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SURPLUS EXPORTED WHILE PEOPLE STARVE: The 
"green revolution" in India has produced a surplus of 
rice and wheat, and officials are looking for export mar­
kets. But why would they export grain when many people 
are starving to death at home? The answer is to be found 
in an article in the April 30 New York Times explaining 
the cold facts of life under capitalism;-· 

"Observers caution, however, that the talk of surplus 
may be misleading. The bulk of Indians live in unimag­
inable poverty and the per-capita food consumption is at 
least 25 per cent below health requirements. Starvation 
and malnutrition are major problems that the Govern­
ment has been unable to surmount." 

The solution? Feed the people, you are probably think­
ing. No, not now. First an industrialization program must 
be started "to help increase the purchasing power of the 
average Indian." · -

In the meantime the grain will go to those who can 
pay, "west Asian nations, where the demand is heavy." 

5rARVATION IS GOD'S . 
1 WJJ:f OF PUNISHING 
. THOSE WHO HAVE 

LITTlE OR .NO FAITH 
IN CAPrtALISM ••• 

FOREIGN STUDENT PUBLICATION: We have received 
the April 17 issue of The International, a new paper 
put out by the Foreign Student Council at the Uni-ver­
sity of Washington in Seattle. The war in Southeast Asia 
is featured, and readers are urged to attend the April 22 
antiwar actions. The case of Babak Zahraie, an Iranian 
student at UW threatened with deportation for his po­
litical views, is described in a major article. 

Two articles in the current issue- on Vietnam and Iran 
-were reprinted from Intercontinental Press. Ten thou­
sand students at UW got free copies of The International, 
paid for by the student government. Others may sub­
scribe for $3 for one year by writing the Foreign Stu­
dent Council, 204R Hub, University ofWashington: Seat­
tle, Wash. 98105. 

PANDA DIPLOMACY: When Nixon was vice-president 
under Eisenhower, Chi-Chi, the giant panda now in the 
.London Zoo, was denied entry into the United States 
_since she was "a product of Communist China." 

McGOVERN MOVES TO THE RIGHT: The April 20 
Ohio State University Lantern reports a visit to the cam­
pus by Senator George McGovern: "McGovern was asked 
about the upcoming war protests on college campuses. 
'I used to participate in those demonstrations, as you 
know,' he said. 'But I've decided the best thing I can do 
now is run for the Presidency so I can speak out every 
day, not just on April 22.'" 

ANTIWAR PROTEST IN KANSAS: Two thousand people 
showed up for an April 27 speech at the University of 
Kansas in Lawrence by Senator Robert Dole, head of 
the Republican Party national committee. Before he spoke, 
a resolution passed by the student senate was read, call­
ing for the immediate and total withdrawal of all U.S. 
troops and war mat~riel from Southeast Asia. The antiwar 
audience responded with a 10-minute standing ovation. 
"Dole got no such welcome,'' writes Militant reporter Greg 
Lauber. "He got ten minutes of 2,000 boos, followed by 

· chants of 'stop the war.' Dole was allowed to speak, but 
the audience bought none of his lies about 'naked enemy 
aggression,' interrupting him persistently with cries of 
'Out Now.' 

FROM SEAL LIVERS TO SPAM: The native.inhabitants 
of the Pribilof Islands of Alaska have given up a tradi­
tional delicacy- seal livers. Why? Mercury poisoning, ac­
cording to Robert-' Robertson of the National Council 
on Indian Opportunity. The seals migrate to the waters 
off California where they eat mercury-laden fish; the mer­
cury concentrates in the livers of the seals. 

What is replacing this delicacy? "Spam in cans and 
beans and other packaged foods," says Robertson. 

BIRD VICTORY: We reported in January that Atlanta 
police were harassing sellers of The Great Speckled Bird,. 
the South's leading underground paper. This harassment 
escalated in April with the arrest of nine Bird sellers on 

charges of peddling without a license. The May 1 Bird 
reports that they went into federal court with a suit against 
Mayor Sam Massell and several of his underlings. The 
city was compelled to agree not to enforce the peddler's­
license ordinance against the Bird. 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN INNER CIRCLE CASE: 
A city official has agreed to testify to witnessing police 
inaction April 15 at the New York Hilton while seven 
members of the Gay Activists Alliance were brutally beat­
en. The gay activists were protesting an anti-gay skit 
during the annual dinner of the Inner Circle, an asso­
ciation of political reporters. The witness is Ethan Geto, 
press secretary for Bronx Borough President Robert 
Abrams. 

On May 1 lawyers for GAA sought a court order di­
recting Bistrict Attorney Frank Hogan to show cause 
why he has not yet issued a warrant for Michael Maye's 
arrest. Maye, head of the Uniformed Firefighters Asso­
ciation, has been positively identified as one of the as­
sailants by a victim, Monty Manford, and by several 
witnesses. 

Not only has there been no action taken against Maye 
and the other assailants, but the DA's office seems head­
ed in the direction of making the victims into defendants, 
possibly charging them with trespassing at the Hilton. 

Congressman Edward Koch (D-N. Y.) protested the beat­
ings in the House of Representatives on April 24. 

RACIST RALLY A FLOP: A three-day national protest 
by whites against busing fizzled out the first day, April 
29, when fewer than 700 people showed up in Washing­
ton. As the Washington Post described it, t!N!re was a 
small rally on the Capitol Ellipse followed by "a dispir­
ited march around the White House. An official of the 
National Conference Against Forced Busing lamented, 
'Middle-Americans just won't turn out for something like 
this. If it's something involving young people they'll come 
out in the hundreds of thousands.'" 

ON THE SIDELINES: A May Day march on Washing­
ton took place April 29, counterposed oy its sponsors 
to. the April 22 and 29 antiwar actions. Built around 
the slogans "30 hours work at 40 hours pay" and "So­
cialism now,'' the action was sponsored by the Progres­
sive Labor Party, Students for a Democratic Society, and 
the Workers Action Movement. Fewer than 2,000 people 
attended; participants from New York predominated, with 
others from Chicago, Boston, Atlanta, and Washington. 

THE PROLETARIANIZATION OF INTELLECTUAL 
LABOR: Well-paid electrical and other engineers have 
traditionally looked at unions as beneath their profes­
sional dignity, but the current economic situation is chang­
ing that. The May 1 New York Times reports, "The 
engineers, jammed in huge rooms before long rows of 
drawing boards, are often laid off without benefits. Now 
it is becoming harder and harder for them to be con­
vinced that they are closer to management than to the 
workers in the shops." 

Some are looking to the United Auto Workers union. 
"The most fertile ground is on the West Coast, where 
thousands of engineers in the aerospace industry have 
been laid off, have taken salary cuts of up to 25 per­
cent and reductions in benefits to keep their jobs, and 
have had to retrain to get jobs in other fields." 

LENNON AND ONO FACE DEPORTATION FIGHT: 
Artist Yoko Ono _and former Beatie John Lennon won 
a partial victory May 2 when.the Immigration and Nat­
uralization Service ruled that they were "outstanding art­
ists," po"~sible grounds for being granted permanent res-

Yoko Ono and John Lennon singing at April 22 
antiwar rally in New York. 

-
idence. The INS had refused to renew their visas and 
initiated deportation proceedings, supposedly because of 
Lennon's 1968 marijuana-possession conviction in Eng­
land, -but more likely because of their outspoken radical 
views. A deportation hearing will take place May 9. 

This action comes just after the visit of Charlie Chaplin, 
who was banned from the U.S. in 1952 for similar rea­
sons. -JOEL J3RITTON 



Panic strikeS army of Saigon regime 
By DICK ROBERTS running too." been .lost and Vietnamization ha'S failed one of 
MAY 3-Mortal panic is sweeping the Saigon Hysteria is not limited to Saigon forces. Times its most crucial tests," said Whitney. "And the fail-
army as we go to press this week. In the north- correspondent Whitney described the helicopter de- ure is readily conceded by both South Vietnamese 
ern provinces, in the Central Highlands, and in parture of three u.s. officers from collapsing and American officials in Quinhon .... 
Bindin:q. Province, the three major fronts of the. Bongson, April 29. A Major Watkins told Whit- "A South Vietnamese official here, who may lose 
war at this time, tens of thousands of troops are ney, "There were a lot of Vietnamese troops and his job in the purge that is following on the heels 
fleeing; most of their officers have already fled. police near us. They stuck like flies to honey. of the Government debacle in Bindinh, put it this 

The sole objective of the routed .troops is to They knew we'd get a helicopter." way: · 
get out of the way of the revolutionary advance. Whitney .continued: "Describing the scene of the "'The Americans ~ere sincere, they tried to help 
They are using their guns to obtain and defend helicopters, Sergeant Carter said, 'I was beating the Vietnamese armed forces, and from A to Z 
positions on helicopters, cars, trucks, buses- what- them off with a rifle. 1 lost the rifle rmally be- they brought equipment here, • he said. • But one 
ever can be had to get out of the battle zones. cause 1 was holding one end, a Vietnamese was thing the Americans cannot bring here is leader-
The roa,ds are also filled with thousands of ci- holding the other one, and it was either him or ship- they cannot bring that in from their ar-
vilians fleeing from U.S. bombs. senal. 

This is the fruit of Nixon's "Vietnamization" "'When the Communists were· here before, .from 
scheme. 1945 to 1954,' he continued, 'the people didn't 

Little noted between press reports of the fear- have much to eat or good clothes on their backs 
stricken government forces is the fact that Wa_sh- but morally they were happy, because the Com-
ington's bombing support of the Saigon army munists brought justice to this land for 10 years, ' 
has reached the highest point of the war. "United not the corruption we have now.'" This is ·a state-
States B-52 heavy bombers flew 28 missions over ment by a Saigon official quoted in the··New York 
South Vietnam [May 1]," New York Times.report- Times! 
er Malcolm Browne wrote from Saigon. "This was 
said to have been the highest number of such 
missions ever recorded on a single day." (The 
arrival of the fifth U.S. aircraft carrier, Midway, 
in the South China Sea, brings t<?tal U. S. air 
power to more than 700 planes.) 

On the major fronts: 
e "Thousands of people were reported [April 

30] to be fleeing in panic from Kontvm, a key 
city in the Central Highlands encircled by North 
Vietnamese forces," the Times reported May 1. 

"Military sources said that 10,000 people had 
been taken by plane or helicopter from Kontum 
to Pleiku, to the south, over the weekend. 

"Nuns, priests; ·military dep~ndents, officials and 
many military men, including deserters, were 
among those leaving .... Reliable sources in Kon­
tum said in reports telephoned . to Saigon that 
residents were Qribing South Vietnamese helicopt~r 
pilots the equivalent of $240 a person to make 
the 20-minute trip to Pleiku." 

e Bindinh Province is just to the east of Kon­
tum Province. The collapse of these two provinces 
would cut South Vietnam in two. Times reporter 
Craig R. Whitney. wrote from Quinhon, April 29, 
"The South Vietnamese militiamen and regulars 
who gave up the town of Bongson today [in north­
ern Bindinh Province] are scattered in the nearby 
hills, along with thousands of the townspeople 
who, like them, fled in terror and disorder." 

Whitney quoted a "senior American adviser": "The. 
troops' morale was just broken. Some broke and 
ran, just ran and didn't know where to go. Some 
deserted to the VC. They just didn't know what 
to do, and that was because of their lack of leader­
ship in any depth." · 

e Massive retreat followed the fall of Quang­
tri, May 1. From Hue, 40 ·miles to the south, 
Times reporter Sydney H. Schanberg wrote May 
2: "Thousands of panick~ng South Vietnamese sol­
diers-most of whom did not appear to have 
made much contact with the advancing North 
Vietnam~se-fled in confusion from Quangtri Prov­
ince today, streaming south down Route 1 like 
a rabble out of control. 

"Commandeering civilian vehicles at rifle point, 
feigning nonexistent injuries, carrying away C.ra­
tions but not their ammunition, and hurling rocks 
at Western news photographers taking pictures 
of their flight, the Government troops of the Third · 
Infantry Division ran from the fighting in one 
of the biggest retreats of the war. 

"No one tried to stop them: their officers were 

May 3-Since this map was printed May 1, 
the encirclement of Kontum (1) has tight­
ened. Quangtri (2) _bas been ·taken by the 
revolutionary forces. Heidpuc ·(3) was seized 
in the advance on Hue from the SOuthwest. 
Anloc (4) was still cut off. Guerrillas blast­
ed the bridge at Godauha (5). 
me, so I let my end loose.' 

"Despite the harsh sound of their words," com­
ments Whitney, . "all three of the Americans said 
they did not blame the individual South Vietnam­
ese soldiers who broke and ran." What about the 
U.S. officers themselves who were the first to kick 
and clobber their way onto the retreat helicopters? 

Bindinh Province, where this scene took place, 
has a population of about one million. making 
it second only to the province containing Saigon. 

Victory of the revolutionary forces in Bindinh, 
where they already control the northern third, tes­
tifi.es to Ute support of the populace for the rev­
olution. And this, just as much as the military 
advance of the revolutionary fOrces, is . under­
mining the morale of the Saigon troops. 

Whitney talked to Vietnamese officials in Qui­
nhon, capital of Bindinh Province, May 1. "Sev­
eral years' work on pacification programs has 

Decisive turn 
Even before the collapse of Quangtri on Mon­

day, May 1, Time magazine, in its issue dated 
May 8, estimated that "Of South Viet N am's 34 

·infantry regiments, 12 were temporarily out of 
action at week's end, meaning that more than 
half of their troops were dead, wounded or miss-· 
ing." 

The same issue of Time stated that "only half 
of the twelve North 'Vietnamese divisions in South 
Viet Nam had yet been committed to battle .... " 
To put it in one sentence: Over a third of the 
Saigon army is out of commission and only a 
half of the revolutionary forces have been com­
mitted to battle. H this estimate is even approx­
imately correct, taking into consideration the panic 
that swept South Vietnam in the subsequent few 
days, it is evident that the forces of revolution 
in South· Vietnam are nearer to victory than at 
any time since 1965, when President Johnson firsL 
committed the United States to massive interven-
tion to save Saigon. 

"The danger at the moment," declares New York 
Times Vice-President James Reston in a significant 
article on the Times editorial page May 3, "is 
that Hanoi is doing so well in the drive toward 
Hue that it may think it can smash its way to 
a military victory and not .qnly demoralize and 
defeat Saigon but humiliate Washington. 

"Hopefully, they will not take this gamble, be­
cause nobody in Washington or Moscow or Pe­
king, let alone in Hanoi, can calculate what Mr. 
Nixon wJll do if he ·is trapped. This point has 
been emphasized through private channels to every­
bgdy on the other side. . . . 

"So Hanoi will probably . . . ask for a com­
promise settlement and a coalition government 
in Saigon without General Thieu." 

Reston gives two alternatives. Unlimited esca­
lation of . the 'Qombing on one side, containing a· 
scarcely veiled threat to bomb the port of 'Hai­
phong, or a "compromise"- negotiation of some 
government in Saigon without Thieu but accept­
able to U. S. imperialism. 

There is a third alternative. It ·is the only one. 
that squares with the right of peoples to deter­
mine their own government, for which the Viet­
namese have been fighting· more than three dec­
ad~s. That isfor the United States to get out and 
let the Indochinese people form the government 
they want. 

~Business as usual' at UA W convention 
By LEE SMITH' 
The United Auto Workers ended its 
five-and-a-half-day convention in At­
lantic City, N.J., April 28. A film 
shown the first day of the conven­
tion, dedicated to the memory of the 
late UAW president Walter Reuther, 
recalled the union's stormy birth. 
Forged in battle against the conser- ~ 
vative American Federation of Labor 
bureaucracy, the UAW joined the CIO 
in 1936 as the most democratic union 
in the new indu_strial labor organi­
zation. That year and the next it went 
on to fight against General Motors. 
The tactic of the sit-down strike, with 
which it won in Flint, Mich., in Feb­
ruary 1937,' swept through the rest 
of auto and other industries. But few 
traces of the fighting spirit projected 
on the screen were · revealed in the 
rest of the convention's proceedings. 
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Meeting in the midst of a deepgoing 
social and economic crisis, the con­
vention failed to provide adequate an­
swers to the pressing problems of the 
war in Southeast Asia, ·unemployment. 
and inflation. 

The changing composition of the 
UAW's 1.4 million members was re­
flected in the fact that bnly 40 per­
cent of the 2,976 delegates to this 
convention had been defegates to the 
1970 convention. There were 202 
women delegates and about the same 
number of Black delegates. But the 
larger number of young, women, and 
Black delegates did not translate. it­
self into any visible militancy in. the 
convention's deliberations. 

.The drive to speed up productivity 
being spearheaded in the auto indus­
try by General Motors at plants such 

' as Lordstown and Norwood in Ohio 

went unmentioned by any delegate or 
international official. It was. only 
raised on the third day of the con­
vention in a demagogic political 
speech by Senator Edward Kennedy 
(D-Mass.), who thundered to the cheer­
ing audience: "It's time we taught Gen­
eral Motors that those cars are being 
made by human.beings.• 

When Keimedy attacked the war in 
Southeast Asia, his words were re­
ceived with wild applause. The anti- _ 
war statements of UAW President 
Leonard Woodcock and other spe~­
ers, including Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War leader John Kerry 
and Representative Bella Abzug ( D­
N. Y.), also received an enthusiastic 
respons~ But no program for fight­
ing against the .war was proposed. 

The only action taken at the con­
vention with regard. to unemployment 

was the call for an amendment to the 
1971 Emergency Employment Act to 
create 500,000 public employment 
jobs- or enough for about 10 per­
cent of those currently listed in the 
official Bureau of Labor Statistics as 
unemployed. 

I 

In attempting to explain the UAW's 
role on Nixon's Pay Boar~, Wood­
cock said that· even though he "never 
had atiy illusions. about the make­
up" of the board and even though 
he ''knew it was stacked against work­
ers," he had served on the board be­
cause he was "obligated to try to' make 
it work." Attacking Nixon's wage con­
trols for their "inequity," Woodcock 
not only failed to oppose wage con­
trols in principle but reiterated "the 
UAW's long-standing Price-Wage Re-

Continued on page 2 J 
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Simone ·de Beauvoir has created a c~nsiderable 
stir in radical circles by her declaration thal s'he 
is a feminist. Perhaps the most prominent female 
writer among the left intellectuals in France today, 
de Beauvoir is best known in the United States 
for her book "The Second Sex." Written in 1949 
from an existentialist viewpoint, this book was one 
of the first literary wo-:ks to pave the way for the 
new feminist movement. For all its merits as a 
pioneer effort in exposing the oppression of women 
to4ay, the book rejec_ted the need for a feminist 
movement and put forth the idea that women 
should wait until after a socialist revolution to 
demand their rights. 

Recently, Alice Schwartzer, a inember of the 
French Women's Liberation Movement (Mouve­
ment de Liberation des, Femmes.:_ MLF) inter-

SchwartZei: Why do you think that is? 
De Beauvoir: Well, the socialist .countries are not 
really socialist: -Marx's dream -of a socialism which 
would change man has not been realised any­
where. They have changed th,e relations of pro­
duction, but we realise more and more that chang­
ing the relations of production is not enough to 

effect a real change in society, to change man­
kind. And as a result, in spite of the different 
economic system, the traditional roles of men and 
.women remain unaltered. This is intimately con­
nected to the fact that in our society, men have 
deeply internalised, in the form of what I call a 

. superiority complex, the idea of their own supe­
riority. They are not prepared to give it up. In 
order to bolster .up their own egos they need to see 
women as inferior. Women are so used to believing 
themselves to. be inferior that those who struggle 
for equality are rare. 

/ 

Interview with 
Simone de Beauvoir 
~ ~. 

·women must take 
their destiny in hand· 
viewed de Beauvoir. The interview first appeared 
in the 'French weekly, Nouvel Observateur. We 
are reprinting here major excepts from an· English 
translation, printed in the March 8 issue of 7 Days, 
a weekly newspaper published in Great Britain. 

Although the Militant does not agree with some 
of de Beauvoir's positions, this interview provides 
useful insights into the debates taking place in the · 
feminist and radical movements both in France 
and internationally. In an article in a future issue 
of The Militant, we will discuss some of the ques­
tions de Beauvoir raises. 

Schwartzer: Your book, "The Second Sex," re­
mains the most radical analysis yet of.the wom­
an's ·situation. It can be said that you have in­
spired new women's movements. But only now 
after 23 years, have you involved yourself in the 
collective and concrete struggle of women. Last 
November, in Paris, you took part in the inter­
national women's march. Why? 
De Beauvoir: Because in the last 20 years the 
situation of women in France has, not really 
changed. A few legal advances have been made 
in the area of marriage and divorce. Contracep­
tion has become more widespread, but not nearly 
enough, since only 7 per cent of French women 
use the pill. Within the world of work there have 
been no serious advances. There are perhaps more 
women who work than before, but not a lot. ... 

When the women of the M. L. F. contacted me I 
wanted to join their struggle. They asked me to 
produce a manifesto on abo-rtion from myself and 
other women saying that we had had abortions. I 
thought that this was a valuable-step which \\tould 
attract attention to a problem which, in the present 
situation in France, is particularly scandalous: 
the problem of abortion. So it was absolutely 
natural for me to go into the streets and march 
with the women from the M. L. F. in November 
1971, and to take up their slogans as mine: free 
abortion on demand, free contraception on de­
mand, voluntary maternity. 

Schwartzer: You are talking about the French 
situation now, but you have also visited some 
socialist countries: Has the situation of women 
there fundamentally changed? , .. 
De Beauvoir: It is a little different. For example, 
I've seen at close quarters the situation of women 

_ in the USSR. Almost .all Soviet women work, and 
- those- who don't (wives of highly placed function­

aries or very important men) are despised by the 
others .... All the same, there are few women 
compared to men in ilie central committee, or in 
the powerful supreme soviets. On the whole women 
are in the .least pleasant and least highly rated 
professions. . . . 

Women are roped off into teaching, into medi­
cine; more important careers like science, engi­
neering, etc., are much less accessible to them. So 
on the one hand they are not yet professionally 
equal to men. On the other, you find the same 
scandal that women in the Movement are strug­
gling against; housework and childcare devolve 
entirely on the women. 
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Schwartzer: There are many misunderstandings 
about the term feminism. I'd like you to give me 
your definition. 
De Beauvoir: At the end of The Second Sex I said 
that I was ·not a feminist l;>ecause I thought that 
the solution of feminine problems would be found 
in a socialist evolution of society. What {meant, 
by 'feminist', was fighting on specifically feminine 
issues independently of the class struggle. My def­
inition remains the same today: by feminists I mean 

Simone de Beauvoir marching with French 
women on Nov. 20, 1971, Paris demonstra­
tion for free abortion and free contraception. 

those women or even men who fight to change the 
position of women, in liaison with and yet out-­
side ·the class struggle, without totally subordinat­
ing that change to a .change in society. And I 
would say that today I am a feminist, that way. 
Because I've realised that before we get the so­
cialism we dream of, we must fight for tbe con­
crete condition of women. 

I have also realised that even in socialist coun­
tries this equality has not been obtained. And there­
fore women must take their destiny in hand. That's 
why I now find myself linked to the movement for 
women's liberation. 

Moreover, I have established- and this, I believe, 
is one of the reasons why many women h_ave 
created the movement- that even in the French 
progressive movements, and even amongst the 
extreme left, there is a profound inequ~lity be­
tween men and \Vomen.-·Always the women do the 
most humble, the most boring and the most anon­
ymous jobs. And it is always men who do the 
talking, write the articles, do all the most inter­
esting things and take the greatest responsibil­
ity .... 

Schwar~; In gener~l what is your position re­
garding the new feminists, the young women in 
struggle who are more radical than ever before? 
De Beauvoir: You know there are- at least in 
Am~rica where the movement is most advanced 
-T a whole. spectrum of tendencies: from Betty Frie­
dan, who is rather conservative, to what is called 
SCUM, that is to say the movement for the emas­
culation of all men. And, between those two po­
sitions there are many others. It seems to me that 
there are also different tendencies within the move­
ment in France. My tendency is to want to link 
female emancipation to the cla~s struggle. Al­
thougl\, the women's struggle i~ a separate strug­
gle, it _is linked to the one we must wage with 
men. As a result I completely reject the total re­
pudiation of men. 

Schwartzer: But isn't the present exclusion of men 
also a political question? Given that men repre­
sent the system, and that more than that they 
individually oppress women, aren't men consid­
ered by feminists in this initial stage as ~nemy 
number one? 
De Beauvoir: Yes, but it's more complicated than 
tha~. As Marx says about the capitalists, they 
are_ also victims. It is too abstract to say, as I 
myself at one time thought, that it's only the sys­
tem that's to blame. One must also blame men. 
Because you cannot be the accomplice and profi­
teer of a system with impunity. Even if you hadn't 
established that system yourself .... · 

We must blame the system, but at the same 
time, 'in our dealings · with men we should act 
if not with hostility, at least with suspicion and 
prudence,· and not allow them to encroach on 
our activities, on our own possibilities. . . . 

' 
Schwartzer: You have talked of women as an 
inferior class • • • 
De Beauvoir: I didn't talk of class. But I said 
in The Second Sex that women were an inferior 
caste. A caste is a group into which one is born 
and from which one can never escape: whilst one 
can,. in principle, leave one class and join another. 
If you are a woman you can never become a 
man. That really is to be part of a caste. And 
the manner in which women are treated econom­
ically, socially and politically make them an in­
ferior caste .... 

Schwartzer: Certain movements go further. Start­
ing from domestic work, which is free and pro­
duces no exchange value, .they defin,e women as 

, a class apart, outside of existing classes. They 
pose patriarchal oppression (sexual oppression) 
as a principle contradiction and n'ot as secondary. 
Do you agree with this analysis? 
De Beauvoir: .... One of the first questions I 
asked when I met militants from the M. L. F. was: 
how they thought patriarchal oppression and cap­
italist oppression were linked: At the moment I 
can't quite see the answer .... 

But I think the analyses which make patriarchal 
oppression equivalent to capitalist oppression are 
wrong. Housework produces no surplus value: 
that is a different condition fro'm that of the worker 
who is robbed of the surplus value he produces. 
I want to know exactly what is the relationship 
between the two. The whole strategy of the worn­
ens struggle should depend on that .... 

Schwartzer: • • • • How do you see the relation­
ship between the class struggle and the women's 
struggle? 
De Beauvoir: All that I can see, and what has 
led me to modify my positions in The Second Sex, 
is that class struggle, properly speaking, does not 
emancipate women. If you look at the communists, 
trotskyists, or maoists, there is always a subor­
dination of woman to the man. As a result, I 
was convinced that what was necessary was for 
women to become real feminists, for women to 
take the resolution of their problem into their own 
hands. Now, we have to analyse society in an 
absolutely serious manner, to attempt to under­
stand- the relation between the exploitation of the 
worker and the exploitation of the woman. And 
to what extent the suppression of capitalism will 
lead to conditions favourable for female eman­
cipation. I don't know. It remains to be done. 
There is one thing I'm sure of: the abolition· of 
capitalism . would make it easier to bring about 
the emancipation of women. But the struggle would 
by no means end there. 

