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In Brief 
ANTIWAR ACTIVIST WINS CASE ON U.S. AID: 
A three-judge federal panel in Chicago recently ruled in
valid a law barring federal scholarship funds to students 
convicted of "serious" crimes that "contributed to a sub
stantial disruption of the administration" of their school. 

The law was passed by Congress in the wake of the 
student protests of the 1960s. Under it Jeanne Rasche 
Deloff, a student at the University of Illinois Chicago 
Circle campus, was deprived of a National Defense Edu
cation Act loan and forced to drop out of school. She 
had been convicted of criminal trespass as a result of a 
demonstration in May 1970 protesting the invasion of 
Cambodia and the murders at Kent State. 

The court, in a 2-to-1 decision, held that the law was 
unconstitutional because the statute's definition of a 
"serious" crime was vague and "overbroad." 

Victory in Starsky case 
LOS ANGELES-A federal judge has ordered Arizona 
State University to reinstate Dr. Morris Starsky, a 
socialist and antiwar activist dismissed from the ASU 
philosophy department in 1970. 

Starsky had been denied renewal of his contract on 
grounds of alleged professional misconduct and infrac
tion of rules. 

In a 64-page ruling handed down Dec. 26, U.S. Judge 
Carl Muecke declared: 
. "Looking at the evidence as a whole insofar as it 

reflects the sum substance of six years as a member 
of the faculty, an acknowledged and respected teacher 
and scholar, and a man with national visibility; and 
after carefully studying all the evidence ... this Court 
must conclude that the primary reason for the discipline 
of Professor Starsky is grounded in his exercise of his 
First Amendment rights in expressing unpopular views." 

In ordering Starsky reinstated, the judge said he 
will now weigh Starsky's claim for damages to com
pensate for his illegal dismissal. University officials 
have not yet stated whether they will seek to appeal the 
decision. 

A full report on this important victory for civil liber
ties and academic freedom will be carried in a future 
issue of The Militant. 

Morris Starsky Militant/Walter Lippmann 

THE CASE OF FRED QUILT: On an isolated, snow
covered gravel road in British Columbia in November 
1971, a 25-year-old constable in the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police stomped and kicked a 55-year-old Chil
cotin Indian, severing his small intestine. After suffering 
the agony of his internal injury for two days, Fred Quilt 
died. 

One inquest called Quilt's death an accident. A second 
refused to attribute blame for Quilt's death to Daryl Bake
well, the Mountie who stomped him. 

The story of the entire case is told in a thorough piece 
of investigative reporting by Tim Cahill in the current 
(Jan. 4) issue of Rolling Stone magazine: "Death on 
Chilcotin Road." 

ACADEMIC FREEDOM AT HARVARD: On the heels 
of the victory of Dr. Morris Starsky reported above, 
another case of political victimization of radical professors 
has come to light, this one at Harvard University. The 
economics department there has fired Arthur MacEwan 
and Samuel Bowles, both of whom consider themselves 
Marxists. Professor Stephen Marglin, also of Harvard, 
charged that "a clear pattern of selectivity with politics 
involved, has been at play." 

Professor James Duesenberry, chairman of Harvard's 
economics department, defended the action in an inter
view with Richard Weintraub in the Jan. 3 Washington 
Post Duesenberry complained that the charges of political 

motivation in the firings were "very unfair considering 
the nature of our department. It's hard to find anyone 
whom you would consider a reactionary; it doesn't have 
anyone on either end. I don't know whether that's good 
or bad." 

Duesenberry may not know how good it is, but 
apparently he intends to keep it that way. 

WARDEN AND 10 OTHERS ACCUSED OF BRUTAL
ITY: Prisoners at the Queens House of Detention in New 
York City have won an important victory. As a result 
of a civil suit they filed in November 1970, a special 
prosecutor charged on Jan. 2 that "there is sufficient 
available legal evidence against five correction officers, 
four captains, an assistant deputy warden, and a warden 
to warrant various charges against each of them for 
violation of department rules forbidding the use of un
necessary force against inmates, prohibiting the purposeful 
harassment and demeaning of inmates." 

The charges stem from a rebellion in the prison in 
October 1970. Although no criminal charges are expected 
to be lodged (departmental trials will be held), this is 
a far cry from the original disposition of the case. In 
July 1971 U.S. Magistrate Vincent Catoggio had said 
that the prisoners' charges constituted "a gigantic hoax 
and fraud." 

This finding was rejected by Judge Orrin Judd, who 
ordered the appointment of the special prosecutor. Al
though the prosecutor claimed that only a small part 
of the total prison staff had mistreated the prisoners, 
he admitted that most guards refused to cooperate with 
his investigation. 

YOU CAN'T ARGUE WITH LOGIC: The number of 
complaints private citizens filed against New York City 
policemen during 1972 reached a record 3, 700, triple 
the figure of five years ago. Most of the complaints charge 
police with using unnecessary force, with abusing their 
authority, or with making ethnic slurs. 

The increase irt the number of complaints, says the 
executive director of the police department's Civilian Com
plaint Review Board, reflects the public's confidence in the 
board's impartiality. 

Those of you who would have thought that the figures 
reflect a rise in police brutality, or in people's willingness 
to report such brutality, can relax. The proportion of 
cases in which the board has recommended departmental 
charges against the cops involved was down to 2.5 per
cent, a new low. 

LAW PROFS DENOUNCE WITCH-HUNTING COM
MITTEE: The abolition of the House Committee on In
ternal Security was demanded by 365 professors from 
94 law schools on Dec. 28. The professors, including 
the deans of 13 law schools, signed a petition to the 
Ninety-third Congress charging that "the operations of 
any committee of this nature run counter to the basic 
principles of American democracy." 

They maintained that the principle function of the com
mittee "has been to probe and expose the beliefs, opinions, 
and as so cia tions of American citizens," and that "the 
very design of the committee, and the inevitable manner 
of its functioning, bring it directly into conflict with the 
constihitional guarantee of free and open discussion."' 

City-wide forum in N.Y. 
"WHERE DOES THE VIETNAM WAR STAND? How 
to End It: Sign Now or Out Now?" A talk by Barry 
Sheppard, national organizational secretary of the 
Socialist Wor~ers Party. Friday, Jan. 12, 8 p.m., 
at New York University, Room 121 Meyer Building 
{corner of Broadway and Washington Place}. Do
nation: $7. Sponsored by West Side Militant Forum, 
Lower Manhattan Militant Labor Forum, and Brook
lyn Militant Forum. See "What's Wrong with 'Sign 
Now'?-An answer to the Guardian on Vietnam," 
page 10. 

'THE ROLE OF THE ALTERNATIVE PRESS': That 
was the topic discussed by four panelists at the Militant 
Labor Forum in Los Angeles on Dec. 15. More 'than 
100 people came to hear Harry Ring of the Southwest 
Bureau of The Militant; Art Kunkin, editor of the Los 
Angeles Free Press; Michael Letwin, staff member of the 
Red Tide, a newspaper produced by high school students; 
and Patty Lee Parmalee, from the Southern California 
Bureau of the Guardian. In addition to discussing the 
alternative press in general, the panelists explained the 
role of their particular publications. _DAVE FRANKEL 



Nixon orders temP-orarY. limit on air war 

lnt'l outcry against bombing of N. Vietnam 

B-52s on Guam, ready to participate in assaults on population centers of Vietnam 

By DICK ROBERTS 
JAN. 2- Faced with an unprecedented 
world outcry against U.S. war pol
icies and the threat of a new upsurge 
of protest in the United States, Pr'es
ident Nixon suspended at least tem
porarily the genocidal bombing of 
Hanoi and Haiphong opened Dec. 18. 

" ... the criticism round the world 
today appears to equal or surpass 
in emphasis anything the United 
States has endured before and even 
includes what seems to be veiled dis
approval from the Vatican," declared 
the Christian &ience Monitor's front 
page Dec. 30. 

The same day the White House an
nounced cessation of the bombing 
north of the twentieth parallel and 
the reopening of secret talks in Paris 
scheduled for Jan. 8. 

Conspicuously lacking, as U. S. 
bombs reduced civilian centers of Ha
noi and Haiphong to rubble, was a 
meaningful response by Moscow or 
Peking. The two supposed allies of 
North Vietnam once again contented 
themselves with "serious criticisms." 

On Jan. 2, the Wall Street Journal 
could speculate that "North Vietnam's 
major suppliers, the Soviet Union and 
China, have told it to sign soon even 
if more concessions are needed. The 
two Communist giants both find their 
own relations with the U.S. damaged 
by th.e war and may also be tired 
of subsidizing the long conflict." 

But Washington's latest bombing 
emphasizes more than ever before the 
only concession that will satisfy the -
U.S. warmakers: defeat of the rev
olution in ~outh Vietnam. Nixon's 
goal is the same one that propelled 
John F. Kennedy to order the napalm 
bombing of Vietnamese peasant vil
lages a decade ago. That goal is to 
stabilize a proimperialist regime in 
Saigon. 

It is Saigon's "sovereignty" that Nix
on and Kissinger want Hanoi to guar
antee in the secret talks. The White 

· House demonstrated in the last two 
weeks that so long as there are U. S. 
military forces in Southeast Asia they 
can be used at a moment's notice to 
back up this demand with bombs. 

Civilian targets 
As hundreds of North Vietnamese 

civilians were killed or wounded each 
day that U. S. bombs fell on Hanoi 
and Haiphong, the Pentagon reached 
new heights of cynicism in its attempt 
to deny the genocidal character of 
the U. S. attack. 

For example, Hanoi reported that 
American air raids on Dec. 20 and 
21 had wounded U.S. POWs in a 
prison camp. A Pentagon spokesman 
told the Associated Press that if the 
report was true, Hanoi was violating 
the Geneva Convention by keeping 
prisoners of war "in an area partic
ularly exposed to the dangers of war." 

Washington Post columnist Nicho-
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las von Hoffman retorted, "Maybe, 
someday, somebody in the Pentagon 
will actually. step toward a mike in 
a briefing room and say we had to 
kill our own prisoners of war in order 
to liberate them." 

Von Hoffman's bitterness typified 
d'omestic and. international reaction to 
the White House duplicity. This time 
there were few believers of the admin
istration line that only military instal
lations were targeted. On Dec. 27, Pen
tagon spokesman Jerry Friedheim de
nied that civilians were being bombed 

·and characterized as "propaganda" 
Hanoi's "reports that Bach Mai Hos
pital, for example, had been dam
aged." 

From Hanoi itself, Agence France
Presse answered Friedheim Dec. 29. 
"The fact is that Bach Mai, a 900-
bed hospital where 300 people were 
undergoing treatment at the outset of 
the resumed raids on the city, was 
not only 'damaged,' but literally razed 
by several large bombs," said AFP. 

The French news agency continued, 
"Foreign diplomats and journalists 
here, including the correspondent of 
Agence France-Presse, visited its ruins. 

"As they walked between giant cra
ters and· between piles of stone from 
which bodies of young nurses were 
still being extricated, 'propaganda' 
was furthest from their minds." 

Michael Allen, associate dean of the 
Yale University Divinity School, was 
with three other Americans, including 
Joan Baez, who gave eyewitness re
ports of the bombing of civilians. "The 
most horrible scene I've ever seen in 
my life," Dean Allen said; "was when 
we visited the residential area of Khan 
Thien and as far as I could see, every-
thing was destroyed. • 

"Smoke was coming up from the 
rubble, and then I saw an old woman 
digging with her hands, and she was 
chanting out loud, 'My son, my son, 
where are you?"' 

The essence of the White House in
tentions was summed up by the New 
York Post Dec. 27. "One ranking 
source told the Chicago Daily News 
last week the bombing was designed 
to obliterate North Vietnam's ability 
to function as a state," the Post re
ported. 

U.S. condemned 
To what extent this massive bomb

ing pressured Hanoi to resume the 
secret talks is impossible to determine 
at this time. However, it is clear that 
immense pressure was also building 
up on the Nixon administration to 
stop the bombing of Hanoi and Hai
phong. 

". . . protests intensified around the 
world," said the Washington Pos4 Dec. 
30. "The displays of indignation fre
quently escalated into anti-American 
actions. 

"Leaders of nations allied with the 
United States are facing rising public 

demands to denounce American pol
icy and to bring open pressure on 
the Nixon administration to halt the 
bombings." 

The New York Times declared in 
an editorial Jan. 1, "North Vietnam 
has undoubtedly suffered cruelly from 
the most intensive aerial bombard
ment in history, but the United States 
has also paid a terrible price for this 
crude attempt to negotiate through ter
ror. Losses in aircraft and men were 
staggering. . . . But the still larger 
loss for the long run is in credibility 

haps ruling out renewed raids if the 
President isn't happy with the peace 
talks." 

The speculation testifies to the im
mense potential strength of the na
tional and international antiwar 
movement. Although Washington has 
temporarily halted the bombing above 
the twentieth parallel, it is subjecting 
the remainder of Vietnam, North and 
South, to continued bombing at peak 
war levels. Nixon's goal remains to 
impose the capitalist regime of Sai
gon on the South Vietnamese people. 
The secret talks between Hanoi and 
Washington are being conducted un
der the imminentthreat that the bomb
ing of Hanoi and Haiphong will be. 
resumed. 

These factors point to urgent tasks 
facing the antiwar movement. It is 
necessary to transform the anger of 
the world's populace against Wash
ington into an active force to get 
Washington out of Southeast Asia. The 
events of the last two weeks underc 
score how meaningless any "peace" 
in Southeast Asia will be that does 
not include the total withdrawal of 
the U. S. military armada. 

All the more treacherous in this con
text is Moscow and Peking's continued 
refusal to provide a meaningful de
fense of Vietnam. As the .huge U.S. 
bomber fleet pounded the Hanoi-Hai-

Some B:-52 fliers refuse to bomb 
The worldwide outrage at Nixon's bombing policy has apparently been 
reflected even among the "elite" B-52 crews stationed on Guam. Three
fourths of the B-52s available for missions in Southeast Asia operate 
from Andersen Air Force Base on the northern coast of Guam. 

Richard Halloran, writing in the Dec. 30 New York Times, quotes a 
ground crewman as saying, "The flight crews are different now. Before, 
when they came back, they were always clowning around. Now they're 
shaken. They just get out of the plane and into the bus and go to the 
debriefing." 

According to the Times account, several fliers have refused to go up. 
The Air Force has denied that there have been resignations, "but several 
islanders say they have friends among the crews who have found ways 
to _get out of the dangerous missions. They say the Air Force prefers 
to send them home quietly rather than make a public issue of it." 

"There are also reports here," the dispatch continues, "that members 
of flight crews have deliberately caused some of the complicated electronic 
machinery aboard a bomber to break down and thus cancel a mission. 
Some have reportedly neglected to arm the bombs so that they would 
not explode after they were dropped." 

The Dec. 30 Times also reported that a group of antiwar activists 
on the island have been ''harassing" Navy trucks carrying the bombs 
through Guam by driving cars slowly in front of the trucks on the way 
to the ammunition dump. 

"A young Navy petty officer in civilian clothes was arrested this week 
for that," the Times reports. "Before being handcuffed and taken away 
by the shore patrol, he was asked whether he belonged to an antiwar 
group. 'No,' hesaid1 'Ijustdon'tlikebombs.'" 

and respect at home and abroad." 
The Times editorial cited Nobel 

Prize winning U.s: physicist, Dr. Leon 
Cooper, whose conversations in Eu
rope convinced him that "we are com
ing to be regarded in the eyes of the 
world as Twentieth-century Huns." 
"Similar expressions of outrage and 
condemnation have echoed through
out the globe, from official as well 
as unofficial sources, among them 
many long-time friends of this coun
try," said the Times. 

Parallel to the international criticism 
were mounting efforts in the U. S. Con
gress to bring pressure on the White 
House. Most quoted was the previous
ly pro-Nixon Ohio Republican Sen
ator William Saxbe who said the pres
ident "appears to have lost his senses 
on this" and called for Congress to 
stop funding the war unless the bomb
ing is halted. 

The Wall Street Journal remarked 
on Jan. 2, "The raids that ended last 
weekend subjecteC: Mr. Nixon to much 
criticism at home and abroad, per-

phong area for nearly two weeks, the 
North Vietnamese military was forced 
to fire antiaircraft missiles atrandom 
at the B-52s because Hanoi lacks mis
siles capable of pinpointing these 
bombers. But B-52s were made in 
the 1950s. The Soviet Union has long 
had sufficient missile technology to 
halt them. 

The point was indirectly admitted 
by Guardian correspondent Wilfred 
Burchett in the Jan. 3 issue of the 
pro-Peking newspaper. "If they [B-52s] 
can be knocked out in such numbers 
by the relatively antiquated SAM-2s, 
how will they fare against SAM-3s 
and SAM-4s?" Burchett asked. 

The entire world is aware that the 
Soviet Union is withholding from Ha
noi these more advanced missiles. Giv
en the overwhelming sympathy with 
the Vietnamese in the face of Nixon's 
horrendous bombing, the masses of 
people throughout the world would 
greet with approval a Soviet move 
to provide modern SAM missiles and 

Continued on page 22 
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U.S. antiwar forces mobilize for Jan. 20 
mass actions in Washington, other cities. 
By CINDY JAQUITH 
JAN. 2- In the wake of Nixon's mas-
sive terror bombing of North Vietnam, 
U.S. antiwar forces are organizing 
united mass demonstrations on Jan. 
20 in Washington, D. C., and other 
cities. 

The National Peace Action Coalition 
(NPAC) and many other antiwar 
groups and individuals have called 
for the Inauguration Day protests. 

f 

1' • 

"absolutely essential to build the larg
est possible antiwar demonstration." 

Gordon said that the demands "End 
the War Now!" "End the Bombing 
Now!' have been agreed to by both 
NPAC and PCPJ representatives as 
the two slogans for the Jan. 20 march 
in D. C. "We have agreed to officially 
designate the demonstration as a 
"March Against Death and for Peace 
in Vietnam," he continued. 

Antiwar protesters in New York's Time1; Square Dec. 21 Militant/Mark Satinaff 

At a Dec. 28 news conference in 
New York, NPAC released the names 
of.. many prominent figures who have 
endorsed the Jan. 20 demonstration. 
These include: five members of Con
gress, Bella Abzug (D-N. Y.), John 
Conyers ( D-Mich:), Paul McCloskey 
(R-Calif.), Charles Rangel (D-N. Y.), 
and Donald Riegle ( R-Mich.); Fred 
Branfman, Project Air War; Noam 
Chomsky; and Minnie Lee Gartley, 
mother of released POW Mark Gart
ley. 

Also, Rodolfo "Corky" Gonzales, 
Denver Crusade for Justice; Jerry 
Wurf, international president of the 
American Federation of State, Coun
ty and Municipal Employees (AFS
CME); Vict~r Gotbaum, executive di
rector, District 37 of AFSCME; Sid
ney Lens, Chicago Peace Council; and 
Bobby Seale, chairman, Black Panther 
Party. 

In a widely-covered statement to the 
press on Dec. 30, NPAC national co
ordinator Jerry Gordon said that al
though Nixon has announced a halt 
in the bombing of Hanoi, the Jan. 20 
actions would go ahead as planned. 

"No one should give any credence 
to Nixon's shabby pretense of seek
ing peace," . he warned. "Now more 
than ever masses of Americans must 
act decisively to force the U.S. gov
ernment to stop the killing once and 
for all." 

Discussions are taking place between 
NPAC and representatives of the Peo
ple's Coalition for Peace and Justice 
(PCPJ) on the need for the two coali
tions to jointly build these demonstra
tions. 

Gordon told The Militant tonight 
that NPAC was "optimistic that these 
discussions will result in agreement 
to forge a united action." He said a 
united front of all antiwar forces was 
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"It's also understood and should be 
emphasized that each coalition is free 
to build the action in its own way and 
with its own demands," Gordon ex
plained. The PCPJ forces, he said, "are 
going to build it on the basis of 'Sign 
the Agreement' and we on the basis of 
'Out Now.'" 

In addition to Washington, D. C., 
protests are scheduled in Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, San 
Diego, Denver, and St. Paul, Minn., 
and antiwar groups in other cities are 
discussing the possibility of local ac
tions. The St. Paul demonstration has 
been endorsed by Minnesota Gover
nor Wendell Anderson~ Lieutenant 
Governor Rudy Perpich, Senator Wal
ter Mondale, and Congressman Don 
Fraser. 

The Student Mobilization Commit
tee ( SM C) is planning to call for Jan. 
19 actions on campuses and in high 
schools as a buildup to the Jan. 20 
protests. 

The response in local areas to the 
call for Jan. 20 actions is indicative 
of the potential for these demonstra
tions. Three hundred fifty people
including many veteran peace acti
vists- turned out for a meeting called 
by NPAC in New York on Dec. 27. 
The gathering voted by a large ma
jority to organize as many people as 
possible to go to Washington, D. C., 
for the Jan. 20 actions. · 

The Greater Boston Peace Action 
Coalition held a news conference Dec. 
29 to announce support for the Jan. 
20 march. Boston Mayor Kevin White 
sent a message to the news conference 
denouncing the bombing and state
ments were presented by Harvard pro
fessor Samuel Popkin, several state 
legislators, trade unionists, and anti
war activists. 

A resolution calling for an imme-

rliate halt to the bombing and for 
the immediate withdrawal of U.S. 
forces from Southeast Asia was sub
mitted to the Chicago city council by 
the Chicago Peace Action Coalition 
on Dec. 29. 

Twenty-seven aldermen had en
dorsed the resolution, which was pre
sented by Alderman Dick Simpson. 
The city council, with Mayor Richard 
Daley's apparent support, eventually 
adopted a statement calling for an 
immediate halt to the bombing and for 
Nixon to return to the negotiating 
table. 

Labor for Peace issued a statement 
on Dec. 23 condemning the bombing 
and urging Nixon to sign the treaty. 
Signers of the statement included Emil 
Mazey, secretary-treasurer of the 
United Auto Workers; Murray Fin
ley, president of .the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America; Harold 
Gibbons, vice-president of the Team
sters; Pat Gorman, secretary-treasurer 
of the Meat Cutters and Butcher Work-
men; and David Livingston, secretary
treasurer of the Distributive Workers 
of America. 

Several labor leaders held a Jan. 
2 news conference in Cleveland, where 
they denounced Nixon's peace prom
ises as a "hoax" and urged Congress 
to take action to end the war. The 
speakers included Bill Casstevens, 
director of Region 2 of the United 
Auto Workers; Frank Valenta, presi
dent of the Cleveland AFL-CIO; and 
Sam Janis, vice-president of the Inter
national Ladies' Garment Workers' 
Union. 

Antiwar demonstrations, picketlines, 
and vigils took place in' many cities 
and towns during the Christmas holi
days. Most were called on extremely 
short notice. 

On Dec. 29 Dean Sayre of the Na
tional Cathedral in Washington, D. C., 
led a peace walk of 1,000 to the White 
House. An antiwar march of 2,000 
in Palo Alto, Calif., was led by the 
city's mayor, Kirke Comstock, on 
Christmas Eve. Fifteen hundred dem
onstrated in New York's Times Square 
on Dec. 21 and 900 in Rochester, 
N.Y., on Dec. 23. 

A Christmas Day action in D. C., 
called by the Washington Area Peace 
Action Coalition, involved between 

500 and 700 participants. Five hun
dred people joined a picket line called 
on Dec. 23 by the Seattle Peace Ac
tion Coalition, and another 500 turned 
out for a Dec. 30 demonstration in 
San Diego called by Operation Peace 
on Earth, an ad hoc committee of 
anitwar activists. 

On New Year's Day several hun
dred protesters marched to the Cam
bridge, Mass., home of Congressman 
Thomas O'Neill Jr. to present a list 
of demands for Congress. 

Protests also occurred in Detroit; St.. 
Louis; Cleveland; Los Angeles; San 
Francisco; Andover., Mass.; Hartford, 
Conn.; Rochester, Minn.; Key Bis
cayne, Fla.; and other cities. 

Demonstrations and other actions 
are planned in some areas before Jan. 
20. A meeting Dec. 27 of 225 people 
in Los Angeles, called by Citizens for 
Peace, voted to organize a Jan. 7 
city-wide demonstration around the 
slogans "Stop the Bombing," "Sign the 
Treaty," and "Release the Political P:ds
oners." Citizens for Peace includes the 
Indochina Peace Campaign and the 
L.A. Peace Action Council. The L.A. 
Peace Action Coalition and the L.A. 
SMC are organizing an "Out Now" 
contingent for the demonstration. 

A Jan. 5 antiwar rally has been 
called in Houston by the Houston 
Peace Action Coalition and the Hous
ton Committee to End the War. At 
the rally, participants will discuss 
building a local Jan. 20 action. 

In San Diego, the Concerned Mili
tary and other groups have called 
for a Jan. 4 protest against the sailing 
of the aircraft carrier Constellation. 
scheduled to return to Vietnam. 

Teach-ins on the war are slated at 
Northwestern University and the Uni
versity of lllinois, Circle Campus, in 
Chicago on Jan. 11 and 12, initiated 
by the SMC. 

For further information on the Jan. 
20 'demonstrations, contact the nation
al office of NPAC and the SMC na
tional office at 1346 Connecticut Ave., 
N. W., Room 1122, Washington, D. C. 
20036. Telephone: (202) 293-3855. 
The New York NPAC office is at 150 
Fifth Ave., Room 737, New York, 
N.Y. 10011. Telephone (212) 691-
3270. 

Militant/Flax Hermes 

National Peace Action Coalition coordinator Jerry Gordon addresses New York 
planning meeting for Jan. 20 march on Washington, D~C. 



Nixon's atrocities protested around world 
By CAROLINE LUND 
"Things should be called by their 
proper name," stated Swedish Premier 
Olof Palme on Dec. 23 in regard to 
Nixon's bombing of North Vietnam. 
"What happens today in Vietnam is 
a form of torture .... What is being 
done is that people are being tor
mented, that a nation is being tor
mented, to humiliate them to force 
them to submit to the language of 
force. That is why the bombings are 
an outrage. 

