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Strikers defy attack- solidarity urgently needed 

Militant/Jon Hillson 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va., April 16-Cops beat Steelworker pickets at shipyard. From there, police rampaged down city streets and 
tried to storm strike headquarters. See pages 2-7. 

The following 
statement was re­
leased April 18 by 
Socialist Workers 
Party leader Andrew • 
Pulley. A member of 
United Steelworkers 
Local 1066 in Gary, 
Indiana, Pulley was 
the SWP's candidate 
for mayor in the re­
cent Chicago elec­
tions. 

The bloody police riot against striking Steel­
workers in Newport News, Virginia, on April 
16 was a calculated attack on the entire labor 
movement. 

It must not go unanswered. 
When uniformed stormtroopers can bust into 

a union strike headquarters-in a violent 
attempt to wreck the offices and beat up those 
inside-the rights of all unions are in jeo­
pardy. 

When peaceful pickets can be systematically 
broken up-denied their rights to free speech, 
free assembly, and even freedom to walk the 
streets-then no working person is safe. 

Steelworkers organizer Jack Hower said, "It 
was a 'heat-a-steelworker day' for Newport 
News and Virginia State police." 

An emergency outcry of protest-telegrams, 
news conferences, and rallies-is needed to 
show that the labor movement will not allow 
democratic rights to fall under police boots 
and billy clubs. Now is the time for a renewed 

nationwide campa:ign of labor solidarity with · 
the embattled Newport News shipyard strik­
ers. 

The truth about police union busting in 
Newport News and the threat it poses must be 
made known. It is being covered up by the 
employers' news media which talk about 
"strike violence," as though the men and 
women fighting for their democratic right to 
union representation were at fault. 

The need for solidarity is more urgent, not 
less, since the April 18 announcement by 
shipyard management of a new "offer" to 
allow strikers to return to work. This "offer"­
a transparent attempt to divide the strikers­
has been promptly repudiated by the union. 
The strike continues. 

The members of USW A Local 8888 voted 
last December to strike because Tenneco re­
fused to recognize their union and bargain 
with them. It is up to the members of Local 
8888 to decide when they will end their strike 
and on what terms. 

A powerful show of nationwide labor solidar­
ity now is one of the best ways to help them in 
their present struggle and in future battles. 

The stakes have never been higher. Newport 
News has become the front line of a major 
confrontation between the corporate profiteers 
and the labor movement. The bosses are 
determined to keep unions out of the low-wage, 
"right to work" South and to extend thr same 
antilabor policies north, east, and west. 

The Tenneco-cop strikebreaking in Newport 
News was no isolated event, no southern 

peculiarity. It is part of a national offensive of 
the capitalist class to make workers shoulder 
the burden of the worldwide crisis of their 
economic system. 

Strikebreaking in Newport News goes along 
with Carter's 7 percent wage ceiling and his 
"use less pay more" energy policy. 

It goes along with the attempts to roll back 
equal rights gains such as busing, affirmative 
action, legal abortion, and the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 

It goes along with Carter's military moves in 
the Middle East and his attempts to prepare 
the American people to accept new wars in 
which young workers will fight and die to 
protect-not freedom-but U.S. corporate inter­
ests abroad. 

It goes along with the attempt by Carter and 
the coal bosses last year to destroy or cripple 
the United Mine Workers union. 

But like the coal miners, the Newport News 
Steelworkers are setting an inspiring example 
of how working people can organize and fight 
back. 

The union cause has brought together Black 
and white, men and women, young and old. 
They have held fast, despite Tenneco's viru­
lent strikebreaking, despite news media lies, 
despite police violence. 

They have gotten no help from the phony 
"friends of labor" in government. No Demo­
cratic or Republican politician has condemned 

Continued on next page 

























Cuban revolution Won him to Marxism 

Dan Styron: a fighter for socialism 
By Dick Roberts 

HOUSTON-Dan Styron, a leading 
activist in the Young Socialist Alliance 
and Socialist Workers Party for seven­
teen years, died here last week. He was 
thirty-seven years old. 

