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The American people are beginning to suHer from fuel shortages contrived by profiteering oil trusts. For socialist view of 
'energy crisis' see pages 4, 5. 

Protest N.Y. terror bombing 
In the early evening Dec. 3 a high power killed by the blast. 
bomb demolished the New York offices of We don't yet know who carried out this 
three national civil liberties organizations- vicious attack. The Watergate revelations have 
the U. S. Committee 'for Justice to Latin Ameri- shown that the Nixon administration may 
can Political Prisoners (USLA), the Political well have been behind it, in league with ultra
Rights Defense Fund (PRDF), and the Com- rightists or local Watergaters in New York's 
mittee for Democratic Election Laws (Co DEL). police department. 

An Editorial 
Two volunteers were seriously injured and 
most of the equipment of the three organiza
tions was destroyed. 

This was one of the most serious, and po
tentially deadly, acts of right-wing violence 
in recent years. Spokespeople for the three 
groups say the bomb went off at a time when 
there is usually the greatest number of vol
unteers working in the offices. It was purely 
coincidental that more workers were not there 
on Dec. 3, and that those present were not 

Lessons learned from Watergate have also 
sensitized democratic-minded people to the 
grave threat that such attacks pose for demo
cratic rights in this country. Only hours after 
the bombing, the victimized organizations 
began receiving offers of help and statements 
of solidarity. 

Nixon would have plenty of reasons for 
putting all three of these organizations on 
his "enemies list." USLA is in the forefront 
of organizing opposition to the butchers that 
Nixon helped put in power in Chile- the 
junta of General Pinochet, which is respon
sible for the torture and slaughter of thou
sands of Chileans in the past three· months. 

Continued on page J 0 
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Bombed-out offices shared by U.S. CommiHee for Justice 
to Latin American Political Prisoners and other civil 
liberties groups. 
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In Brief 
NASHVILLE COPS GUN DOWN BLACK STUDENT: 
In the latest of a series of police killings of Blacks in 
Nashville, Tenn., cops shot down Ronald Joyce, a 19-
year-old Black student at Tennesse State University. 

One thousand Blacks, mostly students, marched through 
pouring rain to the Nashville Metro Courthouse on Nov. 
26 to protest the killing, reports Militant correspondent 
Ben Harris. The demonstration demanded an independent 
investigation and the resignation of Police Chief Hugh 
Mott Two days later, Mott resigned. 

Ronald Joyce and seven other unarmed Black youths 
had been playing craps in an empty house on Nov. 23 
when cops arrived on a tipoff about a burglary. Accord
ing to an eyewitness, the police pulled up with their lights 
flashing, jumped out of their cars, and without any warn
ing cut down Joyce as he and the others ran from the 
house. 

Another witness said he saw "four officers jump out of 
their cars. Three had shotguns. I heard three shots and 
then one of the officers hollered "halt" 

Joyce was reportedly shot in the back of the head; police 
refused to release the medical examiner's report. 

N.Y. HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS PROTEST CUT
BACKS: Four hundred Black and Puerto Rican high 
school students demonstrated for three hours outside the 
New York City board of education building on Dec. 4. 
They were demanding reinstitution of a government-funded 
program called "College Bound" that prepares poor youth 
for college. ' 

The action drew students from five high schools. They 
chanted, "College Now!~' and carried signs reading, "Col

. lege is a Necessity!" and "Save College Bound!" 
Because of cutbacks in government funds, College Bound 

has been scaled down to simply a remedial reading, math, 
and bilingual tutorial program. 

Militant correspondent Betti Sachs writes: "According 
to the demonstrators, their classes have 'increased in size 
and the program no longer provides field trips and extra
curricular activities. Furthermore, while College Bound 
used to pay the costs of college applications and entrance 
exam fees, the students must now pay these themselves." 

THOMAS WANSLEY JAILED AGAIN: Thomas Wansley, 
a 28-year-old Black man who has spent 10 years in 
prison on a long-discredited frame-up charge of raping an 
elderly white woman, in Lynchburg, Va., has been jailed 
again. A federal appeals court recently overturned a dis
trict court decision in January that had granted Wansley 
a new trial and released him on bail. 

The district court judge ruled that Wansley did not 
receive a fair trial because of "shocking ... prejudicial 
pretrial publicity." During the trial, local newspapers had 
falsely labeled Wansley a "convicted rapist" and claimed 
his lawyer, William Kunstler, was linked to "Communist
front organizations." 

But the appeals court maintained that the newspaper 
reporting was "restrained and matter-of-fact" and ordered 
the Black man jailed. 

Wansley's case was a focus of the Southern civil rights 
movement in the mid-1960s. Now supporters are again 
stepping up their efforts to free him. 

WOUNDED KNEE LEADER SPEAKS IN MINNEA
POLIS: Clyde Bellecourt, a leader of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM}, spoke to an audience of 150 at the 
Minneapolis Militant Forum Nov. 30. 

Bellecourt is one of more than 200 Indians under in
dictment from the Wounded Knee occupation; he faces 
seven charges, with a minimum sentence of 80 years if 
convicted. 

He described· how AIM was formed to deal with the 
problems that Native Americans face. It has grown from 
one chapter in 1968 to 67 chapters today, mostly on 
reservations. Seventeen chapters are in Canada. 

Bellecourt called for building a massive defense eff"rt, 
involving all organizations and individuals that oppose 
the frame-up of the Wounded Knee defendants. Some will 
be tried in St. Paul, Minn. Others are still awaiting a 
decision on where their trials will be held. 

HIGH COURT RULES ON INDIANS' FISHING 
RIGHTS: The U.S. Supreme Court has overturned a 
lower court ruling that denied fishing rights to Washington 
Indians. On Nov. 19 the high court voted unanimously 
that Puyallup Indians have the right to net steelhead 
trout, on or off their reservations. 

The ruling could have an important impact on a related 
case currently being tried in Tacoma, Wash. Fourteen 
Indian tribes are suing the state to win back their right 
to fish for steelhead, as guaranteed in an 1854 treaty. 

The Supreme Court decision grants the state the right 
to determine how many fish the tribes may catch. Wash
ington Indians are angry over this concession, since the 
state in the past has used this power to decide that Indians 

may catch no fish at all. This is one of the issues in the 
Tacoma suit 

Ramona Beimett, chairwoman of the Puyallup Tribal 
Council, called the Supreme Court decision "a recognition 
of our righ.ts," but she condemned the court's "recognizing 
a state authority to regulate which has previously been 
discriminatory to Indians." 

FOUR FROM CHICAGO SEVEN TRIAL CONVICTED 
OF CONTEMPT: Despite testimony of government spying 
and harassment of the Chicago Seven defendants and 
their lawyers during previous trials, Judge Edward Gig
noux found four of them guilty on charges of contempt 
of court. 

William Kunstler, David Dellinger, Jerry Rubin, and 
Abbie Hoffman were found guilty and will face a maximum 
of six months when sentenced. Rennie Davis, Leonard 
Weinglass, and Tom Hayden were acquitted. 

This contempt trial resulted from an earlier appeals 
court decision that threw out the Chicago Seven's con
spiracy convictions and ordered a new trial on the con
tempt charges. The original trial stemmed from charges 
that the antiwar figures conspired to disrupt the 1968 
Democratic Party convention. 

TWO JDL THUGS FACE CRIMINAL CHARGES: Two 
members of the right-wing Jewish Defense League from 
Brooklyn College face third-degree assault charges for 
attacking James Mendieta, former Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for Brooklyn district attorney. 

Mendieta stated in a preliminary hearing Dec. 4 that 
Alan Weissburg and Mitchell Yagid were part of a six
man team that brutally assaulted him on a Brooklyn 
street Oct. 24. 

The attack occurred immediately after a pro-Arab meet
ing on the campus was broken up by the JDL. Mendieta 
required seven stitches to close his head injury. 

The JDLers apparently mistook him for an Arab, since 
they yelled, "Kill the Arab bastard!" as they pounded 
him with a lead pipe. The trial is set for Jan. 8. 

FINAL NEW YORK CITY SWP ELECTION RETURNS: 
Norman Oliver, Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
mayor of New York, tallied 2,282 votes, 0.2 percent of 
the total. 

Joanna Misnik, SWP candidate for city council president, 
received 1,904 votes. Dick Roberts, SWP candidate for 
city controller, received 2,608 votes. 

Other SWP candidates for boroughwide officeswereJames 
Mendieta, for Brooklyn district attorney, 1,84 7 votes; 
Mark Friedman, for Brooklyn council-at-large, 1,692 
votes; Maxine Williams, for Brooklyn borough president, 
1, 932; B. R. Washington, for Manhattan borough presi
dent, 1,957; Richard Ariza, for Manhattan council-at-large, 
965; and Eva Chertov, candidate for city council District 
3, 334 votes. 

The Communist Party candidate for mayor tallied 3,601 
votes. 

This election was marked by the lowest voter turnout 
in decades. In addition, the ballot in voting machines 
was arranged to make it difficult to find and vote for 
minor parties, which were crammed into a confusing 
jumble on one side of the ballot. 
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UFW 
defeat antipicketing injunction 

By MIKE KELLY 
DETROIT- The United Farm Wo.rk
ers and their supporters won an im
portant victory here when an Oakland 
County judge backed d9wn on his 
earlier injunction against any picket
ing of A& P supermarkets in Michigan. 

In a new ruling Dec. 3, Judge Wil
liam Hampton stated that the farm 
workers could have as many as 
eight pickets directly in front of a 
store's door. He put no li~it on 
pickets around the store and no limit 
on boycott leaflets. 

Hampton's reversal came in the 
midst of a public outcry against ar
rests of farm workers and their sup
porters Dec. 1. Eighty-one people were 
arrested while picketing A& Ps in 
Pontiac, Troy, and St. Clair Shores. 
They were among more than 700 
picketers in 12 Michigan cities. All 
have since been released on their own 
recognizance or low bond. 

Two hundred and fifty people pro
tested these arrests Dec. 2 at a mass 
outside the Oakland County jail. The 
defiance of the injunction and the ar
rests broke the media blackout of the 
boycott. It was the first time that many 
in Michigan learned of the grape and 
lettuce boycott and the harassment of 
picketers. 

The A& P injunction was only the 
latest in a series of court orders 
against farm workers and supporters 
in this area. Pete & Frank's market 
and Farmer Jack's chain had earlier 
gotten injunctions from Hampton. 

Attempts to fight the injunctions in 
the courts proved inconclusive and 
time-consuming. Picketing was called 
off pending the outcome in the court
room. This apparently emboldened 
A& P to seek a similar injunction. 

It became apparent to boycott or
ganizers that observing the illegal in
junction while appeals were made 
would effectively destroy the boycott 
effort this winter. They decided to defy 
the ·injunction with large numbers of 
pickets, rally public support to the 
farm workers, and force a court test. 

Instead of dispersing pickets to 
every A& P in the area, organizers de
cided to focus on one A& P in each 
city. At the Highland Park A& P 80 
people marched Dec. 1. 

With 60 people at any one time, it 
was possible at the Highland Park 
store to block the entrances to the 
parking lot, giving supporters the 

Use of large picket lines and demonstrations to defeat Michigan picketing injunction is an example for boycott activists facing 
similar court orders eleswhere. 

opportunity to discuss the boycott with 
motorists. There was also a picket 
line in front of the door to the store. 

Each shopper received a leaflet ex
plaining the boycott and urging them 
not to shop at A& P. Many turned 
away, promising they would observe 
the boycott. Pickets were enthusiastic 
and· vocal; chanting, "Don't buy let
tuce, don't buy grapes! Boycott A& P!" 

Highland Park police originally an
nounced they would arrest everyone 
marching. Picketers stood their 
ground, however, pointing out that 
the injunction was issued by a circuit 
court judge and therefore could not 
be legally enforced except in his 
county. They also pointed out that 
since farm workers are not covered 
by the Taft-Hartley Act, they are not 
subject to its outlawing of secondary 
boycotts. 

The police read the injunction and 
stormed off to check with the city at
torney. They came back several times 
but had apparently been told it was 
true, since no arrests were made at 
the store. 

Boycott activists here feel this vic
tory over the antipicketing injunction 

shows the potential power of a mas
sive boycott campaign and hope to 
continue organizing large picket lines 
against stores that carry scab 
produce. 

More than 100 supporters of the 
United Farm Workers picketed two 
Safeway stores in Portland, Ore., for 
three days during the pre-Thanksgiv
ing shopping rush. 

Plans for the picket lines were pub
licized beforehand through a news con
ference Nov. 15. Speakers included 
Father Bill Davis of the Jesuit Proven
tial House and Bill McCormack, sec
retary of the Columbia River District 
Council of the International Long
shoremen's and Warehousemen's 
Union (ILWU). 

McCormack focused his remarks on 
a resolution in support of the UFW
called boycott, recently passed by this 
ILWU district. 

Joining the three days of picket lines 
were members of the ILWU, American 
Federation of State, County and Mu
nicipal Employees, and the Musicians 
Union; students from Reed College, 

Portland State University, and Mount 
Angel College; and members ofseveral 
churches. 

In Chicago, religious, Bla-ck, and 
trade-union leaders have issued a 
statement backing the farm workers' 
struggle. It was signed by Robert Mu
rillo, United Steelworkers staff repre
·sentative; Reverend Willie Barrows, 
Operation PUSH; and Ceferino Oa-
choa, Chicago Catholic Archdiocese; 
and others. The statement urges sup
port for the grape and lettuce boycott. 
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1,500 attend NY United Fann workers rally 
By RAY MARKEY 
NEW YORK- Fifteen hundred people 
packed into Hunter College auditori
um Nov. 29 to hear Cesar Chavez, 
head of the iJnited Farm Workers. 
The large turnout shows the broad 
support for the Farm Workers' strug
gle against the lettuce and grape grow
ers and the Teamster officialdom. 

The main theme of the rally was 
"Support the Boycott" of non-UFW 
grapes, iceberg lettuce, and Gallo 
wines. 

Chavez asked the predominantly stu
dent gathering to support the boycott 
for as long as necessary. He predicted 
that the struggle will be a long one, 
but said, "The Teamsters, the growers, 
the sheriffs, and the judges can't stop 
us." 

New York City Mayor John Lindsay 
also spoke, announcing that he has 
issued an executive order prohibiting 
the purchase of iceberg lettuce and 
grapes by city institutions. These in-
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stitutions are among the largest buy
ers of lettuce and grapes in the coun
try. 

Lindsay also read a proclamation 
declaring Nov. 29 "Boycott Grapes 
and Lettuce Day." 

Murray Finlay, head of the Amal
gamated Clothing Workers of Amer
ica, expressed his union's support for 
the Farm Workers and for the strik
ing Farah pants workers, most of 
whom are also Chicanos. He urged 
everyone to support the boycott of 
Farah slacks. 

Larry Friedman, president of the 
National Student Association (NSA), 
called on students to "support, partie
pate in, and publicize this boycott." 
The NSA has called for a student 
boycott of Gallo wines. 

The most enthusiastic applause of 
the night was for Michael Mann, New 
York regional director of the AFL
CIO. He declared that the 14 million 
members of the AFL-CIO stand be-

hind the Farm Workers and will not 
allow the Teamsters or the growers 
to defeat their struggle. However, he 
failed to announce any specific mea
sures planned by the AFL-CIO leader
ship to build the boycott. 

George Altomare, vice-president of 

United Farm Workers head Cesar Chavez 
addresses 'Support the BoycoH' rally. 

the United Federation of Teachers 
(UFT), spoke, and a $5,200 check 
from the New York State Federation 
of Teachers was presented to the UFW. 
When the name of UFT President Al
bert Shanker was mentioned, the audi
torium filled with boos. It was clear 
that the racist UFT head had few 
friends in the audience. 

Other speakers were Victor Gotbaum, 
executive director of District ·Council 
37, American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME), and Henry Unger, a 
young Teamster staff worker. Pete 
Seeger and a trio of farm workers 
provided entertainment. A film was 
shown of the brutal attacks on Farm 
Workers pickets by Teamster goons 
and California police last summer. 

The size and enthusiastic response 
of the crowd demonstrated the poten
tial- as yet largely untapped- that 
exists to build large boycott activi
ties all over the country. 

3 



Oil magnates set sights on No. 1 target: 
bigger profits through higher fuel prices 
By DICK ROBERTS 
The oil trusts are beginning to hit their 
number one target in the "energy cri
sis"- creating higher fuel prices. 
Union Oil, Shell, and Atlantic Rich
field raised gasoline and home-heat
ing fuel prices last week. They were 
followed quickly by Exxon, Sohio, 
and British Petroleum. 

These price rises come before the 
direct effects of the Arab boycott have 
even begun to be felt. Tankers that 
left the Middle East before the boy
cott are still arriving in the U. S. 

The U.S. oil industry registered 
profit increases of 63 percent in the 
third quarter of this year. British 
Petroleum's profit increase was a giant 
483 percent, although its sale 
increased only 30 percent. 

The present national fuel shortage 
is entirely the work of the oil trusts, 
which cut back on refining output last 
year and in th~ early part of 1973. 

But the "energy crisis" is running 
into something the monopolist per
petrators may not have counted on: 
a stubborn wall of disbelief and re
sistance on the part of the American 
people. 

While independent gas stations are going 
out of business because of 'energy crisis,' 
U.S. oil giants are enjoying 63 percent 
jump in profits. 

On the highways across the coun
try, hundreds of truck drivers blocked 
traffic. "The Great White Fathers back 
in Washington don't give a damn 
about truck drivers," said John 
Welcher, a Bennet, Iowa, driver. 
"We've got to shut down this country 
to show 'em what this is doing to us." 

The independent drivers say that 
lower speed limits and higher fuel 
prices are costing them up to $15 

_to $20 a day. In some places they 
have found service sfations charging 
double the previous prices for diesel 
fuel. 

People are being forced to drive 
more slowly; to pay higher prices for 
gas and home heating; to work at 
cooler offices and plants; to breathe 
more rotten air; small businessmen 
like gas retailers are being driven out 
of business. No one likes it. More 
and more people are saying so and 
they are saying why. Particularly sig
nificant is the fact that the blame is 
increasingly being put where it be
longs, on the oil trusts )hems elves. 

Oil squeeze 
Jack Anderson, the nationally syn

dicated columnist, declared in his Dec. 
4 column: "President Nixon simply 
hasn't leveled with his fellow Ameri
cans about the fuel crisis .. 
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"Sources close to the oil industry 
tell us some suppliers are holding 
back fuel until prices go up. Then 
they will be able to sell the same fuel 
for higher profits. Other profiteers are 
diverting oil intended for the United 
States to foreign ports where prices 
are already higher." 

In Denver, Nov. 28, the executive 
director of the Mid-West Electric Con
sumers Association, Fred Simonton, 
declared "we are being ripped off" by 
the major oil companies. 

"Simonton said the major companies 
have made all the decisions about oil, 
and that the fuel shortage would con
tinue even if Arab countries lifted their 
embargo on the sale of oil to the 
United States tomorrow," reported the 
Rocky Mountain News. 

On the Dick Cavett show Nov. 29, 
ecologist Barry Commoner declared 
that the notion that oil reserves are 
running out is a myth. According to 
Commoner, there is at least a 30-year 
supply on hand. 

Ralph Nader, on the same show, ex
plained how the oil import program is 
actually designed to drive up 
the prices of U. S. oil: "Its ultimate ef
fect is. to force consumers to buy prod
ucts made from high priced domestic 
oil ... rather than from foreign oil 
available at much lower prices." 

Commoner declared, "Don't ask the 
oil companies to produce more. Just 
subpoena all their records and see if 
they are making profits out of all the 
pain .... " 

Interior Department 
The Cavett show also reflected the 

deep suspicion that is growing of gov
ernment agencies themselves. Central 
is the Interior Department front for 
the coal-mining and oil-industry mo
nopolists. 

Nader said, " ... the Department 
of the Interior is already in 'accounts 
receivable' for the oil industry." 

The White House meanwhile moved 
to strengthen the hand of monopoly 
in energy policy decisions. A new fed
eral agency was created under Wil
liam Simon to oversee all energy ques
tions. A special agency within the In
terior Department was activated to reg
ulate fuel allocations, the Emergency 
Petroleum and Gas Administration 
(EPGA). 

Simon came to the Nixon adminis
tration in December 1972 from the 
powerful investment banking house 
of Salomon Brothers, where he was a 
senior partner pulling in an estimated 
$2,000,000 to $3,000,000 a year. 

The EPGA, according to Senator 
Lee Metcalf (D-Mont.) originated as 
"a shadow government agency which 
through Interior's Office of Oil and 
Gas, was maintained in standby readi
ness to mobilize and direct the Na
tion's petroleum and gas industries in 
the event of a national emergency." 

Said Metcalf, "The table of organiza
tion of the Emergency Petroleum and 
Gas Administration lists 24 officials 
from Exxon, 22 from Shell, 20 from 
Texaco, 15 from Mobil, 14 from At
lantic Richfield, 12 from Sun Oil, 11 
from Northern Natural Gas, 10 from 
Gulf. And so it goes, with officials 
from energy companies dominating 
most of the 476 positions already filled 
in this crucially important government 
agency now being quietly activated 
by the president. . . . " 

A button being worn around New 
York sums it up: it merely says 
"Nixxon." 

Especially hard hit in the initial 
stages of the energy squeeze are the 

Truck dr"ivers' protests express sentiment of millions of working people who don't see 
why they should foot the bill for Nixon's 'energy crisis.' 

small gasoline retailers. "Independent 
gasoline station chains are taking the 
brunt of the impact of tight gasoline 
supplies," Associated Press reported 
Nov. 23. 

"According to one estimate, they may 
have lost as much as 20 per cent 
of their business volume nationally. 

"One recent survey said members of 
a national independent retailers group 
had closed nearly 3200 of their 20,-
000 stations this year, almost half 
of them permanently .... 

"Unable to secure sufficient supplies, 
one independent company after 
another has closed stations. Some 
smaller chains have virtually gone 
out of business. Several major oil com
panies checked reported no similar 
permanent shutdowns." 

Representative William Cotter (D
Conn.) summarized the state of legis
lation on oil-industry-offensive bills, 
and the Nixon administration inten
tions, in the House, Nov. 28. "I find 
it very revealing that [Nixon] is wil
ling to spell out to the American peo
ple only two of these seven [energy] 
bills, the Alaskan Pipeline Act-which 
has since passed and been signed in
to law- and the energy research and 
development bill .... 

"He does not have the guts, however, 
to tell the American people that one 
of his bills is -another Federal tax
payers bailout for the companies that 
polluted the Santa Barbara Channel. 

"Nor will he discuss publicly another 
bill which would give the same oil 
companies that have experienced as
tronomical profits this year further 
tax breaks to 'encourage exploration.' 

"Nor will he tell the American peo
ple the fact that his bill to deregulate 
the well-head price of natural gas is 

STEIN: Greed of oil companies doesn't 
faze him. 

terribly controversial, could cost the 
American consumers an additional 
$18 billion and contains no real guar
antees that gas and oil companies 
which will reap this windfall profit 
will drill for more gas. 

"Two of his other bills offer no so
lution to our immediate problem and 
raise some very serious economic and 
environmental problems which should 
be examined carefully, and not under 
the gun. I refer to the· bill on siting 
of electriCal power plants and the bill 
on standards for strip mining." 

Voice of finance 
One indication that the ruling class 

is beginning to think twice about pop
ular resistance to the energy squeeze 
is the editorial stance of the Wall Street 
Journal. This influential paper of the 
financial barons has gone on a cam
paign to defend high oil profits. 

In its Dec. 4 issue, the Journal opines 
_that Nixon got rid of former energy
policy chief John Love because Love 
admits that "the public will not only 
be furious at the higher and higher 
prices but will also be outraged if 
this classic market solution causes 
profits to soar." But, says the Journal, 
Nixon administration officials Her
bert Stein (chief economic adviser) 
and Treasury Secretary Shultz "are 
not horrified at oil-company profits, 
nor are we. 

"In fact, if you look at profits not 
as a means to reward virtue but as 
a means to make the system work, 
they are just what the doctors ordered. 
No other measure short of sending 
the Marines to the Persian Gulf could 
increase the energy supply to meet the 
short-term problem." 

It's quite a devastating argument! 
Either send in the Marines to protect 
the overseas oil investments or let the 
oil profiteers wring the necks of the 
public. There is "no other measure." 

There are other measures, of course. 
But the Journal's editors won't con
sider them because they involve in
fringing on the "right" of the oil giants 
to squeeze the last drop of blood from 
the people in their never-ending drive 
for more and more profits. 

A system that allows these giant 
monopolies to say, "We won't give 
you fuel until we can rake in super
profits without limits," is a system that 
has to go. 

Rather than letting the almighty god 
Profit run our lives and threaten to 
drag the world into war, we should 
take over the oil corporations and 
nationalize them under workers' con
trol. That would be a step toward a 
rational society, a socialist society, 
where production will be for human 
needs, not the private profit of a hand
ful of rulers. 



Socialist hits Nixon's 'freeze with honor' 
The following sllghtly abridged remarks were 
made by Ed Heisler at a meeting of the. Coalition 
for Jobs and Economic Justice in Chicago Nov. -
29. Heisler, a 31-year-old railroad worker, is the 
Socialist Workers Party candidate for U.S. sena
tor from Dlinois. He is running against Democrat 
Adlai Stevenson III. 

The Coalition for Jobs and Economic Justice 
organized a demonstration of 6,000 to 8,000 peo
ple in Chicago Sept. 8 to protest high prices and 
unemployment. Heisler served as chairman of its 
labor committee in helping to build that march. 
Nixon went on nationwide radio and TV to- an
nounce a new attack on the living standards of 
working people and people who are unemployed 
and want to work. He said we are faced with 
an "energy shortage." I call it his "freeze with honor" 
speech. 

For the past two years we have been faced with 
wage controls that have effectively held down the 
wages of workers. We have had cutbacks in social 
services, health, education, and welfare that hurt 
the poor, ffiacks, and Latin people most. We've 
been faced with inflation, higher and higher costs, 
especially for things we need -like food. And now 
suddenly we have a fuel shortage. All of a sudden 
they can't find enough fuel. 

The fuel shortage is design~d to increase the 
profits of the oil trusts at our expense. And we, 
the people, al'e being called upon to sacrifice to 
serve the profit needs of the oil corporations. The 
oil shortage is a fraud because the oil giants like 
Texaco, Exxon, Mobil, and Gulf have deliberately 
curtailed the production of oil. They've deliberately 
cut their inventories, and they have stopped the 

Militant/Howard Petrick 

ED HEISLER:'The fuel shortage is designed to Increase 
the f)rofils of the oil trusts at our expense.' 

construction of oil refineries. There is not a single 
oil refinery under construction now in the United 
States. 

Why have the oil trusts perpetrated this energy 
fraud on the American people? 

First, they want to drive up the price of oil 
and increase their profits. In the third quarter 
of this year oil profits were up 63 percent from 
one year ago. But they want more. 

