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-.. The Munich killings--
The deaths of 11 Israeli partici­
pants in the Olympics on Sept. 5 
brought forth a hypocritical up­
roar of indignation from govern­
ment officials and news media in 
capitalist countries around the 
world. The··· purpose of this cam­
paign is to make the criminal look 
like the victim: to make Israel ap­
pear as ·the victim of Arab violence 
rather than the criminal oppres­
sor ofthe Arab peoples. 

Leaving aside for a moment an 
evaluation of the terrorist tactics 
used at Munich, it is imperative 
that all supporters of human 
rights s},rould stand squarely on 
the side of the real victims: the 
Palestinian people who are strug­
gling , to regain their homeland 

\.. 

against the Zionist state of Israel. 
The campaign to whip up anti­

Arab hysteria began immediately 
after the incident, with banner 
headlines condemning "Terror at 
the Olympics" and "Murder in Mu­
nich." President Nixon called the 
guerrillas "international outlaws," 
and a State Department statement 
labeled them "outlaws, brigands, 
murderers and an intolerable af­
front to human society." Democrat­
ic presidential candidate George 
McGovern joined in the chorus, 
].lrging international sanctions 
against Egypt and Lebanon to 
"root out these international out­
laws." 

The entire publicity campaign is 
designed by the capitalist rulers to 

bolster the image cultivated by Is­
rael as a small, defenseless coun­
try at the mercy of the Arab peo­
ple. The reality is the opposite. 

The state of Israel- backed to 
the hilt by U.S. military might­
is based upon the brutal suppres­
sion of three million Palestinian 
Arabs. The Israeli government ex­
pelled hundreds of thousands of 
Arabs from their homeland, ex­
propriated their land and prop­
erty, and condemned them to mis­
erable lives in refugee camps. The 
Israeli state's wars of aggression 
have cost the lives of many thou­
sands of Arab civilians. The "hu­
manitarian" Israeli state tortures 
Arab liberation fighters that it 
captures, uses napalm against 

Arab civilians, and destroys en­
tire villages as .retribution for acts 
of resistance by Palestinian lib­
eration fighters. 

Such Israeli atrocities against 
the Arab people do not produce 
headlines or condemnations from 
capitalist government officials and 
politicians. 

No. The uproar over the killings 
at the Olympics has been con­
sciously manufactured by the im.,. 
perialist powers and the media 
they control in order to try to turn 
public opinion against the Pales­
tinian liberation movement. The 
enormous publicity cannot be ex­
plained simply because the killings 
occurred dramatically at the 

Continued on page 6 
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"A VENGEFUL SENTENCE": That's .what Father Phil­
ip Berrigan and Sister Elizabeth McAlister said about the 
two years handed to the. priest and the year and a day 
handed to the nun Sept. 5 in Harrisburg, Pa., federal 
court by Judge R. Dixon Herman. 

When the government's attempted frame-up of the pair 
and five other antiwar activists fell apart in court last 
spring, the prosecution managed to wrench from the jury 
convictions of Berrigan and McAlister for smuggling letters 
to each other in and out of Lewisburg prison in 1970. 
The Justice Department dismissed all the other elaborate 
and outlandish conspiracy charges against the two and 
their cod~fendants after the pair was sentenced on the 
letters charge Sept. 5. 

Sister McAlister 'and Father Berrigan: 'a vengeful 
sentence' for writing I etters. 

. Berrigan's sentence would run concurrently with the 
rem:aining three years he is presently serving in Danbury 
prison for burning draft files in Catonsville and pouring 
blood on draft files in Baltimore. Should he receive parole 
for the draft board offenses, he would also be paroled 
on the letters conviction. 

Because her sentence exceeds one year, McAlister would 
becorp.e eligible for parole immediately upon her imprison­
ment. 

But attorneys for the two Catholic activists have already 
moved to appeal the convictions on the grounds that the 
law against "contraband" under which they were found 
guilty should not apply to letters. 

PRESIDIO BRASS SUED: Last week's In Brief reported 
the efforts of the brass at the Presidio military base in 
San Francisco to circumvent the Supreme Court's ruling 
in Flower v. U.S. The Flower decision upheld the right 
to leaflet on public streets in military installations. But 
at Presidio, three members of the Central Committee for 
Conscientious Objectors were arrested for such leafletting 
on July 25. Rather than go to court and lose, the Army 
dropped charges and barred the three from returning 
to the base. 

Now the three are suing. On Aug. 31, a group of civil 
liberties attorneys in the Bay Area filed suit seeking in­
junctive relief for the three from further interference with 
their rights. They are asking that the order barring them 
from the base and the regulation under which the three 
were arrested July 25 be declared unconstitutional. A hear­
ing on a preliminary injunction is scheduled for federal 
court Oct. 2. 

CINCINNATI DEFENSE: A Black youth police had at­
tempted to -victimize after a Cincinnati antiwar action 
on Aug. 5 was successfully defended by the movement 
there, according to Militant correspondent Mike Hoffheimer. 
After the demonstration, organized by the Cincinnati Peace 
Coalition, the cops arrested Walter Gaffney. Gaffney lives 
near Washington Park where the action was held, and had 
been attracted to it by the crowd. Cops charged him with 
using obs~enity to an officer. · 

When the youth was arrested, 50. of the 300 demon­
strators marched to the City Hall where they arranged 
for his bail. At the trial on Aug. 24, the sole prosecution 

·witness was· a cop who claimed Gaffney had called him 
a "pig mother fucker." Five defense witnesses swore that 
Gaffney had said no such thing and he was acquitted of 
the charge. 

MORE COLLEGE GRADS: The percentage of Americans 
who have completed at least four years of college rose 
from 4 percent in 1960 to 10.7 percent in 1970, according 

· to the U.S. Census Bureau. 

CHICANOS UNDERREPRESENTED: A survey of five 
states in the Southwest by the College Entrance Examina­
tion }.3oard shows that 144,000 Mexican-Americans were 
undergraduates in the fall of 1971 in these states. The­
figure was up 14 percent from the fall of 19701 but still 
100,000 short of what would be proportionate with the 

college-age population of Ar;izona, California, Colorado, 
New Mexico, and Texas. 

YELLOW THUNDER: About 10 years ago, a Maryland 
tobacco heir named William Zantzinger caned a Black 
woman to death out of sheer perversity and got a six­
month sentence. This case was brought to the attention of 
millions by a song written by Bob Dylan. 

News from Nebraska brirtgs word of a similar case 
today. Two brothers~ Leslie· .and Melvin Hare, have been 
convicted of manslaughter in th~ death of Raymond Yellow 
Thunder. Yellow Thunder, an ()glala Sioux, was seized 
by the Hares and others fr~· no _apparent reason last 
February in Gordon, Neb- 'I'J1e 51-year-old Indian was 
stripped, thrown on the ftO:or at an American Legion 
dance, and beaten. He died of his injuries. Melvin and 
Leslie I:Iare have been given sentences of two years and 
six years, respectively. · 

PLAY ABOUT HOMOSEXUAL LIBERATION: A play 
produced by the New York· Gay Activists Alliance called 
Coming Out will be performed at 8 p.m. at the Washing­
ton Square Methodist Church, 133 W. 4' St., Sept. 7. 
,through Sept. 17, except on Sept. 11. Written by Jonathan 

·-Katz and directed by David Roggensack, the work is 
billed as a "documentary play" about homosexual lib­
eration. 

JOSEPHINE VS. JOSEPH: Josephine Monserrat, a school 
counselor at P. S. 85 in the Bronx, N.Y., responded an­
grily to charges by the city school board that teachers 
are wasting time during their preparation periods. The 
board "doesn't know what it's talking about," she said, 
according to the Sept. 5 New York Times. "A teacher's 
job is very difficult," Monserrat said, arguing that a 
teacher needs to, get out of the classroom every so often. 
"So what if they smoke or have a cup of tea on .their 
prep periods?" she asked. 

Monserrat's husband, Joseph, is head of the school 
board. Reminded that her views are directly opposed to 
his, she said: "Until the members of the Board of Educa-­
tion go into the classroom for a few weeks, they will not 
know what it's like to be a teacher." 

SCHENLEY TO CASH IN ON PAN-AFRICANISM. 
Schenley Industries is going to import some 32,000 cases 
of Moroccan wine. According to the July 29 New York 
Times, the wines will be sweetened and sold in the "pop" 
wine market, i.e., "they are being directed toward the 
black community." 

The wines, which will be given Swahili names, will not 
be sold as Moroccan, but instead as "Authentic African 
Wines of Quality." "Weare aiming for a Pan-African ap­
peal," a spokesman for Schenley's advertising agency is 
quoted as stating. 

SPREADING THE WORD: A predominantly Black col­
lege in Detroit has ordered 1,825 pamphlets from Path­
finder Press. Among the titles requested were "Lenin· as 
Election Campaign Manager," "La Raza Unida Party 
in Texas," and "The Case for an Independent Black 
Party." They also ordered a number of titles on the wom­
en's liberation movement. 

Warren K. Billings 
Warren K. Billing'!, who was framed up with Tom 
Mooney for a bombing in San Francisco in 1916, 

died Sept. 4 at the age of 79. The Mooney-Billings 
defense case was one of the most prominent in 
American labor history. Next week we will carry 
a special feature on Billings. 

HE SHOULD KNOW: The spring 1972 issue of the social­
democratic journal Dissent contains an article by Joseph 
Buttinger on "How We Sank Into Vietnam." Buttinger, 
in addition to being a member of the editorial board 
of Dissent, was also a key figure in the "Indochina lobby." 

In 1954 and early 1955 this lobby successfully pro­
moted Ngo Dinh Diem as an anticommunist "nationalist" 
leader of Vietnam. 

Buttinger also participated in the 14-member executive 
committee of the American Frie~ds of Vietnam. This group 
was formed in 1955· with the objective of committing 
the United States to a massive aid program on Diem's 
behalf. John F. Kennedy and Norrrian Thomas are also 
listed on the letterhead of the American Friends of Viet­
nam. 

Buttinger wrote many of Diem's speeches d!!ring the 
latter's visit to the U.S. in 1957. Unfortunately, he fails 
to inform Dissent readers of these unique qualifications 
for writing a critique of U.S. policy in Vietnam. · 

-LEE SMITH 



The Militant 
gets around ... 
BUNDLE INCREASES TOTAL 
2;500: Supporters all across the coun­
try are going on a campaign this 
fall to increase the circulation of The 
Militant. The subscription drive is one 
aspect of this effort, and single-copy 
sales· the other. 

From our end, we've lowered the 
price for bundle copies from 17 to 
12.5 cents to make it easier for all 
areas to raise their bundles. Now it's 
up to our supporters to get out the 
paper. Many areas- have already re­
sponded to our fall sales campaign, 
and the total increase in bundles so 
far is approaching 2,500. . 

A few increases worth special note 
are: Detroit, from 500 to 700; Cl;li- . 
cago, from 250 to 450; and San 
Francisco and the Oakland/Berkeley 
areas, both from 300 to 450. Most 
areas indicate that this is just the be­
ginning. 

20 OR 25 MILITANTS JUST 
AREN'T ENOUGH: The three-week 
vacation period in August when The 
Militant did not publish presented 
some of our salespeople with a prob­
lem-they ran out of Militants. 

From Catskill, N.Y., a supporter 
writes, "I just had the most satisfy­
ing and fulfilling Saturdays of this 
summer. I had ordered a. bundle of 
25 Militants to last me the three weeks 
that you were going to be on vaca­
tion. The_ response though in Wood­
stock was so good that I sold all 
25 in only two hours. 

So I immediately called your office 
in New York City to get another 
bundle- but' this time one for an 
order of 50 as my wife got encour­
agement from the fast sales and has 
decided to join me in selling the best 
damn newspaper in this capitalist 
country." 

And another salesman from Ar­
lington, Texas, reports, "I received 
my bundle of 20 yesterday and sold 
out in one and a half hours. At one 
point, I hawked six in a period of 
10 minutes inside a lounge. People 
up here in Arlington are really hun­
gry for national and international 
news on the socialist revolutionary 
movement . . . Papers like The 
Militant really help out in radicaliz­
ing a campus. . . . I would appre­
ciate it if you would increase the 
bundle to 35, and we'll see how it 
goes up here." 

THE MILITANT GETS TO AT 
LEAST FIVE NEW PLACES: During 
the last month we've received orders 
for bundles from many places, some 

of them where people are already sell­
ing The Militant and some where The 
Militant has been sold in the past. · 
In addition, at least five new places 
have requested bundles: Allentown, 
Pa.; Alfred, N.Y.; West Warwick, R. 1.; 
Be!blehem, Pa.; and Richmond, Va. 

From one of the places where The 
Militant has been sold for some time 
- Tucson, Ariz. -a supporter writes, 
"I get your paper very often, and 
I think I can sell it or get yoU: very 
many subscriptions. . . . So if' you 
could trust me with around 25 copies, 
I will sell them for you and spread 
the word. . . . P. S. You already send 
issues to my uncle, but I don't think 
enough people are getting the word." 

If you want to spread the word in 
your area, send in the coupon be­
low. The cost for bundle copies is 
now only 12.5 cents each, and we 
bill you once a month. 

-NANCY COLE 

·-----------· 
Please send me a weekly bundle of 
Militants (circle one): 
5 10 25 other 
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In subscription drive 
Bloomington points 
war with head start 
By NANCY COLE 
SEPT. 4 -With almost two weeks to 
go before the subscription drive for 
33,000 new· readers officially begins, 
supporters in Bloomington, Ind., have 
sent in more than 15 percent of their 
350 subscription quota. 

With what can be considered a mod­
est understatement, Dennis Drake from 
Bloomington writes, "Enclosed are 55 
Militant subs and two combination 
Militant and International Socialist Re­
view subs. There seems to be a good 
response to the sub drive." 

Other areas should now be in the 
early stages of organizing their sub­
scription drives. Since the 20-week 
special introductory offer began with 
the first week in September and sub­
scription drive promotional materials 
have been sent out to many areas, we 
expect subscriptions to start coming in 
before the opening date of Sept. 15. 

, ' Areas don't have to wait until cam­
puses open to start the preliminary 
subscription drive activity. Sub get­
ters in Brooklyn have posted the two 
new Militant posters (available from 
the business office, throughout the 
Brooklyn College campus in prepara­
tion for registration, which opens to­
morrow. Then for the rest of the week 
they plan to have literature tables up 
on campus during the day and ·at 
night. 

Subscription efforts this fall will be 
directed primarily to the college cam­
puses and high school~. but areas 
will also sell subscriptions at work 
places. Militant readers are especially 
encouraged to sell subscriptions to 
their co-workers. Already some sup­
porters who are members of the Amer­
ican Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) 

have sold five subscriptions to their 
co-workers in Cleveland. Subscription 
sales will also be oqlanized for move­
ment meetings and demonstrations 
throughout the fall. 

As experiences from past subscrip­
tion drives indicate, the areas that 
have the most success in making their 
quotas start earry and obtain the bulk 
of the subscriptions in the first half 
of the drive. This will be especially 
important this year, since readers who 
subscribe early in the drive will have 
the opportunity to read about the So­
cialist Workers Party presidential ca~­
paign. Many campuses will open in· 
the next few weeks, and this will be 
the best time to organize subscription 
blitzes at registration lines and 
through the dorms. 

The 15 regional and three national 
Young Socialists for Jenness and 
Pulley (YSJP) teams are now being 
organized, and most plan to be out 
on the road selling subscriptions by 
the last week in September. During 
the eight weeks these 18 teams of four 
people each will be touring the coun­
try, they will travel through every 
state except Hawaii and Alaska. 

In addition to selling subscriptions 
and single copies of The Militant, these 
teams will .distribute SWP campaign 
llt~ature, obtain campaign endorsers, 
raise money for the campaign, set 
up meetings for themselves and can­
did-ates or campaign speakers, and 
publicize the upcoming Young Social­
ist national convention. 

A priority in their schedules is visit­
ing areas where YSJP groups are al­
ready established. In addition, they 
plan to help establish many new YSJP 
chapters all across the country this 
fall. · 

. / 

Black strikers in 
Atlanta fight racism· 
By LYNN HENDERSON 
ATLANTA, Sept. 5 -Following in the 
wake of a successful strike more than 
a month ago by predominately Black 
Sears and Roebuck workers, Atlanta 
employers have been hit by a growing 
number of militant strikes. These 
strikes have been organized and led 
by Black workers and have received 
significant support from organizations 
and churches · in the Afro-American 
community. 

As of ·this date, the strikes have 
involved the Mead packaging plant, 
which is the largest box manufactur­
ing plant in the world, employing 
more than 1,400 workers of whom 
more than 70 percent are Black; the 
large Nabisco biscuit plant; the At­
lanta Hospital; and the Martin Luther 
King Memorial Center, another hos­
pital and nursing home. 

While the four strikes have been 
called and organized by their own 
leaderships, they all have important 
characteristics in common with the 
earlier Sears strike and an even earlier 
successful strike at the Holy Family 
Hospital, a Catholic hospital located 
in the Black community. That strike 
was won after the hospital's chief ad­
ministrator was arrested for the sni­
per-shooting and serious wounding of 
a strike leader on the picket line. 

on the job, especially with regard to 
speedup and safety; and arbitrary fir­
ing and disciplinary practices con­
sciously used to intimidate workers. ~ 

In. all the cases where unions al­
ready existed, as at Holy Family Hos­
pital, Sears and Roebuck, Mead, and 
Nabisco, the strikes have taken place 
outside of and in opposition ·to the 
unions. Newly created rank-and-file 
committees have organized and led 
the strikes.-

Without exception, the strikes have 
charged the unions with having a long 
history of failing to represent thework­
ers or their grievances. The most com­
mon terms by striking workers in de­
scribing these unions are "racist," 
"sweethearf' unions. 

AnothE:!r common characteristic of 
these strikes has been the attempt to 
seek the support of the Black com­
munity as a whole in the struggles. 
This has met with some significant 
results, including the involvement of 
a number of Black churches and or­
ganizations such as SCLC (Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference) and 
the Metropolitan Atlanta Summit 
Leadership Conference. 

Over the Labor Day weekend a con­
certed effort was made to smash the 
Mead strike. Mead spent more than 
$2,000 a day on spot announcements 
on television and on Afro-American-The demands in all these strikes 

have centered on racist hiring and oriented radio stations. The announce-
promotion practices; racism on the ments consisted of a combination of 
part of supervisory personnel on the threats, red-baiting, and promises de­
job; working an~ health conditions Continued on poge 22 
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Nixon at San Clemente 

'There will be no limit on air war' 
By DICK ROBERTS 
SEPT. 6- In a hospital in South Viet­
nam's Dinh Tuong province, anAmer­
ican reporter jots down notes on the 
victims of United States bombing 
raids: 

"e A 14;-year-old peasant boy is 
rushed into the emergency room. Half 
of his left arm has been blown away 
and the other half is wrapped in a 
blood-dripping bandage. Three hours 
earlier, he had been walking his fam­
ily's water buffalo in !Jon open field 

. when B-52 bombs rained down near 
by. 

•e Bui Van Si, a 58-year-old rice 
farmer, was cutting rice with 10 other 
men in Sam Giang district several 
weeks ago. About 11 a.m. several 
B-52s dropped bombs in the field. 
Eight of the men were killeo outright. 
Only Si and one other made it to the 
hospital. 'I heard nothing,' he says. 

- 'Then the loud, shaking sound of the 
falling bombs. I dived. The others 
were killed instantly.' 

•e Le Van Du, 12, resembles an 
Egyptian mummy, wrapped from 
head to foot in bandages. The boy's 
father says that there had been fight­
ing in the area three days before, but . 
after the soldiers passed, he allowed 
his sol}. to leave the house. The ,boy 
was walking in a field near home 
when the bombs fell." 

Time magazine reporter Tom Fox 
no longer believed the official U.S. 
lie that the tons· and tons of bombs 
raining down on Vietnam daily claim 
no civilian casualties. His account of 
the death and· destruction in one Me­
kong Delta province is carried in the 
Sept. l1 issue of Time. It is only a 
glimpse of the horror. 

From the Mekong Delta in South 
Vietnam to the Chinese border of 
North Vietnam, 1,000 miles away, the 
U.S. is pounding theVietnameseeoun­
tryside. The war is also raging in 
Cambodia and Laos. Thailand is be-

·ing converted into a nation of gigan­
tic, U.S. airbases. There are more 
U.S. troops in Thailand now than 
in South Vietnam. 

A New York Times reporter inter­
viewed top military officials in Sai­
gon, Aug. 30. "Almost all South Viet­
namese and American military plan­
ners agree . . . that the end of the 
war is nowhere in sight," Malc()lm 
W. Browne wrote. "It has been five 
months since the North Vietnamese of­
fensive began, and the fighting is now 
looking increasingly like a draw." 
Browne noted that already "more than 
100,000 people have been killed in 
South Vietnam since the offensive be-

-gan .... " 
Despite this apparent military stand­

off, a negotiated settlement of the war 
on terms favorable to Washington 

4 .. a. 

cannot be ruled out. President Nixon 
is exeding immense pressure on Ha­
noi. This includes not only theheaviest 
bombing in the history of warfare and 
the naval blockade of North Vietnam 
but also- pressure on Hanoi achi~ved 
in the summit agreements with Mos­
cow and Peking. 

Nevertheless, a settlement acceptable 
- to Washington has not yet been 
achieved. The central objective of the 
Pentagon remains to bludgeon Hanoi 
into a compromise. "Unless there is 
progress on the negotiating front 
which is substantial," Nixon stated at 
the San Clemente news conference 
Aug. 29, "there will be no reduction of 
the bombing of North Vietnam and 
there will be no lifting of the mining. 
. . . I am not going to put any limita­
tion on when the U. S. activities in the 
air would stop." 

In a report on the U. S. bombing of 
North Vietnamese dikes reprinted by 
the New York Times Sept. 6, Yves 
Lacoste, professor of ge_Qgr!lphy at·, 
the University of Paris, states, "From 
April 16 to July 31 (and the bomb­
ing continued into Aug~st), more than 

ing enemy ...threat in the Delta, the 
U.S. has apparently decided on a 
policy of massive and calculatedly de­
structive airpower as a substitu'te for 
manpower. 

"The most heavily hit region of the 
current campaign has been Dinh 
Tuong province, where 600,000 Viet­
namese, -mostly small farmers, are 
crammed into a tiny area. one-third 
the size of Rhode Island." 

Fox disputed the U.S. military's 
contention that there were ~nly a few 
civilian casualties from such bomb­
ing. After describing the victims in 
the 'hospital, he wrote, '1 ••• bombs 
are- dropping night and day on the 
friendly ·Vietnamese of Dinh Tuong, 
who can only do their best to stay 
out of harm's way." . • 

Area weapons 
What Fox found out -in his visit to 

the Mekong Delta has long been 
kn()wn .. to · stud¢nts of the war. The 
massive bombing of the United States 
Air Force is aimed at terrorizing the 

·populace. It is a total !llYth that these 
attacks are largely "military, n directed 

U.S. bomber loaded on the Constellation Der Spiegel 

150 attacks were madP- on the whole 
of North Vietnam's canal system, 
causing heavy damage in 96 places. 
The Inter-national Commission on War 
Crimes made a special ·study, among 
others, of the effects of the bombing 
in the Red River delta. The bulk of 
the population is in fact here; and it 
is also this region which suffered the 
greatest number of hits (58 out of 
96)." 

As deadly as this bombing of North 
Vietnam is, however, it is only part 
of the story. 

Bombing the Mekong Delta 
Time magazine reporter Tom Fox 

visited the hospital at Dinh T~ong 
because extensive U. S. bombing be­
gan in the Mekong Delta. "Though 
most attention in recent weeks has 
focused on the air war o~er North 
Viet Nam." Time stated, "there has 
also been a dramatic step-up In the 
bombing of the South. In the single 
month of July, American B-52 bomb­
ers flew 900 missions over South Viet 
Nam- 111 missions more than were 
flown in all of 1971. For the first time 
the big B-52s flying out of Thailand's 
Utapao Air Base are striking the 
heavily populated Mekong Delta. With 
ARVN forces deployed elsewhere to 
counter the North Vietnamese offen­
sive and unable to cope with the grow-

only against "selected targets." 
"The Air Force is under pressure 

from ground units . to use area wea­
pons, such a-s napalm and cluster­
bomb units, even against snipers. Area 
weapons, by definition, are indiscrim­
inate," New York Times editorial 
board member Robert. Kleiman wrote 
in an Aug. 13 review of The Air War 
in Indochina. This is the book ver­
sion of the Cornell University Air War 
Study Group report on the U. S. bomb­
ing of Southeast Asia. 

"One of the extraordinary discoveries 
of the Cornell re~earchers," states Klei­
man, "was that in the end less than 
10 per cent of the United States fixe~­
wing air activity in South Vietnam 
went into close air support of troops 
in combat. More than 90 per cent was 
used for 'interdiction,' a term that has 
been stretched far beyond attacks on 
supply routes to encompass harass­
ment, reprisal, area saturation in Com­
munist staging zones and, in regions 
where the Vietcong has been predom­
inant, attacks 'to influence the popu­
lation: to cause them to move into 
areas under government control, or 
to make them stop supporting the in­
surgency.'" 

This bombing had already had 
staggering effects before the present 
escalation. In South Vietnam, states 
Kleiman, "Senator Edward Kennedy's 
Subcommittee on Refugees, relying on 

•, 

official reports, has estimated noncom­
batant casq.alties through April, 1971, 
from military action by the United 
States and the· Saigon Government at 
a minbb.~m. of half a million persons, . 
aboU:t~D.e-thlrd of them killed, a pe1;-. 
centage ·of. population that is more 
than ·double that suffered by German 
civilians under Allied bombb;tg In 
World War II." 

Today, according to Kleiman, the 
. total number of B-52 s in use against 
Vietnam is some 200, about half the 
Strategic Air Command (SAC) force, 
"a fivefold increase since February and 
twice the peak number engaged· pre-
1972." 

Time magazine stated on Sept. 11 
that "The South Vietnamese are no 
strangers-to bombing. Since 1966, an 
estimated 65% of all American bombs 
have been dropped on the South, ~k­
ing the mighty B-52 an object of dread 
and fear." · 

the unstated conclusion that 
shrieks out of Cornell's deadpan 
study," Kleiman wrote, "is that the . 
American air war in South Vietnam 
has included a long list of both offi­
cially-sanctioned and officially-ignored 
aerial Mylais." 

BaHiefield standoH 
Anloc, Quangtri province, and Bin­

dinh province have been converteq 
into "free-fire" zones for U.S. naval 
artillery and aerial warfare in the last 
five months. Fleeing refugees are un­
able to describe the agony they have 
suffered. But this has not turned back 
~e revolutionary offensive launched 
in March. 

"[The Saigon forces] have not yet 
mounted a successful counter offensive 
or recaptured Quang Tri city or any 
other significant part of the northern 
province that fell in April and May," 
Time magazine reported on Sept. 11. 

"They have not reopened Highway 
13 between Saigon and An Loc, and 
the task was finally abandoned al­
together last week as the two divisions 
assigned to it were regrouped in an 
effort to head off Communist units that 
are believed tq be moving toward 
Saigon. The North Vietnamese are 
still staging ambushes on the road 
between Kontum and Pleiku in the 
Central Highlands, and there is sharp 
fighting in Binh Dinh province on the 
central coast. Worse still, the South 
Vietnamese suffered a major defeat 
three weeks ago south of Danang in 
the Que Son Valley, losing between 
1,000 and 2,000 men. n 

Time's Saigon Bureau Chief Stanley 
Cloud remarked, " ... the North Viet-

. namese military position in the South is · 
vastly better than it was a year ago 
and is virtually unchallenged in Laos 
and Cambodia." 

Their inability to crush the revo­
lutionary offensive in five months of 
ferocious warfare is making the U.S. 
military brass talk about indefinite 
extension of the war. In Saigon, New 
York Times correspondent Craig R. 
Whitney reported Aug. 31 that "high­
ranking American officials ... are 
talking privately not of a break-

. through in the peace talks, but, rather, 
of the possibility of unending war." 

