denied
their rights — including the elementary right to use their
own language — all working people pay a price.

This is particularly so right now, when labor is under
heavy attack. An effective response to that attack de-
mands the solidarity of all workers.

That’s why the union movement should be leading the
fight for the preservation and extension of bilingual,
bicultural education, as well as against the jingoistic
“English-only” campaign.

expunge files

tion against the SWP and YSA was unconstitutional and
illegal.

Griesa stated that a further hearing would decide the
scope of an injunction barring the government from using
material obtained by such methods. The SWP and YSA
presented the judge with their proposal, which would for-
bid any use of the files by the government.

The Justice Department and 11 other government
agencies filed affidavits arguing that barring the use of
the illegally obtained files on the SWP and YSA would
seriously hamper their work. They insist upon the need
for timely, accurate, and complete intelligence informa-
tion,

The affidavits stand in glaring contradiction to the gov-
ernment’s assertion that it ended its national security sur-
veillance of the SWP and YSA in 1976 because it was un-
warranted.

The FBI alone maintains secret files containing more
than 9 million pages on the SWP and YSA and tens of
thousands of individuals associated with these groups.
This staggering number of files has revealed only lawful,
constitutionally protected activity by the SWP and YSA.

The government’s affidavits are a serious challenge to
the rights of all working people. They are tantamount to
a declaration that the government stands above the law
and the Constitution. Attorney General Edwin Meese,
the FBI, and other cop agencies assert their right to spy
on, harass, and disrupt strikers, demonstrators, com-
munists, and all other opponents of U.S. government
policy.

The ruling in the Hedrick Smith case is an important
precedent in the fight being waged to bar the use of the
files on the SWP and YSA.

August 29 meat-packers’ rally

There are high stakes for meat-packers in the outcome
of the struggle at John Morrell & Co. packing plants in
Iowa and South Dakota. For that reason, the August 29
rally called by Sioux Falls, South Dakota, meat-packers
is a focal point for the fightback against the packinghouse
bosses.

Last March, workers at Morrell’s plant in Sioux City,
Towa, 90 miles from Sioux Falls, voted down a takeback

contract that included a $1.25-an-hour pay cut. The

unionists decided to keep working while negotiations
continued, But after Morrell arbitrarily suspended 37
workers, members of United Food and Commercial
Workers union (UFCW) Local 1142 voted to go on
strike.

The Iowa meat-packers set up pickets outside the
South Dakota Morrell plant on May 1 after negotiations
broke down.

The 2,700 members of UFCW Local 304A in South
Dakota went out on a sympathy strike. They realized that
Morrell wants to take what it can from the Iowa meat-
packers and then try to impose similar concessions on
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meat-packers in South Dakota when their contract ex-
pires in November.

Morrell quickly moved to restart production in Sioux
Falls with scabs. The cops and state troopers attacked the
picket lines. The company obtained a sweeping court in-
junction limiting picketing and mandating heavy fines
against the local’s officers if the injunction is violated.

Morrell’s assault is not unique. Meat-packers across
the country are facing similar attacks. On July 26 mem-
bers of UFCW Local 222 at IBP in Dakota City, Neb-
raska, signed a new contract ending a tough seven-month
struggle. Workers at Patrick Cudahy in Milwaukee have
been on strike since January.

The Sioux Falls meat-packers have taken the initiative
by calling the August 29 demonstration. Meat-packers
and other unionists who participate in the action and
throw their weight into the fight against Morrell will also
be advancing their own struggles against the employers’
takeback demands. If Morrell is beaten back, the fight of
all working people will be advanced.

Int’l brigades
have rich
tradition in U.S.

BY DOUG JENNESS

The specter of Ben Linder’s death continues to haunt
the ruling circles in this country.

A few weeks ago when the House of Representatives
voted to restrict travel to Nicaragua (a bill that is still
pending in the Senate), several legislators defended the
measure by arguing that it would keep the likes of Linder
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SOCIALISM

out of Nicaragua. The House action purports to bar any
travel that will militarily help the Nicaraguan govern-
ment. Linder, according to their fairy tales, was in Nica-
ragua to serve as a combatant with the Sandinistas.

