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| The massive five-day U.S. bomb-

ing of North Vietnam underlined

k \ what many have been reluctant

to believe: President Nixon is con-
tinuing to seek a military victory

@ in Southeast Asia just as President

Johnson before him. The real

® meaning of "Vietnamization’' is

defeat of the Vietnamese revolu-
tion and stabilization of a proim-
perialist regime in Saigon.
Beginning on Dec. 26, U.S. Air
Force and Navy jet bombers flew

"™ about 1,000 attack sorties against
' targets described as "'fuel and sup-

ply depots, antiaircraft gun, mis-
sile and radar sites, and MIG fight-
er airfields.” The bombings were

* said to be in the "southern portion
of North Vietnam below the 20th

Parallel, about 200 miles north of
the demilitarized zone and70 miles
south of Hanoi'’ (New York Times,
Jan.2). -

This constituted by far the big-
gest bombing attack against North
Vietnam since Johnson supposed-
ly ceased bombing North Vietnam
in 1968.

It is well to remember that for
almost two years, from February
1965 to December 1966, the John-
son administration bombed North
Vietnam under the same pretense
of "hitting only military targets.”’

This lie was not challenged: until
New York Times assistant manag- |
ing editor Harrison Salisbury visit-
ed Hanoi at the end of December
1966 and reported large-scale de-
struction of cities, towns and vil-
lages, including schools. The Pen-
tagon Papers recently disclosed
that the casualties in the first two
years of bombing “military tar-
gets” were '"about 80 percent ci-
vilian.”

Nixon administration spokesmen
stated at the Pentagon Jan. 3 that
"United States planes had failed
to hit all of their planned targets
in the five-day series of air
strikes,”” according to United Press |
International. The military officials
were "holding open the possibility
of renewed bombing of North Viet-
nam.”

Nixon’s escalated bombing of
North Vietnam takes its place be-
side the May 1970 invasion of
Cambodia and the February 1971
invasion of Laos as landmarks in
Washington’s continued attempt to
crush the revolution in Southeast
Asia by expanding the arena of
warfare.

New York Times correspondent
Neil Sheehan amplified this point
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ELLSBERG REINDICTED: The Los Angeles federal
grand jury that indicted Daniel Ellsberg last July for
“illegally possessing” the Pentagon papers issued a new
indictment Dec. 30 charging Ellsberg with conspiracy,
theft and espionage. Indicted along with Ellsberg this
time is Anthony J. Russo Jr., a former colleague of Ells-
berg at the Rand Corporation. The new indictment also
named two others— Vu Van Thai, former ambassador
from South Vietnam, and Lynda Sinay, a Los Angeles
advertising woman— as “‘co-conspirators”’ without charg-
ing them. Ellsberg termed the new charges entirely false.

Asked if he would have gone ahead and made the papers .

public if he had known he would face such charges, Ells-
berg replied: “How can you measure the jeopardy I’'m in
to the penalty that has already been paid by 50,000
American families and hundreds of thousands of Viet-
namese?”’

DANIEL BERRIGAN MAY BE PAROLED THIS
MONTH: The U.S. Parole Board, which denied parole
to Daniel Berrigan last July, has bent under pressure
from supporters of the antiwar priest and agreed to re-
hear his case Jan. 26. Berrigan has 10 months left be-
fore the expiration of his three-year sentence for destroying
draft records. His health has begun to fail in prison. His
brother Philip, one of those charged in the Harrisburg
Eight frame-up case, is serving a six-year sentence for
destroying draft files and is not yet eligible for parole.

JUDGE REFUSES TO DROP LYTTLE FRAME-UP:
Brad Lyttle, a coordinator of the People’s Coalition for
Peace and Justice and widely known for his adherence
to nonviolence, still faces phony frame-up charges that
he assaulted a cop during the Mayday protests in Wash-
ington, D.C., last spring. Philip Hirschkop, Lyttle’s at-
torney, sought to have the case dismissed because it is
being pressed by the government for purely political rea-
sons rather than for its legal merits. However, Washington
Superior Court Judge William S. Thompson refused to
dismiss the charges Dec. 21, and at the same time re-
fused to issue subpoenas for witnesses whose testimony
Hirschkop sought to substantiate his argument.

.
NEWSFLASH

NEW YORK — On Jan. 5 Judge Francis Xavier Smith of
the Supreme Court of Queens County issued.an injunction
against the performance of abortions in New York City
municipal hospitals. The action was the result of a legal
challenge by Professor Robert Byrn of Fordham Uni-
versity, who on Dec. 3 was appointed by the state Su-
preme Court as the legal guardian of all fetuses between
the fourth and twenty-fourth weeks of gestation scheduled
to be aborted in New York City municipal hospitals. '

A statement released Jan. 6 by the New York office of
the Women's National Abortion Action Coalition called
for "a unified meeting of women throughout the city to
plan united activities in response to this attack.” The meet-
ing will take place at 7:30 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 9, at the
West Side YWCA, 840 8th Ave. (at 50th St.), Room 300.
For more information, contact WONAAC, (212)741-0459.

UNSELLING THE WAR: As part of its participation in
the Help Unsell the War project of Clergy and Laymen
Concerned About Vietnam, the Phoenix Peace Center in
Arizona is currently renting the billboard above, designed
by Glendale, Ariz., Community College student John Smith.
The group is soliciting funds to purchase minute and
half-minute spots on TV and radio for antiwar commer-
cials developed by agencies in the Help Unsell the War
project. For more information on the radio, TV and
newspaper ads available from Help Unsell the War, write:
Clergy and Laymen Concerned, 637 West 125th St., New
York, N. Y. 10027.

HOMOSEXUALS FILE CLASS ACTION AGAINST
U.S.: Acting on behalf of four plaintiffs, the American
Civil Liberties Union filed a class action suit Dec. 20
seeking a permanent injunction against the U.S. Civil
Service Commission and the government barring inves-
tigations of the sexual practices of federal employees or
job applicants. The suit, filed in the U. S. District Court
in Washington, D.C., further seeks a court declaration
that using homosexuality as the basis for disqualifica-
tion is unlawful. ACLU executive director Florence Isbell
noted that this was the first class action brought on be-
half of former government employees dismissed for being
homosexuals. She said two court victories had been won
recently by dismissed homosexuals, but the government
has not regarded these as binding on its general policy
of discriminating against gays. ‘

GAY SEX NO LONGER FELONY IN FLORIDA: The
Florida Supreme Court last month declared unconstitu-
tional that state’s 103-year-old law making ‘‘crimes
against nature” felonies. Keeping one foot in the Dark
Ages, however, the court retained misdemeanor prohibi-
tions against ‘“‘unnatural and lascivious acts,” arguing
that these would continue society’s protection ‘“‘from this
sort of reprehensible act.”

JDL VANDALISM: Despite a request for added police
protection two days in advance, there were no cops in
sight Dec. 28 when two members of the right-wing Jewish
Defense League entered the Syrian U. N. Mission in New
York City and spray-painted a Star of David on a-glass
cabinet. City officials said ‘““manpower shortage” was
responsible for the lack of guards but posted two cops
there after the fact.

FASCISTS BID FOR ITALY'S YOUTH: Denouncing the
““decadence of parliamentary democracy” and pointing
to the relative strength of the Italian Communist Party:
vis-a-vis other parties as evidence, the Italian Social Move-
ment, Italy’s fascist party, declared the opening of a drive
to build an *“Anti-Communist Youth’” organization, the
New York Times reported Dec. 26.

COURT DUCKS STUDENT RIGHTS CASE: The U. S.

Supreme Court Dec. 14 refused to hear a case that could

have firmly established that students should enjoy the
same First Amendment rights as other citizens. The case

was an appeal by a group of students at Madison Col-

lege in Harrisonburg, Va., of a federal circuit court de- -
cision declaring exceptions to the First Amendment for
“‘reasonable’’ college rules. The students had been dis
ciplined for holding an orderly vigil in April 1970.

SOUTH VIETNAM IN STRUGGLE: The front page
of No. 118 in 1971 (October 18) of the English-language
publication of the South Vietnam National Front for Lib-
eration, South Vietnam in Struggle, is entirely devoted. to
a letter of solidarity to the U. S. antiwar movement., The
letter, signed by Ho Thu, a member of the NLF central
committee and chairman of a committee for solidarity
with the American people, takes note of the spring of-
fensive against the war and includes wishes for a success-
ful fall offensive. It also touches on Nixon’s criminal,
stubborn pursuit of the war and its terrible consequences
for the peoples of Vietnam and the U. S. e

FILIPINO MAGAZINE REPRINTS MILITANT: The
November Philippine Socialist Review, the second issue
of the new magazine, reprinted with a few minor editorial
changes Tony Thomas’ article ‘“CPUSA (Communist Par-
ty USA) slanders Ceylon’s rebel youth” from the Oct.
22 issue of The Militant,

“MYSTERIOUS PAMPHLET": The Jan. 1 New York
Times reports an article in the Moscow newspaper Sovet-
skaya Rossiya, which refers to an article in the Tokyo
weekly Shukan Shincho, which in turn summarizes the
contents of what is said to be a pamphlet issued in China
by the publishing house of the Chinese party organ, Hung-
Chi. According to the Times, the pamphlet was on sale
in Peking bookstores for a few hours before being with-
drawn one day this fall. Reporting the pamphlet to be
written in catechism form, the Times article quotes the -
following from the answer to the question of whether
“‘there is a struggle now in China around two policies”:
“There are two lines on questions of domestic and foreign
policy among the leadership. . . . Mao Tse-tung and Chou
En-lai contend that China is threatened to a greater extent
by the Soviet Union than by American imperialism. . . .
Comrades who adhere to Marxist-Leninist theory charac-
terize that line as far-reaching rightist deviation.” The
Times comments that by ‘“‘using the medium of Sovet-
skaya Rossiya . . . the Kremlin appeared eager to show
its sympathy for the views stated in the short-lived opposi-
tionist pamphlet.” )

— LEE SMITH



To our new subscribers:

If you are one of the 32,580 people
who bought a 10-week introductory
subscription to The Militant during
the recent drive to expand our cir-
culation, you will have received a
number of issues and have a better
idea of what The Militant is like than
when you first subscribed.