A "senior U. S. official" told U. S. 
News & World Report for its Aug. 
21 issue, "The fact is we could not 
have kept Saigon from going down­
the drain and continued to withdraw 
our forces from Vietnam without the 
assistance of Thailand. There was just 
no place else to go. n 

Buildup in Thailand 
The machinery for maintaining an 

"unending war" of aerial genocide is 
being built up in Thailand:· "As of 

... ' ; 



Vietnamese made homeless by U.S. bombs 

August 11," states U.S. News, "offi­
cial records showed 44,600 U.S. 
troops in South Vietnam, 45,000 in 
Thailand .... 

"It is. from seven bases in this coun­
try that the bulk of U.S. aerial fire­
power is being directed at the Commun­
ists in Indo-China. . . . 

"Total U. S. aircraft in Thailand are 
estimated at between 600 and 
700 .. :. 

"The Air :force, carrying out the 
bulk of the bombing, has about 400 
combat planes in the country, includ­
ing 50 to 100 B-52 bombers and 
four wings of F -4 Phantoms and 
F-105 Thunderchiefs." 

U.S. News believes this occupation 
of Thailand is semipermanent. " . . . 
Saigon's air forces are years 
away from being able -to .handle a 
massive invasion from the North on 
·its own. That means the U.S. will 
have to keep a presence somewhere." 

What about the people of Thailand? 
U. S. News dismisses the problem as 
insignificant. "There are critics of the 
American presence here, but they num­
ber only a few. Intellectuals and some' 
newspapers voice opposition, as do 
some foreign-ministry officials at the 
middle and lower levels. But there 
is no criticism from the top- anp in 
Thailand, that's where it counts." It 
is the kind of govenment Washington 
likes to do business with. 

Cambodia 
The prospect for- an early end of the 

fighting- in Call!bodia and Laos is 
even dimmer . than in South Vietnam, 
measured in military terms. Newsweek 
magazine estimated the situation in 
Cambodia, Aug. 14. " ... with most 
of Hanoi's forces tied up in the big 
offensive next door in South Vietnam, 
the Cambodian Communists, known 
as the Khmer Rouge, have clearly 
been holding their own in battles with 
the government troops. Indeed, despite 
the Cambodian Army's solid edge in 
both numbers and firepower, the 
Khmer Rouge units appear to be 
getting ever stronger. 

"What makes that strength remark­
able is the fact that only two years 
ago, the Khmer Rouge hardly existed 
at all. . . . Today, the eXpanding reb­
el force number~ an estimated 30,000 
troops, and backed up by North Viet­
namese frrepower, the local Commu­
nists now control roughly 50 per ce~t 
of Cambodia's population and no less 
than 85 per cent of its territory." 

Is it so remarkable? Before Nixon's 
invasion of Cambodia in 1970 that 
country was relatively free from the 

THJ: MiliTANT/SEPTEMBER 15, 1972 . -

I 
area-destroying weapons of the U. S. 
military arsenal. ' 

Laos 
Veteran war correspondent for the 

Los Angeles Times, Jack Foisie, 
summed up the situation in Laos Aug. 
7. "American involvement in South 
Vietnam may be winding down, but 
in Laos it continues to grow. 

"The significance is not yet in in­
creased numbers, but in more far­
ranging roles. ·The newest one is re­
molding of the royal Laos army in 
the U.S. format. .' .. 

"As noted, the numbers of official 
Americans reported in Laos is up only 
slightly- from 1041 in 1970 to 1190 
last year. Now it totals 1250. ~t that 
does not count daily commuters from 
Udorn, Thailand, a 30-minute flight 
away. There the Central Intelligence 
Agency, The U.S. Army and Air 
Force, and the chartered U.S. airlines 
Air America and Continental have 
their Laos-operation headquarters, 
their logistical base and many of their 
aircraft." 

In certain ways the war in Laos 
epitomizes the terror of the whole 
United States aggression in Southeast 
Asia. Laos has been secretly bombed 
by the U.S. since 1962, for an even 
longer time than Vietnam, and a whole 
civilization, the peoples of the Plain 
of Jars, have been decimated. 

Fred Branfman wrote in Voices 
from the Plain of Jars: Life under an 
Air War, "Every day for five and a 
half years, the reconnaissance and 
electronic aircraft would film and 
track the people below; the jet and 
prop bombers would bomb them with 
white phosphorous, fr~gnientation, 
ball-bearing and flechette anti-~rson­
nel bombs, immediate and delayed­
action high explosives; the gunships 
a~d spotter planes would strafe them 
with machine-gun fire." 

Branfm:an quoted a villager whose 
home had been extinguished. "Four 
planes of~ the jet type dropped their 
bombs together to destroy my village 
and returned to shoot twice th~ same 
day. They dropped eight napalm 
bombs, the fire from which destroyed 
all my things . . . as well as maiming 
our animals. Some people who didn't 
reach the jungle in time were struck 

·and fell, dying most pitifully .... 
"We were all heavy~hearted and 

mournful almost to the point of losing 
1 our minds. From ·a state of complete 

happiness we had passed into misery 
and poverty." 

The unutterable terror of the U. S. 
bombs is today at its most intense 
level in the history of the war. 

Work on fall antiwar 
actions underway 
One month after the Aug. 5-9 Hiro­
shima-Nagasaki Day .antiwar demon­
strations, the National- Peace Action 
Coalition (NPAC) is once again in 
the midst of organizing major nation­
al actions against U.S. aggression in 
Indochina. 

An attractive brochure containing a 
brief explanation of. the .role of the 
antiwar movement and of NPAC, 
along with information o'n the upcom­
ing fall antiwar actions, is now avail­
able from the NPAC national office. 

Also available are stickers, posters, 
and buttons publicizing the dem­
onstrations scheduled in 18 cities on 
Nov. 18 and the picket lines at federal 
buildings on Oct. 26, which will serve 
as a buildup to the November actions. 

Antiwar coalitions in those cities 
planning demonstrations ·fo.r Nov. 18 
are also planning to have regional 

. conferences during the last two weeks 
in September. These will combine edu­
cational'programs with organization­
al work for the coming actions. 

The Minnesota Peace Action Coali­
tion, for example, is planning to hold 
a Vietnamese cultural exhibition in 
conjunction . with its regional con­
ference in Minneapolis on Sept. 30. 

As part of its ongoing educational 
program, NPAC is planning to bring 
out an impressive list of pamphlets 
this fall. It will be producing a history 

of the puppet dictatorships in South 
· Vietnam, and pamphlets on the war, 
the economy, and the air war. 

In addition, NPAC is compiling an 
educational resource pamphlet that 
will list films, · slides, books, pam­
phlets, periodicals, and speakers on 
the war and its different aspects, along· 
with information on where to obtain 
them. 

A special workshop on education 
will be held at the NPAC steering 
committee meeti:O:g that will take place 
in Boston, Oct. 8. 

While much of the work that will 
be necessary to build the fall antiwar 
actions is only beginning, NPAC co­
ordinator Katherine Sojourner reports 
that new NPAC affiliates were formed 
during the summer in Orlando, Fla.; 
Hyannisport, Mass.; and St. Louis, 
Mo. 

The formation of antiwar coalitions 
in additional areas will be greatly 
aided by the new brochure put out 
by NPAC qn "How To Put It Toge­
ther." It consists of a series of ques­
tions and answers on organizing lo­
cal peace action coalitions. 

Materials for the fall actions can 
be ordered from NPAC, 150 Fifth 
Ave., Room 437, New York, N.Y. 
10011. Brochures-$2/100; stickers 
-$1/100; posters-25c each; buttons 
-30c each. 

sMc activists look 
to opening of schools 
Fred Lovgren, national coordinator the fall actions, on orgamzmg SMCs, 
of the Student Mobilization Commit- on fund raising, and on monitoring 
tee ( SMC), will be doing his best this demonstrations. 
fall to help get a big turnout of stu- • SMC activists were deeply involved 
dents across the country .for the fall in building the Aug. 5-9 Hiroshima-
antiwar actions. Lovgren will tour 17 Nagasaki Day antiwar demonstra-
cities between Sept. 18 and Nov. 18 tions this summer. At the demonstra-
speaking on "The Air War in South- tiens at the Republican Party national 
east Asia" and "The Student Antiwar convention in Miami Beach, people 
Movement in 1972."· signed up to build SMC chapters from 

In addition to sending its national areas all over the country, including 
coordinator on tour, the SMC has Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Short Hills, N.J.; 
prepared a special issue of its news- Marietta, Ga.; Dallas, Texas; Seneca 
paper, The Student Mobilizer, for the Falls, N.Y.; Naples, Fla.; Lompoc, 
opening of school. The SMC is plan- Calif.; Lincoln, Neb.; Sheboygan~ 
ning another issue on U.S. war crimes Wis.; and Indiana, Pa. 
in Vietnam, which will be available SMC staff memhers are confident 
by the time of the Oct. 26 demonstra- that activities this fall as schools open 
tions. up will far exceed those of the sum-

A poster building the fall actions mer. Many areas have already. 
will be out by the time of the SMC's planned to have speakers, films, and 
expanded national steering committee literature tables to greet returning stu-
meeting, scheduled for Oct. 7 in Bas- dents. ' ' 
ton. This meeting, which will be open Materials for the fall actions can 
to all antiwar activists, will include be ordered from the SMC, 150 Fifth 
an evaluation of where the student Ave., Room 437, New York, N.Y. 
movement stands and workshops on 100 11. 

Aug. 5 demonstration in San Francisco Militant/Dave Warren_ 



In Our Opinion 

~==.M~.~ich killings 
Olympics. This can be seen by comparing the media response to the 
killings at this year's Olympics with the response to the massacre of 
Mexican student protestE!rs just 10 days 'prior to the opening of the 
Olympics in Mexico City in 1968. 

On Oct. 2, 1968, the Mexican government sent 5,000 troops and 
300 tanks against a peaceful mass rally protesting political repression 
in Mexico. At least 50 young people were murdered and 1,000 wounded. 

When that happened there was no international protest from cap­
italist heads of state.· Even news coverage on this cold-blooded mas­
sacre was suppressed. The U. S. State Department stated only that "The 
disturbances in Mexico City affected only a small part of the popula­
tion and order is now restored." 

Another pernicious feature of the anti-Arab campaign over the Munich 
killings is blatant racism. For example, the New York Times, an in­
fluential mouthpiece for a section of the capitalist class, called the guer­
rillas "fanatics" who had "plumbed new depths of criminality." The ed­
itorial continued, "These criminals have much sympathy in Arab na­
tions." It concluded that "The primary responsibility for ending these 
crimes is that of the Arab states." 

The liberal New York Post said the incident showed how "a fanatic 
idea can push men to the depths of inhumanity, where they betray 
what is human in them." 

The racist implication in all this is that all Arabs are criminals and 
fanat~cs, less ciyilized, and perhaps not quite human. In this way the 
capitalist media attempts to divert attention from the actual reason 
why Arab liberation fighters are led to sacrifice their lives in desperate 
terrorist attempts. The . cause of terrorist acts is not "criminality'' but 
the brutal oppression, human degradation, and suffering inflicted by 
Israel on the Arab people- oppression that calls forth all forms of 
resistance. __ 

The danger is that Israel will now use the Munich incident- as it 
has used other guerrilla actions- as a pretext for intensifying its ag­
gressive acts against the Palestinian liberation movement and Arab 
civilians. ~ven before the news of the death of the nine Israeli hostages, 
the Israeh newspaper· Davar wrote: "As far as Israel is concerned this 
is an act of ~ar, not only by members of the terrorist orianizations, 
but also by Arab countries whose open support for the murderous 
terrorists made possible this .deed .... If they do not now eliminate 
the terrorist bases within their borders, Israel will undertake the task." 

Among_ supporters of the Palestinian struggle, it is necessary to op­
pose terrorist tactics as ineffective and in fact harmful to the Palestinian 
struggle. 

Such acts of assassination or kidnapping of individual Israeli. citi­
zens play into the hands of the Zionist state by enabling it to pose as 
the innocent victim of violence. Terrorist acts place obstacles in the 
way of the Palestinian guerrilla movement by providing a pretext for 
Israeli retaliation. · 

They are also an obst!lcle to supporters of the Palestinian struggle 
within Israel itself- those who are trying to win over the masses of 
Israeli working people to support for the rights of the Palestinians. 
And they are an obstacle to the international movement in defense of 
the Palestinian struggle because such terrorist acts make it more dif­
ficult to expose th~ Israelf state as the real oppressor and the source 
of violence. 

Secondly, kidnapping is simply ineffective in forcing concessions, as 
demonstrated in the Munich incident. The response of the capitalist 
rulers to kidnappings throughout the world is increasingly to refuse 
t~e kidnappers' demands and to sacrifice the hostages in order to cap­
ture or kill the kidnappers. 

Thirdly and most important, individual terrorist acts are a diversion 
_ from the task of mobilizing the Arab masses. in struggle. A handful 

of revolution~sts cannot substitute their own action ·for action by the 
masses. Rather, revolutionists must be present wherever there is po­
tential for mass struggles, exposing the Israeli state as the source of 
violence and injustice, and helping to demonstrate the power of mass 
action. · 

In this regard it is instructive to compare the effectiveness of the Mex­
ican students' tactics in 1968 with the terroristtactics of the guerrillas at 

·Munich. The mass actions by the Mexican youth won international 
sympathy, whereas the Munich kidnapping has created more sympathy 
for the state of Israel than for the Palestinian liberation struggle. 

.. 

Cars needed 
The Socialist Workers 1972 Cam­
paign Committee is launching 18 
teams of Young Spcialists who will 
travel to every area of the country 
this fall. These teams will canvass 
for Jenness and Pulley, sell thou­
sands of sub-scriptions to The Mili­
tant, and help to build and pub­
licize the Nov. 23-26 convention of 
the Young Socialist Alliance. 

Three of these teams will be special 
. national teams- a team of Afro­

Americans for Jenness and Pulley 
who will visit Black campuses in the 
South, a team of Chicanos for J en­
ness and Pulley who will visit cam­
puses in Aztlan, and a special Mid-

. west YSJP team. 
Three cars in good condition are 

urgently needed for these three 
teams. If any Mz1itant reader is 
able_ to donate a car for the eight 
weeks each team will be on the road 
(Sept. 25-Nov. 17), please contact 
the SWP '72 Campaign Committee, 
706 Broadway, Eighth Floor, New 
York, N.Y. 10003. 'Telephone (212) 
989-7676. 
Janice Lynn 
New York, N. Y: 

Militant first 
I wish. to thank you most heartily 
for your kindness in sending me 
The Militant for so many months. 

The Militant-has all the features 
of a first-rate publication. I like it 
most for its hard-hitting factual ma­
terial on prisoners and the Black 
movement. Since I am a Black man 
this is most important. I think I 
would place The Militant above the 
two or thr,ee other socialist publi­
cations I ifead. 
A prisoner 
Pennsylvania 

U.S. in Thailand 
Following is an excerpt from the 
Aug. 20 issue of Parade concerning 
U. S. troop levels: "By Sept. 1, if 
not already, the U.S. will have at 
least 10,000 more servicemen in 
Thailand than in Vietnam. 

"At this writing approximately 
49,000 U. S. forces are stationed in 
Thailand. President Nixon has 
pledged, come September, that U. S. 
troop strength in Vietnam will be 
reduced to 39,000. 

"Most of the U. S. military person­
nel in Thailand are airmen. Our 
fliers operate from Korat, Udorn, 
Takhli, N arfi Phong, Ubol, Kanorn 
Phanom, Bangkok, and Utapao. 

"If President Nixon decides that he 
needs more than the 700 aircraft we 
have been using, including 88 B-52 
bombers, to destroy the North Viet­
namese, there is a further airstrip, 
builtby the British, available at 
Non Han. 

"How much. the U. S. is paying the 
Thai military junta for the use of 
Thai airfields and facilities is un­
known at this time. But surely it 
must be a large fortune, especially 
since the Thais can tell the U.S. 
to leave at any time." 

Perhaps we should begin build­
ing another demand: U.S. OUT of 

·Thailand NOW! 
Craig Canan 

· Wichita Falls, Texas 

Family, abortion 
Your position on the family and' on 
abortion seems to me partially cor­
rect, but one-sided and over-simpli-
fied. , 

The patriarchal family has kept 

letters 
women subordinated and denied 
them their full human development. 
In this it was bad. The family has 
also satisfied basic human needs for 
belongingness and emotional close-
ness. In this ·it was good. · 

If the family were abolished, some 
other equivalEint institution would be 
needed to satisfy these same needs •. 
But why do away with the family 
just because the patriarchal form of 
it has been oppressive? Why not a · 
democratic family, based upon full 
equality of the sexes? 

Regarding abortion,' you are quite 
_ right that i~ should be available on 

demand because that is the only 
way women can be guaranteed con­
trol over their bodies and their lives . 
But in upholding this principle, it is 
not necessary to deny that abortion 
involves killing a living creature. 
Whether or not the fetus is labeled 
a "human being" is a matter of 
arbitrary semantics, but it cannot 
be denied that the fetus is alive and 
is potentially a human being. 

To recognize this fact in no way 
constitutes an argument for forced 
motherhood. It is a sad fact that 
sometim~s a choice must be made 
between lives. A society that accords 
women their full human rights .must 
allow them to decide whether or not 
an embryonic life would be destruc-

.. tive to their self-actualization if car- · 
ried to term. 

Abortion on demand must be sup­
ported on the basis that the needs 
of a developed adult human being 
are judged more important than the 
needs of an embryonic, potential hu­
man. bein_g. 
Georgia Murray 
Santa Maria, Calif. ,. 

Entombed __ 
The following are rules at the 
Tombs [Manhattan House of Deten­
tion for Men]. 

1. Inmates may not have pens. 
( The pencil sharpener does not . 
work.) 

2. One phone per 50 inmates to' 
call for bail or attorneys. (The 
phones are sometimes turned off for 
as long as a week at a time by the 
prison switchboard.) 

3. The diet is substandard. (The 
commissary stocks nothing nutri­
tional.) 

4. Inmates now have access to the 
"new" warden. (No one has ever 
seen him or knows what he looks 
like.) 

5. The administration is good 
enough to supply inmates with· a 
radio speaker in the cellblock. (It is _ 
too bad that they use this as an 
instrument to aggravate inmates by 
altering its volume to too low in 
the day, changing its stations every 
three minutes at night, and playing 
it at full blast at 5:30 in the morn­
ing. 

6. Prisoners are afforded due pro­
cess. (But they are herded into a 
single cell, with others left empty to 
coerce them into guilty Pleas when 
innocent, to seek the comparative 
"ease" of the prisons upstate as com­
pared to the misery of the subhuman 
existence at the Tombs. 

It should be understood by the 
people out there that we are one 
and the same. In this society mem­
bers of the Third World are "people 
in prison, people just released from 
prison, and people who are (unknow­
ingly) waiting to go to prison."' 
A prisoner 
New York, N.Y. 



L-et prisoners vote 
As readers of The Militant know, 
the Socialist Workers campaign 
heartily supports the struggles of 
prisoners for their democratic rights. 
The regularity of prisoners' letters on 
The Militant letter page reflects the 
fact that it is widely read in the 
prisons today. 

Since prisoners make anywhere 
from six to 25 cents an hour, we 
were tremendously excited when a 
prisoner from a Rocky Mountain 
area penal institution sent the Colo­
rado SWP campaign a contribution 
of $100. 

That contribution will go some 
way in allowing us to get the truth 
out about the rotten conditions that 
have sparked the courageous strug­
gles qf prisoners, struggles that con­
tinue unabated· in this election year. 
The tinsel promises of George Mc­
Govern are totally exposed by the 
hard reality of oppression that stalks 
the prisons. · · 

Eugene Debs ran for president 
from prison in 1920. In the biggest 
socialist campaign since Debs, the 
SWP campaign regards the contri­
butions of prisoners as having far 
greater worth than the millions of 
dollars from the real criminals that 
support the candidates of the twin 
capitalist parties of jail-keeping. Let 
the prisoners vote in 1972! 
Colorado Socialist Workers Cam­
paign 
Denver, Colo. 

Volunteer Army 
Campaigning Dick Nixon says he 
is going to end the draft by July 
1973. Sure-like he ended the war. 
The Republicans and Democrats 
have imposed conscripfion on us 
since they started the cold war 25 
years ago. But antimilitary senti­
ment is now so strong that they are 
attempting to head it off by dis­
orienting people, talking of "an all­
volunteer Army." 

Nixon's plan, Secretary of Defense 
Laird recently said, depends on Con­
gress appropriating enough money. 
to lure men in, and eq1n1lly impor­
tant, on the favorable disposition of 
the population toward the military. 
The latter contingency is especially 
dubious. Moreover, and this is key 
to the deception, Nixon doesn't plan 
on -letting the conscription law lapse; 
he needs to keep it in reserve. There 
is a 2-million-plus man military to 
replenish, not to speak of any future 
Vietnam-type contingency developing 
in the colonial world. 

Louisiana Congressman Hebert, 
who knows about these matters, has 
frequently stated, "The only way we 
are going to get an all-volunteer 
Army is to draft it." At least he is 
candid. 
Michael Smith 
New York, N.Y. 

The letters column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen­
eral interest to our readers. Please 
keep your letters brief. Where neces­
sary they will be abridged. Please in­
dicate if your name may be used or 
if you prefer that your initials be used 
instead. 
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The Great Society 
A lemon for Brezhnev?- Reporters are 
speculating about the political signif­
icance of Brezhnev's failure to appear 
publicly in the Cadillac Nixon gave 
him as a parting tip during his visit. 
But when we read that a number of 
1972 Cadillac limousines have been 
recalled for defective axles, we as­
sumed Brezhnev got exactly what he 
should have expected from America's 
most famed used-car dealer. 

Capitalist realism- A California de~ 
partment store is offering $24 nylon 
half-slips featuring an embroidered 
apricot donkey or a pink elephant. 
Both identically bordered in gold. 

Misr~ading history- The mayor of 
Miami Beach organized a rap ses­
sion between "2,000 eager involved 
youths," senior citizens, and himself. 
Only the mayor and 35 of the elderly 
showed up. "If it's true that of all 
the youth contacted, no· one found 
this session worthwhile to attend," the 
disturbed mayor said, "then we are 
doomed to extinction." 

Good nel'l(s for shoppers- Our Nei­
man-Marcus Xmas catalog hasn't ar­
rived yet with its anticipated listing of 
such off-beat stocking-stuffers as gold­
plated potties, etc. But we do have 
an advance notice that "Neiman-Mar­
cus supports the President's program 

. of price stabilization and has taken 

effective steps to assure compliance." 
Which is very comforting. We'd hate 
like hell to think that a store noted 
for sound values was beginning to 
overcharge. 

Schmitz goes ape-A reader who pro­
vides us with dunce-of-the-week nom­
inations has thrown the cap in the 
ring for John Schmitz, the John Birch­
er running for president on the Amer­
ican Party ticket. Schmitz recently dis­
closed that Nixon has done more for 
the so.cialist cause than any other man 
in the country. 

World series special- The hottest cur­
rent fashion item, we're advised, is 
the baseball warm~up jacket. Avail­
able in a variety of styles and prices, 
including a Danish import made of 
Spanish lamb. $450. 

Suggestion dep't- Advertising for the 
full-sized 1973 Ford notes the out­
sized glove comp<\rtment but doesn't 
mention it was originally intended for 
an air bag safety device that buyers 
won't get this fall. Maybe the extra 
space could be used to store emer­
gency medical supplies. 

Pick your subject-A New York shop 
offers a 14-karat gold toothpick for 
only $7.50. ($18 with initial and a 
diamond added.) The ad describes 
it as "a real conversati9n piece." 

Can impede your progress- Coffin 
nails can be bad for the feet, accord­
ing to Dr. Ernest Weiner, past presi­
dent of the American Podiatry Asso~ 
ciation. People who have poor cir­
culation, he explained, will find the 
problem aggravated if they're on the 
weed. Poor circulation increases sus­
ceptibility to infection and consequent 
danger of gangrene, as well as slower 
healing of bruises, cuts, and wounds. 

-HARRY RING 

"They can't argue with success! ... I told 
'em 85 billion for defense may be a lot 
of money but no one's dropped a bomb 
onus yet!" 

Women= 
rhelnsurgent Majority 
NEW YORK GARMENT FACTORIES EXPLOIT CHI­
NESE WOMEN WORKERS-A 66-year-old Chinese worh­
an, who came to New York from Hong Kong in the 
1950s, has worked in the same Chinatown garment shop 
for the last 20 years. Until the U.S. government recently 
intervened, she was taking home only $60, or $1.20 
an hour, after a 55-hour workweek. . 

A seamstress at another Chinatown garment factory 
earns between 17 and 25 cents for each skirt she turns 
out. She wo·rked about 50 hours a week to make $75, 
before federal investigation. When possible, she places 
her three children in a day-care center, but occasionally 
she is forced to bring at least one child with her to the 
factory. . · 

These are two examples of the sweatshop conditions 
some 7,500 Chinese garment workers face in New York's 
Chinatown. Many of these workers have immigrated from 
Hong Kong; almost all are women. Their little-known 
situation was revealed in an article in the Aug. 5 New 
York Times. 

According to the Times, there are '!\bout 250 garment 
factories in Chinatown. Most of the factories pay by piece­
work at rates so low that the women have to work long 
hours just to earn enough to barely get by. 

Chinese women immigrants are a cheap source of labor 
for the garment industry. Many of the women cannot 
speak English and are forced to take whatever jobs they 

· can get. Thus they are exploited not just as women and 
as workers but also as members of an oppressed mi­
nority. 

More than 4,000 Chinese garment workers are mem­
bers of Local 23-25 of the International Ladies' Gar­
ment Workers' Union. The Times does not mention what 
efforts the union has made to imptove the scandalous 
conditions under which these women work. 

Recently the U.S. government served injunctions ·on 
52 garment shops in Chinatown for violations of the 
Federal Fair Labor Standards Act. "Not only were the 
women putting in 50-hour work weeks," says the Times, 
". . . but they were being paid less than half C?f the Fed-

eral minimum wage of $1.60 an hour." 
The Times reports that "most" of the factories cited 

have now instituted 9-5 workdays and have ended week­
end work. But since many of the women are still paid 
by piecework, they make even less money than before. 
And the U. S. government can hardly be relied upon to 
guarantee decent wages and working conditions to Chi­
nese women garment workers. 

·Federal agencies may occasionally be forced to take ) 
action against the most blatant forms of sex and race 
discrimination in employment. But the government's real 
interests lie in perpetuating practices that allow the cai>­
italists to squeeze extra profits out of women workers, 
especially Asian-Americans, Blacks, ·Chicanas, Puerto Ri­
cans; and Native Americans. 

-CINDY JAQUITH 

7,500 Chinese, virtually all women, work in 250 
garment factories in New York's Chinatown. 
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eorporate grofits soar 
scribed how · small the commission's 
impaict re-ally is •. The magazine noted 
in a table Aug. 21 tha' of 4,547 re- · 
quests for price hikes that had been . 
acted on by the Price Commission as 
of early August, only 7.6 percent had 

First rear of wage controls 
bee.n. flatly rejected. The commission 
"scaled back" 17.9 percent of the in­
creases and fully approved 7 4.6 per­
cent. 

The fact that prices rose more slow­
ly in early 1972 than 1971 is due 

By DICK ROBERTS 
When President Nixon announced the 
"New Economic Policy" (NEP) Aug. 
15, 1971, he pretended that prices 
and wages would be equally con­
trolled. NEP will combat inflation, the 
president promised. Everyone will· be 
the beneficiary. 

It is one year later. How is NEP 
faring? 

There is one economic fact that 
stands above question. The profits of 
U.S. corporations today are at a his­
toric peak. Business Week magazine 
heralded the news in its Aug. 12 is­
sue: "U. S. business put together a tru­
ly dazzling profits performance in the 
second quarter of 1972. Not only did 
after-tax earnings spurt at least 15% 
ahead of the year-ago period but prof­
it margins also firmed markedly dur­
ing the quarter [April, May, June]." 

Business Week estimated that these 
second-quarter profits would be at an 
annual rate of $52-billion-"more 

prices, rose af an annual rate of 2.5 
percent in the second quarter this year 
compared with 3.8 percent in the 
second quarter last year. But this sta­
tistic,. as will be seen, is open to in­
terpretation. 