"There are many of this kind in 
modern history. They are often con
nected with names- Guernica, Ora
dour, Babi Yar, Katyn, Lidice, 
Sharpeville, Treblinka. . . . Now 
there is one more name to add to the 
list- Hanoi, Christmas, 1972." 

The Swedish premier's statement lik
ening Nixon's bombing campaign to 
Nazi massacres in World War II was 
only one of a series of unprecedented 
protests from political figures around 
the world. Criticism of the bombing 
came even from politicians like Brit
ish Labour Party leader Harold Wil
son, who is notorious for his grovel
ing support to U.S. war policies in 
the past. 

Although massive popular demon
strations have not as yet occurred on 

the scale of the international antiwar 
actions of the late 1960s, the extent 
of protest from political figures is a 
reflection of the deep revulsion against 
the war felt by masses of people 
throughout the world. 

The following is a roundup of some 
of the international protest actions The 
Militant has learned of so far. 

• In Bangladesh, students demon
strated Jan. 1 against U.S. bombing 
of North Vietnam in front of the U.S. 
Information Service in Dacca. Two 
students were killed when police 
opened fire. In response, workers and 
shopkeeper_s in Dacca carried out a 
half-day g~ner al strike the "following 
day. According to the Jan. 3 Wash
ington Post account, the original anti
war demonstration ''began on a whol
ly anti-American note," but "it quickly 
turned against the prime minister 
[Sheikh Mujibur Rahman]" after po
lice opened fire. An earlier demonstra
tion was reported in Rajshahi, about 
100 miles from Dacca. 

e Demonstrations were also re
ported to have occurred in Wellington, 
New Zealand; Vienna, Austria; and 
Singapore, Malaysia. 

e In addition to issuing his state
ment condemning the bombings, 
Swedish Premier Palme has joined 

Dockers boycott U.S. ships 
In the midst of the international 
reaction to Nixon's unprecedented 
bombing policy, there were indi
cations that large numbers of 
working people were ready to take 
action if trade-union leaders or the 
leaders of the mass Communist 
and social democratic parties in 
Europe had called for protest 
demonstrations. 

For example, in Western Europe 
the first popular protest against 
the recent bombing was the de
cision of longshoremen in Genoa, 
Italy,, to boycott all U.S. ships 
stopping in that port. 

The workers voted for the boy
. cott without the approval of their 

official trade-union leadership, re
ported a Dec. 29 Associated Press 

dispatch from London. Danish 
dock workers proposed to join in 
the boycott, reported the Dec. 30 
Washington Post, and unionists 
were considering the possibility of 
a coordinated boycott of U. S. 
goods throughout Europe. 

On Dec. 28 the Seamen's Union 
of Australia likewise voted to boy
cott U.S. ships· in all Australian 
ports. The following day two more 
Australian maritime unions de
cided · to join the boycott until 
Nixon stopped the bombing. 

In addition, the four main labor 
unions in Finland demanded a 
halt to the bombing; one of them 
declared its willingness to boycott 
U.S. goods. 

Japanese woman leafletting in Tokyo in protest of bombing 

with representatives of four opposition 
parties in Sweden to launch a cam
paign for two million signatures on 
a petition demanding a halt to the 
bombing. Nixon responded to these 
protests by telling the Swedish gov
ernment it could forget about sending 
a new ambassador to the U. S. Palme 
answered this move by challenging 
Nixon to a public debate. 

In Norway all political parties have 
agreed to take part in a conference 
on Vietnam the first week of January. 

e In addition to the Swedish gov
ernment, the governments of Italy and 
the Netherlands have also officially 
condemned the bombing. 

• In Great Britain, top Labour Par
ty leaders have in the past raised no 
protest against the Vietnam war. But 
in response to the latest bombings 
even right wing Labour leaders, such 
as Harold Wilson and Roy Jenkins, 
felt constrained to speak out. 

Jenkins sent an open letter to Prime 
Minister Edward Heath Dec. 28 urg-

. ing him to condemn the bombing. 
In the letter, Jenkins characterized the 
bombing as "a wave of terror using 
the massive resources of the most ad
vanced technological country against 
a small but stubborn part of the back
ward world." 

On Dec. 25 an AP dispatch reported 
that 200 members of parliament, act-

ors, church leaders, and trade union
ists held a silent picket line outside 
the U.S. embassy in London to pro
test the recent bombings. 

e In West Germany the Social Dem
ocratic Party government refused to 
officially condemn the bombing raids, 
but six prominent members of the par
ty accused the U.S. of attacking cities, 
schools, and hos pita Is in Vietnam. 
They compared the raids to Nazi 
bombing of civilians in the Spanish 
civil war. Several hundred West Ger
mans marched against the bombing 
in Berlin on Dec. 25. 

e Carrying banners saying, "Today 
Vietnam, Tomorrow Us," protesters 
in Zagreb, Yugoslavia, threw red 
paint on the U.S. consulate in that 
city during demonstrations held Dec. 
26 and · 27. Yugoslav President Tito, 
who has previously kept silent on the 
war, called the bombing campaign 
a crime against mankind. 

• An Associated Press photo in the 
Dec. 21 New York Times sbowed a 
demonstration of workers at a steel 
mill in Warsaw, Poland. 

Despite the horror of the genocidal 
bombing campaign and thefworldwide 
revulsion it brought forth, the bureau
cratic regimes in Moscow and Peking 
have so far made no decisive re
sponse. Chinese Premier Chou En-lai 

Continued on page 22 

House Democrats steP-..,YP- war criticism 

Scientists, church leaders protest bombing 
Despite the fact that Nixon chose the 
Christmas holiday period for his mas
sive bombing assault on North Viet
nam, his action evoked immediate, 
widescale protests. An outcry was 
raised from such diverse groups as 
religious figures, members of Con
gress, scientists, and other profession
al people, many of whom had never 
taken part in antiwar action before. 

Although the protests succeeded in 
forcing Nixon to call a temporary 
halt to the bombing, distrust of Nixon 
and opposition to his policies contin
ued to deepen. 

On Jan. 2, the day before the open
ing of the Ninety-third Congress, the 
House Democratic Caucus voted 154 
to 75 that "no further funds be au
thorized, appropriated or expendedfor 
U.S. military combat operations in 
or over Indochina and that such oper
ations be terminated immediately sub
ject only to arrangements necessary 
to insure the safe withdrawal of Amer
ican troops, and the return of Ameri
can prisoners of war." 

This resolution, which is the strong
est that House Democrats have ever 
managed to come up with, will now 
be introduced in the House of Rep
resentatives. 

On the same day Senator J. Wil
liam Fulbright, chairman of the Sen-
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ate Foreign Relations Committee, 
stated that if a Vietnam settlement were 
not negotiated by inauguration day 
(Jan. 20), his committee would im
mediately draft legislation to end the 
war. 

Fulbright has also requested that 
presidential adviser Henry Kissinger 
appear before the Foreign Relations 
Committee to testify on Nixon's war 
policy. Kissinger has never before ap
peared at a formal meeting of the 
committee. 

In addition, war critics in the House 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee and the 
Senate judiciary subcommittee on ref
ugees are planning to hold hearings 
on the effects of the bombings on U. S. 
relations with European countries, as 
well as the civilian damage from the 
raids. · 

Senator William Saxbe ( R-Ohio) 
probably best expressed the major 
concern_ of the congressional war crit
ics when he stated that "all hell is 
going to break loose" in this country 
unless Nixon changes his war policies. 

"I'm not talking about the radicals, 
either," said Saxbe. "I'm talking about 
the average upright American who's 
had enough." Saxbe was previously 
a supporter of the war. 

Referring to the recommendation 
some years ago by retired General 

Curtis LeMay that Vietnam should be 
bombed ''back into the Stone Ages," 
Saxbe remarked that Nixon was do
ing precisely that, "and everybody 
laughed at LeMay afthat time." 

Nixon's order for at least a tem
porary bombing halt on Dec. 30 met 
with statements of approval from 
many congressional war critics. 

At the height of the bombing, 21 
Democratic members of the House of 
Representatives signed a letter to Dem
ocratic National Committee Chairman 
Robert Strauss requesting that the 
committee meet "to discuss plans for a 
nationwide campaign to mobilize pub
lic opposition to President Nixon's 
war policy." 

What's behind this apparent stiffen
ing of the spines of congressional 
doves? A survey of the breadth of 
protest in answer to Nixon's bomb
ing indicates the pressure from the 
American people that are prompting 
Congress to act. 

On Dec. 30 a group of clergymen 
led a silent march of 2,000 persons 
to the White House protesting the 
bombings. A massive religious con
vocation for peace has been called 
for Washington, D. C., on Jan. 3 and 
4 by a group of 44 religious leaders 
of different faiths from all over the 
country. Signed by leading theo-

logians and 15 Catholic, United Meth
odist, and Mennonite bishops, the 
statement calling the convocation 
says, "We need no more brilliantly 
contrived explanations of diplomatic 
failures. The bombing must be 
stopped. The war must be ended." 

Several churches in Southern Cali
fornia held a joint press conference 
Dec. 22 expressing "despair over the 
renewal and escalation of bombing 
in Vietnam." In New York City the 
Reverend Daniel Berrigan led antiwar 
demonstrations in front of St. Patrick's 
Cathedral, protesting Cardinal 
Cooke's refusal to condemn the bomb
ing. The Reverend Ernest Campbell 
of Riverside Church in New York is
sued an open letter to evangelist Billy 
G!aham asking why he has not urged 
Nixon to end the bombing. 

On Dec. 30 the world's largest 
science organization, the American As
sociation for the · Advancement of 
Science (AAAS), issued a statement 
calling for "an immediate cessation of 
hostilities" and an immediate U.S. 
withdrawal from Vietnam, Laos, and 
Cambodia. 'I\vo days earlier, the Fed
eration of American Scientists also 
condemned the renewed U. S. bomb
ing of North Vietnam. 

About 250 scientists participating in 
Continued on page 22 
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In Our Opinion 
Jan. 20 protest 
The Bach Mai Hospital, the largest in Hanoi, was completely 
destroyed during the terror bombing ordered by President 
Nixon. Two bombs fell directly into the blood transfusion 
center. Twenty-three doctors, nurses, and medical students, 
as well as a number of patients, were killed; 1,550 quarts 
of plasma were destroyed. 

The horror of such indiscriminate bombing and the out
rage at having been deceived and betrayed once again by 
Nixon and Kissinger have produced an international wave 
of protest 

This worldwide outcry helped force Nixon to order a tem
porary halt to bombing north of the twentieth parallel. But 
the B-52s and other warplanes have only been diverted to 
other parts of Southeast Asia. And the threat of attacks on 
Hanoi and Haiphong remains in full force. 

The response to the new escalation has illuminated the 
international antiwar movement's potential power to limit 
Washington's options. The need to intensify and expand an
tiwar activity throughout the world is greater than ever. 

Support is rapidly growing for the demonstrations planned 
for Washington, D. C., a11d other cities on Jan. 20, the day 
that Nixon begins his second four years in office. The presi
dent will undoubtedly claim his landslide election gave him 
a "mandate" for his current course. 

Let's answer him in the streets on Jan. 2 0 with a man
date that truly represents the will of the people of the entire 
world: Get the U. S. Out of Southeast Asia Now! 

Nicaragua tragedy 
The events surrounding the immense tragedy of the Nicara
guan earthquake have shown again the inability of the capital
ist system to aid the victims of such natural disasters. 

In Managua tens of thousands were killed or injured. The 
city is in rubble. Two hundred thousand people are homeless 
and 250,000 unemployed. 

What was the immediate response of the Somoza dictatorship 
of Nicaragua? It sent troops to guard the downtown stores, 
offices, and especially the banks. Troops were ordered to shoot 
"looters" on sight. The first priority of the capitalist Nicara
guan government was to protect whatever private property 
was left, against the poor. 

. But what about the millions of dollars of relief aid sent 
by the U.S. and other capitalist governments? A report from 
Nicaragua in the Dec. 29 New York Times says that "ob
servers could verify that refugees were receiving only a pittance 
five days after the national catastrophe, although there has 
been a huge flow of all kinds of aid from 24 countries." 

Government bureaucrats responsible for distribution of the 
aid are simply enriching themselves. 

Meanwhile the U. S. government is making a lot of noise 
about how humanitarian it is for sending aid to Managua. 
But according to the U. S. Agency for International Develop
ment, the U. S. provided the measly total of $3-million in 
relief supplies and other aid. Compare this token aid with 
Washington's enthusiasm in airlifting massive milita¥y aid 
to the Thieu regime when it appeared that a cease-fire might 
be agreed upon. Nixon rushed $300-million in aircraft alone 
to the Thieu dictatorship. 

The hypocrisy of Nixon and Somoza contrasts with the 
real expressions of human solidarity from working people 
throughout the world. An example of such solidarity was 
the collection of aid by Puerto Rican baseball star Roberto 
Clemente, who died in a plane crash'onhis way to Nicanigua. 
Clemente wanted to go to Nicaragua to make sure the aid 
he collected got into the hands of those in need rather than 
profiteers. 

With a socialist organization of society human beings will 
be able to effectively counteract these natural tragedies. A 
socialist government would help mobilize working people 
to send massive aid to their stricken brothers and sisters 
in another country. In a country where such a tragedy oc
curred, a socialist government would distribute aid through 
the trade unions or other popular organizations, and would 
work to alleviate human misery rather than to protect private 
property. 
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Says McGov would have 
halted war 
Speaking as a former McGovern 
campaign worker, I fail to see any 

·reason for claims that McGovern's 
and Nixon's policies are the same. 
For one thing, the war would have 
been over by April if McGovern had 
been elected. Does anyone care to 
bet about the status ()f the war in 
April under Nixon? 

I'll admit McGovern's a capitalist, 
but I'd rather have our army of 
men, who were kidnapped from 
their homes, home safely than work 
for a candidate who can't win and 
who's from a party that never won 
-even if I believe in them. 

The people I worked with shared 
two things: a hatred of the war and 
a bitter hatred of Nixon. But these 
two things were the main and, rarely, 
the only things in common. I my
self think I lean far to the left (I 
agree with The Militant on almost 
all points, especially Nixon and 
the war.) 
Jay Baltz 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. S. I am an antiwar activist now. 

Debating abortion foes 
In referem;e to Cindy Jaquith's 
article "Debating anti-abortion forces" 
in the Dec. 15 Militan~ I 
agree that a strong offensive is nec
essary in determining a strategy to 
lead the abortion rights campaign. 

To begin with, let's take the anti
abortion forces for what they really 
are-an effort to intimidate and stop 
women from exercising their right 
to determine their own destiny. If 
our sisters are not given the right 
to determine their own destiny be
cause of the morality of the Catholic 
Church (which the American govern
ment has already tied up in its 
power structure), next will follow 
more crusades to then stop anything 
that is contrary to Catholic morality . 

When the anti-abortion people hold 
up a picture of a fetus we should 
hold up a picture of Mylai and tell 
them to get their morality over to 
Washington, D. C., and stop kill-
ing in Vietnam. To me this is a 
sharp contradiction-that the Ca tho
lie Church is willing to fight for 
a fetus, which is not a conscious 
individual, but not for the people 
in Vietnam and elsewhere. 

And if the question arises, "You're 
against killing in Vietnam but not 
against killing a fetus?", I answer 
that I am for the right of the Viet
namese people to determine their 
own destiny without any foreign 
intervention and I am for the right 
of women to determine their own 
destiny as well. 

I also stress that since the fetus 
is still a part of the woman, it is 
that women's duty to determine what 
would be in the best interest of her
self and the fetus. The fetus is not 
a living person and it is not conscious 
of life, so therefore it cannot deter
mine its own destiny. 

Hence the woman, being aware of 
her social enviornment and using 
her empirical knowledge, can deter
mine what is best for herself and 
the fetus. If that be abortion, then 
abortion it should be. 
R. V. 
&ranton, Pa. 

Vietnam seHiement 
There is one point in the debate 
over the proposed Vietnam settle
ment that I don't think you've men
tioned but I find convincing. If we 

Letters 
tell people the settlement is a good 
one and urge its acceptance, what 
do we do if the National Liberation 
Front or other sections of the Viet
namese people "violate" any sections 
of the "settlemenf'? 

If we have told people that the 
settlement is good and just, we have 
then left ourselves open to the argu
ment that the U.S. has a right to 
get reinvolved if the "good and Jusf' 
settlement is broken. 

The best thing for us to do is to 
reaffirm our commitment to imme
diate and unconditional withdrawal 
and educate people about the need 
for that. If we do that, we will be 
in the best position to defend the 
Vietnamese should Nixon try to use 
any real or imagined violation of 
the "settlemenf' as an excuse for 
further U.S. intervention. 

Keep up the good work. 
J.G. 
New York, N. Y. 

Harrington resignation 
Mil ton Alvin, in an article entitled 
"Max Schactman, 1904-1972" in the 
Dec. 1 issue of The Militan~ says, 
"[Michael] Harrington recently re
signed as cochairman of the Social
ist Party because other leaders of 
the party were too critical of Mc
Govern." 

This is seriously misleading. 
Harrington's position, as stated in 
his letter of resignation (see the 
Nation, Nov. 13), is that many 
party leaders who were "critical of 
McGovern" were critical from the 
right and privately even supported 
Nixon. Harrington's letter discusses 
this point in some detail. 
Donald Perlis 
Mayaguez, Puerto Rica 

In reply- Michael Harrington's re
cent resignation from the national 
co-chairmanship of the Socialist 
Party was referred to in passing in 
an article about the life of Max 
Schactman. We think it was clear 
from the context of the sentence you 
cite that Milton Alvin did, in fact, 
note that Schactman, and other SP 
leaders, stood to the right of Harring
ton. Here is the full quote: 

"Schactman' s journey from revolu
tionary to reactionary politics can 
be measured in the fact that at the 
time of his death he stood to the 
right of Michael Harrington, a Mc
Govern supporter in the 1972 presi
dential elections who holds Schact
man's estimate of the Soviet Union. 
Harrington recently resigned as co
chairman of the Socialist Party be
cause other leaders of the party were 
too critical of McGovern." 

American revolution 
Debby Leonard, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for governor of 
Texas in the recent elections, spoke 
here in Houston Dec. 14 at a sym
posium on the American revolution. 
The symposium was organized at 
Dominican College in connection with 
national activities around the bi
centennial of the American revo
lution. 

Both Leonard and Professor 
Forrest MacDonald of Wayne State 
University presented papers at the 
gathering. William Ballew, a well
known Houston attorney and head 
of the Texas Bill of Rights Founda
tion, was invited to present a cri
tique of the papers. 

Leonard presented a socialist 
analysis of both the American rev
olution and the Civil War, which 
she called the "second American 



revolution." She explained that full 
freedom for all of the American 
people can only be won through 
a third American revolution, which 
will be socialist. 

Professor MacDonald advanced the 
unusual thesis that the American 
revolution was not actually a revo
lution and that the masses, rather 
than being motivated by an urge 
for revolutionary change, were pro
pelled by a "desire to prevent change. 
Inertia." 

Ballew commented on the similar
ity between the American revolution 
and the current Vietnamese revolu
tionary struggle for independence. 
Nelson Blackstock 
Houston, Texas 

Cancels subscription 
After perusing several issues of The 
Militan~ I find that I'm getting tired 
of sifting through a haystack of 
opinion to find a needle of interest
ing, factual news. In an article en
titled "Biggest Militant sub drive 
yet: 35,:!41 new readers in 9 weeks" 
(Militan~ Dec. 8), Nancy Cole 
states: "A subscription drive of this 
size ... is also another index by 
which we can judge the depth of the 
radicalization of American youth." 
If-this statement is to be true, then 
please cancel my subscription. 

Another noteworthy item: You 
bill The Militant as "Published in 
the interests of the working people," 
yet Ms. Cole states in her article 
that "the majority of subscriptions 
were sold to college students .... " 
Are college students, for the most 
part, "working people"? I doubt it. 
M.K. 
Seattle, Wash. 

In reply- Think it over. Of the more 
than nine million students currently 
enrolled in U. S. colleges and uni
versities, only a tiny percentage will 
go on to enter positions of ruling
class power. 

A college education no longer even 
means that a graduate is likely to 
become a government functionary, 
a small businessman, or a member 
of one of ilie professions. 

The great majority will more likely 
become highly qualified technicians 
or skilled workers. Relatively well 
paid, yes, but still wage workers 
wiili noiliing to sell but ilieir labor 
power. Which explains why more 
and more middle-class students tend 
to identify wiili ilie status awaiting 
iliem after graduation rather ilian 
wiili ilieir family origin. 

While iliey are still in college, how
ever, most students do not yet have 
to work for a living and thus have 
ilie time to absorb and discuss new 
ideas. At ilie same time iliey have 
strong ties wiili ilie rest of their 
generation in ilie high schools, ilie 
factories, and ilie army. 

These factors help explain why stu
dents have been deeply radicalized by 
ilie Vietnam war. They also explain 
why The Militant makes a major 
effort to secure as many readers as 
possible on ilie campuses. 

The letters column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen
eral interest to our readers. Please 
keep your letters brief. Where neces
sary they will be abridged. Please in
dicate if your name may be used or 
if you prefer that your initials be used 
instead. 
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National Picket Line 
Marvel Scholl 

UMW: Miller team takes charge 
The transfer of control in the 200,000-member United that UMW members will soon elect their own sa!ety 
Mine Workers of America from an unscrupulous 
gang of company-minded bureaucrats to the newly 
elected leadership began Dec. 22. 

Arnold Miller was installed as the new president, 
Mike Trbovich as vice-president, and Harry Patrick 
as secretary treasurer. These officials took over after 
being certified by the U. S. Department of Labor 
as winners of a court-ordered election that ousted 
former UMW president William Boyle. 

They have a background in struggle for control 
of the union by its members and for protection of 
the miners by th~ union. Miller was president of 
the 192-member UMW local at the Bethlehem Steel 
Company's mine at Kayford, W.Va., when he agreed 
to serve as president of the West Virginia Black 
Lung Association in 1969. 

Mike Trbovich and Harry Patrick were both work
ing miners until chosen last May at the convention 
of Miners. for Democracy to run for office. 

About three hundred miners came in from the coal 
fields to the UMW headquarters in Washington, D. C., 
for the inauguration of their new union represen
tatives. It was a happy occasion, and a big change 
in atmosphere at the massive stone and marble struc
ture that was once the Washington University Club. 

This was the first time a band of union miners 
marched through the corridors of that old building 
as if they owned the place. And the truth is they were 
only bringing the message from the miners back 
in the coal regions who now feel that they have taken 
possession of their union and have finally come into 
their own. 

Immediately after taking the oath of office Miller 
told the miners who were present for the occasion 
that the "most serious problem" is safety. He prom
ised that mine owners will "respond to the problems 
of coal ·mining, or suffer the consequences." This 
was prompted in part by the deaths on Dec. 16 
of five miners at the G 1solidated Coal Company's 
Itmann No.3 mine near Mullens, W.Va. 

In the past 15 years, 1,427 UMW members have 
died in accidents, 181 in 1971 and more than 150 
in 1972. The word is out that union men will no 
longer rely on the Federal Bureau of Mines and 
the state and company inspectors to determine when 
and where working conditions are safe. This means 

men in every mine. 
Democracy in ilie mine pits goes hand in hand 

wiili democracy in ilie union. "We pledged full au
tonomy for UMW districts in our campaign, and 
we intend to keep our pledge," Miller said upon 
assuming office. Elections for district officers are 
scheduled for June. 

Miller removed 20 of former president Boyle's ap
pointees from ilie 24-member UMW executive board. 
In ilieir place he appointed 14 "interim" board mem
bers to serve until ilie elections can be held, leav
ing six vacancies. He removed Boyle's editor of the 
United Mine Workers Journal, Justin McCarthy. He 
got rid of the Boyle-appointed union attorney, Ed
ward Carey. Suzanne Richards, Boyle's $40,000-a
year assistant, was dismissed. 

The new administration has filled iliese positions 
wiili supporters and advisers in ilie struggle to oust 
ilie old UMW bureaucrats. The new editor of ilie 
union paper is Don Stillman, ilie 27 -year-old West 
Virginia University journalism instructor who pre
pared copy for Miller's election campaign. 

The new UMW attorney is Joseph A. Yablonski, 
35, the legal adviser to Miners for Democracy, whose 
failier was murdered after challenging Boyle for ilie 
union presidency in ilie 1969 rigged election. Richard 
Bank, 28, a Charleston, W. Va., attorney, is Miller's 
executive assistant. Edgar James, 26, a graduate 
student from Portland, Ore., is assistant to vice-presi
dent Trbovich. 

Meyer Bernstein, an ex-cfficial of ilie Steelworkers 
union and special observer for ilie Labor Depart
ment in the government-supervised UMW election, 
has been appointed UMW dire.:!tor of public and 
international affairs. 

Miller's campaign promises included the following: 
1) to reduce officers' salaries; 2) to move ilie union 
headquarters into the mine fields; 3) to raise miners' 
pensions to $200 monilily; 4) to exercise strict con
trol of ilie UMW-owned National Bank of Washing
ton; 5) to organize ilie unorganized miners; 6) mem
bership ratification of all union contracts; 7) election 
of all union officials. 

Whether iliese promises can be filled will depend 
upon how soon and how well ilie union ranks begin 
to exercise control over ilie decision-making apparat
us of ilie union. 

Women In Revolt 
Cindy Jaquith 

Catholic women ignore Pope 
It has been four years since Pope Paul VI issued 
his famous encyclical banning Cailiolics from using 
all forms of birili- control except rhyilim. During 
iliis time, opposition to iliis reactionary stand has 
grown wifuin ilie Cailiolic Church. 