We believe that the more you know
about The Militant, the more you will
want to continue receiving it when
your introductory subscription ex-
pires.

Many of you invested a dollar in
The Militant because you wanted to
find out what is really happening in
the world. We believe you haven’t been
disappointed — The Militant has told
the truth when the mass media did
not. Examples from the beginning of
the subscription campaign in Septem-
ber to the present include:

The wage freeze and Phase Two
wage controls—““War, not wages,
causes inflation”” was a banner head-
line in one issue and a frequent theme
in many others.

The war in Southeast Asia — Long
before the recent escalation in bomb-
ing of North Vietnam, The Militant
warned ‘“The war is not over: Nixon’s
Vietnamization fraud,” and ‘““Nixon’s
‘plan: permanent U. S. war.”

The Bangladesh liberation strug-
gle—“Causes of the Indo-Pakistan
war” and ‘““National oppression of
Bangladesh key issue in war” were
among the articles The Militant ran
to provide background information
and analysis for our readers.

. Defense cases—Among the cases
regularly covered in The Militant were
-the Angela Davis and Ruchell Magee
pretrial hearings and the trials of the
Soledad Brothers and Huey Newton.
We told the truth about the murder
of George Jackson at San Quentin
prison. We interviewed Shirley Wheel-

er, convicted of manslaughter by the
state of Florida for having an abor-
tion.

The prison revolts— The Militant
sent a reporter to Attica and was one
of the few newspapers to articulate
the aspirations of the prisoners while
others were printing the lies about
“atrocities” committed by the inmates
upon guards to set the stage for the
massacre.

The Militant is not simply a source

of accurate information but is a cam-
paigner, an organizer. It is an in-
dispensable weapon in the hands of
activists who are building the mass-
action movements of the new radical-
ization and those who are attempting

to bring about the revolutionary -

transformation of American society.
In November alone, there were two
important national actions that The
Militant did everything within . its
means to promote: the Nov. 6 anti-
war demonstrations in 17 cities, and
the Nov. 20 marches in Washington,
D.C., and San Francisco for the re-
peal of all anti-abortion laws.

Throughout 1972 The Militant will
continue to support and build such
actions as the April 22 antiwar dem-
onstrations in New York and on the
West Coast called by the recent Na-
tional Peace Action Coalition conven-
tion. The Militant will build the Feb-
ruary conference of the Women’s Na-
tional Abortion Action Coalition,
which will discuss an action perspec-
tive for the spring.

We will also be supporting and re-
porting on the Socialist Workers Par-
ty election campaign of Linda Jen-
ness for president and Andrew Pul-
ley for vice-president, which promises
to be the biggest socialist campaign
since the time of Eugene V. Debs.

Many new readers of The Militant
are not aware of our past record.

Throughout its 43-year history, The
Militant has consistently stood on the
side of the oppressed and exploited.
The Militant was part of the labor
radicalization of the 1930s and par-
ticipated in building the new industrial
unions of the CIO.

Our record

As early as 1945, The Militant be-
gan to expose the U.S. intervention
in Indochina. So today, when The

_ Militant campaigns for the immediate

withdrawal of U.S. troops from Indo-
china, it is continuing a fight it began
more than 25 years ago.

Another striking example of how
The Militant has been out in front
was its responsiveness to the rise of
Black nationalism. When Malcolm X
emerged as an important Black
spokesman, The Militant welcomed
this development at a time when vir-
tually every other group in the coun-
try —on the left as well as on the
right—launched vicious attacks on
Malcolm and his ideas.

Malcolm had this to say of The
Militant: *“ The Mijlitant newspaper .
is one of the best anywhere you go
today because everywhere I go I see
it. I saw it even in Paris . . . I saw
it in some parts of Africa . . . Idon’t
know how it gets there. But if you
put the right things in it, what you
put in it will see that it gets around.”

One of the reasons The Militant gets
around is because it has regular, in-
depth coverage of developments in
other countries, since it sees the strug-
gle for a socialist America as part of
the struggle for international social-
ism. When the general strike occurred
in France in 1968, The Militant sent
a team of reporters and photograph-
ers to bring its readers on-the-spot
coverage. More recently, reporters for
The Militant have covered develop-
ments firsthand in Ireland, Quebec,

Meorial ay Massacre in Chicago, 1937, cops kill 10 workers in Litle Steel strike
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() BY ANY MEANS NECES-
SARY by Malcolm X.

( ) PROBLEMS OF WONEN’
LIBERATION by Evelyn Reed.
( ) TWO PAMPHLETS ONTHE
LABOR MOVEMENT: The Rev-
olutionary . Potential of
Working Class by Ernest Man-
del and George Novack and
Leon Trotsky on the Trade
Unions.

( ) GIs SPEAK OUT AGAINST
THE WAR by Fred Halstead.
( ) INTRODUCTION TOMARX-
IST ECONOMIC THEORY by

Trinidad, Mexico, and Puerto Rico.
While reporting and analyzing po-
litical events, The Militant has also
addressed itself to the current discus-
sions and debates within various
movements for social change, explain-
ing the socialist position on these top-
ics. One recent example was the dis-

cussion within the antiwar movement .

around the ““Evict Nixon” perspective
of electing a Democrat to replace Nix-
on versus the strategy of keeping the
antiwar movement independent and
marching in the streets. Another ex-
ample was the debate over whether
to support mass actions demanding
the repeal of all anti-abortion laws
or ending such actions to concentrate
on electing liberal Democratic or Re-
publican candidates. :

During the past year, The Militant
has expanded both its size and its
coverage. In the course of this ex-
pansion, it has added a number of
departments, such as the new South-
west Bureau and the regular column
“La Raza en Accion.” Both additions
have helped make The Militant’s cov-
erage of the Chicano struggle the most
extensive of any nationally circulated
paper in the United States.

The Militant will continue to bring
you the most complete coverage about
those who are struggling against their
oppression — working people, women, -
Blacks, Chicanos, Puerto Ricans,
and others. The Militant will help
these movements grow and show
how their fight will lead to the fight
for a socialist America.

Many of you have reached or will
soon reach the end of your introduc-
tory subscription. If you renew now
for one year ($6), you won’t miss
any-issues. In addition, you will re-
ceive a book at no extra cost. Take
advantage of this offer today. See the
ad below for the choice of books.

— THE EDITORS

Renew now

the

Ernest Mandel.

( ) THREE PAMPHLETS ON
THE CHICANO STRUGGLE:
Chicano Liberation and Revo-
lutionary Youth, La Raza Uni-
da Party in Texas, and La
Raza! Why a Chicano Party?
Why Chicano Studies?

( ) THEIR MORALS AND OURS
by Leon Trotsky, John Dewey,
and George Novack.

$6/1 year

... ------
() Enclosed is $6 for a one-

year subscription

Name

Address

City__ State__Zip___,
The Militant, 14 Charles Lane,
N.Y., N.Y. 10014.




 Antiwar strategy:NPAC answers PCPJ

The following reply from the National
Peace Action Coalition to the People’s
Coalition for Peace and Justice is part
of a discussion of strategy that has
been taking place in the antiwar move-
ment. On Oct. 16 NPAC issued an
open letter to PCPJ urging unification
of the two antiwar coalitions. This
open letter was answered by PCPJ
in a statement approved by its na-
tional coordinating committee in No-
vember. The following is an answer
to that reply. Stephanie Coontz is one
f the national coordinators of
AC. ’

By STEPHANIE COONTZ

The _ responsibility of the antiwar
movement continues to be the mobili-
zation of the largest numbers of Amer-
icans for the withdrawal of all U.S.
forces from Southeast Asia. While the
administration tries to convince us
that the war is no longer an issue,
increasingly fiendish methods of death
and destruction are being used upon
the people of Indochina. Attempts at
deception similar to the Nixon "wind-
ing down" public relations campaign
have been made in the past. They
have failed due to the combined im-
pact of the American antiwar move-
ment and the resistance of the peo-
ples of Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos.

It was in this context that NPAC
addressed an open letter to PCPJ sug-
gesting that "the time is now for all
who oppose U.S. military interven-
tion in Indochina to unite in a single
antiwar coalition." We pointed out that
"the existence of two national coalitions
had bred "confusion, division and un-
wanted competition” and a unified co-
alition would better enable the move-
ment to reach out to new sections of
the population. We pointed to the oft-
repeated pleas for unity made by the
Vietnamese themselves.

The question of unity is of concern
to the entire movement and could not
"be relegated to private discussions be-
tween leaders of the two groups. This
is why NPAC issued an open letter
to PCPJ. The need for an open dis-
cussion was highlighted when the
PCPJ coordinators made the unfortu-
nate decision to bar Jerry Gordon
from attending PCPJ's November Co-
ordinating Committee meeting, where
a response was to be formulated to
our proposal for unity.

We welcome a frank and open dis-
cussion of the direction for the anti-
war movement. Such a discussion
does not have to be characterized by
raking up old organizational charges
or throwing out labels like "manipula-
tive." It should concentrate on the po-
litical issues. At the end of its open
letter, PCPJ does raise a number of
political objections to a unified anti-
war coalition. They are basically as
follows: )

1. PCPJ states that it does not view
itself "simply as a 'peace'’ movement

. we see in short that our nation
is caught in a profound crisis that
just simply can't be resolved by dis-
cussing only the peace issue, particu-
larly when it is discussed in the super-
ficial way that NPAC has done." They
go on to say that what is needed is
a coalition that becomes "in effect, an
American left."

2. PCPJ objects to NPAC's "single
slogan on the war—'OUT NOW'" as
not being "an effective political tool."

3. PCPJ objects to the fact that
NPAC does not take a position of
support to the seven-point proposal
of the Provisional Revolutionary Gov-
ernment of Vietnam.

Unity in action? :
"~ We intend to deal with these objec-
tions in the course of this article, but
before taking them up we would like
to pose a question to PCPJ. If PCPJ
does not see a basis for one unified
national coalition, will they continue
to favor unified national action? Will
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they participate in building the up-
coming April 22 mass demonstra-
tions? We believe that while the two
coalitions may disagree on a number
of points they must work together, at
the very least, to mobilize the most
possible people against the war.