Closer examination of the domestic 
impact of the first year of NEP un­
derlines that it made gains for the 
American ruling class at the expense 
of American workers, as it was de­
signed to do. (The effect of NEJ? on 
international trade and finance will be 
discussed in future articles.) 

When Nixon proclaimed "wage and 
price controls" last year, the United 
States economy was in the midst of a 
recession. The enormous unemploy­
ment levels caused by this recession 
have to be taken side-by-side the New 
Economic Policy as laying the basis 
for the present surge of profits. 

So,me years ago, during the Demo­
cratic administration of John Ken­
nedy, the ruling class largely succeed-

New York workers demonstrate Oct. 13, 1971 

money than U.S. business-has earned 
in any quarter in history." 

Typical of booming U.S. business 
are the profits of the auto trusts. Ac­
cording to the' Aug. ·7 Newsweek, 
" ... General Motors' earnings in­
creased 28 per cent. over a year ago, 
while ford Motor's profits leaped by 
43 per cent, Chrysler's earnings more 
than doubled and American Motors' 
jumped 99 per cent." Business Week' 

. placed the first-half profits of General 
Motors alone at $1.4-billion. 

These immense profits are a result 
of the government's wage-control ma­
chinery coupled with the "normal'' 
functioning of the capitalist economy 
when it recovers from a recession. 
High profits have been accompanied 
by a shrinking level of wage increases 
for American workers. 

Newsweek magazine admitted in the 
Aug. 7 issue that ". . . the economy 
is locked into a system of price-wage 
controls which, by all indications, has 
been holding ·down wage increases 
and personal income fairly effectively, 
while exercising virtually no restraint 
on corporate income." 

Apologists for the president's wage­
control policies have been able to sin­
gle out only one statistic to justify the 
scheme to the voting public. Prices 
were rising at a slower rate in the first 
half of 1972 than they were in the 
first half of 1971 before the NEP. 

According to the Aug, 21 issue of 
U.S. News & World Report, prices 
in general, as contrasted with food 
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ed in selling the idea that a 4 percent 
unemployment level is normal · in 
America and represents good times. 
Unemployment has been above 4 per­
cent since February 1970 -for two. 
years and seven months. For the 17 
months between January 1971 and 
May 1972, the unemployment rate 
hovered around 6 percent. 

During this .long period, close to 
five million workers were "officially" 
unemployed every month. In addition, 
millions of others were virtually un­
employed. The,official statistics do not 
include: those so discouraged at not 
finding work that they have stopped 
looking for jobs; those working part­
time but wanting to work full-time; , 
and those with full-time jobs whose 
earnings put them below the official 
"poverty level" of $4,000 a year for a 
family of four. 

"When all these groups are put to-. 
gether," A. H. Raskin, the labor editor 
of the· New York Times, wrote June 
25, " ... the ratio of workers who 
are not making it . . . is more than 
three times the 6 per cent officially 
counted as unemployed. That would 
mean 15 million workers, or better· · 
thaiL one out of every_ six in the na­
tional work force .... " 

These millions of unemployed work­
ers help boost capitalist profits be­
cause they dampen the levels ofwage 
increases sought by employed work­
ers. Those who have jobs are willing 

. to settle for less~fhan-needed wage in-

creases at contract time for fear of 
imminent layoff. 

The recession also improves profit 
margins because it results in fewer 
workers putting out more goods. The 
bosses call it "trimming the fat." As 
layoffs begin in a plant, those who 
remain are forced to work harder, 
and productivity is increased. Furth­
ermore, as the economy picks up and 
plants increase production to meet new 
demand, the hiring of new workers 
tends to lag behind the increase in 
production. This all the more raises 
productivity leveJs. 

U.S. News & World Report echoed 
the results in its Aug. 21 issue: "Pro­
ductivity, measured in output per man­
hour, rose at a yearly rate of 6 per 
cent in the April-May-June quarter. 
That's about twice the usual rale. 

"Productivity increases, in fact, had 
averaged only 1. 7 per cent from 1966 
through 1970." 

more to the impact of recession than 
this fake government price board. In 
,the peri()d o{ recession and early ::e­
covery from an economic slump, 
prices rise more slowly because of 
slackened demand. With full recovery 
tJ?.e price increases will resume their 
upward spiral, particularly· with the 
huge government deficits anticipated 
for this year and next. The upward 
spiral is already underway. 

In July, wholesale prices shot up 
at an annual rate of 8.4 percent, a 
whopping increase that will soon hit 
consumer prices. Food prices have 
been galloping up at the rate of 8 
percent for the last half year. These 
figtires guarantee that the slow price 
rise of the consumer index this year 
compared with last will be a short­
lived phenomenon. 

Profit controls are next to nonexis­
tent. New York: Times correspondent 
Michael Jensen noted Sept. 4 ("Labor 
Day"), "Most businessmen and econ­
omists say. that they are unconcerned 
about the Nixon Administration's con-
trols on profit margins .... " Jensen 
found that of the 3,100 companies 
whose profits are supposedly moni­
tored by the Price Commission, ac­
tion had been taken against only 42 
companies so far -less than 2 per­
cent. 

But the wage scale is a different 
story. The level of wage increases has 
declined this year. Results were sum­
marized in the September issue of For­
tune: "After going up at an amiual 
rate of 7 percent over a four-year. 
span, hourly compensation (including 
fringe benefits) went up 6.2 percent 
from mid-1971 to mid-1972 ... and 
the rate dipped well below 6 percent 
in the early summer." 

Unionized workers naturally fared 
better in the struggle against wage 
controls than the 7 5 percent of Amer­
ican workers who are not in unions. 
Fortune listed the rate of wage increas­
es for nonunion wages at "around 

Militant/Ellen Lemisch 4 percent." These increases are far 

Nixon consequently ordered the 
wage freeze last year when millions 
of workers were out of jobs and when 
profits were already beg!nning to in­
crease. The policy of controllingwages 
while . pretending to control prices 
added momentum to the profit-up­
surge. 

·Every time the Price Commission ob­
tains a token cutback in price increases 
it receives so much news you ·could 
get the impression it . did something. 
But U.S. JVews & World Report de-

. from sufficient to keep up with rising 
prices. 

But union officials have also been 
backing down under the bipartisan 
pressure of the government Pay 
Board. Fortune stated that "So far this 
year, settlements in what the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics calls 'major col­
lective-bargaining situations' have 
shown considerable shrinkage. These 
settlements called for average increases 
of a little over 8 percent for the first 
year (down from an average of 13 
percent for 1970 and 1971) and 7.5 
percent for the life of the con-

Continued on poge 22 
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Bow socialists viewed freeze 
"President Nixon's sudden imposi-' 
tion of a freeze on wages for at least 
a· 90-day period, coupled with his 
attempt to abrogate the right to 
strike, is a direct assault on the 
rights and living standards of the 
American working people. . . . 

"With the support of virtually ev­
ecy Democratic and Republican pol­
itici_an, including the so-called 
friends of labor in Congress, the 
Nixon administration is attempting 
to make the workers and poor bear 
the brunt of the severe economic 
problems faced by American cap­
italism .... 

"Nixon's 'price freeze' is a fake. 
The government hasn't even set up 
any machinery to attempt to con­
trol· prices, and if it had, it would " . 

be neither capable nor willing to 
impoee a 'freeze' on prices. The 
corporations will find thousands of 
ways to circumvent the price_ 'freeze' 
-and the workers will find prices 
rising while their wages remain 
frozen .... 

"Both the Democratic and Repub- -
lican parties stand clearly revealed 
for what they are: parties of, by, 
and for big business. These parties 
can never represent the working 
people or any sector of the op­
pressed and exploited in this 
society." From the statement issued 
Aug. 24, 1971, following the an" 
nouncement of Nixon's "New Eco­
nomic Policy," by Linda Jenness, 
Socialist Workers P~rty presidential 
candidate. /. 



Radical joUrnalist is 
victimized by police 
By HARRY RING 
LOS ANGELES-As the result of a 
police vendetta against him, radical 
journalist Ron Ridenour faces the 
prospect of two prison terms on 
trumped-up charges. 

On Sept. 19 he will be sentenced for 
"interfering with an officer." He was 
convicted Aug. 17 and faces a pos­
sible year in prison and $1,000 fine. 

Meanwhile the state appellate court 
is considering whether it will review 
an earlier conviction resulting from 
his ' participation in a strike-support 
picket line. 

The recent conviction stemmed from 
a demonstration by peace activists at 
Nixon campaign headquarters here 
after the announcement of the mining 
of Haiphong harbor. Protesters staged 
a lie-in on the sidewalk at the N~xon 
office. They were dispersed by police, 
who beat and arrested Ron Kovics, 
a paralyzed Vietnam veteran in 
a wheelchair. 

Ridenour wa~ covering the demon­
stration for his paper, the Los An­
geles Free Press, an undergr~und 

weekly not well-regarded by the po­
lice. While photographing the beating 
of the veteran, Ridenour was seized 
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Ridenour was arrested while 
photographing police beating of 
Vietnam veteran Ron Kovics 
(above). 

from behind and arrested. Ht:. was 
charged with unlawful assembly, fail­
ure to disperse, and interfering with 
an officer. 

The failure~to-disperse charge was 
dropped, and after a five-day trial, 
a jury acquitted him of unlawful as­
sembly but convicted him of "inter­
fering." 

The significance of arresting a re­
porter covering a news event was un­
derlined by Dwayne Johnson, who of­
fered expert testimony for the defense. 
A member of the editorial staff of the 
Los Angeles Times, Johnson is presi­
dent of the Southern California Sigma 
Delta Chi, the journalism society. 
Descr~biilg the rights and duties of 

reporters, Johnson testified that, as 
described to him, Ridenour's conduct 
at the demonstration was consistent 
with his responsibilities as a reporter. 

Meanwhile, in a;particularly mean 
act of petty vindictiveness, City At­
torney William Reidder utilized a legal 
snarl to jail Ridenour for thr~e days. 
"In November 1970 Ridenour had 
been arrested on a picket line at a 
struck garment shop. The strikers were 

·enjoined from picketing, and support--
ers, including Ridenour, . came for­
ward in the.ir place. 

A group of Chicanas, who did not 
realize the situation, were being 
brought in as scabs. Ridenour, who 
speaks Spanish, tried to persuade them 
to stay out. He was rushed by an 
Anglo scab-herder and almost simul­
taneously was seized from behind. His 
assailant from behind was a plain­
clothes cop who did not identify him­
self but then charged Ridenour with 
"resisting arrest." 

Ridenour was convicted and sen­
tenced to six months in jail, nine 
months suspended, and three years 
probation. 

This August Ridenour .lear:hed that 
his lawyer had failed to file notice of 
appeal within the required period, and 
he was ordered to surrender. He per­
suaded the appellate court to consider 
reviewing his case despite the time 
lapse because of the· extenuating cir­
cumstances. 

The court is still weighing whether 
it will review the case and has or­
dered two stays pending its decision. 
The city attorney seized on the tech­
nical lapse of the first stay to imprison 
Ridenour for three days before his 
present attorney, Neil Herring, won 
his release. 

N.J. farm owners 
rob migrant workers 
The Puerto Rican Congress of New 
Jersey, a major Puerto Rican group 
in the state, has issued a research 
report exposing the inhuman condi­
tions ·in migrant farm-worker camps. 
The report is part of a series of recom­
mendations sent to New Jersey Gover­
nor William Cahill, state legislative 
leaders, and the New Jersey congres­
sional delegation in Washington, D. C. 

According to the Aug. 27 New York 
Times, the report indicated that al­
though there are "clean, healthy, well­
ventilated and properly sanitated 
camps in the state," there are also 
"armed concentration camps of hu-
man degradation." , 

The Times reported that the study 
revealed how "deductions" for ex­
penses robbed the farm workers. Two 
photostats of the pay envelopes of 
two farm workers were included in the 
report. "On the first envelope, the 
farmer had calculated that the mi­
grant's pay totaled $57.20 for the 
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week. But after deductions, the work­
er received only $1.46. On the other 
envelope, the salary totaled $58.93, 
but the worker received only $12.90 
after the farmer had made his deduc­
tions." 

Although the minimum wage for mi­
grant workers is $1.50 to $1.70 an 
hour, the report said, "we found 14 
percent of our sample to be earning 
less than $1 an hour; these men were 
found to be averaging 73 cents per 
hour." 

Despite the fact that the study was 
well documented- based on interviews 
with 72 migrant workers on 17 dif­
ferent southern New Jersey farms­
Herbert Heilmann, assistant state 
commissioner for labor standards, 
and the New· Jersey Farm Bureau 

·have attacked the report and the Puer-
to Rican Congress. Heilmann was 
even bold enough to assert that "with­
in the framework of existing laws, 
migrant camp• conditions were good." 

ProteSts hit killing of 
Black labor organizer 

By JEAN SAVAGE 
PHILADELPHIA-On Aug. 28, Nor­
man Rayford Jr\, a Black organizer 
for Local 1199C of the National 
Union of Hospital and Nursing Home 
Employees, was shot and killed at 
M~tropolitan Hospital here by Ser­
geant John Daniel's, a security guard 
at the hospital.. 

Members of 1199C were on strike 
against the Delaware Valley Hospital 
Laundry that is jointly op·erated by 
Metropolitan and four other hospitals. 
The 55 employees at the laundry,_ who 
get an average wage of $2 an hour, 
have been trying to obtain a contract 
for a year without success. The f>trike 
started July 28. 

A union spokesman said that Ray­
ford and other union organizers were 
watching the hospitals to find out 
where they were trucking their laun­
drywhen Rayford was shot. 

Rayford's murder sparked off a 
series of demonstrations that laste<l 
the entire week, following a decision 
by the police to release Daniels with­
out charge: 

On Aug. 29 about 300 hospital 
workers rallied at Metropolitan de­
manding justice in the case. Following 
this demonstration, Common Police 

·Judge G. Fred Dibona Jr. issued an 
injunction barring the union from 
picketing, demonstrating, massing, or 
meeting within one mile in any direc­
tion from·the hospital. 

Despite the injunction, more than a 
dozen unions and community orga­

' 

nizations joined the hospital workers 
in a demonstration of more than 600 
people held the morning of Aug. 30 
at Metropolitan Hospital. 

The groups supporting the hospital 
workers included the Retail Clerks, 
Sanitation Workers, Municipal Em­
ployees, Electrical Workers union, the 
NAACP (National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People), and 
the Black _ Economic Development 
Conference.-

The angry and spirited demonstra­
tors marched to City Hall following 
the arrest of Henry Nicholas, secre­
tary-treasurer of the 8,000-member lo­
cal, making it clear that they did not 
intend to be intimidated. 

The next morning, Aug. 31, the Rev­
erend Wycliffe Jangdharrie, president 
of the metropolitan council of the 
NAACP, and Muhammed Kenyatta, 
executive director of the ·Black Eco­
nomic Development Conference, were 
also arrested for defying the injunc­
tion against demonstrating at the hos­
pital. 

On Sept. 1, more than 500 people 
attended Rayford's funeral in North 
Philadelphia. 

Although protests are continuing, 
the board of directors at Metropolitan 
Hospital has agreed to begin nego­
tiations with Local 1199C, following 
a meeting between Mayor Frank 
Rizzo, the hospital administration, 
and representatives of the union. 

Columbia maids win 
_trade-union support 
By RUTH CHENEY 
NEW YORK, Sept. 4- On Aug. 25, 
Matthew Guinan, international pres­
ident of the Transport Workers Union 
( TWU), notified Columbia Univer­
sity that Local 241, representing 500 
custodial workers at the university, 
would call a strike on Aug. 28 over 
the discriminatory layoff of 25 maids 
last January. This was a reversal of 
the union's previous stand. 

As a result of this strike threat, the 
university backed off and agreed to 
extend the maids' jobs until Sept. 8. 
The union has threatened another 
strike if the maids are not perma­
nently rehired and granted equal pay 
with men plus other contract de­
mands. 

In November 1971 Columbia fem­
inists organized the Women's Affirm­
ative Action Coalition to fight Colum­
bia's discriminatory pay rates, hiring 
practices, promotion policies, and the 
lack of ilbortion and child-care facil­
ities for all.women at the university. 

In January 1972, when the univer­
sity initially fired 30 Black and Latin 
maids at Columbia, the coalition or­
ganized picket lines, news conferences, 
demonstrations, and meetings of cam­
pus women in support of the maids' 
right to work and to equal pay with 
janitors. (Janitors' job duties are the 
same· as the women's but they are 
paid $18 more per week than the 
maids.) 

The maids, as part of this coali­
tion, filed suit against the university 
and the TWU and have kept the case 
in court since then. They obtained 
a temporary restraining order against 
the layoff as violating Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act. 

Only women were being fired, and 
both the union and the university 
maintain separate seniority lists for 
men and women performing tl,te same 
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Columbia maids demonstrate for 
jobs and equal pay. 

job ("maids" and "janitors"). If the 
seniority lists were merged and the 
university again chose to lay off 30 
custodial workers, 27 men and only 
three women would be fired. Even -
though the university said the lay­
off was for "budget cuts," it actually 
was still hiring janitors. 

Mter the union threatened to strike, 
the maids initiated a call for a rank­
and-file meeting of union members 
because the university has reportedly 
offered the union the maids' jobs 
in exchange for firing 13 janitors. 
At the meeting Sept. 2, the maids told 
the janitors that they would fight just 
as hard for the men's jobs if the men 
would back the women's right to 
equal pay. A general rank-and~file 

meeting is being considered to put 
muscle behind the members' demands. 
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By I'ETER CAMEJO 
Key to the electoral maneuver of the Lanusse 
dictatorship in Argentina is the Peronist move­
ment. The Peronists control the powerful trade­
union federation, the CGT (Confederacion Gen­
eral del Trabajo- General Federation of Labor), 
and Juan Peron remains the only capitalist poli­
tician with influence among the masses. 

In an attempt to take advantage of Peron's pop­
ular support{ General Alejandro Lanusse offered 
the former dictator a chance to return to Argen­
tina from exile in Spain. However, the mass mo­
bilizations of workers and students in past months 
have made it difficult for Peron to make a deal 
with Lanusse without losing his standing among­
the masses. 

Peron chose not to return to Argentina by Aug. 
25, the deadline set by Lanusse for residence in 
Argentina for anyone desiring to run in the 1973 
elections. 

Lanusse is also seeking to come to an agree­
ment with the Peronist trade-union bureaucracy. 

After the general strike of Feb. 29 of this year, 
Per6n sent a letter to his followers- urging them to 
cool things down until after the elections. The 
top Peronist leaders have adopted Peron's orien­
tation, but the secondary trade-union leaders and 
rank-and-file workers are not so easily controlled. 

The Peronist moyement is entering a crisis be­
cause of the pressures of the mass movements and 
the continued compromising stands taken by its 
leadership. 

The Peronist movement is composed of vari<:>us 
groupings, including some leftist trends. The Peron­
ists have participated in negotiations and blocs at 
the highest levels of the capitalist governmental 
cirCles. At the same time they have used trade-union 
action and even terrorist acts as levers in tlfeir 
maneuverings. 

Thus in Argentina there are guerrilla groups, 
trade-union bureaucrats, rank-and-file workers, ul­
trarightists, · and major ca,pitalist politicians, all 
claiming to be the followers of Juan Peron. They 
function as a kind of coalition under the label 
of Partido Justicialista (Justicialist Party). 

Guerrilla groups 
Another component of the Argentine political 

scene is the guerrilla groups. Their response to 
Lanusse's promise of elections has been such. ul­
traleft slogans as "Neither coup nor elections­
revolution!" and "Against the electoral farce, r~v­
olutionary war." 
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Armed groups have existed sporadically in Ar­
gentina since the overthrow of Peron in 1955. 
After the Cuban revolution,, small groups attempted 
rural guerrilla warfare but were wiped out. 

Then, after the Ongania coup in 1966 and the 
general decline in the ~lass struggle that- followed, 
the frustrations felt among radicalized middle-class 
layers created new interest in guerrilla warfare. 
After the Cordobazo (the massive workers' upris­
ing in the city of Cordoba in 1969), the guerrilla 
groups have oriented toward urban guerrilla war­
fare. 

The guerrilla groups' only answer to the Lanusse 
government and the- projected elections is to con­
tinue what they call "revolutionary war"- that is, 
armed actions by small groups such as disarming 
policemen,. expropriating banks, kidnapping, and­
lately, assassinating hated officials: 

None- of the groups participating in armed ac­
tions have any influence in the organized working 
class- with the possible exception of the Peronist 
guerrilla groups that are part of the broader Peron­
ist movement. Th!!l. is partially due to the totally 
clandestine conditions under which they must func­
tion. But in addition, they have no program for 
the day-to-day struggles of the masses. 

The guerrilla groups have suffered terrible re­
pression in the last two years. The most active 
group, the People's Revolutionary Army (Ejercito 
Revolucionario del Pueblo- ERP), has some 150 
members in prison. 

Class collaboration 
The two major capitalist political formations 

cooperating in the GAN (Gran Acuerdo Nacional 
-Great National Agreement, Lanusse's name for 
the preparations for the.eledions) are the Peronists 
and the Radicals. In addition, all other capitalist 
political parties have joined in, from the Christian 
Democrats to the various split-offs from the Radi­
cals. 

To try to project the elections as the solution to 
the problems facing Argentina, the Lanusse dic­
tatorship has organized conferences to ·show the 
nation how all sectors of Argentina are supposedly 
sitting down together and working things out. At 
such conferences all the procapitalist groupings­
with the possible exception of the rightist New 
Force led by Alvaro Alsogaray-hold discussions 
with the Peronist labor leaders and Socialist and 
Communist leaders. 

The Communist Party has attempted to organize 
a popular front with "progressive" sectors of the 

' 
capitalist class in a grouping called the National 
Encounter of Argentines (~NA- Encuentro Na­
cional de los Argentinos ). 

JThe -ENA has participated in the Frente Civico 
(Civic Front), a formation representing "prodevel­
opment" sectors of the capitalist class and designed · 
to promote the elections. Sections of the Peronist 
movement are also working within the Civic F-ront. 

The Communist Party has attempted to maintain 
an image of opposition to the government. How­
ever, its policy through the ENA has been to give 
legitimacy to the politics of Lanusse and to the 
notion that Argentina's problems can be solved by 
the collaboration of the exploiters and the exploited. 

Only one political party has rejected this class- _ 
collaborationist policy, and that is the left wing 
of the Soci~list Party of Argentina (PSA) led by 
Juan Carlos Coral. The PS-A. was one of the parties 
legalized under Lanusse's call for elections. 

The PSA 1 

The Socialist Party (SP) in Argentina once had 
an important influence in the trade unions. But 
after the Peronist era, the SP was essentially re­
duced to an electoral formation. It split in f958 
into right and left social democratic parties. 

The left-wing group, called the PSA, began to 
radicalize under the impact of the Cuban revolu­
tion in the early 196Qs. It received a substantial 
number of votes in the mid-1960s, at times carry­
ing districts in Buenos Aires. 

In 1965 the PSA split aga~. The strQngly pro­
Cuban 'youth were e?Cpelled by the more conserva­
tive elements, in spite of the fact that the left had 
a majority of the membership. The 1965 split 
resulted in two PSAs, one led by Coral and the 
other by Jorge Selsar. 

The Selsar PSA has since united with a populist 
group and changed its name to the Popular So­
cialist Party (PSP); It has joined in building the 
GAN and supports the popular-front strategy of 
uniting with "progressive" capitalist politicians. 
Some members of Selsar's group have gone over 
tQ the Coral PSA in protest against these policies. 

After the 1965 split thePSA-(Coral)movedfurther 
to the left It rejected any blocs with capitalist 
parties. It declared against the Communist Party's 
theory of a two-stage revolution- that is, the theory 
that Argentina needs first a capitalist-democratic 
revolution and then, later; a socialist revolution. 
The PSA instead calls for a socialist revolution in 
Argentina. 

The PSA has called upon all working-class or­
ganizations to refuse to participate in the confer­
ences organized by the military dictatorship and to 
oppose all blocs with any. sector of the capital­
ist class. Instead, it has characterized the coming 
elections as a farce that cannot solve Argentina's 
problems and has urged all socialists to unite to 
form a socialist pole, or socialist alternative, 
against the capitalist pole of the GAN. 

Airmail subscriptions to Avanzada Socialista, 
weekly newspaper of the Argentine Socialist 
Party, are available for $5 for six months 
or $J 0 for a year from: PSA, 24 de Noviem­
bre 225, Capital Federal, Buenos Aires, Ar­
gentina. 

The PSA has taken the lead in urging socialists 
to take full advantage of the openings presented by 
the elections to reach the working class on a mass 
scale. It plans to run candidates against all the 
procapitalist candidates, calling for a workers gov­
ernment as the only government that can begin to 
meet the needs of the masses. 

PRT(La Verdad) 
The call for a socialist alternative in the elections 

and the recent rapid growth of the PSA is pa_rtially 
due to an agreement reached between the PSA and 
the PRT(La Verdad) (Partido Revolucionario de 
los Trabajadores- Revolutionary Workers Party). 

The PRT(La Verdad) is a Trotskyist party that 
has recently been growing rapidly among both 
students and workers. Organized underground be­
cause it is considered "illegal" by the government,, 
the PR T( La Verdad) has been able to gain in­
fluence in important trade unions, maintain a clan­
destine weekly newspaper, La Verdad (The Truth),­
and even lead some of Argentina's most impor­
tant strikes in the recent period. 

The PRT(La Verdad) position is that Argentina 
has entered a prerevolutionary situation since the 
Cordobazo in 1969. It holds that the Cordobazo 
revealed -the key to Argentina's revolution: that 
the urban workers, especially the industrial work­
ers, are the vanguard of revolutionary change. 

This group believes that the crucial task jn At­
Continued on page 22 
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Nixon on hot seat 

GOP officials aided Watergate snooping 
By DAN ROSENSHINE 
SEPT. 5- On June 17, five men were 
caught red-handed attempting to plant 

· electronic listening devices in the offices 
of the Democratic National Committee 
in the plush Watergate apartment com­
plex in Washington, D. C. The revela­
tions surrounding what has come to 
be called the "Watergate caper" have 
now mushroomed into a major na­
tional political scandal. 

At first, because of the obvious lack 
·of professionalism employed in t4e 
raid, many comm~ntators dismissed 
the idea that the White House or top 
Republican officials were involved. 

But the identities of those arrested 
on June 17 indicated that they were 
the type of unsavory characters who 
usually act as the hirelings of higher 
authorities. Four of the arrested men 
were from Florida, where they are ac­
tive in counterrevolutionary Cuban 
exile organizations. One of these, Ber­
nard Barker, was involved in 
planning the 1961 Bay of Pigs in­
vasion of Cuba, organized by the 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
under John Kennedy, in a futile at­
tempt to overthrow the Castro regime. 

The fifth, James McCord, was under 
contract when arrested to both the 
Republican National Committee and 
Nixon's campaign organization, the 
Committee for the Re-Election of the 
President, as a "security consultant." 
McCord is a 19-year veteran of the 
CIA. 

Within days, a sixth figure was im­
plicated- E. Howard Hunt, who was 
in charge of the CIA's operations in 
the Bay of Pigs invasion. Hunt has 
worked as a part-time White House 
"special consultant," although adminis­
tration spokesmen claimed that he had 
ceased his work there this spring. 

On July 7, the New York Times 
quoted friends of Hunt as saying that 
he had been employed in the White 
House right up to the time of the 
Watergate raid. 

The following exposures by the New 
York Times, the Washington Post, and 
a Florida state attorney have directly 
implicated top officials of the Republi­
can National Committee and Nixon's 
re-election committee in the planning 
and financing of the raid: 
• On July 25, the New York Times 
revealed that Bernard Barker, the on­
the-spot leader of the raid, had made 
at least 15 telephone calls to numbers 
located in Nixon's campaign head­
quarters in the weeks before the raid. 
One of the committee's lawyer's, G. 
Gordon Liddy, was quietly dismissed 
days after the raid when he refused 
to answer FBI questions about the 
raid. 
e On Aug. 1 the Washington Post re­
vealed that a $25,000 check to the 
Republican campaigh effort was chan­
neled through the Nixon committee's 
offices into Bernard Barker's bank 
account in Miami. . 

