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Lebanon: no let-up in 
U.S.-Israeli aggression 
BY CINDY JAQUITH 

In an escalation of the imperialist war 
against the people of Lebanon, Israel is 
stepping up its bombing raids against 
forces opposed to rightist Lebanese Pres. 
Amin Gemayel. The U.S. government -
also determined to restore a stable, proim-

For Lebanon editorial, see page 14 

perialist regime in Lebanon - is keeping 
up its military pressure on Lebanese rebels 
and Syrian troops. 

Israel rained bombs on Lebanese vil
lages February 21 and sent an armored col
umn to within 12 miles of Beirut in a warn
ing to opposition forces . 

It was the second time in a week that Is
raeli jets bombed towns under the control 
of Lebanese opposition militias or Syrian 
troops. Prior to the Israeli assaults, U.S. 
warships off Lebanon:s coast had bom
barded,Syrian and Druse-held areas, firing 
off I ,900-pound shells from the New Jer
sey on February 8, in the heaviest U.S. 
shelling conducted since the Vietnam war. 

At a February 22 news conference, 
Continued on Page 6 

Israeli troops in Lebanon. Israel is stepping up attacks on forces opposed to rightist 
Gemayel government. 

Reagan demands eXtra aid to Salvador 
BY MALIK MIAH 

U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz 
announced on February 21 that the Reagan 
administration is considering sending the 
regime in El Salvador emergency military 
aid so its army can increase pressure on the 
rebel forces prior to the March 25 elections 
there . 

is because we're losing the war for the 
hearts and minds of people, which is very 
regrettable." 

The Reagan administration knows this, 
and clearly doesn't believe the elections
no matter what the outcome - will do 
much to stabilize the regime. Thus the pro
posal for extra arms shipments. 

The revolutionary forces of the 
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front 
(FMLN) and Revolutionary Democratic 
Front (FOR) do have the "hearts and 

minds" of much of Salvador's working 
class and peasantry. That's why they are 
making political and military advances. 
The oligarchy and its military henchmen, 
on the other hand, are politically more and 
more isolated. 

Furthermore, the Salvadoran economy is 
in total shambles. The current world eco
nomic crisis, which hits all semicolonial 
countries particularly hard; decades of im
perialist domination; and the civil war have 

Continued on Page 2 
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Nicaragua 
sets Nov. 4 
election 
date 
BY JANE HARRIS 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua-Nicaraguans 
will elect their president, vice-president, 
and 90-member national assembly this 
November 4, two days prior to U.S. elec
tions . 

Government Coordinator Daniel Ortega 
made the announcement to more than 
100,000 people gathered here.February 21 
in Managua's Plaza of the Revolution. 

Workers, soldiers, students returning 
from volunteer cotton and coffee picking, 
old-timers from Sandino' s army, delega
tions from more than 50 countries, and 
others had come to pay tribute to the coun
try's national hero, Gen . Augusto Cesar 
Sandi no. 

Sandino, whose poorly armed troops 
forced the U.S. Marines to leave Nicaragua 
in the early 1930s, was assassinated by the 
U.S.-backed dictatorship of Anastasio 
Somoza soon after. 

"Here there is a war by those who want 
to kill Sandino again," Ortega pointed out, 
referring to the U.S. government. "A war 

·by those who don't want to accept histori
cal changes, by those who invaded Gre
nada" and are responsible for the bombings 
of Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Vietnam, and the · 
blockade of Cuba. 

Since 1982, the U.S. administration has 
spent $73 million in order to wound, kid
nap, and kill Nicaraguans and destroy their 
,revolution. Some 1,500 Nicaraguans have 
been killed in the war. "Why not invest that 
$73 million on social programs for Blacks, 
Hispanics, Indians, and the poor?" 
suggested Ortega to Washington. 

Explaining why the Sandinistas reject 
"democracy" lessons from · the United 
States, he said, "We don't want the kind of 
democracy that in the 1960s denied the 
vote to several million U.S . citizens for 

Continued on Page 8 

·"We're concerned," Shultz told the Sen
ate Budget Committee, "that the Salvado
ran armed services will run out of key 
materiel in the next few months during 
which they are likely to face increased 
guerrilla efforts to disrupt the March 25 
presidential elections and the runoff." 

Shultz explained that "in the election 
period, they [Salvadoran military] have 
special responsibilities." The chief "re
sponsibility" Shultz was concerned about 
was increasing military action against the 
armed rebels, ostensibly to prevent the in
surgents from disrupting the voting. 

Pa. ntine deaths caused by contpany greed 

But insuring fair elections was not upper
most on Shultz's mind. His statements 
show that Washington is· using the elec
tions as a figleaf to cover its escalating in
tervention in El Salvador on the side of a 
brutal and unpopular regime . 

T.he administration just requested ~four
fold increase in military aid to El Salvador 
for 1984 alone- a total of $179 million. 
For fiscal year 1985, starting October 1 , 
the U.S. government is requesting $132 
million . 

Economic aid will climb from about 
$199 million to $333 million in 1984, and 
to $341 million for 1985. This aid is used 
for many military projects which are 
termed civilian - like building roads to 
transport troops - and give-aways to 
businessmen and ruling-class politicians. 

This massive escalation of military and 
economic support is necessary because the 
U.S . -backed government is tosing the civil 
war - as Shultz' s own testimony indi
cated . 

A supporter of the administration's El 
Salvador policies, Democratic Senator J. 
Bennett Johnston of Louisiana, told Shultz: 
"It seems to me the situation is deteriorat
ing and we are losing the war, and I would 
suggest that the best explanation I can 
come up with for why we're losing the war 

BY KIPP DAWSON 
PITTSBURGH - At about 4:30 a.m. 

on Thursday, February 16, a methane gas 
explosion took the lives of three miners at 
the Greenwich Collieries No. 1 near Com
modore, Pennsylvania. They were Walter 
S. Depto, 47; Gary L. Miller, 34; and 
Stephen M. Parzatka, 31. 

Ten of their coworkers who made it out 
through the 5,000 feet of tunnel to the sur
face came out hurt, four of. them with first 
and second degree bums on their hands and 
face. 

Depto, Miller, and Parzatka had been 
working on pumping water out of an area 
deep in the mine. At this writing the exact 
source of the ignition of the methane is not 
yet known. 

It is also not yet known exactly how they 
died . The explosion itself could have killed 
them, as could have asphyxiation .due to 
oxygen deficiency that results from large 
amounts of methane or the carbon 
monoxide build-up during fires, which 
often follow such explosions. 

They were not found for almost 24 
hours. The cap lamps they wore on their 
hard hats had burned out 14 hours before 
that. They were surrounded by so much 
methane that it took rescue workers until 
12:07 a.m. Saturday to bring their bodies 
out of the mine. 

Our dead brothers and their coworkers 
were members of District 2 of the United 
Mine Workers of America (UMW A) Local 
1609. Their local union officers rushed to 

the scene when they learned of the explo
sion, and Richard Trurnka, international 
president of the UMWA, investigated the 
mine the following day. 

"It was the third time in less than eight 
months that I have been to the site of an ex
plosion. This was not an act of God, but an 
act of man. And it would not have hap
pened if the laws had been strictly en-
forced," said Trurnka. . 

Many facts are yet to be unraveled, but 
some critical ones are known. 

The Greenwich mine is one of the few 
still working around here. · It is owned by 
the Pennsylvania Mines Corp. , a sub
sidiary of Pennsylvania Power and Light 
Co. · 

A Federal mine-safety official reported 
that this mine had twice the national acci
dent rate in 1983 and had a "considerable" 
methane problem in the past. A prelimi
nary federal report showed that for 1983 
the accident rate for every 200,000 work
ing hours at the Greenwich Collieries No. 1 
was 22 percent, more than twice the na
tio~al rate of 10 percent. 

The Greenwich mine is a "hot" one, 
meaning methane gas is "liberated" by the 
mining process in large quantities. Frank 
O'Gorman, a spokesman for the U.S. Mine 
Safety and Health Administration, 
(MSHA), estimates that 2:3 million cubic 
feet of the gas is released every 24 hours in 
that ·mine. 

Methane gas is colorless, odorless, and 
tasteless. But it can be detected and it must 

be if explosions are to be prevented. In 
concentrations of 5 percent to 15 percent of 
the atmosphere, methane is highly explo
sive. According to the Mining Enforce
ment and Safety Administration, methane 
has been the cause of more than 10,000 
deaths in U.S. mines in the past60 years . 

In Greenwich Collieries MSHA esti
mates there was· 5 percent to 15 percent 
methane present at the site of the explosion 
that killed the miners. This is 5 to 15 times 
the maximum limit defined by federal reg
ulations. Had the legally required ventila
tion measures been taken by the company 
they would still be alive. 

The coal bosses are using the pressure of 
the high .unemployment rate among coal 
miners to push for more production, which 
in a coal mine means proportionately Jess 
time spent on crucial safety measures, in
cluding preventing methane build-up. 

The coal bosses assume some of us will 
die every year. They work our deaths into 
their calculations. As the Pittsburgh Post 
Gazette put it on February 17, "Accidents 
claimed the lives of 70 miners across the 
nation last year, but the coal industry is 
calling 1983 its safest, because there were 
fewer thim I 00 casualties." 

They should have mentioned that 70 
miners died despite the depressed state of 
the industry, which had tens of thousands 
of miners laid off. 

What abOut the government safety offi
cials? Most miners see their "investiga

Continued on Page 4 



-SEL-LING OUR PRESS AT THE PLANT· GATE----'------
BY ALAN EPSTEIN the plant. 

TOLEDO - In the last year 
Jeep Corp. has called back 
thousands of laid-off workers and 
hired over I ,000 more to produce 
its new XJ model - winner of 
four awards and a super-profit 
.maker for this AMC-Renault sub
sidiary. "Almost every one that 
rolls off the line has already been 
sold,:' boasts Jeep management. · 

Jeep's success results from 
more than good sales: Jeep work
ers had a concession contract 
forced on them two years ago. 
Some workers thought that this 
would help to save jobs in Toledo. 
This illusion was dealt a heavy 
blow when Jeep circulated a letter 
announcing that they planned to 
close down some departments and 
to contract out work. This layoff 
scheme showed the real intentions 
of Jeep. Our union, United Auto 
Workers (UA W) Jeep Unit Local 
12, opposed the plan and the com
pany retreated. 

Elizabeth Lariscy for the 9th U.S. 
Congressional District and Mark 
Friedman for the State House of 
Representatives, District 45, was 
launched. Both are Jeep assembly
line workers. 

Toledo campaigners for Lariscy 
and Friedman are also organizing 
support for the 1984 socialist tick
et of Mel Mason for U.S . president 
and Andrea Gonzalez for vice
president. Jeep workers are famil
iar with the campaign· newspaper, 
the Militant, frorri regular weekly 
sales at the plant gate . Last fall, 
more than 25 subscriptions to the 
Militant were sold in the plant. 

Socialist auto workers met dur
_ing their lunch break to go down 
the assembly line to hand out leaf
lets about the campaign, to peti
tion, and to sell the Militant . We 
found that campaigning was a nat
ural complement to distributing 
the socialist press. Our campaign 
leaflet's headline, "Jobs, Not 
War," easily initiated political dis
cussions and led to signatures on 
our petitions and sales of the Mili
tant . 

demanding to know what they 
thought about what we were doing 
and if it was authorized. 

We assembled a collection of . 
legal decisions upholding . work
ers ' constitutional rights. One was 
from the National Labor Relations 
Board (NLRB) affirming the right 
to free speech and distribution and 
sales of union-related lite.rature 
during non-working time. We 
found that our local union had a re
cord of defending freedom of -
speech for its membership. The 
local had taken a similar case to 
the NLRB and won a ruling 
against Jeep Corp. Thus, although 
the union is supporting Democrat
ic Party candidates, the UAW Jeep 
Committee defended our right to 
petition inside the plant. 

The immediate task confronting 
the socialist campaign was getting 
on the ballot. Ohio's election law 
was recently changed, moving the 
petitioning period to the dead of 
winter. Over 4,000 . signatures 
need to be filed by February 23. 

Many signed because it was 
their coworkers running, but many 
more signed because they were for 
a different kind of government and 
against the war drive. Some of our 
coworkers also volunteered. to cir
culate the petitions . 

Militant 
Mark Friedman, SWP candi
date for Ohio House of Repre
sentatives. 

In this context, the 1984 
Socialist Workers · campaign of 

Both the short notice given us 
and the intense cold posed a chal
lenge. Socialist campaign support
ers at Jeep set a goal of gathering 
300 signatures from coworkers at 

We did not know what manage
ment's reaction to our petitioning 
would be . A foreman told Mark 
Friedman that he was "in some 
kind of trouble with manage
ment ." The same day the union 
secretary told Friedman that Jeep 
management had called the union 

During this campaign we held a 
Wednesday night forum, showing 
a Malcolm X film. It drew Jeep 
workers as well as others who had 
seen the leaflet. 

So far, in three weeks we have 
collected about 200 signatures in

·side the. plant and sold about 50 

Militants . This IS m addition to 
campaigning among other work
ing people in the city. We found 
that this has been an excellent way 
to introduce our campaign to our 
coworkers . 

Reagan demands increase in.arms to Salvador 
Continued from front page 
taken their toll. 

suffering of the workers and .peasants. 
Just a few examples. Various reports in

dicate that unemploymt<nt ranges from 25 
to 40 percenL This does not count the 
thousands of Salvadorans who have fled 
the country - to escape the poverty and 
the war, and in fear of the military and 
rightist death squads . 

The rightist dictatorship in El Salvador is 
. proving too fragile . Counterinsurgency 
warfare and terror is not enough . Dollars 
must be spent in an attempt to broaden the 
narrow base of this pro-U.S . government 
and make its economy more viable. 

The Salvadoran economy would col
lapse tomorrow without substantial U.S. 
ai<;l . But this money has not alleviated the 

About half of El Salvador's industrial 
capacity is not being used. Imperialist plun
der has made its economy a 'dassica) basket 
case. It is in a four year slump. The price of 
coffee, the country's chief generator of ex
port earnings, is down 60 percent. Sugar 
and cotton prices are similarly depressed. 

Massive U.S . economic aid isn't enough 
to close the spending deficit. The U.S. now 
spends about $1 million a day in economic 
aid- much of which is stolen by 'corrupt 
governmept and military officials. 

Political crisis deepens 

Given the repression and poverty that 
. plague most of the Salvadoran people, it's 

no wonder that the proimperialist parties 
have won little support among the workers 
and peasants. Their tiny base is among the 
weak native capitalist class, the large land-

. owners, and the military officer caste. 

The right-wing parties do have tactical 
disagreements on how best to defeat the re
bels and crush the unfolding revolution . 
But they all agree on the need to do so as 
the priority of whomever is elected ." 

That's why no matter who wins the 
March 25 presidential elections , it will not 
bring any fundamental changes in govern
ment policies. 

Roberto D' Aubuisson, one of rightist 
contenders for president of El Salvador. 

Who are the major right-wing parties 
and their presidential candidates? There are 
five. 
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Roberto D' Aubuisson is the presidential 
candidate and main leader of the 
Nationalist Republican Alliance 
(ARENA) . He is a former major in the 
armed forces intelligence apparatus. He 
founded ARENA with the backing of a sec
tion of El Salvador's most powerful land
owners. In the March 1982 constituent as
sembly elections, D' Aubuisson's party, in 
alliance with several other smaller rightist 
parties, won a majority of delegates . 

. D' Aubuisson is also a central organizer of 
the country's secret, paramilitary death 
squads. 

Jose Napoleon Duarte is the candidate of 
the Christian Democratic Party (PCD). 
Duarte was previously president of El Sal- . 
vador. He served in the ruling junta from 
March 1980 to April 1982. It was during 
this period that death squad terror reached 
new heights. 

The ARENA -and PCD are the two 
largest parties in the current constituent as

.sembly . 
Francisco Jose Guerrero is the candidate 

of the National Conciliation Party (PNC), 
the third largest party . U.S. press reports 
imply that Guerrero is Washington's pre
ference on the basis that D' Aubuisson is 
too tied to the death squads and Duarte is 
too "liberal" for the military. Rumor has it 
if Duarte wins the military will organize a 
coup. 

The two other major candidates are 
Francisco Quinonez of the Salvadoran 
People ' s Party and head of the regime's so
called Peace Commission; and Col. 
Roberto Escobar Garcia, a retired army of
ficer, of the Authentic Salvadoran Institu
tional Party . 

Understanding the connection between 

the upcoming presidential elections, the 
· growing crisis of the regime, and im

perialism's regional objectives, the revolu
tionary forces have proposed a step to end 
the civil war and bring peace and justice to 
El Salvador. 

In a comprehensive peace plan presented 
at a February news conference in Mexico 
City, leaders of the FMLN and FOR · 
explained that the elections offer "no solu
tion and will further tend to make more 
complicated the objective of a political sol
ution" to the civil war. 

The real political, economic, and mili
tary problems, they explain, can only be 
solved by taking steps now to form a "pro
visional government of broad participa
tion" that includes all social and political 
forces ready to do away with the U.S.
backed oligarchy and its military. 

The peace plan calls on Washington and 
the Salvadoran regime to start a "dialogue 
without prior conditions." (For more de
tails on the peace plan see last week's Mil
itant.) 

Washington says 'no' to negotiations 

The U.S. imperialists refuse to discuss 
or join negotiations, instead escalating 
their military involvement. This further ex
poses the fact that Washington is not striv
ing for peace in El Salvador. 

Even massive amounts of military and 
economic aid will not be adequate to defeat 
a revolution based on popular support. 
Washington must eventually deploy large 
nu!llbers of U.S. troops against the armed 
people of El Salvador. 

That's what Washington has in mind 
with its build-up of neighboring Honduras 
as a permanent military installation for 
thousands of U.S . soldiers. 
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Is Reagan responsible for the 
.current economic recovery? 

BY WILLIAM GOTTLIEB 
Pres. Ronald Reagan , with his eye on 

the November elections, is taking full cred
it for the upturn in the U.S. economy. His 
supporters contend that the upturn proves 
the Reagan policies of tax cuts for the rich 
and cuts in social spending for working 

· peoRle are just what _the economy needed. 
As White House spokesman Larry 

Speakes put it, "It's clear to us that the na
tion is set on a strong economic course for 
1984. We are poised for economic expan
sion of the kind that will put people perma
nently back to work ." 

What are the facts? 
Industrial production in the United 

States has increased about 15 percent over 
the last year. In January 1984, according to 
the Federal Reserve Board, 79.9 percent of 
total manufacturing capacity was actually 
utilized. This compares to less than 70 per
cent in November 1982, the bottom of the 
downturn . 

. Housing starts, which had fallen to an 
annual rate of less than one million a year, 
rose to a yearly rate of I . 9 million in Janu
ary. Disposable income rose I . I percent in 
January ·over the December level, not tak
ing inflation into account. 

Employment up 

The rise in production and income has 
meant an increase in the number of those 
working. About 4 million new jobs have 
been created since late 1982 . The number 
of tho~>e employed in manufacturing in
creased by more than 100,000 this January 
alone . 

The Labor Department reports that the · 
official rate of unemployment fell from 
10.7 percent at the end of 1982 to 7. 9 per
cent in January 1984. 

The rise in production and employment 
has so far not led to a major increase in the 
rate of inflation. At the peak of inflation in 
1980,.consumer prices increased at a dou
ble-digit pace. Last year the government 
consumer price index increased only 3.8 
percent. 

Interest rates were "declining, although 

they remained at historically high levels. In 
the last yeaP, however, interest rates have 
actually risen slightly . 

The pick-up in the economy has nothing 
to do with the fact that Reagan is in office , 
however. Nor can any workers hope to be 
"permanently employed" - despite White 
House promises . 

Capitalist business cycle 

The economic changes that have oc
curred over the last year are simply those of
the capitalist business cycle . Since the rise 
of modem industry more than a 150 years 
ago, the capitalist economy has shown a 
regular alternation of good and bad years . 
Every upswing has terminated in a new 
crisis or downturn. 

A downturn comes about when more 
commodities have been produced than can 
be sold at profitable prices. Unsold com
modities pile up in warehouses because 
they can find no ready buyers. The crisis is 
a crisis of overproduction - not in the 
sense that too much is produced relative to 
human needs, but too much relative to de
mand backed up by the ability to pay . 

How does business get out of these 
"crises of overproduction"? By producing 
less. Production is cut and workers are laid 
off. Factories, mines, and mills are shut 
down . 

The employers use the sudden increase 
in unemployment to blackmail workers 
into accepting lower wages and worse 
working conditions. 

After a while the stocks of unsold com
modities are considerably reduced. The 
bosses once again find it profitable to in
crease production. The downturn gives 
way to an upturn . 

During the upturn phase, production in
creases rapidly . There is still much idle ca
pacity, and raw materials are abundant and 
cheap. At first the bosses resist hiring addi
tional workers, instead speeding up and in
creasing the hours of work of the workers 
they did not discharge. But as business 
continues to improve, workers are gradu
ally rehired . 

Grenada revolution leader 
RadiX speaks in New York 
BY MITCHEL ROSENBERG 

NEW YORK - Kenrick Radix, a 
founding leader of the Grenadian New 
Jewel Movement (NJM) is in the United 
States building support for the recently 
formed "Maurice Bishop and Martyrs of 
October 19, 1983, Foundation ." 

As a member of the foundation's Board 
of Trustees, Radix has been on an interna
tional tour to encourftge supporters of the 
Grenada revolution to aid the foundation's 
efforts. 

Radix, speaking on February 21 at a 
Brooklyn meeting commemorating the 
19th anniversary of the assassination of 
Malcolm X, explained that "all is not lost 
- we have established a foundation to 
build a monument to the glory time of the 
Grenadian people." 

He stated that the foundation hopes to 
find the bodies of murdered Prime Minister 

Kenrick Radix 

Maurice Bishop and the other martyrs 
killed on October 19, 1983. Radix believes 
the U.S. occupation forces in Grenada 
have found the bodies. But, he says, they 
seek to keep their location a secret to avoid 
a mass turnout at Bishop's funeral because 
Washington is trying to paint him as a dic
tator. 

Among the other aims of the foundation, 
Radix mentioned solidarity with interna
tional struggles and support for Grenadian . 
children's education . 

Radix's Brooklyn meeting was spon
sored by the East Organization: He spoke 
to an audience of about 150 people, over
whelmingly Black, many of them Grena
dian. On behalf of the foundation, he also 
accepted a posthumous award for Bishop 
from the East Organization. 

Radix took the occasion to lash out at the 
U.S. occupation forces in Grenada and 
their Grenadian stooges . He attacked their 
attempts to dismantle many institutions 
won through the revolution and vowed that 
"the necessary measures" would be taken 
by Grenadians against backward steps. 

Radix also spoke highly of the Cuban aid 
to Grenada during its four and a half years 
of workers and farmers rule. He singled out 
the health and educational efforts among 
others. 

