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Solidarity Day: 
only the beginning 

"Solidarity Day-Only the Beginning." 
That was a popular and important slogan at 

the historic Washington demonstration Sep
tember 19. 

Solidarity Day laid a powerful foundation for 
the fight to defeat the Reagan administration's 
naked attacks against working people. 

The giant demonstration told the world that 
the ranks of American labor are united in their 
opposition to this offensive, and that they have 
important allies in the fight. 

Tens of thousands of workers, speaking for 
millions more, projected their demands at the 
demonstration-Qpposition to union-busting, to 
attempts to drive down wages and scrap health 
and safety regulations, to high unemployment, 
and to increased military expenses. 

There was also another important ingredient. 
It was expressed in the big placards carried at 

. the head of the parade. They declared: "We Are 
One-AFL-CIO"; "We Are One-NAACP"; "We 
Are One-NOW". 

The demonstration jointly supported the prin
cipal demands of each of these organizations. 
Labor is for ratification of the ERA. It declared 
its opposition to scuttling the Voting Rights Act 
and other gains of the civil rights movement. 
And all the participating groups support labor's 
demands. 

The big question now is, how do we realize 
these demands? Where do we go from here? 

A number of answers have been offered. This 
paper argues that what's needed is for the union 
movement and its allies to begin building their 
own party-a solidarity party, a labor party. 

Others say, "No. The thing to do is give the 
Democrats more strength. Work hard in '82 to 
put more Democrats in Congress. Pave the way 
for the Democrats to take back the White House 
in '84." 

Will that solve our problems? 
Those who argue for more support to the De

mocrats seem to forget that one reason Reagan 
was elected president was because so many peo
ple were totally fed up with Carter. 

And the problem was not just with the million
aire peanut vendor. Look at the sickening spec
tacle in Congress today. Democrat after Demo
crat voting for Reagan's program. If it wasn't for 
Democratic support, Reagan couldn't be train
ing his guns on Social Security; cutting back on 
education, housing, medical care, and food 
stamps; and stealing lunch out of the mouths of 
school children. 

And pouring billions in giveaways into the 
coffers of the banks and corporations. 

The Democrats may quibble on this or that 
minor point, but when the cutback vote comes 
they're "aye" to "aye" with the Republicans. 

And it's the cooperation of the two parties that 
makes possible the escalation of U.S. military 
aid to the dictatorship in El Salvador and the 
mounting attacks on democratic rights at home. 

Political action is needed, for sure. But to 
work, it has to be a whole new ball game. 

The key is organized labor. 
A lot of anti-labor propaganda myths were de

stroyed by the giant march on Washington. "Joe 
Sixpack," the "average worker"-as one recent 
New York Times_ contributor put it-is fat and 
satisfied, all for Reagan. 

Solidarity Day answered tliat slander. Given 
a meaningful call, a broadly representative 
cross-section of labor poured out for the demon
stration. Marching down Constitution A venue in 
a seemingly endless stream, they demonstrated 
a will and capacity to fight for what's needed. 

And much needs to be done. The system we 
live under is in crisis. 

Despite their incredible wealth and power, 
the bankers and monopolies are in trouble. 
True, not our kind of trouble. Their problem is 
where their next billion is coming from. 

In country after country-from Central 
America to Africa, from Iran to Indochina-peo
ple long and profitably exploited by U.S. busi
ness are fighting for independence from them. 

And foreign capital is giving U.S. business a 
run for its markets. 

Today, American capitalists can safeguard 
their profits only by taking more and more out 
of the hides of working people in this country 
and around the world. They have to drive down 
real wages, cut back on hard won conditions, 
scrap health and safety controls, restrict demo
cratic rights, and increase the military budget. 

They can't "afford" an ERA that would help 
women win equal wages and spur their drive for 
full equality. Or civil rights legislation that 
gives Black people a lever in the fight for their 
rights. 

How do they get away with ramming through 
their reactionary program? 

The answer is political. Big business owns 
and controls not one, but two parties. Can there 
be any question today that both the Republicans 
and Democrats march to their tune? 

That's why it's coming down on us the way it 
is. If we're to fight back effectively, we have to 
take a lesson from them. Build our own party. 
One that we control and can give a mandate to. 
We can do that with a labor party. 

Some say it's more realistic to "reform" the 
Democrats. But history has already proven 
that's a pipedream. Labor officials, Black offi
cials, and others, have been trying that for forty
five years at least. And things get worse every 

year. 
For good reason. The hard fact is that the 

game is fixed. Parties that are committed to put 
profits before people cannot meet the needs of 
the people. 

But, some in the labor movement argue, we 
can't go it alone. 

That's true. But we don't have to. Solidarity 
Day made that clear. The spirit of unity that 
prevailed in Washington was not just among 
union brothers and sisters. There was also the 
strong, visible sense of solidarity between the 
unionists and the other participants in the dem
onstration. 

A labor-led coalition could build a party that 
would really be something new. Not a sickly 
echo of the Democrats, but a party that would be 
the polar opposite of what Reagan and Carter 
have come to represent. 

A labor party would aim its fire at the greedy. 
It would work to rebuild America, not speed its 
decay. The people who so desperately need jobs 
would be provided useful work-building the 
homes, schools, hospitals, transit systems and 
the many other things we need. 

The cost of financing such a program? No 
sweat. 

For openers, a labor party would fight to end 
the arms buildup whose sole purpose is to defend 
the employers' interests around the world. 
Take the tens ofbillions being spent for weapons 
and allocate them for peace and progress. 

The whole system of taxation could be re
versed by a simple rule of thumb-tax the rich, 
not the poor. 

Start with the bankers and their 20 percent 
interest rates. Take a real bite from the oil ban
dits and their $1.50-a-gallon gas. Go after the 
phone and utility profiteers, the wealthy manu
facturing corporations, the food monopolists and 
all the other vultures. 

The fight for such a program by a labor party 
would pose the creation of a new kind of govern
ment in this country-a working people's gov
ernment. We need that. The problem today is 
that we have a government that rules in the in
terest of the employers. We need a government 
that will represent, with the same zeal, all the 
oppressed and exploited-those who work in the 
mines, mills, manufacturing plants, and offices; 
those who keep the transportation and commu
nication running; and the working farmers who 
produce our food and fiber. 

On Solidarity Day, the nation's capital was 
engulfed by a sea of working people. Our bodies, 
our voices, our banners represented the mighti
est force in this nation. 

Solidarity Day was only the beginning of 
change. If we strive to find the means to build a 
new party-a labor party-we will change the 
face of American politics into what it should be. 
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Half million 
in historic 

labor march 
September 19 was an historic day. 
Half a million people answered the 

AFL-CIO's call to march on Wash
ington to prote~t the Reagan admin
istration's attacks on working peo
ple in this country. 

Unionists, and thousands of 
marchers from civil rights groups, 
senior citizens, antiwar, and wom
en's organizations traveled to Wash
ington from every corner of the 
country. 

The demonstration was among the 
largest in the history of the United 
States. Its size topped that of such 

~ historic marches on Washington as 
the one for civil rights in August 
1963, and the anti-Vietnam War mo
ratorium in November 1969. 

The demonstration came close to 
equaling the huge antiwar demon
stration of April 24, 1971, the largest 
march on Washington ever held. 

The immense turnout far sur
passed even the most optimistic 
forecasts by AFL-CIO officials. A 
large proportion of the marchers 
were Black and women. 

The following story was compiled 
from reports by staff writers and 
readers of the 'Militant.' 

By Vivian Sahner 
Boarding the buses early September 

19 marked the end of another fifty-hour 
work week for 300 members of United 
Auto Workers Local 980. Second shift 
was on the job till 4:00 a:m. They just 
had time to grab a quick breakfast and 
change into their local's Solidarity Day 
T -shirts before the trip from Metuchen 
Ford plant in New Jersey to Washing
ton. · 

But spirits ran high. Everyone had a 
message for Ronald Reagan. And, for 
once, Ford had to throw in the towel on 
Saturday overtime-Local 980 had oth
er plans for the day. 

Their buses pulled out onto the New 
Jersey Turnpike, joining a growing 
stream of buses headed for the demon
stration. 

* * * 
Traffic got heavier as 27,000 members 

of the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees in 
New York City filled one bus after 
another. 

Buses backed up at toll booths along 
the way. Riders with the hospital 
workers in Local1199 cheered as an In
ternational Union of Electrical Workers 
bus with a "Support PATCO" sign 
pulled alongside. 

* * * 

Steelworkers and NAACP 
Steelworkers came from Chicago, 

Gary, and Baltimore. NAACP buses , 
from Cleveland; Detroit, Kentucky, 
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. Electri
·cians from Massachusetts, Georgia, and 
.Kentucky. 

Five buses came from Burlington, 
Vermont, a town that hit the news after 
the recent election of a socialist mayor, 
Bernard Sanders. In case anyone hadn't 
heard, Burlington marchers were 
decked out in T-shirts that boasted, 
"The People's Republic of Burlington." 
One sported a button, "As Burlington 
goes, so goes France." 

And buses rolled into D.C. from the 
South. Ironworkers from Florida. Com
munications Workers from Atlanta. 
Machinists from South Carolina. 

Members of United Furniture 
Workers Local 282 in Memphis, Tennes
see brought four buses, fifteen cars, and 

two van.s. The unionists-most of them 
Black women-each carried their own 
handprinted sign. "Don't spend my rent 
on your budget," one demanded. 

* * * 
Company officials called it "the larg

est charter movement in Greyhound's 
history." Buses, including hundreds of 
school buses, from Montreal to Dallas 
-more than 5,000 in all-brought 
marchers to the demonstration. Thou
sands more arrived on twelve labor 
trains. 

* * * 
Honored PATCO lines 

Unionists went to remarkable lengths 
to get to the march while honoring the 
picket lines ofPATCO, the air controll
ers union. 

In Iowa, delegates at the state AFL
CIO convention held their last session 
at 6:30 a.m. on September 18. Then 
made the long bus trip to Washington. 

Four AFSCME members from Pueblo, 
Colorado, drove thirty-eight hours each 
way for the march. 

Fifty unionists from Seattle car
pooled to Vancouver, flew to Toronto in • 
the hands of safe, union air traffic con
trollers in Canada, and then took a ten
hour bus trip to D.C. 

"There's no way we were going to 
cross the picket line," Roger Yockey, an 
official of the Retail Store Employees 
Union, told the press. "I'm wiped out 
. . . but it was well worth it for this his
torical event." 

* * * 
By 10:00 a .m., thousands of demon

strators were pouring off buses and into 
the D.C. subway system, headed for the 
Washington Monument. Hundreds of 
Communications Workers were on hand 
to show the way. 

Choruses of"Solidarity Forever" rang 
throughout the stations and subway 
cars. The subway trip was free for 
all-the $65,000 tab picked up by the 
AFL-CIO. 

* * * 
The Washington Monument was a 

sight to behold. 

Sea of green, yellow, blue 
A sea of green where an estimated 

60,000 AFSCME members gathered un
der a dirigible-shaped balloon so big it 
took six people to hold it down. 

A sea ofblue where 50,000 Machinists 
in union caps gathered for the march. 
Yellow where the NAACP donned "Soli
darity Day" visors. 

The United Food and Commercial 
Workers met under a flock of red bal
loons. 

Members of the National Organiza
tion for Women walked throughout the 
crowd distributing thousands of green
and-white "ERA YES" signs. Marchers 
from every contingent grabbed them up. 
It was the most widely carried sign of 
the day-<>ne reflection of the sweeping 
support for women's rights expressed at 
the march. 

Buttons, T-shirts, and placards of 
every imaginable size, shape and color 
were on hand. 

"Defend Social Security." "Reagonom
ics: New hope for the hard-core rich." 
"Stockman had a student loan." 
"CWA says: Save the PATCO 12,000." 
"Senior Power: Use it or lose it." From 
Milwaukee, "Justice for Ernie Lacy." 
"VA W District 65: Save Salvadoran 
unionists, stop military aid." 

Continued on next page 
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... march 
Continued from preceding page 

A handwritten sign said, "If Reagan is 
. the answer, th{m it must have been a sil
ly question." Another said, simply, "Ro
nald Reagan is evil." 

* * * 
At 9:00 a.m., Ossie Davis strode onto 

the Monument grounds stage and wel
comed everyone to the demonstration. 
Blacklisted during the McCarthy peri
od, Davis introduced fellow blacl5-listed 
entertainer Pete Seeger, and Linda Lav
in-" Alice" of the popular television se-

For reports on Solidarity Day rallies in 
other cities, see page 13. 

ries-who told the crowd, "Reagan can 
kiss my grits." Hundreds in the crowd 
sang along with the labor songs. 

They must be insane 
A group of young Black singers from 

New York City, called Serious Business, 
brought up a subject that was on many 
minds. "Going to war," they sang, 
"What are we fighting for? They must be 
insane, if they think we'll fall for that 
again." The crowd around the ·stage 
broke into applause. 

* * * 
A group of American Federation of 

Government Employees diligently prac
ticed "2,4,6,8-Reagan better nego
tiate." A Black man leading the chant 
urged them on: "When we get out there 
we're going to be the finest thing on the 
street." 

* * * 
It was hard to count the number of 

Professional Air Traffic Controller Or
ganization (PATCO) members there. 
Most put the figure at 6,000. 

They were always surrounded by well 
wishers. And P A TCO members were 
constantly on the move, zipping around 

selling shirts, selling buttons, explain
ing their strike to the crowd. 

At the center of the PATCO conting- · 
ent, a loudspeaker blared a mocking re
cording of government attempts to re
place the striking air controllers. "If you 
can score high on Space Invaders--do 
we have a job for you .... " 

Wherever the PATCO members went, 
they were greeted with chants of"PAT
CO, PATCO," and "Strike, strike." 
Demonstrators walked over to have 
their picture taken with them. 

* * * 
One group ofUAW members carried a 

black coffin marked, "We want to retire 
at 62." Later, they walked through the 
crowd, filling the coffin with donations 
for the air controllers. 

* * * 
All morning long, hundreds filed on

to the monument grounds. By noon, the 
crowd had swollen to several hundred 
thousand. 

One D.C. cop on Constitution Avenue 
turned to watch the crowd step off. Star
ing at the hundreds of Ironworkers as
signed to marshal the parade, he 

whistled, "I've never seen so many peo
ple in my life." 

And they were still coming. At the 
rally three hours later, AFL-CIO Secre
tary-treasurer Thomas Donahue an
nounced that buses were still backed up 
on the highways leading into the capi
tal. 

* * * 
A truck crammed with media people 

proceeded up Constitution A venue, 
snapping photos at the rally speakers 
who led the march. Behind a huge "Soli
darity Day" banner marched Lane Kirk
land, president of the AFL-CIO; Eleanor 
Smeal, president of NOW; Coretta Scott 
King; League of United Latin American 
Citizens President Tony Bonilla; Ben
jamin Hooks, president of the NAACP; 
and others. 

AFSCME___,.the largest contingent 
-was given ' front place honors on the 
parade. "We're bad, we know it---:-We've 
got the union to show it," they shouted. 

Then came the Machinists, behind a 
banner that stretched across the street: 
"Jobs not Bombs." 

Opposition to the draft and Reagan's 
war moves-shown most clearly in the 

Machinists contingent and the groups 
that marched with them-permeated 
the whole demonstration. 

Antiwar crowd 
"Reagan. We won't go to war. No," 

said one sign. 
"Stop the draft." 
Machinists Lodge 1784 and the Com

mittee in Solidarity with the People of 
El Salvador had a joint banner that 
read, "U.S. hands ofTEl Salvador." 

Black members of Operating Engi
neers Local 304 from Michigan carried 
signs reading, "Build roads, not neutron 
bombs." 

UA W District 65 distributed placards 
that said, "Make jobs, not war." 

A railworker from Florida held a 
handwritten sign: "War No, Jobs Yes." 
The Progressive Student Network car
ried a banner: "Money for tuition, not 
ammunition." 

A small group of senior citizens sat on 
the side of the march route holding up a 
sign: "No to neutron bombs." 

An official AFL-CIO banner read, 
"Our mandate: more books, less arse
nals." 

* * * 
The antiwar sentiment even spread to 

the Port-A-Johns. Someone posted a 
handlettered leaflet to read while you 
were waiting in line. "A question oflog
ic: If we have enough atomic weapons to 
destroy the world completely, why do we 
need anything else?" 

* * * 
One of the striking air controllers, 

Jfimes Staluum from Virginia, was in
terviewed on television. He ·explained 
that he had been a Marine during the 
Vietnam war. "If the government called 
for me to serve in the .armed forces to
day," he said, "I'd stampede for Cana
da." 

