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After August 27: how can we 
' 

win jobs, peace, and freedoiD? 
Where do we go from here? 
We have come to Washington, D.C., 

and San Francisco August 27 to demand 
from the government jobs, peace, and free
dom. 

Through the initiative of the major Black 
civil rights organizations, a broad-based 
coalition was formed to build these actions 
- an unprecedented alliance of Blacks, 
Latinos, women , farmers, and the or
ganized-labor movement. 

We clearly represent the vast majority of 
U.S. society. Our demands are in the in-

EDITORIAL 
terests of all working people - those 
marching and those unable to be here. 

reap gigantic profits from the labor of the 
great majority. 

As long as this system remains, war, un
employment, racism, and discrimination 
against women will continue to plague us. 

We also have to understand that, even 
though we are addressing our demands 
here to the government, this government 
will never represent the interests of work
ing people. Nor, in spite of its pretenses to 
the contrary, is it a neutral arbiter between 
the employers and the workers. It is an in
stitution for upholding the domination of 
the employing class. The military forces , 
courts, cops, two-party system, and the en
tire. governmental bureaucracy are used to 
defend this class and to help it squeeze 
more profits out of workers. 

We saw how the Reagan administration 
smashed the air controllers strike two years 
ago. Today the National Guard and state 
troopers are mobilized to herd scabs into 

Continued on Page 22 

The success of the march clearly opens 
up a needed discussion on how to maintain 
the unity we have achieved and how to use 
that unity to win the demands raised by the 
marchers. 

How? That's the question. 

To answer it we must understand why 
Washington spends trillions of dollars on 
weapons and wages wars of aggression 
against oppressed peophis; why millions 
are out of work; why Blacks and Latinos 
are forced to suffer miserable and humiliat
ing conditions because of their skin color; 
and why women are subjected to discrimi
nation and harassment. 

Nicaraguan peasants repel terror raid 

The reason isn' t to be found in bad 
policies or evil men, although there are 
plenty of both. Rather it is to be found in 
the economic and political system of 
capitalism. In this system a tiny handful 
own the factories , mines, transportation 
system, banks, and most of the land. They 

BY JANE HARRIS 
SAN RAFAEL DEL NORTE, Nicara

gua - Things haven' t been the same in 
this town for the last few days. Not since 
townspeople turned back a surprise attack 
by counterrevolutionaries August 15, kil
ling 29 and wounding others. 

The counterrevolutionaries, called con
tras here, are based in Honduras and fi
'nanced by the U.S. government. They are 
mostly ex-members of the National Guard 
of Nicaragua, which terrorized Nicara
guans before the revolution here in 1979. 

"The contras acted with incredible arro-

gance. They thought everyone here was 
reactionary. What stupidity!" Marcos An~ • 
tonio Gonzalez, head of the voluntary mili
tia here, told the Militant. 

"Here the motor force of our defense is 
the peasantry. Just about everyone is a 
small producer or they are unemployed." 

The contras are hated not only for what 
they did before 1979. Their attacks on 
Nicaraguan villages since January have left 
some 600 people dead. Many have been 
mutilated and scores of women raped. 
Others have been kidnapped and dragged 
across the border to Honduras . 

Troops sent to break Arizona copper strike 
BY RICH STUART 

MORENCI , Az. -As the sun rose on 
Friday morning, August 19, striking cop
per workers in this small mining town were 
greeted by the sight of seven units of the 
Arizona National Guard moving into place 
to help break their strike against the Phelps 
Dodge Cm:p. 

The guardsmen rolled into town equipped 
with armored personnel Carriers, Huey . 
helicopters, automatic weapons, and mas
sive supplies of tear gas. They took up posi
tions directly on Phelps Dodge property, 
overlooking the gates of the mine and the 

union picket lines. Hundreds of state troop
ers outfitted in fu ll riot gear joined them. 

Backed by this show of force, Phelps 
Dodge announced it would reopen the 
Morenci mine the next day . At 6:00 a.m. 
the next morning, the guard and the cops 
escorted a long caravan of cars, rented 
buses, and company trucks fi lled with 
scabs and salaried personnel through the 
gates of the mine. 

This joint action by Phelps Dodge and 
the state government dealt a big blow to the 
copper workers ' strike, which began July 
I . Although negotiations continue, na-

tiona! solidarity from the labor movement 
is urgently needed to aid the embattled 
workers. 

At the beginning of August, strikers had 
scored an important victory. Mass picket 
lines at Phelps Dodge's Morenci, Ajo, and 
Douglas, Arizona, mines stopped the com
pany from bringing in large numbers of 
new strike breakers from outside the area. 
The picket in Morenci led the company to 
shut down the rnine there (its largest oper
ation) for a 10-day period. In addition, the 
company was forced back to the bargaining 
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Hundreds of state troopers invaded copper town of Morenci, Arizona, to herd scabs into struck mine. 

During the late 1920s, San Rafael del 
Norte was a major headqu~ers in Gen. 
Augusto Cesar Sandino's battle to drive out 
the U.S. Marines. The contras began their 
attack last week by trying to kick down the 
doors of the Sandino museum, hoping to 
make a big splash in the international 
press. 

They came up against 13-year-old mili
tia member Lucas Rodriguez, who shot 
two of them. They were also confronted by 
19-year-old militiawoman Maria Axiel 
Rodriguez, who picked up her father's rifle 
after he fell , and killed another contra. 

This town of9,000 has become a symbol 
throughout Nicaragua for its heroism and 
quick action. Its leading combatants re
ceived medals of honor. 

Speaking at the award ceremony August 
18, Humberto Ortega, commander-in-chief 
of the Sandinista People's Army (EPS), put 
the attack on San Rafael del Norte in the 
context of other major clashes that have re
cently taken place in Jinotega and neigh
boring Chinandega provinces. 

"We are confronted with a new counter
revolutionary escalation," he said. "It is 
bigger than the attack earlier this year." · 
That invasion, beginning in February, was · 
carried out by some I ,500 to 2,000 coun
terrevolutionaries. 

The aim of the right-wing's current of
fensive, Ortega said, is to carry out the ob
jectives they were unable to accomplish in 
the earlier offensive - to seize one or two 
important northern population centers, de
clare a "provisional government," and call 
for open U.S. aid. 

As a visit here proved, the contras are 
not going to have an easy time. 

Within twenty-four hours after the at
tack, 80 militia members, including 7 
women (2 of them pregnant), were 
mobilized. They have organized a rear 
guard, arms distribution, clothing, food 
and shelter , trenches, and everything else 
within the last few days. Three hundred 
people, half a battalion, are now armed in 
the area. 

"Before the attack there were a lot of 
young students who didn't see the neces
sity of the militia, but now they do," one 
militiaman commented. 

This town, located in the northern prov
ince of Jinotega, and other towns nearby 

Continued on Page 2 



-SELLING OUR PRESS AT THE PLANT GATE~----.------
BY MARGARET JAYKO 

Initial reports indicate that the 
Militant's front-page coverage last 
week of the Arizona copper strike 
was popular, not only with 
Arizona copper miners, but at in~ 
dustrial worksites around the· 
country and among striking tele
phone workers. 

The regular, weekly plant-gate 
sales of the Militant and Perspec
tiva Mundial by members and sup
porters of the Socialist Workers 
Party and Young Socialist Al
liance are bringing coal miners, 
steelworkers, garment workers, 
and others the copper miners' side 
of the story . 

In fact these are the only na
tional publications that are doing 
so regularly . 

Socialists in Phoenix sold their 
bundle of 250 Militants and PMs 
in a couple of days, and needed to 
order 150 more. 

Two hundred papers were sold 
in Morenci, the small mining town 
in southeastern Arizona where the 
strikers were successful in forcing 
Phelps Dodge to shut down the 
mine for a week . 

The rest were sold in Globe, a 
copper mining town east of 
Phoenix. 

Socialists from Phoenix and 
Tucson got together and went 
door-to-door in Morenci and Ajo, 
a mining town south of Phoenix. 
They sold 45 Militant subscrip-

tions to copper miners · and their 
families. 

The Morgantown, West Vir
ginia, SWP sells many of its pa
pers to coal miners and their rela
tives . They reported that workers 
virtually snatched the paper out of 
salespeoples' hands when they 
saw the picture of two Ajo strikers 
- one male and one ·female -
holding a chain to prevent scabs 
from passing through. 

There were many other reports 
of the way that particular picture, 
which said so much about the de
termination of these workers, in
spired other workers and con
vinced some to check out the Mil
itant. 

At a picket line of five tele
phone workers in downtown 
Newark, New Jersey, two of the 
strikers bought the Militant. Sales
person Brigid Clark reported that 
the workers immediately read the 
back page article on the telephone 
workers strike and then turned to 
the coverage of the copper strike 
and read that through. 

Karen Newton, who works at 
the Exxon oil refinery in Bayway, 
New Jersey, reported that one of 
her coworkers is from Morenci 
and supports the strike. His father 
is a retired copper miner and had 
sent him newspaper clippings 
about the struggle there. 

He asked Newton for a copy of 
the Militant's article on the strike, 
read it, and wants to regularly fol-

low the Militant's coverage. 
SWP and YSA members have 

· also been distributing the Militant 
and PM at telephone workers' 
picket lines and demonstrations. 

As soon as the phone strike 
began, Los Angeles socialists re
leased a solidarity statement, 
which they distributed along with 
their newspapers. 

In Baltimore, supporters of the 
SWP mayoral campaign of Joey 
Rothenberg, a steelworker, par
ticipated in a demonstration of 700 
telephone workers. The Militant's 
coverage of the August 27 march 
and its opposition to the U.S . war 
in Central America netted a 
friendly response from the crowd. 
So did Rothenberg's call for a 
labor party based on the trade 
unions as a fighting alternative to 
both the Democrats and Republi
cans. 

In Washington, D.C., a Com
munications Workers 0f America 
(CW A) picket captain came to a 
film showing sponsored by the 
Militant on the revolution in the 
Caribbean island of Grenada. 

In many cities, socialist workers 
who talked to telephone strikers 
distributed leaflets for August 27 
and found that many of these 
workers plan on being at this im
portant action for jobs, peace, and 
freedom. 

For example, at the struck 
Western Electric plant in Kearny, 

Militant/Rich Stuart 
"Militant" coverage of copper miners' battle to defend unions was 
welcomed in Arizona mining towns. 

New Jersey, socialists reported a 
better than usual response from the 
workers there who were part of the 
strike against AT&T. · 

Socialist Louise Halverson re
ports that while the cops' presence 

was too overwhelming for anyone 
to feel comfortable selling or buy
ing the Militant, strikers wel
comed their support, were eager to 
talk, and willingly took August 27 
coalition leaflets. 

Nicaraguan peasants repel U.S.-backed terror raid 
COntinued from front page 
have been recent targets of the contras. 

GonzaJ.ez explained that coffee accounts 
for 25 percent of Nicaragua's export in
come. Sixty percent of that coffee comes 
from Jinotega and Matagalpa provinces. 
"The contras' strategic goal in the region is 
stopping the coffee harvest. By terrorizing 
the people, they hope to make it hard to get 

. pickers." 
Capt. Francisco Le6n Picardo, head of 

the region's militia, described the military 
situation in the area: 

"It is a difficult war, a war of constant 
ambushes and withdrawals . Our idea is to 
let them pass over the border so we can an
nihilate them on our own territory. If we 
can't do that we want to at least neutralize 
them. By that I mean kill 60 percent of 
them, so they will be forced to go back to 
Honduras and regroup." 

Gonzalez agreed to escort us some 15 
kilometers south to La Concordia, a town 
of about 5,000 people. "La Concordia is 
even more revolutionary than San Rafael 
del Norte. Maybe because it's poorer," he 
told us. 

We arrived at the militia office at dinner 
time and found some very good food - all 
donated from the local farming cooperative 
~ cooking over a fire. 

Teolinda Rivera, one of the town's 
teachers who has volunteered to cook 
brought over a plate full of tortillas, beef, 
fresh cheese, and a cup of .coffee for each 
of the new arrivals. 

"We haven't had classes all week since 
the contras came," she explained. "Every
thing has been for the defense effort. About 
I 00 militia members hav.e been 
mobilized." 

At dawn the next day we saw them 
assembling, an impressive force of all 
ages. The youngest member, aged 12, is 
about as tall as his rifle; the eldest is Niedes 
Moradon, 67~years-old, who served as a 
messenger for Sandino's forces more than 
50 years ago. 

'One united army' 

Some 20 well-armed militiamen were 
assigned to protect five journalists on our 
five-kilometer hike to the cooperative at 
Las Chichiguas, inaccessible from La Con
cordia by car. 

We were told that there were still contras 
in the region. Estimates ranged as high as 
800. The militia took no chances, stopping 
us every five minutes, while a scouting 
team set out ahead. These militiamen were 
all members of the same agricultural 
cooperative. Only a couple of days ago 

Read the truth -

cooperative members shot two contras en
tering their land after retreating from San 
Rafael del Norte. 

"After the combat, we saw that the coun
terrevolutionaries were wearing two sets of 
pants, civilian over their uniforms. And 
they always go with theirBibles, claiming 
that they are killing in the name of God. 
What hypocrisy - killing children and 
raping women!" Edgar Herrera Baldivfa, a 
19-year-old member of the cooperative, 
put in. 

"We're all Catholics here," he continued 
pointing to the crosses on their homes. 
"We're also all members of the militia, the 
reserves, the National Union of Farmers 
and Ranchers [UNAG], and the Sandinista 
National Liberation Front (FSLN). There 
is no other way forward . Before we were 
humiliated by the National Guard, the rich, 
by the Sbmocistas. For us the only com
mand is the FSLN. 

"And here on the co-op we have to func
tion as one united army," Herrera added. 

In the last week the co-op dug trenches 
and made sure that all the families were 
armed -,.. a task made easier by the recent 
arrival of hundreds of brand-new Soviet 
AK-47 assault rifles. 

While this was the first attack on this 
particular co-op, the 106 people who live 

there have felt the effects of the contras for 
some time. 

Impact of attacks 

For example, while adult members of 
the co-op, who passed through the 1980 lit
eracy crusade, are receiving adult educa
tion for two hours after their 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m. workday, their children receive no 
formal education. 

"The school in La Concordia is too far. 
You saw how difficult the path is. We are 
afraid they will be kidnapped," one father 
said. "Maybe, with time, the revolution 
will be able to give us materials to build a 
school here. But we lack teachers as well," 
he added. 

The co-op raises cattle and grows beans 
and corn. The beans were ready to be har
vested when the contras came. With .J 7 of 
the 30 members mobilized in the militia, 
they know they will lose some of the har
vest. 

And what they do harvest will be 
gathered with rifles slung over their shoul
ders, because in the last six months some 
120 ·of their fellow members ·of UNAG 
have been killed by the contras throughout 
Nicaragua. 
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Marcos dictatorship 
guns down opponent 
as opposition grows 
BY FRED MURPHY 

The cold-blooded murder of opposition 
leader Benigno Aquino, Jr., by the Marcos 
dictatorship in the Philippines points up 
that regime's desperation in face of mount
ing mass opposition and a deep economic 
crisis. 

Marcos, one of Washington's key 
clients in Asia, brazenly organized the as
sassination of Aquino, ,despite the fact that 
the international spotlight was turned on 
the Philippines when the country's leading 
oppositionist returned from three years in 
exile. 

The dictatorship had publicly warned 
Aquino to stay out of the Philippines, 
claiming plots had been discovered against 
his life. 

"The only assassins I'm afraid of are Mr. 
Marcos's flring squad," Aquif!o had re
sponded. He had been sentenced to death 
by a military court in 1977 for his opposi
tion to Marcos. 

Marcos blames communists 

Aquino was gunned down at point-blank 
range on August 21, seconds after soldiers 
removed him from the plane on which he 
had arrived at Manila's international air
port. Troops and police had cordoned off 
the area, and journalists and other passen
gers were blocked from leaving the plane 
while the execution took place. 

Marcos claimed afterward that a "pro
fessional killer" disguised as an airport em
ployee had somehow inflltrated the area 
and shot Aquino. This unidentified alleged 
assassin was immediately killed by the sol
diers that had surrounded the plane. But the 
August 23 New York Times cited a 
Japanese journalist on Aquino's plane who 
said "that he had witnessed one of· three 
military guards who escorted the opposi
tion leader off the plane fire at him from a 
distance of less than three feet." 

launched by Marcos a ye!!l" ago. Embol
dened by the unconditional support offered 

. to his rule by Washington, Marcos jailed 
dozens of trade-union leaders, dissident 
priests and nuns, and opposition jour
nalists. Last December a major counterin
surgency drive was launched in the coun
tryside with extensive U.S. advice and sup
port. In April Marcos revealed secret de
crees issued in 1981 imposing the death 
penalty for political crimes such as "sediti
ous" writings and speech or the organiza
tion of opposition rallies. 

These moves were in response to a big 
wave of strikes and labor struggles brought 
on by a sharp deterioration in the Philip
pines' economy. Austerity measures have 
been imposed by the regime at the behest 
of the World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund, which are providing loans 
to help Marcos cope with a $22 billion for
eign debt and a balance-of-payments crisis. 

Marcos also confronts a growing guer
rilla movement in large areas of the Philip
pines countryside under the leadership of 
the New People's Army. The NPA has ex
panded its military activity and geographic 
scope considerably in the past year and has 
gained increasing popular support. It has 
close ties to the National Democratic Front 
(NDF), a bloc of trade unions, peasant or
ganizations, arid organizations of women, 
students, health workers, teachers, 
lawyers, and journalists. Since leading a 
successful mass campaign for a boycott of 
Marcos' phony elections in 1981, the NDF 
has outpaced the bourgeois opposition 
forces grouped around Aquino. 

Marcos evidently feared that Aquino's 
presence in the Philippines could serve to 
rally the various currents of opposition in a 
new campaign against the dictatorship. 
Aquino had recently begun calling for ef
forts to take advantage of economic discon
tent in order to bring down the dictatorship. 

In the speech he had prepared for deliv
ery upon his return, Aquino was to call for 

Philippine Assemblyman Salvador Laurel addresses demonstrators outside Manila 
airport who had come to greet returning opposition leader Benigno Aquino, Jr. 

"national reconciliation . . . but only with 
justice." There could be "no deal with a 
dictator," he wrote, "no compromise with 
dictatorship." 

"The nationwide rebellion is escalating 
and threatens to explode into a bloody rev
olution," he said. "There is a growing 
cadre of young Filipinos who have finally 
come to realize that freedom is never 
granted, it is taken." 

Washington's complicity 

· Benigno Aquino' s blood is also on the 
hands of the Reagan administration, which 
has made all-out support to the Marcos re
gime a cornerstone of its policy for south
east Asia. In June, a new, five-year U.S. 
aid package totaling $900 million was an
nounced as "rent" for Washington's huge 
military installations in the Philippines -
Subic Bay naval base and Clark air base. 
Almost half the sum is direct military aid, 
whit~ the, . rest will be largely devoted to 
military · projects in the guise of 
"economic" aid. 

U.S. police agencies have subjected 
Filipino opponents of the Marcos regime 

living in the United States to spying, 
harassment, and the threat of extradition to 
the Philippines on Marcos' trumped-up 
charges. There is even evidence suggesting 
U.S. complicity in the murder of two 
young Filipino trade unionists by Marcos 
agents in Seattle, Washington, in 1981. 

U.S. officials have repeatedly stressed 
their backing for Marcos. "We love your 
adherence to · democratic principles and 
democratic processes," Vice-president 
George Bush told the dictator in 1981 . Last 
year, Pentagon chief Caspar Weinberger 
afflrmed that Washington would remain "a 
steady and reliable partner" of the Marcos 
regime. And during a visit to Manila this 
June, Secretary of State George Shultz 
hailed the "very special" relationship be
tween the United States and the Philip
pines. 

Reagan himself is set to visit the Philip
pines in November. In a further demonstra
tion of support for Marcos, Reagan refused 
to cancel the trip following Aquino's mur
der. The White House announced that it 
was confident Reagan would be well pro
tected. From Intercontinental Press The journalist said further "that im

mediately after Mr. Aquino was shot, a 
man was pushed out of a military van and 
was shot dead by the armed guard." 

Television fllm of the incident showed 
Aquino leaving the plane with two guards 
directly in back of him and one in front. 
How then could the supposed killer have 
walked up and shot Aquino in the head 
from behind? 

Va. Aug. 27 group backs Bell strike 

Because the regime had been trying to 
block his return, Aquino kept his exact 
arrival time and flight secret and traveled 
under an assumed name. How then did the 
alleged gunman know Aquino was on that 
particular flight when even his family did 
not? 

The regime's responsibility for Aquino's 
murder could hardly be clearer. Nonethe
less, Marcos sought to blame his victim for 
returning to the Philippines despite warn
ings of death plots, and even suggested that 
Aquino's killing had been a "communist 
rubout job." 

The Aquino murder is but the most dras
tic move in a crackdown on all opposition 

·Aquino's murder 
· protested in Seattle 

SEATTLE - Forty spirited picketers, 
predominantly Filipino, marched today in 
front of the Philippine Consulate in re
sponse to the murder of former Philippines 
opposition leader Benigno Aquino. The 
demonstrators demanded a halt to U.S. aid 
to the Marcos regime and the immediate 
closing of all U.S. bases in the Philippines. 

Chants such as "Hey, hey, U.S.A., get 
your bases out today" and "No arms, no aid 
to the Marcos regime, U.S. out of the 
Philippines" were accompanied by a loud
speaker and a drumbeat that could be heard 
for several blocks around the consulate. 

Activists in the Committee Against the 
Marcos Dictatorship- Philippine Solidar
ity Network (CAMD/PSN) handed out 
leaflets explaining the ties between Marcos 
and the Reagan administration. 

BY CHARLES BARNET 
AND RICHARD BOLITHO 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va.- The coali
tion building participation in the Norfolk
Newport News area for the August 27 
march on Washington has passed a resolu
tion in support of striking telephone work
ers. 

The resolution, which was introduced by 
a member of the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers (IBEW), one of the 
striking unions, states: 

"To the Communications Workers of 
America - AFL-CIO, The Tidewater 20th 
Anniversary Coalition of Conscience 
would like to extend greetings and solidar
ity to you in your work stoppage against 
AT&T Corp. 

"As we build the August 27 demonstra
tion for Jobs, Peace, and Freedom, we are 
reminded that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
stood for the right of working people to or
ganize and defend themselves against those 
who would seek higher profits at the ex
pense of human justice. 

"It is in this spirit that this body- which 
represents a broad coalition of trade 
unions, civil rights, civic, religious lead
ers, and community activists- extends its 
solidarity." 

Two coalition members read the resolu
tion at a meeting of Communication Work
ers of America (CW A) Local 2205 in New
port News and received a lengthy ovation. 
The resolution was also sent to CWA locals 
2202 in Norfolk and 2275 in Virginia 
Beach. 

The coalition voted to have a representa
tive from the CW A speak at a rally August 
20 in preparation for the Washington 
march. 

The CW A has some 2, 700 members in 
the Norfolk-Newport News area. On Au
gust 14, 1,000 CWA members and suppor
ters from other unions and the community 

marched and rallied in downtown Norfolk. 
In Newport News there has been a flying 

picket squad of 80 CW A members which 
travels from worksite to worksite to rein
force picket lines. 

Coalition members have visited picket 
lines to express solidarity and distribute lit
erature on August 27. 

The Tidewater 20th Anniversary Coali
tion has substantial labor participation. The 
CW A has been active in building August 
27 since before the strike. 

Other unions building August 27 include 
United Steelworkers of America Local 
8888 at the Newport News shipyard, 
United Auto Workers Local919 at the Ford 
truck plant in Norfolk, International As
sociation of Machinists. Amalgamated 
Clothing and Textile Workers Union, Na
tional Education Association, American 
Federation of Teachers, United Food and 
Commercial Workers, International 
Longshoremen's Association, and A. 
Philip Randolph Institute. 

August 27 ma-rchers -
collle to an op.en house 
3:00 p.m. - right after the march 
Discuss: 

Socialist Strategy in Fight for Jobs, Peace, Freedom 

In Washington: 
Hear: Ed Warren, former Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for Con
gress in Chicago. Others. 

Location: 
Marvin Center, George Washing
ton University, 800 21st St. N.W. 

From Lincoln Memorial. walk north on 23 
St., 7 blocks toG St. Tum right on G St. and 
walk 2 blocks to 21St. Tum left. 
Sponsored by the Young Socialist Alliance 

In San Francisco: 
Hear: Pat Wright, Socialist Work
ers Party candidate for mayor of 
San Francisco 

Location: 
Coliseum II. 1525 Mission St .• near 
11 St. 

Refreshments. For more information call: 
(415) 824-1992 
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Utah AFL-CIO vows solidarity with miners 
BY MARY ZINS 

SALT LAKE CITY- The Utah State 
AFL-CIO convention, meeting August 17-
19, passed an emergency resolution sup
porting the copper strike against Phelps 
Dodge union-busting. 

"Be it resolved," read the resolution, 
"that the Utah State AFL-CIO, in conven
tion assembled, does hereby call upon all 
affiliated unions to support this strike in 
any way that the unions or its members 
can." 

The resolution went on to urge "that the 
Utah State AFL-CIO organize a tour of the 
striking Arizona copper miners before af
filiated local labor unions, funded by local 
contributions, to get out the truth of this 
strike and to extend solidarity to our union 
brothers and sisters in Arizona and to build 
support for their fight against union-bust
ing." 

Finally, the resolution said, "the Utah 
State AFL-CIO calls for the reinstatement 
of all copper miners fired for their union 
activity during the strike and calls for a halt 
to all further victimizations of strikers ." 

The resolution passed unanimously at 
the Friday resolutions session. 

feeling every day that they're right on top 
ofyou is bad enough when you are work
ing. You can't imagine what it's like when 
you're out on strike." 

This was the first time that Phelps Dodge 
ever tried to operate its mines after a strike 
call. "Our people," reported Carroll, "held 
fast, they picketed in an orderly way. But 

-then came the day the company sent the 
first scabs in. And if that person took a job, 
you knew you were never going to have a 
job again." 

Carroll said the miners decided the scabs 
weren't going through. The miners stood 
up to the armed state troopers and the 
sheriffs. Phelps Dodge finally declared a 
10-day moratorium at the Morenci mine, 
but continued to run scabs into the mines at 
Ajo, Bisbee, Douglas, and El Paso. 

And since July 1 and throughout the 
moratorium, Carroll reported, there have 
been "no meaningful negotiations on the 
part of the company ." 

Phelps Dodge harasses the strikers con
tinuously. They control the school board, 
the supervisors, and the sheriff. 

But, Carroll concluded, "We aren ' t dead 
in Arizona .... And there's no way they 
are going to take us back 66 years." Pickets outside Morenci copper mine, with state troopers behind them. 

The previous day delegates heard a re
port on the strike by Grace Carroll, coor
dinator of the Rocky Mountain Labor 
School and an AFL-CIO field staff 
member. Based in Arizona, Carron 
explained that she hadn 't planned to come 
to the Utah convention, but the day before, 
in a meeting with the strikers, they asked 
her to come and tell their story . 

Troops sent to break Arizona copper strike 
"Sixty-six years ago on July 12," Carroll 

said, "Phelps Dodge pulled the same thing 
they're doing today." She explained that in 
1917 Phelps Dodge sem armed guards into 
Bisbee, Arizona, against strikers. Only 
300 to 400 miners were members of the 
union, the Industrial Workers of the 
World, but 50 percent of the 4,900 miners 
had come out in support of this strike. 

The armed guards went into people's 
homes and rounded the strikers up at gun
point and took them to the town plaza. 
They rounded up businesspeople who sup
ported the strike as well . The armed guards 
marched the miners from the plaza to the 
ballpark field. At the field, they gave the 
miners the opportunity to go back to work . 
Some did. 

The guards then herded I , 186 workers 
into railroad boxcars and shipped the min
ers to the desert in New Mexico, where 
Phelps Dodge left them to die. 

"No one died," explained Carroll. "We 
union people are more resourceful than the 
company would have us - but only 67 
ever returned to live in the Bisbee area." 

"Today, in 1983," she continued, 
"Phelps Dodge is using the same kind of 
tactics, though they can't send armed 
guards into your home ." 

The mines in Arizona are in company 
towns. "Phelps Dodge," said Carroll, 
"owns the store,_ the light company, the 
bar, the movie house, and the drug store. 
As far as you can see, they own it. The 

Continued from front page 
table to resume negotiations with the 13 
unions that represent Phelps Dodge min
ers. 

But the company simply stonewalled at 
the bargaining table. In fact, early in the 
negotiations , company representatives did 
not even have the authority to make any de
cisions. But it soon became clear that one 
decision had been made by Phelps Dodge 
bosses in New York -to use every means 
at its disposal to crush the strike. 

After the massive and powerful mobili
zations of strikers in Morenci on August 8 
and in Ajo and Douglas on August 9, 
Phelps Dodge began sending suspension 
notices to union members who had partici
pated in the mass pickets. The suspensions 
were soon followed by termination notices. 

Phelps Dodge also owns the electric 
companies in the mining towns. Strikers 
behind on their utility bills are receiving 
shutoff notices. The Phelps Dodge-control
led Valley National Bank has begun fore
closing on strikers who are behind on 
house or car payments. 

High school students in Ajo have been 
sent letters from the principal welcoming 
them back to school but warning them that 
if they discuss the strike at school they will 
be suspended. Four of the five school 
board members in Ajo are Phelps Dodge 
salaried employees and the school board 
president is Phelps Dodge's general mine 
foreman in Ajo. Students in Morenci were 
told, while registering for fall classes, that 

'I'd rather be left with nothing 
than scab for the company' 

The "Militant" received the following 
letter from a copper miner on strike 
against Phelps Dodge Corp. in Clifton
Morenci, Arizona: 

Growing up here in this community of 
Clifton-Morenci, my brother and I were 
raised to believe that this community was 
our home forever. We were to raise our 
families here. 

Our father was president of his Boiler
makers union and was very proud of it. He 
taught us to believe, honor, and respect our 
unions. He worked hard for his family. He 
was one to fight for the cost-of-living al
lowance and other benefits. 

We are a family of many generations 
who worked for this company . A Cl!lmpany 
we all respected. But how can we respect 
this company when it has intimidated and 
harassed the good people of Clifton and 
Morenci? Why bring in the National Guard 
and the Department of Public Safety? Are 
we in the Vietnam War? Are we criminals? 