In explaining the events that led to the 
occupation of Grenada by U.S. imperialist 
forces, Radix scored the "counterrevolu
tionary deceit" of the group led by Bernard 
Coard in the NJM and the People's Revolu
tionary Army. The Coard group was re
sponsible for the overthrow of the People's 
Revolutionary Government and the murder 
of Bishop and other NJM leaders. 

Radix is speaking at Medgar Evers Col" 
lege gymnasium in Brooklyn on Sunday, 
February 26, at 4:00pm. 

Typical of the upturn . phase of the 
capitalist business cycle is rapid growth of 
profits. · Since the bosses have held down 
and frequently cut wages dunng the down
tum, and older, less efficient plants have 
been shut down, production costs have 
been reduced. As sales revive, the rate of 
profit increases sharply as can be seen by 
reading the financial pages of the newspa
pers these days. 

The upturn builds into a boom. The 
amount of unused industrial capacity fi
nally falls to a level that encourages new 
major investments . In order not to lose cus
tomers to competitors individual capitalists 
have to increase the productive capacity of 
their companies. They install new produc
tive machinery and step up the construction 
of new plants. The machine tool and indus
trial construction industries now begin to 
run at a high rate . More workers are hired 
and unemployment drops further . 

Another downturn 

The boom, however, always means the 
approach of the next downturn. Production 
begins to outrun the ability of markets to 
absorb the increasing output profitably. In
terest rates begin to climb and loans be
come difficult to obtain. 

Sometimes the government tries to post
pone the downturn by increasing the 
money supply rapidly. This, however, trig
gers severe inflation like we saw in 1980. 
In any event the downturn cannot be held 
off indefinitely. Soon unsold commodities 
start piling up in manufacturers' hands and 
the rate of profit declines. Production is 
again cut back, unemployment rises, and a 
new recession is on. 

The improvement in the economy that 
we have been witnessing is simply a nor
mal cyclical rebound after almost four 
years of stagnation and recession . No 
doubt a similar improvement would have 
occurred if the Carter-Mondale administra
tion had been reelected. 

If past experience is any guide, the cur
rent upturn will build into a boom over the 
.next couple of years, perhaps in Reagan's 
second term, if he is reelected. 

Unemployment will edge down. Then 
interest rates will again go up and probably 
will reach new highs since they will start 
out from such a high base. If the govern
ment tries to stave off the downturn by in
creasing the money supply, the rate of in
flation will soar again: No matter what pol
icy the capitalist government follows, un
employment will climb sharply. 

Inevitable result of capitalism 

This is the outlook whether the Demo
crats or the Republicans win the 1984 elec
tions . It is the inevitable result of the 
capitalist economic system. 

The inevitablity of a new economic 
downturn within the next few years is not 
the only flaw in the current "prosperity" as 
far as working people are concerned. The 
"recovery" is not as extensive as Reagan so 
cheerfully claims and it affects different 
layers Of the population unevenly. 

Unemployment is still officially at 8 per
cent. This does not take into account those 
who are forced to work part-time. Nor does 
the 8 percent figure include those who have 
become discouraged and stopped looking 
for work. Even taking the government fig
ures at face value, 8 percent unemployment 
means more than 9 million unemployed. 
Overall manufacturing employment is still 
more than 1.8 million below the record 
level of 21. 1 million reached in 1979. 

The weight of this continuing mass un
employment falls disproportionately on op
pressed nationalities, especially Blacks. In 

. January government unemployment statis~ 
tics showed that 6. 9 percent of white work
ers are unemployed. For Latino workers 
the rate was 11.2 percent. For Blacks, the 
figure was 16.7 percent- more than twice 
the rate for whites. 

At the bottom of the downturn, Black 
unemployment reached a peak of 20.6 per
cent officially. It has declined since then, 
but not in a straight line. In November 
1983, the Black jobless rate was 16.8 per
cent. In December it rose again to 17. 8 per
cent, declining by 1. 1 percent in January. 

Reagan: claiming credit for normal Ouc
tuations of capitalist business cycle. 

For Black teenagers, the official un
employment rate is 47 .9 percent: It has not 
dropped significantly since the upturn 
began. The National Urban League esti
mates that youth unemployment among 
Blacks is almost 70 percent when those 
w~o have given up looking or are working 
only part-time are taken into account. 

Steel layoffs 

Nor has the cycliCal upswing affected in
dustry evenly. Despite a rise . in steel pro
duction, U.S. Steel in December 'an
nounce<J plans to reduce its steel-making 
capacity by 20 percent. This will eliminate · 
permanently some 15,400 jobs. 

Jerry Jasinowski, chief economist for 
the National Association of Manufacturers, 
predicts more of the same. "The restructur
ing of America, which began in 1980, will . 
continue for at least the next two years," 
Jasinowski declared. "Restructuring," he 
explained, means "shutting down plants, 
reducing the amount of employment." 
He's not talking about what will happen in 
the next big recession, but what will occur 
now during the "Reagan recovery." 

Those who are lucky enough to have a 
job face growing speed-up as part of the 
employers' drive to squeeze more profits 
out ofworkers' labor. 

There is also plenty of forced overtime. 
In January the average factory workweek 
rose to 40.9 hours, the longest in 10 years. 

Workers have not regained what they 
lost since the last recession began in 1979. 
According to the AFL-CIO, real weekly 
earnings calculated in 1977 dollars 
dropped from $180.77 in December 1979 
to $174.40 in December 1983. 

The bosses ate pushing ahead with con
cession contracts. In addition to wage 
freezes or outright wage cuts, concession 
contracts include provisions for more 
forced overtime, lower pay for new hires, 
weakened or eliminated cost-of-living 
clauses, job combinations, and overall re
duction of union control of working condi
tions. 

While the bosses remain on the offen
sive, the upturn in the economy is creating 
some opportunities for workers to fight 
back. Workers see that profits are rising : 
rapidly. And while unemployment remains 
high, an increasing number of factories are 
hiring new workers. 

Company pleas of poverty carry less 
weight when profits are skyrocketing. The 
bosses, for their part, are more anxious to 
avoid lo11g strikes as a result of the upturn. 
They want to make profits while business 
is good before a downturn again closes in. 
This potentially strengthens the hands ·of 
the unions. 

Budget deficit 

One of the bosses' big concerns is the 
size of the federal budget deficit. The de
ficit is caused by the huge military build-up 
and the tax cuts for the rich. Wall Street is 
concerned that continued federal deficits in 
the hundreds of billions per year, combined 
with the continued massive indebtedness of · 
many underdeveloped countries, could 
create an explosive financial crisis when 
the next economic downturn occurs. 

Big business is now stepping up its pres
sure. on the Reagan administration and the 
Democrats and Republicans in Congress to 
take steps to slash the federal deficit - at 
the expense of working -people of course. 
Among measures talked about are major 
cuts in social security and Medicare and 
new taxes on "consumption"- all directed 
against workers. All this means that the 
drive against the standard of living of the 
U.S. working class is going to intensify, 
even as the economic upturn continues. 
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Miami cop on trial 
for killing Black 
BY JACKIE FLOYD 

' MIAMI -Fourteen months after Miami 
cop Luis Alvarez murdered a 20-year-old 
Black county worker, Nevell Johnson, city 
politics is in turmoil. 

. Nevell Johnson was one of at least 12 
Black men shot down . by Miami city and 
Dade County cops in the two years after 
they beat to 'death Black salesman Arthur 
McDuffie in 1980. The Liberty City rebel
lion that year was in protest ofthe acquittal 
of the cops who killed McDuffie. 

This police terror is backed up by the 
openly racist criminal "justice" system: 

• Not a single cop has gone to jail for 
any of the killings. 

• Only five of the killer-cop cases have 
even gone to trial - and in all those the 
cops were given a lesser charge - man
slaughter, not murder. 

• Only one cop has been found guilty, 
and he is still out on appeal and may never 
spend a day in jail. 

• Not one Black person has been al
lowed to sit on a jury in any of these cases. 

In the trial now going on, Alvarez is 
charged with manslaughter. In December 
1982, Alvarez left the area he was assigned 
to, went into a video arcade in the Over
town Black community, walked up behind 
Nevell Johnson. who was playing Pac Man, 
pointed a gun to his head, and pulled the 
trigger. 

· While he was demonstrating for Al
varez, Police Chief Harms denounced 
Blacks protesting Johnson's murder as 
"hoodlums." And he ordered the cops to 
make sweeps through the streets of Over
town. Police beat people, spread barrages 
of tear gas, and tried to intimidate the en
tire community. 

Demands were raised throughout · the 
Black community that Harms be fired. 

Finally, more than a year after Johnson 
was killed and only days after the Alvarez 
trial started, Harms was fired by his boss, 
Miami City Manager Howard Gary. 

About 100 cops and other right-wingers 
from the University of Miami and Cuban 
groups held a rally at City HaU to support 
Harms. The all-white crowd denounced 
Gary, who is Black, saying he was acting 
like a "communist dictator." A radio talk 
show called for peopJe·to wear yellow arm 
bands to support Harms. But the racist 
campaign is not catching on. 

In the Black community, Harms' firing 
is very popular. At the same time, there is 
outrage· against the exclusion of Blacks 
from the jury. 

Meanwhile, in the Metro Dade Justice 
Building, the trial of Luis Alvarez is fol
lowing the same script as previous trials of 
killer cops. The prosecution is putting on 
an incompetent, half-hearted case. They 
said and did nothing to get Blacks on the 

Three-day Overtown rebellion followed Nevell Johnson's 1982 death at hands of Miami 
cop. 

jury. 
The defense is putting the dead Nevell 

Johnson, his family, and the entire Black 
community on trial. 

Alvarez's lawyer argues that the· cop 
cannot get a fair trial in Miami. He claims 
jurors fear another rebellion or violence 
against themselves. In what was undoubted
ly a set-up, one juror, a Cuban who owns 
two Burger King restaurants in Liberty 
City, claimed he received threats that Al
varez better be convicted. 

The defense is putting Johnson's whole 
life on trial to niake him appear. as a crimi
nal. Johnson' s parents have been listed as 
witnesses, which means they are not even 
allowed to attend the trial until , and if, they 
are called to the stand. Eleventh and 12th 
grade students who witnessed the killing 

have been harassed by cops for more than a 
year. The defense lawyer hounds them on 
the witness stand, calling them liars and 
blaming them for starting the rebellion. 

One aspect of the Alvarez trial that dif
fers from some of the other cop trials is the 
involvement of the Black community 
group People United to Lead the Struggle 
for Equality. PULSE is mainly a coalition 
of Black c~urches. People active in PULSE 
picketed the courthouse demanding Blacks 
be put on the jury, and PULSE is attending 
the trial. 

In another new development, the execu
tive board of the Dade County chapter of 
.the National Organization for Women 
(NOW) voted to protest the all-white jury. 
PULSE members attended the NOW meet
ing where this was discussed. 

Once again, all the Blacks were rejected 
from the jury hearing the case. This is in a 
county where at least 20 percent of the re
gistered voters - which is the jury pool
are Black. 

Contribute money now to socialist campaign 
When Johnson was killed, there was a 

three-day rebellion in the Overtown com
munity. The grand jury subsequently de
cided to charge Alvarez. 

In the rebellion, the cops shot and killed 
another young Black man, 17-year-old 
Alonzo Singleton. The cop who shot Sing
leton in the back with an automatic weapon 
was never charged at all. 

When Alvarez was indicted a year ago, 
the police jumped .to his defense. Cops and 
police associations around the country con
tributed money. Miami Police Chief Ken-

. neth Harms participated in a cop rally 
where some carried signs reading "Alvarez 
for Mayor." The rally was outside the 
building of the Miami News and Herald. 
The two dailies were charged with not 
being pro-cop enough. 

Company greed leads 
to Pa. miners' deaths 
Continued from front page 
ti<ms" as a joke. As an article in the March 
1983 UMWA's Journal put it, " 'Look for 
no violations, see no violations, find no 
violations' seems to be the order MSHA in
epectors have been given by the Reagan ad
ministration . ... 

"The operators are violating the law, and 
MSHA is letting them get away with it." 

The UMWA has different standards. As 
Richard Trumka put it in Feb. 22, 1983, 
testimony before the Congressional Sub
committee on Health and Safety: "The 
United Mine Workers of America insists 
that every death in coal mining is a 
tragedy, every injury a calamity, and every 
occupationally induced disease a disgrace. 
Each death, injury, and disease is avoid
able. It could be avoided if the intent of 
Congress, repeatedly expressed in coal
mine legislation, were not being sub
verted." 

The coal operators, backed by a biparti
san Democratic-Republican alliance in the 
federal and state governments, have made 
known -their intentions to continue to sub
vert coal-mine safety. As the current 
UMW A contract with the Bituminous Coal 
Operators Association nears its September 
30 expiration date, the union's commit
ment to the safety of its members faces 
continued and growing tests . 

This is not an unimportant confronta- · 
· tion. This week, three more miners 

died. · 

Kipp Dawson is a member of UMW A Local 
1197 at Cokeburg, Pennsylvania. 
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BY DON DAVIS 
Shortly after Socialist Workers presiden

tial candidate Mel Mason returned from his 
Arizona tour, an envelope arrived at the na
tional campaign headquarters in New 
York. It contained a coupon_clipped from 
the Militant, a $20 bill , and a piece of a 
Tucson ·newspaper. 

Handwritten on the newspaper 'was the 
notation, "Republican & Democratic Par
ties ." This was followed by part of an ad
vertisement which said·, "The Public Be 
Damned." · 

The contributor obviously saw a differ
ence between the Democratic and Republi
can p;uties ~nd the Socialist Workers cam
paign of Mason for president and Andrea 
Gonzalez for vice-president and felt 
strongly enough about it to send $20. 

The Democrats and Republicans, far 
from acting in the interests of the "public" 
- a majority of whom are working people 
- instead are beholden to the tiny handful 
of ruling rich families. 

Mason and Gonzalez, on the other hand, 
put forward a program that represents the 
.interests of the working class. They favor a 
new kind of government and social system 
- a workers and farmers government that 
w·ould lead the process of building a 
socialist society where the human needs of 
the majority would be the top priority. 

Given the depth of the crisis facing 
working people, the socialist campaign is 
being taken more seriously, by more 
people. 

This campaign will be financed by work-
ing people. , 

But since workers, by definition, don't 
have as much money as the ruling class, it 
is always a challenge to come up with 
enough money to run a working-class cam
paign, especially when you are trying to 
raise a lot of money in a short period of 

time. 
But raising a·lot of money rapidly is pre

cisely what the Mason-Gonzalez campaign 
must do. 

That's why it set a goal of collecting 
$84,000 between December 30 and March 
15. 

·To working people that seems like a lot 
of money. 

And it is a lot: 
Combined with the efforts of well-or

ganized and enthusiastic campaign sup
porters around the country, $84,000 will 
enable the socialist campaign to do a lot. 

It will send the socialist candidates to 
dozens of states to talk to working people 
about socialism. 

It will pay for materials that explain the 
socialist position on how to win women's 
rights, fight racism, and solve the crisis 
facing working farmers. 

It will help pay the costs of collecting the 
hundreds of thousands of signatures 
needed to put the _Mason-Gonzalez ticket 
on the ballot in more than 25 states, and the 
political and legal fights frequently needed 
to win ballot status for socialists even after 
they meet the undemocratic requirements. 

It won't be easy to meet this goal. It 
means digging deep, like four members of 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers in Houston decided to do. 

They each agreed to contribute a week's 
pay to the socialist campaign. For these 
workers, that came to a total $1 ,500. 

Not everyone can match their contrib
utions in dollars, but everyone can match 
their spirit. 

Supporters in Louisville have recently 
organized to double the pledges they made 
at the campaign's December kick-off rally 
in St. Louis. 

"We knew people could and would give 
more," supporter Gale Shangold 

Mason and Gonzalez on national tour 
Mel Mason and Andrea Gonzalez, 

Socialist Workers candidates for U.S. 
president and vice-president, have started 
their national campaign tours. 

Mason's tour began with a fact-finding 
trip to the Arizona towns where copper 
miners have been on strike against Phelps 
Dodge for eight months. Mason extended 
his solidarity to the striking miners, talking 
with them on the picket lines, at meetings 
of the women's auxiliaries, and in indi
vidual discussions. 

Mason will be in Miami from February 
29 to March 2. Following that he will be in 

Atlanta from March 3-7 and in Montgom
ery, Alabama, March 8. Mason will then 
travel to Indianapolis, where he will cam
paign March 14-16. 

Gonzalez will travel to Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, for a February 23 and 24 
campaign stop and then on to Pittsburgh 
February 2fr28. She will appear in Balti
more and Washington, D.C., March 1-4. 
Gonzalez will campaign in the Rio Grande 
Valley March 7- 9. She will be in the San 
Antonio and Houston area March 10-14 
and will be in Chicago and Gary, Indiana, 
March 1fr19. 

explained. She said some supporters had 
been reserving money to contribute to the 
upcoming local Socialist Workers cam
paigns for Congress and Senate. "We 
explained to people that this was the only 
socialist fund we were organizing through 
March, so people should give everything 
they can now," Shangold said. 

As the chart below shbws, we are still 
short of having $84,000 pledged -to the 
socialist campaign fund , and a very long 
way from having $84,000 collected. 

A big effort is needed to close the gap. 
But we're confident that supporters are 
ready, willing, and able to make the effort. 

Amount 
•pledged 

$77,789 

Amount 
• collected 

$28,922 

D I am contrlbutl.ng f ___ _ 
to tb.e $84,000 Soc1al1st Workers 
pres1dent1al campa1p lund. 

D I would 11ke to be a camPaJp 
volunteer. 

~ame ______________________ _ 

Address __________________ ___ 

C1ty and State _ _ _ _ __ ___ 
Z1p Tel. _ ____ _ 

Mall to: Soc1al1st Workers . 
Pres1dent1al Campa1p, J4 
Charles La., ~ew York, NY J OOJ4 
(paid for by the Socialiot Worken Preaidential C ampaign 
Committee) · 7 



Indiana labor supports deportation fight 

Labor Beacon 
Hector Marroquin 

Members of 
Congress back 
Mar:roquin 

The following letter was sent to Alan 
Nelson, Commissioner of the Immigra~ 
tion and Naturalization Service (INS), 
by 26 members. of Congress. 

The signers included William Clay, 
Missouri; John Conyers, Michigan; 
George Crockett, Michigan; Ronald Del
lums, California; Ron deLugo, Virgin 
Islands; Julian Dixon, California; Mer
vyn Dymally, California; and Don Ed
wards, California. 

Also signing were: Walter Fauntroy, 
Washington, D.C.; ~obert Garda, New 
York; William Gray, Pennsylvania; 
Frank Guarini, New Jersey; Katie Hall, 
Indiana; Augustus Hawkings, Califor
nia; Charles Hayes, Illinois; Mickey Le
land, Texas; and Matthew Martinez, 
California. 

Also: Parren Mitchell, Maryland; Sol
omon Ortiz, Texas; Major Owens, New 
York; William Richardson, New 
Mexico; Edward Roybal, California; 
Patricia Schroeder, Colorado; Esteban 
Torres, California; Edolphus Towns, 
New York; and Morris Udall, Arizona. 

Recently it was called to our attention 
that Hector Marroquin-Manriquez filed a 
visa application on June 30, I983, for per
manent residence in the United States. This 
application was filed as a result of his mar
riage to Priscilla Schenk, an American citi
zen. 

We understand that the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service gave preliminary 
approval to Mr. Marroquin's application . 
The INS has since refused to indicate 
whether he will be granted permanent resi
dence status. 

Mr. Marroquin, seeking political 
asylum, also has filed a petition for a writ 
of certiorari before the U.S. Sl)preme 
Court. When the Court resumes, it is ex
pected a decision will be forthcoming on 
his petition. If the Court's decision is un
favorable, Mr. Marroquin will have two 
days to voluntarily depart from the coun
try. In light of this possibility, we urge you 
to allow Mr. Marroquin to remain in the 
United States until his permanent residence 
visa interview is held. 

We would appreciate your efforts in ex
pediting this case and providing Mr. Mar
roquin with a favorable decision. Thank 
you for your kind consideration. We look 
forward to hearing from you on this impor
tant matter. 

Hector Marroquin 
tour schedule 

The following is the February and March 
itinerary of Hector Marroquin's national 
speaking tour: 

Greensboro, N.C. Feb. 25-28 
Newport News, Va. Feb. 29-March 3 
Los Angeles 6-9 
San Diego 10-12 
Seaside and San Jose, Calif. 13-I8 
Northern California March 28-April 3 

BY JOHN LEMON 
INDIANAPOLIS- "The labor move

ment of this country needs to protect the 
rights of all workers - both citizen and 
non-citizen. Hector's case is clearly a fight 
for the right of working people to express 
their political views without fear of repres
sion." 

These greetings from John Fry, business 
representative of the Hotel Employees and 
Restaurant Employees Local 70 were sent 
to a February II rally here in support of the 
case of Hector Marroquin. · 

The need for the labor movement to 
unite to stop deportations of undocumented 
workers and opposition to Washington's 
wars in Lebanon and Central America were 
central themes of Marroquin's February 
II-I4 tour through central Indiana. 

Marroquin is a Mexican-born socialist 
who has been fighting the U.S. govern
ment's six-year-long attempt to deport 
him. 

His case is currently before the U.S . Su
preme Court, which is expected to rule on 
his appeal for political asylum very soon. 
Meanwhile, the Immigration and Naturali
zation Service (INS) is deliberately delay
ing action on Marroquin's application for 
permanent residence based on his marriage 
to a U.S . citizen. 

Marroquin is currently touring the coun
try, seeking to expand the already broad 
support for his case from unions; Black, 
Latino, and women's rights organizations; 
and all supporters of democratic rights. 

American Federation of Teachers Local 
3I53 joined a Central America solidarity 
committee at Ball State University in Mun
cie, Indiana, to cosponsor a meeting for 
Marroquin there. The local also donated 

money to the defense effort. 
Members of International Union of Elec

trical Workers Local 847 heard Marro
quin's appeal for trade union support at 
their February I4 meeting here. The union 
president expressed an interest in Marro
quin's case and in actively seeking support 
for it in the local. 

Workers at the Indianapolis Chevrolet 
Truck and Bus plant and the Chrysler foun
dry heard about Marroquin's case from _ 
leafleting teams outside their plants or
ganized by his supporters. 

The Political Rights Defense Fund 
(PRDF), which is organizing support for 
Marroquin's case, and the Committee for 
Peace in El Salvador (COMPES) cospon
sored the February II defense rally . 

"As goes the other workers of the world, 
so goes the American worker. What is hap
pening to Brother Marroquin only fore
shadows what they want for all workers," 
Bill Scanlon told the rally . Scanlon, a trus
tee of Oil, Chemical ;;tnd Atomic Workers 
Local 7~ 706, is a longtime activist in the 
labor and civil rights movements. "If work
ers do not support workers, then no one 
will," Scanlon told the rally . 