The abolition of capitalism would not mean 
the end of the patriarchal tradition if the family 
remained as an institution. I believe -that not,only 
is it necessary to abolish capitalism, and to change 
the means of production, but also that the family 
structure must be changed. And this, even in China, 
has not been done. Of course they abolished the 
feudal family and at the same time brought great 
changes to the position of women. But, to the 
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extent to which they accept the nuclear family, 
which is basically a heritage of the patriarchal 
family, I don't believe that women in China are 
liberated. 

·For example the id~a that when socialism is 
achieved, equality betWeen men and women will 
also exist. 

Schwartzer: In general, how do you see the evolu-
tion of women's liberation? · 
De Beauvoir: I thin~ that it must progress. But 
I· don't know. In France as elsewhere most wom­
en are very conservative. They want to be "femi­
nine". All the same, it seems to 'me that new con­
ditions of housework liberate women a little, and 

Nov. 20, 1971, demonstration in Paris for free abortion and free contraception. The march 
swelled to double its original size as the women called for support from ·onlookers on the 
sidewalks. One older woman who joined the demonstrators said, "I can't believe it. I've waited 
50 years for this!" 

De Beauvoir: No, not necessarily. If you start 
by abolishing the family and family structures, 
there is certainly a chance that capitalism will 
take a knock. But I'm not going to venture fur­
ther without having thought much more about 
the question. To what extept the destruction of 
the patriarchal family would lead to the suppres­
sion of all aspects of capitalism and of techno­
cracy, I don't know. 

If feminism makes radical demands and can 
succeed in imposing them, then at that moment 
it would certainly threaten the system. But that 
isn't sufficient to reorganize the relations of pro­
duction, the relations of work and the relations 
of men- I mean by that human beings. There 
isn't a satisfactory analysis of that question. This 
is because women who have in the past been active 
in feminism were middle class women who strug­
gled on a political level. The suffragettes were 
fighting for the right ·to vote. Their attack was 
not on an economic level. And, on the economic 
level, marxist formulae are · too easily accepted. 

Young Irish women demonstrati.ng in Dublin 
last year. for the right to obtain contraceptives. 

· Under the present law in the Republic of 
Ireland, only married women can legally pur­
chase contraceptive devices. 
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leave her more time to think. She is inclined to 
rebel. On the professional level work will never 
be given to wome.~ in the capitalist system as 
long as some men are unemployed. That's why 

·I think that women's equality ·cannot be won until 
we have a total overthrow of the system. 

But I think th.at like the initially limited aims 
of the student movements, which by and by un­
lea~hed strikes through the whole country, the 
women's movement could make a lot of things 
happen. If they are able to pe~trate the world 

' 1tf'' of work, then they really will snake the system. 
At the moment, the weakness of the French movt\­
ment and, I think, of the American movement, 
is that it mobilizes only a few women workers. 

Schwartzer: Do you think it is necessary to de­
velop a sense of solidarity? , 
De Beauvoir: Absolutely. Individual emancipation 
isn't enough. Collective work linked to the class 
struggle is needed. Women who struggle for the 
emancipation of women cannot be really feminist 
without being on the left because if the socialist 
revolution isn't enough,. to ensure sexual equality, 
it is necessary. 

Schwartzer: Moreover, for the first time, feminist 
movements are revolutionary movements. They 
no longer feel that they can change their position 
as women without changing society. 
De Beauvoir: Right. There is a slogan I read 
in Italy which I found very accurate: "No rev­
olution without female emancipation, no female 
emancipation without revolution." 

Schwartzer: Now that you see yourself as· a fem­
inist militant and are engaged in concrete strug­
gle, what immediate action do you envisage? 
De Beauvoir: I'm working on a project with a 
group of women: we are going to stage an event 
where crimes committed against women will be 
denounced. The first two sessions will be on the 
·problems of mat~rnity, contraception and abor­
tion, and will take place. on May 13 and 14 in 
the hall at the Mutualite. It will be sort of a com­
mission of inquiry, where about ten women will 
interrogate witnesses: biologists, sociologists, psy­
chiatrists, doctors, midwives, and above all, those 

. who are victims of the oppression they experience 
as women .... 

Schwartzer: Women's struggle is frequently linked 
with abortion campaigns. Do you mtend to go 
beyond this stage in your project? 
De Beau voir:· Of course. Both... the movement and 
myself must work on many other fronts. We are 
not only fighting for free abortion but for massive 
distribution of contraceptives whlch would give 
abortio.n a marginal role in women's control over 
their own bodies. Contraception and abortion are 
only a starting poin(for women's liberation. 

Equal 
Rights 
Amendment 
defeated in 
California 
By TYBIE MARTIN 
LOS ANGELES, April 26- The California State 
Senate Rules Committee defeated a resolution to 
ratify ·the Equal Rights Amendment today, 
thus killing any possibility of the amendment's 
passage in the 1972 state legislative session. The 
ERA simply states that women should have equal 
rights before the law, which means equality in 
jobs, wages, promotion, pensions, education, and· 
property ownership. If ratified, the ERA would 
provide women with an important tool for fight­
ing discrimination on many levels. 

On April 20 the California State Assembly passed 
the amendment by a vote of 56 to 11, largely 
due to an intense and well-organized campaign 
on the part of ERA supporters. More than 500 
people attended the Assembly Judiciary Commit­
tee session on April 17, and after a four-hour 
hearing, the committee was convinced to recom­
mend ratification. Members of Common Cause, 
the National Organization for Women, the Amer-

. ican Civil Liberties Union, the United Auto Work­
ers, and other groups spoke in favor ofthe ERA. 

In arguing before the Assembly Judiciary CoJ;ll­
mittee, these groups cited a list of California laws 
that discriminate against women, including: per-

' sons "incapable" of committing misdemeanors are 
children, idiots, lunatics, etc., and marrieCl women 
who are coerced by their husbands; swearing in 
the presence of women and children is punishable 
by 90 days in jail and a $200 fip.e; a woman 
who has two jobs may not work more than 58 
hours in one week- outside the home, that is; 
when a wife dies without leaving a will, he,r half 
of community property goes automatically to the 
husband, but when the husband dies, the wife 
does not get her half until all the property goes 
through probate. 

The State Senate Rules· Committee had turned 
down the ERA on April 5 without even hearing 
testip10ny. This triggered such outrage among sup­
porters of the amendment that the committee had 
to· schedule a hearing on April 26. At this hear­
ing, opponents of the ERA, including some women 
trade-union officials of the AFL-CIO, successful­
ly argued against ratification on the basis. that 
if passed, the ERA would eliminate state protec­
tive laws for women. 

Supporters of the Equal Rights Amendment 
have pointed out that women concerned about 
good labor laws should not be throwing their 
energies into opposing the ERA; they should 
fight for· the extension of beneficial protective laws 
to men, who need them as well. 

In order for the ERA to become law, 38 state 
legislatures must ratify it. Thirteen states have al­
ready done so. 

Maids at Columbia University in New York 
on picket line in January to demand equal 
pay and to protest admi.nistration' s attempt 
to fire them. Passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment would give added impetus to 
fights against sex discrimination in employ­
ment. 
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ln. Our Opinion 
Vietnam upsurge 
For the past seven years the Vietnam war has been the central issue 
in international politics, representing the principal battlefield between 
the forces of imperialism and the forces for revolutionary change. 

The current successes of the Vietnamese freedom fighters are of con­
siderable significance, giving inspiration to oppressed peoples through­
out the world. The upsurge of the Vietnamese rebels is exposing the 
myth that the war is · being .. Vietnamized." It is exposing the naked 
aggression of the U.S. in defense of the capitalists and landlords in 
Vietnam. The small country of Vietnam- despite the massacre of its 
people, the defoliation of its forests, the scarring of its land with bomb 
craters- has not only refused to give up but is scoring major victories 
against the greatest military power on earth. 

In these historic developments, the antiwar movement in the United 
States has been a key factor helping to-hold back the U.S. warmakers 
from using their full powers of destruction against the Vietnamese. 

As the Vietnamese offensive continues, Nixo~ is considering three 
alternP.tives: reintroducing massive numbers of U.S. ground combat 
forces into Vietnam, using nuclear weapons on the Vietnamese, or mak­
ing furiher concessions in order to arrive at a deal acceptable to the 
National Liberation Front and the North Vietnamese. 

Nixon has not yet used nuclear weapons or reintroduced ground 
troops because the rulers of this country know this would result in 
such outraged protest in the U.S. and throughout the world that they-­
could stand to lose more than they would gain in Vietnam. Antiwar 
sentiment is now so str~ng among the American people that it is even 
questionable whether Nixon could count on draftees to fight such an 
escalated war. 

The bombing of Hanoi and Haiphong was met with massive pro­
tests on April 22. The thousands of determined marchers were telling 
.the government that phased troop-withdrawals are not enough, that 
a major escalation of this war by substituting bombs for troops will 
be protested. 

The April 22 actions demonstrated ·that the antiwar movement can 
unite in response to any escalation. Many of the same organizations 
and individuals are joining together in the May 4 moratorium pro­
tests. Particularly significant is the action called for. that day by the 
Detroit Metropolitan Council of the AFL-CIO and the Detroit Coali-
tion to End the War. -

But the depth of the antiwar ·sentiment and the strength of the anti­
war movement do not mean that U.S. escalation with nuclear weap­
ons or ground troops is excluded. The war criminals who run this 
country are capable of anything. 

At this time of hard-won victories for the Vietnamese and of possible 
further U.S. escalation, the antiwar movement can play a historic role. 
Its duty in this country and around the world is to unite in action 
against any further major escalation of the war. It cannot allow dif­
ferences to stand in the way of building the most powerful answer pos­
sible to the warmakers. 

Antiwar organizations in some areas are planning actions for May 
20, Armed Forces Day, in support of antiwar Gis. · 

Educational activities and protests against the bombings and against 
university complicity with the war should continue on the campuses. 

We must continue day-to-day antiwar action, laying the groundwork 
for massive actions to answer any new escalations of the war by Nixon 
and demanding the immediate withdrawal of all U.S. forces from 
Southeast Asia. 

'top cop' dies 
While both Democratic and Republican Party politicians are eulogizing 
J. Edgar Hoover, antiwar activists, Black and Chicano militants, and 
trade-union militants aren't sorry that he is gone. As the country's 
.. top cop," Hoover symbolized the authoritarianism and injustice of 
capitalist .. law and order." He represented the FBI, the 15,000-mem­
ber secret police force paid for by tax-payers' money. Its main purpose 
is to spy on, harass, provoke, and victimize those who rebel against 
this system, while the real crooks- the corporate giants that steal 
billions both legally and illegally- go scot free. 

Hoover got his start by organizing the Palmer Raids in 1920 under 
Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer, filling the jails with thousands 
of innocent radicals and .. aliens." During the McCarthyite witch-hunt 
in the 1950s, it was the FBI under Hoover that sent Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg to the electric chair on a frame-up spying charge. The FBI's 
most recent outrage was its unsuccessful attempt to frame the Reverend 
Philip Berrigan and other antiwar activists for a so-called .. conspiracy." 

Whoever replaces Hoover, the basic nature of the FBI will not change. 
Its wiretapping, snooping, and use of agents provocateurs violate the 
constitutional rights of the American people, and it should therefore 
be dismantled. 

But the functions of the FBI, tlie chief enforcer of capitalist injustice, 
can be finally eliminated only through a struggle to replace the entire 
capitalist system. 
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. Snouts in trough 
A recent New York Times muckrak­
ing article caught a number of con­
gressmen, senators, and Democratic 
presidential c;ampaigners Humphrey 
and wallace with their snouts in the 
corporate trough. They are taking 
free $800-an-hour trips on corpora­
tion-owned jets. "There is no sense 
of obligation," Senator Vance 
Hartke, an alleged favor-taker, cooed 
when questioned about this chronic, 
broad, and needless to say, illegal 
practice. 

In contrast, I r·emember four years 
ago driving SWf presidential candi­
date Fred Halstead through a snow­
storm in rural Michigan to give an 
evening speech in Ann Arbor. The 
car broke down. Halstead got out 
with a screwdriver and flashlight, 
fixed it, and we drove on to make 
the meeting. 

Despite their Jet Commanders, 
their corporate-bankrolled conven­
tions, and their corporate-financed 
campaigns, the Hartkes and the 
Humphreys will some day find them­
selves snowed over and out in the 
cold, for good. A miserable pros­
pect for them, no doubt. But then I 
hope socialists will take pity and of­
fer them something comforting. Per­
haps a screwdriver. 
Michael Smith 
New York, N.Y. 

Farm workers 
The National Labor Relations 
Board (NLRB) has filed a petition 
in federal court seeking an injunc­
tion against the farm-workers boy­
cott of nine wine companies of Cal­
ifornia Napa Valley. The success of 
this ihjunction would allow the 
NLRB to utilize this repressive 
measure on any further boycotts. 

The United Farm Workers Orga­
nizing Committee in Detroit distrib­
uted a leaflet exposing the NLRB ac­
tions. The leaflet stated: "Farmwork­
ers see this as a political move by 
the Republicans to use the NLRB to 
destroy the farm workers' move­
ment." 

-At the end of the leaflet there were 
. comments from Cesar Chavez and 
some strategy. Chavez said: "Now 
after we have found a way to strug­
gle nonviolently and to make prog­
ress for ourselves and our children, 
the Republican Party is attempting 
to take away the boycott." As a 
strategy, he proposes: "Because the 
Republicans are responsible for this 
action, we must direct pressure to­
wards Republicans at all levels of 
government. We. are currently ana­
lyzing the strengths and weaknesses 
of every Republican office holder 
from Michigan and are plannhig ac­
tions in several locations around the 
state." 

The leaflet implies that the . Repub­
licans are the only party responsible. 
The truth .is that both capitalist par­
ties have participated in implement­
ing the wage board, which freezes 
Chicanos' wages at the lowest level. 

If we continue to place our destiny 
in the hands of the Democrats, we 
will be crushed as the Democrats 
and Republicans shake hands to 
congratulate each other for having 
effectively ~rushed our organizing 
efforts. 

It is only by promoting an inde­
pendent political party, such as La 
Raza Unida Party, that Chicanos 
can be assured their needs will be 
met. 
Arturo Ramirez 
Detroit, Mich. 

Letters 
Question for McGovern 
Right-wing Democrats are trying to 
smear George McGovern by saying 
he was a delegate to the 1948 Pro­
gre~sive Party convention that nom­
inated Henry Wallace for president­
a fact McGovern omitted from his 
official biography. 

Radicals have nothing but scorn 
for this red-baiting attack. What they 
want to know is this: If McGovern 
considered the Democratic· Party to 
be bankrupt in 1948, how has it 
improved since then? And what is '· 
there in its record that entitles it 
to support ·today? 
G.N. -
New York, N. Y. 

•· 
Mister One-More-Chance' ers 
An open letter to the Give-the-Sys­
tem-One-More-Chance' ers: 
1972 election year comes around 
and what happens? Rennie Davis is 
preaching to vote Democrat. Jerry 
Rubin does the same. And you Mis­
ter One-More-Chance' ers follow suit. 
Now that's become the slogan and 
rationalization of all the sellouts 
( vendidos)- "give the system one 
more chance." 

But that's only one of the many 
rationales; I'm hip to all' of them. 
Like, "Hey, man, why should I 
throw my vote away for someone 
that's gonna lose anyway,_ man?" 

Mister One-More-Chance'ers, that's 
a lot of crap and you know it, be­
cause whoever you vote for;_ be it 
the mute or the elephant-whether 
they win or lose the poor people are 
always gonna lose, because both 
parties condone capitalism and ex­
ploitation of the masses. 

Now I heard tell that Rennie 
Davis is going to vote Democrat be­
cause Shirley Chisholm is running 
for the top office. And I thought a 
dude like that would be hip. Yes, 
she might just be unbossed and un­
bought, but she is all tool and all 
fool to a system that advocates rac­
ism and fascism for economical 
gain. Do Rennie Davis and Shirley 
really believe that putting more 
women and Third World people in 
office will solve everything? Doesn't 
she know that my nation Borinquen 
[Puerto Rico] has their own people 
on top and is still a colony? Why? 
What about Vietnam? Doesn't that 
country have a Vietnamese presi­
dent? Don't bet your false teeth on 
it. 

Now some other One-More­
Chance'ers comment on the liberal 
Lindsay. Well the only thing liberal 
about Lindsay is the way he can 
tell an outright 1ie with a straight 
face. Perhaps you don't remember 
the prison revolt of 1970 in New 
York- after some heavy lying about 
no reprisals and a promise of no 
charges to be brought up on the re­
belling Brothers. Mister One-More­
Chance'ers, have you heard of the 
Tombs Seven or the Queens Five? 
That's where Lindsay's liberalism 
begins and ends at: lies, lies, lies, 

How about McGovern? Why not 
score a Truth Kit from 'the Socialist 
Workers Party? [A Truth Kit on Mc­
Govern's record is available for 25 
cents from the SWP National Cam­
paign Committee, 706 Broadway, 
Eighth ]floor, New York, N.Y. 
10003.] . 

Look at it this way: Either way 
you go you are going to lose, so 
why not lose your vote trying to 
win- by voting for the Jenness and 



Pulley team- if you feel you just 
got to vote? Why 'not make history 
by voting for the Socialists, who 
want to abolish this capitalistic mon­
ster of a system. 

Jenness and Pulley are not telling 
you that tqey are going to institute 
a rainbow cabinet, -because they are 
far beyond the point of colors. Be­
cause when push comes to shove, it 
doesn't make much difference the 
color or the nationality of the guy 
who is banging you over the head 

· with a hammer. Does it? Ask the 
Brothers in Glenville if the bullets 
that hit them hurt less because May­
or Stokes was the one who gave the 
order. 

Before I end this letter, Mister One­
More-Chance'er, so that you don't 
get the wrong conception of this let­
ter or its writer- I am not nor ever 
have been a member of the Young 
Socialist Alliance, the Socialist Work­
ers Party, or any other group in 
connection with them. 
M.G. Pinero 
Captain of Education, National 
Prisoners Alliance 
Ossing Correctional Facility (Sing 
Sing) 
Ossining, N. Y. 

Peace and Freedom Party 
I'm subscribing partly because you 
have a good paper and partly be­
cause of the free book offer. I'm a 
member of the Indiana Peace and 
Freedom Party. I recently learned 
from reading your paper that we 
are a reformist party. I hope to 
find out why you think that. My 
feeling is that often you are too 
zealous in your criticism of other 
groups. But at least you are one 
paper that believes in a people's 
press that is critical. 
Rex Y. Wenger 
Goshen, Ind. 

In reply- The term reformist refers 
to a perspective of attempting to 
patch up the capitalist system rather 
than replacing it with a socialist 
system. 

We agree with, and believe people 
should fight for, most of the reforms 
proposed by the PFP. That is why, 
for example, we support the antiwar 
movement. But a mass movement 
fighting for a specific demand, such 
as an end to the war, is different 
from a political party. A political 
party strives to take control of the 
entire state, and it must therefore 
take sides- implicitly or explicitly­
in the struggle between the working 
class and the capitalist class. 

To be revolutionary rather than 
reformist, a 'party must support the 
working class and the oppressed na­
tionalities against capitalist exploita­
tion and oppression. This means, 
ultimately, it must fight for social­
ism- the taking of power, politically 
and economically, by the exploited. 

The letters column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen­
eral interest to our readers. Please 
keep your letters brief. Where -neces­
sary they will be abridged. Please in­
dicate if your name may be used or 
if you prefer that your initials be used 
instead. 

THE MILITANT/ MAY 12, 1972 

The Great Society 
Science Dep't- Future news reports in­
volving scientific matters will be ac­
·cepted by this reporter with a grain 
of salt. 

he said. "This is the fruits of my la­
bors, and my labors are monumen­
tal." 

But it would be unnatural- Senator 
Proxmire, who is spending $1,500 to 
have hair transplanted from his neck 
to his head, says, "I could have gotten 
a beautiful wig for only $500." 

Gives 'em sparkle- The FDA recalled 
35,000 pounds of frozen strawberries 
laced with glass slivers. 

And there's been less snow in the Sa­
hara lately- "South Korean Free­
doms on the Wane"- Headline in the 
Los Angeles Times. 

He's catching on- Reporting on the 
Western States Toy Show, Los An­
geles Times columnist Jack Smith 
wrote, "The only difference I could 
see between the doctor's kit and the 
nurse'i- kit was that the doctor;s kit 
was black and the nurse's red .. : . 
I imagine that when boys and girls 
play ·hospital though, the boys get 
to · be doctors and the girls nurses, 
and the boys make more money." 

Win a few, lose a few- The Roman 
Catholic order which placed a recruit­
ing ad in Playboy reports an unprec­
edented 600 responses. Meanwhile, the 
Vatican disclosed that in a five-year 
period since 1964, a total of 13,450 
priests split the scene. The defection 
rate for 1970-71 is presumed to be 
higher. 

We're learning how to figure- The 
Ford Motor Co. paid ~its top execu­
tives $11.3-million last year, a 27 
percent increase over 1970. The mon­
ey went to 56 people as compared to 
54· the year previous. That's an in­
crease of about 4 percent, which is 
well within the wage guidelines, right? 

Oh- Herbert Stein, chairman of the 
Council of Economic Advisers, ad­
vised Congress that it's true the cost 
of living has gone up more since price 
controls were adopted than in the pre­
vious six months. But, he explained, 
this is only because food prices have 
gone up so much. 

You try selling underwater land­
Nicholas Morely, a Miami real-estate 
operator, had his son bar mitzvahed 
at the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem. He 
rented the Tel Aviv fairgrounds to 
entertain 500 guests. He flew 45 
guests- including the ex-king of Bul­
garia-plus a rabbi and choir 7,000 
miles. for the bash. "I don't see why 
you should call this party elaborate," 

"· •• you go ahead, I'm not migrating 6,000 miles 
to a polluted lake." 

Sorry about that- GE has called back 
487 implanted electrical heart pace­
makers because of defects that may 
cau.se them to speed up dangerously. 
In a fit of generosity, the company 
said it will not only provide new ones 
free but even pay the surgical bills 
for implanting them. They didn't say 
if they would pay for planting expired 
patients. 

Moonstruck- New York Environ­
mental Protection Administrator Je­
rome Kretchmer would like to turn 
the moon into a city dump. "I look 
at the moon," environmentalist 
Kretchmer said, "and I think how 
much garbage I could put up there." 
With a park in the center, right? -HARRY RING 

Women: 
The Insurgent Majority 
EUNICE KENNEDY SHRIVER is down on women's 
liberation because she says she's worried about what 
will happen to children if women don't stick to their 
socially defined role in the home. At a college meeting 
in Nashville, Tenn., Shriver told the audience: "Wom­
en's Lib hasn't helped in child-rearing. It has been good 
in job discrimination and things like that, but it has re­
sulted in the downgrading of the whole concept of mother­
hood. The idea now seems to be that housewives should 
do anything to get out of the house, leaving the children's 
minds neglected.'' 

Of course, it's a little difficult for someone who grew up 
in the millionaire Kennedy family to conceive of a wom­
an having a job in order to support young children. 
But for the majority of the four million working wom­
en with children under six in this country, work is a ' 
financial necessity. Many women also want the freedom 
to hold jobs or go to school simply to develop their owfi 
creative abilities. In this society only the very rich -like 
the Kennedys- can afford to pay the cost of decent child 
care, and there are only enough child-care centers for 
a tiny fraction of this country's children. 

The concept of "motherhood" Shriver refers to is really 
part of the belief that each indiviqual family must assume 
what should be the responsibility of society as a whole: 
feeding, housing, and caring for children and all other 
human beings. Far from threatening children, the wom­
en's liberation movement is a threat only to those who, 
like the Kennedys, profit from the inequalities preserved 
through the family system. 

WOMEN IN THE CHURCH- The issue. of the exclusion 
of women from the Episcopal Church priesthood may 
come to a head at the May 9 convention of the New 
York diocese. Sixty-three women, members of the Epis- · 
copa] Women's Caucus of Province II, will demand that 
the convention support the right of women to be priests. 
The Episcopalian hierarchy's official argument against 
dropping the policy on women priests is that it would 
endanger unity moves between the Episcopal Church and 
the ,Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches, 
both of which adamantly oppose women entering their 
priesthoods. The real reason for not changing the policy, 
of course, is that allowing women to be priests would 
help break down another myth of male superiority. This 

was spelled out in a statement last year by the Right 
Reverend C. Kilmer Myers, the Episcopal bishop of Cal­
ifornia, who said" that since a priest is a "God symbol," 
he must be masculine. "The male image about. God per­
tains to the divine initiative in creation," Myers claimed. 

WOMEN ARTISTS ORGANIZE AGAINST DISCRIMI­
NATION- The first national conference of Women in 
the Visual Arts, held April 20-22 in Washington, D. C., was 
attended by more that 350 female artists, art historians, 
critics, and museum curators. In the course of workshops, 
panels, and lectures, the convention took up the prob­
lems faced by women in the visual arts field: the scant 
representation of women's art in museums, discrimina-·. 
tion in hiring of women by art schools, and the back­
ward attitudes of art critics toward women's art. 

Much of the discussion also concerned whether a "fem­
inine" art exists. Some women argued that the work of 
female artists reflects a unique use of imagery based on . 
their "state of emotional reality." These women favored 
the development of a school of "feminine" art. Others 
pointed out that a theory of "vaginal sensibility" simply 
capitulates to the notion that women are ..by nature dif­
ferent than men. Artist Pat Sloane stated that "When the 
women's movement is quite properly committed to the 
proposition that biology is not destiny, how can we as 
women artists be so stupid as to propose that biology 
might be the determinant of one's Jtrtistic destiny?" 

WIMBLEDON BOYCOTT~ Women tennis players· will 
boycott the Wimbledon championship tournaments this 
year unless they receive more prize money. In protest 

1of the wide discrepancy between prizes for male and fe­
male players, almost all the 55 women scheduled to play 
in a tennis tour sponsored by ·Virginia Slims have al­
ready decided not to enter the first tournament scheduled 
in Britain. Among those planning the boycott is Billie 
Jean King, who recently created a stir in this country 
by taking a public stand in favor of abortion law repeal. 

Two years ago the tennis world was jolted when female 
players organized a "Women's Lob" tour on their own 
to protest unequal prizes. At that time, male player,s often 
received 10 times the amount of money awarded to 
women. 

-CINDY JAQVITH 
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,MasS. CHOICE '72 results 
By JANICE LYNN 
Socialist Workers Party -presidential 
candidate Linda Jenness finished third 
in two CHOICE '72 polls held during 
the last week of April. 