More ilian two-iliirds of married Cailiolic women 
currently practice birth control methods banned by 
ilie papal doctrine. This information comes from 
ilie National Fertility Study, which found iliat in 
1970, 68 percent of married Cailiolic women between 
ilie ages of 18 and 39 were using contraceptive meili
ods oilier ilian rhyilim. The 1970 figure compares 
wiili 30 percent in 1955 and 51 percent in 1965. 

The survey underscores what two of its auiliors 
call "a wide gulf between ilie behavior of most Caili
olic women, on ilie one hand, and ilie position of 
ilie more conservative clergy and ilie official stand 
of ilie church itself, on ilie oilier." 

In fact, ilie survey showed iliat even among iliose 
women defined as t.lj_e "most committed" to ilieir re
ligion- iliose who take Communion at least once 
a month-53 percent use meiliods oilier ilian rhyilim. 

According to ilie survey, young Cailiolic women 
are ilie most likely to disobey ilie Church's teachings. 
Seventy-eight percent of Cailiolic women between the 
ages of 20 and 24 said iliey used birili control meili
ods oilier ilian rhyilim. 

Anoilier example of ilie growing conflict between 
young Cailiolics and ilie Church hierarchy is the 
dispute at Georgetown University in Washington, 
D. C., over a sex education booklet put out by ilie 
student 'government. Georgetown is a Cailiolic school. 

The 46-page pamphlet, called "Human Sexual Re-

sponse-Ability," includes sections on abortion, birth 
control, and homosexuality. Distribution of ilie pam
phlet on campus provoked Cardinal Patrick O'Boyle, 
the archbishop in D. C., to demand its withdrawal 
in an article in ilie Catholic Standard, the official 
newspaper of ilie archdiocese. 

O'Boyle said the booklet ran "directly contrary 
to ilie moral teaching of ilie church." Furiliermore, 
he felt that the six medical students who wrote the 
booklet were "lacking in proper guidance and di
rection," and he questioned their "ability and ex
pertise." Presumably, ilie medical "ability and exper
tise" of ilie pope is above question. 

This incident also showed that Catholic Church 
officials disagree over how to handle this issue. The 
Reverend Edmund Ryan, executive vice-president of 
educational affairs at Georgetown, took ilie side of 
ilie students. In a rebuttal to the archbishop, also 
printed in the Catholic Standard, he argued for the 
right of freedom of expression at Catholic schools. 

Another case of Cailiolic officials disputing ilie 
ban on birili control devices is the recent statement 
by 80 Catholic bishops in Mexico. The bishop's 
declaration, while vague, gave support to the gov
ernment-sponsored family-planning program, which 
goes into effect Jan. 1. 

Under the program, clinics in Mexico will dispense 
free birili control pills, diaphragms, IUDs, and con
traceptive foam, all meiliods iliat are officially pro
hibited by ilie Church. 

The bishops' statement was published in Excelsior, 
a leading Mexico City daily. 
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The Great Society 
·Harry Ring 

We knew there was a catch-" I don't 
think there is any sex in heaven. If 
people only want to go to heaven 
for sex, they better have their sex on 
earth."- Reverend Billy Graham 

Iddy biddy hookers- We're sure the 
pill pushing industry couldn't be con
nected with such firms as the one in 
California that produces a children's 
item called "Doc Whacky's candy 
pills," a cure-all for "iddy biddy irri
tations" such as "Mom and Pop," 
"homework," and "babysitters." 

nance, a U. S. appeals court ruled 
that wearing the flag on the seat of 
your pants is not a crime. 

Shockproof fish- Tokyo officials 
warn that fish caught in Japanese wa
ters could be dangerously contami
nated by polychlorinated biphenyl 
(PCB), a chemical compound used 
as an insulating agent in electrical 
products. PCB symptoms include nau
sea, vomiting, and sealing of the up
per eyelids. Excessive consumption 
can be fatal. Officials said they would 
ask 3,000 factories using the stuff to 
switch to something nonpoisonous. 
Provided, we presume, it isn't incon
venient or unprofitable. 

Bureaucrats drive 'em up the wall
The Soviet population increased 16 
percent in the last decade but coffin 
nail consumption was up 50 percent. 

Humble Americans- We've always 
been impressed by the modesty of the 
oil barons. Like J. Paul Getty had 
an 80th birthday party in London 
with but 200 guests. It was thrown 
together by his friend Margaret, Duch
ess of Argyll. She explained it was 
"a small dinner dance ... I invited 
his friends and mine and our mutual 
friends from Paris, America, London, 
and elsewhere." Meanwhile, oilman H. 
L. Hunt said all he wanted for Xmas 
was "a good corn cure" for his little 
toe. 

Maybe even help blow it up- Indica
ting a certain sensitivity image-wise, 
a Kodak recruitment ad in the U 
of Pennsylvania Daily Pennsylvanian 
suggests, "Maybe the way to change 
the world is to join a large corpora
tion." 

Department of Pure Coincidence- Dur
ing a recess in a receiving-stolen-prop
erty trial in Redding, Calif., someone 
ripped off the court reporter's $500 
tape recorder. The courtroom from 
which it vanished, according to the 
Associated Press, "is approximately 
20 yards down the hallway from the 
Shasta County Sherifrs Department." 

Note to Levi Strauss- Striking down 
a Massachusetts flag desecration ordi-

By Any Means Necessary 

Jesse Jackson and Liberia 
Many Blacks are genuinely interested in develop
ing a positive Pan-Africanist outlook. But some 
are scrambling at breakneck speed to take ad
vantage of the new hlterest in Africa for a variety 
of ill-conceived reasons. 

The Reverenrl Jesse Jackson, president of Op
eration PUSH (People United to Save Humanity) 
spelled out his intentions toward Africa after a 
recent trip to Liberia. The Dec. 21 Jet quoted 
him as saying, "The relationship of Black Amer
icans to Africans has to move from romance to 
finance and from lip service to ship service." 

At the heart of Jackson's plans is an attempt 
to obtain dual citizenship for U. S. Blacks both 
here and in Liberia. This, he says, will be a step 
toward opening new markets and alliances be
tween Liberians and Black Americans. Jackson 
claims his plan, which was warmly received by 
Liberian President William Tolbert, is based on 
ec~:momic reality. 

But it is white-owned U. S. capitalist interests 
that actually dominate the Liberian economy. Rub
ber and iron ore, the principal natural resources, 
have been stripped from the country since Fire
stone "Robber" Company and other U.S. corpo-

rate giants became heavily invoived there in the 
1920s. 

(Liberia was established in 184 7 by emanci
pated American slaves who were financed by the 
U. S. government. Descendants of these former 
slaves comprise the present ruling elite, which op
presses the indigenous African majority.) 

Jackson thinks encouraging Black businessmen 
to invest in Liberia will benefit Liberians. This 
assumes, of course, that the already entrenched 
white imperialists would freely and without pro
test give up a piece of the Liberian pie to their 
new Black competitors. It also assumes there are 
enough Black businessmen with enough capital 
to compete with white big business. 

Neither Tolbert nor Jackson is seeking to de
prive imperialism of its control of African land 
or resources. Tolbert profits from the special sta
tus American corporations enjoy in Liberia. Sim
ilarly, Jackson looks to big business to improve 
conditions in the Black community here. 

But whatever concessions U.S. capitalism is will
ing to make cannot be stretched to the point of 
granting the African masses control of the land, 
farms, and mineral resources of Liberia, nor of 

The American Way of Life 

News of the week- "Price Com
parisons No Guide to Quality."
Headline in the Los Angeles Times. 

Baxter Smith 

granting Black control of the Black community 
here. 

The big U. S. corporations- General Motors, 
Ford, Firestone, IT& T-are part of the problem, 
the very agents responsible for the Liberian life 
expectancy of 37 years and for the fact that 91 
percent of the population is illiterate. Tolbert and 
his regime are the front men for imperialism and 
ensure its continued domination of Liberia. 

As the preamble to the National Black Political 
Agenda states, "Economic, cultural, and spiritual 
depression stalk Black America, and the price 
for survival often appears to be more than we 
are able to pay. On every side, in every area 
of our lives, the American institutions in which 
we have placed our trust are unable to cope with 
the crises they have created by their single-minded 
dedication to profits for some and white suprem
acy above all." 

This is why Africans and African-Americans 
must struggle to eliminate capitalism and impe
rialism. Only then will the destiny of Africa be 
controlled by Africans, and the destiny of the Black 
community here be controlled by Black people. 

Lee Smith 

Litton ~buys in,' Gordon Rule on way out 
For the last 10 years, Gordon Rule was the di
rector of procurement control and clearance for 
the Navy Materiel Command. This civilian job 
provided Rule with an office in the Pentagon and 
an annual salary of $36,000. On Dec. 22, 1972, 
Rule was suddenly booted out of his position and 
given a new job consulting on the procurement 
of supplies for a Navy school at the Anacostia 
Naval Station in Washington, D. C. 

The day before he kicked Rule downstairs, the 
65-year-old civil servant's military boss, Admiral 
Isaac Kidd Jr., visited Rule at home. Reportedly, 
the admiral brought along retirement papers, which 
Rule refused to sign. 

A Pentagon public affairs officer said Admiral 
Kidd "lost confidence in the judgment of Mr. Rule" 
after Rule testified before a subcommittee of the 
Senate and House Joint Economic Committee. The 
public affairs officer said: "Mr. Rule's remarks 
[before the committee] about former President Eisen
hower were very nearly the ultimate in poor taste 
and bad judgment." 

Rule had said that Eisenhower, who warned 
about a "military-industrial complex" in a 1960 
speech, "must be twitching in his grave" at the 
growing symbiosis of defense contractors and the 
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Pentagon. Government contracting, Rule told the 
committee, has become a "quasi-welfare industry." 

In response to a question from Senator William 
Proxmire (D-Wis.), Rule said he considered Nixon's 
appointment of Roy Ash to head the Office of 
Management and Budget a "mistake." He said 
further that he considered Ash's acceptance of the 
post "a worse mistake." 

Ash is a former president of Litton Industries 
Inc., shipbuilders for the Navy. Litton is current
ly in a dispute with the government over two 
contracts. The source of the dispute is a practice 
Rule referred to in his testimony as "buying in." 
That is, weapons manufacturers cut the size of 
their initial bids for government jobs to win a 
contract in competitive bidding. Then later, when 
the corporation runs out of money, it asks for 
more to finish the job. 

Rule also mentioned the Grumman Corporation 
in his discussion of buying in. Grumman cut its 
bid by $500-million to get the F-14 fighter plane 
contract in 1969. It has refused to build 48 planes 
requested by the Navy under the contract until 
it gets $500-million more than it bid. Rule called 
this "the most flagrant buy-in I've seen." 

Rule wants the imperialist government to use 

its money more efficiently to obtain the weapons 
it needs to maintain its world domination. That 
is also the concern of Proxmire and other con
gressional officials who have spoken out against 
the_demotion given to Rule for his testimony. 

Three years ago, a deputy assistant secretary 
in the Air Force who made similar criticisms of 
cost overruns in Lockheed's production of trans
port planes got sent to Thailand to check out 
bowling alleys. When A. Ernest Fitzgerald found 
cost overruns in the bowling alley job, he was 
fired altogether. 

It is obvious that men like Fitzgerald and Rule 
are perfectly loyal to the U.S. government and 
the capitalist system. They see the wasteful pork
barreling that goes on in the name of "defense" 
as a liability for imperialism. It is a measure 
of how vital the top imperialists view this gravy 
train to be that they slap down loyal servants 
with such viciousness. 

Rule, who is on leave while he decides what 
to do,. was ungraciously told to "go through chan
nels" when he tried to protest personally to Navy 
Secretary John Warner against his transfer 
Dec. 27. 



-De Beauvoir ,~pock among endorsers 

lnt'l Abortion Tribunal gains new support 
By HELEN SCHIFF 
NEW YORK- On the weekend of 
March 9-11, women and men from 
all over the U. S. and from other parts 
of the world will gather at Town Hall 
in New York City for a historic event: 
the International Abortion Tribunal. 

Since 1910, when M~uch 8 was first 
designated International Women's 
Day, this date has been one of soli
darity with the worldwide struggle of 
women for their liberation. Today one 
of the central struggles of the inter
national women's liberation movement 
is for the right of women to control 
their own reproductive lives. 

Author Simone de Beauvoir has 
agreed to serve as honorary chair
woman of the Tribunal, which was 
called last July by the Women's Na
tional Abortion Action Coalition 
(WONAAC). Other endorsers of the 
event include Gloria Steinem, editor 
of Ms. magazine; Dr. Benjamin Spack; 
Beulah Sanders, president of the Na
tional Welfare Rights Organization; 
Congresswoman Bella Abzug; Mary 
Lindsay; and TV commentator Bar
b-ara Walters. 

Through the personal testimony of 

Simone de Beauvoir 

women, and through the evidence le
gal and medical experts present, the 
Tribunal will give a voice to the un
heard millions of women around the 
world who suffer from laws denying 
them the right to control their own 
bodies. 

The Tribunal will focus attention 
on the struggle to defend the liberal
ized abortion law in New York. This 
law, which has enabled 400,000 wom
en from all over the U.S. to get legal 
abortions in the last two years, is un
der heavy attack from anti-abortion 
forces and the Catholic Church hier
archy. 

These reactionary so-called right-to
life forces are already beginning to 
organize a campaign larger than the 
one they carried out in Michigan, 
where a referendum to liberalize the 
state's abortion law was defeated Nov. 
7. 

Fourteen New York state legislators 
have submitted a bill to outlaw all 
abortions except those to save the life 
of a pregnant woman. The current 
law allows legal abortion up through 
the twenty-fourth week of pregnancy:. 

In response to this attack on the 

Dr. Benjamin Spock'' 

New York law, WONAAC is joining 
with other forces to hold a news con
ference in New York City on Jan. 
11. Among the individuals who have 
already agreed to speak at the con
ference are Gloria Steinem, Kate Mil
lett, and Eleanor Holmes Norton, New 
York City human rights commis
sioner. 

WONAAC is also organizing women 
to testify at the Jan. 30 legislative 
hearings on abortion to be .held in 
Albany. 

As part of the counteroffensive to 
defend the right to abortion in New 
York, the Saturday night session of 
the Tribunal will be a special rally 
in Support of the New York law. The 
evening will feature prominent indi" 
viduals and entertainers. 

In addition to testimony o~ the New 
York abortion law, the International 
Tribunal Committee of WONAAC is 
collecting testimony on the status of 
the abortion fight in other states and 
is also seeking the testimony of wom
en from other countries, including for
eign students studying here in the U. S. 
Recent struggles in France, Italy, and 
Germany for the right to abortion 
emphasize the importance of the Tri
bunal's international aspect. 

In just two weeks more than 150 
individuals and organizations have 
endorsed the Tribunal. These include 
writers Anais Nin, Kate Millett, and 
Alix Kates Shulman; Dr. Alan Gutt
macher, president of Planned Parent
hood Federation; antiwar leader Ruth 
Gage-Colby; Patricia Burnett, member 
of the national board of the National 
Organization for Women (NOW) and 
the Michigan Women's Commission; 
Linda Jenness, Socialist Workers Par
ty; and Amy Swerdlow of Women 
Strike for Peace. 

Defending the right to abortion 

Also, Ti-Grace Atkinson; attorney 
Brenda Feigen-Fasteau; Elinor Gug
genheimer; Josephine Hulett of the 
National Committee of Household 
Employees; attorney Florynce Kenne
dy; Dr. Edgar Keemer; Eleanor 
Holmes Norton; and Ralph Schoen
man. 

Some of the organizations that have 
pledged support to the Tribunal are 
the American Civil Liberties Union; 
the National Lawyers Guild; the 
Fourth National British Women's 
Liberation Conference; the Women's 
Political Caucus in Monroe County, 
N.Y., and in Cuyahoga County, Ohio; 
and NOW chapters in Santa Cruz, 
Calif., and Essex Courity, N.J. 

Also Physicians Forum of New 
York, New York Zero Population 
Growth, New York City Coalitionfor 
a Free Choice, Cleveland Gay Acti
vists Alliance, the Feminist Party, and 
many campus and city-wide women's 
liberation groups around the country. 

Trade unionists who have supported 
the Tribunal include Auda Romaine, 
executive board, Meat Cutters and 
Butcher Workmen, Local 427 in 
Cleveland; Mary J.ane Nolan, Wom
en's Rights Committee, Local1746 of 
the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME); Anne Draper of the Amal
gamated Clothing Workers; and 
Blanche Hunter, Cleaners and Dyers 
Joint Board in New York. 

The executive board of Local 371 
of the Social Service Employees Union 
in New York, which has more than 
12,000 members, has voted unani
mously to help defend the New York 
law. Its.. newspaper, The Unionis~ 

ran an article on the New York abor
tion fight in its Dec. 22 issue, urging 

.union members to attend the Tribunal. 

Is adoption substitute for abortion right? 
By ANDREA MORELL 
Anti-abortion groups frequently pro
pose adoption as an "alternative" to 
legalization of abortion. Writing in 
the Los Angeles Times last summer, 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver aKgues for 
this view. Citing her "belief in life," 
she says, in essence, that a woman 
should be forced to continue an un
wanted pregnancy to term and then 
give up the child for adoption if she 
does not wish to raise the child. 

Shriver contends that not only is 
adoption morally superior to abor
tion but that there is a social basis 
for it as well. There are, she claims, 
too few adoptive children to satisfy 
the demand for them. "In the adoption 
agencies of every state," she writes, 
"the same pitiful story is told, day 
after day, to hundreds of heart-strick
en prospective parents: 'We have no 
baby for you.'" 

Shriver assures the "thousands of 
young women who find themselves 
facing an unplanned pregnancy . . . 
that the life they are bearing is .not 
unwanted." Rather, she says, "itisdeep
ly wanted by a family that can't have 
children of its own." 

This is a truly remarkable propos
al. Here are women- thousands by 
Shriver's own admission-who do not 
want to bear children but who are 
asked to do so anyway in order to 
give them to women who don't have 
any. As if bearing a child and giving 
it up were as simple as giving an 
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extra pair of shoes to charity in order 
to shod the needy! This callous en
dorsement of the concept of women 
as baby breeders and babies as com
modities is no solution to the tragedy 
of the unwillingly childless. 

Of course women should have the 
freedom to continue an unwanted 
pregnancy to term and give the child 
up for adoption if they want to, and 
in fact women already have this right. 
Shriver, however, wants to make this 
the only alternative open to women, 
by keeping abortion illegal. The abor

.. tion rights movement is fighting for 
the right of women to choose abortion 
as another solution to unwanted preg
nancy. 

Eunice Shriver's proposal is cruelest 
of all, perhaps, to the children. Is 
there really a "shortage" of homeless 
children, as she would have us be
lieve? Not at all. Two years ago New 
York Post feature writer Jack Rob
bins reported that "of the 50,000 chil
dren in the care of the State of New 
York fewer than 10,000 have any 
real chance of finding a permanent 
home." And why is that? Robbins ex
plains, "The others are too old, too 
crippled, too black, and no one wants 
them." 

New York state is not exceptional. 
An article in the Dec. 7, 1970, New 
York Times noted: "Although no na
tional statistics are available, the ... 
Child Welfare League of America re
ports that ... adoption agencies have 

been reporting fewer Caucasian in
fants available .... At the same time, 
both public and private agencies re
port a continuiqg problem with plac
ing older children, black children and 
children with .handicaps .... " (Em
phasis added.) 

In other words, the overwhelming 
majority of "adoptive" children aren't 
going to be adopted at all! And Black, 
Chicano, Puerto Rican, and Indian 
babies are the victims of racism while 
still in their cribs. The average home
less child is not on his or her way 
to a "loving family" as sketched in 
rosy terms by Eunice Shriver, but 
rather to a series of foster homes or 
public institutions, where rejection and 
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neglect are the norm. 
The criminal neglect of children 

stands as an indictment of the cap
italist social system. In this society 
children depend on their families for 
their welfare, and if they have no 
family to care for them, they are so
cial misfits, an unwelcome burden on 
society. In addition, so-called illegit
imate children are stigmatized by this 
society for life. 

Under a socialist system therewould 
be no such thing as socially rejected 
children or "illegitimate" children. All 
children will be assured the best care 
society can provide, whatever the in-
come level of their parents. ; 

Continued on page 22 
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An answer to the Guardian on Vietnam 
What's wrong with 'sign now'? 
By BARRY SHEPPARD 
The Guardian newspaper, in its Dec. 
27 and Jan. 3 editions, has come out 
for united antiwar demonstrations 
against Nixon's new escalation of the 
war. This is a welcome development 
and will help make possible broad 
support for the Jan. 20 protest dem
onstrations. 

The Guardian recognizes that there 
have been sharp differences in the anti
war movement, with the National 
Peace Action Coalition maintaining its 
"Out Now" position and the People's 
Coalition for Peace and Justice calling 
on Nixon to "Sign Now" the nine
point proposed accord made public 
by Hanoi in October. The Guardian 
suggests that "unity" could be achieved 
by making both of these demands 
the official demands of current anti
war actions. 
· There are serious political differ

ences in the antiwar movement, and 
at the same time there is a burning 
need for united action. The way to 
achieve . the greatest unity in action 
is not for one position to be imposed 
upon the entire movement, or for all 

. forces involved to say they support 
each other's positions (when, in fact, 
they don't). The only basis for united 
action is to agree that all forces in
volved can put forward their own slo
gans and demands, while at the same 
time agreeing . to march together 
against the war. 

Such a united front, or nonexclu
sion, approach in the current situation 
can mobilize the greatest numbers in 
opposition to Washington's aggres
sion. This is the most important task 
facing the antiwar movement, and the 
discussion over which slogan is cor
rect should proceed in this context. 
Such a discussion will help raise the 
level of political understanding of the 
participants and bring about greater 
political clarity on a very important 
question. 

The Guardian editors, who support 
the "Sign Now" demand, take the So
cialist Workers Party and NPAC to 
task for maintaining their position of 
demanding immediate, total, and un
copditional withdrawal of all U. S. 
forces from Southeast Asia. The So
cialist Workers Party, they write in 
the Dec. 27 issue, "must be criticized 
for its 'left' opportunist opposition to 
the demand that Nixon sign the Oc
tober accords .... " The Guardian ed
itors add that they "assume those who 
have· been taken in by the SWP' s prop
aganda are having second thoughts 
in view of Nixon's latest moves." 

In discussing this dispute we should 
first examine the question of principle 
and then see how this relates to "Nix
on's latest moves." 

The principle involved is the right 
of the Vietnamese to self-determina
tion. The current struggle in South 
Vietnam has its roots in a civil war 
between fundamentally opposed class 
forces. On the one side are the workers 
and peasants, and on the other are 
the landlords, the capitalists, and their 
regime centered in Saigon. 

Fundamental questions are involved 
in this struggle, including land reform, 
democracy, and economic develop~ 
ment. To win their elementary de
mands, the Vietnamese workers and 
peasants will have to break the rule 
of the landlords and capitalists, es
tablish a government under their own 
control, take Vietnam out of the or
bit of imperialism, and begin the tasks 
of socialist construction. 

The U. S. imperialists intervened 
massively in this civil war when it 
became apparent that the Saigon re
gime was in danger of imminent col
lapse. 

Revolutionary socialists, Leninists, 
which the Guardian editors claim to 
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be, have always stood on the side 
of countries dominated directly or in
directly by imperialism, in their strug
gles to free themselves from such dom
ination. Leninists have seen such 
struggles as an integral part of the 
world revolution against capitalism 
and .for socialism. 

In Vietnam today, it is clear that 
the social revolution is so deep that 
without U. S. intervention the Saigon 
regime· would be swept away by the 
upsurge of the workers and peasants. 

The demand that the U. S. get out 
of Southeast Asia immediately and 
without conditions and allow the Viet
namese to determine their own future 
is in consonance with the principle 

ists the right to a say-so on what 
that future will be. 

The importance of this can be seen 
in the nine points themselves. Some 
should be supported as far as they 
go, such as the provision for stopping 
the combing and withdrawing the re
maining U.S. troops from South Viet
nam. The demand for "U.S. Out Now" 
encompasses these points. 

But other parts of the nine-point 
settlement should not be supported by 
the antiwar movement. Under the 
nine-point accord, Washington's bomb
ers and troops would remain off the 
Vietnamese coast and in bases in 
Thailand, poised to intervene again 
if Washington so orders. 

Militant/Barry Sheppard 

The Saigon military dictatorship rules without popular support. The nine-point prop~sal · 
recognizes the rule of this regime in much of Vietnam. 

that the U. S. has no right to inter
vene in Vietnllm. It is the key demand 
for revolutionists inside the U.S. to 
raise in defense of the Vietnamese rev
olution. 

At the same time, since it is not in 
the interests of the American workers 
to support imperialism's aims in Viet
nam, the "Out Now" demand helps 
educate broad tnasses on the'principle 
that the U.S. should not be interven
ing in Vietnam or anywh{!re else
and helps mobilize them in action 
against that intervention. 

The antiwar movement here should 
not support demands or slogans that 
imply or state that ·washington has 
any right to determine the future of 
Vietnam. Unfortunately, the demand 
that Washington sign the nine points 
does just that. 

The Vietnamese, of course, have the 
right to negotiate with the imperialist 
bandits who are conducting a geno
cidal war in their country. 

But if the American antiwar move
ment were to call on Nixon to sign 
the accords negotiated with the Viet
namese, then we would be saying that 
the U.S. has the right to conduct such 
negotiations. Since the subject of the 
negotiations is the future of Vietnam, 
this would implicitly give the imperial-

The importance of this condition has 
been emphasized by the recent mur
derous assault on North Vietnam. 

