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A federal judge in New York has
ordered the FBI to give its files on
eighteen political spies to attorneys
for the Socialist Workers Party and
Young Socialist Alliance.

Proceeding in unusual secrecy,
U.S. District Court Judge Thomas
Griesa issued the order in a closed
hearing two months ago. His ruling
only became public August 19 when

Judge orders FBI:
open informer files

Major ruling in socialist suit

How a socialist

Justice Department lawyers argued
against it in the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals.

The socialists have demanded the
informers’ files as part of their $40
million lawsuit against government
harassment and disruption. The de-
mand to see the files was the first
step in a major challenge to the
government’s use of informers as
political weapons. See page 4.
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5,000 SEEK 75 GM JOBS: Five thousand job seekers
from as far away as Chicago and Tennessee showed up to
apply for seventy-five jobs at a General Motors plant in
Muncie, Indiana, August 18. Rumor had it that the plant
was about to hire as many as 1,500 persons. Many showed
up the day before and spent the night in sleeping bags.

Not only did they not get jobs, but thirty cops were called
in to quell the “disorder,” and six of the unemployed were
arrested.

The International Socialist Review, which would nor-
mally appear as a supplement in this week's issue, has
been postponed one week.

DIVINE RULE: Despite its passage of laws outlawing
race and sex discrimination, the U.S. Congress still runs its
own affairs under the order of divine rule. In addition to
total exemption from any civil rights laws, congressional
employees have no job security and no grievance machin-
ery, and less than half have written vacation or sick plans.

A survey recently conducted by the House Commission on
Administrative Review found that only 6.8 percent of the
House work force are Blacks, and they’re at the bottom of
the pay scale. Of the 57.2 percent employees who are
women, 68 percent are paid less than $15,000, compared
with 35 percent of male workers. Twenty-four percent of the
men make more than $30,000 while only 1.6 percent of
women make that much.

The commission timidly suggested that Congress adopt
some kind of affirmative-action program, but stressed that
any such plan shouldn’t “restrict the prerogatives of indi-
vidual members to hire whomever they desire for their
personal and committee staffs.”

THE MILITANT GETS AROUND: The recent Militant
interview with Peter Camejo on Carter’s plan for undocu-
mented immigrants is reprinted in the July 22 issue of El
Papel de la Gente. The issue also includes an article by
Arnold Weissberg on deportations, one on the Coors strike
by Miguel Pend4s, and one on the fight of East Los Angeles
Chicanos against discriminatory auto insurance rates by
Chris Hildebrand. Serving the Riverside-San Bernadino
area of Southern California, El Papel bills itself as “the
largest Spanish bilingual newspaper in the West.”

FRUITS OF EXPLOITATION: Tejon Agricultural
Partners, a California grower, will pay fifty-three farm
workers a total of $100,000 as payment for violations of
California’s farm-labor law. It was the largest such

New managing editor

Steve Clark, a member of the Socialist Workers Party
National Committee, is replacing Nelson Blackstock as
managing editor of the Militant.

Clark, twenty-eight, was an activist in the anti-Vietnam
War movement while a student at Oberlin College from

1966-70. After moving to
Chicago, he served as staff
coordinator of the Chicago
Peace Action Coalition from
1971-1973.

In 1970 Clark joined the
Young Socialist Alliance,
and during the next year,
the SWP.

He moved to New York
City in 1973 to become part
of the national office staff of

part of 1975 he edited the
. monthly newspaper, the
Young Socialist. In 1975 he
was elected YSA national
secretary.

Since joining the Mili-
tant staff two years ago, Clark has written on desegrega-
tion, international struggles, and the election campaigns of
the Socialist Workers Party. ,

Blackstock is taking on the assignment of helping expand
the circulation of the socialist press. The business offices of
the Militant, Intercontinental Press and the Spanish-
language Perspectiva Mundial have been consolidated. The
new combined circulation department will explore ways to
increase the readership of all three socialist publications
this fall, as well as coordinate an ambitious subscription
campaign for the Militant and PM.

500 greet Puerto
Rican Nationalist

Raphael Cancel Miranda, one of five Puerto Rican
nationalists held in U.S. prisons for more than a quarter-
century, returned to Puerto Rico for a few hours August
20 to attend the funeral of his father. Some 500

supporters of Puerto Rican independence greeted
Miranda at the funeral. If he were released from prison
as his supporters have demanded, Miranda said, he
would ‘continue the struggle for the liberty of my
country, the same as always.’

settlement in the law’s two-year history.

The United Farm Workers Union and the state Agricultu-
ral Labor Relations Board charged Tejon with threatening
and intimidating workers prior to two union representation
elections.

Tejon photographed workers meeting with the UFW and
spied on prounion workers, among other things. The UFW
lost both votes.

The company has been ordered to hold a new election.

ALLIED’S NEW ALLY: Some time ago Allied Chemical
was fined $13.5 million for damages resulting from Kepone,
a poisonous chemical. Ralph Rhodes, who used to work for
the federal Environmental Protection Agency, was one of
the people responsible for seeing to it that Allied obeyed
antipollution laws. Rhodes went to work for Allied June 20
as an adviser to the director of the company’s environmen-
tal program.

BEAME DROPS HOT POTATO: In an effort to avoid
saying anything meaningful during an election year, New
York Mayor Abraham Beame backed off from his plan to
proclaim August 23 “Sacco and Vanzetti Day.” Fifty years
ago, Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, two Italian
immigrant radicals, were framed up on murder charges and
executed.

The simple ceremony honoring the two martyrs originally
planned for New York’s city hall might have been
‘“construed in poor taste,” said a spokesperson for Beame.
The mayor recently called for the return of the death pen-
alty. —Nancy Cole

the YSA. During 1974 and.

Sept. 10 will kick off
‘Militant’ sub drive

Saturday, September 10, has been set as the official
launching date for the Militant-Perspectiva Mundial
subscription drive this fall. Perspectiva Mundial is a
Spanish-language socialist biweekly.

Socialists around the country are now mapping
plans to go all out canvassing for new subscribers.
They aim to get a good jump on the 18,000 goal on that
date.

If you want to help get new readers for the Militant,
contact the socialists in your area listed in the Social-
ist Directory on page 31 of this issue.

If there is no office near you, then contact the
circulation office to get your subscription blanks and
posters: Circulation Office, 14 Charles Lane, New
York, New York 10014. Telephone: (212) 929-3486.

—



Use FALN bombing as excuse

NYC cops target Puerto Rlcan actlwsts

By Nelson Gonzalez

NEW YORK—On August 4, twenty
cops, accompanied by FBI agents and
bomb-sniffing dogs, knocked down the
door of the South Bronx apartment of
Vicente “Panama” Alba.

Without warrants, they searched the
vacant apartment and then waited
until Alba’s friend, David Pérez, ap-
peared to pick up his dog. They ar-
rested Pérez and announced they were
also seeking Alba.

The raid came shortly after two
explosions in midtown Manhattan
killed one person and injured seven.
According to police, the mysterious
Puerto Rican terrorist group FALN
took credit for the bombings.

Removed from Alba’s apartment as
“evidence” of a connection to the ex-
plosions was literature demanding
freedom for the five Puerto Rican Na-
tionalist prisoners and some stickers
with an FALN logo widely distributed
at Puerto Rican demonstrations.

The police also claimed to have
found a couple of guns, but no sign of
explosives. Alba and Pérez say the

cops made up the weapons charge.

Pérez was booked on charges of
illegal possession of a shotgun and a
handgun and released on $1,500 bond.

Alba went into hiding, but voluntar-
ily turned himself into police a few
days later. He was charged with the
same offense and released on $500
bond.

Both are scheduled to stand trial
September 13.

In an interview with the Village
Voice, Alba explained why his first
reaction was to hide: “Because I was
scared for my family and my life.
Because I know they killed [Black
Panther leader] Fred Hampton in bed
and because they killed Sacco and
Vanzetti then said they were sorry 90
or 100 years later.”

Alba’s fears were certainly not un-
founded. Democratic Mayor Abraham
Beame is running in a crowded prim-
ary election with lots of “law and
order” competition. During a visit to
the site of the FALN bombing, Beame
called for reinstating the death penalty
as a “deterrent to terrorism.”

NEW YORK—“We have killed no
one, bombed no one, committed no
crime,” declared three Puerto Rican
brothers before appearing in fed-
eral court here August 22.

Nevertheless, the three were or-
dered jailed for refusing to turn
over information to a federal grand
jury supposedly investigating
Puerto Rican terrorism.

They could remain in jail until
the grand jury’s term expires May
8, 1978.

The three are Julio, Luis, and
Andres Rosado. Two of them were
formerly associated with the Na-
tional Commission on Hispanic
Affairs of the Episcopal Church.

Maria Cuento and Raisa Ne-
mikin, both employees of that com-
mission, and Pedro Archuleta, a

Three new grand jury
victims ordered to jail

former member, have been in pris-
on since last spring for their re-
fusal to testify before the grand
jury.

The three Rosado brothers were
ordered to provide fingerprints,
palm prints, photographs, hand-
writing samples, and voice sam-
ples.

All three deny they are members
of the FALN, the terrorist group
credited with a series of bombing in
the name of Puerto Rican indepen-
dence.

They also claim no knowledge of
the bombings.

They refused to cooperate with
the grand jury because they charge
it has targeted the Puerto Rican
independence movement for de-
struction under the guise of investi-
gating “terrorism.”

Lesbians and gays tally
750 declare "human rights begin at home’

By Michael Maggi

NEW YORK-—“Human rights begin
at home—gay rights now!” chanted the
750 people who marched to the United
Nations building here August 20.

The recently organized Coalition for
Lesbian and Gay Rights (CLGR) orga-
nized the demonstration around four
demands: ‘“Lesbian and gay rights
now,” “End custody discrimination
against lesbian mothers and gay fa-
thers,” “Human rights for everyone,”
and ‘“Pass a New York City gay rights
bill now!”

The march on the United Nations
was “to alert the world that gay men
and women are still denied basic civil
and human rights,” explained CLGR
spokesperson David Thorstad.

The rally heard Stuart Russell of the
Association pour les Droits des Gai(e)s
du Québec and Winfried Kuhn, a stu-
dent from West Berlin. Besides bring-
ing messages of solidarity to the gay
rights movement in the United States,
both speakers described antigay dis-
crimination in their countries.

Jim Haughton, a leader of Harlem
Fight Black, denounced antigay dis-
crimination. He linked the fight for
human rights for gays to the struggle
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Blacks have waged for desegregation,
jobs, housing, and against police bru-
tality.

Melvin Chappell, youth director of
the Greenwich Village-Chelsea
NAACP, reminded the crowd that
Black and gay rights face many of the
same enemies. In Florida, for example,
the Ku Klux Klan grand dragon en-
dorsed Anita Bryant’s antigay cru-
sade.

It was only a massive civil rights
movement that won gains for Blacks,
Chappell reminded the crowd.

Noreen Connell, president of the
Manhattan National Organization for
Women, represented NOW on the
speakers platform. The New York
NOW chapter endorsed the CLGR
march and has invited gay and lesbian
activists to be part of the August 27
march for women’s rights.

Karolyn Pope, spokeswoman for Les-
bian Feminist Liberation, placed the
blame for the erosion of democratic
rights on politicians from Jimmy Car-
ter in Washington to Mayor Abraham
Beame in New York.

Margaret Henry brought greetings
from the Socialist Workers Party. “The
coalition is just beginning to build the

... o . il
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David Peérez (left) and Vicente ‘Panama’ Alba. ‘Evidence’ against them included
literature on five Puerto Rican Nationalist prisoners.

The pressure is on to come up with
some “terrorists.”

Pérez and Alba deny membership in
the FALN, but they are both activists
in the movement to free the five Puerto
Rican Nationalists, the longest-held
political prisoners in the United States.

The Voice article by Pablo “Yoruba”
Guzman notes, “Perez’s arrest has had
‘the effect  of rallying scattered ele-
ments of the Puerto Rican movement
to his defense.”

In the August 12-18 Claridad, news-
paper of the Puerto Rican Socialist
Party, columnist José Veldzquez des-
cribes the stepped-up attempts to ha-
rass and isolate the Puerto Rican
movement in this country. The ulti-
mate “fishing expedition,” he writes, is
the arrests of Alba and Pérez.

“If the government is going to put
people in jail because they support the
struggle for the freedom of the five
political prisoners and the indepen-
dence of Puerto Rico,” declared a state-
ment from the Committee for the Free-
dom of the Puerto Rican Nationalist
Prisoners, “then they are going to have
to build many prisons for the many
tens of thousands of Puerto Ricans,
Latin Americans, and North Ameri-
cans who know and support our just
cause.”

unity necessary in the movement to
carry on the fight for lesbian and gay
rights,” said Henry. “This fall we
should carry the coalition activities
ontd the campuses and into the com-
munities to continue actions such as
this one today.”

Other speakers included Barbara
Love, a national board member of the
National Gay Task Force and a CLGR
steering committee member; Jeanne
Manford, a founder of the Parents of
Gays of Greater New York; Joe Zogby
of the Gay Teachers Association; Joe
Kennedy from the Gay Activists Al-
liance; Andrea Gruen, speaking on the
issue of lesbian mothers; Father Leo
M. Joseph of the Church of the Beloved
Disciple; and Ardy Human of Dignity-
New York.

The CLGR is continuing its fight for.
gay rights. The coalition’s committee
on Intro 554 (New York’s gay rights
bill) will meet August 30 at the Church
of the Beloved Disciple, 348 West Four-
teenth Street. A coalition meeting
scheduled for 7:30 p.m., September 27,
at New York University’s Loeb Stu-
dent Center will discuss strategy and
action proposals for the fall gay rights
campaign.

The Puerto Rican Solidarity Day
Committee raised $330 in bail money
for Alba and Pérez. The arrests are an
“obvious attempt by the police to use
the bombings to frame up indepen-
dence supporters,” committee spokes-
person Rosa Borenstein told the Mili-
tant. ’

Socialist Workers Party mayoral
candidate Catarino Garza sent a letter
to Beame charging that Alba and
Pérez are the latest victims in the New
York City police department’s repeated
violation of the rights of Puerto Ri-
cans.

Garza called on Beame to make it
plain that he “will not tolerate any
more violations of those rights and will
take action against any police official
that violates those rights.”

When Pérez and Alba appeared in
court August 9, supporters picketed
outside.

A similar appeal is being made for
their September 13 trial at 9:30 a.m. in
Bronx County Court, 215 East 161
Street.

For more information, contact David
Pérez and Vicente Alba c/o New York
Committee to Free the Five, Box 164,
161 East Houston Street, New York,
New York 10002.

For more information contact the
Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Rights,
17 West Seventeenth Street, New York,
New York 10011.

beration

pages, 65 cents
Order from
Pathfinder Press
410 West Street

New York. New York 10014.




Judge rules in SWP case

Socialists’ attorneys to see FBI informer files

By Diane Wang

NEW YORK—A federal judge here
has ordered the FBI to turn over com-
plete files on eighteen informers to
attorneys for the Socialist Workers
Party and Young Socialist Alliance.

If upheld by higher courts, the deci-
sion will be a blow to the government
claim that the dirty work of its police
spies, including burglaries and provo-
cations, must be kept secret no matter
how criminal or unconstitutional those
activities are.

The ruling came as part of pretrial
proceedings in the socialists’ $40 mil-

lion lawsuit against government ha-

rassment.

U.S. District Court Judge Thomas
Griesa actually issued the order about
two months ago. At that time, how-
ever, he made his decision in a closed
session and ordered the ruling kept
secret. Only the government lawyers,
the socialists’ attorneys, and one SWP
representative were to know the deci-
sion.

Griesa’s order only became public
August 19 when the Justice Depart-
ment argued against the decision in a
public hearing before the U.S. Court of
Appeals in New York.

Uncoverlng the truth

The socialists had demanded files on
nineteen informers a year ago, as a’
first step in uncovering facts about the
FBI’s use of political spies.

The SWP and YSA already have FBI
files on seven informers who were
previously identified publicly. The gov-
ernment has also given the socialists
summaries about informers’ activities.
And several months ago the govern-
ment agreed to turn over one of the
nineteen files when that informer be-
came publicly known.

But attorneys for the SWP and YSA
have pressed for the complete files of
the remaining eighteen informers.