We are people who are proud human be
ings, who have the right to strike for a bet-

ter living. If anything should happen in our 
good community because of the violence, 
it is the company and the governor who are 

· at fault. · 

The governor should have cOBcerned 
himself with the people instead of being 
bought by this company that pits friend 
against friend, brother against brother, and 
neighbor against neighbor, and carries out 
all this harassment with its union-busting 
tactics. 

These people are the ones who "put guns 
to our heads." 

We are fighting for what are supposed to 
be our rights, our jobs, and our future . 

As a self-supporting mother of three 
children, I would rather be left with noth
ing than to SCAB for the company I used 
to respect. When my union officials go to 
wbrk, I will follow right behind them. 

I am proud to be a member of Machinists 
Local 1132. 

Viva La huelga! 
Sincerely, in union solidarity, 
Lydia Gonuilez Knott 
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if they used the word "scab" they would be 
suspended . 

The big-business-controlled news media 
in Arizona has joined Phelps Dodge's anti
union campaign . 

The editors of the Arizona Republic, the 
state' s largest newspaper, have repeatedly 
demanded that the state government use all 
necessary force against the copper miners. 
The media has consistently referred to the 
strikers as "the mob." 

On August 19, the day that Phelps 
Dodge announced it would reopen the 
Morenci mine, the Arizona Republic' s lead 
editorial said, "The plant's reopening will 
be a test of Phelps Dodge's right to operate 
freely and the rights of nonstriking workers 
to hold jobs without fear. It will also be a 
test of whether order can be maintained in 
a labor dispute . Taking steps to preserve 
the peace is not an endorsement of Phelps 
Dodge's position - it is placing the law 
over the instincts of a mob ." 

The law referred to in the editorial is 
Arizona's "right-to-work law." This law 
has been used as justification for the direct 
strike-breaking role played by Arizona 
Democratic Gov . Bruce Babbitt. Babbitt 
was elected in 1982 with union support as 
a "friend of labor." Now Babbitt says the 
"right-to-work" law protects the right of 
scabs to work strikers' jobs. 

The August 20-21 deployment of cops 
was "the single largest movement of police 
officers ever to occur in Arizona," accord
ing to Department of Public Safety Direc-

- tor Ralph Milstead . 
Babbitt commented after the mine was 

reopened, "I guess we showed them our 
teeth." 

Some of the strikers, Vietnam veterans, 
watching the invasion of this small mining 
town in the eastern Arizona mountains, 
said it reminded them of their stay in Viet
nam. At one union office in Morenci, strik
ers answered the phone, "Welcome to Da 
Nang ." 

An older Mexican-American striker 
said, "The company wants to see another 
Kent State here." 

Another striker, a member of USWA 
Local 616 in Morenci, told the Militant that 
his son was now on the aircraft carrier 
U.S.S . Coral Sea , stationed off the coast 
of Nicaragua, and that he wasn't happy 
about either his or his son's dealing with 
the military . 

In Morenci and neighboring Clifton 
now , helicopters fly constantly overhead 
bringing food and supplies into the mine. 
County and state police, taking their lead 
from Phelps Dodge and the state govern
ment , have stepped up arrests and harass
ment of strikers, their families, and suppor
ters. 

Arrests have been made on any pretext, 

from traffic violations to, in one case, car
rying a concealed weapon, which, in fact, 
turned out to be a baseball bat in a miner's 
car. 

Dozens of strikers are being arrested for 
their participation in the mass pickets in 
Morenci , Ajo, and Douglas August 8 and 
9 . 

Some of the strikers have decided to 
move away from the area to try to start 
over. 
. Other strikers hope for some progress 

from the ongoing negotiations. But many 
here question whether the company has any 
motivation for serious negotiations, since 
the only movements it has made have been 
movements of scabs into the struck mines. 
Some fear that Phelps Dodge will escalate 
the importation of strike breakers until the 
mines are operating at full or near capacity . 

The reopening of the Morenci mine in 
this military atmosphere was seen by strik
ers as a big blow. Most feel that the 
momentum in the strike has passed to 
Phelps Dodge . 

The high spirits that prevailed after the 
shutdown on August 8 are turning to anger 
and frustration. 

The strikers are not beaten . But their 
situation demands immediate action on the 
part of the entire union movement. 

A contingent of copper workers from 
Kennecott Copper's Silver City, New 
Mexico, mine visited Morenci on August 
20. They told the Militant that all copper 
workers were watching the Phelps Dodge 
strike closely, knowing that they would be 
directly affected by the outcome. The New 
Mexico miners, members of USW A Local 
890, brought a message of solidarity, a 
$700 contribution, and joined the Morenci 
miners ' picket lines. 

Rank and file members of the Interna
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
and other unions at an Arizona construction 
site collected $5,600 for the strikers, as 
well as hundreds of signatures on strike · 
support petitions. 

These actions are small but important 
examples of the kind of solidarity the 
Phelps Dodge strikers need. But as the 
strike nears the end of its second month, 
such solidarity is needed on a massive 
scale . 

So far neither the national leadership of 
the unions involved in the strike, nor the 
AFL-CIO have taken the bold and decisive 
steps necessary to mobilize this solidarity . 
That is what is required to respond effec
tively to the powerful forces now lined up 
against the copper miners. 

A Copper Strike Relief Fund has been 
set up by the unions involved in the strike . 
Financial contributions or messages of sup
port can be sent to the fund at the following 
address: 

c/o Morenci Unity Council 
P.O. Box 1017 
Clifton, Az. 85533 



Blacks protest exclusion of 
socialist from Boston debate 

Eloise Linger 

BY MIKE GALATI 
AND HELEN LOWENTHAL 

BOSTON - Mayoral candidate Mel 
King and other prominent Black communi
ty leaders denounced the exclusion of 
Socialist Workers Party mayoral candidate 
Eloise Linger from a public debate August 
17. The League of Women Voters and the 
Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce 
barred Linger from participating. 

A garment worker and member of the In
ternational Ladies' Garment Workers' 
Union, Linger has been outspoken on is
sues of Black rights, including defending 
busing for desegregation, backing the Au
gust 27 march on Washington, and protest-

Chicago socialist candidate: 
Blacks, labor need own party 
BY LINDA JENNESS 

CHICAGO - Pointing to a big "Calen
dar of Events" chart on the wall, socialist 
Melvin Chappell said, "Look at this calen
dar and you ' ll get an idea of how many 
people Ed Warren has talked to in the last 
couple of weeks of this election campaign. 

, "Just today he appeared on the platform 
of the Operation PUSH meeting from 
which Rev. Jesse Jackson's speech was 
broadcast on the radio, then campaigned on 
the street, than rushed here for this-meet
ing." 

Chappell , a member of the Chicago 
Socialist Workers I st Congressional Dis
trict Campaign Committee, was addressing 
a crowd of supporters who gathered Satur
day evening, August 20, at the Southside 
campaign headquarters to hear Ed Warren. 

Elections for the I st Congressional Dis
trict seat vacated by Harold Washington 
when he was elected mayor of Chicago 
take place August 23. 

There are three candidates on the ballot: 
Democrat Charles Hayes, vice-president of 
the United Food and Commercial Workers; 

August 23 Chicago congressional elec
tion results: Democrat Charles Hayes 
received 39,627 votes; Socialist Workers 
Party candidate Ed Warren, 394 votes; 
and RepubHcan Diane Preacely, 2,273 
votes. Only 14 percent of the registered 
voters went to the polls. 

Socialist Workers candidate Ed Warren, a 
laid-off garment worker; and Republican 
Diane Preacely. · 

"Throughout this campaign," Chappell 
continued, "the socialist alternative has re
ceived a serious hearing from thousands of 
people, not only in the 1st Congressional 
District, but from around the city. We col
lected 10,000 signatures in three weeks to 
get on the ballot. We sold hundreds of 
copies of the Militant and Perspectiva 
Mundial . We have distributed thousands of 
platform brochures and posters. 

"Perhaps most exciting, we've been able 
to participate in the debates among all the 
candidates that were organized by church 
groups, community organizations, col
leges, and others .. We were included in 
about 15 of these kinds of meetings. There 
has been a real exchange of ideas within 
the Black community and among trade un
ionists during this campaign, and we've 
been a serious part of it." 

In introducing Ed Warren, Chappell 
pointed out that the socialist candidate and 
his supporters would be throwing all their 
energies during the next week into building 
the August 27 march on Washington for 
jobs, peace, and freedom . 

"This campaign really started over a year 
ago," said Warren. "It·started when I en
tered the mayoral race on the Socialist 
Workers Party ticket. Harold Washington 
won that election. His seat here in the 1st 
Congressional District opened up, and so 
did discussions about what kind of con
gressperson Black and working people 
need to represent lls." 

Warren told the audience that he cam-

Ed Warren 

paigned against the U.S. government's war 
drive in Central America and for solidarity 
with Cuba, Nicaragua, and Grenada, and 
with the rebels in El Salvador and 
Guatemala. 

He campaigned for eliminating the war 
budget and for using those billions of dol
lars to put people back to work, improve 
social services, build low-cost housing, 
and desegregate the schools. 

He ·said he encouraged everyone he 
talked with to participate in the August 27 
demonstration in Washington, D.C. , and 
that his supporters were helping to organize 
coworkers and other campaign supporters 
to go to the march. 

"The congressional campaign will be 
over on August 23," said Warren, "and, 
most likely, Charles Hayes will win . He 
will become the first trade unionist elected 
from this district. 

·~Hayes says that this is a step toward 
electing 'our own,' " Warren added . "Well 
I'm all for trade unionists and representa
tives of the Black community running for 
office and winning . But it's wrong to tie 
our hands, our ideas, and our program up 
in the Democratic Party - a party that 
proved a long time ago that it can't repre
sent the working people. It, along with the 
Republican Party, can only represent the 
ruling rich. 

"I'm not for tying us up at all," Warren 
continued. "I think we should use the 
power of the Black community, and the 
power of the labor movement to fight in 
our own name for ourselves. We need to 
organize that power into a Black indepen
dent party and into a labor party based on 
the trade unions. That' s how we can elect 
our own." 

Warren told his supporters that he had 
attended the national convention of Opera
tion PUSH held in Atlanta earlier this sum
mer. "Some person told Rev. Jesse Jackson 
that now wasn' t the time for a Black person 
to run for president," Warren said. "What 
do they mean, not time? Of course it's 
time. It 's past time. It's long overdue . It ' s 
time for us to break with the Democratic 
and Republican parties. It' s time for us to 
organize our own, run our own. It's time 
for a Black party. It' s time for a labor 
party. It's time for workers and farmers to 
run the whole country ." 

ing attacks on Black voter registration, 
Her . exclusion from the League

Chamber of Commerce debate produced 
extensive publicity here, particularly after 
Mel King announced he would boycott the 
debate in protest and urged the other 
mayoral candidates to do likewise. 

A group of prominent Slack figures is
sued a statement defending Linger's right 
to be in the debate. These included Jean 
McGuire, member of the Boston School 
Committee; Russell Williams, director of 
Operation Big Vote, the voter registration 
campaign in the Black community; Joseph 
Feaster, former president of the Boston 
NAACP; Saundra Grahm, state representa
tive; and Rev. Charles Stith, pastor of the 
Union United Methodist Church. 

The League of Women Voters refused to 
respond to the protests and went ahead with 
the debate, excluding Linger. To cover the 
fact that it was Linger' s views they did not 
want people to hear, they also excluded 
candidate Michael Gelber, a supporter of 
the ultrarightist Lyndon LaRouche, in an 
attempt to make it appear that "extremists 
of the left and right" were being equally 
barred. But the real target was seen here as 
Linger's socialist campaign. 

In a statement to the press Linger 
explained, "It's my ideas and my program 
that are being excluded. I'm the only can
didate who defends busing for school de
segregation. I suppport the formation of a 
Black political party independent of the 
Democrats and Republicans. Such a party 
is needed against the racist, antilabor city 
government run by the Democratic Party. 
And it would set an example for the city's 
labor movement, posing the need for a 
labor party based on the trade unions." 

In explaining why he was boycotting the 
debate, King said, "I feel it is so important 
that people be given a chance to hear all the 
candidates. Even though I recognize the 
importance of the [TV] exposure I would 
get, it would be empty when others are 
being denied fundamental rights of access 
that I believe in." 

King, a former Democratic state repre
sentative, is the only Black in the race. 

Both of the major big-business newspa
pers, the Boston Globe and Boston Herald, 
ran editorials against the exclusion of can
didates in the debate. 

The primary elections are now post
poned until October 11 due to a lawsuit 
filed by Blacks over discriminatory voter 
district lines. The issue of busing and 
Black rights in general is moving to the 
forefront of campaign issues. 

The two most prominent Democratic 
candidates in the race both played roles in 
the 1970s in trying to subvert desegrega
tion of the city' s schools. David Finnegan 
was president of the Boston School Com
mittee, which constantly resisted efforts to 
enforce court-ordered busing. Raymond 
Flynn was on the city council at the time 
and active in antibusing protests. 

Their records are coming under greater 
public scrutiny now with fresh moves to 
destroy desegregation in this city. 

In late June the Educational Planning 
Group, appointed by the school committee 
president, released its recommendations 
for "improving the quality of public school 
education." The heart of the plan calls for 
restructuring the present ·school districts 
such that neighborhood schools "would be 
possible." 

This plan has been attacked by the two 
Black school committee members in Bos
ton, who charged that it amounts to nothing 
less than "segregation all over again." 

Also, during the petitioning process to 
secure ballot status for mayoral candidates, 
the Boston Elections Department, in an 
openly racist move, admitted that it ,was 
counting newly registered voters' signa
tures as invalid. The largest share of these 
new voters are Black, the result of an inten
sive voter registration drive going on in the 
Black community this summer. 

On July 27 U.S. District Judge Andrew 
Caffrey threw out the recently drawn city 
election districts, because they violated the 
"one person, one vote provision of the 
U.S. Constitution." The judge found that 
the city council , which had drawn the dis
tricts in 1982, used census data from 1975 
instead of 1980 and thus systematically un
dercounted the Black and Latino popula
tion, which grew significantly between the 
1975 and 1980 censuses. 

The plaintiffs in this case, including the 
Latino Political Action Committee and the 
Black Political Task. Force, initiated the 
suit almost a year ago. They charged that 
the Boston City Council gerrymandered 
the election districts, packing the entire 
Black community into only two of the nine 
districts and dispersing the Latino commu
nity throughout six of the seven remaining 
white districts. 

Pointing out that the Latino and Black 
· communities make up over 33 percent of 
tlie city population according to the 1980 
census data, they are calling for the forma
tion of a third district comprised primarily 
of the Latino community. 

In the midst of increasing attacks on the 
political rights of the Black and Latino 
communities in this city, over 1 ,500 
people, mostly Black, turned out to hear 
Chicago Mayor Harold Washington Au
gust 7. Washington came to endorse Mel 
King for Mayor. 

The open-air rally was the largest politi
cal event in the Black community since the 
massive struggle for busing in 1975- 76. It 
reflected a deepening of the discussion 
around the candidacy of King and around 
the general question of exercising Black 
political power both locally and nationally. 

Supporters of Eloise Linger were present 
at the rally and received a good response 
from the crowd to her proposal for a break 
with the Democratic and Republican par
ties. 

Upcoming Militant Forums 

NEW JERSEY 
Newark 
After the March on Washlngton, 
Where Do We Go From Here? 
Speaker: representative, Socialist Work
ers Party. Translation to Spanish. Fri., 
Sept. 2, 7:30 p.m. Preforum dinner, 6 
p.m., $3. 141 Halsey St. Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more 
information call (201) 643-3341. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Pittsburgh 
After August 27: What Next In the 
Fight for Jobs, Peace, and Freedom. A 
discussion with AI Duncan, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for. Allegheny 
County Commissioner, member United 
Mine Workers of America Local 2350; 
and others. Fri., Sept. 2, 7 p.m. 141 S. 
Highland Ave. Donation: $2. Ausp: Mil
itant Labor Forum. For more information 
call (412) 362-6767. 

OHIO 
Cleveland 
Report Back on August 27 March for 
Jobs, Peace, and Freedom: Where Do 
We Go From Here? Discussion with 
Socialist Workers Party candidates for 
school board, Omari Musa and Tamar 
Rosenfeld. Slide show. Wed. , Sept. 7, 7 
p.m. 15105 St. Clair Ave. Ausp: SWP 
Campaign Committee. For more infor
mation call (216) 451-6150. 

NEBRASKA 
Lincoln 
The New Vietnam: Why the U.S. Is at 
War in Central America. Speakers: 
Ken Jelink, Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers Local 98; Mary Nell 
Bockman, Young Socialist Alliance; 
others. Sun. , Aug. 28, 7 p.m. Lincoln 
Indian Center, 1100 Military Rd. Dona
tion: $1.50. Ausp: Militant Forum. For 
more information call (402) 475-8933 or 
464-2565 . 
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'There ·is no trade union 
freedom in El Salvador' 
Report from U.S. labor fact-finding trip 

In June a delegation of U.S. union of
ficials made a fact-finding trip to El Sal
vador under the auspices of the National 
Labor Committee in Support of Democ
racy and Human Rights in El Salvador. 
They met with · Salvadoran unionists, 
peasants, refugees, political prisoners, 
and U.S. and Salvadoran government 
officials. 

The findings of the delegation - that 
trade union, political, and human rights 
are ruthlessly suppressed by the U.S.
backed regime there - have received 
scant attention by the major dailies in 
this country. 

The union leaders concluded from 
their trip that "The government of the 
United States should end all military aid 
to the government of EI Salvador" and 
open a dialogue with all political forces 
in that country, including the liberation 
fighters. · 

The text of their report was released 
to the media July 19. Below we reprint 
the first half of the document, on the 

'conditions_ faced by trade unionists and 
peasants in EI Salvador. The second half 
of the report, which will appear in a fu
ture Militant, takes up the issues of po
litical and democratic rights, and the 
committee's proposals for a solution to 
the conflict there. 

A final, printed version of the report 
is being prepared now by the committee. 
For more information, write National 
Labor Committee in Support of Democ
racy and Human Rights in El Salvador, 
15 Union Square, New York, N.Y. 
10003. Telephone (212) 242-0700. 

The National Labor , Committee is 
chaired by Douglas Fraser, former pres
ident of the United Auto Workers; Jack 
Sheinkman, secretary-treasurer of the 
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile 
Workers; and William Winpisinger, . 
president of the International Associa~ 
tion of Machinists. 

Other officials on the committee in
clude William Bywater, president of the 
International Association of Electrical 
Workers; Cesar Chavez, president of 
the United Farm Workers; Robert Goss, 
president of the Oil, Chemical and 
Atomic Workers; Gerald McEntee, 
president of the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employ
ees; and Willard McGuire, president of 
the National Education Association. 

INTRODUCTION 
On June 5, 1983, the first independent 

U.S. trade union fact-finding delegation 
arrived in El Salvador. The seven of us in 
the delegation represented four different 
unions: the United Auto Workers (AFL
CIO), the Amalgamated Clothing and Tex
tile Workers Union (AFL-CIO), the Amer
ican Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees (AFL-CIO), and the 
National Education Association. 

We came to Central America as well
read North Americans who believed that 
U.S. policy toward El Salvador was mis
guided. We left stunned by the human toll 
that policy has wrought. 

As a trade union delegation, we focused 
our attention on Salvadoran trade unions 
and the men and women they represent. 
But we did not - and could not - limit 
our sights to Salvadoran labor. 

We met with officials at the heights of 
Salvadoran governmental, military, and 
business power. 

We visited poverty-stricken refugees 
and tortured political prisoners. 

We spoke with soldiers of different po
litical stripes and dissidents who would 
only dare meet us behind very closed 
doors. 

We came to El Salvador ready to learn. 
We left not as experts, but as witnesses to 
a terror that singes every strata of Salvado
ran society. 

vador. The committee, which currently in
cludes 13 national United States unions, 
has worked diligently to mobilize the U.S. 
labor movement - and the public - for 
peace in El Salvador. We hope this report 
will contribute to that ongoing effort. 

The delegation: 

Jack Sheinkman, secretary-treasurer, 
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Work
ers Union (AFL-CIO) 
William Lucy, secretary-treasurer, Amer
ican Federation of State, County and 
Municipal. Employees (AFL-CIO) 
Ted Barrett, Region 9A director, United 
Auto Workers (AFL-CIO) 
John DeMars, special assistant to th~ 
executive director, National Education As
sociation 
Jack Howard, assistant to the president, 
American Federation of State, County and 
¥unicipal Employees (AFL-CIO) 
Dave Dyson, Union Label director, Amal
gamated Clothing and Textile Workers 
Union (AFL-CIO) 
Sam Pizzigati, associate director of com
munications, National Education Associa
tion 

FINDINGS 
In El Salvador, trade unions cannot 
function freely. 

Trade unions exist in El Salvador. The 
workplace landscape of El Salvador 
abounds with the acronyms of labor organi
zations. There are traditional industria] 
unions in the cities and towns of EI Sal
vador and peasant unions in the coun" 
tryside. There are private sector unions and 
public sector unions. There are unions that 
reflect every hue in the Salvadoran political 
spectrum. 

But there is no trade union freedom in EI. 
Salvador, no semblance of the trade union 
rights we as North American trade un
ionists consider fundamental to democra
cy. In El Salvador, we spoke to trade un
ionists whose wages had been frozen, 
whose meetings had been disrupted, whose 
offices had been bombed, whose bodies 
had been tortured, whose co-workers had 
been disappeared - and murdered. 

It is important to note at the outset that 
Salvadoran trade unionists are not unfortu
nate neutrals caught in the crossfires of a 
war they do not understand. Salvadoran 
trade unionists, like their fellow trade un
ionists in other nations, are workers who 
have organized to fight for dignity and de
cency. In the twisted logic of politics in El 
Salvador today, this will to fight makes 
therri "subversives" - and prime targets 
for right-wing repression, official and un
official. 

We found that even those Salvadoran 
trade unionists who politically repudiate 
the "left" fear the right - and carry guns 
under their guayaberas [shirts] for protec
tion against El Salvador's death squads and 
security forces. 

That trade unions can survive at all in the 
current Salvadoran political and economic 
climate is a tribute to the courage of Sal
vadoran trade unionists. 

Trade unions in El Salvador enjoyed a 
brief 'and effective heyday. In the late 
1970's, an explosion of {>opular political 
activity reenergized a lackluster labor 
movement. Trade unions joined in militant 
"mass fronts" of peasants, students and or
ganized slumdwellers whose civil dis
obedience tactics won victories on every
thing from minimum wages to public ser
vices for El Salvador's working-class ghet
tos. 

The mass fronts- whose only parallel 
in a U.S. context might be the civil rights 
movement - kindled an enthusiasm that 
helped extend unions into previously unor
ganized workplaces . They also provoked, 
starting in 1979 and 1980, right -wing vio
lence against the labor movement. There 
were arrests , disappearances, and murders. 

Sindical de Trabajadores Salvadorefios), 
8,239 Salvadoran trade unionists were 
either murdered, abducted, disappeared, or 
wounded between 1979 and 1981. 

Over these years, trade union offices 
were also ransacked and dynamited. Meet
ing halls were gutted. We visited one tex
tile workers hall that had been destroyed 
three times . In San Salvador, we were told, 
every union hall has been either van
dalized, bombed, or burnt. 

"We have what we consider a permanent 
state of siege," an official of the centrist 
FESINCONSTRANS (Federaci6n de Sin
dicatos de Construcci6n y Transportes y 
Similares) labor federation told us, "in 
which not are only individual human rights 
abridged, but· workers are besieged in 
every aspect of everyday life." 

FESINCONSTRANS, a federation cer
tified as "democratic" by the U.S . Em
bassy, has had its members jailed for strik
ing. In 1979-80, the current FESIN
CONSTRANS secretary-general notes, 
many of the federation's members were 
murdered, including Felipe Zaldivar, the 
then secretary-general. 

The experience of the El Salvadoran 
teachers' union, ANDES (Asociaci6n Na
cional de Educadores Salvadorefios), pro
vides perhaps the clearest example of what 
happens in El Salvador when an employ
ees' organization aggressively attempts to 
defend its members' interests. 

ANDES traces its history back to 1965 
when El Salvador's teachers, outraged by a 
proposal to slash retirement benefits, 
staged an unprecedented protest march that 
drew most of the nation's 20,000 toochers. 

Three years later, the fledgling ANDES 
staged an even more historic 58-day na

. tiona! strike. The walkout shook the na
tion. No labor group had ever mounted 
such a nation-wide action. 

The impact of the teachers' strike was 
felt in nearly every Salvadoran village and 
town. Teachers took their case to their 
communities and set up meetings with 
local campesinos - peasants - to explain 
why they were striking and to ask for sup
port. 

For many peasants, these meetings rep
resented the first time that an educated per
son in El Salvador had ever treated them as 
anything more than a "domesticated ani
mal." EI Salvador's oligarchy was predict
ably outraged by the whole affair. 

As one Salvadoran colonel told a 
member of our group, "The trouble all 
started with the 1968 teachers' strike." 

In a way, the "modem" era of El Sal
vadoran repression may have started with 
that strike, too. In San Vicente province; a 
striking teacher was pulled from his home 
at night, according to ANDES and assassi
nated by the National Guard. 

During and immediately after the 1968 
strike - and then during and after another 
national teachers' strike in 1971 - repres
sion also took o~her forms . There were 

U.S. officer directs Salvadoran troops. 
"That trade unions can survive at a'll is a 
tribute to courage of Salvadoran trade 
unionists." 

many arrests, pay cuts, and arbitrary trans
fers. Teachers' demonstrations were bro
ken up by tear gas and gunfire. 

Despite the intimidation, teachers' ac
tivism continued throughout the 1970s as 
ANDES joined repeatedly with peasant, 
religious, workplace, and the increasingly 
active "mass front" groups. 

Finally, in 1979, the murders, as 
ANDES leaders put it, began "in earnest." 
Since 1979, 264 ANDES activists have 
been killed. Between January, 1980 and 
January' 1982, at least one teacher was as
sassinated every month for 25 consecutive 
months. After a five-month respite, the 
murders resumed. Three ANDES members 
were killed this past April. 

Since 1979, 44 other ANDES members 
have been disappeared. Thirty-two other 
ANDES members were relatively "lucky." 
They were only arrested as political prison

'ers. Twenty-seven of these arrests came 
last summer. All the arrested are now out 
of prison and in hiding. The only safe place 
for them is out of the country. 

Incredibly, with this atmosphere of ter
ror and death, ANDES still attempts to 
function as a union. ANDES remains a cer
tified legal organization. It even has a pub
lic office in San Salvador. But ANDES of
ficers seldom visit the office - because 
they fear that if they visited their office, 
they would be followed to their homes and 
seized by Salvadoran security forces. The 
secretary-general of ANDES has been at 
the ANDES office only once so far this 
year. 

ANDES holds membership meetings 
and conventions, but the meeting places 
are never advertised or published - for 
fear of raids by the security forces in uni
form or attacks by civilian-clothed Death 
Squad thugs. 

What ANDES does advertise, in the 
only Salvadoran newspaper that will accept 
notices from trade union and human rights 
groups, is the time and date of negotiating 
meetings it still is able to schedule with the 
Ministry of Education. By making these 
meetings public, ANDES leaders feel they 
are forcing the Minister of Education to 
take open responsibility for their safety. 

Our delegation was sponsored by the 
National Labor Committee in Support of 

· Democracy and Human Rights in El Sal-
In all, estimates the leftist labor federa

tion FENASTRAS (Federaci6n Nacional 
"For our delegation, it was difficult to see how [land] reform, as currently structured, 
could ever significantly impact on EI Salvador's campesinos." 
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Left, government troops patrol San Salvador. Right, inmates at Mariona Prison, where U.S. labor delegation met with jailed union officials. 

But ANDES leaders also take other pre
cautions for these negotiating sessions with 
the Education Ministry. They carefully 
plan out secret entry and exit routes to each 
session and bring family members and 
friends to the Ministry to act as witnesses. 
None of these precautions guarantees 
safety, so, as a final precaution for the or
ganization, ANDES never sends its entire 
executive board to any of these negotiating 
sessions with the Ministry of Education. 
Should the worst happen, ANDES reasons, 
at least some leaders must remain free and 
alive. 

"We are not underground," notes one 
ANDES leader, "just discreet." 

Other unions have not been able to 
"adapt" as well as ANDES. At a textile 
factory we visited in the heart of San Sal
vador, the workers' union had ceased to 
become a factor in the workplace equation. 
We asked the company official who gave 
us the factory tour whether the plant had a 
union. Yes, of course, the management of
ficial answered, but we soon · discovered 
that he could not give us the union's correct 
name. 

It turned out that the union representing 
the textile factory ' s workers had last 
negotiated a contract in 1980. The contract 
expired in 1982, but was extended under 
provisions of current law. That contract 
can now be extended into perpetuity. To 
get a new contract, the union at the textile 
plant would have to request renegotiation. 
But no one expects that to happen soon
since the union no longer exists. 

Workers at the plant currently make the 
equivalent of $80 per month. 

The situation at this textile plant is not 
apparently unusual. According to officials 
of ANEP, El Salvador's National Free En
terprise Association, trade union member
ship is down about 40 percent since 1980, 
and, according to Salvadoran trade un
ionists, the member companies of ANEP 
are taking full advantage of the situation. 
Firms are ignoring contract terms and re
fusing to negotiate fixed contracts. 

Some unions have been hit considerably 
harder than others. Public employee unions 
bear a particularly difficult burden. El Sal
vador's public services have, in effect, 
been militarized, and Decree 296 suspends 
the right of public employees to qrganize 
and forbids "the collective abandonment of 
posts" - the militarized phrase for strik
ing. 

The government has dissolved some 
unions for their strike activity. The electri
cal workers organized in STECEL (Sin
dicato de Trabajadores de Ia Empresa 
Comisi6n Ejecutiva Electrica de Rio 
Lempa) were dissolved under the terms of 
Decree 44. 