Second, they want to drive independent refineries 
and retailers out of business. Already, over 2,000 

independent gas station operators have been forced 
out of business and thousands more will follow. 
The oil trusts control 86 percent of the market. 
They want to control 100 percent of it. 

Third, they want to construct the $20-billion 
Alaskan oil pipeline without any further delays. 
Forget about environmental protection, they want 
that pipeline built. 

Fourth, they want to wipe out all existing anti
pollution laws. You can forget about the Clean 
Air Act passed in 1970. Substantial sections of 
that act will now be violated with congressional 
approval. They can pollute the land, the water, 
and the air we breathe all they want. The major 
corporations will not have to spend billions of 
dollars to install antipollution devices. 

Fifth, the oil companies want to increase the 
consumption of coal. That may sound contradic
tory; it's not. The oil companies have bought 
up 30 percent of the coal reserves, including high
sulphur coal. 

Sixth, the oil companies want to whip up racist, 
anti-Arab sentiment by claiming the Arab oil cut
off is primarily responsible for the fuel shortage. 
Less than_ 8 percent of our oil comes from the 
Middle East, and before the cutoff the government 
imposed limits on oil imports into this country. 

So the fuel shortage is a fraud from the word 
"go." The oil trusts have contrived this energy 
crisis in order to achieve their economic objectives 
at our expense. 

We'll be deprived of heat. Landlords will be 
doing their patriotic duty by cutting our heat off. 
So we can freeze with honor. Now, of course, 
Nixon's not going to freeze. He's usually in Key 
Biscayne or San Clemente. 

Unemployment is going to increase. Thousands 
of working people are already bf)ing laid off due 
to the fuel shortage. 

The price of utilities will be driven up. Shortages 
of many commodities will develop. The prices 
of food, clothing, and shelter- the things we need
will escalate. 

Now, what can we do about it? Obviously we 
must do something. I'd like to offer a few sug
gestions for discussion. 

First, the oil trusts operate in complete secrecy. 
They don't release any information about any
thing they do. Try going down to the Standard 
Oil building and tell them you would like to see 
all their facts and figures on where they're refining 
oil, and how much, what they have on reserve. 
Ask them any questions and they'll kick you out 
of the office. 

They aren't telllng anything. It's all a big secret. 
We should demand that all these oil trusts open 
up their books, all of their records and plans, 
and all of their" correspondence for our inspection. 
We have a right to find out exactly what they are 
doing and why. No secrets! We should demand 
they open their books to inspection by unions 
and community groups. 

Second, there should be no layoffs due to this 
contrived fuel shortage. No one should be put out 
of work. We demanded in our demonstration here 
Sept. 8 "Jobs for all." We still want jobs for all. 

I was active in the antiwar movement back in 
1964 and '65 when most people supported or 
went along with the Vietnam war. People didn't 
know the truth about the war. So ~one of the first 
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'We all have our burdens to bear' 

activities of the antiwar movement was organizing 
meetings to get out the truth. We called them teach
ins. 

We might consider organizing a big public meet
ing with competent speakers who are familiar with 
this fraud to get out the truth on the so-called 
energy crisis. 

Question: You said let's go to the Standard Oil 
Company. I represent 3,700 people myself (United 
Auto Workers representative). How do you pro
pose to go into a private industry and ask to 
see their books? 
Answer: A lot of people are going to be up in 
arms over this fuel crisis; they are really going 
to 'feel it. If we can organize a big successful meet
ing, the med.ia would be there, and a motion could 
be presented to the body that a delegation made 
up of trade unionists, representatives of community 
organizations and ecology groups be sent to the 
office of Standard Oil to demand the right to see 
their books. The press would be there and if they 
say, "No," that means they are hiding something, 
right? That would help educate people and would 
demonstrate that the oil trusts are hiding some
thing and that this energy crisis is a fraud. That 
is one possible way of doing it. 

Question: How would you deal with the question 
of layoffs? 
Answer: There is one simple way to fight on that 
question, especially when workers have a union. 
We should spread the available work to all of 
the workers and reduce the workweek without any 
reduction in pay, so that everyone is working 
who wants to. That can be done. 

It might cut into the bosses' profits a little bit, 
but that's tough! We have to live, too. That's what 
this system means, profits come first and we come 
last. And we have to fight that. 

Capitalist aim: beat back ecology gains 
The air is getting fouler, the land will be despoiled, 
the water mucked up with oil spills. These are 
some of the immediate effects of the manipula
tion of our energy supply by the oil monopolies. 

These tyrants are determined to beat back the 
gains of the environmental movement to clear 
their way for hauling in even more profits. 

Maurice Granville, chairman of the board of 
Texaco, put it bluntly: the so-called energy crisis 
has helped the oil industry in "correcting the over
reaction to environmental and consumerist concerns 
reflected in current statutes and regulations," he 
said. These laws are all too weak as they are now; 
but they only exist because of pressure from masses 
of people who protested the ravaging of our en
vironment by profit-mad corporations-the energy 
industry foremost among them. 

Stewart Brandberg, head of the Wilderness So
ciety, which fought against the Alaska pipeline, 
summed up what's going on: "The moneymaking 
interests are obviously mounting a massive strat
egy to undo all the constructive environmental 
programs." 

For its part, the National Association of Manu-
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facturers is urging "removal of arbitrary restric
tions on the development of energy sources." 

Some of the "arbitrary restrictions" to be removed 
involve limits or prohibition on: burning high
sulfur coal; strip mining; off-shore oil drilling; 
shale oil mining; and expansion of nuclear power 
facilities. The Alaska pipeline has already been 
approved. 

To take just one example, the Nixon gang has 
decided to open up vast expanses of federally 
owned shale-oil reserves in the Rocky Mountain 
states to private developers. It's possible that 
nuclear bombs will be exploded underground to 
heat the rock and release the oil. 

Alternatively, gigantic mounds of the rock can 
be dug up and processed. But, unlike coal, the 
rock actually takes up more space after the oil 
has been removed, since it's broken up. This· scrap 
will be strewn all over the place. When it rains, 
residual salts would be released and swept into 
rivers, polluting the water. 

But, says Interior Secretary Rogers Morton, 
"Some impacts on the air, water, land, wildlife, and 

the .remote and primitive quality of the area on 
and around the prototype sites are unavoidable." 

"Unavoidable," that is, if money is to be made. 

A bird, victim of oil spill. Destruction of environment 
is worth it to capi-talists ilprofits are involved. 
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Saigon steps UP- attacks 

U.S. threatens to renew Vietnam bombing 
From Intercontinental Press 

"Only a handful of people know how 
tempted President Nixon was to order 
the resumption of limited, punitive 
bombing of North Vietnam in early 
September. This action was under con
sideration in Washiligton because Ha
noi had not responded to Nixon's 
demand to dismantle Soviet-built 
SAM-2 missile sites at Khe Sanh. Be
fore taking the bombing step, how
ever, Nixon turned to Moscow. Under 
strong Soviet pressure, the North Viet
namese agreed to dismantle the sites 
in South Vietnam and move them 
back to a position just north of the 
17th Parallel, where the America.ns 
were prepared to accept Hanoi's 
argument that they serve as defensive 
weapons." 

This small item, which appeared in. 
the "Intelligence" column of the No
vember 12 Far Eastern Economic Re
view, underlines the actual nature of 
the "peace" in Indochina- continued 
attacks and threats by Washington 
and Saigon .against the liberation 
forces· under the guise of enforcing the 
tei?DS of the Paris accords. Thus, to 
give his recent escalation of "land
grabbing" operations the cover of "de
fensive actions, n Thieu charged that 
.the North Vietnamese and Provision
al Revolutionary Government forces 
are planning an offensive against Sai
gon. Such charges are intended to 
justify the continued military aid that 
the Pentagon lias been pouring into 
Thieu' s coffers. 

Those who thought congressional 
"antiwar" legislation would bar a re
sumption of U. S. bombing are in for. 
a rude awakening. Defense Secretary 
James Schlesinger told a November 
30 news conference that Nixon could 

order renewed bombing on the 
authority of the War Powers A<;t 
passed last month by Congress over 
Nixon's veto. That is the opinion of 
State Department legal specialists, 
Schlesinger said. 

The War Powers Act was hailed 
by most liberal politicians as a re
assertion of congressional authority 
over warmaking- a measure that 
would prevent future Vietnams. In 
reality the bill authorized the presi
dent to commit troops to combat for 
60 to 90 days without any congres
sional approval. 

This provision, the White House 
now says, supersedes legislation that 
was supposed to outlaw any further 
U.S. military action in Indochina. 
Schlesinger's action in publicity call
ing attention to this interpretation was 
a direct threat against the Vietnamese. 

For ·its. part, the PRG has been re
·sponding to the attacks of the Sai
gon regime. On October 15, the PRG 
issued an order to its forces "to re
double vigilance and to respond with 
arms and appropriate forces anywhere 
as long as Saigon continues acts of 
war and sabotage" of the Paris ac
cords. David Binder, reporting in the 
October 25 New York Times, noted 
that some U.S. national security of
ficials considered the North Vietnam
ese "build-up" in the south as simply 
a move "to protect Communist en
claves and base areas in the South 
from incursions by the South Viet
namese [sic]." 

Such incursions took on a broader 
dimension in the province of Tay 
Ninh, an area controlled by the libera
tion forces. James M. Markham, in a 
November 24 dispatch from Saigon-to 
the New York Times, reported that the 

In blatant violation of Paris treaty, Nixon plans to give Thieu new fighter-bombers 
with higher bomb payloads to replace F-5slike this one. 

Saigon Air Force had staged more 
than 100 bombing raids against the 
airfields of Katum and Thien Ngon, 
in Tay Ninh. Saigon sources said this 
was the heaviest bombing since the 
signing of the Paris accords in Janu
ary. 

In addition, heavy fighting has al
so been waged in the Mekong Delta 
over control of the fall rice harvest. 
A battle on November 21 left more 
than 100 dead ·there. 

Colonel Le Nguyen Vy of Saigon's 
Fifth Infantry Division, harping on 
the possibility of a Hanoi-PRG offen- . 
sive, told New York Times correspon
dent James F. Clairity on November 
21 that Saigon could use more Amer
ican military support. "We do not 
think you will send troops," Clairity 
quoted him as saying, "but we need 
arms, fuel. And we would need air 
support, tactical and strategic .... We 
need support like the support you give 
Israel." 

Just eight days later, Clairity re
ported that "knowledgeable South Viet
namese Air Force officials say they 
are convinced that the United States 
will soon begin replacing Government 
fighter-bombers destroyed since the 
cease-fire with faster, more maneuver
able models of the supersonic planes." 
The Saigon officials expected delivery 
of the first three or four planes be
fore the end of the year and of 100 
by the end of 1974. The new F-5Es 
are reputed to have greater "defensive" 
capabilities than the old F-5s 
for aerial dogfights- yet there have 
been virtually no dogfights since the 
beginning of the war. Perhaps Thieu 
wants the F-5Es because they carry 
larger bombloads than the old F-5s. 

Just as the attacks of the Saigon re
gime began to pick up, Peking gave 
the knife of betrayal another twist. 
On November 23, Nguyen Huu Tho, 
president of the Provisional Revolu-

Continuecl on page 22 

Protest U.S. mav.ors' conference 
15,000 march for Puerto Rican independence 
By JOSE G. PEREZ 
SAN JUAN, P.R.-Shouts of"Yanqui 
Go Home!" resounded through one of 
the plushest tourist districts of San 
Juan as 15,000 to 20,000 proindepen
dence demonstrators inarched to pro
test a convention of U.S. mayors be
ing held here. 

Other popula:r chants at the Dec. 2 
march were "Against the High Cost 
of Living-Working Class Fight 
United!" and "Puerto Rico Socialist
Out with the Capitalists!" 

Gerald Ford, Nixon's vice-presiden
tial nominee, had been scheduled as 
a featured speaker at the. mayors' 
gathering. But the politically embar
rassing prospect of thousands of 
Puerto Ricans demonstrating against 
him and the mayors led to the can
cellation of Ford's speaking engage
ment. Phony "security" reasons were 
cited. 

The demonstration was called by 
an ad hoc coalition of proindepen
dence organizations and individuals, 
fucluding the Puerto Rican Socialist 
Party (PSP); the recently founded 
Movlmiento Socialista Popular (MSP 
-Popular Socialist Movement); and 
Carlos Gallisa, a proindependence 
and socialist legislator in the Puerto 
Rican House of Representatives. 

The march was also sponsored by 
the two large socialist groups on 
Puerto Rican campuses, the Juventud 
lndependentista Universitaria (JIU
Pro-Inde.pendence University Youth) 
and the Federaci6n Universitaria Pro-

andependencia (FUPI-Pro-Indepen
dence University Federation.) 

The JIU and FUPI initiated com
mittees on many campuses to mobilize 
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San Juan. Demonstrators raised demands against superport, against high cost of living, 
and for freedom for political prisoners. 

students for the march. Most of the 
demonstrators were young people. 

The march was followed by a short 
rally addressed by Noel Col6n Mar
tinez, chairman of the organizing com
mittee for the march. 

He explained the five main slogans 
of the march: Independence Now; 
Against the Superport; Free Puerto 
Rican Political Prisoners; Against the 
High Cost of Living; and Against 
Discrimination against Puerto Ricans 
in the United States. 

These slogans, he said, summarized 
some of the main problems facing 

Puerto Rican working people. He 
·pointed to the Yanqui mayors as rep
resentatives of the force that oppresses 
Puerto Ricans both in the U.S. and 
on the island, that is, the U.S. im
perialists. 

Many marchers noted that this dem
onstration was significantly smaller 
than the one held two years ago pro
testing a similar U.S. governors' con
ference. The size of the earlier march 
had been estimated at 50;000 to 
100,000. 

A significant reason why this year's 
march wa·s smaller was the refusal 

to participate by the Puerto Rican In
dependence Party (PIP), led by Ruben 
Berrios. 

Two years ago the PIP joined with 
other groups in sponsoring the march. 
This time, instead of cosponsoring the 
demonstration, the PIP leadership or
ganized a boycott of it, saying that 
mass marches are not an effective 
means of struggle. It counterposed a 
campaign to have PIP activists visit 
every home on the island during the 
weekend of the march. 

One building action for the march 
drew more than 2,000 people to dem
onstrate in front of La Fortaleza, the 
governor's mansion in San ~uan, on 
Nov. 28. 

That demonstration also brought to
gether two unions rtow striking against 
the government and a coalition of 
_private university students, who were 
demanding that the government con
tinue to provide scholarship funds. 

At the joint protest in front of La 
Fortaleza it was announced .that the 
governor's office had agreed to pro
vide $4-million for scholarships in the 
coming year, about the same amount 
provided this year. The government 
had previously planned to provide 
no scholarship funds for private uni
versity students in 197 4. 

This aid is particularly important 
because private colleges have a much 
higher percentage of working-class stu
dents than the public higher education 
system. 

As of Dec. 2, however, the govern
ment has still refused to give in to 
demane for higher pay and better 
working conditions for striking fire
men and workers at the government's 
automobile insurance administration. 



~gate shakes illusions in SY.Siem 

Poll: 'Something deeply wrong' with gov't 
By CAROLINE LUND 
Along with this week's batch of scan
dalous revelations came results of a 
survey showing that Watergate has 
made most Americans lose confidence 
in almost all the basic institutions of 
this society. 

A majority of those questioned- 53 
percent- thought "there is something 
deeply wrong in America." 

According to Louis Harris- who 
was commissioned to do the opinion 
poll for the Senate Subcommittee on 
Intergovernmental Relations- this 
was the first time a majority had felt 
this way since the assassinations of 
Dr. Martin Luther King and Senator 
Robert Kennedy in 1968. 

The survey was conducted this fall, 
prior to Agnew's resignation. The pur
pose of the poll was to compare the 
feelings of the public with those of 
politicians in office. Not surprisingly, 
while most people felt pessimistic and 
alienated fro.m the government, the 
officeholders expressed the view that 
everything was fine. 

According to the New York Times 
account of the survey, the capitalist 
politicians said the problems produc
ing public cynicism were "transitory." 

But this is not the way most Ameri
cans look at it. Asked what they 
thought was wrong with the country, 
people most often cited corruption, 
greed, and secrecy in government, and 
the threat to personal privacy from 
"wiretapping and spying under the ex
cuse of national security." 

Seventy-two percent cited economic 
problems as another cause of their 
loss of confidence in the government. 

The Times summary of the survey 
said "Of many familiar institutions in 
society- including medicine, the mili
tary, organized religion, government, 
universities and labor unions- only 
television news and the press have 
risen in the public's esteem since 
1966." 

While 45 percent of the public felt 
that the "quality of life" in this coun
try has deteriorated in the past 10 
years, only 6 percent of the capitalist 
politicians felt it had deteriorated, and 
84 percent claimed it had improved. 

Measured against a "scale of aliena
tion" that Harris has been using for 
10 years, it was found that 55 percent 
of the public "expressed disenchant
ment," as compared with only 29 per
cent in 1966. 

The conclusion of the survey, as ex
pressed by the Times, was that people 
are "disillusioned, disenchanted and 
cynical," while elected officials are "out 
of step with their constituents." 

This poll is one of the most exten
sive surveys in recent years to shed 
light on the process of radicalization 
affecting millions of people, a process 
that has been given a new impetus by 
Watergate as well by the inability of 
the government to do anything about 
skyrocketing inflation. 

The poll clearly shows the problem 
for the ruling class that lies at the 
heart of Watergate: how to restore 
illusions (i.e. "confidence") in the in
stitutions of capitalist society that are 
being exposed as corrupt and un
democratic by the continuing Water
gate revelations. 

The message of this survey has not 
been lost on the ruling circles. They 
are doing everything they can to work 
out a way to get rip of Nixon as pain
lessly for their system as possible. The 
New York Times, a mouthpiece for 
powerful sections of the capitalist 
class, warned in an editorial Nov. 29 
that "to let the case against Mr. Nixon 
ferment in its present imprecise and 
emotional political context much 
longer" would be "dangerous" and 
"would perpetuate the mood of distrust 
and despair" among the public. 

Meanwhile, scandals continued to 
proliferate, including the following: 

e On Nov. 30 the Washington Star
News exposed the fact that at least 
40 foreign correspondents have been 
on the payroll of the CIA, using their 
newspaper jobs as "cover" for spying 
operations. 

After a review of the situation, CIA 
director William Colby ordered the 
continuation of the program. "Auth
oritative sources" told the Star-News 
that the CIA also plans to continue 
the "quiet, informal relationship" that 
has existed for years between report
ers and editors both here and abroad, 
who regularly pass information to the 
CIA without ostensible payment. 

Revelations by columnist Jack An
derson have shown the interlocking 
nature of spying operations by both 
the CIA and the capitalist political 
parties. Last August, Anderson re
vealed that Seymour Freidin, London 
bureau chief for the Hearst press, 
worked as a political spy for the Com
mittee for the Reelection of the Presi-

dent (CREEP) in 1972, while in the 
1950s and 1960s he had been a paid · 
ipformer for the CIA while a reporter 
for the New York Herald Tribune. 

e Nixon's new efforts to "explain" 
his personal finances have fallen flat. 
The White House released a report 
by an accounting firm trying to show 
how Nixon could have paid legally 
for his luxury estates, but "the figures 
simply do not add up," concluded the 
editors of the New York Times. 

It has also been revealed that Nixon 
put $100,000 in his friend Bebe Re
bozo's bank just at the time billion
aire Howard Hughes had given Re-

bozo $100,000, supposedly for the 
Nixon election campaign. Both 
Hughes and Rebozo are heavily in
volved in investments in gambling ca
sinos in Nevada and the Bahamas. 

• In response to the growing evi
dence that Nixon used his office to 
enrich himself, the president made a 
desperate attempt to appear as a pub
lic benefactor by suggesting that he 
plans to donate his estate to the pub
lic after his and his wife's deaths. 

The White House has also put out 
a brochure inviting government agen
cies to use the "Western White House" 
for their meetings- as well as fishing, 
swimming, bullfights, and other en
ticements. This was to try to make 
the San Clemente estate appear not 
to be just Nixon's personal mansion. 
The government officials will be 
flown to California at public expense, 
of course. 

e Jack Anderson reported in his 
Dec. 2 column, "We have now pains
takingly traced at least $5-million 
from oil and gas sources into Presi
dent Nixon's campaign" in 1972. 

Anderson guesses that "this may 
help explain why the great oil crisis 
doesn't seem to have hurt the big oil 
companies. Only their customers are 
suffering." 

Three days earlier Anderson re
vealed that a contribution of $250,000 
from the Hospital Supply Corporation 
in 1972 was followed by the appoint
ment of John Hill, a Hospital Supply 
vice-president, to an advisory commit-
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tee of the Cost of Living Council, 
which recently announced approval of 
a 9 percent increase in hospital bills. 

Last month the council also cut back 
pay raises won by poorly paid New 
York hospital workers, most of them 
Black, Puerto Rican, and female. 

e Still other revelations were com
ing out on Nixon's use of the Small 
Business Administration to buy sup
port for his administration from 
Blacks. In particular, a congressional 
subcommittee is investigating charges 
that administration favors went to Dr. 
Thomas Matthew of the National Eco
nomic Growth and Reconstruction Or
ganization (NEGRO)- a group pro
moting Nixon's "black capitalism"
and to pro football player Bennie Mc
Rae, who campaigned for Nixon in 
1972. 

e On the White House tapes front, 
Continued on poge 22 

Anti-Nixon suit by SWP hits new 'enemies list' 
Hundreds of new names on the White 
House "enemies" list have come to 
light, including the name of Debby 
Bustin, a plaintiff in the suit against 
government Watergating by the So
cialist Workers Party and Young 
Socialist Alliance. 

Bustin, who was the SWP candidate 
for mayor of Atlanta this fall, was 
placed on the secret list because of 
her role in the antiwar movement. As 
a leader of the Student Mobilization 
Committee (SMC), she signed her 
name to an antiwar ad in 1971. 

A copy of the ad, with the names 
of all the signers, was later distributed 
to White House aides with a cover 
letter reading, "Please add the attached 
to your copy of the Opponents List." 

Other names in the ad are Jerry 
Gordon, Ruth Gage-Colby, and James 
Lafferty, of the National Peace Action 
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Antiwar and socialist leader Debby Bustin 
is one of Nixon's 'enemies.' Here she 
speaks to 500,000 antiwar demonstrators 
at Capitol, April24, 1971. 

Coalition; Rodolfo "Corky" Gonzales, 
Denver Crusade for Justice; Jose Angel 
Gutierrez, Texas Raza Unida Party; 
Coretta Scott King; and members of 
Congress, trade-union leaders, and 
other activists in the pe~ce movement. 
The ad asked for contributions to 
build antiwar demonstrations on Oct. 
13 and Nov. 6, 1971. 

The Dec. 4 New York Post reported 
an additional new list of "enemies," 
including former undersecretary of 
state Averell Harriman, Clarence 
Mitchell of the NAACP, and all 100 
people who sponsored a dinner for 
United Auto Workers official Victor 
Reuther in 1972. The Post said the 
list includes 500 names in all. 

The revelation of the new White 
House "enemies" confirms the charge 
that antiwar leaders and socialists 
have also been singled out for vic-

timization by the Nixon administra
tion. 

This pattern of harassment by the 
government is the focus of the suit 
filed by the SWP and YSA. The two 
groups charge Nixon and other gov
ernment officials with use of Water
gate-style tactics against their mem
bers and election campaign sup
porters. Bustin and iiix other SWP 
candidates for mayor in the 1973 elec
tions are plaintiffs in the suit. 

The suit demands an injunction 
against government wiretapping, mail 
tampering, burglary, surveillance, 
bombing, and other forms of harass
ment and intimidatipn. It also seeks 
a ruling that the attorney general's 
"subversive" list- the "legal" enemies 
list- is unconstitutional. 

The Political Rights Defense Fund 
(PRDF) is organizing publicity and 
fund-raising activities to back the suit. 
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Coast to coast solidarity with bomb victims 
Supporters of democratic rights from 
around the country have voiced an 
immediate response in defense of the 
three civil liberties organizations 
whose offices were dynamited in New 
York Dec. 3. 

The three groups that were victims 
of the attack are the U.S. Committee 
for Justice to Latin American Political 
Prisoners (USLA), the Political Rights 
Defense Fund (PRDF), and the Com
mittee for Democratic Election Laws 
(CoDEL). 

Chapters of USLA and PRDF in sev
eral cities organized news conferences 
immediately after the bombing to de
nounce the attack and appeal for 
broad support. 

At the time of the bombing, the San 
Francisco Bay Area USLA chapter 
was building a rally and teach-in on 
political repression in Chile and Brazil. 
At the news conference held Dec. 5 
to announce these activities, protests 
were also raised against the bombing 
of the USLA national office. 

Catherine Siskron of USLA told the 
well-attended news conference that "our 
rally and teach-in take on an addition
al meaning since this bombing-not 
only as a rally in defense of Latin 
American political prisoners, but also 
to show that we will not be intimidated 
by terrorist actions similar to those 
used by the Chilean junta to suppress 
civil liberties in Chile." Alan Grady of 
the PRDF also spoke. 

Ying Lee Kelley, Berkeley city coun
cilwoman, told reporters, "On Monday 
the USLA office in New York was 
bombed .... volunteers were badly 
hurt. Their blood joins that of count
less people who are prisoners because 
our government helped to destroy the 
democratic governments of Chile and 
Brazil." 

Another Berkeley councilwoman, 
Ilona Hancock, stated, "It is my hope 
that the U.S. Committee for Justice 
to Latin American Political Prisoners 
will not be intimidated by this brutal 
attack but instead will carry on their 
work to inform Americans of the in
justices committed by Latin American 
regimes upon those who dissent." 

California Congressman Ronald Del
lums, who provi~ed a room for the 
news conference, sent a statement con
demning the attack and saying that 
"such violent actions demonstrate the 
fear that many in our country have 
for those who actively embrace hu
manistic goals." 

Statements of solidarity · also came 
from the North American Congress 
on Latin America (NACLA), Non
Intervention in Chile (NICHE), and 

chapter. 

state legislator Willie Brown. 
Other prominent individuals sent 

statements to the national office of 
USLA. Corliss Lamont said: "This 
was an outrageous thing to bomb 
these offices, and it was done by peo
ple opposed to the policies of the orga
nizations in the offices. As chairman 
of the National Emergency Civil Lib
erties Committee, I denounce all such 
acts of violence and call upon the 
New York City police to find the crim
inals and give greater protection." 

Journalist Nat Hentoff said, "I'm 
glad but not surprised that USLA 
will not be intimidated by this act, 
which characterizes the kind of op
ponents they have in Latin America 
as well as here." 

Feminist Betty Friedan stated, "I am 
horrified at this increase in violence 
against those who oppose reactionary 
regimes." 

In Chicago, political and labor fig
ures released a common statement 
reading: "We vigorously condemn the 
criminal and cowardly bombings of 
the New York offices of the Political 
Rights Defense Fund. This attack on 
an organization dedicated to human 

. and civil liberties is an attack on the 
rights of all Americans. We demand 
that the federal, state, and local gov
ernments concerned carry out a vig
orous investigation of this attack and 
prosecute the perpetrators to the fullest 
extent of the law." 