Voting Rights Act 
Behind the Machinists, marched 

Continued on page 10 

Puerto Rico: electrical workers lead fightback 
By Nelson Gonzalez The police have also arrested several 

SAN JUAN-The U.S. government's strike leaders for allegedly committing 
devastating budget cuts and their catas- sabotage. 
trophic effects in Puerto Rico have pro- In response to this strike-break cam-
voked a massive response from nearly paign , the union leadership called for a 
every sector of the island's population. mass picket at the AEE's central head-

In this U.S. colony, the Reagan ofTen- quarters in San Juan on September 17. 
sive is being implemented by Governor More than 3,000 union members and 
Carlos Romero Barcelo leader of the supporters turned out. 
New Progressive Party (PNP), which fa- The picketers then marched through 
vors making Puerto Rico a state. the streets of San Juan. The sympathet-

As a result, a series of confrontations ic and enthusiastic response they re-
have broken out between the PNP ad- cei ved was clear proof of the public sup-
ministration and the labor movement port that the strikers have. 
and its allies. A regional assembly of thousands of 

The most decisive of the struggles UTIER workers, held immediately after 
taking place is that of the Puerto Rican the march, outlined plans to further 
electrical workers. strengthen the strike. This was further 

On August 20, the Union of Electrical testimony to the combativity and high 
morale of the strikers. Industry and Irrigation Workers (UTI- _ 

ERl-6,700 strong, among the most Despite being involved in a very crib-
combative of Puerto Rican workers cal strike, the UTIER leadership is util-
-mounted the picket lines in a strike izing its strength and resources to play a 
provoked by the state-run Electrical critical leadership role in mobilizing the 
Energy Authority (AEE). rest of the Puerto Rican population 

against other government attacks. 
In the more than thirty-five bargain-

ing sessions that began last March, the "For the first time in the history of the 
Puerto Rican labor movement, a labor AEE made initial wage offers of a zero 

increase in wages, then offered a three- union-the UTIER-is championing 
cent hourly increase every year for the demands of broader sectors of the 
three years, and then made a third offer population," was how one chapter presi-
of a forty-dollar monthly increase for dent described UTIER's current involve-
each year of a two-year contract. ment in the various struggles. 

With inflation at an annual rate of 15 When the AEE announced several 
percent, these ridiculous offers by the months ago that it would raise electrical 
AEE were calculated to provoke the rates and force consumers to pay near-
strike. ly 70 percent more in electric bills, more 

In what has become an increasingly than fifty civic, religious, labor, and oth-
bitter test of strength, the government er organizations joined together to or-
has responded with a campaign of sland- ganize a march of over 20,000 people at 
er, intimidation, and red-baiting. It is the governor's residence in San Juan in 
using the press and radio to brand the protest. 
union as communist-dominated and ter- At the heart of this organizing effort 
rorist, and to create the impression that was the leadership and membership of 
a few scabs within the union represent a the UTIER. The UTIER workers were in 
bona-fide "back-to-work" movement. the forefront, countering government 
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propaganda about alleged AEE deficits 
caused by wages paid to the workers. 
They exposed the tremendous profits 
generated by the AEE exclusively for its 
shareholders, one of the largest of which 
is the Rockefeller-owned Chase Man
hattan Bank in New York. 

When the population of Aguada mo
bilized by the thousands to protest the 
projected installation of a coal-fired 
electric plant, which would have pre
sented an environmental hazard and was 
totally unnecessary given Puerto Rico's 
underutilization of its present electric 
power, again it was the UTIER that 
spearheaded this struggle. 

During the week of September 13, un
der the intense pressure of continual 
mobilizations, the government conceded 
that the plant wasn't needed and can
celed the project. This represented a tre
mendous victory for all consumers, as 
well as for the UTIER workers. 

On another front, 5,000 students vot
ed on September 3 to strike against a 
tripling of university tuition fees and 
other cuts in financial aid. Since that 
time, there have been continuous mobil
izations involving thousands of stu
dents. 

In an effort to deflect the impact of 
student organizing efforts, the universi
ty administration adopted a declaration 
making it illegal to hold meetings, 
marches, and other activities on cam
pus. In response to this, the students 
called for a student assembly on the 
morning of September 22. 

In many of these actions, the UTIER 
has sent representatives in support of 
the students. One of the most important 
questions currently being addressed in 
the union is the need for more solidarity 
between workers and students. 

In a campaign to reach out to other 
sectors of the population, Committees of 
Support for the UTIER, composed of 

unionists, students, consumers, etc., are 
functioning in many parts qf the island. 
They are attempting to create links be
tween other struggles taking place and 
the strike. 

Linking sections of the Puerto Rican 
labor movement with broader social 
struggles comes at a time when the eco
nomic crisis has precipitated anew a 
heated debate around the most explo
sive question in Puerto Rican politics. 
That is the question of Puerto Rico's re
lationship to the United States. 

Given the direction of the labor move
ment in increasing confrontation with 
imperialist-imposed budget cuts, the 
conditions are being rapidly created for 
a resurgent independence movement 
linked with _a radicalized labor move
ment. This would represent the biggest 
challenge yet to U.S. colonial domina
tion of Puerto Rico. · 

TOUR CUBA 
November 22-29 

Visit Havana and the western pro
vince of Pinar del Rio. 

The tour will be designed for Amer
ican trade unionists ~ learn about 
unions and working conditions in 
Cuba. 

$610 includes: eight days, round trip 
airfare from Miami, three meals a day, 
all transfers and guide services. 

For applications and information: 

Militant!Perspectiva Mundial Tours 
410 West Street 

New York, New York 10014 
(212) 242-5530 



At the rally: 'I am somebody!' 
By Sl.izanne Haig 

WASHINGTON, D.C.-Opposition to 
the budget cuts. Support for civil rights 
and the Equal Rights Amendment. Soli
darity with the striking air controllers. 

Clearly, speakers at the Solidarity 
Day rally who referred to these de
mands-which appeared on tens of 
thousands of banners and picket signs 
-were the best re~eived by the crowd 
assembled on the mall in front of theca
pitol building September 19. 

The strikers of the Professional Air 
Traffic Controllers Organization have 
been unscrupulously maligned by the 
big-business press. But on Solidarity 
Day, Steve Wallaert, president of PAT
CO Local 291 in Norfolk, Virginia, was 
the most popular speaker. 

Continuously throughout his speech, 
the crowd applauded, whistled, and 
cheered. Shouts of "Strike, strike, 
strike" went on long after he had fin
ished. 

"I have become embittered," he said, 
"by an administration that wants to 
hand over the environment to business 
because there is no profit in clean water 
and clean air. 

"That professes to remove govern
ment. from the backs of the people, yet 
wants constitutional amendments that 
tell women what they can or cannot do. 

''That holds up the no-strike oath for 
all to see, while conveniently forgetting 
its own pledges. 

"I am angry at this administration 
and any administration that sees public 
employees as less than full citizens by 
denying them rights available to em
ployees in the private sector. 

"I am angry at being chained, 
shackled, and jailed because my employ
er would not negotiate the issues impor
tant to my survival as a worker. We all 
have needs that must be addressed. 
Freedom from p~verty, sickness, unsafe 
working conditions. Freedom from prod
ucts that injure, maim, or kill. 

"An environment that will support us, 
our children, and our children's chil
dren. Equal rights for all, and dignity 
for all. 

"Where are the leaders who can see 
ahead rather than looking to the past, 
and still believe we must make life bet
ter rather than concentrating on means 
to destroy life? 

"I think of PATCO as a large family 
whose members care for each other. To
day, gathered here, is a larger family, 
an extended family. A family of 
unionists and organizations who care 
about what is happening. Who don't 
want to see decades of work wiped out by 
a stroke of a pen. 

"We have made a difference here to
day. We are knocking on the door. I hope 
s<>meone is listening. 

"Without the support of all you 
unionists, this would be a much mo:ttl 
difficult struggle,'' Wallaert said of the 
PATCO strike. . 

"What I said on August 3 remains 
true today. We are on strike and we will 
remain on strike until Bob Poli [PATCO 
national president] says go back to 
work." 

From 1963 to 1981 
"Eighteen years ago, hundreds of 

thousands of Black and white Amer
icans marched on this city seeking an 
end to segregation, discrimination, in
justice, and economic inequality. 

"Today, we come back to our nation's 
capital to say to Americans that Jeffer
son's creed and Martin's dream have 
been deferred too long." 

So stated Benjamin Hooks, executive 
director of the NAACP. He was refer
ring to the most popular theme at the 
demonstration: the historical connec
tion between Solidarity Day and the civ
il rights movement. 

"We shall not stand idly by while 
America's working poor, the children of 
the poor, the Black youth of our cities, 
the elderly and those who labor in our 
nation's factories, fields, and offices are 
sacrificed in the name of fighting infla
tion," Hooks continued. 

"We come to fight those who will turn 

the clock back on the civil rights deci
sion of 1954 and the affirmative action 
of the 1960's. 

"We're not going to let anybody make 
us move back. 

"We're saying to those who are trying 
to use $1,000 cowboy boots while our 
children don't have any shoes at all, 
'Well, no, we won't go.' 

"To those who want to turn us back to 
the days of the robber barons, we're say
ing, 'Well, no, we won't go.' 

. "To those who want to take care of the 
greedy and bring back the days of the 
yellow-dog contract and the lockouts 
and injunctions and equal work for un
equal pay, we're crying out, 'Well, no, we 
won't go.'" 

Three times during the rally program, 
the crowd burst out in spontaneous, sus
tained chants after a speaker had fin
ished. This was one of those times. 

To Hooks's call, demonstrators an
swered, "Hell, no, we won't go. Hell, no, 
we won't go." 

The crowd erupted into loud applause 
and cheers when Stevie Wonder was in
troduced. The well-known entertainer 
initiated the call for Martin Luther 
King Day in Washington, D.C., last 
January. 

Antiwar crowd 
Before the action, rally organizers 

had explained that the focus of the 
march and rally was to be the budget 
cuts and domestic issues. 

But many speakers at the rally also 
raised questions about U.S. foreign poli
cy, and were among the best received. 

Benjamin Hooks stated, "A nation 
that will flirt with apartheid and dis
crimination in South Africa can only 
weaken our moral authority, and that is 
a clear and present danger." 

Loud cheers greeted Steve Wallaert 
when he said, "I have become embit
tered by an administration that refuses 
to make cuts in defense. The strongest 
military in the world is worth nothing if 
its people are starving in the streets." 

"Our mandate," said AFL-CIO head 
Lane Kirkland, counterposing labor's 
program to Reagan's, is for "more school 
houses and less jails, more books and 
less arsenals. . . " 

'ERA, ERA!' 
To big cheers, National Organization 

for Women President Eleanor Smeal 
blasted the Moral Majority and stated, 
"Those who profit from denying women 
their rights also get profit from denying 
trade unionists their rights, Blacks 
their rights, and the minorities their 
rights.~' 

Following Smeal's speech, the pro
women's rights crowd chanted, "ERA, 
ERA, ERA!" as though they would nev
er stop. 

Joyce Miller, president of the Coali-

tion of Labor Union Women, also ad
dressed the needs of women. 

"Mr. President," she said, "I want to 
tell you about the real America as it is 
for millions of working women. This is 
not a Hollywood version of the family 
with 'wifey' at home, and 'daddy' at the 
office, and sister at school. 

"In the real America, mom and dad 
both work, and with increasing frequen
cy, mom's salary is the sole source of 
support for the family. 

"One way you can get government ofT 
our backs, Mr. President, is to keep it 
out of our bedrooms. If the members of 
Congress who are concerned about the 
well being of our fetuses would only be 
as concerned about our poor babies once 
they were born ... . " 

Must carry on fight 
Sam Church, president of the United 

Mine Workers, stated that if necessary 
the unions would wage battle. "The 
American worker has fought for over a 
century to improve his or her lot. The 
struggles were not easy. The battles 
were long and costly. Many great men 
and women dedicated and gave their 
lives to this cause. Can we do less?" 

Other speakers included Douglas 
Fraser, president of the United Auto 

Workers; Coretta Scott King; Tony Bo
nilla; president of United Latin Amer
ican Citizens. 

No Democratic or Republican politi
cians were invited to speak at the rally. 

Jesse Jackson, head of Operation 
PUSH, evoked the awakening class con
sciousness of the demonstrators. 

"This is the beginning of a major re
sistance movement," he said. "It cannot 
just stop here in America. This is a 
worldwide movement. Workers in 
America must be concerned about 
workers in Poland. Workers in America 
must be concerned about workers in 
South Africa. 

"We have the power. We cannot bow 
to Reagan .. We must stand. We must res
ist. 

"We must not turn on each other. We 
must turn to each other. Black and 
white and brown. Male and female." 

Jackson asked the crowd to join him 
in chanting: "I am somebody. Respect 
me. Protect me. Never neglect me. I 
want to work. I need to work. Pay me for 
the work I do. I am somebody." 

Joining with Jackson, the hundreds of 
thousands of demonstrators, both Black 
and white, had fused this well-known 
statement of Black pride with working
class pride and solidarity. 

National Black party 
brings spirited contingent 

By Malik Miah 
WASHINGTON, D.C.-Chanting 

"We're fired up, we won't take it no 
more," one hundred members of the 
National Black Independent Politi
cal Party (NBIPP) marched in the 
Solidarity Day demonstration. 

The NBIPP contingents were 
quite spirited. Among the chants 
were: "We want J-0-Bs, so we can 
E-A-T"; "Who's gonna stop the cuts, 
say, we're gonna stop the cuts"; and 
"U.S. out of El Salvador, U.S. out of 
South Africa." 

One NBIPP contingent was led by 
the Rev. Ben Chavis, a national par
ty spokesperson. The two national 
chairpersons of the party, Ron Dan
iels and Elsa Brown, marched in the 
other contingent. 

There were two large party ban
ners. One had the party emblem and 
listed the party's general objectives. 
The second read: "Break with the 
Democratic and Republican Par
ties!!! Fight for Union Democracy!!! 
Build the' N.B.I.P.P." 

Most of the marchers were from 
Washington. However, there were a 
sprinkling of activists from the 

Midwest.and East Coast. One sister 
from Detroit said she was here be
cause the struggle of Black workers 
for jobs, justice and equality was al
so the fight of the trade unions. 

Rev. Chavis explained that 
NBIPP's participation in Sept. 19 
was a way to let tens of thousands of 
Black workers learn about the party 
and what it stands for. 

The night before, a public forum 
on "Black Workers and the 1980s" 
was sponsored by the D.C. NBIPP 
chapter and the party's national 
Workers Commission. About forty
five people attended. 

Rox Pelles of Durham, North Ca
rolina, the party's national co-conve
nor of the Black Workers Commis
sion, pointed out that NBIPP's pro
gram for Black workers was in the 
interests of all workers. She noted, 
"This system is not designed to help 
Black workers, the poor and work
ing people." In fact, the fight to 
achieve our demands, she said, 
means "we must do so as part of the 
fight against the total socio-~conom
ic system." 
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Welcome to new readers 

'Militant' well received on Solidarity Day 
By Harry Ring 

Welcome. 
Welcome to the more than 2,000 Soli

darity Day demonstrators who bought 
trial subscriptions to our paper. 

Welcome to the 1,500 in Washington 
and the hundreds more who took sub
scriptions at rallies in the West. 

We hope you liked your first issue and 
that you'll like the three additional ones 
that you'll be receiving in the mail. We 
hope you'll like them enough to become 
regular subscribers. 
· And, along with the welcomes, a sa
lute to the members of the Socialist 
Workers Party, Young Socialist Al
liance, and others who did such an out
standing job of selling the Militant on 
Solidarity Day. 

It takes effort to build the circulation 
of a socialist paper and our supporters 
went all out. 

Recently we d.ecided to hold a circula
tion drive this fall for subscriptions to 
the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial , 
our Spanish-language biweekly. Initial
ly, we set our sights on gaining between 
7,500 and 8,000 new readers. We de
cided Solidarity Day would be a wonder
ful opportunity to launch the drive. 

It really was. 
With the final tally still incomplete, 

more than 1,500 Washington demonstra
tors bought introductory subscriptions. 
Another 1,400 bought single copies and 
we hope many of them will decide to be
come subscribers. 

During the circulation drive, we will 
be offering a twelve-week introductory 
subscription for $3. On Solidarity Day, 
we had a real special-four weeks for $1. 

Proportionately, sales results in the 
West were as encouraging as those in 
W ashi!lgton. 

At the San Francisco Solidarity Day 
rally, 136 participants bought introduc
tory subscriptions, plus 178 people who 
bought single copies. 

At the Los Angeles rally, 137 sub
scriptions were sold, along with 115 sin
gle copies. 

In San Diego, seventy-two people 
bought subscriptions and another nine
ty-four single copies. 

Forty-eight subscriptions were sold at 
the Denver rally, plus eighty-three sin
gle copies. 

In Tucson, it was twenty-one sub
scriptions and fifty-five singles. 

In Washington, more than 500 of the 
subscriptions were sold from tables set 
up by Pathfinder Press which offered 
books and pamphlets on socialism, in
ternational issues, the labor movement, 
Black and women's liberation and other 
political subjects. 

Those results were also excellent, 
with more than $1 ,000 of books and 

pamphlets sold. 
Books and pamphlets by and about 

Malcolm X were the combined lead 
items on the tables. 

But the best selling single item was 
the pamphlet, Poland: Workers in Re
volt. One hundred and six copies were 
sold. 

Militant salespeople were all over the 
place. Our circulation · office had care
fully organized to ensure a maximum 
sale. The paper went to press early to 
get it to the various cities the day before 
the big event. 

That enabled people to sell on buses 
and trains en route to Washington. One 
result: Of the 1,100 passengers on the 
labor train from Boston, sixty bought 
subscriptions. 

On two of the buses from Atlanta, sup
porters obtained thirty-one subscrip
tions. 

Six energetic Militant boosters from 
Pittsburgh and Harrisburg went out to 
the huge Breezewood, Pennsylvania bus 
and truck stop. They were there from 2 
a.m. to 6 a.m. meeting the hundreds of 
buses that stopped on the way to D.C. 
The result: ninety-two subscriptions 
and 100 single copies sold. 

In Washington, the Militant salespeo
ple fanned out. One group went to the 
Pentagon area where buses were letting . 
people off to take the city subway, which 
the AFL-CIO had rented for the day, in
to the demonstration. 

In an hour-and-a-half, seventy sub
scriptions and 100 single copies were 
sold. 

The same thing was done at the RFK 
stadium parking lot, with similar re
sults. 