The repression against Salvadm:an trade 
unionists is very much ongoing. The Sun
day we arrived, a top leader of the leftist 
FUSS (Federaci6n Unitaria Sindical Sal
vadorefia} federation was picked up by 
heavily armed civilians. A few days later 
his co-workers learned that he was in cus
tody at the National Police headquarters, 
but they were not allowed to see him. Our 
own delegation ·petitioned the U.S. Em
bassy to be able to see the FUSS leader, but 
the request was denied by the National 
Police. 

Salvadoran trade unionists gave us many 
other examples of recent repression. In 
March, they told us, a cardboard factory 
owner asked the military to take over his 
plant. The military- ·reportedly forced the 
resignation of all the trade unionists in the 
factory at gunpoint. 

At Mariona Prison, the prison where 
male political prisoners are held, we found 
other examples of recent repression against 
the labor movement. ·oscar Armando Cin
tigo, a trade unionist affiliated with the 
FESTIA VTSCES (Federaci6n Sindical de 
Trabajadores de Vestimenta y Textiles del 
Salvador) federation at the Cosmos shoe 
factory in Santa Ana, told us that he had 
been brought to Mariona May 11. 

Cintigo had actually been "captured," as 
he put it , several weeks earlier, on April 
19. Two vehicles full of men in civilian 
clothes had driven up close to his home and 
grabbed him. Cintigo at that time was in 
the midst of a tense labor dispute with the 
shoe factory 's owner who planned to close · 
his plant down without making severance 
payments to .his workers. 

Our delegation also met at Mariona 
Prison the secretary-general of the 
mineworkers union, who had been arrested 
December 30, 1982, and the secretary-gen
eral of FENASTRAS, in prison since Au
gust, 1980. 

Is United States involvement in El Sal
vador likely to extend the space for free 
trade union activity? We doubt that. The 
U.S., as explained by the Embassy, has 
other priorities. 

"Our goal," noted Ken Bleakley, the 
Embassy's deputy ·chief of mission, "is to 
put a floor under the economic fall and give 
private investors confidence." 

As experienced trade unionists, those 
words grate. Strong unions do not flourish 
when government officials strive to give 
private investors "confidence" at the ex
pense of basic trade union rights. 

The agrarian reform is not working. 
More significantly, the agrarian reform 
is structured not to work. 

In El Salvador, most workers are ag
ricultural workers. As American trade un
ionists, we quickly learned that to examine 
the reality facing Salvadoran workers, we 
had to closely examine the reality facing 
Salvadoran campesinos. 

The administration of the entire agrarian 
reform effort, incredibly, is now in the 
hands of those who have opposed the pro
gram from the start. The Minister of Ag
riculture in the current government is from 
the ARENA (Nationalist Republican Al
liance) Party, the far-right group that has 
strongly fought the reform from the start. 
The autonomous agency that actually runs 
the day-to-day operation of the land reform 
program - 1ST A - is also in ARENA 
hands. . 

El Salvador's agrarian reform, as origi
nally designed, fell into three phases. 
Phase I of the reform addressed the approx
imately 300 large farms that make up 15 
percent of El Salvador's arable land, and 
35 percent of its sugar and cotton capacity. 
Under Phase I, these farms became peasant 
cooperatives, and the previous owners 
were promised compensation. 

Since El Salvador's 1982 elections, the 
ARENA Party has campaigned actively to 
reverse the Phase I program and return the 
land to its original owners, who are closely 
tied to ARENA. 

The U.S. Embassy confirms that 15 per
cent of the Phase I cooperatives are either 
now out of business or on the brink of 
bankruptcy. More fai lures are likely. Cre
dit - which the cooperatives desperately 
need to become self-sufficient - is only 
available at 27 percent interest, a rate most 
cooperatives cannot possibly afford . 

Phase II of the agrarian reform - the 
most important of the program's original 

three phases - was. supposed to address El 
Salvador' s middle-sized agrarian proper
ties. Much of El Salvador's profitable cof
fee crop comes off these mid-sized hold
ings. 

But Phase II has never been im
plemented, and, as authorities of every po
litical persuasion agree, there are no plans · 
pending for its implementation. Phase II, 
in other words , is politically dead. 

The most widely publicized phase of the 
Salvadoran land reform, the Phase III 
"Land to the Tiller" program, was sched
uled to be shut down to new peasant appli
cations by El Salvador's Constituent As-

, sembly this past spring. But the centrist 
labor confederation, the UPD (Unidad 
Popular Democnitica), organized three 
straight days of protests to demand an ex
tension of the application deadline. The ex
tension was eventually granted. 

But peasant union leaders are quick to 
point out that their victory was limited. The 
law still states that only those peasants 
working the land before April , 1980 can 
apply for title of that land under the Land to 
the Tiller program. 

There is a common perception in the 
United States that the El Salvadoran land 
reform program is actually transferring 
land to peasant ownership. This is not en
tirely accurate. Enormous bureaucratic 
bottlenecks -created by the Phase Ill pro
gram's 16 separate administrative steps
have denied actual land title to all but 
I ,050 of the 38,000 campesinos who orig
inally applied for it. 

Peasants who do gain title under Phase 
III of the agrarian reform program do not 
immediately become landowners. They 
only actually become owners of the land 
when the government redeems the bonds 
given as compensation for the land to the 
original landowners. 

That redemption may be 10, 20, or 30 
years away depending on the maturity of 
the ~ompensation bond. 

What, eventually, will the Phase III 
peasant own 10 or 30 years hence? The 
American Institute for Free Labor De
velopment, the AFL-CIO agency in El Sal
vador that has promoted the land reform, 
couldn' t give us an actuill figure for the av
erage plot of land under Phase III , but cam
pesino leaders point out that the plots in
volved range from one-eighth of an acre to 
17 acres. Many of these plots are so over
cultivated or overgrazed that peasants can 
barely support families on them. 

Many U.S . Embassy and Salvadoran 
government officials see the .current agra
rian reform as an essential element of the 
new, liberalizing El Salvador. But, for our 
delegation, it was difficult to see how the 
reform, as currently structured, could ever 
significantly impact on El Salvador's cam
pesinos. 

The Salvadoran economy is in an ad
vanced state of collapse 

The El Salvadoran economy is rapidly 
evolving into a classic Third World basket 
case. Some of the main causes of the cur
rent four-year slump are not difficult to 
identify. As the U.S. Embassy notes, inter
national prices for the agricultural com
modities produced by El Salvador have 
slumped enormously. Coffee, the coun
try's chief generator of export earnings, is 
down 60 percent. Sugar and cotton prices 
are similarly depressed. 

The ongoing war, of course, has also 
disrupted normal economic activity, but it 
is not clear to what extent. The U.S. Em-

bassy maintains that the FDR/FMLN [the 
rebel forces of the Revolutionary Demo
cratic Front/Farabundo Marti National Lib
eration Front] has specifically set out to de
stroy the Salvadoran economic infrastruc
ture as one of its c hief war aims. That may 
be true. Out in the countryside, however, 
we saw a somewhat more complex reality. 

Our delegation visited La Palma, the 
tourist handicraft capital of El Salvador, 
which sits on the only commercial highway 
that links San Salvador north to Honduras. 
La Palma has been controlled by the FDR/ 
FMLN since last January, yet handicrafts 
are still being manufactured and heavily 
laden banana trucks are still plying the 
highway between Honduras and Sao Sal
vador. In La Palma, at least, the economic 
infrastructure is very much intact. 

In any case, for whatever the reasons, 
the economy is sick. We visited a large tex
tile factory in San Salvador- or what used 
to be a large textile plant - and saw vivid 
evidence of the nation' s economic col
lapse. IZALCO textiles, we were told, had 
gone bankrupt almost a decade ago . and 
was now running on government subsidy. 
Inside the cavernous plant, small handfuls 
of workers were busy making the only 
product the plant currently produces: 
camouflage cloth for the army. 

"We don't have enough dollars to buy 
the dyes we need to import," the plant en
gineer told us. "That's why we're under
·capacity." 

The burden of El Salvador's economic 
coll~pse has fallen on workers 

Unemployment in El Salvador, says the 
U.S. Embassy, has risen to upwards of 40 
percent. Construction workers have been 
particularly hard hit. As many as 1 ,000 
construction firms used to do business in El 
Salvador. Now there may be as few as 15. 

Since 1980 wages have been frozen by 
Decree 544. The U.S. Embassy labor at
tache Eduardo Baez told us that a one-time 
10 percent wage increase had been allowed 
in February, 1982. We asked several Sal
vadoran workers about this, and none said 
they had received this one-time hike. 

Workers have essentially no defense 
against their shrinking, inflation-riddled 
paychecks. Decree 544, article 11, sets 
narrow parameters on bargaining. The 
government must essentially approve all 
contract proposals and settlements. 

Other government actions have added to 
the economic burden on workers. The sales 
tax - the most regressive of taxes - has 
been upped from 2 to 5 percent. The gov
ernment has also eliminated the "thirteenth 
month," the end-of-the-year bonus that is 
traditional in Latin American economies. 

How does all this affect the average 
union member? ANDES, the teachers' 
union, supplied us with detailed informa
tion on its members' economic health. The 
average teacher makes the equivalent of 
$200-250 per month. Minimal housing 
stock - hovels, actually - can run $90 
monthly. Decent housing often runs double 
that rate. Teachers get by only with moon
lighting and working second shifts . 

The economic pressure on Salvadoran 
working people stands in stark contrast to 
the . economic free-ride handed Texas 
Instruments, Kimberly-Clark, Phelps 
Dodge, and the other multinational corpo
rations who have located operations in El 
Salvador. These companies operate in free
trade zones and pay no taxes for products 
manufactured in or exported out of the 
country. 
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Discussions deepen among Blacks, Latinos, 
and unionists over political strategy 
BY MALIK MIAH 

The August 27 march on Washington for 
jobs, peace, and freedom brings together 
representatives of the decisive social and 
class forces in U.S. society that can bring 
about fundamental social change: or
ganized labor, Blacks, Latinos, women, 
and farmers. 

The social demands raised are quite im
portant too: for jobs in the context of high 
unemployment that is especially devastat
ing for the oppressed nationalities; for 
peace in the context of the government's 
bipartisan escalation of a new Vietnam in 
Central America; and for freedom in the 
context of deepening attacks by the govern
ment to undermine working peoples' hard
won democratic rights. 

The broad unity around August 27- the 
forging of a Black-Latino-labor alliance in 
action - poses a number of questions 
about the course working people should 
follow to advance and defend their political 
interests. 

There is general agreement in the Black, 
Latino, and labor movements that some 
type_ of an alliance is needed to oppose the 
employers' attacks. 

How do the leaders of the Black move
ment, officials of the trade unions, and 
Latino leaders see this alliance? 

Can the objectives of working people be 
advanced by deepening their participation 
inside the Democratic and Republican par
ties and the capitalist government? Or 
should working people aim to further their 
goals by organizing independent of and 
against the governing parties? 

A review of what leaders of the Black 
and Latino movements and officials of the 
trade unions are saying about building a 
new alliance should provide answers to 
these important questions. 

Impact of Chicago mayoral election 

When Harold Wa.shington unexpectedly 
won the Democratic Party nomination for 
mayor of Chicago in February, and then 
won the general election in April, an im
portant political discussion and debate 
opened among Blacks over political action 
and how to achieve more political power. 

Washington's victory particularly led 
Black leaders iri cities like New York and 
Philadelphia to talk about forging a coali
tion of Blacks, Latinos, and organized 
labor as Washington did in Chicago to win 
top office. 

Chicano and Puerto Rican leaders also 
held similar discussions. Farmers and 
women's rights groups, and organized 
labor too pointed to Chicago on the poten
tial of forging a new coalition to advance 
their interests. 

However, the perspective of the tradi
tional Black and Latino leaders and the 
trade union officials is not to break from 
the capitalist parties, but simply to try to 
alter their direction . They strive to gain 
more positions of influence and legitimacy 
inside capitalist institutions, particularly 
inside the Democratic Party. 

Lra,J 
Mili Hayes 

Unemployed demonstration in Washing
ton, D.C., Marcil 1983. Issues of jobs 
and war are being debated in labor 
movement. 

This liberal approach - ineffective 
from the standpoint of tnost Blacks and 
Latinos - can be clearly seen in the "es
tablished" leaders' stance toward the up
coming 1984 presidential elections . 

'Black leadership family' 

Let's first look at the views of the tradi
tional Black leadership. 

A group of Black civil rights and politi-
, cal leaders -known as the "Black leader

ship family" - propose a massive voter 
registration drive to increase Black politi
cal influence in capitalist politics and in
side the Democratic Party. They say 
Blacks should present their own "people's 
platform" around issues such as school de
segregation, jobs, and peace as a way to 
judge the various 1984 presidential candi
dates . 

While the "family" is all Black, they 
have made it clear that their proposals are 
relevant to labor, Latinos, farmers, and 
others. Jesse Jackson, for example, has re
peatedly explained: Blacks have numbers 
without proprietorship. We must re
negotiate our relationship with the Demo
cratic Party. We're not arguing a Black 
agenda, we're arguing a national agenda 
from the perspective of Blacks." 

Voter registration drive 

Operation PUSH and NAACP are the 
main organizations leading the campaign 
to register Blacks to vote. 

Operation PUSH has launched a South
em Voter Registration Crusade to register 
two million more Black voters. Jackson 
and other PUSH leaders have already vis
ited Mississippi several times to help lead 
the campaign there. 

The NAACP. at its recent convention de
cided to center their registration drive 
mainly in northern cities. On August 13 
Benjamin Hooks, executive director of the 
NAACP, kicked off its "Overground Rail
road" Voter Registrationprogram in Shel
byville, Kentucky, at the Underground 
Railroad tunnel where escaped slaves 
began their journey up North. The "Over
ground Railroad" will culminate in Detroit 
on Labor Day. 

These efforts by the NAACP and PUSH 
to register Blacks to vote are aimed at get
ting more Blacks to vote for liberal Demo
crats . Yet for the thousands of Blacks re
gistering for the firsttime in states such as 
Mississippi where racist officials still make 
it difficult to register and vote, to get this 
democratic right enforced reflects the con
tinuation of the decades-long battles to win 
some real political representation. That's 
one reason why the fight to enforce this 
democratic gain of the civil rights move
ment is so important and should be sup-
ported. . 

Today, as the government and employ
ers increase their attacks on all democratic 
rights, the struggle for voting rights can be 
part of the process of opening up broader 
discussions on political action in general. 

Black presidential candidate? 

The "Black leadership family" also en
dorsed the concept of a Black seeking the 
Democratic Party presidential nomination. 
But there are differences among these 
Black Democratic· Party leaders over 
whether a Black presidential candidate, 
even as a Democrat, can bear fruit for the 
Black community, particulary for them
selves. 

In a recent interview in U.S . News & 
World Report Jackson outlined his posi
tion. The reason a Black should seek the 
Democratic Party nomination, he ex
plained, is "Because the Democratic Party 
must open up at every level to all Demo
crats. No longer should people be punished 
because they are black, Hispanic, female 
or Jewish." 

"A Democrat," he added, "who is black 
should not run a campaign for blacks only. 
Of critical significance to a serious cam
paign is forming a broad-based coalition -
a 'rainbow coalition' of the rejected in our 
society." 

Jackson later said, "If you run you may 
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Jesse Jackson organizing Blacks to register to vote in Mississippi. He and other Black 
leaders aim to register 2 million more Blacks. Jackson opposes, however, using this 
gain to run an independent Black candidate for president. 

lose. If you don't run, you're guaranteed to 
lose." 

At the same time, as Jackson told the re
cent PUSH convention in Atlanta, he is op
posed to an independent Black campaign 
for president. His aim is to reform what he 
even calls at times the racist Democratic 
Party in order to include the "rejected of 
society." That's why Jackson explains, "If 
a black candidate ran as an independent, it 
would be in the role of a spoiler" and thus 
"could perhaps take away enough . votes 
from the Democratic Party to elect Mr. 
Reagan." For this reason, Jackson says, he 
will not run or . support an independent 
Black campaign. 

Why then is Jackson getting such a posi
tive reception among large numbers of 
Blacks and other workers? 

It is because he's focusing on issues such 
as jobs and war, which are of great concern 
to Blacks and other working people. His 
social program is to the left of the other 
presidential hopefuls. 

That's why progressive-minded whites 
in Iowa and New Hampshire applauded 
him. Many liked his program calling not 
only for stronger voting rights and affirma
tive action programs, but calling for a "new 
course" in U.S. foreign policy - one 
based on ending "gun boat diplomacy" in 
Central America and around the world , and 
cutting the military budget. 

In addition, many Blacks simply asked 
the obvious question: "Why not a Black 
president?" 

Support for a Jackson candidacy is 
growing among a layer of Black Demo
crats. At a recent meeting in East St. 
Louis, Illinois, an ad hoc committee of 
Black religious leaders, known as the Vol
unteer Clergy Committee, issued a man
ifesto pledging their support to Jackson. 

The committee plans to launch a national 
petition drive to draft Jackson for the Dem
ocratic nomination for the presidency. 
They hope to get one million signatures; 
raise enough money to get Jackson federal 
matching funds; and help expand Jackson's 
constituency to include, in addition to 
Blacks, "Protestants, Catholics, and Jews; 
Native Americans, Asians, Irish, Poles, 
Arabs, and Italians; in short, all people 
who share our concerns." 

At the same time there are other Black 
Democrats who fear the logic of Jackson's 
initiative. They see it as dangerous. While 
agreeing with Jackson that Blacks must 
never break with the DemO<;ratic Party, 
they fear ·a challenge to the status quo even 
within the capitalist parties can lead to 
major shake-ups detrimental to the system 
and thus their own narrow interests. 

Benjamin Hooks, for example, consid
ers the Black presidency idea as off base 
and unrealistic at best. "To be realistic," 
Hooks explains, "it doesn't appear. to us 
that in 1984 there is a realistic chance for a 
Black to be elected president." 

The NAACP Board of Directors adds 
that such a campaign could have the effect 

of "diluting the Black vote" and hurt the 
fight against the Reagan government. 

This discussion is broader than among 
Black Democrats. 

The leaders of the small political forma
tion, the National Black Independent Polit
ical Party (NBIPP), for instance, oppose 
the Jackson candidacy from the opposite 
standpoint as the NAACP leadership. Al
though NBIPP doesn't have an official 
stand on the question, many of its leaders 
have explained that Jackson's potential 
candidacy is not a break with the racist, 
capitalist Democratic and Republican par
ties. Other NBIPP leaders have added that 
the discussion around such a candidacy 
opens the door for them to explain 
NBIPP's view that Blacks should have an 
independent political perspective. 

Outside the Black community the possi
ble Jackson candidacy is having an impact 
on the top levels of the Democratic Party. 
Like Hooks, they fear such a move could 
lead some Blacks to move toward indepen
dent Black politics. 

Mondale's otTer 

Thus in early July former Vice-president 
Walter Mondale- a leading Democratic 
Party hopeful - made an attempt to buy 
Jackson off. Mondale tried to convince the 
Democratic Party National Committee to 
give Jackson the post of national voter reg
istration head if he wouldn't run for presi
dent! 

A Monpale campaign aide later denied 
that such an offer had been made. But the 
fact that Mondale felt compelled to meet 
with Jackson about the 1984 elections 
shows the impact of this discussion of a 
Black -candidacy and the threat it poses to 
the "old coalition" in the Democratic Party 
where the Black vote is taken for granted. 

Discussion among Latinos 

Parallel discussions among Chicano, 
Puerto Rican, and other Latino leaders on 
political action and the prospects of build
ing a broader alliance with other social 
layers is also taking place. Although at a 
less developed stage than in the Black 
movement, it is an important discussion. 

The heart of the discussion among 
Chicano and Puerto Rican Democrats con
cerns forging an alliance between Blacks 
and Latinos. This comes in the context of 
the large Latino vote for Harold Washing
ton and the election of Chicano mayors in 
Denver and San Antonio. 

At the recent League of United Latin 
American Citizens (LULAC) convention 
in Detroit, for example, the outgoing-pres
ident, Tony Bonilla, made the point: 
"Black/Brown coalitions are a thing of 
necessity and must be aggressively pursued 
by both communities . We both must under
stand that despite whatever differences 
may exist we basically come back to both 
being treated the same." 
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Picketing New York telephone workers 

BY MARGARET JAYKO 
Tens of thousands of women will be par

ticipating in the August 27 march on Wash
ington for jobs, peace, and freedom . 

Thousands will be in step behind the 
banners of the National Organization for 
Women (NOW), which has been an active 
builder of the march. The Coalition of 
Labor Union Women (CLUW) will be 
there as well. 

The contingent from the Communica
tions Workers of America (CW A) will in
clude many women, given that union's 
majority female membership. 

Women will be a big component of the 
contingents from the various civil rights or
ganizations. 

And although the striking women copper 
miners from Arizona probably won't be 
able to attend the march, they win certainly 
be there in fighting spirit. 

Women have good reason to march 

The big participation of women in this 
march is dictated by the pressing problems 
they face . 

Unemployment, inflation, war, cutbacks 
in social services, and union-busting, 
which hurt all working people, have an 
especially devastating impact on women. 

On top of this are the government's at
tacks on affirmative action, abortion 
rights, the Equal Rights Amendment 
(ERA), and child-care funding. 

In the process of publicizing this march, 
women's rights fighters have become a part 
of the import.ant discussion taking place 
today over how to forge a political alliance 
of Blacks, Latinos, labor, women, and 
farmers that will be able to effectively 
combat the war, racism, sexism, and au
sterity policies of the government and the 
employers. 

Black rights fighters take the lead 

This is a discussion that was initiated by 
forces in the Black community in the wake 
of the election of Black Democrat Harold 
Washington as mayor of Chicago earlier 
this year. 

The most energetic proponent of the al
liance idea is Jesse Jackson, president of 
Operation PUSH. 

Jackson is calling for a "rainbow coali
tion of the rejected" to band together to de
feat Reagan in the 1984 elections. 

He advocates the idea of a Black candi
date running for the Democratic Party pres
idential nomination as a way for the "re-

- jected" to "renegotiate their relationship 
with the Democratic Party." Black and 
Latino voter registration drives are also 
being organized . 

Women and political power 

Following the example of the civil rights 
groups, many women' s organizations have 
gotten together to register women to vote 
and to turn women out on Election Day. 

These include NOW , CLUW, and the 
National Women's Political Caucus. 
Former NOW pres;dent Eleanor Smeal and 
others have raised the idea that a woman 
should be included on the Democratic 
Party 's 1984 presidential ticket. 

NOW's national conference, which will 
take place September 30-0ctober 2, will 
focus on the 1984 elections and how to get 
some political power for women. 

The NOW leadership, especially , has 
begun to echo Jackson's call for a coalition 
of Blacks, Latinos, women, and labor to 

Who are women's 
allies and enemies in 
struggle for· equality? 

"defeat Reagan at an any cost" in the 1984 
elections . Like Jackson; their vision of de
feating the reactionary policies associated 
with Reagan is to replace him with a Dem
ocrat. 

In discussing political action, leaders of 
women's rights organizations tend to con
centrate on the idea that women have re
cently achieved political clout because of 
the appearance of what they call the "gen
der gap." The major media and Democratic 
and Republican party politicians have also 
advanced this theme in a big way. 

'Gen_der gap' 
What does the term "gender gap" refer 

to? The fact that since 1980- for the first 
time - polls show that more women vote 
than men; that women are more anti
Reagan than men; and that women are 
more inclined to vote for the Democratic 
Party than men. 

It is true that women are becoming more 
aware of their common interests as an op
pressed group, and are becoming more 
politically active. 

This certainly signals enhanced oppor
tunities to mobilize women to fight for 
their rights. 

But the idea that this sentiment should be 
parlayed into voting for Democrats hurts, 
rather than aids, the liberation of women. 

It assumes that the reactionary policies 
that go under the heading of "Reaganism" 
result from the actions of one man, or one 
party. And it assumes that the simple act of 
voting for this or that candidate can in and 
of itself change the situation of women .for 
the better. 

The argument that women can make 
progress by simply voting against Reagan 
obscures the fact that women's problems 
stem from the class-divided nature of this 
society . The oppression of women is one of 
the necessary props of this system. 

The ruling rich , who own the banks and 
factories, profit from women's oppression. 
This tiny owning class utilizes the govern
ment, which it controls through its two par
ties - the Democrats and Republicans -
to protect its interests against the majority. 

The government is run by two parties in 
the interests of one class. 

The fact that the corporations, the gov
ernment, and both major parties are all on 
the same side of the fence is becoming 
clearer to growing layers of women, espe
cially working-class women. That's be
cause these women suffer the most from 
sexual discrimination · and are being im
pelled into the front lines of the fight for the 
rights of all women. 

It 's no wonder that polls show the "gen
der gap" is a lot wider among working
class women. And a January 1983 Gallup 
poll showed that only 8 percent of Black 
women approve of what Reagan is doing. 

'We refuse to be broken' 

Opposition to government policy is cer
tainly growing among the women copper 
miners who are fighting to prevent Phelps 
Dodge from busting their unions. 

One of the first women hired at the mine 
in Ajo·, Arizona, told the Militant how she 
was jailed during the strike after being at
tacked by a scab. 

She said, "My kids asked me, 'Mommy, 
how come you went to jail?' I feel I'm set
ting a good example for them. They don't 
have to bow down to anyone. We're not 
slaves. The only way to fight back is 
through the union . . . . The major issue 

is they [Phelps Dodge] want to break the 
union and we refuse to be broken ." 

A young Chicana worker at Ajo 
explained: "It was the union that got 
women the right to work in the mine; that 
got civil rights . The union sued to get us 
our jobs." 

Wives of the copper workers in Ajo have 
formed a women's auxiliary to support the 
strike. · 

Women are also in the forefront of the 
telephone workers strike. The working 
condition of operators - most of whom 
are women - and their right to be trained 
to do mote skilled, higher-paying jobs, are 
among the issues in the strike. 

The telephone workers' picket lines in 
every area are a testimony to the role of 
women - especially Black women - in 
this strike. 

These are all important battles in the on
going struggle for the equality and dignity 
of women. 

Some important lessons 

These vanguard fighters are learning that 
it's not just the companies that they're up 
against. In fact , what makes these com
panies so powerful is that they have the 
government on their side. 

It 's the government that called out the 
National Guard against the Arizona copper 
strikers. 

It's the judges appointed by Democratic 
and Republican politicians who issue in
junctions against striking telephone work
ers. It's the cops, backed up by the two 
capitalist parties that prowl the picket lines 
looking for some heads to bust in the name 
of protecting private property. 

These are the same two parties that de
feated the ERA and cut off Medicaid funds 

. for abortions. The same two parties that are 
dragging us to war in Central America. 

But just as women are learning who their 
enemies are , they also are seeing who their 
real allies are: their male coworkers; their 
unions; the Black and Latino communities. 

It's the experiences that women are 
going through, particularly working 
women, that are shaking their faith in the 
two-party system, ·and motivating them to 
look toward an alliance with the working 
class and the oppressed nationalities. 

New political instrument necessary 

This kind of alliance needs to have its . 
own political instrument if it is to be effec
tive and to seriously fight for a new kind of 

· government. 
The leading role that Blacks are playing 

in trying to forge this alliance points to the 
need for Blacks to form their own indepen
dent party. Given the ·overwhelmingly 
working-class composition of the Black 

nationality, such a party will not be behold
en to the bankers and businessmen, but to 
Blacks and working people. 

Women will only benefit from such a 
party, which will champion their demands. 

The formation of an independent labor 
party, based on a fighting trade union 
movement, will be another big step toward 
ending the forced dependence of working 
people and women on the Democrats and 
Republicans. 

Like a Black party, a labor party will be 
a powerful instrument in the hands of the 
oppressed to lead a fight against this sys
tem. 

Fighting movement 

Building a new political party"based on 
an alliance of the oppressed and exploited 
is connected to the process of building a 
massive, fighting women's liberation 
movement independent of the two 
capitalist parties. 

The fight for women's rights needs to be 
oriented to the needs of the majority of 
women - working-class women. It must 
start from their needs: Medicaid funding 
for abortions , affirmative action quotas to 
get hired in the coal mines and steel mills, 
passage of the ERA, full government fund
ing for child-care, an end to the U. S. war 
in Central America, and an end to govern
ment -company union-busting. 

This will lead to involving masses of 
working women as the ranks and leaders of 
a fighting women's rights movement. Such 
a movement will find itself squarely up 
against the government and employers and 
on the same side as the unions and the 
Black and Latino communities . 

An inspiring example 

Women in the United States can get a 
glimpse of what can be accomplished by 
looking at what the sisters in Nicaragua 
have-done. 

Nicaraguan women were part of the 
1979 revolution that overthrew domination 
by the same companies and imperialist 
.government that we're fighting here in this 
country today. This revolution established 
a government of workers and farmers, 
which sides with women and workers 
against the bosses. 

The women' s liberation movement in 
Nicaragua today works with the govern
ment to educate on women, s oppression 
and liberation, and to make concrete strides 
forward in advancing the status of women 
as part of building the new Nicaragua. 

In the discussions today in the United 
States about alliances and political action, 
women would do well to keep the example 
of Nicaragua in mind. 

Speecb.by Nicaraguan 
Commander 
Tomas Borge 

Wonten and the 

Nicaraguan 
Revolution 
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1963 civil rights 
march and struggle 
to smash Jim.Crow 
BY HARRY RING 

Jobs. Peace. Freedom. 
These are the main issues confronting 

Black people - and working people as a 
whole - as we mobilize in Washington 
August 27 to focus on these three demands. 

They were also the central issues for 
working people 20 years ago when the first 
March on Washington was held. 

Then, as now, many of those who built 
the action recognized that it had to be 
viewed as part of a process. A process of 
forging a political alliance of the Black and 
labor movements to achieve the goals of 
both. 

And there is the continuing discussion: 
What kind of politics? Politics within the 
two major parties? Or political action inde
pendent of, and in opposition to, both par
ties? 

The present march, however, is not sim
ply a rerun of 1963. Far from it. 

The movement at that time had regis
tered certain gains which would stand us in 
good stead today. 

But we have also made some big politi
cal advances since 1963. 

In 1963, a heroic battle to smash the sys
tem of legal Jim Crow was being fought in 
the South and it succeeded in evoking a 
powerful support movement in the North. 

Militant forces had substantial weight 
within the movement and there was signif
icant sentiment for an independent Black 
political party. 

But there were important weaknesses 
too. 