The statement was signed by: Rev
erend Jesse Jackson of Operation 
PUSH; Charles Hayes, district direc
tor, Chicago-area United Auto Work
ers; Jim Wright, staff representative 
from UAW Chicago district; Neal 
Bratcher, director; district number 3 
AFSCME; Robert Vaughn, Amalga-

CHARLES HAYES: Prosecute the bombers 

mated Clothing W orkers;DonaldJ ones, 
American Federation of Government 
Employees; Tommy Brisco, American 
Postal Workers Union; Lillian Jami
son, Shoe Workers union; and Jack 
Spiegel, Shoe Workers union. 

In Denver a news conference was 
organized Dec. 5 by representatives 
of the PRDF, the Socialist Workers 
Party, as well as Lovida Rodriguez 
of the Weld County Raza Unida Party 
and Linda Wine of USLA. 

A statement of solidarity was sent 
by three student leaders from Den
ver North Community College: Black 
Student Alliance president Darryl 
Clark, student government president 
Jim Krasovish, and school newspaper 
editor Dan Sullivan. 

The student leaders called the bomb
ing "a blatant act of terror aimed at 
silencing this organization[USLA] and 
intimidating all those who oppose the 
policies of the Chilean junta." 

NY pickets outnumber Chile junta backers 
By MEG ROSE 
NEW YORK- Twelve hundred dem
onstrators protested a benefit concert 
held here Dec. 5 for the Chilean junta, 
refusing to be intimidated by the 
bombing attack two days before on 
the U.S. Committee for Justice to 
Latin American Political Prisoners 
(USLA). In spite of a drenching rain
storm, the demonstration was spirited 

·and larger than the attendance at the 
pro-junta concert. 

USLA and the Chile Solidarity 
Committee (CSC) cosponsored the 
action. The demands were for an 
end to repression in Chile, a halt to 

U.S. aid to the junta, and U.S. 
asylum for refugees from Chile. 

Other groups sponsoring or partici
pating in the demonstration were the 
Carlos Feliciano Defense Committee, 
United Farm Workers, Young Social
ist Alliance, North American Congress 
on Latin America, Young Workers 
Liberation League, Coalici6n de 
Latinoamericanos y Amigos de 
Latinoamerica, Socialist Workers 
Party, and Communist Party. 

Individuals endorsing the protest in
cluded Nat Hentoff, Betty Friedan, 
Noam Chomsky, Jules Feiffer, and 

Annette Rubenstein. 
Shouting, "Chile, Si! Junta, No!", 

"USA Out of Chile!" and "Pinochet! 
Assassin!", the demonstrators chanted 
the loudest whenever people arrived 
across the street at Town Hall audi
torium to attend the concert for the 
Chilean butchers. 

Protesters also held a short rally. 
Speaking for USLA, Patti Iiyama 
urged opponents of the junta to or
ganize similar actions wherever repre
sentatives of the Chilean military re
gime appear. 

liyama described the Dec. 3 bomb
ing of the USLA office here and an-

Defend Chile political prisoners 
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Among the thousands of political 
prisoners whose liveS' are in danger 
in Chile, there are a number of 
political and cultural figures whose 
cases are being specially publicized 
by the U. S. Committee for Justice 
to Latin American Political Prison
ers (USLA). This effort has put the 
spotlight on the repression in Chile 
and maximizes the possibility of sav
ing the lives of these and other 
victims of the reactionary junta. 

Among the cases. being singled 
out are those of Marxist scholars 
Luis Vitale and Hector Gutierrez. 
Both are professors and authors 
who have long been active in the 
labor movement. They aremembers 
of the Fourth International, the 
world Trotskyist organization. 

Both are being held incommuni
cado, and reports from Chile in
dicate that Gutierrez is expected to 

face a military tribunal in the near 
future if he hasn't already. Friends 
and supporters of Vitale and Gu
tierrez in Chile have asked for in
ternational support for demands 
that organizations such as the Red 

LUIS VITALE: life in danger 

Cross and Amnesty International 
be permitted to interview them, to 
determine the state of their health, 
and to inform the world of their 
situation. 

Another political figure whose 
plight USLA is focusing on is 
Chilean Communist Party head 
Luis Corvalan. According to re
ports in the Soviet newspaper Prav
da cited in the Dec. 4 Daily World, 
Corvalan has been taken to the 
notorious island prison of Dawson 
in the subarctic zone of Chile. Pris
oners in this concentration camp 
have little chance of survival. 

USLA asks that organizations· 
and individuals send telegrams or 
letters of protest concerning these 
political prisoners to General Augus
to Pinochet, cjo Chilean Embassy, 
1730 Massachusetts Ave. N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 

nounced that USLA is stepping up its 
campaign in defense of Chilean politi
cal prisoners and all victims of re
pression in Latin America. Now more 
than ever, she explained, a united 
show of strength against the terror of 
the Chilean junta and its supporters 
in the U.S. is necessary. 

Professor James Ritter, who was in 
Chile at the time of the coup and who 
was beaten in prison, described the 
junta's assassination and torture of 
political prisoners. "This," he said, "is 
what the junta claims is necessary to 
get back to normalcy and 'restore' 
Chile!" 

Representing the Chile Solidarity 
Committee, Alan Howard spoke 
on the role of the U. S. in the Chile 
coup and the economic aid given to 
the Pinochet regime by American im
perialism. 

Jose Garcia, a WNET-TV news
caster recently fired for criticizing the 
coup, was scheduled to speak as well, 
but the rally had to be shortened be
cause of the weather. Before his ouster 
by the network owners, Garcia was the 
producer of a popular weekly sho~, 
"Realidades," with a wide audience of 
Spanish-speaking New Yorkers. 

Following the coup in Chile, he pro
duced a special program on gains 
won during Allende's regime and the 
role of companies like ITT. After the 
first showing of the program, repeats 
were canceled, the videotape partially 
destroyed, and Garcia was fired. 

USLA has initiated a campaign to 
publicize Garcia's case and is cur
rently petitioning to win back his 
job. USLA is also demanding that the 
film be restored and shown again to 
the public. 



Deadl}! bomb destrov.s offices 

Terrorists attack NY civil liberties groups 
By CAROLINE LUND 
NEW YORK-At 7:15 p.m. on Dec. 
3 a powerful bomb destroyed the of
fices of three organizations fighting 
for democratic rights and injured two 
volunteers working there. 

It was only by coincidence that the 
offices were not filled with more volun
teers and staff workers. The blast was 
strong enough to have killed anyone 
near it. 

Those injured- 21-year-old Karen 
Clahassy and 23-year-old Caleb Mur
dock- were from the U. S. Committee 
for Justice to Latin American Political 
Prisoners (USLA). They were in the 
office working to build a demonstra
tion sponsored by USLA, the Chile 
Solidarity Committee, and many other 
organizations, against a representa
tive of the Chilean military junta. The 
junta representative was scheduled to 

. speak two days later at Town Hall, 
attempting to generate support and 
funds for Chile's rightist regime. 

Since the Sept. 11 coup in Chile, 
USLA has been in the forefront of 
publicizing and protesting the execu
tions, torture, and denial of civil and 
human rights by the military regime 
there. 

The two other organizations that 
use the same offices with USLA are 

Militant/Caroline 

USLA volunteer Caleb Murdock suffered 
fractured arm. Another activist was hos
pitalized with skull fracture. · 

the Political Rights Defense Fund and 
the Committee for Democratic Election 
Laws. 

The Political Rights Defense Fund 
(PRDF) is organizing support for a 
suit against the Nixon administration 
for using violence, sabotage, and spy
ing against the Socialist Workers 
Party and the Young Socialist Al
liance. 

The Committee for Democratic Elec
tion Laws (CoDEL) has fought for 
equitable treatment for smaller parties 

' and Black and Puerto Rican candi
dates in national and local elections. 

There is no proof as yet of .who is 
responsible for the bomb, representa
tives of the three groups said at a joint 
news conference the day after the 
bombing. However, each of the 
spokespeople pointed out compelling 
reasons why it could have been 
directed at any one of them. 

Standing amidst the rubble in the 
gutted offices, Caleb Murdock told 
The Militant what the blast was like. 
"The first thing I felt was a tremendous 
pressure from the explosion," he said. 
"It was like my chest was collapsing. 
Then all the lights went out and it 
was chaos, with things falling and 
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flying all over." 
Murdock suffered a fractured arm 

and lacerations requiring 15 to 20 
stitches, as he was flung against a 
bookcase. He had brought along the 
blood-soaked shirt that he was wear
ing at the time to show reporters at 
the well-attended news conference. 

Karen Clahassy, the other USLA 
volunteer, was hospitalized with a 
skull fracture and a four-inch gash on 
her head. 

The bomb, which police experts 
called a ''high yield" device, de
molished several walls, and blew dut 
the doors and internal mechanisms of 
three elevators on the third floor of the 

Appeal 
for help 

At a news conference Dec. 4 the 
U.S. Committee for Justice to Latin 
American Political Prisoners, the 
Committee for Democratic Election 
Laws, and the Political Rights De
fense Fund made a special appeal 
for financial contributions and other 
forms of support to enable them to 
continue with their work. 

Judy White of USLA said fue 
three groups have to find new of
fices as well as replace typewriters, 
mimeograph machines, furniture, 
and supplies destroyed by the bomb 
attack on the offices they shared. 
She estimated that to ge~ set up 
again in new offices the threegroups 
would need a total of .$8,000 to 
$10,000. 

Contributions should be sent to 
each of the groups at the address. 
of the destroyed offices: 150 Fifth 
Ave., Room 311, New York, N.Y. 
10011. Volunteers are also needed. 
Phone numbers in New York are: 
USLA, 691-2880; PRDF, 691-3270; 
and CoDEL, 691-3495. 

office building. Police said the ex
plosion was of such intensity that it 
would be hard to tell much about the 
type of device used. 

The explosive was placed behind 
a radiator in the hallway, directly 
in front of the doors to the USLA, 
PRDF, and CoDEL offices. 

Judy White, a staff member of 
USLA, told the press she would not 
be surprised if the bomb was the work 

ne lu 

Syd Stapleton of Political Rights Defense 
Fun·d appealing for emergency support. 

of pro-junta Chileans or anti-Castro 
Cubans in solidarity with the junta. 
"But we will not be intimidated by 
these kinds of tactics," she stated. She 
said the committee would redouble its 
efforts to build a large demonstration 
against the junta spokesman's New 
York appearance. 

"This kind of violence is exactly , 
what we are opposed to in Chile," 
she continued. 

Sydney Stapleton, national coordi
nator of the PRDF, noted that the suit 
his organization is pursuing accuses 
the Nixon administration of responsi
bility for bombing attacks and other 
acts of violence against the Socialist 
Workers Party during the past several 
years. 

Herbert Jordan, one of the attorneys 
for the SWP suit, attended the news 
conference. He told The Militant that 
while there is no proof of who did the 
bombing, "the type of lawlessness at 
the highest levels of the governmen•, 
or that has been condoned by the 
highest levels of government, certainly 
has created a climate of attacks on the 
left such that no holds are barred in 
relation to tactics." 

Jordan is from the law firm of noted 
constitutional lawyer Leonard Bou
din, who is in charge of the suit. 
Boudin also led the defense of Daniel 
Ellsberg, victim of Nixon's "plumbers 
unit." 

Also present at the news conference 
was Judy Baumann, national secre
tary of CoDEL. The election rights 
organization has become well known 
in New York City recently for chal
lenging the undemocratic election in 
School District 1 last May. A ,court 
suit by CoDEL and the NAACP asks 
that the elections be overturned on the 
grounds that they were discriminatory 
against Puerto Ricans, Blacks, and 
Chinese. 

"It's not out of the question that this 
attack was directed against our ac
tivities in support of the right of the 
Black and Puerto Rican community 
of District 1 for democratic school 
board elections," said Baumann. 

"There has been a lot of violence di
rected against the community-control 
supporters in District 1," she noted. 

Bomb blast could easily have killed any
one near it. 

"During the fraudulent school board 
elections last spring, the offi~es of the 
Negro Action Group were totally de
stroyed, and last month the school 
district offices were broken into and 
vandalized." 

She pointed to the possibility that 
the right-wing Zionist Jewish Defense 
League may have been involved in 
the bombing. "They have broken up 
meetings of community-control sup
porters in District 1, and they are 
certainly known for this kind of tactic." 

In the news conference, Judy White 
demanded the the city administration 
and police department move im
mediately to arrest and prosecute the 
bombers. She pointed to the need for 
public pressure to achieve this; hi view 
of the fac.t that the police have not 
brought to justice the perpetrators 'of 
a whole series of right-wing bomb
ings against groups in New York 
City.· She cited bomb attacks against 
Local 1199 of the Drug and Hospital 
Union, the Socialist Workers Party, 
the Communist Party, and the Center 
for Cuban Studies. 

SWP condemns police inaction 
The following statement was re
leased by Norman Oliver, candi
date of the Socialist Workers Party 
for mayor of New York in last 
month's elections. 

The SWP 'Urges the broadest pos
sible protests demanding appre
hension of those responsible for the 
murderous b'ombing. attack on the 
offices of the U. S. Committee for 
Justice to Latin American Political 
Prisoners, the Political Rights De
fense Fund, and the Committee for 
Democratic Election Laws. 

The Socialist Workers Party has 
been the victim of many such 
attacks in the past, most of them 
carried out by right-wing groups 
in league with the government. This 
is the pattern for Nixon administra
tion attacks on protest movements 
that has been exposed through 
Watergate. 

It is precisely this kind of violence. 
and sabotage against groups on the 

left that my party is challenging 
through its suit against the Nixon 
administration. The Political Rights 
Defense Fund is engaged in 
publicizing this suit. 

I also solidarize myself with the 
goals of the two other organizations 
victimized by this bombing- USLA 
and CoDEL-both of which were 
fighting for greater democratic 
rights, in this country and in Chile. 

Whoever was responsible for this 
bombing, one thing is clear. The 
Nixon administration bears respon
sibility for creating the political cli
mate and standards in which such 
acts of violence against the left are 
both encouraged and condoned. 

If the New York Police De
partment and city administration 
really wanted to bring to justice the 
perpetrators of this cowardly act 
they would have no problem doing 
so. 

Only through broad public 
protest can the city be forced to 
bring the bombers to justice. 



In Our Opinion 

_.terror bombing 
Continued from poge l 

The Political Rights Defense Fund is orgamzmg support 
for a suit by the Socialist Workers Party and Young Socialist 
Alliance against Nixon administration violence and sabotage 
against the left. 

The Committee for Democratic Election Laws has provided 
legal services and generated public pressure to win equal 
political rights for smaller political parties, young people, and 
Black, Chicano, and Puerto Rican voters. CoDEL has chal
lenged the monopoly that Nixon's friends, the billionaire 
corporation magnates, have on the political process in this 
country. 

This bombing fits the pattern of a whole series of attacks 
against labor, Black, socialist, and antiwar organizations in 
the past. In Los Angeles, Houston, and Chicago, the head
quarters of the Socialist Workers Party were subjected to arson, 
firearm, and burglary attacks. The Cuban counterrevolution
aries, Klansmen, and ultrarightists who carried out these 
attacks have been linked with agents of the CIA, White House 
"plumbers," ~nd other government agencies. 

Watergate has shown that contrary to the slander about 
"leftist terrorists," the government itself is the master bomb 
thrower. It was an agent from the New York police depart
ment who procured the explosives and instigated the plan 
to blow up the Statue of Liberty in 1965. FBI informer Larry 
Grathwohl has told how he was key in procuring explosives 
and carrying out the Weathermen bombings in 1969-70. 

The police and government waste no time in arresting and 
framing up leftists for "conspiracy" or "possession" of explo
sives even when no bombings have occurred, (as in the case 
of Puerto Rican activist Carlos Feliciano). But they give 
protection and encouragement to racist, right-wing terrorists 
who attack organizations fighting for democratic rights and 
social justice. 

The silence of Mayor John Lindsay and mayor-elect Abra
ham Beame in the face of this bombing is another example 
of official sanction and go-ahead to groups like the ultra
right Jewish Defense League and Cuban counterrevolution
aries who are notorious for violent attacks in New York 
City. 

Why won't Beame or Lindsay see to it that the perpetrators 
of this latest bombing are brought to justice? Are they afraid 
that such arrests might bring to light a whole network of 
links between the New York police department-which in 
turn has close links to the CIA, FBI, and the White House
and the string of terrorist acts against Black, Puerto Rican, 
antiwar, and socialist groups in New York City? 

USLA, PRDF, and CoDEL have vowed they will not be 
intimidated by the Chilean junta's agents, the JDL, or Nixon's 
"dirty tricks." All Militant readers are urged to come to the 
defense of these three organizations. We must protect the right 
to dissent and to organize politically without being set upon 
by thugs, spies, and bombers inspired by the government. 

Imperialist threats 
"The Arab leaders are in serious danger of overreaching them
selves in employing their oil weapon so extravagantly," warns 
the Dec. 2 New York Times. 

"If driven to a point of economic desperation," the Times 
editors wrote, "various governments might move toward far 
more ominous steps to eliminate an embargo threat hanging 
over their every foreign policy decision." 

The Wall street Journal raised similar warnings in a front
page article the following day. Lindley Clark Jr. wrote, "King 
Faisal and other Arab leaders surely know that Europe and 
Japan will not indefmitely accept oil curtailment." A cor
poration executive is quoted approvingly for suggesting that 
"certainly, if all else fails, one cannot rule out a European
based expeditionary force into the Arabian Gulf." 

The danger of military moves in the Middle East on the 
part of the imperialist powers is real. Such actions are a basic 
component of imperialist foreign relations. The predatory 
powers that live off the wealth of the colonial world maintain 
a worldwide terror ·machine precisely to protect their "interests" 
in other people's countries. 

The racist campaign against the Arabs, who dared to assert 
their interests against the imperialists, is designed to foster 
a political climate that would permit new U. S. military ad
ventures. Those who support the right of the Arab peoples 
to control their own affairs and their own resources must 
be on the alert to counter any such moves. 
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Likes to sell 
I like to sell 7'he Militant and even 
more so to read it. It has a lot of 
good information in it about the 
oil monopolies, and Marxism, and 
also about the Arab and Israeli 
revolutions. 
D. B. 
Monsey, N.Y. 

Contribution 
Success in the Militant Fund. En
closed is my contribution of $10. 
Sorry I couldn't send you the 
check sooner. 7'he Militant is a 
good paper, impressive these days. 
R.G. 
Lakewood, N.J. 

Workers' reaction 
Workers at plant gates are increas
ingly saying, "I don't want to read 
about that son of a bitch!" (mean
ing Nixon, of course). 

The articles on the history of the 
Mideast wars weri! first class and 
sold two sub.s for me at work. Very 
good! 

Enclosed is $75 toward the Mili
tant Forty-fifth Anniversary Fund. 
R.H. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

'Energy crisis' 
As an environmentalist and a so
cialist, I want to thank you for the 
coverage of the "energy crisis" in 
'l'he Militant, and for pointing out 
the real reasons for this sudden 
crisis. 

For many years I have been 
trying to convince people of the 
need for careful use of the environ
ment and its resources. Politicians 
have usually been the last to sup
port these needs, claiming that we 
have unlimited supplies of tech
nology and resources. After their 
lack of concern for so long, they 
expect the American public to be
lieve that there is a sudden energy 
crisis, which just arose in the last 
month or so. 

I am sure that after the profits 
have been made and the so-called 
energy crisis disappears as fast 
as it appeared, the capitalists will 
once again show their complete 
lack of concern for environmental 
issues. 
Carole Lesnick 
Madison, Wis. 

No coincidence 
Please cancel my subscription. 
Immediately. 

I have found your newspaper to 
be totally negative, close-minded, 
and immature in its "solutions." 
Has it ever been brought to your 
-:~.ttentioil that your opinions tend 
to he the opposite of the Nixon 
administration? I see this as no 
coincidence. 
T. Berkman 
Houston, Texas 

Mideast solution? 
I enjoy your informative paper even 
if it is biased. It's good to hear 
the other side of arguments. I'd 
like to offer one unbiased solution 
to the Mideast crisis. 

1) Give the Golan Heights area 

ten 
that Israel took during the 1967 
war back to Syria. 

2) Make Israel concede the land 
it took on the West Bank of the 
Jordan. This land could be used 
to form an independent nation for 
the Palestinians. 
· 3) Make Jerusalem an international 
city. 

4) Make Israel give Egypt a 10-
mile strip on the east bank of the 
Suez Canal. 

5) Give the rest of the Sinai region 
to the United Nations. -

In order for this solution to work 
both sides must give up things they 
want. The world's powers must do 
something quickly to stop further 
wars and to help the oppressed 
Palestinians. 
L.H. 
Washington, D. C. 

Oil shortage 
There's a simple solution to the 
present shortage of oil in the United 
States. All the United States has to 
do is to stop sponsoring Israel and 
stop supplying her with arms. Then 
the Arab oil-producing countries 
probably will be willing to produce 
and sell us all the oil we need or 
may want. 

There's nothing impractical, im
moral, or against the "national 
interesf' in this procedure. 
J. Sternbach 
Flushing, N. Y. 

U npri ntabl e 
Israel is not an imperialist country. 
An imperialist country is one under 
the control of monopoly capital 
and which exports capital. This does 
not apply to Israel and you know 
it. In other words, you are delib
erate liars. 

There is something rotten about 
a party claiming to be Marxist that 
does not oppose capitalism and mili
tary dictatorships in Arab countries 
but concentrates on a tiny country of 
less than three million. According to 
your twisted minds Faisal, Hussein, 
the oil sheiks, and Pompidou are 
"progressive" while Israel is reaction
ary and expansionist. 

Israel has not seized "Arab lands." 
She has merely redeemed land stolen 
from her over the years. All of Pal
estine (both sides of the Jordan) are 
rightfully Jewish. Jews have lived 
there for thousands of years. The 
Arabs are interlopers. 

I am sure you will not print this 
letter. 
Aaron Levin 
Storrs, Conn. 

Give back peanutsl 
Thank you for finally bringing it out 
in the open: the $50,000 "gift" of 
peanuts [to the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference] from one of 
this country's imperialist oligarchica1 
corporations, which has found it pro
fitable to trespass on African soil. 

If (and I say that LOUDLY) the 
Southern Christian Leadership Con
ference doesn't know it, Gulf Oil is 
the prime contributor financially and 
morally to Portugal's continued ef
fort to exert colonial rule over Black 
Africans. SCLC's "gift," a drop in the 
bucket when compared to the $500-
million profited by Gulf from its 
operations in Angola alone, is a dis
grace to those organizations that put 
forth concerted efforts to inform the 



U.S. people of what is really hap
pening in Africa. 

It is freedom from colonial rule 
that Africans want, and Gulf Oil sup
ports colonialism. Dr. Abernathy, turn 
the tide, move forward, not backward 
-give back the peanuts!!! 
Earl Smith 
Willimantic, Conn. 

Prisoners & Watergate 
We are attempting to start a 
group called "Up" in this 
state institution. We have 10 
members in this group now 
and more signing up each day. 

We all understand that we are 
in prison because of this cap
italist society. Take one good 
look at us prisoners and another 
good look at Watergate. In this· 
allegedly free country, the cap
italists make deals for crimes 
and go free. We, the poor, 
make deals and come to prison. 
Prisoners 
Ohio 

Militant in prisons 
Your international coverage is ex
cellent, especially on the Chile coup 
and the Zionist aggression on the 
Arab peoples. 

The domestic coverage is excellent 
also. Do you think it would be pos
sible to have a special column or 
article each week for the prisoners? 
These brothers are among the most 
oppressed. I'm glad to find The 
Militant circulating in the prisons of 
the Amerikan empire. 
B.D. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

A gas 
Right on to The Militant! 

I live deep in the redwood 
forest in Northern California and 
it's a gas to read your revolu
tionary perspectives compared to 
the reactionary newspapers up 
here. 

Keep up the good work. 
J. F. 
Whitethorn, Calif 

A compliment 
I've received four issues of The 
Militant now and I thought you 
might like to know what I think 
of it I think that, although it is 
full of socialist propaganda, it is 
an important newspaper to read 
to understand the radical viewpoint. 

It makes me think about and ques
tion a lot of screwed-up things that 
the U. S. government and other re
actionary forces in America are 
doing throughout the world. Thanks 
for providing me with a different 
point of view. 
D.L. 
Santa Cruz, Calif. 

The letters column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen
eral interest to our readers. Please 
keep your letters brief. Where neces
sary they will be abridged. Please in
dicate if your name may be used or 
if you prefer that your initials be used 
instead. 
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i La Raza en AcciOn! 
Miguel Pendas 

The Coors beer boycott 
Adolph Coors is one of Colorado's wealthiest 
capitalists and most influential political figures. He 
sits on the board of regents of the University of 
Colorado. A hard-bitten racist and reactionary, he 
has for years used his influence to oppose even the 
most minimal gains for Chicanos and other work
ing people and students. 

One of the reasons Adolph Coors is so wealthy 
is that he owns Coors Beer, the ~stest-growing beer 
company in the West. You will see Coo'rs Beer on 
tap in practically every bar in Aztlan. Coors has 
made millions from Chicanos. 

But while Adolph Coors doesn't mind taking Chi
canos' money, he seems to be reluctant to see any 
of that money go back to Chicanos. He doesn't 
like to hire Chicanos to work in his brewery. 

Chicanos have responded by calling a boycott 
of Coors Beer. A fact sheet some of the boycotters 
issued points out the facts.regarding Coors's racist 
hirin·g policies. 

The Coors brewery is located near Denver, where 
Chicanos comprise some 13 percent of the popula
tion. In 1966, Coors employed 1,330 people, of 
which only 27 (2 percent) had Spanish surnames. 

By 1973, Coors had grown to 6,000 employees. 
Yet, after years of protest by the Chicano commu-

National Picket Line 

nity, the Coors company in 1973 employs only 14 7 
people with Spanish surnames (2.5 percent). At this 
rate, it will be 14 7 years before Coors hires Chicanos 
in proportion to their percentage of the population. 

Very few of these Chicanos are· to be fo'und in 
any supervisory or professional positions. They 
are kept at the bottom through biased testing pro
cedures. 

Coors is tight with his money when it comes to 
Chicanos. However, when he thinks the Denver 
police department is needy, he doesn't hesitate to 
give generously. A few years ago, Coors donated 
money out of his own pocket to buy a helicopter 
for the Denver cops to help police antiwar and Chi
cano demonstrators. 

While in Colorado recently, I learned that the 
Coors boycott has been strengthened by new forces. 
Seventeen construction unions working on the ex
panding Coors brewery are on strike for higher 
wages and better working conditions and have 
joined the boycott. 

A leaflet the unions issued points out that the old 
skinflint pays 20 to 25 percent lower wages than 
the prevailing pay in Denver. 