A young transit worker from New 
York rode the D.C. subway all day and 

sold eighty-five papers. 
People bought the Militant for a vari

ety of reasons. An encouraging number 
were interested in the paper's exposition 
of the need for a labor party. Others 
were attracted by our support to the air 
controllers strike, 

Coverage of the Black a~d women's 
liberation movements won new readers. 
Several sales people reported that arti
cles on civil rights and the women's 
rights fight attracted the interest of 
white males, as well as that of Blacks 
and women. 

A good number of people decided they 
wanted the paper because of our special 
report from the Solidarity convention in 
Poland. 

One member of the Militant circula
tion staff observed that numerous peo
ple would leaf through it page by page 
and then decide to buy. Its varied con
tent seemed to be a strong selling point. 

Many people responded positively to 
the idea that the Militant is a "biased" 
paper which tells the workers' side of 
the story. 

Subscriptions were obtained from peo
ple who live all over, reflecting the geo
graphical spread of the demonstration 
itself. In addition to many from the ma
jor cities, we now have trial subscribers 
in Frankfort, Indiana; Conneaut and 
Bryan, Ohio; Bean Station, Tennessee; 
Sylvester, Georgia; and Eight Mile, Ala
bama. 

And Solidarity Day gained a subscrib
er from Mexico City, one from Montreal , 
and one from Surinam in South Ameri
ca. 

We welcome all our new readers. We 
hope you will like our paper and want to 
receive it regularly. 

And pass it around. 

PATHFINDER PRESS 
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U.S. rejects Castro's 1979 ap~al 

Haig at UN: No aid for poor countries 
By Fred Murphy 

Secretary of State Alexander Haig ad
dressed the opening session of the UN 
General Assembly on September 21 to 
outline what he claimed was a "new 
strategy for growth" for the poor nations 
of the world. 

Such a strategy would certainly be 
welcome. Hunger and malnutrition af
fect 570 million people in the under
developed countries. The number of 
adults who cannot read and write tops 
800 million. Some 1.5 billion human be
ings lack regular access to medical care. 
These are only a few of the immense 
problems that result from the backward 
economic conditions in the Third World. 

What did Haig have to offer? He pres
ented a set of "principles," "to guide us 
through these austere and difficult 
times." 

First, Haig said, "development is fa
cilitated by an open international trad
ing system." This was his way of saying 
that U.S. corporations don't want any 
tariff barriers put in the way of their ex
ports. And efforts like that of the petro
leum-producing countries to gain better 
prices for raw materials are not viewed 
with favor by Washington either. 

Economic growth "is best achieved 
through reliance on incentives for indi
vidual economic performance," Haig 
said. In other words, there should be 
more government handouts to private 
business. 

Also, "a certain measure of security 
and political stability" is essential for 
development. This means keep the 
workers on a tight leash, and no nation-

alizations of foreign property. 
To assure such "stability," Haig went 

on, the Reagan administration is "com
mitted to maintain and, where possible, 
to increase programs essential to deter 
international aggression and to provide 
the domestic security necessary to carry 
out sound economic programs." 

Haig may have had El Salvador in 
mind. But in that country the economy 
is at the point of collapse despite the 
tens of millions of dollars worth of aid 
Washington has poured in to prop up the 
bloodstained junta against its own peo
ple. 

All this Haigspeak was really a smoke
screen for Washington's rejection of 
any "strategy for growth that depends 
on a massive increase in the transfer of 
resources from the developed to the 
developing countries"-which Haig 
termed "simply unrealistic." 

Thus the secretary of state declared in 
advance that there will be no conces
sions offered to the poor countries when 
Reagan attends a summit conference in 
Cancun, Mexico, next month. 

Many governments of underdeve
loped countries have been pressing for 
what they call "a New International 
Economic Order," in which more equal 
trade relations would be established and 
far larger funds for economic develop
ment would be made available to the 
Third World. 

Some concrete proposals along these 
lines were presented to the United Na
tions two years ago by Cuban leader 
Fidel Castro. Addressing the General 
Assembly in his capacity as chairman of 

Fidel Castro Spe·eches 
Cuba's Internationalist Foreign Policy 1975-80 

Since 1975, Cuba's foreign policy 
has deeply affected the course of world 
politics. Few of Castro's speeches are 
readily accessible in English. What 
does exist in print generally dates back 
to the 1960s or even earlier. This book 
represents a step toward filling that gap. 

"Cuba in Angola" by Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, a noted Latin American au
thor, is included as an appendix. It is the 
most complete account yet written of 
the Cuban role in Angola. 

391 pp., $7.95. Order from Pathfinder 
Press, 410 West Street, New York, N.Y. 
10014. Include $.75 for postage. 

the Movement of Nonaligned Countries, 
Castro said on October 12, 1979, that 
what the poor countries really needed 
was "an additional contribution of not 
less than $300 billion .. .. " 

To finance such a vast undertaking, 
the Cuban leader said, would require 
"that a substantial part of the resources 
now devoted to arms, particularly by the 
major powers, be used for economic and 
social development." 

Haig, who represents a governmnt 
that has long been the world's biggest 
arms producer and supplier, of course 
finds such proposals "unrealistic." 

Haig claimed that "private initia
tives" will "promote better resource al
location and more rapid economic 
growth ." After waiting for the past 100 
years for the private profit system to 
produce economic growth, the peoples of 
the poor countries can be excused for 
skepticism about this point. 

Fidel Castro refuted Haig's approach 
in· his 1979 speech. He explained that 
"the investments required by the devel
oping countries are enormous, and they 
need them primarily, and with practi
cally no exception, in those branches of 
production that yield low profits and 
therefore do not appeal to private for
eign lenders or investors." 

Castro cited three key areas where 
this is the case: agriculture for food 
production, industrialization, and "at
tention to human beings, who should be 
the protagonists and goal of all develop~ 
ment efforts." In the latter category 
Castro pointed to the vast gains his own 
country has made in education and 

health care ·by putting human needs 
above private profits. 

The experience of underdeveloped 
countries with "private initiatives" in 
agriculture especially has been nothing 
short of catastrophic. In country after 
country, wealthy landowners have 
turned away from food production in 
order to plant cash crops for export. This 
has led to increasing malnutrition and 
in some cases to famine and outright 
starvation. 

In the famine-stricken countries of 
sub-Saharan Africa, where millions 
died of starvation in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s, agricultural exports actu
ally increased during the same period. 

Haig's "new strategy for growth" is 
not new, nor will it foster development 
in the poor countries. It is a very old rec
ipe for colonial and imperialist plunder 
that will only worsen the dire situation 
of the underdeveloped nations. 

Fidel Castro's proposals were far more 
realistic. In a speech to a congress of 
economists in Havana last April, he ... 
pointed to the only way they can be tru
ly realized: 

"If the decisive power of a state and a 
society is not in the hands of the great 
majority of workers, none of these pre
requisites for development will mate
rialize. The kind of socioeconomic policy 
we need can only be the result of a politi
cal leadership representing the most 
genuine interests of the working peo
ple .... 

"Political power must go from the 
hands of a few to the hands of the crea
tive majorities." 

Meeting with FSLN leaders 
to highlight Nicaraguan tour 

Militant/Perspectiva Mundial Tours has announced the full itinerary for its 
November 7-15 trip to Nicaragua. The trip includes a talk by P. Xavier Goros
tiaga, a leading economist for the Ministry of Planning; as well as a rally com
memorating Carlos Fonseca Amador, cofounder of the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front. Fonseca was killed by Somoza's National Guard on No
vember 7, 1976. 

Meetin&_s with a member of the Junta for National Reconstruction; Ernesto 
Cardenal, minister of culture; Moises Hassan, minister of construction; and 
Miguel Vigil, minister of housing, have been scheduled. 

Visitors will tour a child care center, hospital, refugee camp,and the Center 
for Popular Education. In addition there will be tours through a clothing facto
ry, state dairy farm and a metal fabricating plant. 

$750 includes: eight day~. round trip airfare from Miami, hotels, three meals 
a day, all transfers and guide service. Deadline is October 5. Space is still avail
able. For more information call Militant/Perspectiva Mundial Tours, (212) 
242-5530, 410 West Street, New York, New York 10014. 

Forei n-born student fights . deportation 

Militant.Salm Kolis 
MOJGAN HARIRI-VIJEH 

By Steve Bride 
A hearing has been set for October 15 

to determine whether Jhe government 
can deport a foreign-born student simp
ly because it doesn't like her ideas. 

The student is Mojgan Hariri-Vijeh, 
an Iranian, and the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service says it wants her 
out of the country because her student 
visa expired. 

In fact, the INS is after Hariri-Vijeh 
because she is a member of the Young 
Socialist Alliance and Socialist Workers 
Party. 

Her case, which goes before INS 
Judge J~an Arrowsmith in Baltimore, 
has won backing from such prominent 
individuals as Rep. John Conyers and . 
British Member of Parliament Tony 
Benn. 

Supporters of Hariri-Vijeh plan a 
news conference and picket line for the 
day of the hearing, at Baltimore's feder
al building. 

Hariri-Vijeh's visa to attend Morgan 
State College in Baltimore lapsed at the 

end of1978. She did not renew, she says, 
"due to the anti-Iranian hysteria 
whipped up in this country after the fall 
of the U.S.-backed shah." · 

Despite this hysteria, and the mass 
roundup of Iranians that accompanied 
it, the INS showed no interest in Hariri
Vijeh until February 23, 1981. That was 
two weeks after she joined the YSA. 

At that time, Hariri-Vijeh was visited 
by INS agents, who confiscated her 
Iranian passport. Later, however, INS 
officials indicated they would be inter
ested in any information she might pro
vide on Iranian "troublemakers" in this 
country. The assumption being things 
would go easier for her if she did. 

She decided to fight instead. With the 
aid of attorney Shelley Davis of the Pol
itical Rights Defense Fund, evidence 
was compiled pro~ing selective political 
prosecution on the part of the govern
ment. 

A hearing to reinstate Hariri-Vijeh's 
visa, slated. for July 7, was postponed, 
giving her time to enlist additional sup
porters. 

These now include journalist I. F. 
Stone, Rep. Parren Mitchell, Camille 
Bell of the Atlanta Committee to Stop 
Children's Murders, Phillip Berrigan, 
Baltimore City Councilwoman Mary 
Pat Clark, and the Morgan State stu
dent government. 
· The student body president at Morgan 
State, where Hariri-Vijeh is still a full
time student, will be among those at the 
October 15 news conference. 

Additional support is needed, how
ever, if Hariri-Vijeh is to win her right 
to attend school in the United States. 

Telegrams protesting the threat to de
port her can be sent to: 

Immigration and Naturalization Ser-
vice, 

Garmatz Federal Building, 
100 S. Hanover, 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 
Copies of these should be sent to: 
Political Rights Defense Fund, 
2913 Greenmount Ave., 
Baltimore, Maryland 21218 
Petitions supporting her case can be 

obtained at the Baltimore office of 
PRDF. 
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What the 
Socialist 

Workers Party
stands for 

Brief from historic lawsuit 
against FBI spying 

Last spring, in a New York federal court, three months of testimony were heard in a landmark 
suit. The defendants were the U.S. government and its various political police agencies, including 
the FBI and CIA. The plaintiffs were the Socialist Workers Party and Young Socialist Alliance. 

The two organizations had filed suit to put a halt to years of illegal victimization by various gov
ernment agencies. Trial testimony confirmed that the socialists had committed no crime but were 
targeted solely on the basis of their political ideas. They suffered illegal surveillance, disruption, 
burglaries, infiltration, public slander and more. 

The suit was brought as a means of combatting these unconstitutional dirty tricks which are 
used not only against socialists, but also against the labor movement, the women's and civil rights 
forces, and other movements for social progress. . 

The socialists are seeking $70 million in damages, an injunction to halt these practices, and 
voiding of several federal statutes used to undermine the Bill of Rights. 

Following the courtroom testimony, the Socialist Workers Party and Young Socialist Alliance 
submitted a legal brief summarizing the facts of the case and arguing its merits. The government 
will also sum bit briefs prior to the judge's decision in the case; 

We present here a section of the SWP brief describing what the party stands for and the activity 
it engages in to achieve its goals. . 

Parts of the text with quotation marks are from the testimony of leaders of the party. 
Additional material from the brief, and articles about it, will appear in coming issues of the 'Mil

itant'. 

I. FACTS RELATING TO 
THE NATURE, GOALS 
AND ACTIVITIES OF 
THE SWP AND YSA 

The Socialist Workers Party is a Marxist political 
party that traces its roots back to 1928. In that year, 
James P . Cannon and other leaders were expelled 
from the Communist Party of the United States for 
criticizing the policies of Stalin and for supporting 
[Leon] Trotsky's efforts to continue the policies of 
Lenin. The Cannon group launched the Militant 
newspaper, which has been published continuously 
since then and is today the newspaper that expresses 
the views of the SWP. The SWP itself was founded in 
1938. 

The stated goal of the SWP since its founding has 
been the establishment of a workers and farmers gov
ernment in place of the existing government, which 
the SWP terms "capitalist." The function of this new 
government would be to organize the transition from 
capitalism to socialism. The SWP advocates a society 
in which the basic means of production (the factories, 
mills, mines, railroads) are under "the common own
ership of the people," and production is organized not 
on the basis of privat~ profit, but on the basis of social 
needs. 

The SWP is an unincorporated association, with 
headquarters in New York City. It has branches in 
cities around the country. Its members, in their ma
jority, are workers in basic industry, and are active 
members of labor unions. SWP members are also ac
tive participants in a wide variety of other organiza
tions and coalitions. 

Young Socialist Alliance 
The Young Socialist Alliance, which was founded 

in 1960, has chapters in sixty cities. Its members are 
young workers in industries such as coal mining, 
steel and rail ; as well as high school and college stu
dents . The YSA is an independent, self-financing or
ganization which has the same political views as the 
SWP. No decisions of the SWP are binding on the 
YSA. The YSA supports the activities of the SWP, in
cluding campaign for its candidates for public office. 

The SWP and YSA advocate a revolutionary 
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change in this country. Their views on the necessity 
for such a change, and their basic ideas about how it 
will come about, have not changed in any substantial 
way during the more than forty years since the 
SWP was founded. A brief summary of those views, 
and the activities that the plaintiffs are and have 
been involved in, establishes the necessary frame
work for evaluating the conflicting claims of the 
plaintiffs and defendants. 

A. The Plaintiffs' Revolutionary 
Marxist Views 

The plaintiffs' views are based on the fundamental 
doctrines of Marxism. They believe that the "motive 
force in history" is the conflict between social classes 
9ver the share each class will get of the wealth pro
duced by human labor. In the United States today, 
this takes the form of the conflict between the owners 
of big capital , who are a tiny minority of the popula
tion (the Rockefellers, DuPonts, etc.) and the working 
class, which makes up the great majority. By the 
term "working class," the plaintiffs mean "anyone 
who works for a living, whose income doesn't come 
primarily from ownership of . . . stocks or bonds or 
real estate. That woul ' be the great majority of peo
ple. It would include what is popularly called blue col
lar workers [and] what is popularly called white col
lar workers. We consider • .-urking farmers to be work
ing people in this sense." 

According to plaintiffs' views, the capitalists try to 
hold down the workers' share of what their labor pro
duces to the minimum possible amount, and approp
riate the rest to expand their holdings and their 
wealth. At the same time, the workers strive to in

. crease their share of what they produce to improve 
their standard of living. This conflict "gives rise to an 
unending clash between the capitalist[s] and the 

· working class in contemporary society. 

Profit drive & war 
It is the capitalists' drive for profits, the SWP and 

YSA believe, that is also the fundamental cause to
day of such social phenomena as war, racial oppres
sion and discrimination against women. 

The Marxist view is that the contradictions within 

society that produce these problems are inherent in 
the capitalist form of property relations, and that the 
needs of the working people cannot be met under" the 
capitalist system. It is therefore necessary to abolish 
private ownership of the "productive wealth" of soci
ety. "Productive wealth" is the accumulated wealth, 
the product of the labor of past generations, that is 
necessary for the production of basic goods. The plain
tiffs do not propose to abolish private ownership of 
either personal belongings such as homes, cars and 
clothing; or of farms or businesses of small proprie
tors. 

The plaintiff organizations are in favor of, and cam
paign for, a number of immediate steps to improve 
the conditions of working people in the United States 
today. However, they do not believe that socialism can 
be achieved , or the fundamental problems created by 
the capitalist system can be solved by reforming capi
talism in a gradual way, step by step. Theirs is a "rev
olutionary approach, that it is necessary to dismantle 
the capitalist . . . social structure and replace it with 
a socialist social structure." Likewise, they believe 
the existing governmental institutions, such as the 
army, the police, the courts, Congress and the federal 
bureaucracy, will have to be dismantled and replaced 
with new institutions suited to the needs of the new 
society. 

The Marxist view is that such a radical restructur
ing of society cannot be achieved by relying on, or col
laborating with, "capitalist parties," the Democratic 
and Republican parties, which are committed to the 
maintenance of the capitalist system. On the basis of 
these beliefs, the SWP and YSA reject "reformism" as 
a viable strategy and believe that socialist revolution 
is necessary. 

B. The Activities of the 
Plaintiff Organizations 

SWP and YSA members are act~ve members of the 
union movement, where they participate in union ac
tivities, encourage their unions and fellow union 
members to get involved in "the big social and politi
cal questions of the day", circulate SWP and YSA li
terature, and discuss their point of view with their co
workers. Members of the SWP and YSA belong to in
dustrial unions such as the United Mine Workers, 
United Steelworkers, United Autoworkers and the 
International Association of Machinists. They urge 
the union movement to launch an independent labor 
party based on the trade unions, and to end their sup
port of the Democratic and Republican parties. 