Role of AFL-CIO 

In 1963, the top bureaucracy of the 
AFL-CIO shamelessly refused to endorse 
the Washington march. They not only took 
a dim view of the civil rights struggle in 
general, but also refused to fight racism 
within the unions. 

One glaring example of a union official
dom standing aside from the civil rights 
struggle was the heads of the United Steel
workers of America. The fact that they had 
a big membership in Birmingham, the site 
of a gigantic civil rights battle in the spring 
of 1963, made this particularly odious. 

Prior to the march, the National Execu
tive Council of the AFL-CIO rejected a res
olution to endorse the Washington march. 
Acting at the behest of the late George 
Meany, then prtrsident of the AFL-CIO, 
the council instead adopted a resolution 
that charitably recognized the "right" of or
ganizations to conduct such a march, and 
conceded the right of union affiliates to 
participate. 

The resolution also threw in the official
dom's hope that the march would be "help
ful and peaceful," thus violence baiting it 
in advance. 

This resolution was opposed by the late 
Walter Reuther, then head of the United 
Auto Workers (UA W). The UA W did par
ticipate in the march. 

1963 police attacks on civil rights mar
chers in Birmingllam triggered nation
wide protests. 

Others pressed for union action as well. 
For years, A. Philip Randolph, president of 
the all-Black Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters, had pressed the unions to throw 
their weight behind the Black struggle, par
ticularly in the area of jobs. 

But it was an uphill fight. 
Today, of course, there is still deep

going racism in the top levels of the union 
officialdom. But in response to rank-and
file pressure, this time the AFL-CIO has . 
officially endorsed the march and a number 
of unions are working actively to build it. 

The 1983 march also has the added de
mand for peace, which was not raised in 
the 1963 demonstration, despite the fact 
that the U.S. war in Vietnam was under 
way. Today broad layers of Blacks and 
other workers recognize that you can't 
fight for jobs and freedom without fighting 
against war. 

Battle to smash Jim Crow 

The historic significance of the 1963 
march is that it marked a climactic point in 
the battle to smash southern Jim Crow. 
That vital struggle for legal rights was 
won. With that victory, Black people -
North and South - were in a stronger situ
ation to wage war against all the fundamen
tal aspects of racist oppression in this coun
try. 

And, in the course of that momentous 
· fight, the beginnings of alliances were 

forged with at least sections of the labor 
movement and other progressive forces. 

It's in that sense that the 1963 march, 
and the gains it represented, opened the 
way for today's battles and the gains we're 
now in a position to win if we follow the 
right course. 

To the extent that such a thing can be 
pinpointed, it can be said that an embattled 
civil rights movement in Birmingham, 
Alabama, crystallized the national move
ment that culminated in the August 1963 
March on Washington. 

Birmingham is a major southern steel
producing city and a coal mining area as 
well. It's one of the most heavily unionized 
cities in the South, and many of those who 
fought in the civil rights movement of the 
time were union members. 

In the spring of 1963, Birmingham's 
Black community escalated an ongoing 
drive against the racist practices of the 
city's downtown merchants. They de
manded jobs be opened to them and that, as 
customers, they receive courteous, equal 
treatment. They also demanded fair em
ployment practices by the city itself. 

Despite a massive cop presence, resolute 
demonstrators marched through downtown 
Birmingham, voicing their protest. 

The aroused Black community was Jed 
by the Alabama Christian Movement for 
Human Rights. Its central leader was Rev. 
Fred Shuttlesworth, a militant, courageous 
fighter. 

Pitted against the community were cops 
with dogs. They were commanded by 
police commissioner "Bull" Connor, a 
notorious racist. 

Within a few days in early May, more 
than 1,100 civil rights fighters had been 
jailed. The next day, student protestors 
boycotted school. Another thousand were 
arrested. 

On May 6, some 3,000 people filtered 
through the police cordon and again de
monstrated downtown. 

By then the jails were filled to overflow
ing. So, instead of more mass arrests, the 
cops and their dogs moved savagely 
against the demonstrators. In addition, 
high pressure fire hoses were turned on the 
people. 

National solidarity 

Meanwhile, the failure of the federal 
govenunent to act in defense of the rights 
of Birmingham's Black community was 
creating a national scandal. 

All the major civil rights groups of the 
time demanded of Pres. John Kennedy that 
there be a federal presence in Birmingham 
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Aug. 28, 1963, March on Washington. Blacks and their allies are in stronger position 
to continue struggle today. 

to protect the rights of the people there. 
The NAACP called for demonstrations 

in northern cities in support of this de
mand. 

Large numbers of people responded. 
In Boston on May 12, a majority Black 

demonstration of 10,000 occurred. 
On May 26 in San Francisco, 30,000 

people poured out for a "Freedom in Bir
mingham" march. 

Then, on June 12, Medgar Evers, Mis
sissippi field secretary for the NAACP, 
was shot from ambush. Evers had been 
under FBI surveillance and his home 
bombed several weeks before. Yet the FBI 
failed to prevent his assassination. 

With the murder of Evers, the national 
outcry swelled. 

On June 24 in Philadelphia, a movement 
fighting for jobs for Blacks called for a 
four-hour work stoppage to mourn Evers. 

It was not determined exactly how many 
people actually walked off the job. But the 
local media agreed it was a significant 
number. During the stoppage, 4,000 
people picketed city hall. 

The Philadelphia action came a day after 
the mightiest local demonstration of them 
all. 

On June 23 in Detroit, a march estimated 
as high as 250,000 jammed the nine Janes 
of Woodward Avenue, the city's main 
thoroughfare, and overflowed at a huge 
downtown rally site. · 

The march had significance beyond the 
vast turnout. For one thing, it was initiated 
and Jed by the militant wing of Detroit's 
Black leadership. 

The principal figure involved was the 
Rev. Albert Cleage. A year later he was to 
take a step toward breaking from the twin 
capitalist parties by running for governor as 
the candidate of a newly created Michigan 
Freedom Now Party. 

Cleage and those working with him en
sured the success of the Detroit demonstra
tion by working for the broadest participa
tion and support. 

In a welcome departure from the 
exclusionary practices of the "established" 
Black leadership, everyone who wanted to 
help build ·the demonstration was wel
come, radical groups like the Socialist 
Workers Party included. All were offi
cially listed as sponsors. 

In addition, endorsement was won from 
the Michigan AFL-CIO; the NAACP; and 
the Detroit Trade Union Leadership Coun
cil, Detroit affiliate of the Negro American 
Labor Council, the initiator of the 1963 
March on Washington and a forerunner of 
the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists. 

Two months later, on August 28, came 
the national March on Washington. A 
quarter-million strong, it was the biggest 
national civil rights demonstration in the 
nation's history. It was not until- the mas
sive movement against the Vietnam War 
that the capital saw bigger protest actions. 

Union participation 

Despite the disgraceful stand of the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council, a number of 
unions participated. Among the union ban
ners along the line of march were those of 
the United Steelworkers of America, 
UAW, National Maritime Union, Interna
tional Ladies' Garment Workers' Union, 
International Union of Electrical Workers, 
and District 50 of the United Mine Workers 
of America. 

Events at the demonstration reflected the 

tension between the militancy of the rank
and-file participants and the conservative 
timidity of the principal official leaders -
top figures in the NAACP, Urban League, 
Southern Christian Leadership Confer
ence, Congress on Racial Equality, plus 
prominent white liberals and union offi
cials like Reuther. 

These officials did their utmost to keep 
the demonstration from developing into a 
confrontation with the Democratic admin
istration of Kennedy. By and large, they 
persisted in supporting Kennedy despite 
his stubborn refusal to act decisively 
against racism. 

One scandalous result of the determina
tion of march officials to shield Kennedy, 
and the Democratic Party, from well de
served attack was the censoring of a speech 
by John Lewis, a leader of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC). 

Although it had begun as the youth sec
tion of SCLC, SNCC had moved a good 
distance to the left of it. 

It was moving toward the ideas of Black 
nationalism as articulated by Malcolm X, 
and coming to recognize the fundamentally 
racist nature of both capitalist parties. 

Lewis' speech reflected the growing 
radicalism of SNCC and rally officials who 
saw an advance text refused to permit him 
to speak unless sections of it were deleted. 

The Militant published the text of the un
censored version of Lewis' speech. (See 
page II of this issue for full text). 

A key point in it, which the censors un
doubtedly most strenuously objected to, 
posed the fundamental political question 
confronting the movement - then and 
now. 

"The party of Kennedy," Lewis de
clared, "is also the party of Eastland. The 
party of Javits is also the party of Goldwa
ter. 

"Where is our party?" 
(Sen. James Eastland was a conservative 

Democrat from Mississippi. Sen. Jacob 
Javits, ·a liberal Republican from New 
York.) 

'Declaration of Washington' 

Even though John Lewis was silenced on 
this point, those pushing the idea of an in
dependent Black political party did make 
their voices heard. 

William Worthy, veteran Black jour
nalist, joined with others in issuing a "De
claration of Washington" calling for crea
tion of a nationwide Freedom Now party. 

They held a well-attended news confer
ence in the capital the morning of the dem
onstration and the manifesto received na
tional media coverage. 

The issue of the Militant sold at the dem
onstration headlined the manifesto and was 
bought by several thousand marchers. 

The march itself was a powerful demon
stration of the strength of Black people in 
this country. It established beyond doubt 
that the struggle for Black emancipation is 
a central issue in U.S. politics and that the 
well-being and futu're of all working people 
is bound up with it. 

And it did register gains. · 
In 1964 a grudging Congress added new 

provisos to civil rights statutes. And, in 
1965 it enacted voting rights legislation 
that has since been utilized by Blacks and 
other oppressed nationalities to win the 
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John Lewis' uncensored speech to '63 rally ,_ 
'We_ can't depend on any party; both Democrats and Republicans have betrayed' 

During the 1960s; one of the most mil
itant forces in the civil rights movement 
was the Student Nonviolent Coordinat
ing Committee (SNCC). SNCC was 
comprised mainly of young southern 
Black rights fighters who were in the 
forefront of the fight to smash official 
Jim Crow. 

On the platform at the 1963 March on 
Washington rally was John Lewis, a cen
tral leader of SNCC. 

But Lewis got to deliver only parts of 
his planned speech. In order to get the 
microphone at all, he was compelled to 
submit to political censorship by conser~ 
vative elements among the platform offi
cials who objected to his forthright at
tack on the two major parties. 

The Militant alone, in its issue of Sept. 
9, 1963, printed the complete, uncen
sored text of Lewis' speech. 

In an introduction, we reported that a 
Catholic archbishop slated to give the in
vocation at the rally read an advance 
copy of Lewis' speech and threatened to 
walk otT the platform if it was delivered 
as written. 

Equally disgraceful, the late Walter 
Reuther, then president of the United 
Auto Workers, reportedly played a key 
role in censoring the speech. 

Various reasons were given for this 
bureaucratic act. But, the Militant 
noted, the real objection "was to Lewis' 
blunt criticism of [President John ] Ken
nedy and the Democratic Party;· That is 
why the statement that the Republicans 
and Democrats had 'betrayed' was 
stricken out. • • ." 

We believe Lewis' indictment of the 
two parties is as· valid today as it was 
then. For the interest oftoday's readers, 
we again present the complete, uncen-
sored text of that speech. · 

We march today for jobs and freedom, 
but we have nothing to be proud of. For 
hundreds and thousands of our brothers are 
not here. They hiwe no money for their 
transportation, for they are receiving star
vation 'wages - or no wages at all. 

In good conscience, we cannot support 
the administration's civil rights bill, for it 
is too little, and too late. There's not one 
thing in the bill that will protect our people 
from police brutality. 

This bill will not protect young children 
and old women fJom police dogs and fire 
hoses, for engaging in peaceful demonstra
tions. This bill will not protect the citizens 
in Danville, Virginia, who must live in 
constant fear in a police state. This bill will 
not protect the hundreds of people who 
have been arrested on trumped-up charges. 
What about the three young men in Amer
icus, Georgia, who face the death penalty 
for engaging in peaceful protest? 

The voting section of this bill will not 
help thousands of Black citizens who want 
to vote; It will not help the citizens of Mis
sissippi, of Alabama, and Georgia, who 
are qualified to vote, but lack a sixth grade 
education. "One man, one vote," is the Af
rican cry. It is ours, too. (It must be ours.) 

People have been forced to leave their 
homes because they dared to exercise their 
right to register to vote. What is in the bill 
that will protect the homeless and starving 
people of this nation? What is there in this 
bill to insure the equality of a maid who 
earns $5 a week in the home of a family 
whose income is $100,000 a year? 

For the first time in 100 years this nation 
is being awakened to the fact that segrega
tion is evil and that it must be destroyed in 
all forms. Your presence today proves that 
you have been aroused to the point of ac
tion. 

We are now involved in a serious revolu
tion. This nation is still a place of cheap po
litical leaders who build their careers on 
immoral compromises and ally themselves 
with' open forms of political , economic, 
and social exploitation. What political 
leader here can stand up and say "My party 
is the party of principles"? The party of 
[President John] Kennedy is also the party 
of [Sen. James] Eastland. The party of 
[Sen. Jacob] Javits is also the party of 
[Sen. Barry] Gol<lwater. Where is our 
party? 

In some parts of the South we work in 

John Lewis addressing 1963 March on Washington 

the fields from sunup to sundown for $12 a 
week. In Albany, Georgia, nine of our 
leaders have been indicted not by Dixie
crats but by the federal government for 
peaceful protest. But what did the federal 
government do when Albany's Deputy 
Sheriff beat Attorney C.B. King and left 
him half-dead? What did the federal gov
ernment do when local police officials 
kicked and assaulted the pregnant wife of 
Slater King, and she lost her baby? 

It seems to me that the Albany indict
ment is part of a conspiracy on the part of 
the federal government and local politi
cians in the interest of expediency. 

Moreover, we have learned - and you 
should know - since we are here for jobs 
and freedom- that within the past I 0 days 
a spokesman for the administration ap
peared in a secret session before the com
mittee that's writing the civil-rights bill and 
opposed and has almost killed a provision 
that would have guaranteed in voting suits, 

for the first time, a fair federal district 
judge. And, I might add, this administra
tion's bill, or any other civil-rights bill
as the 1960 civil-rights act- will be to
tally worthless when administered by racist 
judges, many of whom have been consis
tently appointed by President Kennedy. 

I want to know, which side is the federal 
government on? 

The revolution is at hand, and we must 
free ourselves of the chains of political and 
economic slavery. The non-violent revolu
tion is saying, "We will not wait for the 
courts to act, for we have been waiting for 
hundreds of years. We will not wait for the 
President, the Justice Department, nor 
Congress, but we will take matters into our 
own hands and create a source of power, 
outside of any national structure that could 
and would assure us a victory." To those 
who have said, "Be patient and wait," we 
must say that, "Patience is a dirty and nasty 
word." We cannot be patient, we do not 
want to be free gradually , we want our 

freedom, and we want it now. We cannot 
depend on any political party, for both the 
Democrats and the Republicans have be
trayed the basic principles of the Declara
tion of Independence. 

We all recognize the fact that if any rad
ical social, political, and economic 
changes are to take place in our society, the 
people, the masses, must bring them about. 
In the struggle we must seek more than 
more civil rights; we must work for the 
community of love, peace, and true 
brotherhood . Our minds, souls, and hearts 
cannot rest until freedom and justice exist 
for all the people. 

The revolution is a serious one. Mr. 
Kennedy is trying to take the revolution out 
of the street and put it in the courts. Listen 
Mr. Kennedy, Listen Mr. Congressmen, 
Listen fellow citizens, the Black masses 
are on the march for jobs and freedom, and 
we must say to the politicians that there 
won't be a "cooling-off' period. 

All of us must get in the revolution. Get 
in and stay in the streets of every city, 
every village and every hamlet of this na
tion, until true freedom comes, until the 
revolution is complete. In the Delta of Mis
sissippi, in southwest Georgia, in 
Alabama, Harlem, Chicago, Detroit, 
Philadelphia, and all over this nation. The 
Black masses are on the march! 

We won't stop now. All of the forces of 
Eastland, [Mississippi Gov. Ross) Barnett, 
[Alabama Gov. George] Wallace, and 
[Sen. Strom) Thurmond won't stop this 
revolution. The time will come when we 
will not confine our marching to Washing
ton. We will march through the South, 
through the Heart of Dixie, the way Sher
man did. We shall pursue our own 
"scorched earth" policy and burn Jim Crow· 
to the ground - non-violently. We shall 
fragment the South into a thousand pieces 
and put them back together in the image of 
democracy. We will make the action of the 
past few months look petty. And I say to 
you, WAKE UP AMERICA! 

Louisville Aug. 27 meeting blasts U.S. war 
BY CRAIG HONTS 
AND DAVID WELTERS 

LOUISVILLE - Opposition to the 
Reagan administration's war in Central 
America and its war on workers and farm
ers in this country was the theme of a 
broadly sponsored rally here at Lampton 
Baptist Church on August 12. . 

. The rally was sp<>nsored by the Ken
tucky Coalition of Conscience, which is or
ganizing the Kentucky contingent in the 
August 27 march on Washington. The co
alition has united civil rights organizations, 
labor unions, women's rights advocates, 
peace groups, and religious organizations 
in the fight for jobs, peace, and freedom. 

Benjamin Hooks, the executive director 
of the NAACP, was a featured speaker. He 
had come to Louisville to kick off a na
tional voter registration drive. He assailed 
the Reagan administration's domestic and 
foreign policies. 

Georgia State Sen. Julian Bond told the 
rally Reagan has led an economic attack on 
Blacks "unsurpassed in our history. And 
we' ve seen a military buildup in the United 
States that can surpass all the destruction of 
all our wars. · 

"In Latin America," Bond said, "Amer
ican guns kill American nuns. The United 
States last year alone sent $90 million in 
military aid to the dictatorship in El Sal
vador, $19 million from the CIA to de
stabilize the government of Nicaragua, and 
$26 million in military assistance to Hon
duras ." 

Bond reminded the crowd how protests 
against the war in Vietnam forced Pres. 
Lyndon Johnson to abandon plans for 

. reelection "as an angry nation shouted 'No' 
to his plans for war, financed at the ex
pense of the American poor. 

"That shout should be heard again 
throughout this country at every ballot box·, 
at every forum, at every place where 
people gather," Bond said. 

Other speakers at the rally included state 
NAACP Pres. John Johnson, Rev. Ron 
Robinson, Mattie Jones of the Kentucky 

Alliance Against Racist and Political Re
pression, and a representative of the Ken
tucky Commission on Women. 

Scottie Smith, head of the Kentucky 
AFL-CIO, left the rally before being called 
to speak, but his presence on the platform 
was indicative of the significant labor sup
port for the demonstration. 

Even though the AFL-CIO nationally is 
focusing on local Labor Day activities 'in
stead of the August 27 march on Washing
ton , unions here will be sending contin
gents of tobacco workers, auto workers, 
possibly striking communication workers, 
and others to the Washington demonstra
tion. 

Hal Hamilton, a leader of the Kentucky 
Farm Survival Association .and an execu
tive board member of the North American 
Fru:m Alliance (NAFA), pledged support 
for the march and announced that NAFA 
will participate with its own banner. 

Hainilton explained that farmers face a 
serious crisis that is forcing families off the 

Georgia State Sen. Julian Bond told 
rally, ''In Latin America, American 
guns kill American nuns." 

land at a rate of almost 1 percent each 
month. "The land ought to return to the 
hands of the families who care for it," he 
explained. 

"Prices farmers receive are the lowest 
since 1932, and farm debt has increased 10 
times since 10 years ago," Hamilton said. 
"In 1982 interest payments were greater 
than net farm income. 

"Farmers need help," he said, noting 
that they are reaching out in solidarity to 
other working people to achieve their 
goals. 

The speech of Victor Rubio, a represen
tative of the Revolutionary Democratic 
Front of El Salvador, clearly had a big im
pact on the audience. 

Rubio solidarized with the struggle for 
jobs, peace, and freedom in the United 
States and said there was an urgent need for 
the peoples of both countries to denounce 
the injustice that Reagan is perpetrating 
against the people of Central America. 

"We also have a dream," Rubio said, "a 
dream of justice, freedom, and love. 

"Our brothers and sisters in Nicaragua 
are seeing their dream become reality," he 
explained, with the Sandinista victory four 
years ago. 

"And we, the people of El Salvador, are 
at the threshhold of our dream. But we are 
witnessing the U.S. government trying to 
stop our dream, siding with a corrupt, ruth
less dictatorship." 

Rubio said that over $1 billion has been 
spent since 1979 to stop the revolution in 
Central America , not inclu9ing the current 
massive troop maneuvers in Honduras and 
the operations by naval task forces in both 
the Caribbean and the Pacific coasts off Ni
caragua, El Salvador, and Honduras. 

But, Rubio said, the revolution in El Sal
vador is a historical necessity to achieve 
justice and freedom for his people, and that 
"no amount of aid will stop this revolution-
ary process." . 

"Mr. Reagan's policies will fail," he 
said, "because w e are determined to fight 
on to final victory." 
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As we march in Washington, D.C., on 
August 27 we are reminded of discus
sions that occurred in the Black move
ment in the early 1960s over political 
perspectives and strategy. 

A leading participant in those discus
sions was Malcolm X - one of the most 
outstanding Black leaders in U.S. his
tory. Malcolm articulated many of the 
political questions facing Blacks in their 
struggle to win full equality and self-de
termination. Although he was assassi
nated in 1965, his views remain alive 
today among many radical-minded 
Blacks and other workers. 

For these reasons the Militant is re
printing below excerpts from Malcolm's 
1964 speech, "The Ballot or the Bullet." 
(The full speech is available in Malcolm 
X Speaks.) 

Malcolm gave this speech to a sym
posium entitled "The Negro Revolt -
What Comes Next?" sponsored by the 
Clevehtnd chapter of the Congress of 
Racial Equality. 

Malcolm takes up in this speech his 
conception of Black nationalism and ex
plains how the Democratic and Republi
can parties are used by the government 
to keep Blacks oppressed. 

His main point, which is relevant for 
today, is that an effective civil rights 
strategy must be based on independent 
Black politics. 

"Brother Lomax" refers to Louis E. 
Lomax, a Black writer, who also spoke 
on the paneL 

Mr. Moderator, Brother Lomax, 
brothers and sisters, friends and enemies: I 
just can ' t believe everyone in here is a 
friend and I don't want to leave anybody 
out. The question tonight , as I understand 
it, is "The Negro Revolt, and Where Do 
We Go From Here?" or "What Next?" In 
my little humble way of understanding it, 
it points toward either the ballot or the bul
let. 

I am one who doesn't believe in delud-
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Malcolm X • • 
'The Ballot 
or the Bullet' 

ing myself. I'm not going to sit at your 
table and watch you eat, with nothing on 
my plate , and call myself a diner. Sitting at 
the table doesn ' t make you a diner, unless 
you eat some of what's on that plate. Being 
here in America doesn't make you an 
American. Being born here in America 
doesn't make you an American . Why if 
birth made you an American, you wouldn't 
need any legislation, you wouldn't need 
any amendments to the Constitution . 

No, I'm not an American. I'm one of the 
. 22 million Black people who are the vic

tims of Americanism. One of the 22 mil
lion Black people who are the victims of 
democracy, nothing but disguised hypoc
risy. So, I'm not standing here speaking to 
you as an American, or a patriot , or a flag
saluter, or a flag-waver- no, not I. I'm 
speaking as a victim of this American sys
tem. And I see America through the eyes of 
the victim. I don't see any American 
dream; I see an American nightmare . 

22 million victims 

These 22 million victims,.are waking up. 
Their eyes are coming open. They're be
ginning to see what they used to only look 
at. They ' re becoming politically mature . 

It was the Black man' s vote that put the 
present administration in Washington , 
D.C. Your vote, your dumb vote, your ig
norant vote, your wasted vote put in an ad
ministration in Washington, D. C., that has 
seen fit to pass every kind of legislation 
imaginable, saving you until last, then 
filibustering on top of that. 

In this present administration they have 
in the House of Representatives 257 Dem
ocrats to only 177 Republicans . They con
trol two-thirds of the House vote . Why 
can ' t they pass something that will help 
you and me? In the Senate, there are 67 
senators who are of the Democratic Party . 
Only 33 of them are Republicans. Why , 
the Democrats have got the government 
sewed up, and you're the one who sewed it 
up for them. 

And what have they given you for it? 
Four years in office, and just now getting 
around to some civil-rights legislation. Just 
now , after everything else is gone, out of 
the way , they're going to sit down now and 
play with you all summer long- the same 
old giant con game that they call filibuster. 

All those are in cahoots together. Don ' t 
you ever think they're not in cahoots to
gether, for the man that is heading the 
civil-rights filibuster is a man from Georgia 
named Richard Russell . When Johnson be
came president, the · first man he asked for 
when he got back to Washington, D.C. , 
was "Dicky"- that's how tight they are . 
That's his boy, that's his pal, that's his 
buddy. But they're playing that old con 
game . One of them makes believe he' s for 
you , and he's got it fixed where the other 
one is so tight against you, he never has to 
keep his promise. 

So it's time in 1964 to wake up. And 
~hen you see them coming up with that 
kind of conspiracy, let them know your 
eyes are open . And let them know you got 
something else that's wide open too. It's 
got to be the ballot or the bullet. The ballot 
or the bullet. If you're afraid to use an ex
pression like that, you should get on out of 
the country, you should get back in the cot
ton patch, you should get back in the alley. 

They get all the Negro vote, and after 
they get it, the Negro gets nothing in re
turn. All they did when they got to Wash
ington was give a few big Negroes big 
jobs . Those big Negroes didn't need big 
jobs, they already had jobs . That's camou
flage, that's trickery, that's treachery, win
dow-dressing. I'mnot trying to knock out 
the Democrats for the Republicans, we ' ll 
get to them in a minute. But it is true -
you put the Dem~rats first and the Demo
crats put you last. 

Dixiecrats are Democrats 

Look at it the way it is . What alibis do 
they use, since they control Congress and 
the Senate? What alibi do they use when 
you and I ask, "Well, when are you going 
to keep your promise?" They blame the 
Dixiecrats. What is a Dixiecrat? A Demo
crat. A Dixiecrat is nothing but a Democrat 
in disguise . The titular head of the Demo
crats is also the head of the Dixiecrats, be
cause the Dixiecrats are a part of the Dem
ocratic Party. 

They have got a con game going on, a 
political con game, and you and I are in the 
middle. It's time for you and me to wake 
up and start looking at it like it is, and try
ing to understand it like it is; and then we 
can deal with it like it is . 

I say again, I'm not anti-Democrat, I'm 
not anti-Republican, I'm not anti-anything. 
I'm just questioning their sincerity, and 
some of the strategy that they 've been 
using on our people by promising them 
promises that they don't intend to keep. 

When you keep the Democrats in power, 
you ' re keeping the Dixiecrats in power. I 
doubt that my good Brother Lomax will 
deny that. A vote for a Democrat is a vote 
for a Dixiecrat. That's why, in 1964, it's 
time now for you and me to become more 
politically mature and realize what the bal
lot is for; what we're supposed to get when 
we cast a ballot; and that if we don't cast a 
ballot, it's going to end up in a situation 
where we're going to have to cast a bullet. 
It's either a ballot or a bullet. 

Racist government 

So, what I'm trying to impress upon 
you, in essence , is this: You and I in Amer
ica are faced not with a segregationist con
spiracy, we're faced with a government 
conspiracy. 

Everyone who's filibustering is a senator 
-·that's the government. Everyone who ' s 
finagling in Washington , D.C ., is a con
gressman - that's the government. You 
don't have anybody putting blocks in your 
path but people who are a patt of the gov
ernment. The same government that you go 
abroad to fight for and die for is the govern
ment that is in a conspiracy to deprive you 
of your voting rights , deprive you of your 
economic opportunities, deprive you of de
cent housing, deprive you of decent educa
tion . 

You don't need to go to the employer 
alone, it is the government itself. the gov
ernment of America , that is responsible for 
the oppression and exploitation and degra
dation of Black people in this country. And 
you should drop it in their lap . This gov
ernment has failed the Negro. This so
called democracy has failed the Negro . 
And all these white liberals have definitely 

failed the Negro. 

So, where do we go from here? First, we 
need some friends . We need some new al
lies. The entire civil-rights struggle needs a 
new interpretation, a broader interpreta
tion. We need to look at this civil-rights 
thing from another angle -from the inside 
as well as from the outside. To those of us 
whose philosophy is Black nationalism, 
the only way you can get involved in the 
civil-rights -struggle is give it a new in
terpretation. That old interpretation 
excluded us. It kept us out. So, we're giv
ing a new interpretation to the civil-rights 
struggle, an interpretation that will enable 
us to come into it, take part in it. 

Black nationalism 

The Black nationalists, those whose 
philospphy is Black nationalism, in bring
ing about this new interpretation of the en
tire meaning of civil rights, look upon it as 
meaning, as Brother Lomax has pointed 
out, equality of opportunity. 

Well, we're justified in seeking civil 
rights, if it means equality of opportunity, 
because all we're doing there is trying to 
collect for our investment. 

Our mothers and fathers invested sweat 
and blood. Three hundred and ten years we 
worked in this country without a dime in 
return- I mean without a dime in return. 
You let the white man walk around here 
talking about how rich this country is, but 
you never stop to think how it got rich so 
quick. It got rich because you made it rich. 

This is our investment. This is our con
tribution - our blood. Not only did we 
give of our free labor, we gave of our 
blood. Every time he had a call to arms, we 
were the first ones in uniform . We died on 
every battlefield the white man had. We 
have made a greater sacrifice than anybody 
who's standing up in America today. We 
have made a greater contribution and have 
collected less. Civil rights, for those of us 
whose philosophy is Black nationalism, 
means: "Give it to us now . Don't wait for 
next year. Give it to us yesterday, and 
that's not fast enough." 

The political philosophy of Black 
nationalism means that the Black man 
should control the politics and the politi
cians in his own community ; no more . The 
Black man in the Black community has to 
be re-educated into the science of politics 
so he will know what politics is supposed 
to bring him in return. 