A key condition imposed upon the 
Vietnamese by the proposed accord 
would be the maintenance of the Sai
gon regime and its control over the 
areas it now holds, which includes 
the major cities. In September, a Ha
noi spokesman explained the danger 
in any sueh agreement: 

"First," he said, "Mr. Nixon will be 
able to present himself to the US elec
torate as having made peace, and, 
what is no less important, the Sai
gon regime can appear as the legal 
government of the country, all attempt 
to overthrow it being now a violation 
of the agreements signed, which might 
set in motion a terrible mechanism 
of reprisals." (The full text of this 
statement was published in the Dec. 1, 
1972, Militant.) 

Most supporters of the "Sign Now" 
demand, of course, would not say 
that they are for the right of the U. S. 
to keep its bombers and· troops in 
position to attack Vietnam, or for the 
maintenance of the Saigon regime's 
control of the cities, or for U. S. bases 
being turned over to Saigon instead 
of being dismantled. 

But that's just what "Sign Now" im-

plies. 
The "Sign Now" demand politically 

handicaps the antiwar movement, 
blinding its supporters to the urgent 
need to oppose having such conditions 
forced on the Vietnamese. 

Let's turn now to Nixon's latest 
moves. Do they show that the SWP 
has been "left opportunist," as the 
Guardian claims, in insisting that the 
principle of self-determination is cru
cial? 

On their face, the nine points rec
ognize two administrations and two 
armies in South Vietnam after a cease
fire. These tw.o sides would then sup
posedly negotiate and set up a tri
partite body consisting of representa
tives of the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government, the Saigon regime, and 
"neutralists." 

This tripartite body, which would 
operate by consensus, would then or
ganize elections to decide the political 
future of South Vietnam. But the fun
damental fact would be the existence 
of the two armies and two govern
ments. 

These two armies and governments 
represent two completely opposed 
class forces. Such a situation would 
not be "peaceful." 

On the question of which class is 
to rule there can be no compromise. 
One side or the other would have 
to eventually dominate the country, 
and that could be decided only 
through a struggle for power. It could 
not be decided by elections or through 
negotiations. The situation dictated by 
the nine points would be inherently 
unstable, with the outcome determined 
by the relationship of forces and the 
intentions of both sides. 

Behind the position of many in the 
antiwar movement who support the 
"Sign Now" demand is the belief that 
the U.S. would agree, in fact if not 
in words, to leave Vietnam if it were 
to sign the October accords. 

Just after the announcement of the 
nine points by Hanoi, the Guardian 
carried an article on the proposed 
accords entitled "Vietnam victory fore
seen." This article said that the nine 
points represented a "triumph for the 
liberation forces," and that the con
ditions contained in them, especially 
the "consent of the PRG to an interim 
existence of the puppet administration, 
contrary to its announced aims prior 
to the drawing up of the present peace 
agreement," were merely window 
dressing- a face-saving formula for 
the U. S. to withdraw from the con
flict. 

If this were actually the case, we 
could expect that the Saigon regime 
would not last long. But the condi
tions contained in the nine points 
themselves and the subsequent actions 
of ~e Nixon administration have 
made it clear this is not the case at 
all. 

Just after Hanoi announced the nine 
points, Washington carried out one 
of the most massive airlifts in history 
to bolster the Saigon regime's mili
tary capacity. The Saigon air force 
was transformed overnight into the 
third largest in the world. Plans were 
laid to replace U.S. troops in Viet
nam with thousands of "civilian ad
visers." 

Nixon pressed for clearer languag 
in the accord that would give even 
greater legitimacy to the Saigon re
gime, reduce or eliminate the PRG's 
claim to legitimacy, and make it "il
legal" for troops from the North to 
remain in the South. 

Then Nixon brutally underlined the 
meaning of keeping the bombers in 
Thailand and Guam and in carriers 
off the coast of Vietnam. The recent 
terror bombing threatens North Viet-

Continued on page 22 



Final taiiY._gi.ves Jenness 68,226 votes 

Returns show unfair handling of SWP vote. 
By JUDY UHL 
More than a quarter of a million rad
ical votes were cast in the 1972 pres
idential elections, according to the vote 
totals for the Socialist Workers, Com
munist, Socialist Labor, and People's 
Party candidates. This total is an in
crease over _1968, when approximate
ly 178,000 votes were tabulated for 
the parties to the left of the Demo
era ts and Republicans. 

A total of 68,226 votes were record
ed for the Socialist Workers Party 
presidential candidates or for pres
idential electors pledged to the SWP 
ticket. This was higher than the total 
the candidates of the Socialist Labor 
Party or the Communist Party re
ceived. 

Of course, not all the votes cast 
for the candidates of smaller parties 
are counted. In some cases the votes 
are simply "losf' by, election officials. 
Other .states discard write-in votes for 
president because their undemocratic 
election laws do not permit such votes. 
And, in the case of the Socialist Work
ers tally, the hostility of state officials 
in Ohio and in Arizona is preventing 
the SWP vote from being included in 
the "official" results. 

In Arizona, Secretary of State Wes
ley Bolin has ruled that the votes 
cast for candidates listed on the ballot 
as "Socialist Workers" presidential elec
tors could not be counted as votes 
for Linda Jenness and Andrew Pul
ley. He argues that since Jenness and 
Pulley were not listed on the ballot 
with the electors, there was no pres
idential candidate to whom the elec
tors' votes could be credited. 

Bolin failed to mention that he him
self had ordered the listing of the elec
tors without Jenness and Pulley, on 

Andrew Pulley (r), SWP vice-presidential 
candidate, and Benjamin Spock of the Peo
ple's Party answer reporters' questions 
while campaigning at Fort Dix, N.J., Army 
base. The SWP joined with the People's 
Party and Communist Party in challeng
ing undemocratic election procedures in 
a number of states. 

the flimsy grounds that the SWP was 
not a recognized party in Arizona 
and thus the SWP presidential ticket 
could not be recognized! Several states 
list only the names of the presidential 
electors. 

The Arizona vote was muddied by 
the slipshod handling of the ballots 
in Tucson's Pima County. According 
to press reports, election officials 
claimed that ballot instructions were 
unclear and that thousands of people 
had cast votes for either a Democrat 
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or Republican presidential elector 
slate, and also for the Socialist Work
ers electors. In their biased version 
of what happened, the officials implied 
that all the votes recorded for the 
SWP in Pima County were simply a 
mistake on the part of voters who 
had intended to vote for either of the 
two major party candidates. 

The Associated Press, in its com
pilation of the vote results, listed no 
votes for the SWP in Arizona. United 
Press International, on the other hand, 
counted the officially recorded 30,945 
Arizona votes for the SWP in its na
tionwide round-up. 

The Militant has listed 1,915 votes, 
or the total vote cast for the Socialist 
Workers candidates outside Pima 
County. There is no way to determine 
how many socialist votes were delib
erately cast in Tucson, one of the 
largest cities in the state. 

The SWP is considering legal ac
tion against the state of Arizona for 
their handling of the socialist vote. 

The Militant has not listed any votes 
for the SWP in Ohio, where the SWP 
ticket was ruled off the ballot because 
Linda Jenness was "too young" to run 
for president. 

But by the time the courts decided 
the case against Jenness, many coun
ties had already printed ballots with 
her name on them. Since some coun
ties did not remove the SWP candi
date from the ballots, thousands of 
voters cast their votes for the social
ist alternative. 

'_I'he day after the election, the Cleve
land Plain Dealer reported that 9, 773 
votes were recorded for Jenness and 
Pulley in Cuyahoga County. To our 
knowledge, however, these figures are 
the only ones that were publicly re
ported. 

Impressive vote totals for the SWP 
came from the states of Texas, Mis
sissippi, and Louisiana. This was the 
first time the SWP had qualified for 
ballot status in these states. 

Previous vote totals for SWP presi
dential tickets were as follows: 1948-
13,613; 1952-10,306; 1956-7,987; 
1960-39,541; 1964-32,705; 1968 
-41,389. 

For the first time in 32 years, the 
Communist Party sought ballot status 
in a large number of states for its 
national ticket. While the CP was un
successful in achieving a place on the 
ballot in many states due to the dif
ficulty of meeting the restrictive elec
tion laws, its candidates were officially 
listed in 13 states and the District 
of Columbia. In 1968, the CP was 
on only two state ballots and got 
1,175 votes. In 1972, the official count 
for Gus Hall and Jarvis Tyner, the 
CP candidates, was 25,595. 

This was far below the predictions 
of Gus Hall, who stated several times 
during his campaign that he would 
be satisfied if his vote were higher 
than that of the other left parties. The 
CP finished last among the radical 
parties in every state except Wiscon
sin, where the CP vote was higher 
than that of the SWP, and New York 
and Iowa, where the CP outpolled the 
SLP but not the SWP. 

The People's Party, a loose, hetero
geneous coalition of state groups, ran 
Benjamin Spack, well-known pediatri
cian and peace activist. He tallied 78,-
801 votes. 

Spock picked up nearly 80 percent 
of his vote in California, where he 
ran on the Peace and Freedom Party 
ticket. No other radical party ap
peared in the California ballot. Cal
ifornia ballot laws are the most re
strictive in the country, and Spock 
was able to qualify only as a result 
of Peace and Freedom's automatic 
ballot spot in the state. 

THE PLAI!'i" DEALER, 

WED~ESDAY, :SOVEMBER 8, 1972 

J 
uyahoga County 

Election Results I 
PRESIDENT. CUYAHOGA COUNTY 

HICHARD M. NIXON (R)-343.122 
GEORGE S. McGOVERN (Dl-324.31:! 
.JOHN C. SCHMITZ (A!P)-9,567 ) 
LOtiiS FISHE~R !SLP)-1,562 
GllS HALL ( li-1,256 
LINDA ,JENNESS-9,773 

Militant/Charles Ostrofsky 

Robbie Scherr, Socialist Workers Party candidate for mayor of Cleveland, displays 
enlarged reproduction of Cleveland newspaper's initial report of election returns. In 
later editions Jenness's vote was listed as zero. 

The significant Spack vote was ap
;>arently due more to his personal 
reputation among the voters than to 
the strength of the People's Party. His 
campaigners were only able to muster 
enough support before the election to 
meet ballot requirements in ten states. 

In addition to the large vote for 
the SWP presidential ticket, many lo
cal candidates did very well. In Mas
sachusetts, SWP senatorial candidate 
Don Gurewitz captured 41,369 votes, 
or 2 percent of the total vote for sen
ator. 

In Texas, SWP candidates running 
against Democrats, with no Republi
can opponents, polled as many as 
90,000 votes. Alice Conner, running 
on the SWP ticket for U. S. Senate 
in a special Georgia election, polled 
1 percent of the vote, according to 

the Atlanta Constitution. And in Min
neapolis, Bill Peterson, SWP candidate 
for U.S. Congress from the 5th C. D., 
won 4,071 votes, 2.2 percent of the 
total. 

Twenty-three states had no radical 
presidential candidates on the ballot. 
In eleven more states, only one rad
ical party managed to qualify. These 
statistics point to the need to continue 
an all-out fight against the ·unconsti
tutional and restrictive ballot laws that 
exist throughout the country. 

The Committee for Democratic Elec
tion Laws ( CoDEL), which was or
ganized during the 1972 campaign, 
will be continuing ·to work for fair 
elections, and should be supported by 
all those who favor breaking the two
party monopoly on elections in this 
country. 

Vote returns of radical parties 
Arizona 
California 
Colorado 
D.C. 
Idaho 

CP-Hall 

373* 
432 
252 

4,541 

SLP-Fisher 

197* 
4,361 

12,344 

SWP-Jenness 
1,915 
574* 

666 
316 
397 

PP-Spock 

55,167 
2,403 

903 
Illinois 
Indiana 1,688 5,575 

488 
685 

14,398 
10,600 

1,603 

4,544' 
Iowa 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Dakota 
Texas 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
Wisconsin 
TOTALS 

272 
464 

46* 
1,210 

662 

1,263 

5,641 
87 

6,437 
2,686 

566 
663 

25,595 

195 

129* 
2,437 
4,261 

4,544 

4,530 

7,107 

9,918 
1,102 

998 
53,811 

940 
2,458 

368 
2,233 

474 
7,797 

288 

4,639 
729 
994 

8,664 
296 

623 
506 

68,226 

1,118 

101* 

2,855 

5,355 

1,010 

2,644 
2,701 

78,801 

*denotes an official write-in vote. These are the only official write-in 
votes received to date. 
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Soviet dissident questions report of Y akir betrayal 
By Marilyn Vogt 

Appearing on this page is the first 
direct response from activists in the 
Soviet opposition movement to the 
rumors widely published in the world 
press early in December that Pyotr 
Yakir, prominent Soviet dissident 
Communist, had recanted. 

This statement, issued by Yuri 
Shtein, a member of the Initiative 

. Group in Defense of Human Rights 
in the USSR, clearly contradicts basic 
aspects of the rumor and raises serious 
doubts about its truth. 

Yakir, who was instrumental in the 
formation in May 1969 of the Initiative 
Group in Defense of Human Rights in 
the USSR, has undergone five months 
of in terro ga tion in the notorious 
Lefortovo prison in Moscow. He was 
arrested on June 21 and was re
reportedly facing trial under Article 
70 of the Russian Criminal Code 
("anti-Soviet agitation and propagan
da"). 

During the first week of December, 
Moscow correspondents for major 
Western newspapers and wire services 
reported that Yakir had renounced his 
activities against the Soviet bureau
cracy's suppression of democratic 
rights and called for the dissolution 
of the democratic opposition move
ment. (See The Militan~ December29.) 

The reports that Yakir had recanted 
spoke of twenty-five people being 
called in for questioning by the KGB 
(secret police) as a result of Yakir's 

.. - ---
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"cooperation with Soviet authorities." 
Some of these people had allegedly met 
with Yakir in officially supervised 
"Confrontations," during which Yakir 
had supposedly "confessed his errors 
of the past and acknowledged his 
guilt." 

Yakir's daughter, Irina, also an 
activist in the democratic opposition 
movement, supposedly reported simi
lar statements by Yakir to her family 
after a visit with Yakir in prison. 

One report stated that Yakir had 
confessed to being an editor of the 
Chronicle of Current Events, a samiz
dat journal that has appeared bi
monthly since 1968, reporting the ac
tivities of the democratic opposition 
movement and the arrests and trials 
of dissidents. The Kremlin bureaucrats 
have sought to crush the Chronicle in 
a year-long campaign of repression 
and intimidation, an effort that has 
been juridically dressed up as "Case 
No. 24" of the Moscow Court. 

Yakir, the reports asserted, would be 
presented as a key witness in a "show 
trial" being planned by the Kremlin. 
His public "confessions" would sup-. 
posedly implicate a large number of 
other dissidents in "anti-Sovief' ac
tivities. 

Yuri Shtein, who has worked closely 
with Yakir, is now in New York. In 
the Soviet Union Shtein had been a 
director of documentary films, but lost 
his job after protesting the Soviet in
vasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968. In 
early 1972 he was one of several 
dissidents who were offered a choice 

' 

another Soviet civil rights advocate, Victor Krasin, in in 

of prison or exile by the KGB. Shtein 
left the Soviet Union in March and 
since then has issued statements of 
protest against the Kremlin's intensi
fying campaign of repression. 

Some background information on 
persons mentioned in Shtein's state-

mentis necessary. 
He spoke with Zinaida Grigorenko, 

whose husband, former Major-General 
Pyotr Grigorenko, was a close 
associate of Yakir and, like Yakir, was 
a dissident Communist. Although com-

Continued on following page 

In defense of Pyotr Yakir 
[The following statement, entitled 

"In Defense of Yakir," was issued 
by Yuri Shtein, a member of the 
Initiative Group in Defense of Hu
man Rights in the USSR. It was 
published in a New York Russian
language newspaper, Novoye 
Russkoye Slovo. The translation 
is by Carol Lisker.] 

The Novoye Russkoye Slovo of 
December 12 featured an extensive 
commentary on a report by the 
New York Times's Moscow cor
respondent about the well-known 
dissident Pyo tr Y akir "allegedly 
breaking down under interro
gation and divulging to the au
thorities the identity of his com
rades in struggle against the re
gime." The article appeared on the 
front page under the sensational 
banner headline "Crushing Defeat 
for Dissidents in the USSR," with 
the no less drama tic subheadings 
"Yakir Betrays Fighters for De
mocratization of the Regime," and 
"'Betrayed 25 People .. " 

Such categorical statements, 
based upon the very vague as
sumptions of the New York Times, 
prompted me to doubt the authen
ticity of the information that had 
been received. That same evening 
I tried to telephone some of the 
more well-informed and authori
tative persons in dissident circles 
in Moscow. I managed to reach 
Zinaida Mikhailovna, the wife of 
the much-victimized General Pyotr 
Grigorenko. 

In response to my question as 
to the truth regarding the terrible 
suspicions that have fallen on Ya
kir, she replied: "It is to certain 
people's advantage to circulate 
these hideous rumors. The inves
tigation is not yet over-who 
could know something like this? 
I consider these rumors to be so 
disturbing that I cannot find 
words to express it." 

In my conversation with Zinai
da Grigorenko I also learned that 
Yakir's daughter, Irina, to whom 

the correspondents have referred, 
had in fact met with her father, 
but that their conversation had 
concerned only everyday family 
matters. Irina is ill and is expect
ing a child any day. And there 
was no discussion between them 
about her father supposedly turn
ing over his friends and co-think
ers to the state security organs. 

After the conversation with Zi
naida Grigorenko I managed to 
speak with another reliable figure 
in the dissident circles, a person 
who is close to Yakir' s family. 
In my conversation with him I 
tried to ascertain the degree of 
truth in the correspondents' re
ports that Yakir had betrayed his 
friends and that twenty-five people 
had been called in for questioning, 
as well as their reports about the 
origins of the gossip and rumors 
that had served as a source for 
this information. 

It turns out that not twenty-five 
people but only three were sum
moned for questioning: Yakir' s 
daughter, Irina; Elena Kosterina, 
and Andrei Dubrov. Moreover, it 
is definitely established that Ya
kir's daughter met with Yakir, and 
presumably Dubrov did also. 
Kosterina did not see him. 

Rumors about Yakir's conduct 
during the investigation may have 
come from Dubrov, who has been 
behaving in a somewhat strange 
manner. Dubrov has found him
self in a tangled situation: On the 
eve of his departure for Israel, 
his visa was suddenly revoked; 
he was placed in a psychiatric 
hospital; and there were threats 
that a criminal case would be 
started against him. Then, just as 
suddenly, he was let out of the 
hospital. 

In the light of all this I don't 
quite understand how the Western 
correspondents in Moscow could 
present their information in such 
a sensational manner. 
Yuri Shtein 
Initiative Group in Defense of Hu
man Rights in the USSR 



World Outlook 

Argentina: Development of a 

revolutionary socialist movement 
[The following interview with Juan 

Carlos Coral was obtained for The 
Militant earlier this year. We are run
ning it for the information of our 
readers because of the increased in
terest in Argentine politics accompany
ing the return of former president Juan 
Peron to Argentina. Coral is a central 
leader of the Argentine Socialist Work
ers Party (formerly called the Argen
tine Socialist Party- PSA). 

[Last spring the PSA was able to 
register 33,000 people as members 
to satisfy government conditions for 
participation as a legal party in the 
elections scheduled for March 1973. 
The PSA called on other working
class and socialist groups in Argen
tina to join in its election campaign as 
a Workers and Socialist Pole in op
position to all procapitalist candidates 
in the elections.] 

Q: Why is the Argentine military gov
ernment planning to hold elections 
next year? 

A: The elections are a maneuver by 
the capitalist class to maintain the 
status quo. In Argentina the bourgeoi
sie swings like a pendulum between 
concessions and repression. When 
"representative" democracy is not ef
fective in controlling the mass move
ment, the armed forces enter the scene 
to make the necessary correctives to 
maintain the rule of the capitalists. 

But sometimes violent repression 
does not work; the ruling class is 
unable to control the workers move
ment or suppress it. Then they turn 
to their other alternative, which is to 
offer elections as a legal safety valve 
to try to placate the masses for a 
time, until the rulers decide once again 
to make a military coup. 

We are witnessing this oscillation 
of the capitalist class today. Despite 
its procapitalist, Peronist leadership, 
the workers movement has reached 
such levels that it tends to break out 
of the control of the union bureau
cracy, a bureaucracy that attempts 
to restrain the masses and that is 
integrated with the state apparatus. 

... Y akir 
Continued from preceding page 

pletely sane, Grigorenko has been con
fined for more than three years in a 
Soviet psychiatric hospital-prison be
cause of his activities in defense of 
democracy in the Soviet Union. 

Elena Kosterina is the daughter of 
Aleksei Kosterin, a longtime Bolshevik 
who was an active antibureaucratic 
fighter from the time he was freed 
from Stalin's camps in the mid 1950s 
until his death in 1968. Kosterina 
has signed many of the protest state-

Under these conditions the capitalist 
class has found it appropriate to open 
the safety valves. That's all. 

When [Arturo] Illia was president 
[from 1963-1966], the capitalist class 
feared the Peronist movement would 
sweep the next elections. Despite the 
bourgeois nature of the Peronist move
ment and the bureaucratic nature of 
its leadership, the rulers feared that 
under the impact of a Peronist elec
toral victory, the pro-Peronist mass 
movement might develop a dynamic 
that would get out of their control. 
So they decided in favor of a coup 
and [Juan Carlos] Ongania came to 
power. 

But with the new rise in workers 
struggles, as represented by the Cor
dobazo [a massive workers upnsmg 
in Cordoba in 1969], the ruling class 
began to look toward a return to 
an electoral course. Ongania was 
thrown out and Levingston came in, 
who in turn was thrown out by La
nusse. 

Lanusse suddenly appeared to be 
for democracy- as though the armed 
forces had been converted overnight 
to democratic ideals. Now all the pol
iticians-who had nothing to say 
about the military dictatorship while 
the ruling class favored it-join with 
the army in what they call the "Hour 
of the People." And there you will find 
the Peronists and the Radicals, the 
two major civilian forces calling for 
a democratic solution. 

Q: Does the ruling class still fear an 
electoral victory of the Peronists? 

A: Under the impact of the working
class advance, which is breaking out 
of the control of the bureaucracy, the 
rulers can no longer afford rifts with
in their own ranks. Thus they seek 
to close ranks for the electoral ma
neuver. All the so-called progressive 
wings of the capitalist class- the so
called nationalist wings- disappear in 
the hour of crisis. 

Peron is the key to the electoral 
solution for the capitalist class because 
he is the last bourgeois figure with 

ments of the democratic movement in 
recent years. For her actions she was 
expelled from the Soviet Communist 
Party in May 1972 and lost her job. 
In June 1972 her home was searched 
in connection with Case No. 24 . 

Andrei Dubrov, 22 years old, was 
one of the fifty-one signers of an 
appeal in defense of Yakir submitted 
in June to the Politburo of the Soviet 
Communist Party. One June 30, Du
brov sent his own appeal on Yakir's 
behalf to the Supreme Soviet of the 
Soviet Union, to the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights, and 
to the editor of the London 'Il"mes. 

Dubrov's home was also searched 
in May 1972 in connection with Case 
No. 24. He was taken in for ques
tioning at that time. In late October, 
just a few days after he had been given 

popular support among the workers. 
Their goal is to use Peron's popular
ity as a brake on the masses. 

But the mass movement makes it 
difficult for Peron to come to an agree
ment with Lanusse and still maintain 
his popularity. We are bound to see 
oscillations in Peron's position and 
a growing crisis among his followers. 

Q: What is the position of the Com
munist Party? 

A: The traditional land owners; the 
Radicals-of-the-People, with their base 
in the middle class; the Frondizists, 
representing modern sectors of the 
capitalist class and of foreign monop
olies that are penetrating our country; 
and the Peronists- all these sectors 
are united. The opportunist left, the 
Communist Party, through the Na
tional Encounter of Argentines [En
cuentro Nacional de los Argentinos
ENA], has officially declared that the 
solution is to join in the Civic Front 
with the ruling class. 

The CP wishes to create a popular 
front through the ENA but they have 
only united with a handful of "leaders" 
of bourgeois parties. 

Except for the front of the bour
geoisie with the opportunists and re
formists of the left, there is nothing 
else besides the front we in the PSA 
propose- the Socialist Pole- to com
bat them. 

Q: What is the Socialist Pole? 

A: I believe the Socialist Pole is the 
correct response to the present situa
tion. Class lines are becoming clear. 
On the one hand, the capitalist class 
is uniting, and on the other hand, 
the workers, through the Socialist 
Pole, are confronting them. 

As I pointed out, the rank-and-file 
workers are questioning the Peronist 
trade-union bureaucracy. Now they 
are beginning to question Peron, as 
they see he is acting as an instrument 
of the armed forces and the capitalist 
class in general. This is creating a 
scattering of the Peronist workers. The 

an exit visa for Israel (he is not 
Jewish), his visa was revoked and 
he was placed in a mental hospital. 
After threatening to press criminal 
charges against him, the authorities 
finally released him. Dubrov himself 
has issued no statement in his own 
name telling what transpired during 
his meeting with Yakir in prison, if 
he had one at all. 

The information in Shtein's state
ment raises several important ques
tions regarding the source of this 
rumor about Yakir. The Moscow 
correspondents who transmitted it 
around the world cited their sources 
as "reliable circles." One correspondent 
stated that the information was "cir
culating among dissident groups" in 
Moscow. Did these correspondents 
attempt to verify the information be-
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Socialist Pole can begin to politically 
regroup those on the left who seek 
a class-struggle alternative. 

In the recent period we have seen 
a growth of the left. There are many 
individuals who are beginning to sup
port a class-struggle line and who 
are not affiliated to any organization. 

The Argentine Socialist Party went 
through a series of splits, internal re
bellions, and frustrating experiences, 
and has really begun anew. Today 
we have a clear line and a correct 
interpretation of the national situation. 

So we have a convergence of these 
two forces- the socialist vanguard 
and the Peronist rank and file. The 
socialists who have broken with pre
vious revisionist and opportunist func
tioning to become an organized van
guard with a clear class-struggle line, 
and the newly awakening rank and 
file of the Peronist movement, which 

Juan Carlos Coral 

has been held back by the Peronist 
bureaucracy. 