At Clark University in Worcester, 
Mass., Jenness received 31 votes (5.9 
percent), behind McGovern, with 335 
votes, and Chisholm, with 51 votes. 
Following Jenness were Pat Paulsen, 
Eugene McCarthy, Richard Nixon, 
~und Muskie, and John Lindsay. 
All other candidates received fewer 
than 3 votes, including Hubert Hum­
phiey, Gus Hall, Benjamin Spock, 
and Edward Kennedy. 

The Clark University referendum re­
sults were: immediate, unconditional 
withdrawal from Southeast Asia, 94.6 
percent; repeah of all anti-abortion 
laws, 91.8 percent. Five hundred twen­
ty-three students- participated in the 
poll. 

At Graham Junior College in Bos­
ton, Jenness received 8.3 percent of 
the 60 votes cast, following McGovern, 
w~o led the poll, and Nixon, who 
came in second. On the referendum 
questions, 60 .percent supported im­
mediate withdrawal from Southeast 
Asia; 75 percent favored repeal of 

_ abortion laws; 86 percent supported 
equal pay . for equal work; and 65 
percent favored Black, Chicano, and 
Native American control of the Black, 
Qhicano, and Native American com­
munities. 

At Tufts University in Medford, 
Mass., 442 students participated in the 
CHOICE '72 poll held April 18. Jen­
ness finished fifth, with 3.4 percent 
, of the vote. McGovern placed first, 
followed by Chisholm, Muskie, and 
Nixon. There were 20 candidates on 

.the ballot, and two write-ins were re­
corded. Candidates on the ballot who 
received no votes were Vance Hartke, 
Wilbur Mills, Patsy Mihk, Sam Yorty, 
and Gus Hall. ' 

In a series of 11 referendum ques­
tions, the following votes were re­
corded: 99 percent for equal pay for 
equal work; 90 percent for students' 
right to vote where they go to school; 
87 percent for repeal of aU anti-abor­
tion law!J; 80 percent for the immediate 
withdrawal of all· U.S. troops from 
Southeast Asia; 79 percent in favor 
of the Black community deciding- . 
whether their children should be 
bused; 76 percen( for free, 24-hour, 
community-controlled child-care cen­
ters; 72 percent for complete amnesty ) 
for draft resisters and deserters; 69 
percent for Black, Latino, and Chi­
cano control of the Black, Latino, 
and Chicano communities; and 66 
percent for dropping all cnarges 
against the Harrisburg Seven. Fifty­
seven percent voted for stopping cam­
pus complicity with the war machine; 
43 percent for a guaranteed annual 
income of $10,000; and 37 percent 
for immediately dropping all charges 
against Angela Davis. 

At Boston University, Jenness tied 
with Lindsay for sixth place among 
a field of 16 candidates and several 
write-ins.' Jenness received 26 ·votes. 
McGovern led the poll with 876 votes, 
followed by Chisholm, Muskie, Nix­
on, and Kennedy. All other. candidates 
received only one or two votes, includ­
ing Humphrey, Wallace,. Spock, and 
Hall. A total of 1,425 students par­
ticipated in the poll. 

In the CHOICE '72 poll at Har­
pur College in Binghamton, N.Y., 
Jenness finished sixth in a field of 
17 candidates, ahead of Nixon, Hum­
phrey, Wallace, Spock, Ashbrook, 
Hall, Mink, Jackson, Mills, and San­
ford. Jenness received 34 votes, or 
3,5 percent. McGovern won the poll 

·· with 565 votes. :. 
At Edinboro State College in Penn­

sylvania, CHOICE '72 was held on 

April 24, sponsored by the Student 
Government Association. Due to the 
lack of publicity, only 390 students 
participated. Jenness received 19 
votes, or · 4.8 percent of the vote, scor­
ing in fifth place. McGovern led the 
poll with 135 votes, followed by Nix­
on, Muskie, and. Wallace. Following 
Jenness was Humphrey, with 18 votes, 
while all other candidates received 10 
or fewer votes. The one referendum 
question, for total and immediate with­
drawal of all U. S. troops and mat~iel 
from Southeast Asia, was endorsed 
by 80 percent of the students. 

.A mock Democratic Party political 
convention was held on the weekend 
of April 21 at Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland. YSJP coor­
dinator Cathy Hinds reports that the 
Georgia delegation nominated, Linda 
Jenness as the presidential candidate. 
Jenness received support from dele­
gate slates in 10 different states and 

' won 93 delegate votes out of a total 
of approximately 2,000. 

Jenness came in ninth, with 33 votes, 
in the CHOICE '72 poll at Utah State 
University in-·Logari. Nixon received 
the largest number of votes. On the 
referendum questions, a majority of 
the students supported access to birth 
control information and devices 
through the campus health center and 
a majority favored immediate with­
drawal from Southeast Asia and am­
nesty for draft resisters and deserters. 
More than half the students voted in 
favor of continuing wage-price con­
trols. 

CHOICE '72 polls have taken place 
on many campuses throughout the 
country and will continue during the 
ne:xt few weeks. The Militant will re­
port results as soon as votes are tab­
ulated, and readers are encouraged 
to send in results as they become 
available. 

More than 2?0 SWP campaign supporters gathered in New York on April 29 at a rally addressed by 
linda Jenness. Other speakers included John Hc:-wkins, New York SWP candidate for U.S. Congress 
from the 12th C. D.; Joanna Misnilc, SWP candidate from the 20th C. D.; and Peter Camejo. The crowd 
donated $749 to help build the socialist campaign, and six people asked to join the Young Socialist 
Alliance. 

SWP petitioning breaks record 
ByJUDYUHL 
MAY 1- The Socialist Workers Party 

- national campaigp committee an­
nounced this week that more signa­
tures have already been obtained on 
nominating petitions for. the 1972 
presidential .slate than were obtained 
in. all of 1968. So far, 117,750 sig­
natures have been gathered in nine 
states. In 1968, a total of 117,400 
were collected. -

The SWP campaign has obtained 
the four presidential electors needed 
to make a South Dakota ballot push. 
The campaign organizers plan to col­
lect 7,000 signatures during May to 
win a place on the ballot for Linda 
Jenness and Andrew Pulley. 

Electors . have also been obtailied 

in Idaho, where SWP. _petitions are campaign supporters will be petition­
now being circulated~ By May 31, ing in a number of states to put Linda 
Idaho campaign s-upporters must get Jenness . and Andrew Pulley on the 
·1,500 signatures to win recognition ballot. H you would like to help, 
of the SWP. contact the campaign at the follow­

The SWP has never 'been· on the ing addresses: 
ballot in South Dakota or Idaho. In 
Louisiana, another new state for ·the 
socialist campaign, Jenness-Pulley 
supporters have all but two of their 
electors. 

In Tennessee and Iowa, as in Lou- . 
isiana, -electors must come .from each 
of the state's congressional districts. 
Campaign supporters are working 
now to obtain the necessary electors 
and begin circulating petitions. 

During May, Socialist Workers Party 

CONNECTICUT: P. 0. Box 185, 
New Haven, Conn. 06501 (25,000 
signaturesY; DISTRICT OF 'COL UM­
BTA: 746 9th St. N. W., Washington, 
D. C. .20001 (26,000 signatures); 
MASSACHUSETTS: 655 Atlantic Av­
enue, Boston, Mass. 02115 (90,000. 
signatUres); ILLINOIS: 180 N. 
Wacker Drive, Chicago, 111. .60606 
( 40,000 signatures); TEXAS: 6409 
Lyons Ave;, Houston, . Texas 77020 
( 45,000 signatures)~ 

Leonard 
speaks on 
Texas 
ca~puses 
By-SUSAN LAMONT 
Debby Leonard, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for governor of 
Texas, has recently completed a very 
successful first swing of her spring 
tour in Texas. During March, Leonard 
spoke to more than 1,300 people and 
reached thousands more with the pro­
gram of the socialist campaign 
through news coverage. 

The most successful meeting during 
this tour was Leonard's stop at Sam 
Houston State University on March 
15, where she spoke at an "old-fash­
ioned political rally" sponsored by 
the student government. The rally was 
attended by nearly 1,000 students, who 
listened to a long iine of Democratic 
and Republican party candidates for 
every conceivable office. Leonard was 
the only candid_ate who spoke to the 
issues concerning the students, and 
she received the ,most enthusiastic re­
sponse of any of the candidates. A 
front-page article in The Huntsville 
Item covered Leonard's speech this 
way: "Socialist Workers Party candi­
date for Governor Debbie Leonard 
was the most outspoken of the speakers 
advocating a complete change in the 
American form of government. 'The 
Democrats and Republicans are exactly 
alike,' she said. 'The only way to have 
a choice is to throw out the current 
system and, put in a new one.' " Leon­
ard received a standing ovation at the 
conclusion of her speech. Twenty new 
campaign endorsers were obtained 
that day, including the president and 
six other members of the campus 
Black student organization, SPADE. 

Another high point of her tour 
occurred ,in· San Antonio, where Leon­
ard and a group of YSJPers were 
able to confront Frances F arenthold, 
the leading liberal candidate for the 
Democratic nomination for governor. 
Questioned on her stand on the abor­
tion laws, Farenthold refused to come 
out for repeal. Farenthold was forced 
at the meeting to agree to a public de­
bate with Leonard. 

Many young people who will be vot­
ing for the first time in November 
are trying to decide whether to vote 
for J,.eonard or Farenthold. One of 
the most suc;cessful pieces of literature 
produced by the Texas SWP campaign 
has been a leaflet entitled "Is ·Faren­
thold Really A Choice?" which is be­
ing distributed by YSJPers throughout 
Texas. 

During Leonard's tour, close to 50 
new campaign endorserswereobtained 
and more than $90 in literature was 
sold. 

Debby leonard 



'71 Socialist 
With the renewed upsurge of antiwar 
activity in response to the U.S. es­
calation in Indochina, Young Social­
ists for Jenness and Pulley are ac­
tively building antiwar rallies and 
meetings qn college and high .school 
campuses. YSJPers helped build the 
April 22 and April 29 demonstrations 
and the May 4 national moratorium. 

Campaign supporters have distrib­
uted thousands of copies of the So­
cialist Workers Party 1972 platform 
at - the antiwar demonstrations and 
meetings that have occurred during 
the last two weeks. -

Copies of the SWP 1972 platform 
can be obtained from the national 
campaign office, 706 Broadway, New 
York, N.Y. 10003. The cost is $7.50 
per 1,000 copies. 

Neil Dobro of the Cambridge YSJP 
sold 101 copies of the YSJP pamphlet 
"Everything you always wanted to 
know about George McGovern" at the 
April 22 demonstration in New York 
City. He reports that he "sold mostly 
to people with McGovern buttons, by 
shouting out that McGovern had voted 
for war appropriations and that- he 
was a dead end for antiwar. activists. 
Most people don't know how en­
trenched he is in the two-party sys­
tem." 

As of April 27, a total of 9,665 peo­
ple have signed endorser cards in sup­
port of the Jenness-Pulley ticket. 

The following are excerpts from letters 
recently received by the national cam­
paign office: 

"This contribution represents a shar­
ing of our daily wage as cab-driver 
and waitress in the hope that some 
day, through efforts like yours, nei­
ther of the above occupations will be 
the servile master and slave relation­
ships that they are today." S. G. and 
R. Q., Milwaukee, Wis. 

"I know one thing for sure -1 no 
longer, accept the 'work inside the two­
party system' idea. I see no hope 
there for massive structural change 
in America. I can only envision such 
change through the efforts of the Amer­
ican people themselves- particularly 
the workers." M. F., Santa Barbara, 
Calif. 

."Recently a friend gave me a small 
poster depicting a group of Chicanos 
g1vmg the · Universal Brotherhood 
(clenched fist) salute over which a 
caption read "Control Chicano del 
Barrio Chicano!" Could you please 
send us several more of these and 
also any other large posters which 
you may have that we can display." 
Jose F. Trevino, Chicano Vets Asso­
ciation, East Lansing, Mich. (This 
poster is available for ten cents from 
the national campaign office-S. B.) 

"Dear Miss (Laura) Miller, 
Having just viewed your interview 

on AI_ Capp's show, I must congrat­
ulate you on your intelligent conduct 
with such a boorish host. Your man­
ner and style of articulating your 
party's views in spite of the badger­
ing of Mr. Capp, your extensive his­
torical and political knowledge, ana 
huge concern for humans will gain 
many more supporters, and I wish 
to be counted among them. You have 
convinced me that I must become in­
trinsically involved in an allied party 
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here in Canada." M. T. Toronto, 
Ontario. 

A recent issue of Challenge, an under­
ground newspaper in the Quad Cities 
(Iowa) region reports extensively on 
a talk given by Andrew Pulley on 
March 24 at St. Ambrose College iri 
Davenport, Iowa. Pulley is quoted on 
several issues, including the right of 
women to abortion: 

"It should be up to (individual 
women) to decide the destiny of their 
own bodies and lives. • • . If anti­
abortion laws claim to save lives, what 
about those women who die in the 
back streets at the hands of unskilled 
butchers? ••• If lawmakers are con­
cerned about saving lives, what about 
the lives that are being lost every 
day in Southeast Asia •.• ?'' 

Andrew Pulley at April 23 ~udent 
antiwar conference in New York 
City. 

John Beadle of the Southern California 
YSJP reports that SWP campaign 
workers sold more than $150 worth 
of literature and buttons at the April 
22 antiwar demonstration in Los 
Angeles. Among the best-selling but­
tons were "Raza Si, Guerra No" and 
"Capitalism Fouls Things Up." A 
party after the demonstration spon­
sored by the YSJP drew 250 people 
and netted $250 for the socialist cam­
paign. 

Linda Jenness spoke to about 200· 
people af Utah State University in 
Logan on April 14. John Wangsgaard 
of the Utah YSJP reports that Jenness 
was well received and that a spirited 
discussion followed her talk. Earlier, 
Jenness had addressed a well attend­
ed news conference, where she was 
interviewed by the three major Utah 
TV stations and the two major Utah 
newspapers. 

Rosaire Bisson of the Vermont YSJP 
informs us that on April 14 John 
Franco, the YSJP candidate for pres­
ident of the Student Association at 
the University of Vermont, debated 
his three opponents. He writes: 

"The other three candidates declared 
that they intended to keep national 
politics out of their campiagns. How­
ever, within five minutes all three felt 
compelled to relate to Franco. They 
attacked · him for not having the 

·'proper' approach- they favor lobby­
ing the unive~sity trustees. They op­
posed the YSJP's stated goal of mak­
ing the Student Association an active 
political organization-responsive to the 
students. Friends and foes of the 
YSJP have quickly agreed that 
Franco's opponents are basically the 
same." Franco has been endorsed by 
the Coalition for a Democratic Uni­
versity. -STEVE BEREN 

PUlley tourS Minn. 
By DIANE GROTH 
MINNEAPOLIS, May 1-Andrew 
PuUey was the featured speaker here 
April 29 at an SWP campaign ban­
quet and rally held during the Up­
per Midwest Spring Socialist Confer­
ence. Minnesota Socialist Workers Par­
ty senatorial candidate Mary Hillery 
and the SWP congressional candidate· 
for Minnesota's 5th C. D., Bill Peter­
son, also addressed the rally audi­
ence of 100, some of whom had come 
from as far away as Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Campaign supporters at the rally .. 
donated $950 to a~d the SWP ballot 
push in Minnesota, Iowa, North Da­
kota, and South Dakota and to help 
build the campaign. Eight people also 
asked to join the Young Socialist Al­
liance. 

The banquet and rally climaxed a 
week-long tour of tp.e Upper Midwest 
by the SWP vice-presidential candi­
date. Earlier on April 29, Pulley had 
spoken to an antiwar demonstration 
of 350 sponsored by the Minnesota 
Peace Action Coalition and the Stu­
dent Mobilization Committee as part 
of the nationwide antiwar actions on 
that-day. 

On April 25, Pulley spoke to 150 
students at the University of Wiscon­
sin at Eau Claire. Pulley's talk was 
carried live by the campus radio sta­
tion, which had interviewed him ear­
lier in the day. He was also inter­
viewed by the campus paper and by 
Channel 9, the local ABC affiliate. 

After a news conference in Mankato, 
Minn., on April 27, Pulley spoke to 
125 students at Mankato State Col­
lege. Black students in the audience 
responded throughout the meetingwith 
shouts of "Right on!" as Pulley ex­
plained the role of the Democratic and 
Republican parties in continuing to· 
oppress Afro-Americans. Fifty-five 
c<pies of The Militant were sold at 
the meeting, and 10 people signed 
cards endorsing the campaign, includ- · 
ing 4 Afro-Americans. Pulley also 
spoke to 300 students at Mankato 
High School. 

At Central High School in Minne­
apolis, eight students, including five 
Afro-Americans, endorsed the cam­
paign out of a class of 30 studying 
the Russian Revolution. At the Uni­
versity of Minnesota in Minneapolis, 
Pulley spoke to 75 students. His talk 
was taped by campus radio station 
WMMR, which also interviewed him 
afterward. 

Additional TV and radio interviews 
included a half-hour live radio show 
on KFMM in Shakopee, Minn.; a half­
hour taped interview on WWTC; and 
a 15-minute taped interview on KFPT­
TV. The Minnesota Daily, the Uni­
versity of Minnesota campus paper, 
covered Pulley's tour throughout the 
week. 

.Campus meetings for Pulley also 
took place at Normandie Junior Col­
lege in Minneapolis, the University 
of Minnesota in St. Paul, and at Wash­
burn High School in Minneapolis. 

Jenness in Southwest· 
MAY 1 - Linda Jenness, the Socialist 
Workers Party's presidential candiate, 
has completed the last week of her 
campaign tour through the southwest­
ern United States. She addressed cam­
paign rallies, high school and college 
meeting~, and antiwar rallies and at­
tended' news conferences in Tucson, 
Phoenix, and Flagstaff, Ariz.; Albu­
querque, N. M.; and Kansas City, Mo. 

In Flagstaff, Jenness spoke to a 
meeting of 275. The student govern­
ment of Northern Arizona University 
had invited· her as part of their "Pres­
idential Candidates Symposium." The 
student government is offering a $600 
honorarium to each of the presiden­
tial candidates who speak at Flag­
staff. So far, no other C!j.ndidate has 
accepted the invitation. 

During the question and answer pe­
riod, one of the Mormon students 
asked Jenness about her stand on 
legalized abortfons. After a brief ex­
chang~, the male student suggested 
that women ·who didn't want to get 
pregnant should abstain from sex. 
The audience laughed and hissed at 
the hypocritical double standard he 
was so eager to apply. "You just put 
your foot in your mouth," Jenness re­
torted. "It's clear that the women here 
agree with me that men should have 
no special monopoly on sex." 

A campaign rally earlier the same 
day in Tucson was attended by 50 
people and covered by two TV sta­
tions. 

The following day, Jenness spoke 
to an audience of 50 at Glendale Ju­
nior College and to· a meeting of 85 
at the University of Arizona in Phoe­
nix. 

In Albuquerque, campaign support­
ers arranged for Jenness to speak 
April 26 to a. Women's Studies Class 
and to a meeting of about 100 at 
the University of New Mexico. Two 
TV stations, two radio stations, and 
a newspaper attended an earlier news 
conference in Albuquerque. 

The news coverage included Jen- .. 
ness's answer when asked why peo­
ple should vote for her: "In Novem­
ber 1972, the American people will 
face only two real choices. They can 
vote for Nixon, represel)ting bombs 
and slaughter and lies; probably 

I 

Humphrey, representing bomb.s and 
slaughter and hypocrisy; or they can 
vote for Jenness, representing an im­
mediate end to the war and a fight 
against this rotten government. The 
choice is fairly obvious." 

The last stop of Jenness's tour took 
her to Kansas City,_ where she spoke 
to 130 high school students; to an 
antiwar rally at the University of Mis­
souri at Kansas City; and to an eve­
ning campaign meeting at the univer-

. sity. 

Photo by Ellen lemisch 

A tape of the speech by Socialist 
Workers Party presidential candi­
date Linda Jenness at the April 
22 antiwar rally in Los Angeles 
is now available. Part of the speech 
is in Spanish. To order: send $2.50 
to the SWP '72 Campaign, 706 
Broadway, Eighth Floor, New York, 
N.Y. 10003. 

A reporter from the Kansas City 
Star was assigned to cover Jenness's 
tour that day to write a feature ar­
ticle on the Socialist Workers cam­
paign. 

From Kansas City, Jenness flew to 
New York, where she spoke at an 
antiwar rally in Washington Square 
Park on April 29. Later that evening 
she spoke to more than 270 people 
at the SWP May Day rally. 
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McGovern _Primary pains ·· iLa- Raza 
~@!l~u~l anllwar<.!~w~,~~!~!m en AccicSn! 
MAY 1- The 1972 primaries- especially the re- with all segments of the country." 
suits in Wisconsin and Massachusetts- have dem· McGovern will feel free to move to the_ right since 
onstrated that antiwar sentiment, as well as dis- the votes of many of his antiwar supporters are 
satisfaction with rising prices and unemployment, in his hip pocket, committed to him as a "peace" 
is deeper than ever. The large votes for Senator candidate. 
George McGovern were a significant factor in An example of the pressure on McGovern from 
forcing Senator Edmond Muskie to withdraw the right was an attack on him April 28 by Demo-
~rom active campaigning after being the Demo- crat Henry Jackson. Jackson called McGovern an 
cratic front-runner and, the apparent favorite of "appeaser" of communism because of McGovern's 
the party bosses for nearly two years. su~>,port to Henry Wallace's Progressive Party in 

McGovern's most dramatic victory was in the the 1948 presidential,elections. Hubert Humphrey 

With the tast~ of victory in his mouth, Mc­
Govern can be expected to moder.ate his 
views. 
April 25 Massachusetts primary, where he received 
52 percent of the vote as against 22 percent for 
Mu'*ie, 8 percent for Humbert Humphrey, and 
8 percent for George Wallace. A major factor in 
this sweeping McGovern victory was undoubtedly 
Nixon's escalation of the bombing in Vietnam. 

The April 25 Pennsylvania primary also reflected 
opposition to Nixon's new escalation of the air 
wal'. Although McGovern campaigned there for 
only three days, he tied Walla:ce for second place, 
each with 21 percent, while ·Humphrey ca~e in 
first with 35 percent. 

A New York Times survey of Pennsylvania 
voters on the day of the primary showed that two­
thirds of McGovern voters supported him because 
of his stand on the issues, and a great majority 
of these cited his criticisms. of the war as their 
single most important reason. 

Even prior to the stepped-up bombing raids, 
an antiwar protest was evident in McGovern's vic­
tory in the April 4 Wisconson primary with 30 
percent of the vote. Wallace, Humphrey, and 
Muskie trailed with 22 percent, 21 percent, and 
10 percent respectively. 

In Massachusetts even the Republican primary 
reflected the deep antiwar sentiment in this country. 
There, Representative Paul McCloskey Jr., the Re-: 
publican "peace" candidate, received 4 percent of 
the vote even though he dropped out of the,race 
on March 10. 

Another strong concern of McGovern voters both 
in Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, according to the 
New York Times surveys, was the state of the 
economy. McGovern has tried to identify himself 
with the growing dissatisfaction over rising prices, 
unemployment, and tax burdens. 

But McGovern himself is already predicting that 
his more radical supporters may be in for some 
disappointments. An article in the April 28 New 
York Post desc'ribed McGovern's intention to "go 
after the support of old guard (Democratic] party 
and labor officials whose help could bring him, the 
Democratic Presidential nomination." Entitled 
"McGovern Decides To Woo the Center," it indicates 
that McGovern is beginning to move to the right 
as he gets a whiff of the "sweet smell of success." 

The article,. based on an interview with Washing­
ton Post reporter David Broder, quotes McGovern 
as saying: "Some of the more rigid purists in my 
camp don't even want me to talk to those people 
[presumably, the party bosses and Dixiecrats]. But 
they're just going to have to take me on' my own 
terms. They've got to understand that I am a 
politician, and if I'm going to be the leader of 
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has also attacked McGovern, implying that McGov­
ern is the candidate of the "radical left" because 
Jerry Rubin and Abbie Hoffman are supporting 
him. 

An indication of McGovern's concern with not 
appearing too radical could be seen in his attitude 
towards the massive April 22 antiwar demonstra­
tions. McGovern refused to endorse the actions 
or speak at them, although he was asked. The 
Boston headquarters for the McGovern campaign 
even refused to allow literature for the April 22 
demonstration to be displayed there. McGovern 
has not endorsed the May 4 moratorium actions 
either. 

McGovern is not the only Democratic candidate 
who . sa,ys he wants to end the war; even George 
Wallace is now soft-pedaling his warmongering 
to pose as a "peace" candidate. On April 13 he 
demagogically blasted both Humphrey and Mus~ie 
for their previous support of the Vietnam war, 
claiming that he had always considered the war 
a mistake. On April 25 Wallace attacked McGovern 
for voting for the Tonkin Gulf resolution in 1964. 

Many of the Democratic Party politicians- in­
cluding McGovern- have been forced by the mas­
sive antwar sentiment in this cou.ntry to criticize 
the war to some extent. But their past support for 
the Vietnam . war demonstrates that their present 
criticisms are purely tactical: They have never 
questioned the right of the U.S. to intervene in 
Vietnam. 

The history Qf this war has demonstrated that 
the antiwar movement independent of both the 
Democratic and Republican parties has had a 
powerful effect on limiting the ability of the U. S. 
government to carry on the war. It is this pres­
sure that has forced many Democratic and Re­
publican politicians to criticize the war. Whether 
McGovern wins or loses the nomination, the evo­
lution of his campaign will certainly confirm again 
the futility of supporting. "peace" candidates com­
mitted to the Democratic or Republican parties. 

'A BUNCH 
OF LIARS!' 

After reading E~RYTHING YOU AL­
WAYS. WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT 
GEORGE ~cGOVERN, a Young Social­
ists for Jenness and Pulley Truth Kit pam­
phlet by Laura Miller, George McGovern 
called the Socialist Workers Party a 
.. bunch of liars who have misrepresented 
my stand on the war." , 

To learn the truth, read for yourself 
this 16-page pamphlet, which criticizes Mc­
Govern's current ·positi~,ms and his voting 
record, including his support to war ap­
propriations. 