This is particularly necessary as the
1972 elections approach. Many peo-
ple have developed the illusion that
the war will now have to be ended, re-
gardless of what the antiwar move
ment does. Some believe that Nixon
will have to end it for reasons of
political expediency. Others believe the
Democratic Party will nominate a
peace candidate who will end the war.
This creates considerable pressure to
get the antiwar movement off the
streets and into working for candi-
dates for election. Some sections of
the antiwar movement have already
called for a moratorium on mass dem-
onstrations for exactly this purpose.
Many forces within PCPJ, as evidenced

" by the decisions of its recent coor-

dinating' committee meeting, likewise
have proposed that the major energy
of that organization shouldbedirected
at working to "Dump Nixon" or to
elect "progressive candidates.”

NPAC feels that it is crucial that
demonstrations take place during the
'"72 election year and beyond if neces-
sary. While constituent groups within
the antiwar movement are, of course,
free to follow their own electoral bent
with respect to candidates or political
parties, the movement as a whole must
stay independent. Whether you sup-
port Democrats, Republicans or So-
cialists in '72, or plan to boycott the
election, there is a need for ongoing
visible massive opposition to the war.
An independent antiwar movement
has the power to mobilize such op-
position.

Will PCPJ join with us in saying,
regardless of our other differences,
that in the face of election year pres-
sures we will both mobilize the anti-
war movement in building massive
demonstrations in the streets for im-
mediate withdrawal from Vietnam?
Or do the expressions of interest in
PCPJ publications for "dumping Nix-
on" or participating in Democratic
Party primaries mean that PCPJ it-
self is giving in to these pressures?

Basic issue

The basic political issue is the ques-
tion of whether there is a need for an
antiwar coalition in this country.
NPAC says yes. PCPJ in its recent
statement renounces all claim to be
ing such a coalition when it says that
it has decided to become, "in effect, an
American Left."

No one in NPAC denies PCPJ the
right to attempt to build an "Ameri-
can Left." But we do not agree that
any organization of the American left
can substitute itself for the antiwar

Cleveland Nov. 6 antiwar demonstration

movement any more than the anti-
war movement can substitute itself for

the American left.

The antiwar movement is much
broader than the American left. There
are millions of Americans who op-
pose the war in Vietnam but who
would not agree with the left on any
other issue. If the antiwar movement
as a whole adopts demands on these
other issues, we are saying to those
Americans, "We will not allow you to
work with us against the war unless
you agree with us on all these other
positions. If you do not, then you
must stay home."

It is the job of the antiwar move-
ment to mobilize everyone who op-
poses the war in the strongest and
most powerful movement possible to
end the war now. Left wing forces
in the antiwar movement can help tre-
mendously in that job —but they can=
not build a strong and ever-growing
movement if they restrict it to those

o

people who already agree with them.

Obviously, other issues are related
to the war. The racism of this society

shows up in the casualty rates. The.

sexism shows up in the allocation of
millions to electronic warfare, while
they can't even come up with a safe
method of birth control for women.
NPAC has always had speakers on
a wide range of other issues at its
rallies, and we have formed task
forces to concretely relate the needs
of  various constituencies—labor,
blacks, women, Raza, GIs, veterans,
gays— to the issue of the war.

What NPAC has not done and will
not do is to formulate a program
and set of demands for these other
movements, or raise a whole set of
demands that people must agree with
before they march against the war.

We are not asking PCPJ to dissolve
or to give up one bit of its own pro-
gram. We are asking PCPJ to join
us in implementing one part of its
program —an end to the war in In-
dochina.

That is what an antiwar coalition
is all about. It brings together people
of many different political views to
work on a central issue on which
they all agree— that the war in Indo-
china must be ended now.

PCPJ agrees that there should be an
immediate end to the war in Vietnam
and that mass demonstrations "have
great value." So does NPAC. That
is a real basis for unity. We can work
together around that.

PCPJ also raises other demands and
espouses other tactics which NPAC
does not. On those, we can go our
separate ways. NPAC and PCPJ can
work together on mass antiwar dem-
onstrations and PCPJ can, on its own,
raise other demands and schedule oth-
er activities. _

The real issue is whether or not
there should be an antiwar coalition,

_ mediate withdrawal or, "OUT NOW,"

and what its nature should be. How-
ever, a brief clarification of NPAC's
position on some of the other political
disagreements that PCPJ raises is in
order.

Self-determination

PCPJ objects to NPAC's central slo-
gan of "OUT NOW." In the past it has
counterposed the slogan "SET THE
DATE" as part of the PRG seven-
point program. If the Vietnamese feel
that in order to negotiate an Ameri-
can withdrawal they must concede to
the U.S. the right to be in Vietnam
for a given period, that is their de-
cision. But the American antiwar
movement should make clear our view
that the U.S. has never had a right
to be in Vietnam and has no right to
stay there one day longer. From the
point of view of the American anti-
war movement, the demand of im-
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is an expression of the political prin-
ciple of self-determination. PCPJ calls
it "only a slogan, not an effective po-
litical tool." Yet it is a slogan which
has mobilized millions of people to

oppose the war, in the streets.
Doesn't this demonstrate that it is an
effective political tool?

PCPJ has objected that NPAC does .
not support the seven-point program
of the PRG. The seven-point program
constitutes a negotiating position for
the Vietnamese, designed to offer guar--
antees which might convince the Amer-
ican government to withdraw. PCPJ
says the proposal shows "how a demo-
cratic and neutral government could
be established in South Vietnam." The
proposal, then, is a concession, a
guarantee that the Vietnamese will be
"democratic" and "neutral” in return
for an American withdrawal. The Viet-
namese have every right to make
whatever concessions they feel are nec-
essary to end the destruction of their
country. But the American antiwar
movement should not make its call
for U.S. withdrawal contingent on
such concessions. We must say that
no matter what form of government
the Vietnamese choose and no matter
who their government aligns with, the
U.S. must get out now, without de
manding any conditions or guar-
antees.

Think about it. The only way that -
raising the seven-point proposal
would gain new converts to the anti-
war movement would be by reach-
ing those who will not support an
American withdrawal unless the Viet-
namese guarantee to be neutral. We
do not want to bring people into the
antiwar movement on those terms.
And the irony is that we do not need
to. The majority of the American peo-
ple oppose leaving any residual force
in Vietnam even if that would mean,

Continued on page 22



By DICK ROBERTS

A series of moves in international finance has
temporarily ended the worst crisis of the capital-
ist world monetary system since the 1930s. Far
from representing a victory for the United States,

however, the monetary decisions reached in mid- -

December reflected the fundamentally weakened po-
sition of U.S. imperialism in world trade and
finance. '

In addition they underlined the apprehension
in international banking circles of initiating a trade
war that would bring on world economic collapse.

On Dec. 14, at a meeting with French President
Pompidou, President Nixon agreed to devalue the
dollar in return for revaluations of major foreign
currencies. This action formally dislodged the dol-
lar from its once paramount role in international
financial reserves.

New exchange rates for world currencies were
then fixed by a conference of the International
Monetary Fund in Washington, D.C., Dec. 19.
At a meeting with British Prime Minister Heath

the following day, Nixon announced the end of

the 10 percent U.S. surcharge on imports and
the "Buy American" tax credit for investment in
U. S.-manufactured capital goods.

These restrictions on foreign trade, key parts
of the "New Economic Policy" announced by Nixon
last Aug. 15, were given up without obtaining
any significant concessions on trade regulations
from Western Europe or Japan.

U.S. payments deficit

The monetary crisis that erupted last May was
caused by a massive deterioration of the U.S.
balance of payments. The balance of payments
deficit represents the difference between the amount
of U.S. dollars spent abroad and foreign cur-
rencies spent in this country.

According to the Dec. 17 New York Times, the
second-quarter "basic" deficit for 1971 reached
$3.2-billion, compared to a basic deficit of only
$3-billion for all of 1970. A third-quarter basic
deficit of $3.1-billion was announced in Washing-
ton Dec. 16, on the eve of the International Mon-
etary Fund meetings that realigned world curren-
cies.

"Basic" deficits do not include short-term capital
outflows. They have three main components: long-
term capital investments abroad, foreign military
expenditures, and the deficit in the balance of trade.
For most of the postwar period, the United States
incurred military and foreign investment deficits,
but the balance of trade was in surplus—more
U.S. goods were exported than foreign goods were
sold in this country. But in 1971 the U.S. en-
countered the first trade deficit for a full year
since 1893.

This deficit was the culmination of six years
of sharply rising prices. The U. S. inflation, primed
by escalation of Washington's invasion of South-
east Asia, tended to price U.S. goods out of for-
eign markets and to open up the U.S. market
for a massive flow of cheaper foreign imports.

The central ingredients of imperialist foreign pol-
icy are consequently involved in the balance of
payments deficit. The deficit reflects the huge ex-
pansion of the overseas investments of U. S. multi-
national industries and banks; the global U.S.
military network to defend and extend this pri-
vate investment; and the intensification of com-
petition in world markets as Western Europe and
Japan have increasingly challenged the once dom-
inant U.S. hold. Business Week magazine esti-
mated Sept. 25 that the cumulative U.S. deficit

- since 1950 had reached $50-billion. Some $30-
billion of this was held by foreign central banks.

Inflation in the United States; which steadily
-worsened with each year of warfare in Southeast
Asia, has eroded the competitive position of U.S.
goods in world markets and undermined the value
of the dollar.

Precisely because an inflated dollar can buy
fewer goods, its value is depreciated. The huge
quantity of dollars held abroad were losing their
value because of U. S. inflation. Furthermore, other
imperialist countries recognized in the weakness
of the dollar a vehicle to attack the spread of
U.S. investment abroad. By forcing a devalua-
tion, they could reduce dollar investments.

This process came to a head in May when a
staggering sum of short-term capital "fled" the Unit-
ed States side-by-side with the long-term capital out-
flow ‘of the basic deficit described above. These
short-term investments are the "hot money" that
floods across international boundaries to hedge
against devaluation. Believing that a devaluation
of the dollar was imminent, investors traded mas-
sive amounts of dollars for foreign currencies in
order to cash in on the certain profits when the
devaluation took place.