In their legal brief refuesting the

files, the socialists charged that the
informers are “offensive weapons em-
ployed to attempt to manipulate . . . to
sow and exploit discord.”

‘implications beyond case’

At the August 19 hearing, Daniel
Murdock, a chief assistant United
States attorney, argued the govern-
ment’s case. Murdock is not the gov-
ernment lawyer regularly assigned to
the SWP and YSA suit. Apparently he
was there to show how important the
government considers this secrecy
issue. _

Murdock claimed that the informers
would be in danger from the SWP if
the files were turned over. “Those
eighteen are the ones the plaintiffs

7 .Mnlitant/Cmdy Jaquith
LEONARD BOUDIN: ‘Informers are used not as an attempt to enforce the law but to
fight political issues.’

have the most interest in harassing,.

embarrassing, ind humiliating,” he
charged.

Contrary to Murdock’s claim, in-
formers face no retaliation from social-
ists other than loss of their member-
ship in the SWP or YSA.

It is true, as one FBI official admit-
ted previously in the lawsuit, that
informer activity “has always held an
unsavory connotation.” In that sense,
informers might well be embarrassed if
exposed.

And some informers who have be-
come publicly known have expressed
worries, not about the socialists’, but
about the government’s reaction.

Murdock went on to the heart of the
government’s argument. “The implica-

“It is time for us to take a new look
at our own government, to Strip
away the secrecy.”

“I welcome the scrutiny of the Amer-
ican people.”

“Each time our nation has made a
serious mistake the American people
have been excluded from the pro-
cess.”

Remember him? That was candi-
date Jimmy Carter speaking last
fall. He sounded ever so sincere
when he promised to end Watergate-
style coverups.

But since Carter took over in
Washington, he has continued his
predecessor’s policies of shielding
the government from public scru-
tiny.

The lawsuit by the Socialist
Workers Party and Young Socialist
Alliance against government ha-
rassment shows how little has
changed.

The suit was filed four years ago,
when Nixon was still president.
Since then the suit has pried some
100,000 pages of government docu-
ments out of secret files. The evi-
dence has revealed FBI burglaries,
Cointelpro disruption programs, and
other political police crimes. But
attorneys for the socialists have had
to fight a legal battle every step of
the way.

Carter’s newly appointed dJustice
Department has also been unwilling

Carter’s ‘open’ government

to turn over evidence for the suit.
The decision to appeal Judge Grie-
sa’s ruling in an effort to cover up
the FBI’s political spy network (see
article above), is one example. That

- decision had to be approved in

Washington at high levels of the
Justice Department.

In addition, when attorneys for
the SWP and YSA filed questions for
the government, Carter’s dJustice
Department sent them back unan-
swered with flippant objections.

Deadlines for turning over evi-
dence have also been broken.

Syd Stapleton, national secretary

for the Political Rights Defense
Fund, which is organizing support
for the suit, commented on the rec-
ord of the Carter administration:

“Every indication is that the gov-
ernment hopes to stall. They seem to
think that if they refuse to provide
information the lawsuit will some-
how go away.

“Of course, it won’t,” Stapleton
said. “We will fight this footdrag-
ging in the courts and do all we can
to put public pressure on the Justice
Department to turn over the facts.”

Officials for three major
foundations—the Field Foundation,
the Stern Fund, and the DJB Foun-
dation: recently wrote a complaint to
Attorney General Griffin Bell.

“We note with surprise and regret
that since Mr. Carter assumed the
Presidency and you the responsibil-
ity for the Department of Justice we
have been unable to detect any
change of policy for dealing with
cases such as the Socialist Workers’
Party case and similar cases re-
cently filed or in preparation, on
behalf of La Raza Unida, the Black
Panthers, and other groups. The
Department’s attorneys continue to
use every available means to resist
discovery of evidence. . . .”

The foundation officials urged the
government to stop spending so
much money on fighting disclosure,
“as the unseemly performance of its
lawyers seeks to mask the lawless
acts of its agents.” —D.W.

tions go beyond this case,” he ex-
plained. If the informer files are turned
over to the socialists’ attorneys, “no
one in his right mind would become an
informer.”

The August 23 New York Daily
News echoed Murdock’s complaint. “If
the ruling is sustained by the U.S.
Court of Appeals,” said the editorial,
“it would make it next to impossible
for the FBI to function against terror-
ism, subversion or organized crime.
Not a person in the country would be
willing to volunteer information. . . .”

In other words, if informers and
provocateurs can’t work in secrecy,
they might feel inhibited about compil-
ing political blacklists or carrying out
burglaries and disruption operations.

Informers as weapons

In his argument before the three-
judge appeals panel, Leonard Boudin,
the socialists’ attorney, zeroed .in on
what the case is all about—the govern-
ment’s “attempt to destroy a minority
political party.”

After almost forty years of “investi-
gation” and dirty tricks, the govern-
ment has been forced by this lawsuit to
admit that the socialists have been
guilty of no violence or crimes.

So the government’s use of political
informers is “not an attempt to enforce
the law,” Boudin insisted, “but an
attempt to fight political issues,
whether it was done against Martin
Luther King, Jr., in the South or the
SWP here. . . .”

Boudin charged that informers don’t
just collect names and gossip for gov-
ernment blacklists, as poisonous to
democratic freedoms as that work is.
Even ‘'more, political spies are the wea-
pons used in the FBI's Cointelpro
disruption program against dissenters.

Judge John Dooling, Jr., asked Bou-
din whether evidence about informers
could be produced in some other way.
That would be impossible, Boudin rep-
lied. The FBI, he pointed out, has
consistently falsified statements ever
since the lawsuit began in 1973.

To cite just one example, the govern-
ment had previously submitted a sum-
mary of FBI informer Timothy Red-
fearn’s activities (without actually
naming Redfearn, of course). That
summary said nothing about how Red-
fearn obtained his materials.

It was only after Redfearn was
caught in July 1976 with materials
stolen from the Denver SWP office that
his FBI file became public. It turned
out that there were previous political
burglaries that the government’s sum-
maries had covered up.

Fighting for secrecy

The Justice Department appeal Au-
gust 19 was only the latest in the
government’s year-long fight to keep
the informer files under wraps.

The U.S. Justice Department filed
massive legal briefs warning of a
breakdown in its entire informer net-
work. FBI Deputy Associate Director
James Adams testified to this point in
court.

And in an effort to avoid turning
over all of the files to the socialists, the
FBI prepared detailed summaries of
the twenty-five file drawers of material
for Judge Griesa.

The government backed up its court
arguments with a public campaign.
Last September the dJustice Depart-
ment announced it was ending its
thirty-eight year “investigation” of the
socialists. Instead of operating against
the SWP and YSA, it would only
maintain cases against individual
SWP and YSA members, the govern-
ment said.

When that maneuver failed to silence



‘Unsavory’ characters

Informer activity “has-always held an unsavory
connotation,” admitted an FBI official in the course of
the Socialist Workers Party and Young Socialist Al-
liance lawsuit. A 100k at some of the unsavory charac-
ters and tactics the government has used shows why it
is so important to pry open the informers’ files.

Take this FBI memo about plans to disrupt the
Communist Party, for example. Dated August 28, 1956,
the memo says:

“. .. These informants will raise objections and
doubts as to the success of any proposed plan of action
by the CP leadership. They will seize every opportun-
ity to carry out the disruptive activity not only at
meetings, conventions, et cetera, but also during social
and other contacts with CP members and lead-
ers. . ..”

Timothy Redfearn was exposed as an FBI informer
inside the Young Socialist Alliance last summer after
he admitted burglarizing the Denver YSA and SWP
office. He had been spurred on to steal documents by
hopes for a big FBI payoff.

Robert Merritt operated on behalf of the local police
and FBI in several Washington, D.C., gay organiza-
tions. As part of his job he tried to incite violence
inside the groups. He also recalls spreading rumors
that certain gay activists were informers. (In FBI
jargon that is known as “putting a snitch jacket” on
someone.)

William O’Neal, planted in the Black Panther Party
by the FBI, is an example of other ways informers set
up victims. He provided the floor plan of Fred Hamp-
ton and Mark Clark’s apartment for the police attack
that ended in the murder of these Panther leaders.

Gary Rowe was the FBI’s man in the Ku Klux Klan.
He helped the Klan beat prodesegregation Freedom
Riders who visited Birmingham, Alabama, in 1961. He
also participated in the 1965 murder of civil rights
worker Viola Liuzzo.

Howard Godfrey got $10,000 to $20,000 from the FBI
to set up an arsenal. His right-wing Secret Army
Organization harassed and shot at anti-Vietnam War
activists in San Diego.

Eustacio (Frank) Martinea worked for the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms as an informer inside
the Chicano movement. In one 1970 stunt, he paraded
with a shotgun in front of the headquarters of the
Chicano Moratorium Committee, which was organiz-
ing Chicano opposition to the Vietnam War. He

Bert Lance runs into
trouble with the |

By Dick Roberts ,

Bert Lance, it turns out, is a typical
small-time capitalist, like his friend,
the former peanut farmer. The only
trouble is that Lance is head of the
U.S. Office of Management and
Budget.

This is an unpardonable combina-

tion, apparently.
"~ You aren’t supposed to have a small-
time operator running the budget of
the biggest, most rotten, and most
corrupt government on the face of the
earth.

“Bert Lance should return to private
business,” the pages of the liberal New
Republic declare. ’

“Where were you during the cover-up
of the first scandal of the Carter Ad-
ministration?” asks William Safire
from the editorial columns of the New
York Times. Safire, it will be recalled,
used to work for Richard Nixon and
sided with Nixon during the Watergate
cover-up right down to the end.

And Tom Wicker, from a less conser-
vative corner of the Times’s editorial
page, declares that Lance may not
meet the “high standards of personal
conduct and reputation that Jimmy
Carter pledged his Administration
would demand of all its officials.”

Leaving Jimmy Carter’s pledges
aside for the moment, here are the
goods on Lance: )

1) In order to gain control of the
National Bank of Georgia, Lance bor-
rowed money to buy the shares of stock
in the bank. The two biggest loans
were $2.6 million from the Manufactur-
ers Hanover Trust Company in New
York in 1975, and $3.4 million from the
First National Bank of Chicago last
year. '

In order to get these personal loans,
Lance promised that his Georgia bank
would deposit funds in the New York

CARTER

succeeded in provoking a police raid on the office.
No wonder the government wants to keep the
workings of its political spy network secret!
—Diane Wang

critics, the FBI retreated another step.
In November each of the sixty-six
informers the bureau admitted having
in the SWP and YSA were told to quit.

“We suggest that you remove your-
selves from the SWP and YSA,” read
the FBI message to informers. “You
are not to report to the FBI informa-
tion concerning the SWP, YSA, their
chapters, leaders, or members. . . .”

In January (the same day informer
Redfearn was sent to prison for bur-
glarizing an SWP office), the Justice
Department issued new guidelines that
were supposed to legitimize informers’
activities. .

Actually, these “new” guidelines dif-
fered little from the instructions in-
formers were already operating under.
. The SWP and YSA have maintained
their demand to see the eighteen files.
They insist that the FBI name its
sixty-six informers to guarantee that
the operatives are actually out of the
groups and that the government “in-
vestigation” has been closed.

Judge Griesa’s order to turn over the
files to the SWP and YSA attorneys is
an interim decision. The socialists will
press demands that informer files be
made public, not just shown to lawyers
in the case.

The court of appeals has not yet
announced a decision on the govern-
ment appeal. Government lawyers
have indicated that if this court up-
holds Griesa’s ruling, they will appeal
to the Supreme Court.
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Political Rights
Defense Fund

The "Socialist Workers party and
Young Socialist Alliance have sued
the government for an end to spying
and disruption. This lawsuit has
exposed FBI and CIA attacks against
democratic rights.

More than 400 notable supporters
of civil liberties are sponsoring the
Political Rights Defense Fund, the
group organizing support for the
lawsuit.

If you would like to be a sponsor of
the Political Rights Defense Fund,
return this coupon to PRDF, Box 649,
Cooper Station, New York, New York
10003. )

O I:\"Iease add my name as a sponsor
of the Political Rights Defense Fund.
O Enclosed is a contribution of

$

Name
Address
City
State Zip

Organization (for identification only)

Signature

and Chicago banks.

He even got Jimmy Carter to go to
Manufacturers Hanover in June 1975
to speak for him. (Just before that

Carter had borrowed $708,000 from -

Lance’s bank.)

Carter, then governor of Georgia,
with a promising political career
ahead, may have persuaded the giant
New York bank to favor Lance. As
collateral for the loan, Lance was
required to put up shares in the
Atlanta bank.

2) Lance also let his family and
friends overdraw their accounts in
Atlanta. This is the part that galls my
colleague Diane Wang on the Militant
staff. “I’'m_overdrawn six dollars,” she
says, “and they’ve practically closed
down my account—leave aside the
rude letters.”

Lance’s wife LaBelle, on the other
hand, was overdrawn “generally in the
$25,000 to $110,000 range,” the U.S.
comptroller’s office reported in a 100-
page memorandum clearing Lance of
any legal wrongdoing.

3) Lance flew Carter around Georgia
in the bank’s private plane, free of
charge. Had Carter paid for the rides,
no violation of the election laws would
be involved. It was a “bookkeeping
oversight” said Jody Powell, Carter’s
campaign manager and now White
House press secretary.

Subsequently Lance’s business prac-
tices ran into trouble. When he got
appointed to Washington, Lance re-
paid Manufacturers Hanover as prom-
ised. But this required taking out the

even bigger loan in Chicago. Once |

again Lance pledged stock in his Geor-
gia bank as collateral for the personal
loan.

Now, however, trouble brewed. The
value of the Georgia bank stock
dropped from sixteen dollars a share to
nine dollars, and that meant that
Lance’s collateral could no longer re-
pay the loan.

What would Carter do? The presi-

dent had promised no hanky-panky in
his administration. )

The press brought these weighty
matters to our attention.

“The question is not really whether
Bert Lance is a criminal who violated
specific laws,” Tom Wicker explained.
“It is whether . . . the business com-
mnnity and all the myriad individuals
and groups with a vital stake in the
Federal Budget now can have confi-
dence in [Lance’s] judgment, ethical
sense and his basic competence for his
job.”

Take the case of Lockheed Corpora-
tion. Here is a company that certainly
does have a vital stake in the federal
budget. Lockheed’s very life depends
on selling billions of dollars worth of
missiles and bombers to the Pentagon.
Lockheed’s” annual sales alone are
more than 500 times the total debt of
Bert Lance.

Moreover, Lockheed (with major
plants in Georgia) flew Jimmy Carter
around not just five times but many
times and anywhere Jimmy wanted,
not just in Georgia but all over the
world. Are you going to let some two-
bit huckster like Bert Lance undermine
Lockheed’s confidence in the White
House?

It is true, as New Republic recalls,
that Carter gave ‘“all those lectures
during the campaign on the wicked-
ness of Washington.” But Lance is the
one person to whom Carter kept a
promise.

Virtually every other high official
Carter appointed did come out of the

ruling Washington establishment.

Many of them were trained by David
Rockefeller’s secretive Trilateral Com-
mission in New York. They were men
such as Vietnam War murderer Cyrus
Vance (secretary of state) and nuclear
atomaniacs and neutron bomb lovers
such as James Schlesinger (energy
czar) and Harold Brown (secretary of
war).

But Bert Lance is a down-home boy.
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Iron Range strike:

long test of strength

By Andy Rose

The strike by iron ore workers in
northern Minnesota and Michigan—
now. entering its second month—is
likely to be a long, hard test of
strength.

On one side are such profit-hungry
steel corporations as U.S. Steel, Bethle-
hem, Republic, Inland, Armco, and
National. They own most of the iron
mining industry and control the rest.

On the other side are some 18,000
angry workers in the iron ore mines
and processing plants. The strikers
belong to the United Steelworkers of
America. They are young, militant,
and determined.

“Morale is beautiful,” says Carl
Miller, president of USWA Local 6860
in Eveleth, Minnesota. “We are pre-
pared to stay out as long as neces-
sary.”

The mines and processing facilities
have been completely shut down since
the strike began August 1, with the
companies maklng no attempt to oper-
ate them.

Negotiations have been deadlocked
since the companies forced the strike
by refusing to discuss one of the key
demands of the USWA locals—for an
incentive-pay plan to bring their
wages up to the same level as workers
in basic steel. Iron ore workers say
they would receive sixty to ninety
cents an hour more if they had an
incentive-pay.plan.