Order a bundle now! (25 cents each; 15 
cents per copy on orders of 25 or more) 

--------------I want (circle one) 25 50 100 250 

~aDle ________ ~---------------------

Address _______ '------------------~ 

City State Zip ____ _ 
Socialist Workers '72 Campaign Com­
mittee, 706 Broadway, Eighth Floor, New 
York, ~. Y. 10003 

ARIZONA FARM WORKERS: The United Farm 
Workers Union has organized a series of dem­
onstrations to protest moves -by the Arizona leg­
islature to restrict the union's ability to organize. 
According to Militant reporter Stephen Perry, on 
April 4 more than 200 Chicanos protested the 
pass'age ~f Bill 2134 in the Arizona House· of 
Representatives. This bill is designed to give a 
five-member agricultural labor-relations board full 
control over farm worker disputes. It would make 
secondary boycotts illegal, thus taking away the 
union's most important weapon. It would make it 
almost impossible to organize the union to strike. 

On April 8 a picket of 150 people was staged 
in front of Dell Web's Townhouse, where a Re­
publican women's convention was being held. Ear­
lier, Pat Nixon and Judy Agnew arrived at Phoenix 
International Airport for the convention amid boos 
by farm workers. 

MEXICANO HIJACKER: Ricardo Chavez-Ortiz, 
the mexicano who hijacked an airliner to drama­
tize his plea for social justice, has been released 
in Los Angeles on bail of $35,000, lowered from 
$500,000. Without giving support to the desperate 
methods he used to gab{ a hearing, La Raza 
in Los Angeles has affirmed the validity of his 
charges against "Anglo society." 

The unemployed father of eight children hijacked 
a Frontier Airlines plane April 13 over New 
Mexico, where he had gone to look.Jor work after 
being fired from a cooks job in Los Angeles. 
He insisted on broadcasting his charges over 
KMEX-TV and radio station KWKW, both Span­
ish-language stations. 

In his broadcast, Chavez-Ortiz expressed concern 
about the question of dignity. of the right of peo­
ple to be able to work and provide for their fam­
ilies. (It is estimated that the unemployment rate 
in East Los Angeles, where the Chavez-Ortiz family 
lives, is 30 percent.) He spoke of the irqny of 
this country being able to put men on the moon, 
while not being able to provide jobs for millions 
of unemployed. 

He said he feels his children must get an educa­
tion, yet they are so dissatisfied with their schools 
that they don't want to go" He spoke of mistreat­
ment of all oppressed nationalities in this coun­
try, of bad housing and inferior education. 

This 37-year-old Mexican citizen, who came to 
this country 14 years ago, also spoke of the prob­
lems of worker-immigrants. He said he worked 
on one job from 7:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. with time 
for only one meal. He is a trained mechanic and 
reportedly has a pilot's license. 

"We are working for his defense, absolutely," 
said Bert Corona of CASA (Centro de Acci6n 
Social Aut6nomo- Autonom.ous Center for Soc;ial 
Action). "He is not a criminal." 

Danny Villanueva, general manager of KMF.X, 
told Militant reporter Della Rossa, "I feel compas­
sion for the man. He was frustrated, disillusioned 
by things we all know are true." 

Xaviar Navarro, p-rogram director of KWKW, 
was asked if Chavez-Ortiz, who was reported to 
have been under psychiatric treatment, sounded 
rational. "Oh yes! The community know~ of these 
problems. It is not a sign of madness." 

On April 16, hundreds of Chicanos picketed 
the county jail where Chavez-Ortiz was being held, 
demanding that bail be reduced. Presidential can­
didate George McGovern was quoted in the Los 
Angeles Times as expressing sympathy for the 
"woeful grievances" of Chican<)S that led to the 
hijacking. 

Mariana Hernandez, Chicano Studies instructor 
at Cal State L.A. and Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for Congress, said, "Ricardo Chavez­
Ortiz speal(s for all of us in the barrio when he 
speaks of massive unemployment, bad housing, 
and poor education. Many of us have felt his 
anger, frustration, and desperation. Without con­
doning skyjacking, we say Chavez-Ortiz is not 
a criminal. ... We must continue to expose these 
conditions and at the same time organiz~ a mass 
social and political movement to change society." 

-ANTONIO CAMEJO 



Muslims demand Black control of police 
By DERRICK MORRISON 
NEW YORK, May 1-"We have an 
issue before the Black community that 
cuts across our religious beliefs," 
Minister Louis Farrakhan told ·the 
more than 5,000 Blacks seated in the 
369th National Guard Armory in 
Harlem. When he exclaimed, "Getting 
the white police out of the Black com­
munity .... We are asking, demand­
ing, and will get control of our police 
in our own communities!" the crowd 
exploded in a thunderous hand-clap­
ping, foot-stomping applause; 

"Control," that was the theme of the 
Unity Rally held Sunday, April 30. 
The rally was endorsed and built by 
various community organizations, sev­
eral Black Democratic politicians, and 
the Nation of Islam (Black Muslims). 
The momentum behind the rally grew 
out of the April 14 attack by more 
than 100 police and plainclothesmen 
on Muhammad's Temple No. 7 in 
Harlem. 

In that attack, the police supposedly 
responded to_a call about an officer 
in distress on the second floor of the 
Temple. They first burst into the 
building and then surrounded it, 
brandishing automatic weapons and 
shotguns. Scores of children attending 
the Muslim school were present. 
Muslim leaders say some of the offi­
cers pointed their guns directly at the 
heads of some of the students. 

Two Muslims, Louis 17 X E. Dupree 
and Bobby 9 X Hopes, were arrested 
for physically expelling the first group 
of police officers that entered the mos­
que. A police weapon was fired dur-

ing the scuffle, and officers later fired 
"warning shots" into the entrance from 
outside. One officer was wounded and 
later died. 

The distress call proved to be false, 
as have so many in relation to the 
New York City mosques. And be­
cause the Muslims have charged that 
the police broke a previously agreed 
upon procedure for handling such 
calls, the police have been clearly put 
on the defensive. For example, the 
police have yet to charge the arrested 
Muslims with the death of the offi­
cer. 

Moreover, Bryant Rollins, executive 
editor of the influential Black weekly 
Amsterdam News, wrote in the April 
29 issue that there are "unconfirmed 

Minister Louis Farrakhan 

repofts that some 21 police officers 
have been quietly dropped from- the 
28th Precinct's prestigious plainclothes 
anticrime unit. ... " This measure was 
reportedly taken for the officers' open 
display of weapons "without prior 
authorization." 

Furthermore, the commander of the 
28th Precinct, Deputy Inspector John 
J. Haugh, has resigned over the fact 
that the dead officer, Philip W. Car­
dillo, was not fervently backed by 
the department for "his actions in go­
ing into the mosque." In other words, 
he is complaining that the police have 
found no one to blame or frame for 
their attack. 

Although Police Commissioner Pat­
rick V. Murphy called the invasion 
a "terrible tragedy," the Harlem com­
munity sees it as one in a long train 
of abuses. And because the Muslims 
have decided to launch a defense cam­
paign, a groundswe).l of support has 
developed. 

The Muslims are demanding an 
apology from Murphy and Mayor 
John V. Lindsay for the assault, the 
dropping of all charges against the 
arrested Muslims, and the removal 
of white police from the Black com­
munity and their replacement by 
Black officers under Black command­
ers. 

These demands have been endorsed 
by the Amsterdam News; Black News, 
a nationalist biweekly published in 
Brooklyn; the Guardians, an organi­
zation of New York City Black police­
men; the Black Panther Party; Har­
lem Congressman Charles Rangel; 

State Senator Waldaba Stewart; State 
Senator Sidney Von Luther; and 
many community organizations and 
churches. The politicians and repre­
sentatives of these organizations and 
institutions spoke at the rally or sat 
on the dais. 

B. R. Washington, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for Congress from 
Harlem, issued a statement hailing 
the rally. "The ¥uslim defense cam­
paign and demands should be sup­
ported by the entire spectrum of po- ~ 

litical opinion in Harlem. To cement 
this support we must build a Black 
united front committed to mobilizing 
and organizing the community in be­
half of the demands. It is only by 
demonstrat(ng our power, as we have 
begun to do in this rally, that we 
can' compel the withdrawal of the white 
p·olice and· their replacement by Black 
officers accountable to us. We must 
have community control!" 

Messages of support read at the ral­
ly included one from the Association 
of Arab-American University Grad­
uates and another from the Permanent 
Mission of the Libyan Arab Repub­
lic to the United. Nations. The latter 
message said the Libyan deputy for­
eign minister had confronted the U. S. 
consul in Tripoli, the capital of the 
Libyan Arab Republic, over the 
mosque attack. 

In closing, Minister F arrakhan said 
of the rally, "This- is not the end, this 
is just the beginning .... We intend 
to organize the Black community be­
hind this issue." 

Liberation fighters gain in Guinea-Bissau 
-By TONY THOMAS 
One of the key focuses of the African 
Liberation Day actions scheduled for 
Washington, D. C., San Francisco, 
Toronto, London, and the West Indies 
on May 27 is U.S. and NATO (North 
American TreatY Organization) com­
plicity with Portugars colonial wars 
in Africa. Portugar s colonial empire 
-the largest in Africa- includes Mo­
zambique, Angola, and Portuguese 
Guinea-Bissau- Cape Verde Islands. 
The independence struggle taking 
place in Guinea-Bissau is one of the 
most advanced struggles within Black 
Africa. 

Guinea-Bissau has a population of 
600,000. Portugal claimed the area in 
1886, but it took nearly 50 years 
of "pacification" campaigns against the 
Guinean people to effect full Portuguese 
control. This has left a rich heritage 
of resistance among the Guinean 
people. 

Portugal's pacification tlrought little 
"civilization" to Guinea. Guinea has 
no railroads and very_ few roads. 
Commerce and business is completely 
in the hands of European emigrants. 
Ninety percent of the population is 
illiterate. In 1962, when the freedom 
fighte!s of the PAIGC- (Partido Afri­
cano da Independ€mcia da Guine e · 
Cabo Verde- African Independence 
Party of Guinea and the Cape Verde 
Islands) launched their armed strug­
gles, the government had built only 
a handful of primary schools and one 
high school. 

"Economically, the colony was run 
as an appendage .. of Portugal- or 
rather of the monopolist trading com-. 
pany, the Uni11o Fabril-which sup­
plied Portugal with cheap colonial im­
ports in return for Portuguese exports, 
the terms. of trade fixed in order to 
turn the balance of payments as fav­
orably to Portugal as was possible." 
( The Liberation of Guinea by Basil 
Davidson. Penguin Books. 1969.) 

Davidson found that in 1954 the 
majority of the population suffered 
from hookworms, two fifths of all 
villages had sleeping sickness on an 
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endemic level, and the infant mortal­
ity rate was 60 percent. Portugal 
claimed it could not "afford" to alle­
viate these conditions. 

Since democratic rights have been 
_virtually nonexistent in Portugal it­
self since Salazar established his dic­
tatorship in 1932, it is not surpris­
ing that all political, democratic, and 
trade-union rights were denied in 
Guinea- Bissau. 

The PAIGC was founded by Amilcar 
Cabral, an African agronomist, in 
1956 with only six members. 

They decided on Sept. 19, 1959, 
"that the only way to liberate the 
country is through struggle by all 
possible means, including war." 
(PAIGC document quoted by David­
son.) In 1960 they moved their base 
of operations to Conakry in the neigh­
boring: independent Republic of 
Guinea. 

The PAIGC launched its armed 
struggle in 1962. Since that time it 
has gained control over the great bulk 
of Guinea-Bissau. According to the 
Nov. 8, 1971, New York Times, "The 
guerrillas say that they control more 
than two-thirds of the territory with 
more than two-thirds of the popula­
tion." Cabral stated in an interview 
printed in the Jan. 12, J972, Guardian, 
a New York radical weekly, " ... we 
have expelled the Portuguese from 
more than 40 camps; they used to 
have 14 camps along the border with 
independent Guinea- now they have 
only one. 

"We now control all the roads ex­
cept for some in the western and center­
eastern regions; they cannot pass and 
they do not try."·-

One of the key beliefs of the PAIGC 
is that national liberation means more 
than formal independence. In a speech 
entitled "Foundations and Objectives 
of National Liberation in Relation to 
Social Structure," delivered at the Tri­
continental Conference held in Havana, 
Cuba, in January 1966, Cabral out­
lined his ideas on this. He defined 
national liberation as the right to re­
gain and continue Guinea's own his-

tory, which can only be done by 
''liberating the means and process of 
development of its own productive 
forces." 

Faced with this threat, Portugal has 
responded with a brutal colonial' war. 
Between 25,000 and 35,000 Portu­
guese arid as many as 10,000 mer­
cenary African troops have been en­
listed by the Portuguese against the 
PAIGC's 5,000 regular troops and 
5,000 militia women and men. 

- Portugal m<,lintains an army of 
125,000 in Africa fighting against 
freedom fighters in Guinea-'IUssau, 
Angola, and Mozambique. Relative to 
Portugal's small population (9.6 mil­
lion), this figure is equivalent to the 
U.S. having more than 2.5 million 
troops in Vietnam. Moreover, the 
strain is even greater since Portugal 
itself is a ''backward," almost under­
developed country. 

Thousands of Portuguese youth have 
illegally left Portugal to escape the 
draft and the reactionary !egime. 
Massive strikes against conscription 
shook Portugal's medical schools and 
universities in early 1971, even though 
such actions are illegal. Portugal's 
defense minister was forced to admit 
in the Jan. 18 New York Times that 
this dissent had affected the officer 
corps in Africa and had led to de-
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sertions (which have also been report­
ed by the Cuban magazine Tricon­
tinental.) 

Portugal is able to maintain what­
ever hold it has on Guinea-Bissau 
through alliances with its NATO allies: 
Britain, France, Germany, and the 
United States. (These countries also 
control the Portuguese internal ecoll:­
omy.) 

The character of Portugal's attempts 
to control its African colonies- strik­
ingly like the U. S. involvement in 
Vietnam-was described by the Nov. 
8, 1971, New York -.Times:" . .. the 
Portuguese control the air, dropping 
bombs and napalm on guerrilla tar­
gets, including villages . . . But most 
of their ground forces are concentrated 
in a few urban areas, or in fortified 
outposts from which they venture only 
cautiously." 

Although the U. S. and other NATO 
powers claim they ban Portuguese use 
of their military aid in Africa, the 
PAIGC and neutral observers have 
seen German, French, and U.S. sup­
plies used. Recently the U. S. granted 
more than $435-million in aid to 
Portugal in "payment" for bases. in 
the Portuguese Azores. Those who 
oppose U. S. aid to Portugal should 
join in building the May 27 African 
Liberation Day demonstrations. 

Photo from AlricAsio 

Freedom fighters of the PAIGC (African Independence Party of Guinea 
and Cape Verde Islands) have wrested control of the majority of 
Guinea-Bissa_u from Portuguese imperialists. 
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By DAVE FRANKEL 
NEW YORK, April 30-More than 
2,500 people filled Washington Square 
Park yesterday to protest the war in 
Indochina and the massive U. S. 
bombing of the Vietnamese people. 

Four feeder marches were organized 
in addition to the main rally. About 
200 young people, mostly students 
from Brooklyn College ~nd Kings­
borough Community College, 
marched over the Brooklyn Bridge 
to the park. Sixty Columbia and Bar­
nard students marched downtown 
from their campus with a five-piece 
band, while about .50 students from 
Cooper Union and 40 from Pratt In­
stitute also formed marches. The Pratt 
march was led by a banner saying 
"Activism Liberates." 

Katherine Sojourner, a coordinator 
of the National Peace Action Coali­
tion, which organized the rally along 
with the Student Mobilization Com­
mittee, headed the speakers list. She 
characterized Nixon's April26 speech 
as "the latest edition of the U.S. gov­
ernment's 'generation of peace' 
speech." "Only the names and dafes 
have been changed to try to fool the 
innocent," she said.-

Henry Foner of the Joint Board 
of Fur, Leather and Machine Work­
ers pointed out that Nixon lies about 
the war just as he lies about wages 
and prices. 

Linda Jenness, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for. president, urged 
people to stay in the streets and build 
their own independent movements. 

Other speakers included Brad Lyttle 
of the Vietnam Peace Parade Com­
mittee, the New York affiliate of the 
People's Coalition for Peace and Jus­
tice; Representative Bella Abzug; Rep­
resentative William Fitts Ryan; and 
Joanna Misnick, Socialist candidate 
for Congress who will be running 
against either Ryan or Abzug in Man­
hattan's 20th C. D., depending on 
which of them wins the Democratic 
Party nomination. 

Speakers at the rally emphasized 
the upcoming May 4 actions, which 
will include two ral!ies in New York­
one at noon at Foley Square and 
the other at 4:30 in the garment dis-

By JON HILLSON 
DENVER, April 29- A statewide or­
ganizing effort that began 84 hours 
before today' s emergency antiwar 
demonstration brought more than 5,-
000 people to Denver from every cor~ 
ner of Colorado. 

The demonstration was initiated on 
April 25 at a statewide meeting at­
tended by 60 people. But organizing 

was held up for a day and a half 
by a 14-hour spring blizzard. 

The first half of the two-mile march 
was led by a contingent of Asian­
Americans, the first ever to march in 
a Colorado antiwar demonstration. 
Their banner, demanding "self-deter­
mination for Vietnam," expressed the 
sentiment of the marchers. 

The second mile of the march was 
led by the Raza Contra la Guerra 
contingent of more than 200 Chica­
nos. The Denver-based Crusade for 
Justice helped monitor the contingent 
a.nd played a central role in organiz­
ing it. A news conference was held 
at Crusade headquarters April 27 with 
Crusade founder Rodolfo Corky Gon­
zales and Ernesto Vigil, the editor of 
El Gallo, the Crusade's newspaper. 
Also at the press conference was AI 
Baldivia, an activist in the Colorado 
Peace Action Coalition as well as in 
the Crusade. 

During the march itself, hundreds 
of people responded to the chants of 
"join us" and "off the sidewalks, into 
the streets." 

About 40 members of Vietnam Vet­
erans Against the War ( VV A W) 
marched behind a coffin draped with 
an American flag, while a contingent 
of some 50 Chicanos from Greeley, 
Colo., marched in another section of 
the demonstration. Some active-duty 
Gls were among those who joined 
the march. 

Speakers at the ralfy included Corky 

Gonzales; Jerry Y oshima of the Asian 
contingent; Colorado Peace Action Co­
alition coordinator Jon Hillson; Bar­
bara Thornton of the Boulder SMC; 
Joan Fulks, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for U. S. Senate from Colo­
rado; Penfield Tate, a member of the 
Boulder City Council; and tWo rep­
resentatives of VV A W. 

Boston 
By JEANNETTE TRACY 
BOSTON, April 30- In less than a 
week, strike activists on various Bos­
ton campuses were able to organize 
a rally of 1,500 people on Boston 
Common, protesting the escalation 
of the war in Southeast Asia. Yester­
day's march was initiated by the Stu­
dent Mobilization Committee' and the 
Greater Boston Peace Action Coalition 
and endorsed by the May 4· Mora- . 
torium Committee, a coalition ofmany 
trade-union, religious, and Black 
groups in the Boston area. 

Feeder marches from Boston Uni- _ 
versity and Harvard were organized 
for the rally. Speakers included John 
Kerry, Vietnam veteran and Demo­
cratic congressional candidate; John 
Mitchell, Meat Cutters union vice-pres­
ident; and former Greater Boston 
Peace Action Coalition coordinator 
Don Gurewitz. Gurewitz is presently 
the Socialist Workers Party candidate 

for U. S. Senate from Massachusetts. 
At the end of the rally, hundreds 

of participants were di~patched to all 
parts of Boston to leaflet for the May 
4 moratorium and the May 6 antiwar 
demonstration scheduled for the Bos­
ton Common. 

Wash., D.C. 
By CALVIN GODDARD 
WASHINGTON, D. C.-A lively, mil­
itant group of 400, including a large 
number of high school students, 
marched on the Pentagon April 29 
to protest the continuing escalation 
of U. S. bombing in Indochina. 
Marching a mile and a half from 
the Lincoln Memorial to the Mall en-

The decision must be approved by 
the university's board of regents, and 
a demonstration is being organized 
at the state capitol in Annapolis to 
urge the regents to end the ROTC 
program. 

The next round of local antiwar 
activities were announced. These in­
clude a candlelight memorial service 
for the war dead on Capitol Hill on 
May 3, and an evening "town meet­
ing" at All Souls Church on May 4.· 

Other actions 
As we go to press, plans for the May 
4 antiwar moratorium are moving 
ahead at full speed. Teach-ins, vigils, 
literature displays, rallies, and march-

Four thousand march in Salt Lake City, April 24 ·· Photo by Larry Monroe 

trance of the Pentagon, their shouts 
of "stop the bombing, out now!" were 
greeted by "V" signs and cries of "right 
on!" from passing motorists. The dem­
onstration had been called only five 
days before by an emergency meet­
ing of th~ Washington Area Peace Ac­
tion Coalition (WAPAC). 

At the rally, Jerry Gordon of the 
National Peace Action Coalition point­
ed out that Nixon's excuse for the 
escalation of the war is based on the 
"absurdity that the Vietnamese are in­
vading Vietnam." Nixon's April 26 
TV appearance was "an ultimatum 
to the Vietnamese to give up· or else," 
said Gordon. 

"We can't rely on elections," he con­
tinued. "We have to rely on ourselves 
to end the war. IT enough people take 
to the streets, it doesn't matter who 
sits in the White House." 

Local Black activist Julius Hobson 
asked rhetorically, "What's the differ­
ence between a gook and a nigger?" 
He concluded by urging, "We'd better 
get to the streets in a hurry." 

David Elsila, a member of the Wash­
ington- Baltimore Newspaper Guild 
and representing Washington Labor 
for Peace, said that "war-caused in­
flation and taxation is contributing 
to a more vocal opposition to the 
war among workers." He said that 
the National Labor Antiwar Confer­
ence to be held in St. Louis in early 
June will organize labor protests, pos-­
sibly including work stoppages. 

Mike Priddy of the University of 
Maryland Strike Committee and the 
Young Socialist Alliance told of a vic­
tory won by the recent large-scale anti­
war protests at the U of M .. The uni­
versity senate, composed of students, 
faculty, and administrators, voted to 
terminate its Air Force ROTC pro­
gram by the end of the school year. 

es are being organized in practically 
every major city in the country. The 
following are some of the actions 
planned. 

In Chicago, Professor Noam Chom­
sky of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and Fred Halstead, a 
member of the national coordinating 
committee of the National Peace Ac­
tion Coalition and the Socialist Work­
ers Party candidate for senator from 
Illinois, will address a rally at the 
Federal Building. The Chicago ral­
ly is Jointly sponsored by the Chi­
cago Peace Council and the Chicago 
Peace Action Coalition. On April 29 
these groups, together with the SMC, 
turned out 350 people for a march 
and rally despite intermittent rain. 
. San Francisco, which also turned 

out about 350 people on April 29, 
is planning a city-wide rally, in ad­
dition to campus activities. 

In San Diego, a rally at Balboa 
Park- has been called by the SMC 
and . the San Diego City College strike 
committee. 

A candlelight rally is planned for 
Atlanta May 4. 

Five hundred marched in Minne­
apolis in the rain on April 29. An­
other march is planned for May 4, 
this time from the University of Min­
nesota to the Minneapolis Federal 
Building. 

About 300 demonstrated in Cleve­
land on April 29, and on May 4 
there will be two rallies in Cleveland,· 
one at noon and one at 4:30 p. m. 
in Public Square. 

A candlelight march followed by a 
rally at Portland State University is 
being organized for May 4 in Port­
land, Ore. More than 300 marched 
there on April29. 

About 150 demonstrators picketed 
Philadelphia's City Hall on April 29 



and · afterwards distributed 15,000 
leaflets in the center of the city for 
May4. 

On April 24, 4,000 people marched 
against the war in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, in an action organized by the 
United Front to End the Bombing. 

Int'l actions 
By DAN ROSENSHINE 
PARIS, May 2- The Europ;~n anti­
war movement responded to Nixon's 
bombiitg of Hanoi and Haiphong on 
April 16 with large protests in six 

_ countries last week. The biggest anti­
war action took place in Sweden on 
May 1, where, according to the Paris 

' daily Le jlfonde, 50,000 people 
marched against the war. This was 
the largest antiwar demonstration iii 
Sweden to date. The Lands Organiza­
tion, the main Swedish trade-union 
federafion, and various radical 
groups decided to cancel scheduled 
May Day activities to unite in one 
May Day action calling for an end 
to the war in Southeast Asia. 

In France more than 30,000 peo­
ple turned out on April 25 in an anti­
war action organized on just eight 
days' notice. The demonstration was 
called by the . Committee of 48, a 
broad antiwar coalition, and was en­
dorsed by the Confederation Generale 
du Travail ( CGT--:- General Confeder­
ation of Labor), the· largest trade­
union confederation in France. In the 
past the CGT, which ·is led by the 
French Communist Party, has refused 
to participate in united-front actions · 
against the war. Supporters of the 
Fro.nt Solidarite Indochine (FSI- In­
dochina Solidarity Front), one of the 
most active coalitions.. organizing 
against the war in France, marched 
in· a contingent of 5,000 in the April 
25 demonstration. 

Five thousand antiwar demonstra-

Sydney, Australia, April 22. More than 20,000 demonstrated through­
out Australia April 20-22 in oppositioi1 to U. 5. aggression in Vietnam. 

Vietnam Committee, which called the 
antiwar march of 10,000 on April 
15, and Vietnam '69, another Danish 
antiwar group, organized the April,. 
26 protest. 

On April 29 between 500 and 1 000 
people marched agai~st· the w;r in 
LuxemJ:>aurg, a country with a pop­
ulation of only 350,000. This was 
the biggest· antiwar action in Luxem­
bourg's history. The antiwar move-· 
ment in the Netherlands also sched­
uled protests for April 29 al)d 30. 

Berkeley strike 
By BRIAN WILLIAMS · 
BERKELEY- The University of Cal-

Photo from La Gauche 

munity to shopping centers and­
schools to build the city-wide mora­
torium rally scheduled for 5 p. m. in 
Provo Park in downtown Berkeley. 
A march is being organized from the 
U. C. Berkeley campus to Provo Park 
as one of the building actions. 

. A student strike was called April 
20 to protest the escalation of the 
war, to support the demands of cam­
pus work~s engaged in a work stop­
page, -amh:o back striking Black, Chi­
cano, and Asian law students fight­
ing administration attempts to reduce 
minority enrollment in Boalt Hall, the 
law schooL Most strike activity has 
since subsided.·. 

The Black and Asian Boalt Hall 
students voted to end their strike af­
ter their demands on admissions pol­
icies were won. The Chicano Law Stu­
dents Association, however, has de­
cided to continue its boycott until law 
school admissions are on a par with 
the percentage of Chicanos in the pop-
ula,tion of California. . 

The union work stoppage is ertter­
ing its third week and shows no sign 
of being settled. The Alameda County 
Superior Court issued a restraining 
order against the union. on the basis 
that it is illegal for public employees 
to strike. The workers contend. that 
they are not striking, just "withhold­
ing services." 