Dan was one of the best representa­
tives of the generation of American 
youth that was recruited to socialism 
by the Cuban revolution in the early 
1960s. 

Styron was a leader of the YSA in 
the 1960s. He was an organizer of the 
anti-Vietnam War movement in New 
York, Berkeley, Chicago, and Los An­
geles. He worked in numerous capaci­
ties to build the SWP and was one of 
the leaders of the party's expansion in 
the Southwest. 

In the past year, Styron helped lead 
the campaign to turn the party's mem­
bership and activities toward the grow­
ing political openings in the industrial 
unions. Since last June he had been 
working in Houston's Hughes Tool 
Plant, where he was a member of 
United Steelworkers Local 174Z 

Dan Styron was born in 1941 and 
grew up in Lincoln, Massachusetts. 
His father was a Unitarian­
Congregational minister artd his 
mother a speech therapist. 

Studied Marxism 
It was at Carleton College from 1959 

to 1963 that Styron first came in con­
tact with revolutionary Marxism. He 
participated in a socialist discussion 
group and studied the great German 
philosopher Hegel in a seminar under 
Hegelian scholar J.M. Findlay. 

Reading Marx and Engels taught 
Dan to analyze history and society 
scientifically. But it was the Cuban 
revolution that convinced him the 
working class had the power to change 
society, and that revolutionary strug­
gle and victory were indeed possible 
against the imperialists. 

Dan was one of the dozens of Carle­
ton students who built the largest 
chapter of the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee on any campus in the U.S. 
They told the truth about Cuba, refut­
ing the barrage of anti-Castro lies in 
the imperialist press. 

Another key ingredient in Styron's 
revolutionary education in Minnesota 
came from Vincent Ray Dunne, an 
outstanding leader of the Trotskyist 
movement. Ray Dunne, then in his 
seventies, had been a central political 
leader of the Minneapolis truck driv­
ers' strike of the 1930s. 

Ray's doors were always -open to the 
young people coming around the party, 
and from him Styron learned a great 
deal about the history of the American 
working class. From Ray Dunne Dan 
absorbed the conviction that guided 
him the rest of his life-that the Ameri­
can working class can and will lead 
the overturn of decaying capitalism in 
America. Only the workers can do this; 
there is no other force with the social 
power. They would finish what the 
Cubans began. 

Houston to hold 
Styron tribute 
A meeting in tribute to the life of 

Dan Styron will be held ltpril 21, at 
4 p.m. at the Houston Socialist 

-Workers Party headquarters. 
Speakers include Rick Berman, 

chairperson, Houston . Socialist 
Workers Party; Dick Roberts and 
Betsey Stone, SWP National Com­
mittee; Tom Kincaid, member of 
Sunbeam Lodge, Railway Carmen; 
and Julie Scott, member of Steel­
workers Local 7756. 

The· meeting will take place at 
806 Elgin Street, Number 1, Hous­
ton, Texas 77006. Messages may be 
sent to that address. 
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Dan Styron during his 1974 Socialist Workers campaign for U.S. senator from 
California. 

The winds of social change were 
picking up in America. Mass demon­
strations for desegregation were sweep­
ing the South. Students were organiz­
ing solidarity demonstrations in the 
North. The "ban the bomb" movement 
was winning support on the campuses. 
Malcolm X was beginning to speak 
ever more loudly and clearly. Styron 
and his companion at the time, Mary­
Alice Waters, left Carleton for gradu­
ate school at the University of Califor­
nia at Berkeley. They wanted to be at a 
center of political activity and where 
they could also join the SWP-which 
they did at the end of 1963. 

