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British ntiners 01eeting 
reaffirnts nat'l strike 

Ferraro 
nomination: 
no advance 
for women 8Y CELIA PUGH 

LONDON, England - Delegates from 
every area of the National Union of 
Mineworkers (NUM) met in Sheffield July 
II to reaffirm the commitment of their 
members to the strike against mine clo
sures. When the vote was taken to "reem
phasize the decision to endorse as official 
the strike," it was 100 percent- an event 
unprecedented in the union's history . 

The national strike by coal miners here is 
now in its 20th week. The miners are fight
ing the plans of the Conservative govern
ment of Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
to close 20 mines and throw 20,000 miners 
out of work in the next year alone . 

At the April NUM delegate meeting the 
decision to give the strike official national 
backing was made by a 60 percent vote . 
The strike originated in the areas which 
would be hardest hit by the mine closure 
plan and then spread nationally . Now every 
area in the country is officially backing the 
strike - even the areas where the 20 per
cent of scab miners are still working . 

Union Pres . Arthur Scargill told the 
press, "This has never happened before . 
The fact that other areas who are not on 
strike have said they will go back to their 
areas and convey the tremendous feeling in 
the conference and ask their areas to recon
sider their position is highly significant." 

The conference renewed the NUM's de
mand for the withdrawal of the government 
hit list of mines to be closed . It also reaf
firmed that the only grounds for closure ac
ceptable to the union is exhaustion of coal 

G.M. Cookson 
Striking British coal miners demonstrating in London. Recent National Union of 
Mineworkers conference unanimously reaffirmed nationwide strike. 

· reserves. The NUM is also demanding 
more government investment, no cuts in 
manpower, expansion of the industry, a 
four-day work week, and early retirement 
at age 55. 

"For the first time," said Scargill follow
ing the conference, "many miners have dis-

covered what it's about, what the issues are 
that face both the industry and the union. 

"The magnificent courage and determi
nation of our people ," he pledged, "will 
see us through to victory . Over the past 18 
weeks I have witnessed among our rank 

Continued on Page 17 

The following statement is by Andrea 
Gonzalez, Socialist Workers Party can
didate for vice-president. 

The Democrats' selection of Geraldine 
Ferraro as their vice-presidential candidate 
has sparked a lot of discussions and com
mentary . 

On the one hand, Ferraro's selection has 
elicited a spurt of sexist remarks from anti-

Andrea· 
onzaJez "for 
tee-president 

woman forces who can't stand the idea of 
women in public life. My campaign con
demns these reactionary attacks, which are 
directed at all women. 

But most commentators on Ferraro 
claim her nomination marks a historic ad
vance for women and others who suffer 
discrimination. 

This is false. 
The Ferraro candidacy is another at

tempt to convince women and other vic
tims of capitalist society that progress can 
indeed be won through the two-party sys
tem, and especially through the Democrat
ic Party . 

Mason on solidarity tour to Nicaragua 
But the Democratic Party can never be 

made to represent the interests of women 
because the Democrats, like the Republi
cans, represent the employers and defend 
and uphold the system that is the cause of 
women 's oppression: capitalism. The fun
damental social change that we need to win 
equality will not be won at the ballot box. 
And it will not be won by electing women 
to office. 

MIAMI - At a news conference here 
July 18, Mel Mason, Sociali'st Workers 
Party candidate for U.S. president, an
nounced he was on his way to Nicaragua to 
join in celebrations there of the revolu
tion's fifth anniversary . Mason is going on 
a trip of socialist workers from the United 
States, Canada, and New Zealand spon
sored by Militant-Perspectiva Tours, Inc. 

Mason told reporters he is visiting Nica
ragua to learn more about the gains of the 
Sandinista revolution . He denounced as 
"typical U.S . slander" an article that had 
appeared in the Miami Herald that morning 
charging Sandinista leader Tomas Borge 
with drug smuggling . 

·The socialist candidate released to the 
press the text of greetings he is bringing to 
the Nicaraguan people . The greetings fol
low. 

* * * 
Sisters and Brothers, 

I am proud to be joining you on the fifth 
anniversary of your triumph over the 

Socialist Workers Party 
candidate Mel Mason 

bloody dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza. 
That glorious day, July 19, 1979, struck a 
giant blow for all those struggling against 
U.S. imperialism and its puppet govern
ments worldwide . 

. The advances made by your revolution 
in the five years since stand as an inspira
tion to workers and farmers in the United 
States and around the globe. By taking po
litical power and wielding it on behalf of 
the exploited and oppressed in Nicaragua, . 
you have shown the road forward for all 
working people . 

Today in Nicaragua, tens of thousands 
of peasants own land for the. first time in 
their lives, and are receiving financial aid 
and technical assistance from your govern
ment. In the United States, by contrast, 
family farmers are being pushed off their 
land and driven deeper into debt by the 
banks, big food monopolies, and the U.S . 
government. 

U.S . trade unions are also under assault 
by bosses who are lowering wages, cutting 
medical and pension plans, and stripping 
away union rights on the job. The cops, 
courts, and Congress are backing this 
union-busting offensive to the hilt. 

But in revolutionary Nicaragua, union 
power is flourishing _ and encouraged by 
your government. The' unions have been in 
the forefront of the revolution and have 
won major improvements in workers' stan
dard of living, health and safety, and con
trol over working conditions. 

Young and old in today's Nicaragua 
enjoy a free education. Many have learned 
to read and write as a result of the revolu
tion . But in the United States, the govern
ment is shutting schools down, attacking 
teachers unions, denying Spanish-speaking 
students the right to bilingual-bicultural 
education , and trying to overturn desegre
gation programs won by Blacks. Illiteracy, 
in the richest, "most advanced" country on 

earth, is increasing. 
Your government has made free health 

care a right of the Nicaraguan people, 
bringing doctors and clinics to parts of the 
country where they never before existed . In 
the United States, where hospitals are clos
ing down and government funds for medi
cal care are being slashed, decent health 
care ·is soaring beyond the reach of many 
working people . 

Your revolution has opened a new life 
for the women of Nicaragua, who were 
condemned to discrimination and abuse 
under the Somoza tyranny. Today, the rev
olution is bringing women forward in all 
spheres of society, because the resources of 
the country are being used to uproot the 

Continued on Page 9 

Britain is a ·clear example of this. A 
woman, Margaret Thatcher, holds the 
highest office in Britain. But, true to her 
class - the employers - she uses the 
power of that office, not to advance the 
struggle for the rights of women and work
ing people, but to wage war on the British 
working class. 

In Britain today, the key to winning po
litical power for working men and women 
is not by following the lead of Thatcher, 
but that of her staunchest opponents - the 

Continued on Page 16 

Jackson cantpaign: false. step 
ln fight for Black equality 
BY MOHAMMED OLIVER 

Hundreds of activists are meeting Jbly 
19-22 in Chicago at the fifth national con
vention of the National Black United Front 
(NBUF) . Big questions face them and 
other fighters for Black equality including: 

How to fight against the U.S. employ
ers' war in El Salvador and Nicaragua. 
How to combat increased cop terror against 
the Black community . How to defend our
selves from the employers' offensive 
against our wages and working conditions . 

One of the most important questions will 
be drawing a balance sheet on Jesse Jack
son's campaign for the Democratic Party's 
presidential nomination and its impact on 
the struggle for Black rights. 

·NBUF has been. one of the most active 
organizations in the defense of Black 

rights . It led , for example, struggles 
against police brutality in New York and 
other cities . It is active in the fight for 
women's rights also. Recently, NBUF 
joined with other organizations in the 
Washington, D.C., area to speak out 
against the bombing of an abortion clinic 
there . 

NBUF is also active in the fight against 
the U.S. war in Central America and the 
Caribbean. It played a leading role in fight
ing for an anti-intervention perspective at 
the historic June 12, 1982, antinuclear 
weapons demonstration in New York, 
which drew some one million people . 
NBUF is an active participant in solidarity 
actions with the Salvadoran rebels and the 
Nicaraguan and Cuban revolutions. 

Continued on Page 10 



- -SELLING OUR PRESS AT THE PLANT GATE___..;,._ _____ _ 
BY PEGGY BRUNDY 

In Philadelphia, socialist work
ers have been reaching out through 
plant-gate sales of the Militant and 
Perspectiva Mundial to build sol
idarity with striking workers in the 
area. We recently talked with 
socialists there about their experi
ences with plant-gate sales over 
the past months. 

As in other cities, the employers 
in Philadelphia have stepped up 
their drive to seriously weaken , if 
not outright bust, the unions . 
Many workers are looking for 
ways to fight back and defend 
their unions. 

At Sun Oil's Marcus Hook re
finery , workers organized by the 
Oil, Chemical and Atomic Work
ers (OCA W) have been on strike 
since March 21 when Sun man
agement turned down the industry
wide terms accepted by the other 
major refineries earlier this year. 

At the Purex Co. in Bristol, 
Pennsylvania, workers organized 
by OCA W Local 8-373 walked 
out March 31 . Purex · demanded 
either cuts in medical benefits or a 
lower-wage increase . 

And at Merck Pharmaceutical in 
West Point , Pennsylvania, work
ers set up picket lines when the 
bosses locked out their sister local 
in Rahway, New Jersey, over con
cession demands (see story on 
page .3): 

Katy Karlin, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for Congress in 
Pennsylvania's 2nd C.D:, is one 
of the striking workers at the Mar
cus Hook refinery . Getting out the 
facts about the issues in these three 
strikes and winning solidarity for 
them has been an important focus . 
of her campaign. 

Since the eariy days of the strike 
at Sun Oil, Karlin's campaign has 
organized regular weekly trips 
there . · 

These weekly teams have in
cluded members of the SWP and 
the Young Socialist Alliance and 
other supporters of the socialist 
campaign . Most are industrial 
workers themselves, but teachers, 
medical workers, and other sup
porters also go to express their sol
idarity, sell the Militant and PM, 
and discuss the socialist perspec
tive of independent working class 
political action. 

According to Karlin, her co
workers at the refinery have been 
rriost interested in the struggles of 
the workers in Toledo to defend 
the United Auto Workers (UA W) 
union at the AP Parts plant. "The 
inspiring thing about this strug
gle," she said, "was that because 
of the solidarity shown by other 
unionists in Toledo, they won a 
partial victory. They stopped the 
scabs that day ." Management per~ 
sonnel are running the Marcus· 

Hook refinery . 
The workers at Marcus Hook 

are watching the Toledo experi
ence particularly closely because 
their sister OCAW local at Sun's 
Toledo refinery is also out on 
strike and has been involved in in
itiating actions in solidarity with 
the AP Parts workers . 

Response to Karlin ' s campaign, 
and to the SWP presidential ticket 
of Mel Mason and Andrea Gon
zalez, has been good. Picketing 
workers want to discuss how the 
socialist campaign's proposals dif
fer from Mondale and the Demo
cratic Party. 

Strikers at the Purex Co. plant 
are strong supporters of union sol
idarity. Some of them traveled to 
Toledo to participate in the May 
21 AP Parts solidarity rally, which 
was attacked by police, and to 
New Jersey to demonstrate in sol
idarity with workers locked out 
there by Merck. 

They told Militant salespeople 
that they had seen the Militant in 
Ohio and in New Jersey. they 
were glad that the campaigners 
had brought it out to their plant 
and looked forward to each new 
issue. 

The continued existence of the 
·union at Purex is now seriously 
threatened. In addition to manage
ment personnel, scabs have been 
hired to run the plant. The com-

Mi 
Striking OCA W members at Purex in Bristol, Pennsylvania. 

pany 's latest offer is to rehire only 
a handful of union workers with 
the most experience. But solidar
ity among the union workers is 
strong and the strike remains 
solid. 

More recently, a team of cam
paign supporters traveled to West 
Point and spent some time talking 

·with the picketing Merck workers. 
Karlin reports that the Merck 
workers were very interested in 
the strikes at' Sun Oil and Purex, 

and that her coworkers were glad 
to get information on the struggle 
at Merck. In thinking through how 
the unions can best resist these at
tacks by the employers, workers 
are eager to follow and .learn from 
experiences beyond their own 
plants, cities, and unions. 

At all three plants, workers are 
coming to rely on the Militant for 
its coverage and socialist perspec
tive on labor struggles around the 
country . 

'PeOple's World' hails 'Maurice Bishop Speaks' 
BY MOHAMMED OLIVER One of the most recent reviews appeared 

in the July 7 issue of the People's World, a 
West Coast weekly newspaper reflecting 
the views of the Communist Party . 

The campaign to widely distribute 
Maurice Bishop Speaks, published by 
Pathfinder Press, continues to be boosted 
through reviews of the book appearing in 
various publications. 

"The exemplary leadership of the assas
sinated prime minister," notes ·Sara Dia
mond, "and the ideals that were realized by 
the Grenadian people live on in Maurice 
Bishop Speaks: The Grenada Revolution 
1979-1983, a collection of speeches and 
interviews given by Bishop as prime minis
ter and leader of the New Jewel Move
ment." 

Bishop was the prime minister of the 
People's Revolutionary Government of 
Grenada, which came to power through a 
popular revolutionary uprising in March 
1979. The revolutionary government was 
overthrown and Bishop and other central 
leaders executed in October 1983 . The 
U.S. invasion of Grenada came quickly 
following this defeat. 

Diamond reports that "The speeches are 
framed with introductory and concluding 
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Celebrate 'Maurice Bishop Speaks' · 
ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
Grenada: Lessons of the Revolution and 
the U.S. Invasion. Speakers: Jerome Sadiki 
McBarnette, a Grenadian activist; Maceo 
Dixon, National Black Independent Political 
Party; General Vann, spokesperson for 
Tchula 7. Sat. , July 21, 7 p.m. RWDS Union 
Hall, 1901 lOth Ave. S. Ausp: Pathfinder 
PJ"ess . For more information call (205) 323-
3079. 

MINNESOTA 
Minneapolis 
U.S. Out of Grenada! Celebrate the Publi
cation of Maurice Bishop Speaks. Speak
ers: Mohammed Oliver, Militant staff writer 
recently returned from Grenada; representa
tive, National Black Independent Political 
Party; others. Translation to Spanish. Sat., 
July 28 , 3:30 p.m., wine and cheese recep
tion; 4 p.m., program. Ruth Hawkins Com
munity Center, 1801 James Ave. N. Dona
tion requested. For more information call 
.(612) 644-6325 . 

SPECIAL OFFER TO MILITANT SUBSCRIBERS 
. "Maurice Bishop Speaks" 

This collection of interviews with and speeches by the slain prime minister of Grenada 
also includes an introduction explaining the events that led to the overthrow of the 
revolution, Bishop's assassination, and the invasion by U.S. troops. 

· We are offering the book to subscribers for a special price of $4 (a $2.95 discount!). 
You can also participate in getting this important book out to others by ordering a 

·bundle of 3 or more copies for $3.50 each. ' 
----------------------------------------- -c ------ ~ ------------- -- - --- -------------------

Please 0 begin 
0 3 months/$6 
0 6 months/$15 
0 one year/$24 

0 renew 0 extend my subscription: 
0 I am enclosing an additional $4.00 

for a copy of Maurice Bishop Speaks 

Name __________________________________________ __ 

Address ___________________ _ 

City/State/Zip--------------------------------

, Telephone ·Union/Organization -----'-----------------

0 Enclosecl is $ __ for a bundle of __ copies of the book at $3.50 each to 
sell to friends and coworkers (minimum of 3 copies). 

0 Enclosed is $3 for a 12 week introductory subscription (book offer not available). 

Mail to: Mililani, 14 Charles Ln. , New York, N.Y. 10014. 
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chapters on the history of Grenada, the 
events leading up to the October 1983 
coup, the assassination of Bishop and his 
cabinet members, and, finally, the U.S. in
vasion." 

Later, Diamond explains that "Bishop 
would never surrender to any foreign 
power. In his speech 'In Nobody's Back
yard , ' given just ·one month after the revo
lution began in March 1979, Bishop 
warned Grenada's enemies: 'Though small 
and poor, we are proud and determined. 
We would sooner give up our lives before 
we compromise, sell out, or betray our 
sovereignty, our independence, our integ
rity, our manhood, and the right of our 
people to national self-determination and 
social progress.'" 

Mqurice Bishop Speaks, explains Dia
mond, "serves as a tribute to Bishop and 
the other Grenadians who did give up their 
lives . It is a tribute to all the progressive 
people of Grenada." 

The book continues to be reviewed in a 
large number of Black publications. In the 
last several weeks, Maurice Bishop Speaks 
has been reviewed in the Brooklyn Daily 
Challenger; the Challenger of Buffalo, 
New York; the Indianapolis Recorder; and 
the Louisville Defender. 

Gordon Lewis, a noted historian and 
scholar, reviewed Maurice Bishop Speaks 
in the June issue of Monthly Review, a rad
ical magazine. 

The June issue of the Caribbean Emer
tainment Guide, which is published in De
troi.t, reviewed the new book. "One of the 
greatest tragedies that Tollowed the Ameri
can-led invasion of Grenada .last fall," 
explained Steve Beumer, "was the large 
number of Americans that accepted all or 
part of the justifications for it put forward 
by the Reagan administratioh ... . This 
pattern of disinformation may have served 
the immediate purpose of covering up an 
act of wanton aggression against a tiny 
sovereign nation, but it also stirred more 
questions in the minds of Americans about 
the process that had begun to unfold in 
March of 1979 and its Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop. 

"Now, seven months later, Grenada will 
have its opportunity to speak to Americans, 
to answer those questions that the Reagan 
administration officials hoped desperately 
would never be asked, through the publica
tion of Maurice IJishop Speaks . . .. Each 
one of the twenty-seven different contrib
utions [in the book] provides a clear look at 
the problems and progress that took place 
under the leadership of Bishop. The broad 
range of material covered in Maurice 
Bishop Speaks ensures it a place as a cen
tral historical document in recording the 
experience of the Grenada revolution." 

All supporters of that revolution should 
do all that they can to ensure the widest 
possible circulation of this historic book. 
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N.J. OCAW strikers 
see solidarity key 
to win at Merck Co. 

I 

BY BOB MILLER 
RAHWAY, N.J. - Members of the 

Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers 
(OCAW) Local 8-575, who have been 
locked out for 10 weeks by Merck and Co., 
were joined by 500 unionists in a mass 
picket line, march, and solidarity meeting 
here on July II. The support activities 
were sponsored by the New Jersey Indus
trial Union Coun<;il (IUC) and 17 unions. 

Picketing outside the Rahway plant of 
Merck, the largest manufacturer of pre
scription drugs in the United States; the 
unionists were demonstrating their opposi
tion to Merck's efforts to pressure OCA W 
Local 8-575 members into submitting to 
the company's takeback demands. 

The company wants elimination of the 
cost-of-living allowance, reduction of 
medical benefits through raising the deduc
tible from $150 to $400 per family, no 
wage increase the first year and only 25 
cents the next two years, and establishing a 
two-tier wage system undt(r which new em
ployees would make about $3 less per hour 
than current workers. 

'Today our parents, tomorrow .us' 

"Corporate greed must go!" "N.J: labor 
stands united against Merck," and 
"Mercky waters rim deep" were typical slo
gans on the placards at the July 11 action. 

Members of the United Auto Workers 

(UAW) Region 9, International Union of 
Electronic Workers (IUE) District 3, Com
munications Workers of America Local 
1060, Laborers Locai464A, OCA W Local 
8-166, Amalgamated Clothing and Textile 
Workers Union, International Ladies' Gar
ment Workers' Union, and others showed 
their solidarity with OCA W Local 8-575. 

Children wore T-shirts which read 
"Today our parents, tomorrow us." 

The workers then marched to city hall. A 
petition signed by merchants urging an end 
to tlte lockout was slipped under the door, 
as city hall was locked up. 

After the stop at city hall, a solidarity 
meeting was held at the Second Baptist 
Church. It was chaired by Maurice Veneri, 
president of the Industrial Union Council. 

Archer Cole, president of IUE District 3 
and vice-president of.the IUC, said to rous
ing applause, "Merck is conspiring to 
starve people back to work on their condi
tions . Are we going to let this happen? Hell 
no, we won ' t go!" 

Jonathon House of the Committee of In
terns and Residents, which organizes 
5,000 salaried doctors in New York and 
New Jersey, announced his support for the 
OCA W workers and drew attention to the 
placard that said, "Tell your MD, no 
Merck prescriptions." We want people not 
prescribing Merck, House added. , 

The master contract between Merck and 

SWP candidate Gonzalez visits 
Puerto Rico and Martinique 
BY YVONNE HAYES 

Andrea Gonzalez, Socialist Workers 
Party vice-presidential candidate, arrived 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico, this week, for an 
eight-day fact-finding tour. Gonzalez has 
been an activist for Puerto Rican rights 
since attending Brooklyn College in New 
York, where she participated in battles for 
open admissions for Black, Latino, and 
other working-class students and was a 
member of the Puerto Rican Student 
Union. 

Before arriving in Puerto Rico , Gon
zalez went to the Caribbean island of Mar
tinique to participate in a conference in sol
idarity with the people of Grenada and 
Central America. 

Gonzalez is touring Puerto Rico to show 
her support for the struggle for indepen
dence and against U.S. colonial rule. She 
is accompanied by Martin Koppel , editor 
of the Spanish-language socialist publica
tion, Perspectiva Mundial. Gonzalez 
serves on the editorial board of the socialist 
biweekly. 

'Militant' editor in 
Quebec radio debate 
on Ferraro candidacy 

Militant editor Cindy Jaquith partici
pated in a radio debate on the Geraldine 
Ferraro candidacy for U.S. vice-president 
sponsored by the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. July 15 . The debate, aired in French 
in Quebec, also featured Jacqueline 
Simon, U.S. bureau chief of the French 
magazine Politique lnternationale; Evelyn 
Vitz, an opponent of abortion rights; and 
Barbara Lamont, a Democrat and backer of 
Ferraro. 

Jaquith argued that the Ferraro nomina
tion does not represent an advance for 
women's liberation and discussed the 
Socialist Workers Party campaign of Mel 
Mason for president and Andrea Gonzalez 
for vice-presjdent. Jaquith announced to 
Quebec listeners that Gonzalez will be 
touring Toronto and Montreal in late Au
gust. The socialist vice-presidential candi
date will address a rally in Montreal Au
gQst 25 along with candidates of the Ligue 
Ouvriere Revolutionnaire (Revolutionary 
Workers League), Canadian section of the 
Fourth International. 

The socialist candidate plans to partici
pate in two important proindependence ac
tions on July 25, the anniversary of the 
1898U.S. invasion of Puerto Rico and of 
the creation of the Free Associated State in 
1952. 

O?e of these actions will take place at 
Cerro Maravilla, where two independence 
activists were killed by cops in 1978. 
These killings, and the subsequent attempt 
to cover up the role of undercover cops in 
them, have been a focal point for protest in 
recent years. 

Gonzalez will meet with leaders and ac
tivists in the independence movement, in- . 
eluding those involved in defense of the 
victims of the U.S. government, jailed by 
grand juries for their opposition to Puerto 
Rico's colonial status. The socialist candi
date plans to discuss how her campaign can 
build solidarity in the United States with 
the fight for Puerto Rican independence. 

Gonzalez, a leader of the fight against 
U.S. war in Central Amerka and the 
Caribbean, also plans to meet with antiwar 
activists to discuss building international 
solidarity with the people of Nicaragua and 
El Salvador. Puerto Rico was a stronghold 
of sentiment against the war in Vietnam, 
and Washington's use of the island as a 
launching pad for its military operations in 
the region - including Grenada - has 
kindled deep opposition among Puerto 
Rican working people. 

Gonzalez will travel to Vieques, an is
land off Puerto Rico that has been used as a 
target for U.S. naval artillery and as a 
training ground during war games in the 
Caribbean. An important movement has 
developed, led by Vieques fishermen, de
manding the U.S. get out of Vieques . 

The socialist candidate will also visit 
Villa Sin Miedo, a community whose 
people have been threatened with eviction 
from the land they've lived on for more 
than four years . U.S. economic domina
tion of Puerto Rico is responsible for the 
conditions of poverty and extreme exploit
ation experienced by Puerto Rican workers 
and farmers such as those in Villa Sin 
Miedo. 

Gonzalez plans to bring these conditions 
to the attention of U.S .. working people on 

·her return. "Solidarity with our brothers 
and sisters on the island," she says, "will 
strengthen. the fight by workers and farmers 
in the U.S . against our exploitation." 
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Solidarity is vital to winning strike against Merck. OCA W Local 8-575 president is 
traveling to Ireland to appeal for aid from Merck workers there. 

OCAW, which represents more than 3,000 
Merck employees in five states, expired 
April 30. The union decided to work with
out a contract while negotiations con
tinued. There are 730 workers in the Rah
way l'lant. 

Background to fight 

The Rahway facility of Merck is the 
company's original plant. Merck is now a 
multinational pharmaceutical company 
with over $3.25 billion in sales. Last year it 
made $450 million in profits. The company 
projects itself as a "farnily company" and 
for many years had the reputation in the 
Rahway community of being "a good place 
to work ." 

But at 3 a.m. on May 4, Merck manage
ment locked out ·its union employees in 
Rahway . Between 3 a.m. and 5 a.m ., ml!
agement called the rest of Local 8-575 
members at home to tell them not to report 
to work. 

In negotiations at Rahway, the company 
is demanding an additional 109 takebacks. 
This includes the elimination of most job 
classifications . 

The· lockout at Rahway is viewed by 
many unionists here as an attempt td break 
OCA Wand impose these concessions. Be- · 
cause of the militant traditions of the Rah
way local, the bosses hope that busting this 
union will send a warning to other workers 
in the state not to fight back. 

Strike begins nationally 

Recognizing the stakes in the battle, 
OCA W's national bargaining council de
cided-on June 4 to call a national walk-out 
at Merck to press the union's demands and 
back the locked-out Rahway workers. 
Nearly 3,000 Merck workers walked out in 
Georgia, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, and 
California. 

Paul Renner, plant chairman at OCA W 
8:575, referring to the union's rejection of 
the two-tier wage system, said "Why 
would workers, especially in the South, 
want to join a union where they would 
make less money for doing the same 
work?" 

At a July 13 Militant Labor Forum in 
Newark Renner further explained that a 
two-tier wage structure leads to increased 
efforts to fire the higher-paid workers . He 
asked: If a company with a half billion dol
lars in profits can institute concessions, ar
guing that they must be cost competitive, 
where will it stop? · 

Two-tier contracts and other concessions. 
would just begin a downward spiral , Ren
ner said. "Where does it stop? It stops right 
here- before it starts." 

Renner also asked, "How can a company 
which has made money selling over $3.5 
billion worth of drugs to sick people cut 
our health benefits?" The workers at Merck 
are exposed to benzene, asbestos, and 
other cancer causing drugs . 