The steel companies claim that in-
centive pay is an “economic” issue
that must be settled in national negoti-
ations under the Experimental Nego-
tiating Agreement (ENA). The ENA
prohibits a nationwide steel strike but
allows local unions to strike over local
issues.

Incentive pay is only one of some
1,250 unresolved local issues at stake
in this strike. Others include forced
overtime, seniority agreements, safety
standards, health hazards, and many
other aspects of working conditions.

The USWA international union has
agreed that all of these, including
incentive pay, are legitimate local
issues. USWA President Lloyd
McBride has sanctioned the walkout
as “legal” under the ENA.

After three weeks on the picket lines,
the strikers became eligible for $20 a
week from the USWA’s $93 million
strike fund.

The steel companies tried—and
failed—to obtain a court injunction
against the strike, claiming it violates
the ENA. They have threatened to file
a civil damages suit against the
USWA for the $1 million or so per day
they are losing in the strike.
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But so far the companies have not
done so. They are waiting. With un-
known but reportedly large amounts of
iron ore stockpiled, they figure they
can wait longer than the iron ore
workers.

These giant corporations—among
the most powerful in the world—will
not find it easy to beat down the
strikers on the Mesabi Iron Range. The
strikers are in many ways representa-
tive of a new generation of American
workers—workers who are not afraid
to stand up to the employers, or to
conservative union officials.

The iron mining and processing in-
dustry has grown rapidly in the past
half decade, with new plants built and
old ones expanded. Thousands of

‘young workers were hired. Today the

average age at some of the big plants
is under thirty.

These workers are determined to win
improvement in their dirty and hazard-
ous working conditions. “The company
gets away with too much,” a twenty-
three-year-old millwright apprentice
told 'a Minneapolis reporter shortly
before the strike. “I don’t know what
we’ll get out of it—maybe we’ll get
nothing. But at least we’ll show that
we’re not afraid to strike.”

A  thirty-one-year-old production
worker said, “We don’t want a strike.
Who does? But I'm going to be working
for another thirty years. We deserve
better than what we’ve got.”

Continued on page 30

In response to the militant walk-
out by iron ore workers, top offi-
cials of the United Steelworkers
have sent up a trial balloon about
further restricting the right of steel-
workers to strike. )

The August 24 Wall Street Journal
reports: “Hoping to ease the compa-
nies’ fears that the iron-ore walkout
will offer a precedent for even more
local-issue strikes over disputed
issues in the next round of bargain-
ing in 1980, some USW bargainers
have weighed proposing an amend-
ment of the ENA [Experimental
Negotiating Agreement] itself. These
union officials believe the pact
should provide that if company and
union bargainers are unable to agree
whether a demand is a legitimate
local issue, the question should be
submitted to the same arbitration
panel that is charged under the ENA
with settling unresolved industry-
wide issues.”

New attack on right to strike

This proposal, if implemented,
would strip away the. last bit of
bargaining muscle from steel locals.
The companies would be free to
stonewall on local issues, confident
they could get any dispute bogged
down in arbitration without facing a
strike.

Steelworkers have the right to
decide what are strikeable issues—
not arbitrators.

It is significant that the union
tops confided their proposal to a big-
business newspaper, not to the
members.

One of the most popular demands
of Ed Sadlowski’s campaign was
that the steel union ranks be allowed
to vote on the Experimental Nego-
tiating Agreement. The latest ma-.
neuver to take away the right to
strike even on local issues makes
that demand even more timely.

—A.R.

Steel notes...

MASS LAYOFFS EXPOSE ENA FRAUD: Job security—that was the
big promise when I.W. Abel, former president of the United Steelworkers,
signed the no-strike Experimental Negotiating Agreement in 1973. In
return for giving up the right to strike, Abel claimed, steelworkers would
be safeguarded from the scourge of periodic mass layoffs. Industry and
worker would both prosper.

Just five months ago, Abel signed a new three-year basic steel contract
under the provisions of the ENA. He claimed the contract scored
“breakthroughs” in job security.

Abel has certainly secured his own future—he’s retiring to Arizona on a
fat pension paid for by the dues of USWA members.

But for thousands of rank-and-file steelworkers, the promises of the
ENA are being exploded by a new round of mass layoffs. On August 18
Bethlehem Steel announced it was cutting production 10 percent and
laying off 7,300 workers in New York and Pennsylvania. Bethlehem’s
action comes on top of hundreds of layoffs and thousands of short
workweeks scheduled by U.S. Steel and Inland at Chicago-area plants.
The future of the Bethlehem workers is bleak, because the company
apparently plans permanent shutdowns of several facilities.

WHY BETHLEHEM DID IT: Bethlehem claimed it was “forced” to cut
back because of “the impact of imported steel on the domestic market, de
facto government price control, the rising costs of labor, materials and
services and ever increasing costs of environmental and other govern-
ment regulations.”

This is a cover-up. But Bethlehem chairman Lewis Foy pinpointed the
real reason when he said the actions were “to preserve the corporation’s
financial strength and to enhance the prospect of future profitabil-
ity. . . .” The company will save an estimated ten dollars a ton in its
average steelmaking cost by wiping out these jobs.

The drive for profits—that is the only motivation the steel corporations
know. It is the reason the erosion of jobs has continued—and even
speeded up—since the ENA was signed. Giving up the right to strike, with
the avowed purpose of helping the companies stabilize their profits, has
only weakened the union’s ability to protect jobs in the only way jobs can
be protected—through struggle against the companies.

THE TRUTH ABOUT IMPORTS: Both Bethlehem Steel and USWA
President Lloyd McBride put top blame for the layoffs on competition
from imported steel. Both -demand that the government curb steel
imports. The truth about the relation between imports, jobs, prices,
productivity, and profits was spelled out in a feature article by Dick
Roberts—“Crisis in the Steel Industry”—in the August International
Socialist Review. Copies are still available for fifty cents from the
Militant Business Office, 14 Charles Lane, New York, New York 10014.

A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS: One official of the USWA has
spoken out against the fraud of blaming imports for layoffs Jim
Balanoff, District 31 director, called it ‘“‘out- ,

rageous and deceiving” for the companies to
“bring up that old bogeyman, foreign im-
ports.” He charged that “it is the steel indus-
try’s economic policies causing these layoffs.”
Balanoff is a close ally of Ed Sadlowski and
was elected last February on the Steelworkers
Fight Back slate. Pointing to the latest round
of steel price hikes, Balanoff declared, “It is
absoluteiy criminal the way the industry is
raising prices and throwing Americans out of
work.”

BLACK UNION MILITANT KILLED IN CHICAGO: The following
report is from Andrew Pulley, a member of Local 1834 at Pullman
Standard in Chicago: “On June 21 police found Don Baptist near a
Chicago expressway. Severely wounded by a bashing blow to his head, he
was pronounced dead on arrival at the hospital. _

“Don worked at Youngstown Sheet and Tube. He was a well-known
Black union militant in USWA Local 1011. He was a member of the Ad
Hoc Committee of Concerned Steelworkers and also helped distribute the
newsletter of STRUTS, a Black steelworkers group based at U.S. Steel
South Works.

“Don played a role in the decision of his local to demand as part of their
contract that Youngstown Sheet and Tube halt all further purchases of
chrome from the white-minority regimes in South Africa and Rhodesia.

“Who killed Don Baptist? Police have yet to answer this question. His
money, watch, and ring were all found on his beaten body, so robbery was
not the motive. His car was in perfect shape, so no car accident was
involved. .

“Perhaps Don was murdered by the cops. There has been a rash of
killings by cops in recent weeks. Or maybe some right-wing adversary .
wanted him dead.

“The union ought to do everything possible to uncover the truth, and
pressure the police to mount a serious investigation and bring the killer to
justice.”

Q&A ON COORDINATED BARGAINING: The latest issue of Steel-
workers Voice, newsletter of the Subdistrict 4 Council of Steelworkers in
Pittsburgh, features questions and answers on coordinated bargaining. Is
coordinated bargaining possible for steelworkers in small shops? Is it true
that some small companies can’t afford to pay higher wages? What can
small USWA locals do now to strengthen their bargaining position?
For some thought-provoking reading on the problems of small-shop
steelworkers, write for a copy from the Subdistrict 4 Council of Steel-
workers c/o Chuck Leonard, 71 Berry Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
15205. You can subscribe to Steelworkers Voice for one dollar.
—Andy Rose




Board g!_e_gl_ges ‘no cuts or no contract’

Striking coal miners accept 60-day truce

By Nancy Cole

Striking coal miners began returning
to work August 23 after a two-month-
long wildcat. The strike involved up to
85,000 miners, nearly one-half of the
working members of the United Mine
Workers of America.

Many miners agreed to end their
strike after the UMWA International
Executive Board held a special meet-
ing in Charleston, West Virginia, Au-
gust 22. Leaders of West Virginia’s
District 17—the union’s largest district
and the center of the strike—had de-
manded the board meeting.

By the following day, half of the
strikers were reportedly back at work.

The twenty-four-member board voted
unanimously to call on the miners to
return to work for sixty days while
attempts are made to settle the issue in
dispute—the cuts in health benefits for
all UMWA miners.

If the cuts have not been restored
within two months, the board resolu-
tion stated, UMWA President Arnold
Miller will terminate the union’s con-
tract with the Bituminous Coal Opera
tors Association.

In that event, “there will probably be
a nationwide strike,” said Jack Perry,
president of District 17.

Miners first started walking off the
job on June 20 after the UMWA health
and retirement fund announced that
miners and their families—some
800,000 beneficiaries in all—would
have to pay up to $500 a year for
medical care. Previously they paid
nothing.

The fund also cut subsidies to fifty
coalfield clinics, which are dependent
for survival on the payments.

The health fund is run by a board of
trustees, including a representative of
the BCOA. It is financed by royalties
paid by the coal companies on each ton
of coal mined and each hour worked by
UMWA miners.

The BCOA claims that unauthorized
strikes depleted the funds, necessitat-
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Striking miners in Washington August 6 to protest cuts in health-care benefits

ing the cuts. The striking miners con-
tend there are other reasons for the
lack of money, including delinquent
payments by the mineowners.
Strikers also charge the BCOA is
trying to discipline miners for their
frequent unauthorized work stoppages.
The UMWA requested that funds
from the retirement fund be temporar-
ily reallocated to cover the health
costs, but the BCOA vetoed this move.

Miller and other union leaders re-
peatedly ordered the miners back to
work, contending that the issue could
only be settled at the bargaining table.
The current contract expires December
6.

The strikers have demanded a fed-
eral investigation of the administra-
tion of the fund.

On August 19 Secretary of Labor
Ray Marshall called a news conference
to announce that the government will
conduct a routine check on the fund
but would take no further action to
restore the cuts.

Claiming the financial problems of
the union fund weren’t the ‘“responsi-
bility” of the Labor Department, Mar-
shall nonetheless took the chance to
make clear his opposition to the strike:

“Since the health and welfare fund
derives its revenues from the produc-
tion of coal, these work stoppages are

)

only making a bad situation worse,”
he said.

‘The August 22 meeting in Charles-
ton was planned only for the executive
board and District 17 officials. But
more than 400 angry miners pushed
their way into the room and insisted
on staying.

After the board meeting, striking
miners from District 17 met and voted
to return to work for the sixty-day
period.

“We’re not too hopeful of their doing
anything, but at least it’s a start,” said
District 17 member Hayes Holstein.
‘We’re going to go ahead and try for
sixty days, and then we come out
again.” ‘

Intolerable conditions trigger auto wildcat

By Robert Miller :

DETROIT—Workers at Chrysler
Corporation’s. Trenton engine plant
brought production to a halt for nearly
a week in a demonstration of solidarity
with workers fired for allegedly lead-
ing a heat walkout July 24.

During the summer heat wave, spon-
taneous strikes broke out at several
Detroit-area auto plants to protest in-
tolerable working conditions.

Resentment had been growing
among the 4,500 Trenton workers since
they learned of Chrysler’s plans to
victimize workers accused of foment-
ing the July 24 wildcat.

On August 8 Chrysler announced
that six workers, including chief stew-
ard Robert Paolucci, would be fired.
Seven others were given disciplinary
layoffs, and forty-one more received
written warhings.

That afternoon some 200 employees
walked out and began picketing the
plant gate. Production ceased entirely
the next day and was not completely
- resumed until August 15.

Many of the angry strikers had also
left the Trenton plant on July 24. They
said the temperature inside the plant
then had reached 120 degrees. “We're
not animals. We couldn’t take it,”
Paolucci said.

Chrysler moved quickly to halt the
picketing by obtaining a court order
and summoning riot-equipped police.
Chrysler charged that the walkout was
illegal.

In response, workers said that
Chrysler had reneged on promises to
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ease high temperatures in the plant,
that passes to leave work were hard to
obtain, and that Chrysler had disci-
plined the workers without prior notifi-
cation.

Role of union leaders

Robert Smith, president of United
Auto Workers Local 372, called a meet-
ing on the second day of the walkout.
He urged members to return to work
and said the strike was illegal.

“We told them we .would ask the
international union for strike approval
if they went back,” Smith told repor-
ters. “They told us to go to hell.”

The international also ordered the
Trenton employees back to work. Not
until the evening of August 12, how-
ever, did strikers vote to end the walk-
out and have the union negotiate for
the rehiring of disciplined workers.

The militant strike at the Trenton
plant followed similar actions at auto
plants throughout Detroit.

In late July, three workers at the
Lynch Road assembly plant received
telegrams from plant management
informing them that they had been
fired for allegedly participating in and
leading an unauthorized work stop-
page; 359 other workers received notice
they would be disciplined.

This attempt to single out individual
workers for a walkout involving most
of the plant prompted the Lynch Road
Shop Committee to vote unanimously
to call a protest meeting at UAW Local
51 offices on July 20.

Nearly 1,000 workers gathered out-

side the union hall to demand an end
to all victimizations and disciplinary
measures. The afternoon shift at the
plant, which employs a high propor-
tion of young and Black workers, re-
fused to enter the plant until their
fellow unionists were rehired.

The wildcat strike was not able to
win rehiring of the victimized workers.
But organizing on their behalf con-
tinues among the 4,000 employees at
Lynch Road.

The lead in defense organizing has
been taken by supporters of the United
Coalition, a predominantly Black
group of rank-and-file members that
was formed after a 1972 wildcat at the
plant. Coalition members are seeking
to win widespread support for the fired
workers and mobilize the full power of
the union for their defense.

One worker killed

During the July heat wave, tempera-
tures in some plants rose as high as
130 degrees. The drive of the auto
corporations for profits, and their in-
difference to the safety of workers, led
to the death of Grant Schneider, a
twenty-one-year-old Ford foundry
worker killed by heat prostration.
Many other workers had to be carried
from the plants because of the heat.

The 6,000 employees at Dodge Truck
were forced off their jobs by heat on
July 4 and 5. Chrysler responded by
denying vacation pay for the July 4
holiday and by firing eleven workers.

Trudy Hawkins., Socialist Workers
Party candidate for mayor of Detroit,

called for an end to the victimizations
and declared her solidarity with the
struggle to win rehiring of the fired
workers.

“The capitalists deny people the
right to work under safe conditions,”
Hawkins said, “since money is more
important to them than the welfare of
their employees. That’s why the
workers, and not the capitalists, must °
run the plants.”

'storyrof the Right to Vote Committee
e United Transportation Union
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A Struggle for Union
Democracy: The story of the
Right to Vote Committee in the
United Transporation Union, by
Ed Heisler. 46 pp. $.75.

Order from Pathfinder Prgss, 410 West
Street, New York, New York 10014.




Chicanos battle

By Bruce Kimball
and Pedro Vasquez

CRYSTAL CITY, Tex.—A big Texas gas supplier
is threatening to pull the plug on the inhabitants of
a small, poverty-stricken town.

This may sound like the plot of a melodramatic
movie. But for the people here in Crystal City, the
threat is very real.

LoVaca Gathering Company has announced that
on August 27 it will cut off deliveries of gas to this
small Zavala County city unless it comes up- with
$720,000 to satisfy LoVaca’s corporate greed.

The $720,000 represents the sum of rate increases
LoVaca has charged Crystal City from 1973 to 1977,
in violation of the company’s contract agreement.
Crystal City has refused to collect or pay that
increase, an almost unprecedented step in resist-
ance to utility hikes (see fact sheet).