"I relate to workers all over the world," 
he continued. "I have much in common 
with the Black miner in South Africa, the 
IRA [Irish Republican Army] worker in 
Northern Ireland, and the worker in the 
hills of Lebanon trying to get representa
tion in the government of his country. I 
have much in common with Hector Marro
quin who had to flee his country because of 
his political beliefs." 

Reja-e'Busailah, a Palestinian poet ex
pelled from his homeland by the Israelis, 
scored the hypocrisy of the U.S. govern-

ment. "No government talks as much about 
rights and freedoms as the United States. 
No government has negated rights and 
freedoms as much as the United States. 
People have been killed by the hundreds in 
Lebanon in the name of freedom and 
human rights," he said. · 

Also addressing the rally was Fr. J. Paul 
O'Brien, a leader of the efforts of North 
Ameritan churches to provide sanctuary 
for Central American refugees. "What hap
pens to Hector affects how the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service treats- 400-
500,000 refugees from El Salvador and 
Guatemala. That is why COMPES sup
ports Hector's case." 

A. Garnett Day, Jr., a director of the 
Christian Church, Disciples of Christ, also 
sent greetings. The Disciples had recently 
voted to join the sanctuary movement and 
organized a lunch meeting for Marroquin. 

Marroquin's case was covered exten
sively in the media. Significant interviews 
were printed in the Indianapolis Star and 
Indianapolis News, the major dailies. He 
also appeared on television and radio. JoiQ
ing Marroquin at a news conference was 
Indiana Civil Liberties Union executive di
rector Michael Gradison. 

PRDF is asking that supporters of Mar
roquin's right to remain in the United 
States urge the INS to grant his application 
for permanent residence, as 26 members qf 
Congress recently did (see letter on this 
page). Messages should be sent to Alan 
Nelson, Commissioner, INS, Washington, 
D.C. 20536. Please send copies to PRDF, 
P.O. Box 649, New York, N.Y. I0003. 
Phone calls to the INS should be directed to 
(202) 633-I900. 

Black Ga. woman fights racist violence 
BY SARA JEAN JOHNSTON 

ATLANTA - "People are asking, who 
is this Mary· who messed up that loving 
white community in south Cobb County?" 
began Mary Cater as she stood before a 
February II rally of over 250 civil-rights 
supporters in Marietta, Georgia. She then 
proceeded to tell her story. 

"On October 12, just weeks after my 
family moved into a white neighborhood in 
Mableton, shotgun blasts were fired into 
my home . There were 24 slugs in my front 
door, my car rear window was shot out, my 
mailbox run down, and car tires slashed. 
One of those slugs missed the head of my 
son by inches. 

"Around the Christmas holidays, five 
trucks and cars pulled into my driveway 
and sat there . These same vehicles have be
come familiar to me because I often see 
them following me. Recently a young 
white male tried to run me off the road . 

"In all of these incidents, the police and 
county commissioners say it's 'an isolated 
thing.' I want to know why they can't even 
find a suspect. They say it's a 'one time 
thing,' but it keeps happening," said Cater. 

Fight to get Blacks hired 

"I'm not going to say I stand here before 
you unafraid," said Cater. "But I am stand
ing. 

"The truth is, all this didn't start when 
my family moved into Mableton," con
tinued Cater. 'Tve lived in Cobb County 
all my life. Out of 70 members of my fam
ily living in south Cobb, only three could 
get jobs here. It was when myself and 
others in the NAACP initiated the Fair 
Share program, demanding that employers 
in the county hire Blacks , that a can of 
gasoline was poured on a tree in my lawn 
and ignited. 

"I grew up in south Cobb, so I was used 
to elected officials with their boots on 
Black throats keeping us down. I was used 
to the fact that there was no meeting hall in 
the county for Blacks . I was used to being 
called 'nigger' because the civil rights 
movement hadn't gotten out this way yet. I 
was used to 46 out of 47 elected county of
ficials being white. And I was used to the 
controlled news that never reported the 
many incidents of racist violence against 
Blacks in the county," said Cater. 

"It was when we in the NAACP started 
going after the l , 700 businesses in the 

county that hire only 200 Blacks, that they 
decided to 'get Mary. ' 

"The politicians and the preachers tell 
me not to use the words 'Black and white.' 
Well, that's what they're making it. There 
are a lot of good whites in Mableton. A 

· white school bus driver makes sure that my 
son is safely in the house before he drives 
off. That's not who I'm talking about," 
said Cater. "The problem lies in the sys
tem, in the elected officials and their 
police, not the people . 

"State Rep. Joe Mack Wilson said, 'I 
don't think we have serious racial problems 
because there are not many Blacks in Cobb 
County .' So he's saying that Blacks are the 
problem," said Cater. "They are saying 
that Operation PUSH, and SCLC [South
em Christian Leadership Conference], ahd 
the unions coming into Cobb County are 
'outside agitators.' They say that my fam
ily is 'block-busting' for the NAACP. 

"Well, Dr. Martin Luther King said that 
if you are part of the civil-rights move
ment, you are not an outsider- that your 
struggle is wherever there is discrimina
tion. So as a resident of Cobb County, I'm 
inviting you," said Cater. 

. "The power is in the people. There are 
17,000 Blacks in south Cobb County. 
What if we pulled our purchasing power 
from local businesses?" asked Cater. "If 

-Slacks and white working people could see 
for themselves the misuse of public funds 
-the lack of hot and clean running water, 
the lack of public transportation - they 
would join us," said Cater. 

"Don't hand me statistics and tell me 
what it's like to be Black. I already know 
that. I'm a proud Black woman. I appeal to 
the working people in south Cobb County, 
Mableton, and Austell _~ let's take on this 
system and these elected officials!" con
cluded Cater to loud applause. 

Justice for the Cater family 

Oscar Freeman, Jr., president of the 
Cobb County NAACP, passed around peti
tions demanding justice for the Cater fam
ily for distribution throughout the commu
nity . 

Freeman explained that "the night of the 
shooting at the Cater home, I was out of 
town on activ~ duty . This _troubles me 
deeply. Here I am willing to give my life 
for this country, and back at home in my 
own c0unty, a Black family is being shot 
at . And not a pastor in the Mableton area, 

and not a single politician has raised a 
finger to stop this!" said Freeman. "Mary 
has made a call to action, now we need to 
do it." · 

Other speakers included Evely.n Lowery 
of the SCLC; Rev. Bill Thurston of Opera- . 
tion PUSH; and representatives of Metro 
Fair Housing, and Georgia Counter-Klan 
Project. 

"We say this is no isolated incident," 
said ThUrston. "The only Black owner of a 
Kentucky Fiied Chicken in Mableton has 
received bomb threats ." 

Broader context 

"Let's put this in a broader context," 
continued Thurston. "State officials stand 
opposed to a mass transit system that 
would connect Mableton with Atlanta and 
the 20th Century. The burden of finding a 
job and getting to that job is put on the 
backs of white, Black, and Hispanic work
ers. 

"We've got to struggle against the local 
gov_emment, private enterprise, and those 
weak-kneed preachers in Mableton," con
cluded Thurston. "We've got to rise like 
the Cater family and stand up f~r justice." 

Following the rally, Mary Cater spoke · 
before the first women's conference in At
lanta to be organized by the American Fed-' 
eration of State, County, and Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME). She received a 
good response when she called on 
AFSCME, the Amalgamated Clothing and 
Textile Workers Union (ACTWU), as well 
as other unions to "join Mary Cater in this 
fight," adding "I'll~ there when we fight 
to get more unions in the county." 

These public workers were especially re
ceptive because they are fighting for a new 
contract and demanding a wage increase 
from the city. Democratic Mayor Andrew 
Young is saying no to the wage increase 
while saying nothing about the .racist vio
lence in nearby Mableton . 

The Socialist Workers candidate for 
congress in the 5th Congressional District, 
Maurice Williams, and Susan Winsten, the 
socialist candidate for U.S. Senate, said 
they would use their campaign to get out 
the truth about Cater's .struggle and to help 
build a movement to stop racist terror in 
Cobb County . 

Winsten, a member of ACTWU Local 
365, works in the Arrow Shirt warehouse 
near the Cater family horpe. 

March 2, 1984 The Militant 5 



- . 

Lebanon: no let-upin U.S.-Israeli war 
Continued from front page 
Reagan reaffirmed that the role of the U.S. 
Marines in Lebanon is not over, · despite the 
fact that he has ordered the majority of 
them moved to ships offshore. They are 
being redeployed "to a more defensible 

·· 'position," the president said, stressing that 
the 25-ship U.S. naval force will not leave 
the area, U.S. planes will continue to carry 
out spy flights over Lebanon, and that 
Washington is considering sending special 
training teams to aid Gemayel's army. 

Reagan didn't utter a word of criticism 
against Israel for its latest bombing raids . 
Instead, he praised the- 1982 Israeli inva
sion of Lebanon, which he said was needed 
to combat Palestinian "terrorists." He also 
supported the May 17, 1983, agreement 
between Israel and · Gemayel, which 
guarantees continued Israeli occupation of 
southern Lebanon. 

'Mission not over' 

The Israeli offensive began after embat
tled President Gemayel offered to cancel 
the May 17 agreement if opposition forces 
would allow him to stay in power. The 
agreement, negotiated by U.S. Secretary 
of State George Shultz; permits Israel to 
keep "security" forces in southern Lebanon 
indefinitely and extends economic 
privileges to Israel there. It also provides 
for a form of diplomatic recognition of the 
Zionist state. 

· The Syrian government - which was 
excluded from negotiations on the Israel
Lebanon pact- rejected Gemayel's latest 
proposed settlement and maintained its de
mand that Israel get out of Lebanon first. 
Lebanese opposition forces, who rely on 
Syria . for military support, also turned 
down the Gemayel proposal and continued 
fighting Lebanese army troops. 

Much is at stake for Israel - and Wash
ington - as the opposition forces continue 
to push back the Lebanese army. The 
Gemayel regime was established in 1982 as 
a result of Israel's invasion of Lebanon, 
backed by Washington. The invasion suc
ceeded in forcing the troops of the Pales
tine Liberation Organization (PLO) to 
leave Beirut. Ba~~hir Gemayel, head of the 
right-wing Christian Phalangists, was 

' picked to set up a new government that 
would keep . the PLO out and suppress the 
majority of the Lebanese population, 
which is Muslim. But he was killed shortly 
thereafter in a car-bomb attack, so his 
brother Amin took over. 

A multinational force of imperialist 
troops from the United States, France, 
Britain, and Italy was sent in to help Israel 
preserve the new regime. 

Although Muslim politicians joined 
Gemayel's government, they were finally 
forced to resign in early February after the 
Lebanese army launched an unprovoked 
attack on Shi'ite Muslim neighborhoods 
south of Beirut. Muslim and Druse militias 
drove the army out of West Beirut and then 
out of surrounding hills, leaving them in 
control only of East Beirut, a Christian 
area, and a few other spots. 

As the central government and army dis
integrated, Israel signaled that it would 
stand firm in southern Lebanon no matter 
what happened. It backed up its words with 
bombs after Gemayel raised the possibility 
of canceling the May 17 agreement. 

'Israeli security' 

Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Arens 
declared that Israel would keep troops in 
Lebanon "as long as there is no central 
government capable of preserving south 
Lebanon ahd the security of northern Is
rael." 

Yitzhak Shamir, prime minister of Is
rael, said "we shall now protect our inter
ests and insure the security of our northern 
border in the manner which we deem nec
essary. I want to address a warning that Is
rael will not tolerate any attempt at re-es
tablishing in Lebanon a terrorist base of op
erations against Israel or against Israelis in 
southern Lebanon." 

"Israeli security" was the original justifi
cation for the 1982 invasion of Lebanon. 
The excuse was as false then as it is now. 

The "Palestinian terrorists" are simply 
the original residents of Palestine who were 
thrown out of their country by the Zionist 
forces who occupied it and turned it into 
the state of Israel in 1948. The Palestin
ians' cfime is that they continue to fight for 
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their right to return to their homeland . It,is 
not they who threaten peace in the Mideast, 
but the Israeli government and its backers 
in Washington, who have used aggression 
for decades to keep the Palestinians and the 
rest of the Arab peoples from regaining 
their rights. 

The Israelis bombed several villages in 
Lebanon on February 19, claiming that 
Palestinian "terrorist command posts" were 
located there. But when reporters went to 
one of the towns, Damur, they discovered 
that the target of the Israeli bombing was a 
woodworking factory where Pakistani and 
Bangladeshi immigrant laborers worked. 
Not only were there no Palestinians in the 
factory, but none even lived in the area. 

The real threat to security in southern 
Lebanon comes from the 15,000 Israeli 
troops there. When Israeli soldiers first in
vaded the ru:ea, many Muslims, who are 
the majority of the population in the re
gion, welcomed them. That welcome has 
now turned to hatred . · 

The Israeli troops have subjected resi
dents to continuous abuse. Homes· are 
raided in the middle of the .night on the pre
text of looking for "terrorists." Parents are 
dragged in for questioning about their chil
dren's political activities. Mosques are de
secrated. 

Israeli troops close down all bridges at 5 
p.m. each day and at times have demanded 
that residents carry passes to get from one 
place to another in their own country. 
Fishermen have been prevented from car
rying out their work . Hundreds of acres of 
orange trees have been leveled to keep "ter-
rorists" out. · 

Change of view 

The New York Times interviewed a resi
dent of Sidon, the largest city in southern 
Lebanon occupied by the Israelis. Sheik 
Hussayh Mallah, a Sunni Muslim leader, 
said he had at first been glad when Israeli 
troops arrived and defeated the PLO. When 
the Israelis invaded in 1982, Mallah said, 
"they carried a gun in one hand and candy 
in.. . .the .oUu!r. But after they.,were finished 
with thd'Palestinians, they started t<fdo the 
same to the Lebanese." 

As a result, military resistance by Mus
lims to the Israeli occupation of southern 
_Lebanen has mounted. Last November, 60 
Israeli soldiers were killed in the city of 

Aftermath of 1982 Israeli raid in sout~ern ...;b~non. Israeli ar~y is a~ain b~~bing ci-
vilian targets. . · 

Tyre when their headquarters was bombed. 
There were some 70 attacks on Israeli sol
diers in January, and the resistance con
tinues. 

There are also tens of thousands of Pal
estinian refugees in the area. Many remain 
in detention centers set up by the Israelis, 
but some have been released to return to 
refugee camps in the area. Muslim leaders 
say they have refused to allow Palestinians 
to rearm. ' 

Worried about the'< possible impact of 
events in northern Lebanon, Israel is now 
trying to mobilize local forces that can help 
police the Muslim population in southern 
Lebanon. It has begun to organize the fas
cist-like forces of the Guardians of the 

Cedars, along with right-wing militiamen 
of the late Saad Haddad, toward this end. 

The Israeli military operations are aimed 
in large part at threatening the Syrian gov
ernment, which is now in a stronger posi
tion to negotiate a settlement of the conflict 
in" Lebanon. Syria wants to see a more 
friendly Lebanese regime as well as re
move the Israeli troops in southern Leba- . 
non , which pose a constant danger of at
tack. However, to get this, Syria is willing 
to compromise at the expense of the Pales
tinan and Lebanese masses. This was 

· openly demonstrated to Washington last 
fall, when the Syrian troops - acting 
under the cover of dissident PLO factions 

Continued on Page 12 

Massacre of Lebanese, Palestinians discovered 
BY HARRY RING · 

The people of Lebanon have been fight
ing stubbornly against the government of 
their country and its army, continuing their 
resistance despite shelling from U.S. 
battleships. 

Why does the popular opposition run so 
deep? One recent revelation helps explain 
this. 

Five months ago, at least 117 men, 
women, and children were massacred in the 
Lebanese village of Kafr Matta, 10 miles 
from Beirut. . 

The atrocity was committed by members 
of the U.S.-trained Lebanese army and the 
profascist Christian Phalange, which was 
organized and financed by the Israeli gov
ernmen.t. 

From Pathfinder 

Israel's War Against 
the Palestinian . People 

By David Frankel and Will Reiss
ner. The articles in this pamphlet 
explain the nature of Israel as a col
onial-settler state, the character and 
history of the Palestinian struggle 
for self-determination, and the Mar
xist attitude toward the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. 46 pages, 
$1.25. -

Order from Pathfinder Press, 410 
West St., New York, N.Y. 10014. 
Please include 75 cents for postage 
and handling. 

Last September, when fighting erupted 
in the area, the Lebanese government's 
army units withdrew and the Christian 
Phalange moved in: · Local Druse militia 
members were driven out. 

There were reports at the time that dur
ing the transfer of control of the village 
from the army to the Phalange, a massacre 
of civilians had occurred. Both the 
Lebanese Army command and the Phalan
gists categorically denied this. 

Later, international relief agency work
ers who went into the area said they saw at 
least 50 bodies in the streets or hanging 
from balconies. 

Now, on February 14, Druse liberation 
fighters recaptured Kafr Matta. 

They found 117 corpses. 

According to reporters on the scene, al
most all the bodies seemed to be those of 
civilians, including men of various ages, 

. women, and babies. 
Some were in the houses where they 

were killed five months ago. Some were 
lying in a field and others were still in the 
streets, frozen in death . 

Members of the returning local Druse 
militia went through the corpses trying to 
identify relatives, sometimes succeeding in 
recognizing a mother, an aunt. 

An isolated, atypical act? 
Not by a long shot. 
Back in the summer of 1976, the Phalan

gist~ decided to wipe out Tel Zaatar, a ref
ugee camp of some 30,000 in East Beirut. 
It was composed of Palestinians driven 
from their homeland by the Israeli govern
ment and impoverished Lebanese . 

For 52 days the Phalangists shelled the 
camp and on Aug. 12, 1976, overran it. 

Two doctors who escaped estimated 
there were 2,000 dead and 3,000 wounded. 

In the intervening years between the 
1976 massacre and the June 1982 Israeli in
vasion of Lebanon, the Phalange, which 
took its name from Franco's fascist forces, 
received an estimated $100 million in Is
raeli aid. And, of course, U.S. dollars were 
pouring into Israel in far greater amounts. 

In September 1982, the Phalange in
vaded the Palestinian refugee camps of · 
Shatila and Sabra in West Beirut. 

Hundreds of people were butchered. 
Later, it was established that the Israeli 
army let the Phalangists into the two camps 
and provided the killers cover while they 
did their bloody work . · 

This latest massacre helps ·underline why 
the Lebanese masses are so determined to 
be rid of U.S.-imposed rulers and Israeli-
trained butchers. ' 



U.S. threatens Tehran as war 
. . 

heats up between Iran, Iraq 
BY CINDY JAQUITH 

Fearing another setback on top of that 
taking place in Lebanon, the Reagan ad
ministration has stepped up military threats 
against Iran. The threats came as Iranian 
troops mounted a major offensive aimed at 
expelling Iraqi forces occupying the west
em part of their country. 

On February 21 , White House spokes
man Larry Speakes refused to deny reports 
that a U.S . naval force was heading toward 
the Persian Gulf. The reports came from 
the British Broadcasting Corp. , which also 
said that British warships were carrying out 
maneuvers in the area. 

according to Radio Tehran. It was perhaps 
the greatest single death toll in the war so 
far. The casualties from fighting on the 
ground are not known. 

Iraq has threatened to use Exocet mis
siles . provided by France to knock out 
Iran's oil export facility on Kharg Island in 
the Persian Gulf. The Iranian government 
has said it would respond to such an attack 
by closing the Strait of Hormoz, the only 
entrance to the gulf. -.... 

The current battles take place in the con
text of Iraq's worsening position in the 
war. Although Iran has suffered much 
higher losses, its troops are motivated by a 
desire to defend the revolution. 

To maintain his invasion, Hussein has 
. had to drain the Iraqi economy severely, 
and is now dependent on subsidies from 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and other gulf na
tions to keep going. 

Hussein has also sought to improve his 
relatio'ns with imperialist countries in order 
to get help for his flagging war against 
Iran. France has obliged by arming Iraq. 

The U.S. government has been reluctant 
to openly give military aid to the Iraqi re
gime, but has steadily stepped up relations 
and provided covert assistance. 

According to Kayhan International, 
published in Tehran, Washington sent 12 

IRAQ 
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• 

0 Moles 

military technicians to Iraq last August to 
train pilots. In late December 1983, the 
U.S. State Department announced it was 
ready to restore full diplomatic ties with 
Hussein, following a trip to Iraq by 
Reagan's Mideast envoy Donald 
Rumsfeld. And on February 2, U.S. Assis
tant Secretary of State Richard Murphy met 
with Hussein in Baghdad, discussing both 
the Iraqi war and the situation in Lebanon, 
according to the Iraqi News Ag~ncy. Reagan's commitment in the gulf, said 

Speakes , includes "doing what's neces
sary" to keep the waterway open and pro
tect Arab states from Iran . 

Iran is not the source of aggression in the 
Persian Gulf, however, but the victim. In 
1980, Iraqi Pres. Saddam Hussein invaded 
Iran in an attempt to overthrow the govern
ment brought to power by the 1979 revolu
tion against the shah . Hussein feared the 
example of the Iranian revolution spread
ing to his own and other Arab countries . 
Washington shared this fear. 

U.S. 1954 plan to nuke Vietnam bared 

But after 40 months of the war, includ
ing massive bombing of western Iranian 
cities, the Iraqi forces have been unable to 
overturn the revolution and have been 
pushed back, although they continue to oc
cupy some Iranian border territory . 

A decisive defeat for Iraq, coming on 
top of the setbacks for imperialism in Leba
non, has Washington greatly worried. 

The Iranian government began its latest 
offensive as part of celebrations of the fifth 
anniversary of the revolution. It has 
mobilized a huge number of soldiers -
some estimates range as high as 500,000 
- near the border with Iraq. In the first 
three days of fighting, Iran said it had re
claimed some 60 miles of occupied terri
tory . 

The Iranian government announced Feb
ruary118 it'wotild continue its offensive on 
the ground, but would end shelling oflraqi 
cities - providing Iranian cities were not 
bombed anymore . The Iraqi government 
had earlier announced a one-week cessa
tion of bombing . 

Both governments also agreed to a 
United Nations mission to assess the de
gree of civilian damage in the war. The 
Iraqi regime agreed reluctantly, since the 
last UN inspection found much greater 
damage to Iranian civilians than Iraqis. The 
Iraqi regime complained that Iran made 
"cheap propaganda" out of this fact. 

On February 14 Iraq bombed six cities in 
Iran, killing 98 people and wounding 435, 

BY GEORGE JOHNSON 
The U.S. ruling class discussed launch

ing a nuclear attack against Vietnam in 
1954 as part of a larger plan for U.S. mili
tary intervention there. This fact has been 
known for a while. 

But new details · about this part of Viet
nam history were reported in the February 
14 New York Times in an article by Drew 
Middleton. 

The article was based on the just-pub
lished first volume of an official U.S. 
Army history of the Vietnam War, Advice 
and Support: The Early Years . The book 
reveals a sharp debate within U.S. ruling 
circles about whether to intervene in Viet
nam in 1954 to save the French imperialists 
from their looming military, defeat at Dien
bienphu and the subsequent loss of their 
colonies in Southeast Asia. 