Solidarity needed 

Neal Gorfinkle, an official with OCA W 
Local 8-406 at R. P. Scherer in New Jersey, 
told the New Brunswick Home News that 
the Merck union contracts serve as a 
bellweather for the pharmaceutical indus
try. "We realize that their fight is our 
fight." 

The General Motors Linden Assembly 
plant is a stone's throw away from the 
Merck plant. Doug Stevens, until recently 
the plant chairman of UA W Local 595 at 
GM, said, "Merck Chairman John Horan 
sits on the board of GM. If his style of 

management is to lock people out, that pre
sents a serious threat to GM workers." 

Solidarity from UA W Local 595 with 
the Merck workers has inspired the locked
out OCA W members. The April-May issue 
of the UAW 595 newspaper, The Assem
bler, features a front-page article on the 
lockout headlined "Their fight is our fight 

· . .. No Concessions!" 
Workers at GM Linden collected $2,604 

on May 18 for the locked-out workers. 
Many UA W members have frequently 
joined the OCA W informational picket 
lines. 

Renner told the Militant Labor Forum, 
however, that a strike alone will not win 
the fight. It is an important tactic , he said, 
as a part of a larger labor strategy . But 
labor's strategy must be as many pronged 
as the company's. 

The companies have their Chambers of 
Commerce and their "round tables," he 
explained. That's why we need solidarity 
nationally and internationally. 

Renner explained that Joe Anderson, 
president of Local 8-575, is going to Ire
land to win solidarity from Merck's union
ized employees there . 

The Local 8-575 leadership believes that 
international solidarity is necessary when 
confronting a multinational corporation . 
Renner told the Militant Labor Forum that 
the development of a national bargaining 
council including OCA W and th8- other 
unions at Merck 's U.S. plants in the 1950s 
was an important step forward for the 
unions . In the 1980s, he said, an interna
tional bargain~ng council is needed. 

He reported that the International Feder
ation of Chemical, Energy and General 
Workers Unions has endorsed their fight. 
The federation includes affiliates in dozens 
of countries in North America, Europe, 
Latin America, Asia, and Africa. Through 
the federation, the local OCA W leadership 
hopes to make more trips abroad to win 
support for their · struggle to win decent 
wages and working conditions . 

The local OCA W leadership has in
furiated Merck as well by opposing the 
company's efforts to dump dangerous 
drugs throughout the world, especially in 
semicolonial countries . The Local 8-575 
leadership, Renner explained , has exposed 
Merck's claim that this dumping provides 
jobs in the United States . -

Fight is changing views 

Renner also pointed out how the locked
out workers are being educated by the fight 
against Merck's union-busting. Several 
workers told this reporter during visits to 
the picket line how they were unsympathe
tic to the strike of air traffic controllers in 
1981 . The common view then-was the con
trollers were not really unionists and were 
breaking the law by striking . The control
lers lost their strike and union when the 
government fired them all . 

Today , Renner explained, Merck work
ers see themselves becoming "a private 
sector PA TCO" (P A TCO is the name of 
the air traffic controllers' union) . The main 
lesson they've begun to draw, he said, is 
the need for solidarity to fight back. 

The type of solidarity displayed on 
July II is what the Merck workers will 
need more of to win their battle. As one 
Johnson and Johnson worker, Mike Shay 

'of the Amalgamated Clothing and Textile 
Workers Union, put it, "We are donating 
$100 to ourselves. You are fighting a battle 
for us ." 

Bob Miller is a member of IUE Local40f 
in Edison, New Jersey . 
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- _ YSA CAMPAIGNS, FOR SOCIALISM~~~--------------
BY GREG ROSENBERG 

On June 19, Ronald Reagan de
manded that $100 million for sum
mer jobs for youth be linked to a 
Congressional bill that included 
$21 million for U.S.-backed coun
terrevolutionary terrorists tcying to 
smash the Nicaraguan revolution. 

dinista Youth-July 19 (JS-19). As 
members of a revolutionary youth 
organization in the United States, 
we knew we could learn a lot from 
our Nicaraguan brothers and sis
ters. 

That's what Alan, a member of the 
JS-19 in Matagalpa, Nicaragua, 
told us. The song Alan was refer
ring to was the Sandinista anthem· 
which calls the "Yankee" rulers of 
the United States the "enemy of · 
humanity." 

States: racism, sexism, unemploy
ment or employment at Sub-mini
mu~ wages, and the ultimate job 
of defending the profits of the 
superrich by going to war against 
our brothers· and sisters around the · 
world. 

Gonzalez for vice-president. 
In the discussion around the 16-

year-old vote in Nicaragua, we 
were told, "The youth of Nicara
gua have acquired a high level of 
maturity. We've demonstratea 
this fighting the contras with 
rifles, · in harvesting coffee and 
cotton in the mountains, in leading 
the literacy brigades. The JS-19 
struggled to obtain this vote. The 
reactionaries opposed it - they 
said we were too young. We main
.tain that young people have earned 
this right. young men and women 
have died in defense of their revo
lution." 

The irony of demanding that 
these two issues be linked together 
can't be emphasized enough. The 
capitalist politicians in Washing
ton couldn't care less about jobs 
for young people. The only job 
they want to give us is the job of 
fighting their wars in Central 
America and the Caribbean. 

"You young people here are the 
friends of humanity, not like the 
song goes, because that's directed 
against Mr. Reagan and his class." 

We told our Nicaraguan coun
terparts what capitalism has to 
offer young people in the United 

Then the Nicaraguans explained 
what their revolution · offered 
them. 

Aid to the contras ( counterrevo
lutionaries) was stripped from the 
bill before it was passed, but $618 
million for the murderous Sal
vadoran government was kept in. 
In commenting on why the aid to 
the contras was dropped from this 

. particular bill, Sen. Howard Baker 
said, "The Nicaraguan program is 
best supported by not joining the 
issue in this bill, but saving our 
fir~ for another time." 

hi Nicaragua the firing is going 
on right now. 

I had the chance to visit revolu
tionary Nicaragua in May on a 
tour sponsored by Militant-Per
spectiva Mundial Tours. 

More than 50,000 people died 
in the course of the Nicaraguan 
revolution, many of them teen
agers. Their revolution has earned 
them free education and medical 
care, the beginning of the end of 
discrimination against women, 
and most important, the political 
freedom to build a new Nicaragua. 
The youth of Nicaragua are deter
mined to defend these precious 
gains with arms in hand. 

A young Black Sandinista in 
Bluefields on the Atlantic Coast 
said, "The revolution has given 
youth the opportunity to hold posts 
of responsibility - that's why 
young people fought. Defense 
rests on t~e youth," he said. 

Nationwide elections are sched
uled for November 4 ofthis year in 
Nicaragua. The . minimum voting 
age in the elections will be 16 
years old. 

Visiting Nicaragua has made 
me more determined · than ever to 
help build a movement of working 
people, Blacks, Latinos, and 
women in this country against 
Washington's war in Central 
America. It 's only through a big 
struggle by working people - not 
electing some capitalist politician 
-that we wilfbe able to bring this 
war to an end. 

Greg Rosenberg is a member of 
the Philadelphia chapter of the 
YSA. 

Those of us who are members 
of the Young Socialist Alliance 
(¥SA) were especially interested 
in the discussions we were able to 
have with members of the San-

Rafael Diaz 
Youth plaY, a big role in defense of Sandinista revolution. 

We described the undemocratic 
elections in the United States,, 
which are controlled by the two 
capitalist parties. We explained 
the YSA's support to the Socialist 
Workers Party campaign of Mel 
Mason for _ President and Andrea 

To find out more about the YSA 
and the Socialist Workers Party 
1984 presidential campaign, 
write to Young Socialist Al
liance, 14 Charles Ln., New 
York, N.Y. 10014. Subscrip
tions to the Young Socialist, the 
YSA's bimonthly newspaper, 
are $3 for one year. · 

SWP scores victory in Pennsylvania ballot fight 
BY FRED FELDMAN 

HARRISBURG, Pa. - A victory for 
democratic rights was scored here June 8 
when Commonwealth Court Judge Joseph 
Doyle ordereq the Pennsylvania Bureau of · 
Elections to accept the nomination papers 
of Clare Fraenzl . 

Fraenzl, a coal miner and member of 
United - Mine Workers of America 
(UMW A) Local 1197, is the Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for U.S. Con
gress froll\ the 22nd C.D. This southwest
em Pennsylvania district includes the heart 
of the state's coal industry. 

State officials had refused to accept the 
papers April 18. They stated that the SWP 
was a certified political party in the 22nd 
C.D. As such, they said, it was barred 
from circulating nominating papers and 
had to choose its candidates in a primary 
election. 

The SWP was certified as a political 
party after Kathy Mickells, its 1983 candi
date for commissioner in Washington 
County, which is part of the 22nd C.D., 
won 7 percent of the vote. Mickells had 
earlier beaten back a Democratic Party ef
fQJt to bar her from the ballot. 

Fraenzl and the SWP fought back 
against this latest attempt to restrict ballot 
rights . 

While fighting for her spot on the ballot, 
Fraenzl went to Britain to express her sol
idarity with the striking British coal min
ers. She has made international working
class solidarity a theme of her campaign. 

Mobilizing broad opposition to the 
state's attack on the socialists' political 
rights was key to winning this ballot fight, 
a fight that all working people have a stake 
in. 

With the help of Lucinda Bush, a Wash
ington County civil liberties attorney, 
Fraenzl's campaign fi led suit against the 
Bureau of Elections and the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth. 

They charged that the bureau's actions 
violated the SWP's right to choose its own 
candidates by means of a convention, as it 
has always done in the past in Pennsyl
vania. 

They pointed out that state law made it 
impossible for the SWP to use the primary 
election method, even if it wanted to. The 
law requires petitions signed by 200 regis
tered party members to place a candidate 
on the primary ballot. 

Further, they explained that, in view of 
the decades-long record of government 
harassment of the SWP, it is unconstitu-
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tiona! to require SWP supporters to pub
licly register as party members. 

In effect the Bureau of Elections was 
pulling a Catch-22. The significant SWP 
vote in 1983, the bureau argued, meant that 
the SWP had to ll)eet new and impossible 
conditions to get on the ballot in 1984. 

The SWP campaign mobilized consider
able support in defense of its democratic 
rights. Statements of protest from across 
the state poured into the elections bureau. 

Those calling for placing Fraenzl on the 
ballot included the president of her UMW A 
local; the president and former president of 
UMW A Local 2350; Pittsburgh NAACP 
Pres. Harvey Adams; Wilkinsburg 
NAACP Pres. Bob Pitts; Pittsburgh City 
Controller Tom Flaherty; and State As
semblyman David Sweet. 

Even Congressman Austin Murphy, the 
Democratic incumbent in Fraenzl's dis
trict, told the media that he felt the bu-

reau's position was wrong and that she party would gravely burden the freedom of 
should appear on the ballot. association guaranteed by the First and 

The American Civil Liberties Union Fourteenth amendments to the United 
here endorsed the SWP suit and provided States Constitution." 
help in preparing a brief. . Fraenzl greeted the outcome: "This rul-

The judge's ruling upheld some ~ey ing is a response to the wide awareness that 
SWP contentions. "We do not believe," he the Bureau of Elections was using the law 
declared, that "the legislature intended to to keep a working-class party off the ballot 
mandate pursuit of the primary process at and to further tighten the monopoly posi-
least where, as here, the number of voters tion of the big-business parties - the Re-
registered in the party makes it impossible publicans and Democrats. I expect that my 
for a candidate to utilize that process. . . . name will now appear on the November 

ballot without further ado." "We do not read the Election Code to ~ 
impose any duty on a political group to ac- The SWP will have three congressional 
tively register voters in the party name. . . . candidates on the ballot in Pennsylvania. In 

"Were such an affirmative duty to seek addition to Fraenzl, AI Duncan is running 
registration of party supporters imposed by for Congress from the 14th C.D., which in-
the Code, we doubt that it would pass con- eludes Pittsburgh. Katy Karlin is the candi-
stitutional muster. Any requirement that date from the 2nd C.D. in Philadelphia. 
SWP supporters publicly identify them- A write-in campaign is being waged for 
selves not only as supporters of particular the SWP presidential ticket of Mel Mason 
SWP candidates but as members of the and Andrea Gonzalez. 

Canadian socialists launch ele~tion c~n1paign 
BY PAT GROGAN 

The Revolutionary Workers League 
(RWL) of Canada is running five candi
dates in the 1984 federal elections. The 
R WL is the Canadian section of the Fourth 

· International and is a sister organization of 
the Socialist Workers Party in the United 
States. 

The RWL candidates Katy 
LeRougetel, Michel Dugre, Bonnie Ged
des, Larry Johnston, and Bill Burgess are 
all workers who are championing socialist 
solutions to the deep crisis facing working 
people in Canada and the oppressed 
French-speaking nation of Quebec. 

In a statement released June 29, the 
socialist candidates stressed that solidarity 
with struggles of working people in Canada 
and Quebec and throughout the world will 
be th~ starting point of their campaign. 

Michel Dugre, a 36-year-old Montreal 
garment worker, announced that he will 
travel to Nicaragaua to bring solidarity 
from North American workers to that coun
try as the Nicaraguan people celebrate the 
fifth anniversary of the Sandinista revolu
tion . 

"The RWL's election campaign is ex
plaining to Quebecois and to workers in 
English Canada that the victory of the Nic
araguan people in 1979 is a powerful aid to 
our own struggle against the same bosses 

and imperialist system that are responsible 
for the economic crisis here at home," 
Dugre said. "This is the same system that 
refuses to grant any measure of self-deter
mination to the people of Quebec. 

The RWL calls for support to the New 
Democratic Party (NDP), Canada's labor 
party, against the two capitalist partie~ -
the Conservatives and the Liberals. 

Bonnie Geddes, who is a member of the 
United Steelworkers of America Local 
2858 in Toronto, explained, "A vote for 
either of these two parties will only per
petuate the capitalist attacks. Today that 
means rolling back workers' living stan
dards, deepening the national oppression 
of the Quebecois, and stepping up racist 
and sexist attacks." 

The NDP is financed by and based on 
the organizations of working people . Most 
of the major industrial unions in English 
Canada as well- as many public sector 
unions are affiliated to the NDP. 

The RWL candidates explained that 
every step to strengthen the NDP and de
feat the bosses' parties increases the fight
ing capacity of labor and its allies. 

"But," explained Bill Burgess, a mem
ber of the International Woodworkers of 
America, "more is needed than simply call
ing on workers to-vote NDP on election 
day c" It will require massive battles, 

Burgess explained , by workers and their al
lies to oust the bosses from government 
once and for all and establish a government 
of workers and farmers. 

Unlike the top officials of the NDP and 
the unions, the socialist candidates ad
vance the idea that the NDP must become a 
fighting party - a weapon that can unite 
the overwhelming majority of the exploited 
and oppressed in struggle. The NDP, they 
argue , must pose socialist solutions that 
challenge the control of Canadian society 
by a tiny handful of capitalists. 

Because the NDP has backed the Cana
dian ruling class' attacks on the Quebecois, 
it is discredited in Quebec . The RWL calls 
for the Quebec unions to launch their own 
hibor party that can fight for Quebec's na
tional rights and ally with workers in Eng
lish Canada. 

The RWL calls for an NDP-Quebec 
labor government that will fight for 
socialism and for Quebec's national libera
tion. 

· The RWL candidates will champion the 
needs of those most - oppressed by 
capitalism: Quebecois , women, Native 
peoples, and French-speaking minorities in 
English Canada. 

"This is the class struggle path unions 
must take up," said Katy LeRougetel, a26-
year-old machinist apprentice. 
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Militant/Martin Koppel 
Andrea Gonzalez, U.S. Socialist. Workers Party vice-presidential candidate, meeting 
with peasants at Aguayo farm in San Francisco de Macoris, Dominican Republic. 

BY MARTIN KOPPEL 
SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Re

public - Peasants are the majority of the 
population in the Dominican Republic. 
Like Dominican workers, they are suffer
ing from the increased poverty, hunger, 
and repression brought about by the crisis 
of the capitalist system here. 

The U.S. Socialist Workers Party candi
date for vice-president, Andrea Gonzalez, 
met with peasant activists on her recent I 0-
day fact-finding tour here, which was 
sponsored by the Socialist Bloc . 

land, including the vast Trujillo family 
holdings that were taken over by the state. 
Land occupations involving thousands of 
peasants have taken place, often in "violent 
confrontations with landowners or the gov
ernment forces," de Leon expiained . 

The · government initiated a "land re
form" in 1972 in an attempt to quell the 
peasant activism , but it has remaine.d 
largely on paper. Today, a handful of rich 
landowners own some 3,000 big farms that 
occupy half the arable land . Multinational 

corporations such as Gulf and Western own . 
huge tracts . Meanwhile 330,000 peasants 
are landless . 

'A new vision' 

The first peasant organizations were 
controlled by church groups and capitalist 
parties such as the currently ruling Domini
can Revolutionary Party . 

"But . it's mainly in 197fr80 that the 
large number of [local] associations begin 
to develop and organize independently ," 
said de LeOn . 

"This is when the MCI is born, as an OF

ganization that is no longer controlled by 
any state or private institution, but truly run 
by the peasants. And it has a new vision." 

Another leader added: "We have a col
lective leadership. We have peasants who 
support the Reformist Party [of Joaquin 
Balaguer], the official party in power 
today." Others, he said, support "the dif
ferent left parties; others don't support any 
party. But they can all be in this organiza
tion because it is democratic . 

"The MCI is a class organization and 
fights to defend our class interests. We 
fight for the poor peasants, not the rich 
ones. We are independent of the state , the 
bourgeoisie , and the Hindlords . And we 
seek unity with the rest of the people in 
struggle . 

"Our st~ggles focus on the govern
ment's policies. We say that the peasants 
want land and that it is the state's obliga
tion to turn over the state lands. We also 
demand technical assistance , guarantees 

[to ensure] production, health care, and 
other social and economic demands in the 
countryside ," he said . 

The two most important recent strug
gles, however·, have not been for land. 
They are demands to wipe out peasants' 
debts - especially those incurred after the 
devastation of Hurricane David in 1979 -
and to restore the pig breeding that was de
cimated after an epidemic in 1977-78. 

The struggle around pig breeding is par
ticularly significant because through it the 
MCI was able to begin to mQbilize the 
peasantry nationwide in coordinated ac
tions against the government's antifarmer 
policies. 

Pig-breeding struggle 

The demand raised was simple and 
popular, the MCI leaders explained. "We 

. went to the national congress and told them 
to give us pigs in exchange for the ones 
they had slaughtered [after the epidemic], 
one pig for two killed," said de LeOn. The 
government instead proposed a plan that 
"benefited the big merchants and rich farm
ers," but ripped off the small farmers. 

The "one for two" demand galvanized 
the peasant movement. A series of protests 
took place . In November the movement 
launched "a 12-hour occupation of 32 gov
ernment offices throughout the country. In 
a single day we mobilized more than 
12,000 peasants in simultaneous actions." 

The government was forced · to sit down 
and negotiate with the peasants for the first 

Continued on Page 13 

Independent Peasant's Movement 

Gonzalez was invited to the headquar
ters of the Independent Peasants ' Move
ment (MCI) to ·talk with seven leaders of 
the organization. 

Haitian 'slave labor' in Dotninican Republic 

One of the leaders explained to Gonzalez 
that the MCI has "I ,500 active local as
sociations, organizing a total of about 
55,000 peasants througliout the country." 

These include . he said, three types of 
peasants: "semiproletarians, who have a 
tiny plot pf land and have to find day work; 
small subsistence farmers; and small prop
rietors, who make enough to improve 
somewhat their living standards or at least 
pay their debts. " Only working farmers, 
not rich farmers. can join the MCI. 

Pedro de Leon . general secretary of the 
MCI and a peasant from the southwest part 
of the country, described the rich history of 
the peasant movement in the Dominican 
Republic . 

Since the 1961 death of dictator Rafael 
Trujillo, a big landowner himself, peasants 
have increasingly organized to struggle for 
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BY MARTIN KOPPEL 
SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Re

public- "Like slaves. That's how these 
Haitian workers are forced to live," Jose 
Maldonado told Andrea Gonzalez. 

Maldonado, a labor organizer in the 
town of Haina, took the Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for U.S. vice-president to 
visit the bateyes- slum dwellings for im
migrant Haitian cane cutters - located 
near the canefields of the state-owned Rio 
Haina Sugar Mill, just outside Santo 
Domingo. Haiti and the Dominican Repub
lic share an island in the Caribbean . 

Gonzalez visited the bateyes along with 
other socialists from the United States, 
Martinique , and Spain, as well as members 
of the Socialist Bloc. The Socialist Bloc 
had invited socialists from all over the 
world to the group' s first national conven
tion , held here June 28-30. 

Haitian 'braceros' 

Maldonado explained that 15,000 Hai
tian cane cutters are brought to the Domini
can Republic each year as braceros -
guest workers - under a contract between 
the repressive Haitian regime of Francois 
Duvalier and the Dominican government. 
In addition, rich Dominican landowners, 
including most high military officials, hire 
another 15,000 Haitians who immigrate 
without papers. 

The bosses pay $80 per Haitian and reap 
superprofits from these workers by keeping 
them in conditions of virtual servitude. 

Gonzalez was able to see how these 
workers live. It was barracks-style hous
ing. Whole families were cramped in tiny . 
rooms furnished only with metal cots . In 
some, women were cooking vegetables 
over little wood stoves . They were lucky, 
compared to other workers who often have 
to live on nothing but cane juice for days at 
a time. 

These bateyes have no services. Un
sanitary outhouses carried signs that 
warned, "Don't get sick!" Medical care is 
non-existent there . 

Gilbert Pago, a leader of the Socialist 
Revolution Group in Martinique and 
Guadeloupe, was part of the group. He 
spoke in Creole to an old man who was 
lying almost motionless on his cot. The 
man told Pago he had been sick for the past 
five years without receiving any medical 
treatment. He had been unable to work all 
this time. 

Deportations 

Maldonado pointed out that those Hai
tians wlio try togo to a .flospital , traveling 

Haitian sugar cane workers in Dominican Republic. 

several miles to another city, have to pro
duce papers. If they don ' t they are deported 
to Haiti . 

The capitalists maintain the immigrant 
workers in these subhuman conditions by 
keeping them terrorized. During our visit, 
several "country guards" on horseback 
passed conspicuously along the road. 

· These thugs act as cops, overseers, and im
migration service for the bosses and their 
government. After each harvest, the · 
"country guards" carry out sweeping raids 
through the bateyes, deporting thousands 
of Haitians. 

The bateyes are a version of apartheid. 
Haitian workers must remain there and 
carry their identification cards at all times, 
until they are obliged to return to Haiti after 
the harvest. In some bateyes, especially 
when a mood of protest fises among the 
workers, the doors are locked at night and 
opened in the morning . 

Across the street from the Haitian quar
ters was the housing for Dominican em
ployees of the sugar company . These are 
mainly foremen, as well as those working 
other jobs besides cane-cutting, which is 
ol)ly done by Haitians . The Dominicans' 
houses we saw were slightly better than the 
Haitians ' . but not much . 

· Racism 

The capitalists actively foster racism 
against the Haitians , said Maldonado. 

Alejandro, a Socialist Bloc activist in our 
group, told us that the big-business press 
here constantly foments the anti-Haitian 
hysteria, blaming the immigrants for ev
erything from unemployment to disease. 

· The bosses use this racist campaign to 
divide the working class. As the living · 
standards of Dominican working people 
are squeezed by the grip of U.S. imperialist 
domination , the government tries to con
vince them that the Haitians are to blame 
and that Dominican workers are really 
not so bad off . . . compared to the Hai
tians. 

One result of this divide-and-rule policy 
is that workers in the sugar industry, in
cluding the 100,000 Dominican mill work
ers, remain largely unorganized . However, 
as Dominican labor activists told Gon
zalez, unions such as the Qeneral Workers 
Federation , are making efforts to counter 
the racist propaganda, explaining the need 
to unite and organize all workers against 
the bosses. · 

After the visit to the bateyes, Gonzalez 
commented that these conditions were not 
unfamiliar to her. "Among the Latino farm 
workers of the Rio Grande Valley in Texas 
and California's Salinas Valley, I saw the 
same exploitation, the same racism, the 
same cop terror that Haitian workers face 
here . And it's the same problem: 
capitalism." 
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Salvadoran postal workers win strike· 
BY JOSE G. PEREZ 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua- Thousands 
of postal workers in El Salvador returned to 
work July II after winning a wage increase 
of up to 130 colones (U.S.$52) a month. 
At the same time, the Salvadoran Legisla
_tive Assembly reneged on a government 
promise of wage increases for all public 
employees. 

The freedom fighters of the Farabundo 
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) 
hailed the month-and-a-half long strike as 
"a victory and an example for the Salvado
ran workers." 
. In a July 12 broadcast monitored here, 
Radio Venceremos reported that the postal 
workers bad achieved all their demands: re
hiring of fired workers, a wage increase, 
and a government pledge to provide them 
with uniforms and shoes. 

"The victory of the postal workers points 
to a road ofstruggle and of victories for all 
the workers and exploited ofEI Salvador," 
the FMLN station said. 

At the same time, Radio Venceremos -
denounced Salvadoran Pres. Jose Napo
le6n Duarte and the Legislative Assembly 
for denying a wage increase to all public 
employees. 

''The parasites of the assembly have no 
shame in showing themselves for what they 
are: enemies of the working class," said 
Radio Venceremos. "But we workers have 
the example of the postal workers who 
firmly and militantly won their demands 
through their strike. Public employees 
have already announced new work stop
pages." 

The day the postal strike ended, a new 
strike broke out, that of 250- workers of 
Route 29, a bus system in the capital city of 
San Salvador. Workers are demanding that 
the board of directors of the bus route -

Salvadoran guerrillas march through liberated town of Jucuaran. Rebels named cur
rent military offensive in honor of workers' struggles like the postal workers strike. 

which is formally a cooperative- resign. 
They are also demanding rehiring of fired 
workers and wage increases. 

At the same time, the strike by workers 
of the Directorate of Urbanism and Ar
chitecture (DUA) continued into its second 
week . According to - Radio Farabundo 
Marti, another FMLN station, some 8,000 
workers are demanding payment of back 
wages. The DUA is part of the Department 
of Public Works, and the workers on strike 
are those engaged in road building and re
pair. 
• Meanwhile, teachers have continued to 
press for wage increases and better bene-

fits. Radio Farabundo Marti reported July 
12 that hundreds ofteachers had rallied in 
front of the Ministry of Education that af
ternoon in support of demands presented 
by their union, the National Association of 
Salvadoran Educators (ANDES - June 
2"1). 

Workers at the Cuscatlan taco factory in 
San Salvador also staged a protest July 12 
demanding an end to management union
busting maneuvers. Management is 
threatening to close the plant, supposedly 
due to a lack of raw materials . . 

The current wave of strikes and labor 
protests that began in late May with the 

postal ~trike represents a major challenge 
for the regime of Jose Napoleon Duarte, re
cently installed in office by the U.S . gov
ernment. 