Crystal City is in one of the poorest areas of
Texas. More than 65 percent of its residents have
incomes below the federal poverty level. When the
rate increases went into effect in early 1975 so
many people here were unable to pay the 700
percent hike that the city quickly reversed its
decision to cooperate with LoVaca. Even to this
day, residents are still paying off back debts
accumulated during the two months the higher
rates were charged.

So far, the utility company has been prevented
from turning off the gas by legal challenges and
public pressure.

But the state courts and the Texas Railroad
Commission have unanimously backed LoVaca’s
right to unilaterally increase prices and to cut off
customers who are unable to pay. .

This green light has led to a stepped-up campaign
by LoVaca to force Crystal City to pay up or lose its
gas supply. LoVaca is also growing more desperate
in its drive to smash the town’s resistance, since the
utility wants to increase prices even further Sep-
tember 1.

LoVaca obviously fears that Crystal City’s
refusal to pay the price increases could have a
“snowball effect” om other towns and cities,
challenging the company’s profits.

Faced with such high stakes, LoVaca has
conducted a massive media campaign, attempting
to turn Crystal City residents against city officials.
A large ad appearing in the August 18 Zavala
County Sentinel said, “It is with genuine regret that
the company is taking this action concerning the
Administration of The City of Crystal City because
we realize that it is the citizens of Crystal City who
will be inconvenienced. We urge you to start making
plans. as soon as possible to shortly cease using
your gas appliances and any equipment which uses
natural gas.”

Other forms of pressure have also been used. José
Mata, Zavala County commissioner and president

gas

itant/Howard Pet

Lo Vaca’'s threatened gas cutoff would make the lives of Crystal City’'s poor even harder.

of Ciudadanos Unidos, a local affiliate of the Texas
Raza Unida Party, told us that LoVaca has also put
pressures on the local bank, which has made
several loans to the city.

Unfortunately, the Raza Unida Party here has

been weakened since 1975 by a split between
Ciudadanos Unidos and a group called the Barrio
Club. The Barrio Club has since won control of the
Crystal City Council, although the Ciudadanos
Unidos still occupies the key Zavala County posts.

By David Salner

SAN ANTONIO—A last-ditch effort to block
LoVaca’s August 27 cutoff of Crystal City’s gas
supply has been mounted in U.S. District Court
here. This lawsuit, filed on August 15 by the Winter
Garden Project of Texas Rural Legal Aid Inc., also
calls on the Texas Railroad Commission to open
new hearings on rate increases. ‘

The LoVaca Gathering Company and Texas
Railroad Commission are the major defendants in
the legal action, although the Crystal City adminis-
tration has also been named for legal reasons.

“We are attempting to represent consumers,” Paul
Rich, project attorney, told the Militant. “This is a
class-action suit on behalf of poor people on fixed
incomes. They have been denied the opportunity to
effectively participate in the process that led to
confiscatory increases on the part of LoVaca, with

 the blessing of the Texas Railroad Commission.”

At the opening hearing August 17, presiding
Judge John H. Woods repeatedly interrupted Rich’s
opening statement with questions such as: “Irrepar-
able injury is not the sole criteria—what gives us

tal City lawsuit

the jurisdiction to interfere with LoVaca’s busi-
ness?”’

In other words, if LoVaca needs to sacrifice some
poor people so that it can increase its profits—
what’s the beef?

Despite these interruptions, Rich presented a
powerful case. He charged that the people of Crystal
City had been denied due process, since they had
not been given a voice in deciding on the rate hikes.
The increases were in violation of LoVaca’s con-
tract, but the railroad commission gave LoVaca the
go-ahead nonetheless.

Rich contrasted the hardships that would face the
people of Crystal City with LoVaca’s steadily
climbing profits (see fact sheet).

Many migrant workers, Rich said, will be return-
ing to Crystal City in November to face a winter-
time without heat and other gas-fueled necessities
unless LoVaca is barred from cutting off service.

“The fact that people are injured by it [the cutoff]
1s not the only thing to consider,” Judge Woods
responded. He later announced that he would rule
on the case by August 24.

Bob Watts, couﬂsel for LoVaéa, spelled out what

some of the “other considerations” might be. He
said an injunction against the cutoff would mean
that “other customers would view this as a mandate
not to pay the rate increases.”

This is a serious danger, as the capitalists and
their government representatives see it. They fear
that more of the heavily Chicano south Texas
towns supplied by LoVaca will follow the example
of Crystal City’s Raza Unida Party administration.

How far would this “snowball effect” go? Perhaps
outraged community groups would begin to raise
the idea of open hearings or of an independent
commission representing Blacks, Chicanos, and
other working people, who represent the bulk of
LoVaca’s consumers.

They might even demand that L.oVaca open its
books. Or they might raise the idea of nationalizing
LoVaca under their own control, if the utility
refuses to provide gas at reasonable rates.

Fear of this “snowball effect”—as well as sheer
greed for the $720,000—is behind LoVaca’s threat to
pull the plug on Crystal City August 27.




cutoff

LoVaca Fact Sheet

SAN ANTONIO—LoVaca Gathering Com-
pany, a subsidiary of Coastal States Gas Produc-
ing Company, is the sole supplier of gas to about
400 Texas towns and cities, including San
Antonio. More than 4 million individual consu-
mers are entirely dependent on LoVaca for
energy.

¢ In 1973 Crystal City and other customers had.
a contract with LoVaca that set gas prices at
thirty-six cents per 1,000 cubic feet.

¢ That same year, the Texas Railroad Commis-
sion approved LoVaca’s request to sidestep its
contractual obligations and begin a series of rate
increases.

e In response, the Raza Unida Party-led city
council in Crystal City voted to continue paying
the contractual rate, but no more than that.

¢ The towns of Carrizo Spring, Eagle Pass, and
Uvalde also refuse to pay the increases to
LoVaca, although they collect them from the
residents. (Unlike Crystal City, these cities have
not yet been faced with a cutoff date.)

* Rates here in South Texas have skyrocketed
from an average of six or severn dollars per
month to hearly forty dollars per month. In San
Antonio an average of 156 people are forced to
plead their case every day with the city public
utility office.

¢ In September 1975 a district court approved
LoVaca’s right to cut off gas to customers not
paying the disputed debts.

® In March 1977 LoVaca and three of its
suppliers were found to be fudging their figures
to justify another rate increase. Faced with the
growing scandal, the railroad commission was
forced to deny permission for this increase.

® On August 15, 1977, LoVaca announced $3.9
million in profits for the first six months of 1977,
compared with $1.7 million for a comparable
period in both 1976 and 1975.

(Lo Vaca earnings were not included in an
August 4 report when Coastal States reported
six-month profits of $40.7 million, compared with
$29 million in 1976.)

Under pressure from LoVaca’s threats, resistance
by city officials has begun to weaken. On August 18
a special meeting of the Crystal City Council laid
out new terms that the city would be willing to meet
to prevent a shutoff.

City officials agreed that they would begin
charging the new gas rates set by LoVaca. They
also offered the utility the rights to any gas or oil
found under.a thirty-three-acre city park, as well as
control over the city’s gas pipe-line system.

Not satisfied with these concessions, LoVaca
continues its squeeze for more blood. Don E.
Newquist, vice-president for public affairs of LoVa-
ca, said on August 16 that he is pessimistic that
Crystal City and LoVaca can reach an agreement
unless the city comes up with a “front end” cash
payment in the range of 20 to 25 percent of the
$720,000 debt.

Many people here say that such a payment would
bankrupt the city.

What if Crystal City’s resistance actually leads to
a shutoff? Many residents believe that it would be
no worse than paying LoVaca’s full rates. That
would be equivalent to a shutoff, since many would
not be able to pay the bills.

As José Mata told us, “The general opinion of the
citizens is that there’s no way people can afford to
pay. Whether they cut the gas, or just charge the
rates they want, it will be the same thing. A large
percentage of our citizens won’t be able to afford
those rates.” ,

The residents of Crystal City, led by the Raza
Unida Party, have fought courageously in the past
against the Democrats and Republicans, the repre-
sentatives of big business. Today they are fighting
against one of the corporate monopolies that
controls Texas politics.

Their refusal to buckle to LoVaca’s demands has
provided an example for others in Texas to follow.
It has gained numerous allies for them—allies who
stand ready to support and defend them. That
support for Crystal City is urgently needed now.
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N.M. Raza Unida candidate

1 like telling

people what | tnk’ |

By Harry Ring

LAS VEGAS, N. Mex.—Isabel Blea is a some-
what shy, soft-spoken person who definitely does
not fit the picture of a backslapping politician. Yet
La Raza Unida Party of New Mexico has nomi-
nated her as its candidate for governor.

At its recent state convention, the partido also
elected her state chairperson.

In an interview here, Blea discussed how and why
she became active in La Raza Unida and why she’s
running for governor.

Blea has been working on a master’s degree in
bilingual education at the University of New
Mexico’s Highlands campus here, and she is
considering going for a Ph.D.

Now thirty-two, Blea grew up in Clayton, a town
of about 3,000 in northeastern New Mexico. She has
three children.

When she came to school at Highlands, she was
already active in Raza Unida, having joined in
Clayton.

She decided to become a bilingual teacher, she
explained, “because I didn’t like the kind of
education children were getting in Clayton. They
call it bilingual education, but it’s not that, really.

“I though maybe the way to change it was to get
my credentials and go back and be a teacher. I've
applied for a teaching job there,” she continued,
“but I haven’t received an answer from them.”

Why not?

“Well, I did get in a few scraps with the
superintendent there about their treatment of little
chicanitos.

“They were forbidding them to speak Spanish in
school. I didn’t think the children were getting a
proper education, and I told them so.

“That was when Raza Unida had just barely
begun there. I got into it right away. And I thought
that, being part of Raza Unida, it was my business
to go to the city council and the school board and
tell them what I thought.”

Blea knew very directly what it meant to be a
chicanito in the Clayton school. “When I went,” she
said, “I didn’t know any English at all. They should
have taught me the subjects in Spanish until I
learned English. There were quite a few in the same
situation, and a lot got really behind.

“Now,” she continued, “most kids do know Eng-
lish when they go into school. So I think they
should teach them Spanish. Most of the bilingual
programs don’t really do that. They keep them at
the kindergarten level in Spanish. They should
learn to speak, read, and write Spanish well.”

Why did she get involved in Raza Unida?

“At that time I was thinking mostly of the
discrimination that Chicanos suffer—in employ-
ment, school, just about every place.

“I knew something about the evils of capitalism.
But since then I’'ve learned a lot more, and I’ve seen
that the only way we’ll get equality is through
socialism. And I don’t want equality just for
Chicanos. I want equal opportunity for everybody.”

Why was she selected as state chairperson and
nominated for governor?

“I really don’t know why they chose me,” she
replied.

Part of it may be, she added, because she’s been
quite active in the partido, having previously served
two terms as state secretary and previously as
county secretary in Clayton.

“And,” she adds, “I’ve always been very critical
of the partido when I think it’s wrong, and I state
what I think. I guess that’s why.”

Previously, the idea of a woman becoming
chairperson or running for office might have evoked
debate. But it didn’t at the partido’s state conven-
tion, because “earlier we had already had a big
argument—or discussion, I'd say—within the parti-
do on women taking leadership roles. And the
partido had already agreed that women should be
taking more of a leadership role.” Had she helped
initiate the earlier discussion?

“Yes. I remember one meeting—I wasn’t the only
woman there, but I was the only one that was for
this idea. The people weren’t against women taking
leadership roles. But I wanted a statement in the
principles we were drafting saying that women
should be taking leadership roles and that we
should have a position on the women. They didn’t
agree with that.

indy McCarver

ISABEL BLEA

“Well, at the next meeting I had some more
supporters, and finally it was agreed. The section
that was written on women is very good.

“Chicanas—and women in general—are
beginning to see that they have been oppressed and
are trying to do something about it,” she said.

She feels her campaign for governor will con-
tribute to dealing with the problems of Chicanos
generally, and the problems of Chicanas in particu-
lar.

“That can come about,” she said, “just by raising
the issues. Like I went to the International Women’s
Year conference, which wasn’t something real
radical. But I did raise the issue of child care.”

The resolution before the body, she explained,
called for a sliding scale of nursery fees. Blea
proposed an amendment that child care by provided
by the government without charge.

The amendment didn’t pass, Blea said, ‘“But quite
a few people agreed with me.”

She said she looks forward to the campaign and
the opportunity it will provide to get onto television
and into the newspapers, “to bring out the things I
think are wrong with this society, with this sys-
tem.”

Although she doesn’t particularly relish public
speaking, she said, “I do like telling people what I
think. Especially those that don’t agree with me.
Some people will listen. Some may not agree with
me. But at least it’s something that might make
them think a little. And after a while, maybe they
will agree with me.”

Does she have confidence that people will
ultimately come to see the need to change the
world?

“I think the world will make them see what they
have to do. For example, the way prices are rising
while wages are standing still, people aren’t going
to be able to live. They’re going to have to do
something. I think that’s what’s going to make
people start listening and changing their views.”

RUP ticket

The New Mexico Raza Unida Party is fielding
a slate of six candidates in the 1978 elections:

Juan José Peiia for U.S. Senate;

Isabel Blea for governor;

Manual Archuleta for lieutenant governor;

Larry Hill for attorney general,

Enrique Blea for U.S. Congressional
District 1; and

Mario Holguin for U.S. Congressional
District 2.




In Our Opinion

August 26

August 26 marks the fifty-seventh anniversary of women’s
suffrage. It was not until a militant and massive movement
finally triumphed in 1920 that women were granted the legal
recognition that they too are citizens, capable of thinking and
voting their opinions.

In 1970 women by the tens of thousands chose August 26 to
demonstrate their determination to complete the unfinished
business of their suffragist sisters—to win total equality.

Since that resurgence of feminism, August 26 has been a time
to celebrate victories along the way to equality.

This year, the anniversary is a good time to reflect on where
the struggle for women’s rights stands.

The Equal Rights Amendment—a simple constitutional state-
ment of equality first introduced into Congress three years after
the vote was won—is still not law. Nineteen months remain
until the deadline for ratification by thirty-eight states will
relegate the amendment to history.

The enemies of women are embroiled in a drive against the
ERA, as well as abortion rights, affirmative action, and child
care. Their target is the rebellion of women. And pulling the
trigger are Congress, the Supreme Court, President Carter—and
the Republican and Democratic parties that run all three.

The suffragists constructed a movement that relied on the
masses of women and refused to subordinate the demands of
women to the needs of capitalist parties and politicians. They

. withstood intense pressures and repression. And they won.

Theirs is an example for today.

Recognize China

Secretary of State Cyrus Vance is now in China to discuss
“normalization” of relations with the Peking government.

Actually, Washington should have recognized the govern-
ment of mainland China nearly thirty years ago. That was
when the victory of the Chinese revolution expressed the will of
that country’s workers and peasants to be rid once and for all of
Chiang Kai-shek’s corrupt capitalist regime.

Since that time, the remnants of Chiang’s army, which fled to
the island of Taiwan, have continued to make the ridiculous
claim that they are the legitimate government of China.

American working people have nothing to gain from Wash-
ington’s continued role in lending credence to this counterrev-
olutionary charade. We have no interest in the Pentagon’s
encirclement of China’s real government, using outposts in

: Z:@wan, Japan, the Philippines, and throughout Southeast
ia. :

On the other hand, we have much to gain from the increased
trade, travel, and cultural exchanges that would be opened by
U.S. recognition of China.

Peking demands that Washington break all diplomatic and
military relations with the phony Taiwan government and
withdraw all U.S. military personnel and material from the
island.

The Carter administration should immediately meet these
just demands—and with no strings attached.

Reverse Bakke

The Carter administration’s announcement that it will argue
in favor of minority-admissions programs when the U.S.
Supreme Court hears the Bakke case this fall is a blow to
opponents of affirmative action.

As such, it is also an aid to those of us fighting to reverse
Bakke. ‘

Defending the minority-admissions plan at University of
California Davis Medical School will mark a departure from the
Carter administration’s hard-line opposition to affirmative-
action quotas.

Why the change?

