FEBRUARY 22, 1974 25 CENTS VOLUME 38/NUMBER 7

THE MILITANT

A SOCIALIST NEWSWEEKLY/PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

n-the-scene reports

What truckers
are fighting for

tan g

Minnesota truckers vote Feb. 10 to continue sirike. Reporters for the Militant attended strike
meetings around the country. For their reports, and special feature on Teamsters union and
independent truckers in 1930s and today, see pages 5-9. |

British
miners

challenge
Heath/

/i)




THIS
WEEK’S
MILITANT

3 Union organizers speak
out on fight of women
workers

8 Interview with Farrell
Dobbs on truckers strike

13 Strikers sit in at SF Sears
store

14 Socialist candidates blast
oil profiteers :

15 UAW officials: no friends
of Black workers

16 Issues in Puerto Rican
Independence Party split

17 European unions support
farm workers boycott

18 Wounded Knee figures
endorse SWP suit

19 Int'| energy conference:
no solution for workers

21 Militant sales pick up in
unions, on campus

24 Judge ejects defense
lawyers at Wounded Knee
trial

2 In Brief

10 In Our Opinion
Letters

11 La Raza en Accion
National Picket Line

12 Great Society
By Any Means Necessary
Women in Revolt

20 In Review

WORLD OUTLOOK
1 Food exports double as
thousands starve in
Ethiopia
2 Heath's attack on right to
picket shows gov't
strategy for British mine

strike
4 World News Notes

THE MILITANT

VOLUME 38/ NUMBER 7

FEBRUARY 22, 1974

CLOSING NEWS DATE- FEB. 13, 1974
Editor: MARY-ALICE WATERS

Business Manager: SHARON CABANISS

Southwest Bureau: HARRY RING

Published weekly by The Militant Publishing Ass'n.,
14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. Telephone:
Editorial Office (212) 243-6392; Business Office (212)
929-3486. Southwest Bureau: 710 S. Westlake Ave.,
Los Angeles, Calif. 90057. Telephone: (213) 483-0357.

Correspondence concerning subscriptions or changes
of address should be addressed to The Militant Business
Office, 14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014,

Second-class postage paid at New York, N.Y. Sub-
scriptions: Domestic: $5 a year; foreign, $8. By first-
cdass mail: domestic and Canada, 325; oll other coun-
tries, $41. Air printed matter: domestic and Canada,
332, Mexico and the Caribbean, $30; Latin America
and Europe, 340; Africa, Australia, and Asia (including
USSR), $50. Write for sealed air postage rates.

For subscriptions airmailed from New York and then
posted from London directly: Britain and Ireland, L1.20
for 10 issues, L4.50 for one year; Continental Europe,
L1.50 for 10 issues, L5.50 for one year. Send banker's
draft directly to Pathfinder Press, 47 The Cut, London,
SE1 8LL, England. Inquire for air rates from London at
the same address.

Signed qrticles by contributors do not necessarily
represent The Militant's views. These are expressed in
editorials.

2

In Brief
BERRIGAN REFUSED JOB AT ITHACA: 300 angry
students confronted Ithaca College President Henry Phillips
Feb. 7, demanding to know why the college withdrew an
offer of a visiting professorship to Father Daniel Berrigan.
The college made the offer last December and President
Phillips withdrew it one month later without consulting
students and faculty.

This was the second meeting called by students since
a petition signed by 1,000 students failed to elicit a
response from the administration. The students are pro-
testing the arbitrary decision and demanding a full ex-
planation for the withdrawal of the offer. Berrigan recently
criticized Israel’s expansionist policies in the Mideast, which
brought slanderous charges from pro-Zionist groups that
he is an anti-Semite.

Rebecca Finch, New York Socialist Workers Party candi-
date for U.S. Senate, attended the meeting. She later told
The Militant, ““Obviously, the teaching appointment was
withdrawn because of political pressure brought to bear
on the college. I support an educational system where
students and faculty determine who will be hired, and

where views opposed to those of the government can
be heard.”

DENVER PICKETS PROTEST ENERGY CONFER-
ENCE: A group of 90 people picketed an energy confer-
ence in Denver Jan. 31 to show their opposition to the
giant oil monopolies. Former New York Governor Nelson
Rockefeller was a keynote speaker at the conference. His
speech was éntitled ‘“‘Reflections on the Energy Crisis.”

The demonstrators chanted ““Freeze oil profits, not peo-
ple!”’ Pointing to the secrecy surrounding the energy crisis
and the contrived nature of the gas shortage, picketers
chanted, “What do we want? Open the books! When do
we want it? Now!”’

Sponsors of the picket line included the Denver chapter
of the American Indian Movement; Jose Calderon, co-
chairman of the Colorado Raza Unida Party; the United
Farm Workers Boycott Committee; state representatives
David Gaon and Arie Taylor; Pennfield Tate, mayor of
Boulder; the Young Socialist Alliance; and the Socialist
Workers Party.

BLACK STUDENTS PROTEST ISRAELI TEAM: The
national Olympic basketball team from Israel is touring
the U.S. Recently the team played the University of
Rochester (N.Y.) basketball team. One Black member
of the Rochester team refused to play, and two other
Black students played only the first half.

The students charged that the game, while termed a
“goodwill gesture,”” was in reality a political act implying
support to Israel.

‘A CLOCKWORK ORANGE’ REVISITED (I): The Fed-
eral Bureau of Prisons has decided to discontinue its be-
havior modification project in Springfield, Mo. This is a
significant victory for those fighting for civil and human
rights for prisoners.

Behavior modification programs in the prisons have
become more widespread in recent years. The idea behind
the programs is to force prison inmates to conform to the
behavior expected of them by prison authorities.

The methods used to achieve this include isolated con-
finement, application of repeated pain (termed ‘“aversion
therapy’’), the use of drugs, electric shock therapy, and
lobotomies. This last method was used in California be-
havior modification programs until public pressure halted
it

The abandoned federal project had been carried out at
the medical center for the federal prison system in Spring-
field.

A number of inmates in the project have filed suit against
the START (Special Treatment And Rehabilitative
Training) program. They were represented by the Na-
tional Prison Project of the American Civil Liberties Union
before Judge John Oliver of the U.S. District Court in
Kansas City. The suit charges that START violates the
constitutional rights of prisoners. Judge Oliver has not yet
ruled on this case.

Bureau of Prisons officials say the decision to dismantle
the project was not based on its constitutionality and does
not indicate the abandonment of behavior modification
programs.

‘A CLOCKWORK ORANGE’ REVISITED (II): More than
100 people gathered in front of the state capitol in Boston
Feb. 7 to protest the proposed plan to construct a New
England regional prison for inmates designated as “‘spe-
cial offenders.”” The demonstration, organized by the New
England Prisoners Association and other groups, took
place while the governors of the six New England states
were meeting to discuss the plan.

The proposed plan recommends the use of regional
prisons, behavior-altering drugs, and behavior modifica-
tion programs to control a group of 365 New England

"Assembly.

prisoners labeled ‘‘special offenders.”

Delegations from Rhode Island, Maine, and Connecti-
cut attended the rally, which was very spirited, despite
a heavy snowstorm. Speakers at the rally included Richard
Shapiro, executive director of the Prisoners Rights Project;
Russell Carmichael of the New England Prisoners Associa-
tion; State Representative William Owens; and Jeanne Laf-
ferty, Socialist Workers Party candidate for attorney gen-
eral of Massachusetts.

PUERTO RICAN POETRY FESTIVAL PLANNED: The
Committee for Puerto Rican Decolonization, an organiza-
tion supporting the independence of Puerto Rico, is spon-
soring a festival of Puerto Rican poetry. The festival will
be held on Feb. 21 at 8 p. m. at the Ethical Culture Society
in New York City. The address is 2 West 64th St.

Among those who will appear at the festival will be
Puerto Rican poet Pedro Pietri.

A donation will be asked at the door.

MADISON STUDENTS HOLD NATIVE AMERICAN
WEEK: The week of Jan. 28 to Feb. 3 was celebrated
at the University of Wisconsin in Madison as Native
American week. Defense of the Wounded Knee militants
was the main theme of the week, which included cultural
events, workshops, and a windup rally on the last day.

The main speakers at the rally were Dennis Banks,
Herb Paulus, and Vernon Bellecourt. All three are veterans
of the Wounded Knee occupation and leaders of the Ameri-
can Indian Movement (AIM). They stressed the significance
of the Wounded Knee actions in the history of the Native
American struggle and the need to defeat the government
in its current attempt to frame up dissidents, the Wounded
Knee trials.

A pressing question at the UW campus at present is the
status of the Native American Center. Its funds were cut
last fall by the administration, along with those for other
ethnic centers. In the face of widespread protest, an Ethnic
Science Center has been proposed. The Native Americans
on campus have responded by serving notices of lease
termination for five UW buildings (to be used for the
Native American Center), citing the fact that the entire
university rests on native land.

The main organizer of the Native American week was
Wunk Sheek, a campus Native American group. Other
groups involved were DRUMS (a group representing Meno-
minee Indians), the Young Socialist Alliance, People’s
Video Collective, and the Wisconsin Alliance.

DATE SET FOR BLACK POLITICAL CONVENTION:
The second National Black Political Convention will be
held March 14-17 in Little Rock, Ark. The first conven-
tion was held in March 1972 in Gary, Ind. More than
8,000 Blacks attended.

The Gary conference drew up the radical, nationalist
Black Agenda, a document calling for Black control of
the Black community, and established the 427-member
National Black Assembly to carry out the tasks of the
Agenda.

To be discussed at Little Rock are the revising of the
Agenda; electoral strategy in the 1970s; developing models
for community struggles; and organization of the Black
— NORMAN OLIVER
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Union organizers
speak out

of

women workers

City Star/Debbie Bell
Successful strike at Barnard College by office employees, primarily women, brought
better pay and improved medical plan.

J

By LINDAJENNESS

NEW YORK — Sue Costello is the Dis-
trict 65, Distributive Workers of Amer-
ica, organizer at Barnard College. Her
local represents 75 office workers,
most of them women.

District 65 won a union election at
Barnard in the summer of 1973, aftera
year and a half of organizing. This
month, the local won its first strike,
bringing the members better pay and
a decent medical plan.

Across the street from Barnard, at

Militant/Terry Hillman
Sue Costello at recent East Coast plan-
ning meeting of Coalition of Labor Union
Women (CLUW).

