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By Fred Feldman

Escalating the drive toward war against Iran,
President Carter granted the shah sanctuary at
Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas.

This followed the Mexican government’s refusal
November 29 to readmit the deposed tyrant, whose
proven record of murder, torture, and theft have
made him hated by working people around the
world.

The granting of sanctuary is a step toward giving
this criminal permanent asylum in the United
States.

While pretending to seek the release of the hos-
tages, Carter keeps the crisis boiling by refusing to
return the ex-shah to Iran for trial. That simple act
would produce instant freedom for the fifty Ameri-
cans in the embassy.

Instead, administration officials are fabricating
war propaganda about the treatment of the hos-
tages. On December 4 the administration charged—
without presenting a shred of evidence—that hos-
tages “have been threatened with execution if they
fail to cooperate.”

Students occupying the embassy angrily denied
the slander.

Their assertion that the hostages are well treated
is supported by everyone who has visited the
embassy as well as by the public statements of the
hostages who were released.

Administration officials hinted that released hos-
tages were the sources of Carter’s claim. But not a
single freed hostage was quoted to support it.

To make sure that no former hostage contradicts
the accusation, the Carter administration has pres-
sured them to keep silent. They were subjected to
intensive “decompression” at army bases in West
Germany in an effort to get them to retract calls for
the return of the ex-shah to Iran.

Carter’s recent actions—including a steady drum-
fire of threats that Iran will be attacked even if the

hostages are released—are a crude effort to provoke
harm to the embassy personnel. Carter thinks the
death of hostages would win popular support for
war moves against the Iranian people.

Twenty-one U.S. warships, including two alrcraft
carriers, have been sent to the Arabian Sea in
preparation for an attack on Iran. Two more air-
craft carriers attached to the U.S. Sixth Fleet have
been ordered to stand ready in the Mediterranean.

But Carter’s push toward war is making little
headway among American working people. Gov-
ernment-inspired rightist demonstrations that mo-
nopolized the headlines at the start of the crisis
have been increasingly overshadowed by antiwar
rallies, teach-ins, and polls showing overwhelming
opposition to U.S. military action.

More and more Americans recognize that the
Iranians have a point in calling for extradition of a
man whose reign brought suffering, poverty, and
death to so many.

Opposition to Carter’s support of the shah is so
widespread that it breached the solid front that
Democratic and Republican politicians tried to
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SEATTLE—Hundreds demonstrate at University of Washington No-
vember 28. Action was part of growing wave of protests against U.S. war
threats. See pages 6-13.

present in favor of the war drive.

In a December 2 campaign speech in Los Angeles,
Sen. Edward Kennedy described the shah’s reign as
“one of the most violent regimes in the history of
mankind—in the form of terrorism and the basic
and fundamental violations of human rights, in the
most cruel circumstances, to his own people.”

“How do we justify,” he continued, *“. . . accept-
ing that individual because he would like to come
here and stay here with his umpteen billions of
dollars that he’s stolen from Iran.” In an appeal
particularly directed at the Chicano community
Kennedy contrasted the red carpet treatment given
the shah with the harassment meted out to Mexi-
cans who seek work in this country.

Kennedy’s statements provoked outraged howls
by politicians and the media. He responded by
backpedaling slightly, stressing his support to
Carter’s phony efforts to win release of the hos-
tages. But he repeated his opposition to giving the
ex-shah asylum in the U.S.

Some of Kennedy’s critics pointed out his past

Continued on page 5
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U.S. out of
Puerto Rico!

Responsibility for the deaths of two navy
personnel in Puerto Rico December 3 falls
squarely on the U.S. government’s brutal
colonial repression of the island.

The ambush of the navy bus by a clandes-
tine group was an expression of the rage
created among the Puerto Rican people by
eighty years of U.S. occupation of their coun-
try and disregard for their rights.

The group that carried out the attack de-
clared that it was in response to three killings
of Puerto Rican activists at Washington’s
hands. .

One was Angel Rodriguez Cristobal, who
was found hanged in a Tallahassee, Florida,
prison last month. Authorities said it was
“suicide,” but could not explain a gash on his
forehead or a bruise on his temple.

Rodriguez Cristébal was among a group of
demonstrators jailed for protesting U.S. Navy
use of the Puerto Rican island of Vieques as a
shelling ground.

The other two died in July 1978 when Puerto
Rican police ambushed three people. As the
December 4 Newark Star Ledger blandly re-
called, “Two of the three were killed, and the
third turned out to be a police undercover
agent who led them into the trap.”

Each of these deaths clearly warrants a full-
scale federal investigation. Yet none have been
forthcoming.

Vieques has come to be a major symbol of
U.S colonial rule over Puerto Rico.

Claiming to own 80 percent of Vieques, the
navy is continuing to bomb and shell the
. island for “practice” despite the mounting
protest of the Puerto Rican people.
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The lives of the people of Vieques have been
totally disrupted and the livelihood of Vieques
fishermen impaired.

Despite the broad protests, the navy remains
adamant. In response to the death of the two
young navy people, Rear Admiral Arthur
Knoizen declared the navy had no intention of
giving up its firing range. “If they think they
will drive us out of Vieques with this action,”
he belligerently asserted, “they had better
think again.”

What is at stake, clearly, is not the need for
a firing range. The admiral’s hard-nosed stand
is a measure of U.S. response to mounting
independence sentiment among Puerto Ricans.
Washington is determined to resist the nation-
alist aspirations of the Puerto Rican people by
any means necessary.

Because the United States rulers are so
determined to hang on to their colony, it will
take a massive movement of the Puerto Rican
people to achieve independence.

It will not be done by underground grouplets
engaging in such acts as the assault on the
navy bus.

Such actions are counterproductive. They
permit the U.S. rulers to shift responsibility for
violence from themselves onto the Puerto
Rican people, the better to justify new repres-
sion.

Already, it is reported, the Puerto Rican big-
business news media ar& trying to whip up a
campaign of hysteria against the entire inde-
pendence movement.

There is a simple way to end violence in
Puerto Rico. Washington should withdraw its
4,000 occupation troops and permit the Puerto
Rican people to determine their own destiny.

Korea crackdown

The new regime in South Korea carried out a
series of arrests at the end of November,
jailing 189 people. These included student
protesters and most of the best known figures
in church and intellectual circles who have
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~ to take over the oil industry and open its books. Page 15.

The ‘Militant’ replies to readers’ questions. Page 16.

criticized continued suppression of demo-
cratic rights. In addition, three dissident jour-
nalists and an undisclosed number of other
critics had been arrested earlier, under strict
martial law regulations that were continued in
force after dictator Park Chung Hee was slain
on October 26 by his own secret police chief.

The new regime, headed by acting president
Choi Kyu Hah and martial law commander
Chung Seung Hwa—the top government and
army officials under Park—reneged on its
earlier promise to release political prisoners
jailed by Park and announced that martial
law will continue for an indefinite period.

The new Korean strongmen also announced
that elections would be put off for a year. In
the meantime a ‘“caretaker” regime will be
selected by the 2,561-person electoral college, a
rubber-stamp body set up by dictator Park.

The course that the new Korean regime has
charted is clear. As the arrested Korean protes-
ters said in their statement, the regime has
launched “a clear challenge to democracy and
an attempt to extend dictatorial powers.”

Washington bears full responsibility for the
continued suppression of the Korean people.

U.S. Secretary of State Cyrus Vance flew to
Korea immediately after Park was killed and
held consultations with Park’s successors. He
stressed that Washington’s chief concern was
“the preservation of stability”’—codewords for
the repressive actions the new rulers are
taking to stem the growing demands for demo-
cratic rights.

In fact, U.S. officials took the unusual step
of publicly endorsing the plan for a ‘“care-
taker” regime that would function under the
old dictatorial constitution.

And the U.S. position was backed up, after
Park was killed, by the demonstrative alert of
38,000 U.S. troops stationed in South Korea.

American working people have no interest in
these moves to prop up the successors of the
hated and discredited Park dictatorship.

Our interests lie with the Korean working
people, peasants, students, and intellectuals
who want their democratic rights.

U.S. troops out of Korea now!
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By Fred Feldman

In his November 28 news conference
President Carter tried to fire up hatred
of Iran by claiming that “innocent
Americans” were being “abused” by
the Iranian students holding the U.S.
Embassy.

The news media here portray the
fifty U.S. personnel as though they
were working people like you or me
who just happened to be in the wrong
place at the wrong time.

That picture doesn’t fit most of the
hostages.

The students occupying the embassy
say they have found documents that
prove the hostages were spies and the
embassy was a “spy center” that bears
responsibility for many of the shah’s
crimes.

They say that the embassy contin-
ued to be a center for conspiracies
against the revolution after the shah
fled. Carter’s decision to admit the
deposed tyrant added to the evidence
that the U.S. rulers were plotting to
restore him to the throne.

And the students have begun to
prove their case. They published a
letter from U.S. charge d’affaires L.
Bruce Laingen in which he asked that
Malcolm Kalp and William Daugher-
ty—two of the hostages—be given
“cover” because of “great sensitivity
locally to any hint of CIA activity.”

The students say Daugherty has
admitted his CIA ties.

Imam Ruhollah Khomeini endorsed
the students’ charges. While going
ahead with plans_ to try the embassy
personnel and prove their charges to
the world, the students stress that all
will be released when the shah is
returned to Iran for trial.

U.S. doesn’t deny charges

For all of Carter’s demagogy about
“innocent” hostages, the U.S. govern-
ment doesn’t deny the charges.

“The White House and the State
Department have refused to comment
directly on that accusation,” reported
Bernard Gwertzman in the November
20 New York Times. “Instead they
have insisted that the charge was
irrelevant because even if some em-
ployees were engaged in intelligence-
gathering functions their diplomatic
immunity barred them from trial.”

Carter is trying to swing public
opinion behind a U.S. military attack
on Iran if the hostages are even tried—
regardless of what such an attack
would mean for their fate.

One aim of the threats is to intimi-
date the Iranians from presenting the
evidence they have accumulated.

Some U.S. officials try to defend U.S.
spying in Iran. After all, they say, all
governments use their embassies to
“gather intelligence.” But U.S. person-
nel in Iran and elsewhere are hardly
limited to such scholarly pursuits.

Behind spy charges:
U.S. Embassy vs. Iranian people

Iranian students 'pray during occupation of U.S. Embassy. American personnel at
thirty-three-acre embassy compound did a lot more than process visas.

In many countries dominated by
U.S. economic interests, the U.S. em-
bassy and spy agencies operating
under cover of “diplomatic immunity”
are often more powerful than local
governments themselves.

This was true in Laos, where U.S.
“ambassador” William Sullivan and
his staff organized and ran a secret air
war against Pathet Lao rebels.
Hundreds of thousands of tons of U.S.
bombs devasted the Laotian country-

side, killing hundreds of thousands of
people. Washington carried this out in
complete violation of international law
and treaties.

‘Destabilization’ in Chile
When governments in Asia, Africa,
and Latin America escape from U.S.
control, U.S. embassies take on differ-
ent tasks. Their job is to “destabilize”
the government and help bring in a
regime more amenable to the orders

dished out by embassy personnel

That’s what happened in Chile after
Salvador Allende was elected president
in 1970. The embassy and its “diplo-
matic” staff funnelled money to oppo-
sition groups and forged close ties with
right-wing generals.

The embassy’s work bore fruit in
September 1973 when General Pin-
ochet led a military coup that resulted
in the murder of Allende and thou-
sands of Chilean working people.

The Iranian people have had a lot of
grim experience with the “intelligence-
gathering” U.S. Embassy and its “in-
nocent” employees.

In 1953, the masses in Iran rose up
against the shah and he fled the coun-
try. The U.S. oil magnates wanted the
shah back on the throne. So the CIA—
operating through its agents at the
embassy and elsewhere—put together
a military conspiracy that brought
down the new regime in August. The
shah returned and began a twenty-
five-year reign of terror.

CIA employees organized SAVAK,
the shah’s dreaded secret police force
that terrorized Iranians for two de-
cades.

Some 40,000 U.S. advisers helped
run the shah’s army, which gunned
down 60,000 Iranians in the last year
of the shah’s regime.

When the shah fell, an embassy staff
of 1,000 was left—a remnant of the
force that had overseen every detail of

Iranian life from the torture of poets to
Continued on page §

Students occupying the U.S. Em-
bassy in Tehran distributed copies of
a telex message proving that two of
the embassy hostages—William
Daugherty and Malcolm Kalp—have
CIA ties.

The message was addressed to the
U.S. secretary of state and signed
“Laingen.” That’s L. Bruce Laingen,
the U.S. charge d’affaires in Iran.

“I concur in assignments Malcolm
Kalp and William Dougherty as
demonstrated reftels,” it begins.

“With opportunity available to us
in the sense that we are starting
from a clean slate in S.R.F. coverage
at this mission, but with regard also
for the great sensitivity locally to
any hint of C.I.A. activity, it is of
the highest importance that the
cover be the best we can come up
with. Hence there is no question as
to the need for second and third
secretary titles for these two officers.
We must have it.”

Students nail CIA men at embassy

Such titles are used to place CIA
operatives under the protection of
diplomatic immunity.

The message goes on to recom-
mend holding to the “present total of
four S.R.F. officers.”

Asked what SRF meant, the stu-
dents admitted they didn’t know.
“Ask the CIA,” they suggested.

The December 2 New York Times
reported that SRF means ‘“special
reporting facility” and that it “refers
to an office in embassies that is
usually staffed by C I.A. ana-
lysts. . . .”

Perhaps the most tantahzlng pas-
sage in the message was the follow-
ing:

“We are making effort to limit
knowledge within emb of all S.R.F.
assignments; that effort applies par-
ticularly to Daugherty, pursuant to
new program of which he is a pro-
duct and about which I have been
informed” (emphasis added).

