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House . votes to · restrict 
travel to Nicaragua 

In a little-noticed move, the House of 
Representatives voted June 23 to restrict 
travel to Nicaragua. If approved by the 
Senate the measure would go to the presi
dent to be signed into law. 

The House action, approved by a vote of 
212 to 201, purports to bar any travel that is 

EDITORIAL 
"for the purpose of helping military opera
tions of the Sandinista government." 

But this is a transparent fraud. With such 
a law .in place, helping the Nicaraguan 
people harvest food would be interpreted as 
aiding Sandinista military operations. So 
would other efforts to help develop the 
Nicaraguan economy. 

Moreover, if the measure became law, it 
would open the door for a total ban on 
travel to Nicaragua, like is currently in 
place against Cuba. 

Introduced by Robert Walker (R-Pa.) as 
an amendment to a State Department ap
propriation bill, the initial version of the 
measure would have barred travel "for the 
purpose of performing services or provid
ing other assistance" for the government of 
Nicaragua. 

This shows its true purpose: to stop the 
tens of thousands of people who have vis
ited Nicaragua - and are favorably im
pressed- from learning and spreading the 
truth about the Sandinista revolution. 

To facilitate passage of the amendment, 
however, Rep. Robert Smith (R-N.H.) 
modified it to read, "for the purpose of 
helping military ·operations" of the San
dinista government. The amendment was 
passed as changed. 

Smith crookedly asserted that his ver
sion of the amendment was not aimed at 
those who go to Nicaragua to help harvest 
crops, teach people to read, or assist in 
health projects. 

But in the very same breath, Smith made 
clear that the measure is intended to coun
ter the impact in this country of the death of 
Ben Linder in Nicaragua. Murdered by the 
contras April 28 while working on a rural 
electrification project, Linder's example 
has inspired others to join work brigades in 
Nicaragua. 

"Under my amendment," Smith de
clared on the House floor, ~'Linder would 
not go back." 

Dipping into his mud bucket, Smith 
added, "He may have gone down there to 
build a dam, but he was armed with a 
Soviet-made weapon. Do you need a 

Soviet weapon to build a dam?" 
Linder was assassinated by the contras, 

who put a gun to his head as he lay 
wounded. 

Walker added to the smear: "Linderwa~ 
armed. He had Sandinista uniforms in his 
locker in the village. He became a combat
ant on the side of the Sandinistas." 

Commenting on the House action, 
David Linder, father of the slain young en
gineer, said, "The contras consider schools, 
hospitals, and power stations military 
targets. Now the House is supporting the ex-

ecutive branch's policy of using the contra 
forces to destroy all progress in Nicaragua." 

Linder added: "The House resolution is 
telling the American people that they too 
will be targeted if they interfere with the at
tempted onslaught against the Sandinista 
government." 

In arguing for the House bill, Smith also 
asserted, "It's against the law to help the 
contras. It should be against the law to help 
the Sandinistas." 

Despite the patent illegality of organiz
Continued on Page 14 

Caribbean labor meeting 
discusses need for unity 

Mlllltatltl:')am Manuel 
· Contingent of National Union of Government and Federated Workers at Labor Day 

march June 19 in Fyzabad, Trinidad and Tobago. March protested escalating at
tacks on workers. 

BY WENDY LYONS 
AND ART YOUNG 

SAN FERNANDO, Trinidad and To
bago- The broadest meeting of the Carib~ 
bean labor movement in many years took 
place here June 22-24. It marked an impor
tant step forward in building labor solidar
ity in the region. 

Forty-five delegates from 17 countries 
of the region attended the Fifth Trade 
Union Conference on Unity and Solidarity 

of the Caribbean Workers. Some 70 obser
vers, including trade unionists from North 
and South America and Europe, were also 
present. 

The meeting was hosted by the Council 
of Progressive Trade Unions (CPTU) of 
Trinidad and Tobago. The CPTU includes 
a number of the country's most important 
trade unions. 

Ortega agrees to attend 
Central America summit 

The central purpose of the conference 
was to exchange information and discuss 
common goals. The bulk of the three-day 
meeting was devoted to presentations by 
unionists from different countries describ~ 
ing the problems workers face. In the clos
ing session delegates unanimously adopted 
a final declaration. 

A democratic atmosphere prevailed as 
delegates and observers exchanged infor
mation and views, circulated literature, 
and made arrangements to maintain con
tact. 

BY CINDY JAQUITH 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua- Following a 

meeting June 24 with the president of 
Panama, Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega announced that he will attend an 

. August 6-7 · meeting with the four other 
presidents of Central American countries. 

The August · 6-7 gathering had been 
originally scheduled for June 25-26. It was 
postponed when Washington pressured the 
governments of El Salvador, Honduras, 
Guatemala, and Costa Rica to delay the 
meeting. 

W ashitigton was concerned in particular 
with a proposal Costa Rican President 
Oscar Arias planned to . raise, which in-

eluded ending U.S . aid to the contras at
tacking Nicaragua. 

The Nicaraguan government protested 
the U .S. interference. On June 17 Presi
dent Ortega declared that Nicaragua "will 
not participate in any of the meetings" 
being proposed as substitutes for the origi
nal June 25-26 gathering. 

However, after meeting with Panama
nian President Eric Arturo Delvalle, 
Ortega held a news conference in Panama 
City to announce that be would bC at the 
August meeting. 

Ortega told reporters, "After talking 
· C..._..oaPap18 

Workers and farmers in the Caribbean 
are suffering severely from the effects of 
the capitalist economic crisis. 

Delegate after delegate described how 
the local and foreign capitalists were mak
ing working people pay for the crisis. 
There are massive layoffs and plant clo
sures, hard-won social programs are being 
eliminated, and harsh restrictions are being 
imposed on union and democratic rights. 
The process is similar to what is happening 
in North America, except that imperialist 
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Women 
• m1ners 

discuss 
contract 
BY NORTON SANDLER 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - The pending 
contract negotiations between the United 
Mine Workers of America (UMWA) and 
the coal operators was much on the minds 
of those attending the June 26-28 Coal 
Employment Project (CEP) conference 
here. 

Aiding the contract discussion were 
seven conference participants who had just 
gone through hard-fought strikes in the 
Western coalfields. 

Most of the 200 who attended at least 
one conference session . were working or 
laid-off women miners. The main plenary 
session where UMW A President Richard 
Trumka gave a keynote talk was attended 
by 140. 

Wom,en miners came from Arizona, 
New Mexico, Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, 
Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky, Indiana, 
Alabama, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and 
West Virginia. 

About 30 male miners came, many from 
the same UMW A locals as women who are 
CEP activists . 

Three members of the Oil, Chemical, 
and Atomic Workers Union (OCA W) also 
attended. 

In his keynote talk, Trumka said the 
union would place a high priority on the 
1988 elections so "the White House could 
again be restored to the American people." 
He also urged union members to oppose 
the Reagan administration's appointment 
of Dorothy Strunk to head the Mine Safety 
and Health Administration. 

Contract fight 
Trumka noted that in 1984, "for the first 

time in recent UMWA history," the union 
won a "no concessions" contract without a 
strike. 

The contract between the UMW A and 
the Bituminous Coal Operators Associa
tion (BCOA) expires January 31, 1988. 

"Hopefully," Trumka said, "we can do it 
the way we did in 1984 through good faith 
negotiations without a prolonged cessation 
of work. But if the West is any indication 
of how they plan to negotiate in the upcom
ing months, we also have to be prepared 
for othe( ;Uternatives." 

UMW A members were forced on strike 
at 10 western mines this spring. On several 
occasions in the main sessions and in work
shops, Eileen Lopez, Lorraine Gleason, 
Evelyn Luna, Eloise Watchman, and Ted 
Twite described their experiences in strikes 
at mines on the Navajo reservation in New 
Mexico and Arizona. -

Lopez and Twite are members of 
UMW A Local 1332 at Pittsburg and Mid- , 
way's (P&M) mine near Gallup, New 
Mexico. Gleason and Watchman are mem
bers of the women's auxiliary that was 
formed there during the strike. Luna is a 
member of UMW A Local1924 at Peabody 
Coal's Kayenta mine near Kayenta, 
Arizona. All except Twite are Navajo. 

Thirty-five people crowded into a room 
to hear a special presentation entitled 
"Navajo women tell how UMW A beat 
Chevron." P&M is owned by Chevron Oil 
Co. 

The 75-day strike at P&M began Feb
ruary 20. The company tried to use high 
unemployment on the Navajo .reservation 
to force the miners to accept major 
takebacks. 

Watchman explained that 400 miners 
and their supporters marched to the offices 
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Women miners meet · 
Continued froni front page 
of Navajo Tribal Chairman Peter Mac
Donald in Window Rock, Arizona, after 
P&M began bringing scabs into the mine. 
That mobilization helped convince the 
company to return to the bargaining table 
and the strike was settled a few days later. 

Also describing their experiences during 
recenf strikes were Wyoming UMW A 
members SandraMoronez and Pat Taylor. 

Two workshops were held on "UMW A 
issues in '80s" with much of the discussion 
focusing on what shape the union is in for 
the pending contract fight. 

Steve Webber, International Executive 
Board member from District 31 said, "the 
'80s had been a trying time for our union 
and all labor organizations," 

"The time just wasn't right for contract 
negotiations," he added. · 

Pointing to struggles by meat-packers in 
the Midwest, and the recently victorious 
strike by Teamsters at Norcal Frozen Foods 
in Watsonville, California, Alabama miner 
John Hawkins said the UMW A is not the 
only union standing up to the employers 
today. "This," Hawkins said, "means min
ers are not as isolated as we were during the 
1977-78 and 1981 strikes." 

Webber reported that the UMW A offi
cers have been conducting merger and af
filiation discussions with other unions. 
Delegates to the union's special convention 
last fall approved the leadef8hip' s request 
to begin those discussions. . 

Many mines are owned by the large oil 
companies. The OCA W, one of the unions 
involved in the merger discussions, also 
has contracts with the oil companies that 
expire early next year. 

Noting that th~ UMW A is the only union 
that hasn't taken concessions in the '80s, 
Houston OCA W member Joanne 
Kuniansky said, "More and more oil work
ers are thinking about fighting this time." 
She said the conference had provided "a 
good opportunity" for oil workers to talk to 
UMW A members about the potential for 
waging a common fight against the oil 
companies. 

Role ofCEP 
Since 1973, when the first woman was 

hired in the mines, 3,871 women have 
worked underground. Founded in 1977, 
the CEP has filed a number of lawsuits that 
have helped women get and maintain jobs 
in the mines. 

Annual CEP conferences have been a 
place where women miners could get to
gether to address their common problems. 
For a number of years, the UMWA Inter
national has been endorsing and participat
ing actively in the conferences. 

Though women comprise from l to 2 
percent of the UMW A membership, they 
are playing an increasingly active role in 
the union. Trumka reported that 20 women 
were delegates to last year's UMWA con
vention. Several conference participants 
are officers in their locals. Carol Davis 
from Pennsylvania and Norma Jefferson 
from West Virginia, who head up mine 

safety committees, helped lead the confer
ence workshop on health and safety. 

Discriminatory layoffs 
According to figures distributed by the 

CEP, 646 miners were hired nationwide in 
1985 and 1986. Forty-six were women. 

Thousands of miners have been laid off 
in recent years. Because the coal com
panies refused to hire women for so long, 
most have relatively little seniority and are 
often among the first laid off. Estimates on 
the number of women currently working 
underground range from 2,000 to I ,000. 

In a workshop on "Life After Layoff," 
Georgene Sacchini, a recently laid-off 
Pennsylvania miner who is now a member 
of the CEP staff, detailed the various fed
eral and state agencies that provide assist
ance and retraining to laid-off workers. 

Discussion was raised in a couple of 
workshops about the importance of women 
miners and the CEP trying to convince the 
UMW A as a whole that a fight should be 
waged against discriminatory layoffs by 
the coal companies. 

In the final session, Pennsylvania miner 
Kipp Dawson said maintaining women in 
the mines posed "the biggest challenge the 
CEPhas ever had." 

"Seniority is our union's tool," she said, 
"and we should modify it and strengthen it 
so that the percentage of women in the 
mines does not go down." 

Several speakers quickly objected to 
Dawson's comments. CEP leader Cosby 
Totten said, "I am 100 percent against 
changing seniority." 

"Women have worked so hard for accep
tance, we can't let this seniority thing come 
into play," another woman said. 

A male miner said, "This is a form of re
verse discrimination. If you want to alien
ate your group from the men, there' s no 
faster way to do it." 

' For several years, the CEP has been 
backing legislation that would allow a par
ent to take time off from work before or 

Militant/Norton Sandler 
UMW A President Richard Trumka with Eileen Lopez, Lorraine Gleason, Eloise 
Watchman, and CEP Director Betty Jean Hall. Lopez, Gleason, and Watchman par
ticipated in recent strike against P&M Coal on Navajo reservation in New Mexico. 

after child birth or because of family ill
ness. 

In his talk Trumka praised the owner of 
Drummond Coal Co. for recently agreeing 
to establish a "pilot" parental leave project. 
The conference passed a resolution prais
ing Drummond Coal. 

A second keynote speaker, University of 
Delaware professor Jean Pfaelzer, also ad
dressed most of her comments to the paren
tal leave legislation pending in congress. 

During the discussion around parental 
leave, West Virginia miner Kathy Mickells 
received applause when she said one of the 
biggest problems women miners face is the 
lack of 24-hour child care. "This," Mic
kells said, "forces many women to miss or 
be late for work and often makes it difficult 
for them to participate in union activity." 
She urged the CEP and the UMW A to put 
more effort into the fight to win adequate 
child care. 

Four activists from Britain's Women 
Against Pit Closures (WAPC) attended last 

year's conference in Paintsville, Kentucky. 
A member of that delegation, Betty Cook, 
was able to return for this year's confer
ence. 

In the "International Visits" workshop, 
miners Bobbi Owens and Gene Byrge re
ported on their recent trip to Britain and 
June Rostan showed slides of her trip to 
Ecuador. 

A special panel featured presentations 
by Gwen Wolfe and Mary Littler on the 
labor movement in the. Canadian province 
of Nova Scotia, and from W APC activist 
Cook. · 

South African Nomonde Ngubo, who is 
a member of the UMW A International 
staff, described the effects of apartheid on 
South Africa' s Black majority. 

A solidarity message was read to the 
conference from Susan Cueva, a represen
tative of the Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU
May 1 Movement) and the Miners Union 
of the Philippines. 

Talks with subscribers boost renewals 
BY JIM WHITE 

Fifty-two Militant subscription renewals 
came in during the second week of the 
summer renewal drive, bringing the total to 
95. It is still early, but the response is 
steady as Militant supporters around the 
country make plans to carry out the drive 
following the July 4 weekend. 

Most of the introductory subscriptions 
sold during the spring drive will be running 
out during July and August. Consequently, 
the majority of the renewals coming in now 
are from readers who have been subscrib
ing for a longer period of time. Readers 
who have been getting the Militant for a 
while make it easy on the business office: 
they have been renewing on one of the first 
letters they receive and it is usually for six 
months or longer. 

But whether it's an oldctime subscriber 

or a new subscriber, the best technique for 
convincing a reader to renew is person-to
person discussion. 

Supporters of the Militant in Newark, 
New Jersey, have already begun doing 
this. They are phoning and setting up visits 
to subscribers in the area. 

Shirley Pefia, who is~oordinating the ef
fort, says the initial response has been 
good. "We found interest in more than the 
paper. A lot of people are also interested in 
the socialist educational weekend we are 
helping to build in New York in July. And 
we are getting support for our fight to have 
literature tables in Newark." 

Over the spring, the Newark police sys
tematically harassed and shut down tables 
set up on the streets by subscription teams, 
a clear violation of First Amendment 

rights. The fight against cop harassment 
has been taken up by the American Civil 
Liberties Union and is winning support 
among activists in the city. 

One way of carrying on the fight is to 
continue to sell the paper. Pefia says, "The 
plan is to get teams together every Saturday 
after the holiday weekend. We will go out 
in Newark and surrounding cities. We'll 
also be organizing teams that phone asking 
for renewals, both on Saturday and on 
weekday evenings. 

"A particular focus will be to talk to co
workers who bought subscriptions on the 
job. We had a lot of success selling sub
scriptions to them during the spring drive. 
We won new readers in the plants where 
we work by talking to people about poli
tics. Our job now is to continue." 
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Fanners, auto workers turn out for Linders 
BY JEFF POWERS 

KANSAS CITY, Mo.- An audience of 
20 farmers and their families in Chil
licothe, MisSouri, listened intently as John 
Linder spoke. He is the brother of Ben Lin
der, the U.S. engineer who was mtmlered 
by contras while working as a volunteer in 
Nicaragua. 

"Following the death of my brother, my 
fanuly and I were not sure what we should 
do. But since it was a policy that killed my 
brother, a policy of the United States gov
ernment, we decided the best way to honor 
Ben's life was to go all over this country to 
fight that policy." 

Linder told the farmers that since Ben's 
death the number of U.S. citizens volun
teering to work in Nicaragua had doubled. 
"I believe the American people truly are 
the people of Ben Linder, not of Ronald 
Reagan." 

John Linder was on tour in this area June 
24-29. During his stay .he spoke to hun
dreds of workers, farmers, students, and 
antiwar activists. In addition to the meeting 
in Chillicothe, community meetings were 
organized in Columbus and Kansas City, 
Missouri, and Lawrence and Wichita, 
Kansas. The meeting in Wichita drew 125 
people and the meeting in Kansas City 
drew more than 150. 

the organizers expect." Over the course of 
the tour here more than $2,500 wa8 col
lected for the Ben Linder Memorial Fund, 
which aims to complete the electrical 
power project Ben was working on in 
northern Nicaragua when he was killed. 

BY BOB BRUNEAU 
AND PETER VERNER 

DENVER - Miriam Linder, sister of 
Ben Linder, visited this area with John Lin
der from June 21-23. Representatives of 
the American Friends Service Committee, 
Boulder Committee in Solidarity with the 
People of El Salvador, Boulder-Jalapa 
Friendship City Project, and the Coalition 
for Uni!y with Central America formed an 
ad hoc committee which sponsored meet
ings for the Linders in Denver and Boul
der, and appearances on two broadcast talk 
shows. · 

More than 200 people jammed a lecture 
hall at the University of Colorado in Boul
der June 22. Miriam Linder presented a 
slideshow on Ben Linder's work inNicara
gua. 

The next night John and Miriam Linder 
addressed about 300 people at the 
Montview Presbyterian Church in Denver. 

Family of Ben Linder and Nicaraguan leaders at his funeral in Matagalpa. From left, 
Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega; Miriam, David, John, and Elisabeth Linder; 
and Sandinista leader Rosario Murillo. Now Linders and supporters are touring · 
country to get out truth about Ben Linder and contra war. 

The tour was sponsored by a coalition 
including area chapters of the . Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, Wom
en's International League for Peace and 
Freedom, Catholics for Justice, National 
Organization for Women, Democratic 
Socialists of America, and the Latin Amer
ican Solidarity Committee of Lawrence. 

Rallies aid fight for political rights 

KCUR, a Public Broadcasting System 
affiliate, ran a debate between Linder and 
local conservative commentator Pat 
Uhlman. The debate was aired several 
times. 

"Benjamin Linder was not some inno
cent bewildered flower child," declared 
Uhlman. "He was a zealous crusader for 
the far left in Central America." Volunteers 
in "chaotic" and "war-tom countries," he 
warned, must realize that "they cannot ex
pect that this country will go against its 
own interest and protect them." 

John Linder replied, "It is true that Ben 
was working in a dangerous area, but why 
was it dangerous? Who created the risk? It 
was the contra war that'creates the danger. 
It is the contras who try to destroy every
thing positive that has been achieved since 
the revolution of 1979 - who try to stop 
this progress through terror and intimida
tion. They are losing because they don't 
have the support of the people of Nicaragua 
or the people of the United States." 

In Kansas City a gathering was or
ganized for Linder at United Auto Workers 
Local 93 headquarters. There Linder, a 
laid-off UA W member himself, met with 
20 other UAW members. 

"I really like this guy," one worker told 
me. "International solidarity is exactly 
what we need. I've figured out that as long 
as workers in other countries are forced to 
live at a lower standard of living than we 
do, we will all be in trouble." 

At the meeting in Kansas City, Linder 
commented, "Wherever I go it's the same 
story. The meetings are much bigger than 

BY FRED FELDMAN 
"I encourage and support the efforts of 

the Political Rights Defense Fund in their 
fight against government spying on the 
Socialist Workers Party," declared J .F. 
Bohlman, Nebraska assistant state legisla
tive director of the United Transportation 
Union. . 

"lfthe government can burglarize, infil
trate, and spy on the SWP, how long be
fore they do the same to my union?" 

Bohlman's message to a rally held June 
21 in Omaha, Nebraska, was one of many 
expressions of solidarity heard at recent 
public meetings held in various cities to aid 
the fight against government spying. 

"This lawsuit," declared Buddy Hogan 
in reference to the court fight the SWP and 
Young Socialist Alliance have waged 
against FBI and other government police 
outfits, "is important for everyone, not-just 
socialists." Hogan is the president of the 
Omaha branch of the National Association 
for the · Advancement of Colored People. 