Help Chicanos and other working people in their 
fight against the Coors empire: Boycott Coors! 

Frank Lovell ta 

Lessons from·canadian labor 
Many union members are angry about the inability 
of the entrenched leadership to deliver wage raises 
in the face of government wage controls. This dis
satisfaction, part of the growing ferment in the union 
movement, is occasionally reflected in conventions, 
where the voice of the membership has been muffled 
for many years. 

No cries from the ranks were heard at the recent 
AFL-CIO convention in Bal Harbour, Fla. But the 
convention of the Ontario Federation of Labor 
(OFL), representing 750,000 Canadian workers, 
was a different story. 

The labor movement in Canada is more advanced 
politically than the labor movement in the United 
States. It has organized a politi~l party of labor, 
the New Democratic Party, which is independent of 
the ruling-class parties. Both the Canadian unions 
and the NDP are controlled, however, by a pro
capitalist bureaucracy more concerned with "re
spectably" collaborating with the industrialists and 
the capitalist government than with fighting for the 
interests of the workers. · 

Despite this misleadership, the existence of the 
NDP poses political questions more sharply in the 
union movement in Canada. We can expect that 
developments there will have an influence on 
political consciousness here. 

The United Electrical Workers union (UE), 
strongly influenced by the pro-Moscow Communist 
Party, was recently readmitted to the Canadian 
Labor Congress after a 24-year absence. It is still 
outside the AFL-CIO in this country. The UE had 
delegates at the Ontario Federation of Labor con
vention. Some revolutionary socialists were also 
elected delegates. 

A (ront-page article in the Toronto Globe and 
Mail on Nov. 15, headlined "Articulate leftists push 
OFL into greater show of militancy," pointed out 
that the reentry of the UE was "greeted with near
enthusiasm by some memt.ers of the union establish
ment, including OFL president David Archer." The 
74 UE delegates were able to dominate the "left" 
at the 1,400-delegate convention. 

The Globe and Mail approvingly noted that the 
UE "has provided reasoned, stable leadership to 
the left; a note of reason and seeming moderation; 

men with long experience . in the responsible 
jobs of union leadership." In other words, the UE 
bureaucrats can be counted on not to rock' the 
boat, and may provide cover for suppressing more 
militant voices from the union ranks. 

The only clear division between the entrenched 
leadership and the left-wing forces concerned a reso
lution submitted by Local 1967 of the United Auto 
Workers. This resolution called on all local AFL
CIO unions affiliated to the OFL to "request that 
their union leaders in the United States withdraw 
from all U.S. A. government boards dealing with 
wages, prices and productivity. n 

The resolution was finally defeated, but not until 
it had been extensively debated, against the wishes 
of convention chairman Archer. The vote was 
carried on the grounds that the OFL should not 
meddle in the affairs of U. S. unions, not on the 
merits of the issue of union independence from gov
ernment agencies. 

George Harris, secretary-treasurer of the UE, later 
explained that his union was not primarily interested 
in whether the resolution was adopted but in having 
the issue of union complicity in government wage 
controls debated. 

This same debate is going on inside the union 
movement in the U.S., even if it has not yet been 
carried intb the tightly controlled union conven
tions. When it breaks over the heads of the AFL-CIO 
bureaucrats, it will probably be less polite than the 
exchange at the OFL convention. 

The pent-up resentment of workers here is liable 
to carry them beyond a break with antiunion gov
ernment agencies and lead to the formation of an 
independent labor party. In this they will follow 
the example of union men and women in Canada. 
But it is also likely that a labor party here at this 
late date will not limit its activity to maneuvering 
in the parliamentary arena as the NDP does. 

A labor party should represent the political needs 
of the working class in daily struggles to correct 
the injustices of this society. It should strive for 
the establishment of a workers government to 
abolish capitalism and begin constructing an en
tirely new -socialist-society. That is what the So
cialist Workers Party will be fighting for within it. 
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The Great Society 
Harry Ring 

Memo: To Nixon, Ziegler- The Sai
gon regime launched a campaign to 
conserve fuel by removing the air
conditioners from press and military 
offices. 

gallon gasoline tank on his Long Is
land estate. A Mobil public relations 
man said, "He felt there would be 
some kind of misunderstanding." 

ceived a copy of a University of Mich
igan recruitment manual with a two
page ad by Gulf. The caption reads: 

Internal security- All this Watergate 
foolishness is costing the taxpayers 
money. A marble White House bath
tub was ripped out along with a glass 
enclosure etched with the presidential 
seal. In its place is a new tub with 
a $1,500 whirlpool bath. It was sug
gested by President Nixon's doctor 
to provide relaxation from nervous 
tension. 

Bad vibes?- In police circles, a joke 
was that if you really wanted to hang 
a bum rap on someone you booked 
him for "mopery" - indecent expo
sure before a blin'd woman. Now of
ficials in Clarkstown, N.Y., have cre
ated an "obscenity" committee to 
screen movies, cabaret acts, and 
printed matter. It's headed by Harry 
Snyder, a hard-bitten right-winger, 
who is blind. 

· "The trouble with being a big, suc
cessful oil company is that nobody 
believes a word you say." 

Freedom of choice, USA- We don't 
know the outcome, but in the Nov. 6 
mayoralty election in Trainer; Pa., 
the electorate enjoyed a choice be
tween a Republican incumbent out on 
appeal after being convicted in a de
partment store break-in and a Demo
cratic contender who was chief of po
lice until suspended for insubordina
tion and violation of department rules. 

Personal conservation plan- After be
ing queried by a newspaper, the pres
ident of Mobil Oil decided to drop 
plans for installing an underground 
4,000 gallon oil tank and a 1,000 

Wonder why- We recently watched the 
vice-president of Gulf Oil explain ·to 
the Watergate committee how he 
slipped an illegal hundred grand in 
cash to CREEP. Meanwhile, we r~>-

Afterthought- We wonder if that po
lice chief in Trainer was suspended 
because the mayor was busted in the 
burglary? "Forward!" 

Women In Revolt 

A woman-hater sounds off LindaJen 

Those who think that openly reactionary ideas 
about women are relics of the past or confined 
to Archie Bunker-types are sadly mistaken. 

Dotson Rader was actually given space in the 
New York Times to propagate one of the most 
vicious myths about women: that women are cas
trating, domineering matriarchs. 

Rader is not just some nincompoop who knows 
no better. A former member of· Students for a 
Democratic Society ( SDS), Rader has published 
two successful books about his student radical 
days-1 Ain't Marchin' Anymore and Gov't In
spected Meat. He is currently a contributing edi
tor to Esquire magazine and has a new book on 
the market, Blood Dues. 

In the Times article Rader writes: "Violence is 
rooted in emasculation, emasculation too often 
accomplished, intentionally or not, through the 
offices of women." His theory is that violence is 
the result of the sexual repression of men by wom
en. Violence, he claims, is a reaction to authority, 
"authority usually presented to males in boyhood 
in the person of the dominant woman, the ma
triarch and teacher." And, of course, "Women for 

centuries have marched their sons off into hope
less wars." 

Even Archie Bunker has not surpassed these 
statements in backwardness, nor has Norman Mail
er expressed a deeper hatred of women. And nei
ther Bunker nor Mailer claims to be a "democratic 
socialist" as Rader claims to be. 

A few days after Rader's article appeared, the 
Times ran an entire page of "Letters to the Editor" 
in response to it. Most of them were written by 
women, and all of them strongly disagreed with 
Rader. 

One woman wrote, "'Mothers march their sons 
off into hopeless wars' (while the male political 
establishment begs and prays on bended knee for 
peace but is powerless before the mighty blood
thirsty cabal ofthe nation's mothers?)" 

Another sarcastically commented: "I am fully · 
aware that women march their sons off to war. 
When my sons reached fighting age, I personal
ly called the President and asked him to start 
something somewhere to get these young men out 
of my hair!" 

Rader goes even further. He simply can't under
stand, he writes, "why we do not take note of the 

By Any Means Necessary 

· fact that by any objective criteria it is not wom
en but young males who as a group experience 
the greatest inability to cope with contemporary 
life .... " 

Rader apparently didn't learn much in his days 
as an activist. By any "objective criteria" it is wom
en who are the brunt of sexual repression, unem
ployment, unequal pay, miseducation, and the dis
tortions of capitalist society. 

In a recent interview in the New York Post Rader 
says that the reason he became disillusioned with 
the radical movement was because of "the lack of 
charity, of human feeling" from the American peo
ple. Poor thing. With ideas like that I can't imagine 
why the American people, especially American 
women, don't adore him. 

I agree with the woman who answered Rader 
this way: 

"We don't need whiners like Mr. Rader ... mak
ing a mockery of tragedy." 

She said, "We need serious people to think and 
then act seriously, and we need a revolution to 
free us from the chains of many kinds of exploita
tion- economic, social and psychological." 

Baxter Smith 
'Blacks in America's Wars' 
The following guest column by Tony Thomas re-
views Blacks in America's Wars by Robert W. 
Mullen, a Monad Press book distributed by Path
finder Press, 410 West Street, New York, N.Y. 
10014. 96 pp. Paper $1.45. Cloth $5. 

In all the wars the U.S. has waged since the revo
lutionary war for independence, some voices in 
the Black community have claimed that participa
tion in the war- heroic service, deaths, casualties
would lead to some betterment of Black conditions. 

With the exception of the Civil War, which did 
lead to freedom from slavery, such sentiments have 
been in vain. 

The important role of Blacks in these wars is 
brought out in Robert Mullen's short book Blacks 
in America's Wars, which provides an introduction 
to this hidden chapter of Black and U. S. history. 

Mullen points out that Blacks played a major 
role in the American revolution: 5,000 of the 300,-
000 Continental troops were Black. This was de
spite a ban on Black recruitment and enlistment 
ordered by George Washington when he gained 
command of the Continental Army in 177 5. Wash
ington, · "a fourth-generation slaveowner," was 
afraid that the example of Blacks taking up arms 
and fighting, whether they were free or slave, would 
encourage slave revolts. 

But the ban on recruiting Blacks was reversed 
after the British governor of Virginia promised 
Blacks freedom after the war if they joined the 
British troops. Faced with this British threat and 
the difficulty of gaining any revolutionary troops, 
the Army again admitted Blacks starting in Decem
ber 1775, only a few months after Washington's 
ban. 

Another hidden aspect of Blacks' relation to the 
war machine is the story of the 1899-1902 U. S. 
war against Filipino independence fighters, fought 
to secure the Philippines as a U. S. colony. 

Mulle;n writes: "Within the Black population of 
the United States as a whole, there was considera
ble opposition to intervention in the Philippines. 
Most Black newspapers and leaders publicly sup
ported the idea of Filipino independence and felt 
that the United States was wrong to begin to de
velop a colonial.empire of nonwhite subjects .... 
Even such normally cautious Black figures as 
Booker T. Washington felt they had to speak out 
for Filipino independence." 

War Department officials feared sending in Black 
troops and doubted that Blacks "if brought face to 
face with their colored Filipino cousins could be 
made to fire on them." Despite these qualms, the 
Army decided to send all its segregated Black regi
ments to the Philippines. 

This, in turn, resulted in large-scale desertions by 

the Black soldiers, ''for the purpose of joining the 
insurgents," as a contemporary wrote. David Fa
gan, an Afro-American deserter, became one of the 
leaders of the Filipino independence fighters. 

Another interesting part of Mullen's book is his 
description of Black opposition to the U. S. inter
vention in Vietnam and Black antiwar and nation
alist organizing efforts in the Army. 

He notes, "Blacks suffered nearly 17 percent of 
all deaths in Vietnam between 1961 and 1967 
although the percentage of Black troops in South
east Asia during those years was around 12 per
cent." In 1970, a year of intense U. S. fighting, 
Blacks were 22 percent of all U, S. casualties. 

Mullen quotes the views on the war by Black 
leaders from Malcolm X to Martin Luther King, 
including early antiwar statements by SNCC and 
CORE. He also quotes the views and reminiscences. 
of Black Vietnam vets. 

Mullen concludes that following· the Indochina 
war, "For the first time, the great majority of 
Blacks, inside and outside the military, were un
willing to defer their demands until the end of the 
war. They felt they did not have to prove their 
right to citizenship through military service, but 
rather that they should not be forced to fight and 
possibly- die for a society unwilling to grant them 
full civil and human rights." 
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Target is workers and the P.Oor 

Swedish journalist describes 
new forms of repression in Chile 

[The Swedish journalist Bobi Sou
rander was one of the foreign jour
nalists most roughly treated by the 
Chilean junta. He was arrested and 
held in the National Stadium for more 
than a week before being expelled from 
the country. Since returning to Swe
den, he has been writing a series of 
articles on the repression he witnessed. 
The following are excerpts from an 

article that appeared in the October 
28 issue of the Stockholm daily 
Dagens Nyheter. The translation is by 
Intercontinental Press.] 

Almost every morning dead bodies 
turn up lying along the Avenida De
partamental on the outskirts of San
tiago. They appear near bus stops, 
where they can best frighten people. 
Their faces are smashed in with rifle 
butts so that they are unrecognizable. 
They wear the cheap, worn clothing 
of Chilean workers. 

The political persecution in Chile 
is far from over. It has only changed 
its form, shifted so as not to be so 
visible to the world. And it has 
reached a new level among the poor 
and the ordinary people. 

The junta isn't looking for officials 
in the Allende government any more. 
They are dead or deported. Now the 
Popular Front politicians are missing 
or in prison. So the political persecu
tion has another target. It is the Chil
ean workers who are being persecuted. 

The Departamental is a long indus
trial road through Santiago's factory 
belt, and it passes through campamen
to after campamento in the working
class slums. 

The first dead bodies didn't show 
up along the road until one morning 
a few weeks after the military coup. 
They had been dumped there at night 
during the curfew period. They were 
picked up by a passing garbage truck. 

Since then, the appearance of such 
bodies has been a continual occur
rence. One morning there were five 
men lying there in overalls with safe
ty glasses around their necks. Two 
days later there were two men with 
their feet tied together. They had ob
viously been dragged behind a car. 
l myself saw a man who had been 
placed in a sitting position on an 
embankment. He had been shot in 
the neck with the gun pointed up
ward so that his face was blown away. 

Who killed them? Why? And where 
did they come from? 

The first question can be answered 
with an ironic "don't know." Only the 

military and the police know. Only 
they can move around at night when 
the curfew is on. 

As for the second question, Raul, 
a friend, can answer it 

He lives in a campamento along 
the Departamental, with his wife and 
ten children. In Allende's time, he was 
a member of the campamento govern
ing board and head of the health com
mittee. He has never made a secret 
of the fact that he has been a Socialist 
party member for decades. 

In front of his house, he hung a 
picture of Salvador Allende with Fi
del Castro. He thought it was funny. 
In the era of the spiffy Allende, it 
was the only picture he had seen of 

When Raul came back to the cam
pamento, he found out that his job 
was gone. When Carmen and one of 
their girls was arrested a little later 
and held in an army barracks for two 
days, he gave up. 

He fled from the campamento and 
thus lost both the hovel he lived in 
and the right to one of the new houses 
that are being built for families in the 
neighborhood. 

Raul G6mez, a man who considered 
himself rich when he was getting about 
$100 a month in wages, no longer 
has any hope. He has no job, no 
home, no future, not even guarantees 
of his life. 

He is a typical case. 

'A pro-AIIende worker is a marked man, like a Jew in Nazi Germany.' 

Fidel wearing a tie. 
The police arrested Raul on a Satur

day night They came into his cam
pamento in a truck and dragged him 
out of bed. He staggered out carrying 
his trousers and his shoes and was 
knocked down and beaten in the street 
while his children screamed. 

Raul was held in the police station 
for four days. He was tortured for 
an afternoon, and given the electric 
shock treatment When I talked with 
him, he still had the burn marks on 
his lips and heels. The police wanted 
to know where he had hidden Carlos 
Altamirano, one of those with a half
million escudos price on his head. 

"I don't know what you want from 
me," Raul answered. "I have only seen 
Altamirano in newspaper pictures." 

Tens of thousan<!s like him, labor
ers, slum dwellers, and wage workers 
in the nationalized factories go in fear 
of their lives. They know that sooner 
or later, depending on how long the 
repression lasts, they are going to 
lose their jobs and their homes. 

It is against them that the repres
sion and the pogroms are aimed. A 
worker in Chile who openly support
ed Allende and socialism in the past 
three months knows what can happen 
to him. 

He is a marked man, like a Jew in 
Nazi Germany. 

In Escotilla Tres, Entrance Ramp 
No. 3 in the National Stadium, the 
military junta demonstrated this on 
a massive scale. 

This ramp was the "cell" where all 
the newcomers landed. A month and 
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two days after the coup, I met eleven 
workers from Chena in the small sub
urb of San Bernardo. 

They were almost bubbling over 
and happy to have come to the Na
tional Stadium. They thought their 
lives were saved. 

"We don't know how many workers 
the military shot in Chena. We only 
heard shooting and found in the roll 
call that people had disappeared." 

"You didn't see anyone shot, then?" 
I asked. 

"See? We had blindfolds on all the 
time." R6mulo, a truck driver, said 
that he sat in Chena sixteen days 
blindfolded! 

A month after the coup, almost all 
of the people coming into Escotilla 
Tres were workers and poor. They 
were the new victims of the new meth
ods of repression. And the roundups 
were so indiscriminate that the results 
seemed almost ridiculous. 

For example, there was the line of 
newcomers that appeared suddenly in 
one morning inspection, dominated by 
five boys in shiny green ·uniforms with 
the name of the Savory glass factory 
on the back. 

They had been taken off the job 
four days before and softened up at 
a military post. 

So, Escotilla Tres was a "safe har
bor." The only thing that could hap
pen to you after you got there was 
two or three interrogations, which 
might be rough. 

Then came the decision- trial be
fore a military tribunal or release. 

For a Chilean worker in the Na
tional Stadium there is no difference 
between trial or release. He can never 
expect anything more than "condi
tional freedom." That means that 
every night he must be in his house 
and if anyone comes looking for him 
he has to turn himself in immediately 
to the authorities. 

And staying "home" in a campamen
to, where informers keep a constant 
eye on people who have been in the 
National Stadium, can mean ending 
up face down along the Avenida De
p artam en tal. 

The military "search" these campa
mentos in raids for weapons and po
litical leaders. They are appointing 
informers as the new leaders and re
naming the settlements. "New Havana" 
is now called "New Dawn," and "Ho 
Chi Minh" is called "Happy Valley." 
The settlement of "Three Bullets" got 
the name "Virgin Maria." 

And if you get through the mili
tary's "house-by-house searches," there 
are still the night raids, when the po
lice come. The police know their dis
tricts well. They do not come looking 
for weapons. They know that there 
aren't any. They go directly after the 
people they want. 

But even if everything goes all right 
at "home," there is still the problem 
of making a living. Workers are sent 
out of the National Stadium with the 
notation "Marxist" on their work per
mits. They have no chance of find
ing work in today's Chile. 
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Famine death toll in Ethiopia may reach 100,000 
According to a United Nations re

port, between 50,000 and 100,000 
people have died during the first ten 
months of 1973 from a famine afflict
ing Wallo Province in Ethiopia. In 
Chad, Upper Volta, the Sudan, Niger, 
Mali, Mauritania, and Senegal food 
shortages have been taking their toll 
for four years. 

Besides the staggering toll in human 
lives that has already been taken, 
losses of crops and the decimation 
of the. livestock in Wallo Province 
promises to push the Ethiopian casu
alty figures even higher. About five 

. . 
million Ethiopians live in the famine-
stricken region and many of them are 
trying to flee to areas where relief 
supplies are mote available. The lack 
of organization of the government re
lief-efforts and ·the poor quality of the 
roads make distribution of the supplies 
even more difficult in Wallo. 

Until the end of October, the regime 
in Addis Ababa gave no indications 
that famine conditions were so wide
spread. Now that the extent of the 
famine has become known, it has be
gun "investigations" to determine why 
the famine was ignored for so long. 
The regime has suspended the acting 
governor general of the province, So
loleman Abraham, charging that he 
was responsible for the cover-up. 

But some sources put the blame even 
higher. According to the November 
9 Le Monde, Mr. Burgess, a spokes
man for the Christian Famine Relief 
Committee, charged that the minister 
of tourism helped play down the ex
tent of the famine so as not to "dis
courage" tourists. He also said that the 
province governor-who happens to 
be Emperor Haile Selassie's son-re
fused to accept relief funds contributed 
by students in Addis Ababa. 

The regimes in the other famine
stricken African countries have been 
equally slow to act. In May, Rene 
Dumont, a French agronomist who 
had just completed a tour of the-re
gion, blamed the governments of 
Chad, Niger, Mali, Upper Volta, Mau
ritania, and Senegal for not acting 
more quickly. He said they knew in 
September 1972 that harvests would 

. be insufficient but did not ask for 

African regimes are more interested in tourist tra~e and military assistance than in 
averting famine. 

aid until February 1973, when food 
stocks were already completely ex
hausted. All this despite the experience 
of four previous years of famine. 

Peter Dunn, writing in the November 
3 New Zealand Herald, described the 
hypocrisy of Selassie's "national pride": 
"Today, as the skeletons totter in their 
thousands toward the pitifully few re
lief centres, Addis Ababa, the capital, 

is full of new prestige buildings; and 
the country still maintains the biggest 
standing army in Africa." 

The kind of "aid" that Selassie is 
interested in receiving is hardly of 
the variety that will help famine vic
tims: From 1953 to 1970, the Addis 
Ababa regime received more than 
$160 million in military assistance 
from the Pentagon, which is about 

two-thirds of Washington's total mili
tary allocation to Africa. 

The determination of the Ethiopian 
regime to keep the lid on any news 
of the famine was highlighted in May 
when seventeen students were killed 
in Dessye, capital of Wallo Province, 
for protesting government inaction 
against the famine. An investigation 
is also being launched to "place the 
blame" for the killing of the students. 
"Official sources in Addis Ababa," re
ported the November 18 New York 
Times, "said that the students were 
shot by the police in a demonstra
tion following the refusal of the acting 
governor general, Sololeman Abra
ham, to meet with them to discuss 
the famine. According to the official 
sources, at least six were killed im
mediately, others were put to death 
later, and an unknown number were 
wounded." 

Besides attempting to cover up the 
famine, the regime has also blamed 
it on purely "natural causes," denounc
ing any attempts to "exploit" the situa
tion by hinting that the government 
bears heavy responsibility for the sit
uation. 

But the real underlying causes have 
little to do with "nature." 
·Ethiopia's land is worked primarily 

under a sharecropping system, where 
the tenant farmers- about 150,000 in 
Wallo Province alone- pay exorbitant 
rents to the absentee landlords. 

Jean de la Gueriviere in the No
vember 9 Le Monde drew a direct 
link between this landholding system 
and the famine: "Since they must pay 
exorbitant rents to the landlords (in 
Wallo Province, 50-75 percent of the 
harvest), the peasants are hardly en; 
couraged to raise their productivffY~ 
What's the use of starting an irriga
tion project on. some property when 
the landlord won't sign, .a lease an~ 
can evict the peasant at will?" 

The regime's unwillingness to carry 
out agrarian reforms that would min
imize the chances of recurrent famine 
and its reluctance to publicize the pres
ent one may just be related to the 
fact that the majority of the members 
in the Ethiopian parliament are land
owners. 

Congress debates aid to Portuguese African wars 
By Tony Thomas 

Recent moves surrounding debate on 
the foreign aid bill in Congress have 
disclosed new facts about the determi
nation of U.S. capitalism to back Por
tugal in its war against independence 
fighters in Africa. 

Senator John Tunney (D-Calif.) 
introduced an amendment to the 
foreign aid bill that would have re
quired the president to suspend any 
U. S. economic or military assistance 
used in direct support of Portugal's 
wars in Angola, Guinea-Bissau, and 
Mozambique. 

An executive order issued twelve 
years ago supposedly forbids use of 
U. S. military equipment in the colo
nial war, just as NATO agreements 
supposedly forbid using NATO equip
ment in Portugal's African wars. This 
has not prevented the U. S. govern
ment from giving massive military 
and economic aid to Portugal, which 
is then used in the colonial war. Nor 
has it prevented Portugal from getting 

similar mileage out of its NATO sup
plies. 

Tunney's amendment would have 
elevated this directive into ·law, thus 
making it more difficult for Washing
ton and Lisbon to pull their behind
the-scenes deaL So, the Nixon admin
istration "asked Congress to kill" the 
amendment, reported the November 
14 Washington Post. As a result of 
this pressure, the amendment was 
watered down in a Senate-House con
ference. 

Instead of referring to Portugal spe
cifically, the new version reported out 
from conference November 14 "dr~ps 
mention of Portugal and alludes in
stead generally to European countries 
with African territories," reports the 
November 21 Christian Science Moni
tor. 

One of the bargaining points Lis
bon and its supporters used is the key 
role played by U.S. bases in the Por
tuguese Azores during the U.S. mili
tary airlift to Israel and in Nixon's 
preparations for intervention in the 
Arab East. With the exception of the 

Netherlands- which has big oil hold
ings in the Mideast- Portugal was the 
only European country to allow the 
U.S. to use its bases for that pur
pose. As a result, the Arab states are 
now discussing a permanent oil em
bargo of Portugal, as well as South 
Africa and Rhodesia, as an act of 
solidarity with Mrican freedom-fight
ers. 

During the congressional debate on 
the Tunney amendment, a number of 
facts and figures on U. S. aid to Por
tugal have slipped out. A study made 
by Representative Charles Diggs (D
Mich.) shows that U. S. aid to Portu
gal has been going up rapidly in re
cent years. From 1946 to 1972, the 
U.S. gave $571.8-million in aid, of 
which $344-million was outright mili
tarv aid. The 1972 aid figure of 
$37.9-million was double the 1971 fig
ure and eight times that of 1970. 

One item in the U.S. "payment" is 
a $1-million fund for "educational re
form." This was undefined but was to 
come from the Pentagon- a well
known "educational center." 

The Monitor also reported that $30-
million in "food-for.-peace commodi
ties" ended up feeding "cattle who are 
reported to be on a ranch in Africa." 

In related news, U. S. Assistant Sec
retary of State David Newsom told a 
meeting of the African Studies Associa
tion that the United States did not con
sider the recently proclaimed Republic 
of Guinea-Bissau to have the "attri
butes of a state" and therefore the 
U. S. would not recognize it. New
som also indicated that Washington 
would probably veto in the Security 
Council any demand for Guinea-Bis
sau's admission to the United 
Nations. 

Guinea-Bissau declared its indepen
dence from Portugal in September. The 
African freedom-fighters have elected 
a government, established schools and 
other institutions, and have liberated 
two-thirds of the territory of the coun
try from PortugaL Newsom's concern 
about the "attributes" of a state flows 
from his friendship to Portugal and 
his opposition to self-determination in 
Africa. 