Laingen ends on a worried note: “I
suppose I need not mind the depart-
ment that the old and apparently
insoluble problem of R designation
for S.R.F. officers will inevitably
complicate and to some degree
weaken our cover efforts locally no
matter how much we work at it.”
The message was marked for distri-
bution through “Roger channel.”

According to the December New
York Times, this may only be the
beginning of the students’ revela-
tions. “They also distributed a book-
let in Persian and English of the
documents they had previously re-
leased, several of which appeared to
show that the United States had
been considering admitting the shah
at least as early as July, three
months before he entered a New
York hospital for medical treat-
ment.”

Washington has not disputed the
accuracy of any of the documents
released by the Iranian students.
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Nicaragua tackles illiteracy, revolution’s enemy

By Nancy Cole

While Democratic and Republican
officials are cutting back on education
funds despite studies showing an as-
tounding 23,000,000 Americans are
functional illiterates, the poor, war-
torn nation of Nicaragua has launched
a literacy drive as its top priority.

The National Literacy Campaign is
aimed at teaching more than 800,000
Nicaraguans to read and write. More
than 200,000 volunteers are expected to
participate in the teaching brigades.

The Somoza dictatorship not only
imposed bloody repression and poverty
on the people of Nicaragua, but it
denied them education, culture, and
any kind of social welfare. All money
Somoza and his crew could lay their
hands on went directly into their own
pockets.

Thus the illiteracy rate at the time
Somoza fled in July was 65 percent,
and even higher in many areas, espe-
cially in the countryside.

Added to the classroom shortage
that already existed, severe damage
was done to schools and educational
equipment by the indiscriminate bomb-

of the FSLN leaders of Nica
ua, and other Sandinistas will be in
_United States for a friendship |
beginning December 7. |
he FSLN leaders will visit New
ork, Boston, Chicago, Madison |

Wisconsin), San Francisco, and |
; - o

ing by Somoza’s air force during the
civil war that ended in the dlctator 8
ouster.

In conjunction with the literacy cam-
paign, a national program is underway
to construct and repair schools in Nica-
ragua.

Illiteracy is viewed by the Sandi-
nista National Liberation Front
(FSLN) as an immediate enemy of the
Nicaraguan revolution.

All the mass organizations led by
the FSLN will be involved in the
literacy campaign—Sandinista De-
fense Committees, Sandinista Workers
Federation, ‘“Luisa Amanda Espinoza”
National Women’s Association, Na-
tional Association of Nicaraguan Edu-
cators, “Luis Alfonso Veldasquez” San-
dinista Children’s Association, and
others.

On November 18, reported the FSLN
daily Barricada, thousands of young
people met for the First National Gath-
ering of Nicaraguan Youth. Organized
by the July 19 Sandinista Youth, the
meeting’s central slogan was: “We won
in the insurrection, we will win in the
literacy campaign.”

The Ministry of Education has even
called upon Nicaraguan composers to
use their talents to aid the literacy
drive with songs about the campaign.
The ministry is sponsoring a contest
for amateur composers.

A demonstration and fiesta wel-
comed 100 Cuban teachers when they
arrived in the city of Le6n last month
to aid the literacy drive.

“We have come to share with you the
needs, poverty, and calamities,” Teresa
Draker from the “General Augusto
César Sandino” teachers contingent
told the crowd. “We are willing to work
and to reconstruct this city. We have
come to show you the love of the
Cuban people. We are willing to work
with you day and night.”

In all, more than 1,000 Cuban
teachers will spend two years in Nica-
ragua. At the send-off in San Antonio
de los Bafios for the second contingent,
Cuban President Fidel Castro told the
teachers, “The country has suffered a
great deal of destruction and they are

Somozaists go on trial

By Pedro Camejo
MANAGUA—The Sandinista-led
government of Nicaragua has an-
nounced the creation of a special court
to try 7,000 members of Somoza’s
National Guard and other Somozaists.

It is expected that the trials of these
torturers, murderers, and thieves—who
ran Nicaragua with Washington’s
blessing until last July—will begin
later in December.

The prisoners will be guaranteed all
legal rights, including the right of
appeal, that were denied to the Nicara-
guan masses during Somoza’s forty-
five years of tyrannical rule.

On November 29, Humberto Ortega,
head of the Sandinista People’s Army
(EPS), and EPS Commander Luis Car-
rion held a news conference here.
Among the issues they addressed was
the series of provocations in November
by the right-wing government in
neighboring Honduras. These included
border incursions into Nicaragua,
flights over Nicaraguan territory by
the Honduran air force, and harass-
ment of Nicaraguan diplomatic offi-
cials in Honduras.

The Nicaraguan government has
sent delegations to Honduras and El
Salvador to try to maintain peaceful
relations with the governments of
these two countries.

Oretega and Carrién said that the
EPS is prepared to defend Nicaragua
against any attempted invasion.

They reiterated the FSLN’s policy of
basing defense on the Nicaraguan-
workers and peasants. Along with
efforts to train and equip the EPS as a
professional army, they said, the
FSLN is speeding up preparations to
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begin forming a popular militia based
in the workplaces and on the mass
organizations.

Although the enemies of the revolu-
tion may be stronger militarily, Ortega
said, “They cannot conquer us.”

At the press conference, Ortega also
commented on instances of undisci-
plined activity by EPS personnel, in-
cluding unauthorized executions of
some Somozaist prisoners. He said the
EPS was investigating charges of such
abuses and taking preventive mea-
sures.

Ortega announced an educational
campaign to raise the political level of
EPS members. Some 20 percent of the
ranks are now illiterate, so the EPS
has organized its own literacy cam-
paign alongside the nationwide liter-
acy drive.

Pointing to a serious problem imped-
ing recovery of the Nicaraguan econ-
omy, Carri6n said that some 300,000 of
Nicaragua’s stock of 3 million cattle
have been illegally smuggled out of the
country over the past few months. In
just one two-week period, he reported,
some eighty shipments of contraband
were stopped along the Honduran
border, and 434 people have been de-
tained.

Also on November 29, the Govern-
ment of National Reconstruction an-
nounced a special public works cam-
paign to create jobs for the un-
employed. Some 33 percent of Nicara-
guans are jobless.

The program will be directed by a
council of trade union and government
officials. Among the contemplated pro-
jects are a flood control program in
Managua and a new road from Le6n to
Managua.

One hundred Cuban teachers arrive in Ledn

in need of widespread international
cooperation. Remember that on July 26
we made an appeal, a challenge, to
send aid to Nicaragua. It’s true that
aid is being sent, but it’s not enough to
meet the country’s needs.”

Castro explained that it was impera-
tive that every Nicaraguan child have
a chance to attend school, even if some
classrooms were set up under a tree or
inside a hut, explained the November
25 Granma. More than 29,000 teachers

‘Barricada

gua, he said.

The U.S. solidarity movement has
pledged to aid the literacy drive by
immediately collecting 275,000 yards
of fabric for uniforms for the literacy
workers in Nicaragua.

At the November 17-18 national sol-
idarity conference in Detroit, FSLN
representatives explained that with the
fabric they hope to reopen a clothing
factory abandoned by the Somozaists
and provide work for some of Nicara-

had applied for the mission in Nicara-

gua’s many unemployed.

Solidarity

with
Nicaragual

Letter sent to 500 Bay Area unions

A letter initiated by Walter Johnson, president of Department Store
Employees Local 1100, has gone out to 500 unions in the northern
California Bay Area. The mailing included a leaflet advertising the
December 8 “Labor/Community Rally for Emergency Aid to Nicaragua”
in San Francisco and a brochure directed toward trade unionists printed
by Casa Nicaragua, the Bay Area solidarity group.

In addition to Johnson, the letter is signed by Jack Weintraub,
president of Teamsters Local 85; Curtis McClain, international secretary-
treasurer of International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union;
Dave Jenkins, legislative representative for San Francisco ILWU; J. B.
Martin, Automotive Machinists Local 1305; Hilding Martinson, United
Electrical Workers Local 1412; and Vince Courtney, Service Employees
International Union Local 400.

During the week of December 3, the Nicaraguan consulate organized
several meetings for Rafael Solis, Nicaraguan ambassador to the White
House, with unionists and Latino organizations in the Bay Area. This
included a “labor breakfast” December 5 hosted by the ILWU.

100 attend film showing on Maryland campus

The Latin American Student Union at the University of Maryland in
College Park sponsored a showing of the film Nicaragua: September—
1978 on November 29. More than 100 people attended the showing and
heard a talk by David Funkhouser, coordinator of the National Network
in Solidarity with the Nicaraguan People.

Network tables at national gatherings

Activists from the National Network set up tables at two national
meetings in Washington, D.C., on the weekend of November 16—at the
AFL-CIO convention and at the Democratic Agenda Conference. Names
of unionists from across the country interested in organizing solidarity
activity were collected.

Nicaragua: September—1978 was shown as part of the labor film series
during the AFL-CIO convention sponsored by the International Associa-
tion of Machinists and the Democratic Socialist Organizing Committee.

Ann Arbor benefit concert

The Ann Arbor Nicaraguan Solidarity Committee sponsored a benefit
concert and poetry reading at the University of Michigan November 18.
About $230 was raised for the Nicaraguan literacy drive.

Available from the Network

Fund-raising brochures, poetry pamphlets, reprints, and films are
available from the National Network in Solidarity with the Nicaraguan
People. Solidarity groups, unions, and other groups can rent the film

. Nicaragua: September—1978, and rent or buy ($50) a slide show, Nicara-

gua: A People in Struggle, which also includes a thirty-minute cassette
recording.
A new brochure will soon be available detailing the literacy drive and
what the U.S. solidarity movement can do to support it.
Contact the Natignal Network at 1322 Eighteenth Street NW, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20036; telephone (202) 223-2328.
—Nancy Cole




‘The tide is turning’

Militant sales key in debate on Iran

By Peter Seidman

For an entire month, the big-
business politicians and news media
have been doing their best to create
racist, prowar, anti-Iranian hysteria
among working people in the United
States.

Members of the Socialist Workers
Party and Young Socialist Alliance
have been on a counter-campaign to
answer the government’s lies and orga-
nize protests against Washington’s
war drive.

The socialists have stepped up sales
of their papers, the Militant and Pers-
pectiva Mundial. They have organized
picket lines, forums, and debates.

The response of working people has
not been patriotic frenzy, but debate,
discussion, and growing protest. Senti-
ment is going in a “send back the
shah” direction.

“People’s attitudes are changing,”
Andrea Doorack says. Doorack, a
member of International Union of
Electrical Workers Local 780, works at
the Friedrich Refrigeration Company
in San Antonio, Texas.

“Two weeks ago, after an antiwar
picket line here,” she explained, “there
was a lot of confusion and hostility at
the plant. In my department a sign
went up reading ‘Iranians go home.’”

But now the mostly Black and Chi-
cano workers at Friedrich’s are getting
angry about the shah, “and fearful
about the danger of war,” Doorack
adds. .
“When a local paper ran the head-
line ‘Kennedy says shah is a thief a
few days ago, it went up in the plant—
and stayed up,” she said.

A Militant subscriber and member of
the United Steelworkers at Capitol
Casting in Phoenix told Dan Fein that
“I sure wouldn’t die for the shah.”

Another steelworker there noted how
“it’s always the rich that make money
off war.”

Such antiwar sentiment runs deep,
Karen Newton, SWP organizer in New
Orleans, reports. “Workers at Avon-
dale Shipyard here, especially the
young workers—Black and white—are
talking about how they’ll go to jail
rather than fight.”

Soclalists are campaigning to answer Carter’s lies. Above, the ‘Militant was pictured
in ‘Detroit Free Press’ (left) and in 'El Diario-La Prensa,’ New York's Spanish-

language dalily.

But it’s not only younger workers
who feel this way.

One socialist at Westinghouse Air-
brake in Pittsburgh posted the Mili-
tant’s “Why die for the shah?” center-
spread on his tool box. A heated
discussion broke out among members
of the United Electrical Workers Union
there.

One older worker told another, “The
shah must go back. Not one drop of
American blood should be shed for
him.”

The second worker answered that
he’d “be willing to die.”

To which the first responded, “Sure,
you would. But I'm not willing to let
my son die.”

“The tide is turning in an antiwar
direction on campuses now,’ Twin
Cities SWP organizer Susan LaMont
reports.

“A socialist literature table at the
University of Minnesota was a beehive
of people talking about Iran. One stu-
dent wearing . an anti-Iran button
changed his mind after a twenty-
minute conversation,” LaMont said.

“Another person who bought a Mili-
tant came back later and bought four
more papers for his friends.”

Black students at Howard Univer-
sity and the University of the District
of Columbia in Washington, D.C., tell
us they have “more in common with

the Iranian people than with Carter
and the shah,” SWP organizer Jerry
Hunnicutt reports.

The work of socialists in circulating
the Militant and PM has made a
contribution to this shifting mood in
factories and on campuses.

¢ The SWP’s opposition to the U.S.
war drive was one of the lead stories
on the Channel 4 TV news in New
Orleans December 2. Viewers saw
former SWP gubernatorial candidate
Greg Nelson selling the Militant. A few
days earlier, Channel 4 broadcast an
editorial reply by Nelson blasting Car-
ter’s moves.

Another New Orleans station inter-
viewed participants in a Militant Fo-
rum on Iran November 28.

e In St. Louis, people who’d bought
the Militant started calling up the
Pathfinder bookstore for more informa-
tion on the SWP.

e Many cities report increased in-
dustrial sales. A Communications
Workers of America shop steward is
helping get out the Militant to co-
workers at the C&P Phone Company
in Washington, D.C.

But this progress is only a modest
beginning.

The response so far to the antiwar
campaign of the Militant and PM
underscores the key role that socialists

Iran meetings

FLORIDA

MIAMI

U.S. HANDS OFF IRAN! STOP RACIST DE-
PORTATIONS! Speaker: Héctor Marroquin,
member of Socialist Workers Party, seeking
political asylum in U.S. Wed., Dec. 12, 8 p.m.
8171 Northeast 2nd Ave. Donation: $1.50. Ausp:
Héctor Marroquin Defense Committee. For more
information call (305) 756-8358.