Frame-up victims 
William · Johnson, pastor of Calvin 

MemoriaJ Presbyterian Church, described 
the fight to free Edward Rice and William 
Poindexter, two former leaders of the 
Black Panther Party who are now serving 
15-year sentences on trumped-up charges. 
Johnson cited an Amnesty International re
port concluding . that the FBI and Omaha 
police department had collaborated to jail 
the two men. 

Rita Mulgares, representing the Kiko 
Martinez Defense Committee, denounced 
the government's 14-year drive to jail the 
Chicano activist. 

Antiwar activist Doug Lee Regier linked 
the fight against illegal government spying 

Rallies to defend 
· democratic rights 

against government spying 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Sun., July 12, 4 p.m. 
Des Moines Valley Friends 
Meeting House, 4211 Grand .. 
Donation: $2. For more information 
call (515) 246-1695. 

Greensboro, N.C. 
Sat., July 11, 7:30 p.m. 
North Carolina A & T 
University Student Union 
Memorial Room. 
Donation requested. For more infor
mation call (919) 621-1657. 

Houston 
Sun., July12, 7p.m. 5p.m.reception 

Kuumba House, 
3412 LaBranch. 
Donation: $5 for reception and rally, 
$2 for rally only. For more informa
tion call (713) 522-8054. 

San Jose, Calif. · 
Sat., July 11, 7 p.m. 6p.m. reception 

AFL-CIO Labor Temple· 
2102 Old Almaden Rd. 
Donation: $3. For more information 
call (408) 988-4007. 

All events translated to Spanish and sponsored by Political Rights Defense Fund. 

and disruption to the case of an Omaha
based air force sergeant, Daniel Cobos, 
who is under attack for asking that he no 
longer be required to participate in spy 
flights over Central America. 

The rally sent a message to the Slangal 
brothers, farmers who were recently ac
quitted by a Nebraska court. They had been 
wrongly charged with threatening agents of 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
who attempted to repossess their cattle in 
the middle of the night. 

'America buck naked' 
A rally for the PRDF held in Dallas, 

Texas, June 20 heard Fakim Minkah, who 
had founded the . Dallas chapter of the 
Black Panther Party. Minkah, who was im
prisoned in Leavenworth federal peniten
tiary for his political views and activities, 
described the prison system as "America 
buck naked - concentration camps for 
street activists." 

"I appreciate and applaud the tenacity it 
took for the SWP and YSA to win this vic
tory for all of us," he said. 

Linda Hyjek, representing the Commit
tee in Solidarity with the People of El Sal
vador (CISPES), reported the group's deci
sion to. file under the Freedom of Informa
tion Act for release of 17 volumes of files 
that were illegally obtained through the in
filtration of FBI spy Frank V arelli into the 
Dallas chapter. 

Some $1,745 was pledged to or collected 

for the PRDF- more than the $1,500 goal 
the Dallas supporters of the suit against the 
FBI had originally set. 

Hits government stand 
At a meeting in Morgantown, West Vir

ginia, on June 13, Judith Transue of the 
Democratic Socialists of America de- . 
nounced the government's opposition to an 
injunction barring the use of illegally ob
tained files on the SWP and YSA. 

The Justice Department's stand, she 
said, "is the equivalent of a jewel thief say
ing, 'I still need the diamonds so I won't 
give them back.'" 

Paul Noursi of the General Union of Pal
estinian Students discussed the fight 
against the deportation of eight pro-Pales
tinian immigrants in Los Angeles, and 
urged a stepped-up fight to abolish the 
McCarran-Walter Act which is used to jus
tify attacks on immigrants' rights . 

Diane Welch, a member of the executive 
board of the International Union of Elec
tronic Workers Local 627, described how 
she had become active in supporting the 
rights of Sally Goodman, a union activist 
and socialist whom the government unsuc
cessfully attempted to drive out of her job 
at the Martin Marietta plant in Denver. 

As a trade union activist in an arms pro
duction plant, she said, she realized "it 
could have 'been me ." 

This article is based on reports from Chris 
Hoeppner in Omaha, Jan McCann in Dal
las, and Sarah Harris in Morgantown. 

Anti-FBI suit gains new sponsors· 
Gil Green is one of many who have re

cently signed up as sponsors of the Political 
Rights Defense Fund. A longtime member 
of the Communist Party's national commit
tee, Green was one of the CP.leadets who 
were framed up and convicted in 1949 of 
violating the Smith Act gag law. He served 
five years in prison for his political views. 

In greetings read to the June 20 rally 
held by the PRDF in New York City, 
Green stated, "I . . . strongly support the 
proposed injunction initiated by the SWP 
to bar use of FBI files." 

Another endorser is Morton Sobell. He 
served 19 years in prison after being 
framed up - along with Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg, who were executed. - on 
charges of espionage. 

Green and Sobell are among the scores 
of new sponsors of the PRDF, which now 
has gained 3,100 endorsers in a drive 
aimed at signing up 4,000 by July 19. Elias 
Castro Ramos, Luz M. Berrios, and Jorge 
Farinacci, three of the 15 Puerto Rican 
nationalists facing trial on frame-up 
charges in Hartford, Connecticut, are 
among the new signers. 

A growing number of unionists are also 
backing the suit against the FBI. Recent 

endorsers include Charles Barton, secre
tary-treasurer of United Food and Com
mercial Workers Local 500-P in Chicago; 
Francisco · Cavazos of the Arizona Farm
workers Union; Robert Clark, regional rep
resentative of the Coalition of Black Trade 
Unionists; and Harold Mitchell, president 
of American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees Local 100 in 
Cleveland. · 

Former mayor Tom Kough of Austin, 
Minnesota - one of the hundreds of 
former strikers still being denied their jobs 
by the Geo. A. Hormel & Co.- is another 
new sponsor. 

Robert Breckinridge, president of the 
Nebraska American Agriculture Move
ment, has endorsed. 

Bob Brown, organizer of the All-Afri
can Peoples Revolutionary Party; and John 
Trinkl, staff writer for the Guardian, a rad
ical newsweekly, have added .their names. 

Several organizations have recently 
voted to support the suit as well . They in
clude the Ad Hoc Committee for Justice for 
the Los Angeles 8 in Seattle; the Arizona 
Black United Front; and Black Women 
United of the University of North Carolina. 

- .F.F. 
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,British rail' workers face 'gov't attack 
BY JOE SWANSON 

BLACKPOOL, England - Officials of 
the National Union of Railwaymen (NUR) 
presented a gloomy picture .to British rail 
workers attending the 52nd Conference of 
Shunters, Guards and Chargemen Shunters 
here. · 

Shunters, guards, and chargemen shun
terS are the equivalent of rail switchmen, 
brakemen and conductors, and switch fore
men in the United States. 

The two-day conference began June 12, 
the day after Margaret Thatcher was 
elected to a third term as Britain's prime 
minister. 

All but a handful of the 200 delegates 
work on the trains. The rest were full-time 
union officers. The delegates represented 
close to 10,000 rail workers. 
· Rail workers, like other British union
ists, have come under sharp attack in recent 
years. Train crews are being cut, rail ser
vice is being· eliminated in certain parts of . 
the country, and the government is trying 
'to resell portions of the nationalized British 
Rail system to private buyers. 

Newspaper reports on June 12 quoted 
NUR General Secretary Jimmy Knapp as 
saying he was "shattered" by the Labour 
Party's defeat in the election. 

That tone spilled over into the confer
ence itself. Andy Dodd, assistant general 
secretary of the NUR, said in a keynote 
speech, "We have to remember _that 60 per
cent of the British trade unionists voted for 
the Conservative Party." 

Driver-only trains 
A good portion of the conference discus

sion centered on the British Rail Board's 
(BRB) proposal to increase the number of 
trains operated with a driver (engineer) 
only. One delegate explained that the BRB 
wants to rapidly expand driver-only service 
and eliminate guards' jobs altogether. This 
delegate said the NUR should demand that 
a guard be maintained on every train. 

A resolution defending this position was 
adopted unanimously' although a confer
ence official said it is now a very difficult 
time to take on the BRB and that if the mat
ter is contested in court, the current politi
cal climate guarantees that judges will rule 
against the union. 

Crew consist 
The major debate on the second day was 

· over the "train-crew concept." As part of 
its job-reduction schemes, the BRB also 
wants the guard' s position to be divided 
into three grades with different job descrip
tions and rates of pay. Many delegates ar
gued that this would lead to thousands of 
jobs being eliminated and that management 
would be able to use its own discretion to 
decide who gets what position and how 
much each job would pay. 

Seven NUR locals submitted resolutions 
opposed to the BRB's proposal. Before al
lowing discussion on those resolutions, the 
NUR officials forced discussion on their 
own resolution. It stated, "Whilst it is rec
ognized that this Conference has con
stantly, including its 1986 decision, op
posed in its entirety the Trainmen's con
cept, nevertheless it has now to be under
stood that the Union's National Policy for 
some years has been the adoption of the 
principle of the concept, albeit in a totally 
different format as to what the Board have 
now distorted it into." 

The resolution also said, "It appears 
clear that a concept structure will eventu
ally emerge" and urged the delegates to ap
prove the union's leadership negotiations 
with the board over crew sizes. Though 
some delegates urged fighting the train
crew concept instead of negotiating with 
the board, the resolution carried by a sub-
stantial majority. · 

Nuclear waste 
Thomas Lorvin, a delegate from New

castle, proposed that guards and shunters 
no longer be involved in moving deadly 
nuclear wastes. "This resolution is one of 
the most important in regard to our health 
and safety," Lorvin said, "because the test 
on the casks [rail containers holding the 
wastes] that I have seen are a fraud." 
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Another ,delegate said, "No nuclear 
plants are safe. They should be shut down 
and buried where they stand instead of 
shipping the waste by means of transport." 

Other delegates argued that hauling nu
clear waste helps maintain jobs. "If we 
don't haul it," one delegate said, "someone 
else will." 

The resolution opposing the hauling of 
nuclear waste was defeated by a two-thirds 
majority vote. 

A resolution was passed supporting the 
right of women who change jobs on the 
railroad during pregnancy to maintain their 
normal rate of pay. The resolution also de
manded that British Rail allow women to 
work close to their homes for a set period 
of time after returning tQ work from mater
nity leave. 

Geoff Revel, chairman of the NUR's 
Rail Against Apartheid committee reported 
on the trip that he and committee secretary 
Doreen Weppler had taken to South Africa. 
They had gone to get a firsthand look at the 
recent victorious strike by members of the 
South African Railway and Harbour Work
ers Union. 

Conference organizers arranged for me 
to have lO minutes on the agenda to de
scribe the attacks U.S. rail workers have 
faced over the past decade. 

The suggestion I made for rail workers 
from the United States and Britain forming 
a joint brigade to aid in the construction of 
Nicaragua's railroads got a good response. 

Joe Swanson is a 25-year veteran rail 
worker in the United States and is the labor 
coordinator for the Political Rights De
fense Fund. 

G.M. Cookson 
Sheffield, England. Attempt to cut train crew sizes was central discussion at union 
conference. 

Korean masses force regime to retreat 
BY ERNEST HARSCH 

Confronted with the prospect of mount
ing antigovernment mobilizations, South 
Korean President Chun Doo Hwan went on 
television July l to announce that he was 
accepting many of the key demands of the 
demonstrators. 

Chun promised to release some political 
prisoners, ease press restrictions, and grant 
other democratic rights. 

Most significantly , Chun conceded to 
the popular demand for direct presidential 
elections, in place of the indirect system 
now in effect that seeks to secure the con
tinued political dominance of former army 
officers like Chun and his handpicked suc
cessor, Rob Tae Woo. 

Chun claimed that his turnaround was in 
response to consultations with former pres
idents, leaders of the parliamentary parties, 
and other public figures . 

But in fact, it was the enormous popular 
outpourings in the streets of Seoul and · 
other cities that forced the dictatorship to 
retreat. The demonstrations, involving 
hundreds of thousands of students, work
ers, professionals, and others were the 
largest and most sustained mobilizations 
for democratic rights in South Korea in 
years. They were repeatedly attacked by 
thousands of police. 

Just a week earlier, Chun had balked at 
accepting these same demands when he 
met with Kim Young Sam, a leader of the 
opposition . Reunification Democratic 
Party. 

But then came the June 26 "grand peace 
march for democracy" initiated by a broad 
coalition of parties, student organizations, · 
labor leaders, religious figures , and 
human-rights groups. 

In Seoul, tens of thousands turned out in 
many different parts of the capital. Al
though riot police again attacked, the dem
onstrators were becoming better organized. 
A Time correspondent reported that "the 
protesters took to outmaneuvering police 
by sheer numbers and dazzling mobility." · 

Foreign journalists noted the increased 
involvement of workers in the protests, 
particularly in heavily working-class 
neighborhoods like YOI)gdungpo, in.Seoul. 

"I don't think my salary will go up if the 
students and others achieve their goals," 
one worker commented to a reporter. "But 
I think now the point is not bread and but
ter, but freedom." 

Demonstrations also spread to some 30 
other cities in ·the country. In ·cities like 

Pusan and Kwangju, particularly sharp 
clashes occurred between protesters and 
police. 

By June 30, the day before Chun backed 
down, the National Police Headquarters in 
Seoul had officially recorded 2,145 dem
onstrations across the country in the previ
ous 17-day period. 

Although officials in Seoul denied any 
parallels between the situation in South 
Korea and. the popular outpourings that 
brought down the Ferdinand Marcos dic
tatorship in the Philippines last year, there 
certainly are some similarities. South Ko
rean democratic-rights activists have noted 
the encouragement and inspiration they re
ceived from Marcos' downfall. 

U.S. officials have intervened directly to 
ease the conflict in South Korea, out of 
concern that a popular upsurge similar to 

the anti-Marcos one could eventually bring 
down Chun or his .successor. Such an out
come could seriously threaten Washing
ton's enormous stakes in the country. (See 
article on opposite page.) 

By making some concessions, Chun, 
Rob, and their backers in Washington hope 
to get political life off South Korea's 
streets and back into the government of
fices and parliamentary chambers. 

Butthat may be harder than they think. 
For the first time in many years, the people 
of South Korea have acquired a sense of · 
their collective power. They have won a 
victory in their struggle for democratic 
rights. They are now in a stronger position 
to press for further gains and to resist any 
efforts by the government to limit or renege 
on its promises. 

Huge protest strike in Haiti 
hits move to control elections 
BY HARRY RING 

A nationwide protest strike erupted in 
Haiti June 29 when the military regime 
there moved to place administration of a 
slated national election in the hands of the 
Ministry of the Interior, which includes the 
army and police. 

In the first two days of the strike, at least 
four people were killed by government 
troops and some two dozen wounded. 

Troops also ransacked the headquarters 
of a labor federation, the Autonomous 
Confederation of Haitian Workers, and ar
rested union leaders. 

On June 30, the regime declared the 
union body dissolved. 

In Miami, Haitian community leader 
Gerard Jean-Juste reported to a June 29 
protest demonstration of 2,000 that word 
had been received from union leaders jailed 
earlier and then released. 

Union leader Yadley Cameau said by 
telephone that he and two others had been 
released. He said they were among eight 
unionists who were tortured while held at a 
military barracks. 

With 90 organizations reported rallying 
the population, the general strike shut 
down businesses in the capital city of Port
au-Prince and other major cities across the 
country. Schools were closed. Roads were 
blocked as protesters threw up barricades 

and burned piles of tires. 
The military rulers , who stepped in 

when the Duvalier dictatorship collapsed in 
February 1986, have generated increased 
popular opposition with their refusal to 
take measures to alleviate the desperate 
economic conditions of workers and farm
ers. 

The general strike was touched off when 
the regime moved to grab control of the 
slated elections. A new constitution ap
proved in a national referendum March 29 
provided for creation of an independent 
Provisional Electoral Council to conduct 
the elections. 

Then came the inflammatory announce
ment that the cops and army would control 
the election process. 

As with the decree declaring the union 
movement banned, the election move flatly 
violated the new constitution. 

Addressing this issue, the minister of in" 
formation declared that the · government 
was not concerned if the decree was "con
stitutional or unconstitutional ." 

And, responding to charges of CIA in- • 
volvement, a U.S. embassy official in 
Port-au-Prince asserted that it was U.S. 
policy to help Haiti move to "democracy" 
through elections. Washington had sup
ported the Duvalier family 's tyranny for 28 
years. 
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South·· Korea: 
string of dictators 
'Made in U.S.A.' 
.BY ERNEST HARSCH 

In a September 1986 open letter to the 
Reagan administration, more than 300 
South Korean clergy and lay figures called 
on Washington to end its support for the 
dictatorship of President Chun Doo Hwan. 

''The U.S. government should not rec
ognize the legitimacy of such a regime, 
should repent of having supported Chun, 
and abstain from helping him further'" the 
letter declared. 

The signers' assessment of Washing
ton's long relationship with Korea was pre
dominantly negative. Among the U.S. 
government's "criminal acts," they cited: 

• U.S . support for the Japanese inva
sion of Korea in 1905; 

• The division of Korea at the 38th 
parallel at the end of World War II; 

• U.S. tacit approval and assistance to 
Park Chung Hee's 1961 military coup; 

• U.S. aid to Chun when he seized 
power in 1979; 

• Complicity in the May 1980 Kwangju 
massacre, when Chun's troops- formally 
under U.S. command - butch{!red hun
dreds of protesters. 

The views expressed in · that letter are 
shared by growing numbers of South Ko
reans. During the course of the current 
mobilizations against the Chun dictator
ship, the chants, "Yankee go home!" and 
"Drive out the Americans!" have been 
shouted time and again. 

Such demands come in reaction to 
Washington's military, political, and eco
nomic domination of South Korea, and its 
central role in propping up one dictatorship 
after another. 

From colony to independence 
As the open letter to Reagan noted, U.S. 

intervention and interference in Korea goes 
back a long time. 

In 1905, following the Japanese victory 
in the Russo-Japanese War, imperial Japan 
imposed a "protectorate" over Korea. The 
U.S. secretary of war at the time, William 
Taft (soon to become president), supported 
this move in a secret memorandum with the 
Japanese government. 

For five years the Korean people waged 
a fierce armed resistance against Japanese 
occupation, but were crushed. In 1910 
Korea became a formal Japanese colony. 

Opposition. to colonial rule continued, 
however, and mounted considerably dur
ing World War II. Toward the end of the 
war, with Japan's defeat imminent, 
people's committees flourished throughout 
the country, peasants began seizing large 
landholdings, and workers' committees 
took over factories abandoned by Japanese 
owners. 

Meanwhile, Soviet troops had entered 
northern Korea as part of an agreement 
with Washington for Soviet participation in 
the war against Japan. 

On Sept. 6, 1945, just a few days after 
Japan's formal surrender, representatives 
of the people's committees met in Seoul 
and proclaimed the independent People's 

. Republic of Korea, headed by Lyuh Woon 
Hyung. Two days later, U.S. forces landed 
in southern Korea. 

Although the . Soviet military recognized 
the new republic, and allowed the people's 
committees to function in the areas it con
trolled north of the 38th parallel, the U.S. 
military command refused to do likewise. 
In place of the government chosen by the 
Korean people, Washington imposed its 
own. 

Lt. Gen. John Hodge proclaimed a U.S, 
Army Military Government in the south. 
Not one of its members even spoke Ko
rean. He also set up an occupation adminis
tration, staffed with many figures who had 
collaborated with the Japanese during the 
war. Syngman Rhee, an aging Korean pol
itician who had spent 38 of the previous 41 
years in the United States, was brought in 
to head this administration. 

The regime opened a reign of terror in 
the south to crush a series of popular upris
ings against U.S. rule. Peasants, workers, 
and many others were beaten, arrested, and 

killed. Lyuh Woon Hyung, the head of the 
Korean People's Republic, was himself 
murdered. 

One U.S. official, describing the sup
pression of a 1946 genefal strike, said, 
"We were out to break that thing up and we 
didn't have time to worry too much if a few 
innocent people got hurt. We set up con
centration camps outside of town and held 
strikers there when the jails got too full. It 
was war. We recognized it as war. And 
that is the way we fought it." 

On Aug. 15, 1948, the U.S. administra
tion turned over nominal power to a new 
Republic of Korea under President 
Syngman Rhee, thus formalizing the parti
tion of the Korean Peninsula. In response, 
the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea was established in the north a few 
weeks later, headed by Kim II Sung. 

Scorched earth 
The war against the people of southern 

Korea was soon directed against the new 
state in the north as well. Washington was 
determined to bring the entire peninsula 
under its control. 

To that end, the U.S. command rapidly 
built up a South Korean army of 98,000 
troops. Both Syngman Rhee and his de
fense minister openly threatened to march 
across the 38th parallel. 

In anticipation of an imminent invasion, 
North Korean forces struck southward on 
June 25, 1950, marking the beginning of 
the Korean War. Rhee's army virtually col
lapsed through mass desertions, and new 
popular uprisings broke out throughout the 
south. 

Alfred Crofts, a former member of the 
U.S. Army Military Government, ac
knowledged that "millions of South Ko
reans welcomed the prospect of reunifica
tion, even on CoiDinunist terms." 

Under the cover of the UN flag, Wash
ington poured massive military forces into 
Korea. 

U.S. planes carried out carpet bomb
ings. Whole villages were burned as sus
pected "enemy" outposts. Napalm was 
dropped on civilian populations. Much of 
Korea's industry was destroyed, and U.S. 
forces systematically bombed dykes to 
cause flooding and the destruction of 
crops. 