More recently, when Vice-president George Bush
thought he was going to have a folksy discussion with the
residents of a small town in South Dakota, he ended up in
a debate with Ben Linder’s brother, John — a confronta-
tion that was nationally publicized in the newspapers and
on television.

The reason the Linder murder is a thistle in the craws
of big-business politicians is that Linder’s example has
struck such a deep resonance among millions of people in
this country.

In spite of the smears that Linder was a military com-
batant, most everybody knows that he was using his
skills as an engineer to help Nicaraguans in rural areas
develop hydroelectric power.

Linder’s commitment stands in refreshing contrast to
the self-seeking and cynicism that pervades so much of
U.S. society, from top evangelists to government offi-
cials. His example is a source of considerable inspiration
to many working people who have skills they would like
to put to use helping other people. There are tens of
thousands, who, if given an opportunity, would volun-
teer to go to Nicaragua and help do the kind of work Lin-
der was doing.

In fact, that was why John Linder was in South
Dakota. He, along with his sister Miriam; his parents,
David and Elisabeth; and colleagues of Ben’s are touring
the United States raising funds to help finish the project
Ben started. Their tour will help encourage thousands
more to take Ben’s place in Nicaragua.

Poverty, disease, and lack of schools — conditions im-
posed by years of imperialist oppression — are common
in many other countries, too. But they don’t attract
thousands of international volunteers. The governments
in those countries aren’t organizing projects to help
working people. Instead, they bolster the rich.

There’s a recognition, however, that volunteer aid in
Nicaragua can make a real difference — because the gov-
ernment is actively attempting to advance the interests of
working people.

Volunteers going to Nicaragua are not the first repre-
sentatives from the United States to help people who
have overthrown tyranny and are charting a course to
build a new society.

Nearly 70 years ago, U.S. workers and farmers partici-
pated in an international campaign to assist victims of
famine in the young Soviet republic established in the
former Russian empire. Hunger and pestilence were ram-
pant in 1921 in the wake of a civil war in which troops
from more than a dozen capitalist countries helped Rus-
sia’s “contras” try to overthrow the workers’ and peas-
ants’ regime established in October 1917.

In Lenin’s Unfinished Fight, a collection of V.I.
Lenin’s last writings to be published by Pathfinder in a
couple of months, there are some materials that docu-

ment the international aid campaign for Russia.

In 1921 the International Workers' Aid Society was
formed, which raised funds from the international work-
ers’ movement to help famine victims. In 1922 it sent
machines and tools to Russia, along with teams of work-
ers and farmers to help provide skills to a war-torn econ-
omy that suffered from the legacy of semifeudal land re-
lations and Tsarist tyranny.

One such team was made up of 10 farmers from the
United States. Bringing with them 20 tractors, imple-
ments, and tools for a machine shop, they demonstrated
U.S. farmers’ techniques by plowing thousands of acres
on a large state-owned farm near Perm.

In a letter written in December 1922 praising the work
of the U.S. tractor team, Lenin wrote, “The work of eco-
nomic assistance, so happily begun by the International
Workers’ Aid to Soviet Russia, should be supported in
every possible way by the workers and toilers of the
whole world. Side by side with the continuing strong po-
litical pressure on the governments of the bourgeois
countries over the demand for recognition of the Soviet
government, widespread economic aid by the world pro-
letariat is at present the best and most practical support of
Soviet Russia in her difficult economic war against the
imperialist concerns and the best support for her work of
building a socialist economy.”

These words ring true today for Nicaragua as it at-
tempts to reconstruct its economy and make social ad-
vances in the face of Washington’s dirty contra war.