Columbia University, an organizing
drive for District 65 is still in pro-
cess. Columbia employs 1,300 office
workers, 80 percent of whom are wom-
en. Ruth Cheney and Debbie Bell are
members of the Ad Hoc Organizing
Committee at Columbia. They plan
to file for a union election toward the
end of March, after 12 months of
organizing.

Costello, Cheney, and Bell repre-
sent the kind of new, younger, femi-
nist leadership that is stepping for-
ward in the union movement. Their
ideas about the needs and goals of
working women are a harbinger of
what's in store for the bosses. And
their fight promises to bring about
some big changes in the unions.

The Barnard strike settlement was
reached the morning of Feb. 4. That
afternoon the three women sat down
to discuss the victory and some of
their longer range goals.

All three women are planning to
attend the national conference of the
Coalition of Labor Union Women
scheduled for March 23-24 in Chicago.
They have ideas about what should be
discussed at that eonference.

Rank-and-file involvement

"The very first thing union women'
need to do is get in touch with each
other within their own unions," said
Costello. She felt that involving wom-
en in the leadership of the unions was
a priority. )
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"The International Ladies' Garment
Workers' Union (ILGWU), for in-
stance, is primarily female, but the
leadership is primarily male,” she
pointed out. "That shouldn't happen.
The ILGWU women have the power
to change that, and so do the women
in District 65."

The next thing she felt was essential
was reaching out to organize the un-
organized women and "while we're
about that, seeing that the contracts
have in them the things that we want."

And one of the things that women
workers want is decent pay. While
building support for rhe Barnard
strike, the women ran into many peo-
ple who thought that the women were
working for a "second income." There-
fore, they reasoned, the salary levels
didn't need to be too high.

"I can't think of one of the Barnard
women who is making 'extra' money,"
said Costello. "Every single one of us
lives from paycheck to paycheck. The
'second salary' of married women
whose husbands work still just keeps
their noses above water. These wom-
en are not buying new houses or new
cars. They're buying food!"

The labor bureaucracy, composed
primarily of white males, has been
generally unresponsive to the needs
of working women. What do these
three organizers think of the possi-
bilities for changing that?

"We aren't convinced yet that it can
be done,” said Bell, "but we're willing
to try. At Barnard and Columbia we
decided on District 65 because we felt
it was a democratic union where we
could have an impact.”

Forty percent of District 65's mem-
bership are women and, added Cos-
tello, "the leadership better pay atten-
tion to 40 percent of its membership."

‘Scared of women'’

"The union leaders are scared to
death of women,”" commented Cheney.
"Women in their own unions arewaking
up to the fact that they don't have the
same pay or same treatment as men.

"They have different seniority lists,
different jobs, different benefits, differ-
ent everything. Plus, they don't have
the things that the women's movement
has popularized such as day care and
maternity leave.

"There's a certain leadership com-
ing up that has been totally influenced
by the thinking of the women's move-
ment. It's the beginning of a new
leadership in the trade-union move-
ment that is going to fight for the
rights of women."

They all agree that their organizing
efforts have been aided by the impact
of feminist ideas. "The women's move-
ment taught women a lot," said Bell,
"particularly about the importance of
working together. Womenhavelearned
that their problems and oppression
aren't an individual situation.

"I suppose that's especially true of
women isolated in the home, but wom-
en feel isolated on thejob, too. That's
one effect the women's movement has
had on the thinking of working women
and why, in turn, the women turn to
the union. The union is a means of
collectivizing strength and putting for-
ward demands together."

Cheney explained thatthe organizing
activities at Columbia wereactually be-
gun by the Columbia women's libera-
tion group several years ago. "We
worked for two years to getan affirma-
tive action p}an," she said.

"It never dawned on us to organize
a union at firstt We got the affirma-
tive-action plan, celebrated for a while,
and then found out it was just junk.
We weren't any better off. Weknew then
that what we needed was a union."

Costello's experiences at Barnard
were somewhat different. She felt that
the impact had been the other way
around: the unionizing effort, and par-
ticularly the strike, had changed the
women's attitudes about themselves as
women.

"A lot of women who were very
quiet and often despairing about what
could be done on the job became very
vocal once they got into unionizing,"
she recalled. "There were women on
the picket line who for the first time
in their lives were talking about 'the
struggle’ and ‘'oppression'—words
they had never applied to themselves
before.

"Fighting for the union changed
them. Now they'll stand up for them-
selves. I still don't think most of them
would use the word 'feminist' in de-
scribing themselves, but that's what

they are."

"Feminism and unionism seem to
have grown together," summed up
Costello. "A lot of women who con-
sidered themselves feminists didn't
know what to do with their feminism.
It wasn't getting them higher pay.
Our fight has now culminated in a
contract that brought together the two
— the union and women.

The women are solid

"The strike has resulted in a greater
solidarity. It sounds like a cliche, but
the women really are solid. Younger
women, older women. Did you know
that it was the older women who held
the picket line up? They were there
all day, every day. They were the
ones that came in sick. They came
with sore feet and with asthma.

"We're all different people now. We're
not the same as we were last week.
And the college is going to think of
us as different.”

The victorious strike at Barnard was
seen by all the women as just a be-
ginning.

"We've got a contract now, but the
struggle is going to go on for the
next 15 months untii we come up
for more negotiations,"” said Costello.

"For the next 15 months we're go-
ing to build our union, build our
structure, make the union work for
us, draw in everybody that hasn't
joined yet. When we come back to
the table again in 1975 we'll be a
lot stronger. Hopefully, we'll have
1,300 people across the street at
Columbia, and the maintenance
unions. We'll have a powerful effect
on this university."”

The Coalition of Labor Union
Women (CLUW) is holding a na-
tional conference, open to all union
women, on March 23-24 in Chica-
go. CLUW was created to bring
together union women to deal with
their special concerns as unionists
and women in the work force.

In preparation for the national
conference, the following meetings
are scheduled:

OHIO STATEWIDE PLANNING
MEETING, Feb. 24, Cleveland
State University, 1 to 5 p.m. Spon-
sored by the Cleveland Council of
Union Women, P.0O. Box 18134,
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118.

MASSACHUSETTS STATE-
WIDE PLANNING MEETING,
Feb. 23, Community Church, Cop-
ley Square, Boston. Sponsored by
Massachusetts CLUW, c/o Randy
Dolph, 162 Hampshire Street, Cam-
\bridge, Mass. 02139.

Union women set meetings

MICHIGAN STATEWIDE
PLANNING MEETING, Feb. 23,
Hillberry Lounge, Wayne State Uni-
versity, Detroit, Mich. Sponsored by
Michigan Federation of Teachers,
Women's Rights Commission and
American Federation of State,
County, and Municipal Employees
Local 1880. Contact Paula Reim-

ers, 13778 Mecca, Detroit, Mich.
482217.
WASHINGTON, D.C., PLAN-

NING MEETING, Feb. 19, 5:30
p.m., Metropolitan AME Church,
1515 M St. N.W. Sponsored by D.C.
CLUW Coordinating Committee,
c¢/o Nancy Perlman, 2828 Connecti-
cut Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C.
20008.

For more information about the
national conference write to: Addie
Wyatt, Chairwoman, 4859 S. Wa-
bash. Chicago, Ill., 60615.




Heath opens red-baiting campaign
British mine strike challenge to Tory gov't

From Intercontinental Press

"It is difficult at the moment," the
New York Times commented in a Feb-
ruary 9 editorial on the British elec-
tions scheduled for February 28, "to
see how or when the Government that
takes office March 1 will be able to
build that 'one nation' promised by
Mr. Heath in 1970. It will be difficult
enough to govern at all."

With Edward Heath's decision Feb-
ruary 7 to dissolve Parliament and
run for reelection against the striking
coal miners, issues were posed that
the Times saw as highly reievant to
the United States as well as Britain.
The editors explained February 10:

"The issue is whether it is possible
to replace the law of the jungle in in-
dustrial relations — thebitter confronta-
tions among labor, management and
often government of the kind that now
threatens to paralyze Britain and that
has recently disrupted the American
economy —with a system and climate
in which those inevitable tensions can
be held within reasonable bounds by
mutual agreement in a unified national
interest.

"It is the universality of the prob-
lem in free, industrial nations that
gives special interest not only to Brit-
ain's election campaign but to what
happens when the new Government
resumes the task of getting the coal
miners back in the pits."

Wage controls

The militant struggle of the mem-
bers of the National Union of Mine-
workers (NUM) has severely under-
mined Heath's attempts to force Brit-
ish workers to bear the burden of
inflation under Phase 3 wage controls.

Whatever his plans for dealing with
the miners in the event of a Tory
victory, Heath made it clear that such
a victory would be interpreted as a
mandate for continued wage controls
on the working class as a whole. His
televised speech following the dissolu-
tion of Parliament stressed the theme
of the government's "right" to impose
its will on the unions:

"Do you want a strong government
that has a clear authority in the future
to take decisions that will be needed?
Do you want Parliament and an
elected government to continue to fight
strenuously against inflation?

"Or do you want a government which
will abandon the struggle against
rising prices under pressure from one
particular powerful group ofworkers?"

The Tory leader also indicated that
"law and order" and a "red scare"
would be a prominent part of his
campaign: "There are some people in-
volved in the mining dispute who have
made it clear that what they want is
to bring down the elected government
—not just this government but any
government. . . . The great majority
of you are fed up to the teeth with
them and with the disruption they
cause."

An election campaign based on scare
tactics was virtually the only alterna-
tive left to Heath once the results of
the mineworkers' January 31 strike
vote were in. With 81 percent of the
miners voting in favor of a strike,
there was no room left for a deal
with the NUM leadership at the ex-
pense of the ranks.

At the same time that he dissolved
Parliament, Heath wrote to the NUM
leadership, calling on them to post-
pone the strike until after the election.
James Gormley, the right-wing presi-
dent of the NUM, immediately an-
nounced that he was in favor of a
postponement. It would be "ludicrous,”
Gormley said, to strike when there
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HEATH: Red scare is prominent part of
his election campaign.

was no longer a government with
which to come to a settlement. "Change
the government," he said. "That is the
real solution to the problem.”

But Heath's attempt to divert the
miners' struggle into parliamentary
channels was unable to prevail over
the massive sentiment revealed in the
strike vote. On Feburary 8, the NUM
executive, by a vote of 20 to 6, over-
ruled Gormley's wishes and decided
to begin the strike on schedule Feb-
ruary 10. The executive's decision two
weeks earlier to conduct the strike poll

had been taken by a vote of only .