• Following the Watergate arrests, 
Richard Gerstein, Florida state attor­
ney for Dade County, launched an 
independent investigation to determine 
if a conspiracy had been organized 
in Miami. 

On Aug. 23 and 24, during the 
Republican convention in Miami 
Beach, Gerstein questioned high Re­
publican officials, including Maurice 
stans, a former Secretary of Com­
merce who is _now the chief fund-raiser 
for Nixon's presidential campaign. 
Gerstein established that an addition­
al $89,000 received by the Repub­
licans from anonymous contributors 
had been turned over to Barker. 

This made_ a total of $114,000 that 
Barker had received from Nixon's 
campaign committee. Stans denied 
any knowledge of the disbursement of 
the funds. But within days, the commit­
tee's treasurer, Hugh Sloan, resigned 
for "personal reasons." 

The dismissal of Liddy and the res­
ignation of Sloan drew attention to 
the fact that ex-Attorney General John 

Mitchell had resigned as head of the 
Nixon campaign committee on July 
1, also for "personal reasons." The 
press noted that Mitchell's resignation 
had followed the Watergate incident 
by only a few days. 

The information revealed by the · 
Washington Post and Gerstein forced 
a further investigation by a congres­
sional watch-dog agency called the 
General Accounting Office. The GAO 
report, r~eased on Aug. 26, showed 

Maurice Stans: "Knew nothing" 
about money given to Watergate 
snoopers. 

that the $114,000 turned over to Bar­
ker was part of a special $350,000 
cash reserve kept by the Republicans 
and not reported to federal authori­
ties. This is a clear violation of new 
election laws that require campaign 
organizations to report all income and 
expenses. 

We can expect to see further rev-
elations about the W ate:rgate caper as 

·the presidential election campaign un­
folds. This is particularly true since 
sources involved in the government's 
investigation are apparently leaking 
information to the news media. 

The Democratic Party is doing ev­
erything it can to milk the Watergate 
raid as a campaign issue. But gov­
ernment electronic surveillance didn't 
begin with Watergate; nor has its use 
been restricted to the Republicans. 

It was widely used during the Dem­
ocratic administrations of Truman, 
Kennedy, and Johnson. SiQce the end 
of World War II it has been constant­
ly employed by both Democrats and 
Republicans against movements for 

John Mitchell: Was his resigna­
tion due to Watergate affair? 

social change, including Black and 
Chicano organizations, antiwar 
groups, labor unions, and radical po­
litical organizations. 

The facts about the Watergate af­
fair, if fully exposed, can go far to 
educate the American people against 
the use of such pernicious and anti­
democratic methods. 

But for the Democratic Party to cry 
foul after Watergate is like the pot 
calling the kettle black. The truth is · 
that, from a capitalist point of view, 
the Republicans were wrong only for 
getting caught in the act. 

Palestinians demand return of villages 
By TONY THOMAS 
Despite statements by defenders of 
Zionism that Israel is not a settler­
colonialist state, the controversy that 
has arisen in Israel over the expul­
sion of the Arabs of the villages of 
Berem and Ikrit exposes this to be 
a myth. 

During the 1948 Arab-Israeli war, 
the inhabitants of these villages -.all 
Maronite Catholic Arabs who sup­
ported Israel against the Arab peo­
ples-were expelled from their vil­
lages. The villages are on the border 
of Lebanon- a location that the Zion­
ists claimed would make them vulner­
able to infiltration by Arab liberation 
forces. 

The villagers were told that they 
could return in 15 days. But they 
have been exiled from their homes 
ever s'ince on the basis of Israeli "se­
curity needs." In 1952, in the interests 
of this "security," both. villages were 
razed to the ground by Israeli troops. 

In the last few months the exiled 
villagers have mounted a campaign 
to be allowed to return. According to 
the Aug. 28 Christian Science Moni­
tor, more than 2,000 village-\"S now 
want to return. They petitioned the 
Israeli government-which most of 
them still support-for their right to 
resettle. On July 23 the government 
turned down their request. 

On Aug. 7, according to the Aug. 9 
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New York Times, "Policemen forcibly 
ejected about 300 Arabs and their 
sympathizers from the ruins of Berem. 
. . . The Arabs had tried to reoccupy 
some of the ruined houses. Several 
Arabs and policemen were slightly 
wounded. A priest said that he had 
been roughed up, and 18 arrests were 
made." 

On Aug. 8, Archbishop Joseph 'Raya 

Palestinians were expelled' from 
their homeland in 1948 and again 
during 1967 June war. 

met with Israeli Premier Golda Meir, 
· who turned down his demands. The 

Times reported that "about 100 left­
ists" demonstrated in support of the 
villagers outside Meir' s offices. 

According to the Times, the Arabs 
have won support from "New Leftists," 
the Communist Party of Israel, and 
other radicals. This incident has also 
caused broader segments of Israeli 
society to question Israel's "security" 
policies. This sentiment· is so strong 
that Israeli Deputy Premier Yigal Al­
lon has tried to demagogically iden­
tify himself with this opposition ... 

Twenty well-known Israeli writers, 
including Amos Elon, Abba Kovner, 
Amos Oz, Haim Refer, and Y or am 
Kaniuk, appealed to Meir to allow 
the villager!!! to return. 

Henry Kamm, writing from Jeru­
salem in the Aug. 20 New York Times, 
explained that Meir's attitude was that 
resettlement of these villagers "'ould 
"expose Israel to so grave .a threat 
to her internal balance that any 
thought of it must be rejected until a 
peace agreement for the Middle East 
has been concluded [that is, until all 
threats to Zionism from the Arab rev­
olution have disappeared]." 

Kamm reported that "The Govern­
ment is worried that the return of the 
expelled Arabs to Berem and Ikrit­
they would be the first displaced Arabs 

to be allowed to resettle-would set 
off a chain of 'thousands and thou­
sands' of demands from other Arabs 
who lost their villages in 1948. 

"'And not just villages,' a ranking 
[Israeli] official said. ' Think of such 
towns as Lydda, Ramie and Jaffa.' 
They are among the originally Arab 
towns that are now predominantly 
Jewish." 

The problem for the Israelis is not, 
however, limited just to these specific 
towns. All of Israel was "originally 
Arab" but is now "predominantly 
Jewish" because of the expulsion of 
Arabs. The ·Israeli state is built on 
denial of the right of the majority 
of three million Palestinians to live· 
in their homeland. This question 
has gained added impact since 
Israel occupied additional Arab ter­
ritories in the 1967 war with the Arab 
states. 

The opposition to the Berem and 
Ikrit expulsions reached a high point 
on Aug. 23 when a demonstration of 
3,000 Arab and Israeli supporters of 
the villagers marched ·through· the 
streets of Jerusalem. The demonstra­
tors were led by Archbishop Raya, 
Israel liberal Uri Avnery, and by rep­
resentatives of the Moslem Arabs. The 
demonstrators carried signs saying 
"Justice for Arabs as well as Jews in 
Israel," and "We don't want to be refu­
gees in our own country." 
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Victory in seven~year fight 

Vietnam aucus wins'OtJ 
vote at·nat'l teachers con, 
By JEFF MACKLER 
ST. PAUL, Minn.- The fifty-sixth an­
nual convention of the American Fed­
eration of Teachers (AFT) met here 
Aug. 21-25. It discussed the important 
political issues, including the war in 
Southeast Asia, facing teachers in this 
election year. 

On the final day of the convention, 
the AFT ended its seven-year debate 
on the war with the passage of the 
Minnesota Resolution · on Southeast 
Asia calling for the "immediate and 
total withdrawal of all 'U. S. troops 
and military materiel from Vietnam 
and Indochina." 

The resolution condemned the wage 
controls of the Nixon administration 
and stated that the war, not wages, is 
the major cause of inflation. 

It noted that so-called price controls 
were "virtually unenforceable" while no 
limits were placed on profits and in: 
terest rates. 

While the final resolution did not 
endorse the fall demonstrations 
against the war called by the National 
Peace Action Coalition ( NP AC), it did 
call attention to the fact that many 
AFT affiliates had endorsed the "mas­
sive, peaceful, and legalassemblages" 
of the American people against the 
war. 

The resolution called for AFT of­
ficials to· affiliate with the recently 
formed trade-union antiwar organiza­
tion, Labor for Peace. It also man­
dated them to call for the immediate­
withdrawal position at the next na­
tional convention of the AFL-CIO. 

It was clear that the great majority 
of the 1,508 delegates opposed the war 

The AFT Vietnam Caucus mobi­
lized support for the strong anti­
war resolution adopted by the 
convention. Those· who want to 
learn more about the caucus can 
write to: 2520 Stevens Ave., Min­
neapolis, Minn. 55404. 
and were prepared to break with the 
prowar Meany supporters in the AFT 
on this question. However, there was 
little evidence that opposition had de­
veloped on several other key questions 
facing teacher unionists and the labor 
movement as a whole. 

While. there is an increased recep­
tivity to the concept of independent 
labor political action and the ·forma­
tion of a labor party; interest in these 
ideas has yet to pass beyond the level 
of curiosity. 

Following a keynote speech by Dem­
oct:_atic presidential candidate George 
McGovern, the delegates voted over­
whelmingly to endorse his campaign. 
Well over two-thirds of the delegates 
supported the motion. r The only real 
opposition came from pro-Meany ele­
meJ?tS who would have preferred no 
endorsement at all. 

The latter position was represented 
by Albert Shanker, president of the 
AFT's largest affiliate, the 70,000-
member New York City local. 
He counterposed to the McGovern en­
dorsement a motion for an advisory 
membership referendum. Shanker's 
motion was seen more as a delaying 
tactic and a token statement of sup­
port for the Meany position than as 
a serious alternative to McGovern. 

12 

trend toward militant union action by 
teachers, regardless of which organiza­
tion they are affiliated with. 

Since the UAC was not able to of­
fer an alternative program to the 
AFT, its opposition to merger with 
the NEA drew its strength from sim­
plistic antileadership sentiment. That 
is, it appeared that the UAC's op­
position was not so much to the con­
cept of merger itself as it was to the 
fact that merger was not being con­
ducted under its leadership. 

Militant 

Raoul Teilhet, president of Calif. Federation of Teachers, speaks at 
Vietnam Caucus meeting. Clear majority of delegates endorsed Min­
nesota antiwar resolution before it ct:~me to the floor. 

Neither of the contending power 
caucuses in the AFT offered a real 
alternative to teachers seeking a pro­
gram to meet the challenge of the 
massive attacks being waged against 
the trade-union movement. The 
Shanker-Seiden Progressive Caucus 
represents the most conservative, nar­
row interests in American trade union­
ism. 

Tied to the Democratic Party, op­
posed to the struggles of the Black 
and Puerto Rican communities to con­
trol the schools, and firm supporters 
of U. S. imperiaHst policy in Vietnam, 
the Progressive Caucus leaders have 
opposed every attempt to mobilize the 
AFT and the labor movement around 
a program of action independent of 
the political parties that every day 
join in attacking labor. 

The sole delegate who spoke for a 
labor party was poorly received. Nev­
ertheless, the past year has witnessed 
some dissatisfaction with the tra­
ditional pro-Democratic Party orien­
tation of the AFT. At the state con­
vention of the California Federation 
of Teachers, for example, more than 
35 percent of the delegates voted for 
a motion favoring the formation of 
a labor party. The very same day, 
however, the same delegates voted al­
most unanimously to endorse McGov­
ern. 

Such contradictions are not uncom­
mon in the AFT. At a meeting of 
an opposition grouping at the St. Paul 
convention, the United Action Caucus 
( UAC), a p(atform statement was 
passed that held that the AFT must 
oppose candidates who favor a wage 
freeze, compulsory arbitration, and 
who reject the right of public employ­
ees to strike. 

It further stated that the AFT should 
support only those candidates who fa­
vor the immediate withdrawal of all 
forces from Southeast Asia. But the 
concluding paragraph of this section 
called for support to the McGovern­
Shriver ticket to implement these ideas. 

Leaders of the United Action Caucus 
did not explain why they endorsed a 
candidate who opposed the essential 
features of the caucus platform on the 
issue of political action. 

Merger debate 
A major debate at the convention 

centered on the AFT's attitude toward 
the possibility of a future merger with 
the National Education Association 
(NEA). For the past several years, 
NEA affiliates have moved steadily 
away from their formerly well­
deserved reputation as company_ 
unions. The NEA has conducted state­
wide strikes, favored collective bar­
gaining, and otherwise rapidly moved 
in the direction of teacher unionism. 

In New York, for example, the 95,-
000-member state affiliate merged 
with the 90,000-member state AFT 
federation. Similar merger nego­
tiations are under way in Illinois and 
Michigan. It is not unlikely that the 
next few years will see the unification 
of both major teacher organizations 

into the largest national union in the 
United States. 

The mounting government attacks 
on public employees in general and 
teachers in particular has brought in­
to focus the need for teacher unity and 
joint action. Although the promerger 
forces in the AFT, led by President 
David Selden and Albert Shanker, see 
merger only as an opportunity to 
build a stronger Democratic Party lob­
bying apparatus in the state legisla­
tures and Congress, the unification 
of teachers offers militant trade union­
ists opportunities that go far beyond 
the narrow conceptions of the present 
bureaucratic leadership. The move­
ment toward merger is a clear reflec­
tion of the desire by teachers to better 
defend themselves against attack. 

The opposition United Action Cau­
cus completely cut itself off from this 
current when it built its entire cam­
paign around opposition to merger. 
The UAC' s attempts to cover its anti­
merger rhetoric with charges that the 
NEA is still a company union did not 
hold water with the hundreds of dele­
gates who have witnessed the growing 

The opposition caucus unfortunate­
ly had little more to offer than plat­
itudes about "new ideas" and "new 
leadership." The UAC's platform was 
almost identical to the Progressive 
Caucus's on the issue of community 
control of the schools. Both groups 
prefer to remain on the safe ground 
of vague phrases about "parent-stu­
dent involvement." Both caucuses fa­
vor support to the Democratic Party 
in general and McGovern in particu­
lar. 

Although the UAC .opposed the war 
and called for the immediate with­
drawal of all U. S. forces from Viet­
nam, its candidates did not make the 
war more than a minor issue in their 
campaign. The UAC played almost 
no role in the fight to oppose the war 
at this convention. 

Endorsement of upcoming fall antiwar actions was deleted from Min­
nesota, resolution by narrow vote, but resolution as passed mentions 
AFT participation in "massive, peaceful, and legal assemblages," such 
as the one above in San Francisco. 
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Rising protest over witch-hunt trials 

"Don't keep blaming the government 
and attemp_t revolution," she warned. 
"We admit our failings but we expect 
you to point it out to us through your 
MP' s." To make certain that the MP' s 
jobs would not be threatened by such 
"pointing out," Bandaranaike's parlia­
ment recently extended its term of of­
fice until 1978. 

By Fred Feldman 

The trial of forty-one Sri Lanka 
youths accused of participating in the 
April 1971 uprising is continuing de­
spite protests by defense attorneys and 
growing opposition by trade unions 
and civil libertarians to the United 
Front government's effort to railroad 
them to prison. The forty-one are the 
first contingent to be singled out for 
public trial. Of the 18,000 youths who 
were seized for allegedly engaging in 
the uprising, at least 10,000 are still 
in jails and detention camps. 

Among those now on trial for con­
spiring to "wage war against the 
queen" (Ceylon's "socialisf' govern­
ment remains in the British Common­
wealth) is Rohana Wijeweera, leader 
of the J anatha Vimukthi Per am una 
(JVP), the radical youth group that 
headed the uprising. 

According to the August 17 Ceylon 
Times, only three of the thirty-two 
prisoners who appeared for trial (nine 
are reportedly still "at large") pleaded 
guilty to the charges. Attorney General 
Victor Tennekoon charged in his 
opening argument at a hearing 
August 10 that the youths were re­
sponsible for civilian deaths during 
the uprising. The government appar­
ently hopes to use the trial to shift 
the blame for the massacres committed 
by Bandaranaike' s security forces on­
to the young rebels. 

At the August 10 session, H. N. G. 
Fernando, president of the Criminal 
Justice Commission, specially set up 
to try these cases, overruled defense 
objections that the act creating the 
commission was illegal, that the al­
leged offenses are not now punishable 
by law, that the suspects should not 
be required to plead, and that evi­
dence should not be heard regarding 
suspects who are missing or dead. 
Fernando refused to hear any defense 
arguments in support of these objec­
tions. 

In protest against Fernando's arbi­
trary rulings, five defense attorneys 
(G. D. C. Weerasinghe, Edmund Sa­
marakkody, Lakshman Guruswamy, 
M. B. Ratnayake, and Harischandra 
Mendis) withdrew from the trial. This 
act, plu~ efforts by defendants to make 
statements in their own defense, led 
Attorney General Tennekoon to direct­
ly threaten defendants and attorneys 
who oppose the procedures of the com-

mission. 
According to the Ceylon Times, Ten­

nekoon said: 
"While we pay all respect to the pre­

sumption of the innocence of the ac­
cused until they have been proven 
guilty, these very incidents are proof 
of their guilt. ... I should not be 
surprised if last night they conspired 
to do this." 

The Ceylon Times report continued: 
"He added that it might be well to 
remember that some of the lawyers 
who appeared for them were them­
selves declared revolutionaries with­
out revolutionary parties and they 
would very willingly join this kind of 
conspiracy." 

Wijeweera charged that he had not 
been permitted to see a lawyer who 
attempted to visit him. 

Although Fernando promised short­
ly after the defense attorneys' walkout 
that "in the interest of justice we will 
permit them [defendants] to cross-ex­
amine witnesses, to call evidence and 
to address when necessary," it 
remains to be seen whether these con­
cessions will prove real. Only prose­
cution arguments and witnesses have 
been heard so far. The attorney gen­
eral's threats against attorneys and 

defendants justify skepticism about 
the reliability of Fernando's prom­
ises. 

The increasingly isolated United 
Front Government of Prime Minister 
Sirimavo Bandaranaike is seeking to 
placate opposition by prom1smg 
large-scale releases of detainees in the 
near future. Felix Dias Bandaranaike 
told a gathering that 7,000 will be 
released "very soon." A later statement 
from the Justice Ministry asserted that 
4,000 would be released by mid-Oc­
tober. Those released would be "re­
quired to report to Rehabilitation 
Committees regularly." 

Despite such promises, Prime Min­
ister Bandaranaike has been making 
frequent speeches denouncing the is­
land's young people and blaming 
them for many of the economic and 
political troubles faced by her gov­
ernment. According to the Ceylon 
Times of August 10, in one such ora­
tion Bandara'naike "appealed to youth 
to change their values and attitudes. 
. . . Referring to the insurrection she 
said a band of impatient men who 
were misguided wanted instant social­
ism. All they did was to put the clock 
back and wreck what was already 
achieved." 

A recent indication of rising oppo­
sition to the seventeen-month-old state 
of emergency is a leaflet issued July 
20 entitled "Against Repression!" The 
statement is signed by Prins Gunase­
kera, general secretary of the Human 
and Democratic Rights Organisation, 
Bala Tampoe, general secretary of the 
Ceylon Mercantile Union ( Tampoe is 
also the attorney for several defen­
dants in the current trial), Keerthie 
Seneviratne, president of the Ceylon 
Estates Staffs' Union, Leslie Fernan­
do, joint secretary of the Central 
Council of Ceylon Trade Unions, and 
M.S. Sellasamy, general secretary of 
the Ceylon Workers' Congress. 

The leaflet calls for a one-day hun­
ger strike to demand repeal of the 
Public Security and Criminal Justice 
Commission Acts, and the end of re­
pression against dissenters. It repre­
sents the first such call for mass pro­
test action issued by prominent politi­
cal figures since the state of emergency 
was instituted in March, 1971. 

The leaflet also informs readers of 
the July 7, 1972, resolution passed 
by the General Council of Advocates 
of Sri Lanka denouncing the Crim­
inal Justice Commission Act, under 
which the current trials are taking 
place. 0 

Pickets march outside the Sri Lanka embassy in Tokyo. They demanded restoration of democratic 

rights in Sri Lanka, the repeal of all undemocratic laws in that country, and the immediate release 

of some ll ,000 political prisoners held by the Bandaranaike government. The Tokyo demonstration 

was sponsored by the Ceylon Solidarity Campaign in Japan. 



World Outlook 

Australian 
Aborigines: 

the new 
Black militancy 

[The following article is reprinted 
from the Aug. 24 issue of Direct Action, 
an Australian biweekly published by 
supporters of the Socialist Workers 
League and the Socialist Youth Al­
liance. 

[A new Black liberation movement 
has arisen in Australia, fighting for 
the rights of the 150,000 aborigines 
who occupy the lowest rungs of Aus­
tralian society. The aborigines, orig­
inal inhabitants of Australia, were 
massacred, persecuted, and herded off 
the best lands and into "reserves" by 
the British settlers. 

[In February a group of young 
aborigines set up tents on the lawn 
across from the Australian parliament 
house in Canberra, declaring them­
selves the Aboriginal Embassy. The 
Embassy was established as a pro­
test against the government refusal 
to recognize land claims of the 
aborigines. 

[The Embassy was an acute embar­
rassment to the Australian govern­
ment- receiving international press 
coverage- until police were sent in 
July 20 to tear down the tents and 
forcefully disperse the protesters. On 
July 23 an attempt to set up tents 
to reestablish the Embassy was bru­
tally defeated by police. 

[In response to this attack, more 
than 2,000 people, including some 
500 Blacks, came to Canberra from 
across the country to protest. The 
demonstration was supported by trade­
union officials and a Labour Party 
member of Parliament. 

[The Black Moratorium referred to 
in the article was a day of protest 
July 14, when demonstrations by 
Blacks took place in most major cities 
of Australia demanding aboriginal 
land rights and an end to repres­
sion and discrimination against 
Blacks.] 

By John Sims 

Events over the past two months, 
including the Black Moratorium and 
the period of organisation leading up 
to it, and the upsurge around the 
Black Embassy in Canberra attest to 
the crystallisation of a clearly defined 
black liberation movement which is 
ably led and enjoys wide support from 
the black community. Both the Black 
Moratorium and the events around 
the Embassy provided for the first 
time a national focus for the demands 
of black people. 

Both ~vents saw more black people 
prepared to demonstrate for their 

rights than at any previous time. Both 
events also saw black people prepared 
to resist intimidation by the forces of 
the capitalist state. 

In Darwin, where the march was 
banned, 200 black people marched 
on July 14, and in Sydney and Mel­
bourne the marches and rallies pro­
ceeded despite police attempts to pro­
voke confrontations aimed at smash­
ing the demonstrations. 

In Sydney especially, black demon­
strators were singled out for special 
attention by the police. 

Despite such provocations and at­
tempts at intimidation, the July 14 
marches were peaceful, largely due 
to the awareness by the black people 
that violent confrontations with the 
police would serve the interests of the 
state, not the black movement. July 
14 and the Embassy events revealed 
a deep feeling in the black community 
that the problems facing black people 
had to be tackled vigorously and that 
militant extraparliamentary action 
was the only course open after decades 
of genocidal policies handed down by 
the various governments. 

The demands raised by the Black 
Moratorium varied slightly from state 
to state. However, the demands raised 
in Melbourne contain the essence of the 
most important demands raised in 
other centres. The Melbourne demands 
were: 

1. Absolute ownership, including 
mineral and forestry rights, over all 
reserves and traditional areas to be 
vested in the black communities as­
sociated with these areas. 

2. Full compensation for all land 
seized since 1770. 

3. The right and power of black 
communities to control their lives and 
land. 

4. Support for all black struggles 
for: a) an immediate and massive 
health programme to eliminate infant 
mortality; b) full employment on at 
least award wages; c) decent housing 
and no evictions; d) black studies and 
culture in education; e) real equality 
of opportunity in education; f) an end 
to all discriminatory legislation (e.g., 
Queensland Aborigines and Torres 
Strait Islanders Act 1971); g) free le­
gal aid. 

5. That an Aboriginal Claims Com­
mission be set up and be controlled 
and elected by Black People. 

6. That all government bodies con­
cerned primarily with Aboriginal Af­
fairs be reconstituted so that they are 
directly controlled by black people. 

7. A Commonwealth Grant Fund be 
established under black control such 
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Police attack Aboriginal Embassy during demonstration. Australian blacks se 

from the parliament house in Canberra to protest government refusal to recog1 

that blacks will control a proportion 
of the Gross National Product equal 
to the black proportion of the popula­
tion. 

These demands encompass the basic 
needs of the black people and provide 
a basis for ongoing campaigns which 
will further the advancement of the 
black struggle. 

Land rights 

In 1968, when the Gurindji people 
walked off Wave Hill cattle station 
and took possession of their tradition­
al lands at W attic Creek, they set an 
example which has provided a focus 
for black struggles and an inspiration 
to black people ever since. 

More recently the black people of 
Yirrkala in Arnhem Land took Na­
b a leo (a Swiss mining consortium) 
and the Australian government to the 
High Court to fight a wholesale take­
over of their land for mining purposes. 
Predictably, the Yirrkala lost- basi­
cally because they could not prove 
proprietary rights (i.e., economic own­
ership) of the land, although they 
could prove a social and ritual re­
lationship predating the European ar­
rival in this country. 

In his judgment of the case, Justice 
Blackburn produced his famous state­
ment that: "The (Yirrkala) people be­
long to the land but the land does not 
belong to the people." 

The land rights demand has 
gathered impetus to the point where it 
is now probably the major demand 
of the black movement. 

At the present time, the most influ­
ential forces opposing the granting of 
land rights to black people are the 
mining companies and the interna­
tional pastoralist companies which 
support the Country Party and in turn 
are supported by it. The present in-

crease in mmmg activity makes it in­
evitable that the land rights demand 
will probably receive no more than 
token recognition by the capitalist gov­
ernments. 

The mining companies oppose black 
ownership and control of the mineral 
interests on black reserves, but with 
the demand for land rights growing, 
the governments may be forced to re­
sort to manoeuvres such as granting 
land and mineral rights in such a 
way that the blacks would find it nec­
essary to sell their mineral rights 
cheaply to the mining companies. Such 
manoeuvres have succeeded in rob­
bing the black people of their rights 
in the past, but the growing political 
awareness of black people is limiting 
the government's scope for such ma­
noeuvres. 

Civil rights 

Demands for the right to employ­
ment, adequate housing, equal edu­
cational opportunities, adequate health 
facilities, elimination of discriminatory 
legislation and practices, etc., are be­
ing increasingly raised by blacks liv­
ing in urban areas. It is they who suf­
fer most directly and consistently from 
unemployment and victimisation by 
the police. As a result of the urban 
blacks taking up such demands, rural 
blacks also are beginning to mobilise 
around the civil rights issue. 

Some of the circumstances which are 
leading black people to struggle for 
civil rights are: the infant mortality 
rate among blacks in the north and 
west of Australia is over 100 per 1,000 
(the average for the whole population 
is 18 per 1,000); blacks in most jobs 
(but particularly the pastoral indus­
try) are usually the last hired and 
first fired, and in Western Australia 
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48 percent of all convictions in the 
courts are against black people, who 
make up three percent of the popula­
tion. (Queensland apparently has simi­
lar figures.) 

Some of the civil rights demands 
may be granted under capitalism, 
others will not be -for example, the 
right to employment. As a whole, the 
demands for civil rights bring the 
black movement into head-on con­
frontation with the capitalist system. 
The demands, which call for massive 
reallocation of resources (it would re­
quire $250-million to provide ade­
quate housing alone, for aborigines), 
attack the very system which creates 
the inequalities and discrimination 
from which black people suffer. 

Where now for 

the black movement? 

Following the upsurge around July 
14 and the Black Embassy, the way 
lies open for the black movement to 
build upon the support it has already 
won, to build further mass actions in 
an ongoing campaign for black rights. 
Failure to define clear perspectives for 
struggle employing the support which 
exists could lead to dissipation of the 
movement. 

None of the demands of the Black 
Moratorium have been won, nor will 
they be won unless a vigorous on­
going campaign is waged. The aim 
of the black movement should be to 
involve ever growing numbers of peo­
ple directly in the struggle for black 
liberation. Out of the movement thus 
created will emerge the black cadres 
necessary to carry the struggle fur­
ther, to tackle the task of creating a 
black party, the tool which the black 
people can use to seize control once 
and for all, of the factors which con­
trol their eyeryday lives. 0 

Yugoslavia 

Belgrade 
students 
sentenced 
to prison 
By C. Malagnou 

Miko Tripalo, the former leader of 
the League of Communists in Croatia 
who was deposed for having permitted 
and fostered the nationalist explosion 
of last November-December, has 
asked that he be retired at the age of 
forty-five. It is not likely that he will 
be brought to trial. 