The Salvadoran government has re
peatedly threatened to use military force 
against the strike, and Duarte publicly 
branded strike leaders as "subversives" -
a clear invitation to the death squads to as
sassinate strikers. These hit squads are 
drawn from the police and military and are 
therefore now under Duarte's command. 

Nevertheless, the wave of workers ' 
struggles has continued to mount. 

The FMLN has been promoting solidar
ity with the growing labor protests in the 
urban centers. Both FMLN radio stations 
have added a regular segment to all their 
broadcasts specifically devoted to report
ing and commenting on the wave of 
strikes. The FMLN has also launched a 
new military offensive, naming it in honor 
of the strikes. And on July 13, Radio Ven
ceremos added another FM relay station to 
its growing broadcasting network, this one 
covering La Paz, Usulutan, and the south
em part of San Vicente department, a heav
ily populated strip with several secondary 
urban centers. 

Previously, Radio Venceremos could 
only be heard with a short wave radio in 
that area. Radio Venceremos concluded its 
inaugural broadcast over the new relay sta
tion with a special greeting, "To the work
ers who are on strike throughout the coun
try, and to the finn postal workers, who, 
with dignity, forced Duarte's quisliflg gov
ernment to grant their demands." 

Meanwhile, statements by Duarte claim
ing that the army has extended its control in 
the eastern part of the country and that it 
has the FMLN on the run were proven to be 
empty boasts during the second week of 
July. 

NAACP takes up Black rights, elections An FMLN appeal to truck , bus, and 
other drivers to stay off all main and secon
dary highways paralyzed transport in the 
east and north of the country, and seriously 
disrupted it elsewhere. All overland trans
portation to and from Honduras was also 
cut off. 

BY KATHIE FITZGERALD 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. - The 75th na

tional convention of the National Associa
tion for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), the nation's oldest civil 
rights organization, met here July 2-6. 

Attended by 3,000 people, the conven
tion took up many issues of concern to 
Blacks, including unemployment, educa
tion, and affirmative action . 

The framework in which these issues 
were addressed, however, ,in workshops, 
plenary sessions, and evening "mass meet
ings," was the need to elect a Dem_ocratic 
Party president in November. 

In his speech to the convention, NAACP 
Executive Director Benjamin Hooks said 
the nation's problems are the result of 
"Reaganitis" and the NAACP's main goal 
is to "wipe out the evils of the Reagan ad
ministration" through registering 3 million 
more Blacks to vote before November. 

The convention adopted a number of res
olutions dealing with civil rights. These in-

• eluded a call for the ending of funds for the 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, since, 
in the words of the resolution, "the Reagan 
administration has destroyed [its] indepen
dence and objectivity." The convention 
reaffirmed the NAACP's support for the 
Equal Rights Amendment for women and 
voted to oppose a subminimum wage for 
youth . 

While the convention did not change the;: 
organization's longstanding position in 
favor of busing to achieve school desegre
gation, mention of this issue was notice
ably absent from workshop discussions or 
plenary resolutions. 

During the convention, the NAACP 
Lawyers Conferel'rce was convened to take 
up the recent Supreme Court decision on 
affirmative action in the case of Stotts vs. 
Firefighters, generally known as the Mem
phis fire fighters case. In that ruling the Su
preme Court dealt a severe blow to affirm
ative action by ruling that the Memphis fire 
fighters seniority system, which protected 
Black fire fighters from discriminatory 
layoffs, was invalid . 

At a press conference . following the 
lawyers' meeting, Herbert Henderson, 
NAACP acting general counsel, an
nounced the Lawyers Conference's deci
sion to challenge this Supreme Court rul
ing. Henderson said that the conference 
would take three actions . 
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First, it would ask Congress to define a 
bona fide seniority system as one that con
siders and protects the rights of minorities 
and women. Second, it would ask Con
gress to prohibit the Justice Department 
from using federal funds to frustrate the 
purpose of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1969. And, third, it would ask the courts 
to enjoin the Justice Department from 
"placing its heavy thumb on the scale of 
justice in order to tip it in favor of the pow
erful and entrenched white, male establish
ment." 

A large part of the convention was allo
cated to hearing the three Democratic Party 
candidates for president - Walter Moo
dale, Jesse Jackson, and Gary Hart- and 
numerous other Democratic Party politi
cians. The most well received speakers 
were Jesse Jackson and Chicago Mayor 
Harold Washington, who centered his re
marks on the need for unity in the Demo
cratic Party . 

Also attending the convention, but with 
a different message, was Black rights 

fighter Mel Mason, the Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for U.S. president. 

In informal discussions following con
vention sessions and at a reception held for 
him, Mason explained to a number of con
vention participants that the problems fac
ing Blacks and the entire working class are 
not the result of the Republican Reagan ad
ministration, but rather the bipartisan de
fense of the capitalist system by both the 
Democratic and Republican parties . 

"Do we solve these problems," Mason 
asked, "by joining one of the parties that 
are causing them to begin with? Or do we 
form our own party- a Black party or a 
labor party?" 

Socialist campaign supporters from 
Kansas City and St. Louis joined Mason in 
distributing several thousand copies of his 
campaign platform. In addition, $140 
worth of socialist literature was sold, in
cluding six copies of Maurice Bishop 
Speaks, a recently published 'collection of 
the slain Grenadian prime minister's 
speeches. __ 

The ban on road travel, in effect from 
July 10 to 13, caused some 6 million col
ones in damage "to the war economy of the 
dictatorship," reported Radio Venceremos 
on July 14~ 

In addition , on July II and July 14 insur
gents sabotaged two trains near San Sal
vador, the capital. The more serious attack 
was the second one, which was called 
"Revolutionary Heroes of June 30 - ·car
los Fonseca present," to honor the memory 
of the founder of Nicaragua's Sandinista 
National Liberation Front, who was born 
on June 30, 1936. 

According to the initial communique by 
Commander Salvador Guerra, broadcast 
over Radio Farabundo Marti, the FMLN 
destroyed two locomotives and 21 cars in 
the July 14 action . Twenty agents of .the 
Treasury Police were killed and four cap
tureo in the attack. FMLN forces suffered 
one casualty . 

SWP convention to discuss union struggles 
BY ILONA GERSH 

Hundreds of socialist activists - union 
members, Blacks, Latinos, women- will 
participate in the August 4-9 Socialist 
Workers Party National Convention and 
Education~l and Activists Conference . . 

A central feature of the conference activ
ities will be meetings, classes, slide shows, 
and films about how to chart a class-strug
gle road forward for the labor movement , 
which includes fighting against concession 
contracts, takebacks in social services, dis
crimination against women and oppressed 
minorities, and the government's war drive 
in Central America and the Caribbean. 

In the past several years, the SWP has 
made substantial progress in taking its 
campaigns to and expanding its influence 
in several national industrial unions. Time 
is set aside in the conference schedule for 
members of industrial unions to meet to
gether and discuss challenges facing work
ers in their industries, and their common 
efforts as socialist activists in the union 
movement. 

This summer, several SWP miners and a 
rail worker traveled to Britain, where they 

spoke to striking coal miners. They have 
been giving first-hand reports on the strike 
_to coworkers, union meetings, and Militant 
Labor Forums across the country. The 
union activists attending the SWP conven
tion will discuss how to further utilize these 
trips to build more union solidarity with the 
British strikers. 

Several classes at the conference will 
discuss how to build a fighting, effective, 
union movement. These include a major 
series of classes on Farrell Dobbs' four 
books on the teamsters union (see special 
offer on page 7) . 

A series of classes on the First Interna
tional, which Marx and Engels helped 
found in 1864, will take up opposing strat
egies within the labor movement at that 
time, and the course of action proposed by 
the Marxists in the British and U.S. labor 
unions. 

Other classes will take up such questions 
as how the U.S. government's immigration 
policy has affected workers in this country, 
and the development of the Marxist posi-
tion on the aristocracy of labor. · 

A few classes will include slide shows 

and videos, including programs on the 
striking Guatemala Coca-Cola workers, 
and the Arizona copper strike. Evening en
tertainment will include two showings of 
They Don't Wear Black Tie, a Brazilian 
film about a factory strike. 

If you are interested in attending the con
vention and conference, contact the SWP 
branch nearest you (see directory on page 
'16) or send the coupon below to SWP, 14 
Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 

I am interested in attending the 1984 
Socialist Workers- Party convention and 
educational and activists conference, Au
gust 4-9, in Oberlin, Ohio. 

Name ________________________ __ 

Address _______________ ___: ____ _ 

City _______ State------...., 

Zip Phone ____ _ 

Union/Organization/School _____ _ 

Clip and send to: SWP National Office, 14 
Charles Lane~ New York, N.Y. 10014. 



Contract confrontation coming in the mines 
Socialists meet to discuss defense of union; winning miners to socialism 

ancy 
Miners march on Washington during 1977-78 strike. Operators' productivity drive, 
attacks on safety, and growing fatalities among miners are again key issues today. 

BY GEOFF MIRELOWITZ 
PITISBURGH - A big battle is brew

ing in the coalfields as the coal operators 
and the United Mine Workers of America 
(UMW A) square off for a showdown fi ~ht 
over the national coal contract , set to t,X

pire September 30. The outcome will affect 
all working people. 

These are among the main conclusions 
drawn by a leadership meeting of socialist 
miners which met here July 8. Present were . 
miners from Pennsylvania, both southern 
and northern West Virginia, the southern 
Illinois coalfields, and from the mining 
towns in .the West,. a socialist . {JMWA 
member from Price, Utah . · 

They met to discuss the situation facing 
the union and how socialist miners can 
continue to participate in the effort to de
fend the UMWA from the employers' at
tacks. They also agreed on new steps that 
can be taken to develop a current of revolu
tionary Marxist miners in the ·union -
those who view themselves as inter
nationalists and see the fight to defend min
ers' interests in the framework of the need 
for the working class to fight for political 
power. 

British strike: sign of things to come 

"The experience striking British miners 
are having today is a taste of our future," 
explained Bruce Kimball a miner who 
works for Exxon in Southern Illinois. Kim
ball , who traveled to Britain when the 
strike began as a correspondent for the Mil
itant, presented the main report to the 
meeting. 

The British government's plans to close 
20 mines and cut 20,000 jobs immediately , 
and shut 70 mines, eliminating 70,000 jobs 
over the next three years, "shows the 
ruthlessness and determination of the em-

• ploying class," said Kimball . The strike, 
he said, is an important battle in "an es
calating, worldwid~class war," against all 
working people. 

Throughout the world the employers are 
determined to radically reorganize,industry 
to increase their profits. They must try to 
do this at the expense of working people. 
This results in more and more frontal as
saults on the unions, like the drive to bust 
Britain's National Union of Mineworkers 
(NUM). 

This is combined, said Kimball, with the 
employers' need to tum back the advancing 
revolutions of workers and farmers in Cen
tral America. On all fronts, said Kimball, 
the rulers and their governments must go 
further than they have today. "The U.S . 
government is not satisfied with mines in 
Nicaragua's harbors and advisers in El Sal
vador," he said, just as the employers are 
not satisfied with the steps they have taken 
so far to weaken and bust the unions here. 

The British miners strike, Kimball 
pointed out, "has also demonstrated the de-

termination and combativity of the work
ing class. The NUM," he said, "is writing a 
fightback manual," that should be studied 
by U.S. workers and miners in particular. 

Lesson of solidarity 

Of special importance said Kimball, is 
the impressive solidarity from British 
working people that has emerged in the 
course of the strike. In addition to impor
tant support from other unions, this strike 
has led to a much deeper involvement of 
women in the struggle, growing outreach 
to Britain's Black community, and impor
tant appeals to farmers. 

Kimball proposed that socialist miners 
here step up their campaign of solidarity 
with the strike. Key to this is getting out the 
truth about the heroic battle being waged 
by the NUM and its supporters. Im
mediately following the_meeting, socialist 
miners Kathy Mickells and Dave Fergu
son left for Britain to see the struggle first
hand . When they return they plan to report 
on the strike to miners and other working 
people. 

Offensive against the UMW A 

The worldwide employing class assault , 
exemplified by the attacks on the NUM, 
sets the context in which the U.S. coal 
operators are waging an offensive against 
the UMWA. 

Discussion at the Pittsburgh meeting 
painted a vivid picture of the deepgoing at
tacks on the union. Massive unemploy
ment, forced overtime, mounting safety 
violations, antiunion arbitration decisions 
and court rulings are among the many 
problems facing miners today. 

Kimball pointed to a July 9 Business 
Week article titled "Why a strike may shat
ter coal's newfound peace." The influential 
big-business weekly notes the big increase 
in productivity of union miners- a 46 per
centjump since 1978. 

That's the result , said Kimball , not of 
peace, but of the operators' war against the 
union. Business Week he observed, makes 
no mention of the 56 miners killed under
ground so far this year- a I 00 percent in
crease over 1983. 

The escalating death rate is a direct re
sult of the employers' drive for more coal 
production by fewer workers, and a corre
sponding assault on union work rules. 
Sometimes, said Kimball, the operators 
claim they ' re only enforcing the contract, 
at other times they use arbitration rulings to 
rewrite it, and if necessary, they just tear it 
up. "Their bottom line ," he said, "is to get 
what they want anyway they can ." 

Erode union power 

In Illinois, Kimball explained, dozens of 
miners have been fired this year for "absen
teeism." 

While on a recent speaking tour in coal 
fields in Alabama, talking about what he 
saw in Britain, Kimball said he learned of 
growing attacks on union seniority and job
bidding rights. 

The Jim Walters Co. mines in that state 
are a particularly notorious example of the 
operators' attempts to erode union power. 
Kimball noted a recent article in the 
UMWA Journal exposing the fact that, at 
Jim Walters, the operators "run the mines 
the way they want to." The Journal article 
titled "Stop the next Farmington," echoe~ 
the fears of m~ny miners, said Kimball, 
that another terrible accident, like the 1968 
explosion that took the lives of 78 miners 
in West Virgina, could happen again any 
day. 

Government complicity 

The operators' drive against the UMW A 
is actively aided and abetted by the govem
mentthrough the National Labor Relations 
Board (NLRB), arbitrator and court rul
ings , as well as a complete default by in
spectors from the Mine Safety and liealth 
Administration (MSHA). Another example 
of government collusion with the powerful 
and wealthy families· who own the coal 
companies is the cheap leases for national 
grass lands in the West, awarded to the 
coal operators. 

Importance of western coal 

Kimball recently traveled to Utah and 
other Western states, where he saw first
hand the gigantic challenge posed to the 
UMW A to organize the western coal 
fields . Today the union has an important, 
but small, foothold there. In the state of 
Wyoming alone, he said, the operators are 
mining 100 million tons of coal a year. 
This, he added, equals yearly coal produc
tion by all mines in Britain before the 
strike. 

The UMW A scored an important or
ganizing victory in 19&3 at one of the 
largest mines, owned by Decker Coal in 
Montana. But since the representation 
election, the company has refused to 
negotiate a UMWA contract. 

The operators use their nonunion opera
tions in the West, along with the threat of 
high unemployment, as a club against the 
union, to drive up production levels . 

In the West the operators tell miners they 
have more in common with "their" com
panies, than with union miners in the East, 
explained Cecilia Moriarity, a Utah 
UMW A member. But in fact, she 
explained, miners face the same problems 
including safety condi~ions and unemploy
ment. In her area, she said, where as re
cently as 1981 the operators were hiring up 
to 20 new miners a week, the number of 
working union miners is down from 4,500 
to 2,000 as the result of massive layoffs . . 

Union resistance 
While the coal operators are definitely 

on the prod, the battle is not one-sided . 
Coal miners are preparing to fight back. 

The unanimous decision of the 
UMWA's December 1983 convention to 
accept, "No backward steps. No takeaway 
contracts," is an accurate reflection of the . 
mood among miners, the participants in the 
Pittsburgh meeting agreed . The union has 
put itself in position to set an example for 
other working people, including postal and 
auto unionists whose own contracts expire 

in the next months. 
The UMW A has already set an impor

tant example through the national contract 
strikes it conducted in 1977-78 and 1981. 
In both cases the employin~class hoped to 
deal big blows to the union . But they met 
resistance from the union ' s militant rank 
and file . 

While some concessions were imposed 
on the UMWA , the operators fell far short 
of their goals. Following each contract 
fight, the employers continued their drive 
against the union in other forms . The up
coming contract showdown will focus the 
battle and give miners the opportunity to 
take a firm stand in defense of their union . 

Hard battle ahead 

. The socialist miners agreed that the com
ing battle will be a big challenge to the 
union . It will be up against very powerful 
ruling-class forces including the enormous
ly wealthy families who own the oil and 
steel monopolies , and in turn control most 
coal production. Clearly the government 
will continue to stand behind the operators 
as both Republican and Democratic admin
istrations have in the past. 

From the beginning of the current em
ployer offensive against the labor move
ment, the miners have been in a stronger 
position than other workers because of the 
successful fight for greater rank and file 
control of the union, waged in the late 
1960s and early 1970s. 

In the November 1982 UMW A election, 
the union ranks used . the democracy they 
have ,won to decisively oust UMW A inter
national Pres . Sam Church. The miners 
voted Church out because they believed he 
had not done an effective job in leading the 
1981 strike. In Church's place the ranks in
stalled a new, younger leadership team 
headed by Pres. Rich Trumka. The Trumka 
slate ran on a "no concessions" platform. 
Todaythe miners want to see that promise 
kept. 

·At the UMW A convention the Trumka · 
leadership won adoption of the "selective 
strike" tactic. This allows the union presi
dent to call for a strike against one or more 
of the coal companies, rather than shutting 
down all of them as the union did in the last 
two strikes. If a s.elective strike is called, 
other union members will continue to work 
and pay into an assistance fu)ld for striking 
miners. 

Joan Radin, a UMW A member in south
em West Virginia explained that in District 
17 a new layer of local union leadership 
has come forward from the ranks as part of 
the "ousting Church" dynamic that also led 
to the Trumka slate's victory. Some of 
these new young leaders have been won to 
the selective strike concept. But many min
ers, she said, still question the wisdom of 
abandoning the union's "no contract, no 
work," traditi0n . 

Kathy Mickells, a UMW A member in 
Pennsylvania District 4, explained that in 
her area many miners express confidence 
in the Trumka leadership and are prepared 
to give the selective strike a chance. "That 
·doesn't mean the questioning stops," she 
noted. The real discussion in the union, she 
said, is broader than over the selective 
strike; it is about how to fight back and 
win . 

Moriarity explained that socialist miners 
in Utah tell their fellow union members, 
"we won't win anything without a fight." 

Continued on Page 14 

Special sale oHer ---------. 

Labor history - lessons for today 
Special offer: 

$20 for all four volumes 
(25 percent off list price) 

In the 1930s Midwest Team
sters built a powerful union 
based on class ·solidarity and 
rank-ancl-file control of union 
affairs. Farrell Dobbs, one ·of the 
central union leaders and a 
longtime leader of the Socialist 
Workers Party, wrote these 
books to tell how they did it. 

Teamster Rebellion, 192 pp. 
$5.95 .· 

Teamster Power, 255 pp. $6.95 
Teamster Politics, 256 pp. 

$6.95 
Teamster Bureaucracy, 304 pp. 

$6.95 . 

Order from Pathfinder Press, 
410 West St., New York, N.Y.· 
10014. Offer available only by 
mail. Include 75 cents for post
age and handling. Offer expires 
September 1. · 

July 27, 1984 The Militant - 7 



Yesterday's downtrodden of Nicaragua 
Speak out on their revolution 

it 
Baumann 

Nicaraguan peasants at ceremony to turn confiscated land over to families organized 
into cooperatives. "Before, we were kept down by .the rich. Now we are free." 

. 
The following article describes how 

the Nicaraguan revolution has trans
formed the lives of peasants in that coun
try. It is based on interviews with mem
bers of a northern Nicaragua Sandinista 
Agricultural Cooperative, where the 
land is held in common and the work is 
done collectively. 

These cooperatives are one of · the 
fruits of the revolution, which overthrew 
the U.S.-backed tyrant Anastasio 
Somoza in 1979. For this reason, the 
cooperatives .have been a target of the 
counterrevolutionary mercenaries (con
tras) armed by Washington to try to 
overthrow the revolution. 

The article tells in the peasants' own 
words what the revolution has meant for 
them, and why the contras are failing in 
their war to return Nicaragua to 
Somoza-style dictatorship. It is taken 
from the June 28 issue of Barricada, 
daily newspaper of the SaJldinista Na
tional Liberation Front (FSLN). 

BY MARIA FLOREZ-ESTRADA 
EL CAIRO, Madriz Province, Nicara

gua - Candida Azucena Rivera dreamed 
for the first time five years ago. Before the 
revolution, even dreaming was an inacces
sible privilege. 

To be the owner of a piece of land; to be 
sure that you can feed your children every
day; to see that people are in solidarity with 
you and doctors are at hand to heal your 
children; to learn to read and write; even 
more, to feel free and have dignity- these 
are the dreams that little by little the revo
lution awoke· in the heart of this humble 
peasant from Las Segovias. 

Now Candida is the financial secretary 
of the Sandinista Agricultural Cooperative 
(CAS) called El Cairo and owns, together 
with 14 other compafleros 380 manzanas of 
land [I manzana = 1.73 acres] and 180 
head of cattle. She herself vaccinates doz
ens of children like her own because she is 
part of a health brigade. To her amaze
ment, peoples' actors reveal to her her own 
identity in a social drama about women of-a 
town called Cua. These things have con
vinced her that it is possible to make 
dreams come true. 

This is what we defend 

Nevertheless , her case is not an isolated 
one . It is representative of the way in 
which the revolution has transformed the 
lives of the eight peasant families who 
make up this cooperative and of tens of 
thousands more throughout Nicaragua. 

"Since the agrarian reform gave us our 
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1and titles , we live peacefully , because we 
have work and financing . Before we had 
no place to work, and it' s a lie that they 

·were going to give us financing . 'If you 
didn ' t own property, they wouldn't · give 
you anything. Now we have all this and the 
optimism to plant as much as each one can .. 
No one is giving us orders. And now may 
God see fit to keep the contras away ." 

The eyes of Candida look like wells that 
hold centuries of loneliness and hard work 
as she relates the story of this settlement , 
accompanied by Betulia Cerna Lagos, a 
20-year-old woman and the production 
secretary of the CAS . 

Yes, it' s still uncommon to find women 
peasants performing leadership tasks in an 
agricultural unit. It was even more extraor
dinary to discover that three members of 
the executive board of this one are women: 
those in charge of finances, production , 
and education . 

Jose Cerna Lagos , a 36-year-old peas
ant , explained why they had decided on 
this division of labor. Along with every~ 
thing else, they took into account that it 
would not be convenient to put the women 
to work in the cornfields . On the other 
hand, if the women took on the organiza
tional duties , the men could dedicate them
selves even more to the land. 

Sent to Cuba by the revolution · 

"In spite of the fact that they had only a 
low level of schooling, they have carried 
out their responsibilities well," added Jose. 
He was able to raise his own cultural level, 
thanks to the revolution, which sent him to 
Cuba for three months to learn about agra
rian cooperation and leadership. 

This was of immeasurable value for a 
man whose destiny up until 1979 was to 
work land that belonged· to 'others and to 
pay the rent with half the product of his 
labor - without the least possibility of 
dreaming about a better future for his fam
ily. 

"Five years ago we planted with digging 
sticks in the poor lands of the hills and we 
knew nothing of manure or fertilizers. 
What we produced was minimal, not like 
here," he explained,. 

Nevertheless , to get to this point was not 
easy . Accustomed to )ive and work indi
vidually, these families had to overcome 
the difficulties of adapting to the big 
changes brought about in their lives. 

Before, most of the families lived in set
tlements located near the border with Hon
duras, like Cacaulf and Santa Emilia, 
which they had to abandon due to the con
stant Somozaist military aggressions. 

The choice of El Cairo, located 12 miles 
north of S01~oto and, at one end; merely 
1.8 miles from the border, was not acci
dental. It was the result of studies and pro
jections by the revolutionary government 
for tht! strategic development of Region I . 

21 settlements like El Cairo 

Ivan Bellorfn , the member of the reg
ional government responsible for settle
ments, defined these plans as "territorial 
placements of the population as a function 
of p~oduction, in the most productive 
lands." In the case of these CAS units, the 
projection is for the self-suffiency of the 
population and the development of a dairy 
herd, since the land is most appropriate for 
this activity . 

Nevertheless , in the beginning stages of 
this plan, the members of the cooperative 
could not fully supply themselves, nor 
would the small number of men have been 
able to defend what they had built in the 
event of a mercenary attack. 

On the other hand, dozens of peasant 
families who inhabit the heights of San 
Jose de Cusmapa, southwest of Somoto, 
still find themselves settled on marginal 
lands that are not very fertile and are v.ul
nerable to enemy action . 

The solution was clear: in unity there is 
strength, trite as the saying is. 

The Unit of Special Projects of the reg
ional government is pushing forward 21 
settlements of this type in all of Region I 
(Madriz, Estell, and Nueva Segovia pfOV
inces) . It conceived the idea of moving to 
El Cairo 50 more families who would be 
distributed over an area of four manzanas 
set aside for houses and social facilities 
(school, diriing room for children , storage 
and distribution center for consumer and 
production goods, health post, etc.). 

Building their own houses 

The construction of the first 25 houses, 
each in an area of57 .6 square yards, h~s al
ready begun . The Unit of.Special Projects 
provides the materials: lumber, cement, 
zin'r , and tools, as. well as a carpenter. His 
responsibility is not only to supervise so 
that the work is done right, but also to train 
the members of the CAS to do work in the 
future without his help. 

The work on the houses is done by mem
bers of the cooperative themselves. In this 
case, on their own initiative, they also 
made the bricks to complete their new 
homes. 

Santos Marcio Olivera Vasquez is one of 
the compafieros assigned to building the 
new houses. With his trowel, this peasant 
was fortifying the foundation of a building 
with cement while he explained the signifi
cance the revolution has in his life . 

"Before there was no financing because 
they didn't listen to the poor. Before they 
kept us submerged; we were kept down by 
the rich . Now we are free, we have all 
kinds of freedom ." Pointing to his rifle a 
few feet away, he ad.ded, "now that we are 
armed, they can't drive us away like they 
did in Santa Emilia. There we had a 
cooperative and the contras destroyed it 
all." 

All for the poor 

In addition to the land, a fundamental 
conquest for the peasants of the country has 
been, according to their own evaluation, 
access to -bank financing. 

The last loan which Candida arranged 
with the branc.h of the National Develop
ment Bank was for 88,000 cordobas, [I 
cordoba = 10 cents] on June 20. 

With this money they financed the prep
aration and sowing of one manzanaof yuca 
and one of sugar cane to assure feed for the 
cattle . These crops are in addition to 10 
manzanas of beans and 15 of corn , which 
they had planted for consumption by the 
families. And they improved defenses and 

· bought pesticide to fumigate against the in
sect plagues that commonly appear. 