U.S. considered dropping nuclear bombs on Vietnamese to try to prevent French de
feat at battle of Dienbienphu in 1954. Above, victorious soldiers atop French com
mand bunker. 

Cop frame-up of Black family ends in Alabama 
BY HEIDI FISCHER 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. !,___Trumped-up 
charges of attempted murder, kidnapping, 
and robbery against five Black men were 
dropped when a plea-bargain agreement 
was reached between defense lawyers and 
the district attorney here February 3. · 

The five, members of the Taylor family, 
- are auto workers and steelworkers from 

Michigan and Ohio. · 
In the agreement, described by the pro

secutor as "distasteful," four of the Taylors 
pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge of 
third-degree assault against two white 
police officers. 

Their sentences were suspended, so they 
will spend no time in jail, and their six
month probation can be served in their 
home states. The Taylors agreed to pay 
$11,000 restitution to the two cops. 

All charges against the fifth defendant, 
Christopher Taylor, were dropped. 

The case began a year ago with a violent 
confrontation between the two white cops 
and Taylor family members who had 
gathered at a Montgomery home after the 
funeral of a relative. 

The Taylors explained that they de
fended themselves when two white cops 
broke into the house late at night with guns 
drawn. The two had been chasing and 
shooting at young Christopher Taylor. The 
Taylors said the two whites, who were in 

plain clothes, never identified themselves 
as police. In the melee that ensued, one of 
the cops was shot. 

After the Taylors subdued the intruders 
and called the police for help, 11 family 
members were arrested and brutalized. 

Despite large protests in the Black com
munity here, five family members were 
subsequently indicted by a grand jury on 
charges of attempted murder, kidnapping, 
a.nd robbery . 

In th~ first trial, held last November, a 
jury refused to convict Worrie Taylor and a 
mistrial was declared. Hundreds of Blacks 
had packed the courtroom on one side. On 
the other side were off-duty police led by 
Mayor Emory Folmar. The 13-day trial re
vealed big contradictions in the police story 
and the mysterious absence of key' evi
dence. 

Nevertheless, a retrial was scheduled for 
February 6. It was clear the city and· state 
were ready to put tremendous resources 
into dragging these victims of police brutal
ity through the courts again and again. 

Faced with this situation, the Taylors 
agreed - despite their innocence of any 
wrong-doing - to accept the reduced 
charges. . 

The agreement is a setback for the 
police, who had intended to railroad the 
Taylors to long jail terms as an example to 

any other Blacks who might try to defend 
themselves against racist violence. 

Defense attorney Troy Massey told the 
news media the case is not over. He said 
Black leaders will push for an investigation 
into the police beatings of the Taylor fam
ily after their arrest. 

Freddie Fox, coordinator of the Taylor 
F~mily Defense Committee, told the Mili
tant that the mood in the Black community 
is one of disappointment. "Disappointment 
not in the [defense] lawyers, not in the 
Taylors, but in justice. They feel that jus-
tice has not been fully served ." . 

Fox said there is still a question: "Have 
we the right to protect our homes? This 
question has not been answered." 

After the emotional trauma and great 
personal difficulties for the family, Fox. 
said, it's good that they .don ' t have to face 
jail or more trials. "But it leaves Montgom
ery in a situation in which justice has not 
been served. People are baffled at the re
quirement that the family pay restitution to 
the police ." 

Fox explained that the Taylor case 
"opened the door to say police officers are 
not always right . In the past that would 
have been taken for granted . · 

"We now have to look at how best to ad
dress the ·continued racist attitude of the 
police, perpetuated by [Mayor] Emory Fol
mar," Fox concluded .· 

Two separate U.S. Army plans in early 
1954 advocated the use of nuclear bombs at 
Dienbienphu. One proposed dropping any
where from one to six 31-kiloton bombs 
from carrier-based U.S. aircraft. Each 
bomb was three times as powerful as that 
used on Hiroshima by the U.S. ruling Class 
in World War II . · 

According to Middleton, "the Army's 
G-3 planning division concluded that nu
clear weapons could be used in a variety of 
ways to relievy the French in Dien Bien 
Phu. These included bombing the Viet
minh forces and their bases. 

"The authors of the two studies con
cluded that the use of nuclear weapons was 
' technically and militarily feasible,''" said 
Middleton. "They also asserted that their 
use would reverse the military situation in 
France's favor, 'turning the entire course 
of the events in Indochina to the advantage 
of the U.S . and the free world. "' he re-· 
ported. 

A third plan called for the use of seven 
U.S. combat divisions for "a coordinated 
attack on the northern area of Vietnam." 
. These were not "contingency plans,'' 
based on some hypothetical scenario. They 
were actively considered for implementa
tion. The official army history makes clear. 
that the discussion on whether to drop these 
bombs- which would result in mass mur
der and destruction - was based solely on 
cold-blooded political and military calcula
tions which flowed from Washington's 
overriding goal - to prev~nt the success of 
the national liberation struggle under way 
in Vietnam. 

As documents published in 1971 in the 
Pentagon Papers make clear, nuclear 
weapons were considered as a matter of 
course in overall U.S. planning for inter
vention in Vietnam, both against the Viet
namese and against China. "The employ
ment of atomic weapons is contemplated in 
the event that such course appears militar
ily advantageous," wrote Adm. Arthur 
Radford, chairman of the' Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, in a 1954 memo. 

Gen. William Westmoreland, later com
mander of U.S. forces in Vietnam, studied 
.the ,feasibility of using nuclear weapons 
during the 1968 siege of Khe Sanh. 

Middleton's article leaves the impres
sion that these U.S. plans for intervention, 
including with nuclear weapons, were re
jected for technical, military reasons. 

But in a cablegram. to then U.S. Ambas·. 
sador to France Douglas Dillon on April 5, 
1954, then Secretary of State John Foster 
Dulles wrote, "it is not possible for U.S. to 
commit belligerent acts in Indochina with
out full political understanding with France 
and other countries ." 

In other words, Washington decided 
against military intervention in Vietnam at 
'the time for political reasons . The U.S. rul
ers wanted a coalition of allies, and .this 
was not to be had. They were also worried 
that neither French nor U.S. public opinion 
would support continued war; France had 
been waging war in Vietnam for eight 

· years, and the Korean war had just ended. 
This latest revelation about Washing

ton's contemplated 1954 moves against 
Vietnam show, once again, where the real 
danger of nuclear war comes from - im
perialist attempts to prevent revolution an9 
protect capitalist interests in colonial and 
semicolonial countries. 
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SWP candidates'· message to Sandino rally 
Mel Mason and Andrea Gonzalez, 

Socialist Workers candidates for president 
and vice-president of the United States, 
sent greetings to the Nicaraguan people and 
government on their ·February 21 com
memoration of the 50th anniversary of the 
death of Nicaragua's national hero Au
gusto Cesar Sandino. 

"It is fitting that you have chosen such a 
date on which to announce the schedule of 
elections in Nicaragua. These will be the 
first free elections in Nicaraguan history 
because they will take place in a Nicaragua 
that is free for the first time in history -
free, above all, from the political domina
tion of Washington," Sfiid Mason and Gon
zalez. 

The message continued, "The Reagan 
administration claims to be concerned that 
the coming elections in Nicaragua be truly 
democratic. What hypocrisy! The thing 

free of coercion! But what the North Amer
ican people must demand is an immediate 
end by Washington to all coercion agail1st 
the Nicaraguan revolution!" 

Mason and Gonzalez pledged to use 
their campaign to tell the truth about the 
Nicaraguan revolution and to "urge work
ing people to join us in demanding that 
Washington stop its military and economic 
aggression against your country and in
stead send aid to the Sandinista people." 

The message concluded, "We are confi
dent that the name of Sandino will one day 
be as cherished among the North, American 
working people as it is today among our 
brothers and sisters in Nicaragua and for 
the same reasons: his uncompromising bat
tles against Yankee imperialism and his 
teaching that 'only the workers and farmers 
will go all the way' in the struggle to liber
ate humanity. ' " Mel Mason Andrea Gonzalez 

. Washington fears mo~t is democratic 
Nicaragua where the workers and farmers 
lead the country politically and where eco
nomic and social policy is · made in the in
terests of the great majority, not the explo
iting few. This Nicaragua replaced that of 
the bloody. Somoza tyranny, which en
joyed the support of U.S. ruling circles for 
decades." 

Sandinista debates State Dept. rep 

"Despite this," they declared, "leaders 
of both the Democratic and Republican 
parties have had the arrogance to demand 
that the government of Nicaragua provide 
them with guarantees that the coming elec
tions will be conducted in an atmosphere 

BY MAUREEN McDOUGALL 
DENVER - Before a standing-room

only crowd of 1 ,bOO people, Francisco 
Campbell , consul for political affairs ·at the 
Nicaraguan embassy in Washington, D.C., 
debated an official representative of the 
U.S . State Department here February 10. 

The · State Department person was 
Michael Skol , deputy director of the Office 
of Planning and Coordination at the Bureau 

of Inter-American Affairs of the State De
partment. 

The debate was introduced by Denver 
Mayor Federico Peiia and was part of a 
conference on "The Crisis in Central 
America" sponsored by the Rocky Moun
tain Forum. 

Skol attempted to justify U.S.-spon
sored military attacks against Nicaragua, 
claiming that since the Sandinista revolu-

St. Louis church: sanctuary for Salvadorans 
-BY DIANNE GROTH 

ST. LOUIS - "We call on the U.S. 
people to work to end U.S. military aid to 
the Salvadoran regime .. We thank you for 
giving us sanctuary and time to explain the 
conditions of unionists and others in war
tom El Salvador." 

This is how Maria and Julio (not their 
real names) began their testimony during a 
January 25 church service here titled 
"Sanctuary for God's People: another be
ginning." 

Two hundred and fifty people crowded 

into Immanuel Lutheran Church in this 
city's predominantly Black North Side, to 
show• their support for the church's deci
sion to grant sanctuary to Maria and Julio . . 

This is the first church in St. Louis to 
join 88 other churches around the country 
in providing sanctuary for refugees from EI 
Salvador and Guatemala. 

The Immigration and Naturalization Ser
vice (INS) has refused to grant political 
asylum to thousands of Salvadorans and 
Guatemalans who have come to .this coun
try fleeing U.S.-backed dictatorships. By 

. Nicaragua sets date for elections 
Continued from front page 
being Black and had [segregated] schools, 
stores, buses, and bars for Blacks; a de
mocracy where barely 30 percent of the 
population participates in presidential elec
tions." Nor does Nicaragua want a democ
racy that has "military a nd economic power 
to threaten and invade those who do not 
submit to its imperialist schemes." 

No, Ortega said, that democrac,.y is part 
of Somoza's time. "Here we 're building 
our democracy, making our contributions 
to the democratization of Latin America, 
especially of Central America." 

Roaring applause came when Ortega, . 

Sandino rally, Managua, February 21. 
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speaking for the government junta and the 
Saridinista National Liberation Front, said 
he considered that 16 year olds had won the 
right to vote by their massive participation 
in the revolution. Legislation to make this a 
reality would be recommended to the coun
try 's Council of State, he added. 

Much to the fury of the right-wing bloc 
of political parties who consider 16-year
olds to be "immature adolescents," the 
Sandinista youth hav,e been waging a cam
paign, complete with suffrage demonstra
tions and petitions, to be included in the 
elections. 

Because Nicaragua is a sparsely popu-_ 
lated country surrounded by war, Nicara
guan youth are required by circumstance to 
play an important role in both defense and 
production. Quite a number of youth who 
are today 16 years old took part in the war 
against the Somoza dictatorship four years 
ago. 

Ortega also reported that the offer of am
nesty to the counterrevolutionaries (except
ing their leaders), which expired February 
21, would be extended until May 4. So far, 
he said, 806 Nicaraguans have chosen to 
take advantage of the offer. 

"We are contributing for the first time in 
our history to democracy," Ortega proudly 
reminded those assembled. Democracy for 
Nicaraguans, he explained, means literacy, 
people's organizations, workers rights, 
agrarian reform, sovereignty, . indepen
dence, and self-determination. It means 
burying selfishness and the exploiters, he 
said. 

Deafening artillery and rifle salutes were 
heard all over Nicaragua at 10:30 p.m., the 
exact time of Sandino's assassination, 
symbolizing that after 50 years,. the gen
eral's ideas and dreams are very much alive 
and well here. 

providing sanctuary for some of these im
migrants, churches and other groups have 
prevented the INS from deporting them 
back to their countries, where many would 
face imprisonment and death. 

"This tum-out will tell the government 
to keep its hands off and let these people 
catch their breath," said Rev. Theodore 
Schroeder, pastor of the· church, in opening 
the service. Thirty-five church-affiliated 
groups from around the city endorsed the 
service. The Inter-faith Committee on 
Latin America helped build it. 

Maria illustrated the poor economic con
dition in her country by mentioning that . 
salaries have not risen 'since 1980 while 
there is rampant inflation. Unions are il
legal and her life was threatened for in
volvement in the Bankers and Textile 
Workers Union. She left El Salvador in 
November 1983, after several of her union 
associates had been tortured and killed. 

"Four of the bodies were found October 
8. They had been strangled and tortured," 
Maria said. ''That day, the bodies appeared 
on a television report . After playing the na
tional anthem and showing the flag, the an
nouncer said these were communists who 
had been killed by a death squad." 

She described another incident in which 
a lawyer who had helped the union workers 
had been found stran_gled on a road. His 
fingernails had been pulled out and his face 
and arms had been cut and burned. 

Julio, 27, taught economics at a night 
school and helped people displaced by the 
fighting in the rural areas find food and 
shelter in the capital city of San Salvador. 
Julio also received a death threat and left El 
Salvador in October 1983. 

Maria and Julio said any citizen who 
works with displaced people or for a union 
comes under suspicion by the death 
squads. Both said that the squads are con
trolled by elements in the Salvadoran gov
ernment . They say that more than I million 
people have fled from El Salvador in the 
past few years and that nearly 50,000 more 
have been killed in the civil war or by death 
squads. They plan on staying at this church 
before moving to another city to explain 
the workers and peasants side of the war in 
El Salvador. 

"We are all descendents from refugees 
fleeing their homeland for America. These 
refugees also fought in our revolutionary 
war and the Civil War. Maria and Julio 
should be granted sanctuary." This state
ment was made by the representative of the 
Association .of Evangelical Lutheran 

· Churches after the testimony was made. 
A representative of the Catholic Worker . 

Community also spoke. 

tion of July 19, 1979, Nicaragua has be
come a threat to its neighbors , is exporting 
violence to El Salvador, and has reneged 
on promises to hold elections. 

The audience gave Skol a polite but cool 
reception. But they reacted warmly to 
Campbell, interrupting him several times 
with applause and giving him a standing 
ovation when he concluded. 

· Campbell cited the gains made by the 
Nicaraguan people since the 1979 over
throw of the U.S.-backed Somoza dictator
ship, including in literacy, health care, and 
democratic decision-making by the mass
es. 

After reviewing briefly the history of 
U.S. intervention in Nicaragua, Campbell 
said, "What we are seeing here is not any
thing new, and not something that began 
over the past four years. Rather, we are 
seeing the conJinuation of a policy which, 
in essence, states that the United States, in 
the name of stability, always intervenes 
militarily in Latin Ameri<;:'a; in Central 
America, to support the forces of oppres
sion." 

On U.S. charges that Nicaragua is send
ing arms to rebels in El Salvador, 
Campbell noted the vast and sophisticated 
U.S . intelligence monitoring of his coun
try. U.S . troops are in Honduras and U.S. 
fleets are off both coasts. 

While U.S. intelligence officials brag 
that they can detect the flushing of a toilet 
in Managua, he said, they cannot produce a 
single photograph of even one of what 
would have to be thousands of canoes 
sneaking anris across .the Gulf of Fonseca 
- which, he noted, is "virtually a U.S. 
lake." 

Nicaragua's "threat" to the U.S. , he 
said, "is the threat of a good example." 
When a Honduran mother "sees her baby 
dying from whooping cough, without med
ical attention, and hears that across the bor
der in Nicaragua children are no longer 
dying of whooping cough, she says, 
'Something good is happening in 
Nicaragua. We should imitate the Nicara
guan example.'" 

Campbell ended by inviting U.S. citi
zens to come to Nicaragua and see the rev
olution for themselves . . 

Farmers score victory 
in foreclosure suit 

A federal district judge has prohibited 
the Farm Home Administration (FmHA) 
from foreclosing on mortgages held by 
250,000 farmers around the nation . 

Judge Bruce Van Sickle's ruling on Feb
ruary 17 made permanent the temporary re
straining order he issued last November 
against FmHA foreclosures. 

Judge Van Sickle ordered the federal 
loan agency to pay the farmers' legal fees 
and to carry out a 197.8 law that allows 
farmers to stop principal and interest pay
ments if they are without money as a result 
of "circumstances beyond their control" 
such as drought or low crop prices. 

The ruling was a result of a lawsuit by 
nine North Dakota farmers against the 
FmHA. In October Judge Van Sickle 
granted the suit status as a class action rep
resenting farmers across the country. 



Grenada state farms 
under attack 
Continued from back page 
its return. 

This farm is mainly a banana estate. The 
old bosses are in a hurry to get this estate 
back because it's in full bloom- export
ing some 500 boxes o( bananas every 
week. 

The Belvedere farm was taken over by 
the PRG because of its owners' neglect 
of the land. The revolutionary govern
ment invested East Caribbean $160,000 
(US$57, 143) in improving the farm. The 
money came through a loan from the 
Caribbean Development Bank. The GFC is 
asking that it be given a three-year lease to 
the land to make back its investment. The 
previous owners say the GFC shouldn't re
ceive any compensation at all. 

In addition to the Belvedere estate there 
are five other farms in which the PRG 
made major capital investments. 

The GFC negotiators - who are Minis
ter of Agriculture Arnold Cruickshank and 
two supporters of former dictator Gairy -
have indicated they want to sell the other 
20 state farms after divesting those exprop
riated by the PRG. 

Hardship on workers 

The . privatization of state farms will 
mean great hardship for agricultural work
ers. The PRG subsidized the farms, which 
allowed the revolutionary government to 
hire more workers than the capitalist land
lords had done. The return of the old boss
es will mean layoffs on these farms . 

this layer Gairy still has support. One GFC 
employee told the Militant that on a recent 
visit to a state farm, workers told him "now 
is our time! Uncle Gairy is back!" 

One of the most active Gairyites in the 
countryside is Oliver Raeburn. He has been 
going from farm to farm urging workers to 
join his union. Raeburn is the chairperson 
of the Grenada United Labor Party 
(GULP), which is Gairy's outfit. Under the 
Gairy dictatorship Raeburn was minister of 
agriculture. . 

Raeburn's attempt to organize a union of 
rural workers is aimed af undermining the 
Agricultural and General Workers Union. 
AGWU was formed after the 1979 Grenada 
revolution. The AGWU leadership was 
supportive of the revolution. AGWU or
ganizes workers on both the private and 
state farms. · 

The extent to which Raeburn has been 
successful, one AGWU activist told the 
Militant, isn't clear. But, he pointed out, 
there have been other attempts to under
mine AGWU that have been more wide: 
spread. 

AIFLD 

Osborne Baptiste, an agent of the Amer
ican Institute for Free Labor Development 
(AIFLD), has been trying to organize rural 
workers. AIFLD is a CIA operation that 
seeks to disrupt and hamper the work of 
unions that refuse to bow to imperialist dic
tates . 

Baptiste has been visiting farms and tell
ing the workers that the AGWU leadership 
is "communist and corrupt." The AIFLD 
agent hopes to whip up anticommunist hys-

Grenadian Government Information Service 
Agricultural workers, shown marching on May Day last year, are special ·target of 
U.S.-imposed government's attempts to turn b~ck gains of Grenada revolution. 

teria against the AGWU leadership. 
"Baptiste," an AGWU activist told the 

Militant, "only made inroads on one farm. 
But, on his return, he faced stiff opposition 
from the workers, who pointed out to him 
that he was actually proposing a break with 
the AGWU and formation of another 
union." 

In discussions with AGWU leaders Bap
tiste claimed he was only trying to see how 
AIFLD could aid the reorganization efforts 
of AGWU. 

These moves against AGWU are being 
made at a critical time for agricultural 
workers . AGWU is going into contract 
negotiations with the GFC and'private farm 
owners on March 5. One of the major con
cerns of the workers is wages. Agricultural 

workers receive EC$8.50 an hour (US$3). 
Their wages have traditionally been on the 
same scale as road-maintenance workers, 
who now receive about EC$13 (US$4.64) 
an hour. · 

But the new GFC management is plead
ing poverty, and has already refused to 
give agricultural workers public holiday 
pay that is owed them. 

For their Qart, private farm owners have 
shown they want to cut wages. On one 
farm, for example, the owner lowered the 
wages of the older workers ·saying they 
"weren't productive enough." 

One AGWU activist told the Militant 
that this could never have happened under 
the Provisional Government, Jed by 
Bishop. 

The PRG - a workers and fanners gov
ernment- paid a lot of attention to improv
ing working. conditions for laborers . For 
example, the revolutionary government 
provided farming tools at very low cost to 
agricultural workers and introduced protec
tive clothing for farm laborers working 
with pesticides . 

Louisiana 111eeting hears truth about Grenada 
Such concern for the health and safety of 

agricultural workers won't be shown by 
p#,yf;tfj 9wn~!Jk ;o/hOS\! , main , concern i~ 
making a profit. 

The bosses' greed for profits will also 
· mean an end to the PRO's efforts to substi

tute locally produced food for imports. Pri
vate owners will ·replace production of car
rots, lettuce, and sweet potatoes· with 
bananas, cocoa, and nutmeg . 

Nor are the capitalist landlords likely to 
continue the GFC's educational program 
for rural workers. During the revolution, 
the GFC, in conjunction with the Youth 
Employment Project, had organized a pro
gram to tea.ch basic academic skills to ag
ricultural workers. 

Gairyites active 

Meanwhile, agricultural workers are be
ginning to discuss how to meet these new 
challenges . Intervening in this discussion 
are the forces of Eric Gairy, whose dictato
rial regime was overthrown by the popular 
uprising that installed the PRG. 

Gairy started out, not as a U.S.-backed 
tyrant, but as a trade union leader. In 1951 
he led a struggle of' agricultural workers 
that increased wages for rural workers. 
Many agricultural workers today are older 
and were involved in this struggle. Among 

BYRONREPPS 
NEW ORLEANS- Almost 200 people 

turned out January 27 to see the film Gre
nada: The Future C()ming Towards Us . 

The audience, 75 percent of which was 
Black, included teachers, oil workers, 
nurses , merchant seamen, students, civil 
rights activists, members of the National 
Black Independent Political Party, and 
community and church leaders. 

The film was shown at Xavier Univer
sity, which has a Black student body. 