Thus the call for a Socialist Pole 
is not an artificial slogan but reflects 
the development of a new vanguard 
stemming from the masses themselves. 

Q: Is the Socialist Pole a concept strict
ly for the elections? How does it relate 
to your other activity? 

A: The objective of our utilization of 
legality is to reach broader layers 
of the working class than we could 
under conditions of illegality. This 
permits us to strengthen our organi
zation and influence in the working 
class. 

Since, as I have said, the elections 
are simply a safety valve for the cap
italist class, it follows that our present 
legality is quite precarious. It is quite 

fore making it sensational news? 
Zinaida Grigorenko's report that 

Yakir's daughter, Irina, was about to 
give birth and was not well might 
indicate that Western reporters were 
not able to contact her directly to 
verify the statements attributed to her 
in the rumor. But the role of the New 
York 'Il"mes and its Moscow corres
pondent, Hedrick Smith, in promoting 
this story has a curious aspect to it. 

Shtein told the New York-based 
Committee to Defend Soviet Political 
Prisoners that he submitted to the New 
York Times a statement containing 
the same data as the one submitted 
to and published in Novoye Russkoe 
Slovo and that the New York Times 
refused to publish it. If this is so, 
what are the Tl"me's editors' reasons? 
Are they afraid the Kremlin would 



possible that we will never have the 
elections. But if tomorrow there is a 
coup, we would be satisfied by the 
work we have been able to do in 
the past twenty days because of le
gality. Naturally we do not believe 
that legality is the path to victory. 

After the Cuban revolution a po
lemic occurred that resulted in a fun
damental division of the PSA and oth
er sectors of the left. The division was 
based on two antagonistic alterna
tives: the road of insurrection or the 
road of superficial work. After the 
Cuban revolution there was a debate 
over this in the PSA. Some members 
proposed that the party convert itself 
into a detachment of guerrillas, and 
the other sector believed in electoral 
work pure and simple. 

We came to the recognition that the 
insurrectional road and the utilization 
of legal opportunities permitted by the 
capitalist class are not two antago
nistic paths, but rather are comple
mentary. 

I say all of this in order to answer 
your question about in what sense 
we are organizing for the elections. 
It is not to build a social democratic 
party, or to go to parliament to im
prove the budget and lower the na
tional debt. 

Q: Then you do not believe it is pos
sible to take power through elections? 

A: Of course not, absolutely. In the 
early years of Marxism this was a 
truism, but today we have to reaffirm 
it as a basic position. 

Q: Who do you believe has the power, 
then, in Chile? 

A: The capitalist class. In Chile there 
has been no fundamental change; even 
the Socialists will not deny this. They 
do not really control the government 
or the parliament; they don't have 
the judicial power or the cabinet. They 
have neither the power nor the gov
ernment. 

Q: Does the PSA support the Cuban 
revolution? 

A: We have supported it since its tri
umph and up to now. 

We participated in the OLAS [Or
ganization of Latin-American Solidar
ity] conference [held in August 1967], 
but we opposed the foco theory [of 
guerrilla warfare], which was quite 
popular then. We arbrued against it 
by specifically citing the conditions 
in Argentina. 

Today we have criticisms of Cuba; 
for instance, the trip Fidel Castro took 
to Chile-which was disgraceful. Also 
the solidarity the Cubans extended to 

expel their Moscow correspondent for 
having too close contact with the Yakir 
family if he were to check with Irina 
directly? 

The New York Times has played 
a significant role in publicizing Yakir' s 
alleged recantation. In his December 
11 article, Hedrick Smith accepted the 
rumor as true and commented exten
sively on its demoralizing effect on the 
Soviet democratic movement, but gave 
no authoritative source for his 
information. Surely he owes it to his 
readers to print what Irina Yakir, 
Elena Kosterina, and Zinaida Grigor
enko have to say now on this subject. 
Or does the New York Times have 
its own reasons for downplaying the 
Soviet democratic movement and 
publicizing its "disarray"? 

As Zinaida Grigorenko implied in 

the Peruvian government has added 
an element of confusion. 

Q: What are the differences between 
the PSA(Coral) and thePSA(Selser)? 

A: To explain that I must refer back 
to the split in 1958 that resulted in 
the formation of the Social Democratic 
Party (PSD) and the Argentine So
cialist Party (PSA). The PSD was a 
classical social democratic current. We 
in the PSA favored the formation of 
a revolutionary Marxist-Leninist par-
ty. 

The PSD entered the Union Demo
cratica [Democratic Union], which in
cludes some of the most reactionary 
sectors of the oligarchy. 

But a residue of social democracy 
was left in the PSA and it was ex
pressed again in the party. This led 
to a split in 1966. The left wing, with 
the support of the youth, formally had 
a majority, but the right wing ma
neuvered to expel us. That is why 
we still contest the name Argentine 
Socialist Party. 

When the ideological struggle broke 
out inside the PSA, we first suffered 
a split of a group called Socialismo 
de Vanguardia [Vanguard Socialism]. 
That group had everything in it
pro-Chinese, pro-Moscow, national
ists, and some Peronists. One grouplet 
joined the CP and another still exists 
today as the Maoist organization. 

The last split in the PSA occurred 
when the left wing won the internal 
party elections. Social democrats car
ry out elections like the capitalist class 
does- they abide by them only if they 
win, so they can run things legally. 
If they lose, they make a coup. The 
social democrats are so bourgeoisi
fied that they copy the bourgeois elec
toral methods. We won the elections 
and were expelled forthwith. We de
manded a party congress. But then 
came the Ongania coup [in 1966], and 
we ended up with two PSAs. 

Q: When did the PSA first adopt a 
position of no support to any sector 
of the capitalist class? 

A: After the split of 1958 we held 
a convention in 1960 that decided 
against support to the na tiona! bour
geoisie and called for a Workers 
Front. There was a discussion at that 
time over whether [Arturo] Frondizi 
[president of Argentina from 1958-
1962] rep res en ted the progressive 
wing of the capitalist class. Some 
thought we should support Frondizi, 
but our call for a Workers Front ruled 
out a bloc with any sector of the cap
italist class. In 1967 we reaffirmed 
this position, and by then there was 
unanimity. D 

her statement, rumors of this sort are 
themselves a means for intimidating 
the Soviet opposition movement be
cause they deliberately revive mem
ories of the Moscow Purge Trials in the 
thirties. There is a distinct smell of 
KGB rumor mills behind the story of 
Y akir' s recantation. 

But the very fact that the story has 
been so widely publicized makes it 
easier for the KGB to go ahead and 
try to break Yakir' s will- in order to 
prove that the stories were true. Worse 
yet, they could decide to take measures 
to prevent Y akir' s ever giving his own 
account of what prompted these 
rumors. 

Energetic protests are called for de
manding that Yakir be freed im
mediately and that there be no repeti
tion of the Moscow Trials. D 
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World news notes 
Krivine debates Gaullist on French TV 

French television viewers had a rare opportunity on December 13. 
On that day the French TV, which is run by a government agency, 
the OR TF (Office de Radiodiffusion et Television Franc;aise- Office 
of French Radio and Television), presented a two-hour debate be
tween a revolutionary socialist and a Gaullist deputy. Alain Krivine, 
member of the political bureau of the Communist League and the 
League's presidential candidate in the 1968 French elections, deb a ted 
Bernard Stasi, a member of the National Assembly and of the UDR 
(Union pour Ia Defense de la Republique- Union for Defense of 
the Republic). 

Krivine and Stasi appeared on the program "A armes egales," 
meaning "on equal terms." It is one of the most popular programs 
on French television, with an estimated audience of some 16 million. 

Krivine used his time to explain basic Marxist ideas about the 
exploitative nature of the capitalist system and to expose the in
justice of capitalist courts and repressive apparatus, as well as the 
corruption in government, in parliament, and in the capitalist-con
trolled mass media. He displayed some 50 documents that had 
come into possession of the Communist League, revealing secret 
police plans for surveillance of leftists, students, and trade unionists, 
as well as evidence of fraud in past French elections. For example, 
he showed photos of tombstones of dead persons recorded as having 
voted for the Gaullist party, the UDR. 

The debate received widespread coverage and comment in all 
the major French newspapers. 

Mao's birthday ignored in China 
Since the "Great Cultural Revolution" of the late 1960s the bureau

cratic regime in Peking has apparently been trying to eliminate 
some of the most blatant forms of the personality cult of Mao Tse
tung-without, however, explaining how such a monstrous practice 
arose in the first place. According to a dispatch from Peking in 
the December 27 New York Pas~ the 79th birthday of Chairman 
Mao, December 26, was not celebrated or acknowledged in any 
public way in Peking. The People's Daily, organ of the Communist 
party, did not even mention the occasion. 

Equal pay for Australian women 
On December 15 the commission that sets wage rates in Australia 

ruled that women must receive equal pay for equal work by June 
of 1975. The increase is to be paid in stages, one-third at a time, 
beginning by December 31, 197 3. Equal pay for women was a 
key plank in the election program of the Labor party, which won 
the December 2 Australian national elections. 

A spokesman for the National Employers Policy Committee im
mediately threatened that prices would be raised to absorb the ex
pense. 

To dramatize the injustice of wage discrimination against women, 
feminist groups had staged protests by riding public buses but 
refusing to pay the full fare. 

Israeli police arrest 46 as 'spies' 

On December 11 Israeli police claimed to have discovered a spy 
and sabotage ring operating in Israel and cooperating with Syrian 
intelligence. By the end of that week 46 suspects had been arrested, 
including four Israeli Jews. Israeli police claim that the four are 
members of the Revolutionary Communist Union, a small group 
that allegedly split from the Trotskyist organization known by 
the name of its newspaper, Matzpen (Compass). 

This was the first time that Israeli Jews have been arrested for 
uniting on ideological grounds to aid an Arab state. As such, the 
incident created an uproar in the Israeli press and parliament. 
Dismayed by the prospect of Israeli Jews turning against the Zionist 
government and siding with the oppressed Arab peoples, a right
wing member of parliament charged that "these so-called progres
sives who malign our national values are more harmful than a 
whole division of Egyptian soldiers." 

Meanwhile, the Israeli Defense Ministry announced December 23 
that since the 1967 war Israel convicted 1,610 Arabs from the 
occupied territories of sabotage or support to guerrilla organiza
tions. The Zionist regime also admitted that it currently holds 148 
Arabs in "administrative detention," which means imprisonment with
out trial. 

The announcement was in answer to a report issued by the Union 
of Liberal Students in Britain, which charged that 4,000 Palestinians 
had been jailed and 10,000 held without trial since the war. The 
Israeli official denied the student report's assertion that many Arab 
prisoners had been tortured, and said that he didn't have any fig
ures available on the total number of Arabs held in detention since 
the June war. 



World Outlook 

'Injustices must be corrected' 

Soviet Germans 
demand a republic 

[One of the results of the West 
German-Soviet detente that was ini
tiated by Willy Brandt's Ostpolitik has 
been the easing of emigration restric
tions on the Soviet-German popula
tion. The consequent increased reset
tlement has brought the Soviet Ger
mans to world attention. 

[According to the 1970 census, there 
are nearly 2 million Soviet-Germans; 
they constitute one of the USSR's 
many national minorities. Some 40,-
000, or about 2 percent of this popu
lation, have reportedly asked to leave 
the Soviet Union for West Germany. 

[But the vast majority of Soviet
Germans intend to remain in the So
viet Union. Like many other Soviet 
nationalities, they have been victims 
of Stalin's violation of the Leninist 
policy on the national question. In 
recent years they have begun to stir 
against their continuing oppression. 

[The Soviet-Germans originally in
habited the Volga region, where some 
27,000 of them settled in the late 
eighteenth century. In 1916, during 
the first world war, the czar ordered 
them deported to central Russia. But 
the October Revolution blocked the 
implementation of that decree. 

[The Leninist government recognized 
the Volga Germans as a national 
group, and in 1918 some 200 German 
villages with about 500,000 inhabi
tants were grouped into an "autono
mous workers' commune." In 1924, 
the Autonomous Soviet Socialist Re
public of Volga Germans was founded. 
Apart from the Volga Republic, seven
teen other areas of the Soviet Union 
were designated German "national dis
tricts." 

[After the Nazi invasion of the So
viet Union in 1941, Stalin, aping the 
czar, dissolved the Volga Republic and 
ordered the population deported to 
Soviet Asia. Thousands were interned 
in concentration camps; all German 
officials were purged from the party; 
the population was collectively charac
terized as potential Nazis on the 
grounds that they were German. Like 
the Crimean Tatars and other 
nationalities, they were sacrificed on 
the altar of Stalin's Great Patriotic 
War. 

[In 1964, Khrushchev issued a de
cree absolving the Volga Germans of 
the charge that they were Nazi sym
pathizers. But the Volga Republic was 
not reestablished, and most of the Ger
man population remains in Kazakh
stan, in central Asia. 

[In 1965, a delegation of Soviet
Germans met with Anastas Ivanovich 
Mikoyan, who was then Soviet head 
of state, to discuss the possibility of 
re-creating the republic. The follow
ing are excerpts from a transcript of 
that meeting, which has recently be
come available through the under
ground samizdat press. It appeared, 
in German translation, in the Decem
ber 4 issue of the West German weekly 
Der Spiegel, from which we have taken 
it. The participants are identified only 
by last names. The translation is by 
Intercontinental Press.] 

Schessler: We have already appealed 

repeatedly to the Central Committee 
[of the Communist party] and to the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet for 
the reestablishment of our republic, 
but we have received no concrete re
sponse. The charges against us have 
been lifted, but the penalties remain 
in force. 

During the civil war we fought for 
Soviet power at the side of the Rus
sian people, and this land was given to 
us by law. The rural areas of this 
territory are now only 25 to 30 per
cent settled. Most of the villages lie 
in ruins. For a genuine rehabilitation, 

Anastas lvanovich Mikoyan 

the Volga Republic must be reestab
lished. Only such a step would free 
us from the disgrace and distrust that 
is now our lot. 

Wormsbecher: Up until the war the 
republic of the Volga Germans was 
one of the most advanced republics, 
both economically and culturally. But 
what is the area like now? All to
gether we have only two newspapers. 
There is not a single German school. 
Such conditions were not even im
posed on us in czarist Russia. All 
the peoples of the Soviet Union are 
entitled to their own states, but not 
the Soviet Germans. This legitimately 
raises the question, Are we a Soviet 
people? 

Kaiser: Elementary logic dictates 
that the innocent should not be pun
ished. After a forcible expulsion, peo
ple do not put down real roots. Terri
tory for the reestablishment of the Au
tonomous Soviet Socialist Republic of 
the Volga Germans is available. It 
was given to us through the great 
October Revolution; it is where the 
Germans founded Soviet power, and 
where Lenin in the October 19, 1918, 
decree established the first autonomous 
German republic in the Russian So
viet Federated Socialist Republics. 

Welz: We once had five high schools, 
400 elementary and secondary 
schools, a national theater, a publish
ing house, five interregional and twen
ty regional newspapers and journals. 
Now we don'.t have a single school. 
We have but one newspaper, published 

in Moscow. But no Germans work on 
it; they aren't trusted. Even though we 
were not allowed to fight against the 
fascists, two Volga Germans who fell 
at the front were named Heroes of the 
Soviet Union. Some German families 
have been resettled as many as six or 
eight times. 

Bersch: It's not just some little group 
of Germans that wants the republic 
reestablished. If we could collect sig
natures, we could bring in a million 
of them. In spite of the persecution, we 
have not lost our faith in the party or 
the government. 

Mikoyan: ... I think enough has 
been said on this subject. It is incon
testable that during and after the war 
Soviet Germans suffered injustices and 
that they still do. They work hard. 
Management of the virgin lands [in 
Kazakhstan] would be impossible with
out the Germans. The Germans have 
been completely rehabilitated. 

You raise the question of reestab
lishing a republic. We understand very 
well that this would be the best solu
tion to the problem. But it is not pos
sible, because half a million people 
would have to be resettled. We can
not correct everything that has hap
pened in the course of history. No 
one confuses you with the West Ger
mans. You are Soviet citizens and have 
the right to newspapers, schools. But 
in the present situation, the republic 
cannot be reestablished, because that 
would entail monstrous economic 
losses. As far as cultural needs are 
concerned, we can work something 
out. 

Some offenses are still committed be-
cause there are people in the appa
ratus who do not follow the rules. 
If you come across examples of what 
you could call mistreatment, inform 
one of the comrades here. [The meet
ing was also attended by CP Central 
Committee Secretary Shelepin.] We will 
take care of it. I wish you success. 
Good-bye. 

Letter of the German Delegation 
Written After the Meeting 

... We are in no way satisfied with 
the results of this meeting. The people 
did not send us to play games with 
the government, but to achieve the 
complete rehabilitation of two million 
people, the establishment of their equal 
rights with other citizens of the USSR, 
and the reestablishment of their right 
to form a state .... 

A purely utilitarian attitude toward 
the Soviet Germans was displayed; 
their national hopes were ignored. Le
nin's policy on the national question 
was not applied to the Soviet Germans 
because that "might entail economic 
losses." 

We are Soviet people, Communists, 
and not deviationists. We do not need 
some kind of national autonomy in 
cultural matters, but our own state 
institutions. Since its foundation, the 
German Democratic Republic has re
ceived every attention and assistance 
from the USSR, but the Soviet-Ger
mans are left to carry the moral bur
den of the war. You would think that 
the fascists were not in Germany, but 
among the Soviet Germans .... What 
would have been your life's goal, 
Anastas Ivanovich, if one black day 
the all-powerful Beria had banished 
the Armenians? [Mikoyan is Ar
menian.] 

What do you mean by saying that 
not all history's injustices can be cor
rected? Yes, injustices against people 
who are dead, against those who have 
been sense]Pssly killed- those cannot 
be corrected. But Soviet power lives, 
and will live! And so long as a people 
that has been mistreated lives, in
justices can and must be corrected. D 
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Aid to Solzhenitsyn 
Screen writer Albert Maltz, and Pu

litzer Prize-winning novelists Robert 
Penn Warren and Bernard Malamud 
have offered to turn over royalties 
from their works published in the So
viet Union to the dissident Soviet writ
er Alexandr Solzhenitsyn. 

Maltz was blacklisted during the 
anti-communist witch-hunt in the 
1950s. He offered his royalties to Sol
zhenitsyn "for his personal use and, 
if he so chooses, for financial aid to 
other Soviet writers also suffering 
blacklisting by having been expelled 
from the Writers Union." 

Solzhenitsyn was expelled from the 
Soviet Writers Union in 1969 because 
his works expose the narrow-minded, 
privileged bureaucracy that rules the 
Soviet Union. Since then he has faced 
increasing harassment from the gov
ernment, which has denied him hous
ing and an income. On December 17 
Solzhenitsyn accepted Maltz's offer, 
saying that his financial situation was 
"desperate." 

The Soviet writer stated that he was 
"deeply touched" by Maltz's gesture 
of solidarity, but doubted that Soviet 
authorities would permit him to re
ceive a "single kopeck." 

e FOR GRYNSZPAN: Against the 
Fascist Pogrom Gangs and Stalinist 
Scoundrels. 
e Interview with the Copenhagen 
Sociai-Demokraten, 1932. 
e Letter to the Communist League 
of China (section of the Internation
al Left Opposition). 
e How the Workers in Austria 
Should Fight Hitler. 
e Polish Fascism and the Mistakes 
of the Communist party. 

These are just a few of the articles 
and letters by Leon Trotsky that In
tercontinental Press has pub I i shed. 
Most were translated from the orig
inal Rus~ian and appeared in the 
pages of Intercontinental Press for 
the first time in English. 

For any of those listed above, 
send 50c for each article desired. 
Or, if you want to follow the im
portant news of the world each week 
and get features like these, send 
in a check for $7.50 for six months 
or $]5 for a year to: 

INTERCONTINENTAL PRESS 
P. 0. Box 116, Village Station 

New York, N.Y. 10014 
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By DICK ROBERTS 
On Dec. 6, Richard Gerstenberg, chairman of General 
Motors, attempted to defend GM's job policies in a speech 
to New York businessmen. "Today a subtle influence is 
at work in our country which threatens to increase the cost 
of labor even more," Gersten berg declared. 

"This influence is difficult to define," he said. "It is really 
rooted in the public's . . . lack of understanding ... of 
the exceptionally high economic status of the American 
industrial worker." 

Gerstenberg then singled out some of the "misconceptions" 
afloat in the land: "We read and hear much about 'blue
collar blues,' the drudgery and monotony of the modern 
assembly line, the younger and alienated work force, 
the lack of satisfaction men and women receive from 
their jobs. When blue-collar blues are discussed, the auto 
industry is often singled out as the seat of the problem, 
the assembly-line worker as the chief victim, and the new 
Vega plant at Lordstown as the case in point." 

But all of this is wrong, according to GM's chief ex
ecutive. " ... the workers at Lordstown are not GM's 
youngest assembly work force; other plants have younger 
work forces and no long work stoppages .... · 
. "The line speed of 100 cars per hour is not unprec
edented .... " 

Even "thoughtful scientific studies ... show that what
ever job dissatisfaction exists among American workers 
is not limited to blue-collar workers but is more wide
spread and afflicts office workers and service personnel 
as well. The 'blue-collar blues' ... is a misnomer and, 
in fact, is less evident among those workers who work 
harder or faster. We get right back to the old adage that 
busy people are happy people." · 

And if this doesn't convince you, the average hourly 
wage of GM workers of $5.09 "is more than a full one
third higher than the rate for the average American hourly 
worker in manufacturing. On an annual basis, the av
erage GM hourly employe's gross earnings before taxes 
are $12,466." 

And at that rate, Gerstenberg could have added, if two 
GM workers work for 30 years, together they will earn 
almost as much as Gerstenberg gets in one year. Sixty 
years worth of wages for GM workers would total $747,-
960. Gerstenberg's annual pay check is $750,000. 

Productivity drive 
Behind Gerstenberg's syrupy speech is the pressing con

cern of U.S. monopoly to increase productivity and better 
its position in world competition. The truth is American 
workers face a battery of pressures. 

These include the antistrike, antiunion, and wage control 
policies of the government; high levels of unemployment 
as a result of recession; speed-up and other forms of 
job intensification; and the rationalization of industry, 
including the installing of more automated machinery 
and retiring obsolete plants. The central aim is making 
workers produce more goods faster, at less cost to the 
employers. 

Joseph Godfrey, the general manager of the General 
Motors Assembly Division (GMAD), which is charged 
with speeding up production, was considerably more blunt 
than his boss Gerstenberg, in a New York Times inter
view last April 16. "We have to compete with the foreigner," 
said -Godfrey. "And to do that," the Times continued, 
"G. M.A. D. will have to continue to cut costs in all its 
plants." 

According to the Times, the Lordstown workers are not 
the only ones who oppose GMAD. "The division's policies 
have brought labor unrest to almost every plant it has 
taken over." . . 

On Dec. 6, the Wall Street Journal devoted a front-page 
story to GMAD. The report was written from Norwood, 
Ohio, where 3,900 GM workers recently struck for 174 
days, the longest walkout in GM history. 

"Up until a few months ago," said the Journal, "Ernest 
Barnes's workday consisted of installing two bolts on 
the bumper of every Camaro, Firebird and Nova that 
came down the assembly line, 65 seconds apart, at the 
General Motors plant here. Despite the monotony of the 
task, the 36-year-old, red-bearded worker says he liked 
his job 'pretty much.' 

"Then, late last winter, Mr. Barnes had a change of heart. 
General Motors, he says, decided that his job was 'light' 
and 'eliminated the man across from me.' His supervisors, 
he adds, instructed him to thenceforth install four bolts 
on each car as well as to replenish his own stock, the 
latter being a new task .... 

"According to Ernest Barnes, General Motors is demand
ing the impossible. According to General Motors, Ernest 
Barnes is, or should be, fully able to perform the newly 
defined job." 

Most significant is the Journal's comment that "the dis
pute, far from being an isolated example, has parallels 
not only throughout the vast General Motors empire but 
also throughout American industry. Central to the worker
management division is the crucial question of whether a 
company can ask its factory employes for increased 

output at a time ~hen the nation's entire work ethic, and 
particularly the repititiousness of assembly-line jobs, is 
being increasingly challenged." 

Investment plans 
Side by side the intensification of labor on the job is the 

drive to modernize plants and equipment in order to cut 
unit labor costs. The Dec. 19 Wall Street Journal reported 
that "General Motors Corp. announced capital spending 
plans at record levels for next year .... 

"In a year-end statement, Richard C. Gerstenberg, GM 
chairman, said GM has slated world-wide capital outlays 
of about $1.3 billion next year, about the same amount 
it spent in its record capital spending year of 1965 and 
30 percent above the $1 billion being spent this year." 

On Nov. 11, Business Week reported the figures for 
all of U.S. business. "The capital spending boom that 
got underway this year will continue- and expand- in 
1973," Business Week stated. Total capital spending will 
reach $89.09-billion in 1972 and increase 11 percent 
to $98.55-billion in 1973, it estimated. Investment in autos, 
trucks, and parts will increase 23 percent between 1972 
and 1973. 

In an earlier survey published Dec. 2, Business Week 
noted the decrease in obsolescent plants and equipment 
as a result of the drive to modernize. In 1968, the autos, 
trucks,, and parts industry reported 9 percent of their 
plants ·and equipment as obsolete. This had fallen to 
6 percent in 1972. 