"We ' ve already paid our old debts," said 
the financial secretary with evident pride. 
She said that the CAS plans to gradually 
extend the area of cultivation, to add 80 
head to the herd and to begin a family veg-

etable garden in a few days with a new 
loan . 

"We the women are going to work this 
garden ," adds Petulia, the production sec
retary . Since vegetables must be grbwn a 
certain way, however, they 'II receive help 
from SINAFORP [a branch of the ministry 
of agriculture]. 

Health, education, and the children 

The 39 children who inhabit El Cairo at 
this time receive a balanced diet, which in 
the past wasn't possible. Every week 
INSSBI [the social security and welfare 
ministry] provides meat and chicken as 
well as vegetables in wha~ constitutes an 
extension of the children 's dining room of 
the settlem~nt "Hermanos Martinez." 

A doctor visits them every month, since 
the closest health post is still too far for the 
mothers and children to walk to. 

A new road is being finished by MI
CONS [the ministry of construction] to f<,t
cilitate the shipment of milk and surpluses 
of basic grains. with an eye toward supply
ing this region . 

The children' s school is taught by a 
teacher who is also a coordinator of the 
CEP [the adult education program] . Due to 
the long distance , she arrives from Somoto 
on Monday and stays in El Cairo until the 
following Friday. 

Now no one humiliates us 

There is , nevertheless, another funda
mental conquest of the peasants that is only 
felt when you hear confessions like the one 
Candida made . 

One day she met two women inter
nationalists, a Mexican and a German who 
were working with the INSSBI program. 
The compafieras shared experiences with 
her for a few days until a friendship began 
to develop. "Not even in my dreams had it 

- crossed my mind that I could talk with a 
Mexican and German," says Candida. 

She also remembers that when she was a 
child in Somoto, she was entrusted with the 
job of bringing clean clothes to a man 
named Efrafn Dfaz , apparently the director 
of a school . 

When the man opened the door of his 
house and saw the poor girl , he slammed 
the door iri her face saying she was "dirty-
ing" his house. · 

Candida never forgot the humiliation . 
She says, "Now we go where we never 
went before, and if someone says some
thing, we know how to answer." 

And speaking about the elections com
ing up, she recalls what the voting was like 
in Cacaulf during the Somoza era, which 
she suffered under for 27 years. 

A National Guard corporal threateningly 
told them that everyone in the village more 
than 15 years old had to register. She was 
16 when she received her first nacatamal 
[meat pie] , three cordobas , and a drink for 

·voting . 
"I ate the nacatamal. In the voting booth 

I put crosses in both spaces , the one with 
the red flag of the Liberal Party and the one 
with the green flag of the Conservatives," 
she says mischievously. 

She adds, "Now we are free, . we know 
goOd from bad , we look at what we've " 
achieved and we know what side we're 

1on ." 
Petulia, who hasn't voted yet , gives her 

opinion. "Now I'm hoping to give my first 
vote to the revolution." 

Banicada lntemacional, the weekly 
official voice of the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front, is now available in 
Spanish and English. The price is 6 
months for $12. 

Send check or money order to: 
Barricada lnternacional 
Apdo. No. 576 
Managua, Nicaragua. 



Nicaragua expels ten ·priests 
for counterrevolutionary acts 
BY JOSE G. PEREZ 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua~ Tlfe Nicara
guan government expelled I 0 foreign 
priests from the country July 9 in the wake 
of a counterrevolutionary provocation led 
by Miguel Obando y Bravo, Catholic 
Archbishop of Managua. 

The government revoked the priests ' re
sidence permits because they "have vio
lated the laws of our country . . . and have 
p~rticipated in plans that seek to provoke a 

Sandinista National Liber.ation Front 
(FSLN) leader Tomas Borge announced 
July 17 that the FSLN's candidate for 

. president in the November national elec
tions will be Daniel Ortega, coordinator 
of the junta of Nicaragua's government. 
The FSLN candidate for vice-president 
will be junta member Sergio Ramirez. 

confrontation between the Sandinista 
People's Revolution and the Catholic 
church," explained a brief communique. 

The expulsion came only hours after 
Obando and more that two dozen other 
Catholic priests staged an. illegal march in 
support of a proven terrorist, Luis Amado 
Peiia. 

The demonstration had . been publicized 
through the U.S . government's Voice of 
America radio station; the CIA-sponsored 
"Radio 15 de Septiembre," which broad
casts from Honduras; and homilies in Cath
olic churches here the previous Sunday. 
Nevertlteless, ·the march was very small , 
with more reporters than demonstrators in 
attendance. 

In addition to the priests , participants in
cl.uded leaders of the Democratic Coordi
nating Committee, a coalition of capitalist 
parties , right-wing unions , and bosses' or
ganizations that still function legally . 

The march went from a church to a semi
nary where Peiia, who is also a ·catholic 
priest, is confined . Obando and the other 
priests made a public display of hugging 
Father Peiia and then said mass together 
with him . 

During the mass , Obando denounced the 
charges against Peiia as a Sandinista 
"plot ." He also proclaimed his solidarity 
with Peiia, saying, "He is not alone. He has · 
his brother priests and believers who have 

Crooked propaganda 
from 'La Prensa' 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua How 
crookedly enemies of the Nicaraguan revo
lution fabricate anti-Sandinista propaganda 
is shown by the case of the capitalist daily 
La Prensa. 

Outside of Nicaragua, the story being 
told is that the paper isn't publishing be
cause the government won ' t allow it to 
print news about the expulsion of the 
priests. 

That's a lie. 
The truth is La Prensa stopped circulat

ing on July 7, two days before the counter
. revolutionary provocations that led to the 
expulsion of the 10 priests. · 

On July 6 La Prensa had warned that 
there might be "anomalies" in the paper's 
circulation due to "a restructuring of the 
routes of distribution :" 

A hint of the kind of "restructuring" un
der way was given by a three-inch display 
ad in the classified section that offered jobs 
delivering La Prensa to subscribers. The 
ad was headlined: "Urgent , urgent , ur
gent!" 

The fact is that the workers who deliver 
La Prensa are on strike for higher pay and 
against a vindictive firing . Although the 
weekend and Monday editions were 
printed, subscribers didn't receive them . 

The workers say that on Tuesday, July 
10, the day following the expulsion of the 
priests, management decided not to print 
the paper because it wasn't being distri
buted. The censorship charge was fabri
cated to cover up the real reason for the de
cision and to make propaganda internation
ally . 

La Prensa is a paper you can count on . 
Even when-it doesn't print, it lies. · 

-J.G.P. 

accompanied him the whole time. " 
The gov~rnment had appealed to Catho

lic officials to call off the march. Under a 
two-year-old state of emergency decreed in 
response to the U.S. war against Nicara
gua, political street demonstrations are il
legal , although indoor rallies are not . 

Although the demonstration was against 
the law, Sandinista police did not take any 
action against it. Instead, police say they 
"withdrew to a prudent distance to avoid 
the risk of being provoked." During the 
march some people shouted openly coun
terrevolutionary slogans , including one of 
the main slogans of the CIA-backed Nica
raguan Democratic Force (FDN): "Christ 
yesterday, Christ today , Christ always. " 
The FDN is the main counterrevolutionary 
group carrying out military attacks on Nic
aragua. 

The formal pretext for the provocative 
demonstration was the situation of Father 
Peiia, who is awaiting trial for counterrev
olutionary activities . Sandinista police 
caught Peiia red-handed while he was try
ing to deliver bombs and explosives to 
another member of the FDN. 

To show what was involved was not re
ligious persecution, on June 20 Sandinista 
authorities made public lengthy videotapes 
produced with hidden cameras. They show 
Father Peiia receiving weapons , explo
sives, and instructions on how to use them. 
They also show Father Peiia advoca.ting the 
assassination of leaders of the Sandini~ta 

National Liberation Front and the holding 
of provocative street demonstrations that 
would result in people getting killed . 

Despite tile overwhelming and irrefuta
ble evidence against Pefia, the revolution
ary government decided to treat him with 
extreme leniency . Father Pefia wasn ' t even 
detained for questioning; instead , the gov
ernment asked church officials to relieve 
him of his normal functions . 

However, the Catholic church hierarchy 
- especially Archbishop Obando - re
sponded provocatively , claiming that Pefia 
had somehow been framed up. They re
fused· to reassign him, forcing the govern
ment to order Pefia to stay confined to a 
seminary . Even so, government officials 
reiterated their intention to neither jail Pefia 
nor expel him from the country, although 

. they announced that he would be brought 
to trial for his crimes . 

Government leaders have explained they 
had several reasons for prqceeding in this 
way . First, they wanted the people of Nic
aragua to judge the evidence against Pefia 
objectively, without emotional appeals 
about a priest being imprisoned getting in 
the way. 

Second, they wanted to avoid giving 
propaganda weapons to the Reagan admin
istration, which would depict the jailing of 
the priest as a case of religious persecution . 

Nevertheless , Sandinista leaders pub
licly and repeatedly warned that the Peiia 
case did not set a precedent; further illegal 

Barricada 
Textile workers in Managua demon
strate outside church of Father Peiia, 
protesting his involvement in terrorist 
network for CIA. 

acts would be met with the full force of the 
law. As orie top official put it only two_.. 
days before Obando's provocative demon
stration, "We are willing to confront the 
counterrevolution no matter what clothing 
it cloaks itself in." 

Sandinista 's message to U.S. people 

Militant/Michael Baumann 
Sandinista leader Daniel Ortega 

Daniel Ortega, coordinator of the junta 
of the Government of National Reconstruc
tion of Nicaragua, sent a message to . the 
U.S. Congress and people of the United 
States on July 4. The message commemo
rated the anniversary of the . indepen
dence of the United States from British co
lonial rule and explained how the Nicara
guan revolution is also a struggle for na
tional independence and sovereignty . 

"The current North American adminis
tration is trying by alf means to put an end 
to our effort to build a true democracy in 
freedom and in defense of the national 
sovereignty and self-determination of the 
peoples," said Ortega. 

"Violating the principJes that were born 
with the Declaration of Independence 208 
years ago, the government of the United 
States does violence to international Jaw, 
makes illegal use of force and spreads ter
ror, destruction, and death inside our bor
ders . 

"Nicaragua, a country respectful of in-

ternational law, has responded to that con
tinual and growing threat, appe,aling to the 
World Court , which has ordered the North 
American administration to desist in its 
violation of established international legal 
principles. 

"But the government of the United 
States, in an infamous act, not only has not 
obeyed the decision of this prestigious in
ternational juridical body , but also persists 
in its campaign of imposing an unjust 
blt>ody war on our people," he explained. 

"In our first national elections, which 
will virtually coincide with yours this com
ing November, Nicaragua will choose and 
institutionalize a government whose pow
ers will derive from 'the consent of the 
governed,' " Ortega concluded. "It is our 
hope that the people of the United States 
and Nicaragua, sharing a loyll.lty to the 
same basic · principles of observance of 
human rights and international law, will be 
able to forge a road toward peace and last
ing friendship based on mutual respect and 
national sovereignty ." 

Mason hails fifth anniversary of revolution 
Continued from front page dependence and sovereignty of their coun-
economic and. social foundations of their try. 
oppression . What a far cry from the United The escalating U.S. aggression against 
States, where women are not even equal Nicaragua is promoted by the twin parties 
under the Constitution! of imperialism in Washington, the Demo-

The chains of racist oppression borne by crats and Republicans. They want to crush 
your people under imperialist domination the example of the Sandinista revolution, 
have been smashed. In doing so, you have an example that is spreading . The U.S . 
struck a blow against racism everywhere government is arming mercenaries to at-
and for the human dignity of all the op- tack your territory, rape , kill, and destroy 
pressed- from Harlem to South Africa. the economic gains you have won . Wash-
The culture and aspirations of all the Nica- ington plants mines in your w;:tters. It flies 
r;iguan people, once treated as the slaves of the planes to supply the terrorist contras. It 
the U.S. corporations and their local maintains thousands of U.S. troops rig~t 
lieutenants , have now blossomed: Equal a-cross your border in Honduras and is pre-
rights exist for all the peoples of your coun- paring to use those troops directly against 
try: Indian, Black, and Hispanic . the Nicaraguan and Salvadoran people. 

The freedom and rights you have won The reason Washington _is so openly 
through struggle set an example for those waging this war is because its paid mer-
fighting for social ·justice all over the cenaries are being defeated by the Nicara-
world, from El Salvador, to Guatemala, to . guan people, who want no return to life as 
Palestine, to the United States. I personally it was under Somoza. The terrorists have 
witnessed the impact of your revolution been unable to take a single town or vii-
when I was in Ireland recently and joined lage, thanks to the mobili~ation of the 
in demonstrations there to protest the U.S. armed workers and peasants of your coun-
war against Nicaragua and El Salvador. try . 

These gains you have won have come at - The immoral, racist, and illegal charac-
the cost of thousands of lives of the sons ter of the U.S. war has become increas-
and daughters of the revolution, who have ingly clear to the working people of the 
selflessly shed their blood to defend-the inc United States. A growing number of union-

ists , farmers, Blacks, Latinos, and others 
have visited your country and seen for 
themselves what your revolution is all 
about . Major U .S. unions have gone on re
cord against Washington's aggression. It is 
my hope to help further this process by 
spreading the truth about your revolution to 
as many U.S . workers and farmers as I can 
reach through my campaign. 

I pledge upon my return to the United 
States to actively help other Central Amer
ica solidarity activists to organize and 
mobilize . working people in protests 
against U.S. intervention in your country. I 
am convinced that a broad, united move
ment against that intervention - involving 
labor, Blacks, Latinos, youth, women, 
farmers , and others - can and must be 
built. ' 

I am equally convinced that the workers 
and peasants of Nicaragua will defeat the 
U.S . aggression, in the spirit of Gen . Au
gusto Cesar Sandino, who drove the U.S. 
Marines out of Nicaragua earlier in this 
century. 

Nicaragua will win - and your victory 
will be a victory for the working people of 
the United States and the rest of the world . 

U.S. Hands off Nicaragua! 
jNo pasaran! 
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Jackson campaign • • no step lor1 
Notional Block United Front, other activists face big questions i 
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Continued from front page 
It's in building ·solidarity with the Gre

nada revolution, however, that NBUF is 
doing some of its most outstanding work. 
Since March 1979, when Grenadian work
ers and farmers ousted U.S .-backed dic
tator Eric Gairy and installed the People's 
Revolutionary Government headed by 
Maurice Bishop, NBUF has been support
ing this revolution. It organized tours to 
Grenada, distributed literature on the 
accomplishments of the revolution, and 
helped organize protests and other activ
ities against U.S. threats against the Gre
nada revolution. 

In October 1983 Grenada's revolution
ary government was overthrown in a mili
tary coup Jed by Deputy Prime Minister 
Bernard Coard. Prime Minister Bishop and 
other central leaders of the revolution were 
exec~ted and the entire country placed 
under military rule. Coard's treacherous 
betrayal of the revolution paved the way 
for the U.S. invasion of the Caribbean is
land on Oct. 25, 1983. 

NBUF was among the first organizations 
to protest the U.S. invasion. It helped or
ganize demonstrations, public meetings, 
and other activities demanding the with
drawal of U.S . troops from Grenada. 

Today, NBUF leaders continue to speak 
out against the U.S. occupation of Grenada 
and in defense of the Grenada revolution, 
explaining its gains and achievements. One 
of the ways the organization does this is by 
participating in the campaign to widely dis
tribute Maurice Bishop Speaks, published 
by Pathfinder Press. 

LesSons of Grenada 

The chief lesson of the Grenada revolu
tion is what can be accomplished when 
workers and farmers take political power 
away from the capitalist class and put it 
into their own hands. 

Cutting unemployment from 50 to 12 
percent, providing free dental and medical 
care , guaranteeing secondary school edu
cation, advancing industrial and agricul
tural production - these achievements, 
and the many others made in the four and a 
half years of the revolution, were the result 
of Grenadian working people having a gov
ernment that ·intervened on their behalf in 
the day-to-day struggle with the employ
ers. 

Blacks and other working people in this 
country need the same kind of government 
- a workers and farmers government. We 
should have as our strategic goal crushing 
the political rule of the employers and tak
ing the governmental reins into our own 
hands. This perspective should guide us in 
our fight for full equality for Blacks and 
women, and against the capitalist exploit
ation of all working people. 

It took massive struggles by the Grena
dian people to win such a government. The 
People's Revolutionary Government of 
Grenada came to power, not through elec-

Reading on the 
Black struggle 
The National Black Independent 
Political Party 
An Important Step Forward for Blacks 
and Other American Workers 

Education for Socialists publica
tion by Nan Bailey, Malik Miah, and 
Mac Warren. 32 pages, $1.25. 

Independent Black Political 
Action: 1954-78 
The struggle to break with the 
Democratic and Republican parties 
8V2 x 11 format, 72 pages, $3.50. 

Order from Pathfinder Press, 410 
West Street, New York, New York 
10014. Please include $.75 for post
age and handling. 
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tions, but through a revolutionary uprising 
of Grenadian workers and farmers. 

The same will be true in the United 
States. 
. NBUF and many other. U.S. supporters 
of the Grenada revolution, however, take a 
different approach. While supporting the 
revolutionary overthrow of imperialist rule 
in Grenada, these forces argue that that 
perspective isn't realistic for the United 
States - at least not now. 

Inst.ead, they argue that those fighting 
for social change here must settle for pres
suring the U.S. rulers to grant reforms that 
can improve the situation of oppressed and 
exploited people. The struggle for Black 
rights, in their view, is reduced to trying to 
force the employers and their parties - the 
Democrats and Republicans - to be more 
"responsive" to the needs of the Black 
community. 

But a strategy that focuses on pressuring 
this or that capitalist politician or _party 
miseducate the working class. Reforms, 
which are important victories for our class, 
aren't won through electing "responsive" 
capitalist politicians, nor through- pressur
ing "unresponsive" ones, but through mass 
struggles. 

The key bargaining chip for- those who · 
adhere to a reformist or liberal strategy for 
defending Black rights - as opposed to a 
revolutionary one- is the votes of Blacks. 
Turning out these votes and· selling thein to 
the most "responsive" bidder is seen as an 
effective way to win more Black political 
representation and other Black rights . 

This position is held by the leadership of 
virtually every Black organization in the 
country - from radical ones such _ as 
NBUF to civil rights groups such as the 
Southern Christian Leadership Confer
ence, Operation PUSH (People United to 
Serve Humanity), the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People, 
and the Urban League. 

Their view mirrors that of the trade 
union movement officialdom, which 
pushes a procapitillist perspective . The 
unions include the most organized and 
powerful layer of the working class . The 
labor officialdom's refusal to organize a 
political fight against the employers and 
break with the capitalist parties sets back 
the struggles of all oppressed and exploited 
people . The union officials' leadership de
fault is the major reason the bosses and 
their two parties maintain a political death
grip on the Black nationality . 

Jackson campaign 

"The Jackson campaign," Jitu Weusi re
cently told Big Red, a Black newspaper 
published in Brooklyn, "is important in 
that it shows people around the world that 
there are political forces in America other 
than those of Reagan and his supporters." 

Weusi is a national spokesperson for 
NBUF. He and other NBUF leaders point 
to the Jackson campaign as a step forward 
in the fight for Black rights. While recog
nizing that Jackson won ' t win the Demo
cratic Party's presidential nomination, 
Weusi told Big Red that "Winning means 
registering more people to vote and forging 
a longterm process of political mobiliza
tion ." 

This argument is raised by almost all 
Jackson supporters. Hasn't Jackson's cam
paign shaken up the Democratic Party? 
Hasn't Jackson 's campaign mobilized mil
lions of Blacks and others? Hasn't his cam
paign put the fight for Black rights at the 
center of U.S . politics? Hasn't he done the 
same with the issue of U.S. intervention in 
Central America and the Caribbean? 
Didn ' t Jackson ' s recent trip to Central 
America and Cuba show that he's an oppo
nent of U.S. imperialism? 

Isn't the bottom line that Jackson's pres
idential bid was a progressive step forward 
in U.S. politics? 

The answer to all these questions is no. 
The anger and combativity of Blacks and 
other workers is increasing under the blows 
of the U.S . employers' offensive against 

October.1983 Brooklyn, New York, protest against U.S.invasion of Grenada. Nati011 
position to U.S. occupation of Grenada, whose revolution holds rich lessons for U.S 

our standard-of living and hard-won rights. 
The auto workers strike against AP Parts in 
Toledo, the year-long copper miners strike 
in Arizona, and the increased strike activity 
in general are examples of this ferment. 

This sentiment finds a distorted reflec
tion in the Jackson campaign. Jackson 
1.;\'asn't the initiator of the growing work
ing-class ferment, but part of the warped 
expression of it in the Democratic Party . 

Let's_ take a concrete look at the ques
tions raised by Jackson suppqrters and see 
what the Democratic Party hopeful's cam
paign actually represents. 

Democratic Party shakeup 

What's shaking up the Democratic Party 
isn't the Jackson campaign, but ~he unfold
ing capitalist crisis . As Blacks and other 
working people fight back ' to defend their 
interests against the employers' attacks, 
some in the ruling-class parties seek to 
place themselves at the head of this de
velopment. 

But to do so, they must at least give lip
service to a broad social program that pre
tends to answer the wide range of questions 
facing working people . Jackson's radical
sounding liberal program is different than 
Mondale's or Hart 's positions. He calls for 
cuts in Washington's military budget, a 
public works program to provide jobs, and 
no U.S . military intervention in Central 
America or the Caribbean . 

But these positions are in the framework 
of fundamental agreement on the need for a 
"strong defense." In his proposed amend- · 
ment to the Democratic Party's platform, 
Jackson says , "Defense is not at issue; we 
spend far more than ·what is required for a 
strong defense . By eliminating wasteful 
procurement policies and unnecessary 
weapons systems, by cutting back on our 
interventionary forces . . . . " substantial re
ductions in the military budget can be 
made. 

In other words, cut the "fat" out of the 
military budg~t , while keeping a massive 
array of firepower to defend U.S . employ-

. ers' interests the world over. On the need 
to defend the "national security" of the 
U.S . rulers, Jackson has no disagreement 
with either of the two capitalist parties. 
Jackson's program is aimed at improving 
capitalism rather than ending it. 

The overwhelming majority of Blacks 
and many white and Latino workers voted 
for Jackson because they supported this lib
eral program. 

Moreover, they- especially Blacks
believed that although Jackson wouldn!t 
win the Democratic nomination, voting for 
him in the primaries would win more polit
ical representation for Blacks and other 
workers. 

Jackson 's campaign did convince mil
lions of Blacks and other working people to! 
vote for the first time. "If there were no 
Jesse Jackson," New York City Clerk 
David Dinkins told Big Red, "the Demo
cratic Party would have to invent one in 
order to get people to vote ." 

Adjustments in two-party system 

But was the decision to vote for a 
capitalist politician an advance in the polit
ical consciousness of workers? No way. 
Not voting for either the Democratic or Re
publican parties - no matter who their 
candidates are - at least can reflect aJJ 

elementary understanding that the two 
capitalist parties have no~hing to offer 
working people . 

The capitalist parties are living or
ganisms . They adapt and change. Decades 
of struggle by Blacks and other supporters 
of civil rights have had a big impact on 
U.S. society. Racism is weaker today be
cause of gains by Blacks . But inequality 
still exists. For the rulers to undermine mo
tion toward independent Black and work
ing-class political action, they con$tantly 
make adjustments in their two-party sys
tem. 

The Democratic Party in particular was 
opened to more Black middle-class layers 
in the 1960s. This led to more Blacks being 
elected to public office. Though more lim
ited, this also occurred with the Republican 
Party . Many Black militants were coopted 
by the system and made less political. They 
became advocates of "working through the 
system." 

Likewise, the struggle for women's 
rights; which enjoys wide support among 
working people, has changed society. That 
Jackson could wage such an impressive 
campaign and Rep. Geraldine Ferraro be
come the Democratic Party_'s vice-presi
dential nominee are distorted reflections of 
the big changes that have occurred in U.S . 
society over the last 20 years. 

These adjustments in the two-party set 
up, however, only show that the bosses' 
parties are quite capable of accommodatirtg 
Black and working-class ferment today 
within the capitalist electoral framework. 

Working people are searching for a way 
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:o win more political influence. Unfortu
lately, this sentiment is trapped in the 
:ver-flexible two-party system. Jackson 
1as been boasting lately that his campaign 
1elped prevent this sentiment from finding 
my expression in a third party . At the 
)emocratic Party convention Jackson 
)acked the Mondale-Ferraro ticket, calling 
m Blacks to defeat Reagan at all costs. 

[)efends capitalist rule 

Jackson has made it clear on many occa
;ions that he supports and would defend the 
;apitalist system if elected. He simply 
Nants to make some reforms . His "moral 
Jffensive" in the diplomatic arena should 
be seen in this light. 

The Militant strongly denounced the ra
cist attacks on Jackson for his trips to 
Syria, Central America, and Cuba. One as
pect of the employers' attacks on Jackson's 
Jiplomatic freelancing is an atteml?t tb bury 
the idea that Blacks and other working 
people should be involved in determining 
U.S. foreign policy. . 
1 But defending Jackson 's right to be in
volved in foreign policy matters doesn't 

E. an you should support his foreigl) policy 
Is. 

Take his Syria trip last January . Amidst 
the imperialist hoopla about the Syrian 
ed forces holding Lt. Robert Goodman 

as a prisoner of war, Jackson traveled to 
'iyria to seek the Navy flier's release. Jack
;on's aim was to show that he could 
tccomplish through negotiations the same 
objectives the Reagan administration was 
pursuing through bombs and bullets . 
Goodman , remember, was part of an im
perialist military intervention in the Middle 
East. 

Like Reagan, Jackson wants to see a 
proimperialist regime in Lebanon. He dif
fers with Reagan on how to achieve this 
goal. 

Trip to Cuba, Central America 

Jackson's Central American and Cuban 
trip was made for much the same reason. 
Jackson opposes the advance of the 
socialist revolution in this hemisphere . Un
like Reagan, however, Jackson argues that 
the way to stop this advance is through 
adopting social reforms to alleviate the un
employment, poverty, repression, hunger, 
and other economic and social misery that 
causes revolution. 

Far from alleviating these problems, 
however, U.S. imperialist domination of 

the region - which is supported by both 
the Democratic and Republican parties -
intensifies the poverty and injustice. ' 

Jackson's discussions with revolutionary 
leaders in El Salvador and "Nicaragua and 
with Cuban Pres. Fidel Castro took place in 
this proimperialist framework. From Jack
son's viewpoint, these were discussions 
with the enemy, with the aim of neutraliz- -
ing them. _ 

Jackson's Central American and Cuban 
trip allowed many U.S. working people to 
learn a little more of the truth about the 
Cuban and Nicaraguan revolutions. But 
that fact must be separated from Jackson's 
goal in making the trip, which was to but
tress his case that he's a more apt 
negotiator for U.S. imperialism. 