Marcos 
regime fails 
to crush 
resistance 
By Antero Nanhaya 

Manila 
After somewhat more than a year 

of despotic military rule, Ferdinand 
Marcos has launched an intensive pro
paganda campaign depicting himself 
as the nation's "revolutionary hero," 
and ' comparing· himself with Lenin, 
Mao Tsetung, Sukarno, and Castro. 
Choruses of adulation from his co
terie of sycophants are aired on all 
radio and television stations. Septem
ber 21, the anniversary of the sign
ing of the martial law decree, was 
designated "Thanksgiving Day" and 
made an official holiday. 

Songs pirated from the radical move
ment, with new lyrics praising the re
gime, are broadcast incessantly on the 
radio, and the name of a new news
paper, Ang Bayani (The Hero) mim
ics the title of the organ of the New 
(Maoist) Communist party of the 
Philippines, Ang Bayan (The Nation). 

Kurdish 
nationalists 
face shah's 
firing squad 

[The following news item was re
leased by the Organization of Kurdish 
Intellectuals of Iran.] 

On Thursday, November 1, 1973, 
two more Kurdish patriots were shot 
dead by the shah's firing squads in 
Sanandaj, the center of the Kurdistan 
province in western Iran. 

This news appeared in the semiof
ficial papers Etelat and Kayhan. The 
complete text of the report read: 

"Two persons accused of setting up 
a network and having links with for
eign elements were executed at dawn 
today. 

"The authorities had received infor
mation that a civilian, Aziz Mostafa 
Zadeh, had set up a network in Baneh 
Town together with some others, in
cluding Mohamad Sadiq, and had 
links with foreign elements, giving 
away news and information concern
ing the country. 

"The security forces put these people 
under surveillance and when Mulla 
Qadir Werdi, another accomplice, re
turned from a secret trip abroad, ac
companied by Mohamad Sadiq, they 
clashed with the security authorities. 
They were both wounded and captur
ed, Mulla Qadir Werdi later dying in 
Baneh Hospital. At the time they both 
had in their possession a Colt pistol 
and ammunition, which were seized 

These and other crude attempts to 
exploit the popularity of the resistance 
movement are implicit admissions of 
its appeal and latent strength. 

Behind the facade of tourist buses 
with military escorts, thousands of po
litical prisoners languish without 
charges or trials. The only trial held 
was that of progressive newscaster Ro
ger Arienda, who was sentenced to 
twelve years at hard labor. 

Raids and arrests continue in greater 
Manila. Troops cordon off working
class sections after the midnight cur
few, searching homes and detaining 
all males for identification and finger
printing. A national ID card system 
reminiscent of such reactionary strong
holds as the Union of South Africa 
and Taiwan is being prepared under 
the supervision of the Public Safety 
Division of the U.S. Agency for In
ternational Development and its Inter
national Police Academy in Washing
ton. Drunken, swaggering police and 
soldiers commit cruel abuses against 
the terrorized populace. 

Rice, the food staple of the popu
lation, is scarcer than at any time 
in Philippine history. Black marketeers 
sell the grain at 8 pesos (US$1.19) 
per ganta (2 liters), the price having 
tripled since only last April. In Manila 

· when rice is available at all, people 
must wait long hours on line to pur
chase a day's supply at inflated prices. 
This despite the fact that the nation 
boasts the most advanced technology 
in tropical rice production and hosts 
the heralded International Rice Re
search Institute, funded by Rockefeller 

by the security forces. 
"During the interrogation process, 

it was learned that Mulla Qadir W erdi 
had sent one of his confidants (Mo
hamad, son of Sadiq) to Baneh as 
a contact and had hidden him in the 
home of Aziz Mostafa Zadeh, and 
there they together worked to gather 
information in order to pass it on to 
foreign agents. Therefore, Aziz Mos
tafa Zadeh and his collaborators were 
put under arrest 

"The dossier, after being sent 
through the normal proeedure, was 
then sent up to the Military Court 
of Appeals and according to the ver
dict of the appeals court, Aziz Mos
tafa Zadeh and Mohamad, the son 
of Sadiq, were condemned to death, 
and each of their collaborators was 
sentenced to imprisonment. Thecourt's 
sentences were carried out early this 
morning." 

It should be stated here that accord
ing to this semiofficial news, it is im
possible to ascertain any single idea 
about their motive in setting up such 
a network, and there is no information 
about what took place behind the 
closed doors of the court 

The shah's regime has long experi
ence in diverting the realities away 
from the public and doesn't hesitate 
to put down any single cry for free
dom. But despite this rigorous attempt, 
with the aid of a well-oiled propagan
da apparatus; the realities will not 
remain hidden forever. 

This new wave of bloodshed, which 
has taken place in total secrecy, can
not forever deceive the public, and it 
will be followed by great concern from 
the freedom-loving people elsewhere, 
and should rouse the voices of wrath 
from freedom-loving people and pro
gressives in their protest against the 
brutality and crimes carried out by the 
archenemy of all the Iranian peoples. 

The reality of this news is that these 

Moslem rebels 

and Ford. 
Fighting in Mindanao and adjacent 

islands continues unabated. The Mus
lim revolutionaries are tactically supe
rior to the government troops and 
Christian mercenaries and are well 
prepared for a protracted guerrilla 
struggle. In Cotabato Province, the 
rebels have killed more than 800 gov
ernment troops in the last twelve 
months. 

Morale in the army is low as fa-

two martyrs were members of the 
Kurdistan Democratic party of Iran, 
and Mulla Qadir Werdi, whose name 
has been mentioned in connection with 
this incident, was a member of the 
central committee of that party. He 
was killed on Thursday, March 22, 
near Baneh Town. Following that in
cident several other militants were in
jured and many Kurdish patriots were 
arrested. 

The two new martyrs were among 
those detainees. The Iranian regime 
is intent on carrying out its slaughter 
in silence and as a result has an
nounced the murder of the patriots 
without mentioning their political 
motives. 

The Kurdistan Democratic party of 
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voritism decides which soldiers are 
sent into the rebel areas. In combat 
regions, the troops frequently get 
drunk and fire their guns indiscrim
inately, hoping to be disciplined, pre
ferring a "month in the stockade to 
a day in the mountains." 

Captured Muslim towqs and villages 
are completely razed in a policy of 
"collective punishment." Marcos has de
clared an amnesty for rebels who sur
render, but the few who give up are 
usually killed in vengeance by the 
troops. In Lebak, Cotabato, 1,000 
civilians caught in a cross fire sought 
protection from the army, alid the 
young men, numbering about 100, 
were led away and shot. Two weeks 
of heavy bombing failed to dislodge 
rebel positions in Lebak, Parang, Car
men, and Sultan Kudarat, all in Co
tabato. On Basilan Island, the civilian 
population, seeking refuge in the 
mountains and coastal ·mangrove 
swamps, is being decimated by air 
bombardment Fighting continues 
around the Goodrich rubber planta
tion, also in Basilan. 

If conditions deteriorate further, the 
army may take over from Marcos in 
a palace coup. Such a move might 
well be led by General Fidel Ramos, 
commander of the Philippine Constab
ulary. Ramos, a second cousin of 
Marcos, enjoys considerable prestige 
with junior officers and would be read
ily acceptable to U.S. imperialism, 
which is often embarrassed by the 
blunders, inefficiency, and extrava
gance of the Marcos regime. 

Iran has a long history of struggle 
against the shah's regime and will 
continue the struggle together with all 
combatants of Iran. The Iranian peo
ples, despite their various nationalities, 
are facing the same enemy, and will, 
hand in hand, crush the monarchist
fascist regime of Iran. 

Aziz Mostafa Zadeh and Mohamad 
Sadiq are among the hundreds of 
Iranian p,atriots executed in recent 
years by the shah and his fascist re
gime. It is the clear duty of all free
dom-loving people to urge the Iranian 
regime to publish the names and fate 
of arrested Kurdish patriots, to make 
public the names and sentences passed 
on all detainees. 
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The next Bangladesh? 

Pakistan army out to crush Baluchi freedom fighters 
By Ernest Harsch 

"All the conditions are present to 
transform Baluchistan into a new 
Bangladesh," wrote Jean-Pierre Vien
not in the November issue of the 
monthly Le Monde Diplomatique. The 
October 10 Japanese English-lan
guage daily Asahi Evening News 
quoted an official of the National 
Awami party, which has a strong base 
in Baluchistan, as saying that the 
"makings of · a new Bangladesh are 
there. There are freedom-fighters in 
the hills- several thousand of them. 
The army has been sent against them." 

The analogy ·with Bangladesh has 
not been lost even on Pakistani gov
ernmental officials, as the clashes be
tween government troops and Baluchi 
nationalists have continued to mount. 
The governor of the province of 
Baluchistan has declared that between 
6,000 and 20,000 guerrillas are ac
tive there and in March, Prime Minister 

Pakistani Prime Minister Bhutto with Nix
on. Bhutto also has aid of Peking in war 
against rebels. 

Zulfikar Au Bhutto sent one third 
of the Pakistani army- 80,000 men
to Baluchistan to put down the resist
ance. 

Baluchistan, a largely arid and 
mountainous region, is the largest and 
most sparsely populated province in 
Pakistan. More than one million Ba
luchis live in the Pakistani province 
of Baluchistan and in parts of the 
province of Sind, while 750,000 more 

· live across the border in Iran. In 
addition, the Pathans, who comprise 
the second largest nationality in 
Baluchistan, also spill over into 
Pakistan's North West Frontier 
Province (NWFP), where they are the 
majority, and into large parts of Af
ghanistan. Both the Baluchis and 
and Pathans, many of whom still fol
low tribal traditions and live in al
most inaccessible areas, have a long 
history of opposition to the various 
central governments that have 
administered the region. 

The general elections of December 
1970 gave the National Awami party 
(NAP) majorities in the provincial as
semblies of Baluchistan and the 
NWFP. The NAP, which favored 
greater autonomy for Baluchis, 
Pathans, and Bengalis, became the 
principal bourgeois opposition to 
Bhutto's Pakistan People's Party 
(PPP) after Bhutto took over from 
Yahya in the wake of Bangladesh 
independence. 

The NAP's calls for autonomy for 
Baluchistan and the NWFP, and the 
development of nationalist activity 
'"aised fears in the capital, Islamabad, 

that the Bangladesh experience miglit 
be duplicated in the remaining section 
of the Islamic state. Early in 1973, 
Bhutto decided to take actions against 
the NAP and to strengthen the federal 
government. 

In February, Abdul Qayyum Khan, 
Pakistani minister of the interior, or
ganized a rebellion against the NAP 
regime in Lasbela, a district in the 
southern part of Baluchistan. At
taullah Mengal, who was then prime 
minister of Baluchistan, quickly or
ganized a militia and crushed the cen
tral-government-sponsored upnsmg. 
A few days later, a cache of arms 
was "uncovered" at the Iraqi Embassy 
in Islamabad. Bhutto charged that the 
weapons had been destined for the 
NAP forces in Baluchistan. He used 
this as a pretext for removing the NAP 
governors of Baluchistan and the 
NWFP and replacing them with two 
pro-Bhutto men. 

A state of emergency was declared 
and thousands of suspected NAP 
members and sympathizers were ar
rested. The October issue of People's 
Front, the newspaper of the Demo
cratic party of Baluchistan (Iranian), 
reported that more than 3,000 NAP 
members as w·ell as 5,000 other Ba
luchis had been arrested. In addition, 
many have fled across the border into 
Afghanistan to escape the terror. 

The Pakistani army, while not yet 
carrying out large-scale massacres as 
it did in Bangladesh, has razed entire 
villages, poisoned drinking wells, 
killed sheep and other livestock, raped 
women, tortured prisoners, and killed 
suspected leaders of the resistance. 

The NAP, most of whose leaders 
are tribal chiefs or landowners, never 
intended to break away from the 
federal government or to mobilize the 
masses of Baluchis and Pathans 
against it The October 10 Asahi 
Evening News quoted one NAP leader 
as saying: "We were never secession
ists. But Bhutto is driving us into 
this position." 

But so far Bhutto has shown no 
signs of willingness to compromise, 
and the conflict continues to escalate 
week by week, threatening to go be
yond the control of either Bhutto or 
the NAP. 

Should the resistance to Bhutto's at
tacks spark a real mass uprising, the 
shah of Iran would be prepared to in
tervene militarily to help crush it. Teh
ran and Islamabad are both members 
of the Central Treaty Organization 
(CENTO), and the shah has been 
building up his military strength in 
the region for the past few years. 

In his be Monde Diplomatique ar
ticle Jean-Pierre Viennot described the 
shah's interest in Baluchistan: "The 
existence of an autonomous, demo
cratic regime in Pakistani Baluchistan 
would inevitably have repercussions 
in Iranian Baluchistan. . . . Further
more, Baluchistan occupies a strategic 
position along the Gulf of Oman that 
is regarded as a 'security zone' by the 
Iranian government, which claims the 
right to intervene with arms against 
any revolutionary movement, as it 
has already done in the Sultanate of 
Oman." 

The shah himself said, according 
to Viennot: "If Pakistan breaks up, 
a new Vietnam could develop. Wemust 
act so as to keep Pakistan from com-

ing to pieces. That would be a ter
rible catastrophe, a Vietnam-type sit
uation of newer and greater dimen
sions. I am frightened at the mere 
thought. If that should occur despite 
everything, the least that we could 
do, in our own national interests, 
would be to take protective measures 
in Baluchistan." 

Such "protective measures" are al
ready under way. Two giant military 

bases are under construction at Chah 
Bahar and J ask in Iranian Baluchi
stan. The $600-million military base 
at Chah Bahar will be the largest 
of its kind in the Indian Ocean. 

The May People's Front reported 
that Tehran had sent five divisions-
80,000 men-into Iranian Baluchi
stan: "Sparsely populated Baluchistan 
today gives the look of a vast army 
camp. Most of these troops are rob
bing and looting foodstores and sheep 
or goats from poor Baluch herdsmen. 
Their behaviour with Baluch inhabi
tants is such as if they were an enemy 
force." The June 7 Karachi Leader 
also reported that three military en
campments had been built at Kharan, 
Turbat, and Khuzdar in Pakistani Ba
luchistan with the aid of Iranian 
troops. 

Peking, which backed Yahya Khan 
against Bangladesh in 1971, also is 
supporting Bhutto and the shah 
against any possible secessionist de
velopments in Baluchistan. Hsinhua 
reported on June 19 that Chinese For
eign Minister Chi Peng-fei said on a 
visit to Tehran: "His Imperial Majesty 
the Shahanshah once said that the 
situation both east and west of Iran 
constitutes a very strong warning to 
Iran and that the nation has to 
strengthen its defences in view of the 
prevailing situation in the region. It 
is necessary and understandable for 
Iran to take measures to strengthen 
her defences for safeguarding her se
curity, independence and sovereignty." 

Whatever the political and military 
efforts on the part of Islamabad, 
Tehran, and Peking to stabilize the 
region, the situation is already reach
ing beyond the limited goals of the 
NAP leadership. In 1972, when the 
NAP ruled both Baluchistan and the 
NWFP, the Kissan-Mazdoor party 
(KMP-Peasant-Worker party) orga
nized peasant uprisings and land oc
cupations. 

Much of the land tilled by the peas
ants is tribal property, but the sardars 
(tribal chiefs) have been trying to get 
title to the land. The sardars also 
collect a traditional shishak, or feudal 
tax, from the peasants working the 
tribal land. 

In Kalat, in southern Baluchistan, 
the Kissan-Mazdoor party organized 
the peasants and agricultural workers 
to resist the expropriations of tribal 
land and to stop payment of the shi
shak; 

Besides the KMP a number of Balu
chi nationalist groups to the left of 
the NAP have also emerged. Allied 
with the Democratic party of Balu
chistan ( Iran ian) are the People's 
Democratic party of Baluchistan and 
the People's Democratic party of Sind, 
both of which describe themselves as 
Marxist-Leninist. Though they seem 
to agree with Mao's concept of a 
"people's army" based in the country
side to carry on the struggle, they 
openly reject the Maoist label because 
of Peking's positions on Bangladesh 
and Baluchistan. 

The NAP itself has split, the dis
sidents forming the NAP-Revolution
ary Group, which criticized the NAP's 
sardar leadership. Similarly, the NAP 
student wing, the Baluchi Students Or
ganization (BSO), suffered the break
away of the BSO-Awami Group, which 
charges that the NAP has "renounced 
its socialist and revolutionary ideas 
and transformed itself into a . social
democratic party representing the in
terests of the tribal chiefs and the big 
landholders." 

Should a compromise between 
Bhutto and the NAP be worked out, 
there are sections of the Baluchi na
tionalist movement that have indicated 
in advance their opposition to any 
deals with Bhutto that disregard the 
rights of the Baluchis and Pathans 
to self-determination. 

Bhutto, however, remains the main 
obstacle to any compromise. His in
transigence, for the moment, may very 
well drive the NAP leaders further 
than they originally intended to go, 
just as the events in Bangladesh led 
to its secession even though Mujibur 
Rahman had sought only autonomy 

SHAH: 'Frightened at mere thought' of 
rebellion in Pakistan. 

for East Pakistan. 
Furthermore, the contradictions that 

have emerged in Bangladesh between 
the relatively weak ruling class and 
the masses of peasants and workers 
are already quite evident within the 
Baluchi nationalist movement. The de
velopment of a struggle for indepen
dence could thus boil over into a strug
gle against the Baluchi sardars and 
landowners themselves. 



New hospital union holds convention in NY 
By KARIN GREEN 
NEW YORK-Arally of 1,200 union 
delegates and invited guests opened 
the founding convention of the Na
tional Union of Hospital and Health 
Care Employees, held here Nov. 28-
Dec. 1. 

The new union's goal is to orga
nize health care on an industrial basis, 
that is, to include in membership all 
hospital workers- service, clerical, 
technical, and professional. The latter 
refers specifically to registered nurses, 
who have not had union representa
tion before. 

The potential membership is three 
million workers whose present average 
weekly wage is $105, according to 
Leon Davis, head of the new union. 
The first-year goal is to organize 20,-
000 new members, bringing the total 
union membership to nearly 100,000. 

While the convention was still in 
session, a sit-down protest by workers 
at George Washington University 
Hospital in Washington, D. C., de
manding union recognition and rep
resentation, showed the kind of mili
tant actions that this new union can 
inspire. 

The high percentage of Blacks, 
Puerto Ricans, and women working in 
this industry was evident at the New 
York rally. Blacks and Puerto Ricans 
totaled about 75 percent of the union 
delegates who attended. Women were 
a majority. Half were under 30. 

The new union is an outgrowth of 
Drug and Hospital Union Local 1199 
in New York and the National Union 
of Hospital and Nursing Home Em
ployees, a division of the Retail, 
Wholesale & Department Store Union, 
AFL-CIO. The new union retains 
RWDSU affiliation, with autonomy in 
the health care industry. 

The speakers at the opening rally 
provided an indication of the perspec-

tives held by the union leadership. 
Coretta Scott King, who will serve 

as honorary chairwoman of the union, 
recalled the close ties between Local 
1199 and the civil rights movement. 

United Farm Workers President 
Cesar Chavez, who spoke at the end 
of the rally, received the warmest re
sponse of all the speakers. He com
pared the struggles of the farm work
ers and hospital workers, saying that 
both are among the lowest-paid work
ers; both are mostly Black, Puerto 
Rican, and Chicano; and both are 
fighting for dignity and self-respect 
and for their own unions. 

Leon Davis, longtime president of 
Local 1199, spoke about the· prob
lems of the hospital workers in the 
aftermath of the recent New York 
strike. Local 1199 had closed 48 hos
pitals and nursing homes for a week 
in an attempt to force Nixon's Cost 
of Living Council to approve a $12 
weekly wage increase previously 
awarded by a New York state arbitra
tion panel. 

The strike failed to win the overdue 
raise, but it got a partial settlement 
of $9. Davis praised the solidarity 
of union members during the strike 
and said it promised greater gains 
in the future. 

Davis directed his sharpest attacks. 
against government corruption and 
the heavy fines imposed on the union. 
"When our union takes strike action 
to win a living wage, the government 
of Nixon and Agnew levies fines of 
three-quarters of a million dollars. 
Yet Nixon and Agnew, who have 
robbed millions from the people, get 
off without punishment," he said. 

The attacks on the Watergate gang 
in Washington were cheered, but there 
was a mixed response to the explana
tion of the union's failure to win a 
better settlement. Many of the delegates 

Hospital workers' sit-in in Washington, D. C. Such actions show potential for new union. 

present were still bitter over the out
come. 

Harry Van Arsdale, president of the 
New York City Labor Council, spoke 
briefly on the policy of the council to 
"help our neighbors," referring to the 
struggle of the United Farm Workers. 

Arsdale's remarks received polite at
tention but stirred little enthusiasm. 
Everyone was aware that national 
and local AFL-CIO leaders had re
mained silent during the New York 
hospital strike. VanArsdale's presence 
was intended to show that the "respect
able and responsible" AFL-CIO bu
reaucracy is still behind the hospital 
union. 

Max Steinberg, assistant to RWDSU 
president Max Greenberg, tried to ex
plain why the AFL-CIO hierarchy 
continues to lend its authority to the 
antiunion Cost of Living Council by 
serving on its agencies. Greenberg, 
as president of the RWDSU, still sits 
on the health industry stabilization 
panel- even after this panel approved 
a hefty 9 percent increase in hospital 
prices and knocked down the meager 
wage increase of hospital workers. 

Greenberg's stand-in, Steinberg, 
offered the lame excuse that if union 
officials were not serving on wage con-

Continued on page 22 

Auto workers are facing massive layoffs 
By DERRICK MORRISON 
Slumping sales and the "energy crisis" 
are being used as pretexts by the Big 
Three auto makers for laying off near
ly 200,000 workers in December and 
January. 

General Motors, the largest of the 
Big Three, announced Nov. 23 that 
it would halt production at 16 of its 
24 assembly plants in North America 
Dec. 17, the week before Christmas. 
This would lay off 105,000 GM as
sembly workers in the U.S. and 
Canada. Traditionally the auto plants 
close Christmas week and reopen Jan. 
2. 

Since these plants produce the full
size and intermediate models, which 
are no longer selling well because they 
burn more gasoline than the smaller 
models, GM would thereby reduce its 
inventory. 

The Chrysler Corporation then an
nounced a post-holiday shutdown of 
seven of its ·10 North American as
sembly plants, a move affecting 44,-
400 workers. At six of the plants the 
shutdown will last three days. At the 
seventh it will be extended to two 
weeks. 

The Ford Motor Company joined 
in Nov. 30. But Ford is not laying 
off; it is cutting from its payrolls
firing- 2,546 workers at 13 different 
plants. 

These layoffs at GM and Chrysler 
assembly plants will lead to layoffs 
in parts and stamping plants. (GM 
announced Dec. 3 that total GM lay
offs would reach 137,000 in De
cember.) 

Workers who have been in GM 
plants a year or more will get 95 
percent of their wages during the lay
off-if it doesn't last too long. But 
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Nearly 200,000 auto workers will be 
laid off in December and January. 

for those who haven't...,.. and they will 
be among the first to be idled- there 
will be no Supplementary Unemploy
ment Benefits. 

The layoffs follow record profits in 
the Big Three during the past two 
years. With the ink hardly dry on 
contracts recently negotiated with the 
Big Three by the United Auto Workers 
union, Irving Bluestone, UA W vice
president and director of the union's 
GM department, had asked GM to 
postpone the layoffs. "Impractical," 
was the retort of George Morris, GM 
vice-president. 

The UAW officials had lavished 
much praise on the contracts nego
tiated with the Big Three. The big 
issues were forced overtime and wages. 
On the first issue, however UAW of
ficials backed down from a struggle 
for real voluntary overtime, allowing 
Chrysler to implement a nine-hour 
day, and Ford, a 10-hour day. At 
GM- where the contract is now being 

voted on by the 415,000 workers in 
its plants- workers could "choose" be
tween a 10-hour day and a nine-hour 
day with more compulsory Saturday 
overtime. 

The wage increase in all three con
tracts comes to a paltry 3 percent, 
or less than $2 a day. 

While the UAW officials got the 
Chrysler workers to ratify, more than 
a third of the 170,000 Ford workers 
who voted- including the overwhelm
ing majority of the skilled trades 
workers - voted against the agree
ment. Since the UAW constitution re
quires a majority of both the produc
tion and skilled trades workers for 
ratification, the Ford agreement was 
thus rejected, although UAW officials 
say this is not so. 

The provision generating much of 
the opposition in Ford skilled trades 
was one allowing the company to re
place skilled workers who refused so
called voluntary overtime with pro
duction workers or skilled labor ob
tained through outside· contractors. 
The UAW officials have renegotiated 
this provision with Ford and are re
portedly undecided whether to call 
another vote among the skilled trades 
or have a vote by a union body on 
the new provision. 

In any event, the UAW officials have 
no intention of resubmitting the whole 
agreement for another vote by the 
workers. 

Because of the unprecedented rejec
tion at Ford, the UAW moved cau
tiously at GM, giving less publicity 
to the agreement. There is little doubt 
that it will be accepted. 

However, the layoffs point up the 
problems that the Big Three contracts 
didn't resolve for the workers. There 

is mounting talk of a recession next 
year, and spokesmen for the Nixon 
administration predict that unemploy
ment may climb to 6 percent. More
over, prices continue to climb. For 
the six months ending in October the 
Consumer Price Index rose by gov
ernment calculations at a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 9.2 percent. 

Although the UAW is on record for_ 
the 30 hour week at 40 hours pay
an answer to the auto companies' lay
offs now and in the future- this de
mand was probably the furthest thing 
.from the minds of the union official
dom. 

'You might try something I've tried 
recently: eat a little less' -John Mc
Lane, deputy director, Cost of Living 
Council 

And the 
socialist 
alternative: 

INFLATION: WHAT CAUSES IT, HOW 
TO FIGHT IT by Linda Jenness, Dick 
Roberts, 24 pp., $.25 
ISSUES FACING THE LABOR MOVE
MENT IN THE 1970s edited by Paul 
Davidson, 32 pp., $.60 
THE WAGE-PRICE FREEZE SWINDLE 
by Les Evans, Linda Jenness, 24 pp., 
$.35. 

Order from: Pathfinder Press, Inc. 410 
West St., New York, N.Y. 10014 

' ~ 
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'The Case of the Legless Veteran' 

In the summer of 1948, James Kutcher, a veteran who had 
lost both his legs fighting in World War I~ was fired from his 
job as a clerk in a Veterans Administration hospital. The sole< 
reason was his membership in the Socialist Workers Party, 
which had recently been placed on the U.S. attorney general's 
list of "subversive" organizations. 

Kutcher was like thousands of others who fell victim to the 
anticommunist purges by the government "loyalty board" 
during the late 1940s and 1950s. Unlike most of them, he 

. decided to fight back. 
The Case of the Legless Veteran is Kutcher's story of his 

eight-year fight- in the courts and before public opinion- to 
regain his job. His case became a rallying point for those who 
sought to defend civil liberties during the depths of McCarthy
ism. A defense committee was assembled, literature was printed, 
speaking tours were organized, and before the end, support 
for his rights was won from hundreds of organizations and in
dividuals. 