Estimates vary. One authority cited by New
York Times financial reporter H. Erich Heinemann
Dec. 7 places the total short-term outflow at $11-
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billion for the first 10 months of 1971. If the
basic deficit and the short-term outflow are com-
bined, "approximately $24:billion flowed abroad
in 1971 alone— very nearly 50 percent of the cu-
mulative total of $50-billion. This gigantic rain
of inflated U.S. dollars on foreign central banks
capsized the international monetary system.

“"New Economic Policy”

Nixon's wage-freeze assault on American work-
ers and offensive in" world trade and finance are
aimed at reducing the U.S. balance of payments
deficit at the least cost to U.S. imperialists. Four
aspects are central:

1) By instituting wage controls in this country,
the ruling class hopes to hold down the wage in-
creases of American workers and thus improve its
position in international competition. The fact that
organized labor has cooperated with Nixon's "Pay
Board" and that no significant opposition has so
far been raised in the labor movement to the po-
licing of wages, marks considerably greater suc-
cess for U.S. imperialism on the domestic front
than it has achieved abroad.

2) Nixon requested that foreign countries "share
the burden" of the world police apparatus of im-
perialism. West Germany has agreed to purchase
close to $1-billion worth of U.S. arms but further
"progress" on this front seems unlikely. ’

3) Washington's refusal to continue converting .
dollars held by foreign central banks into gold
was aimed at forcing the Japanese and European .
governments to revalue their currencies. This was
the step finally agreed to in Washington Dec. 19.
The following upward valuations were fixed (com-
pared to the exchange rates that prevailed May 1,
at the outset of the world currency crisis): Italian
lire, up 7.5 percent; French francs, up 8.6 per-
cent; British sterling, up 8.6 percent; West German
D-marks, up 13.6 percent; Swiss francs, up 13.9 .
percent; Japanese yen, up 16.9 percent. .

These revaluations automatically make U.S.
goods cheaper in foreign trade and foreign goods
more expensive in the American market by the
percentages given. A Japanese Toyota that sold
for $2,000 in this country before the revaluation
would now cost $2,338, provided Toyota did not
cut prices. This is clearly a significant change in .
the highly competitive small car field. ‘

But the "best" that this can accomplish is a tem-
porary shifting of recessionary pressures from one
economy to the next. If the flow of Japanese goods
into the United States is significantly retarded, this
will increase recessionary pressures in Japan and
also increase the need of Japanese industry to
penetrate the European economy. Both results can
only end up reproducing financial crises in other
sectors of the capitalist monetary arena. While
Nixon declared the currency revaluations to be
"the most significant monetary agreements in the
history of the world," Britain's leading financial
weekly, The Economist, stated more accurately:
"The most important point about the new pattern
of world exchange rates is that it will not last
for long."

Devaluation of the dollar (which must- be ap-
proved by Congress) will change the price of gold
from $35 an ounce to $38. This will not have
an immediate direct effect on the prices of other
commodities in world trade. But it is more than
the "purely technical" matter referred to in much
of the American financial press.

Dollar devaluation was not included in Nixon's
Aug. 15 announcement and U.S. bankers stub-
borhly refused to change the dollar price of gold
for four months after they had effectively devalued
the dollar in terms of other currencies. This is
because the gold price will have a significant im-
pact on international reserves.

Changing the price of gold first of all under-
lines the fact that international capitalism cannot
get away from gold. It shows that no matter what
paper currencies are used in world finance, central-
bankers insist that a certain amount of their re-
serves be held in real values, especially as the
danger of an international recession mounts.

The Nixon administration recognized this fact
when it ceased converting dollars for gold at the
$10-billion level of U.S. gold reserves. Below that
level Nixon refused to go.

But raising the dollar-price of gold goes beyond

"restoring” gold to its necessary role in interna-
tional finance. It admits the weakening of the dol-
lar as an instrument of world investment. One
devaluation can easily be followed by another.
The dollar is not "as good as gold"—and it is
becoming less so! This severely undercuts the use
of dollars for foreign investment, which is one
of the main financial aims of European and Japan-
ese imperialism.

4) The 10 percent surcharge on foreign imports
and the "Buy American" tax credit were aimed at
bludgeoning Europe and Japan to remove sig-
nificant barriers they have erected to foreign goods.

U.S. imperialism envisions not only retarding
the flow of foreign goods into the American market,
but also increasing the flow of U.S. goods into
world markets. On this front Nixon did not make
any notable gains; in fact he retreated. The sur-
charge and tax credit were removed without any
substantive reciprocal agreements abroad.

Here it is necessary to stress the fear in inter-
national ruling-class circles of initiating all-out
trade warfare. A sharply worded warning to Nixon
came in the January 1972 issue of Foreign Affairs,
publication of the prestigious Council on Foreign
Relations. .

CFR specialist on monetary policies C. Fred
Bergsten criticized the "disastrous isolationist trend"
of Nixon's trade policies. "A throwback to trade
restrictions and competitive depreciations would
lead just where they did once before,” said Berg-
sten, "toward a world depression.” ’

What Bergsten and other monetary experts like
him fail to stress, however, is that Nixon's Aug.
15 policies and the currency revaluations that
followed have already initiated "trade restrictions

Continued on page 22
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In Our Opinion
..oombing

Continued from page 1

in' "The Week in Review' Jan. 2: "The administration is trying, with
oir power, to stave off a major military setback in Indochina, partic-
ularly during a sensitive election year. . . .

“In May of 1970, when it appeared that the North Viethamese might
overthrow the pro-American regime of Gen. Lon Nol in Pnompenh
and take over all of Cambodia ... Mr. Nixon sent American and
South Vietnamese troops into that country. .

“"When the military situation turned crmcal in Laos and Cambodia
last month, with rapid enemy advances that threatened pro-American
governments, Mr. Nixon resorted to the one major military tool left
to him. The fighter-bombers wentin. . . .”

Devastating setbacks to the imperialist forces in Cambodia and Laos
were clearly a major factor in Nixon's decision to step up the bomb-
ing of North Vietnam.

U.S. News & World Report, a magazine that closely reflects official
military thinking, reports in the Jan. 10 issue: "Especially worrisome
to American leaders is the continuing fighting in Laos and Cambodia.
Communist successes in those two countries in December showed how
Hanoi can turn on the heat if it wants. More of the same seems to
lie ahead. The prospect of saving South Vietnam from the Communists
while losing the rest of |ndochma is not a satisfactory one to the White
House.

“"Cambodia begins 1972 in the position Laos held for years—totally
dependent upon the U.S. for its survival, and increasingly battered
by Red attacks. The closing months of 1971 found Cambodian troops
mauled, their morale and fighting capability damaged.”

President Nixon's nationally televised interview with CBS news cor-
respondent Dan Rather Jan. 2 had the merit of making it unmistakably
clear that U.S. troops will remain in Indochina and the war will con-
tinue indefinitely into the future. Nixon “is still buying time to strength-
en Saigon's forces and to improve the anti-Communist positions in
Laos and Cambodia,” Times Washington bureau chief Max Frankel
stated Jan. 3. ~

Frankel continued, "It is a scenario that allows at least nine more
months, and perhaps a much longer time, for periodic bombings of
North Vietnam and heavy air support for allied forces in the rest
of Indochina.” -

Frankel disclosed that '“the debate among leading Americans (in
Saigon) in recent months has dealt not with whether to leave a resid-
val force plus air power in the war zone next summer but only with
the size of the force.” '

These realities of Washington's military plans show how cynical was
Nixon's attempt in the Rather interview to distract attention from the
war and put it on the question of the prisoners of war. Nixon's delib-
erate lie is only part of the point.

White House spokesmen were forced to admit in Washington Jan. 4
that the U.S. had never proposed a firm date for withdrawal from
Vietnam in exchange for the release of American POWs. What is more
significant is the comment in Times reporter Terence Smith’s Jan. 5
article on this question that "Privately, the administration’s policy mak-
ers have conceded that Mr. Nixon simply was not prepared to make
such an offer during 1971, regardless of whether it would be accepted.”

Nixon made no such offer because he has no intentions of withdraw-
ing all U.S. forces from Southeast Asia. The same is as true in 1972
as in 1971.

The revolutionary forces in Vietnam have repeatedly stated that the
prisoners of war will be released if the United States withdraws from
Southeast Asia and ceases to support the military clique in Saigon.
Those in this country who are really concerned about the fate of the
imprisoned soldiers, as well as the tens of thousands of American
and Indochinese people who have been killed and wounded in this
murderous war, have long answered: "U.S. Out Now!"’

“"Out Now'' does not mean withdrawing U.S. troops bit by bit over
the next few years. It means immediately pulling out all U.S. military
personnel, ending all bombing raids, withdrawing all warships, and
dismantling all military bases.

Nixon's new bombing escalation has already begun to shatter many
illusions about Nixon's promise to withdraw from Vietnam. It is gen-
erating deep questioning about the realities of the war, and more
people recognize that the war will continue as long as any U.S. forces
occupy Southeast Asia.

The antiwar movement must respond to Nixon's escalation with vig-
orous protests, mobilizing as many antiwar forces as possible. Already
there have been immediate actions protesting the bombing raids. More
are planned.

The new events add extra urgency to building the National Student
Antiwar Conference called by the Student Mobilization Committee.
The conference, which will be held in New York City Feb. 25-27, plans
to map out a spring campaign of antiwar activities in high schools
and university campuses leading up to the demonstrations called in
New York and on the West Coast for April 22.
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Letters

Postattack information

I thought your readers might be
interested in this communication
from the Post Office Department to
all postal employees in Minneapolis
regarding "Civil Defense Postattack
Information." It reads in part:

"Regulations require that instruc-
tions for the postattack registration
system that would go into effect in a
national emergency be distributed to
all employees once each year.

"If you are prevented from report-
ing to work because of an enemy
attack, Minneapolis postal service
employees should report to their
emergency relocation site: St. Cloud
State College, St. Cloud College, St.
Cloud, Minn. [about 75 miles from
Minneapolis].

"If you are prevented from report-
ing to this site, go to the nearest
first-, second-, or third-class post
office; ask for a Federal Employee
Registration Card, CSC Form 600;
fill it out and deposit it there for
forwarding to the office of the Civil
Service Commission, which will
maintain the registration file for
your area. When the Civil Service
Commission receives your card, the
appropriate postal official will be no-
tified. It can then be decided where
and when you should report for
work. This card will also enable the
postal service to keep you on the
roster of active employees and pro-
vide an address for forwarding your
pay.