But other trials have taken place 
recently, several of them aimed at left­
ist opponents or critics of the Yugo­
slav political system. 

Mihailo Djuric, professor of law in 
Belgrade, was sentenced to two years 
in prison for having stated- a year 
ago- that the new constitutional re­
form threatened to reshape the coun­
try along simple geographical lines. 
At that time Annals, the law faculty re­
view, published his remarks, and this 
was enough for the magazine to be 
seized. Today Djuric has been sen­
tenced, even though events in Croatia 

Argentina 

Demand for 
investigation 
of massacre 

[The following front-page editorial 
on the August 16 murder of the guer­
rillas in Trelew by the Argentine mili­
tary appeared in the August 23 issue 
of Avanzada Socialista, published 
weekly by the Partido Socialista Ar­
gentino (Argentine Socialist party). It 
was entitled "Repudiate the Massacre: 
We demand an investigation and pun­
ishment of those responsible." The 
translation is by Intercontinental 
Press.] 

Our party, which has stated its op­
position to the mistaken methods of 
the guerrillas, shares the angry sus­
picion of the workers and the people 
that the fifteen* revolutionists killed 
in the Almirante Zar Base were vi­
ciously murdered by the navy, which 
was responsible for guarding them. 
The official explanation is full of un­
answered questions and points that 
need clarification, yet the bloody re­
pressive and political meaning of this 
deed is clear. The armed forces and 
the government cannot expect the 
country and the people to be satisfied 
with the explanation that has been of­
fered. 

This explanation raises certain ques­
tions that are today being asked by the 

have proved him correct. 
This sentencing, in Serbia, of an 

internationalist Communist militant 
and editor of the magazine Praxis on 
charges of Serbian "nationalism" is 
no doubt intended as pressure on the 
authorities in Zagreb to deal severely 
with "their" nationalists. 

Around the same time, three Bel­
grade students accused of reconstitut­
ing the Fourth International in Yugo­
slavia were also brought to trial. But 
in large part the trial had already 
taken place. For all practical pur­
poses, the press had already found 
the defendants guilty. This was so 
flagrant that the Belgrade newspaper 
Student protested against the way the 
weekly Nin had printed, in its March 
5 issue, "the secrets of 'our' Trotsky­
ists." 

According to the indictment, the de­
fendants had written a call for an 
"initiative group for the creation of 
a revolutionary party" whose princi­
ples were set down in an article ( un­
published) on "the political system of 
a completely self-managing society." 

The defense tried to explain that 
mere possession of books or pam­
phlets proves nothing, that the accu­
sation was based on allegations and 
not on proof. But in vain. 

The defense tried- also without suc­
cess- to get the trial postponed so as 
to be able to hear testimony from 
Predrag Vranicki, newly elected rector 
of the University of Zagreb, a member 
of the Praxis editorial board, and an 
expert on questions of Trotskyism. 
(Vranicki published a six-volume set 
of works by Trotsky in Yugoslavia.) 
When the attorneys for the nationalist 
students in Zagreb requested a post­
ponement of their trial, it was granted. 

entire country. How did the officer on 
duty and in charge of guarding the 
nineteen most important politico-mili­
tary prisoners in the country come to 
find himself alone with them, in a 
corridor, at 3:40 a.m. with a machine 
gun in his hands? How did the guer­
rillas manage to get weapons for the 
subsequent shootout? How did it hap­
pen that all of the prisoners and none 
of the jailers were killed or wounded in 
the shootout and that the hostage 
emerged alive and unhurt? What could 
have driven the prisoners to such a 
preposterous act as that of confront­
ing 400 watchful soldiers, on a mili­
tary base in the middle of the desert, 
with no hope of escaping, when just 
a few days earlier, in circumstances 
where the possibilities for escaping 
were better, they surrendered uncon­
ditionally? 

The fraudulent nature of the official 
version in face of these basic questions 
is obvious. No decree or clampdown 
can overcome the suspicion that this 
was a premeditated massacre- a mas­
sacre that could have expressed the 
military's hatred for the guerrillas and 
its thirst for vengeance against them, 
or that could in addition have had a 
coup d'etat as an ultimate political 
objective. 

It is the government itself that is 
attempting to cover up these doubts 
by limiting itself, late on Bloody 
Tuesday and then in a lengthy session 
of the military chiefs, to placing a 
ban on any information from the guer­
rilla groups and stating that the pro­
cess of democratic normalization lead­
ing up to elections [next year] would 
continue its course. 

If the hunger and poverty of the 
workers, together with the biased and 
repressive character of the military 
government, were decisive obstacles, 
limiting the process of restoring civil 
institutions, the unexplained killing of 
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The question of Ernest Mandel came 
up during the trial. In November 1971 
he had been invited to speak on the 
subject of Trotskyism at the "Red 
Horse" student forum in Belgrade. 
Through some curious mistake, the 
press had earlier implicated one Hein­
rich Mandel, who does not exist.* The 
advantage of this was that a "sub­
versive" Mandel was dragged in with­
out naming the Mandel, who is well 
known in Yugoslavia since he has 
been invited there officially on several 
occasions. In the trial, of course, such 
an "insertion" could not be upheld. 

In his last speech to the court the 
defendant Pavel Imsirovic said, "Pow­
er in Yugoslavia is not in the hands 
of the working people . . . It is not 
a government of the working class." 
The prosecutor took this opportunity 
to file a new charge against him. 

Two of the defendants, Milan Niko­
lic and P. Imsirovic, were sentenced 
to two years in prison. The third, 
Jelka Kljajic, got a year and a half. 

They listened in silence to the pro­
nouncement of the sentences, holding 
in their hands red carnations, the sym­
bol of the June 1968 student revolt, 
the first mass protest against social 
inequalities and the tendencies toward 
capitalist restoration in Yugoslavia. 

The Yugoslav bureaucracy is hitting 
at the right and the left. It does not 
want any force to appear further left 
than itself. But through the trials of 
the leftists, the Yugoslav leadership's 
struggle against the right is shown 
up for what it is-a sham battle. 0 

*Ernest Mandel's father, long dead, was 
named Henri. 

fifteen revolutionists on a naval mili­
tary base can end the government's 
control over this process. 

The Argentine Socialist party will 
continue its stubborn struggle to de­
fend even the most minor vestige of 
constitutional political rights and the 
most modest civil rights won by the 
working-class and popular masses. In 
defending them, we call for denuncia­
tion of the Trelew massacre and for 
its investigation by a commission con­
sisting of the CGT [Confederacion 
General del Trabajo- General Con­
federation of Labor] and the working­
class and popular political parties. 
We call for punishment of those re­
sponsible to the full extent of the law. 
This is the way to halt the sinister 
escalation that the repressive forces 
are embarking on, and to block suc­
cess for any attempt at a military 
coup by the far right against the 
masses. We must alert the working 
people, and especially the workers' 
movement and its class organizations, 
to the need to compel trade-union and 
political leaders to speak out against 
the Trelew massacre and call for a 
clarification of the matter and the pun­
ishment of those responsible; to de­
nounce any attempt at an ultrareac­
tionary military coup; and to place 
no confidence in the present military 
government, which must be replaced 
by a workers' and popular govern­
ment. 

Regardless of what comes out of this 
necessary investigation, the Argentine 
Socialist party repudiates the blood­
bath, the responsibility for which lies 
with the military dictatorship that took 
power six years ago. 0 

* This was the number at the time the 
editorial was written. Later, another of 
those wounded died, bringing the total 
to sixteen. Whether the other three who 
were wounded survived remains to be 
seen. 
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Peking 
denies 
Bangladesh 
United 
Nations 
seat 

Japan 

~Greatest 

pollution in 
the world' 

"Kogai"- environmental pollution­
has become a widely discussed topic 
in Japan. Jun Ui, writing in the July 1 
issue of the Osaka periodical Shin­
sa.yoku, states, "We Japanese are liv­
ing in the most heavily polluted coun­
try in the world." He charges that 
the growing economic power of Ja­
pan's ruling class is costing the Jap­
anese people a heavy price in illness 
and lowered quality of life. 

In recent years, new fatal diseases 
have appeared, stemming from the 
pollution of Japan's waters by giant 
corporations. Minamata disease (a 
nervous ailment caused by methyl 
mercury), ltai-ltai disease (cadmium 
poisoning), and the Kanemi Rice Oil 
disease have already claimed many 
lives. The demands by victims and 

China, in its first use of its Security 
Council veto, voted against a resolu­
tion to admit Bangladesh to the 
United Nations on August 25. The 
resolution, which was submitteq by 
the Soviet Union, India, Yugoslavia, 
and Great Britain, was supported by 
eleven of the fifteen members, with 
three abstentions. Although only 
China voted to oppose the entry of 
the new country, its vote constitutes 
a veto since it is a permanent mem­
ber of the Security Council. 

"My delegation cannot compromise 
on important questions of principle," 
explained Huang Hua, chief delegate 
of a regime that supported Yahya 
Khan's brutal efforts to suppress the 
revolt that led to the creation of Ban­
gladesh, a regime that chose, in the 
midst of the savage bombing raids 
against North Vietnam last June, to 
begin to deliver $300,000,000 in eco­
nomic and military aid to Pakistan, 
including sixty MIG-19 jet fighters 
badly needed in Vietnam for use 
against American B-52s. 

The formal reasons that Huang 
gave for his government's action were 
that Bangladesh was defying two 
United Nations resolutions calling for 
the withdrawal of all foreign troops 
from Bangladesh and for the repa­
triation of prisoners of war in ac­
cordance with the Geneva conventions. 

"Empty promises are not enough. 
Applicants for membership have to 
show their willingness to abide by the 
obligations contained in the charter," 
Huang asserted the day before the 
vote, suggesting that more stringent 
rules hold for applicants than for a 
member like the United States that 
regularly violates the charter of an 
outfit that it helped create and that it 
dominates. 

their families for compensation are 
having repercussions in Japanese pol­
itics. 

Ui points out that Japan's favor­
able position in the world market and 
the profits raked in by the capitalists 
depend on low wages, protectionist 
policies, and "kogai." The minimally 
effective waste treatment processes used 
in the United States are only begin­
ning to be introduced in Japan. 

Ui takes a dim view of the govern­
ment's new pollution control legisla­
tion, drafted in response to widespread 
protest demonstrations. "The processes 
involved in the preparation of pol­
lution control laws indicate that the 
major aim of these laws is simply 
to control the antipollution movement." 

That this skepticism is well founded 
is indicated by the response of one 
government official to a group of Mi­
namata victims who had come to To­
kyo to demand action. Pointing out 
the window, he said, "In that five­
story building over there many doc­
tors from Tokyo University are doing 
research and they say that your claim 
about the waste from the factory is 
groundless." The doctors, the research, 
and their findings were all fictional. 
As Ui notes, "This shows that our 
bureaucrats are easy liars, wi.en they 
think that the victims do not know 
the truth." D 

Huang preceded his veto with a bit­
ter attack on the Soviet Union. He 
charged that "the sole purpose of So­
viet socialist imperialism is to further 
control India and Bangladesh, to ex­
pand the spheres of her influence and 
to bully Pakistan at will." He accused 
the Kremlin of following a policy of 
"honey in mouth and dagger in heart" 
in its aggressive designs on many 
countries, "including those in Africa 
and the Middle East." Some of these 
aggressions were "about to be re­
vealed," he predicted. 

Bangladesh's foreign minister, Ab­
dus Samad Azad, responded to the 
veto by describing the Peking regime's 
role as that of "a preacher of hatred 
and confrontation." "It is obvious," he 
charged, "that China is following a 
deliberate policy calculated to create 
tension and instability in the sub­
continent." 

Soviet UN representative Viktor 
Issraelyan sharply denounced the 
Chinese veto and accused Huang of 
"repeating the approach by the late 
John Foster Dulles, who also saw So­
viet influence everywhere." The Soviet 
press agency, TASS, accused the Pe­
king regime of following an "obstruc­
tionist policy" with regard to Bangla­
desh. "Other Soviet media contended 
that this stand showed China's claim 
of support in third-world countries 
was a false one," wrote New York 
Times correspondent Hedrick Smith 
from Moscow August 26. 

While the Kremlin is trying to take 
advantage of China's veto to discredit 
it in the "third world," an intensifica­
tion of polemics against the policies 
of the Peking regime has been under­
way for several weeks in Moscow. 
"Peking has also come under fire here 
in the last 10 days," Smith reported, 
"for allegedly putting financial profit 

In our September 11 issue, In­
tercontinental Press will carry the 
full text of the oppositionist leaf­
let which was recently circulated 
in Moscow. 

Intercontinental Press has the 
most complete coverage of the anti­
bureaucratic movement in the 
USSR and Eastern Europe of any 
American periodical. A few 
examples: 

e The complete transcript of the 
trial of Vladimir Bukovsky. 

e Frequent reprints from the 
Soviet official press and from 
sa.mizda.t publications. 

• Regular articles and analysis 
of the important events of the 
movement. 

If you want to keep up with the 
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ahead of political principles by letting 
the British retain control of Hong 
Kong, which, the Soviet press con­
tend, is a major headquarters for Asia 
for Asia for the United States Central 
Intelligence agency." 

According to Smith, a "particular 
target" of Soviet attacks was the recent 
visit to Peking of Gerhard Schroder, 
vice chairman of the West German 
Christian Democratic party. The trip 
was described in Pravda. as evidence 
of Peking's willingness to cooperate 
with "the most reactionary" elements 
in Western Europe. 

Such a charge is hypocritical, of 
course, coming as it does on the heels 
of the spectacle of the archreactionary 
Richard Nixon being wined and dined 
in both Moscow and Peking while he 
was subjecting Vietnam to. the heaviest 
bombing of the Indochina war. The 
Kremlin's criticisms of Peking are 
hardly persuasive in view of the fact 
that it is no more committed to the 
Leninist principle of proletarian in­
ternationalism than is the Mao regime. 

Peking's veto clearly violated Ban­
gladesh's right to self-determination. 
For while it might be asked what 
workers states like China and the So­
viet Union are doing in the imperial­
ist-dominated United Nations in the 
first place, any country that wants to 
join it should be allowed to do so. 

This point was not overlooked by 
the editors of the New York Times, ti 
who wrote August 26 that "the self­
styled champion of the 'Third World' , 
betrayed the principles of self-deter­
mination and independence that Pe­
king professes to support. Ironically, 
the veto rejects the concept of uni­
versality of U. N. membership which 
was a principal argument in favor 
of China's own belated admission to 
the world organization last year." 0 
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• entton 

" 
A newly formed caucus, the Viet-

nam Caucus, did succeed in attract­
ing the attention of a large number 
of delegates who sought to put the 
AFT in clear 6pposition to the war. 

The work of the Vietnam Caucus 
began some five months before the 
convention when the Minnesota Resol­
ution on Southeast Asia was intro­
duced at the Minnesota State Federa­
tion of Teachers convention. Mter it 
passed this convention, the resolution 
was eventually endorsed by the state 
federations in California and Michi­
gan,' as well as several locals of the 
AFT. 

More than 250 delegates formally 
joined the Vietnam Caucus at the St. 
Paul convention. Several of these 
helped in securing the written endorse­
ments of some 820 convention dele­
gates for the Minnesota Resolution. 

The fact that a clear majority of 
the delegates attending the convention 
endorsed the resolution before it came 
to the floor was largely responsible 
for its passage. It was nearly impos­
sible for the prowar officials of many 
of the large delegations to again im­
pose unit-rule votes on their delegates. 

The Vietnam Caucus published its 
own newspaper for the convention. 
It contained a series of articles link­
ing the war to the problems facing 

· teachers in public education. The Viet­
nam. Caucus distributed the newspa­
per and many leaflets explaining the 
link between the war and wage con­
trols and calling for the AFT to sup­
port the antiwar actions called 
by NPAC for the fall. 

This important proposal was un­
fortunately deleted-from the Minnesota 
Resolution by a one-vote margin in 
the international relations committee. 
Because the antiwar resolution was 
kept from the floor until the last hour 
of the convention, supporters of the 
Vietnam Caucus were not able 
to amend the proposal to include sup­
port for the fall demonstrations. The 
prowar officials purposely delayed the 
motion until they were assured of the 
most favorable outcome for their po­
sition. 

Nevertheless, qpposition to the war 
was so great that the Shanker forces 
were unable to weaken the resolution 
further. 

In other convention activity, the 
delegates in a roll-call vote over­
whelmingly endorsed the merger 
course. David Selden was reelected by 
a better than 2-to-1 margin, and the 
Progressive Caucus slate won all 20 
vice-presidential slots. 

The AFT went on record in favor 
of maternity leave, reversing last 
year's position. It came out in favor 
of supplying women students with in­
formation on abortion and contracep­
tion. ·And it adopted a resolution op­
posing various forms of sexism in 
textbooks. 

Final action on the Equal Rights 
Amendment (ERA), taken in the clos­
ing minutes of the convention, retained 
a weakened version of the position~ 
adopted last year, which hinged sup­
port of the constitutional amendment 
to retention of state protective laws 
for womt!h.. This was adopted despite 
the Women's Committee demand for 
unequivocal support to the ERA. 
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Community fights to keep 
N.Y. Puerto Rican principal 

Militant/Flax Hermes 

Conditions in New York City public schools are among the worst in 
the country. t' :• 

By ARTHUR HUGHES ~ ..,, 
NEW YORK, Sept. 3-'- On July 19, 
Manhattan's Lower East Side District 
1 School Board· appointed Luis 
Fut!ntes the new superintendent for 
the district's 20 schools. As early as 
October 1968, during the United 
Federation of Teacher's ( UFT) anti­
community-control strike, Fuentes's 
name had been suggested by com­
munity parents to fill the District 1 
position. 

At that time he was known as the 
first Puerto Rican principal in the New 
Y ark school system and th~ first to 
establish a bilingual school. He was 
one of the main targets of the UFT's 
charges of "mob rule" and the teach­
ing of "race hatred" in the Ocean Hill­
Brownsville demonstration scgool dis­
trict. 

From the time of the strike until 
he was fired as principal of P. S. 155 
in September 1971, anti-community­
control forces made much of his 
alleged anti-Semitism and alleged use 
of ethnic slurs against all groups, in­
cluding Puerto Ricans. These same 
anti-community-control elements, led 
by the UFT and the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B'rith (ADL), have 
now formed an alliance demanding the 
removal of Fuentes froni his new posi­
tion on the basis that he is a "racist." 

These charges are based on a report 
made three years ago, entitled "Anti­
Semitism in the New York City School 
Controversy." In the report, Fuentes 
is alleged to have told two Jewish 
assistant principals in 1967 to change 
their names to "Gonzales" if they hoped 
for promotions in the school system. 
Fuentes has denied making these 
alleged statements. 

The New York Times and the Daily 
News have editorially supported the 
attack launched by the ADL, the 
American Jewish Congress, the Jewish 
Labor Committee, and the American 
JP.Wish Committee (whichlaterdropped 

out). In a letter to Harvey Scribner, 
school chancellor, and State Education 
Commissioner Ewald Nyquist, these 
four groups demanded a hearing on 
their charges that would lead to the 
removal of Fuentes. 

The Times called Scribner and the 
city's Board of Education to exercise 
their good judgment and broad powers 
in overruling the decisions of the un­
reliable local boards. In an Aug. 8 
editorial the Times stated: "The integ­
rity and workability of decentralization 
has always depended on the capacity 
and willingness of the central Board 
of Education to prevent the community 
boards from abusing their newly 
acquired powers. Unless the city's 
schools are to be abandoned to racial 
and ethnic power plays, Chancellor 
Harvey Scribner and the central board 
have an immediate .obligation to in­
vestigate the charges against Mr. 
Fuentes and review the appropriate­
ness of his appointment." 

If one pad any doubts about the 
Times' assumption as to what should 
be done about this, its editorial further 
states, "So extensive have been the 
complaints against Mr. Fuentes that 
local and state authorities in both 
education and human rights should 
have initiated their own investigations 
long ago without any need for outside 
prodding." 

Before any hearing on the charges 
had .taken place, Joseph Monserrat, 
president of the Board of Education, 
came out solidly for the UFT-Anti­
Defamation League position in a guest 
editorial in the Spanish-language daily 
El Diario-La Prensa. He called on 
Fuentes to issue apologies to the 
Jewish, Italian, and Puerto Rican com­
munities after he affirmed that "the 
record shows that he is a racist." Mon­
serrat represents the conservative old­
line leadership of the Puerto Rican 
community. 

Monserrat heads the city's team in 

the current contract negotiations with. 
the UFT. Some have suggested that 
his attack on Fuentes is inspired by 
a desire to get the UF T to soften its 
economic demands in exchange for a 
display of a hard line against local­
board decisions. 

A slightly more civil-libertarian po­
sition was taken by Assemblyman Al­
bert Blumenthal and the New York 
Post when they entertained the possi­
bility that a hearing might establish 
Fuentes's innocence. However, other 
elected officials, including Assembly­
man Antonio Olivieri and Congress­
men Mario Biaggi and James Scheuer, 
make it clear that they see an investi­
gation simply as window dressing for 
removing Fuentes quickly. 

By far the most virulent attack on 
the District 1 action has come from 
Albert Shanker, president of the UFT. 
He has found in the appointment of 
Fuentes confirmation of "the fear that 
decentralization could lead to the cap­
ture of school districts by unrepresen­
tative extremist groups and to the em­
ployment of racial bigots." Accordi.ng 
to him, despite all the safeguards of 
bureaucratic veto over the local 
boards' decisions, "in Community Dis­
trict 1 ... the outrageous has hap­
pened." 

In trying to commit the UFT to a 
smashing operation in District 1, 
Shanker, in his "Where We Stand" col­
umn in the July 30 New York Times, 
called on "all those who oppose rac­
ism and bigotry to speak up . . . there 
should be no place in our school sys­
tem for Fuentes or for the community 
school board which finds in him the 
embodiment of its ideals." 

In response to the unity of the 
UFT leadership, the Anti-Defamation 
League, right-wing politicians, and the 
big press, the PuertO Rican community 
has come to Fuentes's defense. Nu­
meroHs street rallies have been held 
throughout the district, and organiza­
tion for his defense is increasing in the 
city-wide Puerto Rican community. 

A mass display of solidarity was 
shown at the last monthly meeting 
of the local school board, during 
which community residents took the 
floor in his support. Because the board 
meetings are open and conducted in 
Spanish, Chinese, and English, they 
have become major political mobiliza­
tions in the Lower East Sid,e. In the 
past they have been scenes of confron­
tation between the community and the 
Jewish Defense League, the Italian­
American Civil Rlghts League, and 
other reactionary groups. 

On Aug. 31 local residents held a 
conference to draw up a program of 
community control to be mass dis­
tributed and presented to the local 
board. n- calls for a fully bilingual 
and bicultural school district to put 
an end to the treatment the 14,000 
students ( 80 percent of the district's 
students) who speak Spanish or Chi­
nese receive. So that the parents can 
be politically active, it calls for day 
and nig_ht child-care and the opening 
of theschools 24 hours a day. 

New York State's Human Rights 
Commission set up a special commit­
tee Sept. 1 to investigate the charges 
against Fuentes. Thi§ action by}Jassed 
procedures outlined in the so-called 
decentralization law, which calls for 
an appeal to the local board to re­
consider its action before going to the 
city and state bureaucrats. 

The commission will submit its find­
ings to Commissioner Nyquist and 
Chancellor Scribner. Presumably, these 
two men will then rule on the removal 
of Fuentes. Should he be fired in the 
context of a UF T strike, there is the 
potential of a repeat of the 1968 crisis. 
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Jenness-Pulley 
campaign 
·Matching Fund 

First weak's 
donations 
lOIII 
8200 

Contributions during the first week 
of the· Campaign Matchhig Fund 
brought the 1972 Socialist Work­
ers. campaign $400 closer to its 
fall goal of $40,000. Twenty-three 
contributions, totaling $206.13, 
were received in the mail this week. 

The Campaign Matching Fund 
has been made possible by several 
campaign supporters who have 
agreed to match all contributions 
to the Jenness-Polley campaign up 
to $20,000. The drive ends on 
election day. The first $10,000was 
contributed at the Aug. 18 Cleve­
land campaign rally. 

For the drive to successfully 
reach its goal, an average of more 
than $1,000 a week must be raised 
between now and Nov. 7. Many 
of the fall activities of the Jenness­
Polley campaign will depend on 
income from the Matching Fund. 
Your contributio-ns are needed. ----------· ( ) I can contribute $ ___ to the 
$40,000 Matching Fund~ 
( ) I can contribute $___ in three 
monthly installments (Sept., Oct., 
& Nov.). 

Name: ••••••.• ......... 
' 

Address •••.• , • 

City •• ,• ••••.••.••••••.• 

State .•...••••.• Zip ••••• 
Clip and mail to: Socialist Workers 
Campaign Committee, 706 Broad­
way, Ei8hth Floor, New York, 
N.Y. 10003. 
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SWP wins.place'on New York~ 
ballot; 73,000 signatures filed 
By HELEN SCHIFF 
NEW YORK, Sept. 5- The Socialist 
Workers Party has won a place on· the 
New York ballot this fall. No chal­
lenges to its signatures were filed with­
in the three-day time period allowed. . 

Presidential nominating petitions 
with 38,453 signatures were filed in 
Albany on Aug. 28. The state requires 
20,000. The SWP was the first of the 
smaller parties to file and will there­
fore appear first among these parties 
on the ballot. 

The signatures were filed in Albany 
by Joanna Misnik, SWP candidate for 
Congress from Manhattan's 20th C. D. 
Media coverage of the filing appeared 
on three local TV stations as well as in 
the three main Albany papers and on 
several radio stations. Those deliver­
ing the news release to the media in Al­
bany saw a poster of Linda Jenness 
on the bqlletin board of the Associated 
Press office. 

In New York City and Long Island, 
nominating petitions were filed for six 
of the party's eight congressional can­
didates, representing the largest social­
ist slate in New York in more than 
25 years. A total of nearly 35,000 

signatures were filed for these con­
gressional candidates, although the 
law requires only 3,500 for each can­
didate. 

Today's New York Post responded 
to the filing with a · story covering 
each of the SWP congressional can­
didates. 

The SWP's New York ballot effort, 
totaling 73,396 signatures and involv­
ing arduous paper work, is the second 
biggest petitioning effort in the history 
6f the SWP. It was topped only by 
the recent successful drive to get 100,-. 
000 signatures in Massachusetts. 

The Socialist Labor Party filed 26,-
7 sO signatures on presidential nom­
inating petitions. The Courage Party, 
New York's section of Wallace's Amer­
ican Party, was ruled off the ballot 
when it filed only 18,000 signatures, 
less than the number legally required. 

The Communist Party filed 37,000 
signatures for Hall and Tyner, and 
5,500 signatures for Jose Stevens, 
their candidate for Congress from 
Harlem. Stevens is the only local CP 
candidate in,/New York. The number 
of signatures they filed contrasts 
sharply with their previously an-

nounced · drive to obtain more than 
100,000 signatures "as a political and 
social demonstration" of their strength. 

The CP had originally vowed to col­
lect 120,000 signatures in New York. 
This goal was reduced to 110,000 in 
an article in the July 15 Daily World, 
whic~ said that the "110,000 figure 
demonstrates the sparkling confidence 
of the Communists and their friends." 
By July 29, the target was down to 
107,000; but no explanation was of­
fered for the failure to come anywhere 
near this revised target. 

The People's Party, running Dr. Ben­
jamin Spock for president, apparent­
ly made no ballot attempt. 

The SWP congressional candidates 
who, will appear on the ballot are: 
Joanna Misnik, 20th C. D.; Rebecca 
Finch, 18th C. D.; Hedda Garza, 5th 
C. D.; John Hawkins, 12th 'C. D.; 
James Mendieta, 14th C. D.; Bobby 
R. Washington, 19th C. D. 