President Harry Truman went so far as to 
threaten use of atomic weapons against 
China, which had entered the war on the 
side of North Korea when U.S. troops 
reached the Chinese border. 

But Washington was unable to recon
quer the north. A stalemate developed 
along the 38th parallel. By the time the war 
ended in July 1953, some 2 million Ko
reans had been killed and another 3 million 
wounded. 

The White House and Pentagon then 
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Some 40,000 U.S. troops remain garrisoned in South Korea, along with 700 nuclear 
weapons. 

proceeded to transform South Korea into a 
fortified U.S. military base. 

Some 40,000 U.S. troops remain perma
nently stationed in South Korea, along with 
a vast arsenal of the latest U.S. conven
tional and nuclear weapons (the number of 
nuclear arms are estimated at around 700). 

Since 1953 Washington has poured in 
more than $12 billion in economic and mil
itary assistance. This has helped finance 
the formation of one of the largest armies 
in the world. Out of a population of about 
40 million, Seoul has 560,000 troops under 

Protester being arrested by paratrooper 

arms, with a regular army reserve of 
another 1.4 million. These are formally 
under joint U.S. command. 

Washington also kept in power a succes
sion of dictators. Most basic political rights 
were abrogated. Political and labor activ
ists faced imprisonment, torture, or death. 
The U.S. CIA created a Korean counter
part; originally called the Korean Central 
Intelligence Agency, it is now known as 
the Agency for National Security Planning. 

Periodically, however, the. anger of the 
people of South Korea burst out into the 
open. 

From Rhee to Chon 
In 1960 Syngman Rhee was forced out 

of office by massive student protests. Sev
eral months later, in May 1961, a former 
lieutenant in the Japanese army, Park 
Chung Hee, seized power with Washing
ton's blessing. 

The severe repression under Park kept 
things relatively quiet for a while. But by 
the late 1970s student, labor, and peasant 
unrest again mounted. These pressures led 
to a palace coup in 1979, in which Park 
was assassinated. 

Gen. Chun Doo Hwan quickly stepped 
into Park's shoes, again with U.S. support. 
This provoked massive, countrywide dem-
onstrations. ,.' 

When the residents of K wangju rose up 
in May 1980, seiziag control of that south
em city, Gen. John Wickham, the head of 
the joint U.S.-South Korean command, re
leased nearly 8,000 South Korean troops 
from their normal duties to help crush the 
Kwangju revolt. The result: 200 people 
killed according to the official count, as 

·many as 2,000 by unofficial estimates. 
Alongside South Korea's strategic mili

tary value to Washington, it also serves as 
a profitable place for investments by U.S., 
Japanese, and other foreign corporations. 
This is because wages have been kept low 
through a wide range of antilabor laws. 

Anger over economic exploitation 
Between 1962 and 1979, U.S. firms 

took $130 million in profits out of South 
Korea, based on investments of $170 mil
lion. Gulf Oil- the first major foreign in
vestor in South Korea after the Korean War 
-alone remitted $33 .5 million in profits 
by 1977. 

U.S. and Japanese banks have loaned 
billions of dollars to companies in South 
Korea, to finance the country's much
vaunted "industrialization" drive. But these 
went overwhelmingly to foreign corpora
tions and to the South Korean monopolies 
that dominate the export industries. Small 
businesses and farmers saw almost nothing 
of this money. 

Meanwhile, the country's foreign debt 
has skyrocketed to $47 billion (from $26 
billion in 1980). 

The United States takes more than 30 
percent of South Korea's exports . But 
these have run up against increasingly stiff
er protectionist measures imposed by 
Washington. · 

At the same time, U.S. officials have de
manded that South Korea open up its mar
kets to U.S. agricultural and livestock 
products. This prompted several demon
strations by South Korean farmers in April 
1985, who charged that increased U.S. ag
ricultural imports would be "a serious 
threat to the survival of 10 million farm
ers." 

For a long time, public demands directed 
against Washington were raised by only a 
handful of political activists. But the U.S. 
complicity in the K wangju massacre began 
to change that. 

By 1984 slogans against the U.S. gov
ernment were being raised more widely on 
university campuses. By the end of 1985 
broader layers of the population were start
ing to express their resentments of Wash
ington, in particular of its unjust trade pol
icies. 

Now, during the current massive mobili
zations for democratic rights, vocal criti
cisms of the Chun regime's main foreign 
backer have become fairly common. 

If the Korean people's long history of re
bellion against foreign domination is any
thing to go by, then Washington's grip on 
South Korea could be in for another serious 
challenge. 

'Uncle Sam can't win' 
"The dark people are waking up. 

They're losing their fear of the white man. 
No place where he's fighting right now is 
he winning. Everywhere he's fighting, 
he's fighting someone your and my com
plexion. And they're beating him. He can't 
win any more. He's won his last battle. He 
failed to win the Korean War. He couldn't 
win it. He had to sign a truce. That's a loss. 
Any time Uncle Sam, with all his machin
ery for warfare, is held to a draw by some 
rice-eaters, he's lost the battle. He had to 
sign a truce. America's not supposed to 
sign a truce. She's supposed to be bad." 

'---Malcolm X, April 1964. 



Should East Caribbean .countries unite? 
, . Grenadian revolutionary Don Rojas discusses proposal to form single state 

The following is an interview with Don 
Rojas, former press secretary to 
Maurice Bishop, the slain prime minis
ter of Grenada. The interview was con
ducted June 14 in Managua, Nicaragua, 
by Cindy Jaquith. Rojas was in Mana
gua to participate in a conference on 
"Crisis and Revolutionary Alternatives 
in the Americas," sponsored by several 
Niearaguan social science associations .to 
mark the 20th anniversary of the assassi
naticPn of Che Guevara. 

Jaquith. A number of prominent Carib
bean political figures are talking about the 
formation of a single, unitary state made 
up of seven island countries in the Eastern 
Caribbean. Why has this proposal come up 
at this time? 

Rojas. The seven co\lntries are Gre
nada, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, St. 
Lucia, Dominica, St. Kitts and Nevis, An
tigua and Barbuda, and Montserrat. Six are 
fully independent. Montserrat is still a 
semiautonomous British colony, expected 
to get its independence soon. All belong to 
the Organization of Eastern Caribbean · 
States (OECS). 

The idea of a common Caribbean iden
tity, a common Caribbean destiny; and a 
common Caribbean nation has inspired 
patriots and nationalists in our region ever 
since the British Empire began to disinte
grate after World War II. 

Let . me give you a little background on 
the history of efforts at Caribbean federa
tion, integration, and unity. 

In 1957 a federation was set up of 10 
Caribbean countries, the above seven plus 
Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, and Bar
bados. All were British colonies at the 
time, with local governments exercising 
limited powers. This West Indies Federa
tion lasted three years and then collapsed 
after Jamaica and Trinidad pulled out. 

Then in 1962, Trinidad and Jamaica be
came the first two British colonies in the 
Caribbean to get their independence. This 
began a process that continued into the 
1970s of these colonies getting indepen
dence. 

In the early 1970s, the Caribbean Com
munity- Caricom- was set up. Caricom 
is essentially a trading bloc of Caribbean 
countries. The OECS was formed in 1981 
by the seven smallest countries in Caricom. 

Caricom and the OECS have been lim
ited in their successes. They have really 
functioned as a vehicle of cooperation for 
capital in the region. They have failed to 
meet the basic human needs and legitimate 
economic and political, aspirations of the 
majority of people. 

Now, over the last year, there has sud
denly arisen a lot of talk about the need for 
either a new Caribbean federation or a uni
tary state of Caribbean countries. 

William Demas, Caricom's former sec-

retary general who now heads the Carib
bean Development Bank, raised the idea in 
a speech a little less than a year ago. Then, 
a few months ago, A.N.R. Robinson, 
Trinidad's new prime minister, said he 
supported Caribbean political integration 
in . principle· and that his government was 
working toward that end. 

Around the same time, there was a gen
eral election in St. Lucia. John Compton, 
who was reelected prime minister, made 
support for integration a major campaign 
issue. Compton is one of the region's most 
proimperialist politicians. He was a vocal 
supporter of the 1983 U.S. invasion of 
Grenada. 

But a spotlight was put on the proposal 
at the end of May, when the OECS met in 
the British Virgin Islands. At that meeting 
Compton called for member states to move 
quickly toward integration, at least at the 
OECS level. James Mitchell, prime minis
ter of St. Vincent, challenged his col
leagues to put aside petty insularities and 
move quickly to dissolve the OECS gov
ernments into a unitary state. 

Jaquith. What advantages do these po
litical figures see in raising this idea of a 
unitary state? 

Rojas. The harsh realities of economic 
survival in an increasingly competitive 
capitalist world market are making integra
tion an objective necessity. These mini-

states are unable to survive economically 
on their own. The total population of all 
seven countries is only 500,000. 

Unemployment rates are hovering any
where from 25-45 percent. Poverty is 
worse today than it was at the time of inde
pendence. The social problem of drug 
abuse, particularly among young people, is 
getting worse. 

Burdensome debt, unequal trade 
Budget and trade deficits are growing at 

an alarming rate, leading the governments 
to deepen indebtedness to botli local and 
foreign creditors. Grenada alone, for ex
ample, has a debt of over EC$200 million 
[US$75 million] or approximately 
EC$2,000 [US$750] for every Grenadian. 
Per capita, the Caribbean is one of the most 
indebted regions in the world. 

Foreign export revenues are falling for 
the OECS countries as commodity prices 
on the world market remain depressed. Re
cently the. U.S. government cut sugar 
quotas for the Caribbean. U.S. aid is down 
by 45 percent this year. 

Reagan's Caribbean Basin Initiative, in
itiated in response to the 1979 Grenada and 
Nicaraguan revolutions, is a dismal failure. 
The CBI was supposed to boost the 
economies of the Caribbean countries, but 
living standards have actually declined. 
The European Economic Community, 
meanwhile, has frozen, or in some cases 

Continued on next page 

Trinidad conference helps advance labor . solidarity 
Continued from front page · 
domination means that working people suf
fer even more. 

The final declaration adopted by the con
ference pointed to some of the ways . that 
the colonial and semicolonial countries are 
superexploited. It hit out at the "deteriorat
ing and abysmally unequal terms of trade 
... which have resulted in the drop in cur
rent prices paid for our countries' raw ma
terials and primary products"; the "increas
ing imposition ofprotectionist barriers by 
developed capitalist countries which in
creasingly [limit] our key exports"; and 
"the exorbitant and abusive rise in interest 
rates." 

A background paper distributed at the 
start of the conference pointed out that · 
"one of the most severe effects of the eco
nomic crisis has been the problem of the 
foreign debt." 

The Jamaican government, in a country 
with a population of 2.5 million, allocated 
41 percent of its 1986 budget to service its 
foreign debt. Harsh austerity measures 
have led to massive layoffs and sharp rises 
in the cost of living, the closing of schools 
and health facilities, and privatization of 
some social services. A similar process is 
at work throughout the Caribbean. 

But the rich creditors are well looked 
after. "It is a fact that most of the big cred
itor banks have been able to increase their 
profit margins excessively while entire re
gions are plunged into an economic and so
cial wasteland," the declaration stated. 
"The Caribbean region is today a net ex
porter of capital to the rest of the world." 

The final declaration denounced the In
ternational Monetary Fund, which dictates 
austerity measures to the countries of the 
region, with the exception of Cuba and 
Nicaragua, as the price of periodic re
negotiation of the debt. 

IMF policies, it points out, are based on 
a reduction of consumption and employ
ment, and cutbacks in health care, educa
tion, housing, and other social programs. 
Prices for basic necessities skyrocket and 
currencies are devalued while wages are 
cut, jobs eliminated, and government en
terprises turned over to private capitalists. 

The crisis in· the Caribbean is worsened 
by protectionist measures that cut off tradi
tional markets in the imperialist countries. 
A case in point was the recent reduction by 
the U.S. government of the sugar quotas of 
Caribbean countries. This has led to "seri
ous increases in unemployment and dis
mantling of the major industry - sugar
and a major source of income which leads 
to instability and ever mounting social un
rest." 

The conference supported the decisions 
of several recent labor conferences held in 
Havana, Cuba, and Sao Paolo, Brazil, that 
called for the cancellation of the foreign 
debt. 

Solidarity 
Although Nicaraguan representatives 

were unable to attend, the delegates ex
tended their solidarity to "the workers and 
the people of heroic Nicaragua," supported 
the Contadora peace process, and opposed 
"the mounting imperialist intervention in 

Militant/Sam Manuel 
Delegates at Caribbean trade union conference described how local and foreign 
capitalists are making working people pay for region's economic crisis. 
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Central America. 
"The participants voiced their solidarity 

[with] the thousands of patriots in El Sal
vador who fight for their independence and 
land led by their vanguard organization, 
the FMLN-FDR." 

The declaration stated: "We greet the 
Cuban workers who, faced with an eco
nomic blockade imposed by imperialism 
and aggressions of every kind, unre
strainedly advance in the construction of a 
more just society." 

The conference also supported the right 
to independence and self-determination of 
Puerto Rico, Guadeloupe, Martinique, and 
Guyane, which are all currently under U.S. 
or French colonial rule. 

Labor unity 
While the problems of working people 

are strikingly similar in the different coun
tries of the Caribbean, finding ways to 
work together is far from easy. From the 
early days of colonialism the foreign mas
ters ofthe Caribbean have worked to divide 
the peoples of. the region in spite of their 
geographic proximity and similar climates, 
natural resources, and populations. 

This weighs heavily on today's struggle. 
Inhabitants of the region speak Spanish, 
English, French, or Dutch depending on 
who their colonial masters were. Political 
and legal systems also reflect the colonial 
past. 

Travel between the Caribbean nations is 
expensive and time-consuming. Air links 
are structured to meet the needs of im
perialist investors. Imperialist domination 
of the press and electronic media deprive 
the workers and farmers of vital informa
tion about what is happening in neighbor
ing countries, sometimes less than 100 
miles away. 

The Grenada revolution marked a break
through in the struggle against this isola
tion. The first thoroughgoing anti-im
perialist revolution in the English-speaking 
Caribbean, it ignited intense interest 
throughout the region and beyond. Its 
strong ties with revolutionary Nicaragua 
and Cuba built new bridges between these 
revolutions and fighters throughout the re
gion. 

The defeat of the revolution in Grenada 
was a serious blow to the growing Carib
bean unity, but efforts in this direction 
have nevertheless continued. The need for 
common action grows stronger as the at
tacks intensify. One manifestation has 
been the establishment of the Anti-Im
perialist Organizations of the · Caribbean 

and Central America. Another has been the 
series of trade union conferences of which 
this was the fifth. 

Given the scope of the challenge of 
building labor unity in the region, the con
ference marked a step forward. A broad 
range of unions and countries were repre
sented. The unions are affiliated to differ
ent international federations with quite dif
ferent political orientations. Others have 
no formal int~mational affiliation. 

The conference functioned in three lan
guages with simultaneous translation pro
vided throughout. 

Related activities 
The organizers sponsored several related 

activities during and after the conference. 
These included a meeting on South Africa 
addressed by Fred Dube of the African Na
tional Congress, a forum on Grenada, and 
an international book fair in which a wide 
range.of publishers participated. 

Following the close of the labor solidar
ity conference on June 24, the Oilfields 
Workers' Trade Union (OWTU) hosted a 
reception for conference participants. The 
OWTU is a leading force in the CPTU and 
one of the country's main unions. A 
number of conference delegates and.obser
vers were introduced, including members 
of the oil workers' union in Norway, mem
bers of the People's Organization for the 
Independence of Guadeloupe, a trade 
union delegate from the Soviet Union, and 
delegates from Cuba. 

George Weekes, outgoing president 
general of the OWTU, noted that the previ
ous government t>f Trinidad and Tobago 
had frequently barred labor leaders from 
Cuba and the USSR from entering the 
country. He voiced satisfaction that these 
travel restrictions had now been removed. 

Eriol McLeod,' who replaced Weekes as 
OWTU president general, hailed the inter
nationalism of Cuban working people, cit
ing the heroism of Cuban construction 
workers who shed their blood when the 
United States invaded Grenada. 

Antonio LOpez, head of the Cuban dele
gation, welcomed the conference's success 
in uniting such disparate forces. He urged 
even greater unity among trade unionists 
-irrespective of language, culture, or po
litical views - to fight for the needs of the 
working class. 

Wendy Lyons is a member of United Food 
and Commercial Workers Local 789 in 
South St. Paul, Minnesota. Art Young is a 
correspondent for Socialist Voice, pub
lished in Canada. 
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slashed, the quotas of agricultural products 
they buy from the OECS countries. 

It is illogical for each of these ministates 
to compete with each other for a shrinking 
share of the world capitalist market. And 
illogical to compete for contributions from 
international donor institutions. 

I and others on the Caribbean left recog
nize that these are the realities. But we 
would like to take this discussion a step 
further than the politicians are taking it. 

Jaquith. Has the U.S. government ex
pressed an opinion on the unitary state 
idea? 

Rojas. The Reagan administration has 
been careful so far to avoid any public 
statements. But we frankly ·think that 
Washington is pushing the idea. 

All the OECS states, remember, sup
ported the U.S. invasion of Grenada. 
[Prime Minister] Eugenia Charles of 
Dominica stood right next to Reagan when 
he announced it. 

Each of these countries has a paramili
tary force thathas increased in size, and in 
some cases been established for the first 
time, through U.S. financial assistance, 
U.S. military advisers, and U.S. arms. 
Each participates in the Regional Security 
System, a U.S.-sponsored attempt to set up 
a Caribbean army. This is all part of the 
stepped-up militarization of the Caribbean 
since the Grenada invasion. 

U.S. wants Caribbean army 
U.S. imperialism hopes that a unitary 

state would bring about greater political 
stability in a string of potentially volatile 
ministates, any of which, over time, could 
become another Grenada 1979 because of 
economic and social conditions. A unitary 
state would help Washington create a re
gional army with the capacity and legiti
macy to intervene in any of the seven is
lanl,is ag_ainst an incipient insurgency or 
popular mass movement. 

Imperialism's strategic objective would 
be the creation of a pro-Western, anticom
munist bloc in the Caribbean. This, in their 
calculations, would be an instrument to 
weaken and isolate the labor movement, 
farmers' organizations, and the left in the 
seven islands. 

Jaquith . What is your view of the uni
tary state proposal? 

Rojas. I and other Caribbean political 
activists think the discussion around this 
proposal poses important challenges to 
progressive forces in these islands. We 
can't respond in a knee-jerk fashion. 

We think that any unitary state must be 
forged in the interests of the majority, not 
of the minority politiCal and economic 
elites of the region. If it doesn't serve the 
interests of the working people and popular 
masses, it's not going to work. And we 
won't recommend it. 

It was announced at the recent OECS 
meeting that there's going to be a referen
dum process on the unitary state proposal. 
This referendum process will spark a major 
political discussion throughout the region. 
Progressive organizations and political par
ties must play a key role in this discussion 
and conduct an educational campaign. We 
can't allow the present governments to 
monopolize the debate, the discussions, or 
the agenda of this referendum process. 

We have to present an alternative, 
people' s agenda, reflecting the legitimate 
interests of the Caribbean masses. 

Jaquith. What specific points would a 
people's agenda take up? 

Rojas. It's very early in the game right 
now, but let me throw out a few ideas for 
consideration by progressive forces in the 
seven countries. 

First, whatever draft constitution is pro
posed, it will not be sufficient to submit it 
only to the parliaments of the islands. That 
draft must be debated outside of parliament. 
as well - by community organizations, 
trade unions, organizations of youth, of 
small farmers, of women, professional or
ganizations, of every organized sector of 
society in the seven countries. Mechanisms 

and development. That means a region free 
of all foreign military bases and military 
exercises such as those being orchestrated 
by Washington. It would organize the con
version of military expenditures to de
velopmental purposes to wage war against 
poverty and backwardness. 

A genuinely sovereign state has to be not 
only politically but culturally independent. 
Some controls have to be placed on the cul
tural invasion of · our sovereignty by the 
United States. So-called U.S . popular cul
ture - transmitted through television pro
grams, ftlms , books, comics - is now 
dominating Caribbean cultural life. 

Mechanisms must be created for regular, 
mass, democratic participation in the af
fairs of a unitary state. Democracy must be 
given real substance, not lip service. It 
must be more than casting a vote every five 
years. 

Jaquith. How do you see progressive 
forces coming together to draw up such an 
agenda? 

Rojas. In the example of Maurice . 

Food and vegetables being loaded onto a ship in Grenada. Rojas explains that harsh 
realities of capitalist world market makes it difficult for seven island countries, with 
a total population of 500,000, to survive on their own. 

Bishop, one of the greatest Caribbean lead
ers of our century, we would like to put out 
.a call to all progressive political parties, 
progressive trade union leaders, progres
sive intellectuals, and indeed to all Carib~ 
bean patriots and nationalists to begin a 
process of dialogue and discussion. 

have to be found for the people themselves 
to ultimately determine the nature of this 
constitution. 

Economic and political rights 
In my view, the constitution must 

guarantee economic as . well as political 
rights - the right to employment, to edu
catio!l, to decent and affordable housing 
and health care. It must include the right to 
recall public officials who do not serve the 
interests of the masses. 