The Alameda. Central Labor Coun­
cil is distribu_ting a leaflet attacking 
the university for its antilabor pol­
icies. The leaflet states: 

Teach-in of over 2,000 held April 20 at the University of Brussels in 
Belgiu111.. 

"The universlty has maintained a 
pleasant facade in the· more than a 
year of what it calls bargaining· .... 
Run by regents, a governor and a 
president who have assumed abso-' 
lute power, the university this week 
presents the same face to ·the world 
as the captains of industry of the last 
century. Big industrial management . 
has learned the hard way that no 
matter how much power it has; it 
cannot stop its employees from or-

. ganizing, bargaining and withholding 
their labor as a last resort. 1t has 
learned that it cannot bar WiOrkers 
from union representation and union 
contracts to improve their pay and 
conditions. The university will learn 

tors, according to the April 26 In­
ternational Herald Trlbune, marched 
in Oslo, Norway, on April 24. This 
was the· second large Norwegian anti­
war action in the laet 10 days. More 
than 4,000 demonstrated at the Ameri­
can Embassy in Copenhagen, Den­
mark, on April 26. The Danish 
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ifornia at Berkeley StUdent Mobiliza­
tion Committee ( SMC) is organizing 
local moratorium activities for May 
4. At 10 a. m, in Pauley ·Ballroom, 
a commemorative meeting in hon­
or of the martyrs of Kent, Jackson, 
and Augusta will be held. Antiwar 
activists will then be sent into the com~ 

too." _ 
Union representatives have been in­

vit~ to speak at the city-wide mora­
torium rally on May 4. 

Uriioristo 
march on 
May4 
DETROIT, May 2-A news confer­
ence held here today to announce 
plans for·a May 4 picket line outside 
the Federal Building featured Tom 

_ Turner, president of the Metropolitan 
Detroit AFL-CIO Council; and Jim 
Lafferty, coordinator of the Detroit 
Coalition to End the War (DCEW) 
and a national coordinator of the Na­
tional Peace Action Coalition. 

The action is being cosponsored by 
the Detroit AFL-CIO and the DCEW. 
Last September the AFL-CIO in De­
troit organized a picket line of 7,000 
against the- war and the wage freeze. 
This is the first time, however, that 
it has formally cosponsored such an 
action with an antiwar group. 

One hundred thousanq leaflets print­
ed by the Detroit AFL-CIO have al­
ready been distributed, and another 
50,000 are being printed. 

The leaflets, which are going out 
under the name of both groups, are 
headed by the demands ·of "End the 
Wage Controls," "End Unemploy­
ment," and "End the 'War." The text 
of the leaflet reads as follows: 

"The Nixon administration in 1969 
promised to control inflation without 
an increase in unemployment. As a 
result of this original game plan we 
have suffered increases both in infla­
tion and unemployment. Now the Nix­
on administration's wage-price con­
t~:ols gouge the American people at 
the supermarket and squeeze them in 
the paycheck. We protest! 

"President Nixon promised in 1968 
that he would end the war in South­
east Asia. The war in Indochfua has 
again been escalated by the Nixon. 
administration. . . . 

"The American people can end this 
war. The American people can bring 
the troops hom(! and force the reallo­
cation of the war budget for jobs at 
a living wage for all. It is time that 
we all unite and tell the Nixon ad­
ministration that we have had enough. 
Joi_n us in a massive, peaceful picket· 
line at the Federal Building on May 
4." 

Minn. 
teachers 
By JIM CARSON 
MINNEAPOLIS- The state conven­
tion of the Minnesota Federation of 
Teachers, meeting April 21-22, voted 
by a 5-to-1 majority to condemn the 
war in Indochina. Labeling "the war, 
not wages," as "the major cause of 
spiraling inflation," the 300 assembled 
teachers charged that "Wage controls 
are an attempt by the Nixon admin­
istration to shift the burden of the war 
more heavily onto the backs of work­
ing people. . . . " 

The resolution had overwhelming 
support from the state executive board 
of the union. It called for the total · 
and immediate withdrawal of all U. S. 
forces- from Indochina and supported 
the peaceful and legal assemblies for 
peace called by the National Peace 
Action Coalition; including any called 
for the fall of 1972. 

In addition, the resolutio'n called 
upon AFT delegates to the next AFL­

. CIO convention to support this posi­
tion on the war. 

Communications between AFT af­
filiates in many st~tes have been 
opened in an effort to gain the great­
est possible support for this resolution 
at the AFT national convention, which 
will be held in St. Paul, Minn., in 
·August. 
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Origin of May 27 protest action on Africa 
The following are major excerpts from 
a speech given at the Washington, 
D. C., MUitant Labor Forum, April 
14, by Mark Smith, director of op­
erations of the African Liberation Day 
Coordinating Committee. The ALDCC 
has called for demonstrations in 
Washington, D. C., and San Francisco 
on May 27 to protest imperialist dom­
ination in Africa and show solidarity 
with the struggles of the oppressed 
people in Africa. He spoke along with 
Florene~ Tate, information coordina­
tor of the ALDCC, and Herman Fagg, 
the Socialist Workers Party candidate 
for D. C. congressional delegate. 

What I would like to do first is give 
everyone a little bit of background 
on the development of ALDCC, on 
the reasons that people have come 
together around this particular effort, 
and a little bit about the types of posi­
tions the group we're working with 
has taken on the question of southern 
Africa. 

The African Liberation Day Coor­
dinating Committee came about large­
ly as the result of a trip by Owusu 
Sadaukai, who is the head of Mal­
colm X Liberation University in 

North Carolina, to Mozambique 
last fall. In talks with leaders of 
FRELIMO (Mozambique Liberation 
Front) and other liberation organiza­
tions, they told him that along with 
things that a number of people have 
been doing in this country to support 
those movements- namely ra1smg 
money, medical supplies, and other 
immediate material aid- it would be 
of tremendous support to them if 
Black people in this country could 
come together and provide a political 
support group for those movements. 

So in the process of trying to put 
that kind of political support group 
together, we have tried to span as 
broad a cross section of the Black 
community's political beliefs as we 
possibly can. To illustrate that slight­
ly, I am going to briefly run through 
the names that are now on the nation­
al steering committee of ALDCC: 
Owusu Sadaukai is chairman; Broth­
er Ralph Abernathy; Kwadlo Olu Ak­
pan of the Pan-African Congress in 
Detroit; Imamu Baraka of the Com­
mittee For a Unified Newark; Julian 
Bond; H. Rap Brown; Angela Davis; 
Stokely Carmichael; Congressman 
John Conyers (D-Mich.); Congress-

Portuguese colonies of Guinea-Bissau, Angola, and Mozambiq1.1e, and 
adjoining countries. 

man Charles Diggs (D-Mich. ); Rosie 
Douglas of the Toronto Black Stu­
dent Union; Roy Innis of CORE; Jes­
sie Jackson of PUSH; Penny Jackson, 
whO is George Jackson's sister; Nel­
son Johnson of the Student Organi­
zation for Black Unity; Gene Locke 
~ Africans in America for Black 
Liberation from Houston; Doug 
Moore of the Black United Front in 
Washington; and George Wiley of the 
National Welfare Rights Organization. 

At this point there are two or three 
things that we consider to be our pri-

. mary objectives. The first is the mass­
ing of as many Black people as pos­
sible in Washington, D. C., and San 
Francisco, Calif., on May 27. The 
second is between now and that time 
the dissemination in whatever ways 
of information about the struggle in 
southern Africa through churches, 
through local PTAs, through school 
boards. 

One of the things we felt was veryj 
very important in talking about the 
question of southern Africa was to 
make certain positions clear so that 
they could not be coopted by the bar­
rage of propaganda that the South 
Africa government, the Rhodesian 
government, and the United States 
government have been putting out 
lately- most of which is in coopera­
tion with South Africa's new dialogue 
program. 

So we felt at first that it was neces­
sary to say to everyone that we talked 
to about African Liberation Day that 
in our minds the question in southern 
Africa was not one of apartheid, was 
not one of parliamentary participa­
tion in European-run governments, 
was not one of concessions granted 
through European-controlled state ap­
paratuses, but that the question in 
southern Africa was really who was 
going to control the land and who was 
going to control the distribution of 
goods and services. The question was 
essentially one of majority nlle, Af­
rican rule. 

And so we felt that that was one 
point it was very necessary to say, 
because in our opinion the South Af­
rican government is prepar~d to re­
linquish apartheid at any time if it 

fits into a larger, overall design to 
retain control of the state apparatus 
in South Africa. 

We also felt that it was very, very 
necessary to say that the United States 
government plays a large part in what 
is going on in southern Africa ... 
(that their) policy until this time has 
been very low key. And by that I 
mean that their involvement has not 
had the kind of profile that it has in 
Vietnam or even the Dominican Re­
public or a great many other areas. 

Their involvement has been first, 
on an economic plane, the support 
of those governments either by direct 
governmental aid or by loans made 
by banks or by industrial support 
through a number of U.S.· corpora­
tions that work there. Their other av­
enue of support has been supplying 
NATO with United States war ma­
terials. (Portugal is a member of 
NATO.) 

And because that policy has been 
very low key, we don't find very many 
people in this country who know 
about that. If you talk about 
FRELIMO being bombed by French 
planes and being shot at with bullets 
and shells that were made in the 
United States, most people have no 
knowledge of that because it's some­
thing that the United States govern­
ment tries to keep very quiet. 

So those are basically our a:ims 
and objectives. The continuation of 
ALDCC after May 27 is still up in 
the air. It is 9- decision that will be 
made by the steering committee. I 
would hope personally that after the 
27th people see fit to continue some­
thing of ·a coalition nature that be­
gins to propagandize Black people 

.in a popular kind of way-rather 
than a kind of screaming, ranting, 
raving kind of way- about first, the 
problems in southern Africa, and sec­
.ond, the interrelationships between 
those problems and the problems our 
people face in this country. 

(For information and literature, 
contact: African Liberation Day Co­
ordinating Committee, 2207 Four­
teenfh St. N. W., Washington, D. C. 
20009. Telephone: ·( 202) 462-3411.) 

NYC Black teachers hold convention 
By DERRICK MORRISON 
NEW YORK- Morethan300 teachers, 
students, and parents attended the first 
New York City convention of the Afri­
can-American Teachers Association 
(ATA). The convention, held April21-
23 at the Alexander Hamilton Voca­
tional and Technical High School in 
Brooklyn, was marked by discussion 
on two major topics. One was the 
struggle for Black control of Black 
education as it is manifested in com­
munity control of the public schools 
on the one hand, and the establishment 
of independent educational institutions 
on the.other. 

The second topic concerned the $1-
million law suit that has been filed 
against the ATA by the United Fed­
eratioh of Teachers, headed by Albert 
Shanker, in the name of four UFT 
members. 

The first topic was dealt with in 
addresses to the convention by Imamu 

'Amiri Baraka (Leroi Jones) of the 
Committee For a Unified Newark and 
Roy Innis of CO.RE (Congress of 
Racial Equality). Both speakers saw 
no contradiction between fighting for 
control of the public schools and or­
ganizing independent Black educa­
tional institutions. 

Baraka talked of the Newark Af­
rican Free School, an independent 
setup, and how it is used as a model 
in the struggle for control of the 
public schools. 
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The final speaker at the conven­
tion, Minister Louis Farrakhan, na­
tional spokesman for the Nation of 
Islam (or Black Muslims), expressed 
a preference Jor independent institu­
tions. Workshops during the conven­
tion were devoted to both approaches. 

One convention workshop dealt ex­
clusively with the UFT suit. The sui! 
arose out of two alleged meetings of 
the ATA at Junior High School 57 
on Feb. 16. On that day Black 
teachers in the school met twice, once 
in the morning and again-in the 
afternoon. Four white teachers sat in 
on the first meeting. But at the second 
meeting four other white teachers who 
tried to gain entrance were barred. 

Following the. incident, the four 
white teachers charged that they were 
subjected to "discrimination" on public 
property and sued the AT A for $1-
million in "damages." The white teach­
ers are using the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act as the basis for the suit. 

This use against Black people of 
a law that was ostensibly passed to . 
protect Black people is absurd. The 
suit is but another in a long train of 
abuses directed by the UFT against 
the advocates of Black control of 
Black education. This is illustrated 
in the actions of the UFT officialdom, 
which has provided the lawyers and 
other backing for the "aggrieved." The 
plaintiffs were apparently acting out 
of deliberate design and as provoc-

ateurs under the direction of the UFT 
bureaucrats. 

Thus the UFT leadership is once 
again on a collision course with the 
Black community. Given that the 
majority of the students in the New 
York City public schools are Black 
and Puerto Rican, the suit will ·not 
help the union win their support or 
that of their parents in the upcoming 
contract talks with the board of ed­
ucation. 

If the UFT wins the suit, the ATA 
stands to suffer irreparably. For the 
past three years the ATA has con­
ducted a college-placement program 
with funding from the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare. The 
aim of the program is to J:lelp students 
in the Brooklyn ghetto of Bedford­
Stuyvesant obtain admission to 
college. Also, during the past two 
years, the New York Urban Coalition 
has funded an AT A effort to recruit 
Black teachers to the New York school 
system. Both of these programs would 
go overboard if the UFT wins. 

But more than this,. the fundamen­
tal right of Black students and Black 
teachers to organize as Blacks would 
be placed in severe jeopardy; For this 
reason, the UFT suit is an attack on 
the whole Black liberation movement. 

The AT A is just beginning the pro­
cess of educating and mobilizing the 
community against the UFT suit. Th~ 
convention was part of this effort. 

Albert Vann, president of the 
African-American Teachers Associ­
ation. 



TO THE YWLL CONVENTION; 
Why socialists should not · 

support the Democratic Par.ty 
The following is an open letter from 
the National Exeeutive Committee of 
the Young Socialist Alliance to the 
delegates and participants attending 
the second national convention of the 
Young Workers Liberation League. 

At your second national convention, 
to be held in Chicago May 5-8, one 
of the main topics of discussion and 
decision will be the orientation of the 
Young Workers Liberation League to 
the 1972 elections. 

The quotation on this page from 
your magazine, Young Worker, sum­
marizes the approach that will be pro­
posed at your convention as opposed 
to the approach taken by the "Trotsky­
ites,~ i.e. the Young Socialist Alliance 
and the Socialist Workers Party. Es­
sentially the same position is outlined 
in the "Draft Resolution" 'prepared for 
your convention. 

Basically, the YWLL argues that 
the Young Socialist Alliance is sec­
tarian in . its refusal to support and 
work within the Democratic Party. 
You say there is a mass struggle go­
ing on between the "progressives" and 
the "reactionaries," led by "progressive 
candidates" in the Democratic party. 
Socialists, you assert, should be in 
the Democratic Party, participating in 
this struggle and preparing to lead 
a mass breakaway from that party. 

In addition, the YWLL says that 
since the YSA opposes the Democratic 
Party, we must also be opposed to 
united front struggles to win imme­
diate, democratic reforms, including 
representation for Black people and 
other oppressed nationalities. -

On a few points the YSA would 
agree with you. We agree that the 
Democratic and Republican parties 
are both "dominated and ·controlled 
by monopoly capital and can never 
be reformed." We also agree that the 
main goal of socialists should be to 
promote a mass break from the par­
ties controlled by big business. 

But although the YWLL claims to 
want to encourage American working 
people to break from the Democratic 
Party, your strategy is contradictory 
tO-that aim. 

First of all, when you say there is 
a mass struggle going on in the Demo­
cratic Party over issues like the war, 
racism, and the economy, you are 
wrong and help delude people about 
the real nature of the Democratic Par-
ty. 

The Democratic Party is not a mass 
party except in the sense that masses 
of Americans pull the lever for it on 
election day. It is not set up· to in­
volve those who vote for it in mak­
ing th~ decisions that determine its 
policies but rather to exclude or min­
imize their participation in and con­
trol over the party. 

The Democratic Party is also set 
up in a way that discourages or elim­
inates debate over issues. It is a vote­
catching machine that operates on the 
basis of personalities, favors, patron­
age, false promises, and corruption. 
The ITT scandal illustrates standard 
procedure not only for the Republi­
cans but for the Democrats as well. 

Onlike a labor party, where unions 
elect delegates and determine policy, 
the Democratic Party has-no' genuine 
mass base with decision-making pow­
er. 

By painting the Democratic Party 
as a mass party engaged in a se­
rious struggle over issues, the YWLL 
is misleading American youth and 
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helping to strenithen their illusiq_ns 
about the effectiveness of supporting 
the Democrats. 

What you are probably referring 
to when you speak of a "struggle" 
within the Democratic· Party is the 
emergence of such formations as the 
National Women's Political Caucus, 
the Youth Caucus, and the Black Con-

. gressional Caucus. 
These· caucuses are based on and 

appeal to the various independent 
· movements that have arisen in the 

1960s and are challenging the gov­
ernment ·policies of war, national op­
pression, and, oppression of women. 
Although they are primarily oriented 
toward the Democratic Party, there 
have been important discussions with­
in these caucuses over whether the 
Democratic Party can in fact repre­
sent their interests. And in these dis­
cussions the YWLL position puts you 
on the wrong side- the conservative 
side- telling these activists to continue 
supporting the Democratic Party. 

At the March 10-12 National Black 
Political Convention in Gary, Ind., 
for· example, a discussion took place 
on whether the 8,000 assembled Black 
people should break from the Demo­
cratic Party to form an all-Black pc).c· 
litical party based on and controlled 
by the Bla~ community. YWLL mem-

. bers at the Gary convention did not 
support forming an independent Black 
party. 

Black party 'divisive?' 
In the March 11 issue of the. Daily 

World, a newspaper reflecting the 
views of the Communist Party and 
the YWLL, Ted Bassett calls the idea 
of a Black party "divisive" and says 
it would "play into the hands of the 
white ruling class." At the same time, 
he praises the Congressional Black 
Caucus, the organization of Black 
Democrats in Congress, as ,the best 
vehicl_e for representing the interests _ 
of Black people in the elections. 

Similarly, support to the Democratic 
Party has come up for question within 
the Women's Political Caucus. At the 
March 10-12 ·statewide meeting of the 
Texas Women's Political Caucus, Chi­
canas proposed that the caucus sup­
port candidates of La Raza Unida 
Party, the independent Chicano party 
in Texas. The YWLL has never come 
out in support of an independent Chi­
cano party as the best strategy for 
Chicanos in the elections. Your po­
sition would put you on the side of 
the conservatives in this Texas worn~ 
en's convention- arguing for support 
to the Democratic Party. 

And what about the trade unions? 
While you are urging support to the 
Democratic Party, the YSA urges 
young workers to press their unions 
to quit giving their money and sup­
port to the Democrats, since virtually 
all the Democratic politicians have 
gone along with Nixon's wage con­
trols·. The YSA urges working people 
to launch their own party based on 
the trade unions. 

The fact is that the mass struggles 
occurring today are independent strug­
gles- in the streets, in the factories,· 
on the campuses- and they are di­
rected against the policies of war, 
class exploitation, and racist and sex­
ist oppression that have been main­
tained and enforced by the Demo­
crats and Republicans. 

It is becoming clearer to many ac­
tivists that independent action max­
imizes the impact and effectiveness of 

THE YWLL VIEW . 

"" 

" ... the Trotskyites have a one­
sided, mechanical view of the pro­
cess at work within the two party­
system, in particular the Demo­
cratic Party, and how revoltltion­
aries should relate to struggles 
within the Democratic Patty. 

"While it is true that the Demo­
cratic, __ as well as the Republican, 
Party is dominated and controlled 
by monopoly capital and can nev­
er be reformed, still millions of 
people today, including large num­
bers of Black people, workers, and 
youth, believe that change can be 
won by workh~g within the Demo­
-cratic Party. Hence there is a 
struggle going on within the Dem­
ocratic Party on the issues of war, 
racism, the economy, etc. This 
struggle moves in the direction of 
alienating the mass base of the 
Democratic ·Party from the reac­
tionary, monopoly forces which 
control it .... 

"When progressive candidates 
run within the Democratic Party 

any moyement. Liberal and conser: 
vative Democrats a1ike will bend fur­
ther to our demands if there is an 
independent movement pressuring 
them from the left thari they would 
if all 'diose for social change are in­
side the Democratic Party, trusting in 
those liberals as their leaders and re­
presentatives. 

The role of liberal Democrats, such 
as Bella Abzug:, Shirley Chisholm, ~on 
Dellums, George McGovern, and Rich­
ard Hatcher, has not been to lead the 
more radical supporters of the Dem­
ocrats in the direction of breaking with 
the Democratic Party, as the YWLL 
implies. Their role has been precisely 
the opposite: to attempt to ~onvince 
those who are becoming fed up with the 
Democratic Party to "give it one more 
chance." They· have served to hold back 
young people who. are beginning to 

and mobilize masses of people 
around issues that run counter to 
the interests of the· monopoly cor­
porations, they help to heighten 
the contradiction between the in­
terests of the masses that vote with 
the Democratic Party, and the in­
terests of those that control the 
Democratic Party. This helps lay 
the basis for a mass breakaway 
from the tWo monopoly-dominat­
ed parties. 

"But the Trotskyites, not seeing 
the importance pf the democratic 
struggles to improve the lives of 
the people, not seeing the impor­
tance of the struggle against rac­
ism and for Black representation, 
and seeing only their own narrow, 
sect-like party as the so[e alter­
native to the Democratic and Re­
publican Parties, oppose all gen­
uine united fronts and all steps 
toward electoral independence." 

[From the March 1972 Young 
Worker, published by the Young 
Workers Liberation Le!lgue. Eqt-
phasis in original.] ' 

tically nothing. In return, the Demo­
crats supported the Economic Stabi­
lization Act, which laid the basis for 
the wage freeze controls. · 

The truth is that the "progressives" 
and the "reactionaries" in the DemO:. 
cratic Party have more in common 
than they have differences because 
they are all committed to upholding 
the capitalist system .. This fact is il­
lustrated when the liberals get elected 
to office. They become part ··of the 
state apparatus that upholds the priv­
ileges and inequalities the capitalist. 
system is based on. For example, 
former mayor of Cleveland, Carl 
Stokes requested that the National 
Guard be called in against striking 
teamsters in 1970 and against the 
ghetto uprising in 1968. to uphold 
capitalist "lavy and order." 

Despite the miserable record of ·the 

YWLL leader Tony Monteiro (r.) with· Marilyn Markus of the YSA and 
Spencer Coxe of the ACLU at March 1 news conference protesting 
Pennsylvania's undemocratic election laws. The YSA would like more 
of such united actions. 

look for alternatives to the Democratic 
Party. And by supporting these lib­

. eral politicians, the YWLL is helping 
prevent, rather than further, a mass 

. breakaway from the Democratic Party. 
Labor officials have played the 

same role by urging trade unionists 
to keep giving the Democrats "another 
chance.~ After more than 30 years 
of support to the Democratic Party, 
what have the unions received? PraC-

Democrats, however, it is true that 
masses of Americans still have illu­
sions that Democratic politicians will 
bring about desired reforms. How then 
can we reach out to these people and 
encourage independent struggle for 
social.change? 

.The YWLL's advice is to join them 
in their support to the Democratic Party 
-thus contributing to the very illu­

Continued on page 22 
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Interview with deputy chief 
of· PRG delegation· in Paris 
A number of Americans in Paris met 
April 25 with Nguyen Van Tie~, the 
deputy chief of the ProvisiOitru Rev­
olutionary Government of South Viet­
nam's delegation to the Paris peace 
talks. The following account of the 
exchange that took place was provided 
to The Militant by Diana Johnstone, 
one of the participants in the meeting. 
The Americans' questions are in bold­
face. 

How important do you consider it to 
defeat Nixon in the elections? 

Nguyen Van Tien: The presidential 
elections are an internal problem of 
the United States. What we pay at­
tention to in an election period is pub­
lic opinion-whether public opinion 
has any impact. In regard to Viet­
nam, the policy of Johnson the Demo­
crat and Nixon the Republican are not 
very different, and the policy of the 
two parties are not very different from 
each other. We do not have any il­
lusions about the coming election cam­
paign. It is only rumor that says that 
Vietnamese have put their hopes on 
the coming election. My opinion is that 
the most important factor is public 
opinion, and whether the president, Re­
publican or Democrat, must take pub­
lic opinion into account. 

Don't you think Madame (Nguyen 
Thi) Binh's (PRG -Minister of Foreign 

.-Affairs) letter to members of Congress 
could produce a backlash? 

Nguyen Van Tien: Our problem is 
just to inform the Americr 1 people 
and their representatives of e reality 
in our country. We desire an early 
end to the war and so do a certain 
number of members of Congress. So 
we call on them to act in that direction 
for the good of the American as well 
as tlie Vietnamese people. We show 
our gpod will. It is natural that the 
White House should react. Pro-Nixon 
congressmen reacted, and this is not 
hard to understand. It indicates that 
the White House is afraid of public 
opin1on in th~ U.S. and in Congress. 

Representatives (Bella) Abzug (D­
N.Y.) and (Patsy) Mink (D-Hawaii) 
recently met with Madame Binh. Do 
you think such meetings are useful, 
and if so, how? . 

Nguyen Van Tien: It is useful because 
the discussion contributes to· an under­
staJ!,ding of each other's points of view. 
And we can 'explain the situation in 
our country,_ which they often do not 
understand clearly. It is not their fault 
that they do not understand-it is the 
fault of the Nixon administration, 
which covers. and systematically dis­
forts reality. The propaganda ma­
chine is in the hands of the adminis­
tration and serves their aims. Nixon's 
policy has been "Vietnamization," and 
the aim of the propaganda has been 
to convince people that "Vietnamiza­
tion is working." Some Americans, of 
course, have seen through this but 
could not be heard over the noise of 
the propaganda machine. Even if af­
ter meeting with us, members of Con­
gress still do not have a very realistic 
view, they then have at least been in­
formed by another logic, another way 
of seeing things. Thus, these meetings 
are useful to some extent. 

What are the aims of the current of­
fensive? Why this timing? 