INDIANA

GARY
COMMUNITY SPEAKOUT ON IRAN. Wed.,
Dec. 12, 7 p.m. Glen Park Community Center,
3910 Broadway. Ausp: Calumet Committee
Against U.S. Intervention in iran. For more
information call (219) 884-9509.

MASSACHUSETTS

BOSTON

THE EVENTS IN IRAN: A PUBLIC FORUM.
Speakers: Richard Falk, professor at Princeton
Univ.; representative of Civil Liberties Union of
Massachusetts; others. Fri, Dec. 14, 7 p.m.
Arlington St. Church, 355 Boylston St. Ausp:
Boston Committee to Defend Iranian Students.
For more information call (617) 262-4620.

NEW JERSEY

NEWARK
STOP VICTIMIZATION OF IRANIANS. Speak-
ers: Shelley Davis, attorney for Socialist Workers
Party in suit challenging deportation of Iranians.
Sat., Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m. 11-A Central Ave. Dona-
tion: $1.50. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For
more information call (201) 643-3341.

PENNSYLVANIA

PITTSBURGH

SPEAKOUT ON IRAN. Speakers: Phil Carter,
chair of Western Pennsylvania Political Assem-
bly; Eric Davin, editor of Civil Liberties Record:;
Ellis Jefferson, vice-president, United Steel-
workers Local 1531; Jesse McDowell, Socialist
Workers Party and United Electrical Workers
Local 610; Liane Norman, professor at Univ. of
Pittsburgh; others. Fri., Dec. 7, 8 p.m. 1210 E.
Carson St. Donation: $1.50. Ausp: Militant Labor
Forum. For more information call (412) 488-7000.

have to play as discussions and pro-
tests unfold.

Branches of the SWP and YSA are
making sales a top priority. These
papers are weapons in the fight to
make sure the government’s war drive
continues to lose ground.

..shah

Continued from front page

record of support to the mass murderer. Kennedy
visited him in Iran in 1975. \

The blasts against Kennedy are really aimed at
intimidating American working people. Any criti-
cism of the shah is proclaimed to be unpatriotic and
disloyal.

The U.S. rulers fear that widening knowledge of
the shah’s crimes will cripple efforts to present the
hostages as the “only issue” in the Iran crisis. Any
national debate on the shah would quickly make it
clear that Washington’s real concern is not freeing
the hostages, but crushing the gains won by the
Iranian workers and farmers and reestablishing
U.S. economic and political dominance over Iran.

As opposition to war grows in the United States,
the Carter administration is also running into
problems internationally.

..embassy

Continued from page 3

He was succeeded by none other
than William Sullivan, fresh from his
murderous “intelligence-gathering” in

Demonstrations against U.S. embassies spread to
Kuwait, the Philippines, India, and Libya.

And four governments—Syria, Libya, Vietnam,
and Albania—have issued statements denouncing

the U.S. war drive against Iran and blaming the °

Carter administration for provoking the conflict.

Growing opposition to Carter’s course toward war
even found a dim reflection in the United Nations
Security Council—a faithful water-carrier for U.S.
imperialism on all important questions.

At the beginning of the crisis the Security Council
issued an unconditional call for the release of the
hostages—without any recognition of Iran’s grie-
vances against the shah. This gave the aura of
moral sanction to Carter’s military threats.

The new resolution adopted December 4 by the
Security Council helped Carter’s cover-up of U.S.
complicity with the shah’s crimes by focusing on
the demand for the release of the hostages. The
Stalinist regimes in both Moscow and Peking joined
in the cover-up.

heard defenses of

American working people
“innocent intel-
ligence-gathering” right here in the

But the resolution included no condemnation of
Iran. It nodded to growing international sympathy
for Iran by calling on the United States and Iran
“to resolve peacefully the remaining issues between
them to their mutual satisfaction”—a hint that Iran
may have some just grievances.

It urged “Iran and the United States to exercise
the utmost restraint,” indicating that it was not
openly endorsing U.S. military attack on Iran.

The failure of Carter’s war drive to gain ground at
home or abroad is a victory for working people the
world over. But the danger remains great that the
U.S. imperialists may try to recoup their losses
through some desperate military strike against
Iran.

Now is the time to step up educational and protest
activities that express the majority antiwar senti-
ment in the United States.

Extradite the shah!

Stop the racist deportations of Iranian students!

U.S. hands off Iran!

have Like Carter, the FBI tries to protect
its stable of criminals by claiming

“immunity” for them.

evicting poor peasants from their
homes. And all in the interests of the
big U.S. oil companies, the arms manu-
facturers, the banks, and their faithful
servant—the shah.

Gary Rowes of Iran

The U.S. ambassadors typified the
nature of the embassy’s activity. Until
1976 Richard Helms—former director
of the CIA and a specialist in illegal,
covert operations—was Washington’s
man in Tehran.
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Laos. Sullivan stood by the shah as
the monarch attempted to drown the
rising revolution in blood, and left
after the February insurrection.

Laingen’s role in protecting CIA
operations in Tehran places him in
this ugly tradition.

Given this record, is there any rea-
son to doubt that the U.S. rulers have
been trying to undermine the new
regime as they did when the shah left
in 1953 or when Allende came to power
in Chile?

United States. That’s how the FBI
tried to justify Cointelpro operations.
But these turned out to be something
else—burglaries, beatings, bombings,
forgeries, disruption, provocation, and
even murder directed at critics of the
government.

Gary Rowe, a typical FBI “in-
telligence-gatherer,” participated in
the murder of civil rights activist Viola
Liuzzo and helped organize brutal
beatings of Black and white freedom
riders in the South.

Is there any reason to think that the
Gary Rowes in the U.S. Embassy have
cleaner hands?

U.S. working people have no reason
to join Carter in trying to block the
trials of the U.S. Embassy personnel in
Tehran. We have an interest in giving
the students every opportunity to lay
out the full story of what the U.S.
government has been doing in Iran.

If past experience is any yardstick, it
will be a very educational experience.
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U.S. protests demand:
‘Send the shah back' No more Vietnams!’

Washington, D.C.
By Jerry Hunnicutt
WASHINGTON—Seven hundred
people marched in a demonstration
organized by Muslim students here
November 29. Marchers carried signs
reading, “Extradite the shah,” “No
more Vietnams,” and “No U.S. inter-
vention in Iran.”

A rally that followed, across the
street from the U.S. State Department,
was heckled by well-dressed right-
wingers who appeared to be depart-
ment employees. The hecklers chanted
racist obscenities.

Antiwar speakouts have taken place
at Howard University and the Univer-
sity of the District of Columbia.

Kahile Hill, student government
president at Howard, declared that
Black people have no interest in fight-
ing against the Iranian people. He said
a war would mean that Blacks would
be the first to go and the first to be
killed.

On December 1, the D.C. Committee
to Extradite the Shah held a march
and rally in downtown Washington.
Speakers included representatives of
the Socialist Workers Party and the
Revolutionary Workers Headquarters,
as well as Luis Fernandez, president of
the Latin American Student Union at
Georgetown University.

Newark

By Gale Shangold

NEWARK, N.J.—“Deport the Shah,
not the Iranian students” chanted
more than 150 students—mostly Black
and Iranian—as they marched from
Essex County College to the federal
building November 30.

Shoppers in the city’s downtown
area watched the march, some took
literature as the march passed by, and
others showed their solidarity with
shouts of “Yeah, send that shah back!”
Few observers voiced any hostility.

Akram Abdul-Majeed, ECC student
government president and a leader of
the march, said the group wants an
end to the deportation of Iranian stu-
dents and extradition of the shah to
Iran.

“The students who took the hostages
were reacting to the United States
harboring the shah,” he said. “The
return of one man can end all this.”

Atlanta
By Jean Savage
ATLANTA—A teach-in on Iran will
be held at a major Black community
church here December 8. The event is
co-sponsored by the Committee
Against Military Intervention in Iran
and the Free For All Baptist church.
Speakers will include Rev. W.J. Staf-
ford and Pastor Abdul Muhammad.

NEW YORK, Dec. 2—Chanting ‘Butcher shah must go,’ 500 people marched through
midtown Manhattan. Marchers carried signs reading ‘No war against Iran—send back
the shah’ and ‘U.S.-CIA hands off iran.

The teach-in begins at 2 p.m. at Free
For All Baptist Church, 2218 Candler
Road in Decatur.

On November 29 the two ministers
held a news conference to call for
sending the shah back to Iran. They
recounted his crimes and condemned
the long-time U.S. support to his dicta-
torship.

The Committee Against Military
Intervention in Iran has held two well-
publicized picket lines in downtown
Atlanta. It is circulating a fact sheet
on the shah’s atrocities and petitions
demanding no U.S. intervention and
an end to harassment of Iranians.

Cleveland
By Pat Wright

CLEVELAND—A hundred people,
nearly all of them Black, came to a
speakout November 28 at Cuyahoga
Community College (CCC). It was the
first Cleveland meeting called to pro-
test the war threats against Iran.

Speakers included Linda Watson,
national chairperson of the Third
World Student Coalition, who ap-
plauded the Iranian revolution as a
“turning point in the history of the
world”; Ted Brown of the Black Stu-
dents Union; Bangkola Ugundu of the
International Students Union at CCC;

John Roberts of the All African Peo-
ples Revolutionary Party; and Joanna
Misnik of the Socialist Workers Party.

Boston
By Anne Chase

BOSTON—Sixty people picketed Im-
migration and Naturalization Service
offices here December 3 under the
auspices of the Boston Committee to
Defend Iranian Students.

The picket line was covered by local
and national news media.

An earlier picket line at Boston
University was disrupted by right-
wing students and broken up by Bos-
ton cops. The committee will hold a
public meeting December 14 to bring
out the truth about the situation in
Iran and the brutality of the shah’s
rule.

Gary
By Mitchel Rosenberg

GARY, Ind.—“Send back the shah,”
“No more Vietnams,” chanted 25 oppo-
nents of U.S. intervention in Iran as
they picketed the Armed Forces Re-
cruiting Center December 3.

Organized by the Calumet Commit-
tee against U.S. Intervention in Iran
as an informational picket, the demon-
strators called for “No U.S. interven-
tion in Iran”; “Bring the shah to
justice”; and “Stop the deportations of
Iranian students.”

Passersby were almost unanimous in
expressing agreement that the shah
should be returned to Iran. Many
raised clenched fists or shouted sup-
port.

The following resolution was
adopted by the State Executive
Board of Social Services Union
Local 535, Service Employees
International Union, in Los
Angeles on November 18. Local
535 represents 10,000 social
service workers.

WHEREAS the Shah of Iran is
responsible for the torture and
murder of tens of thousands of
Iranian people, and

WHEREAS the Shah’s regime,
installed by the U.S. through a CIA
coup in 1953, and maintained by
U.S. military support for the follow-
ing twenty-five years, denied the
Iranian people all democratic
rights, including the right to form
trade unions, and

WHEREAS the demand for the

SEIU resolution hits war hysteria

return of the Shah has the support
of the overwhelming majority of
the Iranian people, and

WHEREAS President Carter is
responsible for the fate of the hos-
tages in the American embassy in
Teheran due to his actions in bring-
ing the Shah to this country and
protecting him, and

WHEREAS the denial of the
democratic rights of Iranians in
this country, including the racist
hysteria being stirred up against
them, the denial of their democratic
right to political protest, and the
threat of their deportation jeopard-
izes the rights of all in this country
who may disagree- with govern-
ment policy on Iran or other issues,
and

WHEREAS the war hysteria be-
ing whipped up in this country is
aimed at laying the basis for possi-

ble military intervention in Iran to
protect the Shah, and will also be
used to justify increased military
spending at the expense of human
and social services at home, there-
fore be it
RESOLVED that Social Services
Union, Local 535, calls on the
federal government to immediately
deport the Shah, and be it further
RESOLVED that we call for a
halt to the deportations and other
civil rights violations being com-
mitted against Iranians living in
the United States, and be it further
RESOLVED that we oppose Uni-
ted States military intervention in
Iran, and be it finally
RESOLVED that this resolution
be submitted to the SEIU State.
Council and other appropriate bod-
ies for their consideration and con-
currence.

By August Nimtz

The solidarity of American
Blacks with the struggle of the
Iranian people was dramatically
shown in a poll reported by the
Detroit Free Press November 30.

Fully 61 percent of Detroit-area
Blacks polled agreed that “the Uni-
ted States should meet the de-
mands of the Iranians and return
the shah to Iran in exchange for
the American hostages.” Twenty-
one percent of whites surveyed
were also for sending the mass
murderer back.

The real concern of the White
House has been the whipping up of
war sentiment among the Ameri-
can people. However, both the De-
troit poll and nationwide surveys
reveal that Carter has been far
from successful.

A nationwide Associated

Press/NBC News poll taken No-
vember 27 and 28 shows that 79
percent of adults surveyed “would
oppose any military retaliation if
the hostages were released un-
harmed.” (New York Times, De-
cember 1). Carter has threatened
just such retaliation.

In the Detroit poll, “More than 82
percent oppose a punitive military
strike against Iran, and 91.6 per-
cent oppose a seizure of Iranian oil
fields in retaliation.”

“I don’t want a war,” a Macomb
County tool-and-die maker told the
Detroit paper. “I fought a war, and
I don’t want my sons in a war.”

The Carter administration has
also been unable to get Americans
to dismiss, as it does, the grievan-
ces of the Iranian masses against
the shah. In a nationwide ABC
News/Harris poll conducted the
week of November 26, 70 percent of

Polls show big majority against

those surveyed favored “an investi-
gation by the UN of criminal
charges against the Shah in return
for the release of the hostages . . .”

And 76 percent favored “making
sure” the shah leaves the United
States. .