In addition, write-in campaigns are 
being conducted for Susan Winsten in 
the 17th C. D. and Dianne Feeley in the 

·16th C. D., and for David Keepnews 
in the 66th Assembly _District. 

B. R. Washington (1), SWP Harhtm congressio~al candidate, leafs through nominating 
petitions. Petitions are filed (r) by candidates (from left) James Mendieta, B. R. Wash­
ington, Rebecca Finch, petition-drive coordinator Helen. SchiH, and candidate Joanna 
Misnik. 

Militant/Sara Gates 

Six speakers to· stump country 
this fall for Jenness and Pulley 
By JANICE LYNN 
The Socialist Workers Party 1972 elec­
tion campaign of Linda Jenness and 
Andrew Pulley will be moving ·into 
high gear this fall. With 18 teams of 
young socialists visiting every major 
campus anct city in the United States, 
the socialist campaign will be a visible 
force on the political scene. 

The presidential and vice-presiden­
tial candidates will have. a rigorous 
and ambitious schedule of campaign­
ing, stumping the country during the 
10 weeks preceding the elections. Al­
though their schedules take them to 
every part of the cou9try -from Seat­
tle to San Diego, Houston to Min­
neapolis, and Atlanta to Boston- the 
SWP campaign committee e~pects to 
receive more speaking requests than 
can be filled. 

To supplement the tours of Jenness 
and Pulley, the SWP National Cam­
paign Committee is also organizing 
speaking tours of members of the SWP 
National ·campaign Committee. These 
speakers will represent the SWP cam­
paign, at meetings across the country. 
They will address audiences on cam­
puses and in cities that the two can-

didates will not be able to visit this 
fall. 

" These campaign speakers include 
George Novack, Evelyn Reed, Peter 
Buch, Fred Halstead, Stephanie 
Coontz, and Paul Boutelle. 

• George Novack, secretary of the 
Socialist Workers National Campaign 
Committee, is one of the outstanding 
socialist scholars in the United States 
today. Author of more than 20 books 
and pamphlets, Novack will speak 
on "Politics and Philosophy," an ana­
lytical view of the relation between 
philosophy and politics throughout 
history. 

e Evelyn Reed, the well-known fem­
inist and anthropologist and author 
of Problems of Women's Liberation, 
will speak on "Feminism and Wom­
an's Biology." 

e The SWP campaign's position on 
the Middle East will be represented by 
Peter Bu.ch, author of Burning Issues 
in the Mideast Crisis. Buch, recently 
returned from a Palestine Week Con­
ference in Algeria, will-speak on "Zion­
ism and the Palestinian Struggle for 
Self-Determination." 

e Fred Halstead, a well-known fig­
ure in the antiwar movement since its 

inception, will speak on "Vietnam and 
the Crisis of U.S. Imperialism," and 
"The Coming Ame:dcan Revolution." 
Halstead was the SWP presidential 
candidate in 1968. and is currently 
running for the U. S. Senate seat in 
lllinois. 

e Stephanie Coontz is a former na­
tional coordinator of the National 
Peace Action Coalition. She recently 
returned from a two-month speaking 
tour of Europe as a representative of 
the American antiwar movement. 
Coontz will speak on "What's Wrong 
With the Democratic Party?" and "Why 
Socialism?" 

• Paul Boutelle was the 1968 vice­
presidential candidate on the Socialist 
Workers Party ticket. He has been 
an active participant in many orga­
nizations of the Black community. 
Boutelle will speak on "Black Nation­
alism and Socialism," and "Black 
Americans. and the 1972 Elections." 

To arrange speaking dates and fees 
for any of these speakers, contact the 
SWP '72 Campaign Committee, 706 
Broadway, Eighth Floor, New York, 
N.Y. 10003. Telephone: (212) 989-
7676 . 



~Too v.oung,' sav.s NBC 

Jenness to picket NBC; asks equal time 
By CATHY PERKUS provided for by Section 315(a) of the _the eqqal-time provision.. sion is an outright attack on Jenness's 
NEW YORK- Socialist Workers Par- Communications Act of 1934, which In a letter to SWP Campaign Man- constitutional right to run and her 
ty presidential candidate Linda Jen- says, "if any licensee shall permit any ager Larry Seigle denying equal time, right to be heard. It infringes on the 
ness will lead a picket line on Tues., person who is a legally qualified can- NBC Vice-President \ Bebjamin Raub American people's right to hear all 
Sept. 12, outside the National Broad- did ate for any public office to use a maintained that because Jenness is 31 the candidates and will hinder young 
casting Company's (NBC) headquar- broadcasting station, he shall afford years old "she has not established that people from seeking political office. 
ters in New York City. The picket equal opportunities to all other such she is a legally qualified canpidate for It's no less an attack on democratic 
line will protest the network's refusal candidates for that office .... a 'le- the presidency of the U.S .... and rights than Ohio Secretary of State 
to provide her equal television and gaily qualified candidate' means any therefore is not entitled to claim equal Ted Brown's attempt to rule Jenness· 
radio time to answer an August cam- person who has publicly announced opportunities under Section 315(a)." and Pulley off the ballot on the basis 
paign speech by Senator George Me- that he is a candidate ... and who of their ages." 
Govern. meets the qualifications prescribed by NBC has recognized that the equal- The equal~time provision, insufficient 

The 5 to 6 p.m. picket line will as- the applicable laws to hold that of- time provi~ion does. apply in this case. as it is to guarantee minority-party 
semble on 6th Avenue between 49th fice .... " For example, on Sun., Aug. 27, in candidates a fair hearing, is under 
and 50th streets. Section 315( a) also stipulates that response to requests ,·for equal time, attack from Senator McGovern. Eager 

The New York Young Socialists for newscasts, news interviews, and on- NBC broadcast a special program to draw President Nixon into debate, 
Jenness and Pulley is encouraging the-spot coverage of news events are featuring brief'statements by Commu- without the "distraction" of including 
everyone "who supports the right of exempt from equal-time challenge. nist Party presidential candidate Gus candidates from the other parties, Me-
the American people to hear all the The SWP maintains that McGovern's Hall and Socialist Labor Party presi- Govern has several times urged the 
presidential candidates and the right Aug. 5 appearance does not fall into dential candidate Louis Fisher. House to repeal Section 315( a). The 
of all the candidates to be heard on any of these exempt categories. In The SWP '72 Campaign Committee Senate voted for repeal in March. 
TV and radio" to march in Tuesday's response, ABC offered a segment on has appealed for rulings from the Fed­
protest. the Oct. 8 "Issues and Answers" pro- eral Communications Commission 

The SWP '72 Campaign Committee gram as a substitute for equal time, (FCC) in both the Mutual and NBC 
applied tG all four networks for equal which the campaign committee ac- cases and expressed its intent to take 
time after they each suspended regular cepted. CBS has not yet answered. court action, against both networks, 
programming on Aug. 5 to broadcast Both NBC and Mutual Broadcast- if necessary, to win equal time. The 
McGovern's speech announcing Sar- ing refused Jenness's application. Mu- FCC has indicated it will rule on these 
gent Shriver as his running mate. tual claimed that McGovern's broad- questions by mid-September. 

Such applications for equal time are cast was a news event, exempt from According to Seigle, "NBC's deci-

Whether or not equal time is re­
pealed, McGovern and Nixon are as­
sured maximum. media exposure be­
fore the election. IT_ Section 315( a) 
is repealed, NBC, ABC, and CBS 
have promised to provide the two cap­
italist candidates with a total of $1.2-
million worth of free media time. 

The SWP' fights for right to ballot status 
Illinois 
CHICAGO, Sept. 4 -A panel of three 
federal judges has intervened in the 
fight over the illinois "loyalty" oath. 
The panel will rule on the consti­
tutionality of the state's attempts to 
bar candidates of the Socialist Workers 
Party and the Communist Party from 
the ballot. The candidates have refused 
to sign the oath. 

The three-judge panel has set a hear­
ing on the CP' s case for Sept. 11. 
Since the same panel has been ap­
pointed to hear the SWP' s challenge, 
it is possible that the two challenges 
will both be heard on that date. 

Meanwhile, state election officials con­
tinue stalling tactics in an attempt to 
delay a federal court ruling on the 
constitutional questions. When 40,300 
signatures on SWP nominating peti­
tions were presented to election officials 
in Springfield on Aug. 2, they were 
not accepted without the signed oaths. 
The SWP then obtained a federal court 
order forcing the state to accept the 
signatures pending the outcome of the 
challenge to the oath. · 

The State Electoral Commission set 
a hearing for mid-August to consider 
the validity of challenges filed by "in­
dependenf' voters to the SWP petitions. 
The challenges were based on the 
loyalty-oath requirement. 

However, thehearingwaspostponed, 
and a new date was set for Sept. 6, 
only one day before the commission 
must by law announce the makeup 
of the illinois ballot. Since th_.e federal 
courts will not hear the SWP's case un­
·til the State Election Commission has 

, ruled, these delaying tactics have had 
the effect of pushing the federal hear­
ing closer to the election date, making 
!ippeals more difficult. 

. IT necessary, the SWP will seek an 
injunction preventing the state from 
printing the ballots until the case is 
resolved. The Communist Party has 
already filed such a· motion. 

Tennessee 
NASHVILLE-On Aug. 25 the state 
of Tennessee initiated an attempt to 
bar Linda Jenness and Andrew Pulley 
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from the Tennessee ballot. When Ben 
Harris, Tennessee ballot director for 
the Jenness-Pulley campaign, tried to 
file nominating petitions for the Soci­
alist Workers candidates, the Davidson 
County Election Commission in Nash­
ville refused to accept them. 

Sam Wallace, chairman of the com­
mission, claimed that the petitions are 
unacceptable because the Socialist 
Workers Party is not recognized in 
Tennessee. Harris replied that "the 
petitions are for independent electors 
pledged to Jenness and Pulley" and 
that "nominating procedures for inde­
pendent candidates in the Tennessee 
law have been carefully followed." 

The real motivation of the election 
commission was revealed in a state­
ment by Wallace quoted in the August 
29 Nashville Tennessean. Mter study­
ing the method in the Tennessee code 
for placing independent candidates on 
the ballot, Wallace said, "What really 
floored me . , . is that if this is the 
way it can be done then there's nothing 
to prevent · splinter groups all over 
the country from getting on our 
ballot." 

A meeting of the election commission 
on Aug. 30, which took place while 

. several anticommunists picketed out­
side, upheld Wallace's decision to keep 
Jenness and Pulley off the ballot. 

The Communist Party also tried to 
file a slate of independent electors, 
pledged to Gus Hall and Jarvis Tyner. 
Their petitions were rejected on the 
same grounds as the Jenness and 
Pulley petitions. 

"We do not accept this ruling by the 
election commission," said Harris. 
"They are ignoring their own laws. 
We have asked the Committee for 
Democratic Election Laws ( CODEL) 
to help us prepare a legal challenge 
to this blatantly illegal attempt to keep 
us off the ballot." 

Wash., D.C. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., Sept. 6- The 
Committee for Democratic Election 
Laws ( CoDEL) held a news confer­
ence here today protesting an attempt 
by the D. C. Election Board to rule 

the SWP presidential ticket off the bal­
lot. 

Election Board Executive Secretary 
Norval Perkins informed the SWP in 
a letter dated Aug. 31 that the number 
of petition signatures submitted was 
insufficient. More than 26,000 signa~ 
tures were turned over to th'e board, 

Militant/John Gray 

Herman Fagg, SWP candidate for 
D. C. nonvoting delegate. 

nearly twice the 13,010 required. 
Perkins said his office had conducted 

a survey of the signatures and that 
"the results indicate clearly that- the 
petition does not contain the minimum 
numb~r of valid signatures required 
by law." , 

The board's survey was based on 
a sampling of only 199 signatures 
from the 26,000 submitted. 

In addition, Perkins charged the · 
SWP with the submission of "ques­
tionable" signatures. The signatures 
were turned over to the police depart­
ment, he reported, and according . to 
the report of the chief document. ana­
lyst, "there are a great many other 
signatures on these forms that are 
not genuine." 

Linda Jenness sharply attacked the 
board's accusation. "We've collected 
nearly 500,000 signatures across the 
country," she said, "and never have 

we been accused of fraud. It's an in­
sult and a travesty of the supposed 
function of this board to raise such 
charges. 

"Even the chief analyst admitted that 
his test would not stand up in court 
and was based on a very superficial 
examination of the signatures," Jen­
ness said. "We demand an immediate 
retraction of this unsubstantiated 
charge." 

Jenness was joined at the news con­
ference by Chuck Petrin, representing 
CoDEL, who criticized the minimal 
sampling offered as evidence of in­
sufficient signatures. Petrin pledged the 
committee's assistance and support for. 
all three small parties facing a denial 
of ballot status in D. C. 

Petrin said that the Communist Par­
ty had been denied ballot status on a 
technicality, and the D. C. Statehood 
Party had not submitted the required 
5 percent of the registered voters on 
petitions. 

Ohio 
As The Militant went to press, no 
decision had yet been handed down by 
the federal judge considering the legal­
ity of Secretary of State. Ted Brown's 
ruling that Linda Jenness and Andrew 
Pulley cannot appear on the Ohio 
ballot because they are "too young." 
However, the judge returned from vaca­
tion on Sept. 5 and is expected to 
rule soon on this case. 

Attorneys for the Committee for 
Democratic Election Laws (CODEL), 
which is handling the case, were en­
couraged by Brown's decision to list 
Jenness and Pull~y on the sample bal­
lots sent out by Brown to the county 
clerks who are responsible for print­
ing the ballots. 

Since Jenness and Pulley are listed 
on this official state sample that must 
be followed by the county clerks, the 
attorneys point out, Brown would have 
to issue a special order to have their 
names removed. There is no provision 
in Ohio law for removing names at this 
stage, except in the case of the death 
of a candidate. 

15 



'· 

WhY McGovern can1 be trusted 
to end war in southeast Asia 

.The following are excerpts from a speech on "A 
Socialist Appraisal of the McGovern Campaign" 
given at the Chicago Militant Labor Forum Aug. 
11 by Harry Ring of The Militant's Southwest 
Bureau. _ 

By HARRY RING 
The main argument many people give for sup­
porting George McGovern's presidential campaign 
is that he promises to end the Vietnam war and 
cut the arms budget. Let's take a look at McGov­
ern's actual position on these two questions to see 
whether he merits the support of antiwar activists. 
. Regarding McGovern's proposals on arms 
spending, let me quote I. F. Stone, who has done 
some serious research on this matter. In the July 
20 New York Review of Books Stone-himself a 
McGovern supporter -writes: 

"The picture created by campaign propaganda 
is that the choice between Nixon and McGover:9 
is a - choice between a moderate strategic arms 
limitation and a radical recasting of the Ameri­
can military posture. On careful examination it 
will be seen that the choice really is between a 
-further. escalation of the arms race under cover 
of the SALT accords and a moderate revision 
downward of the Pentagon budget. While the Nixon 
program offers no hope of arms reduction and 
little prospect even of a freeze in the areas which 
count, the McGovern program implicitly accepts 
the same doctrines which have fueled the arms 
race through several administrations, Democratic 
and Republican .... Nixon's program is nine­
tenths fakery. McGovern's program is far from 
radical." 

Later, Stone continues: "Some of those, including 
myself, who see McGovern as our best and only 
hope for a recasting of national priorities, have 
hesitated to say this frankly and openly until it was 
clear that he had the nomination in his grasp. As 
between McGovern and Nixon, the former offers 
a real choice in terms of expenditures but not 
yet of doctrine." 

Militant/Mark Satinoff 

Linda Jenness at rally in defense of Harris­
burg antiwar defendants April 1. 

Stone goes on to show this with facts and figures. 
He quotes how McGovern himself describes his 
arms program as based on "assuming that the 
major communist powers, China and the Soviet 
Union, will remain actively hostile to US interests, 
and that there is a real risk of confrontation if 
one or the other can expect military advantage as 
a result" (Stone's emphasis). 

Cold-war fraud 
That is, if the U.S. does not outarm China and 

the USSR, McGovern sees the danger of a Soviet 
or Chinese altack on the U. S. This assumption 
is the same fake and fraud that has been the foun­
dation of the whole cold war. 

There is a reason why McGovern takes this 
stand on the need for a competitive arms pro­
gram and why he commits himself, as he did 
in his acceptance speech, to keeping the U. S. a 
"first-rate" military power. The reason is that 

' George McGovern is committed to the interests of 
U. S. imperialism. That is why I have no confi­

. dence whatever in his promises to end the Vietnam 
- war if he is elected. 

If the situation of the U.S. changes in Vietnam 
in such a way that McGovern is persuaded it is 
better for the interests of the U.S. capitalist sys­
tem to maintain a military presence there, he will 
find all· the reasons and pretexts in the world for 

··doing so. Just as Johri F. Kennedy and Lyndon 
Johnson-did before him. 

I think it js far better to rely on those forces 
that oppose the Vietnam war because they support . 
the right of self-determination of the Vietnamese, 
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\md because they feel the U. S. never had any 
business in Vietnam and should simply get the 
hell out and get out now! 

Those are the forces that I'll give my support to 
in fighting to end this war-not the people who 
say: we're spending too much there; it's becoming 
impractical; we can't win a military victory right 
now; it's costing too heavy a s_ocial price hi Viet­
nam, in the.. U. S., and throughout the world; or 
that the U. S. should be building up its forces 
in the Middle East instead, because maybe that's 
where the real confrontation will be. 

No; I say a candidate who takes the latter po­
sition-like McGovern- cannot be relied upon to 
end the war. The candidates who call for Out Now 
and who tell people to. organize and fight for an 
end to the war are Linda Jenness and Andrew 
Pulley of the Socialist Workers Party. 

The reason antiwar activists should support Jen­
ness and Pulley instead of McGovern is not simply 
that they favor immediate, unconditional withdraw­
al of the U. S. frqm Vietnam. What is most impor­
tant is that the SWP candidates are not tied or 
committed to the interests of the capitalist class. 
Rather, they are working to help organize the one 
force- along with the Vietnamese liberation fight­
ers-that is going to get the U.S. out of Vietnam, 
and that is the organized power of the American 
people themselves. 

'Peace' presidents 
Eisenhower was elected president on the promise 

that he would end the Korean war, and he ended 
it. He kept his promise-with a divided Korea, 
and with U.S. troops still stationed in Korea 20 
years later supporting a tyrannical puppet regime. 
And lodged within the situation· is the ever-present 
prospect of a new eonflagration in that area. 

John F. Kennedy was the one who sent troops 
to Vietnam to bolster the "advisers... Eisenhower 
sent. And LBJ was another liberal "pro-peace" 
candidate. Richard Nixon himself ran on- a "peace" 
program .four years ago, He had a secret pla.n for 
ending the war. · 

The fact of the matter 'is that frotn the moment 
the French imperialists were driven out of Indo­
china in 1954, U. S. imperialism was prepared to 
move in and replace the French in their domina­
tion of the area. And thi~ is a part of the drive 
of U. S. imperialism for domination of the world._ 

That is the central fact of world politics today 
and has been sin~e the time of the Second World 
War: The United States went to war with Japan 
to decide the question of who was going to domi­
nate and exploit the vast colony of China and all 
of Southeast Asia. / 

The U. S. imperialists won the war, but they 
"lost" China. That's how they looked at the Chi· 
nese revolution, which took a whole chunk of the · 
world out of the sphere of imperialist exploitation. 

The phenomenon of McCarthyism developed in -
the 1950s around the. question of who was re­
sponsible for "losing" China._ And the Democrats 
have been trying ever since to explain how they 
"lost" China and how it wasn't really their fault. 

The Indochina war is part of the policy of the 
U.S. rulers to encircle China and the Soviet Union. 
Ultimately they want to reverse the revolutions in 
those countries and reestablish the old colonial 
relationship. 

You may say it sounds like a nightmare fantasy. 
And that's just what it is. It's a nightmare fantasy 
that drives them to the kind of nightmare destruc­
tion they are carrying on today in Vietnam. 

Those who got us into Vietnam-the Republican 
and Democratic parties, on behalf of the capitalist 
economic and political interests they both repre­
sent-cannot be relied upon in any way whatso­
ever to get the U.S. out of Vietnam. 

Ruling class split? 
Now, it is true that there are differences· within 

the ruling class on perspectives and tactics in Viet­
nam. They have different evaluations of whether 
U.S. military victory is possible. Some of them 
think the war is not worth the social cost in terms 
of its effects on the U.S. economy and the pro­
found radicalization the war has caused both in 
this ~ountry and around the world. 

We should be aware of these differences and do 
everything we can to exploit them. These differences 
within the ruling class have helped legitimatize 
dissent against the war, fhus facilitating the w6-rk 

5peaki ng at American Legion convention, 
McGovern stated: "I intend to remain a melll­
ber of this outfit for as long as I live. . . . 
you can't disow~ me." With his declarations 
that the U. 5. must remain a "first-rate 
power,'' McGovern has aHempted to assure 
the ruling class, and jingoists like many 
Legionnaires, that he fully supports the .arms 
race and the bipartisan cold-war foreign 
policy responsible for U. 5. int~rvention in 
Korea, Lebanon, the Congo, Dominican Re. 
pu~lic, Vietnam, and other places. 

-
of building a mass antiwar movement in this coun-
try. · · 

However, I think it is an .over-simplification 
to speak of a split in the ruling class over Viet­
nam in -the sense of two clearly defined wings, 
one favoring victory in Vietnam and the other 
favoring withdrawal. 

• It is impossible to point to any clearly defined 
wings or any particular sectors of the ruling class 
that line up-for and against the war. What banking 
and financial interests? What industrial interests? 
What manufacturing interests favor the hawk pol­
icies, and which favor the peace policies? There 
are no such clearly defined divisions. 

It's true that most of the people who act like 
hawks are- in the Republican Party, and most 
of the people who act like they're pro-peace are 
in the Democratic ~arty. That is registered by 
certain votes in Congress. 

But on the other hand, the two most influen­
tial newspapers, that generally share the McGov­
ern position on the war are the New York Times, 
which supports both Republicans and Democrats, 
and the Los Angeles· Times, which is a straight 
Republican, pro-Nixon newspaper. 

But what about all the Democrats who vote 
for so-called end-the-war resolutions in Congress? 
I think a very large element of those votes is 
pure fraud, designed for vote-getting purposes and 
nothing else. 

For example, about two weeks ago I read a 
front-page account in the Los Angeles Times about 
how the U. S. Senate voted for an amendment to 
call on Congress to end the war in 90 _days, pend­
ing only release of U. S. prisdners of war. 

But when I read further-you knQw, continued 
on page 28 -down at the bottom of page 28 it 
said there was a rider adopted to this amend­
ment. And this rider said that the amendment 
would obtain force and effect only when the North 
Vietnamese government has accounted for all U. S. 
missing in Vietnam. And that was adopted 95 to 
·2. 

These "doves" favor the, U.S. getting right out­
with only a small proviso that the North Viet­
namese. government account for each and every 
one of the missing ·u. S. troops in Vietnam: 

I say that is the. worst aQd most contemptible 
kind of fraud upon the American people and a 
cheap attempt to exploit sentiments for peace in 
this country. 

Did George McGovern expose that for the fraud 
that it was? No, he was one of those who yoted 
for it. 

•. 



Navajos take· over Iridian Bureau in Ariz. 
tion- than in Indians." By ERNEST HARSCH 

WASHINGTON, D. C.- In a surprise 
announcement on July 17, Tony Lin" 
coin, the Navajo director of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs ( BIA), de­
clared that the Navajos themselves 
were taking over control of all the 
bureau's operations in the area of 
Window Rock, Ariz. This would in­
clude, he said, control over the use of 
the $110-million annual budget allo­
cated to the Navajos. 

They also said that "older white and 
Indian civil servants in the BIA had 
become more interested in their pen­
sions than in progress for Indians." 

When the news reached Washington, 
the bureaucrats protested that the Na­
vajos wanted "too much, too soon." 
The BIA summoned Lincoln to Wash­
ington, threatening to fire him. Secre­
tary of the Interior, Rogers Morton, 
issued a news release stating that the 
take-over would take "a long time" 
because of "limitations of legislative 
authority." 

"PROPERTY RIGHTS 
AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

ME INSEPARABLE ... 11 

The turning over of operational con­
trol to the tribe itself had been tried 
before on a much smaller scale with 
the Miccusokee tribe of Florida and 
the 3,000-member Zuni tribe. But this 
take-over by the Navajos has far 
greater implications since the N ava­
jos, numbering 134,000, are the larg­
est tribe in the U. S., with a reserva­
tion the size of West Virginia. 

This is also one of the most sig­
nificant moves toward gaining con­
.trol of their own lives since Native 
Americans have come under the con­
trol of the federal government. 

"Additionally," he said, "the Bureau 
and the department have the usual 
responsibility to see that taxpayers' 
money duly appropriated by the Con­
gress is applied to the purposes for 
which appropriation is made." Lincoln 
replied that "What they were really 
worrying about was what area office 
would be next." 

.... RIDBB= The take-over move was spear­
headed by a group within the BIA 
calling themselves the Young Indians. 
This group has criticized the bureau 
as being a mere pawn of the Depart­
ment of the Interior, which, they said, 
"was more interested in the other West­
ern groups they represented- oil, 
ranching, timber, parks, and recrea-

Some. of the Navajos are worried 
about the possible response of the fed­
eral government. They remember that 
during the Eisenhower administration 
a disastrous program called "termina­
tion" had been tried with the Meno­
minee Indians of Wisconsin. The gov­
ernment simply cut off all funds to the 
Men.ominees, forcing them to re-buy 
their homes and pay property taxes, 
thus wiping out their small incomes. 

may be cut off to the Navajos if they 
go through with the take-over, the 
threat of imposed limitations on -self­
control still hangs heavy. 

dians. Well, I've lived under that sit­
uation, and I know they aren't al­
ways right about what's best for In­
dians. It's time to let Indians decide 
for themselves. This is no panacea. 
It's just a first step." He added, ·"I 
guess a lot of revolutions start that 
way." 

Although the federal government 
has given no indication that funds 

Characterizing the take-over, Lin­
·coln said, "for 100 years the gov­
ernment has operated on the premise 
that they know what's best for In-

N.Y. officials cut jobless workers' benefits 
By LEE SMITH 
NEW YORK CITY__. While record­
breaking unemployment brought the 
official number of jobless workers in 
the state to 545,000 in July, New 
York joined 9 other states in cutting 
off emergency unemployment checks 
to workers with unemployment insur­
ance. 

tion plan, provides for an additional 
13 weeks of benefits. The plan is "trig­
gered" if the rate of unemployment in a 
state reaches 6.5 percent. 
R~porting on the termination of the 

plan, the Aug. 10 New York Times 
explained that New York no longer 
qualified because its rate is 5.93 per­
cent. However, the Aug. 24 Times re­
ported statistics released by the state 
labor department the previous day 
showing that New York's unemploy­
ment in July "totaled 545,000, or 6.5 . 
percent of the work force, ·the highest 
for the month since 1958." (Empha­
sis added.) 

Why was the emergency compellSa­
tion ended in July based on a rate 
of 5.93 percent if the rate that month 
was actually 6.5, the highest in 14 
years and precisely the figure . .that 
is supposed to trigger the emergency 
program? 

rate that triggers extended benefits is 
the rate among workers covered by 
unemployment insurance. The 6.5 fig­
ure is the rate for the whole work 
force. 

The formula for the second pro­
gram, the Federal-State Extended Un­
employment Compensation Act of 
1970, is more complicated. This plan 
is triggered when a state's unemploy­
ment rate (among insured workers) 
goes above 4 percent and is also 20 
percent higher for a given 13-week 
period than for the same period in 
the previous two years. 

Two programs that had made it 
possible for insured unemployed 
workers to continue receiving compen­
sation beyond the regular 26 weeks 
were terminated in New York July 23. 

One program, a federally funded 
emergency unemployment compensa-

The reason, State Deputy Industrial 
Commissioner Gerald Dunn told The 
Militant Aug. 30, "is that the formulae 
us~d to compute the rate for both the 
temporary extended benefits program 
and the emergency program differ 
from the formula we use to arrive at 
a rate for total unemployment in the 
state." The basic difference is that the Continued on page 22 

The National Picket Line 
PEGGED TO GOLD: Rules· of all kinds are first 
invented and then changed or disregarded by the 
employers to suit their needs. A gold mine in 
Lead, S. D., pays wages and regulates hours of 
work according to the fluctuation in the world 
price of gold. This unique arrangement came 
about under a contract between the United Steel­
workers and Homestake Mining Company. 