160 to 10.

In the February 9 New York Times,
Alvin Shuster quoted Gormley as ex-
plaining the executive's vote by say-
ing that "some leaders felt they could
not stop miners in some areas from
striking, even if the union leadership
suspended the strike.”

Limits on picketing

But at the same time, the NUM
leaders partially gave in to the Tory
pressures by promising to limit pick-
eting. Shuster reported:

"The militants within the leadership
agreed, however, to limit to six the
number of men on each picket line.
They will cover power stations, ports
and mines and—in a new develop-
ment — steelworks, so they can block
shipment of coking coal. The miners
were also urged to confine their pick-
eting to these 'vulnerable points' and
to cooperate with the local police to
avoid violence such as occurred dur-
ing the last coal strike two years ago."

If these instructions are followed,
the miners will be deprived of one of
their most effective weapons in the
1972 strike: the use of mass "flying
pickets" to spread the strike. The idea
of six pickets—in cooperation with
the police! — shutting down a mine or
port is plainly absurd.

The Labour party leadership, mean-
while, is doing everything possible to
disassociate itself from the minework-
ers. Rather than confronting Heath's
scare campaign against the miners
and boldly defending working-class
interests against the wage freeze, Wil-
son and his associates are trying to
outdo the Tories as defenders of "na-
tional unity."

"Inflation is the battle," Wilson re-
plied to Heath's February 7 speech,
"but you're not going to fight it by
dividing the nation."

James Callaghan, Labour party
chairman, told a news conference Feb-
ruary 8: "What the miners decide is
not my business but their business.
We don't see the miners' fight as the
issue in this campaign, except as it

reflects government failure."

Even more disgraceful was the La-
bour leadership's response to the Tory
effort to red-bait the NUM because
of statements by Mick McGahey, NUM
vice-president and a member of the
Communist party. McGahey had been
quoted as saying of possible gov-
ernment use of troops as strikebreak-
ers:

"It may be that they will call in
troops to move the coal, but troops
are not all anti-working-class. Many
of them are miners' sons—sons of
the working class.

"As far as I am concerned, if the
government employ troops, if neces-
sary, I will appeal to them to assist
and aid the miners. You cannot dig
coal with bayonets."

McGahey's statement produced
howls of outrage from the Tory de-
fenders of "law and order" and a cra-
ven repudiation of such fraterniza-
tion by the Labour party leaders. On
January 29, Callaghan and Ronald
Hayward, Labour party general sec-
retary, issued a joint statement that
said:

"We utterly repudiate any attempt

Miners voted 81 percent in favor of strike V

by Communists or others to use the
miners as a political battering ram to
bring about a general strike or to call
on troops to disobey lawful orders
in the event of a strike. That is silly
and dangerous nonsense. The mine-
workers have a long affiliation to the
Labour party and we deny the right
of Communists or extremist members
of the NUM executive to speak for
them on political issues."

In Parliament, Wilson endorsed the
statement, saying that it showed that
"the extremists in the situation are the
vice-president of the NUM and Mr.
Heath."

McGahey himself retracted some of
his militant language, complaining
that his remarks had been "distorted
and taken out of context.”

"I would not," McGahey said "ask
any troops to disobey orders. . . .
This is not mutiny. This is only al-
lowing [troops] to understand the pur-
pose for which they are employed.”

Red Weekly, the paper of the In-
ternational Marxist Group (British sec-
tion of the Fourth International), com-
mented:

"The prime concern of the Labour
Party leadership at this crucial turn-
ing point in the struggle to defend
working class living standards is to
add their influence to the red-baiting
campaign launched by Heath and the
capitalist press against Mick McGahey.
. . . This is nothing less than a pure
and simple act of scabbing. . . .

"What is involved here is a simple
question of class loyalty: Is your loy-
alty to the working class? Or to the
capitalist state? Messrs. Callaghan,
Hayward and Wilson have already
given their answer. The rank-and-file
militants of the Labour Party must
now give theirs."

Despite the predictions of a quick
settlement of the miners' strike as soon
as the elections are over, the govern-
ment gives every sign of preparing
for a long struggle.

On February 10, a spokesman for
the nationalized British Steel Cor-
poration, which had already cut pro-
duction to 77 percent of normal, an-

nounced a further cutback to 60 per-
cent on February 11, the first work-
ing day of the miners' strike. Further
10 percent cuts are scheduled every
two weeks, until a level of only 30

percent of normal
reached.

"We will continue phasing down for
two months,"” the spokesman said. "If
the strike is not over by then, we will
be producing virtually no steel at
all but at least we will keep the coking
ovens going."

In an attempt to generate public
sentiment against the miners—and
save some money in the process—
British Steel also announced that it
would cancel, effective February 17,
the 40-hour guaranteed week agree-
ment for 130,000 of its 225,000 em-
ployees. The response of steelwork-
ers to this attack will help to determine
whether employers in other industries
with guaranteed-week agreements fol-
low the government lead.

production is




TRUCKERS: Gov't threats

Nixon, Fitzsimmons attack drivers strike

By ANDY ROSE

When independent truckers began a
nationwide strike, determined not to
see their standard of living slashed in
the name of a phony energy crisis,
their power was rapidly felt.

But the strikers were up against
powerful opponents: the state and
federal governments and the big busi-
ness interests they speak for.

The governors of eight states called
out the National Guard in an effort
to create a crisis atmosphere and whip
up public sentiment against the
truckers.

Federal prosecution of strikers for
"fraud," "conspiracy,” and "antitrust
violations" was threatened. Attorney
zneral William Saxbe declared the
- Bl would have -gents "at every place
that these people gather." Later he an-
nounced that 379 complaints of
federal law violations were under in-
vestigation.

The threats were intended to pres-
sure strikers into going back to work
on terms worked out by W.J. Usery,
chief federal labor mediator.

The basic element of the government
proposal was that truckers could in-
stitute a 6 percent surcharge to pass
on higher fuel costs without the usual
waiting period.

The federal energy office also lifted -

the earlier quota on diesel fuel alloca-
tions and promised truckers all the
fuel they needed. As one Phoenix
driver told reporters, "Hell, that only
proves they've been lying to us all
along. How come they can get us
76,000 damn barrels more every
damn day all of a sudden?"

The half-dozen negotiators in Wash-
ington representing some truckers
groups agreed to this deal. However,
reports from around the country

NIXON's USERY: Let's make a deal

showed widespread rejection by
drivers of the government terms.

Many big meetings of independent
truckers voted to continue the strike.
Mike Parkhurst, editor of the influen-
tial Overdrive magazine, called the
deal "a sellout” and said his group
would work to maintain the shutdown.

A major problem for the militant
drivers is the incessant media cam-
paign proclaiming that the strike is
over. Most of the independent truckers
only began to organize themselves
recently; a multitude of local, state,
and regional groupings has emerged.
None of these has the national
authority or organization to effectively
counter the back-to-work propaganda.

Another difficulty is the mounting
financial pressure on ¢érivers who
must make large monthly payments
on their mortgaged rigs.

But despite these problems, the strike
has been a blow to the government
and the oil trusts who engineered the
energy shortage.

One of the gravest concerns of the
government and big business was the
example the truckers struggle could
set for others to fight against the ef-
fects of the energy crisis fraud. The
truckers have been among the most
persistent in demanding, for instance,
that the oil companies' books be
opened to public inspection.

A united struggle of the trade
unions, especially the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters, with the
independent truckers could defeat the
attempts to use the energy crisis to
rob truck drivers, and signal the
beginning of successful working-class

action against the inflationary
squeeze. ‘
Fleet drivers and independent

owner-operators could unite behind
the demand that all wages, pensions,
and benefits go up automatically as
the cost of living rises. Such escalator
clauses are the only measure that can
protect working people from inflation.

Winning this demand would solve
the problem, about which many inde-
pendent drivers have expressed con-
cern, that higher rates for them will
simply be passed on to the consumer.
This concern is one reason why mili-
tant truckers have held out for a roll-
back in fuel prices rather than a rate
increase.

But as all past experience shows,
the government is both unwilling and
unable to control prices. Inflation is
endemic to capitalist society today.
This is why price controls —much less
rollbacks —don't work.

Rather than calls for price controls,
working people need to concentrate
on protecting their standard of living
against the inevitable price rises. Their
best weapon is the escalator clause.

The union misleaders have utterly

failed to support the struggle of the
truckers, a struggle that is in the in-
terest of all workers. Particularly
treacherous was the role of Teamsters
President Frank Fitzsimm ons.

"The economy of this nation must
not be brought to standstill by a very
small percentage of independent truck-
ers and their leaders who are per-
petrating acts of murder, violence, and
intimidation to gain concessions,” he
declared, calling for state and local
authorities to repress the strike.

Fitzsimmons's shameful attack is not
only a product of his notorious close
relations with the Nixon gang. He is
also worried that gains by the inde-
pendent truckers will spur on rank-
and-file Teamsters who are demand-
ing that the union resist the squeeze
on their earnings from the energy
crisis and runaway inflation. Fitzsim-
mons has already felt compelled to
demand a reopening of last year's
trucking contract.

The power of the two-million-strong
Teamsters union should be mobilized
to fight for the interests of all over-the-
road drivers, not to cover for

government strikebreaking.

FITZZSIMMONS: Ready to fight truckers,
but not the government.

New Jersey truckers say gov't deal ‘stinks’

By DUNCAN WILLIAMS

ON INTERSTATE 295, N.J.—"It
stinks." "It's no good." "It's just a
bunch of bullshit they're trying to
cram down our throats."

These were some of the initial reac-
tions of drivers at Jack's Diner on I-
295 to the recent "settlement" of the
independent truckers' work stoppage.

One independent driver, known as
"Philadelphia Cowboy," pointed at the
cover of The Militant with the banner
headline, "Truckers say 'no' to Nixon,
oil trusts."

"It's too bad this isn't a big paper,
because that belongs on the front page
of every paper,” he said.

Most drivers were particularly an-
gered by the news media's campaign
to convince the drivers to go back
to work.

According to a driver from Wood-
bury, N.J., the settlement contains "no
benefits whatsoever." He explained
that the 6 percent surcharge would do
almost no good. Between the broker,
other taxes and assessments, and the
tremendous rise in fuel costs, most
truckers would actually lose money
on the surcharge.