Members of the plaintiff organizations are also ac
tive in the Black and Latino movements, participat
ing in the movements for school desegregation, in 
support of affirmative action plans, and on other 
issues. The SWP and YSA support and participate in 
Black organizations such as the National Black Inde
pendent Political Party. This party "stands for the 
promotion of the interests of Black people and build
ing an independent political vehicle to make sure 
that those issues and concerns of Black people are ad
dressed in the political arena." 

SWP and YSA members are involved in the move
ment for women's rights. They also encourage the 
union movement to take up the questions raised by 
the women's liberation movement, and in particular 
to support such issues as the proposed Equal Rights 
Amendment and the right to abortion. 

The SWP and YSA were active in the movement 
against the war in Vietnam. Fred Halstead, who was 
a leader of the antiwar movement and is a .member of 
the National Committee of the SWP, testified that 
the position of the SWP was to demand of the govern
ment the immediate withdrawal of all U.S. military 
forces from Vietnam. 

Halstead testified · that the SWP "built the move-
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ment wherever we could. We advocated that it carry 
out activities of as broad a nature as possible, reach
ing out to as many people as possible and particularly 
to the working people and the Gls .... We advocat
ed that the demonstrations that were carried out be 
carried out peacefully and in an orderly fashion and 
be as large as possible." 

Rights of Gls 
The SWP and YSA also encouraged Gls to "exercise 

their rights as citizen soldiers" to oppose the war, to 
speak out against it, to participate in demonstra
tions, and to generally let their views on the war be 
known. 

The SWP and YSA will, in the event of U.S. mil
itary intervention in a country such as El Salvador, 
"do to the best of our ability the same thing we did 
during the war against Vietnam: take the same 
stance of political opposition and act in the same 
way." The plaintiffs further explained at trial that 
tliey would "be politically opposed to any war by the 
United States against the Soviet Union." In the event 
of such a war, "we would abide by the laws of the 
United States, including the Constitution, and we 
would make use of and urge others to make use ofthe 
provisions in the Constitution which allow citizens to 
differ with their government and to express their dif
ferences through redress of grievance, demonstra
tions, free speech, publications, etcetera." 

A major activity of the plaintiff organizations is the 
publication and distribution of a wide variety of so
cialist pamphlets, books and periodicals. These are 
distributed all over the country and in many places 
overseas. 

rights, those in the labor movement who are fighting 
for their rights"; to present basic socialist ideas; and 
to take advantage of the opportunity "to go out and 
have [a] way of actually talking to thousands and 
thousands of American people, to know what they ac
tually are thinking, not just to hustle votes but to 
talk, exchange views, ask the American people what 
they think about the issues, whether they are in
clined to go to war in El Salvador, whether they are 
inclined to be in favor of the cutbacks [in the budget], 
things like that." 

At trial, the defendants sought to denigrate the 
plaintiffs' participation in elections as not serious. 
However, the defendants offered no evidence to con
tradict the plaintiffs' testimony that they energeti
cally and consistently campaign in the elections, and 
that this electoral activity constitutes a significant 
part of the activities of the SWP and YSA. 

International developments 
The plaintiff organizations consider it essential for 

Marxists in the United States to act on and be knowl
edgeable about international developments, particu
larly as they relate to the policies of the United States 
government and the interests of working people in 
the United States. 

Members of the SWP and YSA are active partici
pants in coalitions and movements ·in the United 
States that arise in connection with developments in 
other countries. For example, the SWP and YSA were 
active in the early 1960s in the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee, an organization whose goal was to mobil
ize support for the Cuban Revolution and oppose any 
steps by the United States government to overthrow 

Socialist Workers Party banner at September 19 Solidarity Day March. 

The SWP has consistently nominated and run can
didates for elective office. The party has run "thou
sands" of candidates over the years, and has run in 
every presidential race since 1948. In addition to 
nominating candidates for federal offices, the party 
participates in campaigns for state, county and mu
nicipal offices. Mel Mason, a member of the SWP, was 
recently elected to the City Council in Seaside, Cali
fornia. This, however, is the only instance of an SWP 
member being elected to public office. In general, the 
votes recorded for the candidates of the SWP remain 
quite small. In addition to running its own candi
dates, the SWP has endorsed independent Black, Chi
cano, Puerto Rican and labor candidates for public of
fice. 

Purpose of election campaigns 
One of the principle activities of the SWP and YSA 

is campaigning for socialist candidates. A major part 
of party resources go into distributing campaign li
terature, organizing speaking tours for candidates 
and other election activity. This includes extensive 
efforts to win places on the ballot through petitioning 
as well as litigation to protect the party's right to ap-

. pear on the ballot. 
Plaintiff Jack Barnes explained that the purposes . 

of this election campaigning are: to present a work
ing-class alternative to the bipartisan foreign and do
mestic policies of the DemocraJ;ic and Republican par
ties; to give voice in the political arena to "the inter
ests of those who often are kept off platforms, those 
Americans who are in movements like the movement 
against nuclear power, or [for] civil rights or women's 

the government headed by Fidel Castro. 
SWP and YSA members have also been active in 

the United States Committee for Justice to Latin 
American Political Prisoners (USLA), a group set up 
in this country . to help defend political prisoners in 
Latin America. · They have actively worked to win 
support for dissidents who have been jailed or ha
rassed in Eastern Europe. 

The SWP and YSA have participated, along with 
organizations such as the World Council of Churches, 
the Steelworkers union, and others in an effort to 
send material aid to Nicaragua to make possible the 
literacy campaign carried out by the Sandinista gov
ernment there. Materials sent included pencils, pa
per, rulers and used eyeglasses. 

Members of the plaintiff organizations also partici-
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pate in international conferences on such subjects as 
nuclear power, women's rights, opposition to war and 
solidarity with struggles for national independence. 
The SWP and YSA encourage their members to trav
el to different . countries, to meet· with socialists in 
other countries, ·exchange information and views 
with them, and to inform themselves about develop
ments in those countries. In recent years SWP and 
YSA members have frequently traveled to Cuba, Ni
caragua and Grenada, as well as to other countries. 

It is also a practice of the plaintiff organizations to 
invite socialists from other countries to attend confer
ences and conventions held by the SWP and YSA in 
this country; international visitors are generally 
present at YSA and SWP national conferences. Plain
tiffs consider such exchange of information and ideas 
on an international level to be essential to formulat
ing policies to be put forward in their election cam
paigns, to collect information for publication in the 
Militant and other publications, and to develop in
formed opinions about events in the world. 

Fourth International 
The SWP maintains a close relationship with the 

Fourth International. Plaintiffs consider themselves, 
in a political sense, to be part of the Fourth Interna
tional, although the SWP felt compelled by the pass
age of the Voorhis Act in 1940 to disaffiliate from the 
Fourth International and has not been an affiliated 
section since then. It is because of the onerous regis
tration requirements of the Act, and only because of 
those requirements, that the SWP is not affiliated to 
the Fourth International. 

The SWP considers itself to be an "international
ist" party and is in agreement with the basic princi
ples on which the Fourth International was founded. 
In the viewpoint of the plaintiffs, the 1940 disaffilia
tion "made no change in our political relationship 
with the Fourth International." What changed as a 
result of the disaffiliation was that thereafter the 
SWP paid no dues, directly or indirectly, to the 
Fourth International, and that its representatives 
could and did cast only "consultative" or "fraternal" 
votes, as distinct from "decisive" votes at meetings of 
the Fourth International. 

The political and organizational relationship be
tween the plaintiff organizations and the Fourth In
ternational has not changed in any substantial way 
since 1940 when the SWP disaffiliated. The SWP and 
YSA send delegations to meetings and congresses, 
publish discussion bulletins containing resolutions 
and articles that are part of the deliberations of the 
Fourth International, and generally play a promi
nent role in the political discussions and debates that 
take place within the Fourth International. The SWP 
has often had one or more party leaders resident on a 
more or less full-time basis in Europe to participate 
in the week-to-week meetings of the various bodies of 
the Fourth International. SWP leaders are also elect
ed as fraternal or consultative members of Fourth In
ternational leadership bodies. 

The decisions of the Fourth Intemational are not 
binding on the national sections (affiliated parties) of 
the Fourth International in the sense of determining 
priorities, policies or political positions to be adopted 
by those parties. This long-standing policy was recod
ified once again at the . .1979 World Congress of the 
Fourth International. 

The SWP is of the opinion that this is the correct re
lationship between the national sections and the 
Fourth International. Since the SWP is not an affil
iated section, even if this policy were to be changed, 
the decisions of the Fourth International would still 
not determine the policies or actions of the SWP. The 
SWP and YSA have often taken public positions that 
were at variance with the positions adopted by the 
majority of delegates at World Congresses of the 
Fourth International. 

The SWP ~ves consideration to the opinions of the 
Fourth International and circulates its written posi
tions to the SWP membership, but "we make our own 
decisions and adopt our own positions." There is no 
indication of any kind in the record that the SWP, 
YSA or any of their memoers have ever adopted a po
sition or undertaken any activity.as the result of di
rectives or instructions from the Fourth Internation
al. In the FBI's own words, "positions and objectives 
of the FI [Fourth International] are not controlling on 
the SWP (which does on occasion adopt a firm minori
ty position against the FI decisions)." 

In addition to the Fourth International and its af
filiated parties, the plaintiffs maintain contacts with 
other revolutionary organizations internationally. 
Representatives of the Sandinista National Libera
tion Front in Nicaragua and the New Jewel Move
ment in Grenada have attended conferences of the 
SWP and the YSA, and members of the SWP and the 
YSA have met with leaders of these parties. The SWP 
and YSA also consider the Cuban Communist Party 
to be "a sister party" in the political sense, although 
there are no organizational relations between the 
plaintiffs and the Cuban Communist Party. 
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Solidarity Day, September 19: tt 
• • .march 

Continued from page 4 
thousands of NAACP members from 
across the country. Signs identified 
chapters from Cleveland; Pittsburgh; 
Atlanta; Duluth, Minnnesota; Lynch
burg, Virginia; Passaic, Camden, and 
Jersey City, New Jersey; New York; 
Kentucky. 

Signs supporting the Voting Rights 
Act were prominent in the NAACP con
tingent. They were also carried 
throughout the demonstration. 
· Other Black groups also marched, in
cluding a spirited contingent from the 
National Black Independent Political 
Party (see story, page 5). 

There were some marchers with the 
red, black, and green Black nationalilst 
flag. And thousands of residents of 
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D.C.-a city that is over 80 percent 
Black-lined the sidewalks to watch the 
event. 

Construction workers. 
Tens of thousands of construction 

workers marched--electricians, pain
ters, ironworkers, operating engineers. 
These overwhelmingly white, male 
unions have been among the most con
servative in the country. 

Eleven years ago, officials in the 
building trades unions organized pro
war rallies and physical attacks on peace 
demonstrations, and they have been in 
the forefront of opposition to affirmative 
action. 

On September 19, however, the con
struction workers carried a banner for 
the ERA, and signs against Reagan's 
budget cuts and for civil rights. 

Thousands of teachers marched under 
the banner of the American Federation 
of Teachers and the National Education 
Association. Their signs emphasized the 
need to stop education cutbacks. 

* * * 
Close to 30,000 auto workers joined 

the demonstration. The UAW printed 
up signs for its members, including one 
that said, "Stop the imports." Most 
marchers passed over that sign to pick 
up ones that read "Defend Civil Rights" 
or "ERA yes, Ron. no." 

* * * 
There were thousands of steel

workers. Alice Peurala, president of 
Steelworkers Local 65, explained, 
"We're here to tell Reagan that we will 

not stand by idly while he takes away 
the gains that we've struggled for dec
ades to get." 

Signs in Spanish were sprinkled 
throughout the crowd. Many Latinos 
marched in the contingents of garment 
workers, electrical workers, and munici
pal employees. There was a marcher 
with a sign demanding independence for 
Puerto Rico. Another group of people 
marched with signs reading, "Latinos 
claim jobs, justice, equality." 

* * * 
Antinuke protesters from Harrisburg, 

PennsyJvania, stood along the route 
with a huge banner that read, "Keep 
TMI shut down." Contingent after con
tingent roared approval as they 
marched by. 

PATCO was cheered all the way up 



e changing face of U.S. politics 
:onstitution Avenue. Signs throughout 
he crowd said, "Right to strike, only in 
'oland" and "Fly the unfriendly skies of 
teagan." 

P ATCO members broke off a chant of 
Strike, strike" to applaud when a group 
arrying a banner joined them in the 
:tarch: "We Have the Right to Strike 
1.gainst Government Union-Busting: 
:ommittee to Defend the NASSCO 
'hree." 

)vation for disabled 
Another contingent that drew loud 

pplause was the hundreds of disabled 
eople who marched or rode in wheel
hairs behind a banner that read "Dis
bled citizens support Solidarity against 
ocial program cuts." 

When they arrived at the rally site, 
.emonstrators stood up to receive them. 

* * * 

Joseph Lowery, president of the 
Southern Christian Lead_ership Confer
ence and a member ofth~ Solidarity Day 
advisory board, welcomed the rally 
crowd. "We're here," he said, "to fulfill 
the dream that Martin Luther King 
had." 

Jesse Jackson, president of Operation 
PUSH, spoke next. He wound up his re
marks by leading the crowd-Black and 
white-in "I am somebody." When he 
stepped from the stage, union marshals, 
members of the Seafarers and Iron
workers, rushed over to shake his hand. 

Civil rights theme 
For thousands there, the 1963 march 

on Washington for civil rights suddenly 
became their demonstration. A commit-

ment to defend Black rights, combined 
, with a new appreciation for the civil 

rights movement. Recognition of that 
struggle as part of the heritage of work
ing people in this country. 

Coretta Scott King told the crowd, "It 
was a little more than eighteen years 
ago that Martin Luther King, Jr. stood 

·before a crowd much like this and shook 
the conscience of America. 

"In a very real sense," she said, "Soli
darity Day is a continuation of the great 
march on Washington, the latest step in 
our long journey toward fulfilling the 
American dream of freedom, justice, and 
equality." 

'We Shall Overcome' 
These speeches, along with those by 

Benjamin Hooks of the NAACP and 
Vern on Jordan of the Urban League, set 

the spirit of solidarity at the rally. The 
crowd shouted "Strike, strike" when 
Steve Wallaert of PATCO spoke. The 
photo of Wallaert being led away to jail 
in chains has come to symbolize the Rea
gan administration's attitude toward la-
bor. · 

A chant of "ERA, ERA" rang out 
when NOW president Eleanor Smeal 
ended her remarks. 

The rally concluded with everyone 
singing "We Shall Overcome." 

* * * 
"If this march doesn't work," John 

Patterson from Steelworkers Locall842 
in Pittsburgh said as he headed for his 
bus, "we'll be back again." 

It was like the Machinists' banner 
said. "Solidarity Day-Just the begin
ning." 
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'Toward the 

An important new organization, the National 
Black Independent Political Party (NBIPP), 
held its founding congress August 21-23. 

The congress adopted a charter that is the 
most advanced program of any organization in 
the Black movement. It calls for opposition to 
'racism, imperialism, sexual oppression, and 
capitalism.' 

Because we think the NBIPP's formation and 
its charter are of great significance to Black · 
Americans and to all working people, we are re
printing the charter in full. 

Last week's 'Militant' published the first two 
sections of the party Program, on Jobs and In
come, and Education. 

This week we are reprinting the sections on 
Health Care, Political Equality, Economic 
Development, and Repression. 

HEALTH CARE 
We believe that the right to free, comprehensive 

and quality mental and physical health car.e from 
cradle to grave is a basic human right. The Democrat
ic and Republican parties regard this as an unachiev
able goal even though their members of Congress 
have their health care paid for fully from the taxpay
ers' dollars. We believe that the emphasis on health 
care should be shifted from profit making and cura
tive to preventive, and based on human need. We be
lieve that Black people should equally participate in 
the administration and delivery of quality medical 
services within the health care system. 

THEREFORE WE DEMAND: 
• A national comprehensive health care service 

program to make quality health care free and availa
ble to all who need it regardless of social status or in
come. 

• The tra,nsformation of the health care system in 
the United States from a profit making and curative 
oriented institution to a preventive one. 

• The allocation of government funds to provide 
support to organizations and individuals who wish to 
develop and promote preventive health care pro
grams and facilities. -

• Increased funding and support for new health 
and medical professional schools for training of 
Blacks in the health field. 

TO ACHIEVE AND REALIZE 
THE ABOVE THE PARTY WILL: 

• Organize to establish Black controlled and oper
ated physical health care centers and programs, util
izing the skills and resources of Black health care 
workers and professionals, to provide adequate nutri
tional and health-hygiene education, advice and 
medical services to our people. 

• Work to improve the economic, physical and so
cial environment of our communities in order to les
sen the physical and mental pressures placed upon 
the masses of our people. 

• Support progressive legislative initiatives which 
will accomplish the above such as. the Dellums bill, 
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oal of democratic rights' 

which would establish a national health service 
which embodies the principle of the right to health 
care as a human right. 

• Support affirmative action programs and work 
to increase funding to ensure the education, training 
and employment of Black people in all aspects and 
components of the health profession. 

• Organize a fight at the local, state and federal 
levels to achieve our demands. 

NBIPP 

What the 
Black party 
stands for 

• Work to secure financial resources for Black 
health care institutions, medical colleges and pro

. grams to educate, train and employ Black health 
workers. 

POLITICAL EQUALITY AND VOTING 
RIGHTS 

Much of the history of racist oppression in the U.S. 
centers around the denial of the right to vote and de
nial of full representation in government at all levels. 
Both Republican and Democratic parties have been 
collaborators in this policy of denial. 