The 1969 ,contract specified that wages would 
rise commensurately if the price of gold on the 
world market rose above $36 an ounce. The com­
pany had inserted another provision, however, 
that specified that if the price of gold went above 
$49 an ounce, this provision would ·not apply. 

When the contract .expired in July of this year 
the company wanted to knock out this escalator 
clause because the world price of gold has soared 

·at times above $70 and the workers demanded 
to be paid according to the price of gold. 

After a five-week strike, the 1,100 gold mine 
workers went back Aug. 28 under a new four­
year contract. This time wages are not pegged 
to gold. They will rise a modest 5 percent each 
year beginning in August 1973. However, the 
hours of work will be regulated according to the 
fluctuations in the world gold market. 

A report of the new arrangement in the Aug. 
29 Wall Street Journal says the present 48-hour 
workweek will be reduced to 40 hours every other 
week with no reducti~n in pay. 

A company representative says the new con-
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tract must be approved by the government Pay 
Board. 

A JUDGE'S RANDOM REMARKS ON WOMEN 
WORKERS: Some women workers with civil ser­
vice status were summarily discharged by the Chi­
cago Board of Education on June 26, 1970, and 
replaced by six of Mayor Richard Daley's patron­
age wor~ers, all male. The w:omen, members of 
the American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees, appealed to the courts. 

Their appeal was heard by Judge James Par­
sons in the U.S. Court of App~als. Parsons made 
random remarks on many current issues during 
the proceedings. 

To get matters clear, he asked, "Am I dealing 
with a union or with people?" The attorney for 
the women explained that the case involved 
people. 

On the school crisis: "I have a basic concern 
about education over and above my position as 
a judge. I am just a wise old man. I see so much. 
I see New York City, where a cutback of 20 per­
cent has thrown every fifth teacher out of a job, 
and almost half of their otherwise civil service 
employees ou.t of employment entirely because of 
the absence of money with which to meet the 
growing demands inspired by labor organizations 
which take over in a field in which there should 
be a simple dedication to the responsibility of 
serving children." 

On the. union movement, teachers, and the Rus-

sian revolution: "That movement has gotten ahold 
of teachers. First it got ahold of just the employees 
and then the teachers- it is a wonder that even 
boards of education aren't unionized now- all 
since the Russian revolution of 1918 (sic) and 
the impact of Marxism upon American thinking, 
unfortunate impact of it." 

On wom~n's )iberation: "I like women; I am 
in favor of women's lib up to a certain point ... 
By the very fact they are women certain prob­
lems present themselves. You will never be able 
to convince me that a woman should be down 
there lifting giant boxes and shoving them around 
until you convince doctors that women are not 
the most vulnerable individuals to cancer as a 
result of pressure or injury, particularly of the 
breasts, or until you can convince me that wom­
en should have the privilege and duty of work­
ing right straight through pregnancy and birth 
of a child if they are going to be equal to men 
because men don't have to quit. when the child 
is born .... " 

What about the women who were unjustly and 
illegally fired? 

"If the demands are very modest," he said, 
"(believe they will be accepted." 

" ... I want it settled in 10 days or I will 
throw it out," he continued, "and I will write 
a very good opinion and I will have a go·od 
reason for doing it." ' 

That's even-handed justice. 
-FRANK LOVELL 
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ComP-anY. uses scabs a11d injunctions 

DOw's union-busting moves 
fought by Tex~s strikers. 
By TOM LEONARD 
SEPT. 4 -A meeting of 4,000 strikers 
from eight craft unions and their 
families was held at the Arlington, 
Texas, Fair Grounds Sept. 1. The 
meeting's purpose was to take action 
against the latest union-busting move 
by Dow Chemical- a letter warning 
workers that if they didn't return to 
work by . Sept. 11, they would'be fired 
and replaced by strikebreakers. 

The strikers enthusiastically ex­
pressed their determination to continue 
the strike against the nation's third 
largest corporation. 

Later, Bobby Smith, anegotiatorfor 
the Operating Engineers union, said, 
"We knew it was coming. We made 
concessions, but we are not going back 
to work under the same conditions 
that caused us to walk out." 

cochairman with Willian Crowe, presi­
dent of the Operating Engineers, of 
the union negotiating committee, cate­
gorically denied union involvement in 
the incidents. Kennemore declared: "We 
have legal means of working out our 
problems." 

Strikers and their supporters have 
complied with injunctions limiting the 
size of picket lines and the manner in 
which pickets conduct themselves. 
They ·have maintained around-the­
clock picketing at numerous plant 
gates, which includes boat picketing of 
Dow's port facilities. 

Despite drastic cuts in their livink 
standards, including the repossession 
of cars, strikers' morale remains high. 
For example, one worker. who lost 
his car joked that there was one good 
thing about it: he was not in debt 

MiJ1+nn•F<;n.nn .. 

Families and supporters of the strikers have been activ.ely involved 
inthe picketing. 

Such determination is typical of the 
,way strikers, relatives, and supporters 
have responded to provocations, 
threats, and intimidation from Dow 
since it forced the strike on June 25. · 
·From the outset Dow has recruited 

scabs from as far away as Missouri. 
It has also, without much success, 
tried to recruit scabs locally. 

In addition to canceling the strikers' 
insurance, company stooges have 
challenged the strikers' right to tl!lief 
aid, such as food stamps. Dow has 
managed to secure several court in­
junctions against picketing. 

Throughout the negotiations, the 
unions have made numerous con­
cessions, hoping to end the strike. Dow 
has made no concessions and has 
tried to draw out the negotiations as 
long as possible with the obvious in­
tention of forcing personal attrition on 
the strikers and their families. 

During August there were several 
incidents involving alleged property 
damage. A Dow spokesman, Jim Cope, 
said "sabotage" was involved in at 
least one of the incidents. But he ad­
mitted he had no eviqence linking it to 
the unions. 

0. D. Kennemore, president of the 
Freeport Metal Trades Council and 
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for the first time in years. 

Unquestionably, the biggest morale­
boosters in the strike are the union 
members' wives, children, and friends. 
0. D, Kennemore paid testimony to 
theil' role during the Sept. 1 meeting 
when he observed to the news media 
that he was impressed "by the stead­
fastness ·of the strikers' wives. The men 
couldn't go back if they wanted to 
because of them." 

Organized first as the United Wives 
for Organized Labor, the women strike 
participants have now changed their 
·name to W!)W (Women of Workers). 

Throughout the strike, they have 
conducted militant mass picketing 
at the Dow administration building .. 
(They call it "the Pentagon.") 

As many as 1,500 women have 
marched at one time in these actions, 
which are held several times weekly. 
They meet separately, as well as with 
the union, to plan their many activities, 
including a struggle to get food stamps 
for the strikers and their families; con­
tinuing insurance coverage, and a 
clothing pool to . assure that strikers' 
childrlll will be adequately clothed for 
scnool. -

In addition, they .have lined up local 
merchants friendly to the strike and 

initiated a boycott against those who 
are hostile. 

Women communications workers 
have marched on the picket lines, as 
have members of other Houston 
unions. The National Organization 
for Women (NOW) in Houston 
adopted a resolution at their August 

· membership meeting in support of the 
women, and several NOW womenlater 
joined the picket lines. 

The Houston Peace Action Coalition 
( HPAC) invited strike leaders to par­
ticipate in an antiwar action on Hiro­
shima Pay. Although they could not 
attend because of legal injunctions and 
negotiations, two Freeport strike sup­
porters spoke at the demonstration. 

One of them, Sharron Stewart, gave 
an account of Dow's role in manu­
facturing chemical and biological 
weapons for use in Indochina and 
connected Dow's war profits with its 
union-busting and polluting in the 
Freeport area. 

An article for the University of 
Houston student new'!!paper, The 
Cougar, entitled "Dow strikers seek 
student sympathy and support" mo­
tivated student support for the strike. 
Written by a member of the Young 
Socialist Alliance, the article came at 
a timely moment because there were 
reports that students were being used 
as strikebreakers. Some students have,. 
in fact, been crossing the picket lines. 

However, William Crowe told The 
Militant about students Dow had hired 
for the summer who walked off the job 
with union members when the strike 
began. 

The Mocking Bird, one of Houston's 
underground papers, has also carried 
articles sympathetic to the strikers. 

Early in the strike, Debby Leonard, 
Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
governor, sent a message to the strik­
ing unions 'pledging her support to the 
strike. At a new-s conference Aug. 10, 
she attacked Dow's strikebreaking 
efforts, · linking them with the govern­
ment wage controls. She challenged the 
other gubernatorial candidates to take 
a stand. · 

So far the Dow strikers have notre­
ceived the support they need from the 
Texas labor.movement. 

At the beginning of the strike, Kenne­
more and Crowe sent a signed appeal 
to the Texas union movement, point­

'ing out that Dow's union-busting 
actions "threaten unions in Texas as 
well as nationwide." The two also 
appear regularly at meetings of the 
Harris County Labor Council to win 
support. 

A few individual unions have re­
sponded. 

In the coming year, there is the 
possibility of some 20 significant 
strikes occuring in Texas. 

They would be in serious jeopardy 
if Dow's union-busting attack in Free­
port is successful. Coupled with 
Texas's notoribus "right-to-work" law, 
a defeat of the Dow strikers would 
lead to a major offensive against the 
wages and working conditions of all 
Texas working people. 

The Dow strikers are aware of the 
key importance of their fight, and they · 
are . seeking all the support they can 
get. Contributions and messages of 
support can be sent to: General Strike 
Fund, Box 7 45, Freeport, ·Texas 
77541. 

AFL-CIO 
urged 
to call 
women's 
conference 
On Sept. 3 a group of national wom­
en's organizations urged AFL-CIO 
President George Meany to take steps 
to upgrade the role of women in the 
leadership of the trade-union move­
ment. In a letter to Meany, they called 
for a national AFL-CIO women's con­
ference to discuss "both the role of 
women as unionists and their prob­
lems in the workplace." 

The women's statement notes that 
3.6 million trade unionists - or 20 
percent of total union membership -
was female in 1971. However, the 
letter declares, "Positions of power 
within unions still belong to men as 
they always have." 

It points out that thereiire no wom­
en on the AFL-CIO Executive Coun­
cil, and that the AFL-CIO does not 
even have a women's department. 

Signers of the letter included: Cen­
ter for Women Policy Studies, the Na­
tional Organi~ation for Women, the 
Women's Action Alliance, the Wom­
en's Equity Action League, and the 
Women's Project of the American Civil 
Liberties Union. · 

The need for this type of initiative 
on behalf of women workers was un­
derscored by rec~nt statistics from the 
women's bureau· of the U.S. DepaTt­
ment of Labor. The figures show that 
women hold 79 percent of clerical jobs 
but. only 17 percent of managerial 
positions, 14 percent of well-paying 
wholesale sales jobs, and 4 percent 
of skilled-trades jobs. 

In addition, the gap between earn­
ings of male and female workers has 
continued to increase. In 1970 wom­
en workers earned an average of only 
59 percent of what men e~rned, where­
as in 1955 women were making 64 
percent of male salaries. 

Figures show 
impact of N~ Y. 
abortion law 
The New York State Health Depart­
ment reported Aug. 31 that 262,807 
legal abortions were performed in the 
state in 1971, with 206,673 of them 
performed in New York City. 

Of these, 60.9 percent were for wom­
en from out-of-state, and the percen­
tage of nonresident abortions rose 
steadily throughout the year. 

Women came to New York to re­
ceive abortions from every state ex­
cept Hawaii and New Mexico-adem­
onstration of the great hardship im­
posed on women by the more restric­
tive abortion laws in other states. 

Approximately 20 percent of the to­
tal abortions were performed on Black 
and Brown women-those who have 
previously been the greatest victims 
of back-alley abortionists. 

Sixteen maternal deaths were report­
ed in relation to the 262,807 abor­
tions, a rate of only six in 100,000. 
And three of the 16 were caused by 
attempts at self-induced abortion. The 
report noted an overall decline· in the 
maternal death rate in 1971. 
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By FRANK LOVELL 
During the past two years a growing , 
tendency has developed among unions • 
to merge in order to eliminate juris­
dictional divisions and provide a 
broader bargaining base. In some in- · 
stances this has been prompted· by 
changes in industry where companies 
have merged- the larger capitalist 
combines gobbling up the smaller 
ones. Advances in technology have 
also eliminated many skilled- jobs, 
transformed production methods in 
entire industries, and reduced the size 
and strategic weight of some once­
powerful unions. 

In all instances the tendency of 
unions to merge and combine their 
forces has been in response to pres­
sure by the employers who seek to 
play off one union against another, 
limit overall wages, undermine estab­
)ished working conditions, increase 
productivity, and reduce the number 
of workers. 

Union mergers are not new, but in 
the past they were rarer and usually 
involved rank-and-file pressure. Now 
there is often no participation by the 
membership, everything being ar­
ranged among the top officials of the 
merging unions. 

The United Transportation Union 
( UTU), which held its founding con­
vention in July 1971, was formed 
from the merger· of four rail unions­
the O,rder of Railway Conductors and 
Brakemen, the Brotherhood of Loco­
motive Firemen and Enginemen, the 
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, 
and the Switchmen's union. 

The new 190,000-member UTU, an 
AFL-CIO affiliate, was brought to­
gether through consultations among 
the officials of the old unions. Rail­
road workers thus gained a new union 
with little noticeable change . in the 
structure of their old union locals. 
They were simply notified of the new 
name. . 

An earlier movement fot amalga­
mation of the old Brotherhoods: be­
ginning in the late 19408, won the 
support of thousands and filled the 
hopes of railroad workers from one 
end of the country to the other. That 
effort, however, failed to break 
through the encrusted craft divisions 
and ossified organizations. 

It appears on the su'Hace that the 
entrenched officialdom of some of 
these same former Brotherhoods has 
finally accomplished what an aroused 
membership was unable to do. How­
ev.er, the merger has not yet produced 
any change in relations between rail­
road management and the workers. 
The United Transportation Union op­
erates exactly like the old Railroad 
Brotherhoods. It mediates workers' 
grievances and seeks new ways to 
cooperate with government boards 
and management associations. 

A series of similar mergers in 1968-
69 produced no significant change in 
the merged organizations. The United 
Packinghouse Workers merged with . 
the Amalgamated Meat Cutters in July 
1968. They joined forces but the re­
lations between them and the meat­
packing industry remained the same. 
The enlarged organization has not 
improved conditions of work or halted 
the new processes of meat packaging. 
Nor have they reduced the hours of 
work, forced the hiring of more work­
ers, kept wages abreast of rising 
prices, or restricted the price gougers 
and profiteers who process and mar­
ket meats. 

In March 1969 the Weldors union 
merged with the Operating Engineers 
(AFL-CIO) but nothing changed for 
either welders or crane operators. 

Government employees and workers 
in the public sectors of employment, 
such as postal employees, communi­
cations workers, and teachers have 
more recently been involved in union 
mergers. The American Postal Work­
ers Union (AFL-CIO) was formed in 
a merger of the Post Office Motor 
Vehicle_ Employees, the Postal Clerks, 
and the independent National Postal 
Union. 

Pickets in West Coast dock strike that ended last February. Gains won 
in 135-day strike were slashed 5 percent by Pay Board, but merger 
of International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union with 
Teamsters proposed by bureaucrats offers no answer to government 
attack on unions. 

By agreement among the officials 
of these unions, Francis Filbey of the 
Clerks union was selected president 
of the new organization. Unable t.o 
persuade the U.S. Postal Service to 
negotiate a meaningful agreement with 
the APWU, Filbey is now negotiating 
with president Joseph Beirne of the 
Communications Workers of America 
( CWA) for a merger of postal and 
telephone worl~:ers. Conventions of 
both CWA and APWU have endorsed 
the merger idea. 

The annual convention of the Amer­
ican Federation of Teachers (AFT), 
held this August in St. Paul, Minn., 
voted for the general idea of merger 
with the much larger National Ed­
ucation Association (NEA), a pro­
fessional group. The merger trend of 
these two organizations led teachers 
in New York State and in New Or­
leans to vote earlier this year to join 
forces. 

The New York • merger created a 
·new organization, the New York Con­

gress of Teachers, which is to be af­
filiated with the AFT, NEA, and AFL­
CIO at both state and national levels. 
One purpose of these mergers is to 
win collective bargaining rights for 
teachers, which are still denied them 
in many localities. 

In several instances smaller unions 
are being swallowed up by larger 
ones. This is the . .case with the 165,-
000-member District 50, Allied and 
Technical Workers of America, once 
a semi-autonomous catch-all unit of 
the United Mine Workers, which 
merged with the Steelworkers union. 

The Teamsters union has swallowed 
up some of its onetime competitors. 
The 50,000-member United Brewery 
Workers is leaving the AFL-CIO to 
join· the Teamsters, thus eliminating 
jurisdictional civalries and providing 
a comfortable berth in · the larger 
union for Brewery Workers officials 
-they hope. 

The merger of two AFL-CIO unions 
in the pulp and papermaking industry 

-the Papermakers and Paperworkers 
with the Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill 
Workers-was a matter of conveni­
ence and necessity for the officials of 
these two unions. The new union is 
the United Paperworkers Internation­
al Union (AFL-CIO), ratified at sep­
arate conventions of the merging 
unions in Denver this August. All for­
mer officials were present, accounted 
for, and retained in office. Labor Sec­
retary James Hodgson, an invited 
convention speaker, congratulated the 
unions on their unification. 

Politics, government intervention in. 
union affairs, and the new methods 
of waterfront cargo handling are 
squeezing the International Long­
shoremen's and Warehousemen's 
Union (ILWU) on the Pacific Coast 
and Hawaii into the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters ( IBT). This 
merger is different in one respect from 
most others. Members of the ILWU 
are discussing the terms of the merger 
and will conduct a referendum vote 
to decide whether to accept it. 

In. the negotiations for a longshore 
contract last ye8."r, thl! ILWU won a 
welfare fund to be financed by the 
employers in the amount of $1 a ton 
for all cargo loaded inland by non­
members of the longshore union. 
Much of this work of stuffing the giant 
Sea/ Land cargo containers is done 
by members of the Teamsters union, 
which has protested the longshore­
men's agreement. The tax on con­
tainerized cargo has been held up by 
a federal judge, and the longshore­
men's welfare fund may suffer as a 
consequence. 

This is one of the issues that will 
be resolved in the merger discussions 
now under way. So far these discus­
sions have reached the stage of. an 

. "understanding" between ILWU Pres­
ident Harry Bridges and IB T Pres­
ident Frank Fitzsimmons. According 
to reports of this "understanding," the 
dwindling number of waterfront work­
ers- now 17,000- will constitute a 
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new "longshore division" of the Team­
sters union. Another 50,000 ware:­
housemen in ILWU locals, including 
Hawaii sugar and pineapple work~ 
ers, will be taken into the existing dis­
tricts of the Teamsters union in all 
sections of the .country. 

These union mergers do not solve 
-~ I 

any of the new problems these unions 
face. In some instances the mergers 
are .encouraged by the employers in 
order to establish a single, uniform, 
and · more manageable bargaining 
unit- one better suited to new meth­
ods of production and distribution. 

In all instances the number of or-· 
ganized workers has remained the 
same. It is possible, as claimed by 
all proponents of merger, that the op­
portunity to organize the 50 million 
still unorganized workers improves 
with these changes in union structure. 
This seems logical, but it remains_ to 
be demonstrated. 

Organizational changes, the m·erg­
ing of some unions into larger ones, 
will not frighten the employers or at­
tract the support of unorganized work­
ers. 

The unions will undoubtedly under­
go many organizational changes in 
the near future, and some may dis­
appear undez: the pounding of an anti­
union drive by the employing class 
and its government. Under these cir­
cumstances the only way the union 
movement will survive is through the 
development of a counteroffensive 
against the employers. This will re­
quire a united stand against all forms 
of strik-ebreaking, including anti-union 
laws and court injunctions. 

It will mean a determined fight for 
an escalator clause in all union con­
tracts to keep wages fully abreast of 
the rising cost of living. 

It will mean a determined fight for 
full employment, including the de­
mand fQr a reduction in the hours of 
work with no loss in take-home pay. 

It will mean demanding that the 
government's $80-billion war budget 
be eliminated, and a massive public 
works program be launched to help 
provide jobs and meet social needs. 

In this context it will m~!in that 
the union movement must organize 
its own independent labor party to 
win these goals. 

The union bureaucrats now engaged 
in merger maneuvers with each other 
are not going to undertake such an 
offensive against the employers. This 
is the job of a resurgent class-struggle 
left wing in the unions. ·One of the 
first things such a left wing will under­
take is to move beyond the present 
mergers that occur now only within -
the limits of existing organizations 
and launch a. drive to organize the 
unorganized. 

ILWU President Harry· Bridges 
(above) and Teamsters President 
Frank Fitzsimmons have reached 
''understanding.'' 
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In Review 
Books 
Solzhenitsyn 
Stories and Prose Poems by 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn. Farrar, 
Straus & Giroux, Inc. New York, 
1971. 288 pp. $7.95 cloth. 

The top officials of the Soviet Union 
do not cut the most glamorous fig­
ures- even in the sordid world of in­
ternational diplomacy. Although we 
see their pictures in the newspapers 
and on TV regularly, they come 
across like so many faceless men mov­
ing like dingy ghosts about the Krem­
lin. 

-But in the Soviet Union the work 
of the bureaucracy is close at hand. 
Soviet artists are at all times faced 
with the reality of the bureaucrats. 
Because they are the censors of daily 
life as well as political and cultural 
activity, these (to us) faceless men 
have emerged as the dominant con­
cerns .of recent Soviet literature. 

The Russian bureaucrats have little 
in the way of cultural tools to work 
with. They employ a blunt approach 
to inquisitioning their artists: Will you 
or will you not renounce the right to 
include anything critical of the regime 
in your work? 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn is the best­
known of the growing number of So­
viet writers who have consciously op­
posed the bureaucracy. His novel One 
Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich 
was published during the "thaw" that 
followed Stalin's death. 

But his next two major novels­
First Circle and Cancer Ward-were 
suppressed by the Soviet regime. (For 
more on these novels and the persecu­
tion of Solzhenitsyn, see Rebels and 
Bureaucrats by George Saunders, 
Pathfinder Press, N. Y.) 

Stories and Prose Poems includes 
several stories that have previously 
been published in the United States 
(the translations are new) plus others 
that have not been published before. 

Several of them stand out. "An In­
cident at Krechetovka Station" is the 
most gripping because of the tension 
it develops between pretense and re­
ality: the pretense of infallibility ("we 

never make mistakes") and the reality 
_of bureaucratic blundering. 

In "For the Good of the Cause" Sol­
zhenitsyn compares the initiative of a 
group of students with the highest 
ideals of Leninism. During the course 
of this story the careerists who thwart 
this initiative are exposed as carica­
tures of socialist ideals. Their preten­
sions to Leninism are ludicrous in 
view of their petty and callous ap­
proach to social problems. 

But for someone who is already 

a follower of Solzhenitsyn' s writing, 
the prose poems are the most -inter­
esting selections because they illustrate 
his talent in a new form. They are 
largely meditative poems about nature. 
But at the same time, they vibrate 
with the most important problems of 
Soviet society. It is almost as though 
Solzhenitsyn had adopted the pose pf 
a pastoral bard in order to prove 
how inescapable these problems are. 

A good poem to start with is "Seg­
den Lake." Here, Solzhenitsyn tells the 
story of how the typical Soviet citizen 
might attempt to gain access to the 
environs of this beautiful lake. But 
the idyllic locale has been mysterious­
ly blockaded and declared off limits 
for the ordinary citizen. It appears 
that one of those ghost-like bureau­
crats has usurped the tranquil lake 

to support his costly (for the Soviet 
people) duck-shooting habit. 

Solzhenitsyn's firm commitment to 
socialism and the gains of the R,us­
sian revolution is also linked in a 
contradictory but indissoluble whole 
with more traditional and backward 
ideas. 

He was a political prisoner who 
lived under severe conditions for 
many years. These years of hardship 
- and the isolation suffered by all 
Russian intellectuals living under the 
bureaucratic regime- may have had 
the effect of reinforcing his commit­
ment to . the more traditional aspects 
of Russian life. For example, Solzhe­
nitsyn is a defender of orthodoxy in 
the field of religion. 

In "Zakhar-the-Pouch" we catch a 
strong affirmation .of Russian nation­
alism. The context for this is Solzhe­
nitsyn's belief that Stalinism, which 
is shortsighted and insensitive as well 
as repressive, ~is a poor defender of 

- any social system. But Solzhenitsyn 
goes one step further. His characteriza­
tion of Zakhar, the keeper of a na­
tional monument, indicates a weak­
ness for mystifying Russia's past. 

But the overall hppact of Solzhe­
nitsyn' s works is entirely on the side 
of human progress because they are 
such a powerful refl~ction of the re­
sistance to Stalinism. And Solzhenit­
synis only the best-known of the many 
Soviet writers whose uncensored work 
circulates privately in the form called. 
samizdat (self-publication). 

Although the bureaucrats attempt to 
discredit such writers with the charge 
of spreading "anti-Soviet slander," the 
publication of Solzhenitsy,n' s works 
and those of other Soviet dissidents 
will reveal that among the sdmizdat · 
writers are the most vigilant defend­
ers of the gains of the Russian revolu­
tion. -DAVID SALNER 

SDS 
SDS, A Profile by Alan Adelson. 
Charles Scribner's Sons. New 

_York, 1972. 276 pp. $70 cloth, 
$2.95 paper. 

Students for a Democratic Society 
( SDS) was once the largest student 
radical organization in the country. 
It was formed in 1959 as a liberal 
and humanist student group oriented 
to reforming the Democratic Party. 

In the mid-1960s, SDS grew into 
a large organization, reflecting the in­
creased radicalization on the campus­
es. It was characterized by the "new 
leff' ideology that permeated the think­
ing of many of the new student radi­
cals. It evolved politically from re­
formism to sectarianism and ultraleft­
ism in the late 1960s. 

Although the organization grew un­
til 1969, its inner life was marked by 
fierce factional disputes. This was in­
evitable for such a diffuse organiza­
tion having no consistent theory or 
political program. 

Finally, in June 1969 the old SDS 
split apart and died. One of• its three 
factions, the "worker-student alliance," 
led by the Progressive Labor Party, 
took over the rump of the organiza­
tion and has continued calling itself 
SDS. 

The two other factions- the Revo­
lutionary Youth Movement (Weather­
men) and Revolutionary Youth Move­
ment II (often called RYM II) -each 
had a brief existence and departed 
from the political scene. 

SDS, A Profile is about the post-
1969 Progressive Labor-led SDS. But 
Alan Adelson not only fails to .por­
tray the history of SDS when it w~s at 
its greatest strength, he also fails to 
present an accurate discription of the 
present-day group of the same name. 
Adelson, apparently a partisan of the 
new group, describes the activities and 
functions of the current SDS as if it 
were still the dominant student group 
on college campuses. 

The role of the Progressive Labor 
Party ( PLP) in SDS played a signif­
icant role in SDS's decline, which Adel­
son doesn't discuss. PL, then a Maoist 
organization, began to enter SDS in 
late 1965. Its goal was to take over 

read Mao." 
Following the split, Jeff Gordon, a 

PL leader in SDS, stated PL's elation: 
"We've just taken over the most impor­
tant organization in America." What 
PL had actually accomplished, how­
ever, was to capture themselves since 
SDS soon became an isolated sect in 
the·student movement. 

Even when Adelson does discuss the 
current political positions held by SDS, 
he does not do so accurately. For ex­
ample, when discussing SDS's per­
spective for the Black movement, he 
does not mention SDS' s opposition 
to Black nationil.lism. 

Fully a third of the book is devoted 
to a discussion of SDS' s role in the 
antiwar movement and its perspective 
for it. But only a partially accurate 
description emerges. 

The PL-dominated SDS tried to ig­
nore the antiwar movement until the 
massive student upsurge of May 1970. 
In this, they followed in the footsteps 
of the national leadership of the old 
SDS, which abandoned building the 
antiwar movement after organizingthe 
1965 march on Was)lington. 