"You should obtain and complete
the registration card as soon after
enemy attack as possible but not
until you are reasonably sure that
you will be staying at the same ad-
dress for a period of time. If you
change your address after you have
sent in a card, complete a new one
and forward it immediately."

C.F.
Minneapolis, Minn.

Plan to end rape
Women's Liberation-Seattle is coming
up with a plan to abolish rape. It
involves taking direct action in the
areas of public protection, individual
self-defense, and general social atti-
tudes toward women. I'd like to go
into the plan in more detail, but -
there isn't room. So if any of your
readers are interested, they can write
to me and I'll tell them all about it.
While I'm at it, I think you should
give more attention in your paper to
other aspects of the women's move-
ment besides abortion, such as the
problem of rape, women's studies,
etc. Not that I'm against legalizing
abortion, but there's a lot more to
the movement than that.
Min
1733 Boylston #10

“Seattle, Wash. 98122

Jackson prison

We the Brothers here at Jackson
Prison in the State of Michigan
would like to say to you, The Mili-
tant, that someday, some way, we
may be able to reciprocate for your
generosity. The Militant is a very
highly informative and beautiful pa-
paper, and this is not only coming
from me, but all the Brothers here in
this HELLHOLE who have read
The Militant.

The Militant makes a man see the
things and understand the things
that he used to only look at. The
Militant tells him to stand up and be
a man, and this is what we need
more of—a paper to tell it like it is
without adding to or taking from,
no matter how much it hurts.

I am very sorry to see that the
wardens (pigs) at some of the pris-

ons cannot stand The Militant. If

they are doing everything right,

what is there to be afraid of? Smile.
Power to the Sisters in Washing-

ton, we love them.

Power to the people, yours in

struggle,

Charles E. X (Thompson)

Jackson, Mich.

Black inmates

We, the four Black inmates confined
in segregation block #10 at Walpole,
listen to the rhetoric spewed by the
local news media and by no means
are we included.

Guards prance back and forth in
front of our cells (we occupy cells
next to each other) and give vent to
their racist attitudes; exclaiming how
this nigger is gonna be in Bridge-
water (the mental hospital) by the
end of the week, or when one of us
(who has a bronchial asthmatic con-
dition) has an attack we have to
shake and rattle the bars, and holler
for about six hours to get him to
the infirmary. Still he receives little
or no medical attention— then upon
his return to the cell block the whole
cycle starts all over again. Not so
for the eight white inmates up here
with us; if they're sick, out they go.

The press? That's a laugh. We
have sent over 26 letters to various
newspapers over the past 15 months
I have been confined in segregation.
Mention "Black inmate" and our let-
ters are put in the "out" basket
marked "waste!"

Two of us, Lamont M. Brewer
and Ralph C. Hamm III, have
compiled a book of poetry entitled
Black Gaol, which is soon to be re-
leased by Broadside Press— with
hopes of acquiring enough money
for legal expenses in a Civil Rights
Action we now havé pending in fed-
eral court.

We happened to accidentally get a
copy of your paper and talked over

-about sending you this letter, with

the hopes that it will be published
for the benefit of your reading pub-
lic and possibly relief for ourselves.
Malik and Mguu

Walpole State Prison,

Walpole, Mass.

Hospitals as prisons

In your Dec. 10 issue you had a
large spread about the use of mental
hospitals in the USSR to repress
political persons. It is important to
realize that similar things go on in

_the U.S.

While working at Boston State
Hospital I witnessed several cases of
poor persons (Blacks, white elderly
and hippie types) being confined be-
cause judges didn't like them or they
didn't have the resources to fight
the state mental health system.

One particular hippie was busted
for jay walking, gave the judge
some lip about not having a lawyer
and was sent over for 30 days'
psychiatric examination. He later
pulled strings and got out in about
20 days.

An elderly Black man came in af-
ter having an epileptic fit, said some-
thing about wanting to die while
recovering, and was sent to a psy-
chiatric ward. Later the state tried
to take his house and ship him
off to a nursing home.

If you would be interested in in-
vestigating these or similar incidents,
I would be glad to help.

M. E W.
Narragansett, R. L.



Jewish Defense League

I read your excellent paper each
week — just purchased a subscription.
Every so often, however, I come
across little pieces of ignorance that
really turn the standards and ob-
jectives of your newssheet into a
bitter farce.

The double-standard "CAPITALIST
JUSTICE" that your "In Brief" re-
porter Lee Smith writes about is all
too real. However, you will have to
clear up a few contradictions for
me before I'm willing to see Rabbi
Meir Kahane labeled as— what
would YSA [Young Socialist Alliance]
people say — a capitalist's running
dog?!— and a right-winger!!?

The Jewish Defense League (JDL)
was begun originally in New York
City with the establishment of classes
in self-defense for those members of
the Jewish community being harassed
on their daily ways to temple, to
market, to school—by the ignorance,
prejudice and violence of the com-
munity.

Mr. Smith will have to explain to
me what is so imperialistic and
"right-wing" (!) about the slogan
"Never Again" that echoes the de-
fiant spirit of a people long, long
oppressed.

Malcolm X said "by any means
necessary” did he not? Where is the
contradiction between this and the
pressure tactics that JDL members
have resorted to when their protests
against the treatment of Russian
Jews were repeatedly frustrated by
hostile authorities?

Bob Mandel
New York City

In reply — Reader Mandel has a few
contradictions of his own to clear up.
He says he agrees there is a double
standard in the capitalist court sys-
tem. However, he fails to admit that
Meir Kahane has never borne the
brunt of harsh treatment by the
courts— he has been handled with
kid gloves. Why? Because he is a
racist and a right-winger. Kahane
himself, of course, claims that he is
persecuted by the authorities while
"violent Black militants" are let off.
The facts, however, dispute Kahane.

Is Mandel aware that his own ref-
erence to the "ignorance, prejudice
and violence of the community” is a
racist description of the Black com-
munity in Brooklyn used by JDL
fear-mongers to whip up hysteria?

The JDL's use of the slogan
"Never Again" is calculated to dem-
agogically utilize the horrible mem-
ory of Nazi death camps to mo-
bilize support for right-wing pur-
poses.

The JDL's "pressure tactics" are the
tactics of hooliganism and terrorism.
They have been directed, not against
the oppressors of Jews— the capital-
ist ruling class—but against Blacks,
other oppressed national minorities,
and the radical left.

Lee Smith

The letters column is an open forum
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen-
eral interest to our readers. Please
keep your letters brief. Where neces-
sary they will be abridged. Please in-
dicate if your name may be used or if
you prefer that your initials be used
instead.
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The Great Society

Progress report— The Rhode Island
Supreme Court ruled that men do not
have the right to beat their wives. The
court upheld a lower court, which
denied a divorce to attorney Aram
Berberian (two e’s and one a) and
issued a temporary restraining order
barring him from assaulting his wife.
Berberian argued that the federal and
state constitution guaranteed his right
to beat his wife “in accord with his
fundamental right to chastise her.”

Buck-oriented ducks— Analyzing the

Donald Duck comic strips, a group

of Swedish high school students con-
cluded that Donald was a victim of
capitalism and that the comic strip
projected materialistic, racially big-
oted values. ““Almost every story re
volves around money,” one student
observed. It is made to appear by
far the most important thing in life.
Uncle Scrooge has all the money, con-
trols everyone’s lives. Everybody
obeys him. He bribes and blackmails
people, but he always has the law
on his side.”

Smoother clipping— We get annoyed
every time we lose a Clipit, a gadget
for clipping news items that contains
about three cents worth of plastic and
metal and costs a dollar. But we were
particularly put out when we learned
that for only $11 Tiffany’s would pro-
vide us a silver one. Which would be
particularly nice for clipping Fortune.

Keeping up with the candidates— We
find it hard not to be impressed by the
lucidity of the public utterances of the
various major party presidential as-
pirants. For instance, Mayor Yorty
of Los Angeles says the U.S. must
“stop pussyfooting around and de
mand that the United Nations order
the North Vietnamese Communist ag-
gressors to get out of Cambodia.”
Meanwhile, Hubert Humphrey said
the only way we’ll solve the problem
of the cities is to ““go back to the
farm.”

Pity the poor purveyor— A probe of
worm-infested baby foods indicated
that larvae tend to breed under the
flange of twist-on caps. According to
the New York Times, a representa-
tive of Gerber’s “‘laid the blame for
infestation-prone lids squarely on the
consumer whose desire for a more
convenient package forced a very
competitive industry to give up im-
permeable tin cans. . ..” Not only
that, but we hear the kids won’t eat
the stuff without worms.

Better than food stamps— To fortify
them for the struggle against creep-
ing socialism, government officials are
provided good food at a discount.
According to the General Accounting
Office, NASA’s executive lunchroom
features a $4.03 lunch for 45 cents.
(But this is only possible because of
illegal purchases from military com-

missaries.) Our Treasury Dept. watch-
dogs spend $2.45 for a $14.31 meal.
At the National Science Foundation,
research capacities are occasionally
whetted with a batch of confiscated
liquor from the Customs Bureau.

Guardians of good taste— Nude mod-
els will be featured at the 1972 auto

.show in London. ““But we’ll be keep-

ing an eye on the exhibitors’ display,”
sternly warned a spokesman .for the
Society of Motor Manufacturers and
Traders, ‘“‘and if it gets the slightest
bit obscene, we’ll stop it.”’

Immoral, undignified and unpnofit-
able— First use of a plastic tombstone
in a British graveyard evoked an an-
gry response from Alexander Nevols,
a superintendent of cemeteries. That
the new plastic slab seems to be weath-
erproof and costs half the price of
stone cuts no ice with the burial man.
“A plastic memorial,” he declared,
“is a fraud, pure and simple. It is
an insult to the dignity of death.”

Thought for the week— “It's fun to
do a garden when you don’t have to
do the digging.” — The wife of the
president of a South African computer
outfit reporting on the servant situa-
tion in Johannesburg in a videotaped
pitch for U. S. personnel.