Since the Supreme Court announced it would review the
Bakke decision, an outpouring of sentiment for its reversal has
come from Black, Latino, Asian-American, and women’s rights
groups. ‘

In addition, Carter is under increasing pressure to make a

show of meeting at least some of the needs of the oppressed.

minorities—in order to blunt the mounting criticisms of his
administration and to head off a repetition of the social
explosion triggered by the New York City blackout.
These same realities are at work on the Supreme Court too.
Now is an extremely good time for supporters of affirmative
action to redouble their efforts to reverse the Bakke decision.
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Reader from afar

I was really happy when I came
across a copy of your newspaper last
December.

I was impressed, hence I wish to be
one of your regular readers from here.
Kindly send me your subscription form
for six months or one year by air mail.

I would also appreciate some of your
magazines and books on socialism.
M.K.A. .

Kano, Nigeria

Required reading

This letter is to inform you of the
fact that I will soon be released on
parole. Please to not forward the
Militant to this address for me any
longer.

I wish to thank you for the
subscription that you sent to me
during this incarceration. It was
beautiful reading news issues not
patterned after those of the bourgeois
capitalist presses. The Militant will
definitely be required reading once I
am released.

A prisoner
Stormuille, New York

Freud on homosexuality

Michael Maggi’s review of
Gay American History in last week’s
Militant quotes Sigmund Freud on the
case of a lesbian feminist. Since some
bigots try to use Freud as proof that
homosexuality is “sick,” I thought
readers would be interested in the
following letter from Freud to an
American woman, written April 9,
1935: :

“I gather from your letter that your
son is a homosexual,” Freud wrote.
“Homosexuality is assuredly no
advantage, but it is nothing to be
ashamed of, no vice, no degradation, it
cannot be classified as an illness; we
consider it to be a variation of the
sexual function produced by a certain
arrest of sexual development. Many
highly respectable individuals of
ancient and modern times have been
homosexuals, several of the greatest
among them (Plato, Michelangelo, Leo-
nardo da Vinci, etc.). It is a great
injustice to persecute homosexuality as
a crime, and cruelty too. . . .

“By asking me if I can help, you
mean, I suppose, if I can abolish
homosexuality and make normal
heterosexuality take its place. The
answer is, in a general way, we cannot
promise to achieve it. . . .

“What analysis can do for your son
runs in a different line. If he is
unhappy, neurotic, torn by conflicts,
inhibited in his social life, analysis
may bring him harmony, peace of
mind, full efficiency, whether he
remains a homosexual or gets
changed. . . .”

Diane Wang
New York, New York

Role of art

Art, in itself, is not “revolutionary,”
as Adolfo Esteva correctly points out
(Militant, July 15, 1977). It doesn’t
organize the masses, and it doesn’t
bring about social change. It can,
however, deal with subject matter that
is “revolutionary.”

Be it poetry, painting, or song, art is
only capable of ‘“reflecting” a
particular stage of class struggle as
seen through the eyes of the artist. I
believe it can be a tool in the same
sense, but to a much lesser degree, as
the Militant.

James F. York
Denver, Colorado

Letters

Herb Magidson

Herb Magidson, a man who
supported and participated in many
progressive causes, died suddenly of a
heart attack here in mid-July. He was
in his early fifties.

Herb was a well-to-do businessman,
who at the same time had a deep social
consciousness.

In the early sixties he became very
concerned about the Vietnam War, and
he founded Individuals Against the
Crime of Silence. The group drew up a
declaration protesting the war and
began asking everyone to sign it.

From Los Angeles, the declaration
spread and was signed by literally tens
of thousands of people throughout the
country. Then it went international.

As the antiwar movement began to
develop, Herb played a valuable and
nonsectarian role in helping to build it.
He took the position that whatever
people did to protest the war, he was
for.

He supported all the major antiwar
coalitions and here in Los Angeles
gave the National Peace Action
Coalition a lot of help. Not that he
always agreed with NPAC’s methods
of fighting the war, or, for that matter,
with other groups he supported.

He made his home available to help
raise funds for the antiwar movement.
And he contributed his own money.

I remember what an important role
he played on the West Coast, when we
were working to win support for the
Fort Jackson 8—Andrew Pulley and
seven other GIs who were court-
martialed for opposing the war.

Herb was a political-minded person
but didn’t really have a thought-out
ideology. He was a sort of gut
humanist, but in the best sense of the
word. He was genuinely concerned
about people.

One of his last efforts was to help the
defense of Paul Skyhorse and Richard
Mohawk, the American Indian

‘activists being framed for murder.

You got a sense of all the people
Herb touched by the attendance at his
funeral. There were Blacks there,
Chicanos, Asians, and people from a
whole spectrum of political views.

At the funeral a very moving trib-
ute was read from Ralph Schoenman
who had worked with Herb when
Schoenman was secretary of the Ber-
trand Russell Foundation. Schoenman
made the point that Herb’s purse,
heart, and mind were open to every
worthy cause.

The last time I saw Herb was when
there was a big picket at the Newport
Beach tennis tournament protesting
South African racism. As usual, Herb
was there on the line for the entire
afternoon.

Leo Frumkin
Los Angeles, California

‘Two justice systems’

I am doing time here because I am
Black and poor. ,

Most poor people are not capable of
defending themselves from the state or
of claiming their rights and benefits.

Lawyers for the poor grow inured to
the daily injustice of ill-prepared
trials—quick guilty pleas and the
unending stream of clients who are not
people, but cases or numbers.

We have two justice systems in
America. There is your first-class
justice system for the rich, and we
have a second-class justice system for
the poor.

But there cannot be second-class
justice. For if justice is not equal, it is
injustice.

A prisoner
Ohio



Some people more equal?

Possibly the whole question of gay
rights could be solved by the
government with a minimum of
difficulty if it were to legislate the fact
that gays are nonhuman. After all,
this seems implied by the actions of
the president, who is too busy to
concern himself with human rights for
this segment of the population.

Think of how much energy could be
saved!

Seriously, it is infuriating to see
Jimmy Carter and other members of
his entourage champion human rights,
while ignoring the denial of rights to
people in the United States. Perhaps if
I were a politician I could more easily
reconcile this discrepancy, but as it is,
I cannot. :

Or is it that some people are more
equal than others?

J.C.G.
State College, Pennsylvania

Pornography and rape

An article on pornography and rape
appearing in the June issue of War
Cry, published by the Tucson Rape
Crisis Center, suggested that
pornography featuring violence
against women causes rape and that
we should make pornography a crime.

I disagree with both ideas.
Pornography does not cause rape.
Pornography and rape are both caused
by the same thing—a society divided
into classes of exploiter and exploited
and the use of the patriarchal nuclear
family to restrict human sexuality.

To make pornography a crime is to
institute censorship. Who will decide
what to ban? The profitable business
of pornography won’t be eliminated by
censorship. Instead, gay newspapers
and feminist publications will be the
victims. The government will go after
“permissiveness”’—a word to describe
people who disagree with the
establishment.

The article should have pointed out
that there are already laws against
rape and child abuse and against
photographing these vile actions, not
that the real crime is distributing the
photograph.

Alberta Dannells
Tucson; Arizona

Dirty tricks afoot?

I have recently moved and left a
forwarding address. It is quite
interesting to note that all my mail,
including other newspapers and
magazines, has been forwarded along
to me at my new address, except for
the Militant. It makes me think that
perhaps the post office would rather
that I.didn’t receive the Militant.

I would just like to add that I enjoy
very much reading the Militant and
look forward to its arrival every week.
W.B.

Minneapolis, Minnesota

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on sub-
jects of general interest to our
readers. Please keep your letters
brief. Where necessary they will
be abridged. Please indicate if
your name may be used or if you
prefer that your initials be used
instead.
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National Picket Line

Losing in the primaries

Primary elections seldom attract much attention or
many voters, but they always cost money. Candidates
draw from the usual sources. Business concerns
expecting fat government contracts, and union offi-
cials seeking favors, contribute. The September 8
New York City primary is no exception.

Of the seven hopefuls in the Democratic Party race
for mayor, the four front-runners had each collected
more than a half-million dollars three weeks before
election day. Mario Cuomo, backed by New York Gov.
Carey, got the most—$765,407. Incumbent Mayor
Beame, endorsed by the Democratic Party machine,
gathered and spent $666,250; former Congresswoman
Bella Abzug, $556,535; and Rep. Edward Koch,
$500,531.

None of these candidates has ever done anything to
advance the cause of organized labor, nor does any of
them promise to. Of course, they all say they want to
help poor people, provide jobs for unemployed workers,
and be fair to everyone—so long as none of this
interferes with private profits.

They also agree that Mayor Beame and the city
bankers did about all that could be done to solve the
city’s “fiscal crisis.” City workers had to be laid off,
public services reduced, school funds cut, welfare
slashed, and rents raised.

Why would any union contribute money to these
candidates? How is it possible for workers to win
anything in such a field? It is not possible, but that
doesn’t stop treacherous union officials from laying
bets.

Cuomo picked up $25,000 from the United Industrial
Workers of North America, an affiliate of the Seafar-
ers’ International Union. The Communications
Workers union gave him another $25,000, and say they
will be “the arms and legs” of his campaign. The
Machinists also support Cuomo, as do the Steamfit-
ters, Painters, and Printing Trades Council. It appears
as if he will have the most union support at election
time as his chances of winning improve.

Bella Abzug picked up $10,000 from District 1199 of
the hospital workers union. She is also supported by
the Fur and Leather Workers, the Motion Picture
Operators union, and the Marine Engineers Benevo-

Frank Lovell,

lent Association. “

Koch could claim support of only one local of the
Furniture Workers, but hopes to get more union money
if he can look more like a winner.

Mayor Beame, despite his antiunion record in office,
has the endorsement of the AFL-CIO Central Labor
Council, Joint Council 16 of the Teamsters union, and
the personal endorsement of John DeLury, who heads
the badly hit city sanitation workers union.

The two largest unions of city workers—the 100,000-
member District Council 37 of state, county and
municipal workers, and the 70,000-member teachers
union—have held off endorsing any candidate. Albert
Shanker, teachers-union president, said that an
endorsement decision would be made in late August,
before the primary. District 37 Director Victor Got-
baum announced a neutrality policy in"the primary,
but says a choice will be made in the event of a runoff.

Shanker and Gotbaum like to think they are
“influential leaders” in New York politics, but they
play the same game as other union officials. They try
to pick winners among the capitalist candidates,
hoping somehow to cash in. Beame is one of their past
winners, and he paid off with fake promises. So they
pretended to be wiser, but whatever they learned’
wasn’t much. ,

The basic political philosophy of all these subser-

‘vient union officials was expressed last June by

Teamster official Barry Feinstein, who is head of the
New York State Public Employees Conference. When
asked on a TV show why he and other union officials
had endorsed Beame after the mayor laid off more
than 40,000 city workers and snatched more than $500
million from their pockets, Feinstein said:

“We are convinced that Abe Beame will, for the next
four years, maintain the open-door policy between the
municipal labor unions and his own office, so that we
can work together in what will be very difficult times
ahead.”

They have no reason to expect anything different
from any other mayor . . . so long as they serve him
as well as they have served Beame. Their campaign
contributions are a token of their willingness to serve,
regardless of who is elected.

The American Way of Life

Profiting off porn

As a political issue, pornography is unusual. The
question of censorship aside, pornography: pro or con
is a lopsided debate. Almost nobody openly defends
porn per se—and yet it flourishes.

What pornography lacks in political clout, it makes
up for in economic power. Its supporters maintain a
low profile, voting with their wallets and keeping more
silent than Nixon’s “silent majority.”

With all the hush-hush and embarrassment that
goes along with this business, its economic side tends
to be hidden as well. Those who profit most are most
anxious to conceal the fact. But a couple of investiga-
tive reporters for the New York Times conducted a
search of real-estate records and turned up some
interesting information.

First of all, they found that only four realty concerns
are landlords for about a quarter of mid-Manhattan’s
lucrative ““sex industry.” These four firms lease build-
ings to thirty “massage’ parlors, book-and-peep-show

" shops, prostitution hotels, and theaters that display X-

rated movies or “live acts.” Among these landlords are
some of New York City’s major real-estate operators—
one firm runs an office-building empire valued at $450
million.

When the reporters questioned these wealthy gentle-
men, those who didn’t immediately slam the telephone
down made two recurring points. First, the “sex
merchants” are among the few who can afford the
high rents in the middle of Manhattan Island. And
second, they said, while they abhor porno as much as
the next guy, they’re powerless to do anything about
their tenants’ operations.

Most of the pornographers pay more than $100,000 a
year in rent—about double the rate charged to other

tenants for comparable space. And the unfortunate,
helpless landlords stoicly submit to their distasteful
predicament.

Enter Abraham Beame, running for reelection as
mayor of New York. Naturally he would prefer that
voters forget his role as the cutback artist who has
slashed city services to the bone. So a few months ago
he set himself up as an “antismut” crusader—an act of
great political courage, considering how the masses
are howling for smut.

Anyhow, he formed a blue-ribbon panel of notables
and named it the Committee to Clean Up Times
Square. No sooner was the committee announced than
one of its members—one Seymour Durst—was revealed
to be a major porno landlord. Beame huffed and puffed
and demanded Durst’s resignation. v

Durst owns some buildings that house X-rated movie
theaters. When approached by the Times reporters, he
“insisted that he had no control over the use of the
theater and that he was not making any profit from
the theater rentals of $80,000 and $70,000 a year.”

Pornography, like prostitution, exploits and de-
grades women for profit. Both are social problems
generated by the sexual repressiveness of capitalist
society, and neither can be repressed out of existence
by police methods. Censorship against pornography,
and imprisonment of the triply exploited prostitutes
are false and dangerous solutions. These institutions
can only be eliminated by cutting off their social
roots—the profit system that turns sex into a commod-
ity. And none of the hypocritical “prodecency”
zealots—from Abraham Beame to the orange juice
peddler of the same initials—are about to join that
fight. —CIliff Conner
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The Great Society

Only in America—The compassion-
ate state of Connecticut has dropped a
$34.15 damage suit against a woman
killed in a car crash. Suit had been
filed against her estate to cover the

cost of cleaning up the oil spilled in the

accident.

Unlucky star—What with the reve-
lations about the dangerous lead
content in the paint on those McDo-
nald glasses, fast-food competitor Ar-
by’s made an unfortunate -choice.
They’re offering zodiac glasses. The
first one? Cancer.

What’s .so dumb?—A concerned
federal survey team found U.S. stu-
dents have serious deficiencies in their
knowledge of the politics and geo-
graphy of other countries. Example: 40
percent thought Israel was an Arab
country.

Cream and sugar, to go—A Port-
land dock security guard was accused
of ripping off 8,850 pounds of coffee
beans worth $30,000. ’

Alibi of the week—A Newark cop
went ‘to light a bar companion’s
cigarette with his lighter, a replica of a

Harry Ring

pistol. But, the cop explained, he
mistakenly drew his real pistol. When
he pulled the trigger to ignite the
lighter, the gun went off in the man’s
face, killing him. The cop was acquit-
ted of manslaughter.

Protecting their investment—
Only one MD in five smokes, as
compared to one in three twelve years
ago.

Just saving ink—According to U.S.
News and World Report, members of
Congress spent $2.5 million on over-

seas travel, not the $1.4 million offi-
cially reported. “Certain costs,” the
magazine reported, “have been omitted
from the record altogether while others
appear to have been significantly—
and systematically—understated.”

Water’s his bag—Los Angeles may
be facing a water shortage, but not
because of skimping on executive
salaries. The manager of the water-
works is the city’s highest paid official,
knocking down $73,056 per annum.
Which would be OK if he had a
divining rod.

Capitalism Fouls Things Up

Arnold Weissberg

"A blatant travesty’

The following is a guest column by Nancy
Cole.

“I would have preferred a stricter strip mine bill,”
apologized President Carter. But at least this one
would enhance “the legitimate and much-needed
production of coal and also assuage the fears that
the beautiful areas where coal is produced were
being destroyed.”

The bill-signing ceremony in the Rose Garden
August 3 was supposedly the culminating event in
the ten-year battle by environmentalists for federal
legislation to curb the greed of the strip-mine opera-
tors.