While traveling in the region, Jackson 
made demagogic praises of Castro, Che 
Guevara, and the Nicaraguan revolutionary 
leaders. Yet, upon returning to the United 
States, Jackson lyingly charged that the 
Cuban government was partially responsi
ble for the war in Central America. 

The Cuban and Central American revo
lutionaries, however, had a different goal 
in mind . Castro told journalists that he had 
invited Jackson to Cuba as a gesture of 
friendship toward the people of the United 
States- particularly those suffering·racial 
discrimination. The Cuban leaders have 
tried to have a dialogue with both the 
Reagan administration and that of Pres. 
James Carter before it: 

The revolutionary leaders of Nicaragua 
and Cuba were able to utilize Jackson's 
visit to get out the truth about their revolu
tions. to U.S. working people . 

Border march 

Jackson stated his established views 
when he led about 2,()()() people in a July 2 
"Rainbow Coalition for Peace" campaign 
marchfromSan Ysidro, California, across 
the Mexico border. During the rally, ac
cording to the San Diego Union, Jackson 
called on both the United States and Cuba 
to remove all military troops from Central 
America. · 

But Cuba has no troops in Central Amer
ica. This lie is part of the imperialist prop
aganda campaign aimed at trying to con
vince working people .that the deepening 
war in Central America is the result of 
Cuban intervention . 

The truth, of course, is that the U.S. 
government has thousands of troops in 
Honduras, shores up a brutal dictatorship 
in El Salvador, and is waging a war of ter
ror against the Nicaraguan people and gov
ernment through U .S.-organized mer
cenaries. U.S. workers should be aiming 
all our fire at Washington , demanding that 
it get out of Central America now . 

Trip to Soviet Union 
Now, Jackson says he plans to visit the 

Soviet Union to try to win the freedom of 
exiled physicist Andrei Sakharov . In addi
tion, he told those at the July 2 border 
march, "I am quite concerned about the 
issue of the freedom of Soviet Jewry . I 
think it ' s ·very important and one of the 
vital issues of our day." 

Draped in a cloak of moral "righteous
ness," Jackson is actually attempting to 
drum up support for Washington's anti
Soviet campaign - which ' is the chief 
ideological justification for the U.S. war in 
Central America. 

Jackson bared his proemployer stance in 
another way at the border march . "We will 
not rest until we end the Simpson-Mazzoli 
bill and secure the Roybal alternative," 
said Jackson. . 

The Simpson-Mazzoli bill is a racist, 
anti-immigrant, antilabor measure that has 
been adopted in both houses of the Con
gress. The bill is now in conference com
mittee to make the two versions compatible 
before Congress votes its final approval. 

Rep. Edward Roybal, a California Dem
ocrat, has proposed a substitute bill, which 
he purports eliminates some of the worst 
features of Simpson-Mazzoli. 

But it has the same aim- restricting the 
ability of workers in developing countries 
to come here to find work and escape what 
are oftentimes u.s. -backed dictatorships. 

The Roybal bill calls for stricter en
forcement of federal wage, hour, health, 
and safety laws ·_ not to ensure greater 
protection for the undocumented, but to 
discourage bosses from hiring them . 

In addition, the Roybal bill calls for 
more federal funding to expand the border 
patrol - the armed cops of the brutal Im
migration and Naturalization Service. 

'Democratic' imperialism 

Jackson supports an imperialist United 
States- but with a "human" face. "What 
Jackson is saying," explains Mel Mason, 
1984 Socialist Workers Party presidential 
candidate, "is that the same system that has 
given us racism and war can somehow be 
made to give us racial harmony and peace. 

"But the employer-government drive 
against workers' wages and working con
ditions is a bipartisan campaign. It ' s both 
the Democratic and Republican parties that 
have voted to finance the U.S. govern
ment's war against Nicaragua. These par
ties continue U.S. backing for the military 
dictatorship in El Salvador. 

"The increased cop terror against the 
Black community in Miami and other cities 
is being directed by both capitalist parties . 

"In fact, every time Blacks rise up to de
fend our interests," notes Mason, "we face, 

. not only the racist employing class, but its 
government and the Democratic and Re
publican parties as well. We can't wage an 
effective ' fight against the capitalist assault 
on working people locked up inside their 
parties. Blacks and other workers need to 
organize our struggle independent of the 
capitalist class and its two parties. 

"We must struggle against the employ
ers, their government, and their parties. To 
do anything else means subordinating the 
interests of Blacks and other workers to the 
profit needs of the U.S. ruling class, 
which, among other things, thrives on ra
cist oppression." 

Jackson, and other liberals such as 
Chicago's Democratic mayor, Harold 
Washington, have been successful so far in 
helping the Democratic Party to adapt in 
order to accommodate growing Black dis
content. 

Black party's perspective 

Nevertheless, there's a 20-year-long his
tory of struggle for independent Black po
litical action that continues to find organi
zational expression . Despite all the obsta-

cles, despite the current Black misleaders' 
collaboration with the employers, a small 
vanguard layer has adopted a _different 
view . 

This fact can best be seen with the Na
tional Black Independent Political Party 
(NBIPP). The NBIPP program is based on 
the last 20 years of experience of the Black _ 
community and is an historic conquest. It 
codifies an independent working-class per
spective and should be studied by all 
Black, Latino, trade union, and women's 
rights activists. 

NBIPP's charter outlines the need for an 
anticapitalist line of march for the fight for 
Black equality .· The struggle for Black 
rights, explains the charter, entails fighting 
against capitalism and imperialism. Ulti
mately, this means overturning the 
capitalist economic system. As the NBIPP 
program explains, the party "aims to attain 
power to radically transform the present 
socio-economic order, that is, to achieve 
self-determination and social and political 
freedom for the masses of Black people ." 

The charter points out that the Demo
crats and Republicans serve the interests of 
the employers, who control those parties 
lock, stock, and barrel. The NBIPP pro
gram projects building a party that does 
serve the interests of Blacks . 

This stance is an example for the entire 
labor movement. The unions should form 
their own party - a labor party. 

As mentioned earlier, the Grenada revo
lution is a shining example of the path that 
Blacks and other tJ .S . working people 
must take to end capitalist exploitation and 
oppression here .. We must organize our
selves independently of the employers' 
parties and government and mobilize our
selves in struggle against them. Our aim 
should be to wrest political power from 
their hands and use it in our own interests . 

Jackson's Democratic presidential cam
paign, like all capitalist election came 
paigns, didn't help push this perspective 
forward. It was an obstacle to it and a di
version from it. 

Who gets elected president this . 
November won't alter the plight of Blacks 
and other · working people, but struggle 
will. The key task facing NBUF activists -
and others fighting for social change is to 
organize and mobilize working people in a 
fightback against the employers' attacks . 
Continuing this fightback and leading it in 
the direction of a popular revolution that 
places U.S . workers and farmers in politi
cal power is the course we must take. 

Only .- such uncompromising struggle 
against capitalist rule can win Black rights. 

Part of crowd at first anniversary celebration of Grenada revolution, held in St. George's, 
Grenada, March 13, 1980. Independent organization and mobilization of Grenadian work
ers and farmers put revolutionary government in power. 
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Militant photos by Diane Wang 
Above, Ho Chi Minh City youth club, and right, rush hour downtown. Ho 
Chi Minh City, formerly Saigon, bears the scars of 20 years of U.S. occupa
tion. Although it has newer buildings and more developed infrastructure 
than Hanoi in the north, the people still suffer a higher rate of illiteracy, un
employment, and other social problems. 

Transforming Vietnam's Ho Chi Minh City 
Reunification crucial to building new society in south . 
BY DIANE WANG tinued under the heel of U.S. imperialism. 

Ho Chi Minh City in southern Vietnam All of Vietnam suffered from the U.S. war, 
still seems like a different world from but they had two different experiences, two 
Hanoi in the north, even though the coun- opposite paths of development. 
try was reunified in 1976.· "This is the end point.Ho Chi Minh City 

Known as Saigon until the 1975 Iibera- was the place where 30 years of war came 
tion, Ho Chi Minh City is a metropolis al- to an end. The most complex problems fi-
most twice the size of Hanoi. Most build- nally wound up here," Vu Hac Bong told 
ings seem to date from the 1950s and the Militant last March. Bong is the city's 
1960s, rather than the 1930s and 1940s, director of foreign relations. 
like Hanoi's. ' "There were 500,000 soldiers of the old 

Motorbikes whine through the crowded Thieu regime here. There were hundreds of 
streets in Ho Chi Minh City, maneuvering thousands of prostitutes and drug addicts, 
between pedicabs and cyclists. In the north orphans and hooligans," he said. 
you still see ox-carts among the throngs of 
quiet bicycles pumping through Hanoi. But, Bong continued,"the really serious 

Vendors sell pastries and loaves of bread problem is that this had become a consum-
on street comers in the south. In the north, ers city under the U.S. occupation, with lit-
people never developed such an appetite tie or no production going on." Most jobs 
for bread. depended on servicing the mammoth ap-

Ho Chi Minh City's markets sell blue paratus of the U.S. occupation forces. 
jeans and other consumer goods sent by The city had become swollen with war 
overseas Vietnamese. There are name- --· ··refugees. In the countryside "strategic 
brand labels from the United States, Japan, hamlets" and "pacification programs" 
and Western Europe. In the north, there are meant that 9 ,000 out of 15,000 villages 
fewer luxuries for sale. Most goods are were raided. Chemical spraying. destroyed 
made in Vietnam or imported from the more than 40 percent of the forests in the 
Soviet Union or Eastern Europe. south. Some 24 million acres of land were 

But aside from glamour, some luxuries, . bombed, much of it repeatedly. People fled 
and mechanization, the south lags far be- the countryside. 
hind the north in everyday necessities. In cities like Saigon there was little 

Teenagers in the south still look younger work._ Families lived on the streets . While 
than their actual age , their growth stunted parents sold cigarettes or fixed bicycles, 
by the undernourishment of . the early many daughters ended up as prostitutes. 
1970s. In the north children look healthier; When liberation finally came, south 
they are taller than their parents. Vietnam had some 3 million unemployed. 

·The south only finished its adult literacy "After the war we had so many unthink-
campaign in 1978. In the north, though able difficulties," Bong said. "It takes time 
people's clothing may be old and plain, to solve these big problems. We never ex- · 
they are highly educated. pected to solve them in six months. 

Women in the south who work must find "Why? Because our economy is still a 
a relative to care for their children during small-scale economy and ours is still a 
the day. In the north child care is widely country of agriculture. 
available. "Now there still is unemployment. We 

At night, strolling in Hanoi, you feel se- lack energy, electricity, and raw materials. 
cure and · need worry only about missing Our productivity is not high. But we have 
your step in the dim street lighting. In Ho solved many problems." 
Chi Minh City tour guides warn you to be 
wary of pickpockets. 

'End point' 

Beneath these apparent differences lie 
two fundamental contrasts. 

First, cities in northern Vietnam were 
constant· targets of bombing during the 
U.S. war. For decades the government was 
forced to devote its resources to liberating 
the country rather than on economic de
velopment. Southern Vietnam remained 
desperately poor under French and U.~. 
domination, but the- imperialist occupiers 
did pour substantial wealth into the capital 

. city of Saigon. 

Second, fortwodecadesafterthe 1954di
vision of Vietnam by the Geneva Agree
ment, the north developed as a truly inde
pendent country , with a government run by 
the workers and peasants with a planned 
economy that took care of people 's needs 
despite the war. Southern Vietnam con-
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Big potential 

Ho Chi Minh City has a basis on which 
to build. The U.S. occupation left behind 
not only giant problems, but also an infra
structure of roads, buildings, and factories 
that could be turned to the use of the 
people, once there was a government with 
that goal. 

''We have to tum this into a producing 
city," Bong said. "In the last 10 years we 
have dealt with this problem." 

Today Ho Chi Minh City has an industri
al work force of about a half million people 
working in factories or handicraft work
shops. There are 30,000 skilled workers. 

The city's inqustries account for 40 per
cent of Vietnam' .s national factory output. 
Last year Ho Chi Minh City exported more 
than $40 million of goods. Two-thirds of 
the export profits go to develop the country 
as a whole, with one-third returning to the 
local administration to further build the 
city. 

Bong .said the city is also looking for
ward to developing industrial crops such as 
rubber, coconut, jute, and sugar cane in the 
neighboring countryside. The city will thus 
expand its contribution to Vietnam's ex-
ports even more. · 

"If we improve our exports we will have 
more raw materials," Bong explained. 
"The more we export, the more the state 
will profit, as well as local people." 

How has Ho Chi Minh City been able to · 
begin making progress? 

The reunification of Vietnam and inter
national solidarity have been crucial to the 
progress, Song said. "Besides, the people 
here are hard-working and intelligent," he 
added. 

Vietnam has pursued a number of meas
ures to make Ho Chi Minh City and the 
south more productive, to provide jobs, 
and to improve the standard of living. 

One step has been to encourage and help 
people move back into the cpuntryside 
where there is work to be done. To this 
end, new economic zones have been set 
up. • 

Capitalist sector remains 

In the city, Bong explained, "capitalists 
are encouraged to continue production, but 
under state direction. We are not encourag
ing them to open restaurants or shops with 
luxury items. We encourage them to invest 
in producing ·necessary products. So some 
are doing this and are allowed to continue." 

The private sector accounts for about 15 
percent of production in Ho Chi Minh City, 
Bong said. Capitalist factory owners are 
closely regulated b~ Vietnam's labor laws 
protecting workers , by the contracts they 
negotiate with the state to market their 
products, and by taxes. But they are al
lowed to operate and make a profit. 

In addition, Vietnam has opened some 
faCtories that are under the joint ownership 
of the state and private capitalists. The 
C<:tpitalists are assured a fixed monthly re
turn for their investment. The factory is 
·managed by a board of direCtors with state, 
capitalist, and trade union representatives. 

Many other jobs are provided through 
handicraft cooperatives being organized 
with help from the state. Now, in addition 
to about 300 factories and industrial estab
lishments operating in the city, another 
2,000 handicraft workshops are producing 
lacquerware, furniture , clothing - a vari
ety of products. 

Vendors and private merchants 

All these projects have helped reduce 
unemployment. Recently Vietnam's depu
ty chairperson in charge of economic plan
ning told journalists that Vietnam has l 
million unemployed people, most of them 
in the south. Out of a total population of 
nearly 60 n:tillion, and in comparison with 
the huge 1975 figures in the south, this is 
quite an improvement. 

"Now our biggest problem is to improve 
the' living standard," Bong said. That re-

quires overall economic development. It 
also requires the development of greater 
state control over commerce and trade. 

According to some estimates, private 
traders still control a majority ofthe market 
for · food and other consumer items in the 
south. This means private merchants can 
hoard goods, speculate, and drive up 
prices. 

"We have made some progress in the 
field of circulation and distribution of 
goods," Bong said, "while in other ways 
we have not done so well." 

"Frankly," Bong said, "we still have far 
more people having to make a living as . 
vendors selling food or cigarettes, fruit re
freshments, even clothing, than we would 
like." He said Vietnam cannot yet provide 
and distribute the necessities these dealers 
sell, nor can it yet provide alternative em
ployment. So the government lets these 
small vendors operate. 

The big speculators, however, are a dif
ferent matter. 

"What we have done well is to have as- · 
sured the nee supply," Bong said. "We 
have 2,000 rice-selling shops run by the 
state now, so the price of rice has stabilized 
in the last two years. 

"In other. fields we have not done as 
well, so the prices are up and down. We 
can solve the probh~m in the next few 
years, but it t~es time." _ 

There are periodic. crackdowns on those 
who hoard and speculate. But in the long 
run, Bong explained, it is impossible to 
simply outlaw private trade by decree. In
stead, Vietnam must rely on politically 
winning people to support the state trade 
and planned economy. Even more, it must 
develop the economy enough to apply eco
nomic leverage and undercut the mer
chants' trade by providing better goods at 
lower cost. 

"The most important thing is that we 
have to solve the problem flexibly, not 
crudely," Bong said: 

Role of mass organizations 

Vietnam relies on the various mass or
ganizations for help in solving the prob
lem. For example, Bong explained, "the 
progress made in stabilizing the price of 
rice is thanks to the participation of the 
Women's Union." 

The government in Ho Chi Minh City 
was not able to set up a huge distribution 
apparatus to compete with the private trad
ers right away. So the local Women's 
Union set up consumers cooperatives, buy
ing rice in the countryside and selling it in 
the city. Their prices favored the peasants 
and workers, underselling the merchants. 

Nguyen Ngoc _Dung, deputy chairperson 
of the Fatherland Front, discussed the 
problems of handling the speculators. 

The Fatherland Front unites the various 
mass organizations. It includes the 
women's and youth organizations, trade · 
unions, artist and professional societies, 

Continued on next page 



Gonzalez ·. meets ·Dominican peasant leaders 
Continued from Page 5 
time, promising some concessions . The 
MCI considers this a victory. 

"But we are preparing a plan of struggle 
to make the government fulfill the agree
ment it signed," de Leon added. 

One of the MCI leaders pointed out that 
"the government has unleashed a fierce 
persecution against the leadership to try to 
destroy our organization, because of the 
strength and progressive character the MCI 
has taken on ." 

their instrument , the Farmers Home Ad
ministration. That's the IMF that U.S. 
farmers face ." The Socialist Workers cam
paign, she said , would ·promote solidarity 
with the workers and farmers of the 
Dominican Republic among U.S. working 
people . 

Fight against evictions 

Among those listening to Gonzalez on 
the air were small farmers at the nearby 

Aguayo farm, where 253 families are fight
ing an eviction attempt by big landowners. 

FID leaders took the U.S . socialist can
didate to the house of Ramon Cruz Es
colastico, a leader of the Orlando Martinez 
Peasant Association. He explained to her 
that the government had been forced to' 
give the land to the peasants in 1978. Now 
a High Land Court had ruled in favor of r~
turning the property to the former owner 
and expelling the families. But they 

weren't aboutto give up.-;o easily . 

Gonz~lez accompanied Cruz Escolastico 
to another house where a meeting of peas
ant women and men had just broken up. 
When asked what they had discussed, 
Braulio Cruz, another leader of the associ
ation , spoke up. The decision by all the 
families , he said, was to assert their due 
right to the land they had worked. 

"They will have to carry us out of here 
feet first," he declared. 

But the Independent Peasants' Move
ment continues to lead peasants in strug
gles for their rights . It played a central role 
in the uprising in April, where Dominican 
workers and farmers mobilized in the 
streets demanding that the government re
ject the economic austerity program im
posed by the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) . Whole rural communities through
out the country carried out paros - gen
eral shutdowns of all activity - as part of 
the rebellion . 

. Transfortning Vietnatn's Ho Chi Minh City· 

These actions were important, as trade 
union activists remarked to Gonzalez, be
cause they showed an increased collabora
tion between the organizations of workers 
and those of small farmers . 

Peasant women organize 

One development that has greatly 
strengthened the peasant movement is the 
recent upsurge among peasant women . 

· Around I ,000 local organizations of 
women have sprung up around the country, 
with over 20,000 active members. 

Peasant women mobilized demanding 
better roads, hospitals, and schools; better 
prices for farm products; and an end to the 
imperialist austerity measures . Thousands 
of farm women participated in a March 
against Hunger in the capital on March 4 . 
And some 4,000 peasant women marched 
through the city of San Cristobal on Inter
national Women's Day chant~ng slogans 
against the IMF and in support of women 's 
rights. 

Women are also playing a role in the 
broadening internationalist perspectives of 
the Dominican peasant movement. In 
Santo Domingo, Gonzalez met a peasant 
leader named Eufemia . They talked for a 
while aboutthe surge of activities her or
ganization was involved in . Eufemia re
membered meeting Gonzalez the year be
fore in Managua .• Nicaragua, at an interna
tional women's conference for peace and 
against U.S. intervention in Central Amer
ica, where they were both delegates. 

Gonzalez also had a chance to go to the 
scene· of an important peasant struggle near 
the city of San Francisco de Macoris. She 
was invited there by the Dominican Left 
Front (FlO), which includes the Socialist 
Bloc the Dominican Communist Party, 
and the Dominican Workers Party. 

The government had stepped up its raids 
against working-class leaders, so the pub
lic meeting for Gonzalez planned by the 
FlO had to be changed to an hour-long live 
interview on Radio Progreso, one of the 
most popular stations in this agricultural re
gion. A number of FlO activists attended 
and asked Gonzalez questions about the · 
situation facing workers. and farmers in the 
United States . 

Gonzalez explained the attacks by the 
capitalist rulers on U.S. working people. 
"Small farmers," she pointed out, "are also 
being squeezed by the big bankers and 

Continued from preceding page 
the Red Cross, Buddhist and Catholic 
groups . 

From the beginning, Dung explained, 
the Fatherland Front and its organizations 
tried to educate about how the private trad
ers lowered everyone's living standards . 

At first, she said, people bought from 
the traffickers . Then the customers would 
sometimes buy goods with a false label. Or 
they would see how the prices went up. 
"After years, people learn from their own 
experience that they are victims of the traf
fickers , and so they fight back. 

"We win the struggle step by · step 
through the awareness of the people who 
have paid the price of their own experi
ence ." 

As a result, Dung said, "the private mar
ket forces are growing weaker, and our 
forces are growing stronger day by day." 
The most encouraging evidence came dur
ing the last celebration of Tet, Vietnam's 
new year. Tet is usually accompanied by a 
flurry of commercial activity and inflation. 
But unlike previous years, there was not a 
huge jump in prices following Tet this 
year, showing that the state distribution of 
goods has grown. 

Big transformation under way 

"We have a big transformation going on 
in our country now," Dung explained . 
"The government, the party carry on the 
transformation by way of administration . 
The task of the Fatherland Front and all the 
mass organizations is to carry it out 
through education . 

"Especially because people in the south 
livt,!d under 20 years of American occupa
tion, the anticommunism was very strong . 
So one of the most important tasks has 
been to explain the revolution," she said. 

The Fatherland Front has done that 
through several campaigns. Along with the 
campaign against the traffickers, the Front 
has organized communities or groups to 
deal with other problems. 

"For a few years the state operated too 
slowly to fill people's needs, because of 
the lack of materials," energy, and re
sources," Dung explained. So now Viet
nam organizes communities to cooperate 
with the government in self-help projects. 
"In a particular city ward, for example, we 
can help people to build an electrical or 
water supply by mobilizing their own re
sources," Dung said: 

"Or we can improve neighborhood secu
rity," she continued. "Hooligans were ter
rible after the U.S . corruption and the state 
of poverty left behind. . 

"The people themselves have to help and 
. educate. That is better than jails. We 

Special offer to 'Militant' readers 

Major resolutions & reports &om 
1979 World Congress 
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Market in Cholon section of Ho Chi Minh City. 

mobilize people against these social ills 
and get people to draw more and more 
closely together, make ties between people 
from the old and new regimes, between 
people from the north and south ." 

Work on common projects , everyday 
experiences, educational campaigns all 
help consolidate the reai reunification of 
Vietnam and the socialist transformation in 
the south . 

Modern, civilized~center 

Contrary to what the big-business press 
in the United States portrays, the aim of the 
Vietnamese government is not to impose 
austerity and poverty on Ho Chi Minh 

City, to somehow "punish" it for having 
been the capital of the old puppet regime. 
Instead, Vietnam plans to develop it, both 
economically and culturally, so that its 
people can contribute to improving living 
standards throughout the country. 

Speaking at the third congress of the 
Vietnamese Communist Party organization 
in Ho Chi Minh 't:ity last November, the 
party's general secretary Le Duan 
explained the goal: 

"We should strive to make of Ho Chi 
Minh City, in a not-too-distant future, a 
socialist city with a modem industrial-ag
ricultural economy and advanced culture 
and science- a civilized, modem city of 
high standing in Southeast Asia. 

China launches new attacks on Vietnam 
BY WILL REISSNER 

In recent weeks the three countries of In
dochina - Vietnam, Laos, and Kampu
chea - have come under increased mili
tary and political attack from Peking, 
Washington, and U.S. allies in Southeast 
Asia. 

On July 12, Chinese troops attacked 
points in Vietnam 's Ha Tuyen province. 
Chinese troops have also moved rightup to 
the Vietnamese border in other areas. 

Peking, which sent 600,000 troops into, 
Vietnam in 1979 in direct collusion with 
Washington, has escalated tensions along 
its border with Vietnam since April, when 
President Reagan visited China . 

Chinese troops have also massed along 
China's border with Laos. 

While Peking applies military pressure 
on the northern borders of the Indochinese 
countries, Thailand's government is doing 
the same on their western borders . 

In June, just after Thailand's comman
der-in-chief visited China, Thai troops oc
cupied three villages in Laos, where they 
remain dug in . 

The Thai .government also provides sup
port to rightist guerrillas operating against 
Kampuchea from Thai bases . 

At a Singapore press conference on July 
10, Secretary of State George Shultz ruled 
out any improvement in U.S. relations with 
Vietnam: while ~tressing Washingt<;m's 
"good w·orking relationship with China." 

. U.S. officials also indicated Washington 
will increase its $"10 million annual.aid to 
the rightist .guerrilias fignting the Kampu-
chean go.vemment: · · · · · . · 

A July 2 me<rtl~g of the foreign ministers 
of Laos, Kampuchea , and Vietnam urgt,!d 

the members of the Association of South
east Asian Nations (ASEAN)- Thailand, 
the Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia, Singa
pore,- and Indonesia- to agree to an im
mediate dialogue with the three govern
ments of Indochina in order to ease ten
sions between the two groups afld "bring 
about durable peace and stability in South
east Asia without foreign intervention ." 

The Indochinese foreign ministers also 
reaffirmed their desire "to normalise rela
tions with the People's Republic of China 
on the basis of the principles of peaceful 
coexistence." 

CHINA 
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Rightist LaROUche: Int
in Toledo Sun Oil strike 
BY TOMMYE WIESE 

TOLEDO, Ohio- Striking oil workers 
here were recently the target of a campaign 
by ultrarightist Lyndon LaRouche and his 
agents. LaRouche's outfit chose Oil, 
Chemical and Atomic Workers (OCA W) 
Loeal7-912, which is on strike against Sun 
OirCo. , for a disruption effort. 

This was an important experience for our 
local. As the class polarization in societ¥ 
deepens under the lash of the employers' 
attacks on worKing people; there will be 
more attacks like this one by rightists 
against the union movement. 

Push presidential ticket 

LaRouche's agents appeared in Toledo 
in force just before the May 8 Democratic 
primary, pushing LaRouche's presidential 
campaign and that of Carol Winter, a local 
candidate. 

Winter and her aides distributed 
thousands of leaflets with the heading, 
"Boycott Sunoco." Besides containing 
much inaccurate information about the 
strike, the leaflet urged the public to sup
port the strike by obtaining boycott mater
ials from "Strike Support Headquarters." 
The phone numbers given were all num- · 
bers of LaRouche candidates and support
ers. The Toledo number is that of Winter's 
home phone. 