We believe that Black people have the right to be 
represented in and take full part in the affairs and 
administration of government towards the goal of 
democratic rights, social transformation, and self-de
termination. We believe the right of people to take 
part in the government under which they live to be a 
basic human right. We believe that Black people 
should be afforded full voting rights and privileges. 
We believe that Black people should have political 
equality. 

THEREFORE WE DEMAND: 
• The right to an internationally supervised pleb

iscite (election) so that Black people can exercise 
their national will and determine our relationship to 
these United States. • 

• An end to all racist legal and extralegal barriers 
which are designed to keep Black people out of elect
ed and appointed positions at the federal, state and 
local level and deny Black people voting rights. 

• Proportional representation for Black people at 
all levels of government. 

• Majority rule for Black people where we are the 
majority of the population. 

• An end to all pre-conditions to the right to vote, 
e.g. voter registration, residency requirements·, and 
restrictions, etc., when their related administrative 

'We believe freedom from 
repression and freedom from 
racist terror for Black people to 
be a basic human right. We 
believe that the police and 
federal intelligence agencies 
such as the FBI and CIA exist 
to carry out widespread acts of 
lawlessness and terror against 
Black and oppressed people in 
order to stop our struggle for 
freedom.' 

concerns could be accomplished without limiting our 
right to vote. 

• That adequate government resources be allocat
ed to the electoral process in accordance with its 
priority in order to secure our basic human right to 
participate fully in this government, e.g. send people 
door to door to register voters as it does to take a cen
sus. 

TO ACHIEVE THE ABOVE 
AND REALIZE OUR DEMANDS 
THE PA~TY WILL: 

• Work to support and enforce laws and policies 
designed to eliminate all barriers to Black represen
tation in government at all levels. 

• Support the continuance of the Vo~ing Rights 
Act of 1965, which we regard as an irhportant gain in 
the struggle for democratic rights and proportional 
political representation. 

• Organize and conduct voter education, registra
tion and voting drives. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
We believe that Black people have a right to devel

op progressive, cooperative and independent econom
ic development programs and institutions within 
their communities to ensure economic self-develop
ment and self-sufficiency. Such economic develop
ment schemes .should serve the masses of Black-peo
ple and should not practice economic exploitation of 
our people's labor. Moreover, they should not be insti
tutions which would have profit and capital flowing 
into the hands of a privileged few among us, but rath
er ones which will benefit the development of the en
tire .Black community; especially its poor and work
ing strata. We believe that Black small business own
ers should have equal access to receive other forms of 
economic assistance, free from discrimination or ad
verse restrictive conditions. At the same time, we be
lieve that Black businesses have a special responsi
bility to be accountable to the Black community by 
lending their financial resources and moral and polit
ical support to the struggle for Black liberation in the 
United States~ 

THEREFORE WE DEMAND: 
• Full government funding, with no adverse re

strictions or conditions attached, for economic pro
grams and institutions designed in accordance. with 
the above philosophy and objectives. 

• An end to discrimination of all kinds against 
Black-owned and -operated small businesses so that 
they may have equal access to private and public sup
port for economic development. 

TO ACHIEVE AND REALIZE 
THE ABOVE THE PARTY WILL: 

• Build and develop collective and co-operative 
economic institutions in the Black community. 

• Work to build and develop progressive, inde
pendent economic programs and institutions within 
the Black community, in cooperation with Black
owned banks, insurance companies, law firms , credit 

Continued on next ,-ge 



Solidarity Day rallies in western states 
In addition to the national demon- Over fifty labor organizations and Members of the Machinists union out- and San Francisco Mayor Diane Fein-

stration in Washington September thirty community groups were repre- numbered other contingents, but there stein . Both were booed by large 
19, there were also Solidarity Day sented by banners, placards, and tee- were numerous other unions marching, numbers of unionists continuously 
demonstrations in a number of west- shirts. The demonstrators carried signs including the Carpenters, Communica- throughout their speeches. 
ern cities. in English, Spanish and Korean. tions Workers, Longshoremen, Social A support rally was also held in Moo-

The actions were kicked off Fri- A contingent of 600-800 ·members of Workers, Government Employees, terey, California. There some eighty 
day, September 18, when the Colora- the International Association of Machi- Plumbers, and Pipefitters. PATCO had people heard speakers blasting Reagan· 
do AFL-CIO called a demonstration nists marched into the rally site togeth- a sizable contingent and they were well cutbacks. The speakers included Verna 
in Denver against Reagan and Vice- er chanting, "We've had enough!" received. Carson, Western regional directorofthe 
President Bush, who were there to Another large union contingent was Many other groups were involved, NAACP and Seaside City Council 
address a Republican Party worn- Local 660 of the Service Employees In- such as the Chicano Federation, member Mel Mason. 
en's group. About 2,000 union ternational Union. An anti-war conting- NAACP, Gray Panthers, Committee in 
members showed up for the early- ent, composed mainly of Salvadorans, Solidarity with the People of El Salva-
evening protest. They came from entered the rally site chanting, "Jobs dor, A. Philip Randolph Institute, Coati-
Wyoming, Idaho, and Utah, as well not war. U.S. out of El Salvador." tion of Labor Union Women, and handi-
as Colorado. The striking air con- Among the speakers attacking Rea- capped groups. 
trollers of PATCO had a large and gan's budget cuts were California Gov-
well-received presence. ernor Jerry Brown, Senator Alan Cran-

United Mine Workers members ston, and Los Angeles Mayor Tom Brad-
from Utah and Colorado were in- ley. 
volved in the action. They all took off Los Angeles County AFL-CIO Presi-
work on official union business. The dent Bill Robertson pointed to Reagan's 
UMW officially authorized miners to attack on the air traffic controllers. The 
take off to participate in ~he Denver crowd booed Reagan loudly. When Ro-
rally and the Washington rally the bertson introduced Dave Evans, presi- . 
next day. dent of the Los Angeles PATCO local, 

Below are reports on some of the people started chanting, "PATCO, 
other western rallies on September PATCO,PATCO." 
19. Actor Ed Asner spoke, calling for 

Los Angeles 
By Doug Kihn 

LOS ANGELES-Seventy-nine buses 
and thousands of cars brought together 
a spirited crowd of8,500 protesters, ang
ry at Reagan's budget cuts. 

The rally was sponsored by the Los 
Angeles County AFL-CIO and the 
Greater Los Angeles Community Coali
tion, an Alliance composed of 127 labor 
and community organizations . 

more support to the P A TCO strikers. 

San Diego 
By Javier Bautista 

SAN DIEGO-Solidarity Day in San 
Diego saw 1,500 to 2,000 people answer 
the call of the San Diego and Imperial 
counties AFL-CIO labor council, to pro
test the Reagan government's cutbacks 
and other reactionary policies. It was 
one of the biggest actions in a long time 
in San Diego. 

San Francisco 
By Judy Stranahan 

SAN FRANCISCO-Over 5,000 trade 
unionists and supporters, representing 
some thirty-five unions and other or
ganizations, assembled in Villancourt 
Square for a rally in support of the Soli
darity Day march in Washington, D.C. 

Two contingents of over 200 from Bay 
Area P A TCO locals and over 500 
members of the International Associa
tion of Machinists from throughout the 
Bay Area marched separately into the 
rally site from other locations. Several 
bus loads of unionists also came from 
the San Jose area. 

· John Henning, representing the Cali
fornia AFL-CIO, called for "ongoing and 
continuous demonstrations in every ma
jor city in the U.S. as the only way now 
to stop Reagan administration economic 
policies." 

Several politicians spoke, including 
former vice president Walter Mondale 

. . . what Black party stands for 

Tucson 
By Eduardo H. Quintana 

TUCSON-Teachers, Air Controllers, 
Postal Workers, Plumbers, Carpenters, 
Steel and Iron Workers took to the 
streets here to show Reagan has no 
mandate to make their lives miserable. 

"The Reagan administration's eco
nomic program is an attempt to turn 
back the clock to the 1920s," proclaimed 
state AFL-CIO Secretary-treasurer 
Darwin Aycock. 

The elderly and others "should not 
have to eat dog and cat food in order to 
survive during the life of this adminis
tration," Aycock said. 

Many participants carried signs blast
ing Reagan's domestic policies, and also 
showing international solidarity: "Mo
ney for jobs not for war. U.S. out of El 
Salvador," said the banneroftheTucson 
Committee for Human Rights in Latin 
America. 

There were between 2,000 and 3,000 
people at the demonstration. "PATCO, 
PATCO, PATCO," people shouted many 
times throughout the rally . Bumper 
stickers were sold reading, "I support 
PATCO." 

Continued from preceding page 
unions, supermarkets and others. Such programs will 
be aimed at fundamentally improving the quality of 
life for our people and will be targeted towards the 
poorest and neediest in our communities. 

their own acts of repression and racist terror. We be
lieve that the various components of the racist judi
cial and criminal justice system in the U.S .. serve to 
repress Black people's basic rights and are designed 
to deny our dignity and human freedom. 

TO ACHIEVE AND REALIZE 
THE ABOVE THE PARTY WILL: 

• To work to encourage Black-owned and -operat
ed business and economic institutions to return a por
tion of their profits to the Black community in the 
form of financial assistance to programs and projects 
designed to benefit the masses of Black people. 

• Organize to support legislatiye and economic in
itiatives at federal, state and local levels to achieve 
our demands. 

• Obtain international financjng for community 
projects in order to develop an independent source of 
investment funds . 

REPRESSION AND RACIST TERROR 
We believe that freedom from repression in all 

forms and freedom from racist terror for Black people 
to be a basic human right. Webelieve that all pe9ple 
have the right to be secure in their environment. We 
believe that the police and federal intelligence agen
cies such as the FBI and CIA exist to carry out wide
spread acts of lawlessness and terror against Black 
and oppressed people in order to stop our struggle for 
freedom. We believe that racist and anti-Black 
groups such as the Ku Klux Klan and Nazis often 
work hand in hand with the police and intelligence 
agencies, or objectively serve their interests through 

THEREFORE WE DEMAND: 
• That all acts of harassment and brutality by the 

police be stopped and that those who commit police 
crimes be brought to justice, prosecuted and pun
ished. 

• That the FBI and CIA be abolished, as they are 
incapable ofbeing reformed to act justly. 

• That the Ku Klux Klan, Nazis and other racist 
and anti-Black groups be outlawed, and their 
members be brought to justice, prosecuted and pun
ished for their crimes &gainst Black and other people. 

• That all repressive legislation such as the death 
penalty be eliminated from the criminal statutes. 

• That prisons be abolished and alternatives to 
cruelly punitive, torturous and degrading incarcera
tion be developed and established. 

• That racism and gross under-representation of 
Black and Third World people on the courts, juries, 
prison staff and other bodies in the criminal justice 
system be ended. 

• Ratification of the U.N. Convention on Genocide 
aimed at preventing destruction of groups and at 
punishing those responsible. 

• Organize and practice a variety of forms of self
defense, including the creation of community patrols 
and other necessary means to defend our people from 
attack and harassment. 

• Organize community police control bodies to ex
ercise control over the functions of the police and sup
port legislation to achieve this end. 

• Actively oppose all legislation and . regulations 
aimed at giving intrusive powers to the police, FBI, 
CIA and other intelligence agencies. · 

• Support legislation at the local, state and federal 
level to outlaw the activities of the Ku Klux Klan, . 
Nazis, and other hate groups. 

• Work to abolish the death penalty, which is used 
in a discriminatory manner against Black and poor 
people. 

• Organize Black legal professionals to aid in 
fighting to defend the rights of the Black community. 

• Research, develop and organize alternatives to 
prison and incarceration. 

• Support legislation to prevent· the building of 
more prisons and call for a moratorium on prison re
construction. 

• Propose and support affirmative action pro
grams for the inclusion of more Black and Third 
World people at all levels of the criminal justice sys
tem. 

'We won't organize any Black to be a Democrat or a 
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By Margaret Jayko 
The following is based on a talk given in Au

gust at the thirty-first national convention of the 
Socialist Workers Party. 

The drive to roll back the rights and expectations of 
women takes place to a significant degree in a war of 
ideas. To convince us to accept less, the rulers have to 
change the way we think about ourselves as well. 

Why do they place such importance on this? 
The fact of the matter is that women have come a 

long way since the days of the late fifties and early 
sixties, and it's a problem for those who want to push 
us back. 

In preparing this talk, I read some of the stuff that 
Betty Friedan wrote in the early sixties, which had a 
profound effect on many women who read it then. 
Since I never lived through the experiences she de
scribes in her book The Feminine Mystique, I wanted 
to get a better idea of how things were back then, and 
how much they have changed. 

It's dramatic. 
Things are different with women today-in educa

tion, in the work force , inthe home, in all aspects of 
society. 

The biggest change, of course, which most of the 
others flow from , is that most women will work out
side the home at some time in their lives. 

The changes in the everyday lives of women are re
flected, though belatedly and in a partial manner, in 
people's consciousness about women. 

A different view of future 
Young women in the United States today have a 

very different view of what the future should hold for 
us than did our mothers and grandmothers. 

Despite the depth of the current social and econom
ic crisis and its impact on women, despite the bleak 
future that most young people know is in th~ cards for 
us--we expect that we ought to have many more op
tions before us than previous generations did. 

We're living in the times of "Rosie the Riveter," 
"Nine-to-Five," legal abortion, and birth control; 

· when most women have jobs outside the home, when 
unions march for the ERA, when there are women's 
sports, and women are elected to public office. 

Women today look different, dress different, and 
feel different than our foremothers. 

We've rejected, to some degree or another, con
sciously or not so consciously, many of the stereotypes 
about women being passive, meek, serving others but 
never themselves; sex objects who shouldn't enjoy 
sex; people without ideas; people who are mothers, 
grandmothers, wives, or girlfriends, but not much on 

Reagan's war on 
women's rights 

Part II 
their own. 

We're more confident, independent, aggressive, 
questioning, angry, combative. 

And we even have our own movement. 
All this has had a profound impact on the con

sciousness of men as well-how they view them
selves, women, jobs, their families. 

Today, most people in the United States support 
the ERA, legal abortion, funding for daycare centers, 
and equal pay for equal work. 

And there's a growing acceptance of women in 
"non-traditional" jobs-longshorewomen, railroad 
firepeople , women engineers, women steelworkers, 
coal miners, and machinists. 

Never in the history of this class-divided society 
have people's ideas about women been changing so 
rapidly. 

Never has the falsehood and irrationality of all the 
justifications for the second-class status of women 
been clearer. 

The rise of the women's movement is based, in part, 
on the increasing recognition that there is a contra
diction between the oppression of women and the 
needs of the majority of men and women. There seems 
to be no good reason for women to be less than equal 
partners with men. 

This is a very radical-potentially explosive and 
revolutionary---change in consciousness. 

Margaret Jayko is a staff writer for the 'Militant' and 
the Socialist Workers Party national women 's libera
tion work director. 
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Washington's 
out to prove 
women are 

'inferior' 

Militant/Lou Howort 

'There's a struggle going on for the hearts and minds of working people, and sections of the middle class, over 
fundamental qestlons of women's equality and our role in society.' 

It also makes it more difficult' to use divide-and
conquer tactics. 

Can women do math? 
So, the rulers have to dust off some of the ideologi

cal props that have fallen into disuse, and refurbish 
others that have been damaged. 

They have to try to convince women and men that 
women really are inferior, despite all the evidence to 
the contrary. 

They have to run more articles like the one in the 
New York Times about women's "genetic inferiority" 
in understanding math. 

The owners of property are trying to reimpose their 
class views of women onto society. Sexism, like ra
cism, is an indispensable prop of their profit system. 

"Women's nature is fulfilled by childbearing. They 
can't be allowed to indulge in abortions. It's against 
nature." 

"They should stay home with the children and stop 
taking men's jobs." 

"If women were home, there'd be less juvenile 
crime and teenage promiscuity." 

On and on . . . ad nauseum. 
The bosses and their government push ahead with 

anti-woman legislation, court decisions, and on-the
job attacks; while on the ideological level they try to 
do a job on women-and men-to gain acceptance for 
these attacks. 

To divide, confuse and demoralize the opposition. 
And to lay the basis for future blows. 
There's a struggle going on for the hearts and 

minds of working people, and sections of the middle 
class, over fundamental questions of women's equali
ty and our role in society. It;s part of the class polari
zation that's occurring in society as a whole. 

On the one side, there are those who want to take 
us backwards: who want more racism and sexism, 
who want f;wer unions, less social security, more 
wars. Forces like the KKK and the Moral Majority 
are encouraged and emboldened by the policies 
emanating from the White House and endorsed by 
both capitalist parties. 

On the other side, there are those who want to go 
forward: who are against racism and sexism, who 
think working people deserve more social services 
and social security, who oppose all wars waged by 
Washington. Those forces represent the interests and 
aspirations of the great majority. Those fighting for 
Black rights, antidraft activists, coal miners, abor
tion rights people, air traffic controllers. 

Most working people are somewhere in between. 
They tend to be moving more to the left as the ruling 
class moves to the right. But they are shaken up by 

blows and defeats. There's mainly a lot of discussion 
and a lot of confusion. 

The battle of ideas is part and parcel of the struggle 
between two classes with historically countetposed 
interests. 

The women's movement, the union movement, and 
the Black movement must try to cut through the con
fusion: expose how the ruling class's interests are 
served by the government's propaganda; show how 
the real solutions to our problems must be sought by 
moving forward to a socialist society based on human 
needs, and not backward to barbarism. 

Carter kicks it _off . . . 
This ideological duel, the fight to roll back support 

for women's rights among working people in this 
country, was already well under way during Carter's 
election campaign in 1976. Both Carter and Ford 
were outspoken opponents of women's right to abor
tion. 

It was with the support of many-things-in-life-are
unfair-Carter that the Hyde Amendment, which cut 
off Medicaid funds for abortion, went into effect. 