This finding complements the
Detroit poll: “63.6 percent agree
with the statement that the Iran-
ians seized the U.S. Embassy be-
cause they ‘sincerely feel that the
shah is a criminal and that this is
the only way to get him back to
Iran for trial.’”

Furthermore, the Detroit poll re-
vealed, “A plurality of 48.4 percent
say that the shah committed
crimes such as murder and embez-
zlement when he ruled, while 10.8
percent disagree and 38.2 percent
are unsure.”

All of these figures suggest that

"American workers on the real

war

as people become more familiar
with the crimes of the shah they
are more likely to oppose U.S.
military intervention and support
Iranian demands for his extradi-
tion. This underscores-the necessity
of educating even broader layers of

issues in the crisis.

It is no coincidence that Blacks
in the Detroit area have a clear
understanding on what must be
done to resolve the crisis. Meeting
in Detroit November 16, the first
National Black Pastors Conference
condemned the shah as a criminal
and unanimously called on the
Carter administration to deport
him to Iran.

If leading labor officials adopted
the stance of the Black ministers,
the effects on American workers as
a whole would be even more dra-
matic.




Can Carter ignore constitution?

Suit to halt Iranian deportations is heard

By Arnold Weissberg

WASHINGTON—Attorneys for the
Socialist Workers Party and National
Emergency Civil Liberties Committee
have asked a federal judge to stop the
government’s persecution of the 50,000
Iranian students in this country.

Joined by David Carliner of the
American Civil Liberties Union, Shel-
ley Davis of the SWP and Eric Lieber-
man of the NECLC presented their
arguments before Federal District
Judge Joyce Green here December 4.
Green will rule later on the suit.

The suit is a class action originally
filed on behalf of three Iranian
students—Cyrus Vahidnia, Behzad
Vahedi, and Gholamreza Narenji.

It challenges Carter’s order requiring

Iranian students to report to the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service by
December 14 or face deportation. The
order violates constitutional guaran-
tees, including that of free speech, the
suit asserts.

Appearing with Vahidnia on NBC’s
“Today” show the morning of the
hearing, SWP attorney Margaret Win-
ter said that “President Carter is on a
war drive against Iran and he’s trying
to whip up a racist hysteria against
Iranians.”

At a news conference, Cyrus Vahid-
nia said the government’s goal was to
“shut up” Iranian students. The gov-
ernment fears the students, Vahidnia
said, because they dared to tell the
truth about the shah and the Iranian
revolution.

Vahidnia said that Iranian students
who had reported to the INS had been
asked about their political views—
whether they supported the shah or
Ayatollah Khomeini, for example.
Such questioning has nothing to do
with the student’s legal status in this
country and is flagrantly unconstitu-
tional.

Also speaking to the press was An-
drew Pulley, Socialist Workers Party
presidential candidate. Pulley said the
roundup of Iranian students was
aimed at “justifying a new racism.” By
seeking to prevent Iranians from
speaking out about Iran, Pulley said,
the government order deprives Ameri-
cans of their right to hear the truth.

At the hearing, attorney Davis sub-
mitted sworn statements from Iranian
students who said the INS order had
made them fearful of expressing their
views on Iran.

In arguing the case, Davis noted
that the government admitted the pur-
pose of its order was to prevent demon-
strations by Iranian students.

Davis noted that the government
claimed its order would protect Iranian
students from violence by angry Amer-
icans. But, she asked, why didn’t the
government try to protect the Iranians’
right to free speech instead of victimiz-
ing them for exercising that right?

If the government can suspend the
Iranians’ constitutional rights, Davis
said, it could use the same argument to
suspend the rights of civil rights
marchers or anyone else who the gov-
ernment claimed represented an un-
popular minority.

The government’s response brushed
aside these charges and focused in-
stead on an asserted power of the

SWP attorney Margaret Winter on ‘To-
day’ show.
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president to do virtually whatever he
wanted during an ‘“international cri-
sis.”

Government attorney Brook Hedge
admitted the Iranian students were
being used as a “bargaining chip” to
obtain the release of American hos-
tages in Iran.

Hedge went so far as to admit the
Iranians had been singled out for spe-
cial treatment, asserting it was ‘“‘cru-
cial” for the president to have the right
to do so.

In an appeal reminiscent of Nixon’s
defense of his Watergate crimes, Hedge

insisted there could be no ‘“second-
guessing” of Carter’s moves. “The
plaintiffs’ judgement,” she said, “is not

to be substituted for that of the presi-
dent.”

Hedge also admitted the govern-
ment’s order had silenced Iranian stu-
dents, but she made the incredible
claim that they were exercising “self-

eissberg

Muhtant/Arno d
Left, Cyrus Vahidnia tells reporters ‘U.S. gov't is trying to shut up Iranian students.’ Right, New York City protest.

imposed restraint” by not demonstrat-
ing or speaking for returning the shah
to Iran.

Then, contradicting herself, Hedge
cited Attorney General Benjamin Civi-
letti’s assertion that the order was not
aimed at stifling the rights of Iranian
students.

Despite a request from attorney Car-
liner, Judge Green refused to order a
freeze on deportation of Iranian stu-
dents pending a decision in the case.

On the “Today” show, interviewer
Robert Abernathy repeatedly asserted
that Cyrus Vahidnia’s presence on the
show disproved the claims that Iran-
ian student’s rights were being vio-
lated.

Winter responded by noting that
although the INS said it was no longer
asking Iranian students about their
political views, “what the administra-
tion has done is to publicize that it is
asking these questions so that other

i nart/Lou Howort

people—like Blacks, socialists, working
people—who don’t want to go to war in
Iran will be intimidated and afraid to
speak out against the administration’s
policies.”

Meanwhile, the first Iranian student
to be deported left the U.S. November
30. Ali Aminian, who had been study-
ing at Central State University in
Edmond, Oklahoma, was seized only
four days earlier by the INS. “I have
stayed in school, and still they are
going to deport me,” Aminian said.

Opposition to the government’s cam-
paign against Ifanian students was
expressed editorially November 28 by
the Minneapolis Tribune, which called
the order “witchhunt tactics.”

Opposition also came from the Com-
mittee for Public Justice, a New York-
based group chaired by playwright
Lillian Hellman, as well as from the
National Lawyers Guild, and civil
liberties groups.

“Everyone is in a state of ge-
nuine panic. They call up and say,
‘What if somebody comes and
knocks on my door at night?’” said
a Los Angeles attorney, 40 percent
of whose clients are Iranian.

The Carter administration’s anti-
Iranian campaign continues to en-
courage violent harassment of both
students and non-students.

e A Dallas clothing store owned
by an Iranian was extensively
damaged by fire. Anti-Iranian slo-
gans and empty gasoline cans were
found on the scene.

¢ The Minutemen, an extreme
right-wing paramilitary outfit, has
threatened ‘‘selective action”
against Iranians in Colorado.

e The anti-Iranian actions des-
cend to the crudest racism. “No
Dogs and No Iranians Allowed,”
read a sign in a Chicago liquor
store.

¢ One company printed a poster
of the Ayatollah Khomeini and
advertised it as suitable for “house-
breaking a dog, covering the bot-
tom of a bird cage.” Others have
printed Khomeini pictures as gun
targets.

e A California state legislator
proposed rounding up Iranian stu-
dents as hostages.

e Los Angeles cut its sister city

I’'m afraid to say I'm Persian’

ties with Tehran, a move never
contemplated by the city’s rulers
during the long years of the shah’s
bloody reign.

¢ Five Iranian employees of a
Chicago club were fired after they
were arrested at a demonstration in
defense of Iran.

Despite the government’s efforts,
the anti-Iran, pro-war forces have
been unable to mount big public
displays. Only 150 pecple showed
up at a Newark rally December 2 to
hear racist assemblyman Anthony
Imperiale call for war, if necessary,
to free the hostages.

Right-wing Cubans were also
unable to muster more than 150 for
a “pro-America” rally a few days
earlier in New Jersey.

And despite tens of thousands of
dollars poured into a vast publicity
campaign, with prominent advance
coverage in the media, an anti-Iran
rally at the 100,000-seat Los An-
geles Coliseum drew only 5,000.

The pressure is particularly in-
tense for Iranian students.

“I'm afraid to say I'm Persian,”
said a Los Angeles student.

American Civil Liberties Union
attorney David Carliner told a
federal judge December 4 that stu-
dents at one Washington-area cam-
pus had been threatened with loss

of student status if they didn’t
report to the Immigration and Nat-
uralization Service on December 5,
even though the government has
officially given them until De-
cember 14.

And in Baltimore, Carliner said,
the INS isn’t scheduling any more
appointments for Iranian students
until after December 14. Yet any
student who fails to report before
then can be deported.

Iranian students have been
among the most outspoken in de-
fending the Iranian revolution and
exposing the crimes of the shah.

“Nobody tells Americans: Who is
the shah?”’ said Farrokh Khatami,
president of Iranian Moslem Stu-
dents at Western Michigan Univer-
sity. “Why are Iranians so upset by
the shah? If Americans know the
history [of Iran] they would not
protest.”

An Iranian student at Wayne
State University in Detroit, identi-
fying himself only as Karim, put
his finger on the source of the
hostility. ““The American people are
nice—great people. But they are not
the government. The government is
the CIA, the oil companies, Henry
Kissinger.”

—A.W.




Iran today: workmg masses enter politics

N %ﬁ%

By Janice Lynn

The past weeks have seen masses of
Iranians take to the streets to show
their determination to resist Carter’s
war moves and to rid themselves of
foreign domination.

Members of the Socialist Workers
Party of Iran (Hezb-e Kargaran-e
Sosialist—HKS) report that on No-
vember 30 millions poured out. The
throng of demonstrators completely
filled the mile and a half stretch be-
tween Tehran University and the U.S.
Embassy.

One of the striking features of the
mobilization was the massive partici-
pation of workers and farmers, who
came from all areas of the city and the
surrounding towns and villages.

Training the population in the use of
weapons continues, and on December 4
the government announced the forma-
tion of new “combat cadre” of thou-
sands of former soldiers to help protect
the country from U.S. attack. They
paraded past the U.S. Embassy.

There has also been a marked out-
pouring of women, the majority wear-
ing the chador (veil).

Many of the participants in the
demonstrations are eager to receive
leaflets and newpapers from political
groups. The HKS reports selling 400
copies of its now legal newspaper
Kargar (Worker) at one of the demon-
strations. Many of those who pur-
chased a copy of the paper were
women who tucked it inside their veil.

One of the best selling items at the
tables set up daily in front of the
embassy by the HKS is the Persian
translation of the pamphlet by Marxist
anthropologist Evelyn Reed, Is Biology
Women’s Destiny?

The Iranian masses are also de-
manding that the billions of dollars
stolen from them by the shah be re-
turned to Iran. Last week the Iranian
government filed suit in a New York
court charging the shah with misap-
propriating $20 billion and demanding
its recovery.

Thousands march in Tehran and pledge to defend country from U.S. imary attack

Iranian bank officials have disclosed
documents showing that over $1 bil-
lion was removed from banks in Iran
and placed into secret accounts for the
shah’s personal use.

Demonstrations in support of the
students occupying the U.S. Embassy
have taken place throughout the coun-
try, including in Kurdistan, Azerbai-
jan, and other areas where Iran’s
oppressed minorities have been strug-
gling for their right to control their
own affairs. ,

In the midst of the mobilizations,
voting on Iran’s constitution took
place December 2 and 3, stirring much
debate on how best to further the
revolution. Initial returns indicate its
approval by a wide majority.

Many from Iran’s oppressed nation-
alities, however, staged a boycott of the
referendum. In Kurdistan an almost
total boycott took place. The Kurds,
along with the Baluchis, Azerbaijanis,
Arabs, and Turkomans, object to the
lack of any constitutional guarantees
for their right of self-determination.

The constitution contains a state-

ment for women’s rights.

Mina Tavana, a forty-two-year-old
federal government employee who
voted in favor, explained, “The new
constitution guarantees that there will
be full equality between men and
women, but it does not define what
equality means. I hope the new consti-
tution will fully support women’s
rights because Iranian women have
demonstrated and fought alongside
men in this revolution of ours.”

The voting was heaviest in the work-
ing class districts. Many voted for the
constitution as a way of showing their
support for Khomeini's unrelenting
struggle against U.S. imperialism.
Iran’s leaders announced that there
would be opportunity for amendments
later on.

The HKS participated in the election
and explained in Kargar why they
were voting against the constitution.

In an article entitled, “A Worker’s
Guide to the Constitution,” they ex-
plained that the constitution does not
reflect the gains made by the revolu-
tion. It does not contain guarantees for

democratic rights or the rights of op-
pressed nationalities, and it falls short
on the question of women’s rights.

It also preserves private property,
which the HKS explains is an obstacle
to carrying through the revolution and
breaking the grip of U.S. imperialism.

The HKS explains that the growth of
shoras (councils) of workers in the
factories and peasants in the villages
is not adequately reflected. Although
the constitution provides for electing
shoras from the village to the state
level, they are assigned only a consul-
tative role.

The Tudeh (Communist) party gave
uncritical support to the constitution.

The U.S. news media have been on a
campaign to portray the constitution
as a “tyranny of the clergy,” “one-man
rule,” “giving astonishing powers to
the nation’s leader,” and so on.

Such outcries against ‘“one-man
rule” were conspicuously absent dur-
ing the twenty-five-year reign of terror
by the shah.

What the pro-imperialist commenta-
tors really object to is not the lack of
democratic guarantees but the possibil-
ity that further concessions may be
won by Iran’s working people as they

~press forward their demands for a

decent life, free from U.S. domination.

From the same reactionary stand-
point, a boycott of the elections was
called for by bourgeois forces in Iran
who are dead opposed to the massive
mobilizations of workers and farmers.

The HKS is finding a growing inter-
est in socialist ideas. The best-selling
feature in Kargar, they report, is the
Nicaraguan Bill of Rights, which is
reprinted in full as an example of a
constitution in the interests of workers
and farmers.