The miners’ battle against Massey Coal Company

Mine War on Blackberry Creek. Directed by Anne
Johnson. Produced and distributed by Appalshop
Films.
BY DOUG HORD
Although the title is a bit of an exaggeration, Mine War
on Blackberry Creek is a video worth checking out.
The video documents the 198485 strike at A.T. Mas-
sey Coal Co. mines in southern West Virginia and east-
em Kentucky. At the end of 30 minutes, the viewer has a

VIDEO REVIEW

sense of the battle that unfolded. On one side stood the
United Mine Workers of America (UMWA) and its com-
munity supporters. On the other stood Massey, its private
army of thugs, the courts, and the cops.

Working people will quickly focus on the miners and
their supporters in the community, who for generations
have been living under the economic and political domi-
nation of the coal operators.

Several things stand out. First, the clear class point of
view expressed by Don Blankenship, Massey’s point
man in the area. Blankenship argues that Massey was re-
sponding to the dictates of “capitalism” when it attacked
the union. Because of stiff competition, the company had

to find ways of increasing profits.

“The union and the communities are just going to have
to accept it,” Blankenship says.

He proudly explains that Massey’s union-busting tac-
tics can serve as an example for all West Virginia coal
companies.

The importance of internationalism in workers’ strug-
gles against the employers and the government also
comes through. The video includes footage of living and
working conditions for Blacks in South Africa. During
the Massey strike, the UMWA exposed the company’s
ties to the hated South African apartheid regime. These
exposures helped strengthen the resolve of UMWA mem-
bers to fight and threw Massey on the defensive.

Finally, Mine War on Blackberry Creek has a certain
inconclusiveness that distinguishes it from other films
about the UMWA such as Harlan County USA. In that
film, the struggle for union recognition at the Brookside
mine in Kentucky was fought to a successful conclusion.

In the closing moments of Mine War, Jim Reid, pres-
ident of the UMWA local at the Sprouse Creek process-
ing plant, where most of the footage was taken, says the
miners “chose, at the request of [UMWA] President
Richard Trumka, to go back to work unconditionally.”

“Eventually,” Reid says, “we’re going to win, but it’s
a terrible thing to be working side by side with scabs.”

He is referring to the fact that the UMW A International
called off the strike in December 1985 after the National
Labor Relations Board overturned Massey’s claim that
each of its affiliates was a single employer that would
have to be bargained with separately.

Many union activists, however, were prevented by
Massey from returning to their jobs. And the Supreme
Court recently upheld the company’s claim that the 1984
coal contract does not apply to all of its affiliated hold-
ings.

Now, two and half years later, the union finds itself
back to square one.

Reviewing the lessons of the Massey fight will prove
useful to miners and others in the labor movement.

Some miners interviewed in the video think the union
should have mobilized to shut down Massey’s entire op-
eration during the strike. An old-timer says, “If it takes
20,000 men, send ’em.”

“Don’t let anybody ever tell you you can’t shut some-
thing down if you go about it right,” a disabled Black
miner explains.

Copies of the video can be rented or purchased by call-
ing Appalshop Films at (606) 633-0108.

Doug Hord is a member of the American Flint Glass
Workers Union Local 5 in Clarksburg, West Virginia.
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The other side

Thanks for reporting and keep-
ing me informed on curmrent
events. Also for printing the other
side of the fence that is not re-
ported in our newspapers, such as
union issues, Nicaragua, South
Korea, and our struggle at
McDonnell Douglas.

M.P. Reed

Chairman,

United Auto Workers at
McDonnell Douglas
Long Beach, California

Bork nomination

The July 17 Militant article by
Fred Feldman, “Will Bork nomi-
nation spell end to rights?” exem-
plifies - the- unrealistic and naive
view most citizens have of the
courts. Feldman’s belittling the
importance of the “swing vote” at-
tempts to overlook its crucial im-
pact on the ruling in question.
Quite simply, it often determines
the “yea” or “nay” of the decision.