Progressive organizations and individu
als should pose some questions for public 
discussion as the debate develops. 

Will unitary statehood bring about the 
fundamental structural transformations es
sential for .economic growth, social justice, 

and people's democracy in the region? Will 
it help advance the diversification of our 
trade and establishment of new markets? 
Will it help us expand economic relations 
with Latin· America and the Eastern Euro
pean countries, instead of being restricted 
to trading with the United States, Canada, 
and Western Europe, which we inherited 
from colonialism? 

For a new unitary state to be truly inde
pendent, it would have to pursue a 
genuinely nonaligned foreign policy . It 
would have to permit political and ideolog
ical pluralism. 

A truly sovereign unitary state would 
give substance to the growing demand of 
the peoples of the region that the Caribbean 
become a zone of peace, independence, 

Call for a Caribbean conference 
There·is an urgent need for a meeting in 

one of the OECS countries to initiate this 
process and to begin drawing up a people's 
agenda. At this meeting, there should be an 
analysis of the failure of the West Indies 
Federation and of the . weaknesses of 
Caricom and the OECS. Such a meeting 
could hopefully arrive at a common action 
program, a common platform, and a com
mon strategy. 

It is also not unrealistic, in my view, to 
begin thinking about the feasibility and 
necessity of a united progressive pollticl!l 
party of the seven OECS countries based 
on a dedication to Caribbean unity and the 
common interests of Caribbean working 
people. 

Why Washington is pushing merger 
BY STEVE CLARK 

A document clearly not intended for the 
public eye sheds some light on the discus
sions of a unitary state conducted last 
month by capitalist politicians in the Or
ganization of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS). A copy of the internal memoran~ 
dum was obtained by the Outlet, a weekly 
newspaper published in Antigua, and 
quoted extensively in its June 19 issue. 

James Mitchell, prime minister of St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, wrote the 
document, which was circulated as a basis 
for discussion at the annual meeting of 
heads of state of the seven OECS nations in 
late May. . 

The document confirms the assessment 
by Don Rojas in the accompanying inter
view that the scheme is designed to in
crease the ecqnomic and military subordi
nation of the Caribbean nations to im
perialist interests. 

"We [the OECS territories] will be more 
important to the security of the United 
States and Canada if we have a single voice 
speaking for a larger strategic area," 
Mitchell wrote. "This will improve our 
negotiating position in seeking to access 
funds for development." 

Mitchell says he resolved to move more 
decisively on _the discussion of Caribbean 
integration following a 1986 meeting of the 
boards of governors of the International 
Monetary Fund and World Bank. Mter
wards, Mitchell asked Herbert Blaize and 
John Compton, prime ministers of Grenada 
and St. Lucia, "to make a categorical de
claration of where they stood in relation to 
pursuing the issue seriously and with 
vigor." 

Mitchell's document underlines the 
cause for concern expressed by Rojas about 
the undemocratic character of the projected 
federation. For example, it proposes that 

the president of the envisioned state "shall 
appoint a Governor in each island to be his 
personal representative." 

Mitchell also addressed one of many 
sticky points to be worked out before a uni
tary Caribbean state, even of the type being 
discussed by OECS leaders, becomes 
something more than an idea. What will 
happen to the comfortable incomes, per
quisites; and pensions that top officials of 
the seven countries now enjoy? 

Mitchell was less than subtle. "None of 
us as self-respecting Prime Ministers will 

take the job of being Ambassadors for the 
OECS as now structured," he wrote. "The 
record of payments is too disastrous. 

"But as a Union, several positions will 
open up in overseas representation -
United States, OAS, United Nations, 
Canada, London, Brussels, the Far 
East .... We can ensure that there is a 
rationalization of members among our 
various citizens in the postings." 

And what about the workers and farmers 
of the Caribbean? Well, first things first. 

The Socialist Workers Party and 
Young Socialist Alliance invite you to a 

Socialist Educational & 
Active Workers Conference 

Oberlin, Ohio 

August 8-13 
Unionists, students, and activists in the anti.:. 
war, anti-apartheid, farm, Black-and women's
rights stru_. _s&_ -~ ~.', a arnd international fighters will. 
be attendin~cipants will discuss political 
situation faqng~working people in the U.S. and 
intem ationally>Conference will feature classes; 
special programs, and workshops. Translation 
to Spanish and French provided. 

For more information contact the nearest.SWP 
branch or YSAchapter listed on page 12. 
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Why gov't treats AIDS like a crime 
BY MARGARET JAYKO 

The federal government's primary re
sponse to the AIDS (acquired immune defi
ciency syndrome) crisis has been to impose 
police measures against those who have the 
disease. Washington has used fear of AIDS 
and the prejudice that surrounds it to bol
ster reactionary ideas and whittle away at 
the rights of the most oppressed and vul
nerable sections of the population. 

No effective emergency public health 
measures to help those who have the dis
ease or are most in danger of contracting it 
- gay men and impoverished intravenous 

· drug users- have been taken. 
Halting and reversing this escalating at

tack will take a massive effort to tell the 
truth about how AIDS is really transmitted, 
who is most at risk, and what can be done 
to slow down the spread of the disease. 
This must include taking head-on the an
tigay, racist, and class prejudices that un
derlie the p. S. ruling families' ability to 
get away with their criminal neglect of the 
victims of AIDS. 

Meese as point man 
The chief administration spokesperson 

on AIDS has been the nation's top cop ~ 
Attorney General Edwin Meese. 

His proposals? Mandatory testing for all 
federal inmates entering and leaving prison . 
and for all immigrants, refugees, and un-. 
documented workers applying for legal 

· status. 
Military recruits already have to undergo 

an AIDS test. 
"It is odd that the Attorney General was 

the point man for the White House's first 
major initiative on AIDS rather than the 
Surgeon General," the editors of the 
weekly The Natfon, pointed· out in the June 
20 issue. "But wben you consider that this 
Administration in its heart of hearts regards 
AIDS as a law-and-order problem (as in, 
'Lock 'em up and throw away the key') 
rather than a medical · one, it is not so 
strange after all." 

In announcing the mandatory testing of 
prisoners, Meese suggested that it might be 
inappropriate to grant parole to some in
m11tes with AIDS if they posed "a danger to 
the community." 

. Education Secretary William Bennett 
explained on June 14 on the CBS News · 
program "Face the Nation" that prisoners 
infected with the AIDS virus should be iso
lated and authorities should consider not 
releasing those who threaten to infect 
others after they complete their sentence. 

'Guilty' and 'innocent' 
Joining Bennett on television was Sen. 

Jesse Helms (R-N.C.). He said that the 
goal of any measures in relation to AIDS 
has to be "to protect the people who are in
nocent." 

That was even too much for the New 
· York Times editors who asked, "Innocent? 

Of a disease? 
"What would happen to the guilty, those 

who test positive for the AIDS virus?" 
Helms' respons~: quarantine them. 

"Somewhere along the line we are going to 
have to quarantine if we are really going to 
contain this disease," he said. 

Quarantining, an effective measure to 
combat contagious diseases that can be 
spread through casual contact, serves no 
medical purpose in regard to AIDS. 

In addition, there have been several 
cases of people being prosecuted for al
legedly attempting to transmit the disease. 

• A prisoner in Rochester, Minnesota, 
who bit two guards after testing positive for 
the AIDS virus, was found guilty on June 
24 of assault with a deadly and dangerous 
weapon - his mouth and teeth .. This was 
despite the fact that there is no scientific 
proof that AIDS can be transmitted through 
human saliva. 

e In Flint, Michigan, a man infected 
with the AIDS virus was charged with at
tempted murder after he allegedly spit at 
police officers. He received two years pro
bation in January, after pleading guilty to 
lesser charges when the judge dismissed 
the original charge. 

• In New York City, a prostitute was 
charged with first-degree attempted assault 
and reckless endangerment for biting a 
police officer and then telling him she had 
AIDS. She was escorted into the courtroom 
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AIDS patient Douglas Roberts in Harlem Hospital. Most AIDS victims are gay men 
and impoverished IV drug users; one-third are Black or Hispanic. 

by three court officers wearing surgical 
masks and gloves. 

How AIDS is transmitted 
The heart ofthe problem with the gov

ernment's mandatory testing program is 
that the categories chosen have no medical 
validity. These are not groups who are 
more likely to have AIDS than the general 
population. The method of transmission of 
AIDS has prevented it from spreading 
evenly throughout society. 

The AIDS virus is transmitted through 
infected blood or semen being brought into 
direct contact with the bloodstream. There 
is · no substantial evidence that AIDS is 
passed through any other bodily fluids: 
vaginal secretions, saliva, tears, or mu
cous. 

Those who engage in repeated anal inter
course are prime victims of AIDS because 
anal intercourse often breaks the skin, and 
the rectal area has many blood vessels near 
the surface. It's much more difficult to 
transmit AIDS during vaginal intercourse. 
That's why gay men are the primary targets 
of the infection. 

Impoverished intravenous drug users, 
' who share · needles without sterilizing 

them, can easily pass AIDS to each other. 
In addition, 70 percent of all 

hemophiliacs are infected with the virus, 
mostly as a result of transfusions of ·con
taminated blood before donor testing for 
AIDS was instituted. 

In the United States, 93 percent of all 
victims are men; 38 percent are Black or 
Hispanic. 

These are the high-risk categories; not 
prisoners, immigrants, and soldiers. 

Medical vs. police approach 
If mandatory testing would actually slow 

down the spread Of AIDS, if it would save 
lives, then supporters of civil liberties 
would have to back it as an elementary 
public health measure. 

Far from being a question of health ver
sus civil liberties, however, it's a question 
of a medical approach versus a police ap
proach. Mandatory testing is not a medical 
response to AIDS . 

For one thing, there is no cure for AIDS. 
Secondly, those most likely to be infected 
with the virus will avoid getting tested be-

cause of the stigma attached to being an 
AIDS carrier. 

The only value of testing is that indi" 
viduals who have the virus know that they 
are infected and could infect others. But if 
someone has reason to think they might be 
infected with the AIDS virus, they can go 
get a test voluntarily and confidentially. · 

Why make it mandatory? And why pris
oners, immigrants, and soldiers? If it is 
mandatory, why not college students and 
professors, businessmen and bankers, jour
nalists and cops? 

The categories are chosen for political 
reasons, not medical reasons. · 

Mandatory AIDS testing allows the au
thorities to fan divisions among prisoners, 
set up special segregation units under the 
guise of medical need, and provide a list 
that can be used against rebellious ele
ments. 

In the case of immigrants; mandatory 
AIDS testing is another way of bolstering 
the notion that working people who come 
here from other countries are different, 
dirty, and dangerous. This facilitates the 
employers' efforts to separate out tin
documented workers as a pariah caste, 
which can be paid low wages and forced to 
labor under the worst conditions of all. 

Rank-and-file soldiers - who in their 
great majority are simply workers and 
farmers in uniform - are another large 
group of working people the government 
doesn't think is protected by the Bill of 
Rights. In this case, too, AIDS testing al
lows greater-repression and control, as well 
as giving the brass a list of people who 
should be discharged before their medical 
bills get too high. 

'Equal-risk' scam 
The government's callous disregard for 

the lives of those who are in high-risk 
groups, combined with its use of AIDS for 
police repression, is accomplished under 
the guise that everyone is equally at risk of 
getting AIDS ~ men and women; gay and 
straight; Black and white. If the rulers real
ly believed that, they'd begin testing at 
prep schools and country clubs, not pris
.ons. 

The argument that everyone is equally at 
risk of contracting AIDS gives a cover to 
the government's murderous refusal to 
target for education and medical help those 

groups that comprise the vast majority of 
AIDS cases in this country -gay men and 
impoverished intravenous drug users. 
Mandatory testing allows tho government 
to cbiim it's doing something while the dis
ease reaches epidemic proportions among 
gay men in San Francisco and New York 
and among IV drug users. 

Unfortunately, some authoritative scien
tists and gay rights activists who want to 
see something serious done about AIDS 
have echoed the view that everyone is 
equally at risk of contracting the disease. 

Where Gould goes wrong 
In a column in the April 19 New York 

Times Magazine, the popUlar biologist 
from Harvard University, Stephen Jay 
Gould, struck a note of utter panic. 

Gould called the spread df AIDS a "pan
demic," that is, an epidemic that has a 
broad geographical spread and hits an ex
ceptionally high proportion of the popula
tion. 

This ignores the fact that one of the most 
striking things about the disease is that its 
spread has not been general. 

The AIDS "pandemic," Gould claimed, 
"may rank with nuclear weaponry as the 
greatest danger of our era." 
. "We are all susceptible to AIDS, and the 
disease< has been spreading in a simple ex
ponential manner," Gould continued. By 
exponential he means basically limitless: 
"Nothing· in the external environment in
hibits this increase." 

Gould goes so far as to predict that 
"AIDS may run through the entire popula
tion, and may carry off a quarter or more of 
us ." AIDS, he said, is "potentially, the 
greatest natural tragedy in human history." 

But that could only be true if the virus 
were spread through casual contact. 

The burden of proof is ori Gould and 
those who agree with him to explain why in 
the United States, which has by far the 
most reported cases of AIDS, it is so spe
cifically concentrated among gay inen and 
drug users . 

'If Park Avenue had been hit ••• ' 
What lies behind such. an irresponsible 

approach by someone of Gould's scientific 
stature? 

"What a tragedy," Gould states, "that 
our moral stupidity caused us to lose pre
cious time, the greatest enemy in fighting 
an exponential spread, by downplaying the 
danger because we thought that AIDS was 
a disease of three irregular groups: 
minorities of life style (needle users), of 
sexual preference (homosexuals), and of 
color (Haitians). If AIDS had first been im
ported from Africa into a Park A venue 
apartment, we would not have dithered as 
the exponential march began." 

Gould, like many supporters of gay 
rights, fears that unless the government and 
the people are convinced that everyone. is 
equally at risk, nothing will be done about 
the disease. They know that those who run 
this country, while they are forced to toler
ate homosexuals, don't view the!fl as truly 
human. 

Gould is correct in pointing out that the 
sexual preference, class, and race of the 
primary victims of AIDS are behind the 
government's refusal to deal with it seri
ously. 

Those who really want to see something 
done about AIDS, yet bolster the myth that 
everyone has the same chance of contract
ing the disease, don't answer the antigay 
prejudice and lend credence to the govern
ment's calls for mandatory testing. · 

The real issue has to be posed honestly 
and sharply: should AIDS victims be 
treated the same as any other human beings 
with a disease? 

The U.S. rulers say no. 
Working people in the United States, 

and all those who really want to do some
thing effective again~t AIDS, must reject 
the reactionary moves and ideas peddled by 
Meese and ·company. 

We must tell the truth that everyone who 
gets AIDS is a human being and deserv~ 
to be treated as such- whether they're 
gay, addicted to drugs, or prostitutes, or 
whether they are Black or Latino. 

AIDS poses the question - are men 
who prefer homosexual relations . human 
too? Unless we can answer an unequivocal 
"yes," all of our rights- and many of our 
lives - will be threatened. 

• • ' • > •• •• ~ ; · ; 



How U.S. gov't tried 
to silence Blacks 
during World War ll 

The foUowing is an excerpt from an 
article in the coming issue of New Inter
national (No. 6, 1987), a magazine of 
Marxist politics and theory. 

The article, ''Washington's SO-year 
Domestic Contra Operation," by Larry 
Seigle, describes ·· the evolution of tbe 
concentration of political police powers 
in the bands of the executive branch of 
the government since the years just be
fore World War II. It details the growth 
of FBI operations against trade union
ists, Black rights fighters, and other op
ponents of government policy - as weD 
as the fight against these attacks on dem
ocratic rights. 

The following excerpt is from the sec
tion of the article entitled, "Target: 
Black Fight for Equal Rights." 

This issue of New· International is 
scheduled for publication this month. 

BY LARRY SEIGLE 
The employing class and its government 

set a high priority on isolating those who 
opposed the use of U.S. military forces to 
defend capitalist interests overseas. The 
U.S. rulers foresaw a war in which their 
vast empire would emerge dominant over 
its imperialist rivals, and after which they 
would rule unchallenged over peoples of 
color in the expanded parts of the globe 
staked out for U.S. capital. Undisputed 
power in the "American Century" that they 
anticipated was beginning would allow 
them to rule without difficulty at home: 

, holding the working class down and keep
ing "the colored" under control. At the 
same time, they hoped that the war 
launched by imperialist Germany against 
the Soviet Union would sufficiently weak
en the workers' state to make possible its 
future overthrow ai)Ctmtce again open that 
vast territory to capitalism. 

As Washington prepared to enter the war 
under the banner of fighting the white-su
premacist Nazi regime and its allies, . 
Blacks in the United States were battling 
racist oppression. This struggle centered 
on the fight to overturn segregation, which 

· existed not just in the South but in every 
federal government institution throughout 
the land and to a large extent in private in
dustry and many aspects of social life. 

During the decade of the Great Depres
sion, Black working people had suffered 
even more than their white counterparts. 
Unemployment among workers who were 
Black was much higher than among work
ers who were white. Black farmers lost 
their land at an even higher rate than did 
white farmers. Education; health care, and 
other social services were qualitatively 
worse for Blacks. 

Jim Crow segregation 
In many parts of the country, particu

llirly in the South, Blacks were systemati
cally denied the right to vote. Segregation 
laws were backed up with extralegal terror 
to intimidate those who tried to organize to 
change these conditions. Lynchings were 
frequent in the Jim Crow South. The mem
bership of racist terror outfits such as ·the 
Ku Klux Klan was intertwined with the 
cops, courts, and government officials. 
Throughout the country, police violence 
and frame-ups of Black defendants were 
widespread. Even the labor movement was 
segregated in much of the country. Many 
craft unions in the American Federation of 
Labor (AFL) organized to exclude Blacks 
from membership, and many AFL unions 
maintained separate locals for Blacks and 
whites in southern states. 

The rise of the industrial union move
ment in the mid-1930s marked a big step 
forward in the struggle against segregation. 
The new industrial unions opened more 
doors for Black workers, often actively so
liciting their participation in the· unioniza
tion of basic industry . Militant Black work
ers had an opportunity to demonstrate their 
leadership capacities in many labor battles. 

-But race barriers still existed, including 
within the labor movement itself. 

On . the eve of the war, the percentage of 

Black workers in basic industry was · still 
quite low. Most plants engaged in. war-re
lated production still refused to hire work
ers who were Black. Federally funded job
training programs would not enroll Blacks 
on the grounds that war plants would f!Ot 
hire them anyway. 

The U.S. armed forces were segregated 
from top to bottom. Blacks were assigned 
to all-Black units under white officers or 
were relegated to be cooks, porters, labor
ers, or servants for the white officer corps. 
The idea of large numbers of Black soldiers 
in combat, let alone Black officers with the 
right to command on an equal basis with 
their white counterparts, was still unthink
abJe to the military brass and their 
superiors in Washington. 

A measure of the degree of racism that 
Blacks faced in the military, and in society 
as a whole, was an order issued at an army 
camp in Pennsylvania at the beginning of 
the war. The camp commander proclaimed 
that "any association between the colored 
soldiers and white women, whether volun
tary or not, would be considered rape." 
Under pressure from the NAACP, the War 
Department was forced in January 1942 to 
cancel the order. 

Time bad come 
More and more Black people decided 

that the time had come to step up the fight 
against this kind of racist oppression. If the 
United States had entered the war in the 
name of democracy and against Nazi doc
trines of white race superiority, then the 
fight for changes at home could no longer 
be postponed. Moreover, as the war un
folded overseas, the rise of national libera
tion struggles, particularly in Asia and the 
Pacific, inspired confidence and greater 
militancy in the fight against racial oppres
sion at home. While the imperialist powers 
fought. each other ·Over redivision of the 
planet, many colonial peoples . seized the 
opportunity to advance the fight to take 
control of their own destinies. Inside the 
United States, peoples of color likewise 
saw an opportunity to step up the fight for 
their rights. 

The U.S. rulers, however, portrayed the 
fight for equal rights for Blacks as "disrup
tion of the war effort." Supporters of the 
government in the labor movement and in 
Black organizations argued that the battle 
against racism at home, while a worthy 
one,. should nonetheless be kept in check 
until after a U.S. victory in the war. The 
fight against racist discrimination, they ar
gued; must not be allowed to go so far as to 
interfere with the "national unity" needed 
to win the war. This position was advanced 
by liberals, by the social democratic 
Socialist Party, and by the Stalinized Com
munist Party. 

A growing number of Blacks, especially 
the youth, refused to accept this excuse for 
inaction. A young worker at an aircraft 
plant in Wichita, Kansas, captured the sen
timent of this growing militancy in a letter 
published in January 1942 by one of the 
major newspapers aimed at Black people, 
the Pittsburgh Courier: 

Most of our leaders are suggesting that we 
sacrifice every other ambition to the paramount 
one, victory. With this I agree; but I also won
der if another victory could not be achieved at 
the same time . . .. 

Being an American of dark complexion ... 
these questions flash through my mind: "Should 
I sacrifice my life to live half American?" ''Will 
things be better for the next generation in the 

. peace to follow?" "Would it be demanding too 
much to demand full citizenship rights in ex
change for the sacrificing of my life?" "Is the 
kind of America I know worth defending?" ... 