"Fuel costs have gone up 80 per-
cent in one year —now what good is
a 6 percent surcharge going to do?",
he asked. He estimated that for one
trip he makes regularly, his costs had
gone up from $50 to $72 between
1972 and 1973. Now the trip costs
at least $100.

Most of the truckers' anger was di-
rected at the oil trusts and the federal
government. "I want to know what
the oil companies do with their month-
ly overage. I mean if there is a short-
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age, O.K. But you can't believe that.
I want to know how they 'found' an-
other 76,000 barrels a day,” said a
young driver.

Part of the settlement promises an
audit of the oil companies. When ask-
ed about this one driver from Dallas
scornfully answered, "I can promise
to try and turn the street over, but
that won't do you or me much good."

The younger driver felt that the
oil corporations should be "taken over
and run like public utilities. It's got
past the point where fuel is a luxury —
it's a necessity." But most drivers did
not see the government as being able
to do much. There was general agree-
ment that federal energy czar William
Simon is "nothing but a pimp for the
oil companies.”

The driver from Woodbury sug-

Truckers at Fallsington, Pa., meeting reject government deal

Militant/Craig Landberg

gested, "They ought to let an indepen-
dent trucker run things for a while."

Ronald Raube, a 34-year-old driver
from Vineland, N.J., who goes by
the road name of "the Happy Hobo,"
expressed the feeling of many drivers:

"I love to drive a truck, and I don't
mind working 80 to 100 hours a week
to make a living. But now I'm just
disgusted. It's the political system
that's got to go; I don't trust any
of those politicians—they've all got
their hand out. '

He continued, "I've got five kids
and now I wish I didn't have any.
What the hell kind of country is this
anyway? The way things are going
everybody ought to be out demon-
strating.”

Philadelphia Cowboy expected most
truckers to stay out. "It's like this,"

he said, "the government wants to rule
us and we won't be ruled.”

By CRAIG LANDBERG

FALLSINGTON, Pa.— The proposed
settlement of the independent truckers'
work stoppage was voted down at
a meeting here Feb. 10 called by the
Fraternal Association of Steel Haul-
ers (FASH). ,

The drivers felt that the settlement
was inadequate, particularly the 6 per-
cent surcharge. One driver told The
Militant he estimated that a 9 percent
surcharge would be barely enough
to break even.

The truckers compared the proposal
to their original demands, which in-
cluded lower fuel prices, greater speed
and load limits, and a public audit
of the oil trusts. The government pro-
posal didn't come close, and it was
rejected 139 to 79.

About three-quarters of those present
were FASH members; the rest were
independent divers who had been in-
vited to the meeting.

The mood of the truckers was angry,
especially when a national FASH rep-
resentative tried to resell them the
agreement. "Look,” he said, "do you
honestly believe the government would
lie to you?"

"Look at Watergate!" someoneshout-!
ed from the back of the hall, and the
laughter cut off the speaker.

The truckers also say they deserve
a .public apology from Nixon. "He
called us desperadoes and outlaws,"
said one driver. "We aren't outlaws.
We're honest working people.”




TRUCKERS: On-the-scene reports

Truck drivers meetings discuss

How
Minnesota
strike was

organized
By GREG CORNELL
MINNEAPOLIS — Their
rebellious.
mined.

The truckers' shutdown in Minnesota
has to be one of the most militant,
massive, democratic, and innovative
labor struggles to hit this state in 25
years. -

"We're going to strike along with the
rest of the country,” Denny Hollgren
of Duluth told a cheering strike meet-
ing of more than 1,000 truckers in
St. Paul Feb. 10. "We're going to stick
it out until we win."

Then, in a show of force and soli-
darity, the truckers stood, their arms
raised, in a unanimous vote to con-
tinue the shutdown.

"It seems like the only way to get
anything in_this country is to protest,”
one Minnesota trucker organizer told
me.

The independent truckers used their
muscle to shut down virtually every
diesel fuel pump in the state. Station
owners who didn't voluntarily shut
down have had their pumps blockaded
by trucks and truckers' cars and have
been quickly closed.

Several organizing centers have
sprung up in key cities across the
state to maintain and spread the
strike.

mood was
Their ranks were deter-

‘For everybody’

Increasingly shrill editorials in the
state press have denounced the "self-
ish aims" of strikers. But the drivers
see it differently, and say so.

"This strike is for everybody," Ken
Nelson, a big, bearded trucker from
the Twin Cities told the St. Paul meet-
ing. He said if diesel prices are al-
lowed to rise, higher costs for food
and other products will be passed on
to the consumer.

The strike has been characterized by
unusually democratic organization.
In St. Paul; Moorhead, Minn.;
Hudson, Wis.; and elsewhere, strike
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We re going to stick it out until we win,'
said truckers at Feb. 10 St. Paul meeting.

eight states in effort to intimidate strikers.

meetings have been so democratic they
would surely give nightmares to any
labor bureaucrat.

In the St. Paul meeting, which lasted
nearly three hours, everyone was al-
lowed to speak. Dozens of drivers took
the floor, including two independent
truck owners who favored returning
to work. The two were roundly booed
but were nevertheless allowed to
present their case.

The strikers listened and then re-
pudiated any proposal to accept the
government's settlement. They voted
without a single nay to continue the
shutdown.

Ken Nelson pledged to truckers at
the meeting that "before the trucks roll
again” it would take a majority vote
to end the strike.

‘They're selling it!’

During the meeting one young
striker said there were "commies” in the
lobby "selling The Militant."

"They're selling it!" the young man
shouted hysterically.

"Then don't buy it!" someone else
shouted, to some layghter.

Ron Rhode, a strike leader from
Duluth, rose and went to the podium
to say that one aspect of the truck
strike was that persons with different
points of view were allowed to express
them.

He received mild applause; then the
truckers went on discussing the strike.
Outside, about 80 copies of The
Militant were sold.

Drivers who have never engaged in
politics before have suddenly been
thrust into the position of full-fledged
organizers.

At the Double D restaurant in Moor-
head, Minn., 200 miles northwest of
Minneapolis, an organizer talks to
every new trucker who walks in the
door, explaining why the drivers have
struck, and encouraging him to join.
He passes out the list of demands,
and gets the driver on a mailing and
phone list.

Using a WATS (Wide Area Tele-
phone Service) line provided by the
truck stop, organizers have been able
to keep in contact with truckers
throughout the region. When a fuel
station opens up, truckers are dis-
patched to shut it down.

Some striking truckers have stood
on the side of the road with signs
urging trucks to stop. When they do,
the demands are explained and the
drivers are encouraged to join.

In Moorhead, as elsewhere, feeling
against Teamster officials runs strong.

National Guardsmen escort scab truck in Pennsylvania. Guard was called out in

"Fitzsimmons doesn't represent me,"
one Moorhead Teamster told me, re-
fering to Teamster President Frank
Fitzsimmons.

"How can Fitzsimmons sit there in
Washington and negotiate when he
doesn't even support us?" asked
another truck leader.

Independent truckers say they would
be in a much stronger position if they
were backed by the Teamsters. But
because of the antagonism of the
Teamster bureaucracy, the idea of in-
dependents joining that union and
uniting with it is rejected out of hand
at this point.-by the independent owner-
operators. ..

The news media for the most part
have attempted to discredit the truck
strike by playing up incidents of
violence around the nation, suggesting
that shooting at trucks is the work of
militant drivers.

"We're not causing the violence," one
trucker told me. "This shooting is
being done to discredit us." His com-
ments were typical of truckers across
Minnesota.

The press here is also on a cam-
paign to emphasize any break in the
strike. The day that 1,000 truckers
in St. Paul voted to stay shut down,
news stories were reporting that 90
percent of the independents were back
on the road, a complete fabrication.
But the constant barrage of back-to-
work propaganda is undoubtedly
having an effect.

"The press is against us," said one
angry trucker. Nevertheless, indi-
vidual reporters seem sympathetic,
and truck leaders talk freely to the
media and invite them to meetings.

"We're holding no meetings behind
closed doors," one truck leader said
to St. Paul strikers.

Midwest Truckers Association

Strikers have formed a statewide or-
ganization called the Midwest Truck-
ers Association, but it is still in the
formative stage.

Without a national organization and
without support from the trade
unions —indeed, with the Teamster
officialdom openly backing a strike-
breaking effort—it is unclear how
long the strikers can hold out.

Some of the larger independents,
owning a dozen or more trucks, were
edging to get back to work.

Minnesota strikers plan to send a
delegation to Washington to reopen
negotiations with the government. The
strike delegates go there with a greater
disdain for the government than

probably any labor negotiators in
years.

As one St. Paul trucker put it in
an interview with The Militant. "Nixon
has been bought off by the fuel com-
panies. He can't get away with this."

Others, who are against the strike,
may be thinking the same thing. In
a vicious antistrike column entitled
"Truckers out of control,” the editor
of the St Paul Pioneer Press wrote
Feb. 10 that Nixon's credibility may
be so low that he will be unable to
force truckers back to work.

It reminded this writer of a con-
versation he sat in on with a group
of truckers a few days before.

"If we shut this country down, Nixon
and Congress have got to listen to us,"
the trucker organizer was saying. "We
can't let them sit around and talk
for four or five months. We've got to
show the government we mean
business."

Ohio group
splits over

federal
proposal

By HERMAN KIRSCH
CLEVELAND — Five hundred mem-
bers of the Ohio Council of Indepen-.
dent Truckers (CIT) met Feb. 10 in
Barberton and voted unanimously to
turn down the federal agreement and
continue their strike.

They then fired Leonard Fleet, their
lawyer-negotiator, claiming he had
sold them out.

George Rynn, president of CIT,
spoke at the meeting against the pro-
posed settlement. Rynn was then called
to Washington for negotiations with
W.J. Usery, Nixon's labor relations
troubleshooter.

The question of whether to end the
strike has split the CIT. After the Bar-
berton meeting, the CIT board voted
4-t0-3 to remove Rynn as president.

Lester Salsgiver, CIT board chair-
man, made this announcement over
CBS television and urged all the
truckers to go back to work. Salsgiver
had been in Washington in negotia-
tions with the federal government in
the previous week.

Carl Robertson at the Barberton CIT
headquarters told The Militant in a
phone interview that Rynn was still
president of the organization and that
"Lester Salsgiver is no longer with us."