Feldman also misinterprets the
power and the purpose of the Su-
preme Court. While it is true that
“rights are not gifts from benevo-
lent judges,” these same judges
have it within their power to deter-
mine exactly what rights we have.
The judicial branch has the author-
ity to “interpret” the Constitution,
amendments, even state law. The
Supreme Court did not merely “at-
tack” our right to be free of exces-
sive bail, it actually deleted that
half of the Eighth Amendment.

Democratic rights and prior
case law are extremely fragile
under the crushing blows of the
court, and can and have been com-
pletely obliterated. Attaching
“overruled” or “reverse” to an
opinion justifies the nullification
of established rights.

As long as courts, especially the
Supreme Court, continue to legis-
late instead of adjudicate, our
rights will not only erode, but van-
ish. If the “swing vote” determines
a ruling that would outlaw abor-
tion rights, for example, I am baf-
fled how Feldman can conclude
that it “will count for very little.”
America, get wise.

A prisoner
Lovelady, Texas

Larry Davis

Many of us are quite familiar
with the story of Larry Davis. For
those of us who are not, the fol-
lowing is a brief recap of the inci-
dent leading to Davis’ current in-
carceration.

On Nov. 19, 1986, New York
City police officers received a tip
on a suspect connected with the

murders of four drug dealers in the
Longwood section of the South
Bronx. At around 8:26 p.m. a cor-
don of 27 officers arrived at the
home of Regina Lewis, a sister of
the suspect. Twelve of the officers
entered the apartment building,
while the other 15 positioned them-
selves around the building.

Six of the officers were admitted
into the apartment by the suspect’s
sister. Apparently, the suspect was
in aback room. The suspect opened
fire on the officers, wounding all
six. He then fled through arear win-
dow of the apartment next door.

A citywide manhunt was
launched to seize the suspect.
Nineteen days after the incident,
the suspect was seized in a Bronx
apartment.

Presently, Larry Davis is in-
carcerated at Rikers Island, a New
York City prison, where he con-
tends that his life is in grave
danger.

A series of events have left him
with fractures to the skull, a bro-
ken wrist, a torn finger ligament,
confinement for lengthy periods of
time, a broken toe, and, most re-
cently, a broken nose suffered dur-
ing a scuffle with an officer of the
prison. In fact, Davis is being
charged with attempted murder
with a deadly ballpoint pen for the
incident with a prison officer.

It’s hard to say just exactly what
is happening in this case. How-
ever, the inequalities in the legal
system are what concern me the
most. Why is it that Davis’ claims
haven’t been taken seriously?

- Why is it that the media hasn’t

picked up on these claims?

Davis has attempted, with no
success, to have his charges
against the New York City Police
Department brought to trial. He
believes his incoming mail and
outgoing phone calls are censored.
Why are they treating him in this
fashion?

I encourage the forming of sup-
port groups to attend the hearings
when they start on August 24 at
the Bronx Supreme Court, to rally
on Davis’ behalf. Let’s not let
another brother down. Write and
organize.

Adrienne Warden
New York, New York

Pakistan

I'm enjoying the Militant, but
have one complaint. There isn’t
much about my country, Pakistan,
nor about neighboring countries
such as India and Afghanistan, nor
about the role of the USSR, the
Iran-Iraq war, and the role of the
superpowers in that war.

CAN SEE, KEEP
THE DOoR
OPEN FOR
NEGOTIATIONS

I hope I'll see something about
this in the coming issues.
Talat Afroze
Birmingham, Alabama

Economics

Enjoy very much the history
contained in many articles con-
cerning various countries. I won-
der if information on basic econ-
omy or economics is forthcoming.
J.P.
Baldwin, New York

Real news

I am now out of touch with the
real news of the world due to the
fact that my subscription to the
Militant has expired. It would be
appreciated if you could renew my
sub so I can once again be in con-
tact with the truth of the world.

A prisoner
Lovelady, Texas

Merle Woo

In the latest of a series of actions
against University of California,
Berkeley Visiting Lecturer Merle
Woo, an associate dean of the
Graduate Division ruled that Woo
had “not made a significant case to
support the complaints” brought in
her grievance petition.