On July 26 a congressional subcommittee had
held a hearing on the dangers of strip mining. Jack
Spadaro, speaking for the Appalachian Coalition,
told members of Congress: “Damage to homes and
property by flooding, landslides, sedimentation, and
blasting have become commonplace in the moun-
tainous and hill regions. . . . The people of Appala-
chia who live along the creek banks and up the
hollows, on the ridge tops and in the small towns
are being continually subjected to severe, and even
life-threatening, disasters caused by strip mining.”

Environmental groups have long fought to regu-
late the strip-mining industry and to force it to

Women in Revolt

Cuba, ERA, and CPUSA

The following guest column is by Joanne
Tortorici. :

This week, women all over the nation are celebrat-
ing the right to vote—a right won late in this
country’s history, and then only by our long and
hard struggle.

Our social position, though, is still as second-class
citizens. And even gains more recently won, such as
the right to a safe, legal abortion, are under attack
by the grinning President Jimmy Carter and his
friends in Washington, D.C.

Women are still not considered equal under the
law. The Equal Rights Amendment, passed in
Congress five years ago, would go a long way
toward changing that. So far, thirty-five of the
thrity-eight states needed have ratified the amend-
ment.

Last year, however, the ERA suffered defeats in
North Carolina, Illinois, Oklahoma, and Missouri.
Georgia, Virginia, and Florida have also voted it
down. And Idaho, Nebraska, and Tennessee, which
had already approved it, reversed their positions.

If the amendment is not ratified by thirty-eight
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restore the ravaged land after coal has been ex-
tracted.

But despite the presence of 300 at the White
House celebration—which reportedly did not in-
clude even one representative from the coal
industry—not everyone thinks this bill was what
environmentalists were fighting for. The Appalachi-
an Coalition labeled it “a blatant travesty” at a
Washington news conference.

In the August Mountain Life & Work they explain
why.

First, it exempts wuntil 1979 all ‘“small
operators”’—those who strip-mine 100,000 tons of
coal or less each year. That’s 80 percent of all strip
mines—an industry that can ravage an area of land
and move onto new territory in a matter of months!

The bill also legitimizes the removal of mountain-
tops as a mining technique.

It imposes no slope limitation, thus giving the go-
ahead to continue mining on the steeper slopes
where the environmental impact is greatest.

The overall effect of the bill, the group explains,
“encourages the expansion of strip-mining as a
means of expanding coal production.” The goal of
really effective legislation, the Appalachian Coali-
tion says, would be to phase out strip mining
altogether and replace it with “less socially and

states by March 22, 1979, it will automatically be
scrapped.

What happens to women’s rights in the United
States is being watched with great interest all over
the world. The June 26 issue of Granma, Cuba’s
national daily newspaper, ran an article expressing
concern over the ERA’s perilous situation. Journal-
ist Marcelino Valdés Stable documented the inferior
position of women in this country. For example, the
article pointed to the widening gap between
women’s and men’s wages here.

Valdés Stable went on to name some of the
women’s organizations that have been formed in
the United States to fight for women’s rights.
“Discrimination of women in the United States has
reached unbearable limits,” Valdés Stable said,
“and that is why women’s groups in the United
States . . . are struggling resolutely to allow women
to occupy their rightful place in society and to make
equal rights for women in the U.S. a reality.”

Ironically, in the very same issue of Granma,
Valdés Stable also reports on a visit to the island by
a delegation from the Communist Party USA.

At a press conference in Havana on June 17,

Willic Mae¢ Reid

environmentally destructive methods.”
It is no'coincidence that the controversy is finally
being “settled” with a federal law just when Carter

- is busily preparing his energy package requiring

increased coal production. According to the New
York Times, this strip-mine bill is “significantly
weaker than versions approved by-large majorities
every year since 1972 by one or both houses of
Congress, but vetoed by President Ford in 1974 and -
1975.” .

In 1976, 56 percent of the 671 million tons of coal
mined in the United States was from strip mining.

With Carter’s go-ahead, the coal operators now
plan to boost production by nearly 500 million tons
during the next eight years, and some 60 percent of
that is to come from new Western strip mines.

The White House “plan would require a huge
expansion of strip mining operations on public and
Indian lands, located in sparsely populated, arid,
ecologically-fragile regions,” wrote James Cannon
from the Council on Economic Priorities in the Los
Angeles Times.

So Carter and his obedient Congress had no
intention of “curbing” the coal operators. And they
can rest assured that the restraints in the bill that
did slip through will be adequately unenforced by
the courts.

s ) ¥ -
CPUSA National Secretary Arnold Becchetti—after
kicking up a little dust to cover the Soviet Union’s
criminal treatment of political dissidents—threw in’
a few words about women’s rights.

Reporting on the press conference Valdés Stable
writes, “As for women’s rights, Becchetti said that
the CPUSA had a program on equal pay for equal
work. . . .”

And what of the ERA?,

Not surprisingly, Becchetti had nothing to say.
Because while U.S. women—and just about every-
one else with any progressive sentiments—have
lined up behind the ERA, the CPUSA has come out
against it! o

Women in this country are glad to have Cuba’s
support in our fight for ratification of the ERA.

And we would be glad to see the CPUSA drop its
reactionary position and join our ranks.

But with or without that support, on August 26
U.S. women will go ahead and celebrate our suf-
frage. But only with a hard look ahead at the
battles we still must win to achieve real equality,
and with the cries of those women who have been
crushed by this system ringing in our ears.



Abortion debate

in Congress

What I would have said?

By Willie Mae Reid

Last fall, opponents of women’s right to abortion
tested the political waters in Congress and found
them quite comfortable.

They succeeded in passing a rider to the appropri-
ations bill for the Departments of Labor and
Health, Education and Welfare. The Hyde amend-
ment, as it is known, denies Medicaid funds for
abortion, except where the life of the woman is
endangered.

Liberals in Congress, such as then Rep. Bella
Abzug and Sen. Birch Bayh, opposed this flagrant
discrimination. But when President Ford vetoed the

Willie Mae Reid was the 1976 Socialist Workers
Party candidate for vice-president. She is
currently the director of women’s liberation
work for the SWP.

full bill as too costly, these same liberals voted to
override the veto—with the Hyde amendment in-
tact.

When the appropriations bill came up again this
summer, these “practical politicians” tried a differ-
ent approach. In the House, congresspeople such as
Democrat Elizabeth Holtzman maneuvered to
substitute a motion to ban abortions under all
circumstances in place of the old “endangered life”
Hyde amendment. Holtzman said this would
“ensure” that the Supreme Court would find the
amendment unconstitutional.

In the Senate, when a motion to allow funds for
all abortions failed, liberal Republican Sen. Edward
Brooke proposed that abortions be allowed if they
are “medically necessary” or in the case of rape or
incest.

That amendment passed the Senate. After a joint
conference the bill returned to both the House and
Senate. In both cases, Democrats and Republicans
who say they support the unrestricted right of
women to abortion lobbied for the Senate “medi-
cally necessary” version.

Not one of these so-called supporters of women’s
rights took a principled stand for the right of all
women to abortion. The opponents of abortion
couldn’t have written a better scenario: liberals and
conservatives debating over how much to restrict
poor women’s rights.

No matter which version wins when Congress
reconvenes in September, the,enemies of abortion
win, and women lose.

There are no workers’ representatives in Congress
today to speak up for the needs of poor women or for
any of the working class.

But if I had been there in the chambers of the
House of Representatives on August 2 when our
“representatives” debated how to retreat on our
rights, I would have said something like this:
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Anti-Hyde amendment demonstration in Wash. D.C. last June

Today we're debating how to go about restricting
the right to abortion. It’s not the first time this body
has considered such a course. And I guarantee that
if you vote to send poor women back to illegal,
butcher abortionists, it will not be the last!

Women will not allow this fundamental right to
be so seriously eroded. We believe we have the right
to control our lives free from the religious, mystical,
and otherwise reactionary whims of a Congress
made up in its majority of rich, white men.

The discussion in these hallowed halls, both this
year and last fall, has been instructive. It's
unfortunate that more Americans are not able to
view firsthand the goings-on here, rather than
having to depend on the piecemeal quotes and
paraphrases meted out by the news media.

How well some of you so-called representatives
have voiced your scorn for women. How graphically
you have shown your contempt for the working-
class men and women who elected you to office.

Earlier this summer, Rep. Eldon Rudd compared
government-funded abortions to financing face lifts
and hair transplants. '

Today, Rep. Henry Hyde stood here and told us
that it is not poor women who suffer diserimination
when they are denied the abortions that rich women
can easily get. “It is the unborn rich who are
penalized by that double standard,” he declared. If
you’re the unborn poor, Hyde says, “you have a
fighting chance to survive”! :

So the rich suffer because they have rights that
the poor don’t enjoy. And what about the women
forced to go through with an unwanted pregnancy
or to search out a cheap, dangerous abortion?
Where is their “fighting chance,” Mr. Hyde?

Rep. Silvio Conte is appalled by the ‘“serious
abuse” of the Medicaid program. “It is apparent,”
he pontificates, “that a significant number of people
are using abortion as a form of birth control at
federal expense, or as a matter of convenience.”

Women will die

Women have abortions because they are preg-
nant, Mr. Conte, not because it’s a federally
financed convenience. Without Medicaid funds
available, 300,000 women wanting abortions will
have to resort to alternatives. An estimated five
women will die each week as a result of home-
remedies or back-alley operations.

Why should Black, Chicana, Puerto Rican, and
other poor working-class women be penalized
because we are kept at the bottom of an economic
system that thrives on our exploitation and oppres-
sion?

President Carter got to the heart of where he
stands on this issue with his recent statement that
there are some things the wealthy can afford and
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the poor can’t. It isn’t the government’s concern, he
said, to make things “fair.”

That’s what is at stake here today. By turning.
your back on poor women, this House of Represen-
tatives is saying that it exists only to protect the
interests of the wealthy who run the Democratic
and Republican parties.

Today the members of Congress who say they
support abortion rights have urged that the House
accept the Senate’s anti-abortion bill, which allows
for abortions only if it is “medically necessary” or
in the case of rape or incest.

That is supposed to be better than what the
abortion foes want, which is a ban on funds for
abortions except where the life of the woman is
endangered.

Liberals such as Rep. Elizabeth Holtzman and
Louis Stokes have referred to diseased and de-
formed fetuses and maimed and crippled women
that would make a full-term pregnancy undesirable.

But none of these politicians are discussing a
woman’s right to abortion—just the most “humane”
way to restrict that right.

‘Throwback to dark ages’

How can this Senate bill be tagged a ‘“lesser
evil’? It is, no less than the House version, a
throwback to the dark ages before the 1973 Supreme
Court decision legalizing abortion. It would have
women return to the days when abortion laws gave
doctors, lawyers, and judges the right to control
women’s bodies and lives.

It is like offering us a choice between electrocu-
tion and the gas chamber. For opponents of the
death penalty, which is the “lesser evil”?

Some of you defend your stand to women’s rights
activists by arguing that the “medically necessary”
clause provides a loophole women can use.

But what makes you think that government
officials, like avid abortion foe HEW Secretary
Joseph Califano, are going to allow anything to slip
by?

And look at the Justice Department. Just yester-
day it ruled that last year’s Hyde amendment must
be applied in its strictest sense. No abortions for
rape and incest, Attorney General Griffin Bell said,
because the bill doesn’t specifically say so.

What about the Supreme Court? In June, it ruled
that the state has a legitimate interest in promoting
childbearing. Is it going to back women who try to:
find a “loophole” in this bill?

You’re doing no service to women by pushing one
restriction versus another. You’ve only confused
women and tried to divide the women’s movement.

You call on women to support, and even hail, the .
first round in an assault on all women’s right to :
choose abortion. Make no mistake about it: this is
just the beginning. If the enemies of women succeed
in restricting the rights of poor women, they’ll use it
as a wedge in their drive to outlaw abortion for all
women. '

The women’s movement must not continue to rely
on its Democratic and Republican “friends” in this
room, who try to convince abortion opponents with
words and when that doesn’t work, with “practical”
compromises. »

The foes of abortion in the House, Senate, White .
House, and Supreme Court have highfalutin’ moral
excuses for opposing funds for abortion. But they
would fast reconsider those lofty ideals if women
marched in Washington, D.C., in massive numbers,
demanding their unrestricted right to abortion.

No more politicians and judges oppose abortion
now than did in 1973 when it was legalized by a
court with four Nixon nominees. But at that time
there existed the potential for a powerful women’s
movement, and it had this country’s rulers scared.

I say women should scare them again. I vote “no”
on both the Senate and House anti-abortion bills.
And I call on my sisters around the country to also
vote “no”’—with their feet in the streets.
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Louisville right-wingers step up violence

By Charlie Thomas
LOUISVILLE—Right-wing violence
continues to escalate here. On the
night of August 17, civil rights activist
Anne Braden’s car was fire-bombed,
and a window of the Socialist Workers
Party campaign office was broken by
what police believe was a pellet gun.
These attacks coincided with an
announcement by federal and local
officials that a cache of ninety-seven
fragmentation hand grenades, twenty-
six sticks of dynamite, and 17,000
rounds of ammunition was seized at a
Bullitt County dump, directly south of
here. Police say warrants were issued
in connection with an investigation of
local “radical antibusing groups.”
The attack on the SWP headquarters
followed a threatening call received
there August 5. The caller said that the
National Socialist (Nazi) Liberation
Front thought “SWPers should be bull-
whipped and shot.” This same group

took credit for the 1975 bombing of the
Los Angeles offices of the SWP.

At a well-attended press conference
August 18, Debby Tarnopol, Socialist
Workers Party candidate for mayor,
blasted the inaction of Louisville
Mayor Harvey Sloane and Jefferson
County Judge Todd Hollanbach. She
demanded they conduct a full-scale
investigation into these violent at-
tacks.

Less than a week earlier Leroy
White, a fifty-two-year-old Black postal
clerk, was kidnapped, pistol-whipped,
and threatened with death by three
white men who said they were
members of the American Nazi Party.

“They said they wanted to eliminate
Jews and niggers, just like Hitler,”
White said.

And a week before that, three whites
stabbed a thirty-four-year-old Black
here, telling him they wanted to “get a
nigger.”

‘Gra
Demands full

DEBBY TARNOPOL:
investigation.

Gov. Brown sheds crocodile tears
over new Calif. death penalty law

By Harry Ring

LOS ANGELES—California
reinstated the death penalty.

It became law August 11, after the
legislature voted by the necessary two-
thirds majority to override Gov. Jerry
Brown’s veto of the measure.

At first glance the successful over-
ride seemed unusual. It was the first
time the legislature has reversed the
influential governor, and only the
third time a California governor has
been overridden in the past thirty-one
years.

Yet, responding to the override,
Brown told reporters, “I'm not sar-
prised.”

For good reason.

When Brown vetoed the death-
penalty measure last June he piously
announced it was ‘“a matter of con-
science.”

At the same time, his lieutenants
made clear that Brown would not lift a
finger to ensure that the veto was
sustained.

In a June 1 interview, Gray Davis,
Brown’s top aide, put it this way: “If
there is a message, it is, ‘Search your
conscience and your constituency and
make the best judgment you can. . . .
If any legislator indicates that his
conscience dictates that he should vote
for imposition of the death penalty, we

has

will certainly not ask him.to change
his view.’

Clearly, the good governor is more
concerned with his prospects for reelec-
tion in 1978 than with his “con-
science.”

Elected to his first term by liberal-
minded voters, Brown has moved
steadily to the right. Apparently as-
suming he has the liberal vote sewn
up, he is now openly bidding for reac-
tionary and racist support.

BROWN: A man of nscuence ..
within limits.

It took five years to get the death
penalty back on the California books.
After the U.S. Supreme Court invali-
dated executions in 1972, right-wing
forces carried a prodeath referendum
in the state. In 1973 the legislature
enacted a bill, but it failed to meet
Supreme Court standards.

The present statute is intended to
meet the high court guidelines. It does
so by providing that if a jury finds
“mitigating circumstances” it can opt
for life imprisonment without possibil-
ity of parole.

California was, for a number of
years, a center of opposition to the
death penalty. In 1960 the mass effort
to save Caryl Chessman from the gas
chamber assumed national and inter-
national proportions. The last Califor-
nia execution took place in 1967.

Speaking unsuccessfully against the
present measure, state assembly
member Barry Keene declared:

“The argument has been made that
these are not human beings, that these
are animals. This kind of rationaliza-
tion allowed killing of ‘witches’ in
Salem, the starving of prisoners at
Andersonville, the killing of Indians at
Wounded Knee, lynching of Blacks in
the Deep South, and the extermination
of Jews in Germany.”