Robertson, obviously angry, said,
"When Salsgiver returned from Wash-
ington, he told everyone he wanted to
meet with any and all groups. He
should have been at our meeting Sun-
day."

Despite a Cleveland Plain Dealer
story headlined "End of the strike
seems near," Robertsonreported strong
support for the strike.

"We keep getting numerous phone
calls from people all over the coun-
try telling us they don't want to go
back," he said.

Nevertheless, he complained, "Every-
time we have things pretty well under
control we find out through the news-
papers and TV that it [the strike] is
settled.”

The CIT is holding out for its orig-
inal demands for a rollback of fuel




strike issues, debate settlement

Mil?tom/Al Twiss
Women picket in support of truckers,
Akron, Ohio, Feb. 9.

prices to the May 1973 level and for
public examination of the oil com-
panies' books.

In a related development, the City
Truck Shutdown Newsletter of the
Owners and Drivers Club of Ohio has
appealed for Black truckers' support.
"The Owners and Drivers Club of Ohio
must never be an all-white organiza-
tion,” it said. "Please keep in mind that
Blacks are the last to be hired and the
first to be fired, especially in the truck-
ing industry."

In Pittsburgh, Pa., Feb. 9, mean-
while, the Fraternal Association of
Steel Haulers (FASH) voted 4-to-1 to
accept the government's offer. Six hun-
dred FASH members were present at
the meeting.

Mike Menzock, FASH vice-president,
explained to The Militant why their
strike was called off. "There is not
much hope of getting more," he said.

He said FASH negotiators were told
by William Simon, so-called "energy
czar," that the only way a price roll-
back could be accomplished was to
"declare war on the Arabs." Simon also
told them that even if prices wererolled
back the effect would not be seen at
the gas station pumps for several
months.

Trucker
speaks at

Nashville
YS forum

By BEN HARRIS

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Joe Morse, an
independent trucker, gave his assess-
ment of the national shutdown at a
Feb. 7 forum sponsored by the Nash-
ville Young Socialist Alliance. Morse
is a member of Teamsters Local 135
in Indianapolis, Ind.

Thirty people, including several
truckers, attended the forum, held at
Vanderbilt University.

Morse explained how the indepen-
dents were forced off the road by a
combination of the o0il companies'
fraud and the federal government's
restrictive regulations.

He listed the truckers' demands: for
a rollback of fuel prices, higher speed
limits, and a complete public audit
of the oil companies.

"This last demand, while ignored
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by the press, was the central point
agreed on by a national unity con-
vention of truckers held in January,”
Morse said, holding up a copy of the
conference program printed in Qver-
drive magazine.

In an interview with The Militant
later, Morse said he thought some
independent drivers might be forced
back during the coming week. "The
big reason is that all independents
have to make truck and insurance
payments of $500 to $1,000 per
month, and they weren't prepared,”
he explained.

"They don't want to lose their trucks,
so they can't stay out more than a
couple of weeks," Morse said. He also
noted that truckers would soon find
out whether the settlement would meet
their needs, and predicted it would
not. ’

"As far as the next shutdown is con-
cerned," Morse said, "We will be better
organized and it will happen much
faster.”

Illinois
drivers:
Nixon’s the
hoodlum

By PAT HAYES

ROXANA, Ill.—1I joined a group of
picketing truckers, wives, and children
here as they listened to President Nix-
on's speech on the truck shutdown
Feb. 9.

The drivers, members of the Inde-
pendent Truckers Coalition (ITC),
had gathered at their temporary head-
quarters in a small blue metal build-
ing here.

The headquarters, dwarfed by the
giant rigs that now surround it, faces
the sprawling Wood River refineries
of the Shell and Clark oil corpora-
tions.

A meeting room inside was jammed
with drivers and their wives. It showed
in their tense and tired looks that
they had spent the last 10 days on
the picket line.

I announced I was a reporter for
The Militant and asked about the shut-
down. The first man to speak was
Sherman Lamere. "We're goingbroke,”
he said. "I lost $10,000 since Thanks-
giving.

"We've been shut down since the
31st, and we'll stay shut down until
we get a 10 to 15 percent rollback
in fuel prices and a freeze on those
prices,” he said.

He noticed I was carrying a bundle
of The Militant and asked how much
it cost. I sold the first one to him,
and then drivers and their wives be-
gan handing me quarters until I was
left with only one of the 15 Militants.

A man walked by carrying a stack
of papers that he could barely keep
hold of. Asked what they were, he
replied, "Subpoenas.”

How many? "Fourteen."

The man was Kenneth Hurst, an
independent who had been talking to
drivers who hadn't shut down yet. He
had stopped 76 trucks in the past few
days. '

"No violence," he said. "We just wave
and give them the V-sign and they
pull over to talk. Most are sympa-
theticc. They ask us to block them in

to protect their jobs. These subpoenas
are to release them."

He explained why he supported the
shutdown: "I'm two months behind on
the car, two months behind on the
house, two months behind on the
truck, and if they don't roll back prices.
next month, I'll be three months be-
hind."

Asked if he thought the fuel short-
age was real or artificial, one man
pointed in the direction of Shell's huge
holding tanks and said, "Well, let me
put it this way. If those tanks sprang
a leak, we'd be ass-deep in 0il." Another
handed me a list of closed stations
with full storage tanks.

Other men told about the cops, com-
pany guards, and Wells Fargo men
who follow any car or truck with
a Citizens Band Antenna. These ra-
dios are the communications link of
the strikers.

The radio in the headquarters came
on and the room grew .quiet. It was
Nixon, lecturing about the railroads,
airports, and river transport. People
began looking at each other in dis-
belief.

When Nixon thanked "trucking lead-
er" Frank Fitzsimmons, the whole
crowd drew in its breath. When he
threatened to "act promptly” to end
"violence,” the group burst into laugh-
ter. And when he finished, one truck-
er sarcastically yelled, "Yes, sir!" They
all laughed, but everyone seemed to
be more tired.

"A lot of words again,” said one
young woman. "He's phony, but at
least he's consistent,” was another
woman's reaction. A third just shook
her head in disgust.

I asked what the drivers thought
about being called hoodlums."Nixon's
the hoodlum, not us,” said one. Are
you going back to work? All around
the room, the answer rang out. "No!"

Detroit
Teamsters
support

shutdown

By MIKE KELLY

DETROIT — Two meetings of 125 and
500 Michigan truckers on Feb. 10
voted by an almost 2-to-1 margin to
continue their strike and reject the gov-
ernment's proposed settlement.

Those present at the meeting of
500, which was held in Lincoln Park,
were members of Teamsters Local
299, although they own their own
rigs. Rank-and-file Teamster support
for the strike has run high in this’
state, despite the virulent opposition
of Teamster union officials.

One group of Teamsters even re-
fused a pay raise offered by union
business agents to get them back on
the road.

Nor have the leaders of the massive
United Auto Workers Union supported
the strike. They have remained com-
pletely silent on the truckers' shut-
down.

The truckers' meeting rejected the
argument offered by attorney Leonard
Fleet, who had represented the Coun-
cil of Independent Truckers in negotia- -
tions in Washington, that their only
hope for improvement over the cur-
rent proposal lay in "political pres-
sure” rather than a continuation of
the strike.

Arguments from the floor against
the government's proposal for a 6
percent pass-on-the-cost surcharge cen-
tered on the fact that it would not
make up for what truckers had al-
ready lost due to inflated fuel prices
and that it made the public the scape-
goat.

Many truckers said they wanted no
price increases passed on to the con-
sumer, but wanted instead a rollback
in prices to benefit all.

In both meetings the vote came
after lengthy and democratic discus-
sion. In the evening meeting of 500,
more than 40 truckers took the floor
in a three-and-a-half hour discussion.
A broad spectrum of truckers was
present, including vehicle, tanker,
gravel, and iron drivers.

The meeting was not sponsored by
an organization, but was called by
several individual truckers.

On Feb. 9, Governor William Milli-
ken ordered the National Guard on
alert in a move designed to intimidate
the truckers into going back to work.
They ignored it.

The Militant, whose front page read
"Truckers say 'No' to Nixon, oil
trusts,” was well received by truckers
at both gatherings. Forty-nine were
sold at the afternoon meeting, and
126 at the evening meeting. Many
truckers came out of the meetings to
pick up copies.

Channel 4 TV opened its evening
news coverage of the meetings with
a close-up shot of The Militant's front
page. The camera then panned to the
meeting room where numerous copies
of The Militant were shown being read
by truckers.

Militant/Greg Cornell

'The Militant' was warmly received by many truckers. One-hundred and fifty copies
were sold at Michigan strike m eetings; 80 at St. Paul meeting, above.




TRUCKERS: Interview with Farrell Dobbs

Teamsters union & independent

The current struggle of independent
ftruckers has prompted interest in the
conditions facing these owner-operator
truck drivers and their relation to the
Teamsters union. These questions were
discussed in the following interview
with Farrell Dobbs, a leader of the
Teamsters during the organizing
drives of the 1930s.

Dobbs emerged as a union leader
during_ the bitterly fought strikes in
Minneapolis in 1934 that won union
recognition for General Drivers Local
574. He went on to become the cen-
tral organizer of an 11-state erganiz-
ing campaign of over-the-road drivers.
After the victory of that campaign
he served on the staff of general or-
ganizers of the International Brother-
hood of Teamsters until 1939.

Dobbs joined the Communist League
of America (forerunner of the Social-
ist Workers Party) in 1934 and has
been a central leader of the Trotsky-
ist movement since the late 1930s.

The experiences and lessons of his
years in the Teamsters union are re-
counted by Dobbs in Teamster Re-
bellion, which covers the 1934 strikes,
and Teamster Power, which tells of
the subsequent organizing drives. A
third volume is in preparation.

Question: The truckers’ protests have
been spearheaded by independent driv-
ers who own their own trucks and are
not in the Teamsters union. Some peo-
ple have questioned whether these
drivers should be viewed as workers
or as a variety of small businessmen.
Answer: Basically the independent
owner-operators must be seen as work-
ers who are required to provide their
own tools as a condition of employ-
ment. In their case, this means that
working drivers have to provide their
own trucks.

This practice has long been pushed
by the employers and the trucking
industry. Their object is to foist off
on the worker part of the overhead
cost of the trucking operation, and at
the same time try to give the worker
the mistaken impression that he is an
integral part of the trucking industry,
as distinguished from drivers who sim-
ply work for companies that own fleets
of trucks.