' — HARRY RING

By Any

THE BLACK SCHOLAR BOOK CL UB has been initiated
by The Black Scholar magazine. The Black Scholar is
a monthly journal of Black studies and research pub-
lished on the West Coast by Nathan Hare. According to
a news release, the book club is ‘“a means of having
at one’s fingertips a vividly annotated listing of recom-
mended books covering every facet of the Black experi-
ence; e.g., history, fiction, poetry, folktales, socio-political,
biography, autobiography, etc.”

The over 200 titles listed in the first catalog are being
offered at a 25 to 50 percent discount. You can join the
book club by simply ordering one or more books, re-
ceiving a membership card in return. The Board of Ad-
visors includes Hare, Robert Chrisman (editor of The
Black Scholar), Michael Harper, Imamu Amiri Baraka,
Adam David Miller, El Muhajir (Marvin X), Floyd B.
McKissick, Larry Neal, Gwendolyn Brooks, and Dr.
Charles V. Hamilton. For more information and cata-
logs, write to; The Black Scholar Book Club, Box 908,
Sausalito, Calif. 94965.

NINE POLICEMEN WERE INDICTED Dec. 19 by a
Shelby County grand jury in Memphis as a result of the
death of 17-year-old Elton Hayes last Oct. 15. Hayes,
who was out driving his father’s pickup truck with two
other Black youths, tried to outrun a police car follow-
ing him., This led to a high-speed chase with county police
participating. After being caught, the three received an
unwarranted and an unmerciful beating at the hands
of 31 cops. Hayes was beaten to death.

But the police went on to report that Hayes died in an
auto crash. However, this didn’t hold together after an
examination of the pickup truck, which was unmarked,
and statements to the press by the two surviving youths.
The whole affair sparked spontaneous demonstrations
and other street activity in the Black community.

The grand jury, all-male and composed of nine whites
and three Blacks, indicted four county and Memphis po-
lice officers on the charge of first degree murder; four
Memphis police officers on the charge of assault to mur-
der; and a police inspector on a misdemeanor charge of
neglect of duty.

The city and county police departments entered a state
of utter shock over the indictments. The county sheriff,
Roy C. Nixon, broke down in tears while delivering a
press statement on how he has stood ‘“‘behind the men
of this department.”’

The Dec. 9 Memphis Press-Scimitar reports another in-
cident, ‘unrelated but indicative of police mentality in the
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city. The report concerns a cop taking an ax to a news-
stand after he spotted a disparaging article on a fellow

" officer in a local daily. The cop, who was in plainclothes

and driving home on a motorcycle at 1:30 a.m., stopped
at a drugstore to get out of the rain. When he noticed
the article at the newsstand in front of the store, he be-
came enraged and used the ax carried on his cycle to
chop away at the stand. He later resigned after being
charged with malicious mischief.

HUEY P. NEWTON IS FREE after charges that he killed
an Oakland cop in October 1967 were dropped by the
prosecution. The charges were dismissed last month after_
the third jury trial ended in a six-to-six deadlock. '

The first trial, in the summer of 1968, reduced the
charges from murder to manslaughter. Newton served
22 months in prison before the verdict was overturned
by a higher court on the grounds that the lower court
did not consider all the evidence.

The second trial last August ended in a hung jury.

The primary factor in thwarting the state’s effort to rail-
road the Black Panther leader to the gas chamber was
the building of a massive defense effort in 1968 by the
Black Panther Party. ‘“Free Huey” became the cry of not
only nationalist and radical youth in this country, but
militants around the globe. '

However, due to political zigzags entailing an ultra-
leftist binge and now political prostration before the Demo-
cratic Party, the Panther Party is today a shell of its
former self. ‘ .
DROPPING HIS ALIAS OF ““ROY WILLIAMS,” H. RAP
BROWN appeared in Manhattan Supreme Court Dec. 13
and pleaded not guilty to charges of attempted murder
and robbery. His bail was lowered from $250,000 to
$200,000.

Brown was arrested along with three others in a shoot-
out with police outside an upper West Side bar in New
York last October. He had been on the FBI's “Most
Wanted List” for over a year after dropping out of sight
during a trial in Maryland in 1970. He was to have faced
trial there on charges fabricated by the state and in an
atmosphere where two close friends, Ralph Featherstone
and William ‘““Che” Payne, were blown to bits in an auto-
mobile after leaving pretrial hearings.

Because Brown was wounded in the shoot-out by police,
he is presently confined to Bellevue Hospital in New York
City.

— DERRICK MORRISON



By HARRY RING

During a tour of Texas this past No-
vember a couple of young socialists
and I visited the city of Lubbock.
With a population of about 150,000,
it is the second largest city in West
Texas.” It is several hundred miles
from EIl Paso, which is about twice
its size.

Most of the people in Lubbock are

- Chicano or Black, and most are poor.
Chicanos are the largest ethnic group
in the population.

" Despite the city's relative isolation,
el movimiento has come to Lubbock,
with Chicano students at Texas Tech

- playing an important role in commu-
nity organizing and political ¢on-
sciousness-raising generally. MECHA
is the principal Chicano student or-
ganization. It has an active campus
role even though Chicanos, as well
as Blacks, are a small percentage of
the student body.

One of the principal activists on
campus and in the community is a
Chicana whose militancy and dyna-
mism have won her wide esteem. Her
name is Mary Lou de la Cerda ("Ac-
tually it's Maria Louisa," she explains,
"but my Anglo teachers decided Mary
Lou was easier.")

We were introduced to Mary Lou
at a community church center where
several hundred people in the barrio
had turned out for a meeting prepara-
tory to the city's first major Chicano
march in protest against police bru-
tality. :

Later that evening we attended a
meeting of the Texas Tech student
senate, where she and several other
Chicano leaders made mincenieat of
the city attorney, who came to the
meeting to try to double-talk the po-
lice issue away.

Mary Lou is 30 and a graduate
student at Texas Tech. She is a lead-
ing figure in MECHA and is the elect-
ed representative of the graduate
school to the student senate. She wen

top vote among eleven contestants and

was the first Raza student to be elect-
ed to the senate at a school where
the Anglos are generally regarded as
rather conservative.

Her victory was particularly signif-
icant in that it came relatively soon
after she was the target of a red-bait-
ing smear campaign by the local me-
dia. The red-baiting was .intended to
justify her being fired as a junior high
school teacher in Lubbock. She is
challenging that firing in the courts
and agreed to an interview with 7he
Militant to help in publicizing the facts
of the case. i

In the course of an afternoon-long
interview-discussion we learned the
facts of the firing and, along with it,
an absorbing account of a life story
that exemplifies the development of
the Chicano movement. It is the story
of a fierce personal struggle to escape
the harshest privation; the achieve-
ment of a cherished goal; and then
an evolution into a movement activist
ready to subordinate personal career
and well-being to the struggle of La
- Raza.

Fired from school system

Mary Lou was fired from the Lub-
bock school system in May 1970 dur-
ing the massive national protests
against the U.S. invasion of Cam-
bodia and the Kent State killings.
That protest reached into Lubbock
and resulted in students at her school
wearing black armbands.

The school principal charged, with-
out basis in fact, that Mary Lou was
responsible for the protest. When she
explained this was not so, he advised
her he had never cared for her "atti-
tude." She responded that this was mu-
tual and he fired her on the spot. The
Texas Civil Liberties Union initiated
court action against this illegal firing
and the case is now pending in court.
Meanwhile, Mary Lou obtained a
grant enabling her to attend graduate
school.
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The firing came after an extended
period of harassment. School officials
began to take a dim view of Mary
Lou's activities several years ago
when she became publicly involved in
the newly developing Chicano move-
ment in the city. She was arbitrarily
transferred from the school where she
had originally taught to the one from
which she has now been fired after
Chicano students staged a brief walk-
out in solidarity with victimized Chi-
cano students in a neighboring area.

herself some searching questions.
"Here I was a social studies teacher,"
she explained. "I was teaching 'democ-
racy,' teaching 'equality’ and teaching
'justice.” And 1 was preaching this.
But everything I saw outside the class-
room, and even in the school system,
was different. What's written in the
textbooks is not the reality. It's a
myth.

"All of this began bothering me,"
she continued. "But back then I guess
I was pretty hung up on the security
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Mary Lou de la Cerda, fired teacher in Lubbock, Texas

On returning to school they had
soughf advice from Mary Lou. This
was falsely interpreted by school of-
ficials as meaning she had instigated
the walkout.

Fighting such a case in the West
Texas courts is no easy matter, but
she is determined to win her rights.

"I'm fighting the case," she said,
"with the hope that it will create aware-
ness in other people. I'm not only
fighting for my rights. I'm fighting
for the rights of all school teachers.
And also for kids, for the students.
Because if they can't have teachers
who really care for them, teachers
that they can identify with, then I feel
that we're denying them."”

How did her concern for helping
to increase such awareness develop?
I asked. How did she get involved in
the movement?

Like most Chicanos, particularly
those from impoverished families such
as her own, she had always been keen-
ly aware of Anglo racism and op-
pression. But it was about four years
ago that she began to develop social
and political awareness. -

She had been teaching for about a
year when she found she was asking
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bit. I had had a rough time getting
my education. It had taken me five
years to go through college and be-
come a teacher. So you're not just
ready to act. Everything that you've
been working for is at stake. I went
through a lot of inner conflict for
about a year."

How was the conflict resolved?

The turning point came when she
read an article in a local movement
publication, La Voz, by Nephatali de
Leon, a well-known Chicano activist.

The article, she recalled, was "about
the vendidos [sellouts] and the tio ta-
cos [Chicano equivalent of uncle toms]
who had made it in the educational
system and had forgotten all about
their people.

"I guess it hit me, it did something
to me,” she observed. "At that time
maybe some people were considering
me a tio taco or avendido." So Mary
Lou picked up the phone to tell de
Leon she disagreed with the article.

He responded, "Fine! It's your right
to disagree with me. How would you
like to disagree with me in a debate
on the radio?" Mary Lou accepted the
challenge, agreeing to appear with
him on a local Chicano program.

"Looking back now,” she said, "at
my whole involvement, my evolution
en el movimiento, that debate really
did something to me. He really got
me thinking. After that debate I start-
ed looking deeper, really started ques-
tioning. I became more and more in-
volved in community organizations.