The leaflet also called for a rally down
town, which turned out to be a LaRouche 
campaign rally. Supporters of the strike 
were urged to attend. At this rally, accord
ing to the local daily, the Toledo Blade, 
Winter "called for a boy_cott of Sun Oil Co. 
products," making no mention of the fact 
that t~e boycott was being organized by the 
union. . 
Serious legal problems 

Boycott activities are subject to many 
legal restrictions. Th~ union has carefully 
organized these activities, and participants 
are briefed on ways to be effective without 
making themselves and tile union victims 
of lawsuits. Unauthorized boycott activ
ities, such as those proposed by Winter, 
could pose serious legal problems for the 
union and discredit its legitimate boycott. 

nensions, and insurance plan. Police es
corted scabs across the picket line, brutally 
clubbing union pickets as they went. The 
NCLC printed and distributed a leaflet at
tacking the leaders of the union as "CIA 
agents" and blaming them for the violence 
instead of the company. 

The same year the NCLC also attacked 
national strikes of the Amalgamated Cloth
ing Workers and the United Mine Workers, 
as well as mass protests of independent 
truckers. 

In York, Pennsylvania, a group of union 
leaders who had rejected the overtures of 
LaRouche agents found themselves 
smeared as "fascists." LaRouche attempted 
to sue the unionists for excluding his sup
porters from a meeting. The union leaders 
and their families received obscene and 
threatening phone calls. 

Racist, antiwoman outfit 

In addition to its insidious union-busting 
activities, the LaRouche forces have cam
paigned in support of many reactionary 
causes. 

They have waged attacks on civil rights 
actions, including the struggle to desegre
gate public schools in Boston and other 
cities. 

In their newspaper, New Solidarity, and 
in leaflets, they have often labeled Black 
and Puerto Rican activists as "cannibals," 
"jungle bunnies," "zombies," "faggots," 
and "rapists ." 

The LaRouche cult is on a warpath 
against the right of women to choose 
whether or not to have abortions, and they 
spew anti-Semitic propaganda as well . 
They have aggressively. campaigned in 
support of deadly nuclear power. Their or
ganization has established warm ties with 
various police agencies. 

. LaRouche proposes a political alliance 
inside the Democratic Party between farm
ers, labor, and industrial entrepreneurs. 
He tries to convince working people to side 
with the . industrial capitalists against the 
bankers. This is the same demagogy that 
was used by Adolph Hitler and Benito 
Mussolini before they took power and was 
the stock-in-trade of U.S. fascists in the 
1930s. 

The notion that workers and farmers 
should join forces with industrial entrepre-

neurs against the big bankers is a calculated 
cover-up of the irreconcilable class conflict 
between wage workers and exploited farm
ers on one hand and both banking and in
dustrial profiteers - like the owners of 
Sun Oil- on the other. 

Workers and farmers, who, with their 
labor, produce the great wealth of this 
country, do not share a "harmony of inter
ests" with those who profit from this 
wealth. It's through the independent strug- · 
gle of working people -- like our local's 
strike - against the ruling rich that we can 
make gains. Allying with our class enemies 
against Blacks, Latinos; women , and other 
workers, as LaRouche proposes, is a dead 
end. 

The LaRouche campaign's overtures to 
the OCA W strikers received no support 
from the union, and the union didn't au
thorize LaRouche's decision to call itself 
"Strike Support Headquarters" or to pub
lis)l boycott materials . Their attempt to use 
the authority of our struggle to further their 
political ambitions was dishonest and self
serving, and cannot be considered support 
to our strike. 

A letter to this effect was sent to the 
LaRouche campaign by the union,· with 
copies to the union lawyers. The news 
media and Toledo's top union leaders were 
also notified. The LaRouche campaign 
supporters were barred from the union hall. 

All activities in support of this strike are 
being coordinated by the union and its 
elected leadership. The union welcomes 
statements of support, financial aid, and 
ideas for activities from all who have a sin
cere interest in helping our union to win its 
struggle. · 

'LaRouche is a fascist' 

In an article in the local OCA W newslet
ter, Local Pres. Ron Rinna wrote: "We 
must beware of those individuals or organi
zations that pass themselves off as our 
friends , but are bent on destroying us, 
those that would use us as a means to their 
own ends. One such group is the Lyridon 
LaRouche campaign and their people. 
Lyndon LaRouche is a fascist. ... He is a 
racist, sexist, and a proponent of discrimi
nation on the basis of religion. He is 
dangerous, and is not to be taken as a polit
ical looney." 

Militant 
OCA W member on picket line at Sun 
Oil in Toledo. LaRouche forces tried to 
disrupt strike. 

In their "Boycott Sunoco" leaflet, the 
LaRouche campaign states that the strike is 
being supported by, among others, "patrio
tic entrepreneurs." 

True, the stike has received donations 
from many small businesses in the area, 
such as doughnut shops and groceries . This 
support is appreciated by the strikers and 
will be remembered. However, this in not 
what LaRouche means. He is referring to 
the owners of the big corporations: the 
magnates of the oil, steel , auto, and other 
industries. Not one of these people have in
dicated support for our strike and we don' t 
expect them to. 

The bosses at Sun Oil have asked our 
union for unreasonable concessions and 

· provoked our strike. At the AP Parts plant 
here, employers have decided to try to . 
crush the United Auto Workers , setting up 

. a police cordon around the plant to protect 
their scabs. Interstate, a major trucking 
firm, simply closed down operations in re
sponse to a Teamster strike, throwing hun
dreds out of work . 

LaRouche notwithstanding, no "entre
preneurs ," patriotic or otherwise, have 
come forward to stand with the striking 
workers of Toledo. And they won' t, be
cause their profits are at stake . The em
ployers wiH defend their "right" to ever-in
creasing prdfitS with antiworker · prop
aganda, court injunctions, armed police, 
and whatever else it takes. They can count 
on La Rouche to help them out. 

Tommye Wiese is a striking Sun Oil work
er, and member ofOCAWLocal7-912 . 

LaRouche's outfit, in all its various 
forms, has been denounced by several in
ternational unions and the AFL-CIO top of
ficials, and for good reasons. LaRouche's 
ultrarightist views · have thrown his group 
into conflict with the labor movement on 
fundamental issues, and his disruptive tac
tics have served to warn the labor move-

Contract confrontation coming in the mines 
-nient about the real intent of his operation: 
to destroy the unions. 

One example of LaRouche's antilabor 
campaign was the role played by the Na
tional Caucus of Labor Committees 
(NCLC) - a group_Ied by LaRouche - in 
the 1974 United Steelworkers strike 
against Dow Chemical Corp. in Midland, 
Michigan. 

Five thousand workers struck for im
provements in their cost-of-living clause, 
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Continued from Page 7 
The meeting agreed that this is the heart of 
the matter. No s ingle tactic will defeat the 
operators' drive . 

Solidarity vital 

Precisely because of the powerful forces 
arrayed against the miners, the maximum 
solidarity from all working people will be 
vital. to the UMW A. Here too, the meeting 
agreed, U.S. miners should borrow il page 
from their British union brothers. 

· Solidarity from other working people 
was absolutely essential in the UMWA's 
Ill -day 1977- 78 strike. The miners were 
able to hold out, rejecting two takeback 
contracts along the way, in part because 
workers, farmers, Blacks , and others came 
to their defense. 

Other working people were inspired by 
the miners ' fight. When the union appealed 
for support, many were willing to give it. 
The miners strike became a rallying cry for 
all who wanted to fight back. 

The same dynamic can make a big dif
ference this time around, the socialist min
ers agreed. They see one of their key tasks 
as advancing the discussion about this in 
the UMWA. The more the organization of 
solidarity is vie..yed as a central goal of the 
union, the more effective the fight can be . 
In turn, a successful , militant struggle by 
the miners can inspire and encourage all 
working people. 

Most of the participants in the Pittsburgh 
meeting had recently attended the sixth na
tional women miners conferepce held in 
Charleston, West Virginia, June 22-:-24 
(see the July 13 issue of the Militant for a 

full report). A special point on the agenda 
of the Pittsburgh meeting took up an evalu
ation of that important gathering, and the 
significance of the fight for women's rights 
and the growing leadership role of women 

, in the UMWA. , 

Miners who attended the Charleston 
conference saw it as an important contrib
ution to the union's preparation for the con-

tract fight , A process of discussion and 
preparation has been developing in the 
ranks for months. The rank-and-file union 
control miners have won and exercised will 
remain a key tool in the coming fight. This 
leads socialists to focus their attention on 
the militant ranks of the union. 

Marxist tendency 

As miners go through the expected bat
tle, the most conscious advanced fighters 
can become inore open to a Marxist per
spective. As they go through the struggle 
alongside other miners, the socialists 
agreed they should step up their discus
sions and explanations about the British 
miners strike, and the revolutionary strug
gles of workers and farmers in Central 
America. The opportunities are growing, 
they believe, to win more minersto support 
these struggles and to view extending sol
idarity to them as part of the same fight 
U.S. miners are waging. 

The Pittsburgh meeting agreed that sales 
of the Militant, both to UMWA members 
at mine portals , as well as in coalfield 
towns, and aggressive use of the Socialist 
Workers Party 1984 election campaigns , 
are key to winning miners to an inter
nationalist view and to a socialist perspec
tive. 

Kipp Dawson, a Pennsylvania miner, re
ported that four members of her local are 
reading the Pathfinder Press book, · 
Maurice Bishop Speaks. This book con
tains speeches by Grenada's former prime 
minister. This interest in the lessons of the 
Grenada revolution, Dawson observed, 
points to other opportunites to introduce 
socialist ideas to fighting miners over the 
next months. 



Lawyer backs SWP in fight for legal fees 
Blasts attempt to use court to destroy 'legitimate political organization' 
BY NELSON BLACKSTOCK 

LOS ANGELES - "I am writing to 
bring to your attention an important legal 
battle now underway in federal court here 
in Los Angeles." So begins a letter being 
circulated by attorney William Smith (the 
text of the letter is .reprinted below). 

The letter concerns the latest stage in the 
Socialist Workers Party's battle against a 
disruption lawsuit filed by Los Angeles 
County lawyer Alan Gelfand. 

In 1979, Gelfand was expelled from the 
Socialist Workers Party because he filed 
court papers in the SWP's suit against gov
ernment spying _where he accused the party 
of being a front for the FBI. Gelfand then 
sued the SWP, claiming that the govern
ment's agents that he alleged run the party 
had violated his rights by expelling him. 

Gelfand demanded in Federal District 
Court here that Judge Mariana Pfaelzer 
reinstate him into SWP membership and 
remove the elected leadership of the SWP. 

The suit was organized and financed by 
the London-based Workers Revolutionary 
Party (WRP) and its U.S. affiliate, the 
Workers League. Gelfand's lawsuit is part 
of the WRP's worldwide slander and dis
ruption campaign to smear the SWP as an 
FBI front. 

Serious attack oil democratic rights 

The fact that Pfaelzer agreed to hear the 
case was a serious attack on democratic 
rights. By accepting the case, Pfaelzer was 
setting a precedent that it's okay for the 
government to violate the constitutional 
right to freedom of association by interven
ing in the internal affairs of voluntary polit
ical organizations, including to determine 
who their membership and leadership will 
be. 

Despite repeated efforts by the SWP to 
get the case thrown out of court, Pfaelzer 
persisted and allowed Gelf(\nd and his 
lawyers, from the Fisher & Moest firm, to 
continue harassing the party and draining 
its resources as well as those of the Politi
cal Rights Defense Fund (PRDF), which is 
organizing publicity and fundraising for 
the case. 

At the end of the trial, which took place 
in March 1983, under pressure from a 
growing number of supporters of demo
cratic rights who protested against this 
courtroom outrage, Pfaelzer was forced to 
admit that Gelfand's case had no merit, and 

k 
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Attorney William Smith (left) is urging support for SWP's fight against disruption suit. Right, Political Rights Defense Fund 
rally last March in New York. Rallies such as this across country were part of broad and successful campaign in defense of · 
rights of SWP. 

that Gelfand never produced a shred of evi-
dence to prove his charges . · 

To deter such future disruption efforts 
against the SWP and other working-class 
organizations, the SWP is demanding that 
the judge make Fisher & Moest pay the at
torneys' fees and other legal expenses of 
the SWP defendants. The SWP's attorney 
in this case is David Epstein, a partner in 
the well-known law firm here headed by 
Ben Margolis and John McTernan, two 
veteran fighters against government witch
hunters and frame-ups. 

The hearing on the issue of attorneys' 
fees was held last October, yet Pfaelzer has 
still refused to rule on the case. 

Letter urges support 

Attorney William Smith sent a letter to a 
list of lawyers he knows, both here and 
around the country, urging their support for 
the SWP's fight to make Fisher & Moest 
pay for their role in this disruption cam-
paign. · 

In an interview with the Militant, Smith 
discussed why he issued the appeal. 

Even though the Gelfand case, as it be
came known' had been in the courts for 
years, Smith had not heard of it until he 
read over some materials about the case 
last fall. 

After reading about it, Smith said, "I im
mediately spotted the issues. I saw what 
had happened . 

"I didn't really need to read the other 
side. I was familiar with the other group. 

"I knew the SWP had been the victim of 
some outlandish conduct." 

Smith was immediately inclined to take 
a stand. 

"I have the philosophy that political 
groups should work together as closely as 
possible in their common interest. 

"You should never take a sectarian posi
tion when a group of individuals is the vic
tim of outrageous conduct." 

Not long after this, Smith first spoke out 
publicly on the Gelfand case. It was at a 
rally on the eve of Judge Pfaelzer's hearing 
on the request that Gelfand and his lawyers 
be held responsible for the socialists' legal 
fees. , · 

Smith is one of a small but essential 
breed:. at~orneys who have decided to de
vote their skills to defending authentic vic
tims of the class that runs the courts. 

'Not naive about what courts represent' 

"I've never been naive about what the 
courts represent in this society," he said. 

Smith's area of expertise is military law. 

tinguish bad faith from good faith. 
"Others on the left have got to under

stand the significance of this case," Smith 
said. "They've got to come to the defense 
of the party." 

Others have faced related attacks _ 
through the courts. "Police are always 
looking for ways to bring lawsuits against 
left political groups. Mostly they've 
failed," Smith said. He also cited the 
NAACP in the South, which has been 
forced to pour huge sums into fighting off 
racist legal offensives. 

A good example 

Smith's initiative is an example that• 
should be followed by other supporters of 
democratic rights. -

Getting out the word about this case and 
the stakes involved; adding your name to 
the list of supporters of the fight for attor
neys' fees; and donating as generously as 
possible to PRDF' s efforts are important. 

Support messages and tax-deductible 
contributions can be sent to PRDF at: P.O. 
Box 649, Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 
10003. Checks should be made payable to 
PRDF, Inc. 

SWP case: 'important legal battle' 

Since the Vietnam War, he's been among 
the leading antidraft attorneys in the United 
States. Today his clients come from the 
workers who fill the ranks of the armed 
forces. 

As head of the Selective Service Law 
Panel of Los Angeles , which began as a 
project of the National Lawyers Guild, 
Smith has been the central coordinator of 
the legal fight on a national scale to block 
the reimposition of the draft. 

Anti-apartheid fighter 
battles deportation 
from United States 

The following letter was sent by Los 
Angeles attorney William Smith to 
lawyers he knows, urging them to sup
port the Socialist Workers Party fight 
against a disruption lawsuit filed by 
Alan Gelfand (see story elsewhere on 
page). 

I am writing to bring to your attention an 
important legal battle now underway in 
federal court here in Los Angeles. Chances 
are you may not have heard of it. And even 
if you have, if you are like I was, your re
action -may have been to dismiss it as ir
relevant. Or simply another unimportant · 
struggle between sectarian groups. But I 
decided to take the time to look more deep
ly into this case . As I did I became con
vinced there are some very significant is
sues at stake. 

This case dates back to 1979, when a 
Los Angeles attorney tried to enter an un
solicited friend of the court brief in the 
widely-publicized Socialist Workers Party 
suit against government spying and harass
ment then being heard in New York. The 
attorney, Alan Gelfand, claimed FBI and 
CIA agents controlled the party . When the 
judge rejected his prQvocative bid, and he 
was expelled from the SWP, he filed suit 
here asking that the alleged agents be re
moved and that he be reinstated into mem
bership. 

On the surface it sounds ludicrous. But 
Gelfand had behind him some very power
ful backers. Armed with seemingly unli
mited funds, he was able to use the power 
of the court in an attempt to destroy a legiti
mate political organization. A group with 
less resources would have been destroyed . 

Hundreds of thousands of dollars had to be 
raised for legal fees, transportation, andre
lated expenses. Over 40 days were spent in 
depositions alone. 

After refusing to throw the case out, 
Judge Mariana Pfaelze~ allowed it to come 
to trial last year. At its conclusion, she was 
compelled to rule the obvious. In her 
words, "You have not proved anything that 
you said you were going to prove. Noth
ing." But the damage had already been 
done . Now Judge Pfaelzer is weighing ar
guments asking reimbursement for attor
ney's fees. In my opinion justice will not 
be served until a favorable ruling comes 
down on behalf of the SWP in this matter. 

An unusual aspect"of this is that attor
neys for the SWP are asking that both Gel
fand and the law firm representing him be 
held liable for the fees. While Gelfand was 
able to afford high-priced lawyers with a 
Century City address - the firm of Fisher 
and Moest - he has now arranged to pre
sent himself as virtually penniless. 

Are lawyers who would take on such a 
case -designed only to disrupt or destroy 
a political group - to be held responsible 
for their actions? I believe this case pre
sents an excellent opportunity to raise the 
question of the responsibilities of lawyers 
in bad faith or frivolous litigation. In my 
opinion, the arguments on behalf of the 
SWP are fully justified. 

I am now asking you to do as I did and 
consider the facts of this. case. I am per
suaded that if you do you will also lend 
your support to the SWP and Political 
Rights Defense Fund in their-efforts to se
cure justice. 

'Bad faith' 

If Smith represents one breed of attor
ney, the law firm hired by Gelfand repre
sents another. Its offices are situated in a 
plush area of the city, near Beverly Hills . 

Fisher & Moest advertises itself as a 
First Amendment firm . But a look at their 
list of clients reveals a peculiar notion of 
whose rights need defending. 

Like Gelfand, they have in common 
their ability to pay and pay well. The right
wing followers of the fabulously wealthy 
Rev. Sun Myung Moon are prominent 
among them . 

Fisher & Moest's masquerade as civil 
rights lawyers has fooled some. 

"I don't believe that just because a 
lawyer calls himself a left or civil libertar
ian lawyer that every case they bring 
should be supported," Smith said. "Or that 
they are always right. Or that they should 
not be punished for acting in bad faith . 
These people acted in bad faith." 

Legally, the "bad faith" issue is crucial 
I'}Ow. The judge is being asked to rule that 
Fisher & Moest acted in bad faith. 

"I can't believe for a moment, not for a 
moment, that this law firm believed in the 
justification for what they were doing -
unless they were just totally crazy." 

Smith added, "It's a sophistry to main
tain that you can't make a fundamental 
judgement about that- that you can't dis-

BY MARLA PUZISS 
BALTIMORE - Supporters of Man

kekolo Mahlangu-Ngcobo, a member of 
the African National Congress (ANC) who 
is fighting deportation from the United 
States, held a press conference here on 
June 22 . The ANC is fighting against the 
apartheid regime in South Africa. 

Speaking at the press conference were 
Mahlangu-Ngcobo's lawyer, Judy Jacob
son; · Nathaniel Hoff, Maryland State 
Teachers Association (MSTA); Rev. 
Mamie Williams, pastor of Centennial 
United Methodist Church; State Sen. 
Nathan lrby; Rodney Orange, NAACP; 
and Ken Morgan, local cochairperson of 
the National Black Independent Political 
Party and spokesperson for the defense 
committee. 

Hoff explained that the MSTA constitu
tion opposes apartheid and calls on U.S. 
corporations to divest their holdings in 
South Africa. 

The MST A has circulated petitions 
against the deportation of Mahlangu
Ngcobo and has collected thousands of sig
natures . Orange expressed the support of 
both the local and national NAACP for 
Mahlangu-Ngcobo's struggle. 

Morgan read a statement on behalf of the 
defense committee explaining that the U.S. 
government supports racism "from Johan
nesburg to South Carolina," and pointed to 
the similar problems of Haitian refugees in 
obtaining political asylum in the United 
States. 

Messages of support can be sent to the 
Mankekolo Mahlangu-Ngcobo Defense 
Committee, % Rev . Mamie Williams, 
Centennial United Methodist Church, 1029 
E. Monument St., Baltimore, Md. 21202. 
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- ·THE GREAT SOCIETY------~--'----------
Pay up and shut up - A 

·Lakewood, Ohio, women paid her 
income tax , adding a note protest
ing the share for the military . She 
was fined $500. An Atlanta-area 
woman paid, but protested, a $35 

belted with such fines under a con
gressional statute barring "frivol
ous" returns. A fed conceded the 
cited examples may have been 
overzealous. 

creed, paving the way for reunifi: 
catiori with a Black group, which 
split in 1869. Church officials esti
mate 1992 as the reunification 

not right now. The immediate 
problem is "public d isenchant
ment" with nuclear power. "There 
is," he confides, "a large element 
of irrationality about the public's 
attitude." However, he assures , 
future nuke plants will "rise like a 
phoenix from ashes of the past." 

been on 'the case since the Stanko 
plants were spotlighted on TV. 

Wear your lead BVDs- ''On 
your summer vacation this year, 
why not take in an atomic energy 
center? Seriously .. . . Many of the 
facilities are also educational and 
recreational centers .. .. The one 
for visitors at Three Mile Island is, 
understandably, one of the most 
popular . . .. A sortie to a nuclear 
electricity information center 
should help dispel some of the 
fears about nuclear power." . -
Editorial in the Indianapolis Star. 

date. · 

Harry 
Ring 

tax on an income of less than 
$3,000. The IRS fined her more 
than $500 and grabbed the 
$140.06 in her bank account, plus 
slapping a lien on her home. More 
than 5,000 taxpayers have been 

The diagnostic dot - Richard 
Mandel, head of a firm that audits 
hospital bills , is astonished by the 
number of errors that tum up. 
"You'd be amazed how many 
times the decimal point is put in 
the wrong place," he said. "The 
remarkable thing is that it is al
ways too far to the right." 

Deliberate speed - Leaders of 
the Chattanooga-based Cumber
land Presbyterian Church have 
agreed to include an antislavery 
statement in the official church 

All systems go - "The hurdles 
to higher-quality weapons are for
midable. For one thing, the Penta
gon's new inspection system does 
not always work. Good quality
control experts are hard to come 
by, and they sometimes are less 
than diligent, even quitting to join 
the companies they have been in
specting."- A Pentagon spokes
man. 

The Ashman Cometh - MIT 
prez Paul Gray insists there's a fu
ture for nuclear engineers, albeit 

The Stanko saga (con't) -
Henry Stanko of the Stanko meat 
processing plant near Denver, has 
agreed to tum state's evidence 
against his cousin Rudolph Stanko 
in Nebraska. The Stankos are 
major purveyors of ground beef to 
the federal school lunch program 
and numerous state and local hos
pitals and prisons. The meat in-

Personal note - For 1he 
numerous morale-boosting, medi
cally therapeutic get-well mes
sages , muchas gracias. 

. eludes rodent droppings and other · 
similar nutrients. The feds have 

--CALENDAR---~---------------------

CALIFORNIA 
Oakland 
Simpson-Mazzoli Bill: A Threat To All 
Workers. Speakers: Bill Tamayo, chair, Com
mittee to Combat Simpson-Mazzoli; Martf 
Cano, immigration counselor for Hispanic Af
fairs Oakland Diocese; Raul Gonzalez, member 
of International Ladies' Garment Workers' 
Union. Translation to Spanish. Fri. , July 27, 
7:30p.m. 3808 E 14th St. Donation: $2. Ausp: 
Militant Forum. For more information call 
(415) 534-1242. 
San Diego 
Celebrate and Defend the Nicaraguan and 
Cuban Revolutions. Speakers to be an
nounced. Sat., July 21, 7 p.m. 1053 15th St. 
Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Bookstore. For 
more information call (619) 234-4630. 

GEORGIA 
Atlanta 
U.S. Troops Out of Grenada! A class series 
on history of Grenada based on Maurice Bishop 
Speaks: "The Class Struggle in Grenada and the 
Caribbean" and "Imperialism is not invincible." 
Sun., July 22,. I p.m. to 4 p.m. 504 Flat Shoals 
SE. Ausp: Young Socialist Alliance . For more 
information call ( 404) 577-4065. 

INDIANA 
Indianapolis 
Looking for Solutions to Unemployment, Ra
cism, and War? Why the U.S. Is at War 
Against Nicaragua. A Young Socialist Al
liance class series. Tues ., July 24, 6:30 p.m. 
4850 N College. Ausp: YSA. For more in for- ., 
mation call (317) 283-6149. 

Vietnam and Kampuchea: 
an eyewitness report 
A slide show and presentation 
by Diane Wang · 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Morgantown 
Sat., July 28, 8 p.m. 957 S. University 
Ave. · Donation: $2. For more informa
tion call (304) 296-0055. 

KENTUCKY 
Louisville 
Why Working People Should Oppose the 
Anti-immigration Simpson-Mazzoli Bill. 
Speakers: · Peggy Kreiner, Socialist Workers 
candidate for Congress in 3rd C.D.; Myra Gon
zalez, student at Spencerian College. Sat., July 
28, 7:30 p.m. 809 E Broadway (near Shelby). 
Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more 
information call (502) 587-8418. 

_MINNESOTA 
St. Paul 
Will U.S. Elections End the War in Central 
America? Speakers: Laura Garza, Young 
Socialist Alliance National Committee and 
Youth Coordinator for Socialist Workers 1984 
Campaign; Signe Martell , recently returned · 
from Nicaragua; others. Sun., July 22, 4 p.m. 
508 N Snelling. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant 
Forum. For more information call (612) 644-
6325. 

NEW.YORK 
Brooklyn 
Blacks in the Americas: Community Rally in 
Solidarity With the Cuban and Nicaraguan 
People. Speakers: Nicaraguan representative; 
Ali menta Bishop, mother of Maurice Bishop, 
slain prime minister of Grenada; others. Sun., 
July 22, 4 p.m. to 7 -p.m. Medgar Evers Col
lege, 1150 Carroll St. Ausp: Caribbean Coali
tion. 
Manhattan 
Israeli Elections. Wed., July 25, 7 p.m. 777 
UN Plaza. Ausp: Nov. 29 Coalition. For more 
information call (21 2) 535-6900. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Greensboro 
The Truth About Cuba: 25 Years of the 
Cuban Revolution. Slide show and presenta
tion by Meryl Lynn Farber, member of 
Teamsters Local 391 and Young Socialist Al
liance, visited Cuba in 1980. Sat., July 21, 7:30 
p.m. 301 S Elm St. Donation: $2. Ausp: Mili
tant Labor Forum. For more information call 
(919) 272-5996. 