The trucks cost many thousands of
dollars, and usually they are bought
through a long-term financing plan.
There are big expenses of upkeep.
Then, over a period of time, the truck
wears out to a point that it has to be
replaced. All this is saddled upon the
worker.

They usually haul by the ton, by
the mile, or by the trip. The oil squeeze
puts a new burden on them on top of
all these other factors. For one thing,
the reduction in maximum speed limits
hits over-the-road drivers in the sense
that the slower they go, the longer it

- takes to make the mileage on which

their income depends.
They either earn less or they have
to drive longer hours to earn what
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Farrell Dobbs, leader of Midwest Team-
ster organizing drive in 1930s and long-
time central leader of Socialist Workers
Party.

they did before. Either way it’s a cutin
pay.

Then the unconscionable price goug-
ing now being carried out by the oil
trusts hits the independent operators
right in the solar plexus. The price
of diesel fuel has been skyrocketing
in the last few weeks, and this cuts
a tremendous hole in the income of
the independent owner-driver.

You can get a pretty clear idea of
how tight the squeeze is by the anger
of these drivers, by the solidarity
they’re showing in their struggle, and
by the militant and determined way
they’re going about it.

The job of the union, the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters, is
to look upon these drivers as workers,
which they are, and find a way to
represent them.

Q. How did the Teamsters union re-
late to the independent owner-opera-
tors when militants were leading the
over-the-road organizing campaign?
A. When we originally organized the
over-the-road drivers back in the 19-
30s and established the first area con-
tract, we were very careful to make
provision as best we could for these
drivers.

In the first area contract, one of the

The following review of Teamster Pow-
‘er by Farrell Dobbs appeared in the
December-January issue of The Fifth
Wheel, ‘a publication of rank-and-file
Teamsters in the San Francisco Bay
Area. It has been abridged slightly for
reasons of space.

Dobbs's new book, Teamster Power,
is a sequel to Teamster Rebellion. It
begins with the consolidation of union
power in Minneapolis. It tells how the
over-the-road drivers in the Midwest,
inspired by the example of the Min-
neapolis teamsters, defeated the
trucking companies in 11 states to win
union recognition and an area-wide
contract.

Like many leaders of the big orga-
nizing drives of the 1930s, Dobbs was
a socialist. He analyzes events from
his socialist perspective.

The story of the struggles of 30-40
years ago is good reading for any-
one who is trying to deal with the
tactics of the bosses and the union
bureaucrats today. It's also good be-
cause it tells us what a really demo-
cratic union was like — something most
of us have never experienced.

It may be hard even to imagine
what a union that is controlled by the
members and always fights for their
interests would be like. It helps a lot
to know that Minneapolis Teamster

Local 574 actually worked this way
in 1935.

1) Pay for the union staff was set
at the going wage for truck drivers
(often it was really less).

2) Everyone on the union staff from
apprentice organizers to top elected
officials got the same pay.

3) General membership meetings
had the final say on all .questions.

4) Membership meetings were held
twice a month.

5) There was a complete freedom
for expression for all views.

6) Officers were elected for one-year
terms.

Unlike today's office holders, the
leaders of Minneapolis Local 574 had
no reason to fear a rank-and-filemobi-
lization or union democracy because
they had no ties with the employers
and no intention of selling out the
members. The elected leaders were
those who had proven themselves in
the struggle.

They were organizing in the midst
of a depression. The potential for con-
flict with unemployed workers who
might be driven to scab was obvious.
The Minneapolis local formed a spe-
cial auxiliary section of unemployed
workers. The union fought for in-
creased government aid, for these de-
pression victims. In return the union
had its picket lines reinforced by unem-
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ployed workers who understood that
a victory for unions was a gain for all
workers.

When any Minneapolis union ran
into trouble during a strike, Teamster
Local 574 mobilized its own ranks,
the unemployed, and the ranks of
other unions for support.

From cabinetmakers to golf caddies,
Minneapolis workers who wanted to
win union recognition came to Local
574 for help and got it. Contrast this
with the backstabbing tactics today's
Teamster officials have used against
the farm workers union organizing
drive.

Daniel Tobin was head of the IBT
in those days. The militancy and sup-
port for working class solidarity ap-
proach of the Minneapolis Local 574
was just as foreign to him as it is to
Frank Fitzsimmons today. Tobin's re-
sponse was an attempt to destroy the
trouble-making Local 574.

Tobin used dirty tactics. He threw
Local 574 out of the IBT for getting
behind on its per capita taxes to the
international. Why was the local
behind? Because it paid its interna-
tional dues only with the money left
in the treasury after it had given sup-
port to the families of men killed or
disabled in the 1934 strike!

After throwing Local 574 out, Tobin
set up a rival local. Using the same
tactics that present day Teamster of-
ficials have used against the farm
workers union, Tobin's men went to
the trucking companies and offered to
sign sweetheart contracts. This didn't
work since the workers were solidly
with the local they had built them-
selves.

Then Tobin turned to goon assaults
on 574 members who refused to sign
and join his phony local. The 574
ranks defeated this attack as well. Be-
cause of the support work it had done,
Local 574 had gained respect from
other AFL unions. Tobin was forced
to back down.

The Minneapolis local continued to
expand. Some of the demands they
organized around are worth men-

tioning because we could use them
today:

1) One-year contracts only.

2) No overtime for anyone until all
employees have their quota of regular
hours.

3) Right to strike over contract vio-
lations.

Over-the-road drivers were still al-
most completely unorganized. Their
job conditions were intolerable. The
Minneapolis leaders called for a joint
council of Teamster locals to plan an
organizing drive. Their goal was a
single contract to cover all over-the-
road drivers in 11 Midwestern states.
Tobin had to go along with the plan.

This was a time when the business
interests were determined to defeat the
unionization drives of workers. To
give you an idea of what we're talking
about: In Nebraska the bosses didn't
need to get a court injunction to limit
picketing because all picketing was
illegal by state law!

Finally, with the surrender of the
Omaha trucking bosses in February
1939, victory for the union was as-
sured. Further expansion brought an
area contract covering 2,500 com-
panies and 200,000 drivers.

The IBT had grown from 80,000
members in 1933 to 500,000 mem-
bers in 1939. By now Tobin had
decided that this industrial unionism
stuff might not be so bad after all,
considering how much it had increased
the union's power and its dues base.
Since he couldn't kill the tiger maybe
he could tame it and ride it.

Now, 35 years later, the tiger is
even bigger and more powerful, yet
Tobin's bureaucratic heirs seem to be
firmly in the saddle. But as anyone
who has ever ridden a tiger can tell
you, you can only get away with it as
long as the tiger lets you.

A burst of rank-and-file militancy
transformed the Teamsters union once,
and it can happen again. Thanks to
the dedication of men like Farrell
Dobbs, next time we'll be starting with
the industry already organized. y




key things we did was to require that
the independent drivers be paid a

tention whatsoever to the individual
owner-operator. Insofar as it paid any

truckers: in 1930s & today

union wage, separate from and in
addition to payment for the rental of
their equipment. The object was to
make it harder for the leasing com-
panies that hired these independent
operators to phony up the books and
cheat them.

We also instituted provisions that
took at least part of the cost of the
operation of the truck off the worker’s
back. We required that the leasing
company had to pay the taxes and the
insurance premiums.

And then we knocked out other
swindling practices. Some of theseleas-
ing companies used to require an in-
dependent owner-operator working for
them to buy his gas, oil, and tires
through them, and handle truck re-

-

1e present Teamster

leadership has turned

its back on the
individual owner-
operators....lt is the
polar opposite of the
leadership that first
organized the over-the-

road drivers and won
the first area contract.’

pairs and everything else through the
leasing company. This was an appli-
cation in the trucking industry of the
old idea of the company store in the
minefields. We put an explicit pro-
vision in the first contract knocking
that out.

We also banned the practice ofcharg-
ing interest on earned money ad-
vanced to the owner-operator before
the regular payday.

In the last three decades—since
Daniel Tobin, who was then president
of the IBT, with help from President
Roosevelt, managed to drive the revo-
lutionary socialists out of the Team-
sters movement— there has been a
qualitative deterioration in the leader-
ship of the IBT.

The leadership today is the polar
opposite of the kind of leadership that
first organized the over-the-road driv-
ers, established the first uniform area
contract, and thereby laid the founda-
tion for the later development of the
powerful regional formations of the
Teamsters.

Back in those days, the basic ap-
proach of the union leadership was
that anytime there was an argument
between the workers and the bosses,
the workers were right.

If a boss claimed an unjust griev-
ance was being pressed by the work-
ers, it was up to the boss to try to
prove it. The union leadership took
it for granted that the workers were
in the right.

Under people like Frank Fitzsim-
mons, head of the IBT today, that has
been reversed. Their whole approach
is to give the bosses, not the workers,
the full benefit of the doubt. On top
of that, they have tended to revert
back to another practice that preceded
the over-the-road organizing drive of
the 30s.

Prior to that, the IBT paid no at
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attention at all to over-the-road driv-
ers, it was only concerned with driv-
ers for companies that had their own
big fleets of trucks.

We corrected that situation, but to-
day the process is being reversed. The
present leadership of the IBT hasmore
and more turned its back on these
drivers.

You have that epitomized in the re-
cent public denunciation of these work-
ers by Fitzsimmons. Instead of stand-
ing up like a union man and fight-
ing for the rights of these workers,
he called on the federal and state gov-
ernments to crack down on them with
police goons.

This division among over-the-road
drivers remains a basic problem for
the International Brotherhood of
Teamsters, and sooner or later the
IBT will have to do something about
it. Now the job will be harder than
ever, because — with good reason — the
overwhelming majority of these inde-
pendent owner-operators today look
upon the IBT as their opponent, not
as their natural organization.

Q. How were the owner-operators rep-
resented inside the union?
A. If there was a large number of them
in a given local union, a special sec-
tion known as the Independent Truck
Owners Section was organized within
the union. There would be another
section that involved the fleet drivers.
Meeting as separate sections of the
union, the workers in each category
could take up their specific problems.
Then by meeting together in the gen-
eral membership meeting, they were
able to deal in commor with their
common problems above and beyond
their particular occupational situation.
And at the same time they had the
combined power of their wunited
strength in dealing with the employers.