"The school administration saw all
this," she continued, "seeing one of
their teachers getting involved, speak-
ing on radio and TV, getting involved
with La Raza. And they didn't like it.
But they didn't come right out and
say they didn't like what I was doing.
They don't do it that way. To my
face they'd say, 'You are doing a
good job.' But behind my back, grin-
go style, they were having some fun
stabbing me in the back. When that
reality hit me," she continued, "what
had been going on behind my back,
when that sank in, I think that's when
I really became committed to el mo-
vimiento."

It was only at this point in the in-
terview that I got to ask Mary Lou
about her personal background, what
her life had been before she became
a teacher.

"There were 14 of us, seven boys
and seven girls. We grew up in West
Texas. We moved here in 1949 as
migrant workers, intending to stay
just for the season and then go back
home to Melvin, a small town near
San Angelo. But my father decided
we should stay and pick cotton in
the fall. Well, we never went back.

"It was a very difficult situation.
I grew up under very hard conditions
—a two-room house, no inside water,
no inside toilet.

"In the sixth grade,” she continued,
"I got turned on to school. I really
got motivated by a teacher. I began
dreaming about going to high school,
finishing high school.

"I was the fifth oldest. The older
ones were growing up, getting mar-
ried, leaving home. And then, when
I was a junior in high school, my
father passed away. At that time I
was the oldest one at home. My moth-
er can't read or write English, can't
sign her name. She had been very
dependent on my father for every-
thing. All she had done her entire
life —she married when she was 13 — -
was to have 14 kids, one after the
other, one a year."

The death of Mary Lou's father led
to "a big battle" at home, with her
mother saying she should quit school
and help out with the children. "Fi-
nally she said I'd have to do as she
said or not live under her roof. I
wanted to help her with the family,
but I wanted that high school degree.
I wasn't even thinking about college
then. That was something unreach-
able. Anyway, the point came where
we had to part roads for about a
year." )

Mary Lou did graduate from high
school, affected a reconciliation with
her mother, and went to work.

‘Insult after insult’

"I had my degree, my high school
diploma. Good deal. It's supposed to
get you a fancy job. There I was
with this piece of paper in my hand,
this diploma, and the only job I could
get was as a car hop at 75 cents
an hour. I loathed it. I hated it. Al
the things I had been dreaming about
—the things a high school diploma
was going to help me do. And there
you were, car-hopping. Putting up
with insults —insult after insult after
insult—because you were a Mexican,
car-hopping in a small town. That
was when I first started thinking about
going to college.

"When the idea first came to my
mind I said, 'Don't even think about.
That's imp ossible. You're poor."'"

But Mary Lou saved her earnings
as a car hop, made a down payment
on a truck and became a "crew boss,"”
transporting farmworkers to the fields..

Continved on page 22



- El Paso
- Chicanos

In campus
struggle

By TED STACEY

EL PASO, Texas— The University
of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) has
been the scene of Chicano political
activity for some time. La Raza on
campus has been trying to obtain
parity for Chicanos in three 'areas

of the university: the student body,

the faculty and the administration.

While the population of El Paso is
60 percent Chicano, the number of
Chicanos in the university reflects the
racist and biased attitudes of the
Board of Regents. Forty percent of
the students at UTEP are Chicano,
and only 7 percent of the faculty and
one administrator are Chicano.

In addition to their demand for par-
ity, Chicano students at UTEP are
also trying to establish a complete
special services program consisting of
tutoring, counseling, financial aid and
a degree program in Chicano studies.
The administration has not only- fail-
ed to implement the program, but.al-
so appointed a racist, Dr. Gary
Brooks, to oversee it.

The original program was drawn
up by La Mesa Directiva (Board of
Directors), a committee consisting of
_ Chicano students, faculty, and com-
"munity residents charged with running
the Chicano studies department. Their
program for Chicano services was

submitted to the Department of Health,

Education and Welfare (HEW) in-

Washington, D.C., Oct. 16, 1970.
HEW approved it, gave them $130,-
000, and commented that it was one
of the best programs it had seen. The
Texas Board of Regents thought oth-
erwise. They rejected the program and
hired Dr. Brooks to oversee student
affairs and rewrite the special services
program. In his version, he made
racist remarks and included "evalu-
ation testing” rather than provide the
needed special services.

On Nov. 30, 1971, La Mesa Directi-
va presented the university with sev-
eral demands, including: "1) that Ly-
dia Aguirre be hired as Assistant Dean
of Students [to fill a vacated position];
2) that Dr. Gary Brooks resign as
vice-president of student affairs; 3)
that priority be given to qualified Chi-
canos for adminstrative vacancies that
occur in order to achieve parity in
this area."

On Dec. 3, the administration re-
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- plied to their demands. They rejected

Aguirre, refused to remove Brooks
from his position, but "agreed" to con-
tinue "as we have in the past" to give
priority to Chicanos when filling va-
cancies. Following the refusal of the
administration to grant the first two
demands, there was a demonstration
on campus at which 34 students were
arrested. :
The administration then stepped up
its propaganda against La Mesa Di-
rectiva. On Dec. 11, the El Paso pa-
pers carried a front-page story re

lating that Dr. Brooks had been "al- -

legedly attacked" by two "Latins" ear-
lier that morning. Dr. Brooks, who
claims to have broken the arm of
one and the nose of the other, says
he was not hurt because he is a Kara-
te expert. .

Reacting to this attempt by the ad-
ministration to make it appear as if
the Chicanos were the cause of vio-
lenice on campus, La Mesa Directiva
countered with a cartoon distributed
on campus.
twisting the front leg of an elephant
and kicking another elephant in the
nose. The caption read, "On Saturday,
Dec. 11, 1971, Dr. Gary Brooks en-
gaged two pink elephants in combat,
mistaking them for two Brown Berets.
It was two-thirty in the morning, they
all look alike in the dark." La Mesa
Directiva then held a news conference
on the afternoon of Dec. 11 to explain
its side of the present struggle.

Community support for the students'
position grew as even normally con-
servative groups voiced their support
for La Mesa Directiva. In addition,
Local 509 of the United Steelworkers
as well as a local of the Building
Trades union have issued statements
of support.

Argentine
prisoner

defense

launched

NEW YORK CITY — An international
campaign demanding the restoration
of civil liberties in Argentina has been
launched here by the United States
Committee for Justice to Latin Amer-
ican Political Prisoners (USLA). A
special January-February issue of the
defense committee's newsletter, the
USLA Reporter, has been printed to
kick off the campaign.

Articles in the USLA Reporter show
that over the past year abduction and
torture, often culminating in murder,
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Two Chicanas being arrested in Dec. 3 demonstration

It depicted Dr. Brooks

have become the normal -way Argen-
tine strong-man General Alejandro A.
Lanusse has dealt with those who op-
pose his dictatorship. ‘

From the most recent police kidnap- .

ping of law student Luis Enrique Pu-
jals on Sept. 24, 1971 (see the Nov.
12 Militant), which reportedly ended
with Pujal's assassination, these inci-
dents go back over a year to the
case of Dr. Nestor Martins. Martins,
a well-known civil liberties lawyer,
and a client, Nildo Zenteno, were ab-
ducted in broad daylight on Dec. 186,
1970. Nothing has been heard of ei-
ther of them since.

For the political prisoners the La-
nusse regime admits holding (recent
official figures list 399) conditions in
the prisons themselves are a form of
ongoing torture. Recently, the situa-
tion of four prominent oppositionists
in a Buenos Aires jail became so bad
that as a last recourse they initiated
a hunger strike. They were joined by
the lawyers and more than 93 other
prisoners. The four prisoners had
been placed in solitary confinement
basement cells with no fresh air or
sunlight and were denied even the
most essential medical attention.

There is little knowledge or protest
in the United States about what is
happening under the Lanusse regime.
The USLA Justice Committee hopes
to bring these facts to the attention
of the American public and carry out
a campaign to get prominent individ-
uals and organizations to endorse de-
mands to end the abduction and tor-
ture of dissidents and to free all po-
litical prisoners. ‘

To help get out information on these

cases, the January-February USLA
Reporter includes a number of articles
on the situation in Argentina. In ad-
dition, fact sheets summarizing the
cases are available for broad distri-
bution and for soliciting support for
the campaign. These fact sheets will
be updated as new information be
comes available.

Secondly, an international call is
being sent out to defense committees
and political groups in Europe, Asia,
and Latin America, urging them to
participate in the campaign.

In addition to getting out the facts,
the committee plans to mobilize pro-
tests to put pressure on the Lanusse
regime to end its barbaric treatment
of dissidents. Public appeals by prom-
inent individuals and organizations,
demonstrations and petitions to La-
nusse are planned.

International protest of this sort was
responsible for preventing the death
sentence and eventually winning the
release of the Peruvian revolutionary
peasant leader, - Hugo Blanco, and
helped win the release of Regis De-
bray from prison in Bolivia. The
USLA, founded in 1966, played a
significant role in both of these cam-
paigns.

Subscriptions to the USLA Reporter,
the best means of keeping up to date
on the situation of political prisoners
throughout Central and South Amer-
ica and the Caribbean, are available
from the committee for $2 for 10
issues.

Further information and materials
to help in the campaign to free Ar-
gentine political prisoners are avail-
able from the USLA Justice Commit-
tee, P. 0. Box 2303 New York, N.Y.
10001. Phone: (212) 924-0894.

L.A.
students

to appeal
conviction

By MARTIN ROTHMAN

LOS ANGELES— The two-week-long
trial of the two Los Angeles City Col-
lege students victimized for protesting
the presence of Marine recruiters on
campus ended Dec. 22 with a con-

viction on two of four counts. The.
jury, after deliberating for two days,
convicted Richard Spear and Larry
Mitchell of "resisting a public officer
in the performance of his duties" and
"disturbing the peace.”

The charges of "inciting a riot” and
"malicious mischief" were dropped.

On Oct. 1, 1971, a small adver-
tisement appeared in the campus news-
paper announcing that Marine Corps
recruiters would visit the campus on -
Oct. 4 and 5. The recruiters were
scheduled to appear despite the fact
that in the spring of 1971 a student
referendum voted not to allow mili-
tary recruiters on campus.