The government responded. with further attacks- including 
cutting off Kutcher's disability pension- but it was fmally de
feated. He won back his pension, his job, and his back pay. 

Kutcher's book, fll'St published in a small British edition in 
1953, holds both valuable political lessons and great human 
interest. Kutcher, who retired last year, has written two addi
tional chapters for this new edition, describing the end of the 
case and drawing some conclusions. 

Reprinted below are major excerpts from the final chapter, 
"Summing Up," in which Kutcher answers a number of ques
tions, especially for those who did not live through the witch
hunt period. His comments on the meaning of his f.tght and 
the prospects for defense of civil libertit:S should be of interest 
to Militant readers. 

The Case of the Legless Veteran is a Monad Press book dis
tributed by Pathfmder Press. 410 West Street, New York, N.Y. 
10014. 256 pp. Holiday offer until Jan. 1: paper $2.35; cloth 
$7.15. 

To help clarify certain matters for readers who did not live 
through the postwar witch-hunt period or who remember it 
only faintly, I asked haH a dozen young people, some of whom 
were not born when my case began, to read the first edition 
of this book and then pose questions they would like answered 
or discussed. In some cases I have synthesized their questions 
for convenience. 

What do you think was accomplished by all the efforts made 
in your behalf? Did they really make any difference in what 
the ruling class decided to do about McCarthyism, the subver
sive list, etc.? Wouldn't the same general changes have taken 
place if you hadn'tfought the case? 

In an immediate sense I can point to the recovery of my 
job as an achievement of our work. It obviously never would 
have happened without our defense activities. It was not a 
big thing, it did not shake the world, but several victims of 
the witch-hunt have told me that my fight encouraged them 
to resist. That is a factor that can't be measured or weighed 
exactly, but anything that induced the victims to resist or keep 
on resisting, and thereby created the possibility of educating 
and mobilizing broader sentiment and action against the witch
hunt, was a decidedly positive factor. 

Our victory, partial though it was, also heartened and gave 
ammunition to those who had not been directly victimized 
themselves but wanted to stop the repression. It tended to un
dermine the morale and sell-confidence of at least some of 
the witch-hunters and their followers or dupes. And it had 
a healthy impact on the great mass of the people who stood 
in the middle and had not actively committed themselves to 
either side, whose support both sides were trying to win. 

Another factor that must not be overlooked in drawing up 
any balance sheet relates to the overall aim of the witch-hunt, 
which was to root out or prevent the development of move
ments that might oppose Washington's plans to make the world 
safe for capitalist investments. A corollary was the complete 
annihilation, if possible, of parties or groups seeking to pose 
a socialist or communist alternative in the United States. This 
last objective came closer to being reached than many young 
people today realize. The Socialist Workers Party, the Com
munist Party and all other radical groups in this country 
were very badly damaged. Part of their members and sup
porters were intimidated, and dropped away. Another part 
became demoralized, and dropped away. Worst of all was 
the isolation that surrounded them. Inability to get a response 
to their :vork strengthened the internal dangers that can de
stroy any radical movement: opportunist adventures to break 
out of isolation and sectarian adaptation to isolation. 

Although both its ranks and influence were seriously reduced 
by the witch-hunt, my party managed to survive, with its 
revolutionary perspectives and integrity intact, until the 1960s 
when the political climate improved and it began to grow 
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tsts oug 
again. To tell how this all happened would take another book. 
But the leaders of my party think that one of the elements 
enabling it to survive was the defense campaign waged around 
my case, which, although it was "only" a civil liberties case, 
could not be separated from the right of revolutionary so
cialists to exist and function legally. At the very least it enabled 
us to break through the shroud of silence and reach millions 
of people with arguments in favor of that right. If it did 
nothing else, even if it had not ended with my winning back 
my job, this alone would have justified our defense work . 
I know of additional results, because some people have told 
me that their first interest in socialism was aroused by curi
osity about my case and the ideas for which I was being 
persecuted. 

But the main thrust of your questions concerns something 
broader. Did civil liberties fights like mine compel the ruling 
class to moderate the witch-hunt? My answer is that our re
sistance to the witch-hunt undoubtedly had some effect on the 
calculations of the ruling class. Its incentive to even reconsider 
the question would have been much smaller if there had been 
no resistance; in that event, the ruling class proponents of 
all-out repression would have had the powerful argument that 
there was no need to modify the postwar policy because the 
whole population had accepted it. How much effect our re
sistance had I cannot say. I think it must have been signif
icant, but I cannot prove it. In any case, I readily agree that 
it was not the sole cause of the change that was made in the 
mid-1950s and may not have been the main cause. The ruling 
class decided on that change, in my opinion, only after a care
ful consideration of all factors convinced it that a continuation 
of the witch-hunt along the lines initiated after the war was 
neither necessary nor in its own best interests. 

If this is correct, or approximately correct, does it follow 
then that our resistance was wasted effort, or, by implication, 
that it would be wasted if we were faced with a repetition of 
the conditions we faced in the years after World War II? Ab
solutely not! In the first place, we did not have the advantage 
of hindsight. At the time the government was definitely moving 
in the direction of a police state. We did not know that the 
ruling class would have second thoughts about this perspective 
some day, and I am sure the ruling class itseH did not know 
that. The retreat from the police state perspective was not in
evitable; it could have been forestalled, for example, by the 
outbreak of a world war, which at that time all sides con
sidered possible. Not to have resisted with every resource at 
our command would have meant relying in the last analysis 
on the good will or rationalism of the ruling class. That is 
not the kind of "realism" I ever could recommend to anyone, 
nor the kind that genuine radicals can accept after the experi
ence of the United States government's role in Indochina. 

I welcome these questions insofar as they are motivated 
by a desire to put my case into its proper (modest) frame
work. But I cannot go along with any suggestion that struggle 
was unnecessary at that time or, by implication, next time. 

. What alternative will there be except struggle (more massive 
and more effective than that of the 1950s) when the ruling 
class a~ain turns in the direction of a police state? Wouldn't 
it be stupid, suicidally stupid, to abstain from struggle on 
the ground that the ruling class did not go all the way last 
time? I insist that there is nothing at all in the history of that 
period to provide any basis for believing that they will not 
try to go much farther or even all the way next time. 

You seemed to think we were on the verge of becoming a 
police state, but it didn't happen that way. What happened 
to change the whole atmosphere in this country from the one 
described in your book to the quite different one that prevailed 
in the 1960s? 

The police state danger in the 1950s was real, present and 
ominous; it is poor logic to assume that it never existed merely 
because the process was interrupted and in part reversed. 

I have already said that I think the ruling class decided 
in the mid-1950s to suspend the process. Not because of any 
devotion to democratic principles, abstract or concrete; it 
wouldn't have taken them so many years if that had been 
their main concern. They did it out of carefully calculated 
sell-interest. Weighing all the factors, international and national, 
they concluded that continuing the police state process at that 
time would do them more harm than good, would cost more 
than it was worth, would hamper the kind of capital-labor 
relations that are most profitable for the capitalists. Changes 
in the balance of power after the Soviet Union acquired atomic 
and hydrogen weapons, and the effects these had on the im
minence. of war; the lessons of Korea, where U.S. military 
might had to settle for a draw; the desire to be able to present 
a democratic "image" in propaganda directed to the insurgent 
colonial peoples; the disadvantages, overhead costs and un
reliability of demagogues like Joe McCarthy; the belief that 
the tested weapons of propaganda and corruption were supe
rior to naked police coercion for keeping the masses in line 
at home (except in special situations); perhaps the feeling that 
domestic threats to their power had been exaggerated- these 
and no doubt other considerations figured in their de~ision. 

The Militant campaigned for Kutch 
cartoon from 1949 Militant. 

James Kutcher Civil Rights DefenSf 
tober 1949. Left to right: Dr. OrvillE 
Novack, James Kutcher, AI Barbour, 

Kutcher at notional CIO convention 
ens of unions supported his defense, 



1' s civil liberties. Above, Laura Gray 

;ommittee banquet in Detroit in Oc
nck, Dr. Henry Hitt Crane, George 
ogust Scholle, and Art Fox. 

1 Cleveland, November l949. Doz
fort. 

While one part of the answer to the above question can be 
explained by a decision of the ruling class, the other and bigger 
part relates to something that happened independently of the 
will of the ruling class- a radicalization of a large strata 
of the American people in the 1960s. 

This radicalization did not assume the same forms that pre
vious American radicalizations had taken-for example, the 
radicalization in the early 1900s that is associated with Eugene 
V. Debs, or the radicalization in the 1930s that is associated 
with the rise of the CIO. But like them, the radicalization of 
the 1960s was a result of masses of people trying to grapple 
with the particular contradictions of capitalism as they were 
expressed and felt in their own time. It began with the Black 
people fighting against oppression, first through peaceful civil 
rights demonstrations and then through explosive urban up
risings. It spread among the youth, first of all students, who 
began with sympathy for the Black struggle and quickly began 
to question the other evils of capitalism and imperialism, es
pecially after the victory of the Cuban Revolution and the 
extension of U.S. intervention in Indochina. 

Wouldn't it have been better to have a small defense com
mittee that agreed with your political views than the large 
committee you actually had, which on the whole disagreed 
with them? It wasn't the members of that committee that did 
the basic work on your case anyway. With a smaller committee, 
but one that agreed with you politically, your propaganda 
could have been more political, more socialist in content. 

Nothing but trouble can result from failing to understand the 
distinction between a defense committee and a political party. 
I already had a political party behind me, the Socialist Workers 
Party, doing everything within its means to help me; unfor
tunately, its means were restricted. What I needed was a broad 
committee through which I could reach out to influence people 
who did not already support my rights. I didn't need· a 
committee to make political pronouncements or to express 
agreement with my political ideas. That would only have dupli
cated what the Socialist Workers Party already was doing, 
and it would not have opened any new doors to me. Further~ 
more, it was not my main task to present and defend the ideas 
of the Socialist Workers Party. We had a division of labor: 
the Socialist Workers Party presented our joint ideas to the 
public; my task was to explain why I, and the Socialist 
Workers Party, had the right to hold our socialist ideas without 
being persecuted for them. If, in the process, I also explained 
some of these socialist ideas or aroused interest in them (and 
that happened as frequently as it happened naturally), that 
was all to the good; but that was not my main job in our 
division of labor. Incidentally, none of the defense committee 
members who differed with my political views ever complained 
about the way I answered questions relating to my views or 
charged that I was using the committee as a political football. 

A few years ago a Californian friend told me that he had 
tried to become active in a defense committee supporting Black 
Panther victims of police repression. He found it difficult, 
however, because when he attended a meeting of the committee, 
he was told that he could join only if he was in agreement 
with the Black Panther Party's program and tactics; and he 
was given a copy of .Mao Tse-tung's little red book and told 
to study it. But my friend had not made up his mind about 
the Black Panther program- all he was sure about was that 
they should not be persecuted or murdered, and he wanted 
to help them on that basis. When he said that he was critical 
of Maoism, he was told not to come back. I do not question 
anyone's right to form committees of this type; perhaps they 
served a function in bringing together sympathizers of the 
Black Panthers. But I do question the correctness of calling 
such formations "defense committees." And I would not like 
to be in the shoes of anyone whose life or liberty depended 
on the ability of such a "defense committee" to win mass 
support. 

Do you see the way your case was handled as a model 
to be followed in the many cases of repression against the. 
Black liberation, antiwar and other radical movements today? 

No, I do not offer it as a model. The nature of a defense 
campaign is largely shaped by the circumstances of the time 
when it takes place, especially the political climate. What you 
try to accomplish must be related to what seems possible. 
Your tactics are obviously different in a period of severe re
action and a period when millions are acquiring radical ideas. 
What a difference between 1948 and 1973! What a difference 
in the American people's reactions to the Korean War and 
the Indochinese War, although the basic issues were similar. 
At the time of my case it was quite difficult to find any lawyers 
to represent me, even when I consented to their making periodic 
declarations that they did not agree with my political views; 
today there are plenty of good young lawyers willing and able 
to defend radicals and nonconformists. Thanks to them, to 
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a greater unwillingness among jurors to be treated as stooges 
in trials involving radicals, and to changes in court rules 
about evidence, wiretapping, etc., radical defendants today 
are less certain to be convicted automatically than was the 
case in the 1950s. When my case began it was still possible 
to gain significant support from the organized labor move
ment; today, when the unions have become more bureaucratized 
and conservatized, it would be difficult to get equivalent 
support. On the other hand, many millions outside the labor 
movement have been radicalized, and offer areas of possible 
support that did not exist in 1948. 

If I were called on to make an evaluation of some defense 
committees I have observed in recent years, my major criticism 
would be that they are too unimaginative and too conservative 
about tapping the great potential for support that exists all 
around them. Patient and persistent work probably could make 
headway in the unions even under their present leadership, 
and certainly could win support among the younger workers. 

What, in your opinion, are the present prospects for the 
United States to become (a) a police state, (b) a place where 
the democratic rights of all will be fully recognized and en
forced? 

The radicalization of the 1960s moved the country farther 
away from a police state than the ruling class had planned 
in the 1950s. The Nixon administration has tried to reverse 

Radicalization of the 1960s pushed back witch-hunt atmosphere, as 
many young people rejected red-baiting. Above, 1962 demonstra
tion of two thousand people against ultraright Young Americans 
for Freedom rally in Madison Square Garden. 

this process, with partial success, but only partial success so 
far. It would be a bad mistake to take this threat lightly 
because the witch-hunt after World War II showed how much 
initiative can be taken and how much damage can be done 
in this area by a determined administration. All I am sure 
of is that the outcome will be decided by bitter struggle. I 
also think there will be much more resistance this time than 
there was in the 1950s. 

So long as the capitalists can maintain their rule and their 
profits without resorting to a totalitarian dictatorship, they 
will do so, because it is easier and cheaper for them. As soon 
as their rule afid their profits are seriously challenged, they 
will not hesitate, or at least not for long, to try to destroy 
whatever democratic rights they think get in their way. Those 
are the two poles between which the coming struggle will un
fold. Even this does not tell the whole story, because prior 
to any decision they make about establishing a police state 
the capitalists are not going to go out of their way to preserve 
or extend democracy. Some people talk as if "repression" were 
a recently developed device of the ruling class, dating approx
imately since 1968. Actually it has always been present, used 
more or less in different periods, but always on hand and 
in reserve. We have never had complete or consistent enforce
ment of democratic rights in this country, and I believe we 
are never going to have it under capitalism. Capitalism learned 
to live with fragmentary, partial and often deceptive forms 
of democracy when it was useful or when there was no alter
native, but its continued existence is incompatible with the 
establishment of genuine rule by the major.ity. Only a socialist 
revolution that will do away with economic exploitation, racism, 
sexism and cultural degradation can hope to bring to life 
the full blessings of democracy that capitalism talks about 
but has always denied the great majority. 

"Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." This slogan of 
the early capitalist class is still timely today. I am sure it 
will be timely until capitalism goes, and I suspect that it will 
still come in handy after capitalism goes, until the last vestiges 
of oppression are eradicated in a new society. 
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Revolutionary explosion of Greek workers 
and students hailed by Fourth International 
The following statement was issued 
Nov. 28 by the United Secretariat of 
the Fourth InternationaL 

Since April 21, 1967, Greece has 
lived under a military dictatorship. 
While this dictatorship was imposed 
to solve the grave crisis of bourgeois 
rule resulting from the prerevolution
ary situation of 1963-65, it has be
come glaringly evident that this solu
tion has failed. 

The dictatorship of the colonels was 
not able to build a popular base for 
its policy and its regime. This resulted 
in the bourgeois ill'Stitutions facing a 
continual crisis. In no way could the 
colon'Ms' formal proclamation of a 
"republic" provide a solution. 

The repression and the wage freeze 
that were supposed to guarantee in
creased profits for the Greek capital
ists and their imperialist backers were 
unable to prevent the runaway infla
tion that has been undermining the 
economy for the past two years. The 
virtually uninterrupted application of 
martial law as well as the use of mili
tary tribunals and torture to intimidate 
opponents of the dictatorship proved 
unable to stem the powerful popular 
upheaval that took shape in the revo
lutionary explosion in Athens. 

The Greek bourgeoisie had become 
aware of the patent bankruptcy of 
their policy, as evidenced during the 
past year by, the signs of a radical
ization of major sectors of the worker 
and student youth. In response to the 
way the situation was developing (and 
after the lamentable failure of the 
navy's attempted coup d'etat), the 
leading circles of the Greek bourgeoi
sie pressed for a "liberalization." In 
reality this shift meant only normal
izing the military regime, which as
sumed some formal trappings of bour
geois democracy sucn as holding a 
referendum on the abolition of the 
monarchy, proclaiming a republic, 
and preparing elections. 

The proclamation of a "republic"had 
the aim of defining a new institutional 
rramework in the wake of the collapse 
of the monarchy. Naming a civilian 
cabinet under Markezinis, scheduling 
elections for 1974, and above all 
lifting martial law were supposed to 
create the conditions for establishing 
a strong state, which would be left 
as a legacy of the years of military 
dictatorship. The objective of the rul
ing class was to obtain the maximum 
room for maneuver in dealing with 
the demands of the people. 

This political operation required the 
acquiescence of those sectors of the 
bourgeoisie opposed to the junta (rep
resented by such figures as Kanello
poulos and Mavros). Their participa
tion in the elections was intended to 
give credibility to Papadopoulos's 
project. On this condition alone could 
Papadopoulos be assured of full con
trol of the key sectors of the govern
ment. The Stalinists at first took an 
"understanding" attitude toward this 
"opening," which was shown in the 
backing and filling of the political 
leaders linked to the Bureau of the 
Interior of the Greek CP (which is 
opposed to the Moscow-loyalist wing). 
But finally, under pressure from the 
popular mobilization, interlocutors for 
the dictatorship adopted a negative 
position toward the elections. This 
ruled out in advance any possibility 
of operation "normalization" gaining 
credibility. 

The student vanguard, whose con-
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fidence had been buoyed by the strug
gles in the spring of 1973, took ad
vantage of the new conditions brought 
about by the lifting of martial law. 
Just as the political consciousness and 
will to struggle of sectors of the work
ing class and the peasantry were ripen
ing, the students began organizing. 
A succession of strikes and demonstra
tions reflected this new political re-

the quality of the democratic and tech
nical organization, and the national 
impact of the event that will go down 
in history as the Athens revolutionary 
explosion of November 1973. At the 
same time, this development shows 
the failure of the combined policy of 
the imperialists and the Greek capi
talists, and most of all the accelera
tion o(the revolutionary rise in Europe 

Thousands of students and workers occupied Athens Polytechnic University and broad
cast appeals for a general strike and popular uprising to topple the dictatorship. 
Above, Athens Polytechnic during the upsurge . 

ality. 
A sharp drop in the buying power 

of the exploited classes in recent 
months helped to spread the influence 
of the young vanguard of workers 
and students who stood beyond the 
direct control of the Stalinist and re
formist bureaucracies. This gave mo
mentum to the militant trend of the 
struggle. ' 

Already' placed in a precarious po
sition by its isolation from the bour
geois politicians, who held back from 
Papadopoulos's operation, the Mar
kezinis government and its pretensions 
were irrevocably doomed by the power 
of the revolutionary explosion of the 
Athenian workers and students on No
vember 16. Papadopoulos's fate was 
sealed. This new irruption of the mass
es onto the scene came as a much 
greater threat to bourgeois rule than 
the mobilizations of 1965. The main 
feature of the events was that by its 
revolutionary and anticapitalist char
acter, this social explosion broke out 
of the reformist limitations imposed on 
the resistance by the Stalinists and the 
bourgeois liberals since the coup of 
April21, 1967. This was shown by the 
extraordinary combativity, the excep
tionally high level of politicalization, 

by sudden leaps. 

The new generation of workers and 
students has taken the initiative in the 
revolutionary struggle. The demon
strations and barricades of Novem
ber 1973 have created a new situa
tion, making a turning point in the 
revolutionary transformation of the 
mass movement and the mass mobili
zations. The emergence of an inte
grated worker and student vanguard 
guarantees the failure of any fu
ture "normalizations." Still more cer-

... pnd after the police and army assault. 

tainly, it assures that the resistance 
will widen and deepen, moving toward 
takb:ig the offensive. The first concrete 
elements of the answer that has been 
sought to the crisis in leadership of 
mass mobilizations arose in action 
during the revolutionary explosion in 
Athens. 

The accomplishments of this revo
lutionary explosion are many. The 
resistance to the dictatorship has as
sumed a clear working-class and revo
lutionary character, breaking from the 
Stalinist class-collaborationist, popu
lar-frontist orientations supported by 
the two Greek CPs, which shouted 
"provocation" when the barricades went 
up. The impetuous assault of the in
surgent students, who raised the slogan 
"power to the workers and peasants," 
and the building workers, who demon
strated with banners asserting the van
guard role of the working class, shat
tered the bourgeois democratic illu
sions that had been poisoning the pop
ular resistance to the dictatorship. Nei
ther the curfew, nor the tanks, nor 
the murders were able to prevent the 
revolutionary mobilization of the 
masses. Bourgeois liberals and Stalin
ist reformists have tried, however, to 
falsify the political character of this 
revolutionary explosion in their press 
and the media they control. Their ob
jective is to minimize the implications 
of this event, which are fatal for their 
respective policies. 

The coup d'etat carried out by a 
new military junta on November 25 
primarily reflects the weakening of the 
dictatorial regime and the splits with
in it. The situation is no longer the 
same as on April 21, 1967. The re
sistance has organized during the 
years of the dictatorship. It has learned 
how to fight, how to organize. And 
it is no longer paralyzed by surprise 
and disorganization as it was six 
years ago. The reformist apparatuses, 
notably the two Greek CPs, have lost 
their control over the masses and es
pecially the youth. The rising mobili
zation of the European working class, 
in which the emigrant Greek workers 
have taken part, has had a direct 
effect on the Greek masses. The iso
lation of 1967 has been broken. The 
internationalist character of this ex
plosion was made evident when the 
students shouted, "Thailand showed 
the way," or "Greece, Spain, Chile, 
forward to democracy!" The struggle 
for a Greek socialist revolution has 
scored a considerable advance. 

Long live the Greek workers and 
students! 

Down with the new military dicta
torship! 

Long live the Greek socialist revo
lution! 



CamQ.uses OQ.en under martial law 

Greek regime tortures political prisoners 
By ANDY ROSE 
Hundreds of students and workers are 
being held in prison and tortured by 
the new military regime in Greece. 

These political prisoners are among 
those arrested during the mass upris
ing against the U. S.-backed dictator
ship in mid-November. Some of them 
had just been released in an amnesty 
last August after spending years in 
jail. 

The Dec. 10 Newsweek reported its 
correspondent in Greece, John Barnes, 
had learned "that reports of student 
releases in Salonika, Greece's second
largest city, have turned out to be un
true. Indeed, parents crowding outside 
military-police headquarters in Salo
nika waiting for news of their chil
dren have been told to bring fresh 
clothes." 

The Newsweek report continued: 
"Tzeni Karezi, one of the country's top 
actresses, who was arrested along with 
her actor husband for joining the stu
dent uprising, managed to smuggle 
out a request for ear plugs to deaden 
the sounds of the screams of students 
being tortured in neighboring cells." 

General Dimitrios Ioannidis, report
edly the strongman behind the junta 
that ousted former dictator George Pa
padopoulos, is head of the hated mili
tary police (ESA-Elleniki Stratiotiki 

Astinomia). After the 1967 coup Joan
nidis built the ESA into a 20,000-
man secret police force, notorious for 
its torture of· political prisoners. One. 
of the slogans chanted by the students 
and workers last month was, "ESA
SS- torturers." His methods have not 
changed. 

Martial law remained in effect as 
students returned to campus Dec. 3, 
when the junta allowed reopening of 
the universities. 

"At Athens Polytechnic University, 
the headquarters of the student revolt 
against the Government of Mr. Papa
dopoulos, students milled about in the 
courtyard, avoiding classes," reported 
the Dec. 4 New York Times. "Three 
of their professors were said to be 
among those still detained. 

"'How can we go to class?' one of 
the students asked. 'Our professors 
are jailed, our colleagues detained, 
and there have been deaths.'" 

The new premier, Adamantios An
droutsopoulos, warned the students 
against further protests. "Our students 
can express their thoughts and 
disagreements in as lively a manner 
as they wish, so long as they do not 
disturb public order," he said. "It is 
not permissible for them to occupy 
buildings." 

The amount of "lively" disagreement 

Why U.S. backs Greek junta 
One of the few questions on which 
the new Greek dictators have man
aged to take a definite position is 
that Greece "will remain faithful to 
its international obligations and its 
treaties." 

Greece occupies a strategic spot 
in the NATO military alliance. This 
is one reason the U. S. government 
has propped up corrupt dictator
ships there with millions of dollars 
in arms and aid. 

The Dec. 10 U. S. News & World 
Report spelled out what Washington 
gets in return. It said, "The four 

major American installations are: 
Athenai Airport, an Air Force base 
near Athens; a naval base at Pi
raeus; the Naval Communications 
Station at Nea Makri near Athens; 
and Iraklion Air Station, an Air 
Force base on the island of Crete. 

"Six ships, all destroyers, use Pi
raeus as a home port, and about 
1,250 naval dependents live there. 
An aircraft carrier may soon join 
them. 

"U.S. service personnel in Greece 
include about 2,000 sailors, 2,500 
airmen and 500 soldiers." 

Half of cabinet members resign 

JOANNIDIS: Don't mention elections 

the generals will tolerate was indicated 
when they shut down the rightist 
Athens daily Vradyni for criticizing 
their failure to set a timetable for a 
return to parliamentary democracy. 

General Ioannidis called the major 
newspaper ·publishers on the carpet 
and warned them to be "extremely cau
tious" in their use of the word "elec
tions." 

The junta said the decision to re
open the schools "reflects the sense 
of security and tranquility that pre
vails in the country since last Sun
day [the day of the coup] .... " 

The truth is, however, that the gen
erals who replaced Papadopoulos are 
no closer to achieving stable capitalist 
rule than he was. They face the same 
pressures of overwhelming popular 
hatred for continued military rule, and 
mounting economic demands of the 
workers. 

"Generals, colonels, and majors 
have been left literally petrified by 
the discovery of the deepgoing radi
calization of Greek youth in the six 
years of the dictatorship. And most 

· of all they are terrified by the links 
between these youth and not incon
siderable sections of the proletariat, 
small merchants, and the popular 
strata," wrote Mino Monicelli in 
the Dec. 2 issue of the Rome weekly 
Espresso. 

The junta correctly believes that the 

limited concessions granted by Papa
dopoulos encouraged the masses to 
demand more and thus set the stage 
for this fall's revolt. On the other 
hand, harsh repressive moves could 
easily spark a new uprising. So, as 
Alvhi Shuster noted in the Dec. 3 New 
York Times, "there is general agree
ment among many Greeks and diplo
mats that those who have seized power 
are uncertain about what to do with 
it." 