I suggest that while we keep defense and vic
tory in the forefront that we don't lose sight of 
our fight for true democracy at home. 

The V for victory sign is being displayed 
prominently in all so-called democratic coun
tries which are fighting for victory over aggres
sion, slavery and tyranny. If this V sign means 
that to those now engaged in this great conflict, 
then let we colored Americans adopt the double 
VV for a double victory. The first V for victory 
over our enemies from without, the second V 
for victory over our enemies from within. For 
surely those who perpetuate these ugly prej-

Cop makes arrest during 1943 antiracist revolt in Harlem 

udices here are seeking to destroy our democrat
ic form of government just as surely as the Axis 
forces. 

Double V 

The Pittsburgh Courier picked up this 
suggestion and launched what it called the 
"Double V" campaign. This campaign re
verberated throughout ,the country, draw
ing its power from its expression of the de
termination among many Blacks not 'to ac
cept continued postponement of their de
mands for full citizenship rights. 

The FBI was working overtime to coun
ter this growing civil rights fight. The facts 
about the FBI's crusade against the Black 
movement in this period unfortunately re
main largely unknown and only sketchily 
documented publicly. What is known, 
however, makes it abundantly clear that the 
FBI's campaign of slander, frame-up, 
blackmail, and assassination against Mal
colm X, Martin Luther King, the Black 
Panther Party, and other fighters for Black 
rights in the 1960s was not an aberration. It 
was the continuation of a course that began 
the day that the Roosevelt administration 
called on the FBI to go after "subversives." 

In fact, from the standpoint of the Justice 
Department and FBI, the Black population 
as a whole was, if not subversive, at least 
suspect. The FBI prepared a secret wartime 
"Survey of Racial Conditions in the United 
States" for the benefit of the Roosevelt ad-

ministration. In this 714-page report; the 
FBI explored the question - deeply 
troubling to them - of "why particular 
Negroes or groups of Negroes or Negro or
ganizations have evidenced sentiments for 
other 'dark races' (mainly Japanese), or by 
what forces they were influenced to adopt 
in certain instances un-American ideolO:. 
gies." 

The FBI survey concluded that while it 
might be going too far to say that "Negroes 
as a whole or the Negro people in a particu
lar area are subversive or are influenced by 
anti-American forces . . . it must be 
pointed out that a number of Negroes and 
Negro groups have been the subjects of 
concentrated investigation made on the 
basis that they have repeatedly acted or 
have exhibited sentiments in a manner in-
irilical to the Nation's war effort." · · 

. The FBI focused particular attention on 
newspapers such as the Pittsburgh 
Courier, whose nationwide circulation had 
skyrocketed with its Double V campaign. 
The report decried the fact that "the Negro 
press is a strong provocator of discontent 
among Negroes." (Like all cops, the FBI 
insists that "discontent" is created not by 
injustice and oppression but by instigators 
and agitators.) The secret FBI report went 
on to complain that the "general tone" ·of 
the Black press "is not at all, in many in
stances, informative or helpful to its own 
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'Newsweek' story, baS~t3atdinal ObandO tOngUe.;;tied 
"Notes from Nicaragua" is a 

column prepared by Cindy 
Jaquith, Roberto Kopec, and 
Harvey McArthur of the Mili
tant's bureau in Managua. 

Miguel Obando y Bravo, the 
Catholic cardinal in Nicaragua, 
has been staying out of sight since 
the June 15 Newsweek hit the 
stands. The magazine reports evi
dence that Obando' s archdiocese 
received hundreds of thousands 

NOTES FROM 
NI·CARAGUA 
of dollars from Oliver North as 
part of the U.S. government's 
contra war against Nicaragua. 

week story, Obando replied~ "I 
don't make statements to Bar
ricada." 

Pressed further, he added, "I 
don't give interviews in the 
street." ' · 

When the Barricada reporters 
pointed out that the story had ap
peared in a prestigious U.S. 
magazine, Obando snapped back: 
"And the Cuban news agencies 
too!" 

In interviews with foreign re
porters, Obando has claimed the 
Newsweek revelations are aimed at 
undermining his bid to win the 
Nobel Peace Prize this year. 

Since Obando won't talk to the 
news media of Nicaragua, Bar
ricada has been printing state
ments the cardinal is making to re
porters from other countries. Bar
ricada also published the full 
Newsweek story in Spanish, so 
Nicaraguan workers and farmers 
can read it. 

• 

Miguel Obando y Bravo, Catho
lic cardinal in Nicaragua. News
week. reports he got huge sums 
from U.S. government . 

areas, to attend this year's JlJ].y 19 
anniversary celebration. He cited 
the difficulty of providing military 
protection for peasants coming . in 
from remote areas and the coun
try's severe financial limitations. 

Arce also said the government 
is not issuing international invita
tions to this year's rally. The pur
pose of the rally will be to "con
centrate on the internal situation, 
on palitical-ideological work with 
our people," he said. He called on 
Nicaragua's supporters around the 
world to "stand by our side" July 
19 by holding solidarity activities 
in their own countries. 

International visitors who are 
already in Nicaragua at the time of 
the rally will be able to attend, he 
said. This includes those invited 
for Nicaragua's first International 
Book Fair, scheduled to begin the 
day after the July 19 rally. 

• 

. man noyelist Giinter Grass, Cuban 
singer Silvio Rodriguez, British 

'rock star Billy Bragg, and from the 
United States, novelist Alice 
Walker, poet Allen Ginsberg, and 
exiled South African poet Dennis 
Brutus. · 

The Ministry of Culture is mak
ing a special effort to encourage 
private and church publishing 
houses inside Nicaragua to partici
pate, so as to reflect the entire 
range of literature available to the 
Nicaraguan public. 

Publishing houses that partici
pate in the fair are being asked to 
donate two copies of each book 
they display to Nicaragua' s na
tional library. This will help over
come the severe shortage of for
eign titles in Nicaragua due to the 
government's inability to pay for 
importing most books. 

It was reported that 22 U.S. 
publishers will be at the fair, in
cluding Monthly Review Press, 
Pathfinder, Orbis Books, and 
Curbstone Press. 

While Obando made statements 
to foreign reporters, calling the 
Newsweek story "a falsehood." 
Nicaraguan reporters have tried in 
vain to get the cardinal to make a 
statement to them. 

Reporters from Barricada, the 
Sandinista daily, finally cornered 
Obando at a Managua gas station 
when his chauffeur stopped to buy 
fuel. They explained that they had 
tried without success to reach him 
at his office. 

The Sandinista National Libera
tion Front (FSLN) has announced 
that the central rally celebrating 
the eighth anniversary of the Nica
raguan revolution will take place 
in the city of Matagalpa. 

engineer Ben Linder. 

Plans for the International Book 
Fair were announced at a news 
conference by Nicaragua's Minis
try of Culture. The fair will take 
place July 20-26 in Managua. 

Alejandro Bravo, director of the 
fair, told reporters that the U.S. 
Information Service (USIS), an 
official U.S. government agency, 
will also have a booth. 

Matagalpa is situated in the 
mountainous north of the country, 
where Washington's contras con
tinue to carry out terror attacks , in
cluding the April murder of U.S . 

FSLN leader Bayardo Arce said 
Matagalpa was selected because it 
is "one of the main symbols of our 
concrete achievements and · our 
sacrifices in bringing about the 
strategic defeat of the contras." 

Some 125 publishers from Latin 
Americ,a, Africa, Asia, Europe, 
and the United States have con
firmed their participation in the 
event. 

The USIS, he said, submitted a 
list Of its books to the Nicaraguan 
government, expecting some titles 
to be banned from the fair. "We 
told them that here, we don't cen
sor books," said Bravo. 

"We don't work on Mondays," 
the cardinal said. 

Asked to comment on the News-

He explained that the govern
ment is organizing only residents 
of Matagalpa, and some nearby 

Among the prominent artists 
who will attend are Uruguayan 
novelist Eduardo Galeano, Ger-

Nicaragua hits U.S. threats to Panama sovereignty 
BY CINDY JAQUITH 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua- Nicaragua's 
Foreign Ministry has called on "all govern
ments of Latin America and the Caribbean 
to close ranks in defense of Panamanian 
sovereignty and independence" and to de
mand that Washington respect the Panama 
Canal treaties. · 

The June 28 appeal came as Washington 
stepped up its threats against Panama, 
sending more U.S. troops to the Canal 
Zone and demanding, by way of a U.S. 
Senate resolution, the ouster of Panama
nian Gen. Manuel Noriega. The latest U.S. 
actions follow coup threats provoked by 
Panamanian forces with ties to the U.S. 
government. 

Nicaragua shares the outrage of Panama 
at the U.S. actions, the Foreign Ministry 

·statement said, "because we have been and 
continue to be living with the nightmare of 
imperialist intervention. For our people 

·and government, any foreign aggression 
against any Latin American or Caribbean 
people is an aggression against all of the 
Americas." 

Calling for other nations to rally behind 
Panama, the Foreign Ministry stated: "We 
will only be respected when we' re seen as 
firm and monolithically united in defense 
of the sovereign rights of every one of our 
countries." 

On June 24 Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega went to Panama for a meeting with 
President Eric Arturo Delvalle. Ortega 
charged that Washington was trying both to 
undo the Aug.10, 1977, Torrijos7Carter 
treaties that call for an end to U.S. control 

Subscribe to 'Perspectiua Mundial' 
July issue: Cuban union leader speaks 
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. coverage of the struggles ofwork
. ing people around the world. 
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tary monthly magazine for you: 
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Spanish-language socialist maga
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unions in it. 
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of the Panama Canal in 1999, and to under
mine Panama's role in negotiations for an 
end to the contra war in Nicaragua. 

In repelling the U.S.-orchestrated coup 
attempts, Ortega said, the Panamanian 
people had · acted "not only in defense of . 
Panamanian - sovereignty .but.; also in de
fense of Latin American interests., 

On June 28 President Delvalle called on 
"the free nations of the world" to condemn 
Washington's threats against ·his govern
ment. Delvalle said it was "inconceivable" 
that the U.S. Senate would "try to dictate 
measures to a foreign government, openly 
contradicting the principles of indepen
dence and liberty molded in the U.S. Con
stitution." 

The day before, the Panamanian armed 
forces released a statement in response to 
the U.S. Senate resolution. The June 28 
Sandinista daily Barricada featured the 
statement on its front page. 

The ;umed forces statement charged that 

Washington is trying to turn Central Amer
ica "into a giant theater of war." At the 
same time, it is trying to "create conditions 
to deny the Panamanian people their legiti
mate rights according to the Torrijos-Car
ter treaties." 

The declaration reported that -the U.S:; 
government has recently increased the 
number of U.S. troops in Panama, "with
out the permission of Panamanian au
thorities and in open violation of the canal 
treaties, which regulate the deployment of 
U.S. troops in our territory." 

The U.S. Senate resolution, it said , rep
resents a deepening of the "interventionist 
action" of Washington and is an arrogant 
challenge to Panamanian sovereignty. 

"No free people of the Americas," it de
clared, "accepts the idea of a world cop 
anymore ... and much less the attitude of 
rampant interventionism by some U.S. 
senators who want to revive the ill-fated 
practices that history has buried." 

Ortega ·to attend summit talks 
Continued from front page 
with President Delvalle, exchanging view
points, we decided to be flexible and say 
okay: if four Central American presidents 
are in favor of the meeting taking place Au-

. gust 6.:...1 , we'll be there." 
He said that a factor in the decision was 

the Panamanian government's membership 
in the Contadora Group, which also in
cludes the governments of Mexico, Ven
ezuela, and Colombia. The stated purpose 
of the Contadora Group is to find a 
negotiated solution to the Central Ameri
can military conflicts. 

Ortega said that in recent months, there 
has been "a paralysis" of the negotiating 
process. Washington, he added, would like 
to "liquidate Contadora." 

In agreeing to attend the August meet
ing, Ortega said that "it is indispensable in 
the time that 's left until then that Contadora 
play an active role, that it contribute to 
finding points of agreement among the 
Central American governments around the 
different proposals for peace and specifi- · 
cally around the peace proposal of Presi
dent Oscar Arias." 

On June 26 Ortega addressed a rally here 
in Managua where he again explained the 
decision to attend the August 6- 7 meeting . 
"Nicaragua didn' t agree" with the new 

dates, he said, "and therefore, up until the 
last moment, we defended the June 25- 26 
dates. 

"But some Central American govern
ments remained close-minded. The U.S. 
pressure was very strong. So, in a further 
act of flexibility, because we really want 
peace, we accepted the new dates." 

Had the Nicaraguan government main
tained the stance of not participating in the 
August meeting, he said, Washington 
would charge that the Sandinistas are 
blocking negotiations and use this as a jus
tification to step up the contra war. 

In his speech, Ortega also took up a 
story in some U.S. newspapers that Nicara
gua has 17 or 20 MIG fighter jets at a base 
in Cuba and that 40 Nicaraguans have been 
trained to pilot them. 

The aim of these news stories, Ortega 
charged , is to spread the idea that "Nicara
gua is arming itself in a disproportionate 
manner , that we are a danger , a threat. 

"Of course it is totally false that we have 
17 or 20 MIGs in Cuba," he said. "It' s not 
true." 

Pointing out at the crowd, Ortega de
clared to cheers that "the MIGs are here! 
Every Nicaraguan has a combat capacity 
greater than a MIG. And we can bring to
gether more than 3 million MIGs to fight 
the Yankee invaders ." · 



·Burkina's defense ·.committees 
build ·support for revolution 
BY ERNEST HARSCH 

The town of Dedougou, in the western 
part of Burkina Faso, was swamped March 
30-April 3 with political activists from 
throughout the country. Men and women, 
young and old, they inclu<led many of the 
most committed participants in the revolu
tionary process that has been under way in 
that West African country for the_ past four 
years. 

The 1, 700 people who converged on . 
Dedougou were delegates of the Commit
tees for the Defense of the Revolution 
(CDRs), the mass-membership organiza
tions that constitute the bedrock of the rev
olution's support. They were attending the 
second national conference of the CDRs. 

Among the observers were two special 
international guests, Nicaraguan Foreign 
Minister Miguel D'Escoto and J.Y. As
sasie, who heads neighboring Ghana's 
Committees for the Defence of the Revolu
tion. 

this. 
"The UNAB was created because the 

older people had hesitated to throw them
selves into the revolution," Ouedraogo re
sponded .. "They were uneasy about coming 
into the CDRs where the youths were burn
ing with impatience." 

This was a problem, Ouedraogo pointed 
out, since in the countryside older people 
("elders," as they are called) carry consid
erable authority. "With organization, the 
elders can participate actively in the revo
lution. Those elders who don't support the 
revolution are combated by those who do." 

The Women's Union of Burkina was es
tablished for a similar reason, Ouedraogo 
said, to make it easier for women to step 
forward. The severe oppression of women 
in traditional Burkinabe society had made 
it difficult for them to play as active of a 
role as men within the CDRs. 

Similarly, the National Pioneers Move
ment was set up for children who want to 
be politically active, but who are still too 
young to be CDR members. 

And several weeks after my discussion 
with Ouedraogo, yet another mass organi
zation was launched, the National Peasants 
Union of Burkina. 

Encourage production 

CDRs and involving the population more 
directly in their activities has been uneven. 

Some of the earliest CDRs, especially in 
sections of the countryside, came under the 
sway of conservative village chiefs or sup
porters of the bourgeois political parties 
that existed before the revolution. Many of 
these soon became exposed, and new local 
leaderships were elected. 

In addition, according to Ouedraogo, 
"some leaders were not up to the task, 
some had a poor understandingof power, 
others abused the masses in order to oc
cupy posts, without at the same time hav
ing the revolutionary conviction and ade
quate training to assume their responsibili
ties." 

During the previous national conference 
of the CDRs, in April 1986, a major cam
paign was opened to combat such abuses. 
President Sankara sharply condemned the 
growth of "bureaucratism" within the 
CDRs, a tendency by some provincial 
CDR leaders to behave like "veritable 
potentates," and instances oflocal CDR ac
tivists using their positions to engage in 
theft and extortion. 

Since then, a process of organizational 
"renewal'' has been opened up, Ouedraogo 
explained. Nearly 200,000 local CDR 
leaders and activists were newly elected or 

Continued on Page 13 

Militant/Ernest Harsch 
Activists at a neighborhood CDR head
quarters in Ouagadougou. 

The conference delegates focused their 
discussions on ways to overcome Bur
kina's legacy of poverty and underdevelop
ment. They resolved to promote domestic 
industry' take further measures to halt the 
southward advance of the Sahara Desert, 
and support the ambitious economic de
velopment goals outlined in the govern
ment's current five-year economic plan. 
They approved plans for a vast coun
trywide mobilization to build more roads, 
schools, and other projects. 

Burkina's President Thomas Sankara 
told the assembled delegates that it is no 
longer sufficient to denounce imperialism. 
"It must be confronted in the economic 
field," he said, "by undermining all the 
material bases that it uses to perpetuate its 
domination over our economy." 

In response to a question about the 
CDRs' role in Burkina's struggle for eco
nomic development, Ouedraogo stressed, 
"The role of the CDRs is to exercise 
people's power. That implies economic 
tasks, but not directly production tasks. 
The CDRs have a political role, to sensitize 
and mobilize the masses . . . to encourage 

-WORlD NEWS BRIEFS--

'Sovereign masters' 
The CDRs are the main organizations 

upon which the governing National Coun
cil of the Revolution relies to insure popu
lar participation in the revolutionary strug
gle. They also provide a forum through 
which the people can express their views. 

The tasks of the CDRs include military 
defense, popular mobilization, and politi
cal education. They have been involved in 
literacy programs, construction projects, 
implementation of agrarian reform mea
sures, and vaccination mobilizations . 

According to their statutes, the CDRs 
are "the instrument that the people have 
themselves forged in order to become the 
sovereign masters of their own destiny." 

The first CDRs arose within just a few 
days after Sankara and his colleagues 
seized power on Aug. 4, 1983. Since then, 
they have spread throughout the country, 
into all of Burkina's more than 7,000 vil
lages. 

The most numerous CDRs are those 
based on geographic region: either a rural 
village or an urban neighborhood. In addi
tion, each trade, factory, office, school, or 
marketplace also has a CDR, grouping 
members on the basis of their occupation. 

The CDRs are open to all citizens. Their 
basic decision-making bodies are the gen
eral assemblies - regular meetings of 
CDR members to discuss and vote on 
whatever key questions come up. These as
semblies also elect local executive bu
reaus. 

Above the local CDRs are the de
partmental CDR committees, of which 
there are 300 in the country. Above them 
are the 30 provincial committees. The 
highest CDR body is the national confer
ence, such as the one held in Oedougou. 

On a day-to-day basis, however, the ac
tivities of the CDRs are coordinated by a 
National General Secretariat, currently 
headed by Capt. Pierre Ouedraogo. 

Elders, women, youth 
A few weeks before the Dedougou con

ference, I had a chance to talk with Pierre 
Ouedraogo at the CDR headquarters in 
Ouagadougou, Burkina's capital. 

Since my previous visit to Burkina, two 
years earlier, the CDRs had helped launch 
several other mass organizations, such as 
the National Union of Burkinabe Elders 
(UNAB), the Women's Union of Burkina 
(UFB), and the National Pioneers Move
ment (MNP). I asked Ouedraogo about 

them to produce." · 
Getting the people themselves actively 

involved, through the CDRs and other 

CDR General Secretary . Pierre Oued
raogo 

mass organizations, has been the key to the 
advances that Burkina has already made 
since the beginning of the revolution, 
Ouedraogo said. 

He cited the example of the many new 
water reservoirs that have been built in the 
past few years, compared to earlier 
periods. "Thanks to this popular participa
tion, we were able to advance much fast
er," Ouedraogo emphasized. 

Representatives of the CDRs and other 
mass organizations were involved in the 
discussions that preceded the drafting of 
the five-year economic plan. 

"It's this popular aspect that should be 
noted in the five-year plan," Ouedraogo 
said. "That makes it different from the 
other planning documents for Burkina 
Faso, which were drawn up by teams of 
foreign experts. This one was elaborated 
with the participation of the people, and it 
will be· carried out under the supervision of 
the people's organizations." 

Combating errors and abuses 
The organization and functioning of 

Burkina's CDRs have not been without 
problems and difficulties. As an im~ 
poverished country with poor communica
tions and an illiteracy rate that surpasses 90 
percent, the process of strengthening the 

40,000 West Germans 
protest apartheid 

Some 40,000 people marched in 
Frankfurt, West Germany, June 20 to 
demand, "Freedom for South Africa and 
Namibia," Liiko Willms reports from 
Frankfurt. 

The action was called by the Kirchen
tag Against Apartheid, a coalition 
formed last year of more than 200 
groups, church parishes, and individu
als. Kirchentag is a biennial lay gather
ing of West Germany's Protestant 
churches, and the group was set up to in
troduce an anti-apartheid theme into this 
year's gathering. 

More than 120,000 people came to 
the four-day Kirchentag, and many par
ticipants wore the yellow scarves sold by 
the anti-apartheid campaign. A day-long 
forum on South Africa drew 6,000 par
ticipants, who voted overwhelmingly to 
demand that the official church bodies 
press the federal government to adopt 
comprehensive and mandatory sanctions 
against the apartheid regime. 