Soon the Berkeley YSA was 
immersed in the civil rights movement. 
Mass picket lines and sit-ins were 
organized at the Sheraton Palace Hotel 
and Cadillac dealers in San Francisco 
to demand equal employment oppor­
tunities for Blacks. A few months later, 
the university administration at Berke­
ley moved to crack down on the politi­
cal ferrpent that was stirring among 
students. When the administration 
tried to ban tables collecting funds for 
civil rights organizations, the Berkeley 
Free Speech Movement exploded. 

Styron and other YSA members were 
among those thrust forward into the 
leadership of the FSM. 

Antiwar movement 
Graduate school lasted less than a 

year for Dan, as political activity be­
came more and more the center of his 
life. Following the civil rights protests 
and Free Speech Movement, the YSA 
and SWP in the Bay Area plunged into 
the antiwar movement, helping to or­
ganize the Vietnam Day Committee. 

In April 1965 the Students for a 
Democratic Society (SDS) organized an 
antiwar march in Washington. The 
B_ay Area followed up by organizing a 
thirty-six-hour teach-in that drew some 
30,000 participants at the University of 
California in Berkeley. 

The teach-in could not have been 
built without the work of the YSA. And 
much of that work was organized and 
led by Dan Styron. 

The next six years of Styron's life 
would be absorbed with building the 
antiwar movement and building the 
YSA and the SWP across the country. 
These were inseparable processes. 

Styron moved to New York in Au­
gust 1965 to participate in the leader­
ship of the YSA as a member of its 
National Executive Committee. He 
became New York City YSA organizer 
and worked to build the Fifth Avenue 
Vietnam Peace Parade Committee as 
well as . numerous campus antiwar 
groups. 

The struggle against Washington1s 
war was bringing hundred~ of new 
forces into the Trotskyist movement 
around the country. It was imperative 
to organize new branches of the YSA 
and SWP. And Styron soon packed his 
suitcase again to help build the SWP 
nationally. He was always ready to go 
when a new party assignment came 
along, 

He served alternately as antiwar 
director and party organizer in Chi­
cago in the period of 196()..169; in Austin 
and Houston in 1969-70; and in Los 
Angeles in 1971-74. He served on the 
SWP National Committee from 1967 to 
1976. 

Party organizer 
As a leader of the party building 

branches in city after city, Dan put the 
highest value on education-not just in 
classes but in day-to-day contact and 
discussion. He related everything to 
the largest ideas of socialism. 

Styron was a popular educator, con­
stantly giving clas!!eS. He was good at 
recruiting and was instrumental in 
building the YSA on many campuses. 

He would always insist: "You have 
to read. And not only the Militant; 
there is no substitute for basic reading. 
Read Lenin's State and Revolution. 
Read Engels's Socialism, Utopian and 
Scientific." 

The launching of the SWP branch in 
Houston in 1969 was intimately related 
to the new rise of the Chicano move­
ment. When Styron moved to Houston 
to help found the branch, he plunged 
into the history and development of 
the Chicano nationality. He followed 
the development of the Raza Unida 
Party and went to Crystal City to talk 
to leaders of the party after they were 
elected to office there in 1970. 

It was in Houston that Styron met 
Olga Rodriguez, a leading Chicana 
activist, whom he helped to recruit to 
the SWP and who would become his 

close companion for the next ten years. 
Rodriguez was a student at the Uni­

versity of Houston and a leader of 
MAYO, the Mexican American Youth 
Organization. · 

In Los Angeles Styron continued his 
special interest in the Chicano move­
ment. He was the SWP's candidate for 
U.S. Senate from California in 1974. In 
1975 Styron returned to New York 
where Rodriguez was working in the 
national office of the YSA and then the 
SWP. 

Industrial turn 
By this time the long economic boom 

of the 1960s had faded into chronic 
inflationary and recessionary crises. 
In New York in 1975 unemployment 
was growing sharply, and the Demo­
cratic Party rulers of the city were 
laying off thousands of municipal 
workers and cutting back social wel­
fare programs wherever they could. 
Everywhere the ruling class was step­
ping up its warfare against the Ameri­
can working class. 