Nguyen Van Tien: The U.S. propa­
ganda portrays the- uprising of the 
masses in an unreal way. They 
suggest big demonstrations in the 
cities as an uprising of the masses, 
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and nothing else. This is to mislead 
opinion, so th~t if this doesn't hap­
pen then there is no uprising of the 
masses. Now the situation in South 
Vietnam is very different from the sit­
uation a·riywhere else in the world. 
At the moment when the Saigon re­
gime is in its death throes and the 
U. S. is ready to act in a demented 
way, demonstrations in cities are un­
wise- the U. S. might drop bombs 
and kill many people. Big-demonstra­
tions against the war can take place 
now in the United States. In South 
Vietnam, mass uprising is taking place 
in the following form: the people in 
villages and hamlets rise up and 
smash the control mechanism of Sai­
gon and win back contr9l village by 
village, hamlet by hamlet. That is 
happening now in South Vietnam. 
Nixon and Saigon are very afraid of 
this situation and, perhaps because 
of their fear, are not speaking about 
it. But the press has mentioned it. 
The heavily populated areas in the 
Mekong Delta and the coastal plains 
now have favorable conditions to rise 
up and free themselves. U. S.-ARVN 
must deploy almost all their forces 
in the battle areas, on the three fronts 
in Quangtri province, Binhlong prov­
ince, and the central highlands. This 

Walter Lippmann 

L.A. April 22 Out Now rally. Ngu­
yen Van Tien stresses need for 
large U.S. antiwar actions to an­
swer Nixon's new escalation of the 
war in Southeast Asia. 

provides the people in the Mekong 
Delta and the coastal plains with fa­
vorable conditions to chase out the 
Saigon control units, and the situa­
tion there is changing greatly. Con­
cerning speculation as to the inten­
tion to capture a city- to set up a 
PRG capital, it is as one·of you sug­
gested-the U.S. i~ i~posing on us 
false aims il). prder to be a}?le to say 
later that we did not succeed in that 
aim. That is just a stupid sort 1 of 
psychological war, unfortunately of­
ten applied by the U. S. We have never 
declared the capture of any city or 
town as our aim. Nixon does not 
even know our aims. This offensive 
is just a continuation of our fight 
beginning with the landing of U.S. 
forces in Vietnam. Of course there are 
periods of step-up and periods of ap-­
parent lull. This is just part of· our 
struggle for a peaceful, independent, 
democratic, and neutral South Viet­
nam. Our specific. purpose is to ad­
vance the struggle for that goal. As 
to timing- the struggle will be stepped 
up whenever there are favorable con­
ditions. As usual, you will notice, the 
oTfensive takes place in the ·dry sea­
son. 

What about the danger of commando 
raids, mining Haiphong harbor, or 
the use of ta_ctical nuclear weapons? 

Nguyen Van -Tien: I think you are 
well' aware of the policy pursued by 
Nixon. He is a president who has 
made a lot of military adventures. 
That is why we do not exclude any 
possibility of military adventure com­
ing from Nixon. We have to be, pre­
pared for all possibilities. But we are 
sure of one thing: Nixon cannot re­
trieve his situation even by recourse 
to the worst. And I think the Amer­
ican people will take active measures 
to stay Mr. Nixon's hand. Americans 
also share responsibility in this re­
gard. 

But what about nuclear weapons? 
Ho'Y can you prepare. • • ? 

Nguyen Van Tien: At present, the tac­
tical nuclear weapon is used as a 
threat. But as I told you, the Viet­
namese people are not frightened by 
such a threat. Such a threat cannot 
weaken the will of our people. 

What about students' and workers' 
strikes and demonstrations in the 
cities? 

Nguyen Van Tien: The students in 
the cities are working in a very dif­
ficult situation. Recently there have 
been very large demonstrations in 
Hue and Danang. The students in 
3aigon are carrying out a continuous 
struggle in many ways. But very 
many people are arrested. About 50 
leaders of the student movement are 
jailed. Students know that in the pres­
ent situation tlrey face even harsher re­
pression. That is why there is a cer­
tain limit to big demonstrations and 
strikes, and people are resorting to 
other fortns of political protest. Peo­
ple are creating the conditions for fu­
ture steps of, the struggle. They will 

-turn out in large numbers when the 
conditions are favorable. 

Although the two American parties 
are much the same, don't you think 
that some of the candidates for the 
Democratic nomination, notably Mc­
Govern, are better than the others? 

Nguyen Van Tien: Of course people 
have different ,opinions on how to end __ 
fhe war. Basically, their point of view 
and policy are not very different from 
each other. Tactically, there may be 
some difference, but basically their line 
is not very different. 

What do the South Vietnamese people 
think about, and what is the PRG 
reaCtion -to, Nixon's visits to China 
and Russia? 

Nguyen Van Tien: In the, present con­
ditions, we have to think about this, 
but we are busy with the war. We 
make no open expression on this mat­
ter at this time. 

Is it going to take another Dienbien­
phu to get the U.S. out? -

Nguyen Van Tien: At present, when 
our offensive is developing very fa­
vorably, we are asking the U.S. to 
come back for a peaceful solution, 

. on the reasonable )lnd realistic basis 
of the seven points. We launched the 
offensive to reach the goals set forth 
in the seven·· points. We don't want 
another Dienbienphu if we can avoid 
it. The best ·and most honorable way 
for Nixon to get out of the war is 
to accept the_ severr points. 

Corona 
speaks in 
Tijuana 
on l!illegal 
I. ' a 1ens --

By MARIO T. GARCIA 
TIJUANA, Mexico·-At a news con­
ference here on April 8, several Chi­
cano organizations based in Califor­
nia explained their views on "illegal 
aliims." At issue is state and federal 
legislation designed to punish em­
ployers of undocumented Mexican 
workers and to deport such_ workers. 
The main speaker was Bert Corona 
of CASA (Centro de Acci6n Social 
Aut6nomo- Autonomous Social Ac­
tion Center). 

The purpose of the news ·conference 
was to reach the 10,000 Mexican 
"green carders" who cross daily into 
California to work. Because of their 
unfamiliarity with English and the im­
migratioJ,l laws, these Mexicans are 
victims of discrimination and harass­
ment by employers and immigration 
officials. 

Corona explained that the h-arass­
ment of Mexicans in the U. S. and 
along the linia-the border-is not 
new. It has gone on for many years, 
as has the protrayal by the mass 
media in· the U. S. of the_ Mexican 
as an inferior person, which has 
caused Chicanos to hav.e an "identity 
problem." · 

Corona pointed out how racism is 
used in the U.S. to keep Mexicans 
"in their place" and to put Anglos 
in positions of: superiority. He put 
the blaine on the capitalist system in 
both the U. S. and Mexico. That is 
why Mexico is so bad off, Corona 
insisted, not because Mexicans are in-
ferior. · 

U.S. corporations use Mexican im­
migrants as a massive source of cheap 
labor, Corona said, and these same 
rums use Mexico as an area for the 
exploitation of raw materials. 

But the capitalist system is under 
severe pressure, as can be seen in 
its inability to defeat the Vietnamese 
people. The war and such projects 
as the space program, Corona went 
on, "have not worked the ~ay the 
capitalists desired." Instead of blaming 
the capitalist system for the economic 
downturn, they put the blame on the 
"illegal aliens" from Mexico. 

"They can no longer sell us this 
lie," Corona stated. - Chicanos and 
Mexican nationals in the U.S. are 
organizing to defend their legal rights 
to live and work in the _ U. S. The 
march of several thousand Chicanos 
and Mexicans in Los Angeles on 
March 4 to protest the deportation 
of "undocumented Mexicans" is proof 
of this. 

Corona cautioned against the legis­
lation sponsored by Democratic Sen­
ator Edward Kennedy of Massachu­
setts. Kennedy's law would have the 
effect of "federalizing" California's Dix­
on Arnett law, declared unconstitution­
al by a California supreme court in 
February. The Dixon Arnett law pro­
hibited employers from hiring undocu­
mented workers. Kennedy and other 
Democrats,- as well as Republicans, 
will attempt to "trick us," Corona ex­
plained. Kennedy will come to Cal­
ifornia, and even to Mexico, and ex­
plain that his legislation will benefit 
Chicanos. "This is nothing but a trick, 
and Chicanos- and the Mexican press 
should confront Kennedy with it!" 

Corona concluded by saying that 
a new mecha (match) has_ been light­
ed that will unify all Mexicans on both 
sides of the Zinia, for they must unite 
to fight the common enemy. 
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Moscow's treacherous Indochina POliCY 
By DICK ROBERTS 
MAY 2- Speaking to tens of thou­
sands of Russians at the May Day 
celebration in Moscow May 1, Soviet 
President Nikolai V. Podgorny de­
nounced U. S. aggression in Indochina 
and pledged .support to the Indo-
chinese Communists. ... 

At the same time the prestigious So­
viet monthly academic magazine 
U. S. A published an article looking 
forward to President Nixon's visit to 
Moscow scheduled for· May 22. New 
York Times reporter Theodore Sha-· 
bab commented, "The article in U. S. A. 
magazine, in effect setting the stage 
for President Nixon's visit, was intend­
ed to show that Moscow would not 
let the developments in Vietnam stand 
in the way of agreements with Wash­
ington on other major issues." 

And while Moscow was taking these 
contradictory public stands on the 
war, it apparently arranged in secret 
meetings 'With Nixon's top diplomatic 
envoy, Henry Kissinger, for renewed 
Paris negotiations between Washing­
ton and Hanoi. Meanwhile, there have 
also been reports that Moscow is step­
ping up its military aid to North Viet­
nam, as minimal as that is. 

What is Moscow really tryihg to do? 
As perplexing as these movements ap­
pear on the sudace, they are the logi­
cal consequences of Moscow's overall 
strategy of "peaceful coexistence." This 
two-faced policy stems from the . two­
sided character of the Moscow regime 
itself. 

·On the one hand, the Soviet bureau­
cracy defends the nationalized proper­
ty relations that resulti:d from the 1917 
Russian Revolution.· As the head of the 
world's most powerful noncapita1ist 
state, they must also give the appear­
ance of supporting revolutions in oth­
er countries. On the other hand, the 

-privileged bureaucracy under the lead­
ership of Stalin usurped power from 
the Soviet Union's revolutionary lead­
ership in the 1920s, during a period 
of intense isolation and demoraliza-
tion. 

These parasitic bureau~rats are of 

a far different stripe from the revolu­
tionists who toppled the Czar. In place 
of the international revolutionary strat­
egy of Lenin and Trotsky, the Stalin­
ist regime has adopted a narrow, self,· 
seeking strategy aimed at curtailing 
the world revolution in order to curry· 
favor with imperialism.' 

A case in point was the 1954 Geneva 
Conference, which partitioned Viet­
nam. In this conference Moscow (and 
Pekfng) played leading roles in per­
suading the Vietminh to accept a divi­
'sion of Indochina. Even though the 
revolutionists were close to toppling 
French rule, they were forced to allow 
world imperialism to maintain influ­
ence over the southern part of the 
country. This division of the land 
paved the way for Washington's es­
tablishment of the puppet regim.e in 
Saigon and the later reescalation ot 
the counterrevolutionary war. 

At Geneva, Moscow and Peking bar­
tered with the gains of the Vietn~mese 
revolution in order to assuage the 
imperialist powers. Their respective 
delegates ·to Geneva, Molotov and 
Chou En-lai, settled for regroupment 
zones that left the colonial butchers in 
control of the -south. The result, of 
Geneva was two-sided. It left the rev­
olution in power in Hanoi, but it de­
nied victory to the . Vietnamese revo­
lution as a whole. This is the contra­
dictory logic of "peaceful coexistence." 

Kissinger's trip 
Christian Science Monitorcorrespon~ 

dent Joseph.. C. Harsch made an un­
usually ,~candid observation on \he 
pre'sent-day realities of "peaceful coexis­
tence" between Moscow and Washing-

. ton on April 29. "The safe, almost 
routine, return of Henry Kissinger 
from Moscow to Washington this past 
week unQ.erlines a point we have no­
ticed before about the emerging shape 
of the new post-cold-war world," said 
Harsch. "It is the tolerance of the great 
powers for damage done to their 
clients. 

"American bombs dropped . on or 
around Hanoi and Haiphong have 

put a chill on Moscow-Washington re­
lations, but not enough to interfere 
with plans for Mr. Nixon's trip to 
Moscow. 

"We presume that it would be a very 
different matter if Washington were 
trying to overthrow the regime in Ha­
noi. But since this is a reprisal for an 
offensive launched from North Viet­
nam against the American client to 
the south, Moscow makes appropriate 
noises but, like Peking, does not break 
off relations with the United States in 
protest." 

Harsch is either ignorant or deliber­
ately falsifying the record when he 
pronounces this as "new" to the "post­
cold-war world." It was expressed by 
the Geneva Accords in 1954. The Pen­
tagon papers show that Washington's 
entire escalation of the attack on 
Southeast Asia following Geneva took 
place within a framework determined 
by probing how far it .could go before 
either Moscow or Peking would make 
a significant intervention on behalf 
of the Vietnamese revolutionists. The 
pitifully low levels of military and 

. economic aid supplied to Hanoi were 
dismissed as insufficient to deter Wash­
ington's attack. 

Nevertheless, without meaning to do 
it, Harsch's remarks amount to a dev­
astating critique of Moscow's policies. 
"South Vietnam," he stated, "has been 
Washington's 'property' for 17 years, 
and that too confers rights, even to 
dropping bombs on the other person 
trying to take that prop.erty away. 

"The 1retaliatio~ may be embarrass­
ing in both Moscow and Peking. It 
may be deplored and resented. But 
it does not seriously disturb the tenor 
of great-power relations." 

Who benefits from this policy of 
"peaceful coexistence?" The reason 
Moscow "deplores" the renewed esca­
lation goes beyond mere embarrass­
ment ~t Washington's ability to es­
callite lhe counterrevolutionary war. 
There are, Soviet ships in the Hai­
phong harbor. ·Not only have Mos­
cow's policies failed to stem the mas­
sive U. S. attack on Indochina, they 

have failed to all-eviate ·the danger 
of world war, which is supposed ~o 
be the whole point of "peaceful co­
existence." Will a new indignant speech 
by Podgorny be sufficient to answer 

· the mining or bloCkade of the port 
of Haiphong artd the destruction of 
Soviet ships, if Nixon takes this step, 
which his renewed bombing. policies 
clearly threaten? 

It hardly needs to be stated that 
the Vietnamese people themselves,_ the 
victims of seven years of murderous 
bombing, are also the victims of · 
"peaceful coexistence." 

Only Washington benefits from 
"peaceful coexistence." President Nix­
on's ability to reescalate the air war 
in North Vietnam, the bombing of 
Hanoi and Haiphong, with its im­
plicit threat of world war, is ·the clear­
est proof of the bankruptcy of this 
narrow, bureaucratic policy. 

To the question raised earlier-what 
is Moscow really up to?-the prob­
able answer was given in the top­
secret memorandum of the Nixon ad­
ministration revealed April 25. This 
document noted in 1969 that "the So­
viets have employed their influence 
over Hanoi in a generally construc­
tive direction both as to timing and 
substance. From all indications they 
will continue to stake out tough Ha­
noi bargaining positions, to explore 
U. S. thinking and, whenever they con­
sider it warranted, to utilize their lev­
erage upon Hanoi in measured, high­
ly selective and carefully 'timed fash­
ion." 

In other words, while continuing to 
support the revolutionists with min­
imal military and economic aid, Mos­
cow will search for avenues of ne­
gotiation and ways of pressuring Ha­
noi into agreeing to a new settlement. 
They would like to get the embar­
rassing. revolution out of the way and 
get on with consolidating the balance 
of world power. 

The farthest thing from their minds 
is a meaningful defense of the Viet­
namese revolution. 

The Militant gets around ... 
TilE MILITANT HAS NOW RECEIVED A TO­
TAL OF 1,484 RENEWALS THIS· SPRING, 
almost 5 per,cent of the 32,580 subscribers from 
last fall's subscription drive. Last week was of­
ficially the final week in this spring's renewal 
drive, although renewals will continue to come 
in through the mail. 

In the last 14 weeks 'rhe Militant has also 
received 2,240 new 10-week, 38 new six-month, 
and 251 new one-year subscriptions. 

This spring's renewal dove was an experiment 
for The Militant. It was designed to enq,ble Mil­
itant representatives to talk to people about the 
'72 Socialist Workers Party election campaign, 
to spread the word about the antiwar, abortion, 
and other actions this spring, and generally to 
gauge subscribers' response to .The Militant af­
ter reading it for 10 weeks. 

Areas that started early and systematically 
organized teams to visit groups of subscribers 
found that although they had difficulties locating 
people who had moved or were not home, many 
of those subscribers they talked to responded 
positively. In addition, the teams found room­
mates, neighbors, and friends of subscribers who 
were interested in discussing· radical politics and 
subscribing to The Militant. / 
_ The renewal . camPa-ign presented the opportu­
nity of introducing the ·International Socialist 
Review to Militant readers, who were often eager 
to sub~cribe to the ISR bec'ause they liked The 
Militant. Renewals to the ISR this spring totaled 
399, or more than 10 percent of the 3,325 sub­
scribers from last fall. The ISR also gained 327 
new three-month, 134 new six-month, and 160 
new one-year subscribers this spring. 

One of the most tangible results of the renewal 
drive was the number of SWP campaign endor­
sers obtained. Hundreds of people signed cards 
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endorsing the Linda Jenness-Andrew _Pulley cam­
paign as a result of having Militant representa­
tives visit them, and hundreds more indicated an 
interest in -I"eceiving more informatfon about the 
campaign. 

When a team of supporters from Atlanta went 
to the University of South Carolina, for example, 
they were able to find only one subscriber at 
home (who rt!newed). But in the process of can­
vassing the ~ampus, they signed up more than 
30 people as endorsers of the campaign. Simi­
larly, as a result of renewal teams there are now 
about 15 Young Socialists for Jenness and Pulley 
at the University of Georgia and West Georgia 
College who are building the antiwar and abor­
tion movements there. 

From the Oakland/Berkeley area, which is at 
the top of the renewal-drive scoreboard, renewal­
drive directors John Naubert and Christopher 
Rayson write, "It is fair to say that we have 
made an impact. In the course of the drive we 
got out hundreds of pieces of campaign litera­
ture. Toward the end a lot of April 2_2 leaflets 
were distributed. . . . For· many subscribers in the 
region, we are the only radical tendency they 
know of." 

ANTIWAR COVERAG.E RESULTS IN SALES 
AT UAW CONVENTION: During the United 
Auto Warders convention held in Atlantic City, 
N.J., April 23-28, 136 Militants and 12 copies 
of the International Socialist _Review were sold. 
Salespeople report that the majority of Militants 
were sold on the basis of its coverage of the war 
in Vietnam. Syd Stapleton, who sold more than 
60 · Militants, reports that the Black delegates 
were especially attracted by articles on the Na­
tional Black' Political Convention and the Angela 
Davis trial. Twenty-three copies of the pamphlet 

' 

"The Wage-Price Freeze Swindle" by Les Evans 
and Linda Jenness were also sold. 

THE MILITANT GETS TO EAST NASSAU 
AND TABOR CITY: We received a bundle or­
der from East Nassau, N.Y. and one from Ta­
bor City, N.C. this week. The one from Tabor 
City was accompanied by the following letter: 
"I've recently located near the Carolina beaches 
and hope with great effort that I can distribute 
The Militant thoroughly. I guess you hear little 
from North Carolina, but I hope to draw much. 
attention for the socialist movement. I hope to 
order a larger bundle of Militants in the near 
future, but for now, send me 25 each week." 

- -NANCY COLE 
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Where the socialist 
candidates stand= 

On pollutiOn 
The following represents the views of ernment pours our tax money into through drastic changes in U.S. pro­
Li~da Jenness and Andrew Pulley, the creating even greater instruments of duction affecting the whole economy. 
1972 presidential and vice-presidential calculated destruction for use in Viet­

_ Important concessions can certainly 
be won, howeve:t;, prior to the vic­
tory of socialism. A powerful struggle 
could- as the antiwar movement has candidates of the Socialist Workers 

Party. 
nam and possibley elsewhere. This 
country and the world are constantly 
threatened by stockpiles of nerve gas, 
deadly germs, nuclear bombs, nuclear 
wastes, and by nuclear tests like the 

The control of productive facilities 
and Technological advances must be done- force the government to bend 
taken out of the hands of the indi- · 

at least somewhat to the demands of The growing crisis of pollution and 
destruction of our environment is one 
of· the clearest proofs of the need for 
socialism in order to prevent the com- one E!i Amchitka. . ·· ' 

plete d-isintegration of human society. Capitalism has created continuous 
The capitalist system is based on technological innovation, constantly 

naked plunder and exploitation for revolutionizing and automating the 
profits. By its very nature, this system methods of production. It has de­
cannot plan for or provide the needs of veloped complex international eco­
society as a whole. nomic ties, making people and indus-

Industrial wastes choke our air. Our tries interdependent on one another. 
food is contaminated with mercury and But control of this powerful tech­
other poisons. We are slowly being nology and productive potential rests 
poisoned by chemicals used in pest- in the hands of private owners, such 
icides, cosmetics and toiletries, and as the Rockefellers, Morgans, duPonts, 
detergents. We are bombarded with etc. This means that economic de­
noise, lying commercials, and ugly cisions are made on the basis of 
billboards. We are sold products de- private-profit considerations, not social 
signed for quick obsolescence.· Slum concerns. 
children are poisoned by lead paint. Individual capitalists will not vol­
Oil spills contaminate our oceans and untarily carry out antipollution mea­
shorelines. · sures because such programs are an 

Scientists know that the long-term expense that would cut into their prof­
effects of many current industrial prac- its. When they are forced to adopt 
tices can be disastrous. Some say the antipollution measures in a particular 
disruption of natural· chemical bal- plant or industry, it helps alleviate the 
ances by capitalist production is ap- problem. But this is· insufficient for 
pro aching "a point of no return," totally solving it. 
when it will be too late to reverse Full protection of our environment 
these processes. and of the lives and health of the 

On top of everything else, the gov- masses of people can-only be achieved 

vidual capitalJsts and taken over by 
the working people. 

Social ownership and democratic 
control of industry rather than pri­
vate ow~ership would mean that: 1) 
economic decisions could be made 
solely on the basis of what is best 
for all people; and 2) the entire econ­
omy of this country (and of the 
world, under a world socialist system) 
could be rationally . planned· in such 
a way that the raw materials and waste 
products of each sector of the economy 
could be coordinated in an efficient, 
nonpolluting manner. This will be nec­
essary to prevent harmful disruption 
of the earth's ecological balance. 

There is no reason why the tremen­
dous technology that is now used to 
send people to the moon cannot be 
used to create a beautiful world for 
human beings- a world not threatened 
by instruments of nuclear, biological, 
or chemical warfare; a world with 
pleasant, uncrowded housing arrange­
ments; a world with pure air, oceans, 
and streams; a world with fast, clean 
mass transportation available to ev­
erybody. This is part of what social­
ism is all about 

the majority, who are fed up with the 
ugliness, disease, and inhuman con­
ditions bred by this system. 

The Socialist Workers Party believes 
that the following must be demanded as 
immediate first steps to curb the pol­
luters: 

1) A comprehen;ive federal law re­
qmrmg that all industries put into 
practice the most effective methods de­
veloped at the present time to reduce 
polluting effects of production. This 
law must have teeth- a system of in­
spection by .elected representatives of 
working people and a 100 percent 
tax on profits of offenders. 

2) Divert funds from military spend­
ing into research and development of 
effective antipollution measures. 

3) No .federal contracts to polluters. 
4) Existing mass public transport­

tation systems should be made fr!:e 
and should be enlarged to meet the 
needs of residents of every city. 

5) Expropriatio:g of any industries 
that refuse to comply with antipollu­
tion standards. These industries should 
then be run as public facilities under 
democratic management by those who 
work there. · 

German Trotskyists on Argentine kidnapping 
The following. statement on the kid- the fourth International) was particu-
napping and killing-of Oberdan Sallu- larly hard hit. This organization, 
stro, the general manager of the along with several others, saw itself· 
Argentine division of Fiat, and the confronted with an almost insur-
assassination of the Argentine general, mountable problem: the alternative of 
Juan Carlos s6:nchez, appeared in the either being rapidly liquidated, or of 
April issue of Was Tun, the West Ger- winning such a broad mass base that 
man monthly publication of the Rev- · class solidarity could protect it. 
olutionar-Kommunistischen Jugend Since legal revolutionary trade-
(Revolutionary Communist Youth), a union work was almost excluded and 
sympathizing organization of the time was pressing, it was decided to 
Fourth International. The translation attempt to win the sympathy of the 
is by The Militant. masses through bold, and hopefully 
Argentina has yet to settle down since stimulating, revolutionary actions. 
the workers' uprising in Cordoba i~ The ERP ( Ejerito Revolucionario 
the autumn of 1969. During these del Pueblo- Revolutionary People's 
events, and following them, the whole Army), founded by the PR T, had al-
political scene was transformed. On the ready successfully kidnapped the Brit-
one hand,' the limitations of the tra- ish consul, Stanley Sylvester, last year 
ditional workers organizations (par- and- through distribution of large-
ticularly the CGT [Confederacion Gen- quantities of food, school materials, 
eral del Trabajo- General Confedera- etc., won by this action- it had won a 
tion of Labor]) became clear. On the certain sympathy in Rosario. These ac-
other, the military regime was unable, tions were continued through various 
despite its initial successes following brilliantly organized bank robberies. 
the 1966 coup, to overcome the eco- The Argentine comrades now hoped 
nomic problems. to strengthen class solidarity and thus 

In this situation the revolutionaries effectively counter the repression 
were able to achieve important sue- through a new spectacular action. 
cesses last year in the trade-union elec- On March 21 the ERP kidnapped 
tions (at Fiat in COrdoba), strength- the General Manager of the Argentine 
ening their roots in SITRAC-SITRAM Fiat, Sallustro, and demanded the lib-
[Sindicato de Trabajadores de Con- eration of many imprisoned members 
cord-'- Concord Workers Union; Sindi- and leaders of- the SITRAC and 
cato de Trabajadores de Materfer- SITRAM trade unions, the withdraw-
Matel'fer Workers Union (two unions al of police units from the plant, dis-
in the automobile industry)]. tribution of school materials with a 

The regime replied with brutal re- value of $1-million, liberation of 200 
pression: More than 50 union leaders revolutionaries, and the publication 
were arrested, hundreds of revolution- of ERP communiques. 
aries were thrown in prison and mur- But the situation was no longer the 
dered, and in Fiat in particular, hun- same as in 1971. Only in very par-
_dreds of workers were fired. ticular ·situations are such commando 

The PR T (Partido Revolucionario actions capable of strengthening the 
de los Trabajadores- Revolutionary self-confidence of the masses and their 
Workers Party, Argentine section of readiness to struggle. By their very 
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nature such actions evoke the sym­
pathy and perhaps support of the 
masses, but exclude participation by 
the masses. The masses are really 
reduced to the role of spectators. 

If such actions were successful under 
particular c;onditions in· Uruguay, the 
conditions in Argentina were much 
more unfavo~able because the repres­
sion had drastically increased since 
the kidnapping of Sylvester, and the 
ties of the armed vanguard to the 
·:tasses had thus been loosened. 

nt m res 
following kidnapping of Sallustro. 

The ERP was surely aware that in 
this situation the execution [of 
Sallustro] would not be understood 
by broad layers of the population. 
This realization, and the hope 

· of achieving an agreement with Fiat, 
led the ERP to delay carrying out 
the execution order. However, when 
they had been tracked down they had 
little choice but· to shoot Sallustro and 
flee. 