The junta has announced that it will 
govern by decree for the indefinite fu
ture, promising only that "when the 
country is ready it will be led to elec
tions." 

The regime's indecisiveness has con
spicuously failed to win the confidence 
of major civilian political figures. 
Former minister of the interior George 
Rallis commented, "This is a time 
when you need somebody who can 
control both the army and the people. 
I doubt if this team of nobodies can 
do it." 

Former right-wing premier Panayo
tis Canellopoulos, who initially re
frained from criticizing the new junta, 
recently condemned them for "trying · 
to do exactly as their predecessors did, 
not realizing that what had failed was 
not the persons but the system- the 
system of governing the country with
out the people's consent." 

It will not be long before thi~ iso
lated regime will be challenged by 
students and workers again raising 
their demands. Whatever combination 
of repression and concessions the gen
erals respond with, they are going to 
be in a precarious position. 

The effect of the November uprising 
on many Greeks' willingness to strug
gle was illustrated by what one Athen
ian told Newsweek's Barnes: "For sev
en years we have put up with dictator
ship-imprisonment and torture. Now 
the blood of our children has been 
shed. I sat by my radio while my 
son was out in the streets. Next time 
I'll be with him." 

Student protests increase in South Korea 
The continuing student protests 
against the martial law regime in 
South Korea have forced the resigna
tion of ten of the twenty government 
cabinet members, including the head 
of the hated Korean Central Intelli-
gence Agency. ~ 

The resignations were announced 
the day after the National Assembly 
passed a resolution calling for 
freedom of the press, a "democratic 
parliament," and "generosity" toward 
the student protests. 

During the last week of November 
not a day went by in South Korea 
without further student demonstrations 
and clashes with the riot police. At 
fifteen colleges and universities in 
Seoul and in several schools in other 
cities, the students continued to protest 
the dictatorship of President Park 
Chung Hee. 

For the first time since the student 
actions began in October, church mem
bers staged a street march on No
vember 27, after which twenty-two per
sons were arrested. 

The next day, the largest action yet 
held took place at Ewha Women's 
University, where 4,000 students dem
onstrated for five and a half hours. 
In addition to the demands previously 
raised by other students, the women 
called for the cancellation of the 
Tokyo-Seoul economic conference 
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scheduled for December. When they 
began to march off campus, 300 riot 
police attacked and drove them back 
with tear gas. The following day, No
vember 29, some 500 students at Soo
do Women's Normal College also 
joined the growing protests and began 
a boycott of classes. 

On November 30, about 200 jour
nalists working at the Joongang Ilbo, 
one of the major Korean dailies, and 
at Tongyang radio station, staged a 
twenty-four-hour strike to protest gov
ernment censorship of the press. Im
mediately after the passing of a reso
lution by the 4,000-member Korean 
Reporters Association calling for an 
end to restrictions on freedom of the 
press, the president of the association, 
Park Ki Byung, was arrested. The 
same day, the Korean Bar Associa
tion called for the National Assembly 
to restore legislation protecting ''hu
man rights." 

More than 240 students were ar
rested in the course of the week's pro
tests, most of them being released by 
the weekend. Two of the student lead
ers, however, were sentenced to pris
on terms, one for a year and another 
eighteen months. 

In an effort to prevent demonstra
tions from spreading into the high 
schools, high school students in Seoul 
were reportedly told to start their long 

Demonstration at Yonsei University in Seoul is attacked by riot police with tear gas. 

winter vacation on Dec. 1, several 
days early. 

Also on Dec. 1, the 600,000-man 
South Korean armed forces were 
ordered on alert, ostensibly in re
sponse to recent North Korean claims 
of territorial rights to waters around 
five Yellow Sea islands held by the 
South. The Washington Posfs Seoul 
correspondent noted on Dec. 2, 
"Given the recent local history of do
mestic crackdowns, justified by claims 
of an external threat, suspicions 

abound in Seoul that this timing is 
not accidental." 

A growing sympathy for the actions 
of the students was reflected in a re
mark made by a former government 
official: "The demonstrations you see 
here in Seoul and elsewhere are only 
the tip of the iceberg. The discontent 
goes much deeper than that. It em
braces the middle class as well a.S the 
students. But it will be the students 
who lead the uprising if and when it 
comes." 
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Arab auto workers hit 
UA Ws aid to Israel 
By MIKE KELLY 
DETROIT-One thousand people, 
mostly young Arab auto workers, pro
tested the presentation here Nov. 28 
of the national B'nai B'rith Humani
tarian Award to Leonard Woodcock, 
president of the United Auto Work
ers Union. The demonstrators also 
opposed the UAW's aid to Zionist 
aggression through the union's pur
chase of Israel bonds. 

Richard Gerstenberg, chairman of 
the board of General Motors, was the 
first speaker at the $100-a-plate ban
quet in honor of Woodcock. He praised 
the UAW chief while guests peered 
through the plate glass windows of 
Coho Hall at the auto workers dem
onstrating outside. There are approxi
mately 15,000 Arab auto workers in 
the Detroit area, according to spokes
men for the newly formed Arab Auto 
Workers Caucus. 

Despite rain and cold weather, the 
demonstrators were loud and enthu
siastic. Their slogans, many inArabic, 
could be heard for blocks around for 
more than an hour. 

The signs on the picket line showed 
a wide representation of union locals 
and plants from the area. One sign 
said, "Woodcock Purchases Death for 

Arabs. Jefferson Assembly." Another, 
from Local 600 of the UAW, said, 
"Stop UAW Purchase of Israeli Bonds." 
Signs from Locals 235 and 244 de
manded, "Dispose of Israeli Bonds," 
while one from Local 140 said, "Final
ly Got the News How our Dues Being 
Used." Other signs were carried by 
workers from UAW Locals 1, 2, and 
3, and the Dodge Truck, Hamtramack, 
and Rouge plants. 

Other slogans were "U. S. Out of 
the Middle East," "Stop U.S. Arming 
of Israel," and "Israel Helps South 
Africa Kill Black People." 

In an interview with the Detroit News 
UAW Secretary-treasurer Emil Mazey 
defended the union's purchase of 
$785,000 in Israel bonds as a "good 
investment." AI Amen, a spokesman 
for the Arab-American Coordinating 
Committee (AACC), the group that 
called the action, pointed out that the 
bond purchases were made "without 
a vote of the rank-and-file members." 

The demonstration ended with a 
rally at Kennedy Square. The action, 
which received widespread newspaper 
and television coverage, was the sec
ond one organized by the AACC this 
fall. An earlier demonstration in the 
Arab community during the October 
war drew about 3,000 people. 

Militant/Gene Yzquierdo 

1,000 pickets demonstrated against purchase of Israel bonds by UAW bureaucrats. 

Jury refuses to convict 
Lawton;· 3rd trial looms 
By MIGUEL PENDAS 
LOS ANGELES- Riverside, Calif., 
authorities have failed once again in 
their efforts to railroad Gary Lawton 
and Zarebu Gardner to prison. A sec
ond frame-up trial of the two Black 
activists ended Nov. 24 like the first
in a hung jury. 

The prosecution, however, intends 
to try the two men a third time. 

Lawton and Gardner were accused 
of conspiracy to murder two white 
cops in Riverside in 197 L A third 
defendant, Nehemiah Jackson, is be
ing tried separately. 

In the second trial the prosecution's 
case was even flimsier than in the first. 
The prosecution presented testimony 
by 89 witnesses, many of whom con
tradicted one another. 

It was revealed that one key prose
cution witness was offered parole, 
$5,000, fake identification papers, and 
an airplane ticket to lie under oath 
against Lawton. Another prosecution 
witness, a heroin addict, was paid 
$30 to say that he sold Lawton the 
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shotgun found at the site of the 
murders. 

The trials were held in Indio, 
a small, conservative desert town 60 
miles from Riverside. 

Judge John Hews kept the jurors 
out for 10 days in an unsuccessful 
attempt to pressure them into a unani
mous guilty verdict. 

Even after these two setbacks in 
court, District Attorney Byron Morton 
says that he will riot only seek a third 
trial and revocation of bail, but that 
he may also attempt to bring more 
charges against Lawton, going back 
to events that took place in 1968. 

Lawton is being persecuted by 
Riverside authorities because he is a 
well-known Black activist in the area. 
Their frame-up attempt has already 
cost the state nearly half-a-million dol
lars. 

Literature and speakers on the case 
are available from the Riverside Po
litical Prisoners Defense Committee, 
P. 0. Box 5154, San Bernardino, 
Calif. 92412. 

400 Black feminists 
attend N.Y. conference 
By MAXINE WILLIAMS 
NEW YORK-More than 400 Black 
women attended the Eastern Regional 
Conference on Black Feminism here 
the weekend of Nov. 30. Organized 
by the National Black Feminist Orga
nization (NBFO), the conference's ob
jective was "to assess, analyze, and 
explore priority issues of the Black 
woman." 

"This is the first time the Black 
woman is being asked to apply the 
concept of feminism to the problems 
which affect her and the Black na
tion," said an NBFO statement an
nouncing the conference. 

The first session was opened by 
Margaret Sloan, chairwoman· of the 
NBFO, who gave a brief history of 
the organization. The group was 
formed last spring. 

Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm 
(D-Bklyn) gave the keynote address. 
Chisholm said she felt Black women 
should be particularly concerned with 
the issues of child care and the ~ini
num wage. Support for the minimum 
wage for household workers was wide
spread at the conference. 

Chisholm spoke against the argu
ment often heard in the Black com
munity that Black women should take 
a back seat to Black men. 

Saturday afternoon, December 1, 
was devoted to workshops on aspects 
of the Black woman's oppression. The 
two largest workshops were on "Black 
Women and the Women's Rights Move
ment" and "Triple Oppression of the 
Black Lesbian." 

The workshop on the women's rights 
movement was headed by Eleanor 
Holmes Norton, chairwoman of the 

New York City Human Rights Com
mi,ssion. The discussion centered on 
forming a coalition to support a child
care bill. There was also discussion 
on other women's liberation issues, 
including abortion and equal pay. 

The "Image of the Black Woman in 
the Media" workshop addressed itself 
to the stereotyped picture of Black 
women put forth in literature and fUm. 
In the "Black Feminist Input in Poli
tics" workshop, women discussed the 
electoral process. Other workshop 
topics included "Black Women as Con
sumers," "Black Female Rape," "Sex 
Role Stereotyping and the Black 
Child," and "Female Sexuality." 

Feminist attorney Florynce Kennedy 
addressed the Saturday evening ses
sion. 

The fact that more than 400 Black 
women from a number of cities at
tended this conference is significant. 
It indicates an increasing interest in 
women's liberation among Black 
women. Many participants in the con
ference pointed out that this gathering 
was historic in the sense that the mass 
media and some Black leaders have 
dismissed women's liberation as ir
relevant to Black women. 

One weakness of the conference, how
ever, was the lack of discussion about 
how to reach out to the great majority 
of Black women who are not involved 
in women's liberation activities. The 
conference organizers did not present 
a perspective for how to attract these 
women to the struggle. 

Leaders of the NBFO have an
nounced plans to hold a national 
Black women's conference in eight or 
nine months. 

TWA stays grounded; 
strike enters fifth week 
Negotiations between representatives 
of Trans World Airlines and the 
Transport Workers Union (TWU) be
gan in Washington, D.C., Dec. 1. 

Although the strike of 5,000 flight 
attendants has grounded the airline 
since Nov. 5, TWA is in no hurry 
to see the strike settled. 

The Airline Industrial Relations 
Conference (AIRCON), which includes 
all major carriers in the U.S. except 
Delta, is providing TWA with $2-
million for each day of the strike. 
The result is that TWA is making 
money on the strike, since it has no 
fuel costs, payroll, or other operating 
expenses. 

The 10 top officers of TWA make 
an average salary of $170,346 a 
year. They have averaged salary in
creases of 175.4 percent during the 
past two years, but their offer to stew
ards and stewardesses was a three
year contract with increases of 3 per
cent the first year, 2 percent the second, 
and 3 percent the third- despite a 
10 percent rise in the cost of living 
since the flight attendants' last pay 
increase in December 1971. 

TWA's attack on the flight attend
ants is part of a larger offensive by 
the carriers and the government. 

On Nov. 27 United Airlines an
nounced the immediate layoff of 300 
pilots and 650 flight attendants as 
a result of the "energy crisis." Such 
cuts are expected to spread through
out the industry. 

Right now an administration-sup
ported bill that would make arbitra
tion compulsory in labor disputes in 
the air industry is before the Senate. 

In addition, the Cost of Living 

Council has just challenged pay in
creases for 5,300 mechanics employed 
by four airlines. The increases, which 
would have totalled about 15 percent 
by May 1975, would have barely kept 
up with inflation. Another aspect of 
the mechanics' contract was an agree
ment barring the layoff of mechanics 
because of the fuel shortage. 

The TWA strike is seen as a test 
for the whole industry, and contri
butions to the strikers have come from 
unions at Pan American, American, 
and United Airlines. 

Elaine Dwyer, treasurer of TWU 
Local 505 in San Francisco, to which 
the striking flight attendants belong, 
said the strikers are determined that 
"they're not going to send us back 
without a contract." 

Militant/Chris Hildebrand 

TWA strikers demonstrate in San Francisco. 



Tel Aviv takes hard line 

Hopes for quick Mideast settlement fade 
By TONY THOMAS 
Hopes of Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger and the Soviet bureaucrats 
that a quick settlement could be 
worked out in the Mideast were dis
pelled Nov. 29 when the talks between 
Egypt and Israel were broken off. 

The Egyptian government broke off 
the talks after Israel refused to with
draw its troops to their position at the 

· time of the Oct. 22 cease-fire. Such a 
retreat- supposedly agreed to in the 
Oct. 25 cease-fire resolution supported 
by the UN Security Council, the U.S., 
the Soviet Union, Egypt, and Israel 
-would have ended the complete Is
raeli encirclement of the city of Suez 
and the .Egyptian III Corps. 

According to reports by William 
Dullforce, Washington Post correspon
dent in Cairo, the breakdown of the 
peace talks and the refusal of the Is-

raelis to withdraw may jeopardize the 
peace conference Washington and Mos
cow are sponsoring on the Mideast 
in the middle of this month. 

In a dispatch dated Dec. 2, Dull
force wrote that according to Egyptian 
officials, "Unless Kissinger can per
suade the Israeli government to draw 
its army back from the Cairo-Suez 
road, there is a distinct possibility 
that Syria and Egypt will refuse to 
go to the conference." 

Dullforce wrote that on Dec. 1 the 
Syrian official news agency reported 
that the Syrian government saw no 
advantage in participating in the peace 
conference as long as Israel had not 
started its withdrawal from the oc
cupied Arab territories. Egyptian Presi
dent Anwar el-Sadat was quoted in the 
semiofficial Egyptian daily Al Ahram 
as saying that Israel's actions were 

Despite peace propaganda, Tel Aviv refuses to budge from captured territory. Above, 
tsraeli and Egyptian negotiators before truce talks were broken oH. 

"creating dangerous tension· and did 
not form the right atmosphere for a 
peace conference." 

Israel's refusal to make any motion 
toward minimal withdrawals is under
mining Sad at's policy of attempting 
to align with Washington in the hope 
that U.S. imperialism would somehow 
force its Israeli client-state to make 
concessions to Egypt. 

Dullforce's sources within the Egyp
tian officialdom report that Sadat had 
"difficulty" selling this line to the other 
Arab states. Last week we reported 
how Sadat has had even greater dif
ficulty selling this line to the Egyptian 
people. 

More than one hundred Egyptian 
students have been arrested. Palestin
ians and Libyans have been expelled 
from the country. Those arrested are 
part of a strong current of opinion 
for resuming the military struggle 
against the Israeli aggressors. Many 
no doubt feel that Washington's long
term support to Israel, most recently 
during the October war, makes Sadat's 
policy utopian. 

Israel's refusal to budge from its 
Oct. 26 lines is even making an 
impression on Sadat. Dullforce's 
sources informed him that Sadat had 
told a U.S. diplomat that continued 
U.S. military aid and other support 
to Israel was encouraging Israel "to 
ignore the lessons of the October war." 

Dullforce continued, "Egyptian of
ficials expressed a hardening in 
Egypt's stand toward American
backed peace moves. They suggested 
that the confidence established between 

Sadat and Kissinger at their meeting 
here Nov. 7, which produced the 
Egyptian-Israeli cease-fire agreement, 
has been shaken by the failure to exe
cute that agreement fully. Egyptian of
ficials and others indicated a growing 
suspicion here that Egypt and the 
Arabs may once again be tricked by 
the United States and Israel." 

Kissinger is supposed to visit Egypt 
Dec. 13 in an effort to patch up rela
tions, and both the Egyptian and Is
raeli regimes are trying to work out 
conditions under which the talks at 
Kilometer 101 on the Cairo-Suez road 
and the proposed peace conference in 
Geneva will take place. 

However, the past month of Arab
Israeli "peace talks" has shown that the 
interests of U.S. imperialism lie with 
the preservation of Israel. Although 
the U. S. may be able to force some 
concessions out of Israel to mollify 
the Arab capitalist leaders, Washing
ton will refuse to fundamentally endan
ger the racist, settler-colonial state. 
This is why the Israelis have been 
able to maintain their "hard line" posi
tions so far. 

The type of settlement sought by 
Kissinger and Sadat involving con
cessions to the Arab states by Israel 
in exchange for Arab "recognition" and 
"secure boundaries" for Israel cannot 
bring any lasting peace to the Mid
east. Such a settlement would preserve 
Israel as a base for imperialist-backed 
aggression against the Arab people, 
and maintain the expulsion of the bulk 
of the Palestinians from their home
land. 

Ben-Gurion: founder of racist settler-state 
By TONY THOMAS 

David Ben-Gurion, called "the father 
of Israel," died on De~. 1 at the age of 
87. Richard Nixon implored Ameri
cans to "take from the example of 
his life increased conviction. . . . " 

Nelson Rockefeller, whose family 
owns the largest share of the Mideast's 
oil, proclaimed: "To me, David Ben
Gurion was the very incarnation of 
Israel, a towering symbol of man's · 
struggle for liberty and human dig
nity, the builder of a nation, the hope 
of millions, a giant among the states
men of our time. . . . " 

The editors of the New York Times 
hailed him as "The Patriarch" and 
compared him to "the Biblical proph
ets he so revered." 

What did Ben-Gurion do to earn 
such plaudits from the leading voices 
of world imperialism? 

David Ben-Gurion emigrated to Pal
estine from Russian-held Poland in 
1906. In Palestine he became a jour
nalist and organizer of Zionist trade 
unions and a supporter ~f the "So
cialist Zionist" Poale Zion group, 
which later became part of Israel's 
Mapai Party. 

Ben-Gurion's allegiance at that time 
was to the Turkish government, which 
held Palestine and the rest of the Arab 
world under its colonial grip. Ben
Gurion went to Istanbul in 1908 to 
study Turkish law and ingratiate him
self with the Ottoman authorities. His 
hope, like that of other Zionist leaders, 
was to collaborate with whatever co
lonial power held sway in the area. 
This was seen as the only way the 
Zionist colony could be set up, since 
it was opposed by the entire Pales
tinian population. 

Following this strategy, reported the 
Dec. 2 New York Times, in "early 
World War I, Mr. Ben-Gurion wrote 
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articles advocating the creation of a 
Jewish battalion in the Turkish Army." 
Rebuffed by the Truks, Ben-Gurion 
went to the U.S. in 1915. When it 
appeared that Turkey would lose co
lonial domination over the Arab ~ast 
to Britain, Ben-Gurion then agitated 
for and organized an American and 
a Canadian Jewish battalion to fight 
with the British against the Turks. 

Ben-Gurion thus had the dubious 
distinction of having advocated that 
Jews fight for both sets of imperialist 
powers in the first world war with the 
hopes that whatever colonialist power 
won, it would aid the Zionists in dis
placing the Palestinian people. 

In the 1920s and 1930s, Ben-Gurion 
rose in the Zionist movement and be
came the general secretary of the His
tadrut, the Zionist labor front. He 
later became head of the Jewish Agen
cy, the executive body of the Zionist 
movement in Palestine. The Hista
drut's main accomplishment during 
this period was a violent campaign 
to prevent Arabs from being hired in 
industry and agriculture. 

In the 1947-49 war, Ben-Gurion, as 
premier of the provisional Zionistgov
ernment and later leader of the state of 
Israel, directed Zionist military and 
political operations. These operations 
included a campaign of massacres of 
Palestinians and seizures of their 
lands, culminating in the expulsion of 
three-quarters of a million Palestinians 
from their homeland. 

Ben-Gurion remained prime minister 
of Israel until 1953, when he resigned. 
He reassumed control of the ministry 
of defense and later the office of prime 
minister in 1955. As the Times ac
knowledges, in this period "under Mr. 
Ben-Gurion, Israel adopted a policy 
that led to war" with the Arab states. 

In 1955 and 1956, Ben-Gurion 
launched a campaign of military ag
gression that included bombings, com
mando raids, and other attacks 
against Jordan, Syria, and Egypt. 

Ben-Gurion, like his successors, tried 
to justify these brutal Israeli raids as 
"retaliation." Even the Times felt con
strained to point out that "in balance, 

BEN-GURION: Served Turks, British, and Americans 

at least five or six Arabs died for 
every Israeli killed." , 

This campaign culminated in the Oc
tober, 1956, Israeli, French, and Brit
ish war against Egypt, following Nas
ser's nationalization of the Suez Canal. 
Ben-Burion stated that his aim in this 
war was to topple Nasser's regime be
cause of its anti-imperialist measures 
and to permanently seize the Sinai 
Peninsula and the Gaza Strip. 

Ben-Gurion retired from his post of 
prime minister in the early 1960s. 
However, he remained true to the rac
ist and expansionist doctrines of Zion
ism. In 1970 he stated that he be
Ueved Israel still needed "another five 
or six million Jews." 

He specified, however, that these mil
lions should be European Jews and 
not the Afro-Asian Jews who are the 
majority of Israel's Jewish population. 
Ben-Gurion was wary that these Afro
Asian Jews would transform Israel 
into "just another Levantine state." 

While the Nixons and the Rockefel
lers of this world are mourning the 
death of Ben-Gurion, they have noth
ing to say about the plight of the Pal
estinians who have faced 25 years of 
national oppression enforced by the 
state of Israel. None of these people 
are mourning the thousands of Jews 
and Arabs who have died in the four 
Arab-Israeli wars and the countless 
Israeli "retaliatory" operations. 

The real fighters for liberty and hu
man dignity in the Mideast are not 
the imperialist agents like Ben-Gurion. 
The real fighters for peace, liberty, 
and human dignity are those who 
stand up against Israeli colonialism, 
those who struggle for the establish
ment of a united democratic Palestine 
in which Jews and Palestinians can 
have equal political, cultural, social, 
and economic rights. 
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... United Mine Workers open convention 
Continued from page 24 
give coal miners a cost-of-living clause 
that will keep us one step ahead of 
galloping inflation. In 1974 we're go
ing to ask them for one." 

Miller pledged that the leadership 
would negotiate the new contract ac
dording to the goals set by the con
vention and would not sign a contract 
unless it was approved by the rank 
and file. He added that they would 
write that contract in "coal miners' 
language" so you wouldn't need a 

of dying so that the men in the board 
rooms of New York and Boston and 
Pittsburgh can get rich .... 

"We can't afford to wait until the 
coal industry develops a conscience. 
We can't afford to wait until the Bureau 
of Mines ... recognizes that its mis
sion is to protect coal miners- not 
strike a balance between safety and 
profits .... " 

Miller's plan for enforcing mine safe
ty included electing "our best and 
toughest men to our safety committee," 

Miller pledged major fight for enforcement of safety standards in mines. 'Coal miners,' 
he said, 'are tired of dying so that men in the board rooms of New York and Boston 
and Pittsburgh can get rich.' 

"Philadelphia lawyer" to understand 
it. 

Safety in the mines will be a major 
fight of the union next year,· Miller 
predicted. "The United Mine Workers 
of America is going to enforce safety 
to the letter, with no ands, ifs, or buts, 
and if that is not acceptable to some 
coal operawrs, they had better find 
a new way of making a living, be
cause coal miners in West Virginia, 
Kentucky, and Pennsylvania are tired 

putting a safety committeeman on 
every shift, the full support of the na
tional staff to "defend your right to 
walk out of an unsafe mine," and 
prosecution of companies and foremen 
who violate mine safety laws. 

Miller blamed the current "energy 
crisis" on the oil companies and main
tained that there is no scarcity of en
ergy resources: 

"Beneath our feet lie 1.3 trillion tons 
of coal. That's enough to fuel our 

nation for the next 600 years .... 
"We will never solve the energy crisis 

as long as we allow corporate interests 
to dictate the nation's energy policies, 
yet apparently that's just what Pres
ident Nixon intends to do .... Just 
last week the administration an
nounced it is bringing 250 oil execu
tives to Washington to alleviate the 
energy crisis. You've heard the old 
saying about foxes in the hen house? 
Well now we've got wolves in the White 
House. I've never seen a more sure
fire formula for disaster." 

Miller went on to discuss the suc
cessful drive of the United Mine Work
ers in West Virginia for black lung 
legislation and the lesson they learned 
from that fight: " ... if coal miners 
organize and work as one, we don't 
have to settle for politics as usual 
in the coal fields." 

Miller discussed two tasks of the 
convention in continuing the demo
cratization of the union- rewriting the 
union constitution to guarantee the 
rights of the membership (such as 
the right to vote on contracts), and 
a proposal to move the union head
quarters out of Washington, D.C., and 
bring it back to the coal fields. Further 
reports at the convention will outline 
the union's drive to organize the un
organized. 

Guest speakers include Cesar 
Chavez, president of the United Farm 
Workers; Leonard Woodcock, United 
Auto Workers president; Jerry Wurf, 
president of the American Federation 
of State, County and Municipal Em
ployees (AFSCME); and senators Ed
ward Kennedy (D-Mass.) and Richard 
Schweiker ( R-Pa. ). 

The first day's business at the con
vention stood in stark contrast to the 
way UMWA conventions have been 
run in the past. Under the leadership 
of both John L. Lewis and "Tony" 
Boyle, the selection of delegates and 

the procedure at the convention itself 
were totally undemocratic. 

During the Boyle-run conventions, 
union locals made up mostly of re
tired miners often received as many 
delegates as large locals of working 
miners. The union leadership was al
ways willing to help pay transporta
tion for "friendly" delegates, but some 
locals had no representation, because 
they could not afford to send delegates. 

At the conventions themselvE!S, 
goons were used to silence any dele
gate wishing to raise a criticism of 
the leadership. At the 1964 conven
tion, for example, Boyle had thugs 
stationed at the microphones who beat 
up several miners trying to get the 
floor. 

The current convention is proceed
ing in an open, democratic manner. 
The working committees, which will 
bring in resolutions on major issues, 
are made up of a majority of rank
and-file delegates. Their proposals will 
undoubtedly reflect many of the needs 
of coal miners today. 