For a time, Styron was the acting 
director of trade-union work for the 
New York SWP. Meanwhile, big strug­
gles in basic industry were beginning 
to shape up. This was the radicaliza­
tion of working people that Styron had 
looked forward to for fifteen years. 

The campaign of Ed Sadlowski for 
president of the United Steelworkers 
union showed there were tens of thou­
sands of steelworkers-young, women 
as well as men, Blacks, and 
Chicanos-ready and willing to chart 
a new course of struggle against the 
bosses. 

Styron had been closely following 
news about the steelworkers' struggles 
in Houston, and especially at Hughes 
Tool, where supporters of the Sadlow­
ski Fight Back campaign had gobbled 
up bundles of Militants each week. 

In April 1978, following the decision 
of the SWP National Committee to 
rapidly get a majority of party 
members into basic industry, Styron 
moved back to this big industrial hub. 
He wanted to help lead the turn to 
industry with which he wholeheartedly 
agreed. He had a job at Hughes within 
a month. He plunged into the struggles 
around the right of steelworkers to 
ratify their contracts, the Weber case, 
and the strike at New~ort News. 

The revolutionist 
Throughout his adult life Dan sUf­

fered. increasingly from bouts of severe 
psychological depression. Ultimately 
this proved too much for him and on 
April 9 he took his own life. 

His suicide in no way represented a 
statement of political despair. He was 
enthusiastic about the work the party 
is doing in the labor movement and 
totally confident in the revolutionary 
perspective for the American working 
class. Dan avidly followed the near­
nuclear disaster at Three Mile Island, 
using it to underline the depth and 
dangerous implications of the capital­
ist crisis. He continued to carry out his 
political activity to within a few days 
of his death. 

Once convinced of Marxism a decade 
and a half ago, Styron turned every 
ounce of his energy and ability to 
building a revolutionary party of 
workers. He never wavered from his 
commitment to this goal or his loyalty 
to the SWP. He spread the ideas of 
Marxism with a warm, winning con­
viction that inspired deep affection for 
him. 

Styron made a significant contribu­
tion to building the Leninist party in 
this country. He was one of those who, 
beginning with the first thaw of the 
cold war in the early 1960s, made it 
possible for the revolutionary party to 
revive and to grow so that it would be 
present for the new generation of 
workers now entering our ranks. 
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World Outlook 

Continued from preceding page 
ponents of the front-Nkomo's Zim­
babwe African People's Union (ZAPU) 
and Mugabe's Zimbabwe African Na­
tional Union (ZANU)-are both out­
lawed by the Rhodesian regime. They 
have called for a boycott of the elec-
tions. . 

Finally, the elections will be held 
under the guns of the Rhodesian army. 
Since Smith, Muzorewa, Sithole, and 
Chirau will require as high a Black 
turnout as possible in their bid to use 
the elections as a basis for more direct 
imperialist support, Blacks who try to 
boycott the polls will run a serious risk 
of physical reprisal. 

The Rhodesian regime is preparing 
for a massive military mobilization 
during the elections and has canceled 
all leaves and deferments. Plans have 
also been laid for staggered balloting 
over several days to make it possible 
for large concentrations of troops to be 
moved from one polling area to 
another. 

White employers and farm owners 
have been urged to instruct their Black 
employees to vote. According to Ayoun 
Kara, ·a leader of Muzorewa's United 
African National Council, "It is in the 
White interest to see a very large 
turnout at our first one man, one vote 
elections." 

Terror drive against Blacks 
The elections come at a time when 

the regime has sharply escalated its 
military campaign to terrorize the 
Black masses and to crush the libera­
tion struggle. 

Martial law has been extended to 
cover 80 percent of the country. Under 
it the military has a completely free 
h~nd to brutalize the rural population 
and to execute anyone suspected of 
sympathizing with the freedom figh­
ters. 