But SDS was forced to respond to 
the student explosion that followed 
Nixon's invasion of Cambodia. Adel­
son points out that their strategy then, 
which hasn't changed, was to attempt 
to shut down the universities to all 
forms of activity. 

SDS at Columbia, for example, put 
forth the slogan, "No class today, no 
ruling class tomorrow!" SDS argued 
that the best way to fight the war mak­
ers was by shutting down the uni­
versity like "workers shutting down 
production at a factory .... " 

This ineffective strategy was counter­
posed to .the one put forth by the Stu­
dent Mobilization Committee ( SMC) 
and carried out by the mass of stu­
dents in May 1970- that is, using 
the universities as antiwar organizing 
centers to reach out to the rest of the 
population, particularly· to working 
people and communities of the op­
pressed nationalities. 

SDS, as well, used physical violence 
against antiwar or radical groups they 
disagreed with. In· Boston in May 
1970 SDS attacked a national steering 
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Rival factions issued own New Left Notes after 1969 
split, each claiming to be the "real SDS." 

SDS by ousting the new-left leader­
ship. 

Because the old SDS leadership had 
no political program to base their 
activities on, they attempted to outdo 
the PL faction in sectarianism, ultra­
leftism, and Maoism. SDS conventions 
became spectacles devoid of serious 
political discussion. 

Adelson, in fact, points out that the 
tumultuous split convention in 1969 
consisted of organized shouting of slo­
gans such as "Read Mao, read Mao, 

committee meeting of the Student Mo­
bilization Committee; and again, in 
1971 some of its members attempted 
to physically disrupt a convention of 
the National Peace Action Coalition 
in New York City. To this date, they 
have never repudiated the use of vio­
lence within the radical movement. 

SDS's ultraleft strategy for the stu­
dent movement speeded its isolation. 
Adelson's "profile" fails to discuss this 
and is not recommended for those 
seeking that unwritten history of SDS. 

-MALIK MIAH 



. 
Issue before miners is gov't interventiOn 
By FRANK LOVELL 
The United Mine Wgrkers Journal, official pub­
lication of the United Mine Workers of America 
( UMW), has appeared twice a month in recent 
years as the mouthpiece of W. A. "Tony" Boyle's 
dictatorial regime in the Miner's union. The July 

he retired in March this year and is now a can­
didate for the presidency of UMW District 2. 

Their statement is ironical. "The Editors," they 
write, "are of the opinion that publication of these 
pages involved a Constitutional question of free­
dom of the press that still has not been determined." 
The Boyle regulars are contesting the constitu­
tionality of the ruling by Judge Bryant. But after 
the way they have perverted the Mine Workers' 
paper to serve their personal goals over the past 
several years, it will surely be obvious to all that 
they h!Wdly come to court with clean hands plead-

_ 1, 1972, issue appears in the familfa'r format, but 
some new and different sections are added. 

All candidates for office on the MFD slate in the 
coming election are longtime coal miners, and 
most_ of them have been active in the miners' re­
form movement in recent years. Many are past 
or ,present union officials. 

A "Message from the Department of Labor" 
announces the inclusion of the opinion and court 
order of federal Judge William Bryant requiring 
the UMW to hold a new election for International 
officers no later than Jan. 1, 1973. The elections 
are .to be supervised by the U.S. Secretary of La­
bor. At the same time the court also order_ed the 
Journal to allocate equal space to opposition can­
didates. Under this provision the dissident Miners 
for Democracy ( MFD) has its own section in the 
paper, edited by Don Stillman. 

ing "freedom of the press." · · 

_ There are several basic issues before the miners, 
however, that have yet to be faced squarely by 
those who now seek to unseat the Boyle gang. 
The most important of these is government in­
tervention and control over the affairs of the union. '­
In the past Boyle collaborated with the mine boss-
es to maintain his dictatorship. Government in­
tervention and control of the union in the future 
will produce another Boyle. First appearing in the July 1 issue, this new sec­

tion carries an editorial on UMW President Boyle:s 
conviction and five-year prison sentence for em­
bezzling. The editorial says that Boyle is still on the 
UMW payroll at $50,000 a year, and that he has 
amassed a personal fortune of a quarter-million 
dollars. It adds, "If Boyle had the best interests of 
the UMW at heart, he should have fought fair 
and hard for those political figures on the coal 
miners' side and he should have used the right . 
legal channels .... " instead of "actirig outside the 

'law for his own personal benefit." 
The MFD section of the Journal als!? carries a 

letter from an Ohio miner, Floyd Lamb Jr., who 
was a delegate to the recent MFD convention that 
nominated Arnold Miller for UMW president. Lamb 
is not a formal member of MFD, but as a work­
ing miner he participated actively in the convention. 
He answers the bitter charge of the Boyle machine 
that MFD really stands for "Miners for Destruc­
tion.". "But, they (MFD), Lamb wrote, do not 
intend to destroy-the United Mine Workers of Amer­
ica. . . . only the dictatorship and corruption 
which has existed for so long in the UMW A." 

Miners for Democracy convention met May 
27-28 to nominate opposition candidates in 
union elections. 

Miners for Democrafy candidates are aware of 
this danger. An editorial by MFD in the July 15 
issue of the Journal says, "Arnold Miller has pub­
licly stated he is against having the government 
run the internal affairs of a labor union and we 
think most union men would agree." The editorial 
statement charges that" ... Mr. Boyle is the man 
responsible for bringing the Labor Department _ 
into the UMW. Under the circumstances, we wel­
come the spotlight it will aim on the dark crevices 
of Boyle's corruption." 

The government influence will be exerted in an 
opposite direction if the new officers attempt to 
impose union control of safety standards in the 
mines, which the MFD has made one of its cam-· 
paign slogans. Point six of Miller's platform states, 
"Jobs should be expanded and safety conditions 
improved by instituting four 6-hour work shifts, 
one of them a safety and maintenance shift." 

In an apparent effort to broaden the base of 
Miners for Democracy, Miller has announced that 
future issues of the Journal will include a ques­
tion~and-answer column in which he promises to­
state his position on important questions raised 
by members of the union. Miller says, "It's one 
thing to advocate progress and it's another thing 
to bring it about. ... " 

Other MFD demands entail taxing the owners 
to increase miners' pensions, organizing unorga­
nized miners, and protecting the land. 

Miners for Democracy announces in this issue 
of the Journal that Edward Monborne, a 55-year­
old retired coal miner from Pennsylvania on a 
UMW pension, is campaign manager for Miller. 
Monborne was president of UMW Local 850 when 

The regular editors of the Journal, Justin Mc­
Carthy and his assistant Rex Lauck, are appoin­
tees of the Boyle machine. They disclaim any 
responsibility for MFD material published in this 
issue, which they say was "prepared by the ~abor 
Department." . 

All of this is a direct challenge to the corrupt 
political system that protects the giant corpora­
tions in control of most coal mining operations 
that today pollute and destroy the land and streams 
and woods in vast sections of Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, Kentucky, and Ohio. 

Where the socialist 
candidates stand= 

On taxes 
The following represents. the views of 
Linda Jenness and Andrew Pulley, the 
1972 presidential and vice-presidential 
candidates of the Socialist Workers 
Party. 
Three leading economists told' Con­
gress July 27 that taxes would have 
to be raised in 197 4 simply lo pay 
for current governmental expendi­
tures, even if no new programs are 
instituted! Taxes keep climbing with 
no end in sight. American working 
people see rising taxes cutting into 
their wages, while their income is 

, being shrunk further by inflation and 
held down by government-imposed 
wage controls. 

Moreover, the services these taxes 
are supposed to pay for- such as 
schools, sanitation, public transpor­
tation, parks, etc. -continue to de­
teriorate. And approximately- 33 
cents out of every dollar of personal 
income tax goes for military expen­
ditures, including appropriations for 
the Vietnam war, which most Ameri­
cans oppose. 

In 1912 the American workers suc­
ceeded/ in winning a graduated in­
come -tax- a significant step forward 
in the fight of working people for 
economic security and social services. 
The concept of a graduated income 
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tax had been fought for by socialist 
and workers organizatiop.s for many 
years. In fact, this demand was 
raised in Marx and Engels's Com­
munist Manifesto, published in 1848. 

But the increased discontent over 
high taxes has begun to bring to 
light the blatant inequalities of the 
present tax system. The reality is 
that the rich are afforded all kinds 
of ways to avoid taxes, while the 
poor are hounded by them at every 
turn. 

From the beginning to the end of 
1971, avera~e per capita state and 
local taxes rose from $380 to $427 
per year. These tax hikes have most­
ly been in the form of sales taxes, 
and taxes on gasoline, alcohol, 
homes, etc., which hit the masses of 
working people the hardest. Such 
taxes are not graduated but take the 
same amount from poor people as 
from the rich. 

Many of the richest corporations · 
and individuals, on the other hand, 
get away with paying insignificant 
taxes or none at all. And usually 
these practices are not illegal; the 
rich simply hire lawyers to find the 
loopholes that were deliberately writ­
ten into the tax laws for their con­
venience. 

We believe that the graduated in­
come tax was an important victory. 
However, it is limited in actual prac­
tice. We are for making the tax sys­
tem even more graduated- that is, 
taking more from the rich and less 
from the poor. 

The SWP favors abolishing all 
sales taxes and income tax on alf 
incomes under $10,000. And we 
would set an income ceiling of $25,-
000 -taxing any additional earn­
ings· over this amount by 100 per­
cent. This latter tax would affect only 
5 percent of the American people 
but would provide a great amount 
of wealth for helping to meet the 
needs of the other 95 percent of Amer­
ican society. 

In addition, the SWP demandiS the 
elimination of all tax loopholes, de­
pletion allowances, investment c:(ed­
its, and other forms of public sl,lb­
sidy of big business. 

"But that's outrageous," the riah 
will howl. They will contend that 
their corporations can't operate witlll­
out these tax concessions and with­
out their huge personal incomes. 

We answer that such corporations 
should open their books to public 
examination. Let the public see 
whether they cannot afford to pay 

their fair share of taxes. If they ac­
tually can't pay without going bank­
rupt, then these corporations should 
be expropriated and operated under 
the control of the workers in that 
enterprise. 

The SWP also favors a 100 per­
cent tax on all profits of war indus­
tries and on all industries that pol­
lute our environment. Capitalists 
have no right to profit from the death 
and destruction wreaked by- the U. S. 
on Indochina. Nor do they have a 
right to choke and poison the Ameri­
can people in their drive for profits. 

In order to truly satisfy human 
needs, we believe that the American 
people will want to go further than 
simply raising taxes on the rich. 
What is needed is a total reorganiza­
tion of the system of ownership of 
the wealth, placing control of tne 
wealth in the hands of democratically 
elected representatives of the people. 

Under such a socialist system, the 
American people will have at their 
disposal not only taxes from the cap­
italists, but the country's factories, 
land, and buildings as well. All of 
this wealth can then be operated to 
provide for the needs of the vast 
majority rather than for private prof­
it. 



Calendar ... strikers 
BOSTON 

SOCIALIST WORKERS CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE MEET­
INGS. Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. All campaign 
supporters are welcome. 655 Atlantic Ave.(app. South 
Station). Far mare inlarmatian, call (617) 482-8050. 

BROOKLYN 
WHAT HAPPENED IN ARGENTINA- THE MASSACRE 
AT TRELEW. Speaker: Frank Grinnan, U.S. Committee 
far Justice Ia Latin Am~rican Political Prisoners (USLA). 
Fri., Sept. 15, 8 p.in. 136 Lawrence St.(at Wiilaughby). 
Donation: $1, h.s. students 50c. Sponsored by Militant 
Forum. Far mare inlarmatian, call (212) 596-2849. 

LOS ANqELES 
LOS ~NGELES CAMPAIGN BANQUET. With Linda 
Jenness, 1972 Social is I Workers Party candidate far 
president. Sat., Sept. 30. Cocktails, 6 p.m.; dinner, 
7 p.m.; rally, 8:30 p.m.; party fallows. Armenian Hall, 
1501 Venice Blvd. (west all Harbor Freeway), las 
Angeles. Donation: $5, h.s. students $3. Sponsored by 
the ~acialisl Workers Campaign Committee and Yaung 
Socialists far Jenness and Pulley. Far mare inlarma­
tian and reservations, call (213) 461-8131 ar (213) 
463-1917. 

NATIONAL 
Linda Jenness, presidential candidate af the Socialist 
Workers Party, will appear an ABC-TV's "Issues and 
Answers" along with ather candidates from the smaller 
P"rties an Sun., Oct. 8, 1 p.m.(New York time). 

NEW YORK: LOWER MANHATTAN 
PARTICIPANTS REPORT ON CONGRESS OF AFRICAN 
PEOPLE CONFERENCE IN SAN DIEGO. Speaker: Der­
rick Marrisa-;,, staff writer far The Militant. Fri., Sept. 
15, 8 p.m. 706 Broadway (4th St.), Eighth Flaar. Do­
nation: $1, h.s. students 50c. Sponsored by Militant 
Labar Forum. Far mare inlarmatian, call (212) 982-
6051. 

SEA mE 
BUSING-ISITTHE SOLUTION TO BLACK EDUCATION. 
Panel discussion. Panelists include Gary Johnson, So­
cialist Workers Party candidate far superintendent af 
public instruction. Fri., Sept. 15, 8 p.m. 5257 Uni­
versity Way N. E. Donation: $1, h.s. students 50c.­
Ausp. The Militant Forum. Far mare inlarmatian, call 
(206) LA3-2555. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
MARXIST RADIO COMMENTARY. listen Ia Theodore 
Edwards, spokesman far the Socialist Workers Party, 
an his weekly 15-minute redia program, 11:15 a.m. 
every Wednesday, KPFK-FM, 90.7. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Linda Jenness, presidential candidate af the Social­
ist Workers Party, will appear an the Public Broad­
casting System (Channel 26) in a program entitled 
'Political El~'dians '72," a special broadcast caveri ng 
candidates /tam the smaller parties, an Man., Sept. 
11, 10:30 p.m. 

Calendar and classified ad rates: 75 
cents per line of 56-character-wide type­
wriHen copy. Display ad rates: $10 per 
column inch ($7.50 if_~amera-ready ad 
is enclosed). Payment must be included 
with ads. The Militant is published each 
week on Friday. Deadlines for ad copy: 
Friday, one week preceding publication, 
for classified and display ads; Wednes­
day noon, two days preceding publica­
tion, for calendar ads. Telephone: (212) 
243-6392. 

Socia 

Continued from page 3 
signed to force employees back 
to work. 

On Tues., Sept. 5, when the plant 
opened, Mead hoped to have enough 
workers to reinstitute the second shift. 

Instead, even fewer workers showed 
up than on the preceding Friday, forc­
ing the normally three-shift plant to 
work one skeleton shift, heavily staffed 
with supervisory personnel. 

A major factor in boosting Mead 
workers' morale was the announce­
ment last week that Nabisco would 
settle its strike with Afro-American 
workers, granting all their demands 
except the one for retroactive pay for 
time lost during the strike. 

The increasing number of strikes 
by Black workers and their continued 
success have made a significant im­
pact in the Atlanta area. Employers 
are openly apprehensive about con­
tinued strikes by Afro-Americans, de­
spite an agreement they have with 
white-dominated unions and existing 
contracts. 

Another 
strikes is 
fidence of 

important result of . the 
a growing feeling of con­
Black workers and the Af-

ro-American community in their 
ability to take action on their own to 
make significant changes in on-the­
job conditions. They feel this way de­
spite the hindrance of a racist man­
agement and union leaderships that 
don't represent them. 

... controls 
Continued from page 8 · 
tract (down from 9 percent)." 

Whittling down the level of wage 
increases is the main aim of the Amer­
ican ruling class in its wagHontrol 
policies, and it has succeeded in begin­
ning this process. This is not a short­
run aim. 

Faced with sharply increased com­
petition in world markets, the U.S. 
monopolists hope to make wage con­
trols a permanent aspect of the "Amer­
ican way of life." The fact that George 
McGovern supports wage controls as 
does Richard Nixon testifies to the 
long-range importance of wage con­
trols to the ruler~ of this country. 

In one sense, however, the capitalists 
have an easier go of it in 1972. They 
face none of the biggest labor unions 
in contract negotiations. An impor­
tant test of NEP will come next spring 
and summer, when the contracts or" 

•rectory 

electrical workers, auto workers, and 
teamsters expire. The struggles. of the 
General Electric workers in the spring 
of 1969 and the General Motors work­
ers the following winter were among 
those that spurred th~ ruling class 
irito its present offensive to drive down 
real wages. 

-... eleCtions 
Continued from page J 0 
gentina is building a revolutionary 
party with a mass base in the major 
industrial unions. It has concentrated 
on winning influence through the fac­
tory committees. 

Its program in the unions calls for 
automatic cost-of-living increases in 
wages to fight inflation; a minimum 
salary of 70,000 pesos a month' 
(about $70); political independence of 
the trade unions from all capitalist 
parties, including the Peronists; free­
dom for political prisoners; trade­
union democracy; and trade-union 
participation in anti-imperialist strug­
gles. 

It also calls for a rank-and-file con­
gress of the CGT, the largest union. 
federation, to project a plan of strug­
gle around these demands. 

Since the , PSA-PR T( La Verdad) 
united effort began, it has grown rap­
idly- becoming the largest formation 
to the left of the Communist Party. 
The PSA is the only party, other than 
those blocking with the capitalist par­
ties, that has met the stringent require­
ments imposed by the Lanussegovern­
ment to enter the elections. The govern­
ment requires that four out of every 
1,000 voters in at least five provinces 
formally join the party. The PSA has 
met this requirement, registering in its 
legal structure some 33,000 students 
and workers. 

The PSA has established a legal 
newspaper, Avanzada Socialista (So­
cialist Vanguard), and has opened 
headquarters in almost all major cities 
of Argentina. 

In spite of its rapid growth, the 
PSA-PRT(La Verdad) is still a rela­
tively small current in the context of 
Argentina's workers. movement as a 
whole. Whether the socialist pole will 
be able to attract a sufficient following 
to substantially affect the course of 
events is still unclear. But,regardless 
of the results of the elections- which 
may not even be held- the present 
electoral maneuver by the ruling class 

under pressure from the mass move­
ment is giving the Marxist movement 
in Argentina an important opportunity 
to build the revolutionary party. 

· ... jobless 
Continued from page 17 

Congresswoman Bella Abzug ( D­
N. Y.) has introduced two bills that 
would have the effect of restoring the 
two additional benefits programs in 
New York and the other states where 
they have been terminated. One (H. R. 
16069) would reduce the triggering 
rate in the emergency program from 
6.5 to 5.75 percent. The other (H. R. 
16180) would eliminate the require­
ment in the federal-state plan that un­
employment be 20 percent higher than 
in the previous two years. 

Speaking about her proposals in 
a message sent to an Aug. 3 dem­
onstration organized by the New York 
Committee to Organize the Unem­
ployed, Abzug said: ". . . the prin­
ciple that unemployment must pro­
gressively get worse if the jobless are 
to continue to receive benefits ... is 
both senseless and cruel and is a sure 
method of swelling the welfare rolls." 

Commenting on Abzug' s statement 
and on her proposals, Joanna Mis­
nik, Socialist Workers Party candi­
date for Congress- from New York's 
20th C. D., where Abzug made a bid 
in the Democratic primary this year, 

-told The Militant Sept. 1: 
"While Abzug' s bills are a small step 

in the right direction and would re­
store benefits to nearly a million work­
ers who have been cut off, they barely 
begin to take care of all that is 'sense­
less and cruel' in the unemployment 
picture." 

The socialist candidate pointed out 
that "There is no sensible or humane 
reason for not including all workers 
out of a job in compensation pro-· 
grams." Furthermore, she said, "the 
benefits of a maximum $75 a week 
for those who are included are out­
rageously inadequate." 

"The SWP, Misnik said, "advocates 
guaranteed compensation at union 
wages for all those out of work, wheth­
er or not they have worked before. We 
would combine this with a crash pro­
gram to eliminate unemployment 
through massive public works pro­
grams and an immediate reduction 
of the workweek with no reduction 
in weekly pay to distribute the avail­
able work among all those able to 
work." 
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THE MiliTANT 
Labor party victory in British Columbia 
By TONY THOMAS 
TORONTO, Sept. 5- On Aug. 30, the 
New Democratic Party (NDP), Can­
ada's labor party, won the provincial 
elections in British Columbia, ousting 
the Social Credit Party, which had 
controlled the province for more than 
20 years. 

The· NDP won 38 seats in the .pro­
vincial legislative assembly. The So­
cial Credit Party won 10 seats, while 
the two other capitalist parties, the 
Liberal Party and the Conservative 
Party, w.on five and two seats respec­
tively. 

This was the third provincial vic­
tory for the NDP and its first vic­
tory in a major industrial area with 
a powerful labor movement. 

At a cross-Canada gathering of rev­
olutionary socialists from the League 
for Socialist Action'- Ligue Socialiste 
Ouvriere bel~ here this weekend, trade­
union, campus, feminist, and other 
supporters of the NDP analyzed the 
elections as a victory for the Cana­
dian working class. They indicated 
that it shows the ability of the Ca­
nadian workers party to pose itself 
as a viable alternative to the Cana­
dian capitalist parties. 

The NDP rode to.power on the crest 
. of massive dissatisfaction over grow­
ing unemployment; cutbacks in ed­
ucation, health, and social services; 
and government attacks on the la­
bor movement. 

The British Columbia NDP had 
adopted a number of progressive so­
cial demands at its conventions and 
other gatherings: an end to antistrike 
and compulsory arbitration laws, a 
$2.50 minimum wage, equal pay for 
equal work for women, repeal of all 
anti-abortion laws, the establishment 
of community child-care centers, a 
fight to improve conditions of Cana­
dian Indians, immediate U.S. with­
drawal from Indochina, and Cana­
dian withdrawal from NORAD (a 
U. S.-Canada military pact). 

mier W. A. C. Bennett, using the cen­
tral campaign slogan "Enough is 

,Enough." ·• · 
.· Despite these weaKnesses in the prO­
vincial leadership, local ca1;1didates 
and supporters of the NDP advanced 
a more militant approach, linking the 
NDP campaign with the demands of 
workers and of other oppressed layers. 

A rtlember of a Vancouver local 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers (IBEW) described 
to me how aft~r a three-month strike, 
the local's strike committee reconsti­
tuted itself as an "elect NDP" com­
mittee. It contacted all the local's mem­
bers trying to get them to fmancially 
support the NDP and help staff cam­
paign offices.\ 

This response, he said, contrasted 
with the 1969 provincial elections 
when there was no organized support 
to the NDP in the local. He said the 
unionists S"aw the NDP victory as a de­
fense against the type of attacks the 
Bennett administration had launch.ed. 

Twelve of the new NDP members of 
the legislative '.a~sembly (MLAs) are 

.. ... -:·.<:.:0.1.9-:,. 
current or formet labor officials. Many 
trade unionists campaigned for them 
and other NDP candidates as work­
ers candidates. The British Columbia 
Federation of Labor contributed more 
than $150,000 and put more than 
100 full-time organizers on the NDP 
campaign staff. 

Also elected on the NDP slate were 
British· Columbia's frrst two Black 
MLAs, Emery Barnes and Rosemary 
Brown. Brown is Canada's frrst Black 
woman legislator. In her campaign 
she identified herself not only with the 
Afro-Canadian struggle but with de­
mands of women, Indians, and gays. 

Joaa Campana, Vancouver orga­
nizer of the Young Socialists, a rev­
olutionary-socialist youth organiza­
tion, ·described how the NDP offices 

' . were "packed with . youth under 25, 
every night." She stated that unlike 
previous elections when the campuses 
had not been overly active, this year 
many campus leaders became in-

volved in organizing for the NDP. 
The League for Socialist Action 

launched its own campaign to fight 
for an NDP victory. In addition to 
circulating NUP campaign !Daterial, 
British Columbian socialists circulated 
mort! than 10,000 copies of a special 
supplement on the British Columbia 
elections· from Labor Challenge, ~ Ca­
nadian socialist biweekly. 

The supplement pointed out how an 
NDP victory would be in the interests 
of workers, women, Canadian In­
dians, and students. 

It also described the Bennett gov­
ernment's policies that have led to 
r1smg unemployment, ·attacks on 
strikes, and the deterioration of the 
British Columbian environment. 

While the suppl~ment stressed sup­
port to the NDP as a party based on 
the labor movement rather than being 
tied to big ' business, it also criticized 
the failure of the NDP leadership to 
project the party as a fighting class-
struggle alternative. : 

However, the provincial NDP lead­
ership down-played these demands. It 
tried to base the campaign simply on 
dissatisfaction with Social Credit Pre- The founding convention of the New Democratic Party, Ottawa, Ontario, August 1961 

Gunnian released without bail 

Chicano activist shot down in New Mexico 
By JOSE PEREZ 
EL PASO, Texas, Sept. 4-A "wan­
ton, racist murder." This is how the 
killing in Orogrande, N. M., of Ri­
cardo Falcon, a. leader of the Colo­
rado Raza Unida Party, was char­
acterized by the national convention 
of Raza Unida parties held here Sept. 
1-4. 

The convention sent a telegram to 
U.S. Attorney General Richard 
Kleindienst and to New Mexico of­
ficials demanding an immediate in­
vestigation into the shooting. 

The shooting occurred at Perry 
Brunson's Chevron station on Aug. 
30. 

A carload of Colorado activists 
driving to the convent~on had stopped 
in the small New Mexico town 50 
iniles north of El Paso to get water 
to cool their overheated car. 

Brunson refused to give them wa­
ter unless they purchased something. 
Without warning, Brunson went into 
his offic~ and pulled out a .38-caliber 
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pistol. He shot Falcon, fatally wound­
ing him. 

Falcon was not given medical as­
sistance at the scene and no ambu­
lance or doctors were sent. Residents 
of Orogrande r~used ·to let Falcon's 
friends use a telephone, including pay 
phones, to summon help. 

The police version of the murder, 
based on Brunson's report, was the 
only one printed in the press. Brun­
son- claimed that Falcon threatened 
him and physically attacked him af­
ter Brunson fired two warning shots. 

Raza Unida activists who were with 
Falcon said that this was completely 
false and that rio threats or attacks 
were made on Brunson. 

Brunson, a meptber of the Wallacite 
American Party, has been charged by 
state authorities with manslaughter . 
and released on his own recognizance. 

Rodolfo "Corky" Gonzales, leader of 
the Denver-based Crusade for Justice 
and the Colorado Raza Unida Party, 
called for demonstrations and a boy­
cott of Chevron stations to protest 

the murder of Falcon. This proposal 
received an enthusiastic response at 
the Raza Unida convention. 

Jose Caldron, a member of the 
Colorado delegation from Greeley, 
gave a moving memorial address. He 
said: 

"When we die, let us die as Ricardo 
did. ·Let us die fighting in the barrios, 
in the jails, in the college campuses, 
in· the fields, in the streets for our 
Raza .... 

"And if we would die, let us die as 
Ricardo did and not like the many 
of us who die in Vietnam fighting for 
hate and imperialism; or those of us 
who die in some OEO [Office of Eco­
nomic Opportunity) cdffin wrapped up 
in the flag of bureaucracy and pacifi­
cation; like those who die in somewall­
to-wall carpeted asylum without ever 
knowip.g man's beautiful ability 
to give, share, an.d sacrifice our lives 
for others as Ricardo did. 

"Ricardo once told me he always 
talked about the gringo dollar, and 
he said, 'The root of our problem is 

the gringo dollar ... .' Ricardo be­
lieved it, and he died' fighting against 
the gringo dollar, without the gringo 
dollar." 

No endorsement to 
McGovern or Nixon 
EL PASO, Texas- The national con­
vention of Raza Unida parties and 
supporters held here Sept. 1-4 
affracted more than 1,000 observ­
ers and participants in addition 
to tlie 268 voting delegates from 
18 states. The overwhelming· 
ma;ority of delegates voted not 
to endorse either President Nixon 
or Senator McGovern and ap­
proved a resolution calling for 
"complete independence." from 
the Democratic and· Republican 
parties. 

Next week The Militant will have 
a full report on the convention. 