Q. Today the drivers stay in com-
munication with each other and co-
ordinate their actions through Citizens
Band radios.
this problem of communication among
over-the-road drivers in the 30s?

A. It is not so much a question of
communication as one of collective
discussion. The ideal arrangement
for workers to get together and col-
lectively hammer out their demands
upon the bosses and collectively or-
ganize to fight for those demands is
for all of them to come together in a
meeting. '

In the case of the over-the-road driv-
ers, they’re coming and going all the
time. At no time do you have all the
workers in town simultaneously so
you can hold a meeting.

We overcame that by devising a
special form of discussion. Here was
how we began when we formulated
our demands for the first area con-
tract:

How did you handle ’

Union rally during 1934 Minneapolis Teamsters strike, which paved way for 11-state
organizing campaign of over-the-road drivers.

We met as extensively as we could
with whatever drivers were in town
day by day, and got a rough idea
of the line of approach in formulating
the demands. Then we prepared a
questionnaire. We asked two types of
questions.

First, what were the exact conditions
under which the driver worked? How
many hours did he work? How much
money was he getting? What were the
job conditions? What was bad about
them?

Second, we presented a tentative list
of demands— a strictly tentative list.
We put the question to the driver,
what is your opinion about thisformu-
lation of the demands? What else do
you think should be covered? What
do you think should be changed?

We got those printed up by the thou-
sands, and we began to spread them
on the road. Here, of course, there’s
a positive side to the mobility of the
over-the-road drivers: they get every-
where.

We started our inquiry out of Min-
neapolis, and within two weeks, we
were getting answers back from as far
south as Texas.

Militant union drivers pulling out
of Minneapolis would pass these blank
questionnaires out to drivers they met
along the road. Oftentimes they would
meet drivers who would say, “Well,
give me a dozen of those,” or I
know several guys that will want to
fill that out.”

After the forms had been filled out
they would be passed back along the
road until they got to the hands of
a driver who was heading for Min-
neapolis. When he finally got to Min-
neapolis he would bring them to the
union headquarters.

The accuracy of this method of col-
lective discussion was proven by the
support the union got when we opened
up the fight with the bosses to win
these demands. That was the acid test
as to whether the demands expressed
the workers’ wishes and whether the
workers were ready to back up a fight
for them.

When the various bosses, particu-
larly along the Missouri River Valley,
refused to sign the area contract and
we called the strike, we found that
finks were a rarity. In their over-
whelming majority the workers back-
ed those demands and they fought

tooth and nail for them in a strike
that lasted almost six months. And we
won.

Q. What is the comparison between
the relative standing of the fleet driv-
ers and the independent owner-opera-
tors?

A. At the present time there are in-
dependent owner-operators who would
be perfectly happy to have a well-pay-
ing job as a fleet driver and let the
company do all the worrying about
the truck. There are also without doubt
many drivers who believe they can
do a little better at earning their liv-
ing by owning their own truck.

Depending on what the union does
to represent the workers and estab-
lish good wages, good hours, and
good working conditions, in the end
the question of what the workers want
will be definitively settled by what ex-
perience proves is best for them.

But there’s no basis for a test of
that today, because the union appears
to be giving attention only to the fleet
drivers, and, my impression is, not
too much there. Even in the case of
the fleet drivers, the union leadership
today seems to pay more attention
to the problems of the companies than
to the problems of the workers.

Because of this neglect, sometimes
fleet drivers get the feeling they could
do better as an owner-operator. There
is a crystal clear case of the union
itself helping to create nonunion
owner-operators by failing to repre-
sent the interests of the fleet drivers.

What it will take to straighten the
situation out is for the union to em-
brace both categories, represent both
categories, and fight for the interests
of the workers that are behind the
wheels of those trucks —and no other
interests. Then the workers them-
selves will sort out which is the best
way to go.

Q. In this situation where workers
outside the union have taken the lead,
what impact can this have inside the
Teamsters union?
A. First, I think it’s a bit of a mis-
nomer to refer to them simply aswork-
ers that are outside the union. I think
a more apt description is workers who
have been abandoned by the union.
These are the workers that are con-
Continued on page 22
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In Our Opinion

British miners strike

Just as in the U.S., inflation is eating away at the wages
of workers in Britain.

In the U.S., Nixon's "anti-inflation program" is in Phase
4. Tory Prime Minister Edward Heath is still in Phase 3
of his program, but both come down to the same thing—
holding down wages while inflation continues.

Wages for British miners vary from $55 a week to $84.
The National Union of Mineworkers has been forced out on
strike for a pay increase that would raise wages to $77 to
$99. As far as Heath is concerned, the miners' demand for
a living wage is "disruptive.”

The fight of the miners in Britain is over the same issue
as that confronting workers in the U.S.: whether the capitalist
government will succeed in forcing the burden of inflation
onto the back of the working class.

The struggle in Britain is a test case for the rest of the
capitalist world. The Tory attack on the British workers
has reached the point of instituting a three-day workweek
in order to force compliance with wage controls. If Heath
is successful in cowing the miners, his example will be fol-
lowed elsewhere.

But if Heath is the example for the capitalists, the miners
have set an example for workers throughout the world by
their determination and militancy. They deserve the fullest
support and solidarity from workers everywhere.

Solzhenitsyn’s exile

The forcible expulsion of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn from his
native land is a new attack by the Soviet bureaucracy on
the movement for democratic rights inside the USSR and
on the rights of the Soviet working class as a whole.

The bureaucracy's fear of free discussion, especially when
it concerns its own history, is well founded. The narrow,
privileged caste that rules the Soviet Union today has no way
of justifying the chauffeured limousines, special apartments,
vacation houses, and the dozens of similar prerogatives that
it has granted its members at the expense of the Soviet people.

In order to maintain themselves in power the bureaucrats
had to exterminate the Bolshevik leaders of the 1917 Russian
revolution. To protect its rule, the Stalinist ruling caste had
to deprive the Soviet working class of its democratic rights.
The Stalinists- enforced their will by setting up the vicious
labor camp system described by Solzhenitsyn in his latest
book.

But the exile of Solzhenitsyn cannot halt the discussion
that the bureaucracy fears so much. Other voices have al-
ready been raised, and for every one that speaks out now,
there will be tens and hundreds of thousands more. The Soviet
bureaucrats are sitting on top of a volcano, and removing
one cinder won't help them when it erupts.

SLA kidnapping

The kidnapping of Patricia Hearst by members of the so-called
Symbionese Liberation Army can do nothing but harm to
the revolutionary movement and to all organizations fighting
against the capitalist government.

Like all terrorist acts, the kidnapping diverts attention from
mass struggle and focuses on the actions of a tiny armed
group.

The capitalist-owned media and government officials, from
local police to U.S. Attorney General Saxbe, have seized
on the incident to try to discredit the entire left. Their aim
is to pave the way for stepped-up repression and harassment.
For example, last November, police tried to link the Vietnam
Veterans Against the War with the SLA when one apparent
SLA member who had been a VVAW leader was arrested
for the murder of Marcus Foster, a liberal Black educator
in Oakland.

The nature of the SLA remains a mystery. Activists in
the Bay Area had never heard of it prior to the recent pub-
licity. After what has come to light about the role of govern-
ment agent-provocateurs in groups like the Weatherpeople,
it is quite possible that police agents or right-wing forces
may have a hand in the SLA's terrorist acts.
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No ‘quasi-Marxist rip-off

I am only a temporary resident of
New York City. I plan to open a
radical book and periodical shop in
my home town of San Antonio,
Texas later this year.

Among periodicals offered will, of
course, be The Militant. I must con-
fess that, prior to having purchased
a copy from a street salesperson
in Greenwich Village recently, I
had never previously partaken of it.

Your staff is to be commended.

It is well-written and edited, in ex-
cellent format. It does not present
the ideological cop-out or quasi-
Marxist rip-off of which so much of
the so-called "underground” media are
guilty. Perhaps that is why Mr.
Nixon and his progenitors have
singled out SWP and YSA for per-
secution and surveillance while
realizing that such publications as
the late East Village Other or Mad
Magazine are more to be laughed
at than censured.

L.M.

New York, N.Y.

On anarchism

The article by Leon Trotsky in the
Feb. 1 Militant-is very impor-
tant to the comprehension of the
process of socialist revolution.
Trotsky's theory makes very clear
the futility of bombing and indi-
vidual murders, while emphasiz-
ing the efficient tactic of the or-
ganized mass struggle.

Trotsky's only failure is in his
view of anarchism, which he de-
scribes as synonymous with terror-
ism and disorganization. First,
anarchism is something to be
reached, while terrorism is a way
to reach something. Second, anarch-
ism is the stage when, after capital-
ism is overthrown by the sociali-
zation of the means of production,
the differences of classes are elim-
inated and the people will be able
to govern themselves, no longer
needing representation or a central

government.
A L.

" Mamaroneck, N.Y.

Agribusiness ]

As always, your reporting goes
beyond any other sources at my dis-
posal. Please keep up the good work.
I would appreciate more articles

on agribusiness in the United States,
and in the Midwest in particular.
J.C.

Mazomanie, Wis.

From Lisbon

Strategic hamlets — an American in-
novation in Vietnam designed to de-
prive revolutionary forces of demo-
graphic cover and logistical support
—have been adopted with a ven-
geance by the Portuguese. In north-
ern Mozambique, along the Tan-
zanian border, and in Tete, hun-
dreds of thousands of Africans have
been uprooted and resettled in mili-
tarized hamlets. This has created
vast free-fire zones where Frelimo
units or, more probably, Africans
who resist resettlement become tar-
gets for NATO-supplied weapons.

In December of 1972 a cluster of
villages, collectively known as Wiri-
yamu, which had avoided transplan-
tation and was suspected of national-
ist sympathies, was razed, its peo-
ple slaughtered. In July of 1973 the
world learned of Wiriyamu through
Father Hastings, a British mission-

etters

ary. The American and international
press gave the massacre extensive
coverage, resulting in massive demon-
strations in London against the of-
ficial visit of the Portuguese pre-
mier. Lisbon, aghast at the pub-
licity, restricted the movement of
foreign journalists and prohibited
the entrance into Mozambique of
UN and Red Cross investigative
bodies.