Citing church sources, corre(lpondent 
,John F. Bums reported in the De­
. cember 28 New York Times that "a 
picture has emerged of perfunctory 
trials resulting in quick death sente.n­
ces for guerrillas and for those assist­
ing them, and of troops descending on 
black villages and burning the huts of 
tribesmen accused of assisting the 
insurgents. In other cases, the troops 
are said to have rounded up all the 
young men living in an area and taken 
them to detention centers to prevent 
their being drafted by the rebels." 

Napalm is now being widely used, 
and there have been frequent reports of 
massacres of Black villagers. 

In attempts to starve the insurgent 
Blacks into submission, the army has 
shut down shops, destroyed granaries, 
killed cattle, and prohibited the Red 
Cross from distributing food to civili­
ans in certain areas. 

Rhodesian troops have rounded up 
hundreds of Black students and taken 
them to martial-law zones to partici­
pate in forced-labor programs for white 
farm owners. 

Commenting on the measures 
against rural Blacks, Smith stated in 
an interview, "This is mild treatment 
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by comparison to what could happen 
to them. According to the laws of the 
country, they could be convicted and 
hanged. So if they are still alive and 
able to talk about these things, they 
have gotten off lightly" (New York 
Times, February 9). 

These terror operations have induced 
thousands of Blacks to flee the coun­
try. There are now thought to be some 
140,000 Zimbabwean refugees in 
camps in Mozambique, Zambia, and 
Botswana, plus hundreds more in An­
gola and Tanzania. 

Silence in Washington 
In a serious extension of the war, the 

Rhodesian forces have bombed Zim­
babwean refugee and guerrilla camps 
in nearby countries, taking thousands 
of lives since the first such large-scale 
raids in 1976. 

In one of the recent attacks, 192 
refugees were massacred during a Feb­
ruary 26 raid into Angola. 

The virtual silence in Washington 
and London over these murderous 
bombing raids is yet another indica­
tion of the support in those capitals for 
the Salisbury regime. As the imperial­
ists see it, the heavier the losses in­
flicted on the liberation struggle, the 
better. 

Besides such large-scale air strikes, 
the Rhodesian forces are also engaged 
in sabotage and other actions against 
neighboring Black regimes that pro­
vide sanctuary and assistance to the 
freedom fighters. Gen. Peter Walls, the 
Rhodesian commander, has admitted 
that Rhodesian troops were active 
outside of the country on a daily basis. 

One prominent target of these at­
tacks has been the Mozambican gov­
ernment. Units of the Rhodesian Spe­
cial Forces and of a Rhodesian-backed 
group in Mozambique called Free 
Africa have struck at numerous eco­
nomic and civilian-as well as 
military-sites in recent months, in­
cluding buses, truck convoys, trains, 
bridges, and regular army camps. The 
destruction of a railway bridge near 
M'Cito has cut off the bulk of Mozam­
bique's coal exports. 

This escalating aggression against 
other countries-especially the raid 
into Angola-is also a sign of the 
regime's growing desperation. 

The strains on Salisbury are likewise 
evident in the stepped-up flight out of 
the country by white settlers. During 
1978, Rhodesia suffered a net loss of 
nearly 14,000 whites, more than a 
quarter higher than the outflow for 
1977. Hundreds of those who left were 
young men liable for military call-up. 
Hundreds of the foreign mercenaries 
who were fighting for Smith have 
likewise packed up and gone. 

Because of the weakening grip of the 
white settlers and the need to begin 
building up additional military forces 
for the "majority rule" regime- that is 
slated to emerge from the elections, the 
authorities in Salisbury have sought to 
recruit additional Blacks into the 
army, whose . ranks are already 
majority-Black. Conscription of certain 
categories of Blacks was introduced at 
the beginning of the year. 