And of course, it was good old pro-ERA Jimmy who 
proposed that women be registered for the draft. 

Because he was concerned about women's rights? 
Because he wanted to help get the ERA passed? 
Not on your life. 
What he wanted was to sell draft registration, to 

convince working people to go along with stepped-up 
preparations for war. 

Anticipating a lot of opposition to the idea of reviv
ing the draft, he wanted to try and. shift the axis of the 
debate to whether women should be drafted, instead 
of should there be any registration or draft at all . 

He wanted to give the draft and the military a pro
gressive veneer, by associating them with the popu
lar cause of women's equality. 

He wanted to get women, who historically have 
been even more antiwar than men, to support his 
draft proposal. 

B~ Evel~n Reed 
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And he wanted to confuse and divide the forces that 
would be coming together to oppose registration. 

There's another side to it, as well. 
. Carter decided to seize the historic opportunity 

that presented itself-the chance to stab the women's 
movement, and the ERA, in the back by associating 
them with something as unpopular as war and the 
draft. He undermined support for the ERA and the 
women's movement by making them seem like cham
pions of a new draft. The success of this campaign was 
greatly facilitated by the stance of some leaders of 
the women's movement, which I'll discuss a little 
later. 

Reagan picks up the ball 
This ideological offensive against women's equality 

accelerated, broadened out, and intensified during 
the 1980 election campaign. And since Reagan's elec
tion, it's become even more openly reactionary. 

You could see it in the burst of Congressional hear
ings last spring. There were hearings on busing, affir
mative · action, abortion, and sexual harassment of 
women workers. They were definitely not designed to 
allow all points of view to be heard. 

I covered the first round of Senate hearings on the 
Human Life Bill for the Militant. 

Their purpose was to attempt to divert the public 
discussion on abortion into an abstract debate around 
the pseudo-scientific question of when human life be
gins-as defined by those who oppose abortion. 

The message was clear: the clump of cells in the 
film they showed is more important than the real, 
live women whose right to decide whether to bear a 
child these people are hell-bent on taking away. 
The hearings were basically free advertisement for 

abortion foes. Some of the congressmen who presided 
over them excused themselves after the first day so 
they could preside over the hearings of the newly 
formed witch-hunting Senate Subcommittee on Se
curity and Terrorism. 

The biased nature of the first round of abortion 
rights hearings was so obvious that the senators were 
forced to schedule further hearings that included 
some pro-abortion rights people. 

But, when all was said and done, the subcommittee 
voted to approve the bill. 

Then there were the hearings on sexual harass
ment, where ERA opponent Phyllis Schlafly was in
vited to testify. 

She explained: "When a woman walks across the 
room, she speaks with a universal body language that 
most men intuitively understand. Men hardly ever 
ask sexual favors of women from whom the certain 
answer is 'No.' Virtuous women are seldom accosted 
by unwelcome sexual propositions or familiarities, 
obscene talk or profane language." 

'I'm here to work . . .' 
There has also been a renewed barrage of newspa

per articles about-{)r more accurately, against 
-women workers. Especially women breaking into 
nontraditional jobs on whatever level. 

The Wall Street Journal, in particular, has taken to 
analyzing the impact on the executive suites of some 
women's faces in higher places. 

For example, a headline in the April 4 issue 
warned: "Sexual tension: Some Men Find Office Is a 
Little Too Exciting With· Women as Peers; Distrac
tion, Anxiety Grows; Women Parry Advances, Strug
gle for Acceptance; 'I'm Here to Work, Not Flirt."' 

Another headline, in the June 20 issue, "subtly" 
summed up the Journal's point of view: "Maternity 
Leave: Firms Are Disrupted By Wave of Pregnancy 
At the Manager Level; After-30 Motherhood Snags 
Debenture Offer, Clouds Rating of TV News Show; 
Career Put on Slower Track." 

The message: as long as women bear children they 
are not and cannot be equal to men. And the Jour
nal's editors now try to make you believe this is based 
not on prejudice, but on "real-life experience." Very 
scientific and objective! 

Then there are all the explanations of how unem
ployment figures are not really accurate because 
they're being padded with . . . women! 

An article in the New York Times announced: 
"New Trends Among the Work Force Cloud Validity 
of Unemployment Rate." 

What are these "new trends"? 
Women and teenagers. 
The article explains that women and teenagers 

-new workers who are coming into the work force 
-have less need of a job than other workers; and so, 
when they can't find a job, they're not really unem
ployed. Thus, they "artificially" inflate the unem
ployment statistics! 

Another article "reasoned" that women are paid 
less than men because they have children at what 
turns out to be the crucial time for career advance
ment: between the ages of twenty-five and thirty
five . 

So, the author concludes, the main problem is not 
discrimination after all! If women didn't bear chi!-

Woman ac
ceptance among working people of women in 'non
traditional' jobs. 

dren, they would be equal. 
The depth of the ideological offensive can be seen in 

the fact that many liberal capitalist papers, congress
people, and even some who call themselves radicals, 
have backed off from support for the ERA, abortion 
rights, affirmative action, and federally funded day
care. 

Using women to bring back draft 
The Supreme Court decision upholding the consti

tutionality of the draft was a big blow to women's 
rights-and the rights of all working people-be
cause it was another step by the ruling class to in
crease the militarization of American society and 
prepare for war. 

But Carter's fake-out worked. Most people thought 
the Supreme Court was deciding a question of wom
en's rights. A big step was taken toward reviving the 
draft while everyone was looking the otherway. 

An editorial in the New York Times pointed to how 
they are trying to use this unfortunate link-up: "No 
long-term military draft is likely to achieve public 
support unless it is perceived as fair, involving equal 
sacrifice." [emphasis added] 

They state it quite badly: let's include women in 
order to sell the draft; and as a way of saying that, in 
these hard times, equal rights means equality of sac
rifice. 

That's not a very inspiring thing to fight for. 
And that's exactly the point. 
How can you convince women-and men-that 

women's equality is an evil to be fought against? 
Something that makes life worse, not better? 

Answer: show that it means next time they'll draft 
our daughters as well as our sons. 

If that's what you think the women's movement is 
fighting for, you're not likely to join in the fray! 

One indication of the success of this ruling-class of
fensive is the fact that in the most recent Harris poll, 
support for the ERA was lower among 18 to 29-year-

olds ( 550( -410() than among people 30 to 49 years old 
(58'k-380( ). 

Teenage pregnancy 
Another front on which the forces of reaction are 

waging their battle of ideas is that of sexual repres
sion. 

The Family Protection Act is a sweeping bill. It 
takes some of the main planks of the "Moral Majori
ty's" platform and puts them into legislative form. 

It includes proposals for: 
• Reintroducing prayer into the schools. 
• Outlawing federal funding for any groups or in

dividuals who suggest that homosexuality is or might 
be acceptable; 

• Banning federal funding for any educational ma
terials that "tend to denigrate, diminish, or deny the 
role differences between the sexes as it (sic) has been 
historically understood in the United States." 

• Attacking school desegregation, increasing 
"right-to-work" laws, and a number of other things. 

The Teenage Chastity Act is now the law of the 
land. It was sponsored by Senator Jeremiah Denton. 

He's famous for pulling up his shirt during theSe
nate "terrorism" hearings to show that he is so brave 
he doesn't wear a bullet-proof vest. 

This bill establishes a $30 million program to "pro
mote chastity" among teenagers. It would try to pre
vent teenagers from having sex, and when teenagers 
become pregnant anyway, would "encourage" adop
tion instead of abortion. 

It would promote chastity because, as one of the 
bill's supporters explained, "Saying 'no' is the best or
al contraceptive one can take." 

Besides its propaganda value, the legislative intent 
of the bill is to cut funding for groups like Planneq 
Parenthood and programs providing teenagers -with 
information concerning abortion, birth control, and 
sex education. 

Under the guise of being "pro-family" the Teenage 
Chastity Act shifts onto the individual woman and 
her family the full weight of the social problems faced 
by the one million teenage women who get pregnant 
every year. 

This society does not provide adequate sex educa
tion, birth control, or access to abortion for teenagers. 
But it has no room for teenage mothers-{)r their ba
bies--either. 

This is a utopian attempt to legislate sexuality into 
the mold that Denton and his ilk think it should fit 
into. 

It's also part of broader attempts to curb the rebel
liousness and dissatisfaction with the status quo that 
affect many young people. 

The measure has passed with the support of the 
great "friend of women" Edward Kennedy. 

Of course, just because it's a law, teenagers will not 
become celibate. 

But passage of this legislation is part of the ideolog
ical battle to convince working people that all social 
and economic problems stem from their own personal 
weaknesses and failures-not from any inherent in
equities in capitalist society. 

* * * 
Next week, in the final installment in this series, 

we'll take a look at the response of the leadership of 
the women's movement to the ideological and politi
cal offensive of the ruling class. 

In particular, we'll discuss the ideas of feminist au
thor Betty Friedan, and the leadership of the Nation
al Organization for Women. 
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Moscow, Washington step ~P attacks 

Polish workers take step forward 
By Ernest Harsch 

The first national congress of Solidar
ity, held in Gdansk September 5-10, 
showed how far the Polish workers have 
come in just one year. 

The union has clearly established it
self as a powerful force. It has provided 
an ·example of what can be accomp
lished when workers form their own in
dependent, democratic, and fighting or
ganization, one that does not restrict it
self to shop-floor issues but also ad
dresses the big social, economic, and 
political questions that affect society as 
a whole. 

It is the powerful attraction that this 
example holds for workers in other 
countries that has rulers around the 
world extremely worried. The bankers 
and businessmen on Wall Street are no 
less fearful than the bureaucrats who 
rule in Moscow that this example could 
spread. 

Soviet threats 
The Soviet response to Solidarity's 

congress was predictable: an escalation 
of slanders and threats. 

As the congress was underway, 
100,000 Soviet troops were carrying out 
military maneuvers near the Polish 
border and in the Baltic Sea, in what 
was reported to be the largest exercise 
of its kind in the region since World 
War II. 

On September 10, the Soviet press 
agency, Tass, branded the Solidarity 
congress as "an antisocialist and anti
Soviet orgy." Repeating a favorite 
slander dating from the times of Sta
lin, Tass accused the Solidarity leaders 
of conspiring with "agents of imperialist 
secret services" to prepare for a "seizure 
of power." The union was charged with 
aiming to undermine "the basis of the 
Polish socialist state" .and restore "the 
bourgeois system in Poland." 
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Of particular concern to Moscow was 
a statement adopted by Solidarity 
pledging support for worker activists in 
the rest of Eastern Europe who may also 
attempt to set up independent unions. 
Large factory meetings were organized 
in Moscow, Leningrad, and other cities, 
at which workers were asked to approve 
prepared statements condemning Soh
clarity. This was the first time Moscow 
had taken such a step, and marked a 
new stage in its efforts to turn Soviet 
workers against their brothers and sis
ters in Poland. 

On September 10, Rude Pravo, the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party daily, 
likewise branded Solidarity's statement 
of support for workers in Eastern Eu- ' 
rope as an "attempt at exporting coun
terrevolution." 

Romania, Hungary 
Although there have not yet been any 

large-scale attempts by workers in oth
er Eastern European countries to emu
late Solidarity's example, the bureau
crats nevertheless have reason for con
cern. In recent years, there have been 
efforts in Romania, Hungary, and the 
Soviet Union itself to set up independ- · 
ent unions. In fact, one such group in 
the Soviet Union sent greetings to the 
Solidarity congress (see box). 

The Soviet factory meetings also have 
more ominous implications. By portray
ing them as "spontaneous" outpourings 
of working class indignation at Solidar
ity, Moscow is trying to prepare the pol
itical ground for a possible military in
tervention into Poland. 

The Hungarian Communist Party pa
per, Nepszabadsag, was more direct 
about such threats, writing in its Sep
tember 13 issue about the growing "pos
sibility" of "firm" action against "the 
opponents of social peace" in Poland. 

The big-ousiness press in the West, 
which in the past has lavished praise on 
Solidarity as part of its general anti
communist propaganda campaign, has 
also been growing more and more criti
cal of the Polish workers' movement. 
The commentary on Solidarity's con
gress reflected some of the capitalists' 
real attitudes toward the union. 

In a report on the congress in the Sep
tember 13 New York Times, correspond
ent John Darnton stated, "The six-day 
session in Gdansk was heard round the 
world, with indignation and anger in 
the Soviet East and with admiration, 
but also anxiety, in the West." 

A day earlier, an editorial in the 
Times counseled Solidarity. to make 
"hard choices" and accept "reduced in
comes and increased productivity" 
-words that could easily have come 

Picket against Pol Pot 
By Sandi Sherman 

NEW YORK-In spite of a steady rain
fall, thirty-five people picketed across 
from the United Nations on September 
15 to demand that the UN seat the legit
imate government of Kampuchea (Cam
bodia) and oust the Pol Pot forces who 
currently occupy Kampuchea's seat at 
the UN. 

The picket was initiated by the Com
mittee in Solidarity with Viet Nam, 
Kampuchea and Laos to coincide with 
the opening session of the General As
sembly. Co-sponsoring groups included 
the Association of Vietnamese Patriots, 
Caribbean People's Alliance, People's 
Anti-war Mobilization, U.S. Peace 
Council, Socialist Workers Party, 
Young Socialist Alliance, and Youth 
Against War and Fascism. 

The Pol Pot regime murdered some 
three million of the seven million Kam
pucheans before it was overthrown in 
1979. Washington and Peking have 
joined efforts to keep the Pol Pot forces 
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in ·the UN Kampuchean seat, despite 
the fact that Pol Pot's gang has no sup
port within Kampuchea. Elections held 
last May in Kampuchea showed over
whelming support for the current Heng 
Samrin gove~mment. 

Chan Bun Han, a Kampuchean acti
vist resident in this country, announced 
at the protest that the Heng Samrin 
government has formally notified Kurt 
Waldheim, Secretary General of the UN 
that they intend to send a delegation of 
four representatives of the Kampuchean 
government to participate in the 36th 
session of the UN General Assembly. 
The government has requested that 
W aldheim take the necessary measures 
for the granting of entry visas to New 
York forthis delegation. 

At the end of the weak the UN assem
bly voted to keep the forces of Pol Pot in 
Kampuchea's seat. The Committee in 
Solidarity with VietNam, Kampuchea 
and Laos will be planning further pro
test activities. 

I 

out of the mouth of a Polish government 
official. 

'Get down to work' 
A similar note was struck in an edi

torial in the September 11 Washington 
Post. "Solidarity cannot allow itself to 
be drawn into endless disputation on 
points of economic theory," the editors 
stated. Instead, they argued, it should 
"get down to-work." They also expressed 
concern over Solidarity's statement of 
support for other Eastern European 
workers, questioning "what useful pur
pose" it served. 

A report from Warsaw in the same pa
per on September 13 raised an alarm 
about the course of the Polish workers' 
revolution as a whole, noting that 
"there are eerie parallels between the 
events of the past year in Poland and 
the Russian Revolution of 1917 ." 

Perhaps the most explicit criticism of 
the Solidarity conference appeared in 
an editorial in the September 12 Econo
mist, the British business weekly. Un
der the headline "Solidarity, whoa!" the 
Economist characterized the decisions 

of the congress as "bravery-cum-fool
hardiness." It charged, "Simple-minded 
bravado . . . appears to be in the as
cendant." 

'Absurd demands' 
At the same time, the Economist 

praised the policies of the Polish author
ities: "The Polish government, under 
the sensible direction of General Jaru
zelski, is trying to take a -grip on the 
country. It has pushed through some 
huge and much-needed, though unpopu
lar, price rises. It has refused to yield to 
some of Solidarity's absurder de
mands ... . " 

While advising Solidarity to show 
"more realism," the Economist re
minded Jaruzelski, "In most countries, 
the best way to handle over-powerful 
trade unions is to ignore their demands 
and withstand their strikes." 

That is the capitalists' prescription 
for their own countries. And increasing
ly, it is their answer to the Polish 
workers as well. 

From Intercontinental Press 

Soviet workers group . 
hails Solidarity 

[The following is the text of the 
greetings sent to the Solidarity con
gress from the Free Trade Union Or
ganizing Committee in the Soviet 
Union. It was first published in the 
August 30 issue of AS, a Solidarity 
press agency bulletin, and was 
handed out at the congress. The 
translation from the Polish is by In
tercontinental Press.] 

* * * 
We send these greetings to you 

from a country where the working 
class has hardly ever known inde
pendent trade unions that firmly and 
resolutely defend the interests of the 
masses of workers. 

To us, the achievements of the Pol
ish proletariat are like a dream. Our 
workers' movement has scarcely been 
born. But in the current turmoil of 
events and ideas, a small spark could 
be enough to engulf in flames all 
those who mercilessly exploit the 
enormous patience of the Russian 
people. 

Your struggle for the common peo
ple of Poland is also our struggle. 
Everything that contributes to the 
demise of falsehoods and duplicity, 
everything that leads to the realiza
tions of the workers' basic demands, 
also weakens our regime. 

Poland will not be free as long as 
Russia is not free . Only democratic 

changes, on the side of God, will allow 
you to build a free and prosperous 
country, independently of anyone. 

How very much we would have 
liked to be among the guests at the 
congress, to represent the free Rus
sian workers' movement. How very 
much we would have liked to deliver 
these greetings directly to you to 
show our unconditional support-not 
the kind of support given to you by 
our government. 

For the moment, this is only a 
dream. But the day will come (and in 
this we must believe) when the Rus
sian and Polish workers will sit 
shoulder to shoulder in a democratic 
and progressive gathering. 