The following table indicates the results of the produc
tivity drive in the U. S. motor vehicle industry over the 
last four years. Employment in 1969 was a record high 
for the industry: 

Average Average 
monthly monthly 

employment production 
(cars & trucks) 

Jan.-June 1969 704,800 908,700 
Jan.-June 1970 666,500 812,300 
Jan.-June 1971 682,800 950,100 
Jan.-June 1972 688,200 996,500 

This data is based on Employment and Earnings, 
monthly publication of the U.S. Department of Labor, 
and Survey of Current Business, published monthly by 
the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

They show that in the first six months of this year as 
compared to four years ago, 16,600 fewer workers pro
duced 87,800 more trucks and cars per month. The num
ber of 16,600 workers is small compared to the total 
employment in the industry, but the decrease is equivalent 
to several plants shutting down. 

The first six months of 1970 were during the recession. 
From then through the first six months of 1972, pro
duction increased 22 percent while employment climbed 
only 3 percent. 

The soaring profits that this resulted in w~re noted in 
the press. Newsweek reported Aug. 7 that for the first 
half-year, " ... General Motor's earnings increased 28 
per cent over a year ago, while Ford Motor's profits 
leaped by 43 per cent, Chrysler's earnings more than 
doubled and American Motors' jumped 99 per cent." Busi
ness Week estimated in its Aug. 12 issue that GM's prof
its in this period alone were $1.4-billion. 



ADL refuses to retract charg~ 

N.Y. pickets protest anti-Semitism slander 
By PETER SEIDMAN "Our European co-thinkers were in 
NEW YORK, Dec. 21- Sixty people the forefront of the struggle against 
picketed the offices of the Anti-Defama- the anti-Semitic terror of Nazism. 
tion League (ADL) of B'nai B'rith Many of them perished in Hitler's 
here today to publicize their demand death camps. In this country the SWP 
that the ADL retract its charge that carried out a campaign demanding 
the Socialist Workers Party is anti- . that U.S. borders be opened to Jewish 
Semitic. . refugees from Nazism." 

A delegation headed by Linda Jen- Jenness explained that the SWP 
ness, SWP 1972 presidential candi- "supports the Palestinians' struggle to 
date, met with ADL officials and pre- regain their homeland and to estab
sented them with an open letter signed lish a democratic, secular Palestine 
by Professor Noam Chomsky, writer where Jews and Arabs can live to
Murr~y Kempton, literary critic gether with equality and religious free
Dwight Macdonald, Rabbi A. Bruce dom. We believe that it is in the in
Goldman, and others who supported terests of Jews everywhere, including 
this demand. in Israel, to support this struggle. 

The letter said, "while we do not "The ADL charges that the SWP calls 
necessarily agree with the program for 'the outright destruction oflsrael,' 
and policies of the Socialist Workers and is therefore anti-Semitic. We see 
Party, we believe that their opposi- the elimination of the Zionist state of 
tion to Zionism cannot in any way Israel as necessary. But opposition to 
be equated with anti-Semitism. a specifically 'Jewish' state in Pales-

"We respect the right of the Social- tine cannot be equated with anti-Semi-
ist Workers Party and others to ex- tism." 
press their opinions about the situa- The ADL officials told Jenness that 
tion in the Middle East without being they would not retract their charges. 
unjustly attacked in this manner." They issued a press statement reaf

The open letter had been written in 
response to charges the ADL made 
Nov. 20 that the SWP 1972 presi
dential campaign, because of its op
position to Zionism and the state of 
Israel, had crossed the line into "out
right anti-Semitism." 

Jenness told the ADL officials that 
"anyone the least bit familiar with my 
election campaign and the views and 
record of the Socialist Workers Party 
knows that my party has always been 
a staunch opponent of anti-Semitism 
and of racism and bigotry of any 
kind. We have championed struggles 
against anti-Semitism wherever they 
have appeared -from the United 
States to the Sovief Union. 

firming their characterization of the 
SWP as anti-Semitic. 

The statement said: "It is the ADL 
view that Jewry the world over has 
a deep, abiding commitment to the 
survival of Israel. In the wake of 
the Nazi Holocaust. the question asked 
by a whole people, if not by the whole 
world -Where are the persecuted to 
go?-was answered in the birth of 
the long-promised Jewish state. 

"Wherever they may be today, Jews 
overwhelmingly believe that, whatever 
legitimate controversies may exist in 
the Middle East and whatever the con
flicting viewpoints between Israeli and 
Arab, Israel's existence as a sovereign 
state is absolutely non-negotiable. 

"Manifestoes and propaganda cal-

ling for the destruction or the dissolu
tion of the Jewish state, are, therefore, 
direct assaults against world Jewry 
and, along with activities supporting 
those sworn to destroy Israel, consti
tute the ultimate anti-Semitism. 

"The unabashed support given by the 
SWP and other radicals of the far left 
to Arab regimes that have waged war 
against Israel, or to revolutionary ter
rorists sworn to Israel's liquidation, 
are in essence a war against the securi
ty of the Jewish community. For just 
as Israel's security depends in large 
measure on support from the Jews 
in the United States and elsewhere, 
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Jews here and abroad have come to 
believe that their own security and 
their own hope for ultimate survival 
depends in large measure on the sur
vival of Israel as a sovereign state." 

The ADL representatives also pre
sented Jenness with a report entitled 
"Danger on the Left," which they 
claimed documented their charges that 
the SWP was anti-Semitic. 

After lea~ing the ADL offices, Jen
ness told the demonstrators that the 
SWP intended to answer all the 
charges the ADL made in its report 
and would continue its campaign to 
force the ADL to retract its slander. 

Atlanta Panthers describe cop harassment 
By JOE COLE 
ATLANTA-Atlanta city officials, in
cluding Mayor Sam Massell and Police 
Chief John Inman, have conducted a 
vtcwus campaign of harassment 
against the Black Panther Party since 
last September. Their stated purpose 
has been to eliminate the BPP- in 
the words of police officials, "to close 
up those hoodlums once and for all." 

The tactics have run the gamut from 
sophisticated manipulation of the news 
and well-coordinated midnight raids 
by .federal and local police agencies, 
to crude name calling and Keystone 
cop-like rock throwing at Panther com
munity centers by police patrols. 

In an interview with The Militant, 
local Panther leaders Ron Carter and 
Alton DeVille outlined the amazing 
series of actions this city's liberal Dem
ocratic administration has drrected 
against their party and pointed to the 
motive behind the attacks. 

Carter explained, "Atlanta has tried 
to portray itself as a city 'too busy 
to hate,' a haven for Black people 
in the South. This is the image they 
have gotten over to the rest of the 
country trying to get corporations to 
set up shop here." 

Although the Panthers have under
gone police attacks since they estab
lished themselves in Atlanta in Septem
ber 1970, beginning in September of 
this year the attacks took on a more 
ominous character. 

At the time the liberal Atlanta Jour
nal and Atlanta Constitution began 
a series of front-page charges that 
the Black Panther Party was attempt
ing to extort $50,000 from chain 
food stores. These charges were echoed 
by the mayor's equally prominent re-
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marks to the effect that the BPP was 
nothing more than "gangsters, fools, 
and extortionists." 

Alton DeVille scored these charges 
as ridiculous. "We had been involved 
in negotiations with A& P for over 
three months prior to these charges, 
and the closest we had come to even 
mentioning an amount to them was 
to say. that we wanted '$10 worth of 
food or whatever they could afford 
to give' and that this would go to 
feed Black children in our Survival 
Centers. 

"Then boom, as soon as we said 
we wanted to look at their books to 
see that they were bargaining in good 
faith, all the mess about extortion 
comes out in the papers and brothers 
start getting busted for selling our 
paper in the streets." 

A month later another series of un
supported articles in the Constitution 
attacked the Panthers even more vi
ciously. Headlined "Black Militant 
Ceremony- Killing of a Policeman," 
the fiction that followed claimed that 
murdering a cop was an initiation 
rite for members of the "Underground 
Panthers." 

Then, one day after Nixon's reelec
tion, more than 20 federal, state, and 
city police raided the main Panther 
community center with a search war
rant alleging Panther involvement in 
the killing of a policeman. The only 
tangible support for the warrant was 
a spent .45-caliber shell found on the 
premises of a former Panther center. 

Eight Panthers were arrested. Po
lice also confiscated an unloaded shot
gun and "gunpowder for a bomb" (suf
ficient. as an expert later testified, "to 
blow up a shoe box"). DeVille and 

Carter, who were among those arrest
ed, were charged with conspiracy to 
commit a felony (as yet unspecified) 
and possession of a stolen shotgun. 

Although no proof was given that 
the shotgun was stolen and no en
dangered shoe box was offered in ev
idence, DeVille and Carter were placed 
under $20,000 and $10,000 bail re
spectively. As to the search warrant. 
the judge refused to read it in court 
on the grounds that he "didn't want 
to read such a thing!" 

It soon became evident that these 
charges would not stand the test of 
a mounting defense campaign, and 
it now appears that the case will be 
dropped. Carter stated, "The issue was 
clearly not the legal shotgun in our 
community center, but our politics. 
And our successful defense has been 

due to the united front of progressive · 
groups coming to our defense, not 
legal technicalities." 

Having apparently staved off one 
attack the Panthers were again raided 
by the police on Dec. 4. This latest 
raid has all the earmarks of a 
classic dope plant. with police simply 
walking to the back of a Panther cen
ter and announcing the "find" of a 
grocery bag containing one pound 
of marijuana. 

No determination has been made 
as to the latest charges, but Carter 
pointed to the strategy behind them. 
"They want to vilify us as cop killers 
and dope pushers in the community, 
then, when they feel we are isolated, 
victimize. These continued attacks call 
for a united defense by all supporters 
of civil liberties." 

Tutoring at Atlanta Black Panther Party headquarters Great Speckled Bird/Tim Hayes 
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-An egic goem bY- corkY- oonzales 

1 am Joaquin/Yo soy Joaquin 
In its westward drive for expansion, 
U. S. capitalism found it necessary to 
conquer and subjugate the Indian
Spanish mestizos who inhabited what 
is now the Southwest. Military con
quest and legal robbery were the main 
methods used. 

But equally important perhaps is 
the cultural genocide that mexicanos 
have suffered for more than 100 years. 
Their scientific and technological 
achievements" were appropriated, their 
art and music denigrated, and their 
history distorted or even completely 
suppressed. 

The gringo invaders have sought 
to destroy the very identity of mexi
canos-make them forget who they 
are, where they came from, and how 
they got to their present plight. 

This epic poem I am Joaquin/Yo 
soy Joaguin by Rodolfo "Corky" Gon
zales seeks to reassert that mutilated 
identity. 

Its publication by Bantam Books, 
one of the world's largest paperback 
publishers, is a significant event for 
the Chicano liberation movement. This 
edition includes the complete text in 
Spanish and English, an introduction 
by Gonzales, a chronology of Mexi
can and Chicano history, and some 
notes. 

More than 50 photographs- some 
of them excellent- roughly illustrate 
the ideas presented throughout the 
poem. Included are photos of demon
strations, details from paintings of 
Mexican history by Diego Rivera and 
others, and portraits of ordinary peo
ple in everyday life in the barrios of 
Aztl!'m. The pictures are an essay in 
themselves. 

According to the notes, more than 

Jose Clemente Orozco 

'I have been the bloody revolution ... ' 

100,000 copies of the poem have been 
distributed by the Crusade for Justice 
since that organization produced its 
first edition in 1967. Chicano news
papers, student groups, farm workers, 
teachers, and social workers have re
produced and distributed it. It has 
been performed by numerous Chicano 
teatro groups. 

A filmed dramatic reading of the 
poem with music and still photographs 
has been produced by Teatro Campe
sino. It has been used in many schools 
and is required in many Chicano 
studies programs. 

In other words, a capitalist publisher 
has finally figured out that a sub-
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stantial market exists for this poem 
and its nationalist ideas. 

Joaquin is the personification of the 
Chicano people past and present. The 
first section of I am Joaquin is a 
self-analysis of what it means to be 
a Chicano "caught up in the whirl 
of a gringo society" today. Joaquin 
feels a basic conflict: you can either 
be proud of what you are and go 
hungry ("a victory of the spirif'); or 
you can sell your soul, accept Anglo 
culture, and achieve material success. 
Joaquin prefers to: 

"withdraw to the safety within the 
circle of life-

MY OWN. PEOPLE." 
In the second section Joaquin iden

tifies with the history of his people, 
beginning with the Spanish conquest 
and the resistance of the Indians led 
by the Aztec prince Cuauhtemoc. The 
blood of both conqueror and 
conquered flows in the veins of Chi
canos today. The essence of being 
mestizo is a paradox. This is a theme 
that recurs through the poem. 

The Aztecs themselves played a 
paradoxical social role. They were 
both "tyrant _and slave" and tyran
nized other less-advanced Indian peo
ples. When the tiny group of Span
iards first arrived they were able to 
rally the support of these oppressed 
Indians to defeat and enslave the Az
tecs. 

The Spanish missionaries that fol
lowed the conquistadores were sent 
to give ideological reinforcement to 
the suppression of the Indians. But 
even this had its contradictory nature. 
Some began to actually believe the 
words they were preaching about the 
equality of all human beings in the 
sight of God. Some led new revolts, 
the most notable being Miguel Hidal
go. By 1821: 

"The crown was gone 
but 

all its parasites remained 
and ruled 
and taught 

with gun and flame and mystic pow
er." 

A new upsurge, led by Benito Juar-, 
ez, the "giant little Zapotec," resulted 
in a constitutional government. How
ever, the descendants of Juarez soon 
became parasites too, and this contra
diction eventually led to the Mexican 
revolution of 1910-1920. Emiliano 

La Raza 

Zapata and Pancho Villa led peasant 
struggles for Tierra y libertad (land 
and liberty). Joaquin was all of these 
people. 

In the civil war of this period 
Joaquin was pitted against himself: 

"I have been the bloody revolution 
the victor, 
the vanquished, 
I have killed 

and been killed." 
In the north of Mexico, where the 

gringos were taking over, mex{canos 
fought back desperately and died hero
ically: Joaquin Murriet.a, Elfego Baca, 
the brothers Espinoza. 

La Raza 

'I must fight and win this struggle . 

Joaquin Murrieta was a Sonoran 
miner who worked in California. Grin
go miners there raped and murdered 
his wife, drove him off his claim, and 
whipped him in public on a false 
charge of horse stealing. 

He-organized a large band of armed 
mexicanos who had been similarly 
treated to attempt to regain some of 
what had been stolen from them. (In 
U. S. history books you will find this 
under "Mexican bandits.") 

Murrieta became a legendary figure, 
and huge rewards were offered for 
his capture, dead or alive. Because 
his last name was not well known, 
California became unsafe for anyone 
named Jpaquin. 

If we can assume that the Joaquin 
of the poem was inspired by Joaquin 
Murrieta, is this not a perfect image 
of what it means to be a Chicano? 

You, the victim of a white racist so
ciety are made into the criminal. All 
Chicanos are Joaquin. 

As Joaquin returns to the present, 
images of present-day Chicanos flash 
through his mind: 

"I am the campesino 
I am the fat political coyote ... 

. . . I bleed in some smelly cell 
from club 
or gun 
or tyranny." 

The image of a boxer, fighting his 
way to the top, a soldier dying in 
the white man's war, a victim of the 
court system, a farm worker, a wel
fare recipient- all these too are Joa
quin. 

The final section is a call to action. 
It begins: 

"And now the trumpet sounds, 
the music of the people stirs the 

revolution. 
Like a sleeping giant it slowly 
rears its head" 
and ends with the words: 

"I SHALL ENDURE! 
I WILL ENDURE!" 

I am Joaquin is simple and straight" 
forward. WrittfJi in free verse, it is 
sometimes even conversational in tone. 
Images are easily comprehended, the 
language is not pedantic or scholarly. 
It is the ideas of I am Joaquin that 
have ensured its wide interest and cir
culation. 

The very idea that Chicanos are a 
unique people- not Spanish, not 
Mexican, not Indian, but rather a mix
ture, mestizos- has largely been pop
ularized by this poem and its author. 

Writing in the first person is not 
an empty rhetorical device to interest 
the reader. The poem is in the fullest 
sense written from the point of view 
of Chicanos-from the point of view 
of the oppressed. 

I Am Joaquin is also important as 
a personal statement by its author. 
It is the work of a poet who is at 
the same time a revolutionary. Gon
zales is Joaquin. 

He is one of the few Chicanos who 
could have "made it" in the white 
man's world. Born into a working
class family, he became a National 
AAU boxing champion and a top 
professional boxer. 

He was a successful small business
man- owner of a bar and a bail 
bond operation. He later became the 
first Chicano statewide official of the 
Colorado Democratic Party. If he had 
played the game according to the 
rules, he might have been Chicano _ 
window-dressing on Capitol Hill by 
now. 

Instead he chose the revolutionary 
path. He broke with the Democratic 
Party and helped found the Crusade 
for Justice and the Raza Unida Party 
in Colorado. 

As Gonzales put it in his introduc
tion, "There is no inspiration with
out identifiable images, , there is no 
conscience without the sharp knife of 
truthful exposure, and ultimately, 
there are no revolutions without poets." 

-MIGUEL PE]IIDAS 

Corky Gonzales 



The case of Los Tres del Barrio 

L.A. Chicano activists appeal for new trial 
By MIGUEL PENDAS 
LOS ANGELES- Renewed efforts to 
obtain a new trial for Los Tres del 
Barrio are under way here. Rodolfo 
"Rudy" Sanchez, Alberto "Beto" Ortiz, 
and Juan Fernandez were convicted 
in November 1971 of shooting and 
robbing a federal agent posing as 
a heroin dealer. 

The three Chicano activists were sen
tenced to 40, 25, and 10 years. They 
are now doing time in federal peni
tentiaries: Sanchez in Atlanta, Ortiz 
in Lompoc, Calif., and Fernandez in 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Angeles barrios Who decided to work 
in the community against the dope 
pushers. 

They counseled Chicano youth 
against drugs, explaining the phys
ical effects as well as trying to instill 
a "Chicano awareness" concerning 
drugs. They explained that drugs are 
part of an economic and political sys
tem designed to keep Chicanos down 
and are inconsistent with the move
ment. 

For its antidrug efforts Casa Car
nalismo has faced constant harass
ment from police agencies, especially 

Drawing from poster put out by Committee to Free Los Tres 

Antonio Rodriguez, the attorney 
presently preparing the appeal for the 
three, provided The Militant with an 
account of how Los Tres were en
trapped. 

Sanchez, Ortiz, and Fernandez were 
activists at Casa Carnalismo, a Chi
cano organization seeking to drive 
dope pushers out of East Los Angeles. 

Rudy Sanchez came here from Mex
ico as a young boy. He became in
volved in a Chicano gang, Barrio 
Nuevo, became addicted to hard 
drugs, and did time for robberies to 
support his habit. Seeing this as a 
dead end, he turned his back on his 
former life and decided to help end the 
drug traffic in the barrio. 

Juan Fernandez (once hooked on 
barbiturates himself) and Beto Ortiz 
were also products of the East Los 

from the Criminal Conspiracy Section 
of the Los Angeles Police Department 
and the Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire
arms Division (ATF) of the U. S. 
Treasury Department. One A TF 
agent, Eustacio (Frank) Martinez, 
surfaced in the organization, and Car
nalismo headquarters have been raid
ed more than once. 

It is not entirely clear how the maze 
of police agents and informers devel
oped the plan to entrap Sanchez. How
ever, it seems possible that an inform
er by the name of Robert Middleton, 
who was in jail with Sanchez at one 
time, told A TF agent Robert Canales 
that Sanchez was a dope dealer. 

Canales then contacted Sanchez and 
told him he was interested in buying 
three "pieces" of heroin (about $1000-
worth). Sanchez told Canales he 

wasn't a dealer, but the federal agent 
kept insisting. Unaware of Canales's 
true identity and believing that he was 
a heroin dealer, the three reconsidered 
and decided to go ahead with meeting 
Canales. They planned to educate him 
to the fact that dope pushers would 
not be tolerated in the community. 

When they finally met Canales the 
night of July 22, 1971, he told them 
he was strictly a dealer and not a 
user. In the eyes of Los Tres his ac
tions were all the more vicious as 
they could not be excused as could 
someone who deals because they are 
in need of a fix. 

For this reason it was decided on 
the spot to teach Canales a lesson 
by ordering him to drop his money 
and never to return to the Chicano 
community as a dope dealer. They 
explained why they were doing it. Ca
nales pretended to be taking out the 
money but instead went for his gun. 
He was too slow and got shot instead. 
He is partially paralyzed from his 
wounds. 

Sanchez, Ortiz, and Fernandez left 
him, and still not realizing Canales 
was an agent, went home where they 
were arrested half an hour later. 

Los Tres went into federal court 
here Oct. 19, 1971, on charges of 
robbery, assault, and battery of a 
lawful custodian of federal monies, 
and conspiracy to commit assault and 
battery on a federal officer. 

In the course of the trial, two ex
dealers testified that Los Tres had 
sought to educate them as to the evils 
of dope and had offered them drug 
counseling. Canales himself testified 
that he had posed as a dealer and 
that that was what they thought he 
was. And Los Tres testified concern
ing their anti-drug-dealer activities, 
saying that the police, far from stop
ping drug traffic in the barrios, are 
dt=eply involved in it. 

Based on this testimony, the defense 
hoped to show that since the three 
were ·unaware that they were dealing 
with a federal agent they could not 
possibly be charged with conspiracy 
to assault one. Likewise, they hoped 
to have the charges dropped since 
the shooting was obviously the re
.sult of police entrapment. 

But the court would have none of 
this. Even a motion to move the case 
to state court, where they would be 
tried on lesser charges of simple as
sault and battery (not having prior 

knowledge that Canales was a fed
eral agent), was denied. 

An appeal was filed Nov. 3 along 
those same lines. The appeal also 
charges the prosecution with miscon
duct. 

Throughout the trial the prosecutor 
made a series of wild, totally unsub
stantiated accusations (which he did 
not even try to prove) designed to 
prejudice the jury against Los Tres. 

The Mexican American Legal De
fense and Education Fund (MAL
DEF) has filed a friend-of-the-court 
brief on the question of prior knowl
edge. 

If the appeal is successful, the trial 
decision would be reversed and the 
three could not be retried in federal 
court. If California authorities decided 
to take them to court, the defense 
would once again try to show that 
Los Tres were trying to stop the real 
criminals in the Chicano community
the dope pushers. 

The appeal also asks for a reduc
tion in bail, which now stands at $50,-
000 each. The defense is in need of 
funds, and anyone wishing to make 
a donation or to seek further infor
mation should contact Committee to 
Free Los Tres, P. 0. Box 33511, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 90033. 

Militant/Harry Ring 

Chicano conference in Imperial Valley of Calif. 
By MARIO T. GARCIA 
BRAWLEY, Calif.- The first Chicano 
conference in the Imperial Valley of 
California was held in this city on 
Dec. 2. Three hundred and fifty people 
attended. 

The Imperial Valley, situated along 
the California-Mexico border, is one 
of the richest areas in California. But 
most of the wealth is concentrated in 
the hands of large agricultural cor
porations and rancheros (large farm
ers). 

The majority of the people face a 
more difficult existence. Fifty percent 
of the population of the Imperial Val
ley are Chicanos, most of whom work 
in the fields or for businesses related 
to farm work, such as transportation; 
packing sheds, etc. 

The major products of the Imperial 
Valley are lettuce, melons, canta
loupes, and cattle, but many other 
crops are also grown in this rich and 
diversified valley. The major agribusi
ness corporations are the Irving Com-
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pany (cotton and sugar beets), Fresh 
Pic, Interharvest, and De Maggio. 
These corporations, in turn, are sub
sidiaries of the Purex Corporation, 
Dow Chemical Company, and the 
Bank of America. 

U.S. census figures for 1970 reveal 
that poor people in the Imperial Val
ley received $7.8-million in public wel
fare that year, while agribusiness re
ceived $8.1-million in state govern
ment subsidies. This figure does not 
include federal subsidies. 

Not only does agribusiness domi
nate the economy of the valley, but 
also the politics of the area. Chicanos 
have very little political representa
tion. Agribusiness also controls edu
cation. Every member of the Imperial 
Valley College governing board is a 
ranchero. Although Chicanos make 
up 36 percent of the student body, no 
Chicano sits on the board. Local 
school boards are likewise dominated 
by rancheros. 

The United Farm Workers Union 

has acquired contracts with some of 
the agricultural corporations, Inter
harvest, for example. But union con
tracts still remain to be won for most 
farm workers. 

The day-long conference of political 
speeches and cultural presentations 
was intended to bring together Chi
cano students and other members of 
the community in an effort to organize 
against . these oppressive conditions. 
The conference was organized by the 
Comite del Barrio, an organization 
of Chicano students at California State 
University in San Diego, and Chicano 
students from the Imperial Valley. 

This writer was asked by the con
ference organizers to talk about the 
Raza · Unida Party movement. Partic
ipants at the conference responded well 
when I stressed the importance of Chi
canos organizing independently of the 
Democratic and Republican parties, 
which are responsible for the oppres
sive conditions that exist in the Impe
rial Valley, as well as the rest of Az
tlan. 

The noted Chicano poet Alurista 
also spoke. He called upon Chicanos 
to organize independently around the 
Raza Unida parties, and also said 
that Chicanos must unite with the op
pressed people of Latin American to 
combat and defeat "Yankee" imperial
ism. 

Other speakers included a represen
tative from MECHA (Movimiento Es
tudiantil Chicano de Aztlan- Chicano 
Student Movement of Aztlan) at Im
perial Valley College, a representative 
from the United Farm Workers 
Union, and a member of a Chicana 
group at Imperial Valley College. Cul
tural entertainment was provided by 
the Teatro Mestizo from California 
State University in San Diego. 

The organizers of the conference ex
pressed delight at the turnout for this 
initial Chicano conference in the heart
land of California agribusiness. They 
emphasized that follow-up action in 
the form of another conference in the 
spring would be planned. 
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An indanandanca sunnortar's view 
Puerto Rico's struggle against 
By PETER SEIDMAN 
On Dec. 27, Melvin Laird, secretary 
of defense, declared that the Puerto 
Rican island of Culebra would be re-

. tained as a target field for U. S. air 
and naval bombing practice through 
at least 1985. This announcement re
versed an earlier government promise 
to end use of the range by June 1975. 