In additi_on, )loth Muzorewa and 
Sithole ha~ be\n 'building up their 
own armies, ·,~hich number anywhere 
between severh\..hunJk~d and several 
thousand troop~ each. A leader of 
Sithole's group ha)\admitted that they 
serve as "auxiliaries" to the regular 
security forces. 

These "auxiliaries" have been in­
volved in some of the terror operations 
against the rural population, plunder­
ing villages and killing sus~cted sup­
porters of the Patriotic Front. 4 sworn 
statement by an African peasap.t in 
the Nembutsiya Tribal Trust ~nd 
said, "Many people are being tortur.ed 
and killed, especially the men," }jy 
Sithole's forces. · ·'-

Despite everything Smith and his 

French-made Mirage jets like the South African model above are used In Rhodesian 
bombing raids of Mozambique. 

Black allies have attempted to do so 
far, however, the Zimbabwean struggle 
for national and class emancipation 
continues to gain momentum. 

In a rare admission, General Walls 
stated in October that the situation 
was "pretty serious" and that "in some 
areas we have slipped back a bit." 

Freedom fighters gain 
Walls was understating. Despite the 

vacillations of the Patriotic Front .lead­
ership and the continued factional 
squabbles between ZAPU and ZANU, 
the front has won increasing mass 
support: Its fighters are now believed 
to be operating in about three-quarters 
of the country, with many rural areas, 
especially along the eastern border 
with Mozambique, under their effective 
control. 

ZANU remains the more active of 
the two groups, and has an estimated 
10,000 guerrilla fighters and political 
activists functioning within the coun­
try, primarily in the east. ZAPU, 
which · has thousands of supporters 
based in Zambia, is reported to have 
increased the number of its militants 
within Zimbabwe to about 2,000, most 
of whom operate in the western part of 
the country, or clandestinely in· the 
cities. 

Reflecting their growing confidence 
against the RhodeBian forces, the free­
dom fighters are operating in larger 
units than before. Some of the new 
recruits are now even being trained 
within Zimbabwe, instead of in bases 
located outside the country. 

The increasingly effective guerrilla 
war has even reached Salisbury itself, 
with a mortar attack on the airport in 
February and the destruction of some 
15 percent of Rhodesia's oil supplies 
during a raid against Salisbury's fuel 
dumps in December. 

The reason for these gains is the 
growing mobilization of the Zimbab­
wean masses, especially in the coun­
tryside. According to a report in the 
January 19 issue of the London weekly 
New Statesman, missionaries return­
ing from rural areas "tell stories that 
would be treasonable if overheard in 
Salisbury. They report almost 100 per 
cent support for the guerrillas. . . . ". 

In response to calls .by ZANU mili­
tants in eastern· Zimbabwe, large 
numbers of the country's 320,000 Black 
agricultural workers are refusing to 
work for the white farm owners. As a 
result, some 70 percent of the white 
farms in the Umtali region have been 
abandoned by their owners. 

A November 10 radio broadcast from 
Mozambique reported that "guerrillas 
are politicizing farm workers in the 
farming regions of Zowa, Chitomborg­
wizi, Zwimba and Musengezi, all 
around the racist capital [Salisbury], 
explaining why it is necessary for 
them, the farm workers, to terminate 
their services to the racist rich white 
farmers." 

There have also been new signs of 

ferment in the cities themselves. In 
September, ZANU militants distrib­
uted leaflets in Umtali, the fourth­
largest city in the country, calling on 
the 48,000 Black inhabitants to stage a 
general strike. The strike failed to 
materialize after the Rhodesian army 
rushed in, but a month later the entire 
population of the Zimunya township 
(1,500 inhabitants) left in response to a 
ZANU call. 

A campaign against conscription 
into the Rhodesian army has been 
launched by Black students in several 
cities. Demonstrations by hundreds of 
university and high-school students 
were held in late 1978 in Salisbury, 
Bulawayo, Gwelo, and other towns, 
against the draft as well as against the 
internal settlement. 