The HKS has been receiving phone
calls from people who wish to join the
revolutionary socialist party. A group
of sailors, a glass cutter, a General
Motors auto worker, and a few nurses
are among those who have expressed
their support and asked to join.

The November 30 New York Times
printed a report by correspondent
Pranay B. Gupte, capturing the sen-
timents of the hundreds of thou-
sands of Iranians who lost loved
ones to the shah’s guns and tanks. It
helps illuminate the deep hatred felt
by the Iranian masses for this ty-
rant and the justice of their call to
send back the shah to stand trial for
his crimes. Excerpts follow.

SHAH ABDUL AZIM, Iran, Nov.
29—A cold rain drives through Be-
heste Zahra Cemetery. In the failing
afternoon light, hundreds of men
and women and children, some with
umbrellas, most with jackets or
robes drawn over their heads, walk
silently toward a large meadow.

In the distance, beyond the squat
pines, the elms and cypresses, there

are faces, mostly young faces, faces
of the dead. They are photographs
framed in glass and mounted over
the simple stone slabs of burial.

Today is Tasoah, a day of reli-
gious mourning in Shiite Islam, a
time to remember the thousands of
people who were killed during the
reign of Shah Mohammed Riza Pah-
levi.

‘Come Back to Us’

Azizeh Amanzadeh, her tradi-
tional black robe wrapped loosely
around her frail body, rivets her eyes
on the picture of her son, Ghulam
Reza Amanzadeh. He was 23 years
old when he died at the hands of the
Shah’s secret police last January.

“Come back home, my loved one,”
Mrs. Amanzadeh says, in soft Per-
sian. “My loved one, it is too cold

Iran gneves for dead of the revolution

Tens' of thousahds of peaceful demonstrators were machine-gunned by the
shah’s troops.

down there where you are and too

dark. You are alone there, aren’t you,
and we are alone up here. Come back
to us, my beloved son.”

Some .of the photographs are in
color, like that of Mehdi Spandi, a
22-year-old electrician from Teheran,
about 15 miles from here. A bullet
fired by an army officer pierced his
heart late one night last January.
Mr. Spandi was walking home to
dinner.

His mother, Mahbobeh Spandi,
stands in front of her son’s picture.
His face, smooth and cleanshaven,
with bushy eyebrows and dark eyes,
holds a smile, as if in gentle thought.

“Don’t look at me like that,” says
the mother, who is a widow. “You
are tearing my heart, my son, you
are the only treasure I ever had.”

A young man passes Mrs. Spandi.
She looks at him and says: ‘“Please

come and be my son for a few min-
utes.”

She clasps him tightly and holds
on for several minutes. The young
man starts to cry. She comforts him.

Several rows away, Sadegh Hos-
seini huddles over the stone slab
that covers his nephew, Hossein
Amiri. Mr. Hosseini tenderly wipes
the slab, trying to brush away the
falling rain. His nephew was 27
when he was killed by the secret
police a year ago.

A woman walks by carrying dates
and offers them to the mourners.
Many mourners bring fruits or
sweets and pass them around in the
cemetery. By nightfall more than
300,000 visitors will have come to
this immense place. The parking lot
outside the minareted gates is full.
Some people have traveled from
Teheran in buses.

“*{ Wanted to Never Forget’

One is Fakhari Shahkhalili. Her
husband, Hussein Shahkhalili, an
employee of the Ministry of Educa-
tion, was tortured and shot by the
police 11 months ago. He was 34. He
left behind his 27-year-old wife and
4-year-old daughter, Shirwan, who
has Just been told that her father is

“away.’

His picture shows a man full of
vigor. Next to it is a painting, show-
ing the same man slumped on the
ground, bleeding from a bullet
wound in the heart.

“That is how I last saw him when
I went to get his body in the
morgue,” Mrs. Shahkhalili says. “I
wanted to never forget that and so I
asked a friend to paint a scene for
me. I described it to her from me-
mory.”

She pauses and looks at the in-
scription below the picture of her
husband: “Never say to those who
are killed for the way of God that
they are dead. They are martyrs and
they will always be alive.”

Mrs. Shahkhalili stands up from
her kneeling position. She looks
around the cemetery. “This is the
meadow of our country, filled with
flowers of our youth—this is not a
cemetery, it is a living park,” she
says.

It has turned cold. Mrs. Shahkha-
lili draws her fur-lined black coat
around her and adjusts her scarf
and starts to walk away. Two thin
moist lines move down her face. But
in the dying light of the wintry
November afternoon it is hard to tell
whether they are tears or the rain.




Hear:

8:30 p.m.

Name
Address
City

State
Phone

Zip

York, N.Y. 10003.

Andrew Pulley, SWP candidate for president
Matilde Zimmermann, SWP candidate for vice-president
Héctor Marroquin, YSA leader fighting for political asylum

Sunday, December 30

Galt House, Archibald Room
(Fourth St. at River)
Louisville, Kentucky

0O | want to join the YSA

O Send me more information
on the YSA convention

0O | want to subscribe to
the 'Young Socialist’
($2 for one year) -

Clip and mail to YSA National Office, P.O. Box 471 Cooper Station, New

Hands Off Iran!

Socialist Workers Campaign Rally

' 19th National Convention of the Young Socialist Alliance

Come to Louisville December 29-January 1
Galt House

Saturday, December 29

8:00 a.m. Registration

12:30 p.m. Welcoming Session

1:00 p.m. Defense of Nicaraguan Revo-
lution Report
Greetings from Iran
Expansion of the Socialist
Movement (slides from Iran
and Nicaragua)
9:30 p.m. Disco/Movie

5:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 30

9:00 a.m. Trade Union Workshops
11:00 a.m. Radicalization of the Ameri-
can Working Class and Tasks
of the YSA Report
Socialist Campaign Rally
Disco/Movie

8:30 p.m.
10:30 p.m.

Monday, December 31
9:00 a.m. YSA Support for 1980 SWP
Election Campaign Report
5:00 p.m. Workshops
9:30 p.m. New Year's Eve Party

Young Socialists spur antiwar protests

By Janice Lynn

Margaret Kelley is a twenty-five-
year-old electrical worker at Louis-
ville’s giant General Electric plant.
She is also the organizer of the Louis-
ville Young Socialist Alliance.

Kelley is one of hundreds of young
socialists around the country who are
actively building a movement to pro-
test U.S. war threats against Iran and
to defend Iranian students’ rights in
this country. _

Before she goes to work, Kelley and
other YSA members fan out on the
University of Louisville campus to sell
the Militant and Young Socialist news-
papers. They also distribute copies of a
YSA statement pledging their support
to the fight of young people in Iran to
extradite the butcher shah.

The socialists are encouraging peo-
ple to attend the YSA’s Nineteenth
National Convention, December 29-31,
being held this year in Louisville. They
have printed a special “come to the
YSA Convention” leaflet.

“We have found a lot of people who
are interested in finding out more
about our convention especially after
they learn about our opposition to a
war against Iran. Our tables on cam-

pus are bustling with constant non-
stop discussions on Iran,” Kelley re-
ports.

YSA member Robert Busch, also a
GE worker, spoke at a widely covered
news conference on the campus No-
vember 26 demanding that Washing-
ton stop its war threats, and against
the deportation and victimization of
Iranian students. A broad array of
speakers participated.

Minnesota

In Minnesota, YSA national leader
Cathy Sedwick spoke before 200 people
November 16 at the University of
Minnesota as part of a panel on the
Iranian situation.

The St. Paul Dispatch/Pioneer Press
quoted Sedwick: “‘Send back the shah;
put him on a plane and do it now,
demanded Cathy Sedwick, national
chairwoman for the Young Socialist
Alliance. ‘He’s a murderer. He’s killed
over 70,000 Iranians. The U.S. govern-
ment is conducting a campaign of
hysteria against Iranians, when the
logical solution to the whole problem is
to send the shah back to Iran to stand
trial.””

Jamileh Sayrafiezadeh is a
member of the Young Socialist
Alliance National Committee
and organizer of the New York
City YSA. A sixteen-year-old
Iranian-American, she is also
co-chairperson of the New
York Socialist Workers Cam-
paign Committee. On No-
vember 30 she appeared on
CBS-TV to reply to an editorial
on Iran. Below is the text of
her rebuttal.

Channel 2 supports President
Carter’s attacks on Iran by calling
them “prudent” and “likely to pro-
duce the safe return of the Ameri-
can hostages.”

This is not true.

Carter’s oil embargo is the same
economic weapon the U.S. used in
the 1953 CIA-backed coup which
put the shah on the throne.

The seizure of billions of Iranian
funds in U.S. banks is a major
attack on the Iranian economy.

The two carrier task forces sent
to Iranian waters are the first step
toward a Vietnam war in the Per-

YSA leader on television

sian Gulf.

The racist campaign against
Iranians in the U.S. only serves to
increase the war hysteria.

There is one simple way to get
the hostages released: stop the war
threats and extradite the Hitler of
Iran back to face the justice he
deserves.

The shah held hundreds of thou-
sands of political prisoners. He
tortured tens of thousands—many
to their death. My own father spent
twenty-six years in exile and was
only able to go home after the shah
fled from his own people. Now the
Iranians are demanding that the
shah and his stolen billions be
returned.

Channel 2 and President Carter
called it “blackmail,” but what the
Iranians are asking for is simple
justice.

The Socialist Workers Party de-
mands the shah be sent back to
Iran and that the racist deporta-
tion of Iranians from the U.S. end.
We demand the U.S. keep its hands
off Iran and stop the war threats
now!

THE MILITANT/DECEMBER 14, 1979

Twin Cities YSA organizer Betsy
Gilson reports a lot of interest among
young people in the Twin Cities area in
the upcoming convention. The YSA’s
outspoken opposition to war and their
simple proposal for resolving the
crisis—to send back the shah—
provokes much sympathy, and coun-
ters the small, but vocal groups of
right-wingers.

At nearby Mankato State, where a
racist frame-up against Iranian stu-
dents was attempted, Sedwick spoke
out against the victimizations. Several
students from this campus are plan-
ning to come to Louisville for the con-
vention.

“People are beginning to realize that
the United States government is really
hated around the world. Many young
people didn’t understand how strongly

" these countries resent U.S. domination

and interference in their affairs,” Gil-
son reports. “They are interested in
finding out more about what the YSA
says and our defense of the Iranian
revolution.”

YSA member Jerry Lamecker,
twenty-one, works at the Twin Cities
Ford Plant in St. Paul. He reports how
young workers there do not want a
war. “We’ll just be dying over there for
the shah,” they say. They know they’re
the first ones to go if the U.S. sends
troops.

New York

Sixteen-year-old Jamileh Sayrafie-
zadeh is the New York City YSA
organizer. In addition to speaking
before millions on CBS-TV (see box),
she has been speaking at nearby cam-
puses to get out the truth about Iran,
and participating in picket lines and
demonstrations demanding, ‘“Hands
Off Iran!”

The YSA at Cornell University in
Ithaca, New York, helped initiate an
antiwar rally of 750. At the New
School for Social Research in New
York City, the YSA is participating in
a Committee to Defend Iranian Stu-
dents, which held a successful meeting
of 250 November 29.

As a result of their activity the New
York YSA reports that a number of
Iranian students are interested in at-
tending the YSA convention.

Washington

Twenty-three-year-old Margo Stor-
steen organizes the Seattle chapter of
the YSA. Storsteen is also a member of
International Association of Machi-
nists Local 751(C) at Boeing.

The YSA has been in the forefront of

activities on the University of Wash-
ington campus in defense of Iranian
students. They participated in a
broadly sponsored news conference
and a campus demonstration of about
300 which demanded, “No war! No
racism! No deportations!”

The demonstration was initiated by
Chicano students on the campus who
had been attacked by small groups of
right-wingers and jeered as “foreign-
ers” because of their support for the
rights of Iranian students.

Storsteen reports that 150 copies of
the Militant were sold last week on the
campus and at least thirty copies sold
to workers at Boeing.

YSA members picketed outside the
November 30 town meeting of Vice-
president Walter Mondale with signs,
“Why die for the shah?” and “No more
Vietnams.” They distributed a YSA
statement to those who went inside.

On November 29, nineteen-year-old
Delfino Mufioz spoke on behalf of the
YSA at a meeting of 250 people at the
University of Washington on “What'’s
happening in Iran?” Gerry Foley, staff
writer for Intercontinental Press/In-
precor, was the featured speaker at the
meeting.

‘New birth of freedom’

In a teach-in like atmosphere, remin-
iscent of the anti-Vietnam war days,
Foley told the truth about the Iranian
revolution. He reminded people of the
tortures of the shah’s regime, placing
the blame for training and funding of
SAVAK secret police operations
squarely on the American CIA.

Blasting the media portrayal of Iran-
ian demonstrators as mobs of religious
fanatics, Foley said when he visited
Iran he found a mood of “festivity and
confidence” at the victory in over-
throwing the shah’s tyranny. The ad-
vance of the revolution has brought “a
new birth of freedom,” he said.

The December 29-31 YSA convention
will further discuss how best to build
the crucial movement against military.
intervention in Iran; the defense of
Iranian students against racist harass-
ment and the threat of deportations;
and defense of the continuing Iranian
revolution.

Young socialists will also be discuss-
ing the revolution in Nicaragua; de-
fense of Cuba; building support for the
Socialist Workers presidential cam-
paign of Andrew Pulley and Matilde
Zimmermann; and sharing their expe-
riences of work in the unions and on
the campuses.

If you're interested in being part of
these important discussions, clip the
coupon above.
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SWP candidate: ‘Get shah out of San Antonio’

By Steve Marshall

SAN ANTONIO—The shah’s arrival
here December 2 has provoked a storm
of controversy.