Solidarity is today an example for 
us. At the cost of persecution, blood, 
and suffering, the Polish workers 
have broken the shackles of the gov
ernment-controlled trade union. 

Our organization unites workers 
and intellectuals. Although today we 
are not many, we solemny pledge be
fore this congress to do everything 
possible in our country to support you, 
to get out the ·truth and expose the 
lies, and even, if necessary, to defend 
you by any means. 

Long live the friendship of the Pol
ish and Soviet peoples! 

Long live the international solidar
ity of all working people! 

May God help you in your historic 
efforts. 



Black athlete slain: 
evidence points to cops 
By Derrick Adams 

LOS ANGELES-On the morning of 
June 2, Ron Settles, Cal State Universi
ty football star and scholar, was stopped 
for a routine traffic violation. 

Three hours later, he was pronounced 
dead in a police holding tank in the city 
of Signal Hill, near Long Beach. 

Police claimed Settles, who was 
Black, was stopped for speeding and ar
rested after he became combative with 
officers. He became despondent over be
ing jailed, they said, and committed sui
cide, hanging himself with a mattress 
cover in his cell. 

But on September 2, a coroner's jury 
announced its five-to-four verdict: Set
tles "died at the hands of another." 

The inquest lasted almost two weeks, 
focusing on the following quesions: 

Why was Ron Settle's face bruised? 
Why would he refuse to make a phone 

call, as police claimed? 
How could Settles hang himself with 

a mattress cover when there was no 
mattress cover in his cell? 

Why would he fight with the police? 
Why would he commit suicide? Settles 

was a young man with a bright future: 
the Dallas Cowboys had already ex
pressed interest in signing him to a foot
ball contract. 

What emerged at the coroner's in
quest was a · history of police brutality 
involving Settle's arresting officer, 
Jerry Lee Brown. 

Brown had been fired from the Los 
Angeles Police Department. He was the 
arresting officer of Ruben Carillo, who 
died in 1979 as a result of being beaten 
by Brown. The Carillo family settled out 
of court for $30,000. 

Brown and five other policemen who 
assisted in the Settles arrest or were at 

the station when he was brought in, 
took the Fifth Amendment at the coron
er's inquest. 

Witness Gloria Zabala, who was seat
ed on a park bench fifteen feet from 
where Settles was arrested, testified 
that police officers placed guns to each 
side of Settles' head before he was hand
cuffed and taken to jail. 

The Settles family has filed a $50 mil
lion lawsuit against the city of Signal 
Hill . "We want to make sure this will 
not happen again," said Donnell Settles, 
Ron's father. 

A September 11 demonstration de
manding justice for Settles drew 500 
people: Most were Black; most were stu
dents at Cal State's Long Beach campus, 
where Settles attended school. 

Demonstrators marched in front of 
the Signal Hill police station, chanting, 
"What do we want? Justice! When do we 
want it? Now!" and "You call yourself 
protectors, but who are you protecting?" 

Speakers at the march included Mi
chael Zinzun of the Coalition Against 
Police Abuse; Amon Ra, a professor at 
Long Beach; and a representative of the 
L.A. National Black Independent Politi
cal Party. 

The NBIPP speaker told the crowd, 
"What we need in the United States is 
political power, like people in Cuba and 
Grenada have power. That's real power. 
Therefore we can choose our own des
tiny. We can end police abuse." 

At the end of the demonstration, de
mands were given to representatives of 
the police department, while the media 
stood by. Demands included the arrest 
of the six officers who invoked the Fifth 
at the Settles inquest, and that the city 
of Signal Hill honor the $50 million 
damage claim by Settle's parents. 

Affirmative action debate 
in Boston school crisis 
By John Rees 
and David Walsh 

BOSTON-The Boston School Com
mittee has laid off nearly 1,000 
teachers, closed 27 schools, and delayed 
a 7.5 percent teacher pay raise in the la
test attack against public education 
here. 

Public education has become the 
scapegoat of the city's fiscal crisis. The 
latest round of cutbacks were ordered 
after Mayor Kevin White froze the 
school budget at $210 million. 

The 6,500-member Boston Teachers 
Union considered a strike against the 
cutbacks, which violate their contract. 
But 1,000 teachers· at a September 20 
meeting voted three-to-two against the 
union executive committee strike rec
ommendation. 

The Black and Latino communities in 
Boston recognize the cutbacks as partic
ularly directed against their children. 
Almost 60 percent of public school chil
dren are minorities, although they are 
less than 30 percent of the city's popula
tion. 

The long desegregation fight in Bos
ton is closely tied to the issue of the cut
backs now. U.S. District Court Judge 
Arthur Garrity ordered an affirmative
action hiring program for teachers in 
one of the victories of the desegregation 
fight. This has resulted in a gain where 
Black and minority teachers have gone 
from 5 percent to about 19 percent. An 
additional ruling by Garrity ordered 
that the percentage of minority teachers 
in the system could not be reduced by 
layoffs. 

Without this affirmative action pro
tection, the latest round oflayoffs would 
have wiped out the gains in Black and -

John Rees is the Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for Boston City Coun
cil. David Walsh is the SWP's candi
date for Boston School Committee. 

minority teachers of the last five years. 
Some 710 of the 1,000 recently laid-off 

teachers were whites with tenure. 
Spurred on by the Seniority Caucus in 
the union, the leadership of the Boston 
Teachers Union is challenging the affir
mative-action layoff protection in court. 

Black teacheres have demanded the 
union drop the suit. 

Divisions over these issues are pre
venting a united fight in defense of pub
lic education and against the layoffs. 
The union's official stand against affir
mative action has helped city officials 
drive a wedge between teachers and the 
Black community. 

When the strike was suggested for 
this fall, many Black teachers and com
munity activists expressed opposition to 
the strike and pledged to keep working 
and to keep the schools open in the 
Black community. 

The Boston school crisis is propelled 
by the budget cutbacks affecting all 
public education throughout the coun
try. 

Mayor Kevin White says there is no 
money. School . Committee Chairman 
John O'Bryant, who is Black, goes along 
with this. • 

But fund.ing for the schools is availa
ble. Boston itself has more money. The 
city ended up with a surplus last year. 
Over $100 million in property taxes 
were returned to big business under 
court orders. The passage in Massachu
setts of Proposition 2112 is cutting their 
property taxes even further. And, of 
course, Boston is hurt by the federal 
budget cuts that take money away from 
education to pay for the giant military 
increases and tax breaks for the rich. · 

What's needed in Boston is to organ
ize a fight by parents, teachers, and oth
er unions in defense of public education: 
more schools, more and better-paid 
teachers. But the unity to conduct this 
fight can only be built on the basis of. 
support for desegregation and affirma
tive action. 

National Picket 
~· 

Land of 'free press'? 
CBS Radio refused to broadcast a Labor Day message taped by 1\FL-CIO 

president Lane Kirkland over its national network, breaking a thirty-five 
year tradition. 

The network withdrew its commitment to air the broadcast on September 
4, claiming that the text dealt with "controversial issues of a political na
ture." 

CBS has no qualms about carrying daily broadcasts from the Reagan Ad
ministration. But Kirkland's statement of opposition, and his announce
ment of the September 19 protest march in Washington, was deemed unfit 
for our ears. 

In the September 12 AFL-C/0 News, Kirkland blasted the network's deci
sion. He compared the incident to the "current dispute in Poland between 
the Solidarity union and the government-controlled media." 

Brown lung disease acknowledged 
"The American Lung Association of North Carolina and the North Caroli

na Thoracic Society have acknowledged for the first time that byssinosis, or 
brown lung disease, exists in acute and chronic forms and may incapacitate 
textile workers," according to the August 29 New York Times. 

The news will not be welcomed at the White House where government of
ficials are busy looking for ways to eliminate the cotton dust restrictions 
which set a maximum allowable level in the mills. 

It's estimated that 800,000 textile workers are exposed to cotton dust on 
the job, the chief cause of brown lung. The lung association and chest-dis
ease specialists conclude that chronic byssinosis can occur after five or more 
years of work in a textile mill. 

The statement, distributed August 27, is the most explicit comment by a 
state medical group on the cause, effect, and prevention of the disease. 

"They wouldn't believe me! When I told them supervisor Frimly was In 
the hospital, they kept insisting, 'You're only saying that to make us 

feel good!'" 

Union membership declines 
Between 1978 and 1980 union membership in the United States dropped 

by 385,000 to 22,353,000, according to recent Labor Department figures. 
This decline reduces the number of unionists to about 20.9 percent of the 

work force, compared to 22.3 percent in 1978 and 24.7 percent in 1970. 
The largest membership loss was in the United Auto Workers, which lost 

142,000 members from its 1978 total of 1,499,000 members, a 9.5 percent re
duction. 

Other unions showing declines during the two-year period were paper
workers, down 65,000; rubber workers, down 49,000; steelworkers, down 
48,000; oil, chemical and atomic workers, down 26,000; and garment 
workers, down 25,000. 

Unions that showed increases include the United Food and Commercial 
Workers. carpenters, communications workers, electrical workers, and ser
vice employees. 

-Vivian Sahner 
Let us know what's happening in your area-strike news, union reso
lutions, local press clippings, whatever-drop us a line at the 'Mil
itant', 14 Charles Lane, New York, New York 10014, 
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Learning About Socialism 

Why higher wages don't cause inflation 
The idea that wage increases cause prices to rise is 

at the heart of every "anti-inflation" plan put forward 
by the corporations, news media, and Democratic and 
Republican politicians. 

However the government's own figures show that 
wages have lagged behind prices, not pushed prices 
up. For example, the average take-home pay of a 
married worker with three dependents rose from 
$90.86 in 1967 to $217 .14 in April1981 , according to 
the Bureau o{ Labor Statistics. That's a 139 percent 
increase. Sounds like a lot. 

But prices measured by the Consumer Price Index 
rose 167 percent in the same period. In terms of 1967 
dollars the worker's buying power was only $81.39 in 
April 1981-less than fourteen years before. 

Still, isn't it possible that even greater restraint on 
wages might at least slow down inflation? 

Behind such logic is the assumption that the level 
of wages determines the price of commodities. There 
is another hidden assumption--.,.that the rate of profit 
is fixed. In other words, the corporation can simply 
pass along any increase in wage costs through higher 
prices while reaping the same profit. 

If this were true the capitalists would be quite in
different to union activity. They would simply grant 
wage increases as requested and proceed to raise 
prices. There would hardly ever be strikes, since why 
would a corporation risk the loss of business through 
a strike if at no cost to itself it could grant higher 
wages. The long history of the bosses' attempts to 
smash unions indicates there is some error in this ex
planation. 

If wages don't determine prices, what does? And 
what effect do wage increases have? The answers to 
these questions were discovered long ago by the early 
nineteenth century British economist David Ricardo. 

The fact that Ricardo was a strong supporter of capi
talism and no friend of the working class makes his · 
argument all the more convincing. 

Ricardo explained that when supply and demand 
cancel each other out <as they tend to do in. the long 
run) the price of a commodity is determined by the 
amount of labor time needed to produce it. That's not 
only the time for final assembly of the product. It in
cludes the labor time necessary to produce the raw 
materials and that portion of the machinery used up 
or worn out in the production process. 

Now; if wages rise, what is the effect on the amount 
of labor time required to produce commodities? None 
at all. 

What does happen is a shift in the division of the 
national income from the employers to the workers. 
Wages rise and profits fall . It is exactly this principle 
that is involved in every strike over wages. 

The employers, on the other side, fight to keep 
wages down because that means higher profits for 
them-certainly not in order to give lower prices to 
the consumers. 

It might be argued that a rise in wages would at 
least cause an increase in the prices of those commod
ities consumed by the workers because demand for 
these commodities would now exceed the supply. 

This might happen but it would be a temporary ef
fect. 

If the higher demand for basic consumer goods led 
to higher prices, then the firms producing those com
modities would make higher profits than those pro
ducing luxury goods for the bosses. The companies 
making goods for consumption by workers would 
therefore step up production; more companies would 
probably enter this field to take advantage of the 

What•s Going On 

higher profits. As that happened, the supply of these 
goods would increase until it equaled demand or even 
(since production under capitalism is not socially 
planned) exceed demand. Prices would stabilize and 
then fall. 

The opposite would happen with the companies 
producing goods for the rich. In response to lower de
mand and lower profits on these goods, production 
would decrease until supply no longer exceeded de
mand. 

In the end, the prices would be the same as before. 
But the compOsition of production would now be dif
ferent-more would be produced for the workers and 
less for the bosses. In reality, these temporary price 
movements would be very slight or would not occur at 
all because of the great amount of unused productive 
capacity that usually exists under capitalism. 

The same analysis can be extended to taxes and so
cial spending. If taxes on the rich are increased across 
the board and these revenues are used to finance so
cial programs, the well-being of working people is in
creased at the expense of the bosses. 

For example, if social security taxes paid by the 
employers were increased and the funds used to in
crease payments to the elderly and disabled, these 
people could purchase more commodities and the em
ployers less. The market would shift productive re
sources toward meeting the needs of the elderly and 
disabled, away from producing commodities for the 
rich. Prices would not go up. 

The reverse is also true. President Reagan's social 
security cuts in no way combat inflation. They are 
merely shifting production of commodities away from 
social security beneficiaries and toward consumption 
by the rich. 

-Bill Gottlieb 

ALABAMA 
BIRMINGHAM 

unionists and safe-energy activists to attend. Nov. 20-
22, 1981 . Ausp: United Food and Commercial 
Workers, United Mine Workers, International Associa
tion of Machinists, Graphic Arts International Union, 
Furniture Workers, International Longshoremen's and 
Warehousemen's Union, Molders and Allied Workers, 
Woodworkers, and Labor Committee for Safe Energy 
and Full Employment. For more information contact 
the Labor Committee, 1536 16th St. N.W., Washing
ton, D.C. 20036, telephone (202) 265-7190. 

MISSOURI 
ST. LOUIS 

!ember 19 rally in Washington, wine and cheese party. 
Sat., Sept. 26, 8 p.m. 524 Riddle Rd. Ausp: Socialist 
Workers Campaign Committee. For more information 
call (513) 751-2636. HEAR ELLEN HAYWOOD, Socialist Workers can

didate for city council. Sat., Oct. 10, 7:30p.m. 20518th 
St. S. Ausp: Socialist Workers Campaign. For more in
formation call (205) 323-3079. 

CALIFORNIA 
LOS ANGELES 

CUBA 1981. Report on Young Socialist Alliance 
Tour. Speakers: Cathy Gutekanst, on health care; Ol
lie Bivins, on factory tours; and Jose Oikawa, on edu
cation. Sat., Sept. 26, 8 p.m. 2211 N. Broadway. Do
nation: $1 .50. Ausp: Young Socialist Alliance and Mil
itant Labor Forum. For more information call : (213) 
225-3127. 

OAKLAND 
WOMEN'S RIGHTS UNDER ATTACK: WHICH 

WAY FORWARD FOR N.O.W.? Speakers: Kay Way
ley, chairperson of ERA committee S.F. N.O.W.; Syl
via Weinstein, abortion rights committee and member 
of Socialist Workers Party; and others to be an
nounced. Fri., Oct. 2, 8 p.m. 2864 Telegraph Ave. Do
nation $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor
mation call : (415) 763-3792. 

SAN JOSE 
IRISH FREEDOM STRUGGLE. Eyewitness ac

count. Speakers: Seamus Gibney, Irish Northern Aid 
rep.; Traise Yamamoto, Young Socialist Alliance. 
Sun., Oct. 4, 7:30p.m. 46'12 Race St. Oust off the Alme
da). Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For 
more information call (408) 998-4007. 

POLISH WORKERS FIGHT TO CONTROL THEIR 
FACTORIES AND THEIR LIVES. Speaker: Ernest 
Harsch, staff writer for Intercontinental Press, recently 
returned from Poland. Sun. Oct. 11 , 7:30 p.m. 46'12 
Race St. Oust off the Almeda). Donation: $2. Ausp: Mil
itant Labor Forum. For more information call (408) 
998-4007. 

ILLINOIS 
CHICAGO 

RALLY TO OPPOSE CHICAGO RED SQUAD 
SETTLEMENT. Speakers: Afeni Shakur; Louis Myers, 
Natiol'"!al Conference of Black Lawyers; and others. 
Fri., Oct. 2, 7 p.m. Y.W.C.A. 37 S. Wabash. For more 
information call : (312) 939.0737. 

INDIANA 
GARY 

SECOND NATIONAL LABOR CONFERENCE 
FOR SAFE ENERGY AND FULL EMPLOYMENT. 
Conference organizers encourage all interested trade 
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MICHIGAN 
DETROIT 

CANADIAN STEELWORKERS' STRIKE. Speaker: 
Richard DeGaetano, member, USWA Local 1005 at 
STELCO. Sun., Oct. 4, 7 p.m. 6404 Woodward. Dona
tion : $2. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more information 
call (313) 875-5322. 

MINNESOTA 
MESABI IRON RANGE 

SOUTH AFRICA'S INVASION OF ANGOLA. 
Speaker: August Nimtz, Coordinator of African Studies 
Council , University of Minn. and co-convenor of Na
tional Black Independent Political Party. Fri. , Sept. 25, 
7:30p.m. 1012 Second Ave. S., Virginia. Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Solidarity Bookstore Forum Series. For more in
formation call : (218) 749-6327. 

WHY ISRAEL INVADED LEBANON. Speaker: 
John Rosenburg, Socialist Workers Party. Sun., Sept. 
27, 7:30p.m. 6223 Delmar Blvd. (near Skinker). Dona
tion: $1 .50. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more in
formation call (314) 725-1570. 