The point is well taken.

Ten L.A. cops sue to bankrupt PLP

By Harry Ring

LOS ANGELES—In an ominous
development, ten city cops here have
filed a $1 million damage suit against
the Progressive Labor Party.

The suit—clearly aimed at establish-
ing a precedent—also names two PLP
national leaders and twenty-eight peo-
ple arrested for assault in a demonstra-
tion here.

The PLP has responded with a $238
million suit against the ten cops, Police
Chief Davis, and various city officials.

Pretrial hearings were slated to
begin August 18 in the case of those
charged with assaulting the cops. Nine
face felony charges, and eighteen face
misdemeanor charges.

The complaint was dropped against
the twenty-eighth person arrested,
Constance Milazzo. Officials disclosed
that she is a police undercover agent
who had infiltrated the group.

The charges and subsequent damage
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suits stem from a June 18 demonstra-
tion in downtown Los Angeles in sup-
port of undocumented workers. The
action was sponsored by the PLP and
the Committee against Racism, a
group associated with it.

The police assert they were assaulted
while trying to make an arrest and
that the ten cops now filing the suit
were injured by demonstrators.

The cops’ suit is being sponsored by
the Police Protective League, which
says it is trying to promote such ac-
tions nationally.

In a July 8 interview with the Los
Angeles Times, Jerry Trent, a director
of the cops’ association, spoke frankly
about the purpose of the “damage”
suit.

“Trent said,” the Times reported,
“that one purpose of the present suit
was to deplete the financial resources
of the PLP, resources which he claimed
have allowed party members to travel

around the United States stirring up
trouble.”

Another purpose, he said, was to
discourage people from beating up on
cops.

The PLP’s countersuit declares that
the ten cops are “motivated solely by a
desire to severely and adversely affect
the lawful political activities of the
Progressive Labor Party and the Com-
mittee Against Racism,” and that the
cops had in fact assaulted the demon-
strators “without legal cause.”

In a telephone interview, defense
attorney Antonia Hernandez said that
pretrial discovery motions would be
made to establish the record of police
surveillance of the defendants. Also,
she said, the defense would seek a
record of any previous acts of aggres-
sion and violence by the cops involved.

The court will also be asked, Hernan-
dez said, to make undercover police
agent Milazzo available for interview
by the defense.

ANNE BRADEN: Car bombed by right-
wing terrorists.

fights
Amtrak’s
antigay
blacklist
By Michael Maggi

Anita Bryant says that discrimi-
nation is not the issue in her antigay
crusade. Try telling that to Thomas
Shelton, an Amtrak employee. He
was denied a promotion and a $2,500
raise because Amtrak keeps a record
of its employees’ sexual orientation.

Shelton won a job-discrimination
complaint against Amtrak from the
sthington D.C., Human nghts

~ommission in m1d -July.

United Press International re-
ported that top Amtrak personnel
officers compiled a list of eighty-five
suspected homosexuals. Kenneth
Housman, Amtrak’s personnel direc-
tor, denied the list ever existed. “You
can’t discriminate against gay peo-
ple. We know that,” he said. ‘“There
isn’t any list of gays in this com-
pany. . . . There never has been.”

But according to UPI, three differ-
ent Amtrak management sources
reported otherwise.

One Amtrak manager said that a
personnel officer came to him with a
long list of employees and quizzed
him on whether “a bunch” of them
were gay.

Names on the list, the manager
recalled, were marked with either an
“F” or an arrow. Apparently that
indicated who Amtrak judged to be
“fags” or “‘straights.”

Amtrak sources said that the list
was compiled about the time that
Shelton, a reservations and informa-
tion clerk, was scheduled for promo-
tion to seating-space controller. Shel-
ton had been an acting controller for
four months and had been told he
would be given the job permanently.

Suddenly, without explanation,
Shelton’s promotion was reversed.
The reason was not too puzzling,
however. “I'm gay, and I'm fairly
open about it at work,” Shelton
explained. “I see no other reason for
them turning down my promotion.”

Two other Amtrak employees said
a supervisor told them that Shelton’s
promotion was denied because his
name was on the list.

Shelton won his promotion be-
cause he was willing to stand up for
his rights. But at least eighty-four

other people may still be on Am-
trak’s gay list.




Devlin,others pay tribute
to ‘Militant’ at rally of 1,700

By Arnold Weissberg

Nearly 1,700 people jumped to their feet, chanting
“British troops out now!” as Irish revolutionist
Bernadette Devlin finished her speech at a rally
August 12 climaxing the twenty-ninth national
convention of the Socialist Workers Party.

Devlin, along with other rally speakers, paid
tribute to the important role of the Militant as a
guide to action and source of news for political
activists in the United States and around the world.

Greetings to the rally came from leading figures
in many social struggles in this country (see box).

Devlin said that although the Catholic civil rights

movement is in a downturn right now, the oppres-

sive conditions Catholics live under in Northern
Ireland ensure a new rise in that struggle.

And when that happens, Devlin said, “this time
things are going to be different.” That difference,
she added, will “have a great deal to do with the
SWP, a great deal to do with the Militant, a great
deal to do with IP [Intercontinental Press, a weekly
sister publication of the Militant that specializes in
world news).” '

MACEO DIXON
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Leaders of the Irish struggle have learned a lot
from the IP and the Militant, Devlin said. While
wrestling with the problems of how to deal with
some growing divisions in the Irish Republican
movement, Devlin told the rally, she “came upon a
copy of IP and discovered that this guy Gerry Foley
had it all figured out.”

Foley, an IP staff writer, has written extensively
on Ireland. .

Diane Sarge, a Houston steelworker, is the SWP
candidate for mayor of that city. She told the crowd
why she was in the race: “Working people can do a
damn sight better job running society than capital-
ist politicians can,” she said.

Sarge told how important the Militant has been
in getting out news of her campaign to working
people in Houston plants and in the Black and
Chicano communities. She said the Militant plays a
key role in explaining why working people need to
break with the two big-business parties and forge a
party of and for themselves—a labor party.

The Militant is read with interest in the Houston
steel plants, Sarge said. One reason is that last
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spring it was the only place workers could read the
official union summary of the basic steel contract—
since the union bureaucrats weren’t interested in
letting steelworkers see what they had agreed to.

One of the important achievements of the SWP
convention was a fusion between the SWP and the
Revolutionary Marxist Committee, a Detroit-based
group of more than forty revolutionists. Shelley
Kramer, an RMC leader, told the rally that the
Militant had played a vital part in bringing the
group toward the SWP.

Kramer said the RMC began studying the
Militants of the 1930s, searching for the roots of the
American revolutionary tradition. Their review
spurred them to take a fresh look at today’s
Militant, where they got an “all-sided view of the
SWP.” ’

What the Militant had to say about how to defend
the interests of working people and the most
oppressed in society had a big impact on their
thinking, Kramer explained.

Next month, Kramer will join the Militant’s

Continued from page 17
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Socialists launch fall subscription drive

By William Jasper

Expanding the readership of the Militant will be
a top priority of the Socialist Workers Party in the
months ahead.

Delegates to the recent SWP national convention
voted to launch a fall subscription drive to sign up
18,000 new readers of the Militant. This will be
combined with efforts to continue and expand
Militant sales at plant gates.

There will be a parallel push to boost sales of the

new Spanish-language Perspectiva Mundial, includ-

ing the first subscription drive for this biweekly
socialist news magazine. The goal is to get 500 new
PM subscribers.

These plans were outlined in a report to the
convention by Nelson Blackstock, former managing
editor of the Militant and the new circulation
director for the socialist press.

The report discussed perspectives for the three
publications currently produced and distributed by
SWP members. In addition to the Militant and
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Perspectiva Mundial, this includes Intercontinental
Press, a weekly magazine devoted to world political
developments. ‘

The report began by reviewing the Militant’s
circulation gains over the past year. Last fall nearly
21,000 new readers bought introductory subscrip-
tions. Earlier this year more than 100,000 copies of
the paper were sold in a single-copy sales campaign.
A pattern of regular sales at plant gates—especially
at steel plants—was established during the drive.

This fall’s campaign will expand on these gains—
with its emphasis both on getting new subscriptions
and on plant-gate sales.

The drive is set to last ten weeks, beginning
September 10. An introductory subscription of ten
weeks of the Militant for two dollars will be
offered—a three-dollar savings off the new single-
copy price of fifty cents. (See story on price rise on
page 17.)

A three-month subscription to the biweekly Pers-
pectiva will sell for two dollars.

A joint Militant-Perspectiva subscription blank
has been designed for the drive. One side features a

description of Perspectiva in Spanish.

In his report to the convention, Blackstock exam-
ined the role of the three socialist periodicals and
their prospects for the future.

During discussions on previous days of the con-
vention, the current political situation in the United
States had been characterized as a ‘“preparatory
period,” one in which victims of the employers’
offensive are searching for ways to fight back.

“It’s in the Militant that week after week we
develop and publicize our proposals about what can
be done,” Blackstock said. “It’s central to all our
plans this fall.” '

In discussing perspectives for growth of the
Militant, Blackstock referred to SWP founder James
P. Cannon.

Cannon wrote that the Militant should aim to
become a big socialist weekly—big in both size and

Continued on next page
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Messages of solidarity and greetings to the
rally for the Militant came from around the
country.

Richard Mohawk and Paul Skyhorse,
American Indian Movement activists on
trial in Los Angeles for a murder they
didn’t commit: The conspiratorial forces that
have kept us confined for nearly three years now
have had a friendly and willing ally in their
efforts to undermine the aspirations of the Amer-
ican Indian Movement. That friend to the reac-
tionary elements has been the mainstream me-
dia. When they were not totally ignoring our
case, the mainstream media were consistently
distorting the facts.

We are grateful to the alternative presses for
their fair and objective reporting of our case. It is
to the credit of the Militant that it was among
the vanguard in sending reporters to Ventura,
where the trial began, and participating in our
defense. We appreciate the coverage given to us
by Dave Brown and Harry Ring.

In the proud warrior tradition, victory will be
ours!

From Morris Kight, leader of the Los An-
geles Coalition for Human Rights and for
many years a leading national figure in the
gay rights movement: I think the Militant has
fulfilled a unique function for its entire history in

Rally greetings: The M

reporting on unpopular causes. It has been a
mainstay of political consciousness in this coun-
try. I'm proud for the Militant.

Harry Edwards, associate professor of soci-
ology at the University of California at
Berkeley, and an activist in the struggle
for Black rights: Your coverage of significant
political and social developments critical to the
interests of national and international progres-
sive communities has been invaluable in the
struggle against political oppression and eco-
nomic exploitation. I look for a continuation of
this tradition and more, given the even greater
challenges ahead.

Veteran journalist I.F. Stone: Despite Ameri-
can freedom of the press, the spectrum of discus-
sion on public questions is seriously limited
because the voices of Marxist opposition are so
few and so little read. Yet we cannot understand
what is happening in the rest of the world
without understanding the viewpoint of the
major currents elsewhere moving in a socialist
direction. Nor can we find our way to a better
America without the perspectives of radicalism.

In this narrow and precarious sector of opin-
ion, the Militant has distinguished itself by a
competence and a magnanimity which are rare
amid the fierce sectarianisms of the left.

Not the least accomplishment of the Militant

ilitant is ot

Clockwise from top left: I.F. Stone; José Angel Gutiérrez; Ei
Richard Mohawk; Paul Skyhorse; Leonard Weinglass.

..subscription

Continued from page 15
circulation.

A big Militant is needed in order to adequately
serve the various audiences socialists seek to reach,
Blackstock explained. For example, the paper must
include some material aimed primarily at newer
readers, designed to get them into reading the paper
and to hold onto them.

Socialists today are located all over the country
and are involved in many types of political activity.
The Militant tries to cover all this in a balanced
way.

“Through what we publish in the Militant, the
paper itself has become part of the equation in some
of the big ongoing struggles today,” Blackstock
said. “The Militant reports the facts, often reporting
things you can’t read anywhere else. At the same
time, the Militant puts forward the socialist point of
view.”

To illustrate this, Blackstock pointed to the role
the Militant has played on three important fronts—
the women’s movement, the antideportation fight,
and the trade unions. .

“The Militant keeps on top of the key issues
facing women. It early recognized the meaning of
the Hyde amendment, which denied abortions to
the women who could least afford them.

“When women in NOW decided to put out a
resolution aimed at reorienting their organization
toward the needs of Black, Latino, and other op-
pressed women, the Militant reported that. It fol-
lowed the discussion as it unfolded in local NOW
chapters. It was on hand at the convention with a
special issue.”

“During this process it became clear that the only
place where you could really find out what was
going on was in the Militant. Some of our friends
told us that. And, perhaps more significantly, some
who were not so friendly said the same thing.”

Over the years, the Militant has won the respect
of a relatively broad layer of Chicano activists and
leaders. No other publication follows in such detail
the Chicano movement on a national scale, Black-
stock said.

This proved important in helping to rally a
response to the government’s stepped-up attacks on
undocumented immigrants.

.Fight Back

The most striking example Blackstock pointed to
was what the Militant was able to do during and
after the Steelworkers union election campaign last
winter and spring.

“We picked up some important new readers be-
cause the Militant turned out to be the only place
you could get an accurate picture of the Steel-
workers Fight Back campaign of Ed Sadlowski.

“You could find out what the candidates were
saying in our press. And you could also read an
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analysis that made sense out of the whole thing, put
it in the broader framework of the labor movement
today and where it needs to go.”

During the campaign, the Militant was on sale at
plant gates from coast to coast. After the election
the Militant printed an official union summary of
the new basic steel contract, along with its own
analysis of what it meant. More than 4,000 steel-
workers bought copies of that special issue.

“While the Militant puts forward solutions to
questions activists are grappling with in many
arenas, it does something even more important,”
Blackstock told the convention. “It ties all the

-struggles together into a common strategy—one

that’s aimed at uniting all the working class and its
allies into a coherent battle plan designed to win.”

‘Perspectiva’

The significance of Perspectiva Mundial has to be
viewed in the context of a swiftly growing Spanish-
speaking minority in the United States, Blackstock

said.
Perspectiva covers both international affairs and

questions of immediate concern to Chicanos, Puerto
Ricans, and other Latinos living in the United
States. This fall Perspectiva will continue to closely
follow the antideportation movement, for example.

“Our immediate goal, as far as Perspectiva is
concerned,” Blackstock said, “has got to be to build
a circulation base for it. We know one is out there.
All that has to be done is to tap it.”

The key is to tie Perspectiva into the everyday
sales work done on the Militant. That means taking
Perspectiva along on sales in aréas where there are
Spanish-speaking people.

The Latino membership of the SWP is growing,
the convention learned. And Perspectiva will be
invaluable in winning more Spanish-speaking
members to the party.

Turning to Intercontinental Press, Blackstock
noted the magazine’s unparalleled reputation for

accuracy.

“It keeps its readers on top of what’s happening
in hot spots in the class struggle on every conti-
nent,” he said.

Publications trom throughout the world pour into
the IP office, and the magazine carries translations
from a broad spectrum of sources. It’s frequently the
first place in the world where you can find transla-
tions from samizdat, the writings of the Soviet
dissident underground.

IP’s Gerry Foley is an internationally recognized
writer on Ireland. Bernadette Devlin paid tribute to
Foley’s insight on the Irish struggle in her speech at
a rally at the close of the convention.

Since its birth in 1963, IP has carried every single
resolution of the Fourth International.

IP should be able to find new subscribers among
readers of the Militant, the report stated. While IP
often serves as a valuable news service for the
Militant, only a small portion of the material in IP
ever finds its way into the pages of the Militant.

The business offices of the Militant, Interconti-
nental Press, and Perspectiva Mundial have been
consolidated into a common circulation office.

The new circulation setup will explore new ways
to increase the readership of socialist periodicals.

One of the things all socialists regularly do is
take part in getting the Militant into the hands of
new readers. Subscription drives and single-copy
sales campaigns have been particularly effective in
broadening the readership of the paper. This will
continue to provide the bedrock of Militant circula-
tion, and the new circulation office will provide
more effective national coordination of this work.

. “Through the fall subscription and sales cam-

" paign, thousands of people will learn for the first
time about the SWP and our proposals for what to
do about the problems they face,” Blackstock said.
“Our Militant sales drives and our election cam-
paigns are similar in some respects: They are the
main ways we reach out and introduce new people
to our ideas.”