Don't be throwing out any ballots. A 
ballot is like a bullet. You don't throw vour 
ballots until you see a target, and i( that 
target is not within your reach, keep your 
ballot in your pocket. The political 
philosophy of Black nationalism is being 
taught in the Christian church. It's being 
taught in the NAACP. It ' s being taught in 
CORE meetings. It's being taught in 
SNCC [Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee] meetings. It's being taught in 
Muslim meetings. It's being taught where 
nothing but atheists and agnostics come to
gether. It's being taught everywhere. 

Black people are fed up with the dilly
dallying, pussyfooting, compromising ap
proach that we've been using toward get
ting our freedom . We want freedom now, 
but we're not going to get it saying "We 
Shall Overcome." We've got to fight until 
we overcome. 
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Washington's war against the peoples 
•f Central America brings to mind an 
mportant speech Dr. Martin -Luther 
Gog, Jr., gave on the Vietnam War on 
~pril4, 1967- a year to the day before 
!is assassination. 

The fact that the Aug. 27, 1983, 
~arch on Washington includes the slo
:an for peace - unlike the 1963 civil 
·ights march - reflects the political ad
ance of many Black leaders and the 
~lack movement as a whole. Opposition 
o U.S. war policy is now seen as part of 
he struggle for civil rights. 

Although King makes clear in his 
.peech his opposition to Marxism and 
:ommunism, he argues that "the great
~st purveyor of violence in the world 
oday" is the U.S. government. 

Titled "Beyond Vietnam," King's 
:peech was given to a New York meeting 
f Clergy and Laymen Concerned About 
r'ietnam. It is an important contrJbution 
o today's discussion among many 
Uacks and other working people about 
vhy we should oppose U.S. intervention 
.1 Ceutral-America today. 
~xierpts from the speech are re

rinted below. 

Since I am a preacher by trade, I suppose 
is not surprising that I have several 

:asons for bringing Vietnam into the field 
1f my moral vision. There is at the outset a 
1ery obvious and almost faci le connection 
'etween the war in Vietnam and the strug
le l , and others , have been waging in 
\merica. 

A few years ago there was a shining mo-
11ent in that struggle . It seemed as if there 
vas a real promise of hope for the poor -
10th Black and white - through the Pov
:rty Program. There were experiments , 
opes, new beginnings . 

Then came the buildup in Vietnam, and 
watched the program broken and eviscer

.ted as if it were some idle political play
ling of a society gone mad on war, and I 

mew that America would never invest the 

Martin Luther 
King, Jr.: 

4i 

1'Beyond Vietnam' 
necessary funds or energies in rehabilita
tion of its poor so long as adventures like 
Vietnam continued to draw men and skills 
and money like some demoniacal destruc
tive suction tube. So I was increasingly 
compelled to see the war as an enemy of 
the poor and to attack it as such. 

Perhaps the more tragic recognition of 
reality took place when it became clear to 
me that the war was doing far more than 
devastating the hopes of the poor at home . 
It was sending their sons and their brothers 
and their husbands to fight and to die in ex
traordinarily high proportions relative to 
the rest of the population. We were taking 
the Black young men who had been crip
pled by our society and sending them 8,000 
miles away to guarantee liberties in South
east Asia which they had not found in 
Southwest Georgia and East Harlem. 

Cruel irony 

So we have been repeatedly faced with 
the cruel irony of watching Negro and 
white boys on TV screens as they kill and 
die together for a nation that has been un
able to seat them together. in the same 
schools . So we watch them in brutal sol
idarity burning the huts of a poor village, 
but we realize that they would never live on 
the same block in Detroit. I could not be si
lent in the face of such cruel manipulation 
of the poor. 

My third reason moves to an even deeper 
level of awareness , for it grows out of my 
experience in the ghettos of the North over 
the last three years - especially the last 
three summers . As I have walked among 
the desperate, rejected, and angry young 
men, I have told them that Molotov 
cocktails and rifles would not solve their 
problems. I have tried to offer them my 
deepest compassion while maintaining my 
conviction that social change comes most 
meaningfully through nonviolent action. 

But they asked - and rightly so- what 
about Vietnam? They asked if our nation 
wasn' t using massive doses of violence to 
solve its problems, to bring about the 

changes it wanted. Their questions hit 
home, and I knew that I could never again 
raise my voice against the violence of the 
oppressed in the ghettos without having 
first spoken clearly to the greatest purveyor 
of violence in the world today - my own 
government. 

For the sake of those boys, for the sake 
of this government, for the sake of the hun
dreds of thousands trembling under our 
violence , I cannot be silent. 

For those who ask the question , "Aren ' t 
you a civil rights leader?" and thereby 
mean to exclude me from the movement 
for peace, I have this further answer. In 
1957 when a group of us formed the South
em Christian Leadership Conference, we 
chose as our motto: "To save the soul of 
America." We were convinced that we 
could not limit our vision to certain rights 
for Black people, but instead affirmed the 
conviction that America would never be 
free or saved from itself unless the descen
dants of its slaves were loosed completely 
froJ.ll the shackles they still wear. 

Au~op~y mu,st r~~d Vietnam .. 

If America's soul becomes totally 
poisoned, part of the autopsy must read 
Vietnam. It can never be saved so long as 
it destroys the deepest hopes of men the 
world over. So it is that those of us who are 
yet determined that America will be are led 
down the path of protest and dissent, work
ing for the health of our land. 

And as I ponder the madness of Vietnam 
and search within myself for ways to un
derstand and respond in compassion, my 
mind goes constantly to the people of that 
peninsula. I speak now not of the soldiers 
of each side, not the junta in Saigon, but 
simply of the people who have been living 
under the curse of war for almost three con
tinuous decades now. I think of them too 
because it is clear to me that there will be 
no meaningful solution there until some at
tempt is made to know them and hear their 
broken cries . 

They must see Americans as strange 

liberators. The Vietnamese people pro
claimed their own independence in 1945 
after a combined French and Japanese oc
cupation, and before the communist revo
lution in China. They were led by Ho Chi 
Minh . Even though they quoted the Amer
ican Declaration of Independence in their 
own document of freedom, we refused to 
recognize them. Instead, we decided to 
support France in its reconquest of her 
former colony. 

Our government felt then that the Viet
namese people were not "ready" for inde
pendence, and we again fell victim to the 
deadly Western arrogance that has 
poisoned the international atmosphere for 
so long. With that tragic decision we re
jected a revolutionary government seeking 
self-determination, and a government that 
had been established not by China (for 
whom the Vietnamese have no great love) 
but by clearly indigenous forces that in
cluded some communists. For the peasants 
this new government meant real land re
form, one ofthe most important needs in 
their lives. 

For nine years following 1945, we de
nied the people of Vietnam the right of in
dependence. For nine years we vigorously 
supported the French in their abortive ef
fort to recolonize Vietnam. 

Before the end of the war, we were 
meeting 80 percent of the French war 
costs . Even before the French were de
feated at Dien Ben Phu , they began to de
spair of the reckless action, but we did not. 
We encouraged them with our huge finan
cial and military supplies to continue the 
war even after they had lost the will. Soon 
we would be paying almost the full costs of 
this tragic attempt at recolonization. 

After the French were defeated it looked 
as if independence and land reform would 
come again through the Geneva agree
ments. But instead there came the United 
States , determined that Ho should not ynify 
the temporarily divided nation, and the 
peasants watched again as we supported 
one of the most vicious modem dictators 
- our chosen man, Premier Diem. 

The peasants watched and cringed -as 
Diem ruthlessly routed out all opposition, 
supported their extortionist landlords, and 
refused even to discuss reunification with 
the North . The peasants watched as all this 
was presided over by U. S. influence and 
then by increasing numbers of U.S. troops 
who came to help quell the insurgency that 
Diem's methods had aroused. 

When Diem was overthrown they may 
have been happy, but the long line of mili
tary dictatorships seemed to offer no real 
change - especially in terms of their need 
for land and peace. 

American promises 

The only change came from America as 
we increased our troop commitments in 
support of governments which were singu
larly corrupt , inept, and without popular 
support. All the while the people read our 
leaflets and received regular promises of 
peace and democracy - and land reform . 

Ne must continue to raise our voices if our nation persists in its perverse ways in Vietnam. We must be prepared to match ac
tions with words by seeking out every creative means of protest possible," King explainecl. 

Now they languish under our bombs and 
consider us - not their fellow Vietnamese 
- the real enemy. They move sadly and 
apathetically as we herd them off the land 
of their fathers into concentration camps 

Continued on Page 20 
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RevoJutionary heritage of working class 
BY DAVID FRANKEL 

More than I ,000 members and suppor
ters of the Socialist Workers Party and 
Young Socialist Alliance took part in an 

·educational and activists conference held 
in Oberlin, Ohio, from July 30 to August 
6. About half of the men and women at
tending the conference were currently 
working in industrial jobs. Another quarter 
were either on layoff or else actively look
ing for work in industry . 

These socialist workers came together 
from all over the United States (and there 
were guests in attendance from a score of 
countries, including 75 from Canada). 
They discussed the current stage of the 
class struggle, learned from the experi
ences of other revolutionary workers -
both past and present - and advanced the 
work of building revolutionary workers 
parties in North America and around the 
world. 

Seven major talks dealing with central 
issues in the class struggle were presented 
to the conference: In the opening presenta
tion, SWP National Secretary Jack Barnes 
touched on the various themes that were 
further developed in the course of the 
week. Taking note of "something we're 
very proud of this year," Barnes pointed 
out that "half of the morning talks to every
body here to orient American revolution
ists in the class struggle are going to be 
given by fellow revolutionaries from other 
countries." 

Conference banners trace continuity of revolutionary workers movement from Communist Manifesto to Nicaraguan revolution. 

Steve Tyson, a leader of the Revolution
ary Workers League of Canada, spoke on 
the national question in the imperialist 
epoch. Brian Brewster of the Socialist 
League, the SWP's sister party in Britain, 
spoke on the communist road to peace. 
And Dodie Ellis, also of the Socialist 
League, discussed the centrality of the 
fight for women's liberation to the socialist 
revolution. 

All three are members of the Interna
tional Executive Committee of the Fourth 
International, as are the SWP leaders who 
gave major talks. (The Fourth International 
is an international Marxist organization 
founded in 1938 by Bolshevik-Leninists 
following the degeneration of the Com
munist International. The SWP, while 
barred by reactionary U.S. legislation from 
formal affiliation to the Fourth Interna
tional, actively supports it and participates 
in its meetings.) 

The SWP's three national chairpersons, 
Barry Sheppard, Mary-Alice Waters, and 
Malik Miah, spoke respectively on the cur
rent stage of U.S. politics, the dictatorship 
of the proletariat, and the next steps in 
building a revolutionary workers party in 
the United States. 

'Revolution has begun' 

Referring in his opening talk to the revo
lutionary victory in Cu~a nearly 25 years 
ago, and to the new victories in Grenada 
and Nicaragua, Barnes declared that "the 
American socialist revolution has begun, 
has expanded, and is marching along ." 

This reality, Barnes explained, "the real
ity of the living, ongoing socialist revolu
tion, fighting arms in hand to extend itself 
and to defend itself," is central to the per-

SWP National Secretary Jack Barnes 
said Cuban, Nicaraguan, and Grena
dian revolutions signaled ''the American 
socialist ·revolution has begun, ex
panded, and is marching along." 

spective of socialist workers in the United 
States. What these revolutions have begun 
can only be completed successfully 
through the working class in the United 
States wresting power from the hands of 
the U.S. ruling class. 

"We are in a preparatory period prior to 
the working class challenging the im
perialists for power," Barnes stated. Dur
ing this preparatory period the cadres of the 
communist party that can lead that fight are 
being gathered, are gaining experience, 
and are learning how to apply the Marxist 
method in the course of the class struggle. 

Such a party, Barnes explained, can only 
be a workers party , "a party deeply com
mitted to and deeply part of the struggles of 
the working class as it exists, and rooted in 
its strongest organizations as they exist 
today." 

Discussions, meetings, and classes 

In keeping with this perspective, a key 
aspect of the conference was the meetings 
of the nine national industrial union frac
tions of the SWP and YSA. These meet
ings discussed the work being done in the 
industrial unions and set plans for further 
activity. 

Alongside discussions about the activity 
of SWP and YSA members in the unions, 
Black organizations, the National Organi
zation for w·omen, and other groups, the 
conference featured dozens of classes. 
These were on Marxist theory, the history 
of the workers movement, and revolution
ary struggles around the world. Some of 
these were given by participants in these 
international struggles . 

Special emphasis was placed on study
ing the continuity of the revolutionary 
workers movement from the time of Marx 
and Engels, to the Russian revolution of 
1917 and the first five years (1919-23) of 
the Communist International, up through 
the emergence of new mass revolutionary 
Marxist parties in Cuba, Nicaragua, and 
Grenada. 

'The march of a class' 

In discussing this revolutionary con
tinuity, Barnes pointed out that one aspect 
often ignored is that the Communist Man
ifesto was not just the work of two brilliant 
young men, but "was the document of a 
group of organized workers." 

Describing the process that led to the 
writing of the Communist Manifesto, 
which remains to this day the basic prog
rammatic document of the revolutionary 
workers movement around the world, 
Barnes explained, "What happened is 
exactly what happened to almost everyone 
in this room. 

"Marx and Engels began to get !nvoh·ed 
in politics . . . and at a certain stage they 
got recruited to a party by a number of ex
perienced worker-Bolsheviks . . . a group 
of German workers who became more and 
more convinced that communism had to be 
put on a scientific foundation, who more 
and more saw the march of a class." 

Marx and Engels "were recruited to a 
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party. They argued out the politics and they 
were given the assignment to write the 
document." 

Internationalism was an essential ele
ment of the Marxist movement from its be
ginnings, as indicated in the famous call 
for workers of all countries to unite . But 
the development of Marxism and of Marx
ist parties could only come about on the 
basis of the growth of the working class. 

Thus, the Socialist International, which 
held its first congress in 1889, was limited 
primarily to Europe and North America. 

'A parasitic imperialism' 

By the tum of the century, however, the 
development of monopoly capitalism had 
led to the division of the world among a 
handful of oppressor nations. "That is what 
opened the 20th century," Barnes noted. 
"A parasitic imperialism, an imperialism 
that Lenin said 60 years ago lived on the 
back of the Negro, lived on the 
superexploitation and brutal colonization 
of people of color around the world and in · 
the imperialist bastions themselves." 

Along with the development of im
perialism came the imperialist wars, civil 
wars, wars of nationalliberatiOf!, and pro
letarian uprisings that characterize our 
epoch . "It is this imperialist system that is 
the source of these wars," Barnes declared, 
"and, most important of all, it is the over
throw of imperialism which can bring an 
end to war. The imperialist ruling class 
cannot, has not, and will not be disarmed. 
That is impossible. But it can be over
thrown." 

With the imperialist epoch, the fight for 
women's rights, for independence in the 
colonial countries, for national liberation, 
and for agrarian revolution all became 
world questions for the first time. But dec
ades of prosperity in the imperialist coun
tries and the development of what Lenin 
described as the aristocracy of labor ate 
away at the revolutionary fiber of the 
Socialist International. 

The labor aristocracy, "a layer of the 
working class in the imperialist countries 
that had the most employment and received 
the best wages," became convinced, 
Barnes explained, "that to one degree or 
another their future and the future of their 
families lay with tying themselves to their 
bosses, not to other workers - especially 
the colonial peoples." 

Lenin declared that the Second Interna
tional had become "the international of the 
white race," both because its base was li
mited to the European workers and because 
of its support to the imperialist rulers, 
which was revealed for all to see with the 
ou_tbreak of World War I. Most of the par
ties of the Second International called on 
the workers to support the imperialist war. 

A new leadership arises 

"Out of this disaster and out of this car
nage rose a new world party, the Com
munist International," Barnes said . This 
was a leadership based on the most op
pressed and exploited layers of the working 
people. 

"It was a movement that hated every as
pect of the oppression of women, that 
sought reports at its conferences, organiza
tions, and conventions from the women of 
the Far East, from women of all parts of the 
world, about their battles. It was an organi
zation that called on the masses of the colo
nial world to rise up in war against their op
pressors and offered them unconditional 
support. It was a world movement that 
promised the toilers of the countryside it 
would fight to the death with them to get 
the landlords and the imperialists off their 
backs . It was a leadership like they have 
down in Central America and the Carib
bean today." 

The deep internationalism of Lenin and 
of the Communist International during 
Lenin's time is especially important for 
revolutionaries in the United States. As 
Barnes stressed, "The American working 
class is involved in two continents, and the 
working class of the United States is and 
always has been a working class that is 
multinational." 

He quoted Louis Fraina, one of the dele
gates from the United States to the second 
congress of the Communist International, 
held in 1920. As Fraina saw it, "the move
ment in the United States and in Latin 
America must be regarded as one single 
movement. O~r strategy and tactics must 
start from the standpoint not only of the 
world revolution but of an American revo
lution involving the whole of America." 

An indication of how seriously this per
spective is taken by the SWP and YSA was 
that fully 44 percent of those attending the 
conference were either fluent in Spanish or 
studying Spanish. All of the major talks at 
the conference and many of the classes 
were translated into both Spanish and 
French. In addition, more than a dozen 
classes were given in Spanish. 

Capitalist expansion and witch-hunt 

SWP National Chairperson Barry Shep
pard took up the current political situation 
facing U.S. workers ip more detail. He 
began by recalling that with the end of 
World War II "the world capitalist ectJ
nomy entered a long period of capitalist ex
pansion," an expansion that was accom
panied by "a major political retreat of the 
American working class." 

In that period of retreat the labor bu
reaucracy tightened its grip on the industri
al unions and joined the witch-hunt in
itiated by the ruling class, driving com
munists - and many militant workers in 
general - out of the unions. 

With the rise of the civil rights struggle 
in the South and later the movement 
against the war in Vietnam, Sheppard 
noted, there was a "revitalization of the 
class struggle, . . . a bouncing back from 
the retreat of the decade before." 

But the revival of the. class struggle 
primarily took place outside the unions. 
The union bureaucracy blocked the labor 
movement from taking the lead in the fight 
for Black rights, and even from actively 

· supporting that struggle. The AFL-CIO 
Continued on Page 16 



New. steps forward 
in building a party 
of socialist workers 

Barry Sheppard (left) and Malik Miah (right) presented major talks at con
ference. 

BY GEOFF MIRELOWITZ 
The progress being made by the Socialist 

Workers Party in bt.Jilding a revolutionary 
party of industrial workers was one of the 
major themes of the Socialist Educational 
and Activists Conference held in Ohio July 
30 - August 6. Two major talks presented 
to the entire conference by SWP national 
officers Barry Sheppard and Malik Miah · 
discussed this in depth. 

Miah's talk, presented at the conclusion , 
of the gathering, brought together some of 
the key lessons being drawn by socialist in
dustrial workers and outlined some of the 
big tasks facing the party. Chief among 
these is the fight against the escalating 
U.S. war in Central America. 

The framework for all these tasks, Miah 
explained, is the party's base in the indus
trial working class, particularly nine of the 
major industrial unions where the party is 
concentrating its forces . These are the 
United Auto Workers (UA W), United 
Steelworkers of America (USWA), United 
Mine Workers of America (UMW A), 
United Tr&nsportation Union (UTU), Oil , 
Chemical and Atomic Workers (OCA W), 
International Association of Machinists 
(lAM), International Union of Electrical 
Workers (IUE), Amalgamated Clothing 
and Textile Workers ' Union (ACTWU), 
and International Ladies' Garment Work
ers! Union (ILGWU). 

One of the most important components 
of the conference was the series of meet
ings of socialist workets who are active in 
each of these unions. While much of the 
conference took up political developments 
in the working class on a national and inter
national level, these meetings were aimed 
at discussing the particular developments 
in each of these unions and among the 
workers in the industries they organize. 

Several of these meetings were enriched 
by the participation of revolutionists from 
Canada and Quebec, who are members of 
some of the same international unions as 
socialist workers in the United States. 
Some meetings also included other interna
tional observers as well. 

Impact of upturn 

Drawing on the discussions in these 
meetings, Miah took up the impact of the 
recession on both the working class and the 
SWP and the new opportunities posed by 
the upturn in the capitalist business cycle. 

The massive and often devastating un
employment in many basic industries 
forced tens of thousands of steelworkers, 
auto workers, railroaders, and others out of 
their jobs. Socialist workers, who had built 
the beginnings of an important base in 
unions in these industries, lost their jobs 
along with many other young workers. 

In spite of these obstacles, the party con
tinued to deepen its orientation to the in
dustrial working class. " It would be 
wrong," explained Miah, "to say that we 
simply hung on during the recession, wait
ing for new job openings." In fact, he ob
served, "we actually strengthened the party 
during this past period." 

One important way in which this was ac
complished, said Miah, was by further de
veloping the party's orientation toward 
garment and textile workers, a particularly 
oppressed and exploited section of the 
working class, and toward the key unions 
that organize these workers, the ILGWU 
andACTWU. -

On the very first 'day of the conference a 
meeting of ·close to I 00 socialist workers 

who are employed in these closely related 
industries was held. It voted unanimously, 
on the basis of the recommendation of a· 
leadership meeting of socialist garment and 
textile workers held in July, to concentrate 
its forces decisively in these two union_s. 

This was the result of a two-year process 
in which the party had begun to develop a 
base among these workers . This decision, 
which was only possible as the product of 
this experience, brought the party's orien
tation toward garment and textile workers 
in line with its general orientation of con
centrating its forces in the major industrial 
union in each industry. This step was an 
important acquisition for the entire party, 
Miah explained. 

He also pointed to a similar decision 
made by electrical workers at the confer
ence. In this case the SWP decided to con
centrate its forces at this time in the IUE 
because of its -role as the dominant union 
organizing the giant electrical plants. 

Plant gate sales 

Another way in which the party was 
strengthened, said Miah, was through its 
decision to establish regular weekly sales 
of the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial at 
plant gates as a norm of party membership. 
This involved more of the party member
ship in regular political discussion with 
workers in key industries and unions in 
each city, including those at plants where 
deep layoffs prevented young revolution
ists from working side by side with these 
workers on the job. 

Moreover, these plant-gate sales have 
made the SWP more attuned to important 
developments in the working class. Miah 
pointed to an inspiring example provided 
by socialists in Arizona who have been reg
ularly traveling three and four hours to the 
copper mining towns of that state to sup
port striking copper workers . Organized in 
the USW A and other unions, the copper · 
workers have been on the picket lines since 
July 1. · 

Miah told the conference that, at a work
shop earlier in the week where the party's 
progress in plant-gate sales had been dis
cussed, Arizona socialists had reported 
selling more than 600 copies of the Militant 
and its Spanish-language sister publica
tion , Perspectiva Mundial , to the strikers. 

Miah also observed that plant-gate sales 
are teaching the party how to make better 
use of Perspectiva Mundial. Through this 
effort the party is learning where the largest 
concentrations of Spanish-speaking work
ers are in each city and is selling to them 
more regularly. · 

Self-confidence 

Pointing to the high level of enthusiasm 
among conference participants and the in
tensive political discussion throughout the 
week, Miah said the party would leave the 
conference a more self-confident organiza
tion. However, this renewed confidence is 
not based solely on the party's accomplish
ments in the face of the recession. It is also 
in response to new developments in the 
working class. 
· With the upturn in the capitalist business 
cycle, profits are up and, while millions re~ 
main unemployed, workers are being re
called from layoff and new hiring is taking 
place. 

Workers watching this begin to develop 
a new confidence. Some, like auto workers 
at Chrysler, see the opportunity to fight to 

regain some of what they lost in the past 
few years. A greater willingness to stand 
up to employer demands for concessions 
develops as well . 

The exact pace of these developments 
cannot be predicted. However, several im
portant contracts are up in key industries 
this fall or early winter. These may be im
portant tests of developing combativity 
among workers. These include contracts at 
Chrysler Corp.; in the aerospace industry, 
starting with the giant Boeing Corp. in Oc
tober; and in the oil refineries. 

The most important immediate step the 
party can take, Miah explained, is to re
·double its efforts to concentrate its mem
bership in the nine industrial unions where 
the party is building a national presence. 

The progress the party is making on this 
score was clearly demonstrated in the 
meeting of socialist workers active in the 
UAW. As one of the unions hardest hit by 
the recession, it is also one where socialists 
have been hard hit by layoffs. 

But the Oberlin meeting was one of the 
largest of socialists active in the UA W that 
has been held for some time. The meeting 
welcomed a number of new participants 
who had obtained jobs in plants organized 
by the UA W just weeks before. 

At the conference itself this process was 
accelerated. Miah reported that one 
socialist worker had actually left during the 
middle of the conference and traveled to 
another city, where he was hired at a UA W 
organized plant. 

A socialist from Toledo had recently re
ceived a recall notice from the big Jeep 
plant in town. She had been laid off almost 
four years ago. 

This illustrates another point made in 
Miah's report. Other companies, like Jeep, 
will also recall workers who have been laid 
off for long periods. Socialists, like other 
workers who receive these recall notices, 
do not all find themselves still living in the 
cities where these plants are located. Be
cause of the importance of socialists rees
tablishing an active presence in these 
plants, this may involve moving back to 
these cities to take these jobs. 

Steps like these, which were welcomed 
by participants at the conference, are sim-

ply part of implementing the party's funda
mental and permanent orientation of basing 
itself in the key organizations of the indus
trial working class, the trade unions. 

Miah explained that the party's self-con
fidence would not exist "if we hadn't made 
the tum to the industrial working class and 
its trade unions five-and-a-half years ago. 
That crucial decision is why the party has 
survived as a revolutionary proletarian 
party." 

Turn to industry 

In his report on the current stage of U.S. 
politics, Barry Sheppard reviewed some of 
the political thinking behind the party's 
tum to industry that began in 1978. He 
explained that the tum "was not merely and 
is not merely to industry. It's to the indus
trial unions , those conquests of the work
ing class which still remain, although their 
power has been gutted by all these years of 
being saddled with a class-collaborationist 
bureaucracy." 

Despite the problem posed for workers 
by the existence of this bureaucracy, which 
attempts to . cooperate with the employers 
rather than lead a militant fight-back 
against their attacks , the industrial unions 
themselves are a product of working-class 
struggle. Therefore, "as the capitalist crisis 
and stagnation goes on and the ruling-class 
assault on the working class continues," 
said Sheppard, "the ruling class must take 
on the power of these workers." 

This explains why a revolutionary party 
must take hold of every opportunity to es
tablish itself firmly in these decisive or
ganizations of the working class where his
toric battles must, and will , unfold. 

U.S. politics today 

Sheppard's talk also took up what is hap
pening in working-class politics today and 
discussed how this affects the party's activ
ity in the labor movement. This was dis
cussed further in the meetings of socialist 
workers in each of the nine unions. 

U.S. politics, Sheppard explained, is 
marked by "a deepening class polarization 

· Continued on Page 18 

MilitanUSusie Winsten 
Contingent of textile unionists protest training of SalvadoraQ troops at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. Opposition to new Vietnam in Central America remains deep in working 
class. 
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ReVOIUtionary heritage of working class 
Continued from Page 14 
leadership was also on record in support of 
Washington's war of aggression in In
dochina. 

Sheppard pointed out , however, that 
"this period of longterm capitalist expan
sion came to an end in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s on a world scale, and here , 
too . .. . And in reaction to that, we saw 
the first stirrings in the working class ." 
Workers began to look for "ways to push 
back against the developing capitalist of
fensive." 

A turn to industrial unions 

Following the 1974-75 recession, "in the 
steelworkers union, there was the cam
paign around the Steelworkers Fightback 
and an important strike on the Minnesota 
Iron Range. . . . And our response was to 
do everything we could to relate to that 
movement, and we began to build our first 
- in many years - national industrial 
fraction in the steelworkers union ." 

Another big change in the union move
ment was heralded by the self-confidence 
and combativity of coal miners who over
threw the Boyle bureaucracy in the United 
Mine Workers of America and made im
portant gains in 'the fight for union democ
racy. This was followed by the militant 
miners' strike of 1977-78. 

Sheppard explained that "through ex
periences in the working class and our own 
experiences in relating to signs of resis
tance, in 1978 we launched the tum to get 
the great majority of the members of the 
Socialist Workers Party into industry ." 

In making this move, Sheppard con
tinued, "we saw that we could end the 
period of enforced isolation of the revolu
tionary movement from the industrial 
working class and its unrons." Making the 
tum to industry was a return "to what was 
natural to any Marxist party ," since Marx
ism is simply "the explanation of the his
torical role of the working class and of the 
industrial proletariat as the leading force of 
the working class ." 

Any other course would have led to the 
SWP losing its proletarian orientation. 
This same political imperative has become 
clear throughout the world. At its world 
congress in 1979, the Fourth International 
voted "to immediately organize to get a 
large majority of our members and leaders 
into industry and into industrial unions ." 

A serious, Marxist party 

As the SWP carried out its tum to the in
dustrial unions , it learned that it needed to 
study and understand more about Marx ' s 
ideas. This led to the SWP setting up a 
leadership school in which members of the 
party's National Committee could devote 
five months' serious study to the works of 
Marx and Engels . 

At the Oberlin conference there were 
many classes given by former students of 
the leadership school. -These included 
classes on Marxism vs. anarchism, Marx 
and Engels on the housing question, Marx 
and Engels on colonialism, Marx and En
gels on the labor party question in the 
United States and Britain, The Communist 
Manifesto, and Marx and Engels on the 
1'848 revolutions. 

A special class series on the birth of the 
communist movement in the United States 
was based on the second volume of Farrell 

Veteran Irish activist George Harrison 
zilian jazz guitarist Thiago de Mello and 

Dobbs' Revolutionary Continuity: Marxist 
Leadership in the United States. Some 520 
copies of Dobbs' book, which was fresh 
off the press, were sold at the conference. 

Classes on revolutionary struggles in 
Central America, the Middle East, Africa, 
and Indochina; on the political situation in 
Britain, Canada, and other countries; and 
on topics such as the history of the civil 
rights movement, the U.S. farm question, 
and the Marxist view of violence against 
women were also presented. 

Need for a revolutionary dictatorship 

What is the goal of the social and politi
cal struggles of the working class? This 
question was taken up by SWP National 
Chairperson Mary-Alice Waters. 

Going back to the Communist Manifesto 
of 1847, Waters explained, "The over
throw of bourgeois supremacy and the con
quest of political power by the proletariat 
-that's the immediate aim" outlined by 
Marx and Engels . 