State and local officials, fearing
public opposition, moved immediately
to restrict free speech. Gov. Bill Cle-
ments is trying to ban demonstrations
throughout the state, while the city
administration prohibited pro- and
anti-Iranian actions. And the Ku Klux
Klan announced it would counter any
anti-shah protests.

Nevertheless, working people here
have been quick to express their out-
rage. The membership of International
Union of Electrical Workers (IUE)
Local 1013 voted to publish a fact sheet
on the shah’s crimes against human
and union rights. Iranian students are
organizing protest activities. And a

Right-wingers fail to block pro-Iran

By Nancy Rosenstock

ALBANY, N.Y.—Right-wingers tried
unsuccessfully to prevent Matilde Zim-
mermann, Socialist Workers Party
vice-presidential candidate, and others
opposed to Washington’s war moves
against Iran from speaking to a cam-
pus meeting here November 28.

. The meeting, which was sponsored
by the Young Socialist Alliance and
titled “Stop U.S. Threats Against
Iran,” was widely publicized ahead of
time by the news media.

It became clear that there would be

some kind of right-wing intervention.
Shortly before the meeting a leaflet
appeared saying, “Support America,
protest the pro-Iran meeting tonight—
bring signs.”

Four hundred people turned out.
About 150 of them began an organized
disruption as the meeting got under
way.

The disrupters, who seemed to be .

mainly fraternity members and Zion-
ists, heckled the first speaker in opposi-
tion to Carter’s war drive, Prof. James
McClellan. Several of them marched
up on the stage and unfurled an Ameri-
can flag.

Some foreign students in the audi-
ence—mainly Indians—were physi-
cally threatened by the right wingers.

The thugs aimed most of their fire
against Zimmermann, trying to shout
her down with racist and sexist re-
marks. They also unfurled a banner
saying, “Nuke Iran.”

Organizers of the meeting were able
to quiet the disrupters by offering them

coalition of labor, student, and com-
munity groups plans a picket line to
demand the shah get out.

The San Antonio Socialist Workers
Party is right in the middle of opposi-
tion to sanctuary for the criminal
shah.

At an emergency news conference
December 4, SWP congressional candi-
date Anthony Gonzéalez declared: “The
arrival of the ex-shah is an insult to
the working people of this city. It is no
honor to harbor a mass murderer.

“The shah is in the same league with
Hitler or Somoza,” Gonzéalez told the
media. “It is the height of hypocrisy to
give protection to this criminal.”

Gonzélez denounced the racism of
the anti-Iranian campaign whipped up
by the Democrats and Republicans.
“From violence against Iranian stu-
dents today, it is a short step to vio-

the opportunity to speak after Zimmer-
mann. A couple of them spoke, then
most of the right wingers walked out.

The other speakers—an Indian stu-
dent activist, and Tom Capuano from
the campus Nicaragua Solidarity Com-
mittee—were able to present their re-
marks without incident. A question
and answer period followed for one
and a half hours.

Clearly the majority of those in
attendance came to listen to the speak-
ers and opposed the disruption. Many
were upset at what had occurred.

Despite a local media attempt to
make it seem that the rally had been
halted, the fact that the meeting did
continue was a major victory. It

At Albany meeting of 400, Matilde Zimmermann, Soclalist Workers Party vice-presidential candidate, speaks out against

lence against Blacks and Chicanos
tomorrow.”

He also hit the crackdown on civil
liberties in Texas, saying the shah’s
arrival had given Texas ‘“a taste of
what his regime was like.”

National, state, and local news me-
dia packed the conference to hear the
only candidate in the city who is
speaking out against the shah and
Washington’s war drive. Associated
Press and United Press International
wires sent Gonzélez’s statement to
papers across the country.

The socialist was also covered by
eight television stations from three
Texas cities, as well as both San Anto-
nio daily papers.

The SWP campaign has been help-
ing organize protests demanding extra-
dition of the shah, no deportations of

helped to convince many in the
audience of the correctness of opposing
the war drive.

Prior to the meeting, the Ad Hoc U.S.
Hands off Iran Committee had
planned to picket the Chase Manhat-
tan Bank on December 1. After the
disruption of the meeting and phone
threats against the picket—the SWP
office also received such threats—the
committee asked Police Chief Edward
McCardle and Mayor Erastus Corning
to assure the safety of the pickets.

McCardle refused, offering the in-
credible excuse that providing police
protection would be equivalent to en-
dorsing the picket. Mayor Corning
accused the committee of trying to

war drive despite attempted right-wing disruption.

Iranian students, and no military in-
tervention in Iran. An SWP-organized
picket in defense of Iran November 20
received prominent coverage in the
San Antonio Light.

At the news conference, Gonzélez
invited the public to join a “Get the
shah out of San Antonio” picket line at
city hall December 6.

The picket is sponsored by Jaime
Martinez, IUE District 11; José Tre-
vifio, vice-president of United Auto
Workers Local 1735, Oscar Garcia,
vice-president of IUE Local 1013
Tampo Group; Rosa Maria de la Torre,
MEChA chairperson at University of
Texas in San Antonio; and others.

Despite the ban on demonstrations
requiring a permit, the picket line was
declared legal by the city manager
because it will be held on public prop-
erty. :

meeting

instigate a riot.

In the face of this stance by the city,
the committee decided to postpone the
picket until December 8.

In the meantime the committee has
gone on a campaign to expose the
complicity of the mayor and police
chief with the right wing. The actions
of the two officials have become front
page news here.

Anger at the disruption of the meet-
ing and the response of the city offi-
cials has generated even more support

for the picket line. The local antinu-

clear alliance is encouraging its sup-
porters to attend the picket after learn-
ing about the right-wing slogan “Nuke
Iran.”

L

Militant

Iran: ‘We felt something had to be done’

By L. Paltrineri

Supporters of the Socialist Workers Campaign of
Andrew Pulley and Matilde Zimmermann are fight-
ers and doers.

That’s why right now you will find them in every
corner of this country, rolling up their sleeves and
joining the campaign to defend the Iranian revolu-
tion.

Vermont is the scene of one such effort. Several
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months ago a small group of campaign supporters
decided to establish their own 1980 Socialist
Workers Campaign Committee.

As Carter began escalating the war drive against
Iran the Vermont committee went into action. As
Jon Flanders, one of the campaign committee
organizers explains, “We really felt something had
to be done.”

They printed a flyer explaining “Why the shah
should be sent back” and distributed 1,000 copies on
their jobs, on campuses, and on street corners.

Next, campaign activists went to a Burlington
Peace Coalition meeting and suggested a protest
demonstration.

On November 30 forty people marched in Burling-
ton, Vermont, to protest the U.S. war drive against
Iran. Also joining the action were activists from the
Burlington Safe Energy Coalition.

It made front-page news in the Rutland Herald
and the Barre-Montpelier Times Argus.

Says Flanders, “I would encourage other cam-
paign committees to do the same thing.”

We couldn’t agree more.

A big part of our defense effort is arming our
supporters with the literature they need. This week
the campaign office is reprinting 25,000 copies of
the centerfold poster on Iran from the last issue of
the Militant. And we have just ordered several
thousand “Why die for the shah?” campaign but-

tons.

We need your help to distribute this literature.
And we need your financial help to continue to print
more.

There are only a few weeks left in our $80,000 for
’80 fund drive. Help us make it a big success. Send
your contribution today.

I Enclosed is my contribution of §
I pledge $15 $25 $50
$100 to the Socialist Workers
Campaign by December 15.

Name
Address
City ,
Zip Phone
Union/School/Org.

|
| |
I |
I |
: :
: Make checks payable to: :
| |
| I
| I
' |
l |
I |

o

State

Socialist Workers Presidential Campaign
Committee, 14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y.
10014.

A copy of our report is filed with the Federal Election
Commission and is available for purchase from the Federal
Election Commission, Washington, D.C.
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- Why Carter provoked Iran crisis

By Fred Feldman

Why did President Carter permit the
hated ex-shah of Iran to come to the
United States, even though he was
warned that this would provoke uphea-
val in Iran and endanger U.S. Em-
bassy personnel?

Why does Carter insist that the
death of the fifty American hostages is
preferable to returning the deposed
mass murderer, torturer, and thief to
Iran for trial?

More and more American working
people are asking themselves these
questions.

In the view of millions of Iranians,
one explanation is that Carter still
hopes to re-install the shah as the
monarch of Iran, perhaps on the
bayonets of American troops. This is
not as improbable as some may think.

The shah has not abdicated the
throne. He still claims to be Iran’s
legitimate ruler. Carter’s refusal to
admit any of the shah’s proven crimes
reinforces the shah’s pretensions.

Iranian workers and farmers re-
member well that the shah fled a mass
uprising once before—in 1953. He was
returned to power by a military coup
engineered by the Central Intelligence
Agency and the U.S. Embassy.

Millions of Iranians are determined
not to let this happen again.

It is becoming clear that the U.S.
rulers had even broader aims in pro-
voking the crisis with Iran. They hope
that the propaganda barrage will
make it easier for them to send U.S.
troops to fight and die in other coun-
tries.

‘Political watershed’

Correspondent Hedrick Smith ex-
plained in the December 2 New York
Times that “administration officials,
members of Congress, specialists on
foreign policy and others, liberals as
well as conservatives, speak of a politi-
cal and psychological watershed far
more important than the immediate
concern over the American hostages in
Teheran. They view the situation as a
pivotal event marking the close of the
post-Vietnam era” (emphasis added).

What does “close of the post-
Vietnam era” mean? More Vietnams!

Washington was dealt a historic
defeat in Vietnam. It was unable to
smash the Vietnamese liberation fight-
ers, and massive antiwar sentiment in
the United States finally forced with-
drawal of the expeditionary force of
more than 500,000 sent to occupy the
country.

Opposition to war took deep root
among American working people, who
learned they had nothing to gain and
everything to lose from imperialism’s
drive to police the world. In this way,
U.S. workers became a decisive ally of
freedom fighters in Asia, Africa, and
Latin America. ’

The U.S. rulers were unable to send

‘Vietnam syndrome unwllllngness of Amerlcan workers to die tor U S. corporate Interests around the world—ls major obstacle
to rulers’ plans.

troops and bombers to prevent the
overturn in 1979 of dictators such as
the shah in Iran, Somoza in Nicara-
gua, and Pol Pot in Kampuchea. They
fear more such setbacks are coming in
1980 unless the American people can
be whipped into a war fever.

Bipartisan war drive

The campaign for war is a biparti-
san one, with the leaders of both
capitalist parties vying with each
other in anti-Iranian demagogy.

John C. White, chairman of the
Democratic National Committee, ex-
pressed the hope that Iran would in-
spire “a feeling that we have a right to
protect legitimate American interests
anywhere in the world.”

“Legitimate American interests” is
White’s term for the billions of dollars
in profits that U.S. corporations rip off
by exploiting the resources and low-
paid workers of semicolonial countries.
It is U.S. working people, of course,
who will have to do the protecting—
with their lives.

Liberals who have a reputation as
“doves” are being given special promi-
nence. Their endorsement of war
moves is supposed to create the illusion
that the war drive is supported by “all
Americans.”

Frank Church (D-Idaho), chairman
of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, stressed his readiness to sup-

port “military intervention even in
friendly countries if Western oil inter-
ests are threatened,” according to
Smith. '

Dotting the i’s and crossing the t’s,
Church went on, “The vital interests of
the United States, Western Europe and
Japan in Saudi oilfields would necessi-

tate military action if our interests

were threatened. If that required orga-
nization of strike forces, there would be
strong support for this on Capitol
Hill.”

Sen. Sam Nunn (D-Ga.) cheered that
the Iranian crisis would make massive
increases in military spending “politi-
cally much more palatable and accep-
table now.” He kept mum about the
inflation, higher taxes, and cuts in
funds for basic human needs that will
accompany stepped-up arms expendi-
tures.

And Sen. Charles Mathias (R-Md.)
declared his readiness to “join conser-
vatives in urging the rebuilding of
intelligence capabilities”—meaning
CIA covert operations liké the one that
put the shah back on the throne in
1953.

‘Sense of guilt’?

George Ball, who was Lyndon John-
son’s under-secretary of state during
the Vietnam War, told correspondent
Smith that “the nation was overcom-

ing ‘its sense of guilt, its complexes’
over the Vietnam War.”

Ball—who can count on fighting any
future war from the safety of a plush
Washington office—wants us to believe
that opposition to war is neurotic.

The hostages are pawns in this
bipartisan drive to gull American
working people into supporting a new
Vietnam in the Middle East.

That’s why the rulers press ahead
with plans to attack Iran even if the
hostages are released, even though
they know such plans only create new
obstacles to freeing them.

In a column in the December New
York Times, Tom Wicker conceded that
“a remarkable 79 percent of the Asso-
ciated Press/NBC poll respondents
said they would oppose military action
if the hostages were released.”

But he insisted nonetheless that
Carter “would be obligated to act
swiftly and sternly.”

If the rulers get away with their
attempt to herd us into war in Iran, the
Iranian people and the U.S. personnel
in the embassy will only be the first
victims. As in Vietnam, the rulers are
eager to sacrifice the lives of tens of
thousands of working people—
especially the poorest and most op-
pressed, such as Blacks and
Chicanos—in order to protect the
billion-dollar investments of the oil
companies.

New ripoff by Big Oil: Iran used as scapegoat

By August Nimtz

A major assault on American work-
ing people is under way. It comes not
from Iran, but from the Carter admin-
istration on behalf of Big Oil

This offensive is taking a form all
too familiar to most Americans—
increasing fuel prices.

Already prices are creeping up
again, gas lines are forming in some
states, and the Department of Energy
is taking the wraps off a rationing
plan.

We're supposed to believe the prob-
lem is shortages, presumably caused
by the Iranian revolution. But there is
no shortage.

Crude oil inventories, at 355 million
barrels, are now “the highest in our
nation’s history,” reports New Jersey
Energy Commissioner Joel Jacobson.
But refineries are operating at only 84
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percent capacity, compared to 90 per-
cent at this time last year.