Speakers at the rally that culminated 
the march included Moses Omeb from 
the Church Council of Namibia, and 
Francis Meli of the African National 
Congress (ANC) of South Africa. 

Jan Niemoller, a member of West 
Germany's Council of Protestant 
Churches, blasted the West German 
banks, which are among the main cred
itors of the apartheid regime. 

Gunter Volkmar, president of the 
Union of Trade, Bank, and Insurance 
Workers, backed the demonstration's 
call for sanctions and declared that the 
West German government must "no 
ionger be the last bridgehead of apart
heid on the European continent." 

Netherlands slashes 
aid to Nicaragua 

Next year, the government of the 
Netherlands will drastically cut back the 
aid thatit is giving to Nicaragua, Dutch 
officials based in Managua have re
vealed. 

Since 1980 the Netherlands has pro
vided Nicaragua with $300 million in di
rect aid and loans. This year the amount 
of aid alone comes to $12 million, in
cluding for development projects in 
ports, agriculture, and health. Until 
now, it remained the only member of the 
European Economic Community to pro-

vide aid to Nicaragua at such levels. 

According to Maryke Haanraadts, as
sistant coordinator of the Dutch interna
tional development agency in Managua, 
the current bilateral aid program will be 
replaced next year by a regional aid 
package that will provide more assis
tance to El Salvador, Guatemala, and 
Honduras. 

The amount of aid to be assigned to 
Nicaragua is to be decided by the Dutch 
parliament in . September · or October. 
"We do expect the aid to Nicaragua to be 
considerably less," Haanraadts said. 

When asked if the cutbacks were for 
political reasons, she replied, "In gen-
eral terms, yes, you can draw that con
clusion." 

Shultz grilled on nuke 
tests in S. Pacific 

During a visit to Western Samoa, in 
the South Pacific, U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz was barraged with 
angry questions about the ongoing 
French nuclear testing in the region, and 
Washington's own nuclear polieies. 

At a June 22 news conference in Apia, 
the country's capital, Shultz defended 
French nuclear testing as a deterrent 
against the Soviet Union and claimed 
that it was safe. 

"Meanwhile," a reporter declared, 
"the water of the South Pacific will be 
completely contaminated by nuclear 
fallout. People on this side of the world, 
the South Pacific, who have nothing to 
do with puclear tests, will be the ones 
that suffer." 

Palestinians in Israel 
strike for equality 

A one-day protest strike in Israel June 
24 won overwhelming participation 
from the 700,000 Palestinians who hold 
Israeli citizenship. 

Palestinian schools and business were 
shut down, and most Palestinian work
ers refused to go to work. The strike also 
spread to the West Bank, which has been 
occupied by Israel for the past 20 years. 

Although Palestinians with Israeli 
citizenship have a right to vote, they are 
discriminated against in public spend
ing, employment, education, and ser
vices. "We demand equal treatment," 
declared Nazir Mujali, a spokesperson 
for the strike committee. 
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Getting fussy?- "I don't want 

you to be caught short - but I 
don't want to have to resort to 
holding up gas stations on my way 

MIT study found that a nuclear at
tack aimed only at refineries and 
oil ports would devastate the econ
omy, leaving mass starvation and 
"near medieval" conditions for 
decades. The government said the 
recovery would come sooner. 

in South Korea." - Washington eliminating hunger, . homeless
ness, infectious disease, illiteracy, 
ignorance, and poverty - not just 
in the United States, but 
worldwide." 

A gut-buster - Textile World 
salutes Springs Mills, with par
ticular appreciation for the "bold 
wit" of its early ads: "The most fa
mous of these features a scantily 
dressed squaw emerging from a 
bedsheet hammock on which lies 
an exhausted-looking fellow in a 
headdress. The caption: A buck 
well spent on a Springmaid 
sheet.'" Harry 

Ring 

home from work at night either." 
-;----- Note from Colonel North in 
that predated correspondence in
tended to show he paid for that 
home security system. 

Maybe it went to the wrong 
account - Eugene Hasenfus, 
who got shot down dropping 
supplies to the Nicaraguan con
tras. is $30,000 in ho.ck for legal 
and other expenses that the gov
ernment has reneged on paying. 
Elliott Abrams had assured, 
"Everything will be taken care 
of." 

Post. · 

Uh huh - "In South Korea, 
where Confucian tradition teaches 
reverence for higher learning, stu~ 
dent protest has a long tradition." 
-New York Times. 

Now it's clear - "A country 
with few democratic traditions -
and a strong legacy of Confucian 
reverence for authority."-News
week. 

It figures - Albert Lowry, 
noted for books and seminars on 
how to parlay a shoe string into a 
fortune, filed for bankruptcy, 
claiming a checking account bal
ance of $11.68. 

Always exaggerating - An 
Oh - "Confucian concepts of 

moral government remain strong 

Sounds ~nsible - Noting that 
since 1945 Washington has sunk 
$10 trillion into the anti-Soviet 
drive, scientist Carl Sagan 
suggests: "For $5trillion we could 
have made major progress toward 

On meeting needs and aspira
tions - Lockheed honchos say 
they're "dedicated to serving both 
human needs and human aspira
tions." Sure. Like churning out 
weapons, pushing their workers 
for concessions and, recently, de
claring a 40 percent hike in stock
holder dividends. 

No givebacks there 
Chrysler execs get those cars with 
the disconnected odometers 
washed, serviced, and tanked up 
gratis at the company garage. At 
GM, the five top dogs make it to 
work in chauffeur-driven com
pany cars. At Ford, the big fellas 
are given a new car yearly. · 

-CALENDAR------------------------------
CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 
Cuba: Eyewitness Report. Speaker: Cathy 
Sedwick, participant in recent Venceremos 
Brigade trip to Cuba. Translation to Spanish. 
Sat., July 11, 7:30p.m. 2546 W Pico Blvd. Do
nation: $2. Sponsor: Militant Labor Forum. For 
more. information call (213) 380-9460. 
Oakland (East Bay) Socialist Summer 
School. 

Series I. Forging a New Revolutionary 
Leadership. 

Sat. , July 11. Class I : "The Russian Revolu
tion: 1917 and Today," 3- 5 p.m.; Class 2: 
"Why Revolutionary Socialists Defend the 
Soviet Union Today," 7-9 p.m. 

Sat., July 18, 3-5 p.m. Class 3: "The Second 
Assassination of Maurice Bishop.'; 

Sat., July 25, 3-5 p.m. Class 4: "What 
Causes War- How To Fight It." 

Series II. How to Transform the Unions. 
Sat., Aug. I. Class 1: "How Capitalist Ex

ploitation Works and Why We Need Unions," 
1-3 p.m.; Class 2: "How Our Unions ' Were 
Built: Lessons for Today's Militants," 3:30-
5:30 p.m. 

Sun., Aug. 2. Class 3: "Winning Labor's Al
lies," 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; Class 4: "The 
Labor Bureaucracy and the Aristrocrats of 
Labor," 2-4 p.m. 

A1f"Classes translated to SpaniSh and held at 
3808 E 14th St. Donation: eight classes, $6; 
single class, $1. Sponsors: Young Socialist Al
liance and Socialist Workers Party. For more 
information call (415) 261-3014 or 658-8898. 

GEORGIA 
Atlanta 
The Labor Movement in El Salvador: an 
Eyewitness Report and Slideshow. Speaker: 
Ernest Mailhot, Socialist Workers Party, mem
ber International Association of Machinists 
Local 702. Visited El Salvador and Nicaragua 
on Postal Workers for Peace tour. Translation to 
Spanish. Tue., July 14, 7 p.m. 132 Cone NW. 
Donation: $2.50. Sponsor: Militant Labor 
Forum. For more information call (404) 577-
4065. 

IOWA 
Des Moines 
Socialist Educational Weekend. 
Issues in the ' Baby M' Case. Speaker: Pat 
Grogan, Socialist Workers Party. Sat., July 18, 
7p,m. · 

The Propaganda War Agaiitst Women's 
Rights. Two classes based on the book Cosmet
ics, Fashions, and the Exploitation of Women. 
Speaker: Pat Grogan. Sun., July 19. Class I, II 
a.m.-1 p .m.; Class 2, 3-4 p.m. 
All events at 2105 Forest Ave. Donations: $2 
each class, $5 for weekend. Sponsors: Des 
Moines, Iowa; Austin, Minnesota; and Omaha, 
Nebraska, Socialist Workers Party and Young 
Socialist Alliance. For more information call 
(515) 246-1695. 

MARYLAND 
Baltimore 
Socialist Summer School. Learn about the ori
gins and development of revolutionary work
ing-class politics. 

"The Communist Manifesto." Two classes by 
James Harris, Socialist Workers Party . Class I : 
Sat. , July II, 1:30 p.m.; Class 2: Sun., July 12, 
1:30p.m. 

"Socialism: Utopian and Scientific." Two 
classes on Frederick Engels' pamphlet. Class 1: 
Sat., July 18, I :30 p.m. ; Class 2: Sun. , July 19, 
1:30p.m. 

"Lenin's Unfinished Fight: the Future of the 
Soviet Union." Speaker: Doug Jenness, 
coeditor of the Militant. Sat., July 18, 7:30 
p.m. 

"Renewal or Death." A class on a recent 
speech by Fidel Castro. Sat., July 25, 1:30 p.m. 

"Celebration of the Cuban Revolution. " 
Speakers: Rena Cacoullos, national secretary of 
the Young Socialist Alliance, recently returned 
from Cuba; Lenore Foerstal, instructor at Mary
land Institute College of Art, twice visited 
Cuba. Sat. , July 25, 7:30 p.m. 

"Important Problems for the Whole of Inter
national Revolutionary Thought." A class on a 
Castro speech on the road to building socialism. 
Sat., Aug. 1, 1:30 p.m. 

All events at 2913 Greenmount Ave. Dona
tions requested. Sponsors: Socialist Workers 
Party and Young Socialist Alliance. For more 
information call (301) 235-0013. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston 
Working People Under Attack: the New Im
migration Law. Speakers: Franz Minuty, 
Committee in Solidarity With Haiti; Aaron 
Ruby, chairperson, Boston Young Socialist Al
liance. Translation to Spanish and French. Sat. , 
July 11, 7:30p.m. 605 Massachusetts Ave. Do
nation: $2. Sponsor: Militant Labor Forum. For 

more information call (617) 247-6772. 

MINNESOTA 
St. Paul 
U.S. Labor at the Crossroads. Speaker: Mac 
Warren, member of Political Committee of 
Socialist Workers Party . Sat., July 11, 7:30 
p.m. 508 N Snelling Ave. Donation: $2. Spon
sor: Militant Forum. For more information call 
(612) 644-6325. 
Nicaragua Work Brigades: What They Are 
and How You Can Join One. Speakers: 
former brigadistas. Sat. , July 18, 7:30 p.m. 
508 N Snelling Ave. Donation: $2. Sponsor: 
Militant Forum. For more information call 
(612) 644-6325. 

NEW JERSEY 
Newark 
U.S. Navy Out of Persian Gulf!- Role of the 
United States in the Iran-Iraq War. Speaker: 
Mike Italie, Socialist Workers Party. Transla
tion to Spanish. Sat. , July 11 , 7:30 p.m. 141 
Halsey St. Donation: $2. Sponsor: Militant 
Labor Forum. For more information call (201) 
643-3341. 

NEW YORK 
Manhattan 
Why . the U.S •. · Government Fr~~ , Up 
Puerto Rican Activists and What We Can Do 
to Fight It. Speakers: Elias Castro Ramos, one 
of the Hartford 16 defendants and organizer of 
the Teachers Federation of Puerto Rico; Victor 
Nieto, Socialist Workers Party; Roger 
Wareham, New York 8 + defendant; Zoilo Tor
res, president of the National Congress for 
Puerto Rican Rights and United Auto Workers 
District 65 organizer for the Hispanic Commit
tee. Translation to Spanish. Fri., July 10, 7:30 
p.m. 79 Leonard St. Donation: $3. Sponsor: 
Militant Labor Forum/Foro Perspectiva Mun
dial. For more information call (212) 226-8445. 

Ireland in Struggle. Speaker: Martha McClel
land, Sinn Fein. Sun. , July 12,6 p.m. Commu
nity Center, 647 Columbus Ave. (btw. 9 l st and 
92nd Sts .). Donation requested. Sponsors: Irish 
Women's Studies Group, Militant Labor 
Forum, Puerto Rican Committee Against Re
pressiQn. 

OHIO 
Cincinnati 
Socialist Summer School. Class series on the 

history of the revolutionary party. 
Sun. , July 12. "The Regeneration of Ameri

can Communism," 11 a.m.; "The Tum to Mass 
Work," 2 p.m.; "The Entry Into the Socialist 
Party and Formation of the Socialist Workers 
Party," 4 p.m. 4945 Paddock Rd. Sponsors: 
Young Socialist Alliance and Socialist Workers 
Party. For more information call (513) 242-
7161 . ' 

Cleveland 
Socialist Summer School. Three classes on 
Socialism: Utopian and Scientific by Frederick 
Engels. Sundays at 2 p.m. on July 12, 19, and 
26. 2521 Market Ave. Sponsor: Socialist Work
ers Party and Young Socialist Alliance. For 
more information call (216) 861-6150. 

TEXAS 
Houston 
Socialist Summer School. A series of six class
es on the foundations of communist politics. 
Open to both English- and Spanish-speaking 
participants. Classes every Sunday at 11 a.m. 
and Thursday at 7 p.m. through Aug. 6. 

"Stages of Human Development." Sun., July 
5, II a.m. Repeated Thurs., July 9, 7 p.m. 
Educational Weekend. Sat., July 11, 4:30 
p.m. "A Review of Two Classes on Historical 
Materialism.'' Sun. , July 12, 11 a.m. A class on 
Chapter 1 of Socialism: .Utopian and Scientific, 

Classes held at 4806 Almeda. Donation: 
$1.50 per class. For more information call (713) 
522-8054. 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle 
SI)Cialist Summer School. Two series of class
es. 

Series on Stalinism. Sundays at 2 p .m. on 
July 12, 19, 26, and Aug. 2. Readings from the 
Revolution Betrayed, In Defense of Marxism, 
Our Power Is That of the Working People, and 
New International No. 6. 

Series ori the fundamentals of Marxism. 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. and Saturdays at 1:30 
p.m. on July 9, 11 , 16, 18, 23, 25, 30, Aug. I, 
and Aug. 6. Readings from Socialism: Utopian 
and Scientific, Wage-Labor and Capital, Value, 
Price and Profit, and the Wages System. 

Translation to Spanish. All classes at 5517 
Rainier Ave. S. Donation: $1 per class or $5 for 
both series. Sponsors: Socialist Workers Party 
and Young Socialist Alliance. For more infor
mation call (602) 723-5330. 

-If YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP·--------------
Where to find the Socialist Workers Party, 

Young Socialist Alliance, and Pathfinder 
bookstores. 

ALABAMA: Birmingham: SWP, YSA, 
1306 !stAve. N. Zip: 35203. Tel: (205) 323-
3079. 
. ARIZONA: Phoenix: SWP, YSA, 1809 W. 

Indian School Rd. Zip: 85015. Tel: (602) 279-
5850. 

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: SWP, YSA, 
2546 W. Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-
9460. Oakland: SWP, YSA, 3808 E 14th St. 
Zip: 94601. Tel: (415) 261-3014. San Diego: 
SWP, YSA, 2803 B St. Zip: 92102. Tel: (619) 
234-4630. San Francisco: SWP, YSA, 3284 
23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (415) 282-6255. San 
Jose: SWP, YSA, 46'1z Race St. Zip: 95126. 
Tel: (408) 998-4007. Seaside: YSA, P.O. Box 
1645. :Zip: 93955. Tel: (408) 394-1855. Stock
ton: YSA, c/o Ted Barratt and Gustavo Men
doza, 825 N. San Jose St. Zip: 95203. Tel: 
(209) 941-8544. 

COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, 25 W. 
3rd Ave. Zip: 80223. Tel: (303) 698-2550. 
FLORIDA~ Miami: SWP, YSA, 137 NE 

54th St. Mailing address: P.O. Box 370486. Zip: 
33137. Tel: (305) 756-1020. Tallahassee: YSA, 
P.O. Box 20715. Zip: 32316. Tel: (904) 222-
4434. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: SWP, YSA, 132 Cone 
St. NW, 2nd Aoor. Zip: 30303. Tel: (404) 577-
4065. 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, 3455 S. 
Michigan Ave. Zip: 60616. Tel: (312) 326-
5853 or 326-5453. 

INDIANA: Muncie: YSA, c/o Scott Shaf
froth, 1125 W. Marsh St. Zip: 47303. Tel: (317) 
282-2996. 

IOWA: Des Moines: SWP, YSA, 2105 For
est Ave. Zip: 50311. Tel: (515)246-1695. 

LOIDSIANA: Baton Rouge: YSA, 4264 
Oxford Ave. #4, Zip: 70808. Tel: (504) 
766-0510. New Orleans: SWP, YSA,, 
3640 Magazine St., Zip: 70115. Tel: (504) 895-
1961. 

MARYLAND: Baltimore: SWP, YSA, 2913 
Greenmount Ave. Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) 235-
0013. 

MASSACHUSEITS: Boston: SWP, YSA, 
605 Massachusetts Ave. Zip: 02118. Tel: (617) 
247-6772. 

MICIDGAN: Detroit: SWP, YSA, 2135 
Woodwan!Ave. Zip:48201. Tel: (313):961::.0395. 

MINNESOTA: Austin: SWP, YSA, 407'/z N. 
Main. Zip: 55912. Tel: (507) 433-3461. North
field: YSA, c/o Heiko Koester and Pat Rombero, 
Carlton College. Zip: 55057. Tel: (507) 663-
4000, ext. 4570 or 4563. Twin Cities: SWP, 
YSA, 508 N. Snelling Ave., St. PauL Zip: 

55104. Tel: (612) 644-6325. 
MISSOURI: Kansas City: SWP, YSA, 

4725 Troost. Zip: 64110. Tel: (816) 753-0224. 
St. Louis: SWP, YSA, 4907 Martin Luther 
King Dr. Zip: 63113. Tel: (314) 361-0250. 

NEBRASKA: Omaha: SWP, YSA, 140 S. 
40th St. Zip: 68131. Tel: (402) 553-0245 . 

NEW JERSEY: Newark: SWP, YSA, 141 
Halsey. Zip: 07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341. 

NEW YORK: Capital District (Albany): 
SWP, YSA, ll4E Quail St. Zip: 12206. Tel: 
(518) 434-3247. Mid-Hudson: YSA, Box 650 , 
Annandale. Zip: 12504. Tel: (914) 758-0408. 
New York: SWP, YSA, 79 Leonard St. Zip: 
10013. Tel: (212) 219-3679 or 925-1668. Path
finder Books, 226-8445. Rome: YSA, c/o Cos
mos · Andoloro, 7172 Rickmeyer Rd. Zip: 
13440. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Greensboro: SWP, 
YSA, 2219 E Market. Zip: 27401. Tel: (919) 
272-5996. 

OHIO: Cincinnati: SWP, YSA, 4945 Pad
dock Rd. Zip: 45237. Tel: (513) 242-7161. 
Cleveland: SWP, YSA, 2521 Market Ave. Zip: 
44113. Tel: (216) 861-6150. Columbus: YSA, 
P.O. Box 02097. Zip: 43202. 

OREGON: Portland: SWP, YSA, 2732 NE 
Union. Zip: 97212. Tel: (503) 287-7416. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, c/o 
Mark Mateja, Edinboro University of Pa. Zip: 

16412. Tel: (814) 398-2574. Philadelphia: 
SWP, YSA, 2744 Germantown Ave. Zip: 
19133. Tel: (215) 225-0213. Pittsburgh: SWP, 
YSA, 402 N. Highland Ave. Zip: 15206. Tel: 
(412) 362-6767. 

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, c/o Mike Rose, 7409 
Berkman Dr. Zip: 78752. Tel. (512) 452-3923. 
Dallas: SWP, YSA, 336 W. Jefferson. Zip: 
75208. Tel: (214) 943-5195. Houston: SWP, 
YSA, 4806 Almeda. Zip: 77004. Tel: (713) 
522-8054. 

UTAH: Price: SWP, YSA, 23 S. Carbon 
Ave., Suite 19, P.O. Box 758. Zip: 84501. Tel: 
(801) 637-6294. Salt Lake City: SWP, YSA, 
767 S. State, 3rd floor. Zip: 8411 L Tel: (801) 
355-1124. 

WASIDNGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA; 
3106 Mt. Pleasant St. NW. Zip: 20010. Tel: 
(202) 797-7699, 797-7021. 

WASIDNGTON: Seattle: SWP, YSA, 
5517 Rainier Ave. South. Zip: 98ll8. Tel: 
(206) 723-5330. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Charleston: SWP, 
YSA, 116 McFarland St. Zip: 25301. Tel: (304) 
345-3040. Morgantown: SWP; YSA, 221 
Pleasant St. Zip: 26505. Tel: (304) 2%-
0055. 

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: SWP, YSA, 
4707 W. Lisbon Ave. Zip: 53208. Tel: (414) 
445-2076. 



G;ov't ·oops targeted Blacks in ,World ,War • D 
Continued from Page 9 
race .. . . More space is devoted to alleged 
instances of discrimination or mistreatment · 
of Negroes than there . is to matters which 
are educational or helpful." 