Once the working class has raised itself 
to the position of ruling class, Waters went 
on, Marx and Engels said that "the pro
letariat will use its political supremacy to 
wrest, by degrees , all capital from the 
bourgeoisie. To centralize all instruments 
of production in the hands of the state, that 
is, of the proletariat organized as the ruling 
class. And to increase the total of produc
tive forces as rapidly as possible. . . . 

"And, they said, of course, this cannot 
be effected except by despotic inroads on 
the right of property as a means of entirely 
revolutionizing the mode of production." 

Out of the actual experience of the revo
lutions of 1848-51 in Europe, "Marx and 
Engels refined their understanding of the 
need for the revolutionary dictatorship of 
the revolutionary classes to smash the state 
institutions of the reactionary classes and 
crush their resistance." They summed up 
this concept in the phrase, "dictatorship of 
the proletariat." 

What -is involved is not a police state, 
but a government that does whatever is 
necessary to advance the interests of the 
toilers. 

A guide to action 

"The dictatorship of the proletariat -
that is our starting point, that determines 
our trajectory and is the goal of everything 
that we, as a proletarian party, do ," Waters 
declared. "We seek to follow this logic of 
the class struggle through to the end, and to . 
help advance our class and its revolution
ary vanguard along this path . . . so that 
the dictatorship of U.S. capital can be 
wiped off the face of this earth as rapidly as 
possible by the one and only class that can 
offer humanity a future - the working 
class." 

Such a dictatorship of the proletariat, 
Lenin explained, "can be based on one and 
only one power, on the authority of the 
armed people, the authority of a revolu
tionary people that smashes the old and 
creates its own new instruments of rule ." 

It is this kind of revolutionary dictator
ship, Waters continued, that has been es
tablished in Nicaragua. "A workers and 
farmers government based on the armed 
authority of the masses of workers and 
peasants, on their mobilization, on their di
rect participation in the tasks of administer
ing, governing, and implementing the 

Coal miners strike in 1977-78 and the miners' fight for union democracy were among 
changes in unions that convinced SWP in 1978 to get majority of its members into in
dustry. 

measures that progressively undermine the 
prerogatives of capital in their country." 

The dictatorship of the proletariat, Wat
ers stressed, is also "what guides and deter
mines everything we do" here in the United 
States today. "There is no question facing 
humanity in the epoch of imperialism that 
is not a question of advancing the dictator
ship of the proletariat." 

It was in this framework that the partici
pation of socialists in national liberation 
struggles, in the fight against imperialist 
war, and in the struggle for women ' s liber
ation was taken up in the next three talks to 
the conference . 

National liberation and socialism 

Canadian revolutionary leader Steve 
Tyson spoke on the national question. He 
explained that "no mass revolutionary 
party can be built in any capitalist country 
-unless it is clear on the centrality of the na
tional and colonial struggles; unless it is 
able to build a proletarian, multinational 
leadership of the oppressed and exploited; 
unless it understands in its every bone and 
sinew how to utilize the lever of the na
tional liberation struggle in the fight to re
place the dictatorship of capital with the 
dictatorship of the proletariat." 

Since World War II the peoples of the 
colonial and semicolonial countries of Asia 
and Latin America have been in the van
guard of the world socialist revolution, as 
have the oppressed nationalities within the 
imperialist countries. 

"The fight for national liberation is a 
powerful form of the class struggle," 
Tyson noted, adding that "nationalism is 
the initial fonn of the development of rev
olutionary class consciousness · in op
pressed nations ." 

The working class must advance a revo
lutionary democratic program that can 
forge an alliance between the proletariat 
and the oppressed nationalities and peasant 

masses. "Our unconditional support for the 
struggles of the oppressed and our intransi- . 
gent opposition to all forms of racism, 
chauvinism, and national privilege . . . is 
based on our profound conviction that 
. . . we have a common interest in waging 
a unified struggle against imperialist rule," 
Tyson stressed. 

Record of Bolsheviks 

Just as Marx and Engels warned the 
English workers that they could not 
achieve their liberation without supporting 
the national struggle of the Irish people, 
Lenin explained, "The Great Russian pro
letariat cannot achieve its own aims or 
clear the road to its freedom without sys
tematically countering" the Tsarist prop
aganda favoring the subjugation of non
Russian nationalities. 

Tyson traced the record of the Russian 
Bolsheviks in supporting the right to self
determination of the oppressed 
nationalities, in contrast to the reformist 
forces in the Socialist International . This 
was expressed both by the Bolsheviks' 
governmental policies and their activities 
in the Communist International. As a reso
lution adopted by the Fourth Congress of 
the Comintem in 1922 put it, "The Black 
question has become an integral part of the 
world revolution." 

Here in the United States, support for the 
rights of Blacks, Chicanos, and other op
pressed nationalities is at the center of the 
struggle to transform the trade unions into 
revolutionary instruments. In Canada it is 
the Quebecois. And in both North America 
and most European countries immigrant 
workers and th~ir struggles play a key role. 

Fight against imperialist war 

Similarly, the fight against imperialist 
war also plays a key part in the process of 
forging a revolutionary majority in the 
working class and in building the kind of 
communist party that can lead the workers 
in the struggle for power. 

Right now, war is the central issue fac
ing the U.S. working class, as Washing
ton's warships and troops surround Nicara
gua and as the imperialists push deeper into 
the Salvadoran civil war. "The task of 
workers and peasants throughout the world 
is to join with the Nicaraguans, the Cu
bans , the Grenadians, and Salvadorans to 
ensure the defeat of the U.S. in this war," 
Brian Brewster declared . 

Brewster noted that "the stronger and 
more intransigent are the Cubans and 
Nicaraguans," and "the more intransigent 
are the workers in the imperialist countries, 
the greater the obstacles to imperialist 
war." 

gave class on history of Irish struggle. Concert in solidarity with Nicaragua by Bra
band, Amazon, was high point of week's entertainment. 

"We stand for peace," he continued, 
"but in the Sandinista way. This is the only 
road for the workers and peasants. Peace 
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tablishment of the first workers power, the 
first dictatorship of the proletariat," Ellis 
continued, "for the first time in history 
women had a government and a state 
power that supported women in the battle to 
eradicate their oppression as a sex. 

"The status of women began to change 
dramatically" as the Bolsheviks legalized 
abortion, guaranteed maternity benefits, 
liberalized marriage and divorce laws, and 
established free public education for chil
dren of both sexes. 

On the international level, "For the first 
time communists not only said that revolu
tion was possible in economically back
ward countries and nations oppressed by 
imperialism, but that women of the colonial 
and semicolonial world - the most down
trodden sector of society - had ·a role to 
play in the class struggle." 

Role of women today 

150,000 armed people march in Nicaragua for peace. SWP National Chairperson Mary-Alice Waters explained goal of working 
cbiss struggle is to conquer political power and establish dictatorship of the proletariat in order to save humanity from dictator
ship of capital. 

Since that time, women around the 
world have become increasingly pro
letarianized, and as a result their social 
weight has also increased. The growing 
role of women in the class struggle today as 
a result of this is already evident. 
"Alongside the tremendous involvement of 
women in the fight against cruise missiles 
in Britain," Ellis pointed out, "some of the 
hardest fought battles to maintain living 
standards and against layoffs under the 
Thatcher government have been led by 
women." 

through overthrowing imperialism. 
"The communist attitude to war in the 

imperialist epoch was laid out by Lenin and 
the Bolsheviks in the course of the fight 
against World War I. Lenin pointed out 
that we are not against war in general. We 
are against imperialist war, but we are for 
wars of natimial liberation." 

For proletarian revolutionists, Brewster 
explained, "the fight against war is. inex
tricably bound up with the deepening of the 
class struggle- to the point of overthrow
ing the capitalist rulers and bringing to 
power a workers and farmers government 
to start building socialism." 

Experience of World War I 

Pointing to the example of the Bol
sheviks during World War I, Brewster said 
that "the Bolsheviks seized every opening, 
no matter how slight, to organize workers 
against the regime. When the bosses took 
collections in the plants for victims of the 
war, the Bolsheviks organized independent 
collections. When the bosses cut food 
supplies, the Bolsheviks demanded that the 
workers be put in charge of food distribu
tion. The government set up committees to 
increase production in the war industries; 
the Bolsheviks campaigned for 
boycott. . . . 

"Of course, such a perspective is only 
serious to parties rooted in the industrial 
heartlands of our class. It is only there that 
we can practically begin the process of as
sembling, educating, organizing, and 
clarifying the vanguard of our class on the 
need to build a Bolshevik-type party and 
the 11eed to take power." 

Does the advent of nuclear weapons 
mean that the Bolshevik strategy is no 
longer correct? 

"Nuclear war," Brewster replied, "while 
raising the stakes, does not remove such 
war from the class struggle. Indeed, as we 
can see in Central America, so-called local 
war is actually the way that nuclear war 
will be posed." 

Movements that substitute calls for 
peace in the abstract - or for universal dis
armament - for the fight against im
perialism, which is the source of war in the 
world today, play the same role as the mass 
pacifist movements that preceded World 
War I and II . They cannot prevent war and 
only serve to deflect the working class 
from the real fight that must be waged. 

"Our perspective is the fight against im
perialism and for the extension of the pro
letarian revolution," Brewster declared. 
And part of this perspective is the-defense 
of the workers states, where the proletariat 
has overthrown capitalist rule, from the 
Soviet Union, to Vietnam, to Cuba. 

Role of workers states 

"The existence of the Russian workers 
state has been a mighty lever for peace," 
Brewster said. "Workers everywhere have 
a stake in defendin~ the Soviet workers 
state ." 

In this regard , Brewster continued, "all 

questions like 'militarism' have to be 
judged in relation to imperialism." As 
Leon Trotsky, one of the leaders of the 
Russian revolution, put it: 

"After the conquest of power, the pro
letariat itself goes over to the position of 
'defense of the fatherland. ' But this for
mula thenceforth acquires an entirely new 
historic content. The isolated workers state 
is not a self-sufficient entity but only a drill 
ground for the world revolution. Defend
ing the USSR, the proletariat defends not 
national boundaries but a socialist dictator
ship temporarily hemmed in by national 
boundaries." 

"Today," Brewster continued, "we can 
see how Cuba, Nicaragua, and Grenada are 
becoming the drill ground for the world 
revolution." 

Women advance in Central America 

The stake that women have in the exten
sion of the world revolution, and the neces
sity for communists to fight in behalf of the 
rights of women as an essential part of the 
struggle for power by the working class, 
was discussed by Dodie Ellis, another 
leader of the British Socialist League. 

Cuba, Nicaragua, and Grenada, each in 
their own way and according to their own 
specific conditions, Ellis explained, are 
seeking to free women "from their double' 
job - their job at home and at work - so 
they ~an play a full role in society." 

In these countries, "Millions of women . 
are coming out of the isolation of the 
home. They are getting involved in totally 
new experiences. Learning how to read. 
Winning new skills. Joining women's or
ganizations. Leading their local neighbor
hood committees. Working in their unions. 
Running cooperative farms in the coun
tryside." 

Ellis quoted Nicaraguan Commander 
Tomas Borge, who explained the perspec
tive of the Sandinistas by saying that "it is 
society that has to provide the necessary 
daycare centers, laundries, people's restau
rants, and other services that will, in effect, 
free women from household work." 

The Cubans, Nicaraguans, and Grena
dians, Ellis continued, "like us, are learn
ing from the experiences ofthe Bolsheviks 
and the Third International ." The basic 
ideas put forward by the Comintern , Eliis 
explained, "are ideas that we base our
selves on today. They were a benchmark in 
drawing up our resolution on women's lib
eration, adopted by the 1979 world· con
gress" of the Fourth International. 

Marx and Engels laid foundation 

At the core of the Comintern' s approach 
to the oppression of women was the histor
ical-materialist analysis presented in the 
early writings of Marx and Engels. 

Marx and Engels "explained how 
women's oppression isn 't determined by 
biology, but by social and economic fac
tors . That oppression emerged only as class 
society started to develop, and the private 
accumulation of wealth became possi-

ble .... 
"Marx and Engels understood that only 

when the working class seized power and 
reorganized society on a new economic 
foundation would the conditions exist for 
an end to class divisions and the centuries 
of oppression women have faced as a con
sequence . ... 

"As industrialization proceeded ruth
lessly, Marx understood why women had 
to be an organized part of the workers 
movement and the First International. 
Huge numbers of women were in key in
dustries, like textiles and garment. Without 
women in the organized vanguard of the 
working class as well, there was no way to 
lead the class - the whole, united class
against the capitalist governments in full 
force." 

Women played a leading role in the Paris 
Commune of 1871 , and mass struggles by 
women also played a prominent part in the 
1905 revolution in Russia. Socialists cam
paigned for the right of women to vote, and 
both the German and Russian sections of 
the Socialist International had mass-circu
lation women's papers. These played a big 
part in the fight by the left wing of the Sec
ond International for an internationalist 
position during World War I. 

It was also "the resolute actions of 
women" that detonated the revolutionary 
explosion in Russia in 1917. "With the vic
tory of the October revolution and the es-

Ellis noted that "our parties are not sepa
rated from our class. As Lenin explained, 
they are rooted in the experience of the 
working class and represent its most reso
lute fighters ." 

Because of this, "Women, and espe
cially those from the most oppressed layers 
of the working class, will lead our parties · 
in a way unthought of in the past" in the 
coming battles in the class struggle. 

On the final day of the conference Malik 
Miah discussed the many opportunities 
now before the SWP and YSA. He stressed 
the openings for expanding the number of 
socialist workers in key industrial areas as 
a result of the economic upturn and hiring 
in many industries, including auto and rail. 

"The biggest discussion of course that 
we see on the job and in the unions is on the 
imperialist drive toward war in Central 
America," Miah said. 

As socialist workers left the conference 
to return to that discussion in the working 
class it was with the spirit of Sandinista 
leader Tomas Borge, who recently told a 
group of Canadian trade unionists, "I am 
not optimistic in regards to peace. But I am 
absolutely optimistic in terms of victory." 

Cuban militia women. Cuba is showing way forward for emancipation of women, free
ing them from double job at home and at work, so they can play a full role in society. 
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Building a party of socialist.workers 
Continued from Page 15 
and the beginnings of working-class radi
calization." 

By polarization, he said, "we mean that 
under the ruling-class offensive, the 
capitalist economic stagnation, and the be
ginnings of working-class resistance, there 
is a growing tendency for opposing class 
interests to be reflected in political life 
more and more openly." 

One result of this is that "the working 
class and the unions come more and more 
towards the center stage in politics." Con-

. sequently, "there's less coverup and confu
sion about the different classes in society 
than in a period of capitalist expansion and 
social stability." 

Sheppard also explained that there is a 
growing · ideological polarization, a grow
ing battle of ideas. And in this battle of 
ideas, opposing class interests are rep
resented. 

This process of polarization, Sheppard 
stressed, does not mean that "all the work
ers are moving to the left." In fact, "some, 
especially relatively better off workers, 
identify more, ·under the impact of the 
crisis, with the interests, as they see them, 
of 'their' country, 'their' boss and 'their' 
industry." The trade union bureaucracy 
fosters this, as opposed to explaining 
where the real interests of workers lie. 

One way this came up at the socialist 
conference concerned the August 27 march 
on Washington, the Solidarity Day III 
demonstrations on Labor Day , and the way 
both are being discussed in the labor move
ment. 

The August 27 action, called by national 
civil rights leaders to demand "jobs, peace, 
and freedom," is objectively in the interest 
of every worker. In fact, the AFL-CIO Na
tional Executive Council endorsed the 
march shortly after it was called: 

However, socialist workers at the con
ference reported that top officials of many 
of their unions were doing little or nothing 
to build the march. In the Bay Area of 
California, socialists adive in the lAM re
ported- that members of their union were 
being told that, depite the lAM's endorse
ment of August 27, the priority for the 
union was Solidarity Day III, called by the 
AFL-CIO. Socialist steelworkers reported 
that in Pittsburgh USW A plans to rent 
buses for August 27 had been canceled. 

At the same time the union officials were 
playing up one particular side of the Labor 
Day actions. Socialists active in the 
ILGWU and other unions reported that the 
officials were stressing that Solidarity Day 
III would be a big opportunity to march 
against imports. 

. In Minnesota, the leaflet for the Labor 
Day action urges workers to come to a 
"foreign car bang." 

Rather than going all out to build a 
march on Washington that workers could 
use to lay the blame for the capitalist crisis 
squarely on the government where it be
longs, these union officials urge workers to 
unite with the employers to blame workers 
in other countries for unemployment. 

While the development of class polariza
tion does not mean that all workers are 
moving to the left, it is connected to a pro-

cess of working-class radicalization. Under 
the blows of the relentless ruling-class as
sault, a larger and larger number of work
ers become open to new, more radical 
ideas about how to resolve the crisis. · 

'Unions have potential to lead' 

Both Sheppard and Miah reaffirmed that 
it is from its base in the industrial unions 
that the party carries out all of its political 
work. "It' s here that the future leaders of 
the Black struggle and women's struggle 
are going to be found ," said Sheppard. 
Miah developed this further, "It is the 
unions that have the potential to lead all so
cial struggles." 

This approach leads the party to begin its 
activity in the union movement with the big 
political and social questions of the d~y 
such as the fight against the war in Central 
America and massive unemployment and 
the fight for Black and women's rights. 

At the same time, the Pat1Y also partici
pates actively in union struggles for better 
wages and working conditions, battles 
around issues of health and safety on the 
job, and efforts by rank-and-file workers to 
win greater democracy within the unions 
themselves . 

Fall activities 

Based on this foundation, Miah outlined 
some of the big party tasks for the fall. 

The most immediate post-conference 
task, Miah said, was redoubling the party's 
efforts to help insure the maximum turnout 
of working people for the August 27 march 
on Washington . This was a theme of dis
cussion in all the · meetings of socialist 
workers active in different unions. In many 
cases socialists were already working with 
others to overcome the roadblocks put up 
by some union officials and turn out work
ers for the march. 

In addition to being an important action 
for Black rights and for jobs, in the context 
of the rapidly escalating U.S. war in Cen
tral America the march includes the poten
tial to be one of the most important antiwar 
actions to date . 

The fight against the war will remain at 
the center of party activity after the August 
27 march as well. Reports from the meet
ings of socialists active in the various 
unions, Miah said, indicated that the war 
remains the number one topic of political 
discussion on the job. Furthermore, the 
discussion and debate about it continues to 
deepen in the labor movement itself. 

On the one hand, AFL-CIO chief Lane 
Kirkland has joined the Kissinger war com
mission, established by the administration 
to help justify further escalation. On the 
other hand, a prominent group of national 
trade union leaders recently returned from 
El Salvador and issued a report sharply 
criticizing U.S. intervention (see page 6 for 
report) . · 

This situation creates new opportunities 
to win more workers to active participation 
in the fight against the war and this will re
main the party's central campaign. 

Miah also discussed new openings in the 
fight for Black rights. In particular he 
pointed to the discussion initiated by Oper-

Our party is your party 

18 

YOU'VE BEEN READING about 
what the Socialist Workers 
Party stands for. 

IF YOU AGREE with what you've 
read, you should join us in 
fighting for a world without 
war, racism, or exploitation -
a socialist world. 

JOIN THE SWP. Fill out this 
coupon and mall it today. 

0 I want to join the SWP. 
0 Send me __ copies of The Changing 

Face of U.S. Politics: Building a Party of 
Socialist Worlcers at $7.95 each. Enclosed 
is$ __ . 

0 Please send me more information. 

Name _______________________ _ 

Address -----------------------

City------.,-------

State _______ Zip ______ _ 

Telephone ____________________ _ 

Union/Schooi/Org. · 

SWP, 14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014 

JOIN THE SWP 
The Militant September 2, 1983 

ation PUSH leader Jesse Jackson on the 
possibility of running a Black presidential 
candidate. 

While the SWP disagrees with Jackson's 
perspective of working within the Demo
cratic Party, socialist workers are genuine
ly interested in participating in the discus
sion about how Blacks, and all working 
people, cim fight for their rights and begin 
to struggle for political power. 

The history and dynamics of the struggle 
for Black liberation were also taken up at 
the conference in many classes and work
shop sessions. These included meetings of 
SWP members and other conference par
ticipants who are members and builders of 
the National Black Independent Political 
Party. 

Similarly, many classes and workshops 
dealt with the struggle for women's rights. 
In his talk, Miah observed that the same 
questions of how to best fight for political 
power are on the minds of women as well 
as Blacks . He called attention to several 
important meetings of women's rights or-

. ganizations that socialist workers will be 
participating in where this, and other is
sues, will be discussed. These include the 

. September 30-0ctober 2 national confer
ence of the National Organization for 
Women in Washington, D.C., and the Oc
tober 28-29 Coalition of Labor Union 
Women conference on organizing the un
organized, _to be held in New Orleans. 

Subscription drive 

Another important party campaign will 
be the effort to sign up 4,000 new subscrib
ers to the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial 
over an eight-week period beginning Sep
tember 24. This drive will be conducted 
alongside the party's permanent weekly 
plant-gate sales effort. 

Another arena of party activity, Miah 
noted, is running socialist campaigns in 
local 1983 elections. A Sl,lccessful work
shop of over 100 conference participants 
discussed how the SWP can best use these 
campaigns to explain socialist solutions to 
the many problems on the minds of work
ing people today. The workshop also dis
cussed current efforts to get party c,andi
dates on the ballot, as well as making prep
arations for a big drive to win ballot status 
for the party's 1984 presidential and vice
presidential ticket. 

Marxist tendency in the .unions 

All of the party's campaigns in the work
ing class, from sales of the Militant to par
ticipation in demonstrations like August 
27, fit into a broader perspective that 
guides party activity in the labor move
ment, Miah explained. 

That perspective is one of winning a 
majority of the working class to the view 

Militant/Larry Lukecart 
Farmer activist John Enestvedt gave 
class on problems facing working farm
ers. How to relate to allies of working 
class was one theme of conference. 

· that a revolutionary change is needed in so
ciety in order to defend working people 
from the economic suffering, racism, dis
crimination against women, and Vietnam
style wars that are basic to capitalism. 

The effort to win this revolutionary 
majority must include a struggle to trans
form the trade unions into organizations 
that will fight for revolutionary policies to 
defend workers rights. This will occur in 
the course of big class battles. 

Socialists cannot determine at what pace 
these battles will occur, but all current rev
olutionary activity in the trade unions is 
aimed at preparing for these battles. Today 
this centers on building a revolutionary 
Marxist current or tendency in the industri
al unions -- that is, those workers who, 
through today's experiences, can be won to 
revolutionary ideas. 

"We view this process of winning a layer 
of the most class-conscious workers and 
union activists to revolutionary Marxist 
ideas today as the first step in our long
term perspective of building a powerful op
position within each union, whose objec
tive is to transform the union into a revolu
tionary instrument of class struggle," Miah 
explained. 

Such oppositions will involve tens of 
millions of workers who will constitute a 
class struggle left wing in the labor move
ment that will challenge the proemployer 
policies of the entrenched union bureauc
racy. The ultimate goal of this strategy is 
the taking of political power by the work
ing class and the formation of a workers 
and farmers government to replace the cur
rent government of big business and the 
banks. 

Such a government, Miah said, "will use 
its power to move toward the construction 
of socialism. '' 

Firings fought at People Express 
BY CONNIE ALLEN 

NEW ARK -- People Express Airlines 
clerks here have been fighting to get their 
jobs back for eight months. 

Close to 650 reservation clerks were 
fired from People Express between Jan. 
17, and May 31, 1983. The great majority 
of those fired were women and Blacks, 
who were paid $5 an hour -- far below 
union rate. They were replaced almost en
tirely by white college students. 

A drive to organize a local of the Inter
national Union of Electrical Workers was 
under way when the mass firing occurred. 

The fired workers organized the People 
Express Workers Association (PEW A) to 
fight for their jobs and to get out the truth 
about this racist union-busting. They have 
filed a suit with the Equal Employment Op
portunity Commission, which is now in
vestigating People Express for discrimina
tion. The PEW A is demanding that all fired 
workers be reinstated at current union scale 
with no recrimination, full back pay, and 
representation by the union of their choice. 

Roland Butler, speaking for PEWA at a 
recent Militant Labor Forum here, de
scribed the role of their struggle in the 
nationwide union-busting drive in the air
line industry: 

"One of your deepest concerns is that the 
other airlines are looking at People Express 
and are saying, if they can do employees 
like that, we'd like to do it too. Of course, 
if we had a union in there, certainly we 
would have been able to push more, we 
would have had more support as far as 
keeping our jobs." 

People Express is an offshoot of Texas 
Air Corp. , which set up the nonunion New 
York Air. Continental Airlines, currently 
attempting to break the International As
sociation of Machinists strike, is also a 
subsidiary of Texas Air Corp. 

When People Express was set up in 
Newark, the Federal Aviation Administra
tion bent the rules g~verning the establish
ment of new airlines . A deal was made 
with the city of Newark in return for which 
People Express promised to provide jobs 
for minorities for a two-year period. That 
two years was up in January of 1983. 

People Express then began firing all re
servation clerks -- claiming they were 
temporary employees -- and hiring college 
students through the Cooperative Educa
tion Act. This act provides the company 
with a tax write-off for each student hired. 



Political discussion deepens 
among Blacks, Latinos, labor 
Continued from Page 8 

Jesse Jackson, who spoke at the confer
ence, said, "It's time for a shift in Amer
ican politics." Latinos and Blacks, he said, 
must "tum to each other and not on each 
other." 

Bonilla added, "It is our hope that ulti
mately we may have a Black or Hispanic 
seeking the presidency of the U.S. in 1984 
during the primaries." 

Labor's stand 

The discussion on the need for a Black
Latino-labor alliance is also taking place in 
the organized labor movement. The size of 
the Black working class alone would lead 
to this discussion being reflected inside the 
labor movement. 

But more is involved. Facing sharp 
blows from the employing class - at
tempts to bust unions as in the case of the 
copper miners' unions in Arizona and the 
machinists' union at Continental Airlines 
- organized labor is trying to restrengthen 
the "old coalition" of Blacks and labor in
side the Democratic Party. 

Lane Kirkland, president of the AFL
CIO, is hoping to use the Federation's ear
lier than usual endorsement of a Democrat
ic Party candidate (set for later this fall) to 
increase labor's influence on the Demo
cratic Party nominee. 

The differences between the AFL-CIO 
officialdom and the "Black leadership fam
ily" are not over fundamental policy to
ward the two capitalist parties, but rather 
reflect the pressure for more radical solu
tions coming from the Black community. 

Thus the "Black leadership family" pro
jects a social program critical of the 
capitalist parties on some issues and U.S. 
foreign policy, while the AFL-CIO tops are 
more conservative. In fact many are lead
ing reactionary campaigns against imports 
that are mainly directed at foreign workers 
and undermine solidarity against the boss 
at home. They also advocate strong support 
in general for U.S. foreign policy. 

That's why Kirkland - as a "labor 
statesman"-.gladly accepted an appoint
ment to Reagan '·s war commission that 
seeks to help legitimize Washington's in
tervention in Central America. 

On the other hand, the liberal Black 
leaders - who also support U.S. 
capitalism - are the main initiators of the 
August 27 march that includes a demand 
for peace - a demand clearly aimed 
against U.S. policy in Central America and 
the Middle East. 

The "peace" section of the march call is 
something the AFL-CIO officials strongly 
object to. Most top union officials don't 
consider the peace slogan as a civil rights 
or labor issue. 

That' s one central reason why most top 
officials consciously modified their sup
port for the August 27 march (giving lip
service or reserving buses for as few work
ers as possible) and projected as their cen
tral priority building Labor Day rallies 
primarily around the issue of "jobs" -
with a heavy emphasis on oppositon to im
ports. 

Nevertheless, the AFL-CIO's endorse-
. ment of the August 27 march is a reflection 

of the contradictory pressures the labor of
ficials feel today (something they didn't 
feel in 1963): that is, they must respond to 
the sentiments of the rank-and-file who are 
demanding action against the govern
ment's and employers' attacks; and a mem
bership that is more supportive of Black 
civil rights. 

This also explains why Kirkland isn't 
openly attacking the idea of a Black Dem
ocrat seeking the Democratic Party presi
dential nomination. 

In fact at a recent Cincinnati news con
ference Kirkland said, "I think it [a Black 
candidacy] could definitely have the effect 
of increasing voter registration and could 
be a very positive force, assuming that if he 
is nominated the party sticks together.'' 

Now, of course, Kirkland and other 
labor officials have not talked this idea up. 
Their main campaign is to defeat Reagan at 
all costs. 

But the fact that he' even made this com
ment reflects the pressures the AFL-CIO 

officialdom feels from growing numbers of 
working people, particularly Black work
ers. 

Blacks in social vanguard 

There are two PQints that can be made 
about the discussions on a Black-Latino- . 
labor alliance to date: 

First, the traditional leaderships of the 
Black, Latino, and labor movements do 'not 
favor an alliance that points away from 
capitalist politics - one against the Demo
cratic and Republican parties. They instead 
seek to build a new coalition to increase 
their political influence in the capitalist 
parties and system. 

The Black and Latino leaders and the 
trade union officials in particular do not 
have as their objective replacing the big
business government with one of their 
own. 

Second, these discussions have been in
itiated and are being led by the Black na
tionality - the most oppressed section of 
the working class. 

This role .being played by the traditional 
Black leaders, feeling pressure from Black 
workers, is opening up big discussions on 
political action among all working peop,le, 
including on the need for a new alliance of 
working people. 

That's why Lane Kirkland told a rally of 
13,000 in support of Harold Washington's 
candidacy for mayor last spring that for 50 
years "most of the progress made in this 
country has come from the combined effort 
of labor, minorities , women, youth, an-;1 
the disadvantaged working together -
usually through the instrumentality of the 
Democratic Party." 

What's different today is that more and 
more workers don't believe "the instru
mentality of the Democratic Party" is ef
fective anymore. Thus they are open to 
new perspectives - at least for some dis
cussion. They want change. 

That's a step forward. The question is: 
what should the perspective be for working 
people today? 

We do need a new alliance. We do need 

unity of all working people to fight the em
ployers' attacks. 

But we don't need an alliance with the 
class · of warmakers and big industrialists 
and bankers responsible for working 
people being unemployed and responsible 
for the wars in Central America against the 
workers and peasants there . 