A life and death struggle was then 
underway. It is thus clear why another 
commando of the ERP shot General 

Sanchez shortly thereafter. He was the 
hardest and the most brutal. of those 
who tracked down revolutionaries. He 
had controlled the 2nd Military Dis­
trict (Rosario-Tucuman) since 1970. 
He turned to .-brutal and escalating 
repressive measures after the kidnap­
ping of Sylvester, earning the hatred 
of the inhabitants of- Rosario, _partic­
ularly the slum dwellers and the "im­
migrants" from North Argentina and 
Uruguay. 

The repression struck at every op­
positionist. Sanchez accused priests of 
betraying ~he church and had 4 7 of 
them arrested in September alone. Ro­
sario became "the capital of torture." 
Toward the end of last year he could 
boast of having "put out of action" 
85 percent of the guerrillas. 

Thus the regime has been able to 
prevent a fusion of the vanguard with 
the masses /-on the one hand through 
the complete physical elimination of 
large parts of the vanguard, and on 
the other hand, through the smother­
ing of a new Cordobazo (in Mendoza) 
[refers to recent strikes in Mendoza]. 
In this situation it is fully possible 
that a new military putsch (similar 
to that of 1966) will take place in the 
next few months, and the working 
class stands powerless before this dan-
ger. 

The miserable failure of the attempt 
of the bureaucratic CGT to launch a 
general strike in Mendoza, and the 
effect on the workers of the decision 
to temporarily delay the prfce 
increases (particularly of electricity) 
shows what a great intimidation and 
confusion prevails in the Argentine 
working class today. The partial suc­
cess (liberation of some trade-union 
leaders, replacement of a governor) 

Continued on poge 22 



What is M~ Da'Y'! 
By CAROLINE LUND 
Most Americans today probably think 
of May Day as some sort of Com­
munist holiday that doesn't have 
much to do with them. The fact is that 
May Day originated in a momentous -
struggle of the American labor move­
ment for the eight-hour day. The tra­
ditions of May Day belong especially 
to the American working class and 
are particularly pertinent today. 

The eight-hour movement cul­
minated in a nationwide general strike 
called for May 1, 1886. Although the 
strike was not totally effective, it had 
a tremendous impact, and won sig­
nificant concessions for working peo­
ple. It paved the way for winning 
national legislation for the eight-hour 
day. 

The movement for the shorter work­
week arose following the Civil War 
during a time of tremendous indus­
trialization, expansion of the working 
class, and worsening of working con­
ditions. Although the government did 
not keep statistics at the time, the 
Knights of Labor estimated that un­
employment reached between 1.5 and 
2 million in 1885. 

It was in this context that an up­
surge of the eight-hour movement in 
1886 occurred. Workers felt that a 
shorter workweek would reduce un­
employment (the standard workweek 
then was 10 hours a day or 60 per 
week) and would. give them a more 
just compensation for what they 
produced. 

The g_oal of the eight-hour move­
ment of the 1880s was a united, na­
tional movement involving all unions, 
unorganized workers, and political 
groups- despite their many dif­
ferences on other questions- as well 
as support from the general popula-
tion. ·· 

At its 1884 convention, the Feder­
ation of Organized Trades and La­
bor Unions of the United States and 
Canada officially launched a move­
ment for the eight-hour day. During 
the year preceding May 1, 1886, 
unions were to prepare for a general 
strike through mass educational meet­
ings, demonstrations, and nego­
tiations with employers. 

Some conservative trade-union of­
ficials, such as Terence Powderly of 
the Knights of Labor, resisted this 
strategy. Powderly counterposed leg­
islative action as the way to win a 
shorter workweek. In addition, con­
servative and more militant workers 
were divided over whether the shorter 
workweek should mean a cut in the 
worker's pay by maintaining the same 
hourly wage, or whether the demand 
should be for an eight-hour day at 
the regular 10-hour wage. " 

Despite these differences, the move-

ment began to spread. 'like wildfire 
among rank-and-file unionists and un­
organized workers. By May 1, 1886, 
many employers had already agreed 
to make concessions to the workers 
in their factories. In Chicago, one of 
the strongholds of the eight-hour 
movement, some 30,000 struck on 
that day, about two thirds of them 
demanding eight hours work for ten 
hours pay. 

The employers, the ruling class, and 
the capitalist press responded with a 
vicious attack on the labor movement, 
using as their excuse the events on May 

ican Federation of Labor set May 1, 
1890, as the date for resuming the 
eight-hour movement. In 1889 an in­
ternational congress of ·socialists 
(which later became the Second In­
ternational) called for worldwide mass 
demonstrations by workers for the 
eight-hour day on the date set by the 
AFL. May Day has subsequently been 
celebrated internationally as a sym­
bol of united, mass political action 
by the working class and of work­
ers solidarity in response 'to ruling­
class attacks. 

There is an obvious parallel between 

May Day, 1917, in Washington State witnessed a massive memorial 
meeting ,f~r victims of the 1916 Everett Massacre. This was an armed 
attack by employers' vigilantes against members of· the Industrial 
Workers of the World. Five were killed, 31 wounded.:-

4 in Chicago's Haymarket Square 
(described by Mother Jones elsewhere 

-on this page). The jails were filled with 
militant workers, socialists, and an­
archists who had built the eight-hour 
strike movement 

The workers movement responded 
with a powerful, united defense cam­
paign for the Haymarket martyrs, 
first demanding clemency and then 
delilandh!g amnesty for those who re­
ceived the sentence of life imprison­
ment rather than death. A quarter 
of a million people lined the route 
of the funeral cortege for Albert Par­
sons, Adolph Fischer, George Engel, 
and August Spies, the four who -were 
hanged. Louis Lingg, 22 years old 
and also condemned to death, blew 
himself up in his prison cell before 
they could hang him.-

Following the execution, the Amer-

conditions that led to the May Day 
movement and conditions facingwork­
ers today. Today working people need 
just such a united movement in order 
to solve the problem of continuing 
high unemployment and to counter 
the government's attacks on wages, 
working conditions, and the right to 
strike. 

The spirit and traditions of May 
Day are already being expressed in 
this country in the massive move­
ment of the American .people oppos­
ing U. S. imperialist aggression 
against the people of Vietnam. This 
internationalist movement, accom­
panied by the general radicalization 
that is sweeping this country, is an 
indication that powerful workers strug­
gles like 'that of May 1, 1886, will 
once again arise and challenge the 
capitalist exploiters. 

Mother Jones tells of Ma~ Da~, 1886 
The following is from the Autobiog­
raphy of Mother Jones, a foremost 
leader of the early American work­
ers struggle. 

The first of May, which was to usher 
in the eight-hour day uprising, came 
. . .. All over the city there were 
strikes and walkouts. Employers 
quaked in their boots. They saw rev­
olution. The worker& in the McCor­
mick Harvester Works gathered out­
side the factory. Those inside who 
did not join the strikers were called 
scabs. Bricks were thrown .... 

The police without warning charged 
down upon the workers, shooting into 
their midst, clubbing right and left. 
Many were trampled under horses' 
feet. ... 

On the -evening of May 4th, the an­
archists held a meeting (to prote~t the 
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atfack on the McCorEiick workers) . The leaders in the eight hour day 
in the shabby, dirty district known movement were hanged Friday, No­
to later history as Haymarket Square vember the 11th (1887). That day 
.... the chief of police sent mounted Chicago's rich had chills and fever. 
policemen in large numbers to the Ropes stretched in all directions from 
meeting. ' · the jail. Police men were stationed 

One of the anarchist speakers was along the ropes armed with riot rifles 
addressing the crowd. A bomb was 
dropped from a window overlooking 
the square. A number of the police 
were kHled in the explosion that fol­
lowed. 

The city went insane and the news­
papers did everything to keep it like 
a madhouse. The workers' cry for 
justice was drowned in the shriek for 
revenge. Bombs were "found" every 
five minutes. Men went armed and 
gun stores kept open nights. Hundreds 
were arrested. Only those who had 
agitated for an eight-hour day, how­
ever, were brought to trial and a few 

-months later hanged. . . . 

The Sunday following the execu­
tions, the funderals were held. Thou­
sands of workers marched behind the 
black hearses, not because they were 
anarchists but they felt that these men, 
whatever their theories, were martyrs 
to the workers' struggle. 

In the cemetery of Waldheim, the 
dead were buried. Bvt with them was 
not buried .their -cause. The struggle 
for the eight hour day, for more hu­
man conditions and relations between 
man and man lived on, and still lives 
on. 

Forum 
on Latin 
America 
AUSTIN, Texas-A symposium on 
"Political Repression and Terror in · 

'Latin America" sponsored by the local 
chapter of the United States C01;nmittee 
for Justice to Latin American Political 
Prisoners ( USLA Justice Committee) , 
drew 100 persons on the University 
of Texas ( UT) campus here April 
18. Most were from Latin America, 
but students and teachers from other 
countries also attended. 

The meeting was chaired by Cheche 
Garcia, ·a Chicana activist and pro­
fessor at Huston Tillotson College. 
Other speakers were Dr. Richard 

· Sinkin, a UT history professor;- Chaca 
Ramirez of the Mexican-American 
Youth Organization (MAYO) at UT; 
and Diane McConkey and George 
Cox, representatives for the USLA 
Justice Committee. 

The audience participated in a lively 
discussion that took up the 1968 Mexi­
can student revolt, the Lanusse re­
gime's current campaign of repression 
in Argentina, and the USLA Justice 
Committee's activities to publicize the 
cases of victims.. of political repression 
throughout Latin America. _ 

The forum concluded with the view­
ing of La Lucha, a film about the 
1968 upsurge in Mexico. 

Afterward, one Brazilian student 
commented: "I had no idea anyone 
in the U.S. cared about what is going 
on in Latin America. Thank you." A 
large number of the_ USLA's bi­
monthly newspaper, the USLA Re­
porter, were sold. 

Revueltas 
speaks in 
Oakland 
By DAVID WARREN 
OAKLAND, Calif.- Jose Revueltas, 
Mexican revolutieJnist, writer, and ar!­
ist, spoke to more than 90 people at 
the East Bay Militant Forum here 
April 14. His talk, "The 1968 Mexican 
Student Struggle: Its Relevance for To­
day," was delivered in Spanish. Jose 
Perez, who chaired the meeting, trans­
lated Revueltas' remarks into English 
for those who did not understand 
Spanish. . 

Revueltas described the student-led· 
rebellion that shook Mexico just prio~ 
to the opening· of the 1968 Olympic' 
Games in Mexico City. The revolt was 
brutally crushed. Following · the 
bloody massacre of several hundred 
students at Tlatelolco in October 1968, 
Revueltas was one of the many partic­
ipants in the revolt who were arrested 
and imprisoued. He was just released 
last year. 

The 1968 events, -Revueltas said, 
marked the beginning of more inde­
pendent organization among students 
and workers- independent of both the 

_ capitalist class and the reformist so­
cial democratic and Communist 
parties. 
- The Mexican movement, Revueltas 
told the forum audience, has been 
deeply influenced by struggles in the 
U. S. He singled out for specific men­
tion the 1964 Free Speech Movement 
in Berkeley, the antiwar movement, 
and the Chicano movement. 

Revueltas said that more informa­
tion about the Chicano movement is 
needed in Mexico, and he promised 
that he would make education about 
the- Chicano movement in the U.S. 
a major task for himself when he 
returns to Mexico. 
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In Review 
Theater 
Black community 
and drugs , 

The Long Black Block. Written and directed 
by Roger Furman. With the voi~e of No­
vella Nelson. Appearing at the New Her­
itage Repertory Theatre, Inc., New York. 

The, Long Black Btock offers a glimpse into 
the lives of the residents of one block in the 
Black community. As the prograin indicates, 
this play could take place in "any Black ghet­
to, USA." 

The play consists of a series of vignette~ 
presenting a typical day in the lile of resi-

. dents on the block. This technique allows 
the author to define a character or situation 
briefly and adds to the intensity of the mes­
sage. Accomplished directing weaves the vi­
gnettes into a fluid composition. 

The overriding theme of the play· is drug 
addiction, an ever-growing threat to the 
Black community. The play is not, however, 
an explicit examination of addiction. The 
playwright's treatment of this issue is but 
part of the process of presenting his thoughts 
on the Black community. The prominent role 
drug addiction has in the play. is due to the 
increasing presence of it in the lives of that 
part of the Black community outside of the 
theater setting. 

The play's critical treatment of drugs does 
not draw upon pious bourgeois morality. 
Neither does it attempt to draw specific con­
clusions on how to curb the epidemic or about 
the effects on the Black ·community of pro­
longed exposure to the killer. It merely makes 
a statement of what is. But in its portrayal 
of the residents' reaction to drugs, The Long 
Black Block at times becomes an example 
of the best of Black theater as well as doing 
some deep prodding in the_ minds of its view­
ers for a lasting method for combating this 
crippler. 

The play centers on a middle-aged woman 
named "Super," played by Claire Leybe, who 
owns an old brownstone apartment building. 
Most of the other characters are tenants in 
this building. 
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"Super," who appears in most scenes, is -
cast as a protective person, who wants to 
take. responsibility for most of what is go­
ing on in and around the building. She is 
especially mindful of youngsters and fears 
their attraction to drugs and "fast" living. 

One of the best scenes in the play occurs 
when the local pusher, Inez, comes to the 
building to solicit a young brother's help 
in distributing some dope. Several of the ten­
ants who are outside on the steps question 
her hustling dope among the younger broth­
ers and sisters on the block. But during the 
heated confrontation that follows, Inez, even 
as a loathed pusher. defending herself, 
launches a bitter attack on capitalist society's 
inability to free people from the need to de­
pend on drugs to escape the reality of con­
ditions around them. "Just what do you think 
is going on in this country, anyway? All 
you niggers are serving time on this block, 
and if you- had any sense you'd burn it 
down!" 

One tenant attacks the government for its 
feeble effort to control the drug flow. "They 
can catch Angela Davis, but they can't catch 
the people who are bringing that stuff in." 

• 
An outstanding aspect of the play is its 

astonishing degree of reality. Each scene gives 
the viewer the feeling that she or he is ac­
tually across the street from the building, ob­
serving what is going on. This feature is a 
tribute to the skill of both the author/ director 
and the cast. 

Brother Furman expects the play to run 
at the New Heritage Repertory Theatre 
through June. In the fall he plans to take 
it to an off-Broadway theater. The play has 
been nominated for the upcoming Black acad­
emy awards and may also be made into a 
motion picture. 

Tickets' can be obtained from the theater 
box office at 43 E. 125th St., New York, 
N.Y. 10035. Telephone: (212) 876-3272. 

- BAXT~R SMITH 

Poetry 
Antiwar vets 
Winning Hearts and Minds/War Poems by Vietnam 
Veteran-s. Edited by Larry Rottman, Jan Barry, and 
Basil T. Paquet. J st Casualty Press. Brooklyn, N.Y. 
J J 9 pp. Paper $ J. 95. . 
In their introduction to this emotion-packed volume of 
poetry, the editors put forward the idea that these poems, 
coming out of American G Is' experience in Indochina, 
differ from the antiwar poems of soldiers in earlier wars 
in "their progression toward an active identification of 
[the poets] themselves as agents of pain and war- as 
'agent-victims' of their own atrocities." Certainly one ht:;ars 
the cry of an anguished conscience in many of the poems, 
as in "A Visif by one of the editors: 

"You don't look bitter," 
she said. 
He thought, 

"Bitter is a taste," 
feeling her words 
scrape across 
memory's slow healing 
like a slow knife. 
Did she think she could see 
~ow he felt? 

"It don't matter," 
he said, and heard 
outside- vofces 
in the wind 
in humming tires 
voices running against 
the window in a heavy rain. -Basil T. Paquet 

The introduction .aiso states: "It is primarily urgency, 
rath~r than guilt, that moves these poets to tell others 
that the war has not ended simply because there are fewer 
U.S. casualties." This urgency can clearly be sensed, for 
example, in "The Longest War" by another of the editors: 

The _longest war is· over 
Or so they say 
Again 
But I can still hear the gunfire 
Every night 
From 
My bed. 

The longest nightmare 
Never seems to 
Ever 
Quite come 
To 
An end. -Jan Barry 

The use the editors and the 30 other poets whose work is 
collected here see for their poetry is an essential aspect of 
their view of the urgency of its publication .. The reader 
who would simply read this collection and file it on the 
shelf is admonished by the editors in notes at its con­
clusion to instead: 

"Read it aloud 
"Recopy it 
"Dramatize it 
"Give it as a gift 
"And sing it!" 
"Poetry is a human gift," they write. "Use it" Readers are 

also encouraged to invite "one or more of these poets to 
address your group, your next rally, meeting or other 
event." (While welcoming and encouraging the reproduc­
tion of material from the book, 1st Casualty Press does 
ask that permission be requested.) 

The publishing company was formed by members of 
Vietnam Veterans Against the War "to create a forum for 
writings coming out of the Indochina experience." Winning 
Hearts and Minds (the. title is taken from a government 
euphemism for "pacification and relocation") is the com­
pany's first book. 

Not only are the poems deeply moving on an individual, 
human level, but their applicationin the manner suggested 
by those who crafted them gives them potential for sig­
nificant political impact To confirm this, one only need 
recall the effect of the veterans' actions prior to the April 
24, 1971, antiwar demonstrations-the dramatic shock 
th~t brought home to many for the first time the question 
put in "What. kind of War?" by the book's other editor: 

Ask what kind of war it is 
where you can be pinned down 
all day in a muddy rice paddy 

/while your buddies are being shot 
. and a close-support Phantom jet 
who has been napalming the enemy 
wraps itself around a tree and explodes 
and you cheer ir;~side? -Larry RoHman 

Poems reprinted with permission of 1st Casualty Press. -LEE SMITH 
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Continued from page 3 
view Board proposal" as a means 
of makiJ!g controls fair. 

The most obvious new development 
at the conventiop represented a step 
backward for the UAW in relation 
to the antiwar movement and other 
social movements. This was the de­
feat in the western Region Six elec­
tions of Paul Schrade, who had been 
regional director for 10 years. 
Schrade was defeated 238 to 307 by 
Jerry Whipple, president of Local509, 
an amalgamated local of some 7,000 
members in Los Angeles. 

While Schrade had always lined up 
with Reuther and Solidarity House 
in matters of collective bargaining and 
internal UA W business, he stood out · 
from his counterparts in the UA W 
bureaucracy because of his active en-· 
dorsement of moyements such as the 
antiwar movement. His early oppo­
sition to the war in Southeast Asia 
put him at odds with Reuther's then 
prowar position. It also earned him 
the enmity of right-wing forces in the 
UA W. These right-wingers, largely 
concentrated in the UAW's aerospace 
department, mounted an opposition 
to Schrade based on red-baiting him 
for his role in "outside" movements. 
Despite their differences on the war 
and other questions, Reuther rewarded 
Schrade for his loyalty to Solidarity · 
House in union affairs by actively 
backing him ·against the right-wing 
opposition in Region Six. 

Woodcock, however, did not give 
his backing to Schrade. In fact, Nor­
man Pearlstine suggested in the April 
25 Wall Street Journal that Woodcock 
actually supported the red-baiters 
backing Whipple. While Woodcock re­
pudiated the charge, he made it clear 
that he was not backing Schrade ei­
ther. The fact that Woodcock and the 
UA W' s international leadership took 
a hands-off attitude in the Region Six 
election makes it clear that what was 
at stak.e was not any fundamental 
challenge to the bargaining poli,t:ies 
of Solidarity House. The issue was 
right-wing opposition to Schrade's 
positive role as an activist in social 
movements, not·a militant opposition 
to his role as a bureaucrat. 

In fact, no alternative was offered 
to the UA W international leadership 
at' the convention on the key issue 
of the need to map out a fight against 
the combined attack by employers and 
government on the rights and living 
standards' of American labor. A small 

formation called the United National 
Caucus (UNC), which drew about 40 
to 50 delegates, observers, and press 
to its meeting, had minority status 
at the convention. But while the UNC 
publishes a militant program, it chose 
n<*' to fight to bring any program­
matic issues to the floor. Instead it 
focused its energies on the organiza­
tional question of electing the union's 
international officers by referendum 
vote. 

The UNC leaders, Pete Kelly from 
Local 160 in Warren, Mich., and jor­
dan Sims from Local 961 in Detroit, 
claimed that the referendum vote is­
sue is a key question of democracy. 
The truth is, however, that the refer­
endum vote is a fake issue. There 
is a certain history behind the issue 
in the UA W, and a certain amount 
of support can always be found for 
it. Thus, when the UNC got the chair 
to take a standing count to see if 
there were the necessary 400 s}elegates 
to bring the referendum vote onto the 
floor, about 200 delegates stood up. 
The real strength of the UN C is con-

. siderably less than that, but by choos­
ing the referendum as their issue, they 
appear· to amount to more than they 
really do. 

Apart from the purposes for which 
it was used by the UNC, the refer­
endum vote cannot be considered by 
itself as any magic formula for mak­
ing a union democratic. The United 
Steelworkers has elections by referen­
dum and is one of the mo;:;t bureau­
cratic unions in the country- even 

-more bureaucratic than the UAW. 
The lack of formal democracy is 

not the problem in the UAW; mqst 
of the forms that made it the most 
democratic union in the CIO still re­
main. But the forms have been di­
vested of any real content~ -Such con­
tent can be restored when significant 
support is organized for a militant 
program, but it cannot be brought 
about through a gimmick such as 
elections by referendum vote. 

A resolution calling for the kind 
of program the UA W need!!. wa(\ sub~ 
mitted to the convention by Locai 719, 
a GM local of about 7,500 members 
in LaGrange, Ill. Entitled "Convene 
a Congress of Labor," the resolution 
pointed out that the UA W convention 
was taking place "when the working 
people of our country, including mem­
bers of the UAW, are faced with 
mounting problems of crisis propor­
tions," and it listed among the prob~ 
lems unemployment and "a contin­
uing barbarous war." It called for 
the UA W to "take the leadership in 

organizing a Congress of Labor to 
adopt a program of action," li~ing 
as demands a 32-hour workweek with 
40 hours pay, an end to the war, 
repeal of the Economic Stabilization 
Act, and preferential treatment for -
Black, Spanish-speaking, and women , 
workers to help correct the inequality 
of their situation. 

In order "to put this program into 
life," the resolution stated; "such a Con­
gress of Labor should organize mass 
demonstrations ... mass rallies in-all 
of the major cities ... one-day stop-
pages, and huge delegations to Con­
gress .... " The resolution, however, 
was not reported out by the resolu­
tions committee. 

Terry Kendal, head of the delega­
tion from Local 719, said of the res-

Leonard Woodcock 

olution, ."I'm for everything in it 1,-
000 percent- but I don't think it's 
very realistic. Our union and the 
Teamsters. couldn't even get together 
on a program to do less than what's 
in [the resolution]." Kendal said that 
·while his local had adopted the res­
olution virtually unanimously, it had 
been done in a routine fashion along 
with a number of other resolutions 
and without discussion. 

Kendal told The Militant he didn't 
see much of a prospect for any sig­
nificant '"support to such a program 
in the UAW in the near future. "When 
you go to a peace march," he said, 
"you can count the auto workers there 
on your hands. It's a shame, but 
that's the way it is now. There was 
a time when this was an exciting union 
to belong to, but now the UA W is 
sort of like a person that's grown 
old and a little too comfortable." 

Roy Wilkins of the NAACP spoke 
to the convention on April 25: He 
talked about racism in South Africa 
and charged that Nixon's policies 

were bringing the . u .. s. closer to a 
system of .apartheid. After his speech, 
Wilkins was presented with 'the UAW's 
Social Justice Award, and the con­
vention adopted resolutions calling for _ 
Martin Luther King's birthday to be 
declared a national holiday and con­
demning Nixon for his failure to en­
force federal civil rights .legislation. 
On the previous day, debate had 
flared up around the issue of school 
busing. 
- A passage in a resolution o~ ed­
ucation declared the UAW's support 
for busing as one measure that could 
be used to help achieve quality, in­
tegrated education. Three white· del­
egate& took the floor to vehemently 
oppose school busing. Three Black 
delegates- one of whom, Richard 
Days of· New York Local 259, said 
he was ''both for and against" bus­
ing- made it clear that they under­
stood racism was behind the oppo­
sition to busing. Woodcock, Terry 
Lint from the resolutions committee, 
and two white delegates also apoke 
for the resolution. And U A W Secre­
tary-Treasurer Emil Mazey, who was 
chairing, added his two cents worth 
after the debate was closed. The res­
olution passed overwhelmingly with 
perhaps 100 delegates voting against 
it. 

The dominant theme of the conven­
tion was the need to "dump Nixon" 
in 1972. The statements and resolu­
tions were all calculated to be accept­
able to Nixon's Democratic challeng­
er. All the convention speakers stressed 
opposition to Nixon, including the 
speaker from the Ontario New Demo­
cratic Party, Stephen Lewis. The NDP 
is Canada~s labor party, but Lewis 
played down its essential difference 
from capitalist parties, telling the del­
egates that ·~any left-of-center Demo­
crat from the U. S. would feel at home 
in the NDP." 

After Kennedy's speech, Woodcock 
took a straw vote to see whether Ken­
nedy "can coU:nt on our support if 
h_e decides to run." The vote was over­
whelmingly in favor .. Woodcock';:; ear· 
ly endorsement· of Senator Edmund 
Muskie for the Democratic nomina­
tion was being reconsidered by the 
UA W leaders in light of Muskie' s per­
formance in the primaries. Woodcock 
told reporters April 26 he was con­
sidering switching ·to South Dakota 
Senator George McGovern. But no 
matter who wins the nomination, there 
is little question about which party 
will get the UA W' s official endors~ 
ment and most of the UAW members' 
votes in November. 

The National Picket Line 
WE RECEIVED a most interesting mimeographed 
newsletter from a St. Louis reader this week. En­
titled RAFT, it is published by rank-and-file mem­
bers of Teamsters Local 688 in St, Louis. 

The story of this local of 14,000 is a real-life 
demonstration of the almost total bureaucratic con­
trol now held by the international officials of the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters ( IBT). 
Local 688 falls under the autocratic direction of 
Harold Gibbons, area director and international 
vice-president of the IBT. 

Gibbons once thought of himself as a social­
ist. He actually never was. "An opportunist who 
made good" is the best way to describe him. 

Here ·is what he has done to Local 688 .:..._most 
recently. An elected recording-secretary of the lo­
cal vacated his office. Gibbons i.mmediately stepped 
in and appointed his own man to the job. 

RAFT cites this appointee, Ron Borges, on sev­
eral counts. He has never worked in a shop for 
an hourly wage. He has never been a shop stew­
ard. He has been a formal "member" of Local 
688 for less than two years.· He was a partic­
ipant in recent area-wide negotiations that took 
rights away from the drivers in exchange for a 
few pennies more pay. 