The film is a stirring documentary of the 
accomplishments of the 1979 Grenada rev
olution under the leadership of its former 
Prime Minister Maurice Bishop. 

Following the film a panel of activists 
spoke . 

Courtney Blair, a native of Guyana and a 
professor at Loyola University, said: "You 
saw in this film the man Maurice Bishop, 
who will go down as the greatest leader in 
the English-speaking Caribbean." Blair 
was sharply critical of the pro~U . S . Carib
bean heads of government -who aided 
Washington's invasion of Grenada. 

Lloyd Richards , a member of the execu
tive council of the United Teachers of New 
Orleans, said the U.S. government has no 
right to impose its will on another country. 

"The media," he said, "which is con
trolled, as we know, and the [U.S.] gov-

.-----------AVAILABLE NOW------"-----, 

#Truth Crushed to the Earth 
Will Rise Again" 

Videotape ofinterview with Don Rojas, foimer press secretary to 
murdered Grenadian Prime Minister Maurice Bishop. 

In this film, which was produced by the National Black United 
Front, Rojas describes the events that took place between Oct. 12, 
1983- when Bishop was placed under house arrest by Deputy 
Prime Minister Goard~ and Oct. 19, 1983 - when thousands of 
Grenadians freed Bishop and marched to Fort Rupert, where he 
was killed. 

Rojas explains the accomplishmen'ts of the Grenada revolution, 
Cuba's aid to the Grenadian people, and the developments inside the 
ruling party, th~ New Jewel Movement. 

Length: 80 minutes, standard speed VHS videotape. Rental fee: 
$35. Order from: The Militant, 14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 
10014; (212) 929-3486. 

ernment tell us about Grenada, they tell us 
about Cuba and about all sorts of events 
around the world. But how can we believe 
these things, coming from a government 
that has said there is no hunger in the 
United States?'' 

He was present, he added, "to show my 
support for bringing out information like 
this in an attempt to counter all that we hear 
from the other side." 

· Ron Chisom, a long-time fighter for so
cial and political change in Louisiana and 
throughout the South, recently visited 
Nicaragua. 

As Black people, he said, "we can relate 
to the invasion of Grenada and the crushing 
of that revolution. We must now all get in
volved to help the brothers and sisters in 
Nicaragua to keep the U.S . from doing the 
same thing to them." 

He said, "Whether we're talking about 
over there or here, we're talking aboutthe 
same people doing it !O us, cutting our 
standard of living over here and killing 
them over there. And as long as we let that 

old-time racism, both institutional and per
sonal, divide us, we won't be able to win 
the rights we've been fighting for for so 
long ." 

Derrick Morrison of the Socialist Work
ers Party pointed out that the People's Rev
olutionary Government of Grenada was 
"not based on the bankers and the rich, but 
on the workers and peasants ." 

Gains in unionization under the Grenada 
revolution, he said, "make it a must for 
study by trade unionists in this country." 

And if, he said, "a small, impoverished 
island can cut unemployment in half, then 
we, with such high Black unemployment, 
should study this example ." That's why the 
U.S. govemment.invaded, he said: Wash
ington "could not allow [the revolution] to 
be studied." 

The film and panel were sponsored by 
the Southern Christian Leadership Confer
ence; the Mid-City Area Council; the 
Socialist Workers Party; Rev. Avery Alex
aqder; and the Committee in Solidarity 
with the People of El Salvador. 

Canada auto workers win child car-e 
The following article appeared in the 

February 13 issue of Socialist Voice, a 
biweekly socialist newspaper published 
in Montreal. 

BY NANCY WALKER 
For the first time in Canadian history, ' a 

major industry has been forced to help fund 
daycare services for its employees. 

In December 1983, 1,170 members of 
the United Auto Workers (UA W) at Amer
ican Motors' Stratford, Ontario, soft-trim 
plant won this important provision. Start
ing December 16, 1984, the company will 
pay two cents an hour for each of its bar
gaining unit employees to be used for day
care services. Over the course of 1984, a 
union committee will take responsibility 
for getting the daycare center operating. As 
well, more funds from government will be 
sought. 

With women an increasing part of the 
work force, the victory is a significant one. 
Statistics show that 54.7 percent of women 
with· children under the age of six are work
ing outside the home. Between 1971 and 
1981 , the overall number of women in the 
work force rose from 2.9 million to 4.8 
million. Families are forced to seek two in-

comes simply to survive. 
· Yet at the same time, there's another 

contradictory trend. Daycare spaces are 
disappearing and costs for those that re
main are skyrocketing ·as government 
funds are withdrawn from social services . 
It is working women who pay for this situ
ation. Many have been fired or forced to 
quit; others have been unable to even find 
jobs because there's no. one else to care for 
their children. · 

A January 31 Globe and Mail article 
pointed out an example of what happens 
through this kind of "belt-tightening" gov
ernment policy. In Stratford, where the 
UA W is located, a brand new daycare 
center stands empty. It was built just a year 
ago. Now that government subsidies have 
been yanked out, no one can afford to send 
their children there. 

The provisions won by the U A W work
ers, 90 percent of whom are women, will 
help correct this injustice in Stratford. Its 
announcement was met with considerable . 
·excitement in the labor movement across 
the country . As Basi~ Hargrove of the 
UA W national office said, "It's a unique 
breakthrough . . . and r m sure other unions 
are going to follow bur lead." 
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'Barricada': big gains in. readership 
BY LEE MARTINDALE 

One of the concrete indications of the 
growing strength of the Nicaraguan revolu
tion is the big jump in readership of Bar- · 
ricada, the daily newspaper of the San
dinista National Liberation Front (FSLN). 
In the last year the paper's average daily 
circulation has more than doubled. 

Sergio de Castro, international editor of 
Barricada's international edition, ex
plained this to a group of U.S . and Cana
dian workers who visited Nicaragua last 
November on a trip organized by Militant/ 
PM Tours, Inc : 

In 1979, when the repressive U.S.-back
ed dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza was 
overthrown by a mass popular revolution , 
the most widely-read daily paper was La 
Prensa. La Prensa reflected the outlook of 
businessmen and landlords who opposed 
the Somoza regime. These forces aimed to 
replace the Somozas as the country's new 
rulers. As the major anti-Somoza daily dur
ing the struggle against the dictatorship, La 
Prensa had won respect and a massive cir
culation. 

But with the establishment of a new 
FSLN-led government representing the in
terests of workers and peasants, La Pren
sa's support to the revolution abruptly 
cooled. Its editorial policy more and more 
openly attacked the advances of the revolu
tion and sought to undermine support for 
the FSLN and the government. 

A struggle developed between the news
paper's management and employees who 
supported the revolution: Editorials attack
ing the revolution appeared with disclaim
ers added by the typesetters . This struggle 
culminated with the majority of the staff 
and one of the owners leaving La Prensa to 
set up a third daily, El Nuevo Diario. 

Evolution of 'Barricada' 
Barricada used to have a much lower 

circulation than either La Prensa or El 
Nuevo Diario. Today, its growing popular
ity reflects the Sandinistas' increasing sup
port among the workers and peasants, and 
the more and more active role these sectors 
of society are playing in the revolution -
through their trade unions , through the 
women's and youth organizations, through 
peasants' organizations in the coun
tryside, and through the militias organized 
to defend the country from escalating mili
tary attacks by U.S .-backed c-ounterrevolu
tionaries based in Honduras and Costa 
Rica. 

be Castro explained to our tour group 
Barricada's origin and goals: 

"Barricada was launched six days after 
the triumph of the revolution , for us to be 
able to draw together all the. experience of 
the underground revolutionary press of the 
FSLN before the victory : For us, and for 
the people of Nicaragua, Barricada means 
the conquest of freedom of expression for 
the people. 

INTERCONTINENTAL 
PRESS 

Reagan Threatens • / i ••· ·• •·• ·· 
Escalation as 

Beirut Regime 
Nears Collapse 

U.,S.~Hooduran Buildup Tar~ts 
Central Ari'ierican Ftevoiution 

Intercontinental Press carries more 
articles, documents, and special fea
tures on world politics - from Europe 
to the Middle East to Central America 
'- than we have room to put in the Mil
itant. 
Enclosed is 0 $12.5() for six months: 
0 $25 for one year. 

Name _· _ ____________________ __ 

Address _ ____________________ __ 

City ___________ State __ Zip _ _ 

Clip and mail to Intercontinental Press 
410 West St., New York, N.Y. 10014. 
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First publish~d in 1979~ Sandinista daily Barricada is now most widely read newspa
per in Nicaragua. Top story is about voting age for youth. 

"Before the triumph, for revolutionaries , 
for the Sandinistas, and for the democratic 
sectors in general to distribute information 
and propaganda to inform the people could 
mean jail, torture, and even death." 

De Castro said that at the beginning, 
Barricada's coverage was heavily weigh
ted toward speeches and articles explaining 
the program and goals of the FSLN, at the 
expense of news. This has changed. 

"Barricada is the official voice of the 
FSLN. But for us it's not just a question of 
putting out an ideological newspaper, but 
rather one that manages to capture and re
flect the daily tasks and efforts that the 
people are carrying out, in transforming the 
society and in building a new social sys
tem. We're trying to put out a -paper that 
has in its pages the daily efforts of the 
people, the revolutionary government, and 
the mass organizations. · . 

"At the same time the paper will be crit
ical of the errors and the faults that we have 
and can contribute in this way to overcom
ing the deficiencies and strengthening the 
organization and furthering the involve
ment of the people in solving their own 
problems, whether they be local communi
ty problems, problems of production, of 
the satisfaction of basic needs, or the de
fense of the revolution itself." 

Debate and discussion 

Barricada has opened its pages to de
bates and discussions among supporters of 
the revolution , for example around a law 
proposed by the Nicaraguan women's or
ganization aimed at making child support 
legally the responsibility of men as well as 
women. Columns and letters were pub
lished expressing a variety of points of 
view supportive and critical of the law . 
More recently, Barricada has covered pro
tests by young militia members and others 
demanding that the voting age be set at 16 
so that those who are defending the revolu
tion arms in hand can participate in the up-
coming elections. . 

De Castro said putting out a newspaper 
devoted to advancing the consciousness 
and participation of the masses, instead of 
serving as a mouthpiece for the rich, means 
changing traditional journalism in 
Nicaragua. 

"We' re involved in an effort to profes
sionalize the newspaper, to make it a scien
tific journalism," he explained. "Jour
nalism in Nicaragua has always been what 
they call 'yellow journalism,' which is 
what used to be taught in many of the jour
nalism schools . What's news is not when a 
dog bites a man but when a man bites a 
dog. 

"But for us the news is neither the one 
nor the other . The news for us is the efforts 
that the people make in every situation . 
What we try to do is to give a different con
tent to the newspaper and to the news, to 
make news about things that actually affect 
daily life , without any sensationalism. 

"This has forced us to reorganize our 
paper, to write articles that are shorter, 
more precise, more informative, that give 

the facts and reflect the experience of the 
people." 

In January 1983, Barricada had a circu
lation of only 36,000. By November 1983, 
its average daily circulation had out
stripped the other two dailies, increasing to 
90;000. The circulation of Barricada is 
now equal to the combined circulation of 
the other two, and much of its increase in 
circulation has come at the expense of La 
Prensa. 

De Castro pointed out that "the growth 
of Barricada reflects the growing confi
dence of the people in the FSLN and the 
growing involvement of the people in the 
popular organizations and in the tasks of 
the revolution. It also reflects the capacity 
of the Barricada staff to be a part of the 
process, especially as the aggression 
against us increases." 

Circulation campaigns 

Special circulation campaigns have been 
carried out to reach the readers Barricada 
considers most important. The circulation 
department works with the leaderships of 
the unions in Managua to get the paper to 
workers in the factories. Bundles of Bar
ricada are dropped off at the workplace 
and distributed by the union. 

There are pllms to make similar arrange
ments to get the paper to agricultural work
ers and peasant cooperative members in the 
countryside , but war and the ·economic 
blockade imposed on Nicaragua by the 
United States have made resources like gas 
and vehicles so scarce that this project has 
had to be postponed . 

Other projects are carried out in Man
agua. De Castro described this: We carried 
out a pilot project in a very poor neighbor
hood. The comrades went and offered sub
scriptions to Barricada door to door. We 
realize that the workers don 't buy newspa
pers every day, because to buy the newspa
per every day would mean spending 60 
cordobas a month , and that' s food for two 
or three days . People buy newspapers two 
or three times a week. 

"At times this problem can be resolved. 
The same newspaper can be read by a 
number of different workers. The impor
tant thing is that the workers have access to 
the information, as well as to the line of the 
FSLN." 

As our tour traveled around Nicaragua 
we saw evidence of this emphasis on mak
ing the paper available . At the University 
in Leon,. Barricada was posted on the bul
letin boards. We noticed that all the articles 
begin and end on the same page to make 
this possible . 

Censorship 

·w e asked de Castro about the censors}Jip 
that has been imposed by the Nicaraguan 
government as a result of CIA-directed ag
gression against the country. La Prensa 
complains loudly about this censorship , 
and these complaints have been given wide 
publicity by the U.S. government and 
media . De Castro responded: 

"This aggression we face is not just a 
military aggression, but a political and eco
nomic aggression as well that is also car
ried out through the means of communica
tion. This has forced the revolutionary slate 
to take measures to defendthe revolution 
against this aggression in the field of com

. munication. 
"As revolutionary journalists, we would 

prefer that there· not be these restrictions re
garding information, because this would 
permit, in many cases, much broader dis
cussion of many problems through the 
mass media. But you have to understand 
that Nicaragua is a very vulnerable coun
try . We have few riches, our economy is 
weak, and it is very easy through the means 
of communication· to provoke situations 
that will worsen the economic problems we 
have . 

"We have historical examples that point 
to this: the case of Chile where the daily 
newspaper El Mercurio, created fear, en
couraged hoarding of certain products , 
created false shortages of certain things. 

"In the case of Nicaragua we also face 
military aggression, where these means of 
restricting information have even greater 
justification. I want to give you some ex-
amples. . 

"Through the mass media, the right wing 
carries out an effort on an ongoing basis to 
create the feeling that there is no threat of 
aggression. You see in the headlines of the 
daily newspaper La Prensa: 'United States 
Assures That It Will Not Intervene' or 
'There Will Be No Intervention.' 

"Things like that have just one objective: 
to disarm and divide the people so that they 
do not prepare themselves for that eventu
ality. Objectivc_!ly, what they are doing is 
playing the game of those who are inter
ested in destroying the revolution, and the 
game of those who are already attacking 
the_ country. 

"We see the problem of censorship as 
linked to the defense of the country and our 
sovereignty. While we would prefer notto 
have to go to the border to fight with arms 
in hand against the counten:evolutionaries, 
which means . for many· Nicaraguan 
families the pain and loss of brothers and 
sisters and parents, we are ready to go. In. 
the same way, we think that even though it 
would be better that censorship not exist 
we also know that it is necessary , that it's a 
question of defense, a question of survi
val." 

Close down 'La Prensa'? 

Why hasn't La Prensa been closed down 
for its provocations against the people and 
the revolution? 

"You can't eliminate the social sectors 
that make up society by decree," de Castro 
explained. "These sectors have their own 
political expression, and with their eco
nomic means they will also have their ex
pression through the mass media. In the 
case of La Prensa, this means the coming 
together of the right wi_ng in that newspa
per. 

"For the revolution the existence of 
those sectors does not in and of itself con
stitute a problem as long as they don't go 
over to the counterrevolution to the extent 
of actually picking up arms and placing 
themselves on the side of the imperialists. · 

"Why don't they cause a bigger prob
lem? Because here we have a conscious 
people, an organized people. The existence 
of La Prensa allows the people themselves 
to see who these sectors are. It makes clear 
to the people who their true friends and al- · 
lies are, and who is defending the big eco
nomic interests and imperialism. 

"But we have Barricada, and when the 
circulation of Barricada grows while La 
Prensa declines, for us this is a much more 
important victory than if we were to grow 
just by closing down La Prensa . It means 
we are winning the ideological battle. This 
gives us much greater strength." 

Barricada lntemacional, the weekly 
official voice of the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front, is now available in 
Spanish and English. The price is 6 
months for $12. 
Send check or money order to: 
Barricada lnternacional 
Apdo. No. 576 
Managua, Nicaragua. 



·Nicaraguan leaders: 
nurture law can't 
be implemented now 
BY JANE HARRIS 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua - Here in 
Nicaragua, as in Central America as a 
whol~, a striking thing stands out about the 
family. More often than not, the father is 
missing. While there are no hard figures, it 
is estimated that between 60 percent and 80 
percent of Nicaraguan women are the sole 
supporters of their families. 

Many men abandoned their wives and 
families when faced with the unemploy
ment, poverty, and despair that character
ized _the life of working people under the 
dictatorship.of Anastasio Somoza. 

Most women were left with marginal 
work- selling food or trinkets, domestic 
jobs, and worse still, many were forced to 
tum to prostitution. 

Big changes occurred four and . a half 
years ago when workers and farmers top
pled the capitalist government of Somoza. 

Women began to organize in large num
bers in cooperatives, ' unions, and in their 
own organization, Louisa Amanda Es
pinoza Nicaraguan Women's Association 
(AMNLAE). 

Equal pay for equal work became the 
law of the land , giving women an impor
tant legal weapon in the fight for their 
rights. 

Men and women learned to read and 
write in a massive literacy campaign fol
lowed up with adult education classes. 

Prostitutes were offered an opportunity 
to learn skills that would allow them to 
hold productive jobs. 

New-found respect 

With their. massive participation in the 
successful 1979 revolution, women won a 
new-found respect - self-respect as well 
as respect from the men in their lives . 

By getting rid of capitalist rule, a neces
sary·•preeonditt<!lft·fm winning the liber-a
tion of women has been established. Yet 
the revolution still faces a lot of hard work 
to achieve this goal. 

One of the biggest difficulties is that 
Nicaragua is a very poor country and 
doesn't have the material base necessary 
for liberating women - that is, the re
sources to provide child-care centers, laun
dries, cheap restaurants, and othet services 
that · would free women from household 
work. 

Commander Tomas Borge explained to 
AMNLAE's fifth anniversary celebration 
in September 1982 that the road will be dif
ficult due to Nicaragua's inherited poverty 
and the resources needed for defense 
against armed aggression. 

cept in the law, referred not only to food 
but to education, health care, clothing, and 
general care as well. 

The law specified that parents' responsi
bilities to children under the law could be 
fulfilled byhousework, as well as payment 
in kind or money. It further stated that tak
ing care of domestic tasks should be done 
by _ all members of the family, including 
males, which proved to be a very contro
versial point. 

The Council of State discussed, debated, 
and refined the draft law for seven weeks 
and then approved it Nov . 25, 1982. 
Simultaneously, AMNLAE organized dis
cussions in its chapters, in unions and 
block associations, and among profession
als -wherever it could. 

A limitation of the breadth of these dis
cussions was that AMNLAE barely existed 
in the countryside and dici not exist at all on 
the Atlantic Coast. 

The law was referred to the three-mem
ber government junta, which would have to 
co-sign it before it could take effect. The 
junta, however, took no action on it. 

About eight months later, the law re-en
tered the Council of State with a few mod
ifications, which were approved by that 
body, and returned to the Junta. To date it 
has not been signed into law. 

Conference on family 

At a three-day conference in late January 
concerning the Nicaraguan family, the 
status of the law was discussed. 

On hand to answer questions were junta 
members Daniel Ortega and Sergio 
Ramirez, who joined the conference for a 
"Face the Nation" session. This was a di
rect question-and-answer session between 
the participants and government leaders, 
broadcast live nationally over radio· and 
televised a few days later. 

In welcoming the two leaders, confer
ence coordinator Rosa Marfa Zelaya, a 
psychologist, summed up some of the con
ference's conclusions, and touched on the 
Law on Nurture. 

"We believe it is imperative to continue 
with juridical transformations in terms of 
regulating family relations. We are particu
larly concerned that the Law on Nurture be 
signed into law," she stressed, "and that we 
continue elaborating juridical norms of 
both a substantive and procedural charac
ter." 

Next to take the floor was Dr. Marfa 
Lourdes Bolanos, a magistrate of the Su
preme Court as well the director of 
AMNLAE's Legal Office for Women. 
Lourdes was in charge of AMNLAE's 
work on the Law on Nurture until other 
work of tile revolution called her away. 

· Margaret Randall 
Sewing machine operator in Managua. From 60;-80 percent of Nicaraguan women 
are the sole support of their families. Women have made big gains through revolu
tion, but imperi_alist-imposed poverty and war are obstacles to more rapid progress. 

She explained that in the past year 
AMNLAE's legal office went to the courts 
with only 10 percent of its cases. This was 
because "the courts have to apply obsolete 
laws and obsolete schemas that do not cor
respond to Nicaragua's social reality. 

"We consider that the underlying prob
lem is one of the system, of the structure. 
We are aware of the efforts that are being 
made to improve this situation. But the re
sults, in their majority, have been negative. 
And that is why we are asking for greater 
attention to this matter- because we have 
before us' sorrowful cases of what should 
be elemental and summary justice, but that 
have been in the courts for eight months." 

Sergio Ramirez then explained that "In 
revolutionary processes there are things 
that change more quickly and others that 
change very slowly." 

He cited the nationalization of the banks, 
Somoza' s property, and the mines as ex
amples of rapid changes, but said "the ad- _ 
ministration of justice cannot change so 
violently. 

"It is a problem that we have not 
changed the laws, that the judicial pr,oceed
ings we use are in great part the s-ame as 
those of Somozaism," agreed Ramirez. 
"But above all we are in the process of 
changing the mentality of those who ad
minister justice." 

While describing a number of educa-
. tiona! steps the revolution has taken to do 

this, he explained that orie of the tasks of 
the legislative assembly to be elected in 
1985 would be to create an entirely new 
legislative system in civil and penal law as 
well as in civil procedures . 

Yadira Valderio, director of AMNLAE in 
the southwestern province of Corazo, 
asked the government leaders to explain 
why, in particular, the Law on Nurture has 
not been signed "since it would be of great 
benefit to the Nicaraguan family." 

Daniel Ortega, the coordinator of the 
governing junta, . agreed, "Yes, there are 
some laws that in principle have great sup-

port. These laws are just, but applying 
them is rather complicated .. .. 

"While it is true that it is a just law, con
ditions are not sufficiently mature to enable 
us to consistently apply the Law on Nur
ture." 

Ortega drew a comparison with the draft 
law on housing - a measure intended to 
gradually do away with landlords and rent. 
This law, which would not only adversely . 
affect big landlords, but many small ones 
as well, has also in effect been "frozen," 
Ortega said. · 

Backwardness of society 

Ortega reported that the law on Nurture 
has been discussed in a special commission 
comprised of members of the Council of 

· State, the court system, the government 
junta, and the Sandinista police. 

"The commission took into account the 
characteristics of Nicaraguan society- its 
backwardness," Ortega said. "In reality 
there is a backwardness," he repeated, "a 
backwardness that cannot be overcome in 
the short term. 