WASHINGTQN 
Seattle 
After Five Years of Struggle Nicaragua · 

Wants Peace. Speakers: Luis Mendez, member 
of diplomatic corps of Nicaraguan Embassy in 
Washington, D. C.; Larry Gossett, director Cen-

' tral Area Motivation Program; Dr. Giovanni 
Costigan, professor emeritus of literature at 
University of Washington. Sat., July 21, 7:30 
p.m. Bloedel Hall, 1245 lOth Ave. E. Ausp: El 
Centro de Ia Raza. For more information call 
(206) 329-2974. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
British Coal Miners Strike. Speaker: Dave 
Ferguson, U.S. coal miner recently returned 
from Britain; film , Harlan County U.S.A . . Pre
ceded by dinner and refreshments. Translation 
to Spanish. Sat. , July 21, 6 p.m. 3106 Mt. 
Pleasant NW. Ausp: Socialist Workers Cam
paign Committee. For more information call 
(202) 797-7699. 

Ferraro no advance for women 
Continued from front page 
striking British coal miners and the 
thousands of women who are backing them 
as they wage a fierce battle against auster
ity and the employers' offensive. 

To the degree that Ferraro's candidacy 
succeeds in convincing women and work
ing people that the two-party system really 
does represent them, the struggle of 
\YOmen and other exploited and oppressed 
groups is set back. 

Ferraro's candidacy is being used to 
cover up the class divisions in this society. 
Both the Democratic and Republican par
ties stand on . the bankers and big 
businessmen's side of that class line . The 
interests of the working-class and its allies 
among the oppressed ~ Blacks, Latinos, 
women, and family farmers - lie on the 
opposite side . • 

Ferraro's candidacy is also being used to 
refurbish the myth of the "American 
dream." The nomination of a woman from 
an immigrant background, she says, shows . 
" that in America anything is possible if you 
work for it. " 

As a woman worker, a Puerto Rican, 
and a unionist, I know first-hand what a lie 
this is. 

Ferraro herself is a slumlord and former 
prosecutor who pretends to be a champion 
of the working class while voting for au
sterity budgets . 

Ferraro is an opponent of busing for 
school desegregation. She voted against 
the racist, antilabor, anti-immigrant 
Simpson-Mazzoli bill be~ause it wasn' t 

harsh enough in its treatment of immigrant 
workers. 

Ferraro calls for a "strong and ready mil
itary establishment" and for "strengthened 
conventional forces, improved readiness, 
and a prudent, balanced, and unquestioned 
nuclear deterrent force." 

She expressed her confidence that with 
the Democratic Party's military policy , 
" the 'American century' will not be cut 
short. " 

I support every effort to cut short the 
'American century ' - the rule of U.S. im
perialism that is responsible for the misery 
and oppression of millions of people 
throughout the world. 

My campaign looks to the example 
being set by women in Cuba and Nicara
gua, and the struggling women and men of 
El Salvador, who are fighting to follow 
their example. 

It is precisely the murderous U .S. "con
ventional" and nuclear forces, which Fer
raro wants to strengthen still further , that 
are being used in a criminal attempt to 
drown in blood these shining examples of 
how to end oppression and exploitation. 

Women are winning their liberation in 
Cuba and Nicaragua because of massive 
struggles by workers and farmers , which 
overthrew the exploiters and instituted rule 
by the exploited and oppressed. It's this 
road, which a massive, fighting women's 
liberation movement will be a key compo
nent of, that women in the United States 
can and should emulate. 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS 'PAPER, LOOK US · UP-----------
Where to find the Socialist Workers Party, 

Young Socialist Alliance, and socialist books 
and pamphlets 

ALABAMA: Birmingham: SWP, YSA, 
205 18th St. S. Zip: 35233. Tel: (205) 323-
3079. 

ARIZONA: Phoenix: SWP, YSA, 17 E. 
Southern Ave. (Central and Southern). Zip: 
85040. Tel: (602) 268-3369. 

CALIFORNIA: Bay Area District: 3808 
E 14th St:, Oakland. Zip: 94601. Tel: (415) . 
534-1242. Los Angeles: SWP, YSA, 2546 · 
W. Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-
9460. Oakland: SWP, YSA, 3808 E 14th St. 
Zip: 94601. Tel: (415) 261-3014. San Diego: 
SWP, YSA, 1053 15th St. Zip: 92101. Tel: 
(619) 234-4630. San Francisco: SWP, YSA, 
3284 23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (415) 282-6255. 
San Jose: SWP, YSA, 46112 Race St. Zip: 
95126. Tel: (408) 998-4007. Seaside: SWP, 
YSA, 1184 Broadway. Zip: 93955 . Tel: (408) 
394-1855. 

COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, 126 
W. 12th Ave. Zip: 80204. Tel: (303) 534-8954. 

FLORIDA: Miami: SWP, YSA, 663 Martin 
Luther King Blvd. (NW 62nd St.) Zip: 33150. 
Tel: (305) 756-1020. Tallahassee: YSA, P.O. 
Box 20715. Zip: 32316. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: SWP, YSA, 504 Flat 
Shoals Ave. SE. Zip: 30316. Tel: (404) 577-
4065. 
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ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, 3455 S 
Michigan Ave. Zip: 60616. Tel: (312) 326-
5853 or 326-5453. 

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, Activities 
Desk, Indiana Memorial Union. Zip: 47405. 
Indianapolis: SWP, YSA, 4850 N. College. 
Zip: 46205. Tel: (317) 283-6149. 

IOWA: Des Moines: YSA, P.O. Box 1165. 
Zip: 50311 . 

KENTUCKY: Louisville: SWP, YSA, 809 
E. Broadway. Zip: 40204. Tel: (502) 587-8418. 

LOUISIANA: New Orleans: SWP, YSA, 
3207 Dublin St. Zip: 70118. Tel: (504) 486-
8048. 

MARYLAND: Baltimore: SWP, YSA, 
2913 Greenmount Ave. Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) 
235-0013. Baltimore-Washington District: 
2913 Greenmount Ave. Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) 
235-0013. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: SWP, YSA, 
510 Commonwealth Ave., 4th Floor. Zip: 
02215. Tel: (617) 262-4621. 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: SWP, YSA, 7146 
W. McNichols. Zip: 48221. Tel: (313) 862-
7755. . . 

MINNESOTA: Mesabi Iron Range: SWP, 
YSA, 112 Chestnut St., Virginia, Minn. 55792. 
Send mail to P.O. Box 1287. Zip: 55792. Tel: / 
(218) 749-6327. Twin Cities: SWP, YSA, 508 
N. Snelling Ave., St. Paul. Zip: 55104. Tel: 
(612) 644-6325. 

MISSOURI: Kansa.S City: SWP, YSA, 
4715A Troost. Zip: 64110. Tel: (816) 753-
0404. St. Louis: SWP, YSA, 3109 S. Grand, 
# 22. Zip: 63118. Tel: (314) 772-4410. . 

NEW JERSEY: Newark: SWP, YSA, 141 
Halsey. Zip: 07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341. 

NEW YORK: Capital District (Albany): 
SWP, YSA, 352 Central Ave. 2nd floor. Zip: 
12206 .. Tel: (5 18) 434-3247. New York: SWP, 
YSA, 79 Leonard. Zip: 10013. Tel: (212) 226-
8445 or 925-1668. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Piedmont: SWP, 
YSA, 301 S. Elm St. , Suite 522. Greensboro. 
Zip: 27401. Tel: (919) 272-5996. 

OHIO: Cincinnati: SWP, YSA, 4945 Pad
dock Rd. Zip: 45237. Tel: (513) 242-7161. 
Cleveland: SWP, YSA, 15105 St. Clair Ave. 
Zip: 44110. Tel: (216) . 45 1-6150. Toledo: 
SWP, YSA, 2120 Dorr St. Zip: 43607·. Tel: 
(419) 536-0383. 

OREGON: Portland: SWP, YSA, 2732 NE 
Union. Zip: 97212. Tel: (503) 287-7416. · 

PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, Edin
boro State College. Zip: 16444. Tel: (814) 734-
4415. Philadelphia: SWP, YSA, 2744 Ger
mantown Ave. Zip: 19133. Tel: (215) 225-
0213. Pittsburgh: SWP, YSA, 141 S. High
land Ave. Zip: 15206. TeF (41 2) 362-6767. 
State College: YSA, P.O. Box 464, Bel
lefonte. Zip: 16823. Tel: (814)238-3296. 

RHODE ISLAND: Providence: YSA, P.O. 

Box 261, Annex Station. Zip: 02901. 
TEXAS: Austin: YSA, c/o Mike Rose, 7409 

Berkman Dr. Zip: 78752. Tel. (512) 452-3923. 
Dallas: SWP, YSA, 2817 Live Oak. Zip: 
75204. Tel: (214) 826-4711. Houston: SWP, 
YSA, 4806 Almeda. Zip: 77004. Tel: (713) 
522-8054. 

UTAH: Price: SWP, YSA, 23 S. Carbon 
Ave., Suite 19, P.O. Box 758. Zip: 84501. Tel: 
(801) 637-6294. Salt Lake City: SWP, YSA, 
767S. State. Zip: 84111. Tel: (801 ) 355-1124. 

VIRGINIA: Tidewater Area (Newport 
News): SWP, YSA, 5412 Jefferson Ave., Zip 
23605. Tel: (804) 380-0133. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA, 3106 
Mt. Pleasant St. NW. Zip: 20010. Tel: (202) 
797-7699. Baltimore-Washington District: 
2913 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, Md. Zip: 
21218. Tel: (301 ) 235-0013. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: SWP, YSA, 
5517 Rainier Ave. South. Zip: 98118. Tel: 
(206) 723-5330. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Charleston: SWP, 
YSA, 1584 A Washington St. East. Zip: 253 11. 
Tel: (304) 345-3040. Morgantown: SWP, 
YSA, 957 S. University Ave. Zip: 26505. Tel: 
(304) 296-0055 . 

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: SWP, YSA, 
4707 W. Lisbon Ave. Zip: 53208. Tel: (414) 
445-2076. 



'We are fighting for our future' 
10,000 British miners and supporters march and rally in Manchester 
BY KATHY MICKELLS 
AND DAVE FERGUSON 

MANCHESTER, England - "The 
NUM is heading for the greatest industrial 
victory in the post-war history of Great 
Britain. 

"With government policies in a state of 
industrial siege - and financial mayhem 
growing by the day -both Coal Board and 
·government are on the rack. 

"Solidarity action and financial s~pport 
is being stepped up dramatically by mem
bers of the public and the unions. People in 
all walks of life sense that victory is in the 
air ." 

So begins the lead article in The Miner, 
official organ of the National Union of 
Mineworkers (NUM). 

Manchester Day of Action 

This optimism was evident in the Man
: ch6ster Trade Union Council Day of Ac
tion demonstration on July 13. 

To chants of"Hen~ we go! Here we go!" 
and "We will win! We will win!" 10,000 
striking British coal miners and their sup
porters marched through the streets here. 

Led by the banner of the Agecroft Wives 
Support Group the militant crowd made its 
way to the Free Trade Union Hall for a 
rally with NUM Pres. Arthur Scargill, 
Labor Party Member of Parliament (MP) 
Tony Benn, and others. 

These "days of action" have become an 
important show of support for the miners 
strike. On these days, other unions strike 
for part or all of the day, or donate a desig
nated sum from their day's earnings to the 
NUM. Marches and rallies are also held. 

The Manchester Day of Action took 
place as strike action escalated across the 
country. On July 8 the dock workers union 
went on strike over British government at
tempts to move cargo in violation of union 
work rules. The dock strike is seen by 
every miner as a big advance in the kind of 
solidarity needed to win their battle against 
the government of Prime . .Minister Mar-
garet thatcher. . 

The dock strike has stopped the vast 
majority of freight movement and dis
rupted some passenger service through the 
ports. · 

the mine and dock strikes are precipitat
ing a crisis of confidence among the ruling 
rich . The past days have seen a rapid rise in 
interest rates, a decline in the value of the 
British pound sterling, and rapid fluctua
tion in the stock market the likes of which 

have not been seen since 1974 when an ear
lier miners strike forced the Conservative 
government of then-Prime Minister Ed
ward Heath to resigri. 

'Honor contract with working class' 

At the Manchester rally, Scargill pointed 
to the importance of solidarity by dockers 
and rail workers who have refused to move 
coal. "We have not seen solidarity like this 
since the 1972 and '74 strikes. If other 
workers and their leaderships were like the 
rail workers and dock workers, we would 
have already won this strike . 

'To the steelworkers leadership, Bill 
Sirs [national steel union president], we 
say, you should honor your contract with 
the working class and the trade union 
movement. There is one rule in the trade 
union movement when one of us is fighting 
in an industrial dispute, you don't cross a 
picket line." · 

The steel union officialdom has refused 
to honor the miners' call to stop processing 
coal into steel. The miners, their wives, 
and their supporters have responded by or
ganizing massive picket. lines at the steel 
works and wharves to stop the movement 
of coal by scab truck drivers. 

'A stru~gle for our future' 

In a passionate appeal to other workers 
handling coal Scargill stated, "As workers 
we can't be misled by the immediate gains, 
you have to think that the job being 
threatened is yours, the pit closed is yours. 
This is a struggle for our future. There isn't 
a price you can offer a man and woman to 
sell the job of their sons and daughters ." 
Calling on other workers to join in strike 
action Scargill said, "We demand your 
physical industrial action . 

"We have had over 4,000 arrested, 
I ,300 injured, and two have died," he con
tinued. "Two have been killed fighting for 
their right to work. From the moment this 
happened, to those in the power and elec
trical industry I say to you, not a one of you 
should have gone to work." 

Violence baiting of young fighters 

Much has been made by the media about 
violence on the picket lines. The big-busi
ness press continually condemns "the 
shenanigans of hooligans," trying to place 
the blame for the violence on the young re
bels who are fighting for their jobs and 
human dignity. But the fact is that strike-

Why British rail workers back miners 
BY JOE SWANSON 

SOUTH WALES, Britain - Before 
traveling to Britain, I had heard a lot about 
the growing solidarity among working 
people here for the coal miners strike . As a 
U.S . railroad worker I was particularly in
terested in finding out what the British rail
road unions were .doing to help. From what 
I saw, the U.S. rail unions can learn a lot 
from our brothers and sisters in Britain .. 

I talked to Les Stone, the local secretary 
of the National Union of Railwaymen 
(NUR) in Cardiff, South Wales . "We 
aren't hauling any coal," he told me, "arid 
we won't take coke into the steel mills." 

Stone has been a rail worker since 1941. 
"As a railroad man I depend on the min
ers," he explained . "Ninety percent of all 
goods hauled are coke, coal, and steel." He 
sees. his union's support for the miners 
strike as basic working-class solidarity . 
The NUR, he told me, has contributed 
£50,000 [£1 = U.S. $1.30] and the union 
that organizes the train drivers has donated 
another £5,000. 

The government's job-cutting plans 
aren't aimed only · at miners in the 
nationalized coal industry, Stone 
explained. In 1983 the British government 
wanted to impose a "productivity" agree
ment on the railroad . They intended to 
bring many train crews in the yards down 
to one person. This would have eliminated 
many jobs. 

"The government gave up when the 
NUR fought it," said Stone. "The govern
ment didn't push it because they didn't 

want rail workers and miners out [on 
strike] at the same time. That is general 
knowledge among rail workers and that is 
why we are supporting the strike." 

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher is 
"nothing but a criminal" for what she is 
doing to the miners, Stone told me. "She 
wants us pushed back to the Victorian Age," 
he said. "But we cannot have bloody mil
lionaires running this country!" 

Stone is proud of the solidarity the rail 
workers have extended to the miners, but 
he knows the battle is not yet over. The 
government remains determined to break 
the strike. 

"We in the NUR have stopped coal from 
going into the Llanwern steel plant," Stone 
explained. "But trucks of up to L50 in a 
convoy are going in 3 to 4 times a day." 
Each convoy carries the equivalent of one 
trainload . 

"The government has lifted the speed 
limits for these trucks," said Stone . It is 
spending hundreds of thousands of pounds 
a day on this one effort to break the strike. 
"Much more than settling with the miners 
would cost," adds Stone . "But the Trans
port and General Workers · Union [which 
organizes many truckers] will stop that 
soon I hope," Stone told me. 

"If the miners lose, we all lose," said 
Stone . He urged me to tell U.S. rail work
ers that the NUR's motto is "workers of the 
world unite." That slogan "has never been 

·as important as it is today," he said. 

Joe Swanson is a longtime member of the 
United Transportation Union. 

British women are in forefront of miners' battle. Strike has become a social struggle 
in defense of interests of all British working people. · 

breaking action by thousands of cops is the 
real source of the violence. 

Scargill answered the charges saying he 
"would not be a party to condemning those 
magnificent young men that are fighting 
for their lives and futures," 

He told of a young delegate at the 
NUM's recent national conference who 
said, "When the chant goes up, 'Here we 
go! Here we go!' what we are really saying 
is 'Here I am!' We are proclaiming our dig
nity and rights as human beings." 

At the very beginning of the rally ban
ners were placed at the front of the stage . In 
the center stood the NUM banner. Placed 
on one side was the Agecroft strikers' ban
ner. The crowd broke into tumultuous 
applause as the women placed their banner 
on the opposite side. 

Women are playing a central role in this 
strike. From organizing food kitchens to 
organizing picket lines, the miners' wives, 
mothers, sis"ters, and friends have been key 
to stopping the shipment of coal and sway
ing public opinion to support the miners. 

Scargill captured the feeling in the coal 
fields when he said, "women have recogc 
nized the power that belongs to them and 
they've taken their rightful place alongside 
of the men." 

Added ·Labor MP Tony Benn, "Worn-

en have discovered the powers that will 
carry them forward to full rights for women 
in this country." 

One of the main chants in the coal fields 
is "Maggie, Maggie, Maggie. ·out! Out! 
Out!" Benn observed that the miners' 
struggle is against more than Thatcher and 
her puppets on the National Coal Board. 

Thatcherism and capitalism 

"What is wrong in Britain," he stated, 
"isn't Thatcherism, but capitalism. It isn't 
the individual - Thatcher :..._ but this sys
tem that is based on profits . We need to 
build a socialist and democratic society, so 
that those who create the wealth own and 
control it." 

The speakers and the audience of work
ers seemed confident that the miners are on 
the road to victory. But the battle is not yet 
over. The stakes are still high. It is clear 
that the mine workers are in the forefront of 
the fight for the future of the British work
ing class - and working people the world 
over. 
Kathy Mickells is a miner employed by 
U.S. Steel in Pennsylvania. Dave Fergu
son is a miner at Kitt Energy in West Vir
gina. Both are members of the United Mine 
Workers of America. 

British miners reaffirm nat'l strike 
Continued from front page 
and file a degree of loyalty, commitment 
and dedication to principal that has roused
admiration around the world." He paid par
ticular tribute to the young miners and their 
wives. 

Delegates gave a prolonged standing 
ovation to train drivers' leader Ray Buck
ton, who gave greetings to the conference. 
Miners gave glowing tributes and mes
sages of solidarity to the dockers and sea
farers who have backed the strike with their 
own strike action against governm!'!nt at
tacks. 

The miners' resolve to bring the govern
ment to its knees was hardened by a blatant 
intervention into the union by the High 
Court on the eve of the conference . Fol
lowing an appeal from a group of scab min
ers in Nottinghamshire, the High Court 
ruled that the NUM's special conference 
could not pass rule changes that would 
allow a uniform national system of discip
lining NUM members who break union 
rules. 

This rule change had been in preparation 
for the last two years and delegates were 

concerned not to delay its implementation 
further. They want to be able to deal with 
scabs who have crossed their picket lines. 
So the conference defied the court injunc
tion and passed the rule change by 2 to I . "I 
am not in contempt of my miners," said 
Scargill, tossing the court decision aside, 
"that is the important thing." He added, 
"Through the police, the judiciary, [and] 
the social security system, the full weight 
of the state is being brought to bear upon us 
in an attempt to break this strike." 

But with the mounting support of union
ists from other industries in Britain, and . 
with the government and economy in 
crisis, delegates at the conference returned 
to the picket lines with renewed confi
dence. The NUM journal headlined its con
ference report with: "The cracks are show
ing," next to a cartoon of a crumbling 
statue of Thatcher. It is with this confi
dence that NUM representatives resumed 
talks with the Coal Boaro on July 18. 

Subscribe to 
the Militant 
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$17 million more for Somozaists 
Cloaked in a smokescreen of fraud and deception, 

Washington is moving ahead step by step in its resolute 
war against the Nicaraguan and Salvadoran revolutions. 

On July 17, it was disclosed that Washington has sent 
the aircraft carrier John F. Kennedy into the waters off 
the eastern coast of Nicaragua. 

'An 85,000-ton warship, the Kennedy caQ"ies 85 
bomber and fighter planes. · 

Its last assignment was in Washington's offshore ag
gression against Lebanon. 

Brass hats and politicians from the repressive regimes 
in El Salvador and Honduras are among those who have 
been invited · aboard to watch the bombers and fighter 
planes practice doing their number. 

Meanwhile, there is further confirmation of what a 
hoax was perpetrated by Congress in June , when it didn't 
pass a bill for more funds to the CIA~led mercenaries at

. tacking Nicaragua.· Democratic leader Thomas O'Neill 
declared the vote "should bring to a close U.S. support 
for the war in Nicaragua." · 

But the vote was a cover-up for the bipartisan escala
tion of the war. The latest voyage of the John F . Kennedy 
is one example. 

Now, it seems, "private" sources are chipping in to 
help Washington's war. 

Right-wing U .S. outfits are ~hipping "relief' to Sal-

vadoran and Nicaraguan "refugees." Totaling an esti
mated $17 million so far, the "relief' consists of boots, 
uniforms , food, and medicine for the Salvadoran govern
ment forces and for the Nicaraguan contras, as the U.S.
backed invaders are called. This gives the CIA $ 17 mil
lion more for weapons, ammunition , etc. 

Participants in the "relief' effort include such extreme 
rightists as the Christian Broadcasting Network and Sol
dier of Fortune, a magazine by and for mercenaries. 

How do they deliver $ 17 million worth of supplies to 
Central America? 

Simple. By u:s. militarycarriers . 
The material is stored at military bases around the 

country and shipped south by Navy ships and planes. 
But perhaps some of the food and medicine is for 

legitimate civilian relief? 
Not according to the Pro-America Education Founda

tion, which is asking for medical supplies from phar
maceutical firms. Their solicitation letter explains 
they' re "joining forces to raise medical supplies for the 
Central_ Americans battling Communist aggression. " 

Soldier of Fortune's "civilian" medical aid includes 
emergency medical training for the crews of Salvadoran 
government gunboats . 

· All of this without a peep of protest from the Demo
crats and Republicans in Congress, who supposedly 
ended the war a few weeks ago. 

Solidarity with Salvador unions 
A wave of labor protests , including major strikes, has 

hit El Salvador (see page 6) . The U.S. big-business 
media has consciously blacked out this news. It remains 
preoccupied with promoting the lie that the cause of 
human rights and democracy is on the march under the 
leadership of the U.S.-installed Sal~adoran president, 
Jose Napoleon Duarte. · 

The action of Salvadoran workers tells a different 
story. Unionists are stepping up the fight against the anti
labor policies of Duarte's repressive government. Radio 
stations controlled by the freedom fighters of the 
Farabundo Martf National Liberation Front (FMLN) 
have hailed the struggles of these workers and the impor
tant victories they have scored. 

Now is the time to increase efforts to extend solidarity 
to these heroic workers. The U.S. labor movement 
should take the lead, but all who oppose U.S. interven
tion in Central America can respond. An important be
ginning will be to get the truth out about the situation fac
ing Salvadoran workers. 

The Salvadoran unionists , like all those who are fight
ing for freedom in El Salvador, continue to do so under 
conditions of harsh repression. The death squads con
tinue to operate, and many unionists and other fighters 
remain locked in the regime's prisons where they are vic
tims of torture and inhuman conditions. 

Recently the National Labor Committee in Support of 
Democracy and Human Rights in El Salvador called at
tention to this fact. The committee includes 2 1 interna-

tiona! officers of U.S. unions. It has called for renewed 
efforts to win the release of 10 leaders of the Salvadoran 
Union of Hydroelectrical Workers of the Lempa River 
(STECEL) who have been jailed in El Salvador's notori
ous Mariona prison for four years, after leading a nation
wide strike protesting repression against their union and 
others . The STECEL leaders have been starved and 
beaten , and their families threatened with death . 

A May 2, 1984, letter signed by Jack Sheinkman, 
committee cochair and Amalgamated Clothing and Tex
tile Workers Union Secretary-Treasurer, urges U.S . 
unionists to pressure the U.S . and Salvadoran govern
ments to win the release of the STECEL leaders . 

The May convention of the Service Employees Inter
national Union (SEIU), the fifth largest AFL-CIO union, 
voted to oppose "all direct or indirect U.S. military inter
vention in Central America, including aid to Nicaraguan 
counterrevolutionaries and the CIA campaign of eco
nomic destabilization of Nicaragua." 

The adoption of these positions was the result of deter
mined efforts by SEIU convention delegates. By the last 
day of the gathering, some 275 delegates were wearing 
"U.S . Out of El Salvador" buttons. Two local SEIU offi- · 
cers who had recently visited Central America presented 
a slide show on their trips to an audience of 75 delegates. 

The SEIU' convention action should be emulated by 
other unionists . 

Step up solidarity with the working people of Central 
America! · · 

U.S. excludes Sinn Fein leader 
Determined to prevent working people in this country 

from learning the truth about the Irish freedom struggle, 
the State Department has denied a visa to Gerry Adams, 
a prominent Irish freedom fighter. 

Adams is a central leader of Sinn Fein, the principal 
political party fighting for an independent, socialist Ire
land. He was recently elected to the British Parliament by 
partisans of Irish freedom in Belfast, capital of British
occupied Northern Ireland. 

Adams had been invited here to address the national 
convention of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, the 
largest Irish-American organization in this country. 

The pretext'for the July 9 denial of a visa to Adams 
was that Sinn Fein supports "terrorism." How? By stand
ing in political solidarity with the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), which opposes the British occupation forces in 
Ireland's northern six counties . 

Surely there is plenty of terrorism in Northen Ireland. 
But responsibility for that terrorism rests, not with the 
IRA, but with the government of Prime Minister Mar
garet Thatcher in London. 

Its heavily armed troops remain garrisoned in Northern 
Ireland to perpetuate British imperialist rule. Those hated 
occupation forces are the instigators of the bloodshed . . 