A working-class perspective 

We need a working-class alliance based 
on a class-struggle program and strategy. 

Working people need to build an alliance 
to fight the government. It needs to have a 
strategy based on mobilizing the masses of 
working people in political struggles 
against the employers and their govern
ment. It needs to have as its conscious ob
jective replacing the capitalist government 
with one it controls - a workers and farm
ers government. 

Only a workers and farmers government 
can begin to mobilize the masses to end ra
cism, sexism, unemployment , and im
perialist wars. 

A workers and farmers government will 
be based on the real democratic control of 
society by the people for the people - that 
is, the working people - without regard 
for "old" laws and institutions that have 
been used to keep working people divided, 
oppressed, and exploited. 

To get such a government will require a 
massive struggle against the government 
and the employers. 

For a Black party and a labor party 

It will require working people carrying 
on big political battles to win real equality, 
to end political and national oppression, 
and to end the exploitation of all workers. · 

Those battles will include demonstra
tions like August 27, strikes against em
ployers' takebacks and other political cam
paigns. 

Most important today, it will require 
working people breaking with the capitalist 
parties, the Democrats and Republicans , 
and establishing their own instruments of 

Unemployed workers march in 
Pittsburgh. Independent Black and 
labor political parties will advance fight 
for jobs, peace, freedom. 

political struggle. 
The vanguard of working people is the 

Black nationality , which is leading the dis
cussions today. This fact creates the basis 
for waging a fight to establish an indepen
dent Black party as the first stage of work
ing-class independent political action. 

That's what Blacks in Chicago and other 
cities need to do. Black workers will be a 
decisive force in such a party, but not the 
only one. It will win the support of farm
ers, women, and others who are oppressed. 

Such an initiative could inspire the 
unions to take that giant step as well. Not 
having its own mass political party that 
fights for workers' interests is the biggest 
problem before the labor movement. 

A labor party would be composed of all 
sections of the working class and would 
fight for the interests of all working people. 
It would champion the struggles of Blacks 
and Latinos especially. 

Both a Black and a labor party would 
have to stand on broad social programs in 
order to win the support of women, farm
ers, and other victims of capitalism. 

That's the perspective working people in 
a Black-Latino-labor alliance need in order 
to advance and defend their interests today. 

PUSH backs asylum fight by Marroquin 
The July convention of Operation 

PUSH, held in Atlanta, adopted a resolu
tion strongly protesting the attempt to de
port socialist Hector Marroquin. 

Born in Mexico, Marroquin fled that 
country when he was framed up on murder 
charges for his political activities. He came 
to the United States where he became ac
tive in union, antiwar, and antiracist strug
gles. He joined the Young Socialist Al
liance and Socialist Workers Party. 

The Immigration and Naturalization Ser
vice is trying to deport Marroquin because 
of his antiwar and prolabor views. They 
have rejected his demand for political 
asylum. Marroquin's case is now before 

. the Supreme Court. 
The Operation PUSH resolution states: 
Whereas: The deportation policies of the 

United States Immigration and Naturaliza
tion Service, which seeks to deport indi
viduals seeking political.asylum from Cen
tral America and the Caribbean if they have 
been active in the social change move
ments in their respective countries , and 
· Whereas: we•have seen the racist chara<::
ter of this immigration policy as demon
strated in the Haitian refugee situation, and 

Whereas: the case of Hector Marroquin, 
a Mexican school teacher, who has been 
living in this country for the past several 
years as a political exile, is another case in 
point, which demonstrates how the treat
ment of refugees fits into the general pat
tern of exploitation of Latin America by the 
United States, and 

Whereas: Mr. Marroquin's case will be 
heard by the United States Supreme Court 
this Autumn and has far-reaching implica
tions for immigration policies in general , 

Therefore be it resolved that the national 
convention of Operation PUSH protests 
these discriminatory immigration policies 
and calls on Alan Nelson, Commissioner 

of the Immigration and Naturalization s'er
vice, to halt deportation proceedings 
against Hector Marroquin and grant him 
asylum in the United States . 

Protest messages demanding the depor
tation order against Marroquin be dropped 
should be sent to Alan Nelson, Commis
sioner, Immigration and Naturalization 
SerVice, Washington, D.C. 20536. 

The Political Rights Defense Fund 
(PRDF) is organizing Marroquin's fight. 
Copies of messages, requests for more in
formation, and tax-deductible contribu
tions should be sent to PRDF, P.O. Box 
649, Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 
10003 . Hector Marroquin 

1963 civil rights demonstration 
Continued from Page 10 
elementary right to cast a ballot and run for 
office. 

Today the right to register and vote is 
again under fire in the South and in parts of 
the North as well. Nor is this an isolated 
problem. All .of the rights won over the 
years by Black people are under sustained 
attack today. And so are the rights of 
Latinos, women, and working people gen
erally. 

· But today we are in a far more powerful 
position to respond to this attack and to 
gain additional ground as well. 

The coalition that was only beginning to 
crystallize in 1963 is far more advanced 
today. Blacks, women, Latinos and, yes, a 

·growing number of white workers are co~
ing to recognize they have a common prob
lem, face a common enemy, and must meet 
the enemy in a united way. Together we 
are stronger than we were . two decades 
ago. 

As we assemble and march in Washing
ton we have the power to press for full 
emancipation. What's needed is to build an 
independent Black party that can help give 
an impetus to the formation of a labor party 
based on the unions. 

Such a political movement must neces
sarily have as its goal the abolition of the 
capitalist profit system; the root source of 
racism, as well as the source of the exploi
tation of all working people. 

The signiflCance of August 27 goes 
beyond the valuable show of strength man
ifested by a big turnout. 

It will be another big step in the neces
sary politicalization of Black liberation and 
working-class fighters. It will help to 
deepen the realization that we must not 
only march together, but must build the 
kind of political force capable of winning 
jobs, peace and freedom by uprooting 
capitalism. 
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Could have a lottery - Now 

that the government has agreed to 
a program of hospice care for the 
terminally ill, budget director 

fits to 3J ,000 dying people per 
year. 

was indicted on charges of faking 
his academic credentials. The con
sulting firm that employed him 
was advised two years ago his cre
dentials were phony but continued 
using him and continued including 
his fake resume in bids on federal 
projects. The company was not in
dicted. 

· P .S. - Broad-mindedly, Mobil 
concedes that businessmen do 
"make their share of mistakes," 
but assures that business "is the 
producer of virtually all of the 
goods we as a nation consume." 
And we w'?re silly enough to think 
that was what working people did . 

news and editorial sections. 

Shopping tip- Cartier's, the 
jewelry folk, now accepts all 
major credit cards . However, its 
own credit card will now only be 
good for purchases over $1 ,000. 
But it will automatically be re
newed annually if you ·simply 
make one $1 ,000 purchase a year. 

Harry 
Ring 

A matter of priorities - For 
two years they've known there are 
cancer-causing compounds in the 
rubber nipples on babies' milk 
bottles. An EPA official said one 
manufacturer has succeeded in re
ducing the level of the carcinogen. 
But he refused to identify the com
pany because "it would put the 
others at a disadvantage." 

Maybe we'll tune in more 
often - Complaining that big biz 

The press at· work - New 
York officials made a survey of 
residential real estate ads in major 
New York papers, including the 
New York Times. Of 168 display 
ads studied, 162 were found in 
violation of the federal Truth in 
Lending Act. Sounds like the 
same proportion of truth as the 

Strike 3? - Goodlife, a mag 
we've never seen- it's aimed at 
upper income folk - has a new 
publisher. The two previous ones 
went bankrupt. Chief adviser to 
the new chief exec is Gerald Raf
shoon. He was Jimmy Carter's 
media adviser. 

Stockman is exploring means of 
keeping the cost down. One idea 
he's exploring is to limit the bene-

Dept. of Justice- An ex-EPA 
consultant who supervised tests at 
Love Canal and other hazardous 
sites and testified in court as an ex
pert witness for the government 

. gets a bum rap in the media, a 
Mobil Oil "public service" ad cites 
a study that alleges "one of the 
clearest messages of television is 
that businessmen are bad, evil 
people an.d that big businessmen 
are the worst of all." 

Martin Luther King speaks on 'Beyond Vietnam' 
Continued from Page 13 
where minimal social needs are rarely met. 
They know they must move or be de
stroyed by our bombs. So they go -
primarily women and children and the 
aged. 

They watch as we poison their water, as 
we kill a million acres of their crops. They 
must weep as the bulldozers roar through 
their areas preparing to destroy the pre
cious trees. They wander into the hospitals, 
'with at least 20 casualties from American 
firepower for one Vietcong-inflicted in
jury. They wander into the towns and see 
thousands of the children, homeless, with
out clothes, running in packs on the streets 
like animals. They see the children de
graded by our soldiers as they beg for food. 
They see the children selling their sisters to 
our soldiers , soliciting for their mothers . 

What do the peasants think as we ally 
ourselves with the landlords and as we re
fuse to put any action into our many words 
concerning land reform? 

What do they they think as we test out 
our latest weapons on them, just as the 
Germans tested out new medicine and new 
tortures in the concentration camps of 
Europe? 

Where are the roots of the independent 
Vietnam we claim to be building? Is it 
among these voicele,ss ones? 

the protest that best suits his convictions, 
but we must all protest. 

There is something seductively tempting 
about stopping there and sending us all off 
on what in come circles has l?ecome a 
popular crusade against the war in Viet
nam. I say we must enter that struggle, but 
I wish to go on now to say something even 
more disturbing .. 

The war in Vietnam is but a symptom of 
a far deeper malady within the Amepcan 
spirit, and if we ignore this sobering reality 
we will find ourselves organizing Clergy 
and Laymen Concerned committees for the 
next generation . They well be concerned 
about Guatemala and Peru. They will be 
concerned about Thailand and Cambodia. 
They will be concerned about Mozambique 
and South Africa. 

We will be marching for these and a 
dozen other names and attending rallies 
without end, unless there is a significant 
and profound change in American life and 
policy. Such thoughts take us beyond Viet
nam, but not beyond our calling as children 
of the living God. 

In 1957 a sensitive American official 
overseas said that it seemed to him that our 
nation was on the wrong side of a world 
revolution. During the past 10 years we 
have seen emerge a pattern of suppression 
which now has justified the presence of 
U.S . military "advisers" in Venezuela. 

This need to maintain social stability for 
our investments acounts for the counter
revolutionary action of American forces in 
Guatemala. It tells us why American 
helicopters are being used against guerril~ 
las in Colombia and why American napalm 
and Green Beret forces have already been 
active against rebels in Peru. 

It is with such activity in mind that the 
words of the late John Kennedy come back 
to haunt us. Five years ago he said, "Those 
who make peaceful revolution impossible 
will make violent revolution inevitable." 

Increasingly, by choice or by accident, 
this is the role our nation has taken - the 
role of those who make peaceful revolution 
impossible by refusing to give up the 
privileges and the pleasures that come from 
the immense profits of overseas invest
ment. 

Get on right side of revolution 

I am convinced that if we are to get on 
the right side of the world revolution, we as 
a nation must undergo a radical revolution 
of values. We must rapidly begin the shift 
from a "thing-oriented" society to a "per
son-oriented" society. When machines and 
computers, profit motives and property 
rights are considered more important than 
people, the giant triplets of racism, 
materialism, and militarism are incapable 
of being conquered. 

These are revolutionary times. All over 
the globe men are revolting against the old 
systems of exploitation and oppression, 
and out of the wombs of a frail world new 
systems of justice and equality are being 
born . The shirtless and barefoot people of 
the land are rising up as never before: "The 
people who sat in darkness have seen a 
great light." 

We in the West must support these revo
lutions . It is a sad fact that, because of 
comfort, complacency, a morbid fear of 
communism, and our proneness to adjust to 
injustice, the Western nations that initiated 
so much of the revolutionary spirit of the 
modem world have now become the arch 
antirevolutionaries . This has driven many 
to feel that only Marxism has the revolu
tionary spirit . Therefore, communism is a 
judgment against our failure to make de
mocracy real and follow through on the 
revolutions that we initiated. 

Our only hope today lies in our ability to 
recapture the revolutionary spirit and go 
out into a sometimes hostile world declar
ing eternal hostility to poverty, racism, and . 
militarism. With this powerful commit
ment we shall boldly challenge the status 
quo and unjust mores and thereby speed the 
day when "every valley shall be exalted, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low, and the crooked shall be made straight 
and the rough places plain." 

We have destroyed their two most 
cherished institutions: the family and the 
village. We have destroyed their land and 
their crops. We have cooperated in the 
crushing of the nation's only non-com
munist revolutionary political force - the 
Unified Buddhist Church. We have sup
ported the enemies of the peasants of 
Saigon. We have corrupted their women 
and children and killed their men. What 
liberators! 

U.S., France wage war on North Africa 

Somehow this madness must cease . I 
speak as a child of God and a brother to the 
suffering poor of Vietnam. I · speak for 
those whose land is being laid waste, 
whose homes are being destroyed, whose 
culture is being subverted. 

I speak for the poor of America who are 
paying the double price of smashed hopes 
at home and death and corruption in Viet
nam. I speak as a citizen of the world, for 
the world as it stands aghast at the path we 
have taken. I speak as an American to the 
leaders of my own nation. The great initia
tive in this war is ours. The initiative to 
stop it must be ours. 

We must all protest 

We must be prepared to match actions 
with words by seeking out every creative 
means of protest possible. 

As we counsel young men concerning 
military service we must clarify for them 
our nation's role in Vietnam and ch~llenge 
them with the alternative of conscientious 
objection. I am pleased to say that this is 
the path now being chosen by more than 70 
students at my own alma mater, 
Morehouse College, and I recommend it to 
all who find the American course in Viet
nam a dishonorable and unjust one. More
over, I would encourage all ministers of 
draft age to give up their ministerial 
exemptions and seek status as conscien
tious objectors. 

These are the times for real choices and 
not false ones. We are at the moment when 
our lives must be placed on the line if our 
nation is to sutVive its own folly. Every 
man of humane convictions must decide on 

Continued from back page 
regimes in the area have issued a barrage of 
wild propaganda aimed at portraying Libya 
as the aggressor, accusing Qaddafi of seek
ing to take over Chad. 

Such accusations tum reality on its head. 
It is the imperialist powers - foremost 

among them Washington, Paris, and Lon.
don - that have for decades imposed a 
system of brutal colonialism on the peoples 
of North Africa (and the rest of the conti
nent as well). They have toppled govern
ments, sought to crush popular rebellions, 
and constantly interfered in the daily polit
icallife of those countries. 

The imperialists hate the Qaddafi gov
ernment. It has repeatedly defied their dic
tates, denounced imperialist policies in the 
Middle East and Africa, and given political 
and material support to numerous revolu
tionary and national liberation movements 
around the world. 

This has included aid to forces in Chad 
that are in conflict with French and U.S. 
imperialism. Chad is a former French col
ony, and Paris has sought to determine 
what government rules it ever since it won 
independence in 1960. 

Washington also intervened in Chad to 
undermine the previous Goukouni govern
ment, which had friendly ties to Libya. The 
CIA, al<;>ng with the French imperialist 
government, helped Hissene Habn! oust 
Goukouni from power in 1982. 

Following his defeat in June 1982, Gou
kouni and his followers reorganized their 
forces . They drew together a broad coali
tion of political and military groups and set 
up the Transitional Government of Na
tional Union (GUNT) in the northern town 
of Bardal. It includes representatives from . 
most parts of the country. 

A political platform issued by the coali
tion earlier this year focused on three 
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points: "End Hissene Habre's dictatorial 
regime, which is in the pay of international 
imperialism; establish peace, security, and 
national unity; set up a popular, democrat
ic, socialist, and progressive government." 

A single opposition military force was 
established, the National Liberation Army 
(ANL). It launched major military opera
tions in northern and central Chad, and has 
also carried out some actions in the south 
(against facilities of the French-owned cot
ton monopoly Coton-Tchad). In June, the 
ANL forces began to make significant ad
vances, taking a series of villages and 
towns in the north and east, including 
Faya-Largeau, Fada, Oum-Chalouba, and 
Kalait. 

The Libyan regime recognizes the 
GUNT as the legitimate government of 
Chad, and has provided assistance to the 
ANL forces as part of its efforts to defend 
Libya'from imperialist attack and prevent 
the country's encirclement by hostile, 
proimperialist regimes. It has every right to 
provide such assistance. 

While the actual extent of this Libyan 
aid is unclear, it has obvio\]sly been exag
gerated by Habn~ and his imperialist back
ers in order to justify their intervention in 
Chad. 

Alarmed by the advances ofGoukouni's 
troops, the initial reaction in Paris and 
Washington was to rush additional military 
aid to Chad to bolster Habre's regime. 

Although the French government ini
tially . claimed that it had no intention of 
sending troops into Chad, it began to do so 
indirectly. By. early August, some 150 
French "advisers" and mercenaries hadar
rived in Ndjamena. 

The U.S.-backed regime of Mobutu 
Sese Seko in Zaire sent close to 2,000 
troops to help counter the rebel advance. 

With this external backing, Habn!'s 

troops managed to recapture all the major 
towns that had been taken by the ANL 
forces. 

On August 10, however, the ANL 
launched a second offensive, and after sev
eral days of heavy fighting around Faya
Largeau again captured that strategic 
northern town. 

In response, the imperialists escalated 
their intervention to massive proportions. 

The number of French troops in Chad 
steadily increased. According to French of
ficials, it may reach 3,000 by the end of 
August. The troops are supported by 
helicopters, jet fighters, and bombers. 

Gen. Jean Poli, a veteran of the war 
against the Algerian independence strug
gle, was assigned to Chad to command the 
French forces. · 

In addition to launching the Bright Star 
'83 military maneuvers, the Reagan ad
ministration boosted its military aid to 
Habrt~ by an additional $15 million and 
sent two AWACS electronic surveillance 
planes and eight F-15 jet fighters to neigh
boring Sudan in an effort to intimidate 
Libya. The planes were accompanied by 
550 U.S. ground personnel. Three U.S. 
military "advisers" were sent to Chad it
self. 

Mobutu sent more Zalrean troops, 
boosting the total nutnber in Chad to 
2,700. 

Despite this massive imperialist aggres
sion, Goukouni's forces have pledged to 
continue their struggle against the Habn~ 
regime. 

According to Mahamat Nour, the 
GUNT's minister of foreign affairs, "For
eign intervention in . Chad is nothing new. 
We have already faced the [French] legion
naires before. Nothing can stop a people 
that is determined to win its freedom." 

From Intercontinental Press 



Alice Walker's 'The Color Purple' 
The Color Purple, by Alice Walker. Washington 

Square Press (Pocket Books), 253 pages, $5.95. 

BY DIANE JACOBS 
Alice Walker is a Black writer from Eatonton, Geor

gia, who won a Pulitzer Prize for this book. She deserves 
it. I read the first page of The Color Purple, then reread 
it, because I just couldn't get over the beauty and power 
of it. She writes about love, sisterhood, change and 
growth, religion, betrayal, jealousy, sexism, racism. 

But the first thing that grabs you is the voiCe. It be
longs to Celie, a 14-year-old Black girl from a dirt-poor 

BOOK REVIEW 
family in a rural Southern town in the 1920s. She's just 
been raped by a man she believes to be her father . He 
warns her, "You better not never tell nobody but God. 
It'd kill your mammy." 

She takes him at his word, and begins her series of let
ters to that deity, the only person she can talk to. These 
letters are funny, tragic, ironic, and true. They change as 
she changes and, along with the letters to her from her 
younger sister Nettie (who becomes a Christian missio
nary in Africa), they chronicle her family's history in the 
period between the two world wars. 

The book is composed entirely of the two sisters' let- · 
ters. 

Celie's are written the way she talks . She regrets her 
lack of education: "I feel bad sometime Nettie done pass 
me in learnin. But look like nothing she say can get in my 
brain and stay. She try to tell me something bout the 
ground not being flat. I just say, Yeah, like I know it. I 
never tell her how flat it look to me." 

She's forced to marry a cruel man, a widower· who · 
comes to court Nettie but settles for Celie because he 
needs a nursemaid for his children. Celie is so alienated 
from this man she refers to him as Mr. ___ . 

When she begins to change and learn, the lessons 
about her own strength come from women. Her stepson 
Harpo finally brings home a wife with a mind of her own, 
probably the first woman Celie has met who's not sub
missive to men: 

"Sofia . . . a big strong girl. Arms got muscle . Legs, 
too. She swing that baby about like it nothing. She got a 
little pot on her now and give you the feeling she all 
there . Solid. Like if she sit down on something, it be 
mash." 

Can't tolerate independence 

Harpo can't tolerate his wife's independence of spirit. 
He tries to beat it out of her, but she fights back. Eventu
ally , his intolerance drives Sofia away. 

Celie learns about romance from an unlikely source. 
One day Mr. ___ brings home his first and abiding 
love, Sugar Avery, who's made a name for herself 
singing Bessie Smith songs · and some of her own. 
Mr. ___ had once wanted to marry her, but lacked the 
will to oppose the wishes of his father, who thought she 
was "trash." So he married Celie's predecessor instead , 
a meek woman who bore his children. 

Mr. _ __ and Shug stayed close throughout his first 
marriage, but parted ways a while before Celie moved in. 
Celie, who doesn' t have much use for men, especially 
after her treatment at their hands, finds an old photo of 
Shug and becomes infatuated with this compelling 
image. When Shug finally arrives at her house, sick and 

mean, Celie nurses her back to health. The community is 
scandalized, but, for the first time, Mr. ___ and Celie 
close ranks around their charge. A love develops between 
Celie and Shug that proves to be more enduring than 
Shug's and Mr. 's, whom she alone calls Albert. 

Celie learns to appreciate her body and her emotional 
needs when she and Shug become lovers. As men come 
and go through Shug's life, Celie feels jealous and some
times abandoned, but she gets the most important lesson 
there is about loving somebody: 

"She got a right to look over the world in whatever 
company she choose. Just cause I love her don't take 
away none of her rights. . .. Who am I to tell her who 
to love. My job just to love her good and true myself." 

Shug always comes back. 
Midway through the book, Celie decides to stop writ

ing god and start addressing letters to her sister. She ex
plains why to Shug: 

" . . . he give me a lynched daddy, a crazy, a low
down dog of a step pa and a sister I probably won't ever 
see again. Anyhow, I say, the God I been praying and 
writing to is a man. And act just like all the other mens I 
know. Trifling, forgitful and lowdown." 

Shug responds with her beliefs , and her rejection of or
ganized religion: "How come [god] look just like [white 
folks] . .. . Only bigger? And a heap more hair. How 
come the bible just like everything else they make, all 
about them doing one thing and another, and all the col
ored folks doing is getting cursed? . .. . I believe God 
is everything, say Shug. Everything that is or ever was or 
ever will be. And when you can feel that .. • you've 
found It." 

Celie is transformed over time from a defeated little 
girl to a resourceful woman. 

In one of the book's most disturbing incidents , Sofia 
becomes the victim of an ever-present racism. She, her 
children and prize-fighter boyfriend go to town one day, 
"looking like somebody." The white mayor and his wife 
pass them, and the wife stops to patronize: 

". . . all your children so clean, she say, would you 
like to work for me, be my maid? 

"Sofia say, Hell no." 
The mayor slaps Sofia; she slugs him back. Police ar

rive and beat her almost to death. She's locked up, but 
Celie persuades the sheriff to let -her in the cell: 

"When I see Sofia I don't know why she still alive.• 
They crack her skull, they crack her ribs. They tear her 
nose loose on one side. They blind her in one eye. She 
swole from head to foot . Her tongue the size of my arm. 
it stick out tween her teef like a piece of rubber. She can't 
talk. And she just about the color of a eggplant." 

A wry wit 

Sofia is sentenced to 12 years, serves a few in prison, 
and the rest as maid to the mayor's wife. She manages to 
retain her indomitable spirit, but, to survive during this 
time, learns to erase herself just like Celie used to do, and 
to exercise a wry wit about her captors. "They have the 
nerve to try to make us think slavery fell through because 
of us, say Sofia. Like us didn' t have sense enough to han
dle it. All the time breaking hoe handles and letting the 
mules loose in the wheat . . . " 

The other primary plot involves Celie's sister Nettie, 
who disappears on page 18. We don't hear from her again 
until years later, when Shug discovers her letters to Celie 
that Mr. ___ had been withholding out of spite. Net-
tie was taken in by a preacher and his wife, the same 
couple who adopted Celie's two offspring- the result of 
the rapes by her stepfather. Nettie's letters are those of an 
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Alice Walker 

educated women, grammatical and richly observant, but 
not half as poetic as Celie's. 

She travels to Africa, by way of England, to do 
missionary work with the couple. Because her horizon is 
broader than Celie's , she gets a chance to document the 
hypocrisy of white missionaries, the terrible destructive 
effects of colonialism, and finally. the devastation and 
ruin of her beloved Olinka tribe when their land is ap
propriated by an English rubber planter who forces them 
to pay rent and water tax . 

Every character in The Color Purple has a story, and 
every character develops. Celie's children come of age in 
Africa. Nettie marries the preacher after his wife's death . 
Mr. ___ learns that love is more than "what folks do 
together with they bodies." He grows close to Celie 
through their common feeling for Shug A very, and ends 
up helping her sew in the pants-making business she 
develops , Fokspants, Unlimited. 

There is one small incident that struck me as the es
sence of what The Color Purple is about. When Sofia's 
mother dies, she and her two sisters decide to serve as. 
pallbearers with their three brothers . People don' t do 
this, Harpo tells her: 

"What it gon look like? say Harpo. Three big stout 
women pallbearers look like they ought to be home fry 
ing chicken . . . . Women weaker, he say. People think 
they weaker, say they weaker, anyhow. Women spose to 
take it easy. Cry if you want to. Not try to take over. 

"Try to take over, say Sofia. The woman dead. I can 
cry and take it easy and lift the coffin too." 

And she does along with her sister and three brothers: . 
"They all march stoutly in , shaking the church, and 

place Sofia mother in front the pulpit. 
"Folks crying and fanning and trying to keep a stray 

eye on they children, but they don't stare at Sofia and her 
sisters. They act like this the way it always done. I love 
folks." 

Where to find the Socialist Workers Party, 
Young Socialist Alliance, and socialist books 

Gary: SWP, YSA, 3883 Broadway. Zip: 
46409. Tel: (219) 884-9509. Indianapolis: 

Halsey. Zip: 07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341. Box 261, Annex Station. Zip: 02901. 

and pamphlets · 

ALABAMA: Birmingham: SWP, YSA, 
205 18th St. S. Zip: 35233. Tel: (205) 323-
3079. 

ARIZONA: Phoenix: SWP, YSA, 611 E. 
Indian School. Zip: 8501 2. Tel: (602) 274-
7399. Tucson: SWP, P.O. Box 2585 . Zip: 
85702. Tel: (602) 622-3880 or 882-4304. 

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: SWP, YSA, 
2546 W. Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-
9460. Oakland: SWP, YSA, 2864"Telegraph 
Ave. Zip: 94609. Tel: (41 5) 839-5316. San 
Diego: SWP, YSA, 1053 15th St.Zip: 92101. 
Tel: (619) 234-4630. San Francisco: SWP, 
YSA, 3284 23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (41 5) 824-
1992. San Jose: SWP, YSA, 46112 Race St. Zip: 
95 126. Tel: (408) 998-4007. Seaside: Pathfin
der Books, 1043A Broapway, Seaside. Zip: 
93955. Tel: (408) 394-1855. 

COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, .126 
W. 12th Ave. Zip: 80204. Tel: (303) 53'!-c8954. 

FLORIDA: Miami: SWP, YSA, 1237 NW 
!19th St., North Miami. Zip: 33167. TeE (305) 
769-3478. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: SWP, YSA, 504 Flat 
Shoals Ave. SE. Zip: 30316. Tel: (404) 577-
4065. 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, 555 W. 
Adams. Zip: 60606. l;el: (312) 559-9046. 

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, Activities 
Desk, Indiana Memorial Union. Zip: 47405 . 

SWP, YSA, 4850 N. College. Zip: 46205 . Tel: 
(317) 283-6149. 

IOWA: Cedar Falls: YSA, c/o Jim Sprall , 
803 W. 11th St. Zip: 50613. Des Moines: 
YSA, P.O. Box 1165. Zip: 50311. 

KENTUCKY: Louisville: SWP, YSA, 809 
E.-Broadway. Zip: 40204. Tel: (502) 587-8418. 

LOUSIANA: New Orleans: SWP, YSA, 
3207 Dublin St. Zip: 70118. Tel: (504) 486-
8048. 

MARYLAND: Baltimpre: SWP, YSA, 
2913 Greenmount Ave. Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) 
235-0013. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: SWP, YSA, 
510 Commonwealth Ave. , 4th Floor. Zip: 
02215. Tel: (617) 262-4621. 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: SWP, YSA, 6404 
Woodward Ave. Zip: 48202. Tel: (3 13) 875-
5322. 

MINNESOTA: Mesabi Iron Range: SWP, 
YSA, 11 2 Chestnut St. , Virginia, Minn. 55792. 
Send mail to P.O. Box 1287. Zip: 55792. Tel: 
(218) 749-6327. Twin Cities: SWP, YSA, 508 
N. Snelling Ave., St. Paul.' Zip: 55104. Tel: 
(61 2) 644-6325 . 

MISSOURI: Kansas City: SWP, YSA, 
4715A Troost. Zip: 64110. Tel: (8 16) 753-
0404. St. Louis: SWP, YSA, 3109 S. Grand, 
# 22. Zip: 63116. Tel: (314) 772-4410. 

NEBRASKA: Lincoln: YSA, P.O. Box 
80238. Zip: 68501. Tel: (402) 475-8933. 

NEW JERSEY: Newark: SWP, YSA, 141 

NEW MEXICO: Albuquerque: SWP, 
YSA, 1417 Central Ave. NE. Zip: 87106. Tel: 
(505) 842-0954. 

NEW YORK: Capital District (Albany): 
SWP, YSA, 23 Central Ave. Zip: 12210. Tel: 
(518) 434-3247. New York, Brooklyn: SWP, 
YSA, 335 Atlantic Ave. Zip: 11 201 . Tel: (212) 
852-7922. New York, Manhattan: SWP, 
YSA, 79 Leonard. Zip: 10013. Tel: (212) 226-
8445. New York: City-wide SWP, YSA, 79 
Leonard. Zip: 10013. Tel: (212) 925-1668. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Piedmont: SWP, 
YSA, P.O. Box 1026, 1400 Glenwood Ave., 
Greensboro. Zip: 27403. Tel: (919) 272-5996. 