"And, as I said at the beginning [of the 
session) we cannot ignore the _connection 
between this and the aggression we are liv
ing through. Because this very situation 
does not permit us to take up with suffi
cient thoroughness, security, and maturity, 
a whole series of social problems. The situ
ation of aggression even affects efforts in 
the social realm. 

"That is why the Law on Nurture is still 
stalled there, so to speak . We cannot say 
that it is not going to be applied in this 
country, but rather that it was felt that at the 
moment its application would not be appro
priate, since we do not see in Nicaraguan 
~ociety the conditions that could facilitate 
its application." 

"Semin-ars like these," Ortega said, re
ferring to the family conference, "help pro
ject a higher level of consciousness in the 
population. Then laws like this will be eas
ily applied, or less difficult to apply," he 
concluded . 

While stating that the revolution must 
look for audacious answers, he also warned 
that economic development by itself will 
not accomplish the liberation of women, 
nor would simply organizing the women be 
sufficient. 

Referring to the Sandinista National Lib
eration Front (FSLN), he said, "We have to 
embark upon a difficult and prolonged 
ideological struggle - a struggle that 
equally benefits men and women. 

W. Va. doctor visits Nicaragua mine 
"Men must overcome a multitude of pre

judices. We know compafieros who are 
revolutionaries in the street, in. their work
places, in their militia battalions -every
where- but they're feudal senores, feudal 
lords, in the home," said Borge pointing to 
a group of men amid roaring applause. 

Borge's remarks, delivered shortly be
fore AMNLAE introduced what is called 
the Law on Nurture into the Council of 
State, explained what was perhaps the cut
ting edge of that law: "Men who father 
children have to pay their children's up
keep. This is what the Law on Nurture is 
about!" 

Widespread discussion 

The introduction of this law led to a 
widespread discussion on women, the fam
ily, and the pace of the Sandinista revolu-
tion. · 

AMNLAE, in its presentation of the 
law, stressed the importance of family sol
idarity and responsibility of all members 
tow~d one another. Nurture, a social con-

The following article appeared in the 
January 15 issue of the Sunday Gazette
Mail from Charleston, West Virginia. 
The title of the article was: "Defense is 
part of daily life for Nicaraguan min-

-ers." 

BY DAN DOYLE 
Every day at 5 p.m. a long whistle blast 

pierces the afternoon calm of El Limon, a 
mining town in northwest Nicaragua. 

"End of shift?" I asked, the first time I 
heard it. 

"No, the alarm. It's a drill to see how 
quickly people can get to their posts for de
fense of the mine and town." 

I watched the drill from the small clinic 
located a stone's throw from the mine en
trance and mill. Gold miners in boots and 
hard hats armed with rifles burned up the 
road toward the mine. Nurses and doctors 
wheeled patients out of the hospital. Chil
dren filed into freshly dug refugios, bomb 
shelters, near their school or their barnes. 
In.El Limon, as in much of Nicaragua, the 
possibility of war is taken seriously . Prepa
rations for defense are part of daily life. 

I spent the last week of November in 
Nicaragua as part of a 116-member North 
·American medical delegation attending the 
Third National Scientific Assembly on 
Health. The conference was sponsored 
jointly by Nicaragua's health workers' 
union, physicians' association, and Minis
try of Health . . 

I had come to Nicaragua with many 
'questions. I was especially interested in the 
medical problems and health care of min
ing communities. Since 1977 I have 
worked as a family physician in a commu
nity health center that cares for coal miners 
and their families. I knew that Nicaragua 
had gold and silver mines. How, I won
dered, would mining and miners' health in 
Nicaragua compare to what I had seen in 
West Virginia? 

I was the only gringo riding the crowded 
local bus from the regional capital, Leon, 
out to Mina El Limon one sweaty Saturday 
morning. The two-hour trip took us from 
the low coastal plains near the Pacific up 
into rugged green hill country. For the last 
.hour the bus bumped over dirt roads and 
rolled through shallow creeks, stopping 

every few miles to deliver peasants return
ing from the Leon market to their thatched 
roof, mud-walled homes . Just after 1 p.m. 
we reached Mina El Limon, the end of the 
line. The three days I spent there were the 
high point of my stay in Nicaragua. 

From 1937 to 1979 this. humble rural vil
lage of 6,000 people had been a company 
town, owned by Septentrion Mining Co., a 
U.S.-Canadian multinational corporation. 
Then, in 1979, after the dictator Somoza 
was overthrown by a popular uprising led 
by the Sandinista Front for National Liber
ation (FSLN) the mine was nationalized. 

Many of the miners fought against 
Somoza. All 800 members of the Pedro 
Roque Blandon mine workers local union 
at El Limon complex belong to a "miners' 
battalion," which is completely responsible 
for the defense of the mine and has seen 
five months' active duty near the Honduran 
border since March . Mina El Limon is a 
Sandinista town. Several days of visiting 
and talking with dozens of lifelong resi
dents helped me understand why . _ 

"Before 1979 we labqred like animals in 
Continued on Page 13 

March 2, 1984 The Militant 11 



-THE GREAT SOCIETY---...____ ________ _____._ __ 
Cheaper by the gross - Sec

retary of War Weinberger says 
I 00 B 1-B bombers can be built for 
about $200 million apiece. (Yes, 
you read it right. $200 million .) 
Skeptics argue the estimate is arti-

would lower the unit price. nessee Valley Authority has can
celled four nuke units at a loss of 
$1.8 billion and is turning back to 
coal. Said the manager, "Some 
folks might look at abandoned nu
clear plants as monuments to mis
takes and stupidity. I look at them 
as monuments to good manage
ment." 

cookie boycott should take the 
class. 

Louis chocolate plant, se1zmg 19 
pounds of Grand Marnier cremes 
containing genuine Grand Mamier 
liqueur . Only "flavoring agents" 
are permitted . (Some of the artifi
cial flavorings have as much as 70 
percent alcohol.) 

Not like the Einsteins in 
Washington- Malcolm Toon, a 
former U.S. ambassador to the 
Soviet Union, had met Konstantin 
Chernenko, the new top Soviet of
ficial, and 'found him a "dullard. " 

Only the system can stink -
Baltimore's downtown public li
brary is concerned about the grow-

- ing number of homeless who 
spend winter days there . One of 
the posted new rules asserts: 

Harry 
Ring 

ficially low, plus the Pentagon is 
really planning on building as 
many as 300. Officials respond 
that ordering them in that quantity 

Kill that word! - The word 
"killing" is no longer permitted in 
State Dept. human rights reports. 
Elliott Abrams, the department's 
human rights custodian, explained 
that "unlawful or arbitrary depri
vation of life" is more legally pre
cise. 

Capitalist monuments - In 
the past year and a half, the Ten-

Cookie power - Detroit-area 
Girl Scouts had slated teen-age sex 
education classes, including infor
mation on birth control and abor
tion. "Right-to-lifers" responded 
with a threatened boycott of Scout 
cookies. The education program 
will be revised, teaching girls how 
to say 'no.' Maybe the adults who 
crumbled under the threat of the 

"Users of the Library are expected 
to maintain an acceptable standard 
of personal hygiene . Unpleasant 
body odor, which may offend 
other patrons of the Library, 1s 
considered unacceptable." 

Illegally unadulterated 
FDA agents and armed federal 
marshals swooped down on a St. 

Getting soft? - Eight major 
studies in four countries, plus 
some 80,000 scientific papers, 
have established that smoking is 
bad for your health. But R.J. 
Reynolds, the coffin-nail folk, is 
launching a multimillion-dollar ad 
campaign claiming it's "an open 
question." However,· queried on 
TV, Reynold's chief honcho did 
concede that puffing "may well 
stain your teeth ." 

--CALENDAR-~~---------------

ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
Malcolm X: What He Stood For, Why He 
Was Killed. Speaker: Maceo Dixon, Socialist 
Workers Party National Committee. Sat., Feb. 
25, 7:30 p.m. 205 18th St. S. Donation re
quested. Ausp: Militant Forum Series. For more 
information call (205) 323-3079. 

Who -Killed Karen Silkwood? Sat., March 3, 
7:30p.m. 205 18th St. S. Donation requested. 
Ausp: Militant Forum Series. For more infor
mation call (205) 323-3079. 

CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 
Behind the Tragedy in Grenada. Videotape 
interview with Don Rojas, press secretary -to 
murdered Grenadian Prime Minisier Maurice 
Bishop. Presentation by James Harris, Socialist 
Workers Party National Committee, visited 
Grenada in 1981. Translation to Spanish. Sat., 
March 3, 7:30p.m. 2546 W Pico. Donation: 
$2. Militant Bookstore/Libreria Perspectiva 

. Mundial Forum. For more information call 
(213) 380-9460. 

Oakland. 
Life and Work in Nicaragua Today. Eyewit
ness reports and slides from three participants in 
international Nicaragua coffee and cotton work 
brigades in January 1984. Speakers: Adjua 
Codjoe Adams, Kathleen Defendorf, Diana 
Kudema. Fri ., March 2, 7:30p.m. Donation: 
$2. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more informa
tion call (415) 839-5316. 
San Diego 
Rally for Trade Union Rights. Speakers: Sally 
Goodman, United Auto Workers member and 
victim of government harassment in "security" 
investigation; Merril Cohen, fired from Tele
dyne-Ryan for her antiwar and trade union ac
tivity; others . Translation to Spanish. Sat., Feb. 
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New International, 14 Charles 
Lane, New York, NY 10014. 

. 25, 7:30 p.m. 222 Broadway (Golden Hill 
Community Center). Donation: $2. Ausp: Polit
ical Rights Defense Fund. For more information 
call (619) 234-4630. 

Educational Conference on Socialism 
1. Celebrate 25 Years of the Cuban Revolu
tion. Speaker: Matilde Zimmermann, recently 
returned from Cuba. Translation to Spanish. 
Fri. , March 9, 7:30p.m. Educational Cultural 
Complex, 4343 Ocean View Blvd. Donation: 
$2. 

2. Classes, Seminars, Slide Show. On the 
working-class view of world events, capitalism 
and racism, the defeat of the revolution in Gre
nada, the advances of the Cuban revolution, and 
the progress made by women in Cuba. Classes 
will be conducted in English and Spanish. Sat., 
March 10, II a.m. and 2 p.m. 1053 1.5th St. 
(near City College). Donation: $1 . 
3. Rally: Mason for U.S. President. Featur
ing 1984 Socialist Workers candidates for Con
gress from San Diego. Translation to Spanish. 
Sat. , March 10, 7 p.m. Oneira Club, 4649 
Hawley Blvd. Donation: $1. Ausp: Young 
Socialist Alliance, Socialist Workers Campaign 
Committee. For more information call (619) 
234-4630. 

COLORADO 
Denver 
The Legacy of Malcolm X. Speaker: Joe Wal
ters, Socialist Workers Party. Fri. ; Feb. 24, 
7:30 p.m. 126 W 12th Ave. Donation: $2. 
Ausp~ Militant Forum. For more information 
call (303) 534-8954. 

KENTUCKY 
Louisville 
Film: Tribute to Malcolm X. Followed by 
panel discussion. Speakers: Omar Farooq, Mus
lim Students Association of Indiana University; 
Joe Buckner, Young Socialist Alliance. Sat. , 

' Feb. 25,8 p.m. 809 E Broadway. Donation: $2. , 
Ausp: Militant Forum. For more information 
call (502) 587-8418. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston 
We Are Driven. Videotape exposing myth that 
Japanese industrial system works. Discussion 
will follow . Sun., March 4 , 7:30 p.m. 510 
Commonwealth Ave., 4th floor. Donation: $3. 
Ausp: Militant Forum. For more information 
call ( 617) 262-462 1. 

MICHIGAN 
Detroit 
Stop U.S. Bombing of Lebanon: Bring 
Marines, Ships Home Now! Panel discussion 
with representatives of Committee for a Demo
cratic Palestine, Socialist Workers Party, and 
Detroit Lebanese community. Sun., Feb. 26, 
7:30 p.m. 7146 W McNichols. Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor
mation call (313) 862-7755. 

MINNESOTA 
St. Paul 
Rally to Introduce Socialist Workers Candi
dates for U.S. Senate and House: U.S. Out of 
Lebanon! Nationalize the Steel Industry! 
Speakers: Joe Swanson, national spokesperson 
for Socialist Workers Party presidential cam
paign, member of United Transportation Union 
Local 305; others . Translation to Spanish. Sat. , 
Feb. 25; reception, 7 p.m. ; rally , 8 p.m. 508 N 
Snelling Ave. Ausp: 1984 Minnesota Socialist 
Workers Campaign . For more information call 
(612) 644-6325 . 

MISSOURI 
St. Louis 
Young · Socialist Educational Conference 
Honoring Black History Month. Two classes 
by Mac Warren, Socialist Workers Party Na
tional Committee. I . "Black Reconstruction 
and the Fight for a Radical Agrarian Reform: 
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1865-1877." Sun. , Feb. 26, II a.m. 2. "The 
Defeat of Radical Reconstruction and the Rise 
of Jim Crow: 1877-1920." Sun. , Feb. 26, 2 
p.m. United Black Community Fund Bldg. 
1900 Pendelton St. Donation: $2. Ausp: Young 
Socialist Alliance. For more information can 
(314) 772-4410. 
Malcolm X: The Man and His Ideas. Speak
ers: Alice Windom, leader of National Associa
tion of Black Social Workers, met with Mal
colm X in Ghana in 1964; Mac Warren, 
Socialist Workers Party National Committee. 
Sun., Feb. 26, 7 p.m. United Black Community 
Fund Bldg. 1900 Pendelton St. Donation: $2 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor
mation can (314) 772-4410. 

NEW JERSEY 
Newark 
Black History Month Forum Series: Black 
Political Perspectives in 1984- Which Way 
Forward? Panel discussion. Translation to 
Spanish. Fri., Feb. 24; dinner, 6:30 p.m., 
forum, 7:30 p.m. 141 Halsey (corner of 

. Raymond). Donation: forum, $2; dinner, $3 . 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor
mation call (201) 643-3341 . 
Socialist Workers Campaign Open House. 
Speaker: Priscilla Schenk; Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for U.S. Senate; taped greetings 
from Mel Mason, socialisi presidential candi
date . Buffet dinner, party to follow. Translation 
to Spanish. Sat., March 3, 6:30 p.m. 141 
Halsey St. (corner, Raymond, I block from 
Broad St.). Donation: $3. Ausp: Socialist 
Workers Campaign Committee. For more infor
mation call (20 I) 643-3341. 
Lessons from International Struggles: How 
Women Can Win Equality. Panel to be an
nounced. Translation to Spanish. Fri., March 9; 
dinner ($3 donatio"'), 6:30p.m. ; forum ($2 do
nation}, 7:30 p.m. 141 Halsey St. (corner, 
Raymond , I block from Broad St.). Ausp: Mil
itant Labor Forum. For more information call 

0 (201)643-3341. 

NEW YORK 
Albany 
Malcolm X: The Man and His Ideas. Speak
ers: Tim Holmes; Mike Stevens; George Kon
tanis, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., Feb. 24, 8 
p.m. 23 Central Ave. Donation: $2. Ausp: Mil
itant Labor Forum. For more information call 
(518) 434-3247. 
Manhattan 
Mter 50 Years of Struggle •.. Sandino Lives! 
A program of films , videos, slide shows, speak
ers, and music in commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of the assassination of Augusto 
Sandino. Films include A/sino and the Condor 

and Letter From Morazan. Sat., Feb. 25, 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Taller Latinoamericano, 19 W 
21 St. , 2nd floor. Ausp: Casa Nicaragua, Casa 
El Salvador, Casa El Salvador - Comite 
Farabundo Marti, Committee in Solidarity With 
the Peoples of Guatemala, others . For more in
formation call (212) 243-2678. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Greensboro 
Public Meeting to Stop the Deportation of 
Hector Marroquin. Speakers: Hector Marro
quin, Mexican-born socialist fighting deporta
tion by the Immigration and Naturalization Ser
vice; W.W. Finlator, national board of Ameri
can Civil Liberties Union; representatives from 
North Carolina NAACP, North Carolina Na-

- tioniil Lawyers Guild, and Winston-Salem Na
tional Black Independent Political Party. Sat., 
Feb. 25, 7:30p.m. Church of the Redeemer, 
901 E Friendly Ave. Ausp: Political Rights De
fense Fund, N.C. National Lawyers Guild, 
Carolina Refugee Fund, Triad Citizens Con
cerned for Central America. For more informa
tion call (919) 272-5996 . 

OHIO 
Cincinnati 
South Africa: White Rule, Black Revolt. 
Speakers: Art Slater; Sarah Gardner, president 
of Cincinnati Coalition of Black Trade Union
ists; Charles Hughes, member of National 
Black Independent Political Party; Robert 
Thomas. Sun., Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m. 4945 Pad
dock Rd. (Bond Hill). Donation: $2. Ausp: Mil
itant Labor Forum. For more information call 
(513) 242-7161. 
Cleveland 
Malcolm X and Black Liberation in 1984. A 
·panel discussion. Speakers: Paul Hill, instructor 
at Cuyahoga Community College; Omari Musa, 
Socialist Workers candidate for Congress, 21st 
C.D.; others . Sat., Feb. 25; refreshments, 6 
p.m.; program, 7 p.m. 15_105 St. Clair Ave. 
Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For 
more information call (216) 451-6150. 

OREGON 
Portland 
Film: With Babies and Banners Sun., Feb. 
26, 7;30 p.m. 711 NW Everett. Donation: 
$1.50. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more 
information call (503) 222-7225. 

TEXAS 
Houston 
Grenada Revolution: Its Victory and Defeat. 
Panel discussion. Translation to Spanish. Fri., 
March 2, 7:30 p.m. 4806 Almeda Rd. Dona
tion: $2. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more infor
mation call (713) 722.8054. 

U.S.-Israeli war in Lebanon 
Continued from Page 6 
- ruthlessly drove PLO fighters loyal to 
Yassir Arafatout of Lebanon, in a criminal . 
blow to the Palestinian liberation struggle. 

Now, Syrian official Mohammed Haider 
said February 17, Syria would be willing to 
"meet America more than halfway," if the 
U.S. government drops its support for the 
May 17 agreement and alters its Mideast 
policy. 

Among the Lebanese opposition forces , 
there are disagreements over whether to 
make Gemayel's resignation a condition 
f~r stopping the fighting. Shi'ite Amal mi
litia head Nabih Berri and Druse leader 
Walid Jumblatt have called for Gemayel' s 
ouster and his replacement by another 
Maronite Christian president. Other oppos
ition figures have refrained from demand
ing that Gemay.el resign. 

Opposition leaders have called for re
forms in the -Lebanese political set-up, 

which gives the majority of power to Chris
tians, a minority. 

Shi'ite Amal militia leaders told report
ers that their forces would block any at
tempts by the PLO to re-establish a pre
sence in Palestinian refugee camps in 
Beirut. The Amal militia took over control 
of the Sabra and Shatlla refugee camps 
february 20 , after most Italian troops sta
tioned there were withdrawn . 

The situation in Lebanon remains explo
sive. On February 22 Christian militia 
leaders said that Israel would be sending 
regular patrols to the town of Jiye, about 20 
miles from Beirut, to help fight Druse mili
tias, An armored column of75 Israeli vehi
cles ainved there February 20. The Israeli 
government also flew an extra 1 ,000 troops 
to its garrison in southern Lebanon. 

The majority of U.S. Marines, mean
while, remained in Beirut, backed up by 
the 25-ship U .S . war force off the coast. 



.·Conference on independent politics backs ·Jackson 
BY LAURA GARZA 

On February 11-12 at Howard University in Washing
ton, D.C., about 200 people attended a conference on in
dependent political action. Many were long-time politi
cal activists. The conference voted to form a new organi
zation, a "National Committee for Independent Political 
Action." 

paign calls on working people to establish their own par
ties - a trade union-based labor party and an indepen-
dent Black party . · 

This definition of independent political action was held 
by few at the conference. The conference organizers de
fined independent political action as being free of control 
of any one party. "Free of control" meant "progressive" 
Democratic Party candidates could still be backed as long 
as they stood on a "people's program." 

that places human needs before profits and defends the 
interests of working people, especially the most op
pressed- Blacks, Latinos, and women. 

While most of those present disagreed with what I 
said, they listened. 

During the conference, both Mel King and Dave Del
linger commented that they agreed with much of what I 
said about the Democratic Party. But backing Jackson 
didn't mean supporting the Democratic Party or its pro
gram, they said. 

Participants included Jitu Weusi, vice-chairperson of 
the National Black United Front; Leslie Cagan of Mobili
zation for Survival; antiwar activist Dave Dellinger; This so-called people's program failed to mention the 

source of the problems working people face -
capitalism. Even those at the conference who identified 
themselves as socialists failed to raise this central point, 
or the need for socialism. AS I SEE IT 

The fact that so many Blacks and others attend Jackson 
campaign rallies hoping for a "change," and for a better 
candidate, I explained, didn't alter the fact that in Jack
son's program the road to freedom goes through reform
ing the two-party system and capitalism. 

Anne Braden, cochairperson of the Southern Organizing 
Committee for Social and Economic Justice; Arthur 
Kinoy; Berkeley mayor Gus Newport; Mel King of the 
Boston People's Coalition; and Carliotta Scott , an aide to 
Democratic California Congressman Ronald Dellums. 
Donna Brazile, of the Jesse Jackson campaign staff, .ad
dressed a conference rally . 

While no specific program was adopted, most partici
pants voiced support for Jesse Jackson's Democratic 
Party presidential campaign. Jackson was presented as a 
"people's candidate." 

Many participants said the Jackson campaign would be 
used to build a multinational, rainbow coalition- whose 
immediate goal would be to defeat Reagan. This rainbow 
coalition, it was said, would help develop a "people's" 
program and build a movement to implement it. 

While the conference mainly discussed electoral polit
ical action, some participants did raise the need to work 
on non-electoral independent protest activities . But no 
specific proposals such as to support labor struggles or to 
organize against U.S. intervention in Central America 
and the Middle East ,' were adopted .• 

The group decided that winning support for the Jack
son campaign would be its major focus . The conference 
also voted to support activities planned for the Democrat
ic and Republican Party conventions, and to convene a 
meeting of "independent" forces after the Democratic 
Party convention to discuss what to do if Jackson is not 
the nominee. 

As a national youth coordinator for the Socialist Work
ers Party campaign of Mel Mason for president and 
Andrea Gonzalez for vice-president, I thought it was im
portant to participate in the conference and discuss the 
1984 elections and independent political action. . 

The Mason and Gonzalez campaign advocates inde
pendent political action by workers and farmers. It ex- · 
plains that the capitalist profit system is the source of 
poverty, racism, sexism, unemployment, and wars. 
Mason and Gonzalez explain that the Democratic and Re
publican parties are both tools used by the capitalists to 
carry out these policies . It is for this reason that our cam-

Ouring the discussion I presented Mason and Gon
zalez's point of view. I agreed that working people faced 
a crisis. And it was this crisis- attacks on our standard 
of living and democratic rights combined with Washing
ton' s wars abroad - that was leading many working 
people to ask more far-reaching questions and to seek 
some new answers . The problem is that the same old sol
utions were being given to them: work within the two
party system to try and reform the existing social system. 