This situation serves to expose the 
relationship between the United States 
and Puerto Rico. Despite U. S. gov
ernment claims to the contrary, Puerto 
Rico is a U.S. colony. How this re
lationship developed is the subject of 
Puerto-Rico: A SoCio-Historic Interpre
tation (Vintage Books, $2.45). This 
book presents an outline history and 
analysis of the struggle of the Puerto 
Rican people for independence. It can 
help restore the truth about that strug
gle for the new generation of Puerto 
Rican militants seeking to continue 
that fight today. 

Manuel Maldonado-Denis, the au
thor, is a Visiting Professor of Puerto 
Rican Studies at Queens College in 
New York City. Although written in 
1968, his book has appeared in Eng
lish for the first time in this up-dated 
edition. Puerto Rico: A Socio-Historic 
Interpretation is one of the few Eng
lish-language books by a Puerto Ri
can supporter of the independentista 
movement. The story it tells therefore 
is of great importance to all those 
who wish to understand and support 
the Puerto Rican struggle against U. S. 
imperialist rule. 

Christopher Columbus brought the 
flag of Spanish conquest to the island 
of Borinquen, as it was called by 
its original inhabitants, on Nov. 19, 
1493. 

Puerto Rican society was ruled with 
an iron hand by the Spanish colo
nial governor. However, an elite layer 
of. the Creole population (the racial 
mixture of Taino Indians, Black 
slaves, and Europeans that populated 
the island after the Spanish conquest) 
developed a loyalty to Spain based 
on their privileges under Spanish rule. 

This layer expressed itself politically 
through the autonomist movement, 
which sought greater self-government 
for Puerto Rico within the framework 
of subservience to Spanish rule. 

Among the oppressed masses of the 
island and a layer of its radical in
telligentsia, however, there developed 
the original movement for indepen
dence of Puerto Rico. 

The most representative figure of 
this movement was Dr. Ramon Eme
terio Betances, whose tireless organiz
ing against Spanish rule led to his 
expulsion from Puerto Rico by the 
colonial governor in July 1867. 

While colonial authorities prevented 
Betances from directly participating, 
it was his driving spirit that under
lay the Lares insurrection of Sept. 
23, 1868, known as the Grito de La
res (Cry of Lares). The fighters of 
Lares established the short-lived Rev
olutionary Committee of Puerto Rico, 
which sought to establish the govern
ment of an independent Republic of 
Puerto Rico. 

Though soon defeated by Spanish 
troops, the Grito de Lares became 
a rallying cry for independentistas 
ever since. 

In contrast to the heroic and prin
cipled efforts of revolutionary demo
crats like Dr. Betances stood the con
ciliatory and slavish efforts of the au
tonomists, led by Luis Munos Rivera. 
In the wake of insurrection in Cuba 
and a growing threat from the United 
States, Spain finally agreed to estab
lish an autonomous Puerto Rico in 
Nov. 1897. The Spanish viewed this 
move solely as a maneuver that might 
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permit them to retain control of Puerto 
Rico when they had few resources 
available to maintain their empire any 
other way. 

U.S. conquest 
In May 1898 the colonial gover

nor suspended the Rivera autonomous 
government of Puerto Rico after the 
bombardment of San Juan Bay by 
U.S. Admiral Sampson. Without any 
popular support, and based only on 
a desire to extend its own privileges, 
the autonomist regime could stand up 
to neither the Spanish governor nor 
U. S. troops when they finally dis-

perialism in the twentieth century. 
Puerto Rico served well U. S. needs 

for new markets and sources of raw 
materials as well as military outposts 
to defend them. 

The Foraker Law of 1900, followed 
by the Jones Act of 1917, and backed 
up by U. S. military occupation of 
the island, provided the "legal" basis 
for U. S. exploitation of Puerto Rico. 

These laws placed Puerto Rico to
tally in the hands of the U. S. Con
gress and set up a form of Puerto Ri
can government that gave all real 
power to U.S. presidential appointees. 

Claridad/Miguel Rivera 

San Juan, Sept. 12, 1971. Puerto Ricans demonstrate for independence outside U.S. 
governor's conference. 

embarked at Gu{mica on July 25, 
1898, to begin the U.S. occupation 
of Puerto Rico, which has continued 
to this day. 

Maldonado-Denis presents the Lares 
insurrection and the sorry role of the 
short-lived Rivera government as the 
two poles of Puerto Rican politics un
der the Spanish occupation. In the 
remainder of his book· he shows the 
essential continuity in the indepen
dence struggle of both the compro
mising, autonomist approach-which 
he describes as seeking "freedom with 
a long chain"- and the revolutionary 
approach of the independentistas un·
der Betances. 

The U.S. conquest of Puerto Rico, 
along with Cuba and the Philippines, 
was one of the fruits of the Spanish
American war. Therefore, Puerto Rico 
was one of the first victims of the 
opening drive of North American im-

Under this arrangement, the U.S. 
proceeded to exploit Puerto Rico in 
a manner that surpassed the wildest 
hopes of the island's previous Spanish 
masters. 

In 1899, Puerto Ricans owned 93 
percent of the existing farms and es
tates in Puerto Rico. Under U. S. rule, 
however, North American sugar, to
bacco, ap.d fruit trusts began to ruth
lessly concentrate Puerto Rican land 
in their own hands. 

Maldonado-Denis quotes a study 
showing that by the 1930s, "60 per 
cent of the sugar production was con
trolled by four large absentee corpor
ations, and the same could be said of 
tobacco ( 80 per cent), public services 
and banks (60 per cent), and mari
time lines ( 100 per cent)." 

American companies created a vast 
layer of agricultural proletarians by 
driving farmers off their lands. At the 

mercy of the American growers, and 
faced with terrible unemployment, 
these workers labored for wages that 
in 1926 were as low as 75 cents a 
day in the cane fields, 50 cents a 
day in the coffee plantations, and 8 
centS an hour in the fruit yards. In 
that year, the average income per fam
ily was between $250 and $275. 

The Nationalist Party, formed in 
1922, continued the revolutionary tra
ditions of Betances by fighting against 
these conditions. Pedro Albizu Cam
pos, who became its president in 1930, 
is one of the heroic figures of the 
Puerto Rican national independence 
struggle. 

Roosevelt's 'raw deal' 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt revealed 

the real nature of the New Deal in 
his treatment of the Puerto Rican Na
tionalist Party. As Maldonado-Denis 
puts it, "In fact, imperialism, the Achil
les' heel of the liberals, was never 
so clearly vulnerable to attack as it 
was under Roosevelt." 

After Colonel E. Frances Riggs, the 
colonial chief of police, was assassi
nated on Feb. 23, 1936, in reprisal 
for his role in the murder of four 
nationalists in the Massacre of Rio 
Piedras, FDR launched a vicious drive 
against the Nationalist Party and its 
supporters. 

FDR's secretary of the interior, Har
old Ickes, obtained indictments 
against Campos and other Nationalist 
Party leaders from a U.S. grand jury, 
which charged them with sedition and 
"conspiracy to overthrow the govern
ment of the United States by force 
and violence." A jury composed of 
ten North Americans and only two 
Puerto Ricans convicted Campos and 
his comrades to terms of up to 15 
years in an Atlanta prison. 

The legal persecution was coupled 
with further physical violence. On 
March 21, 1937, U. S.-sponsored po
lice attacked a nationalist demonstra
tion in Ponce killing and wounding 
many in the infamous Ponce Mas
sacre. 

FDR's drive to isolate and suppress 
the nationalists must be viewed in the 
context of his preparations for World 
War II. Just as within the U.S., where 
his administration persecuted antiwar 
militants and trade unionists (such 
as the Socialist Workers Party and the 
Minneapolis Teamster leaders) who 
opposed his war drive, Roosevelt 
wanted no opposition in his colonial 
possessions. 

Roosevelt also collaborated with 
Luis Munoz Marin to found the Pop
ular Democratic Party (PPD) in 1938. 
This party, led by the son of Luis 
Munoz Rivera, pledged to "defer" the 
struggle for -independence until after 
essential improvements had been 
made in the economic conditions of 
Puerto Rico under U.S. tutelage. 

The PPD ruled from the election of 
1940 through 1968. It was as much 
an instrument of U. S. colonial rule 
in Puerto Rico as the rigged jury that 
jailed Pedro Albizu Campos. 

The reign of the PPD ushered in 
a new stage in the U.S. domination 
of the island. Rexford Tugwell was 
the third Roosevelt-appointed colonial 
governor of the island, and the last 
U.S. governor. He presided over a 
new approach to the exploitation of 
Puerto Rico by U.S. capital, finally 
launched as Operation Bootstrap in 
1948- a forerunner of such schemes 
as the Alliance for Progress. 

Under Operation Bootstrap, the 
U.S., with the cooperation of Munoz's 
PPD, sought to make it appear that 
it was industrializing Puerto Rico and 
granting independence to the island. 



u.s. colonialism 
The exploitation of Puerto Rico, 

however, was in no way ended 
through these superficial changes. The 
increased industrialization broug~ t no 
significant improvement to the life of 
the Puerto Rican people; the changes 
in legal relationship to the U.S. did 
not in any way end the imperialists' 
total domination of the island. 

The factors encouraging industrial
ization are outlined by Maldonado
Denis: a decline in Puerto Rican agri
culture that produced a vast increase 
in unemployment and a rise of an 
urban proletariat (as well as a vast 
migra.tion to the. U.S.), a series of 
tax exemptions that were a direct sub
sidy to foreign business investments, 
and a politically docile regime backed 
up by U.S. military resources. 

This led to a situation where, for 
example, in 1967 a U.S. firm in Puer
to Rico made an average profit of 
24 percent. The Wall Street Journal 
described the benefits of investment 
in Puerto Rico as follows in 1966: 
"The alarming rate of unemployment, 
which is estimated at between 12 and 
30 per cent, is helping to attract in
dustries from the United States to 
Puerto Rico at what can be consid
ered a record rate, given the labor 
shortage which affects our country. 
On the one hand, personal and prop
erty taxes, not to mention excise taxes 
and license payments, are suspended 
often for a period of up to seventeen 
years, depending on the company's 
product and on how much it helps 
the industrialization of the area. In 
addition, the Puerto Rican government 
grants generous subsidies for every
thing, from transportation to training." 

These policies led to a constant 
drainage of wealth from Puerto Rico. 
In 1965, the net outflow from the 
island was $212-million. 

Profits like these provide the real 
guide to U.S. intentions for Puerto 
Rico. Independence for the island 
would mean an end to the terrible 
exploitation of the island, an end to 
the systematic pillage of this fifth-larg
est market for U.S. goods. 

It is in this context that the U.S .. 
decision to grant Commonwealth sta
tus to Puerto Rico must be understood. 
This was not a move designed to 
threaten U. S. imperialism. It was a 
move designed to disguise the func
tioning of that system. 

It was President Truman who took 
the initiative to grant Commonwealth 
status to Puerto Rico. In 1950, the 

U. S. Congress passed Public Law 
600, which provided for a constitu
tional convention in Puerto Rico to 
draw up the laws of the new Common
wealth. However, just as with the ear
lier Foraker and Jones acts through 
which the U.S. ruled the island, the 
new constitution would have to be 
approved by the U. S. Congress. 

Independenfistas opposed the pro
posal for such a constitution and the 
"popular" referendum that was sup
posed to approve it before it was sub
mitted for passage to the Yankee Con
gress. In Oct. and Nov. of 1950, a 
nationalist upsurge across the island' 
was crushe<. by Governor Mufioz Ma
rin, who with Tugwell's retirement had 
become the first Puerto Rican gover
nor of the island in 1948. On Nov. 1, 
1950, nationalists Oscar Collazo and 
Griselio Torresola made an attempt 
on the life of U.S. President Truman. 

Marin launched a witch-hunt against 
the independence fighters. The victims 
of this drive included Pedro Albizu 
Campos, who was sentenced to 56 
years in prison. In 1965, the leader 
of the Nationalist Party died in a 
U. S. prison. 

After this witch-hunt, a plebiscite not 
surprisingly approved the new con
stitution and led to the formation of 
the Commonwealth in 1952. ·The in
dependentistas refused to participate 
in this referendum. 

Maldonado-Denis thus depicts the es
sential continuity of U. S. colonialism 
in Puerto Rico, even though this rule 
has been cloaked in different guises 
to suit North American political ne
cessity. He also points out the con
tinuity of the revolutionary tradition 
in Puerto Rico. Particularly through 
the student movement, the fight for 
Puerto Rican independence has re
vived in the struggles of the 1960s 
and 1970s against the U.S. drafting 
of Puerto Rican youth for the hated 
war in Vietnam, the struggles against 
the U.S. Navy's bombing of the is
land of Culebra, and the struggles of 
Puerto Rican students for greater con
trol over their universities. 

The concluding portion of this book 
is perhaps the most valuable for to
day's radicals. In his epilogues, Mal
donado-Denis provides a rich account 
of how the struggle against U. S. rule 
is unfolding. He gives information 
about some of the parties and organi
zations involved in these efforts. Fi
nally, he supplies a brief essay on 
the Puerto Ricans who have been 
forced to emigrate to the U. S. 

One expression of The Militant's opposition to the U. 5.-backed suppression of the 
October 1950 Puerto Rican nationalist insurrection was ·this drawing by Laura Grey, 
which appeared in our Nov. 13, 1950 issue. 
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Not socialist, not a P-artY. 

Social democrats 
hold nat'l convention 
By DAVE FRANKEL 
NEW YORK, Jan. 2- Social Demo
crats, USA, was the new name 
adopted by the Socialist Party-Demo
cratic Socialist Federation ( SP-DSF) 
at its convention here Dec. 29-31. 

The name change was motivated 
by the desire of the majority of the 
organization to remove any idea that 
they were counterposing their own or
ganization to the Democratic Party. 
Those favoring the change also 
argued that the term "socialist" had 
become "hopelessly identified in the 
public mind with the Communist 
world." 

Michael Harrington, a former na
tional chairman of the Socialist Par
ty and the author of The Other Amer
ica and Socialism, led a minority of 
about one-third of the delegates at the • 
convention in opposing the name 
change. 

Harrington charged that the major
ity of the party was intent on sever
ing its links to socialist tradition and 
theory "in an attempt to become more 
acceptable to the American people and 
the American trade unions .... " He 
feared that the move could "result in 
our giving up our socialist content." 

The division evidenced in the de
bate over the name was present 
throughout the convention. The main 
resolution warned against any lessen
ing of anticommunist fervor, and con
demned the "neo-isolationism" of those 
who favor total U.S. withdrawal from 
Southeast Asia, troop cuts in Europe, 
and a slashed defense budget. It char
acterized the U.S. as the center ofthe 
world struggle for freedom and 
stressed the importance of maintaining 
a strong NATO alliance in Europe. 

Written by Tom Kahn, executive as
sistant to AFL-CIO President George 
Meany, the document also condemned 
the "McGovern take-over" of the 
Democratic Party. It supported the 
purge of the "New Politics forces" the 
right wing of the party has under
taken. 

The grouping headed by Har
rington shares the majority's disdain 
for the current radicalization and the 
independent movements associated 
with it. They criticized the majority 
resolution from the standpoint of sup
port to McGovern and a more so
phisticated brand of anticommunism. 

The Harrington group urged unity 
between the Meany wing of the labor 
bureaucracy and the forces that 
backed McGovern and deplored some 
of the cruder pronouncements on for
eign policy in the majority document. 
While disavowing any opposition to 
Meany, Harrington complained that 
the proposed program failed to men
tion the different currents within the 
labor bureaucracy. 

Despite the fact that the convention 
met during the drastically escalated 
bombing of North Vietnam, neither 
Harrington's group nor the majority 
gave this issue a major part of their 
attention. A member of the Harring
ton group did propose a special reso
lution condemning the bombing. The 
resolution, however, was shunted to 
the final session of the convention on 
Dec. 31, and was eventually referred 
to the incoming national committee. 

The majority reaffirmed its position 
that the war in Vietnam was due to 
North Vietnamese aggression and 
called for a negotiated settlement that 
would preserve the division of Viet
nam. 

Although the Social Democrats_ pride 
themselves on their commitment to 
democracy, their convention was 
hardly the best model in this regard. 
The main resolution was made avail
able for the first time at 1:30 a.m. of 

the day it was to be voted on. An 
appeal by the Harrington group that 
the adoption of a program be delayed 
to allow .discussion on it was rejected. 

Hugh Cleland, a professor at the 
State University of New York at Stony 
Brook, complained that there had 
been no organized discussion prior to 
the convention. Cleland charged that 
after being refused the use of the SP
DSF membership list to send out a 
mailing on their views, members of 
Harrington's caucus were told to sub
mit material to an internal discussion 
bulletin, which was then not circulated 
until the convention. 

The Social Democrats maintain that 
the merger last March of the Socialist 
Party and the Democratic Socialist 
Federation has put new life into their 
moribund organization. It would ap
pear, ho•.vever, that their public claim 
of 18,000 members is an exag
geration, since one speaker at the con
vention mentioned that each delegate 
there was representing seven people. 
(About 110 delegates were present.) 

Total attendance at the convention 
was about 200. The majority of those 
present appeared to be in their thirties 
and forties, and about one-quarter 
were older. While this reporter was 
present, there were two Blacks in. the 
convention hall. 

If the merger with the DSF did little 
to revive the social democracy, it was 
one more sign of its evolution to the 
right. The DSF traces its lineage back 
to a split in the Socialist Party in 
1936. At that time the Norman Thom
as leadership of the SP, under the 
pressure of the massive radicalization 
then going on, began to adopt anti
capitalist and anti-imperialist rhetoric. 

This caused a conflict with the par
ty's right wing, which also opposed 
the SP' s election campaigns on the 
grounds that they served as a bar
rier between it and the liberal wing 
of the Democratic Party. When Thom
as called for an all-inclusive Socialist 
Party, one that would include revolu
tionaries, the right wing split, only to 
return 36 years later, its original fears 
set to rest. 

The youth group of the former SP
DSF, the Young People's Socialist 
League, held its convention Dec. 26-
28, immediately preceding that of the 
SP-DSF. Although in most countries 
the youth groups of social democratic 
parties tend to be to the left of their 
more thoroughly housebroken elders, 
such was not the case here. 

About 75 people attended tl;le YPSL 
convention. Not only did they adopt 
the same general program as that 
presented to the SP-DSF gathering, but 
they even outdid their mentors. A mo
tion allowing the radical press 
to cover their convention was narrow
ly passed by the SP-DSF, while the 
YPSL, which allowed the capitalist 
press to cover its convention, barred 
reporters from The Militant and the 
Daily World. 

Michael Harrington Fred W. McDarrah 
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In Review 
Mozambique 
A lute Continua. Produced and 
·narrated by Robert Van Lierop. 
Cinematography by Robert 
Fletcher. 

In 1971 the first African-Americans 
ever to venture into liberated areas 
in Mozambique were invited there by 
the Mozambique Liberation Front 
(Frelimo) to make this film. A Luta 
Continua, which means "the struggle 
continues," is a documentary of Fre
limo' s struggle for national liberation 
against Portuguese colonialism. 

Mozambique, Angola, Guinea-Bis
sau, and the Cape Verde, Sao Tome, 
and Principe Islands, constitute Portu
gal's African colonial empire. Portu
gal "claimed" these areas in Africa 
in the sixteenth through nineteenth cen
turies, primarily to obtain raw ma
terials for industrial use and Africans 
for the growing slave trade. 

Through still photos and narration, 
A Luta Continua recaptures these as
pects of Mozambique's past. It also 
shows how fierce resistance from the 
na·tive population kept Portugal from 
conquering the interior of Mozam
bique until 1918. 

Today Portugal is encountering 
even stiffer opposition from the na
tive inhabitants. Frelimo, the main 
revolutionary organization, is con
ducting a largely rural armed struggle 
against Portuguese control. So far it 
has succeeded in liberating more than 
one-quarter of the country. Out of the 
total population of 7.5 million people, 
one million live in the liberated sec
tor under Frelimo administration. 

The bulk of the 32-minute film shows 
the. day-~o-day activities of Mozambi
cans in the liberated areas. It explains 
how the guerrillas have set up schools, 
medical centers, and other institutions 
in order to maintain necessary social 
functioning while fighting the Portu
guese invaders. 

Education is one of the main prior
ities of Frelimo. Classrooms are built 
by students and teachers. The teach
ers live, work, and struggle· in the 
bush with the students. And the stu
dents' task is to learn so they can 
teach others the same skills. 

The film shows the role of women 
in the struggle. Van Lierop, who nar
rates it, points out that in 1967 the 
first group of women began full po
litical and military training. Women 
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are shown fighting Portuguese sol
diers and performing medical and oth
er tasks not always thought of as 
women's chores. 

The film illustrates very clearly 
which forces are allied with Portugal 
against the struggle of the Mozambi
cans. It shows how and why South 
Africa plays a major role in fighting 
against the liberation struggle. A lib
erated Mozambique would be a dan
gerous threat to South Africa and 
Rhodesia. Both of these white settler 
regimes have problems'enough trying 
to maintain stable rule against Black 
African majorities in their respective 
states. 

South Africa, moreover, has a 
chronic shortage of labor, and each 
year, with the consent of Portugal, 
takes more than 200,000 Mozambi
cans to work in its diamond and ore 
mines. Currently, South Africa and 
Rhodesia ship cargoes to Europe and 
other destinations through Mozam
bique's ports. This would be impos
sible in a liberated Mozambique. 

Portugal, the poorest country in 
Western Europe, receives heavy mili
tary aid from its NATO allies, includ
ing the U.S. This aid is vitally nec
essary if it is to continue three wars 
in its "overseas provinces" of Mozam
bique, Angola, and Guinea-Bissau. 

Portugal has been fighting these 
wars since 1961, and NATO supplies 
its ally with jeeps, armored vehicles, 
small arms, bombs, planes, napalm, 
and · herbicides. However, fighting 
these colonial wars is still a tremen
dous financial drain on Portugal, 
which spends more than a million 
dollars a day to maintain them. 

In December 1971, Nixon gave Por
tugal a $436-million aid package in 
return for U.S. use of the Azores Is
lands for military purposes. The U.S. 
fully understands that it must keep 
Portugal well armed in its fight 
against the liberation struggles. 

A Luta Continua does a fine job 
in portraying Frelimo' s struggle to 
liberate· Mozambique from Portuguese 
domination and it should be viewed 
by all who seek information about 
the situation there. The film can be 
rented, and those interested should 
contact: Robert Van Lierop, Africa 
Information Service, 112 W. 120 St., 
New York, N.Y. 10027. 

-KARARI NKOMO 

Alrique-Asie 

Pamphlets 
Feminism and Marxism 
Feminism and the Marxist Move
ment by Mary-Alice Waters. Path
finder Press. New York, 1972. 43 
pp. 60 cents. 

"The Marxist movement has always 
ignored the problem of women's liber
ation." 

"Historically, Marxism hasn't recog
nized the oppression of women as a 
sex. It is only concerned with the op
pression of women as workers." 

Are these charges, frequently heard 
within the feminist movement today, 
based on facts? 

The answer is no, says Mary-Alice 
Waters in this pamphlet, whose pur
pose is to "restore the true history of 
Marxism and women's liberation." 

Waters is the editor of The Militant. 
The pamphlet is based on a talk she 
gave at the August 1972 Socialist Ac
tivists and Educational Conference, 
held in Oberlin, Ohio. 

Feminism and the Marxist Move
ment does a particular service by delv
ing into the history of revolutionary 

Chen Pi-Lan, a leader in Chinese Com
munist and feminist movements in 1920's. 

socialists in the United States. Many 
of the leading women fighters of the 
early part of this century-such as 
Mother Jones, Margaret Sanger, Helen 
Keller, and Kate Richards O'Hare
W!!re members of the Socialist Party. 

Waters includes a section on the de
bate within the American SP between 
the revolutionary and right wings 
over the question of the feminist move
ment. She quotes from an article in 
the 1914 New Review, a monthly SP 
magazine, where Louise W. Kneeland 
wrote: 

"To the narrow-minded Socialist 
who ·says: 'Socialism is a working 
class movement for the freedom of 
the working class, with woman 
as woman we have nothing to do,' 
the far-sighted Feminist will reply: 
'The Socialist movement is the only 
means whereby woman as woman can 
obtain real freedom. Therefore I must 
work for it.'" 

Waters zeroes in on the charge that 
socialists in the U.S. did not support 
or work in the suffrage movement. 
The Socialist Party, she asserts, was 
active in fighting to win women's right 
to vote. It organized suffrage demon
strations, sometimes in its own name, 
and SP legislators introduced bills sup
porting the vote for women. In at 
least three states (New York, Nevada, 
and Kansas), she points out, the SP's 
work for suffrage was "probably de
cisive" in winning the vote. 

The pamphlet also contains a rich 

.. --

IWW organizer Elizabeth Gurley Flynn 

description of the role socialists played 
in the fight for women's liberation 
in other countries. This includes how 
the German Social Democrats helped 
organize women into trade unions in 
the nineteenth century; the establish
ment of International Women's Day 
(March 8) by the International So
cialist Women's Congress of 1910; the 
attacks leveled against Alexandra Kol
lontai when the Soviet Union chose 
her as the world'.s first woman ambas
sador; and how revolutionary social
ists led in the development of the 
Chinese feminist movement. 

Throughout the history of the Marx
ist movement, Waters says, the strug
gle around women's demands has 
been an integral part of the fight for 
socialism. 