The grievance charged that UC
treated Woo, a socialist feminist
and lesbian, in “an arbitrary, capri-
cious, and unreasonable manner.”

When Woo won a discrimination
case against UC in 1984, the uni-
versity retaliated by violating her
settlement agreement and refused
to consider her for reappointment.

In her first case, Woo charged
the University with discrimination
based on race, sex, sexuality, and
political ideology and violation of
her First Amendment rights. In a
second case, Woo charged the uni-
versity with continuing retaliation
based on filing those charges of
discrimination.

Woo was one of just a few
educators teaching in the field of
English as a second language and
bilingual education. In spite of this
fact, the associate dean decided
that Woo's skills were not needed
in any program in education, and
therefore there was no post for
which she could be reviewed for
appointment.

Woo, her union, and the Merle
Woo Defense Committee intend to
continue the grievance to the final
step, a hearing with an outside ar-
bitrator. Roz Spafford, a union of-
ficial and Woo’s representative,
states, “Among the many impor-
tant reasons the union supports
Ms. Woo’s case is that we must in-
sist the university deal in good
faith with its employees and keep
its agreements. If the university
can get away with violating its set-
tlement agreement with Merle
Woo, our whole contract agree-

Barricada/Réger

ment, which covers 2,500 lectur-
ers, is in jeopardy.”

For more information on how
you can help, write to the Merle
Woo Defense Committee, 5121

Miles Ave., Oakland, Calif.
94618.
Nancy Reiko Kato

Merle Woo Defense Committee

Correction

In last week’s International
Socialist Review supplement to the
Militant, featuring a speech by
Fidel Castro, we ran a footnote
that incorrectly identified Carlos
Manuel de Céspedes, whom Cas-
tro referred to in his speech.

Céspedes was a leader of the
first Cuban war of independence,
which began in 1868 and was
known as the Ten Years” War. He
was killed in the fighting. The
Militant’s footnote mistakenly re-
ferred to his son, who was also
named - Carlos Manuel de Cés-
pedes and who fought in the revo-
lution of 1895 and the Spanish-
American War.

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on sub-
jects of general interest to our
readers. Please keep your letters
brief. Where necessary they will
be abridged. Please indicate if
you prefer that your initials be
used rather than your full name.
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Coal and oil unions discuss merger
Possibility opens for ranks to forge solid fighting alliance

BY JOEL BRITTON

LOS ANGELES — The July—August
OCAW Reporter announced that the Oil,
Chemical and Atomic Workers and the
United Mine Workers of America “will en-
gage in exploratory merger talks.”

Following the mine workers’ union lead,
OCAW President Joseph Misbrener rec-
ommended that a four-person “special
merger exploratory committee” be ap-
pointed by the union’s executive board to
engage in the talks and that it be made up of
OCAW  Secretary-Treasurer  Michael
Ricigliano, Assistant to the President Dean
Alexander, OCAW general counsel John
McKendree, and District 2 Executive
Board member Rex Donohue, who is also
secretary-treasurer of the Bacchus, Utah,
OCAW Local 2-591.

The board unanimously approved the es-
tablishment of the committee, says the Re-
porter. United Mine Workers President
Richard Trumka has also appointed a five-
member UMWA merger committee.

Last fall a special UMWA convention
adopted a report that proposed close
UMWA-OCAW collective bargaining
cooperation on the coal and oil contracts
that replace those expiring Jan. 31, 1988.
Many coal mines are now owned by oil and
chemical companies with which the
OCAW bargains. The Mine Workers dele-
gates were determined not to retreat from
their “no concessions” stand in the 1984
contract round with the Bituminous Coal
Operators Association. The UMWA is the
only U.S. union to effectively stand up to
the intense takeback drive of the employers
and their government in the past decade. A
recent round of UMWA strikes in western

coalfields have registered victories against
companies, including Pittsburg & Mid-

Aug. 30 actions to demand

way, a Chevron oil subsidiary.