I said this couldn't work. To offer a serious way out of 
the crisis, a party and its candidates must have a program 

While the conference did not register any progress to
ward a break from capitalist politics, discussions on inde
pendent political action will continue . The serious inter
est in the Mason-Gonzalez campaign showed that sup
porters of the socialist campaign can and should partici
pate in meetings like this one. 

West Virginia doctor visits mine in Nicaragua 
Continued from Page 11 
the mine," said Toinas Wilchez, 42, a 
union secretary and miner since age 14. 
"We worked eight hours a day, six days .a 
week, in temperatures as high as II 0 de
grees . The ventilation was terrible . Cave
ins and burns were frequent. All the com
pany cared about was production. When 
you got too old to work, they just gave you 
the 'goodbye.' There was no pension ." 

Enoc Castellon, president of the local 
union: explain'ed some of the improve
ments in miners ' working . conditions and 
benefits since 1979. "In the first place, a 
higher priority is placed on human de
velopment than on production or profit," 
he explained . "We miners know how im
portant production is to our country. We 
have a production committee and we our
selves are responsible for the defense of 
this mine. But adequate ventilation and 
safe working conditions are now our top 
priorities. 

"Our industrywide contract of 1980 gave 
us many economic benefits including eight 
hours' pay for six hours' underground 
work, seven days' pay for six days' work, 
15 days' vacation every six months, 
bonuses for underground work and heat , 

and allowances for food and clothing. Also 
in 1980 a pension was established guaran
teeing pensions to all miners who retired 
before 1979." 

Another miner, Rodolfo Castellon, 
stressed the importance of new health ser
vices and educational programs to the well
being of miners' families. "In the old days 
the company owned the hospital. Miners 
could be hospitalized there but we laid on 
wooden tables and>the only food was what 
our familes brought in . High prices were 
charged to everyone else, including our 
own wives and children. For example , if a 
miner' s wife had to have her baby in the 
hospital, that cost over a month's pay. 

"They deducted the hospital bills from 
-our pay . We were always in debt to the 

company hospital. In 1979 the hospital was 
made a public hospital. All services and 
medicines are provided free . We even have 
prevention programs, well-baby care, pre
natal care, and twice-a-year examinations 
for working miners ." 

A walk down the dirt streets of El Limon 
makes it hard for an American to under
stand how the miners can be so optimistic 
and upbeat about their lives today. By any 
standards the village is poor. Converted 
camp houses, like the Jenny Lynn houses 

of Appalachia's coal camps, are dark and 
crowded. Many are without running water. 

Indoor flush toilets are non-existent. 
Pigs and goats wander through the streets 
as ox-drawn carts bring firewood or 
bananas from the surrounding countryside . 
But comparisons of "us and them" are mis
leading. For the Nicaraguans the only valid 
.comparison is one of the life today with life 
before 1979. One of the biggest changes is 
an end to the violent repression experi
enced at the hands of Somoza's· hated 
Guardia Nacional. 

"Now I breathe free air," said Leone! 
Ruiz, the head nurse at the 12-bed El 

.Limon Hospital. "I can go where I want 
and say what I want . Before there was a!
, ways fear." 
· "In 1978 a special unit of the Guardia 
called EEBI came to our town," Ruben 
Martinez told me. He is a nursing student 
at the hospital, a miner's son. "Many 
families found their sons' corpses in fields 
on the edge of town. They were suspected 
of sympathizing with the FSLN. My father 
used to cry when he saw young men hauled 
through the streets in carts, their hands tied 
behind their backs. My father died in 1981 , 
but he died happy, because he died in a free 
country." 

After three days iri El Lim6n I wondered 
where press reports about declining San
dinista popularity in Nicaragua were com
ing from . Certainly there are members of 
the wealthy Nicaragua business communi
ty and the Roman Catholic hierarchy who 
vocally oppose the Sandinista government 
and the social changes taking place in their 
country. 

[The majority] feel they are I,llOVing not 
toward totalitarianism as President Reagan 
charges but toward popular democracy, 
more democracy than their country has 
ever known . Repeatedly they voiced de
termination to defend Nicaragua against in- . 
vasion, no matter what the cost. 

"We have nothing but respect for you 
Americans," a miner told me . "But you 
must understand one thing. We are pre
pared to shed our last drop of blood in the 
defense of our country." As I listened, I 
prayed that such a terrible sacrifice will not 
be necessary. It seems too high a price for 
the simple rights the Nicaraguans have 
claimed·. 

Dr. Dan Doyle has been a family physician 
and medical director of the New River 
Family Health Center in Fayette County 
since October 1977. 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP---------
Where to find the Socialist Workers Party, 

. Young Socialist Allianc~, and socialist books 
and pamphlets 

ALABAMA: Birmingham: SWP, YSA, 
205 18th St . S. Zip: 35233. Tel: (205) 323-
3079. 

ARIZONA: Phoenix: SWP, YSA, 17 E. 
Southern Ave. (Central and Southern) . Zip: 
85040. Tel: (602) 268-3369. Tucson: SWP, 
YSA, P.O. Box 2585 . Zip: 85702. Tel: (602) 
622-3880 or 882-4094. 

CALIFORNIA: Bay Area District: 2864 
Telegraph Ave. , Oakland. Zip: 94609. Tel: 
(415) 444-3083. Los Angeles: SWP, YSA, 
2546 W. Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006 . Tel: (213) 380-
9460. Oakland: SWP, YSA, 2864 Telegraph 
Ave. Zip: 94609. Tel: (415) 839-5316. San 
Diego: SWP, YSA , 1053 15th St. Zip: 92101 . 
Tel: (619) 234-4630. San Francisco: SWP, 
YSA , 3284 23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (415) 282-
6255 . San Jose: SWP, YSA, 46 1f2 Race St. Zip: 
95126. Tel: (408) 998-4007 . Seaside: SWP, 
YSA, 1184 Broadway. Zip: 93955 . Tel: (408) 
394-1855. 

COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, 126 
W. 12th Ave. Zip: 80204. Tel: (303) 534-8954. 

FLORIDA: Miami: SWP, YSA, 663 Martin 
Luther King Blvd. (NW 62nd St.) Zip: 33150. 
Tel: (305) 756-1020. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: SWP, YSA, 504 Flat 
Shoals Ave. SE. Zip: 30316. Tel : (404) 577-
4065. 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, 3455 S 
Michigan Ave. Zip: 60616. Tel: (312) 326-
5853 or 326-5453. 

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, Activities 
Desk, Indiana Memorial Union. Zip: 47405 . 
Gary: SWP, YSA, 3883 Broadway .. Zip: 
46409. Tel: (219) 884-9509. Indianapolis: 
SWP, YSA, 4850 N. College. Zip: 46205 . Tel: 
(317) 283-6149. 

IOWA: Cedar Falls: YSA, c/o Jim Sprall, 
803 W. lith St. Zip: 50613. Des Moines: 
YSA, P.O. Box 1165 . Zip: 50311. 

KENTUCKY: Louisville: SWP, YSA, 809 · 
E. Broadway. Zip: 40204 . Tel: (502) 587-8418 . 

LOUISIANA: New Orleans: SWP, YSA, 
3207 Dublin St. Zip: 70118 . Tel: (504) 486· 
8048 . 

MARYLAND: Baltimore: SWP, YSA, 
2.913 Greenmount Ave . Zip: 21218 . Tel: (301) 
235-0013. Baltimore-Washington District: 
2913. Greenmount Ave . Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) 
235-0013. . 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: SWP, YSA, 
510 Commonwealth Ave., 4th Floor. Zip: 
02215 . Tel: (617) 262-4621. 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: SWP, YSA, 7146 
W. McNichols. Zip: 48221. Tel: (313) 862-
7755. 

MINNESOTA: Mesabi Iron Range: SWP, 
YSA, 112 Chestnut St., Virginia, Minn. 55792. 
Send mail to P.O. Box 1287. Zip: 55792. Tel: 
(21~) 749-6327 . Twin Cities: SWP, YSA, 508 
N. Snelling Ave. , St. Paul. Zip: 55104. Tel: 
(612) 644-6325. 

MISSOURI: Kansas City: SWP, YSA, 
4715A Troost. Zip: 64110. Tel: (816) 753-
0404. St. Louis: SWP, YSA, 3109 S. Grand, 
#22. Zip:.63118. Tel: (314) 772-4410. 

NEBRASKA: Lincoln: YSA, P.O. Box 
80238 . Zip: 68501 . Tel: (402) 464-8933 . 

NEW JERSEY: Newark: SWP, YSA, 141 
Halsey . Zip: 07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341. 

·NEW MEXICO: Albuquerque: SWP, 
YSA, 1417 Central Ave. NE. Zip: 87106. Tel: 
(505) 842-0954. 

NEW YORK: Capital District (Albany): 
SWP, YSA, 23 Central Ave. Zip: 12210. Tel: . 

·(518) 434-3247. New York, Brooklyn: SWP, 
YSA, 335 Atlantic Ave. Zip: 11201. Tel: (212) 
852-7922. New York, Manhattan: SWP, 
YSA, 79 Leonard. Zip: 10013. Tel: (212) 226-
8445. New York: City-wide SWP, YSA, 79 
Leonard. Zip: 10013. Tel: (212) 925-1668. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Piedmont: SWP, 
YSA, 301 S. Elm St., Suite 522 . Greensboro. 
Zip: 27401. Tel: (919) 272-5996. 

OHIO: Cincinnati: SWP, YSA, 4945 Pad
dock Rd. Zip: 45237. Tel: (513) 242-7161. 
Cleveland: SWP, YSA, 15105 St . Clair Ave. 
Zip: 44110. Tel: (216) 451-6150. Toledo: 
SWP, YSA , 2120 Dorr St. Zip: 43607. Tel: 
(419) 536-0383 . 

OREGON: Portland: SWP, YSA, 711 NW 
Everett. Zip: 97209. Tel: (503) 222-7225. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, Edin
boro State College. Zip: 16444. Tel: (814) 734-
4415. Harrisburg: SWP, YSA, 803 N. 2nd St. 
Zip: 17102. Tel: (7!7) 234-5052. Philadel
phia: SWP, YSA, 2744 Germantown Ave. Zip: 
19133. Tel: (215) 225-0213 . Pittsburgh: SWP; 
YSA, 141 S. Highland Ave. Zip: 15206. Tel: 
(412) 362-6767. State College: YSA, P.O. 
Box 464, Bellefonte. Zip: 16823. Tel: (814) 

238-3296. 
RHODE ISLAND: Providence: YSA, P.O. 

Box 261, Annex Station. Zip: 02901. 
TEXAS: Austin: YSA, c/o Mike Rose, 7409 

Berkman Dr. Zip: 78752. Tel. (512) 452-3923. 
Dallas: SWP, YSA, 2817 Live- Oak. Zip: 
75204. Tel: (214) 826-4711. Houston: SWP, 
YSA, 4806 Almeda. Zip: 77004. Tel: (713) 
522-8054. San Antonio: SWP, YSA, 2811 
Guadalupe, #100. Zip: 78207. Tel: (512) 432- · 
7394. 

UTAH: Price: SWP, YSA, 23 S. Carbon 
Ave., Suite 19; P.O. Box 758. Zip: 84501. Tel: 
(801) 637-6294. Salt Lake City: SWP, YSA, 
677 S. 7th East, 2nd Floor. Zip: 84102. Tel: 
(801) 355-1124. 

VIRGINIA: Tidewater Area (Newport 
News): SWP, YSA, 5412 Jefferson Ave., Zip 
23605. Tel: (804) 380-0133. 

WASIDNGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA, 3106 
Mt. Pleasant St. NW. Zip: 20010. Tel: (202) 
797-7699. Baltimore-Washington District: 
2913 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, Md. Zip: 
21218 . Tel: (301) 235-0013 . 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: SWP, YSA, 
5517 Rainier Ave. South. Zip: 98118. Tel: 
(206) 723-5330. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Charleston: SWP, 
YSA, 1584 A Washington St. East. Zip: 25311. 
Tel: (304) 345-3040. Morgantown: SWP, 
YSA, 957 S. University Ave. Zip: 26505. Tel: 
(304) 296-0055. 

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: SWP, YSA, 
4707 W. Lisbon Ave. Zip: 53208. Tel: (414) 
445-2076. 
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-EDITORIALS----------

Reagan vows to stay in Lebanon 
Soon after Reagan announced that the marines station

ed at the Beirut airport would be redeployed to offshore 
ships, a White House aide declared: 

"The mission remains. The goals remain. We are look
ing for more effective ways to do it." 

"The mission" of the marines was to help prop up an 
unpopular regime imposed on Lebanon by Washington 
and Israel. Now the army of the Gemayel government 
has been badly battered by opposition forces and has suf
fered mass defections- a big setback for Washington. 

But despite this, Reagan is dead S'erious when he de
clares the U.S . forces are not "bugging out." 

He has opted - for the time being - to put greater 
stress on the enormous firepower of the offshore armada 
of 25 U.S. warships. This involves less likelihood of 
U.S. casualties, which were becoming politically costly 
for the Reagan administration. 

In his February 7 redeployment announcement, 
Reagan declared: 

"I have authorized U.S. naval forces ... to provide 
naval gunfire and air support against any units firing into 
greater Beirut. . . . 

"U.S. military personnel will remain on the ground in 
Lebanon for training and equipping the Lebanese army 
and protecting the remaining per.sonnel. ... 

"Our naval and marine forces offshore will stand 
ready, as before, to provide support for the protection of 
American and other MNF [Multinational Force] person
nel in Lebanon." 

Washington is not alone in its resolve to continue mil
itary intervention against the people of Lebanon. 

Three other imperialist powers have also been occupy
ing the Beirut area. The British troops have been pulled 
out of the city now, but remain on a ship offshore. The 
Italian government removed most, but not all, of its 
troops. Over I ,000 French soldiers remain in Beirut. The 
Italian and French governments have nised the idea of 
replacing the current multinational troops with a United 
Nations occupation force . 

Meanwhile, Israel, which launched its brutal invasion 
of Lebanon in June 1982, still occupies most of southern 
Lebanon. Its planes are again bombing civilian areas. 

To bolster its occupation forces, Israel is organizing 
ultraright thugs, the Guardians of the Cedar, into a fas
cist-like paramilitary force to suppress the population in 
·southern Lebanon. 

Meanwhile, although some 1 ,500 marines will be re
deployed from shore to ship, some 500 U.S. military per
sonnel will remain in Beirut for "security" purposes and 
to continue the training of the badly battered Lebanese 
army. 

The U.S. offshore force is formidable . 

The flotilla includes the aircraft carriers John F. Ken
nedy and Independence. Together, they carry 'about 150 

- planes. 
There are destroyers, cruisers, mid-size frigates, sup

ply ships and the battleship New Jersey. 
An amphibious unit is centered around the Guam, an 

18,000-ton helicopter carrier that served as the command 
· ship during last October's invasion of Grenada. 

The marine amphibious unit now in Beirut is made up 
of veterans of the Grenada takeover. 

The accompanying amphibious ships include the 
17,000-ton Trenton, a troop transport ship; the 12,000-
ton Fort Snelling, a dock landing ship; and two 8,500-ton 
ships for landing tanks, the Barnstable County and the 
Manitowoc . - · 

With the redeployment from the airport, there will be a 
force of 2,200 marines aboard these ships, plus an unre
ported number of support personnel. 

That kind of a massive military presence is not being 
maintained simply to bolster Reagan's image during an 
election year. 

The heavy guns of these ships have already pounded 
Lebanese villages. Reagan's February 7 order authorizes 
more such bombings by U.S. ships, and planes as well . . 

And, if the need and opportunity presents itself, U.S. 
forces will go back ashore- with a lot more than several 
hundred "peacekeeping" troops. 

The majority of the U.S. people oppose U.S. troops in 
Lebanon. Already in January, 58 percent of those queried 
in an ABC News-Washington Post poll wanted them out 
-up from 37 percent last October. 

The Democrats have noted this anti-intervention senti
ment and have tried to capitalize on it to gamer votes. But 
this is strictly a shell game. They have no basic quarrel 
with Reagan's insistence on maintaining a heavy military 
force there. 

It was the Democrats who pushed through the War 
Powers Act last fall that authorized the marines staying in 
Lebanon for 18 months, with a possible extension. As 
sentiment mounted in this country against the marine pre
sence there , Oemocrats began talking about withdrawal 
and putting forward some timid resolutions in Congress. 

But they quickly shelved these resolutions when the 
Lebanese army began to crumble and Reagan announced 
his redeployment scheme. 

Democratic front-runner Walter Mondale responded to 
the Reagan announcement with the assertion, "I stand for 
the continuing stationing of U.S. naval forces at sea . . .. " 

Later Mondale added that he would oppose withdrawal 
of the Israeli occupation forces from Lebanon. 

The U.S. Mideast policy has been bipartisan from the· 
start. That policy has been to achieve an ever tighter U.S. 
grip on the oil-rich Mideast, and to combat growing op
position from the Arab peoples, led by the Palestine Lib
eration Organization (PLO). 

Maintaining a proimperialist government in Lebanon 
has been a key part of the U.S. drive for domination of 
the entire area. 

It's well to remember that back in 1958 Washington 
carried out a direct invasion of Lebanon. Under orders 
from then President Eisenhower - with Democratic ap
proval - the 6th Fleet, bearing nuclear arms, steamed 
into Lebanese waters . In July of that year, 10,000 
mari~s stormed ashore. 

The pretext? Like today, "to assist the government of 
Lebanon in the preservation of . : . territorial integrity 
and independence." 

The fact? To try to save a hated pro-U.S. president try
ing to illegally extend his term in office, and to stem a ris
ing anti-imperialist tide in Lebanon and neighboring 
countries. 

Such was the depth of nationalist liberation sentiment 
in the area that the troops soon had to be withdrawn. 

But Washington, and the oil barons, never yielded an 
inch in their determination to maintain and strengthen 
their hold on the area. 

That's why, in September of 1982, the marines were 
dispatched to Lebanon as "peacekeepers." 

They were to be home, we were told- remember?
by Christmas of that year. 

A year and a half later, with a marine toll of 264, the 
order was issued to redeploy them, offshore. 

· But it would be wishful thinking to interpret that tacti
cal move as meaning that Washington has given up to any 
degree in its determination to control Lebanon and the 
surrounding oil-rich area- by any means necessary. 

This means U.S. working people must demand, more 
than ever, an immediate, total withdrawal of U.S., Is
raeli, French, British, and Jtalian forces from Lebanon 
and the surrounding waters . That means bring the ships 
home, with all the remaining "advisers" and other mili
tary personnel. Halt all military aid to the Israeli and 
Lebanese governments. End the Multinational Force in
tervention. Let the people of Lebanon, and the entire 
Mideast, determine their own future. 

Refugee-rights fighters jailed 
The government has made a new move to victimize 

Salvadoran refugees and church activists extending sol
idarity to them. 

On February 17, members of the U.S. Border Patrol, a 
divisiQn of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS), arrested the occupants of a car just north of the 
Mexican border, in the Rio Grande Valley. 

These included two Salvadoran women, the infant 
daughter of one, a U.S. nun, a social worker, and are
porter for the Dallas Times Herald who was accompany-
ing them as a 'news assignment. • 

The nun and soCial worker were volunteer workers 
with Casa Romero, a haven for refugees in the area. 

The arrests were among the first involving church ac
tivists aiding Salvadoran refugees. Some 88 churches 
across the couhtry have declared it their policy to grant 
sanctuary to Salvadoran refugees and many have ac
cepted the offer of solidarity (see story on page 8). Until 
now the INS seemed to have a policy of avoiding a direct 
confrontation with the church groups. But it has re
mained steadfast in its refusal to grant political asylum or 
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even extended residence status to· those fleeing the re
pressive U.S.-sponsored regime in El Salvador. 

Tens of thousands of Salvadorans have sought refuge 
in this country, and, as of a year ago, some 12,000 had 
formally applied for political asylum. 

Extensive evidence has been presented establishing 
that many of those deported back to El Salvador have suf
fered jail and death. 

The nun, social worker, and reporter jailed in Texas 
were charged with "transporting" undocumented immi
grants and "conspiring" to transport them. 

Such charges are usually used against "coyotes" -
professional smugglers of undocumented immigrants. 
They've also been used in the past, as in this case, to vic
timize those who counsel undocumented immigrants. 

No charges were preferred against the Salvadorans. 
But the section chief of the Border Patrol said they were 
being held as material witnesses and will probably be 
charged with being "illegal aliens." Which means that, if 
successful , the government will return them to the wait
ing hands of its murderous client regime in San Salvador. 

Carlos Fonseca 
on the-life 
of SaDdino 

February 21 marks the 50th anniversary of the murder 
of Augusto Cesar Sandino, national hero of Nicaragua. 
Sandino organized an army in 1927 to drive out the U.S. 
Marines, who had occupied Nicaragua in 1926. While 
the wealthy Nicaraguan ruling families were afraid to 
struggle for national sovereignty, Sandino organized 
workers and peasants in battles to oust the marines, who 
finally withdrew in 1933, after setting up the notorious 
National Guard headed by the Somoza family, On Feb. 
21 , 1934, Sandino was assassinated by the guard. 

The following are excerpts from an article called "Viva 
Sandino," written by Carlos Fonseca Amador, one of the 
founders and longtime central leaders of the Sandinista 
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National Liberation Front (FSLN). The FSLN was 
formed in 1961 to continue Sandino's struggle for a free 
Nicaragua. Fonseca was killed by the guard in 1976. In 
1979, the FSLN triumphed. Describing Sandino's early 
life, Fonseca wrote: 

"Sandino was born May 18, 1895, in Niquinohomo. 
From childhood on he earned his living working in the 
fields. A peasant of great natural intelligence, he broke 
through the medieval oppression ofthe milieu and learned 
to read and write. In 1909, at the age of 14, Sandino 
had already heard of the intensification of Yankee inter
ference in the country. 

"Sandino cpuld not attain tranquility in his hometown. 
"In 1921 he left the country. He ~aveled through vari

ous parts of Central America and Mexico, going as far as 
the United States. But the big cities that enabled the 
worker to accumulate savings of a few cents was not the 
horizon he was seeking. 

"Sandino returned to Mexico and went to work in 
Cerro Azul, in the state of Veracruz, as a mechanic in the 
oil fields of the foreign-owned Huasteca Petroleum Com
pimy. 

"Gusts of the proletarian breeze of the Bolshevik Oc...
tober [I 917 Russian revolution], although weaker by the 
time they reached distant American latitudes, arrived in 
Veracruz, Mexico's main port on the Atlantic coast. And 
Sandino labored and sweated near there, in Cerro Azul. 
Although it cannot be said that October was decisive for 
the path that he chose, ids unimaginable that the proleta
rian spirit that was for the first time spreading across the 
planet could not have ·reached the sensitive heart of this 
worker-peasant. 