Republican and Democratic administrations alike have 
frequently barred visitors whose political views they de
cided should not be heard by the people of this country 
especially those who oppose U.S. wars abroad. Wash
ington's immigration policy is an extension of its foreign 
policy. t . . 

Recently , Tomas Borge, a central leader of the Nicara-
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guan government, was denied a visa even though he had 
been invited to lecture here by several major educational 
institutions. 

Earlier, the door was slammed shut on Ruben Zamora , 
a leader of the liberation forces in El Salvador. . 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, one of the most distinguished 
literary figures in the Americas, has also been excluded. 
Garcia Marquez is a partisan of the Cuban revolution and 
an opponent of imperialism. 

Occasionally - but not very often - some rabid 
right-winger is denied a visa to show the government is 
"even-handed" in its exclusionary policy. 

The naked hypocrisy of that posture was indicated with 
the recent granting of a visa to Roberto d ' Aubuisson, the 
Salvadoran right-wing killer. His visa came shortly after 
his gang unsuccessfully plotted the assassination of the 
U.S . ambassador to El Salvador. 

Gerry Adams made a cogent point on the denial of his 
visa. "This comes as no surprise," he observed, "given 
the military ties between Margaret Thatcher' s and Ronald 
Reagan's governments." 

The State Department exclusion of Adams was sharply 
assailed by the inviting organization , the Ancient Order 
of Hibernians . It branded the action "a miscarriage of jus
tice and a mockery of democratic values." 

For sure . Such political exclusion is a two-sided 
weapon. It denies the people of this country the right to 
hear views from abroad. And that , in turn, is used to but
tress the drive to curb the expression of antiwar and other 
domestic dissenting views. 

SWP ran Woman 
V-P in 1948 on first 
national ticket 
BY GEOFF MIRELOWITZ 

While 1984 may be the fi rst year in which a U.S . 
capitalist political party has nominated a female vice
presidential candidate, it .is by no means the first time a 
woman has run for this office. 

The Socialist Workers Party has a long tradition of 
calling upon women fighters to lead its national election 
campaigns. This began in 1948 , the first year the SWP 
fielded a presidential ticket. Farrell Dobbs, the SWP 
presidential candidate , was joined by vice-presidential 

OUR 
REVOLUTIONARY -
HERITAGE 
candidate Grace Carlson. Like Dobbs, Carlson had been 
imprisoned during World War Il as one of the 18 defen
dants framed-up in the Minneapolis Smith Act case for 
opposition to that imperialist war and support for labor's 
right to speak out against it. 

In the following three presidential campaigns, Dobbs' 
running mate was Myra Tanner Weiss. In 1972 the SWP 
nominated Linda Jenness as the party's first female pres
idential candidate. In 1976 and 1980, Willie Mae Reid, a 
Black woman fighter, and Matilde Zimmermann, were 
SWP vice-presidential candidates. In the current elec
tion, Puerto Rican feminist Andrea Gonzalez is the 
socialist candidate for that office. 

The SWP's nomination of women for public office , on 
the national and local level, is a recognition of the fact 
that women fighters are among the leaders of important' 
social struggles - including the fight for the liberation of 
women. 

What has been most important about the SWP candi
dates, both women and men, has been the program and 
strategy they have campaigned for. Unlike Geraldine 
Ferraro and other Democratic and Republican candi-

. dates , male and female , SWP candidates have consis
tently urged working people to rely on their own power to 
fight for their own interests. 

The SWP's 1948 campaign set a good example. The 
July 12, 1948, issue of the Militant announced in a front 
page headline reporting on Dobbs and Carlson's noJilina
tion, that the socialist candidates "Call for a worke'ts and 
farmers government as the only answer to Wall Street 
war-makers ." 

The same Militant carried the national election plat
form of the Dobbs-Carlson campaign. ·It pointed to im
perialist war as the number one danger facing working 
people. It demanded: "Withdraw all troops from foreign 
soil! For the complete independence of the colonial 
peoples! ... Full solidarity with the revolutionary strug
gles of workers and farmers in all lands." 

The SWP candidates called for an end to all forms of 
racist discrimination. They opposed the attacks on the 
democratic rfghts of the labor movement such as the Taft
Hartley Act, which had just been passed by Democrats 
and Republicans in Congress. They urged, "Wipe out 
discriminatory immigration polic ies and open the doors 
of the U.S . to refugees ." 

"Millions of women," the platform explained, "bear 
the burden of a double oppression. Exploited and abused 
just as all workers, they are also discriminated against, 
and often denied jobs in industry as well as having the 
burden of the home thrust upon them." 

Later in 1948 an article in the Militant put forward a 
political explanation of the fight for women's rights that 
retains its full validity today. 

"The solving of the problem of women's rights is simi
lar to the problem of winning emancipation for other op
pressed sections of the population. It can only be done by 
women organizing themselves to fight for their rights and 
aligning themselves with the great progressive move
ments in our society . Women - like the oppressed 
Negro people and minority groups - must certainly get 
into politics to win their rights . But no more than other 
oppressed groupings can they win these rights by sup
porting the parties of capitalism. Women can emerge as a 
political force only by working for the creation of a new 
political party of the working people, representing and 
responsive to their interests ." 

In her speech accepting the SWP nomination, broad
cast on national radio, Carlson addressed herself to the 
fight against racist oppression and explained that the 
fight for Black rights "does not mean merely voting at 
e lection time . ... It also means action - organized pro
test by groups, organizations, and whole communities." 

The SWP explained that its election platform, ad
dressed to all working people, was much more than a set 
of electoral proposals . Rather " . .. it is also a program of 
action to unite and guide the struggles of the workers on 
a year-round. basis. lt_s effectiveness depends . . . on the 
extent to which it receives support from the masses in 
their daily struggles in the factories, in the unions, etc . Its 
aim is to organize and mobilize the working people for 
the part they are destined to play in the march to a better 
world." 



Ky. unionists organize support for Toledo UAW. 
BY BOB QUIGLEY 

Workers at the Bendix truck parts plant in Frankfort, 
Kentucky, have been following the United Auto Workers 
(UA W) Local 14 strike against AP Parts in Toledo, Ohio, 
with great interest. 

When the strike was first reported on the national 
news, with accounts of the May 21 cop attack on a tnass 

UNION TALK 
picket line, some workers here immediately saw that the 
Toledo strike was important to their own struggle against 
a concession contract. 

The Allied Industrial Workers at Bendix was bei'ng of
fered a new contract that included .forced overtime and 
other changes in the work rules . Forced overtime would-
mean that the company could lay off some workers and 
forct; the rest to work long hours . Many thought the com
pany wanted to force a strike to bust the union, so they 
were very interested in the union-busting campaign by 
AP Parts . 
· A few workers started to follow the strike regularly by 

subscribing liP the Militant . The Mi1itant would be 
brought into work each week and left on work benches 
where different workers could come by and read about 
the strike and other issues. People were impressed by the 
Militant' s honest coverage of the strike . 

Because of a united resistance to Bendix's concession 
contract, the company was forced to back down and a 
contract without forced overtime was signed at the begin
ning of June . 

A layer of workers here remained interested in carry
ing out a solidarity campaign with the AP Parts strikers . 
After talking to UA W members in Toledo, we asked 
them to send us strike support buttons. _ 

Money collected for the buttons goes into a strike 
fund . A short fact sheet, entitled "Would you like this to 
happen to you?" was printed, and supporters told workers 
about the strike and collected donations for the buttgns . 

The response was very encouraging, with more than 
100 buttons being distributed in this plant of less than 
550. Many workers could be seen wearing their AP Parts 
Strike buttons along with their own union button. The 
suggested donation for the button was $1 , but several 
supporters contributed more. One shop steward. started to 

take the buttons around personally to get donations. 
"The most important thing is to get people aware of 

what the companies are trying to do to the unioris and to 
try to get people to stick together to fight back against 
union-busting. Many people don't think that what hap
pens in Toledo affects us here in Frankfort, but it does," 
explained one of the strike supporters. 

From the beginning of this campaign supporters of the 
UA W strikers sought to involve the Allied Industrial 
Workers . Union officials were very cooperative and now 
more buttons have been ordered for distribution by the 
shop stewards. 

The workers who started this campaign are very happy 
with the results. Hundreds of workers in Frankfort, Ken
tucky, now know about this important strike by the UA W 
in Toledo. Workers were given a chance to respond to 
this union-busting campaign, and they responded en
thusiastically. 

. Unionists in other cities can get these buttons by writ
ing to UAW Local 14,5411 Jackman, Toledo, Ohio, 
43613. 

Bob Quigley works at Bendix in Frankfort, Kentucky, 
and is a member of the Allied Industria/Workers. 

Nicaragua: 'now we're encouraged to lead unions' 
This week's "Women in Revolt" is a guest-column 

by Lee Martindale. Martindale is on the editorial 
board of Perspectiva Mundial and traveled to Nicara
gua last November on a tour sponsored by Militant/ 
Perspectiva Mundial Tours. 

women who met with us on behalf of the union's execu
tive-board explained how, as a result of Nicaragua's rev
olution, they were winning their. freedom as wbmen and 
as workers. 

The plant has a store which distributes basic food prod
ucts at fixed prices. There's a free clinic with three nurses 
and two doctors on staff - a gynecologist as well as a 
general practitioner. 

ally been done by men in order to help in the production 
and defense efforts. 

One hundred eighty-nine women from the plant are 
members of the Sandinista Peoples Militias. Eighteen are 
in the· reserve battalions of the army, and some had been 

On the wall of the workers' cafeteria at the TEX
NICSA plant in Nicaragua's capital city of Managua 
hangs a large wooden sign with a quote from Lenin: "The 
proletariat cannot achieve full freedom without winning 
complete freedom for women." 

Women who don't have someone to look after their 
children in the evenings are put on days until they can 
work it out. In the future, the union plans to set up a Child 
Development Center in the plant, which will be open 24 
hours a day. 

· mobilized to go to the front. The women also participate 
in public health brigades and the work of their neighbor
hood defense committees. , 

Meeting these women gave us a glimpse in action of 
what AMNLAE leader Magda Enriquez described on her 
U.S . tour in February: "For us, this is the practice of de
mocracy. When we the women decide we need a hospital 
to deal with specific gynecological problems, and we get 
that hospital, we are practicing democracy. 

During the Nicaraguan people's war of liberation, 
which defeated the U.S. -backed dictatorship of An as- Pregnant women are given light duty and put on days, 

and they get two months paid maternity leave before and 
after the birth of their children. 

WOMEN 
IN REVOLT 

One of the women explained: "We were never allowed 
before to participate in making decisions . Now we're en
couraged to become part of the union leadership." Deci
sions about production at the state-owned plant are made 
jointly by the administration and the union. AMNLAE, 
the Nicaraguan women's organization, has a chapter in 
the plant anda representative on the tinion:s executive 

"When we are able to vaccinate 200,000 children over 
a weekend and eradicate whooping cough, measles, and 
polio for the last two years using volunteers, we are 
building democracy. When the people teach the people 
how to read and write, we are building democracy." 

This is what the U.S. war against Nicaragua is out to 
destroy. 

Pat Grogan 
board. · 

To take just one example: the attacks by counterrevo
lutionaries armed, organized, and financed by Washing
ton have destroyed 17 health centers. Fifteen health 
workers have been killed, 11 wounded, and 13 kid-

tasio Somoza in · I 979, the plant was sacked, bombed, 
and burned. Subsequently, a handful of workers began 
on their own to fix it up and get it running. By November 
I 983, when I visited with a tour group of U.S. workers, 
the plant employed 1,200 workers and produced 23,000 
yards of cloth a day. 

Women won the leading role they play in Nicaragua in 
the course of the struggle against Somoza, and in the con
stant struggle since I 979 to rebuild the country and de
fend their gains from the U.S. government's economic , 
political, and military aggression. 

The women at TEXNICSA also play an important role 
in these efforts. Workers guard the plant against sabotage 
or attack before and after their shifts . Women in the plant 
have been motivated to take on jobs that have tradition-

napped. . 
We need to defend the gains of our Nicaraguan sisters 

by building solidarity with Nicaragua and opposition to 
the U.S. war there. In addition, we should follow their 
example - by leading the fight in this country to replace 
the government of the imperialists with a government of 
workers and farmers. That's how we'll win our libera
tion, too. One-third of the workers are women . Several of the 

-LEIIERS------~---------------

57th mine death 
[Louise Armstrong is a laid-off 

coal miner from U.S. Steel's Mor
ton mine in West Virginia.] 

He had a warm sense of humor. 
He helped me conquer the shut-

tle car. , 
"You can do it," he'd say. 

Never hinted at doubts . And then 
he'd watchout for me. 

"How many buggies did you 
get?," he'd shout as I dumped coal 
onto the belt line. He'd carefully 
check out any mechanical failure; 
tried for weeks to get me a head
light one time . He didn't want 
anyone hurt . 

He never wanted to work in the 
mines . He was an auto mechanic, 
had his own garage and helped out 
some of the guys on layoff, fixing 
their trucks or putting them to 
work. 

Working in the mines was sim
ply a practical matter. He had a 
family to support and the garage 
just didn't make ends meet. 

Reminds me of something my 
mining school teacher said before 
I ever went underground. 

"There was a saying in the 
mines when I was younger. It tells 
you how the coal operators think. 
It went like this: 'Kill a mule, buy 
another one; kill a man, hire' 
another one. ' " 

Some people think those days 
are past; they couldn't be more 
wrong. 

Jerry, age 37, U.S . Steel mine 
electrician , was killed last week 
underground. He was pinned by a 
buggy he was repairing. The 57th 

· mine fatality in 1984. 
Jerry was the best kind of union 

brother. 
I'll be thinking of him when the 

national coal contract expires this 
fall. _ 

No more backward steps! 
Louise Armstrong 
Charleston, West Virginia 

Gould on eugenics 
The July Natural History 

magazine has a refreshing and 
materialist analysis of the eugenics 
movement (for compulsory sterili
zation) by Stephen Jay Gould. 

He points out that by the 1930s · 
more than 30 states had passed 
laws allowing forced sterilizations 
of people under the state's care for 
"crimes" of alcoholism, drug ad
diction, blindness, deafness, and 
social and sexual "deviation." 

In 1927 the Supreme Court up
held the famous Virginia steriliza
tion bill in the case of Buck vs . 
Bell. This was a blatantly anti
woman and anti-working-class 
ruling. Tens of thousands of work
ing people were forcibly 
sterilized, many for being "tramps 
and paupers." It was used against 
immigrants in particular, as well 
as "lewd and immoral" women . 

Gould refutes, through 

thorough statistical evidence, the 
lunacy of the "three generations of 
imbeciles" theory that was used to 
justify sterilization. This issue re
surfaced in 1980 when it was re
vealed that the Lynchburg, Vir
gmta, hospital, which had 
sterilized Carrie Buck, had per
formed a total of more than 4,000 
sterilizations as late as up to 1972. 

Gould's article is fascinating 
and should be read in light of re
cent antiwoman and antiworker 
legislation coming from the 
capitalist courts. 
Mark Friedman 
Toledo, Ohio 

Soldier of Fortune 
· My eye was recently caught by 
a colorful magazine with a banner 
headline, "Grenada: One We 
Won ." The magazine, Soldier of 
Fortune (SOF), turns out to be a 
self-proclaimed fighter against 
communism and a cheerleader for 
the Pentagon, right-wing dictator
ships, and mercenaries. 

Inside was an article entitled the 
"Grenada Papers: SOF Scores In
telligence Coup." 

The so-called intelligence coup 
was a bust. The supposedly secret 
information had been common 
knowledge, at least to anyone with 
the slightest familiarity with the 
Caribbean and the recent history 
of Grenada. 

Yes, the Point Salines Interna-

tiona! Airport was being built with 
the help of Cubans . -

Yes, all types of aid agree
ments, including . military, had 
been negotiated and signed by the 
government of Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop. 

And yes, many people from 
around the world, including the 
United States, were living in Gre
nada and working in various 
capacities to build a new, free 
Grenada. 

The People ' s Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) of Grenada 
never tried to hide its association 
with other nations and political 
movements . 

Every issue of the Free West/~
dian, the former national newspa
per of Grenada, contained articles 
about the activities in Grenada that 
solidarized with the struggle in El 
Salvador, the African liberation 
movements, and the revolutions in 
Nicaragua and Cuba . 

Opposition to the invasion real
ly bothered these hoodlums. 

While the editorial in Soldier of 
Fortune cheers for more inva
sions, specifically in Nicaragua 
and Cuba, the Pentagon knows 
only a bloodletting on the s~ale of 
Vietnam or greater is what awaits 
the American military interven
tion. 

Clearly this would be unaccept
able to the American people. And 
of course every opponent of these 

war policies must constantly re
mind the Reagan administration 
that they will indeed not tolerate a 
single soldier, not a single cent for 
an American inspired war in the 
Caribbean or Central America. 
Steve Beumer 
Detroit, Michigan 

Correction 
In last week's Militant the photo 

caption accompanying the article 
"U.S. socialist candidate addres
ses Dominican unionists" con
tained an error. The general secre
tary of the Dominican General 
Workers Federation was misiden
tified. His name is Julio de 'Peiia 
Valdez. 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name. 

The Militant special prisoner 
fund makes it possible to send 
reduced-rate subscriptions to 
prisoners who can't pay for 
them. Where possible the fund 
also tries to fill prisoners' re
quests for other literature. To 
help this important cause, send 
your contribution to: Militant 
Prisoner Subscription Fund, 14 
Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 
10014. 

July 21, 1984 The Militant 19 



THE MILITANT 
49,500 workers strike N.Y. hospitals 
BY GERRY KERR 

NEW YORK CITY - Chanting "No 
contract, no work," "They say giveback _:____ 
we say fightback ," and "Hey, hey, hey-
1199 is here to stay," 46,000 members of 
District 1199 of the Retail, Wholesale, De
partment Store Workers Union took to the 
streets here on July 13. Picket lines went 
up at 27 of New York City 's private hospi
tals and three nursing homes in the face of 
an I I th hour contract offer by management 
that union Pres. Doris Turner characterized 
as "an insult ." 

The strikers were joined July 16 by 
workers at three Long Island hospitals and 
II more nursing homes, bringing the total 
number of workers involved to 49,500. 
The majority of strikers are ·Blacks, 
Latinos, and women. In some hospitals, re
gistered nurses have joined the pickets with 
a sympathy strike of their own , refusing to 
work 12-hour days as strikebreakers. 

The workers represented by District 
I i99 had remained on the job without a 
contract since June 30. The strikers are de
manding a wage increase of I 0 percent per 
year for the next two years and every other 
weekend off for all hospital and health care . 
workers covered by the proposed contract. 

The union represents most of the "non
medical" employees - orderlies, laundry 
workers, maintenance people, clerical 
workers, X-ray and lab technicians, and 
others who staff the private hospitals and 
nursing homes. 

Although the big-business media has 
made much of the relative handful of social 
workers with masters degrees belonging to 
the union who can earn up to $33,962 per 
year, the vast majority do not receive any
where near that amount. Dishwashers, for 
example, are paid $7.33 per hour. Having 
every other weekend off has been a goal 9f 
hospital and nursing home workers here for 
many years. 

Instead of conducting serious negotia
tions with the union bargaining committee, 
the hospitals and nursing homes · spent 
months stockpiling supplies and drawing 
up emergency plans so they could present a 
facade of "business as usual" during a 
strike. 

Faced with the union's July 13 strike 
deadline, the hospital and nursing home 
owners finally came out with an offer that 
was virtually certain to be rejected: a 4 per
cent wage increase, which wouldn't take 
effect until October with a second 4 percent 
increase in October 1·985. 

Negotiators for the hospitals and nursing 
homes refused to take up in a serious way 
the workers' demand for every other 
weekend off, claiming instead that a 
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Striking hospital workers picketlng in New York. Union is fighting for 10 percent pay 
hike and every other weekend otT. 

guaranteed total of 26 weekends off per 
year, with scheduling in the hands of man
agement, was adequate . The chief 
negotiator for the hospitals and nursing 
homes smugly proclaimed that the wage 
offer is "reasonable by any standard ." 

But according to union spokespersons, 
since the wage increase proposed by man
agement wouldn 't take effect until Oc
tober, coupled with some givebacks hidden 
in the proposal, the net effect would be a 
wage increase of barely more than 2 per
cent above the old contract. Said union 
president Turner, "The offer was so insult
ing, given the fact that the managers al
ready have taken what they want from the 
top and are now simply trying to balance 
what's left on the backs of our workers ." 

At the St. Luke' s-Roosevelt hospital 
complex in Manhattan, for example, hand
lettered signs reading "2% don't pay the 
rent" expressed the workers' bitterness. 

Having provoked the strike in the first 
place, thus jeopardizing the care of 22,000 
patients - approximately 5 ,000 of whom 
are elderly nursing home residents needing 
constant attention - the hospital and nurs
ing home bosses are attempting to shift the 
blame for jeopardizing patients onto · the 
backs of the hospital and health care work
ers . 

The bosses are getting plenty of help in 
their effort from the city's big-business 
media and from the office of New York 
State Democratic Gov. Mario Cuomo. 

News accounts of the strike routinely in-

elude the claim that the institutions in
volved, while private, are non-profit. This 
is a distortion of the facts. The profits made 
are siphoned off through lucrative salaries 
for the top hospital administrators, and 
fabulous profits to the drug companies and 
manufacturers of hi-tech medical equip
ment and other supplies. The hospitals are 
also an essential source of income for pri
vate physicians, whose fees seem to be 
limited only by what the traffic will bear. 

During the weekend of July 14-15, the 
New York Times carried cheery "business 
as usual" stories with photographs of hos
pital and nursing home supervisory person
nel supposedly happy to be working 12 
hour a day ladling food and mopping floors 
out of an alleged concern for the patients. 
Since it is precisely the members of District 
I 199 who do the vast bulk of this work in 
the hospitals and nursing homes, it cer
tainly is not possible for the relatively 
small number of supervisory people to 
adequately care for the patients and attend 
to all the other essential work required. 

On Monday July 16, as additional health 
care establishments were struck, the tone 
grew more somber. While New York Gov
ernor Cuomo was delivering the keynote 
address at the convention of the Democrat
ic Party in San Francisco, Lt. Gov. Alfred 
DeiBello, acting on Cuomo' s behalf, was 
hinting-ominously that the state might have 
to intervene if the strike went on for a 
"week or more." Using concern for the pa
tients as a pretext , the state might attempt 
to force the hospital and health care work
ers back on the job and break the strike. 

This strike and the state government's 
response exposes the real point of the 
R eagan administration and top Democrats' 
fake campaign to contain health care costs 
in this country . It has nothing to do with 
enabling-working people and their families 
to obtain decent health care in the absence 
of any national health insurance at a time 
when medical costs are soaring. Rather, 
the employers and their government want 
to increase the medical industry's profits 
by pushing down the living standards of 
medical workers. 

If the striking hospital and health care 
workers are defeated , the city and state 
government and other employers here will 
surely step up their antiunion attacks . The 
entire labor movement must rally in sup
port of the . strikers and give them 
maximum solidarity. 

Gerry Kerr is a member of the Transport 
Workers Union Local 100, and the 
Socialist Workers Party's candidate for 
U.S. CongressfromNewYork's lith C:D . 

Coalition hits Md~, D.C. antiabortion bombings 
BY MARLA PUZISS 
AND CAROL CONRADI 

WASHINGTON, D.C . - A bomb 
exploded at the Annapolis, Maryland, 
Planned Parenthood Clinic' early in the 
morning of July 7. Two people were in the 
building at the time, but were not injured . 

The blast tore a four-foot-square hole in 
the front of the building and hurled tons of 
brick hundreds of feet into the street. 
Nearby windows s~attered and cars as far 
as 450 feet from the clinic were damaged. 

This attack came just three days after the 
July 4 bombing at the National Abortion 
Federation headquarters in Washington, 
D.C. 

"It is most distressing that this · recent 
violent act is only the latest in a long series 
of similar attacks against those of us who 
provide abortion services and who have 
exercised the constitutional right to receive 
them," said David John Andrews, execu
tive vice-president of Planned Parenthood 
of America. 

In a statement issued June 6 , Andrews 
announced that Planned Parenthood has 
joined with other organizations to launch a 
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program to stop. the wave of vandalism, 
death threats, and firebombings of abortion 
clinics that are "designed to frighten 
women away from the exercise of their 
constitutional rights to privacy and free
dom of choice." 

"We must not stand idle," Andrews said, 
"while extremists continue their illegal at
tacks on ·abortion services." 

Andrews urged a congressional investi
gation of the attacks . 

On Friday, July 13, the Coalition for the 
Safety of Abortion Clinics held a press 
conference in Washington, D.C. The coa
lition , which was formed in response to the 
July 4 bombing, brings together more than· 
22 organizations, including local chapters 
of the National Black United Front; 
Planned Parenthood; the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU); the National Or
ganization for Women; and various other 
women's, civi l rights, and community or
ganizations. 

The press conference opened with D.C. 
City Councilwoman Betty Ann Kane who 
denounced the attack . Kane is one of the 
sponsors of a resolution in the city council 

condemning the violence and demanding a 
federal investigation of the bombings. 

Also appearing at the press conference 
was Carolyn Gullatt , associate director of 
the D.C. ~area YWCA, who read a state
ment in support of the coalition from D. C . 
Mayor Marion Barry. · 

Leslie Watkins, executive di~ector of the 
local ACLU, made the comparison be_
tween abortion clinic violence and the ra
cist attacks he witnessed as a civil rights 
worker in the South in the 1960s and '70s. 
"I've seen them both," he said, "and 
there's no difference between bombing an 
abortion clinic or a Sunday school' church 
in Birmingham." He too called for a fed
eral investigation. 

The Coalition announced plans to hold 
future meetings to demand the federal gov
ernment intervene to safeguard the right of 
women to obtain safe, legal abortions. 

Joey Rothenberg, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for Congress from Mary
land' s 7th C. D., issued a statement con
demning the bombings. Rothenberg 
pointed to the government' s bipartisan at
tacks on women's .rights, saying that these 

"encourage and fuel right-wing violence 
against women . 

"The government's lack of response to 
the right-wing terror," she said, "has given 
the green light to those forces willing to use 
violence to obstruct a woman!s right to 
choose abortion." 

A July 14 gathering of supporters of the 
socialist campaign sent the following mes
sage to the Annapolis office of Planned 
Parenthood: 

"Supporters, of the socialist campaign, 
petitioning to put the presidential ticket of 
Mel Mason and Andrea Gonzalez on the 
ballot in the District of Columbia, con
demn the recent wave of terrorist bombings 
directed against abortion-related facilities . · 
The socialist candidates solidarize with all 
defenders of women's rights who oppose · 
these right-wing attacks. Our candidates 
are running on a platform that calls for full 
social, political, and economic rights for 
women - including the right to a safe, 
legal abortion. 

"Supporters of the socialist campaign 
will actively participate in the newly 
formed Coalition for the Safety of Abortion 
Clinics to answer these terrorist attacks ." 