The real source of the price gouging
is not hard to find. The Carter admin-
istration just proposed a 50 percent
increase in the markup allowed to
gasoline middlemen. And it is remov-
ing all price controls on butane and
natural gasoline—both used to make
gasoline—as of January 1.

As bad as these increases will be for
most workers, the real stickup comes
next year, when, the Wall Street Jour-
nal reports, “President Carter’s phased
decontrol of domestic crude-oil prices is
scheduled to move into high gear.
Each month in 1980 and 1981, more
and more U.S. oil will automatically
double in price, and then eventually be
freed from controls altogether.”

To make matters even worse, the
Journal says that “the White House is

considering proposing in January a
sharp increase in the current four-cent-
a-gallon tax on gasoline, possible to 50
cents a gallon.”

It becomes even clearer now why
Carter has always coupled his major
pronouncements on the Iran crisis
with pleas for support to his energy
program, the centerpiece of which is
decontrol of domestic crude oil prices.
Carter’s aim is to use Iran not only to
create a prowar climate in the U.S. but
also as a cover for these fuel price
hikes.

For Carter the contrived Iran crisis.

looks like a god-sent answer to a major
problem—trying to convince American
workers that we shouldn’t mind being
robbed at the gas pumps.

Along with Iran, Carter also wants
Americans to blame the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Countries for

our economic plight. At their upcoming
meeting on December 17, OPEC coun-
tries are expected to raise prices—to try
to capture a share of the higher profits
the oil companies are raking in.

And that, Jacobson says, is the key
to current U.S. oil company stockpiling
and refinery cutbacks. “There is only
one conclusion I can draw: The major
domestic oil companies are holding
back on the production of refined pro-
ducts in anticipation of OPEC’s meet-
ing.”

The companies will then reap “huge
inventory profits,” he explains. And
use OPEC as a scapegoat.

As Jacobson asserts, “Even the
record-breaking profits recorded by the
oil companies during the first three-
quarters of 1979 are apparently not
enough to satisfy their, I can think of
no other word for it but, greed.”
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SWP presidential candidate:

‘American workers have no interest in

The following is excerpted from
a speech given by Andrew Pulley,
Socialist Workers Party candidate
for president, to a December 2
campaign rally in New York City.

The United States government is at
the brink of war with Iran. This war
will be fought to protect the oil and
banking interests of the Rockefellers
and other billionaires, and, of course,
to save the neck of the shah.

But the American working people,
Black people, and other oppressed mi-
norities have absolutely no interest in
a war with the Iranian people.

We, like the Iranian masses, will be
the victims of this war.

We are the victims of all the anti-
Iran policies that are being mounted
today.

The anti-Iran oil policy, for example,
will permit the oil companies, which
rule this country and most of the
world, to force us to pay even more at
the gas pumps. They’re talking about
two dollars a gallon!

We will pay for the suppression of
the rights of Iranian students in this
country, because that threatens our
rights as well.

And we will pay on the battlefields
with our very lives.

The fifty remaining hostages in the
U.S. Embassy are simply being used
as a pretext—a pretext to justify Wash-
ington’s planned military action.

If Carter was serious about getting
the hostages released, he would extra-
dite the shah—that’s all that’s re-
quired.

Surely, if there’s a war, more than
forty-nine or fifty Americans will die.
Certainly more than that number of
Iranians will die. Thousands will die.

So saving lives is not Carter’s con-
cern at all.

The rulers of this country are talking

Andrew Pulley, Socialist Workers Party cangldéte for president, addresses New York City mpaign rally.

about the nation’s honor. They say the
nation’s honor is at stake and that this
honor is now more important than the
hostages.

Whose honor?

But whose honor are they talking
about? Are they talking about the
honor of American working people?

I submit that our honor was violated
when the U.S. government followed
the policies it did up to now in Iran—

when this government put into power
and backed to the hilt a mass mur-
derer, a butcher of thousands, an ex-
ploiter and thief.

That violated our honor. That vio-
lated the honor of humanity.

The honor they are talking about
defending is the honor of Rockefeller.
That is not honor at all, but rather
Rockefeller’s billions. That’s what ho-
nor means to them.

Right now U.S. war ships are head-

Militant/Lou Howort

ed into the Arabian sea toward Iran.
Carter stated that even if the hostages
are released the slate would not be
swept clean. That’s what he said, “The
slate will not be swept clean.”

This means the U.S. government is
planning to go to war, regardless.

But the overwhelming support Car-
ter wants for such a war will not be
found among the American people.
Rather, the great masses of people, as
confirmed by recent polls, object to and

By Betsy Farley

NEW YORK—“We're here to send
a message to James Earl Carter:
American working people will not go
to war against Iran.”’

That’s how the Socialist Workers
campaign rally held here December
2 began. As the NBC-TV cameras
panned over the crowd, the two
hundred people at the Marc ballroom
chanted, “Hands off Iran! Send back
the shah, not Iranian students.”

The featured speaker that after-
noon was SWP presidential candi-
date Andrew Pulley.

Reba Williams Dixon, SWP candi-
date in the Nineteenth Congres-
sional  District—which includes
Harlem—chaired the rally. Dixon is
a twenty-three-year-old assembly
line worker at the General Motors
plant in Tarrytown, New York. She
is a member of United Auto Workers
Local 664 and the National Organi-
zation for Women.

Dixon introduced the SWP’s New
York senatorial candidate, Victor
Nieto. Born in Cuba, thirty-two-year-
old Nieto is a member of the Brother-
hood of Railway and Airline Clerks
Lodge 173. He spoke out against the
stepped-up campaign of right-wing
terror against supporters of the Cu-
ban revolution.

Robert Miller is running on the
SWP ticket in New York’s Seven-
teenth Congressional District. Miller

is a leader of the New York chapter

of the Young Socialist Alliance and a
member of UAW Local 980 at the
Ford assembly plant in Metuchen,
New Jersey. He explained how the
YSA and SWP are campaigning to
aid the young freedom fighters in
Nicaragua and Iran and invited
rally participants to attend the up-
coming YSA National Convention in

Louisville, Kentucky.

Peggy McKee of the Elias Ayoub
Defense Committee brought greet-
ings to the rally. Ayoub is a Palesti-
nian student currently facing depor-
tation from the United States.

“We thank the members of the
SWP for your support in this case,”
McKee said. “You’ve taken an active
role because you understand that
Elias’s case isn’t just a case of one
man. Elias’s case is representative of
thousands of cases in which the U.S.
government harasses and intimi-
dates those non-citizens who dare to
speak out and tell the truth.”

McKee continued, “We’'ll win
Elias’s case. We'll win Héctor Marro-
quin’s case. We’ll win the Iranian
students’ right to demonstrate and
speak out against the shah and his
regime of terror and exploitation. We
will hear the truth. And that’s why
we’re here today. We’re here to hear
your candidates speak the truth and
we wholeheartedly support you in
your efforts.”

Greetings were also read from the
Socialist Workers Party of Iran and
from the Brooklyn Black United
Front. The BUF message declared,
“We say send the ex-shah back and
the money back. Call off the war
hawks. Stop the harassment of Iran-
ian students.”

A special guest at the rally was
Cyrus Vahidnia, a plaintiff in the
class-action suit against the round-
up and deportation of Iranian stu-
dents in the United States.

Stressing the importance of pro-
tests against the deportations, Va-
hidnia explained, “If the govern-
ment sees no response to the
deportations, this will be wused
against others, including against the
U.S. people themselves.

Pulley at ‘Hands off Iran’ rallies

“Iranian students are being denied
their freedom of speech, and out of
fear, many are forced to deny their
nationality.”

Rally participants came from all
over the New York area. They in-
cluded auto workers from New York
and New Jersey, railroad and ship-
yard workers, and Teamsters. Also
in attendence were several Iranian
and Pakistani students, and young
Latinos:

The rally raised more than $7,500
in pledges to the SWP campaign.

By James Edwards

NEWARK—More than one
hundred people gathered here De-
cember 1 to hear Andrew Pulley,
Socialist Workers Party candidate
for President, denounce Carter’s war
drive against the Iranian people.

For at least one-third of those
present, this was their first socialist
campaign rally.

Railroad workers, electrical
workers, teachers, members of the
National Organization for Women,
anti-nuclear power activists, young
people, and a few retirees packed
into the SWP headquarters. They
greeted Pulley’s fiery speech with
cheers and applause.

Willie Mae Reid, the SWP’s vice-
presidential candidate in 1976 and
an Exxon oil refinery worker,
chaired the rally. She underscored
the need for Blacks, women, and all
working people to “rely on our own
strength to win our rights.”

Victor Nieto, SWP candidate for
U.S. Senate from New York, con-
demned the November 25 assassina-
tion of Eulalio Negrin. Negrin was a
member of the Committee of 75, a

group of Cuban leaders in the Uni-
ted States who favor a dialogue
between the Cuban community
abroad and the Castro government.
Negrin was gunned down by right-
wing Cubans in nearby Union City.

Comparing the assassins to a
“nest of rats,” Nieto urged the au-
dience to join a national emergency
telegram campaign to demand a
federal investigation into Negrin’s
death.

Other rally speakers included
Chris Hildebrand of New Jersey
NOW'’s Labor Task Force; Robert
Bersen of the Young Socialist Al-
liance; and Deborah Jamison, presi-
dent of the Summit (New Jersey)
Area NOW chapter.

Jamison described how she be-
came disillusioned with Carter and
other Democratic party politicians
and how she arrived at the conclu-
sion that socialism was the only way
to change “an economic system that
lines the pockets of a small minority
of people, while denying the rest of
us the right to full employment,
decent wages, safe work environ-
ments, and the right to keep from
freezing to death this winter.”

Messages of solidarity were given
by antinuclear activist Michele
Hughes and by Barbara Harris,
president of the Newark Teachers
Association.

Harris expressed her appreciation
of the Militant. “By the time I go
from Iran to Mexico, to Nicaragua,
down to Greensboro, North Carol-
ina, I’ve fought a million battles,”
she said.

Rally participants expressed their
enthusiasm for the SWP’s 1980 cam-
paign by pledging more than $2,800
and volunteering their time to work
for the Pulley-Zimmermann ticket.
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war with Iranian people’

oppose this war drive.

Despite all the effort on the part of
the newspapers and politicians, the
war propaganda, the racist hysteria
and the incitement to riot that has
taken place this past month, the Amer-
ican people are not in a frame of mind
to go to war.

Religious fanatics

So the newspapers, radio, and televi-
sion owned by the superrich realize
they have to step up the propaganda.
They have shifted into high gear.

They are telling us the Iranian peo-
ple are simple-minded fanatics, reli-
gious fanatics, medieval.

We are being told that the Muslim
people (who happen to be dark-
skinned, you may have noticed), are
uncivilized. Their culture, along with
their religion, is backward. Whereas
the Western Christian culture is ad-
vanced, you see.

The newspapers tell us that Kho-
meini is a “madman”—a “holy mad-
man,” as they try to get us ready for
war. That’s why all this is going on.

Anybody who dares to challenge
American imperialism is declared in-
sane.

They said the same thing about

Malcolm X, didn’t they? They said,
“He preaches hate”—because he hated
racism, because he hated U.S. domina-
tion of foreign countries.

They said Fidel Castro was crazy—
crazy because he dared to say Cubans
should control Cuba. That’s a crazy
idea to Rockefeller.

And they say Khomeini is crazy
because Iran won’t sell oil any more to
racist, apartheid South Africa. That’s
very crazy. Rockefeller wouldn’t act
that way.

They say Khomeini’s crazy because
he wants to bring the murderer shah to
justice, because he wants to recover
some of the billions stolen from the
Iranian people.

When I think of crazy people, I’ll tell
you who I think about. I think about
the first family—Jimmy Carter’s fam-
ily. I think about Billy Carter. I think
about what I read the other day. Miss
Lillian, Jimmy’s mother, who got hot
under the collar and said if only she
had an extra million, an extra million,
she would hire somebody to kill Kho-
meini.

Hostages

Carter and the media are lying about
the “abuse” of the hostages. This is
another way to whip up the public to
favor war. But everyone who has seen
the hostages, including the hostages
themselves, deny they are being mis-
treated.

Who are these hostages anyway?
Well, we can be sure that many of
them are simply spies. That’s what
they are—spies or people assigned to
protect the spies.

A U.S. embassy in a country in the
middle of a revolution—a revolution
against U.S. domination and repres-
sion—that U.S. embassy is not preoc-
cupied with simply processing visas.

The few Americans who remain are
part of the staff of 1,000 that existed
after the revolution toppled the shah
last February. And the 1,000 were
those who remained from what was
before a 70,000-strong American pres-
ence in Iran—advisers to the military,
advisers to the secret police, advisers
to the shah, CIA operatives, as well as
employees of U.S. corporations.

It was the CIA in 1953 that orga-
nized the military coup that brought
the shah back to power. Why should
we think they have any different aims
today?

It was the United States govern-
ment ruling Iran—ruling through the
shah—ruling from the hated U.S. Em-
bassy.

The shah, acting for American cor-
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porate interests, had to brutally sup-
press the masses. He prohibited any
democracy.

Shah’s tyranny

The Iranian people had no right to
speak, no right to assemble. They
didn’t have the right to read what they
wanted. Iranian workers didn’t have
the right to form trade unions. They
didn’t have the right to practice their

o
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‘It was the Ulted Staies government
ruling Iran—ruling through the shah—
ruling from the hated U.S. Embassy.’

religion freely. Rights that we take for
granted were denied.

The masses were forced to live in
poverty, burdened by high unemploy-
ment and high inflation. They were
forced to live in bad houses, small tin
shacks, with very few schools. But lots
of prisons.

They were forced to live like this in a
country that is extremely rich in natu-
ral resources. But the wealth from that
oil went directly to the shah and to his
American friends, the Rockefellers, not
to the Iranian masses.