·STRIKE 
roolrside 

Militant/Vicki 
Brookside, Ky., strike is one of issues 
to be discussed at United Mine Workers' 
convention . 

... Women back striking Kentucky miners 
Continued from page 24 
strike and their wives play an impor
tant role in organizing picket lines 
and battling with the cops. 

The Brookside miners and other 
men active in the strike here are proud 
of the role the women are playing, 
One male strike activist, writing in 
the Appalachian magazine Mountain 
Life and Work, explained "the fact 
that the Women's Club carries switches 
to whip scabs with." 

"This may seem odd to an outsider, 
who is used to women belonging to 
clubs that are concerned with things 
like poetry or flowers. But life is dif
ferent in Harlan County, Kentucky, 

u 
'If they take one of us to jail, they're 
going to have to take all of us.' 
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than it is in most of America. So stop
ping scabs who want to cross union 
picket lines is a natural goal of the 
club. It is true that sometimes the 
women have to whip the little scabs." 

As a result of the women's activities, 
several have been arrested for 
so-called violations of the court order 
limiting picketing. The judge fined the · 
women $500 each and then sent them 
to jail because they couldn't afford to 
pay this exorbitant sum. 

One of those jailed told The Militant: 
"All the girls that weren't in with us 
came down and brought us cigarettes 
and stayed with us. The jail conditions 
were cramped and real messy. We had 
to leave the lights on all the time to 
keep away the roaches. The rats would 
run across the floor in wide open day
light." 

A few of the women, whose hus
bands were also arrested, had to bring 
their children to jail too, since there 
was no other way to care for them. 
Dorothy Johnson, for example, 
brought her three daughters, age sev
en, six, and two, into the cell with 
her. 

Johnson told The Militant that a . 
man from the child welfare depart
ment had the nerve to try to take away 
the children because a jail was not 
a "fit" place for them to live! "We run 
him out of the jail," she added. 

Johnson was also indignant over 
the charge made in one newspaper 
that it was "unmotherly" to have kept 
the children in jail. "What was I sup
posed to do with my kids?" she asked. 

Judge F. Byrd Hogg, who is him
self a mine owner, released the women 
and men after two days. But he placed 
them all under court order not to 
join any more picket lines, and told 
them they must encourage their fami
lies and friends to stay away from the 
picket lines as well It doesn't appear 
that his orders have had much effect. 

"IT they take one of us to jail," de-

cllires Gussie Mills, "they're going to . 
have to take all of us. We're all going 
to go so the jail can't hold us." 

Although the strike has ·already 
gone on for a long time, the women 
and the miners are determined to keep 
up the fight "If the company won't 
sign the contract," says Mills, "why 
we're going to put us a Christmas 
tree up here right on the picket line." 

'100% union woman' 
The following was written by Gussie 
Mills, the president of the Brook
side Women's Club. The club has 
played a prominent role in support
ing the strike against the Eastover 
Mining Company. Despite the fact 
that she cannot walk without 
crutches, Mills is a regular partici
pant in the predawn picket lines 
outside the mines. 

I would like to speak for myself 
and many others in Eastern Ken
tucky. My husband, Brice Mills, 
cut coal in the mines. He started 
work when he was 14, tamping ties 
on the railroad. Then his uncle 
took him into the mines and taught 
him to run a coal machine. He 
worked in the cold mines for 35 
years. 

My husband was here in 1931 
when the big fight took place at 
the Bell Crossing in Evarts, Ky. 
Three company thugs and one 
striking miner died in thatbattle. 

During those fights, the coal 
operators had machine g-uns on 
each side of the mountain and 
people were taken to jail, to the 
funeral home, and some to the 
hospital. Many m~n were sent to 
the penitentiary over the battle at 
Evarts. 

It's a small wonder that I'm on 
the picket line on crutches. I prob
ably would have been dead if it 
had not been for the UMW A hos
pital card. Nor could I have af
forded a doctor to have my son, 
Brice Jr. My husband died three 
months before my son was born. 

I have raised my son on a 
widow's small pay. I am proud of 
my son and I am proud of my hus
band. He was a 100 percent union 
man and I'm a 100 percent union 
woman. I will be on that 
picket line at Brookside until the 
company signs that UMWA con
tract 

No contract, no work! 



A special holiday subscription offer 
The Militant is offering a special bargain 
for the holiday period. With each new $5 
one-year subscription or one-year renewal, 
you get free one of the selections of Path
finder Press books and pamphlets listed 
here. 

Here's a chance for you to subscribe, 
or give a gift subscription, to the U.S. so
cialist newsweekly, and get yourself {or 
a friend) some of the most important Marx
ist books and pamphlets available. 

And this is also a unique opportunity 
to help The Militant expand its subscription 
base. 

Just fill in the coupon on this page and 
send it in before Dec. 31. We'll enter the 
subscription and send the book or books 
by return mail. Be sure to indicate the 
selection number you want, and tell us 
where tO send the subscription, and where 
to send the book. 

1. The Spanish Revolution (1931-39) by Leon Trotsky. 
The failure of the 'popular front' strategy. $3.95. 

2. Teamster Power by Farrell Dobbs. How the Team
sters union was built in the 1930s. $2.95. 

8. PAMPHLETS ON CHICANO LIBERATION: Viva 
La Huelgal The Struggle of the Farm Workers by 
Jose G. Perez. 25c. Bert Corona Speaks on La Raza 
Unida Party and the 'Illegal Alien' Scare. 35c. Chi
canas Speak Out by Mlrta Vidal. 35c. The Struggle 
for Chicano Liberation, Socialist Workers Party. 60c. 

9. WATERGATE& THE SOCIALIST ALTERNATIVE: Wa
tergate: The View from the Left, anthology. $1.25. 
What Socialists Stand For by Stephanie Coontz. 50c. 
How to Make a Revolution in the U.S. by Peter 

. Camejo. 35c. 

10. WRITINGS BY HUGO BLANCO: Land or Death: 
The Peasant Struggle in Peru. $2.45. The Coup in 
Chile: Firsthand Reports and Assessment. 25c. 

11. FUNDAMENTALS OF MARXIST THEORY: An In
troduction to the Logic of Marxism by George No
vack. $1.50. An Introduction to Marxist Economic 
Theory by Ernest Mandel. $1.25. 

12. STRATEGY FOR SOCIALIST REVOLUTION: To
wards an American Socialist Revolution by Jack 
Barnes et al. $1.95. The Transitional Program for 
Socialist Revolution by Leon Trotsky. $2.45. 

--------------Clip and send before Dec. 31 to The Militant, 14 
Charles Lane, N.Y., N.Y. 10014. 
Endosed is $5. Please send one year of The Mili
tant to: 

3. History of American Trotskyism by James P. Can
non. $2.95. 

4. Speeches to the Party: The Revolutionary Per
spective and the Revolutionary Party by James P. 
Cannon. $3.95. 

6. ISSUES IN THE BLACK STRUGGLE: Blacks in Amer
ica's Wars by Dr. R. W. Mullen $1.45. A Transition
al Program for Black Liberation, Socialist Workers 
Party. 35c. The U.S. Role in Southern Africa by Malik 
Miah. 35c. 

Name----------------------------------------------------

Address----------------------------

City---------- State ---Zip---
( ) new ) renewal 

5. WOMEN'S LIBERATION: Feminism and Socialism 
edited by Linda Jenness. $1.95. Problems of Wom
en's Liberation by Evelyn Reed. $1.45. 

7. THE MIDEAST CONFLICT: Israel: A Colonial-Set
tler State? by Maxime Rodinson. $1.75. War in the 
Middle East: The Socialist View by Dave Frankel 
et al. 60c. 

Please send book selection# to: 
Name ____________________________________________ ~--~ 

Address------------------
City State---- Zip __ _ 

Militant 45th Anniversary_ Fund 

Over the $25,000 mark; one week to go 
By ANDREA MORELL 
The Militant Forty-fifth Anniversary 
Fund went over the $25,000 mark 
this week. From anniversary celebra
tions in three cities, $1,422 came in, 
and individual contributions mailed 
in $86 this week. This adds $1,508 
to last week's total and gives us $25,-
270. 

The Militant rally in Washington, 
D. C., wound up a weekend socialist 
educational conference. The featured 
speaker was Elizabeth Stone, a mem
ber of the Political Committee of the 
Socialist Workers Party. She told the 
rally, "There is no other newspaper 

He/pus 
publish 

Help The Militant meet the soaring 
costs of newsprint, postage, and the 
other necessities. Donations from our 
supporters will enable us to keep 
publishing and continue to improve 
and expand our coverage. 

Enclosed is my contribution of$-
1 would like to pledge $--weekly. 

Name ____________________________ _ 
Addr~s __________ __ 

City State Zip_ 
Make checks payable to The Mili
tant 45th Anniversary Fund. Send 
to 14 Charles Lane, New York, 
N.Y. 10014. 
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like The Militant" She spoke of the 
unique role of The Militant in getting 
out the truth about Chile, the "energy 
crisis," and Watergate. 

"The Militant has been the only 
paper that has drawn the lessons of 
the defeat in Chile," she said, "and pre
sented a strategy that can prevent sim
ilar defeats in the future." 

In response to Watergate, Stone told 
the rally, The Militant has been cam
paigning for "an entirely different kind 
of political party than the capitalist 
parties- a party that can organize 
and involve the masses of working 
people in political action, that can 
challenge the power of the ruling class 
with the power of the workers." 

The Washington, D. C., rally was 
attended by 60 people and collected 
$660 for the Forty-fifth Anniversary 
Fund. 

One hundred and fifty people at
tended The Mzlitant banquet in Los 
Angeles. Featured speakers were 
Bobby de la Cruz from the United 
Farm Workers and Harry Ring of 
the Southwest Bureau of The Militant. 
Alberto Ortiz, one of the defendants 

. in the Los Tres case, attended the 
banquet, as did Arab students from 
the University of Southern California. 
$1,650 was collected at the banquet, 
of which The Militant will receive $742. 

A joint Oregon, Washington, and 
Vancouver, B. C., celebration was held 
for The Militant in Seattle. Speakers 
were Jackie Henderson, a leader of the 
Canadian Trotskyist movement; Olga 
Rodriguez, 1973 SWP mayoral candi-

Harry Ring of the Militant's Southwest 
Bureau spoke to 150 people at the Mil i
tant anniversary banquet in Los Angeles. 

date from Los Angeles; and George 
Kontanis, a member of the SWP who 
recently returned from Gr.eece. $130 
was collected toward The Militant fund 
drive . 

This week's Militant contains more 
on-the-spot coverage made possible by 
contributions from our readers. The 
article on the coal miners' strike in 
Kentucky is the result of a trip by 
Cindy Jaquith, Militant staff writer, 
and Vicki Griffiths, captain of the 
southeastern Young Socialist traveling 
team. Jaquith and Griffiths spent three 
days in Harlan County, Ky., gather
ing information and interviews from 

the striking miners and their sup
porters. 

This is the last week of the fund 
drive, and a final push is needed. 
Every contribution, no matter how 

'small, will help us expand our cover
age and keep up with rising pric~ of 
paper and postage. Send in your 
contribution to The Militant right 
away. 

This is also the last week to order 
a copy of The Militant: 45 Years in 
the Struggle for Socialism. A compli
mentary copy is sent to each contri
butor of $45 or more. 

Militant/Eric Simpson 

Elizabeth Stone, Political Committee 
member of the Socialist Workers Party, 
at Militant rally in Washington, D. C.: 
'There is no other newspaper like The 
Militant.' 
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Calendar 
AnA NTA 

SERGEI EISENSTEIN'S FILM ABOUT PREREVOLUTION
ARY RUSSIA: 'STRIKE.' Fri., Dec. 14, 8:30 p.m. 68 
Peachtree St. N. E., Third Floor. Donation: $1. Ausp: 
Mililani Forum. For more information call (404) 523-
0610. 

BERKELEY/OAKLAND 
THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN AFRICA. Speaker to 
be announced. Fri., Dec. 14, 8 p.m. 1849 University, 
Berloeley. Donation: $1. Ausp: Militant Forum. For 
more Information call (415) 5411-0354. 

BOSTON 
THE ENERGY CRISIS: THE GREAT DECEPTION. Speaker: 
Dick Roberts, staff writer for The Militant. Fri., Dec. 
14, 8 p.m. 655 Atlantic Ave. (across from South Sta.) 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. Donation: St. For more 
information call (617) 482-8050. 

BROOKLYN 
THE STRUGGLE FOR BLACK WOMEN'S LIBERATION: 
HOW CAN IT BE EFFECTIVE? Speakers: Maxine Wil
licns, recent Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
Brooklyn borough president; Ruth Rose, National Black 
Feminist Organization. Fri., Dec. 14, 8 p.m. 136 Lawr
ence St. (near A&S.) Donation: $1. Ausp: Mililani Forum. 
For more information call (212) 596-2849. 

DENVER 
THE CASE FOR AMNESTY: VETERANS & RESISTERS
CONTINUED VICTIMS OF GOVERNMENT WAR POIJ.. 
CY. Speakers: Torn Roush, Clergy and Laity Concerned; 
Phil Resor, Vietnam Veterans Against the War; Joel 
Houtman, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., Dec. 14, 8 
p.m. 1203 California. Donation: St. Ausp: Militant 
Forum. For more information call (303) 623-2825. 

HOUSTON 
PATHFINDER BOOKSTORE HOLIDAY SALE. Dec. 15, 
16, 17. 20% off on all items. Free coffee. 3311 Mont. 
rase, Second Floor. (713) 526-1082. 

LOS ANGELES 
THE CASE OF LOS TRES- THE FIGHT AGAINST DRUGS 
IN THE BAIRIO. Speakers: Los Tres defendants Rodolfo 
Sanchez, Alberta Ortiz, Juan Fernandez. Fri., Dec. 14, 
8 p.m. 1107 1/2 N.Western Ave. Donation: $1. Ausp: 
Mililani Forum. For more information call (213) 463-
1966. 

NEWYOR~LOWERMANHAITAN 

THE STRUGGLE IN GREECE AND THE WORLDWIDE 
STUDENT REVOLT. Speakers: Theodore Stathis, chair-

1 man, United Hellenic Front; Andy Rose, national chair
man, Young Socialist Alliance. Fri., Dec. 14, 8 p.m. 
706 Broadway (at 4th St.) Eighth Floor. Donation: $1. 
Ausp: Militant Forum. For more information call (212) 
982-6051. 

NEW YORK: UPPER WEST SIDE 
THE ENERGY CRISIS. Speaker: Steve Beclr, NYU grad. 
uate student In urbon development. Fri., Dec. 14, 8 
p.m. 2744 Broadway (near 105th St.) Donation: $1. 
Ausp: Mililani Forum. For more Information can (212) 

663-3000. 

ST. LOUIS 
THE ENERGY CRISIS: WHO IS RESPONSIBLE? Speaker: 
Fred Murphy, national commiHee, Young Socialist Al
liance. Fri., Dec. 14, 8 p.m. 4660 Maryland, Suite 1-7. 
Donation: $1. Ausp: Mililani Forum. For more informa
tion call (314) 367-2520. 

SAN DIEGO 
THE TRUTH ABOUT THE INTERNMENT OF JAPANESE. 
AMERICANS DURING WORLD WAR II. Speaker ta be 

announced. Fri., Dec. 14, 8 p.m. 4635 B Cajon Blvd. 
Donation: $1. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more informa
tion (714) 280-1292. 

TWIN CITIES 
THE ENERGY CRISIS: NIXON'S LATEST FRAUD. Speak
ers to be announced. Fri., Dec. 14, 8 p.m. 25 Univer
sity Ave. S. E., Fourth Floor, Mpls. Donation: $J. Ausp: 
Mililani Forum. For more information call (612) 332-
7781. 

... Vietnam 
Continued from page 6 
tionary Government, left China after 
a six-day visit there. Tillman Durdin, 
reporting in the November 24 New 
York Times, called the visit a "dis
appointment" to Tho. 

"His visit failed, during three days 
he spent in Peking," wrote Durdin, 
"to elicit belligerent public declarations 
about the situation in South Vietnam 
that Mr. Tho very likely had hoped 
for from Premier Chou En-lai and 
other Chinese leaders. 

"Speeches by Chinese during the 
visit, notably those by Mr. Chou, were 
moderate and seemed to reflect what 
is taken here as Peking's opposition to 
a large-scale renewal of the Vietnam 
war .... 

"Premier Chou, in his speech at the 
dinner at which Mr. Tho spoke, agreed 
with the Vietcong leader that Saigon 
and its forces were regularly violat
ing Geneva accords. He denounced 
the South Vietnamese Governmen't, but 
refrained from any reference to the 
United States. His response to the vis
itor's speech was unspecific, relatively 
mild and pro forma." 

In other developments in the Indo
china war, insurgents in Cambodia 
captured the fourth government out
post of the Phnom Penh regime in a 
month, further isolating the puppet 
forces of Lon N ol. With the dry sea
son approaching, more actions by the· 
Khmer Rouge can be expected. 

... Wgate 
Continued from page 7 

the holes in the stories of Nixon's 
attorney and secretary, Fred Buzhardt 
and Rose Mary Woods, have been 
further enlarged by the statement of 
Alexander Butterfield, the former 
White House aide who first revealed 
the existence of the taping system. 

Socialist Directory 
ARIZONA: Phoenix: YSA, c/o Steve Shliveck, P. 0. 

Box890, Tempe, Ariz. 85281. 
Tucson: YSA, c/o Tim Clennon, 1837 13th St., Tucson, 

Ariz. 85719. Tel: (602) 623-1079. 
CALIFORNIA: Berkeley-Oaldond: SWP and YSA,1849 

University Ave., Berkeley, Calif. 94703. Tel: (415) 
5~354. 

Los Angeles: SWP and YSA, 1107 1/2 N. Western 
Ave, Los Angeles, Calif. 90029. Tel: SWP-(213) 463-
1917, YSA-(213) 463-1966. 

Riv.-side: YSA, c/o University of Calif. Riverside, 
1134 Library South, Riverside, Colli. 92507. 

Son Diego: SWP, YSA, and Militant Bookstore, 4635 
El Cojon Blvd., San Diego, Calli. 92115. Tel: (714) 
280-1292. 

Son Francisco: SWP, YSA, Militant Labor Forum, 
and Militant Books, 1519 Mission St., Son Francisco, 
Calli. 94103. Tel: (415) 1164-9174. 

Son Jose: YSA, c/o Glendo Horton, 1253 S. 7th St. 
f70, San Jose, Calif. 95112. Tel: (408) 354-2373. 

Santo Borboro: YSA, 712 Bolton Walk •204, Goleta, 
Calli. 93017: 

COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, and Militant Book
stare, 1203 California, Denver, Colo. 80204. Tel: (303) 
623-2825. Bookstore open Mon.-Sot., 10:30 a. m.-7 p.m. 

CONNECTICUT: Hartford: YSA, P. 0. Box 1184, Hart· 
ford, Conn. 06101. Tel: (203) 523-7582. 

FLORIDA: Tallahassee: YSA, Box U-6014, Tallahassee, 
flo.32306. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: Militant Bookstore, 68 Peachtree 
St. N. E., Third Floor, Atlanta, Ga. 30303. SWP and 
YSA, P.O. Box 846, Atlanta, Ga. 30301. Tel: (404) 
523-0610. 

IWNOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Books, 428 
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Apt. 3, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49001. 

Mt. Pleasant: YSA, P.O. Box 98, Warriner Hall, CMU, 
MI. Pleasant, Mich. 48858. 

MINNESOTA: Minneapoli,..St., Paul: SWP, YSA, and 
Labor Bookstore, 25 University Ave. S. E., Mpls. 55413. 
Tel: (612) 332-7781. 

St. Cloud: YSA, 4o Atwood Center, St. Cloud State 
College, St. Cloud, Minn. 56301. 

MISSOURI: Kansas City: YSA, c/o Student Activities 
Office, U of Missouri at Kansas City, 5100 Rockhill 
Rood, Kansas City, Mo. 64110. 

St. Louis: SWP and YSA, 4660 Maryland, Suite 17, 

Butterfield said he had listened to 
two of the tapes and "you could hear 
every word." He said he thought it 
was "totally unrealistic" to think that 
"when the president of the United 
States gives an order that he wants 
equipment installed . . . for the ex
press purpose of picking up all words 
spoken" that there would have been 
any slip-up in the taping or defi
ciencies in the equipment. 

... hospital 
Continued from page J 3 
trol agencies, hospital workers would 
not have won the wage increase they 
got last year ... 11 months late. He 
argued that they must remain on the 
government boards to fight later this 
year when the hospital union appeals 
the unfair decision on wages. 

Many hospital workers did not ap
pear to be convinced. They no longer 
care about hollow "victories" of the 
past or promises of future recoveries 
in a losing game. They want to know 
what to do now to prepare better for 
the future. Steinberg had no answer 
for them. 

Henry Nicholas, a Black leader of 
Philadelphia hospital workers and 
secretary-treasurer of the new union, 
spoke on the policy of the present 
leadership. His talk was directed to 
the critics of Davis and his adminis
tt:ation. 

Nicholas said, "some of our 'friends' 
say that we are not militant enough, 
that we need to make a revolution." 
His answer was that the unions must 

. strive to exercise political power. The 
tenor of his remarks left no doubt 
that the leaders of the hospital work
ers union see "political power" coming 
through support to the Democratic 
Party. They have no intention of em
barking. on independent political ac
tion in advance of other unions. 

There was also no doubt that 
Nicholas's remarks were meant as a 
warning to "irresponsible" critics, while 
trying to attract support from a dis
satisfied rank and file. His comments 
were intended to lay the basis for 
tightening up the administrative 

· functioning of ~e union. 
The working sessions of the con

vention that followed the opening rally 
were closed to all hospital workers ex
cept the 106 elected convention dele
gates and alternates. 
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By CINDY JAQUITH 
BROOKSIDE, Ky. -"They ain'tgoing 
to scab this mine. They can close it 
down, but they ain't going to scab 
it." It is in this spirit that members of 
the Brookside Women's Club gather 
every morning on the picket line out
side the Eastover Mining Company 
here. 

The club is a determined group of 
wives, daughters, aunts, and friends 
of miners who are in their fourth 
month of a strike against Eastover. 

Last summer, the men voted 
by more than 2 to 1 to be represented 
by the United Mine Workers of Amer
ica ( UMW A), rejecting the Southern 
Labor Union, a company union that 
had been installed by the coal opera
tors. The vote was 113 to 55. 

But Eastover-which is owned by 
Duke Power Company-has refused 
to accept the UMWA contract terms. 
These include a tripling of payments 
for miners' health and retirement 
funds, improved safety, and the right 
to strike. 

The Brookside Women's Club, 
formed in the course of the strike, has 
played a crucial role in preventing 
Duke Power from breaking the strike. 
In October, the company obtained an 
injunction barring more than three 
pickets at each entrance to the mine. 
Then they brought in scabs. 

"They had the pickets limited here 
at these entrances, and the men were 
just having to sit here and watch the 
coal being run," explained Gussie 
MillS, president of the club. The wom
en decided they had to do something, 
so they organized a demonstration in 
Harlan, the main town a few miles 
away. 

About 50 women came out on the 
march, which wound its way through 
the town, stopping at the court house, 
the local newspaper, and the coal as
sociation- the bosses' organization. 

"Once the women got started, there 
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• 
m1ners 

Women supporters of striking Brookside, Ky., miners are determined to keep scabs away 
from Eastover Mining Company. Eastover's president, Norman Yarborough, has tried unsuc
cessfully to break the strike through court orders and arrests. 

was no stopping them," said Houston 
Elmore, an international organizer for 
the UMWA. The women got into cars 
and drove back to the Brookside mine. 
By that time their numbers had 
doubled or tripled. 

The women waited for the scabs to 
come out of the mine and then "we 
talked with them, and we fought with 
some of them," explained Mary Widen
er. The experience was a painful one 
for some of the scabs, and no scab 
has dared cross the picket lines since. 

For the last 10 weeks, not an ounce 
of coal has been mined at Brookside. 
"And the company store ain't run eith
er," says Mills. "We stopped them from 
putting stuff in the store. We don't al
low the trucks to stop here." 

The women also sent a delegation to 
nearby High Splint mine to explain 
the issues of the strike to miners there. 
Two company goons, called "gun 
thugs" here, tried to block their way. 

A 2 0-year-old woman told The Mili
tant, "One of the thugs jumps out of 

his station wagon and says, 'I'm 
going to shoot someone. Who's first?'" 
The women were not intimidated, how
ever, and two-thirds of the High Splint 
miners walked out that day in soli
darity with the strike. 

Members of the Brookside Women's 
Club like to compare their struggle 
with that depicted in the film Salt of 
the Earth; In the film- which the UM
WA showed here recently to strike sup
porters- Chicano miners go out on 

Continued on page 20 

United Mine Workers open convention 
By KAREN PEWITT and 
FRED STANTON 
PITTSBURGH- Under the banner 
"For a rank-and-file union," more than 
1,000 delegates and guests filled the 
ball as the forty-sixth constitutional 
convention of the United Mine Work
ers of America (UMWA) began here 
Dec. 3. The convention will run two 
weeks. 

Representing coal miners from Wyo
ming to Nova Scotia, many of the 
delegates are attending their first 
UMWA convention. Most of the dele
gates are between 40 and 60 years 
old. The scattering of young delegates 
represents the new generation of work
ers coming into the union today. 

The tone of the proceedings was 
serious and militant. Keynoting the 
meeting, Lou Antal, president of Dis-
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MILLER: 'The pick and shovel days_ are 
over.' 

strict 5 in Pennsylvania, characterized 
this as "the first unbossed convention 
of the UMW." He pointed out that it 
was being held in the coal fields, as 
opposed to Miami or Denver, previous 
sites of UMW conventions. 

Antal also reviewed the union's his
tory and the progress it has made 
in the year since the opposition led 
by Arnold Miller won the leadership. 
Miller was elected UMW A president 
on a pledge to restore union democ
racy and turn the UMW A into a fight
ing instrument for miners. 

In his state of the union address, 
Miller outlined some of the problems 
and tasks of the Mine Workers today. 
He said, "the pick and shovel days 
are over, and we intend to let the coal 
industry know it in our next contract." 
He noted that the steel, rubber, auto, 

and other unions that the UMW helped 
to build in the 1930s have won bene
fits the coal miners don't enjoy: cost
of-living clauses, limits on involuntary 
overtime, and decent pensions. 

Miller predicted that the operators 
·who are trying to make the most prof

its they can out of the "energy crisis" 
would plead poverty when the UMW 
demands those benefits. "To hear the 
operators tell it, the coal industry is 
the oldest nonprofit organization in 
the nation. Don't you believe it," he 
said. 

"Coal that was selling for $15.77 
a ton in January is selling [for] $20 
a ton today, and the energy crisis 
ensures' that it will be a seller's market 
for years to come. The boys in the 
company board rooms can afford to 

Continued on page 20 
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