For example, a 1913 "Morning 
Teach-In on the Woman Question," 
held ·in Petro grad by the Mensheviks 
and Bolsheviks, was one of the actions 
that "laid the basis for the massive 
women's demonstration of March 8, 
1917 ... when the Petrogradwomen 
poured into the streets demanding 
'Bread for our children,' and ' The 
return of our husbands from the 
trenches,'" Waters writes. "The Russian 
Revolution marked its beginnings 
.from that day." 

Mother Jones 

An enormous amount of research 
remains to be done in reconstructing 
the true history of revolutionary so
cialists in the women's liberation strug
gle. Feminism and the Marxist Move
ment provides an inspiring beginning 
in this effort. 

-CINDY JAQUITH 



THE LEFT OPPOSITIOIIIII THE USSR: 

THE CAMPAIGN AGAI ST 'TROTSKYISM' 
The following is the sixth in a series 
of articles on the left opposition in 
the Soviet Union. 

By DAVE FRANKEL 
The paSsage of the revolutionary sit
uation in Germany in the fall of 1923 
without a struggle for power by the 
German Communist Party was a cruel 
blow to the Russian revolution. The 
isolation of the Soviet Union was ac
centuated, and the Soviet working 
class felt the defeat keenly. 

Bukharin admitted at the thirteenth 
congress of the Bolshevik Party in 
May 1924 that the "psychological de
pression" stemming from the German 
defeat "had an extraordinary influence 
on our party ranks." The triumvirate's 
response to this disaster was to try 
to find a scapegoat while minimizing 
the extent of the defeat. 

Although Zinoviev agreed that a 
revolutionary situation existed in Ger
many, he hesitated to support Trotsky 
in urging that an insurrection be pre
pared. As the president of the Com
munist International, he sanctioned 
the cancellation of the uprising. 

Stalin never believed the situation 
in Germany was ripe for revolution. 

role in converting the Comintern into 
a pliable instrument of the Soviet bu
reaucracy. 

Furthermore, Trotsky saw no point 
in replacing Brandler when none of 
the other leaders of the German Com
munist Party had proved to be any 
better: The reality was that Stalin and 
Zinoviev were at least as guilty as 
Brandler. 

What was required was a discussion 
that could draw the political lessons 
of the defeat in Germany and help 
to prevent its recurrence. Instead of 
such an analysis, the role of the Com
intern leaders was whitewashed and 
the magnitude of the defeat discounted. 

In January 1924 Zinoviev declared, 
"The Executive Committee of the Com
munist International must say to you 
that should similar events repeat them
selves, we would do the very same 
thing in the very same situation." 

"This promise," remarked Trotsky, 
"had the earmarks of a threat." 

By April 1924 the Comintern leader
ship was able to refer to the historic 
defeat of the German revolution as 
"only an episode." And, by the time 
of the fifth congress of the Comintern 
in June 1924 Zinoviev blandly report-

lenin's funeral, Jan 27, 1924. lenin died shortly after the defeat in Germany 

When the majority of his colleagues 
came to the opposite conclusion, he 
went along. But at the end of July 
he wrote to Bukharin and Zinoviev 
that "if power in Germany were, so 
to speak, to fall to the street and the 
communists picked it up, it would end 
in failure and collapse." Stalin's tac
tical prescription was that "the Ger
mans should be restrained and not 
spurred on." 

Zinoviev was more interested in 
avoiding censure than in drawing the 
lessons of the German defeat. Hein
rich Brandler, the head of the German 
Communists, was denounced· as an 
opportunist, and Zinoviev called for 
removing him from his post. 

Zinoviev also attempted to use the 
German defeat in the factional battle 
against Trotsky. Radek and Piatakov, 
both prominent oppositionists, had 
been in Germany as representatives 
of the Comintern and had supported 
Brandler' s timid policy. Zinoviev 
made the most of this fact, along with 
Trotsky's opposition to the demotion 
of Brandler. 

While he recognized Brandler' s 
weaknesses, Trotsky believed that the 
different parties in the C(}mintern 
would have to develop their own lead
ership and learn from their own mis
takes. If they failed to do this they 
would be worthless as revolutionary 
organizations. Thus, Trotsky opposed 
appointing leaders from Moscow, 
a practice that played such a large 
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ed, ''We expected the German revolu
tion but it did not come." He con
cluded that the Comintern had "over
estimated" the situation. 

Lessons of October 
Zinoviev, with the support of Stalin 

and Kamenev, was extending to the 
Comintern the practices the triumvir
ate used inside the Bolshevik Party. 
The needs of the .revolutionary move
ment were subordinated to the needs 
of a narrow circle of leaders. 

Meanwhile, the debate inside the Bol
shevik Party had been officially ended 
and the left opposition branded as 
a "petty bourgeois deviation from Len
inism." The triumvirs claimed to speak 
as the authentic voice of Bolshevism, 
in contrast to Trotsky, whom they 
branded as a semi-Menshevik. 

In September 1924 Trotsky wrote 
a preface to a new volume of his 
speeches and articles from 1917. This 
essay, the "Lessons of October," de
molished the myth of Trotsky's "Men
shevism." 

It recalled the opposition of Zino
viev and Kamenev to the October in
surrection, and it argued that the rea
son the German revolution had not 
occurred in 1923 was not because 
the Comintern had "overestimated" the 
situation, but because the German 
Communists had not been adequately 
prepared. 

The parties of the Comintern, 
Trotsky wrote, had to assimilate the 

experience of the Bolsheviks in 1917 
if they expected to be prepared for 
revolutionary. crises in their own coun
tries. 

The response to this article of less 
than 70 pages was furious. By turn
ing to the historical record Trotsky 
had vindicated himself against all the 
slanders that had been heaped upon 
him, called into question the leader
ship of the triumvirate, and given his 
analysis of the German events and 
the policy of the Comintern. 

Throughout the fall and winter of 
1924 the campaign against "Trotsky
ism" reached a new crescendo. Articles 
in the newspapers, in theoretical mag
azines, and in internal party bulletins 
vied for attention with resolutions from 
local party organizations and speech
es by party leaders. All denounced 
the evils of "Trotskyism" -a phenom
enon that was invented, as Zinoviev 
later admitted, solely for the purposes 
of the factional struggle against 
Trotsky. 

The campaign against Trotsky at 
the end of 1924 also marked the first 
time that history was systematically 
falsified to serve as a weapon in the 
factional struggle within the Bolshe
vik Party. Timidly at first, and then 
with growing brazenness, Trotsky's 
role in the revolution and in the civil 

. war was belittled, distorted, and even
tually almost eradicated. 

But the campaign of the party ap
paratus centered on Trotsky's theory 
of permanent revolution. This theory 
simply stated that the capitalist sys
tem could no longer carry out the 
tasks originally accomplished during 
the capitalist revolutions of the seven
teenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth cen
turies: land reform, the conquest of 
national independence for colonies 
and semicolonies, and the establish
ment of stable democratic regimes. 

If the tasks associated with the ris~ 
of capitalism could only be carried 
out through the socialist revolution 
in the less-developed countries, then 
there was no basis for a capitalist 
stage to the revolutions in those coun
tries. This was the theory, advanced 
by Trotsky in relation to Russia in 
1906, that was proved correct in 
1917. 

This theory, which showed that it 
was necessary to make socialist rev
olutions in countries where industry 
remained only partially developed, al
so explained the necessity for the rev
olution to be completed on an inter
national scale. Marxists had always 
seen the struggle for socialism as an 
international battle, and the construc
tion of a socialist society was always 
seen in terms of the cooperation of 
advanced, industrialized -countries. A 
backward agricultural country would 
be even more in need of collaboration 
with industrialized ones. 

Socialism in one country 
Kamenev argued that "if Trotsky's 

theory had proved correct, then it 
would mean that the Soviet power 
had long ago ceased to exist. Ignoring 
the peasantry and not giving any con
sideration to the decisive question of 
the alliance of the proletariat and the 
peasantry, this theory of 'permanent 
revolution' places the workers' gov
ernment in Russia in exclusive and 
complete dependence on the immedi
ate proletarian revolution in the West." 
Trotsky was portrayed as an adven
turist intent on involving the Soviet 
Union in dangerous schemes to ex
tend the revolution. 

Trotsky vacationing in .Sukhum, on the 
Black Sea. Trotsky was en route there 
when he learned of lenin's death. Stalin 
falsely wired that Trotsky would not b.e 
able to reach Moscow in time for the 
funeral and urged him to continue his 
trip. 

But the triumvirate needed a pos
itive alternative to answer Trotsky's 
analysis. Stalin enunciated such an 
alternative for the first time in De
cember 1924 -the theory of socialism 
in one country. 

In essence, Stalin's theory was that 
. socialism could be built in the USSR 
regardless of the course of the Euro
pean revolution. Although he admit
ted the possibility of foreign interven
tion destroying this work, his theory 
served as· a rationalization for sub
ordinating the interests of the world 
revolution to the immediate needs of 
Soviet diplomacy. 

The real debate was not simply be
tween the theories being advanced, but 
between the policy of revolutionary 
internationalism advocated ~y Trot
sky and the policy of narrow-minded 
nationalism represented by Stalin and 
the bureaucracy that stood behind 
him. 

The bureaucrats concern with secur
ing their own positions, the conserva
tive outlook of the peasantry, the dis
appointment of the workers and the 
ranks of the party at the defeat of 
the German revolution- all these cur
rents merged with the general exhaus
tion produced by years of superhu
man effort. 

Stalin's theory of national self-suf
ficiency grew in this soil. To many. it 
seemed to promise a respite from the 
turmoil of world politics and the op
portunity to concentrate on building 
a new society. 

At first, however, Stalin's new the
ory passed almost unnoticed. It was 
only in the spring of 1925 that Bu
kharin elaborated it, and in April 
1925 it was included in a resolution 
adopted· at the fourteenth party con
ference. Although Zinoviev and Ka
menev voted for the resolution, they 
hesitated to support the new theory 
and raised objections. 

The fear that Trotsky would dis
credit them and assume the leader
ship of the party was the glue that 
held the triumvirate together. But now 
the left opposition had been largely 
isolated. Many hundreds of its sup
porters had been driven out of the 
party, and others had been transferred 
to isolated posts. across the USSR. 
In January 1925 Trotsky himself had 

Continued on page 22 

21 



... bombings 
Continued from page 3 
advanced aircraft for the defense of 
the people of Vietnam. 

But Moscow and Peking continue 
to supply Hanoi with only the most 
minimal and largely obsolete military 
aid. 

At the same time the two powerful 
workers states refuse to take part in 
helping to build a unified international 
antiwar movement. The protests of 
the last two weeks show more clearly 
than ever before the potential for 
building a world antiwar movement. 
There are few places on the earth 
where people are not bitterly angry 
at the deceitful and barbarous war 
policies of the Nixon administration. 

These peoples could be welded into 
a mighty antiwar movement that 
could exert tremendous pressure on 
Washington, not simply to «i.nd the 
bombing north of the twentieth par
allel, but to end all the bombing and 
get out of Southeast Asia. That re
mains the pressing task of all who 
oppose the war. 

... world 
Continued from page 5 
issued a mild statement to the effect 
that the renewed bombings would 
have a detrimental effect on China's 
relations with the U. S. 

The bureaucrats in Moscow leaked 
a report that Soviet Communist Party 
head Leonid Brezhnev would post
pone his visit to the U.S. planned for 
the spring if the bombing was not 
halted. This was reported from Mos
cow by Victor Louis of the London 
Evening News, who is regarded as 
a mouthpiece for the Soviet bureau
crats. 

By failing to come to the defense 
of the Vietnamese in any more than 
a routine fashion, the Kremlin and 
Peking rulers are telling Nixon- as 
they have many times in the past
that as far as they are concerned he 
is free to resume the bombing with 
impunity in the future. 

A report from The Times of Lon
don, reprinted in the Dec. 30 New 
York Times, described the speech 
made by National Liberation Front 
Foreign Minister Nguyen Thi Binh 
at a meethig in Peking Dec. 29. Em-

phasizing the importance of interna
tional support for the Vietnamese, 
Binh "recalled that millions of the Chi
nese people had taken to the streets 
in the past to demonstrate support 
for the Vietnamese Communists." The 
demonstration to receive Binh in Pe
king, however, was only 10,000. In 
her speech she stressed U.S. imperi
alism's fear of increased international 
support for the Vietnamese. 

The recent outburst of international 
protest against the bombings and the 
diplomatic isolation of the U.S. war
makers were certainly a major fac
tors in persuading Nixon to order a 
temporary halt to the bombing above 
the twentieth parallel in Vietnam. 
These protests demonstrated the po
tential power of international mass 
protests to stay the hand of the U.S. 
imperialists and the need to continue 
to organize such actions. 

... scientists 
Continued from page 5 
the annual convention of the AAAS 
in Washington, D. C., held an antiwar 
rally during the convention. The ral
ly made public a letter to Nixon 
signed by 250 antiwar scientists, in
cluding three Nobel laureates. It asks: 
"Can we scientists meet in Washington 
and ignore the fact that our national 
Administration is launching from this 
city the most massive air attacks in 
history?" It concludes, "We must speak 
out, as Americans, as scientists, 
against this outrageous misuse of the 
fruits of science for death and destruc
tion." 

Another professional meeting, the 
American Philosophical Association, 
Eastern Division, passed a resolution 
in Boston Dec. 27 charging Nixon 
with "carrying out a brutal and in
human war against the Vietnamese 
people." 

At still another professional conven
tion, that of the Modern Language 
Association, several members con
ducted a silent protest against the 
bombing by standing with antiwar 
placards during a speech by a Nixon 
appointee. 

On Dec. 31 the New York Times 
carried an ad paid for by 151 edi
torial employees of the reactionary 
New York Daily News, urging Nixon 
to make peace in Vietnam "without 

further delay." The Daily News had 
refused to print the ad. 

These widespread protests from such 
varied sectors of American society 
show the potential for substantial fu
ture antiwar actions. 

... abortion 
Continued from page 9 

From the standpoint of the welfare 
and rights of women, also, adoption 
cannot be a substitute for the right 
to abortion. Abortion is a method 
of birth control; adoption is not. For 
many women the prospect of carrying 
a pregnancy to term and then giving 
up for adoption what has become a 
baby is a grievous torture. Women 
know that in this society children giv
en up for adoption have a slim chance 
of receiving adequate care. 

Added to this psychological suffer
ing is the economic hardship preg
nancy imposes on the majority of 
women. Medical costs mount when a 
woman is pregnant, while her earn
ing capacity plummets. Pregnancy of
ten means being fired from your job, 
and what employer will hire a preg
nant woman? Perhaps the father will 
support you, perhaps not. 

Family pressure often forces unwed 
pregnant women to leave town or hide 
their pregnancy in other ways. Poorer 
women are often driven to welfare. 
These considerations may not seem 
very pressing to Eunice Shriver, but 
for many women the problems of 
keeping a roof over their head and 
food on the table are a daily concern. 

Unwanted pregnancy and childbirth 
can disrupt, and even irreparably 
damage, a woman's life. Among high 
school wom~n, for example, pregnan
cy is a major cause of expulsions 
and dropouts. 

It is utter slander to say that wom
en who choose to have abortions do 
not "believe in life," as Shriver would 
have us believe. It is precisely a con
cern for real, living people- their own 
lives and the fate of their children 
-that motivates many women to seek 
abortions. 

The rig.llt to abortion means enhanc
ing women's control over their repro
ductive lives. That control means the 
freedom to make conscious decisions 
affecting the quality of their lives and 

of the lives of the people they live 
with. It means a reduction in the un
necessary misery women and unwant
ed children face in this society. 

~ . ' ... s1gn now 
Continued from page l 0 

nam with total destruction if an ac
cord to Nixon's liking is not reached. 
The same threat remains in force if, 
under the terms of an accord, the .sit- , 
uation should develop adversely for 
the Saigon regime. 

Nixon has made "one thing perfectly 
clear"- the U. S. does not intend to 
withdraw from Vietnam, under the 
"nine points" or any other accord. 

Nixon intends to insist on the main
tenance of the Saigon regime, with 
or without particular figures like 
Thieu. The U. S. will back up that 
regime with massive military assis
tance, and will continue to intervene 
directly if that regime is threatened. 
It wants language in the accord that 
will give it "legal" cover to do so. 

Thus "Nixon's latest moves" do not 
confirm the correctness of the "Sign 
Now" position, as the Guardian as
serts, but highlight the dangers of that 
position. Support of the nine points 
disarms the antiwar movement by fail
ing to mobilize opposition to Washing-

: ton's real aims, which, with or with
out an accord, remain to impose its 
will on Vie.tnam through force and 
the threat of force. 

... opposition 
Continued from page 21 
been forced to resign from his po
sitions as president of the Revolution
ary Military Council and as commis
sar of war. 

As a result of the isolation of the 
opposition, the year 1925 saw a rel
ative lull in the struggle within the 
party and the development of a rift 
within the triumvirate. At issue were 
precisely those questions raised by the 
left opposition- the danger in relying 
on the rich peasants in the country
side, and the need for an internation- · 
alist perspective as opposed to the 
theory of socialism in one country. 
These developments will be discussed 
in the next article. 
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Soviet Union, and the Eastern European countries 
in their struggle for socialist democracy against 
the privileged ruling bureaucrats. 

We believe that only the action of masses of 
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on every continent who share our goals and political 
beliefs. 

We think the world can be changed. If you think 
so too, join us. Join the YSA. 

I would like more information about the YSA. 
I want to join the YSA. 

Name ___________________________ ___ 

Address--~--------------------------------

C ity ________ State -------Zip ----

YSA, P. 0. Box 471 Cooper Station, N.Y .. N.Y. 10003 

Enclosed is $] for 3 mos. ofthe ISR. 
Send me 1 year of the ISR for $5. 

Name----------------

Address---------------------

City-----------

State Zip ~--
International Socialist Review, 14 
Charles lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 

Calendar and classified ad rates: 75 
cents per line of 56-character-wide type
wriHen copy. Display ad rates: $10 per 
column inch ($7.50 if camera-ready ad 
is enclosed). Payment must be included 
with ads. The Militant is published each 
week on Friday. Deadlines for ad copy: 
Friday, one week preceding publication, 
for classified and display ads; Wednes
day noon, two days preceding publica
tion, for calendar ads. Telephone: (212) 
243-6392. 
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\ THE MILITANT 
Black sailor convicted in Kitty Hawk case 
By LESLIE DORK 
SAN DIEGO, Jan. 2- The first court
martial of a Black sailor from the 
USS Kitty Hawk on charges 
stemming from an incident last Oct. 
12 ended today. Hiram Davis, 20, 
of Los Angeles was acquitted of one 
charge each of riot and assault and 
convicted on the charge of unlawful 
apprehension. 

The conviction rested solely on the 
testimony of one witness, Larry Gib
son, a white sailor aboard the Kitty 
Hawk who claims he saw Davis re
peatedly strike Douglas Recker in the 
face while another sailor held him 
against a bunk. 

Twenty Black sailors stillfacecourts
martial on charges of rioting and as
sault. No charges were leveled against 
white sailors. 

Davis's civilian attorney, Alex 
Langdon, from the American Civil 
Liberties Union, based his defense on 
Gibson's testimony. Recker, the alleged 
victim, claimed he did not know 
whether he had been hit at all during 
the incident. Davis testified that "Recker 
was hysterical. I just said to him to 
'keep cool,' everything was going to 
be all right." 

It was obvious to observers in the 
courtroom that the military judge, 
Captain Bryant, was going out of his 
way to assist the prosecution. He re
fused a defense motion that the charges 
be dropped because Davis had been 
denied a speedy trial, even though 
the defense proved that a Christmas 
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party had been held in the courtroom 
the day Davis was scheduled to go to 
trial. 

Captain Bryant also granted the 
government a delay because one of 
their witnesses had been "mistakenly" 
granted liberty, even though ample 
time was allowed for the government 
to have its witnesses present. 

Davis's conviction is consistent with 
the Navy's racist practices. Although 
the unlawful apprehension charge was 
leveled only a couple of weeks ago, 
he was restrained on board the Kitty 
Hawk from Oct. 17 to Nov. 7. He 
was confined in the brig from Nov. 
7 to Dec. 6 and restrained on the 
base until Dec. 20. 

During this time he was deprived 
of his flight pay, which comes to about 
$65 a month. His conviction means 
demotion in rank and a cut in pay. 
In addition, he would have been up 
for promotion soon, but it will now 
be very difficult for him to get one 
with a federal conviction on his record. 

A spokesman for the Black Service
man's Caucus, a group organized in 
San Diego to combat racism in the 
Navy, stated, "This is an example of 
institutional racism. The Navy 
wouldn't be racist if the government 
wasn't. Davis was clearly innocent. 
They want to make him an example 
for the other ones coming up." 

At a press conference called by the 
Black Serviceman's Caucus Dec. 27, 
three of the sailors charged with riot 

By RONALD LOCKETT 
DETROIT-On Dec. 17 at approx
imately 1:45 a.m., 12 members of 
the Shrine of the Black Madonna of 
the Black Christian Nationalist 
Church of Detroit were returning home 
from an African-style wedding in sev
eral cars. 

The group included three Black min
isters, two of their wives, two radio 
disc jockeys, and members of a church 
youth group. 

The church members, dressed in Af
rican garb, were stopped by an un
marked police car. A uniformed po
lice officer issued one of the drivers, 
Masa Karega Kenyatta, a traffic ci- · 
tation. When Kenyatta inquired about 
the reason for the citation, police 
slammed him against the patrol car, 
clubbed him in the face, arid stomped 
on him. 

Other church members witnessing 
the beating of Kenyatta were not per
mitted to assist him and were warned 

By CINDY JAQUITH 
DEC. 30- The gap between the in
comes of male and female workers 
widened in 1970, reports the head 
of the Labor Department's Women's 
Bureau. 

In a speech to the American Associ
ation for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS) this week, Elizabeth Duncan 
Koontz said that in 1970, women 
working full time earned 57 percent 
of what men made. In 1955, by con
trast, women were taking home 64 
percent of the pay earned by men. 

In recent years, the income gap has 
fluctuated. Women received 58.2 per
cent of men's incomes in 1968 and 
60.5 percent in 1969. 

and assault, James Allen, Alfonzo 
Hudson, and Perry Mason, gave some 
examples of what Blacks have to live 
with in the Navy. 

' Black sailors are usually assigned 
to work in "the hole." During bad 
weather, whites are the first to receive 
orders to don weatherproof gear. On 
one occasion, a Black sail or on the 
flight deck was never given the order 
and remained soaked and dripping 
at his post. 

Blacks are never allowed to con
gregate in groups of more thart two 
or three. Allen said that if even four 
Black sailors attempted to eat togeth
er, the chief petty officer forced one 
to move. More than three Blacks 
would not be berthed together, and 
there is an on-ship rule that forbids 
visiting among berths. This prevents 
Blacks from meeting and being with 
each other. 

When asked by reporters how they 
felt about the Navy, Allen replied, 
"You get more hardship in the Navy 
than on the streets. You're called 'boy' 
and 'dog'." 

"Everything but the name your 
mother gave you," Mason stated. "The 
Navy's a backstabbing organization. 
... I had to join the Navy to get 
a police record." He added, ''We don't 
believe in one brother being put down 
by anyone. We stand up and voice 
our opinion. It's time for the world 
to know what all brothers and sisters 
want." 

to stay put or be killed by pistol
and shotgun-wielding officers. Police 
apparently panicked and sent an "of
ficer in distress" call. Police cars soon 
flooded the area. 

For attempting to aid Kenyatta, the 
church members were clubbed on the 
head, kicked in the ribs, groin, back, 
and stomach, cursed, and threatened 
with death. 

One of the most seriously injured 
was WCHB Radio disc jockey Masa 
Karega Kenyatta (Fred Goree). Ken
yatta, who was hospitalized, suffered 
a fractured nose, lacerations on the 
forehead, and numerous bruises on 
different parts of his body. One min
ister was quoted as saying, "I never 
thought we would get away from there 
alive." 

Eleven of the 12 church members 
were arrested and taken to a local 
precinct jail. Nine were charged with 
resisting arrest. Both disc jockeys
Kenyatta and Thomas Smith -were 

The complete statistics for 1971 and 
1972 are not yet available. However, 
Koontz did report that in 1971 men 
who had finished only eight years 
of schooling were .earning more than 
women with as much as three years 
of college. 

Koontz told the AAAS meeting that 
"only 7 per cent of the fully employed 
women but 40 per cent of the men 
earned $10,000 or more in 1970." 
At the other end of the income scale, 
she said, 45 percent of women 
working full time took home less than 
$5,000, while only 14 percent of the 
male workers fell in this category. 

Koontz cited the following figures 
for the median annual income of full 

Kitty Hawk sailor gives Black power salute 

charged with assault and battery. 
When brought to Detroit Recorder's 
Court later that morning, the felony 
charges against the nine persons were 
dropped, and the two persons charged 
with assaulting a police officer were 
released on bonds of $1,000 each. 

The Guardians- a Black Detroit po
lice officers organization -condemned 
the unprovoked attack and depicted 
it as retaliation against the Black com
munity for an incident involving the 
wounding of four white police officers 
more than a week ago. 

The incident was not reported in 
the white media but received excellent 
coverage in the Black media. 

Members of Black Christian Nation
alism plan to take action about the 
matter. For further information con
tact: Reverend A. Gil Sherman, Na
tional Public Relations Director, 
13535 Livernois Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
48238. Telephone: (313) 491-0777 or 
875-9700. 

time workers in 1970: white males, 
$9,373; males from oppressed na
tionalities, $6,598; white women, 
$5,490; and women from oppressed 
nationalities, $4,674. 

Thus Black, Chicana, Puerto Rican, 
Asian-American, and Native Ameri
can women suffer the most from the 
lack of equal pay on the job. They 
receive less than 50 percent of the 
wages white male workers earn. 

Koontz also reported that less than 
10 percent of the nation's doctors, 
scientists, dentists, lawyers, and engi
neers are female, while 90 percent of 
the nurses, dieticians, elementary 
school teachers, and librarians are 
women. 