· SEPTEMBER 19 SOLIDARITY DAY: WHERE DO 
WE GO FROM HERE? Slide show presentation and 
discussion. Sun., Oct. 4, 7:30 p.m. 6223 Delmar Blvd. 
(near Skinker). Donation: $1.50. Ausp: Militant Labor 
Forum. For more information call (314) 725-1570. 

NEW YORK 
CAPITAL DISTRICT 

.SOUTHERN AFRICA: WHY DOES THE U.S. SUP
PORT MINORITY RULE? Speaker: Suzanne Haig, 
Militant staff writer. Fri. , Sept. 25, 7:30 p.m. 323 State 
St., Schenectady. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor 
Forum. For more information call (518) 374-1494. 

OHIO 
CINCINNATI 

AN EVENING WITH THE SOCIALIST CANDI
DATE FOR CITY COUNCIL. Speaker: Robert Connol
ly, candidate for Cincinnati city council, member 
United Steelworkers of America. Slide show of Sep-

HOW CAN WORKING PEOPLE ANSWER REA
GAN'S OFFENSIVE? Speakers: Sarah Gardner, 
pres. of Coalition of Black Trade Unionists; Britt Rob
son, Citizens Party; Robert Connolly, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for city council; others. Sun., 
Oct. 4, 7:30 p.m. 2531 Gilbert Ave. Donation : $1.50. 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more information call 
(513) 751-2636. 

OREGON 
PORTLAND 

WHAT'S BEHIND SOUTH AFRICA'S INVASION 
OF ANGOLA? Tony Thomas, coauthor of Angola: The 
Hidden History of Washington 's War. Sun., Oct. 4, 
7:30 p.m. 711 N.W. Everett. Donation: $1 . Ausp: Mil
itant Bookstore Forum. For more information call : 
(503) 222-7225. 

TEXAS 
SAN ANTONIO 

REPORT BACK FROM SOLIDARITY DAY. Slides 
and reports from Solidarity Day participants. Refresh
ments available. Sat., Oct. 3, 6 p.m. 337 W. Josephine 
St. Donation : $1 .50. Ausp: Militant and Perspectiva 
Mundia/. For more information call (512) 736-9218. 

Lessons from history 
Labor's Giant Step 
Twenty years of the CIO 
By Art Preis 
538 pp. $7.95 paper, $25.00 cloth 

Teamster Rebellion $4.45 paper, $14 cloth 
Teamster Power $4.95 paper, $17 cloth 
Teamster Politics $4.95 paper, $17 cloth 
Teamster Bureaucracy $4.95 paper, $17 cloth 

By Farrell Dobbs 

The Great Labor Uprising of 1877 
By Philip S. Foner 
288 pp., $5.45 paper, $17 cloth 

American Labor Struggles 1877-1934 
By Samuel Yellen 
398 pp., $6.45 paper 

Order from Pathfinder Press, 410 West Street, New 
York, New York 10014. 



Letters 
'Equal time' to be cut bi-partisan offensive aimed at 

taking away the rights of 
working people, lowering our 
living standards and trying to 
squelch the fightback. 

Barbaro for Mayor? ballot, got as far as the front 
door of the union but then 
excused himself saying an 
"emergency" had .come up. 

Since no labor party exists 
isn't Barbaro the practical 
alternative to Koch? Can't we 
build the movements for 

The new chairman of the 
Federal Communications 
Commission, Mark Fowler, has 
teamed up with CBS and other 
major radio and TV networks 
to repeal the "equal time and 
fairness doctrines" of the FCC. 
These laws have enabled the 
independent candidates for 
public office, and the public 
at-large to respond to capitalist 
politicians and editorial 
commentaries. 

Mark Friedman 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Abortion hearing 

My local, the legal services 
local of District 65 United Auto 
Workers, voted last week to 
support Frank Barbaro for 
mayor against Democratic 
incumbent Ed Koch. Barbaro's 
campaign puts him up, as his 
main slogan has it, as "the real 
Democrat." 

Barbaro's campaign 
manager, €\ former defense 
lawyer, filled in for him, 
apologizing for Barbaro's 
position on the police (he wants 
to hire 6,000 more), nukes 
(unclear), and citing the broad 
support Barbaro's campaign is 
getting from almost all the 
union leadership and 
important "minority" groups 
like the Black United Front. 

social change through the 
Democratic party? This was 
the axis of an hour discussion. 

The delegates voted. A few 
agreed with Todd, a few 
abstained, but most thought 
Barbaro progressive, relative to 
Koch, who is widely despised, 
and voted for him. 

While many major news 
interview shows and regular 
news programs are exempt 
from the law, thousands of 
other shows aren't. Over the 
years the Socialist Workers 
Party has successfully won 
many equal time spots for their 
candidates, and enabled 
socialist candidates to 
participate in the campaign 
debates organized by TV and 
radio. As well, editorial 
commentaries, which up until 
now can be answered by 
socialists, unionists, civil rights 
activists, or anybody else, 
would be eliminated if Fowler's 
proposal goes through. 

The first hearings on 
Pennsylvania's Abortion 
Control bills were held in 
Philadelphia on September 9. 
The City Hall room was 
packed, with people sitting in 
the aisles, standing four or five 
deep at the back and 
overflowing into the hallway. 

My local set a precedent 
among New York's unions this 
·year by inviting all the 
candidates to appear in person 
to present their views. Only 
Wells Todd, the Socialist 
Workers Party candidate, came 
by. He spoke to some fifty 
people. 

If Barbaro has all this 
support then what do we need 
the Democrats for, Todd asked? 
We should start our own party 
he said, one that we form and 
that we control. 

People are not won to the 
idea of a class break with the 
Democratic party overnight. 
But I am sure a lot of sisters 
and brothers are thinking 
about it. Judging by the response to 

the speakers, supporters of 
abortion rights well out
numbered supporters of the 
bills, which would put 
formidable obstacles in the way 
of women wanting an abortion. 
In the morning session, 
speakers against the bills 
included spokespersons for 
Christian churches and the 
American Jewish Congress, as 
well as a member of a medical 
task force on teenagers. 

Barbaro, who is trying to 
knock two of his Democratic 
opponents off the primary 

Michael Smith 
New York, New York 

Our party is your party 
THE MILITANT is the voice of the 

Socialist Workers Party. 
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of U.S. Politics: Building a Party of Socialist 

In his motivation for 
elimination of the laws, Mr. 
Fowler says that there was 
simply nothing in this age of 
mass communication and 
media diversity "to justify the 
burden of a fairness doctrine on 
free expression." 

At noon, while many people 
stayed at the hearings, 
hundreds more came to City 
Hall to demonstrate against 
the bills during their lunch 
hour. Among the signs was a 
striking graphic display by the 
Philadelphia Arts Squad on the 
theme: "Keep your hands out of 
my body." 

IF YOU AGREE with what you've 
read, you should join us in 
fighting for a world without 
war, racism, or exploitation-a 
socialist world. 

Workers at $7.95 each. Enclosed is$. __ _ 
D Please send memore information. 

Name -------------------------------
Address ______________ __ 
City ______________ __ 
State ______ _ Zip 

JOIN THE SWP. Fill out this coupon 
and mail it today. 

Telephone 
Union/Schooi/Org. 
SWP, 14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 

This attack on the FCC 
equal time provisions is but 
another part of the Reagan and 

Eileen Gersh 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

The Great Society 

Philosophical--"Unfortunately, in 
underground mines there are always go
ing to be accidents"-Sen. Harrison 
Schmitt (R-N.M.), initiator of the pro
posal to slash federal mine inspection 
budget by 50 percent. 

Bon apetit--Montana wheat fields 
were sprayed with a pesticide so deadly 
that a quarter ounce will kill a person. 
Smaller doses produce brain damage, 
etc. With a high level of the stuff found 
among game fowl, officials considered 
closing the hunting season. Instead they 
recommended trimming the fat off birds 
and only eating one every other day. 

Figures don't lie, but . . . --West 
German officials say nuclear reactors 
are safer than autos. According to their 
figures, people living in the area of a 
reactor have one chance in a quarter 
million of getting killed in a car crash, 
and only one in a hundred million of dy
ing from radiation. 

Political principles--Campaign 
strategists for Carter and Reagan 
agreed that Carter was considered the 
worst president yet, but Reagan was 
feared as a cold-hearted warmonger. So 
the strategy for Reagan included calling 

JOINTHESWP 

Harry Ring 

his advocacy of military buildup "Rea
gan's Peace Plan" and referring to the 
arms race as the need to reestablish a 
"margin of safety." 

Bright future--As increasing 
numbers of Americans reach sixty-five, 
Wall Street is getting interested in con
tact lens companies featuring lens im~ 
plants in cataract cases. Research indi
cates that one out of every two people 
living beyond sixty-five will develop at 
least one cataract. 

Situation normal . . .--During the 
recent New York power failure it took 

/ 

many would be passengers a while to 
realize the trains weren't running. They 
simply assumed it was a normal subway 
breakdown. 

Soft and snobby--Leather is in with 
the "beautiful people." Calvin Klein is 
featuring pullovers at $520 and dresses 
for $1,200. Another fashion house is 
plugging "Siam pants" (?] at $1,000. 
And there's a snappy bolero blouse, 
$620. Leather is lightweight and practi
cal says one designer, who adds, "There 
is also the snob factor. It's expensive, it's 
luxurious .. . " 
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THE MILITANT 
South Africa rugby tour 
hit by antiracist protests 

By Melvin Chappell 
ALBANY, New York-Nearly 1,500 

opponents of racism came out into the 
streets here, September 22, defying 
freezing rain and ignoring the threats of 
violence that the media had been circu
lating for days. Their protest was aimed 
at the South African Springbok rugby 
team that was in Albany to play a match 
against the Eastern Rugby Union. 

The Springbok team has been on a 
U.S. tour to soften the image of the ra
cist regime in South Africa whose apart
heid policies oppress 80 percent of the 
country's population, which is Black. 

Cuba officials 
barred by U.S. 
The U.S .. government greets rugby 

players from apartheid South Africa 
with open arms. But Cuban officials, 
invited to speak at a trade seminar, 
didn't re~;eive the same welcome. 
- Cuba, you see, has given its support 
to antiracist and pro-independence 
forces in Africa. Its troops helped the 
Angolan people drive back a 1975 in
vasion by the racist South African 
government. 

Four Cuban officials were invited to 
speak at a trade symposium, "The 
U.S. and Cuba: Prospects for Dia
logue." It is being organized by 
members of the House and Senate and 
academic figures, many of whom fa
vor an end to the twenty-one-year-old 
trade embargo against Cuba. 

A feature of the symposium is a 
public debate on the question "Should 
the United States Re-open Trade and 
Diplomatic Relations with Cuba?" 

A State Department official said 
that under the Immigration and Nat
uralization Act the executive branch 
of the government can deny visas to 
guests on the grounds of"foreign poli
cy." He said the U.S. government was 
opposed to "Cuban intervention in 
Central America, Africa, and else
where." 

In short, the administration says: 
Racists welcome. Antiracists, keep 
out. 

The Albany game was at first can
celled by Gov. Hugh Carey. He said that 
he had confidential information that a 
slated protest would lead to "imminent 
danger of riot." · 

The Eastern Rugby Union and the 
American Civil Liberties Union ob
tained a court order overturning Carey's 
ban. 

The "threat" of violence was heavily 
promoted by the local press and by the 
cops when the game was rescheduled. 
Newspaper articles printed headlines 
that read: "Fear calls on stadium neigh
bors" and "Security Units gird for 
game." 

The tension was heightened when a 
bomb went off in the building housing 
the office of the Eastern Rugby Union. 
This was in the early morning on the 
day of the match. Immediately after
ward, four organizers of the anti-apart
heid protest were arrested. They are 
still being held without bail · for poses
s ion of weapons and marijuana. 

The attempt to smear the planned 
demonstration as being violent prone 
was designed to discourage people from 
participating. The Albany cops even re
fused to give protection to the protes
ters. 

Despite the smear campaign and the 
freezing rain, some 500 people turned 
out the evening of the game for a rally at 
the steps of the state capitol. Clara Sat
terfield, of the Albany NAACP, told the 
crowd: "Your participation in this dem
onstration shows to the entire world 
that we in Albany are willing to make a 
public statement about our position on 
those policies of the U.S. government 
that give validity to this regime in 
South Africa. A regime that has dedicat
ed itself to maintaining white supre
macy." 

The representative of the National 
Black Independent Political Party 
(NBIPP), Manning Marable, pointed out 
that it's a lie to say sports has nothing to 
do with politics. He pointed to Carter's 
boycott of the Olympics to protest Soviet 
troops in Afghanistan. 

Among the other speakers was Alan 
Mead, first regional vice-president of 
the Civil Service Employees Associa
tion. 

At the end of the rally the protesters 
marched two miles to Bleeker stadium 

where the rugby match was to be held. 
With the chants of"Freedom yes! Apart
heid no! The rugby tour has got to go," 
they marched through the rain with 
umbrellas, placards and a fifteen foot 
banner leading the way that declared: 
"Black Majority Rule in South Africa." 

The march was later joined by a con
tingent of students from the State Uni
versity of New York (SUNY). 

When the marchers reached the stadi
um there was already a picket line of 
100 people that had been in progress for 
several hours. 

Albany City Alderman Nebraska 
Brace said the turnout was particularly 
impressive because of the uncertainty 
created by Carey's cancellation of the 
game and the court reversal. 
· Dennis Brutus, a Black South African 
fighting against a deportation order, 
told the crowd, "You are not only send
ing a message to the racists in Pretoria, 
you are also sending a message to the 
racists in Washington who support the 
racism in South Africa." 

The other speakers included Rev. 
Brian O'Shaunessy, Adeyemi Bandele of 
the National Black United Front, and 
Elombe Braith of the NBIPP. 

The noted folk singer Pete Seeger per
formed. 

The rally was sponsored by the Capit
ol District Coalition Against Apartheid 
and the Stop Apartheid Rugby Tour 
(SART). Other participants included 
church groups, student organizations, 
Urban League, Young Socialist Al
liance, Communist Workers Party, Irish 
Coalition, Peace and Justice Commis
sion of the Catholic Diocese, Vietnam 
Vets of America, Citizens Party, Com
munist Party, and many others. 

* * * 
Three days e~rlier, on September 19, 

the Midwest Rugby Union was forced to 
move the game between the Springboks 
and the Midwest All Stars team from 
the planned location in Chicago to a se
cret one in Racine, Wisconsin, following 
picketing, a protest of 400 in Chicago, 
and the decision by the city council not 
to have the game there. 

But a busload of protesters found out 
the location anyway and picketed, along 

MilitanVLou Howort 
D.C. demonstrator echoes thousands of 
antiapartheid protestors here and 
abroad. 

with residents who live near the field in 
the Black community. 

Local city official Marvin Happel and 
Black community leader Joe Harris 
were arrested for walking onto the field 
to protest while the game was in prog
ress. 

Following the arrest, the Racine 
NAACP called a meeting of 500 to de
mand that charges be dropped. 

The Springboks are scheduled to play 
one more match before leaving the coun
try. The site of that match is also being 
kept secret. 

Thousands say no to Diablo Canyon nuke 
By Suzanne Haig claiming "Locals against Diablo Can- & E denied its proximity to a fault line. and produces defective RNA and DNA 

With utter disregard for the safety of yon" and "Another family against Di- Since then, documents have revealed in cells. 
area residents, the Nuclear Regulatory ablo Canyon." • the company and the NRC knew about Physicians have found that radiation-
Commission voted unanimously Sep- Meanwhile, after eight days of pro- the_ fault but kept it secret: Now they caused cell mutations contribute to lo-
tember 21 to grant the Pacific Gas and tests by antinuclear activists from claim that the plant could Withsta_nd an wered life expectancy, decreased fertili-
Electric Company (PG & E) a prelimi- around the country, 1,453 people have earthquake of up to 7.5 on the Richter ty, an increase in physical and mental 
nary license to operate the first of two been arrested as of September 22. scale. disease, and an alarming increase in in-
nuclear reactors at Diablo Canyon near The protesters, who are seeking to Can we believe them now? After their fant death rates. 
San Luis Obispo, California. blockade the plant to prevent it from op- lies? After Three Mile Island? 

The license allows the company to be- ening, are being punished by state au- Experts, moreover, have indicated 
gin low-pcwer testing of the reactor thorities because of their concern for the that the Hosgri fault could produce an 
within two weeks, at up to 5 percent of safety of the population. earthquake of 8.0 on the Richter scale. 
its total capacity. Why are townspeople protesting? The plarlt also has the same dangers 

The deci sion was made despite the Why are activists risking arrest to keep besetting all reactors. The tons of rtt-
protests of thousands of area residents Diablo Canyon shut down? dioactivewastesproducedatDiabloCan-
and antinuclear activists. The plant_ sits two-and-a-half miles yon would include extremely toxic ele-

On September 20, more than 5,000 from the Hosgri earthquake fault, ments like plutonium that must be iso-
people from the area, some with babies, which is not only active, but is the larg- lated from humans for hundreds of thou-
marched past the gates of the plant in est branch of the massive San Andreas sands of years. 
support of an antinuclear blockade or- fault that runs half the length of Cali- Plants like Diablo Canyon routinely 
ganized by the Abalone Alliance. Dem- fornia. release radiation into the air and water. 
onstrators waved banners and signs pro- When the site was chosen in 1966, PG The radiation penetrates into the body 

But just as the Reagan administra
tion has shown complete indifference 
when lowering the living standards of 
working people, Washington also is un
concerned about our safety. Big busi
ness's profits come first. 

The administration wants to go ahead 
with licensing new plants and expand
ing the nuclear industry, regardless of 
the C<:j.tastrophic dangers involved. 

Opening Diablo Canyon will mean 
starting up still . another ticking time 
bomb. 