At last fall's UMWA convention, the
miners decided to pursue “affiliation or
merger with an existing labor organiza-
tion” and heard greetings from OCAW'’s
Misbrener. The delegates authorized the
UMWA International Executive Board “to
approve any affiliation or merger ... so
long as such action preserves the character
and integrity of the union and is in the best
interests of the organization. Any such IEB
action shall insure that the democratic
rights of all UMW A members as heretofore
practiced shall be preserved.”

The traditional militancy of the miners,
and the hard-won conquests of the 1970s
for democratic rights within the union, are
the envy of other unionists and are jeal-
ously guarded by the UMWA ranks. Min-
ers have the right to read, discuss, and vote
on proposed contracts. Through their health
and safety committees they have a contrac-
tual right to stop production in a mine and
order the withdrawal of miners to safety
when a committee determines “an immi-
nent danger exists.”

The UMWA has blocked company de-
mands for two-tier wage structures and the
introduction of probationary periods for
new hires.

0il and chemical workers will welcome
the discussion now opening up in OCAW
on how to forge a solid fighting alliance
and possible merger of the unions in these
closely related industries. OCAW mem-
bers from Salt Lake City—area oil refineries
recently joined with coal miners from the
Price, Utah, and other western coalfields
to exchange experiences and talk about
common health and safety concemns.

Women oil workers attending the Coal
Employment Project conference in Bir-

Justice for Puerto Ricans

BY SAM MANUEL

A “National March to Demand Justice
and Civil Rights for Puerto Rican Political
Prisoners” has been set for August 30 in
Hartford, Connecticut. The march will as-
semble at Park and Zion streets at 10 a.m.
and proceed to a rally at Betances Park at
Main and Park streets. Rallies will also be
held in San Francisco and Sau Juan, Puerto
Rico.

The actions will mark the second an-
niversary of the Aug. 30, 1985, raid in
Puerto Rico carried out by more than 200
FBI agents from the United States. Armed
with automatic weapons, they invaded 37
homes and offices of Puerto Rican inde-
pendence activists.

The raids served to demonstrate once
again the colonial status of Puerto Rico.
When Puerto Rico’s Gov. Rafael Hernéan-
dez Colén complained that neither he nor
any member of his government were in-
formed about the raid, the FBI responded,
“When we have an order from a federal
magistrate to raid a house we never consult
the governor.”

Thirteen people were arrested that day,
11 of them in Puerto Rico. Three more
have been arrested since, including an at-
torney from the United States. They are
charged with participation in a $7 million
robbery of a Connecticut Wells Fargo
depot in 1983, and with being members of
a group called the Macheteros — meaning
the machete wielders.

Though most were arrested in Puerto
Rico, they have been brought to Hartford
for trial. The march will support the prison-
ers demand that the trial be moved to
Puerto Rico as part of their constitutional
right to a jury of their peers.
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The march will also demand that the Bail
Reform Act of 1984 be struck down. Two
of those arrested, Enrique Segarra Palmer,
and Filiberto Ojeda Rios, remain impris-
oned in a Hartford jail under the “preventa-
tive detention” provisions of that act. This
measure allows the courts to deny bail to
anyone deemed “dangerous.”

Pretrial hearings have revealed wide-
spread violations of the constitutional
rights of the independence activists by the
FBI and other police authorities.

The August 30 actions are being or-
ganized by the Puerto Rican Committee
Against Repression. The committee was
organized to win political and financial
support for the prisoners. The action was
also backed by the National Congress of
Puerto Rican Rights at its last convention,
held in Hartford.

. Committees have been set up in'15 cities
in the United States to build for the march.

In addition to growing support in the
United States and Puerto Rico, the case of
the Hartford 16 is receiving significant in-
ternational attention. A conference of for-
eign ministers of the Movement of Non-
aligned Countries held earlier this year in
Guyana expressed “concern at reports per-
taining to the imprisonment of Puerto
Rican patriots in the United States.”