He plays golf with the bosses. 
He now gets $28,000 a year, pl4s a generous 

expense account. (How else could he afford to 
play golf with the bosses?) 

He ignores growing unemployment in the in­
dustry, while United Parcel, a national corpora­
tion, gobbles up small package-delivery firms and 
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takes over their territories but refuses to bite more 
men for its own operation. He has stood by as 
shop stewards have been fired by UP. 

Many workers have signed petitions demanding 
that Borges keep out of their shops. Yet Gibbons 
claims that Borges is the only person he knows 
who has the "expertise" to handle Local 688's 
affairs. 

Whatever Borges' "expertise" is, it apparently 
does not include fighting for the workers under 
his jurisdiction. They want him out. 
. They also ask, "Why is IBT President Frank 

Fitzsimmons still on Nixon's phony 'public' pay­
price board?" 

They should. ask, in their next issue, if Fitz­
simmons is repaying a debt to Nixon-for letting 
Hoffa out of prison on parole. They might also 
ask why Fitzsimmons is supporting Nixon for 
reelection and going all-out in favor of his foreign 
policy, including· the continued bombing of North 
Vietnam. 

RAFT describes itself as a "coalition of rank 
and file teamsters including Local 688 and friends 
of labor . from various , shops and industries 
striving· to improve our lo'cal by giving the rank 
and file control of their union and places of work 
and stopping the exploitation of labor .... " 

Their program includes establishing the right 
of the rank and file of Local 688 to make policy; 
requiring union represent~tives and staff members 
to implement the program and policies laid down 
by the membership; adjusting union dues to the 
national level; eliminating all forms of oppression 

of women in society, in the unions, on the job, 
and in their homes; and eliminating all forms 
of racism within the union and on the job. They 
are also demanding the election of all executive­
board member~, staff, and employees of Local 
688 by the members; no shop to be kicked out 
of the union without the approval of the workers 
in the individual shop or industry; officers and_ 
staff members' salaries to be restricted and made 
known to the membership; anything "negotiated 
into a contra,ct" can be "negotiated out" by in­
dividual shops, regardless of Local 688's policy; 
and the elimination of speedup, compulsory over­
time, and unsafe working conditions. 

Whether they know it or not, the several points 
in this program touch the IBT leadership where 
it hurts most- right in the pocketbook, where their 
hearts are. Restricting the salaries paid to any 
local officers and employees and publishing those 
salaries and expenses is a heavy blow at what 
any bureaucrat considers his own sacred privacy. 
. The clause demanding that "union dues be ad­
justed to national levels" will jar everyone, from 
Fitzsimmons on down: 

They won't like any other part of the program 
either, but those two will hurt the most. Especially 
_the possibility of this local lowering its dues. 

There is· nothing the IBT national office loves 
better than those monthly checks for "honest per 
capita tax." (Nor any other international union 
head-office, for that matter.) The higher the dues 
and initiation fees, the higher the amount raked 
in by the top bureaucrats. -MARVEL SCHOLL 
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TWIN CITIES 
WOMEN AND THE FAMILY. Speaker: Kathleen Stewart, 
Young Socialist Alliance. Fri., May 12, 8 p.m. 1 Uni­
versity Ave. NE, Minneapolis. Donation: $1. Ausp. 
Twin Cities Socialist Forum. For more information, 
call (61 2) 332-7781 . 

agai'nst the policies of the Democrats 
and Republicans and in the interests 
of the masses of American people. 

moment. The question will be whether 
the Argentine working class will then 
be armed or will suffer a decisive de­
feat. 

The Argentine working class de­
serves our full solidarity. 

Calendar ~ .. YWLL 
Calendar and classified ad rates: 75 
cents per line of 56-character-wide type­
wriHen copy. Display ad rates: $10 per 
column inch ($7.50 if camera-ready ad 
is enclosed). Payment must be included 
with ads. The Militant is published each 
week on Friday. Deadlines for ~d copy: 

·Friday, one week preceding publicatiol), 

Such mass struggles can unite all 
those who are willing to fight on a par­
ticular issue, thus encouraging and giv­
ing voice to the most radical senti­
ments of the masses of people. 

The YWLL is dead wrong when 
it equates united-front struggles with 
working in the Democratic Party. The 
tactic of the united front, as developed 
by Lenin, means unity in action against 
the ruling class. It does not mean 
unity in support of a ruling-class 
party, such as the Democratic Party. 

Struggle against the repression in 
Argentina! 

Down with the military dictatorship! 

... Davis Continued from page 15 
sions that deter masses of Americans 
from independent struggle. Contin11ed from page 24 

for classified and display ads; Wednes­
day noon, two days preceding publica­
tion, for calendar ads. Telephone: (212) 
243-6392. 

BOSTON 
ZIONISM AND THE ARAB REVOLUTION. Speaker: Pe­
ter BucJ,, author of Burning Issues of the Mideast 
Crisis. Fri., May 12, 8 p.m. 65S Atlcmtic Ave., Third 
Floor lopp.osi!e South Station). Donation: $1, h. s. stu­
dents SOc. Ausp. Militant labor Forum. For more in­
formation, call .617) 482-8050. 

The YSA says it is self-defeating 
for socialists to support the Demo­
cratic Party. The Democratic Party 
stands for capitalist oppression. It 
stands for imperialist war, exploita­
tion of the poor by the rich, repres­
sion of Black people, and second-class 
citizenship for women. 

For socialists to give their support 
to a party based on upholding cap­
italism is contrary to the whole tra­
dition of the Marxist movement. It 
means lying to the American people 
and helping the ruling class pull the 
wool over their eyes. 

The YSA and" the YWLL have joined 
together in united action in the past, 
such as in building April24 and Nov. 
6, 1971, antiwar demonstrations a~:; 

well as on suits challenging discrim­
inatory election laws. In Pennsylvania, 
for example, we both support the 
joint suit brought by the Socialist 

marks that in May or early June of 
1970 she had requested Thorne to 
represent her in regard to a book 
she was planning to' write and also 
to act as her attorney in regard to 
her dismissal from the faculty of the 
University of California in Los An­
geles because of her membership in 
the Communist Party. Davis also in­
dicated that she had been employed 
as a legal investigator for Thorne 
on behalf of George Jackson. 

. Workers Party, the Communist Party, 
and three other parties against the 
undemocratic election la:w there. 

When Thorne was again questioned. 
by the prosecution this afternoon, he 
denied having received a phone call 
from Davis in August 1970, but re­
fused to answer in more detail because 
of his attorney-client privilege. Har­
ris began to badger the witness, claim­
ing that Thorne had given him a dif­
ferent statement in September 1970. 

VOICES OF DISSENT. Abortion: The Fight for a Wom­
an's Right to Choose. Wed., May 10 at 8 p.m. on 
WTBS.FM, 88.1. Sot., May 13 at 8 p.m. on WBUR­
FM, 90.9. 

HOUSTON 
IN DEFENSE OF THE AFRICAN LIBERATION 
STRUGGLE. Speaker: Raymond Wicks, Africans in 
America for Black liberation, representing the Pan­
Africonist ideology. Fri., May 12, 8 p.m. 6409 Lyons 
Ave. Donation: $1, h. s. students SOc. Ausp. Militant 
labor Forum. 

But, you will object, the YWLL not 
only works within the Democratic 
Party, it also supports the Commun­
ist Party presidential ticket of Qus Hall 
and Jarvis Tyner. Although the CP 
presidential campaign is independent 
in form, the program Hall and Tyner 
are speaking for is not one of inde­
pendent political action. The message 
of the Hall-Tyner campaign is the same 
as that of the YWLL: to encourage 
people to work within the Democratic 
Party as one effective method of strug­
gle. The way to reach out tothemasses 
of Americans who still have illusions 
about the Democratic ,Party is not by 
supporting that party, but through pro­
moting and building independent strug­
gles of the oppressed, both in the 
streets and in the elections. 

We hope to continue and increase 
such common struggles with you in 
the future. The YSA is ready to join 
with the YWLL and all other groups 
to fight on issues we agree on, build­
ing united mass movements, indepen­
dent of the Democratic and Repub­
lican parties, that can win victories. 

LOS ANGELES 
ACADEMIC FREEDOM: A RIGHT UNDER ATTACK. 
Speakers: Professor Morris Storsky, teacher at Ari­
zona State U whose contract was not renewed because 
of antiwar activities, and Ronald Merlino, attorney 
for the Committee of 1 ,000, which is working for re­
instatement of Storsky and other professors. Fri., May· 
12, 8:30 p.m. 1107 1/2 N. Western Ave. Donation: 
$1, h. s. students SOc. Ausp. Militant labor Forum. 
For more information, call (213)463-1917. 

NEW YORK: LOWER.MANHATTAN 

We also urge you to scrap your 
perspective of supporting the Demo­
cratic Party and support instead the 
formation of a labor party; a Black 
party, and Raza Onida-parties. 

... German 
Continued from page 18 
cannot obscure the .fact of the diffi­
cult situation. 

"Yes and no," Thorne hedged, re­
luctantly explaining that at the time 
of that statement he had been mis­
informed by the attorney general's of­
fice, causing him to place . the date 
of the phone call on Aug. 5 rather 
than the actual date, sometime before 
July 21. 

THE SUFFRAGIST MOVEMENT AND TODAY'SWOMAN 
-A COMPARISION. WHAT WE'VE WON AND HOW. 
SpeaKer: Dianne Feeley. Fri., May 12, 8 p.m. 706 
Broadway, Eighth Floor (at 4th St.). Donation: $], 
h.s. students SOc. Ausp. Militant labor Forum. For 
more information, call (212) 982-6051. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
MARXIST RADIO COMMENTARY. listen to Theodore 
Edwards, spokesman for the Socialist Workers Party,. 
on his weekly _IS-minute radio program, 11:15 a.m. 
every Wednesday, KPFK-FM, 90.7. 

A good· example of such an inde­
pendent struggle is the antiwar move­
ment. The antiwar movement can 
reach out to masses of Americans­
whether they vote for Democrats or 
Republicans or neither- and mobilize 
the power of the massive antiwar sen­
timent against the government of Demo­
crats and Republicans. 

But the conditions described here 
do not mean that the situation in Ar­
gentina has been stabilized. On the 
contrary, the economic difficulties have 
increased in 1972, the working class 
is not integrated, despite the treacher­
ous stand of the CGT, altb.ough it 
lacks a leadership and a corr:ect strat­
egy. 

In such a situation, renewed and 
fierce clashes can break out at any 

Harris spent the remainder of the 
afternoon trying to obtain details of 
the telephone conversation by conceal­
ing his questions within the "general 
subject" category that Judge Arnason 
had ruled does not violate the attor­
ney-client privilege. But Harris's chi­
canery was too embarrassing even 
for ~rnason, who had admonished 
the prosecutor "to listen for awhile." 

Harris sputtered and wiped the per­
spiration from his neck and finally · 
moved that Thorne's testimony be dis­
regarded because it differed from his 
earlier statement. The court will r:ule 
on this motion May 11. The YSA supports all such struggles 
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edited with an introduction 
by Paul N. Siegel 
~~Trotsky wrote with an original, live­
ly_ style, as this selection of his 
literary criticism shows." -- long 
Beach Independent 

~~Trotsky was one of the founders 
of Marxist literary -criticism, and his 
range of interests in art and I iterature 
was surprisingly wide. In this an­
thology of his literary criticism, Siegel 
has brought together scattered arti­
cles, essay&, reviews, statements, 
letters, and manifestoes covering the 
period 1908-1939 .... Much of this 
material has never before appeared 
in book form .... Trotsky brings 
critical insight and considerable taste 
and judgment." --library Journal 
248 pp., $6.95, paper $2.45 

Order from: 
PATHFINDER PRESS 
410 WEST STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10014 

How Nixon is 

'Vietnamizing' 

mass murder 

nson rst. hen Nixon. Each week 
since the beginning, Intercontinental 
Press has been exposing the real aims 
of the White House, the Pentagon, 
the State Department, and the CIA 
in Indochina. 

Our forecasts have been borne out 
with remarkable consistency. 

U.S. troops out of Indochina NOW! 
To make your efforts more effective, 
arm yourself with the facts. Read 
Intercontinental Press every week. 

Intercontinental Press 
P.O. Box 116 
Village Station 
New York, N:Y. 10014 

Name----~--------------
Street----------------City __________________ _ 

State ________ Zip ---------

) Enclosed is $7.50 for 26 issues. 
) Enclosed is $15 for one year. 
) Enclosed is SOc for a single copy. 

( ) $1 for a 10-week introductory subscription. 
( ) $3 for a six-month subscription. 
( ) $1.50 for Gls for six months. 
( ) $6 for a one-year subscription. 

( ) New ( ) Renewal 

----------------------Name __________ ~--------------------------------
Address ________________________________________ ~ 

City State Zip...._ ____ _ 
The Militant, 14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 

If you support ... 
Jenness and Pulley presidential campaign ... antiwar movement ... 
Black and Raza struggles for self-determination ... women's libera­
tion movement ... self-determination for Vietnam, Palestine, Quebec, 
Ireland, and all oppressed nations ... end to wage controls and 
unemployment ... full rights for gays ... student rights ... so­
cialist democracy in the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, and China ... 
a socialist America ... 

. . . join the Young 
socialist Alliance 
( ) I want to join the YSA. 
( ) I would like more information about the YSA. 

contribute to the YSA 
This spring the YSA is carrying out a campaign to raise $46,000. 
Your contribution is needed. Enclosed is a donation of (circle one): 
$100, $50, $20, $10, $5. 

Name ------------------------------------------------
Address ____________________________________________ __ 

City ----------------State ------ Zip--
YSA, Box- 471, Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 10003. 

THE MILITANT/ MAY 12, 1972 

in tbe ..... &l .... 

International Socialist Review 
TBE PRISON REVOLT 

by Joe Johnson 
also: THE GARY CONVENTION AND BLACK LIBERATION: includes PREAMBLE 
TO THE NATIONAL BLACK POLITICAL AGENDA and MEANING OF THE BLACK 
POLITICAL AGENDA by Tony Thomas; THE THEORY OF PERMANENT REVOLU­
TION AND THE UNDERDEVELOPED COUNTRIES by Peng Shu-tse; WHERE 
IS THE WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS GOING? by Cindy Jaquith; NEW 
AMERICAN MOVEMENT by Fred Feldman. ---·------------------------­( ) Enclosed is $1 for 3 months of the ISR. 
( ) Send me 1 year of the ISR for $5. 
Name Address ________ _ 
City State Zip __ _ 
International Socialist Review, 14 Charles Lane, N.Y., N.Y. 10014. 

rMAYt970= 
Birth of tbe 
Antiwar University 
A collection of articles documenting the May 1970 student strike against the 
war in Southeast Asia. Includes leaflets and eyewitness accounts written by 
the strikers. $1.05. 

xathfinder Press, 410 West St., New York, N.Y. 10014. ..1 

PROBLEMS OF WOMEN'S LIBERATION 
by Evelyn Reed 
Fifth, and expanded, edition 
"Her anthropological studies are especially acute and knowledge­
able, not only picking up where Engels left off, but documenting 
a number of new Marxist concepts in the development of primi­
tive society in a most convincing and erudite fashion."- Guardian, 
January 2, 1971 
Evelyn Reed pinpoints the subjugation of women . to the rise of 
private property and the development of the family. To those 
who have been taught to believe that the oppression of women 
and the institution of the fami~y are "natural" to society, this 
radical theory is a weapon in the struggle for women's libera­
tion. $3.95, paper $1.45 _ 

THE MOD DONNA AND SCYKLON Z 
by Myrna Lamb 
"The first drama to be widely acclaimed as a women's liberation 
play was 'Mod Donna' produced last year in New York."- San 
Francisco Chronicle, February 2, 1971 
This collection of feminist plays by Myrna Lamb is "consciousness 
raising" in its most dramatic form. Natalie Gittelson of Harper's 
Bazaar wrote of The- Mod Donna, "It dared to pull back the_ rug, 
exposing in bittersweet, somewhat Brethtian style, the corruption 
and mutual exploitation that rots marriage." Scyklon Z is a cycle 
of six one-acts, including But What Have You Done For Me Lately? 
now performed as street theater by women's liberation groups 
throughout the country. $5.95, paper $2.25 

Write for our free women~s liberation catalog. 
PATHFINDER PRESS, 410 West Street, New York, N.Y. 10014 
10003 

23 



THE MILITANT 
Abortion rights bill in congress 
WASHINGTON, D. C., May 2- The 
Abortion Rights Act of 1972, which 
if passed would effectively repeal all 
state and federal resb;ictions against 
women's right to abortion, was intro­
duced into the U. S. Congress today. 
At a news conference here, Represtmta­
tive Bella Abzug (D-N. Y.), sponsor 
of the bill, and Matilde Zimmermann 
and -Dr. Barbara Roberts, national 
coordinators of the Women's Nation­
al Abortion Action Coalition 
(WONAAC), explained the importance 
of the bill for the fight to repeal all 
anti-abortion laws. 

The Abortion- Rights Act states in 
part that: "The constitutional right of 
privacy embodied in the First, Third, 
Fourth, Fifth and Ninth Amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States 
and applicable to the states through 
the due process clause of the Four­
teenth Amendment thereto includes the 

Threat to 
abortion 
-in N.Y. 
ALBANY, N.Y., May 2- Pressured 
by right-wing opponents of abortion 
and recent statements by Governor 
Nelson Rockefeller, the New· York 
State 'Assembly. Codes Committee 
voted today to report out the anti­
abortion Donovan-Crawford bill. This 
bill, which calls for a return to the 
state's old law prohibiting abortion 
except to save the life of a woman, 
is expected to be debated ,on the As­
sembly floor this week. An escalated 
campaign in support of the bill by 
reactionary forces, including an April 
16 New York City march of 10,000 
against abortion organized by the 
Knights of Columbus, has projected 
the abortion issue into the public spot­
light across the state. 

In an effort to appease the right 
wing, Rockefeller announced on April 
25 that he would support a bill cut­
ting back to 16 weeks the time limit 
for legal abortions. Under the present 
New York law, abortions may be per-

- formed through the twenty-fourth week 
of pregnancy. 

These threats to the most liberal 
abortion law in the country have elic­
ited outrage from supporters of worn- _ 
en's right to abortion. The Women's 
National Abortion Action Coalition 
(WONAAC) held a news conference 
in New York on April 28 to call for 
a united response to these attacks on 
May 6, when demonstrations will take 
place in New Y oi:k and cities around 
the country for repeal of all anti­
abortion laws. Representatives from 
WONAAC condemned both the Dono­
van"Crawford bill and Rockefeller's 
compromise bill and urged an end 
to all restrictions in the present New 
York abortion law. Other speakers 
at the conference were Representative 
Bella Abzug (D-N. Y.) and spokes­
women from the Women's Political 
Caucus and the National Organiza­
tion for Women. 

The New York Times has recently 
run three editorials in support of the 
present state law. Its May 1 editorial 
warned that a dangerous national 
precedent would be set if the former 
restrictions were reinstated in the New 
York law: "It would tend to condemn 
women of the other states as well as 
New York's citizens to further pro-
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right of any female to terminate a 
pregnancy that she does not wish to 
continue." 

The bill further states that: "it is 
necessary to prohibit the United States 
and the several states from enacting 
or enforCing any law, :state constitu- -
tional provision, regulation, policy or 
other device which infringes- upon the 
said right [to terminate a pregancy] 
in any way, or which deprives any 
female of access to adequate medical 
assistance in the exercise of such right." 

By asserting the fundamental, con­
stitutional right of women to obtain 
abortions, this bill can have a tre­
mendous impact on the struggle to 
repeal all anti-abortion laws. H en­
acted, the bill would invalidate all 
state laws restricting the right to abor­
tion, as well as federal laws making 
it illegal to distribute abortion infor­
mation and devices and -preventing 

longation of the deadly harms and 
heartbreaks of a medieval form of 
coercion." 

-Irish protest set 
NEW YORK- The Anti-Internment 
Coalition, an alliance of Irish and 
American organizations and indi­
viduals, has called for a demonstra­
tion her~ on Saturdayr May 13. 
The action will demand an immedi­
ate end to the internme~t without 
charge or trial of hundreds of 
Irish citizens and the immediate 
withdrawal of all British troo~s from 
occupied Ireland. 

Marchers will assemble at noon 
at Columbus Circle {59th Street 
and Eighth Avenue} and march to 
the midtown offices of the British 
Overseas Airways Corporation 
(BOAC} at 44th Street and Fifth 

-Avenue. Speakers from Ireland 
have been invited to appear at 
the rally as well as a range oi 
Irish and American figures. 

The Anti-Internment Coalition is 
part of a growing international 
movement to defend Ireland's right 
to self-determination. 

Judge: 
Davis 
·diary 
irrelevant 
By MICHAEL SCHREIBER 
SAN JOSE, Calif., May 2- Chief 
prosecutor Albert Harris has been vis­
ibly shaken since the court ruled April 
25 that he could not submit to the 
jury an 18-page document written by 
Angela Davis. Harris said May 1 that 
if he is not permitted to submit the 
document, "We might as .well all pack 
up and go home." 

The prosecutor admitted in a closed 
session on April 27 that this docu­
ment, written a year after the Aug. 
7, 1970, events with which Davis is 
charged, has caused the state to al­
ter its entire strategy in -the case. Be­
fore retrieving the document from the 
belongings of George Jackson after 
he was murdered in August 1971, 

the use of federal funds for abortion 
services. 

At the, news conference Zimmermann 
pledged that "The Abortion Rights Act 
of 1972 affirms a right we know is 
ours, and women will not stop fight­
ing until every court, legislature, and 
authority in the nation acknowledges 
and guarantees this freedom." 
WONAAC has endorsed the bill and 
is making support of the Abortion 
Rights Act a focus of the May 1-6 
demonstrations and other activities 
around the demands of repeal of all 
abortion and restrictive contraception 
laws and no forced sterilization. 

Zimmermann promised that "Every 
incumbent and candidate who claims 
to support women's issues will be 
asked to take a clear stand in favor 
of women's right to abortion and in 
support of the Abortion Rights Act." 

Representative Abzug stated to the 

the state claimed that Davis had act­
ed from political motives rather than 
from "passion." Harris's admission 
implies that the state kept Davis in 
jail for nearly a year without the ev­
idence to .substantiate its case against 
her. 

In the closed hearing April 27, Har­
ris displayed an edited seven-page ver­
sion of the 18-page document. Harris 
referred to a paragraph-which Da­
vis had written July 8, 1971, soon 

· after visiting George Jackson· in San 
Quentin- as indicating "A state of 
mind by which she would undertake 
a conspiracy, and would undertake 
violenf means to bring about the free­
dom of George Jackson." 

The paragraph begins, "A scene fro­
zen in my mind. I am ·standing in 
that little cubicle downstairs, standing, 
waiting, loving, desiring, and then hot 
and cold rage when the chains begin 
to rattle as you slowly descend, the 
stairs surrounded by the small army 
of mindless but armed automatons." 

Defense attorney Leo Branton pro­
tested before walking out of the hear­
ing, "I consider this entire session an 
obscenity . . . in which we are at­
tempting to pry into the most inti­
mate, the most personal expressions 
of another human being because the 
prosecution in this case feels that with­
out doing that he cannot get a con­
viction." -Judge Richard E. Amason 
indicated that he would rule within 
a week on the admissibility of the 
edited version of the letter. · 

In the closing minutes of today' s 
trial session, prosecutor Harris fran­
tically moved to impeach his own wit­
ness, civil liberties. attorney John .&. 
Thorne. For the better part of two 
days, Harris had attempted to force 
Thorne to verify the state's conten­
tion that he had received a phone 
call from Davis two days before the 
Aug. 7, 1970, Marin courthouse shoot­
ing. Davis allegedly reported in the 
call that she was on her way to Santa 
Cruz with Jonathan Jackson. 

The prosecution's encounter with 
Thorne began April 26 when Har.ris 
asked if he was the attorney for 
George Jackson. "Don't answer that!" 
cautioned Charles Garry, Thorne's at­
torney. Garry acknowledged that 
Thorne had been the attorney for both 
George Jackson and Davis, but stated 
that Thorne• was prohibited by law 
from giving testimony that would 
breach the confidence he shared with 
his clients. 

Earlier today, the jury was sent out 
of the courtroom as Davis took the 
witness stand for the first time in the 
trial. Davis substantiate<I Garry's re-
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press that "H enacted, [this bill) would 
guarantee the woman's right to choose· 
her biological destiny. . . . a woman 
has an absolute right to choose wheth­
er or not to terminate a pregnancy." 
Slfe cited the California Supreme 
Court decision People v. BeJous, which 
reads: "'nte fundamental right of the 
woman to choose whether to bear chil­
dren follows from the [U.S.] Supreme 
Court's and this court's repeated ac­
knowledgment of a right of privacy 
or liberty in matters related to mar­
riage, family, and sex." 

The introduction of the Abortion 
Rights Act into Congress provides 
women with a vehicle to unite their 
efforts against individual state abor­
tion laws. Actlvity in support of this 
bill can also become an important 
way of focusing the abortion law re­
peal struggle against the federal gov­
ernment. 

rThis week's " 
highlights· 
in the 
Angela Davis 
trial 
APRIL 26. Dr. Klaus Steinegger, 
covering the trial for the German 
Democratic Republic newspaper 
Neues Deutschland, is refused an 
extension of his visa. Authorities 
in Washington, D. C., indicate that 
their action is partly in retalia­
tion for unspecified poor treatment 
of U.S. newspapermen in East 
Germany. Steinegger was the only 

. correspondent . from a workers 
state covering the Davis trial at 
this time. 

APRIL 27. In closed chamber ses­
sion the prosecution asks that an 
expurgated version of the "criti­
cal" 18-page document be submit­
ted into evidence. 

MAY 1. Lieutenant Robert West 
identifies Davis as the woman he 
spoke to in the San Quentin vis­
itors' waiting room while Jona­
than Jackson was visiting his 
brother George Aug. 4 and 5 of 
197rr. 

MAY 2. Robert Ayres, a San 
Quentin guard, identifies Davis as 
the woman he saw in the prison 
waiting room August 4 and 5, 
although his written report of Aug. 
31 did not mention Davis. Ayres 
testifies he recognized Davis from 
a newspaper photo on Aug. 10 
or 11, and immediately contacted 
Lieutenant West. This statement 
contradicts the testimony of West, 
who said he first realized the wom­
.an was Davis while watching a 
television news program on Aug. 
14. \ 

Five supporters of Davis are 
convicted of violating a law 
against picketing in front of a 
courthouse. Members . of~ the all­
white jury, who deliberated about 
three hours, say that they might 
have acquitted the five if 19 others 
had not been convicted. on the 
same charge the previous week. 
Sentencing for both groups is set 

\..for May 15. ~ 