"Everything was propitious for nourishing his rebel 
spirit. And in May 1926, scorning the privileged comfort 
made possible by his status as a skilled worker, Sandino 
returned to his tormented native land, which was on the 
verge of explosion in the difficult quest for its freedom. 

"He landed in Bluefields, 6n the Atlantic coast, the 
center of the armed antigovernment movement in gesta
tion. He did not stay there, however, nor did he return to 
the southw~stern region of the country where he had been 
born and raised. Instead he headed toward an area that 
had never before occupied center stage in the violent 
traditions of Nicaragua: the Segovias, the mountainous 
north of Nicaragua. 

"To familiarize himself with the region, which he was 
seeing for the first time, he obtained employment in the 
San Albino gold mine, owned by North Americans. A 
few months later, on October 26, 1926, he along with 
other workers helped themselves to dynamite from the 
mine's storehouse and joined the battle against the sell
out regime then in power. 

"Like him, these workers were also of peasant origin 
and had been attracted by jobs in the growing mineral ex
traction industry. They took up arms without ever having 
passe<:t through any trade-union experience. You could 
say that for these rebels the decisive factor was the coun
try's tradition of popular rebellion." 

Fonseca described Sandino as . "a patriot" and "a pro
letarian in arms." He quoted from Sandino's statement ti
tled "Manifesto of San Albino Mine": 

"I am a worker of the city, an artisan as we say in this 
country, but my thinking ranges along the broad horizon 
of internationalism and the right to be free and demand 
justice, even if attaining that state of perfection requires 
shedding the blood of myself and others. The oligarchs, 
those geese of the swamp, will say that I am a plebian. It 
doesn't matter. My greatest honor is to have come from 
the midst of the oppressed, the soul and sinews of the 
race ... . 

"You come, you morphine-addicted clods of earth, to 
murder us on our own soil. I await you, standing firmly 
in front of my patriotic soldiers, no matter how many of 
you there are. But keep in mind that when it comes to 
pass,. the destruction of your great numbers will reverber
ate through the Capitol in Washington. It is your blood 
that will redden the white dome that crowns your famous 
White House, the den where your crimes are plotted." 
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U.S. invasion of Russia 
As a postscript to the fine article 

on "When U.S. troops were sent 
to Russia" (Militant, Feb . 10, 
1984) I would like to add the fol
lowing. 

While President Reagan refuses 
to acknowledge that U.S. forces 
were engaged in a war to crush the 
first workers and peasants revolu
tion in world history -at a cost of 
244 Americans dead and 305 
wounded in the Archangel cam
paign alone - the remaining sur
vivors of that ill-fated expedition 
have not forgotten . 

scribing the gains that still exist
even if partial - from their revo
lutions . Articles , for example , on 
what life is really like for a worker 
there. 

My work over the past year has 
been in ~ garment shop with Cen
tral Americans . Though they are 
usually more interested in what 
life is like in Cuba- which I am 
fairly wyll informed about by 
reading Intercontinental Press , 
the Militant, and Granma - at 
times the discussion goes to East
ern Europe and the Soviet Union . 
On this subject I do not feel well 
enough prepared. 

jection at the local health center, I 
waited while the Sandinista sol
diers tried to locate some transpor
tation. (Fuel is difficult to come by 
due to the bombing of storage 
tanks by U.S.-backed counterrev
olutionaries .) 

I needed to be taken to the 
nearest emergency hospital, which 
was Trinidad Guerra Emergency 
Hospital in Matagalpa, 30 miles 
away. The soldiers were finally 
able to free one of the military ve
hicles and accompanied me to the 
hospital. 

On May 22 , 1983 , those former 
members of the 339th Infantry Re
giment who still survive, the 
youngest of whom is 87 years old, 
held what was to be their last reun
ion at the Book Cadillac Hotel in 
Detroit, Michigan. The remains of 
87 of their comrades who lost their 
lives in combat in northern Russia 
are buried in White Chapel Ceme
tery, Troy, Michigan. 
Erling Sannes 

For instance , how many people 
know that the German Democratic 
Republic has a higher Gross Na
tional Product - not to mention 
the- way it's distributed - than 
Spain, Portugal, Ireland, Italy , 
Greece, and England? What about 
medical care, food consumption , 
education, and so on? And what 
are the conditions on the job, what 
sort of safety laws do they have, 
what is the pace of work? 

Upon arriv;tl the soldiers re
ported my condition to the doctors 
and I was seen immediately . My 
attending physicians were Cuban 
and Nicaraguan. Without ques
tions regarding money or insur
ance I was given medical treat~ 
·ment- health care in Nicaragua, 
as in Cuba, is free because it's 
socialized. An x-ray was taken. 
After it was read, I was diagnosed 
and given an anesthetic, Tubes 
were inserted into my lung and my 
broken bones were wrapped. 

know under the circumstances -
eat, bed pan, water, etc. The doc
tors - not just one - came to 
check on me daily . They always 
stopped to give me an assuring 
smile when visiting other patients, 
and they often held my hand. 

trying to destroy. 
Judith Singer 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Correction 
Last week's Union Talk, "San 

Diego Machinists stand up to 
Teamster raid," contained two er
rors. First, Convair has not yet · 
begun contract negotiations . Sec
ond , Bill Weigand, not Justin 
Ostro, will be heading up the con
tract negotiating committee . 

Bismarck, North Dakota 
AI Campbell 

More articles, please Cambridge, Massachusetts Hours had passed and as I was 
being taken to my room, which I 
shared with 20 other women, the 
soldiers appeared again, this time 
to see how I was. I gave them a se
dated smile and they then left, 
knowing I was in good hands. And 
I was . 

One of the Nicaraguan doctors 
even brought in some books writ
ten in English for me to read. 
Another brought in the latest issue 
of Time magazine. My fellow pa
tients and their visitors would 
brush my hair and help me eat. Nicaragua brigade 

When looking through back is
sues of the Militant recently, I 
noticed that the number of articles 
on Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union, except Poland, has 
dropped a lot in the last couple of 
years . Even before this period, the 
Militant's coverage was largely, 
though not exclusively , coverage 
of dissidents in those countries . 

What I would like to see more 
of is articles on these societies de-

I recently returned from work
ing in Nicaragua with the coffee 

. brigades. While there I was in a 
·serious accident, the result of 
which was a collapsed lung, four 
broken ribs, a broken collar bone, . 
and a dislocated shoulder. 

I needed immediate emergency 
help. After receiving a sedative in-

I speak very little Spanish, but I 
was never afraid. The soldiers and 
the immediate care by the doctors 
had made me feel comfortable . 

· The nurses helped me with 
Spanish words I would need to 

I spent a week in that hospital 
and upon leaving my total bill was 
zero. My physical condition was 
great and my state of mind was 
one of awe. Such nice people, 
such capable medical personnel, 
such kind faces, all helping a 
North American in their country, a 
country the U.S. government is 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be · abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name. 

Bar S shuts doors after workers vote union back in 
BY KAETHEJEAN BLEICHER 

SEATTLE - In the latest of a series of attacks on 
United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) Local 
186 in Seattle, BarS Foods announced January 31 thatit 
would shut its doors March 2. Over 300 production 
workers will be thrown out on the streets. The majority 
are Black and Asian; 50 percent are female. 

The plant was owned by Cudahy-Bar S and used to 
have a starting union wage of $10.40 a.n hour. The plant 
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closed in 1981 and reopened nonunion days later as Bar S 
Foods . The new starting wage was only $4 .50. 

The union immediately filed a complaint with the Na
tional Labor Relations Board (NLRB) charging that the 
owners closed the plant in order to break the union and 
lower wages . The NLRB, however, ruled in the com
pany's favor. 

In addition, Cudahy Foods refused to pay severance 
pay to workers over the age of 55. They said these work
ers can draw from their pensions instead. 

Tim Day, the new president of BarS and a board mem
b~r of Cudahy Foods, said he doubted the plant would go 
union again. · 

He was wrong. 

In August 1983 the workers voted to recertify the 
union, UFCW Local 186. A few months later, in De
cember, Cudahy was ordered to pay over $640,000 to 
those workers it had refused sever'!nce pay to. With the 
help of the union, the workers had taken Cudahy to court, 
and won. This victory was seen by everyone as proof of 
the value of having a union and of the possiblities of win
ning . As one guy said, ''Hell, you have to have a union . 
They'd try the same thing with us if we lasted that long." 

When I started working at Bar S everyone was talking 
about the upcoming contract negotiations . One of the 
first conversations I had was about how bad the working 
conditions were without a contract. Everyone wanted 
changes and thought the company would have to start 
paying for sick leaves and uniforms and would have to 
raise wages . The biggest change, people thought, would 
come in reducing forced overtime and cleaning up the 
plant. 

In the. bacon department conditions are especially bad. 
The whole department is kept at 40 degrees. ~eople wear 
four and five layers of clothes, sometimes even their 
coats, but still get sick . Standing around in puddles han
dling cold bacon for 8 to 10 hours a day is bone-chilling. 
Everyone continues to work, however, because there is 
rio sick pay . 

It was a standing joke that the only way to get off the 
line was to die . But even then they'd just shove you over 
to make room for the next person. 

There was pretty widespread recognition that the 
warehouse inventory would be used to force a strike 
when the contract negotiations began . And as several 
supervisors quit and were not replaced, one coworker 
commented, "yeah, like rats leaving a sinking ship." This 
gave voice to the rumors that the company would shut 
down the plant rather than negotiate . 

In this situation of an impending plant shutdown, 
many of my coworkers are more interested in discussing 
politics . A Black coworker, for example, read the Inter
continental Press interview with Grenadian revolution
ary leader, Don Rojas . He later came to the Militant 
Bookstore to see what else we had. Because of our con
versations about the need for union solidarity and what it 
will take to win against the bosses' attacks, he also 
bought aM ilitant. In his words, "Bourgeois democracy is 
not real, even if people can vote." 

Another Black coworker bought three Militants- one 
for herself and two for her family . We talked a lot about 
the Socialist Workers Party and what it stood for. Once I 
explained how socialists learn from each other and dis7 
cuss things out as a group. She said, "That's what work
ers have to do, get together so we don't always get beat." 
She said she may help us sell the Militant. 

From these discussions and others, I know that the de
fiant mood of my coworkers will lead to more resolve to 
find ways of fighting back . . 

'Truth Crushed to the Earth Will Rise Again' 
Truth Crushed to the Earth Will Rise Again. Pro

duced by the National Black United Front. Interview 
with Don Rojas conducted by Adeyemi Bandele. 80 
minutes, standard speed VHS videotape. Available 
from the Militant. 

BY MITCHEL ROSENBERG 
In Truth Crushed to the Earth Will Rise Again , Don 

Rojas, a leader of the Grenada revolution, assesses its 
impact on the world and provides a powerful refutation of 
U.S. imperialism's lies about the Caribbean island 's rev
olutionary process . 

Don Rojas was, until the overthrow of Grenada's 
People's Revolutionary Government, press secretary to 

IN REVIEW 
slain Prime Minister Maurice Bishop. Rojas also edited 
the Free West Indian for a time, revolutionary Grenada's 
national · newspaper. 

Truth Crushed to the Earth . . . is an interview with 
Rojas taped in December 1983 in Toronto, where Rojas 
is currently living . Produced by the National Black 

United Front (NBUF), the interview was conducted by 
.Adeyemi Bandele, vice-chairman of international affairs 
for NBUF. 

In the videotape , Rojas seeks to use Grenada's four 
and a half years of experience in carrying out its revolu
tion to advance the international struggle for national lib-
eration and socialism. · 

Rojas' first-hand knowledge of his subject is-indisput
able. He explains , in detail, the recent history of Gre
nada' s struggle against former U.S.-backed dictator Eric 
Gairy. He describes the forging of the New Jewel Move
ment (NJM) in 1973, the party that led the March 1979 
revolution, which established a workers and farmers gov
ernment with Bishop at its head. 

Rojas , ·a leader of the NJM, also describes the course 
of the revolution, emphasizing the creation of vehicles 
for popular rule - the mass organizations of workers, 
women, and youth and the neighborhood and workplace 
councils . Rojas calls this involvement of the masses in 
running their own lives the "single most important" as
pect of the revolution . 

Among other topics discussed is the role of the revolu
tionary party and its relationship to the people as a whole, 
as well as the internal functioning of the NJM. 

Rojas details the role played over the years by Deputy 

Prime Minister Bernard Coard, whose secret faction 
within the NJM organized the overthrow of the revolu
tionary government. He discusses the divisions in the 
People's Revolutionary Army officer corps caused by 
"the ultraleftism which was running amok - running 
rampant - inside the [NJM] central committee" and in 
the army among Coard supporters. 

Maurice Bishog, with whom Rojas shared an ex
tremely close collaboration, is also profiled in the vid-
eotape . 

Rojas relates first-hand Bishop's final struggle to sal
vage the revolution and to restore the workers and farm
ers government to power when he was released from 
house arrest by thousands of his supporters. 

One of the most important sections of the interview is 
Rojas' description of Cuban-Grenadian relations, which 
he calls "very close, very loyal, fraternal, and exceed
ingly principled." 

To date , there is no better testimony to the Grenada 
revolution's accomplishments than this videotape. Rojas' 
insights go a long way toward drawing out the lessons 
that Grenada offers for revolutionary fighters every
where, including here in the United States . 

For information on how to rent this videotape, see ad 
on page 9. 
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Grenada's farming gains under fire 
Gov't begins returning state farms to private owners 
BY MOHAMMED OLIVER 

ST. GEORGE'S, Grenada - Agricul
ture is the bedrock of this nation's econ
omy. Important advances in agricultural 
production were made following the March 
13, 1979, Grenada revolution. These ad
vances, spearheaded by the People's Revo
lutionary Government (PRG) led by mur
dered Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, are 
now under attack. 

Most agricultural production here is 
oriented towards export. Bananas and 
cocoa are the biggest cash crops. That's 
why Grenadians, like many peoples domi
nated by imperialism, found they could not 
feed themselves despite the rich and fertile 
soil of their country. 

The PRG sought to tum this situation 
around. A state-run sector of farms concen
trated on the production of foodstuffs. The 
revolutionary government inherited 20 
state farms from the regime of U.S . -backed 
dictator Eric Gairy. In addition, the PRG 
set up 12 more state farms through exprop
riating underused or idle lands . . 

Increased foodstuffs production helped 
in cutting back on costly imports,. which 
meant savings that could aid in other as-

pects of Grenada's economic development. 
State farms also provided jobs for many 
unemployed agricultural workers. 

In addition, the PRG set aside land on 
the state farms for the use of agricultural 
cooperatives. These enterprises - set up 
with ·aid from government agencies -
were an important part of the PRG's plan to 
increase production and reduce unemploy
ment. 

The U.S .-imp<)sed interim government 
here - the so-called Advisory Council -
has started returning the state farms to pri
vate owners. The proimperialist regime has 
begun this campaign with the 12 farms 
taken over by the PRG. 

So far, the River Antoine farm is the 
only one to have been returned to its previ
ous owner. This farm W!lS the only state 
farm that made a profit. It 's a sugar-cane 
farm that manufactures rum. 

Other capitalist landlords are clamoring 
for the return of lands expropriated by the 
PRG. The Grenada Farm Corp. (GFC)
the government agency that runs state 
farms - is currently negotiating with the 
previous owners of the Belvedere estate for 

Continued on Page 9 

Since U.S. Invasion, former landlords are clamoring for return of lands expropriated 
by Grenada's workers and farmers .government. Such projects as youth agricu]tural 
school at La Sagasse (above), set up on land formerly owned by a British baron , are 
threatened. · 

Louisville officials threaten desegregation plan 
BY GALE SHANGOLD 

LOUISVILLE - "This plan goes so far 
in the wrong direction that it ought to be re
jected totally. The sooner the bett.er for our 
community ~ The [school] board would not 
be acting with undue haste if it rejected this 
proposal right here and now," said Galen 
Martin, executive director of the Kentucky 
Commission on Human Rights, to a Jeffer
son County School Board meeting. Jeffer
son County includes the city of Louisville. 

At the February 13 meeting, School 
Superintendent Donald lngwerson pro
posed a new Jefferson County desegrega
tion plan·. His proposal, if implemented, 
will sharply reduce the number of students 
bused to achieve school desegregation. 
Martin called the plan "a retreat to segrega
tion." 

The school board meeting was packed. 
The entire meeting was televised and all 
schools were open for th.ose who wanted to 
view it. A hot line has been set up to help 
answer questions about the new proposaL 

1975 busing program 

The school superintendent's plan would 
cut the 1975 federal court-ordered program 
of busing to achieve school desegregation. 
The court order, which resulted from strug
gles led by civil rights supporters; was a 
big victory for Blacks and all workers in 
Jefferson County. The court-mandated 
plan included the busing of both whites and 
Blacks across city and suburban lines. 
While not ending school segregation, sig-

nificant progress was made. 
Blacks are 30 percent of Louisville's 

population and 16 percent of Jefferson 
County's . 
· Presently 26 schools are out of com
pliance with the desegregation guidelines 
set in 1975. Most of the 26 schools exceed 
permissible maximum percentages of 
Black enrollment. But instead of correcting 
these and other inadequacies of the original 
program, the superintendent' s proposal 
would further weaken desegregation ef
forts . 

First, lngwerson's plan permits higher 
percentages of Black enrollment than are 
allowed under the current busing plan. 
Under the plan now in effect Black enroll
ment is limited to 35 percent in secondary 
schools and 40 percent i.n elementary 
schools. The new plan would allow Black 
enrollments of up to 45 percent. By itself, 
this would remove some schools from the 
list of those defined as "out of compliance" 
with desegregation requirements. This 
change, along with some boundary 
changes, would reduce the number of 
schools considered out of compliance from 
last year's 26 to only 4 this fall. 

One-way busing 

Secondly, if the new plan is adopted, 
students would be assigned to high schools 
and middle schools based on where they 
live rather than on the first letters of their 
last names as ordered in 1975. 

Using a geographical plan instead of an 

Copper union leader's home shot up 
BY DAN FEIN 

TUCSON, Ariz.- Phelps Dodge Corp. 
is continuing its campaign of violence and 
intimidation in an attempt to bust the 
unions of striking copper miners in 
Arizona. 

On January 24, at 3 a.m., the house of 
Angel Rodriguez was shot into with nine 
rounds from a 22-caliber rifle. Luckily, no 
one was injured. Rodriguez is president of 
striking United Steelworkers of America 
(USWA) Local 616. The USWA is the 
largest of the 13 unions on strike against 
Phelps Dodge. 

Rodriguez and his family live in the 
co~pany town of Morenci, Arizona, in a 
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company-owned house. On February 14 
two scabs, Lorenzo Gonzales and Edward 
Lizarraga, were arraigned in the crime and 
required to post a $1,370 bond each. Two 
management people from Phelps Dodge 
came up with the bonds immediately -
one was a mill foreman and . the other a 
salaried employee from the company per
sonnel office. 

Phelps Dodge is the leading copper pro
ducer in Arizona and the second largest in 
the United States. The workers have been 
on strike for seven months trying to prevent 
the company from breaking their unions 
and forcing them to accept major conces
sions in their new contract. 

alphabetical one will lead to what civil 
rights leaders call "one-way busing." 
Under geographical busing, all students 
living in certain specified areas known as 
"satellites" would be bused to high schools 
and middle schools in "non-satellite" 
areas. 

All of these satellite areas would be lo
cated in the Black community. This means 
that the only whites who would be bused 
are those that ·live in · the predominantly 
Black satellites. 

In an interview a few days after the 
school board meeting, Ingwerson denied 
that his plan was one-way busing. He said 
2,300 white students would volunteer to go 
to downtown schools that had Spe<(ial pro
.grams to attract them, including a new 
"magnet" school that will be set up at du
Pont Manual High School this fall. 

Ingwerson did not point out, however, 
that in the past school officials have only 
been allowed to count as "bused" those stu
dents who are required to attend specific 
schools for purposes of desegregation. 
Using the 1975 definitions, Ingwerson's 
plan would require only 250 white high 
school students - all of whom live in pre
dominantly Black western Louisville - to 
be bused next year. ~eanwhile, 2,500 
Black students would be bused .to suburban 
high schools. 

Blacks bused more than whites 

Art Walters of the Urban League, speak
iDg for the Kentucky Coalition of Con
science, told the board, "From the begin
ning of the busing plan, Blacks have been 
bused much more than whites . ... Under 
no circumstances should any new plan call 
for anything more disproportionate than 
the average of nine years [of busing] for 
Blacks and four for whites." 

At a press briefing before the school 
board meeting Ingwerson said, "If it 's one
way busing, it's reduced from what it was 
for all . It's reduced for the Black; it' s re
duced for the white," he said. 

But within the first two years, as geo
graphical assignments are · phased in for 
high schools · and middle schools, the 
number of Blacks who are bused would be 
reduced 9.3 percent, while the number of· 
whites who are bused would be reduced 
41.8 percent. . . 

Ingwerson brags that the total two-year 

savings in transportation costs is estimated 
at $300,000. 

Geoff Ellis, of the Louisville NAACP, 
told the school board meeting, "White chil
dren get to attend their neighborhood sub
urban school. No white children at the mid
dle or high school levels will have to attend 
school in the downtown or West End. 
Whites don't have to get bused - only 
Blacks get bused. That is one-way busing 
of Black students. -Is it fair? Of course it 
isn't. 

"The civil rights community and many 
members of the Citizen's Advisory Com
mittee believe that the present alphabetic 
desegregation is a good one. With some 
improvements , it could be a very good 
plan. We do not need to throw out the cur
rent plan like Superintendent Ingwerson 
suggests. It is not a failure. Any failure of 
the current plan rests with the school ad
ministration' s failure to make it work." 

Concluding his statement Ellis said, "In 
the next few days, the Louisville Branch of 
the NAACP will be contacting its legal 
council in New York City. If they deter
mine that Superintendent Ingwerson' s plan 
and the past action of this school board 
have treated Black students unfairly and 
unequally because of their race, the 
NAACP is prepared to reopen the desegre
gation case and keep reopening it until this 
school board lives up to the standard of 
fairness and equality. It has a moral obliga
tion to the children of Jefferson County to 
do just that." 

An assault on Black rights 

Benjamin Hooks, executive director of 
the national NAACP, called Ingwerson's 
proposal "an assault" on Blacks that will 
certainly be challenged in court if approved 
by the school board. Hooks spoke at a . 
news conference in Frankfort, Kentucky, 
the day after the school board meeting. 

Three to six public hearings will be held 
on the new proposal before March 12 when 
the school board is schedulttd.to vote on it. 
These hearings promise to be the focus of 
mobilizations for supporters - as well as 
opponents - of busing. 

Civil rights organizations and other con
cerned people are in the process of discuss- · 
ing how to respond to this big attack on 
Black rights . 