OHIO: Cincinnati: SWP, YSA, 4945 Pad
dock Rd. Zip: 45237. Tel: (513) 242-7161. 
Cleveland: SWP, YSA, 15105 St. Clair Ave. 
Zip: 44110. Tel: (216) 451-6150. Toledo: 
SWP, YSA, 2120 Dorr St. Zip: 43607. Tel: 
(419) 536-0383. 

OREGON: Portland: SWP, YSA, 711 NW 
Everett. Zip: 97209. Tel: (503) 222-7225. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, Edin
boro State College. Zip: 16444. Tel: (814) 734-
4415. Harrisburg: SWP, YSA, 803 N. 2nd St. 
Zip: 17102. Tel: (717) 234-5052. Philadel
phia: SWP, YSA, 5811 N. Broad St. Zip: 
19141. Tel: (215) 927-4747 or 927-4748. 
Pittsburgh: SWP, YSA, 141 S. Highland Ave. 
Zip: 15206. Tel: (41 2) 362-6767. State Col
lege: YSA, P.O. Box 464, Bellefonte. Zip: 
16823. Tel: (814) 238-3296. 

RHODE ISLAND: Providence: YSA, P.O. 

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, c/o Mike Rose, 7409 
Berkman Dr. Zip: 78752. Tel. (512) 452-3923. 
Dallas: SWP, YSA, 2817 Liye Oak. Zip: 
75204. Tel: (214) 826-4711. Houston: SWP, 
YSA, 4806 Almeda. Zip: 77004. Tel: (713) 
522-8054. San Antonio: SWP, YSA, 28 11 
Guadalupe, # 100. Zip: 78207. Tel: (512) 432-
7394. 

UTAH: Price: SWP, YSA, 23 S. Carbon 
Ave., Suite 19, P.O. Box 758. Zip: 84501. Tel: 
(801) 637-6294. Salt Lake City: SWP, YSA, 
677 S. 7th East, 2nd Floor. Zip:. 84102. Tel: 
(801) 355-1124. 

VIRGINIA: Tidewater Area (Newport 
News): SWP, YSA, 5412 Jefferson Ave., Zip 
23605. Tel: (804) 380-0133. 

WASIDNGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA, 3106 
Mt. Pleasant St. NW. Zip: 20010. Tel: (202) 
797-7699. Baltimore-W asbington District: 
2913 Greenmo1.1nt Ave., Baltimore, Md. Zip: 
21218. Tel: (301) 235-0013. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: SWP, YSA, 
4868 Rainier Ave. South. Zip: 98118. Tel: 
(206) 723-5330. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Charleston: SWP, 
YSA, 1584 A Washington St. East. Zip: 25311. 
Tel: (304) 345-3040. Morgantown: SWP, 
YSA, 957 S. University Ave. Zip: 26505. Tel: 
(304) 296-0055. 

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: SWP, YSA, 
4707 W. Lisbon Ave. Zip: 53208. Tel: (414) 
445-2076. 
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-- EDITORIALS------~---

After Aug. 27: how can we win? 
Continued from front page 
the copper mines in Arizona at the request of the copper 
magnates. 

The capitalists are haunted by the fear that tens of mil
lions of us will get together with the objective of ending 
their domination . So whenever workers raise the banner 
of solidarity, the capitalists respond with divide-and-rule 
tactics. They seek to pit us against each other- whites 
against Blacks, men against women, skilled against un
skilled, English-speaking against Spanish-speaking, and 
U.S .-born against immigrants. By such measures they 
get layers of the working class to believe the myth that 
they have a stake in defending capitalist rule. 

The results of these divisions are seen in a number of 
ways. For example, the average income for· Blacks is 
only 56 percent of that for whites - the same as it was 
20 years ago. This shows that in spite of the magnificent 
achievement of the civil rights movement in wiping out 
Jim Crow segregation, racism's deep roots in the 
capitalist system have prevented any qualitative advance 
in economic equality. 

The same is true for women. They continue to earn an 
average of 59 cents to the dollar that men earn. 

The women's liberation movement has given many 
women more self-confidence and has won some im
provements, particulafly in employment. However, as 
with the oppression of Blacks, the capitalist system needs 
the oppression of women . 

What about jobs? Despite the upturn in the economy 
there are still 10 million unemployed workers. For 
Blacks and Latinos, unemployment is twice the national 
rate. 

Yet the employers continue to demand major wage and 
contmct concessions from unionized workers. Every cut 

' in pay and benefits (or these workers leads to even lower 
wages and worse working conditions for the 78 percent 
who are not organized . 

Black, Latino, women, and younger workers get hit 
the hardest. More and more they face entry-level wages 
30 to 40 percent less than for other workers, as well as ra
cial and sexual discrimination. The employers continue 
to attack affirmative action programs and refuse to mod
ify discriminatory seniority systems. 

Neither adequate jobs, decent wages, equality, nor 
.freedom exists for the majority of U.S. working people. ' 

This situation is made worse by the employers' offen
sive against workers and farmers in other countries. In 
order to preserve the superprofits they get from cheaper 
labor in the semicolonial countries, and to safeguard 
sources of raw materials, markets, and investments, they· 
maintain a gigantic military force. They respond to re
bellions in oppressed countries much as they respond to 
strikes in this country. They use all the force they can 
muster to try to smash them. 

And the cost of the huge war budget is borne by us. 
U.S. battleships are now off the coast of Nicaragua. 

Over 4,000 U.S. troops will be engaged in military exer
cises in Honduras for an indefinite period. The govern
ment has set up a bipartisan war commission with leading 
Democrats. and Republicans to provide cover for this 
deepening of the war in Central America, aimed in par
ticular at the revolutionary governments in Nicaragua, 
Grenada, and Cuba. 

U.S. Marines are stationed in Lebanon to oppose the 
struggle of the Palestinian and Arab peoples for self-de
termination. 

The U.S. government is also supporting France, which 
is stationing troops in Chad aimed at the Chadian and 
Libyan peoples. 

The struggles of toilers in other countries are intercon
nected with our struggles because each time they score a 
victory against U.S. imperialism, it weakens our employ
ers and strengthens us. 

As the employers step up their military threats, attacks 
against Blacks and women, and demands that workers 
make more concessions or face union-busting, it be
comes increasingly imperative for working people to or
ganize directly against the employers and their govern
ment. 

Our objective must be to replace the racist, capitalist 
government with a government of workers and farmers. 

The struggle for jobs, peace, and freedom will help lay 
the basis for bringing such a government to power. 

Such a government cannot be voted into office. It will 
require the mobilization of millions of working people in 
struggle . Unions and mass organizations much broader 
than unions will be used by working people to carry this 
fight through to the end. 

As a first step this means building broad alliances of all 
the oppressed and exploited to fight the government's ra
cist, antilabor, and prowar policies. It means active sol
idarity by working people with all victims of capitalism 
- at home and abroad. 

Moreover, it means politically breaking with the 
capitalist government and its two parties. 

There are no "friends" of Blacks, Latinos, women, and 
unions in the White House, the Capitol, or the Supreme 
Court. They serve another class. Whatever they appear to 
do for us is only the result of what we have been strong 
enough to take from them. Throughout U.S. history all 
laws and court decisions favorable to working people -
from civil rights, to labor and farm legislation- came in 
response to the big struggles we waged, not before. 

Today we need to end our support to the Democrats 
and Republicans. We need our own independent move
ment organized to struggle around a social program that 
aims to place working people in power. 

That's why we propose to Blacks who initiated this 
march and raised the banner of jobs, peace, and freedom 
that they form an independent Black party. The winning 
of Black self-determination requires that Blacks reject all 
political compromises with the capitalists . History 
teaches that Black freedom - as Malcolm X explained 
- is impossible if Blacks remain tied to the Democratic 
and Republican•parties. 

The program for a Black party would be in the interests 
of all working people just as the demands of the August 
27 march are . It will begin from the standpoint of the 
problems of Blacks, but its objectives will serve the 
needs of all- Latinos, women, farmers, and labor. 

An independent Black party that fights against U.S. 
military intervention in Central America and for a jobs 
program- massive public works, shorter work week to 
spread the available work, and affirmative action for 
Blacks and women - will encourage trade unionists to 
take the giant step of forming a labor party . 

Blacks are a big part of the-labor movement. Thus a 
labor party based on the unions will include a program for 
Black rights . It will fight for the demands of other allies 
such as farmers. 

Neither a Black party nor a labor party exists yet . But 
the march on Washington, and the broad unity forged 
under the leadership of Blacks, show the potential for 
such parties. 

The sooner such steps toward political independence 
are taken either by Blacks or labor, the quicker we will be 
on the road to placing political power in the hands of a 
workers and farmers government. 

Gov't attacks Jesse Jackson 
"Two Jesse Jackson Groups Misused $1.7 Million, 

Auditors Say." 
That was the headline on an August 19 Associated 

Press story. 
Read the actual text of the story carefully and you learn 

that there is no evidence of "misuse" of funds . Federal 
auditors have simply "leaked" to the press the fact that 
they examined the books of two organizations associated 
with Jackson that have received federal grants . There was 
a "lack of documentation" for some expenses, the au
ditors claim. 

What's obviously involved here is an attempt to smear 
and harass Jackson, the head of Operation PUSH, for his 
political activities. 

Jackson has been in the forefront of a massive effort to 
register Blacks to vote in the South, against the will of 
local Democratic officials there. " 

He has sharply condemned the escalation of U.S. mil
itary involvement in Central America. This escalation, 
says Jackson, "is nothing but preparation to send the 
Black, the brown, and the white poor to fight and die to 
protect rich inter~sts ." 

And he is campaigning for the idea of a Black running 
for president in the 1984 Democratic primanes. 
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Things like this lead to federal "audits." 
Operation PUSH Inc . and PUSH for Excellence Inc. 

have received federal funds for their projects to improve 
the education of Black youth . 

Secretary of Education Terrel Bell - a notorious op
ponent of education rights in general and the rights of 
Black students in particular - claims the audits are just 
"routine." 

He adds, "The reason there is all this publicity is the 
Rev . Jesse Jackson is considering running for president." 

Indeed. When was the last time the government did a 
"routine" audit of segregated white colleges or investi
gated school boards that refuse to carry out court-ordered 
busing for desegregation? 

When was the last time the Justice Department took 
action on charges by civil rights organizations that Blacks 
attempting to register to vote have been harassed and in
timidated by local governments? 

The "fraud" smear against Jesse Jackson and Opera
tion PUSH is aimed at all supporters of civil rights, in the 
hopes of intimidating those who oppose U.S. govern
ment policy from speaking out. It should be roundly con
demned. 

1955 telephone 
strike and 
civil rights fight 
BY HERMAN CHAUKA 

To some, the South appears to be an invincible open
shop fortress where unionism cannot hope to prevail. 

That belief was even stronger before the 1960s, when 
legal segregation- Jim Crow- prevailed. 

Yet history has demonstrated that, even during the 
days of Jim Crow, unity and solidarity could be achieved 
and the bosses beaten back. 

This was demonstrat~d in the spring of 1955 when 
30,000 rail workers and 50,000 phone workers fought 
lengthy strikes to beat powerful corporations. 

While a minority of the workers directly involved in 
the. strikes were Black, the two strikes advanced the fight 
against Jim Crow. 

The Militant featured prominent coverage of both 
strikes, the violence directed against them, and the sol
idarity they evoked. 

It reported that in Chattanooga, Tennessee, a Southern 
Bell strikebreaker deliberately ran over two pickets. 

Another striker was shot in front of the Pensacola, 
Florida, phone exchange. 

In Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee, a striking rail unionist was 
murdered by a scab who shot him in back of the head. 

In Knoxville, Tennessee, the mayor arined his cops 
with machineguns against phone workers, ordering them 
to "shoot to kill." 

The rail workers were members of nonoperating 
unions affiliated to the AFL. (This was shortly before the 
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merger of the AFL and CIO.) They were striking against 
the Louisville and Nashville line and five of its sub
sidiaries. 

The phone workers, members of the Communications 
Workers of America, were affiliated with the CIO and 
were striking Southern Bell in nine states. 

The April 30, 1955, Militant reported that despite a 
"blizzard of injunctions, all sections of Southern labor, 
AFL, CIO, and independent, rallied to the strikers' 
cause. 

"Financial support came from small locals, central 
labor bodies, and international unions. 

"Picket lines were observed by members of all other 
unions, and frequently bolstered by them." 

The Militant added that the sight of Black and white 
workers picketing together "had an impact greater than 
the statistics would indicate." 

Reporting on the broad public sympathy for the strik
ers, the paper cited the following: "One example, among 
many, of this sympathy, was the demonstration of 200 
college students before the telephone exchange in Hat
tiesburg, Mississippi, where 20 of their classmates, lured 
by the full-page ads of Southern Bell, were scabbing. 
They pulled the scabs off the job." 

At the big U.S. Steel plant in Birmingham, where a 
good part of the work force was Black, a spontaneous 
walkout came after cops in nearby Montgomery brutally 
clubbed strikers, and a rail worker was shot and killed by 
a scab. 

Only the bureaucratic intervention of David 
McDonald, then president of the United Steelworkers of 
America, forced an end to the sympathy walkout and 
thwarted what might have developed into a general strike 
in the city. 

The militancy of the striking rail and phone unionists 
was so high, and the solidarity with them so broad, that 
both won their key demands. The rail workers had been 
out 58 days, the phone unionists, 68. 

Bell was forced to give modest wage increases· to all of 
the workers, although it had initially refused any increase 
for 5,000 of them. Bell was also forced to retreat on other 
contract issues. 

In the rail strike, the company fought against establish
ing a health plan already conceded by other major rail 
lines. They claimed it was a matter of moral principle not 
to make compulsory deductions from their workers' 
wages for their half of the premium. This "moral con
flict" was resolved by an arbitrator's ruling that the com
pany should pay the entire premium. 

Full-scale union organization of the South - and the 
battle against racism that goes with it - remain a major 
responsibility of the trade union movement. The 1955 
rail and phone strikeJ confirm it can be done. 

For further reading: 
Workers in the Changing South: The Impact 
of the Civil Rights Movement. By Nelson 
Blackstock. 30 pp., $.95. 

Order from Pathfinder Press, 410 West St. , 
New York, N.Y. 10014. Please include 75 cents for 
postage and handling. 
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Telephone picket line 

Prior to the tentative settlement 
announcement in the telephone 
strike, I spent some time on the 
picket lines here talking to striking 
members of the Communications 
Workers of America (CWA) . 

Striker Larry Cramer told me, 
"People that have been on strike 
understand what we're doing. The 
others, if they knew what it's 
about, they'd support us ." 

Another picket, Debbie Bond, 
said, "A lot of city workers drive 
by and tell us to hang in there . 
Some drop off a few cold six
packs of Pepsi ." 

women are doing the work - and 
we're supposed to do more things 
besides- the company won't pay 
us for it because we use com
puters." 

This same striker pointed to in
creased company harassment be
fore the strike began. "Five or six 
people got fired lately for things 
like making a personal phone 
call." 

While the spirits on the picket 
line were high, strikers admitted 
they were feeling the economic 
strain. "They told me at the food 
stamp office that I'm not eligible," 
said one. "That sounds like union
busting to me. They try to make it 
so we have· to cross the picket 
line." 

At a discussion in May, Susan 
Schechter, author of Women and 
Male Violence, spoke about the 
social institutions that condone 
and encourage such violence. At 
the August membership meeting, 
a program on rape prevention 
was led by Pam Donnell of the 
Safety and Fitness Exchange 
(SAFE). Donnell is a 10-year stu
dent of martial arts so most of the 
discussion centered on individual 
self-defense techniques. 

There was also the beginning of 
an interesting discussion, raised 
mostly by Black and union 
women, about the problems in our 
society that lead to violence 
against women, particularly on the 
job. 

m WISHTORf.lHS'mTE IN 
MICARAGt14 THE FREEDOM 

/' LotliTAKENFORGRANTED 
IN THE UHI'IED STATES ••. 

••. THEREEDCMFOR 
US TO HANDPICK. 
THER1>1CTATORS!I 

/ 

One Black striker explained, 
"The biggest deal for me is the 
medical benefits . I've got three 
kids, and now AT&T wants me to 
start paying 25 percent of my med
ical. With $7.2 billion last year 
AT&T can't pay medical bills!" 

Other workers expressed con
cern about job security. "Ma Bell 
has been introducing more com
puter technology and has used that 
as an opportunity to downgrade 
and eliminate jobs. 

Nevertheless, strikers I talked 
with seemed pretty determined. 
"Look at what happened at 
Chrysler," Larry Cramer told me. 
"That was a bad move, those con
cessions . Now all the companies 
want to get in on it. Me? I'm going 
to keep what I've got." 
Kathleen Denny 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

A Black woman expressed 
frustration that so many women 
are trapped in jobs where we have 
to put up with sexist treatment be
cause of our limited job options. 
Another woman pointed out that a 
very high percentage of women 
who leave their jobs do so because 
of sexual harassment. 

A woman who works on the 
docks in New York, where the 
workforce is only 1 percent 
female, talked about how she has 
dealt with sexual harassment and a 
rape threat. 

harassment and violence break 
down the solidarity that is so cru
cial to everyone's safety on the 
job. Another woman said that get
ting stronger unions, regardless of 
the percentage of women on the 
job, is a real advantage in fighting 
against sexual harassment. 

late women and make us the target 
of rape and sexual harassment on 
the job. 
Ellen Haywood 
Susan Zarate 
Brooklyn, New York 

One striker told me that her job 
is now performed primarily by 
women using new computer 
equipment. They are paid $100 a 
week less than the craftsmen who 
had previously done the work. 

Violence against women 

Another point to consider is 
how important the struggle for af
fmnative action is to combating 
sexual harassment and violence. 
Efforts by the women's rights 
movement and the unions to work 
together to expand and improve 
women's employment . has a big 
impaCt on the conditions that iso-

· The letters column is an open · 
forum for all viewpoints on sub
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name. 

"They say they treat men and 
women equal," this woman said, 
"but you see they don't. Now that 

Our New York City chapter of 
the National Organization for 
Women has held a couple of in
teresting discussions on rape and 
other violence against women. 

She said it was important to 
speak up and talk with other work
ers, male and female, and to dis
cuss in the union how sexual 

The case of Klaus Barbie: Hypocrites at work 
BY HARRY RING 

An especially disgusting example of political hypoc
risy was the New York Times editorial congratulating 
Washington for admitting it had employed- and con
cealed- the Nazi war criminal Klaus Barbie. 

"How rare it is," the August 18 editorial sanctimoni
ously declared, "for a proud and powerful nation to admit 
shabby behavior." 

Shabby·ifideed :· ··' J • o•. - - • . 

The Justice Department's admission that Barbie had 
been hired and harbored came only after he was extra-

AS I SEE IT 
dited by Bolivia to France. where he was long sought for 
"crimes against humanity." 

Moreover, the report is a whitewash, intended to 
minimize what Washington did and to suggest there were 
only a few cases where Nazis had been so employed. 

In fact, from the time Washington initiated the cold 
war against the Soviet Union, it employed literally 
thousands of Nazis as experts in combating "com
munism." 

Among others documenting this is John Loftus, a 
former investigative official for the Justice Department, 
who recently wrote an expose, the Belarus Secret. 

The readiness of Washington to make wholesale use of 
. Nazis in combating "communism" confirms that it did 
· not fight Germany in World War II to defeat fascism, as 

it demagogically claimed, but to defeat it as an im
perialist rival. Wall Street's drive for world domination, 
not any concern about democracy, was the motor force of 
the U.S. war. 

The Barbie case is damning . During the German occu
pation of France in World War II , he was head of the 
Gestapo in Lyons, one of the country's largest cities. 
There he was responsible for the mass slaughter of Jews 
and other innocents, earning the title, the "butcher of 
Lyons." 

When the U.S . Army hired Barbie in 1947, it knew 
exactly who he was. He was then already listed on a cen
tral registry of the Allied powers as a war criminal 
wanted in France. 

In 1950 , when the French government let it be known 
that it knew Washington was using and shielding Barbie, 
he was spirited out of Europe to Bolivia via an under
ground route for fascists dubbed the "Rat Line." The Rat 
Line was operated by a notorious Croatian fascist priest. 

In Bolivia, Barbie didnicely for three decades, col
laborating with ·the various military regimes there and, 
undoubtedly , with U.S . agencies as welL 

It was only recently, when mass · pressure from the 
Bolivian workers forced a change in the regime there, 
that Barbie was extradited to France . 

But this is no sordid story from the past. Washington 
is using exactly the same types as Barbie in many coun
tries throughout the world in its present drive against 
"communism." • 

Such vermin are natural recruits for anticommunism, 
which is, essentially, the brutal response of the ruling 

capitalists to the struggle of workers and other oppressed 
people for a new and better life. 

In the period after World War II, Nazis were among 
those used to curb the rising European working class. 
The workers there wanted to build a new, socialist soci
ety. 

Essentially, that same process is occurring in many 
parts of the world today, most partic~larly in Central 
America. 1 

There, long oppressed and impoverished workers and 
peasants are determined to end the imperialist domination 
responsible for their plight . 

And the central business and financial interests in this 
country are equally determined to hold onto their colonial 
"backyard," by any means necessary. 
· Countless reports have emerged of the right-wing 

butchery in El Salvador. Perhaps the best known case is 
that of the murder of the four U.S. church women. 

Consider a single, added example. 
It was presented in a carefully researched article in the 

July 31 Miami Herald. 
The killer in this story did not murder on the same 

mass scale as Barbie. But the two men are truly blood 
brothers. 

Manuel Portillo was a sergeant in the Salvadoran mili
tia, the U.S.-trained outfit delegated to guard local areas 
against "communist subversion." 

From late 1980 until early this year, Portillo was in 
command of the militia unit in the town of Apastepeque 
in San Vicente province. 

During his tenure there , Portillo shot or hacked to 
death at least 20 people. Manuel Guzman, mayor of the 
town, provided the Herald names, dates, and places . His 
account was confirmed by four other town officials and 
local funeral records. 

For instance, on the afternoon of March 14 , 198 1, Por
tillo and two of his men arrived, drunk, at the home of 
two brothers. 

The brothers were taken to a local cemetery. There, 
according to Mayor Guzman, Portillo, with the help of 
his men, "cut off their heads, their arms and their legs. 
He left the parts around in the grass." 

Portillo then returned and tied up the wife and two chil
dren of one of the victims. 

He raped the wife-, the mayor said, and then took her 
and the children out to the highway. "There he shot them, 
tore their stomachs out and cut them to pieces," Guzman 
testified. 

The Herald account includes more of Portillo's sicken
ing rampage. 

What happened to him? 

After protests by local citizens and an area bishop, 
Portillo was transferred to duty in another town. 

There he killed again. 
Transferred once more, he deserted the Salvadoran 

army. 
Where is Portillo now? 
The Herald tersely reports: 
"Today, military authorities say, he is living with his 

wife in. the United States." 
Is there a Rat Line from El Salvador to here? 
Is Portillo still helping to fight "communism"? 
One can only speculate. But this much is for sure: 

Manuel Portillo and Klaus Barbie are authentic symbols 
of Washington's fight against communism. 

The people of Central America, in increasing num
bers, understand that. That' s why they resist\J.S. inter
vention so stubbornly. 
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THE MILITANT 
Washington and France Wage war 
against peoples of North Africa 
BY ERNEST HARSCH 

Washington and Paris have joined in a 
war against the peoples of North Africa. 

Several thousand French troops -
backed up by helicopters and jet bombers 
- have poured into Chad to prop up the 
beleaguered proimperialist regime of His
sene Habn!, which is engaged in a civil war 
with a coalition of forces led by former 
President Goukouni Oueddei . 

It is the largest French military interven
tion in Africa since the war against the 
Algerian independence ·struggle two dec
ades ago. 

At the same time , on August 10, the 
Reagan administration sent some 7,000 
U.S . troops to Egypt, the Sudan, and other 
countries in the region for a series of mili
tary exercises, code-named Bright Star 
'83. The operations include armor and in
fantry maneuvers, mock air attacks by B-
52 bombers, and the use of AWACS elec
tronic surveillance planes. A U.S. naval 
fleet has been positioned just off the coast 
of Libya. It is the most massive show of 

U.S. military force in North Africa since 
World War II. 

Officials in Washington have made little 
effort to conceal the fact that Bright Star 
'83 is intended as a threat to the Libyan re
gime of Muammar el-Qaddafi, which has 
provided assistance to Goukouni's forces 
in Chad. 

Although the French government of 
Fran\ois Mitterrand has attempted to por
tray its intervention in Chad as a separate 
initiative from Washington's campaign 
against Libya, the military efforts of the 
two imperialist powers are clearly coordi
nated . Washington and Paris are carrying 
out a joint military intervention that is di
rected most immediately against the 
peoples of Libya and Chad, but also 
against all those in the region who dare to 
challenge continued imperialist domination 
and plunder of their countries . 

As a cover for this naked aggression, the 
Reagan administration, the Mitterrand 
government, and the various proimperialist 

Continued on Page 20 
Chadian liberation forces are standing up to U.S.-backed French invasion of their 
country. At center of photo is rebel leader Goukouni Oueddei. 

Phone workers protest company violence-baiting 
BY CARLA HOAG 

NEWARK, N.J.- Workers on strike 
against Bell and Western Electric in New 
Jersey found themselves fighting a heavy 
barrage of attacks from the courts, cops, 
and media, as well as the company. 

On August 10, Judge John Marzulli of 
Essex County Superior Court issued an in
junction against the International Brother
hood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) Local 
827, prohibiting "violence," and "sabotage 
or destruction of company property." With 
this as a rationale, the injunction also li
mited the number of pickets allowed at 
New Jersey Bell facilities. 

The former set of prohibitions were part 
of the violence-baiting of the strikers, 
which has made big headlines in New Jer
sey papers. 

After the first three days of the national 
telephone workers strike , New Jersey Bell 
charged that there had been 25 acts of sab
otage against phone company property. 
They immediately pointed the finger at the 
IBEW though they have produced not a 
shred of evidence to back up that assertion. 

IBEW Local 827 has a membership of 
13,000 statewide, ranging from linemen 
and installers to office personnel. The 
union denies the company's accusations of 
sabotage . Blake Hanssen , an IBEW strike 

captain from Bayonne, said, "The union 
doesn't sanction any form of vandalism or 
destruction." 

Some picketers offered the suggestion 
that perhaps management had cut their own 
phone cables, as a way to weaken public 
support for the strike . 

In an escalation of the company-govern
ment campaign against the striking work
ers, New Jersey Bell called in the FBI to in
vestigate what it said was sabotage of the 
phone cables at a military installation, the 
Military Ocean Terminal in Bayonne. 

Bell also ran a ''wanted" ad in local pa
pers on August 13, announcing a $5,000 
reward for "information leading to the ar
rest and conviction of any person or per
sons who damage or remove telephone 
cable or Central Office switching equip
ment." In case there was any question 
about who Bell wanted turned in , the ad 
emphasized that the alleged "malicious 
damage was done" after the telephone 
workers went on strike . 

Members of IBEW Local 1470 at the 
Western Electric manufacturing plant in 
Kearny, New Jersey , joined 40,000 other 
Western Electric workers across the coun
try, who went on strike August 15. 

While AT&T tried to push a take back 
contract down their throats, Western Elec-

tric is moving to ax the job of all 4,000 
Kearny employees, citing the age and un
profitability of the Kearny plant. 

Some workers at Kearny suspect that 
there's more to this shutdown than what the 
company is saying. 

After an eight-year court battle against 
the company, women workers at Kearny fi
nally won an affirmative action program, 
which went into effect in 1981 . Soon after 
that , Western Electric decided to close . 
down the plant for good. 

The women workers pllin to contest the 
findings of a court-appointed special mas
ters report, which concluded that the affir
mative action program was not a factor in 
Western Electric's decision to close down 
this plant. 

The IBEW at Kearny also won a round 
in court. Local police had set up barricades 
to prevent workers from picketing the front 
gate. 

The cops' "reason" for this illegal 
obstruction? 

"We did it for their own safety," said 
Kearny Deputy Chief George King. "At a 
strike, the cars coming in have a tendency 
to panic. We don't want them [picketers] 
hurt. They have a right to picket, but we 
have a duty to protect them." 

Cop threatens pickets outside Western Electric Co. in Kearny, New Jersey, where workers eventually won court order against po
lice harassme·nt. 
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A Superior Court judge gave the strikers 
limited picketing rights . 

The striking telephone workers have 
found allies in othl!r unions. The New Jer
sey Industrial Union Council offered its 
full support for the strike. 

And the recent National Executive 
Council meeting of the AFL-CIO voted to 
back the striking Bell workers and called 
on its affiliates to support the strike "in 
every way possible." 

Tentative settlement 
announced in strike 

August 24 - As the Militant goes to 
press, officials of all three unions involved 
in the 700,000-person nationwide tele
phone strike have tentatively accepted a 
new contract. The unions are: Communica
tions Workers of America (CWA);Interna
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers; 
and Telecommunications International 
Union. 

The strike against American Telephone 
and Telegraph Corp. began August 7. 

CW A president Glenn Watts said the 
proposed settlement contained "a substan
tially improved response by the company 
in the key areas of our bargaining de
mands." He announced that he hoped 
union members would be back to work by 
August 25, whilea membership mail ballot 
vote proceeds. Results of the vote won't be 
known until September 17 . 

The unions' demands included: protec
tion from layoffs; increased wages; rejec
tion of company attempts to increase the 
amount of health insurance costs shoul
dered by employees; opposition to com
pany proposals to replace craft workers by 
substantially lower-paid "service assis
tants"; and steps to alleviate the extreme 
job stress suffered by operators and other 
workers. 

According to media reports, the prop
osed contract includes some provisions for 
training workers in new _skills whose jobs 
are phased out by technology; a 5.5 percent 
wage hike in the first year of the contract; 
and dropping of the company's demands 
for workers to pay for medical insurance 
and to establish "service assistants." 

One hundred local bargaining units of 
the three unions have to resolve local issues 
before strikers return to work . 
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