The San Francisco rally will be held at
the Women’s Building, 3543 18th Street. It
will feature Elias Castro Ramos, one of the
Hartford 16 defendants.

For more information on the August 30
march and rallies contact the Puerto Rican
Committee Against Repression, 577 Co-
lumbus Ave., New York, N.Y. 10024 or
call (212) 927-9065.
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mingham, Alabama, in June met and
talked with many coal miners, including
Navajo women fresh from their successful
strike against Pittsburg & Midway in New
Mexico.

UMWA President Trumka told the
OCAW women at the CEP conference of
his recent report to OCAW’s northeastern
states District 8 council. He related his sev-
eral hours of friendly discussion with coun-
cil delegates and told the women oil work-
ers that he was looking forward to attend-
ing the National Oil Bargaining conference
this fall. Delegates from OCAW and other
union locals that bargain for some 45,000
oil workers will discuss contract demands

UMWA rally in Hayden, Colorado, on July 25. Many coal mines are owned by large

and strategy and will hear a report by
Trumka.

The OCAW Reporter announces the Oil
Bargaining Conference in its page 2 calen-
dar of union activities and reports that it
will be held September 28—30 in Denver at
the Radisson Hotel. Rank-and-file OCAW
and UMWA members could advance the
prospects for a solid fighting alliance and
the closest possible unity in action by their
unions by joining together for a deeper dis-
cussion at this conference.

Joel Britton is an operator at the Chevron
refinery in El Segundo, California, andisa’
member of OCAW Local 1-547.

oil companies. Miners’ and oil workers’ unions both have contracts with these com-

panies that expire on Jan. 31, 1988.

Colo. rally backs striking miners

BY MARY GREY

HAYDEN, Colo. — Some 500 people
participated in a coal miners’ “unity rally”
at the Routt County Fairgrounds here July
25.

Called by seven coal locals in this area,
the event celebrated the recent contract vic-
tories at Pittsburg and Midway (P&M)
and Peabody mines in western Colorado.
They also helped marshal support for min-
ers on strike at Colorado Yampa Coal Co.
near here and at Wyoming Coal outside
Trinidad, Colorado.

At Yampa Coal, the 45 members of
United Mine Workers of America
(UMWA) Local 1344 have been on strike
since April 22.

Yampa Coal recently offered to drop its
demand for eliminating seniority but in-
sisted that scabs hired since the beginning
of the strike could keep their jobs. The
company also refused to back off of its fir-
ing of five UMWA members. Members of
Local 1344 did not consider this a serious
offer.

Rail workers and electrical workers from
local power plants joined miners and their
families at the rally. Farmers from the area
donated the beef, lamb, and pork for the
barbecue.

Throughout the day, miners exchanged
stories and discussed their experiences dur-
ing the western strikes.

UMWA members from Peabody’s
Seneca mine proudly wore their new shirts,

which said, “UMWA Local 1385. Strike of
‘87. ‘Hell no, we won’t forget.”

Women from Gallup, New Mexico,
shared photographs of their battle with
P&M and sold “UMW A-Navajoland-Gal-
lup” T- shirts.

UMWA International Vice-president
Cecil Roberts and Secretary-treasurer John
Banovic spoke at the rally.

“We held together in solidarity and
unity,” Roberts said, “and won. The
brothers and sisters at Peabody and P&M
won, but we won’t rest until all our
brothers and sisters have a UMWA con-
tract at Colorado Yampa and Wyoming
Coal in Trinidad.”

Read miners’ paper

Oil and chemical workers and
other unionists will find the June
issue of the United Mine Workers
Journal of special interest.

A seven-page section on “Western
Victories” highlights the recent coal
miners’ strikes against Pittsburg &
Midway, Peabody, and FMC.

Individuals may subscribe to the
Journal for $10 a year. Write to
UMW  Journal  Subscriptions,
UMWA Data Edit Dept., 900 15th
St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20005.