Many Blacks who were called up to 
report for induction into the army have 
refused to show up. Some, including 
more than 100 students fr~~ the Uni­
versity of Rhodesia, chose to join the 
guerrilla fighters instead. 

Appeal to Havana 
It is against the background of this 

mounting upheaval-and the stepped­
up imperialist involvement to contain 
it-that the Zimbabwean nationalist 
forces have appealed for greater assist­
ance from the revolutionary govern­
ment in Cuba. 

Havana has already provided train­
ing and other forms of aid to the ZAPU 
forces for several years, but now 
ZANU is also appealing for such as­
sistance. Following ZANU's failure to 
enlist continued material backing from 
Beijing (until recently its major sup­
plier of military aid), ZANU leader 
Mugabe was reported to have met with 
Fidel Castro at least twice to discuss 
possible Cuban support. Although no 
announcements on this subject have 
yet been made, Mugabe stated in an 
inteview in the February 7 New York 
Times, "We are now expecting aid from 
the rest of the socialist bloc." 

The imperialists have frequently ex­
pressed fears that Cuban forces could 
become more directly involved in the 
Zimbabwean struggle, presenting a 
formidable obstacle to imperialist in­
tervention and acting as a spur to the 
revolutionary process in all of southern 
Africa. 

Even without Cuban involvement, 
however, the situation in Zimbabwe is 
serious enough from the viewpoint of 
the American, British, South African, 
and other imperialist powers. 

Fear 'losing' Zimbabwe 
In a dispatch from Salisbury in the 

December 15 New York Times, corres­
pondent Flora Lewis summed up the 
situation as seen by American offi­
cials. Noting that the "long-term, over­
all stakes for the United States in the 
conflict are increasing," Lewis con­
cludec: that "it would be a setback to 
the United States if southern- Mrica 
lost the valuable contribution that a 
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Secret gov't tapes bare 
Harrisburg cover-up 

By Arnold Weissberg 
Almost at the very moment that 

Jimmy Carter was "reassuring" resi-
dents of the Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
area that it was "quite safe for all 
concerned," his appointees at the Nu­
clear Regulatory Commission were 
coolly discussing the still-real possibil­
ity of a disastrous hydrogen explosion 
or core meltdown at the Three Mile 
Island nuclear plant. 

Tapes of the secret Washington 
meetings, recently made available to 
congressional committees, reveal that 

INSIDE: Excerpts from transcripts 
of secret Nuclear Regulatory Com­
mission meetings during Three Mile 
Island crisis. Page 21. 

the NRC played with tens of thou­
sands of lives. 

Aware of the possibility of a core 
meltdown, the NRC refused to order an 
evacuation of the area, despite re­
peated urging from one of its own top 
experts. 

"I don't know what we are protecting 
at this point," wondered NRC Safety 
Systems Director Roger Mattson. "I 
think we ought to be moving [evacuat­
ing] people." 

The transcripts show what the NRC 
was protecting: the profits and the 
very future of the nuclear industry. 

Rather than risk the political blow a 
full-scale evacuation would have deli­
vered nuclear power, the Carter admin­
istration decided to risk the lives and 
futures of central Pennsylvanians. 

It was one of many examples of the 
callous disregard this government 
"regulatory" agency has for the work­
ing people whose interests it is sup­
posed to watch out for. 

Equally shocking is the govern­
ment's efforts to minimize in its state­
ments the effects of the radiation emit­
ted during the Three Mile Island 
disaster. 

The government has compared the 
radiation of X rays, knowing perfectly 
well that the comparison is completely 
misleading. 
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Residents of Goldsboro live only 500 yards from Three Mile Island reactor. Government won't tell them how much radiation 
they've been exposed to. 

X rays penetrate only a small part of 
the body, and then only for fractions of 
a second. But the people of the Harris­
burg area were subjected to full-body 
doses for twenty-four hours a day. 