Having discovered the immense
propaganda value of atrocities, the
colonial regime has carefully orches-
trated one of its own to coincide
with the publication of Hastings's
book, to be released this month. The
smoking ruins of Nhacambo in Tete
are being visited by charter flights
of European journalists whose
stories are gloatingly reprinted in
the Portuguese press. To remove all
doubt as to Frelimo's guilt, Portu-
guese officers "discovered" in Nha-
cambo and are circulating a letter,
reputedly authored by a guerrilla
commander, claiming credit for the
massacre. Also of interest is the fact
that none of the Portuguese troops
stationed in the village were ca-
sualties.

Scott Sanders
Lisbon, Portugal

Try it, you'll like it

I have tried The Militant and there
is no doubt about it, it is the best
newsweekly yet. Every American
should have the opportunity to ac-
quaint himself with a socialist news-
weekly of this nature— TRUTH!

A patriotic capitalist and co-work-
er of mine had the indecency to ques-
tion the relevance of our paper,

The Militant. 1 was not unsympa-
thetic and tried to explain. But like
so many other Americans, he is not
concerned about the truth.

E. H.

Durham, N.C.

Not ready yet

I am impressed with your writing
efforts. Your ideas are profound, but
in all honesty I can only say that
I'm not ready for it (them). Could
you please cancel my subscription?
It will save labor and mailing costs
for you and valuable reading time
for me.

Right on in your efforts.
Nat Testa
St. Petersburg, Fla.

Nixon doesn’t give a damn

I agree with you on almost all is-
sues, especially that Nixon should
be impeached and your support of
the United Farm Workers. Nixon
doesn't give a damn about the peo-
ple of this country, so I don't give
a damn about him. I would take
Martin Luther King, Jr., Bobby
Kennedy, John Kennedy, or Mal-
colm X over him any day.

Chris Fusillo

Verona, N.J.

Black elected officials
After reading your Feb. 8 article on
Mayor Kenneth Gibson, I totally
agree with you. As a Black man it
disgusts my intellect and sensibilities
to hear all the so-called white lib-
erals and ultra-leftists hail the elec-
tion of any Black for public office.
Black people are sick and tired
of electing Blacks from the two-
party system to public office whose




allegiance lies not to the Black peo-
ple and poor people, but to the
Democratic and Republican parties
—both defenders of capitalism.

I wholeheartedly agree with your
thesis that "the interests of Blacks
and other working people lie out-
side the two-party shell game." I
look forward to seeing more articles
on Black elected officials in your’
newspaper.

Sam Casimir, Jr.
Chicago, Ill.

Please rush
Enclosed is $1 for a Militant sub-
subcription. I saw a sample copy
and loved it!

Please rush.
R T
W+ ~*»ington, Pa.

Women strikers applauded
1,500 trade unionists made a tre-
mendous show of labor solidarity
with Sears strikers at the Feb. 3
Labor-Community Mass Strike Sup-
port meeting in San Francisco.

However, as some 20 politicians
and labor officials took their seats
on the speakers' platform, many in
the audience noticed that something
wasn't quite right. The embattled
union, Department Store Employees,
Local 1100, is composed of mainly
women and the audience at the rally
was primarily women. Yet every
single speaker on the platform was
male.

When this omission was pointed out
to the rally organizers, they added a
female trade unionist to the program.
The woman was Lois Weiner, chair-
person of the Women's Rights Com-
mittee of the Hayward Federation
of Teachers (Local 1423). She is
also a member of Union Women's
Alliance to Gain Equality.

Weiner congratulated the Sears
women strikers. "Their militancy and
courage is an example to the wom-
en’s movement and the labor move-
ment," she said. "They make me
damn proud to be a woman trade
unionist.”

Weiner then asked the women of
Local 1100 to stand so that she and
the audience could applaud them.
The audience gave them the loudest
round of applause of the entire pro-
gram.

Carole Seligman
San Francisco, Calif.

‘A man in a cage’

Treatment that degrades the inmate,
invades his privacy, and frustrates
the ability to choose pursuits through .
which he can gain self-respect
erodes the very foundations upon
which he can prepare for a socially
useful life.

"A man in a cage" needs incentive,
motivation, and something to look
forward to. Please forward The
Militant to me here in order to
assist me in achieving this goal.

A prisoner
New York

The letters column is an open forum
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen-
eral interest to our readers. Please
keep your letters brief. Where neces-
sary they will be abridged. Please in-
dicate if your name may be used or
if you prefer that your initials be used
instead.
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iLa Raza en Acciéon!
Miguel Pendas

Remember Junior Martinez

March 17 will mark the first anniversary of the
murderous police assault on a building used as a
dormitory for Escuela Tlatelolco, the Chicano school
run by the Crusade for Justice in Denver.

The cops used a jaywalking incident in the early
morning hours after a mananitas celebration (Chi-
cano birthday party) as a pretext for the attack.
Suddenly, more than 200 heavily armed police ap-
peared and began firing into the building. A power-
ful explosion left the place in ruins.

Luis (Junior) Martinez, a dance instructor at the
Escuela, was killed by police bullets that night. He
was 20 years old.

Several others were shot, and 70 were arrested.
The charges were so phony that only one of the
frame-ups was successful. Mario Vasquez, a Cru-
sade activist, was convicted of first degree assault
and sentenced to 15 years.

The Denver Chicano Liberation Defense Commit-
tee, which was set up to defend the March 17 vic-
tims, is continuing the fight to reverse the Vasquez
conviction. The committee recently informed The Mili-
tant that in the past 12 months more than 100 Cru-
sade activists and supporters have been arrested or
taken to court in a campaign of harassment.

Among those with serious charges still pending
against them are Francisco (Kiko) Martinezand Gary
Garrison. Martinez is a young activist lawyer who
frequently defends Chicanos against the government.
When police sought to link him with a series of bomb-
ings, a campaign of racist hysteria was whipped up
by Denver's newspapers in banner headlines. Hav-
ing convicted Martinez in its pages, the Denver Post
went so far as to offer a reward for information
leading to his capture. Vigilante "justice," cattle-baron
style, lives on in Denver.

An instructor at Escuela Tlatelolco, Garrison has
received the same slanderous treatment in the col-
umns of the capitalist press. The authorities are try-

National Picket Line

ing to frame him up on charges of attempted arsan,
mischief, and conspiracy.

Garrison is charged with having thrown a dyna-
mite bomb that did not explode through the window
of a paint store. As El Gallo, newspaper of the Cru-
sade for Justice, put it, "This supposed bombing
was oddly similar to others reported in Denver. . . .
Suspiciously enough, almost all of these bombs fail
to explode. Instead, the police arrive just in time
to disarm them." :

Chicanos have taken the offensive by initiating a
$10-million libel suit against Denver's other daily rag,
the Rocky Mountain News. Statements criticizing the
News's racist brand of journalism have been issued
by the National Lawyers Guild, Congress of Hispan-
ic Educators, Denver Opportunity, Servicios La Raza,
Mexican American Legal Defense and Education
Fund, Manuel Salinas of the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment, and State Representative Roger Cisneros.

In order to help combat this unprecedented wave
of attacks, the committee is calling a national and
international day of solidarity with the Crusade for
Justice and the Colorado Chicano movement on
March 17. The committee reports that it has invited
Hortensia Allende, widow of Salvador Allende; Puer-
to Rican Socialist Party leader Juan Mari Brés; Los
Tres del Barrio; Angela Davis; and antideportation
leaders Mario Canti and Bert Corona to speak at the
event in Denver. ‘

The Crusade for Justice has played an important
role in the national development of the Chicano move-
ment. The March 17 event gives the whole Chicano
movement an opportunity to come to the Colorado
activists' defense. The defense committee says, "People
throughout the nation can help us on this day by
publicizing the event, its history and purpose, by or-
ganizing rallies," and through other support activities.

For further information, write Denver Chicano Lib-
eration Defense Committee, P. O. Box 18347, Denver,
Colo. 80218.

Frank Lovell -

Sit-in at Rheingold

Rheingold beer in recent years tasted about the same
as other brands and had the same alcoholic content.
Few would have missed its disappearance from the
market if it hadn't been for the workers who refused
to leave when the owners decided to close the 119-
year-old brewery in Brooklyn.

There were 1,500 who had worked there, many
of them for 25 or 30 years. Regardless of what
they thought about the quality of the beer and its
steady deterioration over the years, they have homes
in Brooklyn and families to support and they de-
pended on these jobs for their livelihood. The pay
wasn't the greatest, but they had union conditions
and earned more than unorganized workers. Most
of them were members of Brewery Workers Locals
3 and 46, affiliated with the Teamsters union.

The Rheingold Brewing Company was bought up
by Pepsico Inc. in 1972, and the new owners claim
they lost $9-million on the Brooklyn brewery last
year. It is hard to believe that a huge brewing com-
pany like Rheingold could be losing money with
beer selling at 60 cents a glass over the bar. But
company bookkeepers for giant conglomerates like
Pepsico know how to show a loss on almost any
operation in order to claim a tax deduction or shift
capital investment to another enterprise.

Whatever the real reasons may have been for order-
ing the closing of this brewery, Pepsico saw a chance
to grab a few extra million dollars by cheating the
displaced workers out of their vacation money, pen-
sions, and severance pay.

Attorneys for the Teamsters union went to court
to get injunctions against the owners and prevent the
closing of the Brooklyn brewery until a settlement
could be reached on money the workers had coming
to them.

This action probably would not have been very
successful and certainly would not have attracted
much attention if the workers had not taken matters
into their own hands. They decided to occupy the
brewery and stop the pouring of thousands of gallons

of beer into the sewers of New York.

Families of the sit-in demonstrators came to picket
in the cold outside the gates. Mrs. Mildred Mancuso,
whose husband has been with Rheingold almost eight
years, told reporters, "We don't want to go on the
breadlines. The bottom has fallen out of everything
for us."

These brewers are mostly older workers and white.
Many hold conservative political ideas. One reviled
Pepsico as "a conglomerate more anxious to sell
soft drinks in Russia then beer here." Another de-
clared, "We are not a bunch of kids having a demon-
stration. We are men who have spent our lives doing
this job and we aren't going to leave.”

Their militant action is a sign of the changing times
in this country. When the company's quest for greater
profits threatened to wreck their lives, nothing seemed
more logical to these workers than occupying the
brewery and marching in the streets. They are really
not so unlike the student antiwar demonstrators who
wanted to prepare for a useful job and didn't want
to be drafted to die in Vietnam.

Then, too, some of the brewery workers' attitudes
are liable to shift. It was a middle-aged trucker about
to be hauled away by police for blockading a high-
way last De