FBI visits 

Biddle's threats of prosecution for sedi
tion did not come out of the blue. The 
editors he was threatening knew that lead
ers of the Teamsters union and the Socialist 
Workers Party had been convicted in Min
neapolis in 1941 for violation of the Smith 
Act, which outlawed advocacy of revolu
tionary ideas. In addition, sedition indict
ments had been brought in September 1942 
against 63 members of the Temple of Islam 
(the Black Muslims), including its leader 
Elijah Muhammad. The Muslims were ac
cused of sedition because they refused to 
accept the racist, anti-Japanese stereotypes 
that were a major part of U.S. war pro-

paganda and expressed solidarity with the 
Japanese as a people of color. Although the 
Justice Department could not make the sed
ition charge stick, it did succeed in convict
ing Elijah Muhammad and the other defen
dants on draft-evasion charges . 

The government blocked shipment to 
troops overseas of Black newspapers that 
continued to publish condemnations of rac
ism and other "unhelpful" facts and opin
ions. These papers were also often confis
cated on military bases in the United 
States. 

Early in 1943, at Biddle's urging, the 
U.S . Post Office began proceedings to sus-

pend the second-class mailing rights of 
several newspapers with uncompromising 
stands against race discrimination. These 
included the Mifitant, whose contributors 
and editors included members ·of · the 
Socialist · Workers Party. The Postmaster 
General banned the Militant front the mails 
on the grounds, among others, that its arti
cles included "stimulation of race issues." 
All fighters for Black rights were supposed 
to get the point. The Militant won restora
tion of its mailing rights after a year-long 
battle that included the mobilization of pro
tests from leaders of Black groups, trade 
unions, and civil liberties organizations. 

To drive this point home to editors and 
writers for Black newspapers who insisted 
on saying things that were not "helpful," 
FBI agents began systematically visiting 
them. FBI agents also began calling on 
members of groups such as the NAACP, 
who were often enthusiastic supporters of 
the Double V campaign. The NAACP in 
particular, which was growing rapidly in 
size and activity, was targeted for infiltra
tion by FBI stool pigeons and pro
vocateurs. When fifteen Black sailors as
signed as waiters for white officers in 
Washington, D.C., protested racial dis
crimination, the navy's response was to ask 
the FBI to investigate the protesters. The 
FBI obliged by opening a full-fledged, 
nationwide "investigation," including the 
massive use of informers, against the 
NAACP. 

Linder grants to spur Nicaragua trips 

"FBI investigation of the NAACP [dur
ing the war] ... produced massive infor
mation in Bureau files about the organiza
tion, its members, their legitimate activ
ities to oppose racial discrimination, and 
internal disputes within some of the chap
ters," a U.S. Senate committee concluded 
in 1975. But these "reports and their sum
maries contained little if any information 
about specific activities or planned activ
ities in violation of federal law." 

In mid-1942 Attorney General Francis 
Biddle summoned several editors of Black 
weeklies to Justice Department headquar
ters in Washington, D.C. Biddle arro
gantly-told the editors that their coverage of 
clashes between white and Black soldiers 
at army bases was a disservice to the war 
effort. Biddle did not challenge the . accu
racy of the reports but nonetheless insisted 
that the information should not have been 
printed. The attorney general, a liberal and 
staunch Roosevelt supporter, told the 
editors · that if they did not change the tone 
of their papers, he was "going to shut them 
all up" on charges of sedition. 

Then, according to one account of the 
meeting, Biddle picked up a copy of the 
Chicago Defender and complained about 
an article on nine black soldiers being 
transported through Alabama and having to 
wait 22 hours to eat because white restau
rants in railroad stations would not feed 
them. Biddle said it would have been better 
if such an article had not appeared. In addi
tion, he said, a number of the paper's other 
articles "came very dose to sedition," and 
the Justice Department was watching it 
closely "for seditious matter." 

BY JON HILLSON 
ESTELl, Nicaragua - Before a group 

of more than 100 Nicaraguans and North 
Americans, Nuevo Instituto de Centro 
America Executive Director Beverly 
Treumann announced that the U.S. -based 
Spanish language school was naming . a 
program of Nicaragua travel and study 
grants in honor of Benjamin Linder. He 
was a 27-year-old U.S. engineer murdered 
by contra mercenary forces last April. 

Treumann made the announcement June 
7 at a reception for 30 U.S. and Canadian 
activists who will be hosted by Nicaraguan 
families here while they study Spanish at 
the NICA school, participate in volunteer 
work, and attend seminars on the country's 
revolutionary process given by Nicaraguan 
functionaries. 

"The aim of these grants," she said, "is 
to stimulate travel to Nicaragua among 
those sectors we consider most strategic in 
building a massive movement that can stop 
the U.S. war against Nicaragua, in particu
lar trade unionists, Blacks, Latinos, and 
Vietnam veterans." 

Naming the grants after Ben Linder, she 
said, "is a tribute to his example of solidar
ity and sacrifice. 

• "We want to continue his legacy, bring
ing more people to Nicaragua and inten
sifying and strengthening the struggle 
against the war." 

· The NICA program's scholarship 
grants, in existence since 1984, have 
helped 40 recipients come to Nicaragua -
the majority of them Black and Latino. "By 
naming them for Ben," Treumann 
explained, "we intend to expand their reach 
and help to motivate those who get them to 
deepen their participation in antiwar pro
test and Nicaragua solidarity activity in the 
United States." 

The first five recipients of the grants, in
troduced to cheers and applause at the 

Defense committees in Burkina 
Continued from Page 11 
appointed. Greater attention was paid to 
political education, Ouedraogo said, to 
stress that "power must serve the move
ment, the interests of the people." 

"We are not going to solve all the prob
lems in one year," Ouedraogo added. "But 
with the measures we have taken, we will 
reduce them." 

Role during war with Mali 
Although the main preoccupations of the 

CDRs are their social and political tasks,· 
they also play a role in the military defense 
of the country. This was underscored dur
ing Burkina's brief war with neighboring 
Mali in December 1985, which was pro
voked by a Malian attempt to seize a por
tion of disputed territory · along the two 
countries' commonborder. (That territorial 
dispute has since been resolved through the 
World Court.) 

"In the unfortunate fratricidal conflict 
between · Mali and Burkina," Ouedraogo 
said, "the CDRs could not remain inactive. 
Defense must be a matter for the entire 
people." 

The CDRs within the military itself car
ried out political education among the 
troops, and insured that they behaved prop
erly toward the civilian population, both 
Burkinabe and Malian. Whenever the Bur
kinabe army moved into an area, the CDRs 

arranged meetings to explain the situation 
to the population and mobilize them for 
support work. 

Many CDRs also had their own armed 
units, which helped defend positions and 
push back the Malian forces. The CDRs 
patrolled the borders, staffed roadblocks 
and checkpoints, and enforced the curfew. 

In light of that experience, Ouedraogo 
stressed that "we know that every one of 
our people can be a combatant if the cir
cumstances demand it." This is despite 
Burkina's poverty and its inability to pur
chase adequate amounts of armaments. 
"Confronted by all kinds of aggression, we 
will know how to find the ways and means 
to resist." 

Making a final point about international 
solidarity, Ouedraogo said, "We are glad, 
here in Burkina Faso, about the support of 
progressive journals, like the Militant for 
example, and of the different progressive 
organizations that exist in the United 
States." 

"Our country is far from America,'' he 
continued, "but each time we meet com
rades from the United States we feel that 
we share the same concerns, the same ob
jectives. 

"This is a comfort for our revolution. It 
helps us to better resist all forms of aggres
sion." 

packed reception, "reflect this commit
ment," Treumann said. 

They include Ben Layman, a 34-year
old Roanoke, Virginia, dairy farmer and 
longtime farm movement activist; Susan 
Moir, 39, chief shop steward for the United 
Steelworkers-organized school bus drivers 

in Boston; Adjua Adams, 40, a Black trade 
unionist and anti-apartheid activist from 
Birmingham, Alabama; Adrian Montoya, 
19, a Chicano college student from Al
buquerque, New Mexico; and Nancy Rios, 
30, a Puerto Rican activist from Amherst, 
Massachusetts. 

Militant/Hector Carri6n 
Members of Third World Coffee Brigade from United States harvest coffee in Nica
ragua in 1986. Grants honoring Ben Linder wlll enable more people from United 
States to work and study in Nicaragua. 
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Up to 35,000 miners in eastern coal
fields walked off the job during the week 
beginning June 20. The wildcats were in 
response to threatened cuts in medical ben
efits provided by the United Mine Workers 
of America health and retirement fund. 

The strikers included about 20,000 in 
southern West Virginia and others in Ken
tucky and Virginia. In Alabama 5,000 are 
striking over other issues as well. 

At stake is the health and retirement 
fund, which covers 821,000 people. The 
reduction in benefits, due to begin July 1, 
requires miners and their families to pay 
the first $250 of their hospital bills each 
year and 40 percent of doctor bills. 

The fund is administered by three trus
tees- one from the union, one from the 
Bituminous Coal Operators Association 
(BCOA), and one who is "neutral." It is fi
nanced by company payments based on 
each hour worked and each ton of coal 
mined. 

When there are work stoppages, the 
company payments come to a halt. 

THE 
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(The Militant went on a biweekly sum
mer schedule and did not appear July 9. 

Below is item from the week before.) 

NEW YORK, June 26- A few hundred 
Negro and Puerto Rican workers, some 
local labor leaders with guts, and a bunch 
of kids who want to live in a better world 
have sparked what may be a significant 
breakthrough in the hospital strikes here. 

The breakthrough consists in the fact 
that the New York City AFL-CIO Central 
Labor Council has taken a highly important 
concrete step in support of striking mem
bers of Drug and Hospital Employees 
Union Locall199. The council on June 23 
sponsored mass picketing by 1 ,500 trade 
unionists, including top city and state labor 
leaders, at the Beth-El Hospital in Brook
lyn where for a month Local 1199 has been 
on strike for union recognition. The picket
ing was in defiance of an injuntion against 
the strike. Local 1199 President Leon 
Davis is serving a 30-day contempt-of
court sentence under that injunction for re
fusing to call the strike off. 

Beside the strike at Beth-El, affecting 
350 porters, nurse's aides, dietary and 
laundry workers, Local 1199 is also strik
ing Manhattan Eye, Ear, and Throat Hospi
tal where 150 similar workers now average 
$47 a week. 

The significance of the new develop
ments goes far beyond those strikers di
rectly involved. Most voluntary hospitals 
are unorganized. This should mark the 
opening of a serious and effective cam
paign, backed by the whole labor move
ment, to organize them. Such a successful 
drive by Locall199 could spark organizing 
drives in other industries and inspire New 
York's low-paid Negro and Puerto Rican 
workers, who number over a half million; 
to a new level of struggle. 
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Phila. cops and the Constitution 
In the midst of the Philadelphia celebration of the 

bicentennial of the Constitution, an important fight over 
free speech and freedom of association is taking place. 

Fifteen organizations and individuals there have been 
compelled to file suit to stop the Police Department and 
cooperating federal agencies from trampling on their con
stitutional rights. 

In anticipation of the bicentennial events, Philadelphia 
cops drew up a plan to expand the department's spying 
and disruption activities. The police have infiltrated or
ganizations and, in May, physically barred protesters on 
Central America and other issues from a celebration 
event at which Vice President George Bush was featured. 

Supported by Mayor Wilson Goode, the cops admit to 
extensive undercover surveillance. Their justification
derided even by Philadelphia's capitalist media - is that 
they're girding against "terrorism." Their targets, how
ever, are any groups 9r individuals who oppose U.S. 
government policies. 

Among those charging they have been infiltrated in the 

"antiterrorism" effort is Pledge of Resistance, a church
related advocate of nonviolent opposition to U.S. policy 
in Nicaragua. 

Police Commissioner Kevin Tucker ducked admitting 
the Pledge had been targeted for infiltration. But, in a 
move to smear the group, he added, "Every group is in
terested in love and nature and mankind. But I have to 
consider their propensity to violence." 

The Pledge of Resistance and the Committee in Sol
idarity with the People of El Salvador (CIS PES) are the 
principal plaintiffs in the federal suit against the cops. 

Among the supporting complainants are the Labor 
Committee in Support of Democracy and Human Rights 
in El Salvador, National Organization for Women, and 
Lesbian and Gay Task Force. 

A July 8 court hearing was slated on a motion for a pre
liminary injunction to stop the illegal police activity. All 
supporters of constitutional rights should demand the mo
tion be granted. 

High court curbs GI rights 
On June 25, the Supreme Court ruled that Gls can be 

court-martialed for offenses that are not service related. 
In a second ruling, the court held that members of the 

armed forces cannot sue the government, or their offi
cers, for damages even when they have suffered the 
grossest violation of their constitutional rights. 

The right to sue the government was denied to a former 
army sergeant, James Stanley. 

Stanley was one of a thousand soldiers subjected -
without their knowledge or consent- to dangerous LSD 
experiments by the army and CIA. 

In a series of secret tests in the 1950s, they were used 
as human guinea pigs in an effort to learn more about 
how the mind-altering drug affected people. The intent, 
obviously, was to addLSD to the Pentagon's chemical 
arsenal. 

After his discharge, Stanley suffered hallucinations 
and loss of memory. He would go berserk, beating his 
wife and children. His marriage was wrecked. Only by 
chance did he learn this was the result of the experiment 
to which he had been so cruelly subjected. 

But the court ruled, five to four, that even in so jus
tified a case, a suit could not be tolerated. It would, the · 
court majority held, "~isrupt the military regime." And, 
the justices warned, it would mean an "intrusion" by ci
vilian courts into military affairs. 

But this very case, the case of flagrant abuse of the 
rights and well being of a thousand soldiers, is precisely 
why the military should not be above the law, or exempt 
from civilian review and oversight. 

The court-martial ruling came in the case of Richard 
Solorio who challenged his military trial for an alleged 

sexual offense committed off base. 
A civilian indictment would have required a grand jury 

indictment and the right to a jury of his peers. A court
martial means being thrown before an appointed panel, 
inv!Uiably composed mainly of officers. 

In rejecting the right of Gls to civilian trials for nonser
vice offenses, the justices overturned an earlier Supreme 
Court decision that a civilian trial could be denied only in 
the case of military-connected offenses. · 

That ruling had come in 1969, at a time of widespread 
opposition to the Vietnam War- including substantial 
opposition within the armed forces. 

An important side of the GI opposition to the Vietnam 
War was the growth of realization among the troops that 
being drafted or enlisting did not mean relinquishing con
stitutional rights. As citizens in uniform, they asserted 
their right to freedom of speech and assembly. 

They formed organizations, published papers, signed 
antiwar advertisements, and made speeches. They 
marched in antiwar demonstrations. 

Such moves as the present court decisions aim at fore
stalling a repetition of that experience. U.S. military 
forces are being systematically readied for use in Central 
America, the Persian Gulf and other areas of the world. 
The government knows how unpopular these moves are, 
particularly among the Gls who will be called ori to do 
the fighting and dying. Th.at' s the reason for restricting 
GI rights. 

And that is why it's so important that these reactionary 
moves be strongly resisted by all those concerned with 
democratic rights and who oppose Washington's war 
drive. 

House restricts Nicaragua travel 
Continued from front page 
ing a mercenary war against a sovereign nation that has 
committed no hostile acts against the United States, there 
is no evidence of anyone being prosecuted for doing so. 
This is true even though they are abetting a gang of mur~ 
derous mercenaries bent on bringing suffering and devas
tation to the people of Nicaragua. 

Those who go to Nicaragua to help on sorely needed 
social projects, however, are making an effective contri
bution to human progress. Their efforts should be pro
moted, not curbed. Yet they have been victims of gov
ernment spying and disruption. 

The Walker-Smith amendment is intended to promote 
stepped-up harassment of the Nicaragua Network, Quest 
for Peace, and numerous other groups organizing Nicara
gua travel and work projects. 

In the course of the House debate on the travel curb, 
Rep. James McClure (R-Idaho) called for a congressional 
probe of such organizations. 

Since the Nicaraguan revolution triumphed in 1979, 
Washington has worked hard to discourage people from 
going there. They know that nothing exposes their lies 
about the Sandinista revolution more than a firsthand 
view of what that revolution is accomplishing in the face 
of incredible obstacles. 

And despite the drumfire of propaganda, people from 
this country have traveled to Nicaragua literally by the 
tens of thousands. They have toured Nicaragua and many 
have participated in the work brigades. 

The murder of Ben Linder did not have the intended ef
fect of frightening people off, either. More people now 
want to go to Nicaragua, not less. They want to extend to 
the Nicaraguan people the kind of human solidarity that 
Ben Linder has co"?-e to exemplify. 

l4 The .Militant July 10, 19~7 

In addition, many Nicaraguan cities have been adopted 
as "sister cities" by U.S. counterparts - a process that 
U.S. aggression has fueled rather than curbed. 

Discussing the House action in the June 30 Washing
ton Post, columnist Mary McGrory observed: 

"The Walker amendment is a matter of passionate in
terest in Wisconsin, which has regarded Nicaragua as a 
"sister state" for 20 years. The Wisconsin Coordinating 
Council on Nicaragua represents 70 organizations that 
send a steady stream of labor leaders, lawyers, doctors, 
teachers and agricultural experts to make life livable for 
Nicaraguans." 

It's this kind of solidarity with Nicaragua that sparked 
this reactionary bill. Passed by a Democrat-controlled 
House, it is a bipartisan effort to thwart that progressive 
sentiment. 

The favorable House action on the bill also provided 
an assist for the drive to win congressional approval for 
renewed military aid for the contras. 

McGrory pointed out: 
"Administration advocates took the vote as an indi

cator that they may, after all, salvage contra aid . ... It 
suggests that a Democratic Congress may be as easily 
whipped into line by a weakened president as by a strong 
one." 

Opponents of Washington's dirty war against Nicara
gua have the obligation to oppose this measure becoming 
law. We must demand in the strongest way that there be 
no curbs on our right to aid the Nicaraguan people 

Friends and family of Ben Linder are doing a national 
speaking tour, telling the truth about Nicaragua and about 
Ben. Building and participating in this tour is one of the 
most effective ways to sound the alarm about this attack. 

Does .Chfua 
have too Inany 
people? 
BY DOUG JENNESS 

Many politicians and newspaper commentatbrs in this 
country, who say they are worried that the world's popu
lation is growing too fast, have been pointing to what 
they consider to be the positive example of China. China, 
they say, has averted famine and starvation through ef
fective population control measures. 

Rep. James Scheuer, a New York Democrat, wrote 
earlier this year that "we should all realize that if China 
had not instituted a comprehensive family planning effort 
in the 1960s, including the controversial one child per 
family policy, unchecked population growth, stimulated 
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in part by improved child health care and the accompany
ing reduction in maternal and child deaths, would have 
pushed the population by the year 2025 to an estimated 
5.2 billion - a sum far exceeding today's total world 
population." 

The Chinese government has adopted a policy that 
each couple can only have one child. Stiff fines are im
posed on those violating this dictum. 

Scheuer says this "approach to family planning may 
seem foreign to Western traditions, but that is natural 
considering China's whole culture is vastly different 
from ours." 

But cultural traditions don't have anything to do with 
it. This is just Scheuer's way of saying that anything that 
helps to reduce the growth of the "yellow horde" de
serves support. 

But leaving aside Scheuer's imperial arrogance, what 
are the facts? Are China's stringent population measures 
responsible for making it possible to feed the population? 

Before the victory of the Chinese revolution in 1949, 
the conditions in China were like many other heavily 
populated semicolonial Asian countries. It suffered from 
famines and cholera epidemics, and the sidewalks and 
streets were covered with multitudes of sleeping, beg
ging, hungry, and illiterate people. Today one does not 
look to China, but to India, Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangla
desh, and almost anywhere else in the semicolonial world 
for conditions like that. 

One of the most remarkable achievements is that 
China, with nearly one-quarter of the world's 5 billion · 
people but only 7 percent of the planet's cultivatible land, 
has been able to wipe out mass hunger. 

Between 1953 and 1976 th~ pounds of grain produced 
annually per person jumped from 593 to 703. And that's 
with a population increase of more than 300 million. 

And since 1979 even bigger strides have been made. 
Farm production has shot up 10 percent annually, com
pared to 2 percent annually between 1949 and 1978. 

The new regime initiated a more equitable distribution 
of food after the overthrow of capitalist political rule in 
1949. 

In addition, huge portions of the gross national product 
have been invested in new technology and the scientific 
application of chemicals in agriculture. 

The reason why there's such a big gap between theca
pacity of China and India to feed their people is not popu
lation control policies. It is the result of a revolution that 
has radically transformed social relations. The free rein 
of imperialist bankers, industrialists, and merchants was 
broken by the Chinese workers and peasants in 1949. 

The domination of the Chinese landholding class over 
agriculture was smashed and a massive land reform 
launched. And the Chinese capitalist class was exprop
riated. 

There is no doubt that the Chinese government's man
datory birth control measures have slowed down the rate 
of population growth, especially in years when special 
efforts have been made to enforce them. 

But there' s a nagging question~ Are the compulsory 
programs necessary if both industrial and agricultural 
production keep advancing the way they have been? 