The SWP will be looking for new subscribers
where it concentrates in its political work: in the
Black community; in the Puerto Rican and Chicano
communities; among activists in the women’s move-
ment; and in the trade unions.

Socialist steelworkers at the convention decided
to sell at least 200 subscriptions to their co-workers
during the drive. Auto workers vowed to sell a
similar number, and the teachers vowed to top them
both.

The Young Socialist Alliance will also be partici-
pating in the drive. In areas where there are both
SWP and YSA units, both will share a common city-
wide goal. YSA chapters elsewhere will be taking
their own goals. The YSA will be spearheading
efforts to get subscriptions on campus.

Blackstock concluded his report by outlining the
Militant’s current financial situation. Rising costs
have forced the Militant to raise its cover price to
fifty cents.
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standing! Let’s keep it standing.
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in its fifty years was its courageous primacy in
bringing to public attention in the West the
terrible distortions of truth and justice behind the
Soviet facade.

Filmmaker Emile de Antonio: I read the
Militant because it fills in the gaps the New York
Times won’t cover, because it’s up front, because
it reports on the struggle ‘everywhere and in
context, because of its background pieces like the
recent analysis of events in Spain.

From José Angel Gutiérrez, Zavala County
(Texas) judge and founding member of the
Texas Raza Unida Party: Since 1969, the
people in the struggle for Chicano self-
determination of Crystal City have enjoyed read-
ing the Militant. I remember seeing the paper
being passed around during the great high
school walkout of that year. I remember seeing
the Militant in our high school library after we
won the battle with the school board.

I remember reading in the Militant the cover-
age of the Raza Unida Party activity during the
early ’70s. Today, I remember the Militant be-
cause it is part of the reading material found in
the reception room to my office. I read it reli-
giously for news of the struggle across the
country and world, from your perspective.

Those of us familiar with the integrity of such
writers as Miguel Pendas and Harry Ring know

the reliability and accuracy of your facts as
reported in the paper.

The Militant fills a great need for the truth. I
sincerely support this socialist newspaper. The
Militant is outstanding! Let’s keep it standing.

From Leonard Weinglass, civil liberties
attorney: In the years I have been defending
political cases I, of course, have followed the
reporting of various trials occurring around the
country. The Militant has consistently been an
excellent source of news regarding political
cases. Your reportage reflects your commitment
to providing your readership with an accurate
analysis of the factual, legal, and political issues
involved in these trials.

I wish to take this opportunity to send you my
warmest greetings on your fiftieth anniversary.
And, so far as the reporting of political cases,
your next fifty years could hardly be more distin-
guished.

From Robert Meeropol. Sons of Julius and
Ethel Rosenberg, Robert and Michael Meer-
opol have been fighting to reopen the case
that led to their parents’ executions as
“atom spies’’: For both of us let me wish you a
very successful convention, and I look forward to
continuing the close fraternal relationship be-
tween the SWP and our effort to reopen our
parents’ case.

New Militant price—a message to our readers

Beginning with this issue the Militant is raising
its cover price to fifty cents.

The price of a one-year subscription will be fifteen
dollars. A ten-week introductory subscription will
cost two dollars.

Earlier this year the price of the Militant went up
to thirty-five cents. Before that had been twenty-five
cents since 1971.

While we were reluctant to raise our price again,
an analysis of the rising costs faced by the Militant
showed that the step was unavoidable—and that
our previous increase to thirty-five cents was too
little and should probably have been made earlier.

® Since 1971 the price of newsprint has doubled.

* Postal rates for the Militant have gone up five-
and-a-half times—and will go up approximately 20
percent more next year.

«rally
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editorial staff.

The rally’s keynote speaker was Maceo Dixon,
Boston organizer of the Socialist Workers Party.
Dixon has played a leading role in the struggle to
defend school desegregation in Boston against
racist mob violence.

His talk reviewed some of the major events of the
past year—the New York blackout, the drought in
the West, the revelations of Korean influence-
peddling, the revolt of Black youth in South Africa,
new threats to the environment, and the announce-
ment of the neutron bomb. Dixon took special note
of the recent exposures of attempts by the CIA to
perfect mind-control drugs. “That’s the way the
capitalists work,” Dixon said. “They have to find
ways to trick, distort, and deceive to win your mind.

“But we know the power of truth. And the
Militant tells the truth.”

That’s why it’s so important to read, sell, and
subscribe to the paper, Dixon said—and the best
way to do that is to join the SWP.

Manuel Archuleta, Raza Unida Party candidate
for lieutenant governor of New Mexico, explained
that the RUP was “united with [the SWP] in a
common struggle for a world without slaves,
without hate, without wars.”

The Militant, Archuleta said, shared his enthusi-
asm for revolutionary upsurges around the world,
and played an important role in attracting Chica-
nos to socialist ideas.

Holly Harkness, a member of the national
executive committee of the Young Socialist Al-
liance, told the rally that the YSA sells the Militant

enthusiastically because the YSA wants to attract.

THE MILITANT/SEPTEMBER 2, 1977

e Many Militant bundles are shipped via air
freight. Those charges are now four times what they
were in 1971.

e Our full-time staff receives just enough money
each week to get by—to pay the rent and buy food
and other necessities. These costs have also risen
dramatically.

e All in all, the cost of putting out the Militant
has much more than doubled since 1971.

An alternative to raising our price would have
been to drastically. cut the number of pages in the
Militant and the size of our staff. But that would
severely cripple our ability to provide the breadth of
coverage of struggles on many fronts you find in
the Militant each week.

It’s our belief that the new price will not signifi-
cantly reduce our ability to get the Militant into the
hands of readers. Working people have seen the

revolutionary-minded young people.

“By reading the Militant,” she explained, “young
people will come to agree that socialism is the way
to answer the attacks on youth—unemployment, the
Bakke decision, the attacks on women’s rights.”

$50,000 ‘Militant’
appeal launched

A fund drive to raise $50,000 to help
cover the rising costs of putting out the
‘Militant’ was launched at the rally.

In response to an appeal delivered by
New York SWP leader Peter Buch, the
enthusiastic audience came forward with
contributions and pledges totaling
$31,000!

After the rally another ‘Militant’ sup-
porter donated $10,000 as a matching
fund—all future contributions will be
matched dollar for dollar up to $10,000.

The fund drive target had originally
been set at $40,000. However, initial
contributions were much higher than
expected, and a decision was made to up
the goal to $50,000.

To meet the many exciting political
challenges on the horizons, the ‘Militant’
needs financial help. In coming issues, we
will report on the progress of the $50,000
fund drive.

You can aid the drive by sending your
contribution to Militant Fund, 14 Charles
Lane, New York, New York, 10014.

price of everything going up—from the price of a
cup of coffee to the cost of a subway ride. The
Militant can’t stand aside from this economic fact
of life and the new price is in line with the general
pattern of inflation.

Even with the new price, we will fall far, far short
of bringing in enough money from single-copy and
subscription sales to cover the cost of putting out
the Militant. Without generous financial contribu-
tions from its supporters, the Militant could not
publish.

You can help keep the Militant coming out. This
fall we will be conducting a drive to collect $50,000
for the Militant. Details on the fund appeal will be
printed in future issues.

If you would like to help, send your contribution
to the Militant Fund, 14 Charles Lane, New York,
New York 10014.

Devlin, who spoke last, gave an account of the
rise of the Catholic civil rights movement in
Northern Ireland after 1968. She described it as the
latest chapter in the 700-year fight for Irish
national independence.

It was a fight, Devlin said, in which she learned
some hard lessons and lost many illusions.

“I actually thought that by marching, we were
telling the prime minister of England something he
didn’t know,” she said. Now, of course, she added,
she knows that the English government is perfectly
aware of the oppression of Catholics in Northern
Ireland—an oppression the prime minister helps
perpetuate.

But Devlin learned an important truth through
the struggle, she said: “Nobody listens to you unless
you’re on the streets.”

Today, Devlin said, there are 3,500 political
prisoners in Northern Ireland, out of a population of
3.5 million. They are subjected to both physical and
psychological torture.

“If we had the SWP in Ireland,” the civil rights
leader continued, “we would have changed the
course of Irish history—we would have changed the
history of the world.

“But in the vocabulary of the Irish people, the
word ‘defeat’ does not exist.”

The rally sent two messages of solidarity. One
went to the five Puerto Rican Nationalists who
have been held in U.S. prisons since the early 1950s.
The other went to John McAnulty, general secre-
tary of People’s Democracy, an Irish socialist group.
McAnulty was recently jailed on trumped-up
charges of “possessing documents that could be of
value to the terrorists.”

Pat Wright, a Black feminist and leader of the
Cleveland Young Socialist Alliance, chaired the
rally.
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50,000 protest Australian nuke plan

By Peter Archer

On August 5, 25,000 demonstrators in Melbourne,
Australia, told their government just what it could
do with its plan to step up uranium mining.
“Uranium—Like Hell!”” was the theme of the dem-
onstration, one of many held throughout Australia
commemorating the American bombing of Hiro-
shima thirty-two years ago. Altogether, 50,000
people took part in these protests.

The demonstration, called by a wide range of
organizations, was the largest protest in Melbourne
since the Australian Labour Party was driven from
office in November 1975.

The tremendous outpouring was sparked by the
Australian government’s plans to push for a speed-
up in uranium mining. This decision has been
made in the face of a study commissioned by the
Labour government in 1975. That study called for
the installation of a number of environmental
safeguards before mining was begun. None of the
recommendations in the report have been acted on.

The goal of the government in pushing this
program is to make Australia an important exporter
of uranium to those countries—especially in West-
ern Europe—that have rapidly developing nuclear
power programs. The Australian capitalists hope to
enter into an alliance with their U.S. counterparts
to corner the uranium market on a world scale.

But the demonstrators in Melbourne made clear
that the profits of Australian and U.S. capitalists
had nothing to do with their needs.

Hundreds of yellow flags with red radiation
symbols mingled with placards waving above the
heads of the huge crowd. ‘“Stop uranium mining,”
“Land rights—not uranium mining,” and
“Uranium—No Way!” read the signs.

At the rally, Roger Wilson from the Seamen’s
Union called on Australians to back up trade
unionists who are demanding an indefinite ban on
the mining and export of uranium.

Other speakers at the rally, such as Dr. Petra

Thousands protested Australian government’s plans

Kelley, an economic adviser to the European Eco-
nomic Community, and John Carroll, an Irish trade
unionist, showed the international scope of the
movement against nuclear power. ’

The final speaker was Dr. Jim Falk, a leader of
the Movement Against Uranium Mining, a major
organizer of the demonstration. Falk told protestors
that the movement should continue to demonstrate
again and again until the mining of uranium is
stopped.

Elsewhere in Australia, sizable protest actions
also marked Hiroshima Day.

In Sydney, more than 11,000 people marched
through the city on August 6 in support of the
demand for a moratorium on uranium mining. At a
rally following the march, Pat O’Shane, an Aborigi-
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‘Active today, not radioactive tomorrow!’

By Lauren Garn

“No more nukes, no more nukes!” was the cry of
the more than 1,500 demonstrators who crowded
onto U.S. Highway 101 August 6 in San Onofre,
California. The road runs alongside the San
Onofre nuclear power plants.

The 100-mile hazard area for these plants, which
are adjacent to several earthquake faults, encom-
passes every major city in southern California. Los
Angeles, with its 3 million people, is justy sixty-two
miles northwest. San Diego is fifty-one miles south-
east.

The protesters in San Onofre cheered as environ-
mentalist Barry Commoner ontlined the dangers of
Jimmy Carter’s “energy program,” a program that
calls for an 800 percent increase in the number of
nuclear power plants in the United States.

Organizers of the San Onofre demonstration
included the Abalone Alliance, €alifornia Demo-
cratic Council, Friends of the Earth, New American
Movement, Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom, and the Young Socialist Al-
liance.

The demonstration, held in commemoration of the
U.S. bombing of Hiroshima thirty-two years ago,
was one of many antinuclear power protests held
around the country last month.

At Diablo Canyon, located about halfway be-
tween San Onofre and Los Angeles, another demon-
stration of more than 1,000 took place on August 6.
The rally was organized to support forty-six people
who have occupied the proposed site of a new
nuclear power plant. The site is only two-and-a-half
miles from an earthquake fault.

Speakers at the rally included Commoner, Daniel
Ellsberg, and a city councilman from nearby San
Luis Obispo, Richard Krejsa.

In Ranier, Oregon, eighty-five people were
arrested on charges of ‘“trespassing” when they
occupied the site of the Trojan nuclear power plant.
The occupiers were part of a demonstration of 400
antinuclear activists. :

Organized by an umbrella coalition, the Trojan
Decommissioning Alliance, the protesters modeled
their action on the occupation of the Seabrook, New
Hampshire, nuclear power plant site this past April..
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That action was organized by the Clamshell Al-
liance.

Norman Soloman, a speaker for the Oregon
alliance, pointed out that over the forty-year life of
the Trojan plant, it will produce ten tons of highly
poisonous plutonium and more than 1,400 tons of
other “hot” waste products. Following its active life,
the plant will have to be taken to pieces. Some of
those pieces will remain dangerous for a quarter of
a million years.

Phoebe Friedman, one of the demonstration or-
ganizers, summed up the perspective of the alliance
when she said, “The experience of our years of
active opposition to the war in Indochina taught us
that if we are to win, we must commit ourselves to a
long and enduring struggle before we see the fruits
of our work. We can, and will, do this to stop
nuclear destruction.”

In Michigan, Clamshell Alliance leader Harvey
Wasserman toured the Detroit-Ann Arbor area. The
tour was sponsored by the Detroit-based Safe
Energy Coalition (SECO). Almost 600 people at-
tended each of the three meetings where Wasser-
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Environmentalist Barry Commoner addresses

antinuclear rally in San Onofre, California.
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to push ahead with uranium mining

nal lawyer, spoke out against the effects uranium
mining would have on Blacks in the Northern
territory of Australia.

In Adelaide, about 7,000 people marched August
6. The previous night, some 400 people took part in
a candlelight procession there.

And in Hobart, 700 people marched and rallied.
Although in previous rallies speakers had occasion-
ally voiced the idea that “terrorists” might use
nuclear materials to manufacture atomic bombs,
Harry Derkley, chairperson of the Australian Union
of Students at Tasmania University, pointed out
that atomic weapons are already in the hands of the
real terrorists—the Pentagon and the White House.
The memory of Hiroshima, he said, should be a
grim reminder of just what that can mean.

man spoke.

Detroit residents have good reason to be sensitive
to the dangers of nuclear power. In 1966 an accident
at the Fermi I plant, located midway between
Detroit and Toledo, nearly caused the evacuation of
Detroit. Fortunately, a major disaster at the plant
was averted. v

Now a second plant, Fermi II, is proposed for the
very same area. On August 6, 300 people rallied at
the proposed site of Fermi II. Speakers from the
Public Interest Research Group in Michigan, SECO,
Greenpeace (a Canadian antinuclear group), and
other arganizations explained the dangers of nu-
clear energy to the crowd and pledged their collec-
tive energies to continue the fight against it.

A recent accident in a nuclear reactor in upstate
Minnesota clearly demonstrates the dangers in-
volved in nuclear energy production. When a secon-
dary alarm system at the Monticello, Minnesota,
plant short-circuited, the emergency evacuation
procedures of Northern States Power (NPS) were
shown to be a total shambles.

Now NPS is proposing to build another reactor in
Tyrone, Wisconsin, ignoring the strong objections
of farmers in the area.

On June 30, seventy antinuclear demonstrators
organized by Northern Thunder, an antinuclear
group from Eau Claire, Wisconsin, demonstrated at
NSP’s offices in Minneapolis. Thirty of the partici-
pants met after the action to discuss forming a
broader coalition.

More than 250 opponents of nuclear power dem-
onstrated in Clarksville, Indiana, on July 14, to
protest the proposed construction of a nuclear power
plant at Marble Hill. Carrying signs that said
“Better active today than radioactive tomorrow,”
and “No radiation without representation,” the
protesters assembled in a city-owned field next to a
business office of Public Service Company, the
sponsor of the proposed plant. '

“It’s our river valley as much as it is PSC’s,” said
Byron Himmelheber, a high school teacher 