The Iranian people rose up last year
to change all this. And now they are
continuing their revolution, fighting
for some of the very same things we
need too: to nationalize the big indus-
tries like they did with the oil industry;
to win control of production in the
factories; to halt inflation; provide jobs
for the unemployed; to gain land to
farm; to insure the rights of oppressed
minorities.

And most of all they are striving to
keep their country free from foreign
domination—the same thing we fought
for 200 years ago.

Send back shah

Let the U.S. government recognize,
for the first time, the rights of the
Iranian people to determine their own
fate, by extraditing the shah. The shah
should be returned to Iran where the
massive evidence of his crimes exists.

It is in Iran where the hundreds of
thousands who were tortured are. It is
in Iran where the relatives of tens of
thousands who were mowed down by

volley after volley of machine gun fire
can testify. And it is in Iran where the
masses who were victims of his
robbery and thievery can point to the
role he played.

The politicians and the news media
say that other countries are kicking us
around.

We are being kicked around. The
American workers are being kicked
around. But not by the Vietnamese.
Not by the Black Africans. Not by the
Nicaraguans. And not by the Iranians.

When you go to the gas pumps,
somebody kicks you in the head. But it
is Rockefeller.

When you go to the supermarket,
somebody kicks you in the head. It's
Rockefeller, or his cousins, or a
member of his class.

When you breathe radiation, you're
being kicked around in the lungs and
in the chest, but not by the Iranians.

You're being kicked around by red-
blooded American capitalists.

‘One voice’?

Carter and the other Democrats and
Republicans keep telling us we have to
“speak with one voice” about Iran,
that all Americans must join together
to defend our national interests.

Well, I disagree 100 percent.

There’s no such thing as “common
American interests.” The interests of
Rockefeller and the other tycoons are
different from and antagonistic to the
interests of Black people and to the
interests of all working people in this
country.

Our interests—the interests of the
American working people—are the
same as the interests of the working
people of Iran.

I don’t own anything in Iran. I don’t
own any oil wells or automobile plants.
We have nothing to lose if the people of
Iran establish their independence and
deepen their revolution to gain a better
life for themselves. We welcome this.

It is necessary that we here in the
United States make our voice heard—
our antiwar voice. It is necessary that
we continue breaking through the wall
of lies and distortions. In our unions,
on our campuses, in our organizations,
we will take the lead in helping to
build and organize this antiwar con-
sciousness and this future antiwar
movement, just as we did against the
war in Vietnam.

This is the main task of my cam-
paign and of all the other campaigns
of Socialist Workers Party candidates.
We are helping explain the truth to the
American working people.

The SWP and Young Socialist Al-
liance are helping build a movement to
defend those who are suppressed by
the rulers of this country and who
resist that oppression. We are helping
build a movement that can not only
“kick around” Rockefeller’'s govern-

"ment, but that can ultimately kick it

out—Kkick it out of power and replace it
with a worker’s government that will
follow a real human rights policy
abroad and follow policies to satisfy
human needs at home.

The Socialist Workers Presidential
Campaign Committee now has availa-
ble a new poster and button to protest
Carter's war threats against Iran.

The poster, a reprint of the center-
spread from the December 7 Militant,
documents the atrocities of the shah's
regime.

The button says “Why die for the
shah—Stop U.S. war threats against
Iran—Vote Socialist Workers.”

Order yours today!

sion, Washington, D.C.

New button, poster on Iran

Paid for by the Socialist Workers Presidential Campaign Committee. A copy of our report is filed with
the Federal Election Commission and is available for purchase from the Federal Election Commis-

O Please send me copies of the
poster. Single copies free. $2 for 100.

O Please send me copies of the
button. 50 cents each. 35 cents for 10 or
more. '

0O Please send me more information on
the SWP Campaign.

Clip and mail to Socialist Workers Presi-
dential Campaign, 14 Charles Lane, New
York, N.Y. 10014,

Name

Address

City State
Zip Phone

PHILADELPHIA

U.S. Hands Off Iran!
Speakers:
Andrew Pulley, SWP candidate
for president
Nora Danielson, 1979 SWP candi-
date for mayor of Philadelphia
Saturday, Dec. 8, 7:30 p.m.
AFSCME District Council 33 Haq.
3001 Walnut Street
For more information call
(215) 927-4747.

PORTLAND

Stop U.S. War Threats
Against Iran
Speaker:
Matilde Zimmermann, SWP can-
didate for vice-president
Saturday, December 8
Reception 6 p.m.
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Rally 8 p.m.
1819 Northwest Everett
Dinner & rally: $4
Rally only: $1
For more information call
(503) 222-7225

Andrew Pulley

candidate for president

Dec. 13-16  Washington D.C./
Baltimore

Matilde Zimmermann
candidate for vice-president

Dec. 9-12 Puget Sound

Other socialists on tour

Cathy Sedwick

Dec. 8-10 Louisville

Fred Halstead

Dec. 7-9 Denver

Héctor Marroquin

Dec. 6-8
Dec. 12

Albuquerque
Miami




S. Africa sends troops
Rhodesia reglme escalates war on Blacks

By Ernest Harsch

At the Zimbabwe negotiations in
London, the imperialists are talking of
“peace.” But in southern Africa, they
are escalating their war drive.

With the backing of Washington and
London, the white-dominated Rhode-
sian government of Bishop Abel Mu-
zorewa and the apartheid regime of
South Africa have greatly stepped up
their attacks against the Zimbabwean
freedom struggle—and against the
Black masses of southern Africa as a
whole.

On November 30, South Africa
Prime Minister Pieter W. Botha
admitted—for the first time—that
South African military forces were
already involved in Zimbabwe.

Botha said that “South Africa, after
consultation with the Government of
Zimbabwe Rhodesia, has for some time
now been looking to the protection of
our interests as well as our vital lines
of communication, such as the rail
links to Beitbridge and the railway
links through it.” Beitbridge is in
southern Zimbabwe.

Paratroop battalions

Although Botha gave no further
‘details, the South African intervention
in Zimbabwe is already quite exten-
sive. According to reports in the De-
cember 1 Washington Post, there is
one, and possibly two, South African
paratroop battalions stationed at Ru-
tenga, in southern Zimbabwe.

South African helicopter pilots have
flown with the Rhodesian forces, and
South African Mirage jet fighters have
participated in bombing raids into Mo-
zambique.

South African officers are legally
allowed to serve with the Rhodesian
military for extended periods, without
loss of seniority or rank. South African
infantrymen have been asked to volun-
teer for the Rhodesian army.

Rhodesian troops have received
training in South Africa. And accord-
ing to some reports more than 40
percent of the Rhodesian war budget—
now estimated to run $2 million a
day—is provided by the South African
government.

South African support for Muzorewa
and former Rhodesian Prime Minister
Ian Smith has long been apparent. But
Botha’s speech marked the first time
since the withdrawal of South Africa’s
police from Zimbabwe in 1976 that the
Pretoria regime has openly acknowl-
edged that it was directly involved in
the war.

His speech could only have been
intended as a threat of even greater
South African intervention against the
peoples of Zimbabwe. It is part of the
current efforts by British and U.S.
imperialism to put maximum pressure
on the Zimbabwean liberation forces
and the so-called front line states.

Bombings & sabotage

Backed up by the much more power-
ful apartheid regime to the south, the
Muzorewa-Smith regime has conducted
frequent bombing raids, sabotage ac-
tions, and troop incursions into neigh-
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boring Zambia and Mozambique, both
of which provide sanctuary to the
Patriotic Front guerrilla forces.

Thousands of Zimbabwean refugees
and Mozambican civilians have been
killed by Rhodesian troops over the
past two years. Dams, bridges, build-
ings, and railway lines have been
seriously damaged as well, in a deliber-
ate effort to disrupt the Mozambican
economy. Rhodesian-backed terrorist
groups within Mozambique have car-
ried out numerous sabotage actions in
Maputo and other cities.

Since October, Rhodesian planes and
commando units have knocked out
many of Zambia’s main road and rail
links to other countries, including the
vital Tazara railway through Zambia
and Tanzania. In early November, the
Rhodesian government declared a
blockade on all shipments of corn from
South Africa to Zambia.

Muzorewa has threatened to use “far
greater” force than Zambia “has expe-
rienced in the past, and the consequen-
ces will be disastrous for the unfortu-
nate Zambian masses.”

Declaring that Zambia was in a
“full-scale war situation,” Zambian
President Kenneth Kaunda on No-
vember 20 ordered a mass military
mobilization. All reservists were called
up and all military leaves were can-
celled.

“The party and its government,”
Kaunda said, “will also take the neces-
sary steps to mobilize all other resour-
ces for the war.”

In addition, Kaunda appealed for
material and other forms of assistance
to both Zambia and the Patriotic Front
“to fight this just war to its logical
conclusion.”

‘Britons go home’

Laying responsibility for the Rhode-
sian raids where it belongs—with
London—several thousand Zambian
youths marched on the British High
Commission offices in Lusaka on No-
vember 23 and 24, chanting, ‘“Britons
go home!”

Within Zimbabwe itself, the Rhode-
sian army’s efforts to crush the strug-
gles of the Zimbabwean workers and
peasants continue to claim the lives of
scores of Blacks each week.

The vast bulk of the country is now
ruled under martial law, under which
the white-led armed forces can act with
legal impunity against Black villagers
and suspected supporters of the Patrio-
tic Front.

Despite the massive force employed
against the Zimbabwean freedom
struggle, it has continued to gain in
strength. There are now up to 17,000
Patriotic Front fighters operating in
the country, and thousands more are
based in Zambia and Mozambique.
The Rhodesian regime has been forced
to abandon some areas of the country-
side to the liberation forces.

Pressure in London

Unable to defeat the Zimbabwean
struggle on the ground, the imperial-
ists are hoping to sidetrack it through

the London talks.

For several weeks, the British
government—with tacit American
backing—has been applying considera-
ble pressure at the negotiating table to
force political and military concessions
from the leaders of the Patriotic Front.

Partly as a result of the devastating
attacks on Zambia, Kaunda himself
has counseled the front to compromise.

While giving barely disguised appro-
val to the relentless Rhodesian war
drive, the British negotiators, led by
Foreign Secretary Lord Carrington,
issued a series of ultimatums to the
Patriotic Front, warning that if it did
not go along with the British settle-
ment proposals, London would lift
economic and military sanctions
against the Rhodesian regime anyway.

‘Blackmail’

In face of such “blackmail
attacks”—as Zimbabwean leader Jo-
shua Nkomo called them—the Patrio-
tic Front made a number of conces-
sions.

On October 18, it decided to accept a
British-proposed constitution, which
would ensure a dlsproportlonate white
representation in parliament; safe-

guard white control of the army, police,

and civil service; and prohibit any
major constitutional changes for ten
years.

On November 15, it also agreed to
accept the authority of a British gover-
nor, who would take over the govern-
ment of Zimbabwe until new elections
had been held. The governor would
also head a Commonwealth ‘“peace--
keeping” force, which is to include
several hundred British troops.

Although the terms of the settlement
carry grave risks for the Zimbabwean
masses—in particular if British troops
are sent—the actual course of the
struggle will be decided in Zimbabwe
itself.

Settlement or no settlement, the level
of mobilization of the Zimbabwean
masses will make it very difficult for
the imperialists to impose their will.

The South African authorities them-
selves have very little confidence that
the London talks will be successful in
derailing the Zimbabwean struggle.

In an open threat to intervene with
massive military force should the Pa-
triotic Front come to power, Botha
warned on November 19 that Pretoria
would not tolerate ‘“chaos” on its
borders.

From Intercontinental Press/Inprecor

Agricultural Implement workers face long strike

More than 75,000 United Auto Workers members employed by Interna-
tional Harvester and Caterpillar—two of the three major agricultural
implement corporations—are facing a long, hard strike.

In addition to economic demands, auto workers are striking against
Harvester’'s attempt to impose forced overtime. Previous UAW contracts
have included provisions against compulsory overtime. But the company
is trying to take away the overtime safeguard.

Members of UAW Local 974 in Peoria, Illinois, walked out of Caterpillar
on October 1. After they struck for three weeks without international
UAW authorization, a nationwide walkout was sanctioned October 29.
Some 40,000 workers in eight Caterpillar plants are participating. On
November 1, 35,000 UAW members at Harvester joined the strike.

Negotiations are at an impasse. On November 26 the union and
Harvester met for the first time since the strike began. But no progress
was made and no further talks are planned.

What has already been a long strike is shaping up to be even longer—a
major battle for the UAW.

The strike is a test not only for auto workers but for the entire union
movement. Solidarity activities in support of the strikers are urgently
needed.

Local fights sexism at A.C. Spark Plug

Sue Hagen from Local 1866 in Milwaukee sends this report:

Workers punching in at A.C. Spark Plug several weeks ago were greeted
with a display of sexist placards around the time clock. Some of the signs
read: “A woman’s place is in the kitchen and the bedroom,” and “Down
with the ERA.” The rest were crude references to the female anatomy.

Some of the workers on the previous shift were striking a blow at the
“radicals” and “women’s libbers’ in the plant. They had the tacit backing
of management—which removed one pornographic sign, but allowed the
rest to stand.

The woman-baiters misjudged, however. The plant is nearly half
women, and many of them were outraged.

They weren’t just personally insulted; they saw it as an attack on their
right to work at A.C. A Local 1866 alternate committeeperson went one
step further. “This is anti-union bullshit,” she said. She collected the
placards and marched up to the union office.

The next day, several of us circulated a statement condemning the
incident as an attack on the whole union. We had no trouble collecting a
page of signatures during break.

Local 1866 promised a quick response and came down hard on the
woman-baiters. The next issue of the newsletter was out within a week. In
a front-page editorial the union reaffirmed its defense of women’s rights
and explained the need for unity.

The union’s action effectively silenced the antiwoman campaign. We
are now in a stronger position to help the local build an 