Dr. Ernest Sternglass of the Univer­
sity of Pittsburgh, a leading expert on 
the effects of low-level radiation, esti­
mated that the rates of spontaneous 
abortions, birth defects, and leukemia 

will increase 20 to 50 percent down­
wind from Three Mile Island. 

This is 100 times greater than the 
official estimates. 

Writing in the April 12 New York 
Times, Paul Milvy, assistant professor 
of community medicine at the Mount 
Sinai School of Medicine, predicted an 
extra fifty cases of cancer would be the 
result of the nuclear disaster. 

This is 250 times one official esti­
mate. 

At least four Three Mile Island plant 
workers received more than the allowa­
ble radiation dose for three months in 
only a few minutes. There is evidence 
to suggest that the government stan­
dard for workplace radiation exposure 
in a year-five rems-is ten times too 

· Continued on page 20 

Labor support urged for May 6 antinuke march 
Simultaneous news conferences 

were held in eight cities April 18 to 
announce a May 6 anti-nuclear 
power march on Washington, D.C. 

The news conferences were held in 
Washington, D.C.; .New York City; 
Chicago; Boston; Philadelphia; and 
Albany, Buffalo, and Binghamton, 
New York. 

Speaking in Washington, Jerry 
Gordon, international representative 
of the Amalgamated Meat Cutters 
union, declared, "Working people in 
this nation and throughout the 
wo:dd have the greatest stake in 
putting an end to the nuclear me­
nace. 

"It is workers who must operate 
the nuclear plants and suffer daily 
exposure to radiation. It is workers 
who transport the nuclear fuel to the 
power plants and the hazardous 

wastes from them. And it is workers 
and their families, together with 
others, who live in the communities 
surrounding these plants, who will 
be the immediate victims in the 
event of a catastrophic accident. 

"We are confident," Gordon went 
on, "that as the debate on nuclear 
power intensifies, as the true facts 
continue to come to light, as the lies 
of the nuclear industry and. its gov­
ernment backers are further ex­
posed, and as more and more 
workers understand fully the perils 
of nuclear energy, the trade-union 
movement will increasingly play a 
key role in the antinuclear struggle." 

Also speaking at the Washington 
news conference were Eugene Glover 
of the International Association of 
Machinists, Ralph Nader, and oth­
ers. 

The May 6 march has been en-

dorsed by Critical Mass Energy Pro­
ject, ·Mobilization for Survival, So­
cialist Workers Party, numerous 
anti-nuclear power alliances, Jane 
Fonda, Barry Commoner, Glora Stei­
nem, Tom Hayden, and many more. 

The May 6 protest will begin at 
noon and march from the Ellipse, 
behind the White House, down 
Pennslyvania Avenue to the Capitol. 
For more information call (202) 462-
3903. 

The May 6 action is part of a 
series of protests this spring aimed 
at the dangers of nuclear power. 

On April 28, a protest against the 
Rocky Flats, Colorado, nuclear wea­
pons plant will begin at 11 a.m. For 
more information call (303) 832-4508. 

Also on April 28, a protest against 
uranium mining on Indian land is 
set for Grants, New Mexico. For 
more information call (505) 243-2862. 

Around the country, activists are 
organizing anti-nuclear power pro­
tests for June 2-3 as part of Interna­
tional Days of Protest. 

"All these actions give antinuke 
activists an opportunity to begin 
educating about the dangers of nu­
clear power and involving the labor 
movement in the struggle against 
it," said Paul Mailhot, a member of 
the National Executive Committee 
of the Young Socialist Alliance. 

"Trade unionists can seek endorse­
ment from their locals for the ac­
tions, try to get antinuclear speakers 
to address union meetings, get union 
buses to the actions, and talk to co­
workers about the protests. 

"This will be an important first 
step in bringing the strength of the 
labor movement to bear against 
nuclear power and nuclear wea­
pons," Mailhot said. 