The Chinese government has never been successful in 
completely imposing the one-child rule. Some richer · 
farmers or workers have been able to pay the fines for 
having "extra" children. Some government officials, 
especially in rural areas,· have winked at violations of the 
rule. 

Exemptions have also been made in some cases where 
the first child is a girl, because many people want a boy 
to guarantee the family's future economic security. This. 
reactionary attitude in itself is a commentary on some of 
the problems that exist in China and the challenge to de
veloping broader social consciousness. 

The attempt by the Chinese government to adminis
trate family size does not help strengthen working · 
people's understanding that they are the organizers of so
ciety - that they are the force, through their labor, or
ganization, and political awareness, that can increase 
both food and industrial production even more. 

China's government-imposed population control poli
cies increase the barriers to working people confidently · 
advancing along this course. 



Stakes in fight against environmental · destruCtion 
BY PmL cL:A:RK · . , 

Mounting anger about air and water pollution and 
exhaustion of soil and other resources boiled over re~ 
cently when Interior Secretary Donald HOdel urged use 
of hats and sunglasses for protection against sun exposure 
caused by depletion of the earth's ozone. blanket. · 

choked air, the dust-grey houses, and the yellow leaves 
of dying oaks, he saw the emergence of the mOdern 
working class - the dass tha:t would be capitalism's 
grave diggers. 

Marx wrote in 1844, "The worker can create nothing 
without nature, without the sensuous, external world. It 
is the material on which his labor is manifested, and by 
means of which it produces .... Man lives on nature, his 
bOdy with which he must remain in continuous inter
change if he is not to die .... " . 

The U.S. Forest Service has responded in a similarly 
mindless way to criticism of its program to make the na-

AS I SEE IT 
tional parks provide superprofits to commercial loggers. 
This was highlighted recently when Puerto Ricans dem
onstrated in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and in Chicago's 
Federal Plaza against U.S. plans to log one-third of El 
Yunque rain forest. Protecting this once-extensive rain 
forest is a matter of national pride on the island colony. 
The forest service shelved the plan for now, but Puerto 
Rican ecologists warn that the threat remains. 

Some 30 year& later Marx declared, "Labor is not the 
source of all wealth. Nature is just as much a source of 
use value (and it is surely of such, that material wealth 
consists) as labor, which itself is only the manifestation 
of a force of nature - human labor power." 

In the Dialectics of Nature written in the 1880s, Engels 
said, "Let us not flatter ourselves overmuch on account 
of our human conquest of nature. For each such con
quest, it takes its revenge on us. There at every step we 
by no means rule overnature like a conqueror over a for
eign people, like someone standing outside of nature-'
but that we, with flesh, blOOd, and brain, belong to nature 
and exist in its midst and that all our mastery of it consists 
in the fact that we have the advantage of other beings of 
being able to know and correctly apply its laws." 

Realization of the finite supply of nature's largesse is 
raising questions about human stewardship of the earth 
and all its myriad treasures. 

The science of ecology is concerned precisely with 
these questions of the relationship between humanity and 
the earth. Ecology places humankind not outside or 
above, but in the world. From a scientific standpoint, it 
examines the interrelationships, dependencies, and bal
ances that bind humans to the earth and to the material 
universe. 

Note well, what Engels wrote, nature will "take its re
venge." Unless, he added, "we know and correctly apply 
its laws." 

Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, the pioneers of scien
tific communism, saw the contradiction between human 
beings and tbeir environment. 

Under capitalism, science and technology has con
tinued to make advances. But it has also unleashed pow
ers that can obliterate the preconditions for human life. 
Only under a system where these powers may be turned 
to human welfare can we at last escape the stink of 
capitalism's death agonies. 

Marx recounted the horrible living and working condi
tions of industrial capitalism in Britain. In the smoke-

Advances in science and technology have created 
many paradoxes. There are hydrocarbon ·insecticides 
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Struggle for liberation 

I received my third copy of the 
Militant. And I'm passing this in
formation on to others here at the 
Darrington Unit who don't know 
much about revolutions and how 
others are being denied equal 
rights. 

But they say they would love to 
support the struggle for liberation, 
freedom, justice, and equality. A 
lot of prisoners here were shocked 
to find how misinformed they 
were by the news they hear on TV, 
until they heard about the Militant. 

There are some friends of mine 
and relatives who would love to 
have your paper and support its 
cause, and also some of the books 
you may have on the struggle for 
revolutions. 

And books on Karl Marx's 
Communist Manifesto and Lenin. 
Already I have lots of books and 
reading material on these two 

. great men. They had and left be
hind a powerful set of ideals and 
philosophy. 
A prisoner 
Rosharon, Texas 

British housing 
I appreciated Norton Sandler's 

informative report on the British 
elections in the June 26 issue but I 
have a question on one point. 

He states, "Thatcher's election 
speeches were careful to note that 
65 percent of people in Britain 
now own their own homes. 

Does this mean that: 

Sandler replies: About 65 per
cent of the British population for
mally own their own homes. They 
do not pay rent. 

However, reader Montauk's 
second point is well taken. Whiie 
many British workers have been 
proclaimed homeowners, they are 
still paying the government or fi
nancial institutions for their 
homes. 

Goetz verdict 
Seasoned Black leaders in 

civics and politics knew what the 
Bernhard Goetz verdict was going 
to be before the jury was selected. 

In my opinion, Mayor Koch 
created a hero climate for the 
"criminal" Goetz. Now he is try
ing to tranquilize Black New 
Yorkers into accepting the deci
sion without protest. 

Black leadership must vocalize 
their disapproval loud and clear. 
Justice means Just-Us! 

I do believe that if a Black man 
had shot four white teenagers 
under any circumstances, he 
would not have been exonerated. 
Our Black sons can now be targets 
for white vigilantes because it is 
acceptable. 

I agree with N.Y. Police Com
missioner Ward. I too am afraid of 
not only a hot summer but a hot 
year. 
Cynthia Jenkins 
Member of New York State 
Assembly 
Chairperson, Affirmative Action 
Subcommittee 

cratic right to free speech. 
The number of hours we work 

per week and our pay rates are 
governed by Good Lad's drive for 
profits. Neither competition nor 
imports prevented GoOd Lad from 
having its most profitable season 
last spring. -

While the company had its best 
season, we had our worst. We 
have to work Saturdays to earn 
what we used to earn in a 40-hour 
week. The more we work, the less 
we receive. 
Richard Gaeta 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Letter to Botha 
At its May 4 meeting, United 

Transportation Union Local 577 
voted unanimously to send the fol
lowing ·letter to President Pieter 
Botha of South Africa: 

"We, the undersigned members 
of United Transportation Union 
Local 577, strongly protest the 
dismissal. of the 20,000 members 
ofthe South African Railway and 
Harbour Workers Union. We de
nounce the criminal slaying of six 
of our brothers and the wounding 
of many others by government 
forces on April 22. We demand 
reinstatement of all those dismiss
ed and recognition of their union. 
We demand prosecution of those 
responsible for the deaths of our 
fellow niil workers." 
Jim Miles . 
Chicago, Illinois 

which destroy both harmful and beneficial organisms. 
Moreover, these poisons trickle down to ··the water 

table. In some areas~ in Wisconsin where croplands· were 
regularly sprayed with DDT; neurological scientists have 
found, in towns which cherish and take pride in their 
ground-water wells, an unusually high incidence of Par
kinson's disease . 

. Nuclear p<>wer supplies abundant energy, but it also 
prOduces lethal waste, for which no safe disposal has 
been found. 

There is also other "progress" that prOduces short-term 
profits and long-term disaster: the innocent-looking aero- · 
sol spray that clears away the planet's ozone protective 
cover; the logging machines that cut down trees with 
grass-mower efficiency and are reducing tropical rain 
forests with such inexorable speed. Besides the possible 
threats to climate, hundreds of thousands of flora and 
faunaspecies are lost before they're even listed. or iden
tified .. 

Over all this, imperialism dangles the horrifying de
structive power of the nuclear bomb! 

Butthere is a counter to all this- the gravediggers of 
capitalis!Jl, the working class. Not only are they 
exploited as wage laborers, but also they are crowded 
into dirty, stinking cities with no fresh air and where 
grass, trees, and flowers are alien. 

This all shows that there is a built-in need and thrust 
for working people and their organizations to take the 
lead in the fight against environmental destruction ·- a 
fight that is totally intertwined with the struggle to over
turn the system of capitalist exploitation. 

Phil Clark is the former editor of Horticulture magazine 
and a founder of Green Flag, a Chicago-based organiza
tion that links the strugglefor environmental protection 
with the fight for social justice. 

'We Can Always Get A Lot Of Cheap Cuts 
Out of Plant Safety' 

I. 65 percent of the population 
lives in nonrented homes? 

2. Does "own" mean their 
houses are bought, paid for, and 
the mortgage·burned or is this term 
used the same way it is usec:J in this 
country when . a "homeowner" is 
really a home buyer, with the bank 
or lending institution owning until 
the 20-30 year payments are all 
made. 

Good Lad 
After my article appeared in the 

June 3 Militant about dooo Lad, a 
Philadelphia manufacturer of 
clothing for children that is or
ganized by the Amalgamated 
Clothing and Textile Workers 
Union, 50 of my coworkers there 
bought copies. 

Thanks 
I would like to take this oppor

tunity to thank all the generous 
contributors for making it possible 
for me and others to obtain the im
portant information published 
weekly in the Militant. 

of Nicaragua. I wish all the op
pressed people my love, life, and 
loyalty. 

daily exploitation. 
A.M. 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Today's real .estate ads are 
loaded with "repossession sales" 
where the buyers defaulted. 

Many here say, ' 'I own a color 
TV, a VCR, a piano, a washing 
machine, etc.," but in reality they 
are being purchased with chattel 
mortgages enabling the seller to 
repossess if default occurs. 

I suspect it is the same in Brit
ain. 
Paul Montauk 
Oakland, California 

The article. became part of their 
discussions about how to resist the 
company's attacks on us. 

These discussions didn't escape 
the boss's attention. Peter Shein
tock, the owner, asked me not to 
write any more articles about the 
shop without consulting him. He 
admitted our wages were too low, 
but blamed this on competition, 
especially from imports. 

I refused to give up my demo-

Since receiving the Militant I've 
become consciously aware of the 
plan to control and exploit our sis-. 
ters and brothers. I'm finally be
coming aware of the corruption of 
capitalism. 

I'm only 19 years old and have 
been doing time since 1983 . I had 
very little understanding about 
socialism. But the Militant helped 

· me with its truthful knowledge. 

I am very happy for the people 
of the Cuban nation, and I found 
out about the revolutionary people 

A prisoner 
Pendleton, Indiana 

More balance 
Your magazine serves an ex

tremely valuable service by . pro
viding a different perspective to 
that available in the regular media. 

The one suggestion I do have is 
that it provide a more balanced 
view of proletarian struggle in 
other regions of the world, rather 
than placing all the emphasis on 
Nicaragua. 

It would also be informative to 
have more articles on the teach
ings of Karl Marx and in particular 
articles that explain why the vast 
majority of workers in the United 
States remain oblivious to their 

First rate 
I think your coverage is ftrst 

rate, especially on Central Aineri
ca and the building of solidarity 
movements ·here. Think I riright 
enjoy a little more on the cultural 
scene and on Marxist theory. 
A.M. 
New York, New York 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials 
be used rather than your full 
name. 



THE MILITANT 
Puerto Rican activists framed up 
lllegally seized items twisted into 'proof' of terrorism 
BY SELVA NEBBIA 

HARTFORD, Conn.- A 1980 Disney 
World brochure, a child's drawing for his 
daddy, a love letter, an issue of Perspec
tiva Mwu:lial, newspaper clippings on 
medical matters, a cooking recipe, a pre
scription for a splint for a three-year-old, 
an issue of Barricada lnternacional, a 
book by Fidel Castro, an issue of Punto 
Final: What do all these things have in 
common? 

These were among the thousands of 
items taken by U.S. government agents 
from the home of Hilton· Fernan.dez on 
Aug; 30, 1985, and held by the govern
ment as evidence in it's trial against him. 

Fernandez is one of the 13 proindepen
dence activists arrested on August 30. 
Eleven were arrested in Puerto Rico, one in 
Mexico and one in the United States. Three 
others, including a U.S. lawyer, were ar
rested on March 21, 1986. 

They are accused of conspiring in the 
1983 robbery of~ Wells Fargo depot here, 
and of being members of the Macheteros, a 
proindependence organization in Puerto 
Rico. · 

Fernandez is currently out on bail. He 
and six other defendants were held in 
prison for 16 months before being granted 
that right. 

Two other defendants; Filiberto Ojeda 
Rios and Juan Segarra Palmer, are still in 
prison, having been denied the right to bail 
under Congress' 1984 preventive detention 
bill. They are the longest-held prisoners 
imprisoned under that act. 

Hearings on what has become known as 
the Hartford 16 Case are currently taking 
place in a federal court here. 

At these pretrial hearings the defense is 
attempting to have the court declare invalid 
the .evidence illegally obtained by the FBI 
agents prior and during the arrests. 

At ·the time . this reporter attended the 
court hearings, on June 23 and 24, John 

Militant/Susan Apstein 
Last August 30 in Hartford, Connecticut, 1,000 protested frame-up of Puerto Rican 
independence advocates. Again, on this coming August 30, a march and rally will de
mand that the government free prisoners, drop charges. 

Williams, Hilton Fernandez' lawyer, was 
questioning FBI Special Agent Gabriel 
Maldonado. 

Maldonado was in charge of the 1985 
raid and the "gathering of evidence" at Hil
ton Fernandez' apartment in the Los Ro
bles Co-ops in Puerto Rico. 

"About eight agents came into my 
house, breaking down the front door of the 
apartment, and took me away," Fernandez 
said, recalling the raid and his arrest. "The 
agents were joined by several others who 
remained in my home till 10:30 at night, 
going over all my family's stuff and taking 
things away." 

They took nine boxes full of material 

from Fernandez' home. The government is 
holding five of them as evidence in the 
case. The other four were returned recently 
to the defendant, after being held for over , 
one year. 

Machetero poem 
Williams picked up a small plastic box 

from inside one of the five boxes labeled 
by the government: "Black box containing 
miscellaneous papers." 

Williams presented Maldonado with 
some of the material found in this box: a 
certificate of immunization for one of Fer
nandez' daughters, a birth certificate of one 
of the Fernandez children, a graduation 

How farmers halted 78,000 foreclosures 
BY ERLING SANNES 

BISMARCK, N.D. - Fanners won a 
· significant victory here June 3 when a fed
eral judge ordered the Fanners Home Ad
ministration (FmHA) to halt foreclosure 
proceedings against 78,000 small fanners. 
Those most immediately affected were 
13,000 fanners whom the federal loan 
agency had placed in the last or "acceler
ated" stages of foreclosure. 

The June 3 ruling is the latest step in the 
court battle that nine North Dakota farmers 

· began in 1982 after they received notice 
that FmHA planned to foreclose on their 
farms. 

The ruling has brought relief to 
thousands of farmers and showed how a 
small group of poor farmers can win wide 
backing and force a hostile federal agency 
to back down. 

Federal Judge Bruce Van Sickle ruled 
that FmHA had intentionally and re
peatedly violated a 1978 law enacted by 
Congress that required FmHA to defer loan 
payments from farmers in financial trouble 
through no fault of their own, and to 'refrain 
from foreclosing on their farms. 

In 1983 Van Sickle extended the scope 
of the case to include 8,400 FmHA bor
rowers in North Dakota. He ruled that the 
farmers had been denied foreclosure hear
ings and other aspects of due process re
quired by the 1978 1aw. Later in 1983, the 
case bec~e a nationwide class action in
volving 250,000 more farmers from 45 
other states. 

1984 rnling 
.In Febru8ry 1984 the judge ordered a 

halt to foreclosure actions against 77,000 

16 ....,. •• , 1917 

farmers until the agency changed its loan 
repayment and foreclosure policies. He 
also required FmHA to allow farmers to 
keep enough of their income for operating 
and living expenses. · 

The farmers were back in court in Janu-
. ary 1986. They revealed that the FmHA 

had repealed regulations allowing income 
from production to be used for basic ex
penses. New regulations promulgated by 
the agency permitted the · FmHA, which 
was supposedly set up to be the "lender of 
last resort," to force farmers off their land. 
The agency said it wanted "to be able to 
deal with farmers' living expenses on an 
individual basis." 

Gary Barrett of Stuart, Iowa, testified 
that FmHA had refused him an operating 
loan for 1986, had no intention of releasing 
expense money to him and was pressuring 
him to liquidate . "They were going to have . 
me dead and gone," he told the court. 

After he testified , the FmHA released 
money for Barrett's 300-acre crop and 
livestock operation. 

In March 1986, however, Van Sickle 
cleared the way for FmHA to begin fore
closure proceedings. He also ordered the 
agency to grant a hearing to farmers before 

· refusing to release money to them, and to 
allow farmers to appeal decisions about the 
amount of money released. 

In March 1987 farmers returned to court. 
They showed that the FmHA had sent out 
improper foreclosure notices to some 
90,000 financially strapped farmers. 

Lynn Hayes, a lawyer from Farmers' 

Legal Action Group Inc. of Minneapolis, 
described the agency's notices and forms 
as "misleading, unreadable, and incom
prehensible" - "so inadequate" that the 
whole foreclosure process violated the 
right to due process. 

On May 7 Van Sickle found one of the 
forms to be "fundamentally unfair" and 
gave the agency 30 days to provide the 
court with a form containing a "com
prehensive but also readable" explanation 
of the choices available to farmers facing 
foreclosure . 

On June 3 Van Sickle issued the order 
halting foreclosure proceedings, and order
ing the FmHA to reinform 78,000 farmers 
of their rights. 

There are three categories covered by the 
decision. 

1. Farmers who received notices of in
tent to take adverse action, but whose loans 
were not placed in the "accelerated" cate
gory can't be foreclosed on until FmHA 
reinforms them using proper notices. 

2. Farmers whose loans were classified 
as "accelerated" between May 7 and June 2 
also can't be foreclosed on until the agency 
reopens the procedure using proper 
notices. 

3. Farmers who received notices of in
tent to take adverse action and whose ac
counts were declared "accelerated" before 
May 7 cannot be foreclosed on for 30 days, 
during which time each farmer can decide 
whether to challenge the action based on 
the unconstitutional character of . the 
notices used by the FmHA. 

picture of Iris Rodriguez, Fernandez' wife. 
"Why did you seize this material?" Wil

liams asked Maldonado. 
"Because I found a poem in there per

taining to the Macheteros," replied Mal
donado. 

"So because you found a poem there, 
you seized the whole box?" asked Wil
liams. 

"To the best of my recollection, that was 
the reason," replied Maldonado. 

"Did you make any effort to discriminate 
among the things you seized in the box?" 
asked the lawyer. 

"We looked in the box and saw the poem 
and thought that was reason enough," an
swered .the FBI agent. 

Williams showed agent Maldonado a 
plastic bag with a label indicating that it 

· contained things found on the kitchen 
counter. Among these miscellaneous pa
pers was a date book belonging to Iris Rod-
riguez. . 

"Why did you seize this date book?" 
asked Williams. 

"I seized it under paragraph 4," replied 
the agent. 

"What part of paragraph 4 ?" asked Wil
liams. 

"I don't exactly remember, . but calen
dars usually show evidence of 'past , pres
ent, future terrorists acts,' " replied Mal
donado. 

He was citing paragraph 4 of the af
fidavit attached to the search warrant, out
lining the criteria to be used in seizing ma-
terial. It covers: · · 

"Communiques and documents: -includ
ing La Voz Obrera, distribution lists, 
targets for terrorist violence, documenta
tion of past/present/future terrorist acts , 
copies of past/present/future Macheteros 
communiques, Macheteros membership 
lists, tickets and other records pertaining to 
travel of Macheteros members, code 
books, secret writing equipment . . . litera
ture regarding international terrorism .... " 

"But Iris Rodriguez is not alleged to be a 
Machetero member," stated Williams. He 
asked Maldonado to find in the warrant any 
mention of Rodriguez' alleged member
ship in the Macheteros. 

Agent Maldonado was unable to find 
anything like this. 

Again, Williams asked Maldonado why 
he had seized the date book. 

"To the best of my recollection, it con
tained evidence of past, present, future ter
rorist acts of an alleged Machetero mem
ber," repeated Maldonado. 

"Where is the evidence of that?" asked 
WillilUlls handing Maldonado the date 
book. 

Maldonado took a few minutes to look 
through the date book and pointed out an 
entry that said, "call Yvonne ." 

"These dates don' t particularly mean 
anything to me, but somebody well versed 
on terrorism can make something of this," 
replied the agent. 

Violation of 4th Amendment 
Williams later told the Militant that Mal

donado' s testimony was very important. 
"This testimony amounted to a confes

sion of violating the Fourth Amendment [to 
the Constitution] . They seized items in the 
hopes that in subsequent investigations 
something willl tum up, and this is illegal," 
he said. 

"It has become obvious that the FBI 
search in reality had no relation to it's 
stated objective, finding evidence of a 
1983 Wells Fargo robbery. Rather it was a 
dragnet designed to bring any and all bits 
of material that FBI behavioral-science ex
perts might use to get into the heads of the 
proindependence movement to find out 
what makes these people tick, and use this 
information to destroy the Puerto Rican 
movement," added Williams. 