The Student Mobilization Commit-
tee initiated a series of emergency
meetings in response to the adminis-
tration's move. Discussions were held
with administrators, and the student
government condemned the adminis-
tration and called for a debate with
recruiters. When the administration re-
fused to uphold the student mandate,
the SMC called for a picket line and
rally Oct. 4 in protest.

Two days after the demonstration,
police arrested two LACC students on
their way to class and picked up a
third the following day.

The campus was thrown into tur-
moil. A defense committee including
many campus organizations was
formed. Two thousand endorsers were
obtained by the defense committee in
the first two weeks, including the Los.
Angeles Peace Action Council and the
Out Now Coalition. A committee rally
Oct. 13 drew 700 students.

A few days later charges were
dropped against one of the three stu-
dents and the prosecutor delayed the
trial in hopes of undercutting student
support.

The delay tactic worked only par-
tially, and when the trial opened in
the second week of December, the pros-
ecution was faced with a courtroom
full of students and other supporters
of the defense committee.

Policemen who were prosecution wit-
nesses discussed openly on the stand
how they had "infiltrated" the demon-
stration, - carefully placing police
throughout the crowd. They explained
their method of "picking out individ-
uals in the crowd" for later prosecu-
tion. The campus police testified to
possessing copies of every student's
identification card. During fall regis-
tration, however, when student pic-
tures were taken for these cards, stu-
dents had been told that no copies
were being made.

Student witnesses for ‘the defense tes- -
tified they had participated in a peace-
ful demonstration in which the cam-
pus police were the only ones to play
a "malicious" role. ‘

The prosecution began to emphasize

.an incident where the Marine table

was pulled away. The students tes-
tified that they believed the table be-
longed to the students and that the
Marines did not have permission from
the students to use it.

The prosecution was reduced to
fighting for its two most "vague"
charges—"resisting a public officer”
and "disturbing the peace." The evi-
dence was conflicting on these charges.

The jury returned a guilty verdict
on the two charges, which the defense
committee plans to appeal.

In the aftermath of the Los Angeles
Community College demonstration,
the presence of Marine Corps recruit-
ers was protested at three other junior
colleges in Los Angeles. At Los An-
geles Valley College antiwar students
succeeded in forcing the removal of
the Marines from their campus.

The defense committee regards its
efforts as successful. Defendant Rich-
ard Spear summed up the case well
when he said: "This trial has been

~ a 'teach-in' for the students at LACC.

They will not soon forget the role
of the police and administration in
complicity against the antiwar move-
ment. They [the students] cannot help
being encouraged and perhaps in-
spired by the conduct of our defense."
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By TONY THOMAS

JAN. 4 — If the West Pakistani government releases
Sheik Mujibur Rahman after nearly a year of
. confinement, it will be an important victory for
the Bangladesh national liberation struggle. It will
represent an expression of the mass strength of
the Bengali people and the campaign they mount-
ed for his release.

- Mujibur Rahman's release also reflects the fear
of the new Bhutto regime in West Pakistan and
its imperialist backers that the political differentia-
tion taking place in Bangladesh will deepen into
a socialist revolution.

- A dispatch from Dacca, Bangladesh, in the Dec.
24 Christian Science Monitor states that Rahman's
"prestige far exceeds that of any other politician
here, and his presence may be needed to prevent
an eruption of destructive factionalism, not to men-
tion a possible drift to the extreme left.”

army had not handed these Pakistanis over to
the Bangladesh regime for arrest because of "in-
ternational law."

The Times article also reported that the Indians
are protecting more than 100,000 Pakistani sup-
porters, including civil officials, politicians, busi-
nessmen, professionals, and soldiers. An undated
article in the Jan. 10 issue of Time magazine
reported that the Indians have begun evacuating
Pakistanis to India.

Meanwhile, the Pakistani, U.S. and Indian gov-
ernments are attempting to create an image of
brutal reprisals against the Pakistanis by the Ben-
gali masses. The Indians hope to justify in this
way their continued occupation of Bangladesh and
the disarming of the Bengali freedom fighters. In
addition, the U.S. and Pakistan want to lay the
basis for possible U.S. or United Nations inter-
vention. The execution of four Pakistani collabora-
tors by the Mukti Bahini at a mass rally in Dacca
was widely publicized by the U.S. media. The

- Conflict develops between
Bangladesh militants and

Provisional Government

AfMé Bengalis celebrate defeat of Pakistan troops

The danger of an "extreme left" course exists
because the struggle for the national liberation
of Bangladesh has not been fully completed. Indian
troops and authorities control much of Bangla-
desh, especially the cities. Furthermore, the cap-
italist Provisional Government of Bangladesh,
dominated by Mujibur's Awami League, doesn't
represent the interests of the Bengali masses. Both
India and the Awami League seek to curb the
struggles of the Bengali people. .

Conflicts have already developed between these
two forces and the masses of Bengali workers,
peasants, and students over such issues as the
punishment of Pakistani war criminals and sup-
porters of the Pakistani regime within East Bengal.
When Indian troops accepted the surrender of Paki-

stani troops in Dacca Dec. 16, the chief of staff

of the Indian eastern command, Major General
J. F. R. Jacob, stated that India had given its "guar-
antee that the soldiers and West Pakistanis will
be protected, and we mean to keep it." (Dec. 17
Washington Post). The Post dispatch from Dacca
reported "Indian troops are being dispatched
around the city to protect any collaborators, as
well as the defeated Pakistani soldiers."

India claims that protection of these Pakistanis
from the Bengali masses is one of the reasons
it remains in Bangladesh. The Dec. 26 New York
Times states that Indian officials reject Indian
withdrawal from Bangladesh because "they be-
lieve that without the soldiers there probably would
be massacre by Bengalis seeking revenge against
those who collaborated with the Pakistani troops."
These officials claimed that there will be no sub-
stantial reductions in the size of the Indian forces
for at least "three or four months."

The Dec. 27 Times reported that as a result
of the pressure of the Bengali masses, the Pro-
visional Government announced it had arrested
30 top Pakistani civilian officials and claimed
it would put them on trial for genocide. Two days
after these "arrests," India's special envoy in Dac-
ca, Durga Prasad Dhar, stated that the Indian
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Dec. 27 Wall Street Journal, as part of this anti-
Bengali campaign, claimed that the East Bengali
concept of "happiness” is a "warm sten gun."

The truth is, however, that the Bengali masses
have shown remarkable restraint despite the fact
that the Pakistanis murdered over one million
Bengalis and exiled 10 million, raped thousands
of women, and devastated the country. Even the
Wall Street Journal was forced to admit in the
same article that "the scale of Pakistani army atroc-
ities over the past nine months made some degree
of Bengali retribution inevitable, and the surpris-
ing thing has been that the Bengalis haven't (or
haven't yet) indulged in mass slayings of the mil-
lion or so members of Bangladesh's non-Bengali
minority, the Biharis. [The Biharis supported and
participated in the Pakistani murders, robbings
and rapes in Bangladesh.]"

In fact, the Dec. 25 issue of The. Economzst,
a British newsweekly, claims that the Bengali guer-
rillas have called for the trial only of war criminals
and have attempted to persuade the people of
Bangladesh to' accept other former Pakistan sup-
porters as Bangladesh citizens. The denial of the
demands of the Bengali masses for the trial of
these collaborators and war criminals is only one
sign that the Bengalis have yet to gain full con-
trol over their national affairs.

No elections

Another sign of the friction between the Pro-
visional Government and the Bengali masses is
the fact that the government has refused to hold
democratic elections now or in the near future.
According to the Dec. 18 Economist, supporters
of the Provisional Government claim that "since
the government derives its legitimacy from the
elections held in December 1970, room can be
found only for those who were then duly elected.”
According to the Economist, this would mean a
government exclusively made up of representa-
tives of the Awami League, since the only other
representatives to the national and provincial as-

semblies in the 1970 elections were supporters
of the Pakistani regime.

While the Awami League did gain 167 of the
169 seats from East Bengal for the Pakistani na-
tional assembly in 1970, many organizations to
the left of the middle-class oriented Awami League
(which at that time opposed full Bengali indepen-
dence) boycotted the elections. Moreover, a year
of revolutionary struggle and fierce repression has
radicalized the Bengali masses beyond their level
of political consciousness in 1970.

Another cause of friction has been the arms that
tens of thousands of Bengalis have acquired in
the national liberation struggle. The Mukti Ba-
hini is composed of over 100,000 fighters, half

- of whom are volunteers, the rest, former members

of the Pakistani army. Thousands of other Ben-
galis armed themselves either during the nine-
month Pakistani occupation or after the defeat
of Pakistani forces as a safeguard against Paki-
stani and Bihari terrorists, who still roam Bangla-
desh.

These guerrillas have developed much more rad-
ical political views than the Provisional Govern-
ment, most of whose leaders took no part in the
guerrilla struggle. The Dec. 27 Wall Street Journal
points out that the guerrillas are asking "why
the inheritors of the revolutionary war should
be men who drank tea in Calcutta while others
were hiding and flghtmg in the paddies of Bangla-
desh."

Moreover, according to the Journal, many lib-
eration fighters took part in groups independent
of the nominally pro-Awami League Mukti Bahini.

Disarming guerrillas

These and other anti-Provisional Government
and anti-Indian armed groups and individuals
pose a serious threat to capitalist stability in
Bangladesh.

On Dec. 27, the Indian and Provisional gov-
ernments announced a plan to disarm the 100,000
Mukti Bahini. Some would be integrated into an
Indian-trained "regular" army of 20,000, mostly
drawn from the 50,000 "Muktis" who were formerly
in the Pakistani army and police. The 80,000
other members of the Mukti Bahini and the thou-
sands of other armed Bengali workers, students,
and peasants would apparently be completely dis-.
armed and at the mercy of the Indian army and
the Provisional Government.

Sections of the guerrilla movement have attacked
these attempts at disarming the Bengalis. -Accord-
ing to the Dec. 25 Times, an organization of Ben-
gali students who armed themselves during the
India-Pakistan war distributed an announcement
"that they would not surrender their weapons until
the Bengali political leader, Sheik Mujibur Rah-
man, was released from prison. . . ."

After the slaughter of masses of Bengalis and
the refusal of the Awami League to arm the Ben-
gali masses last March when they were attacked
by Pakistani troops, it would not be surprising
if the Bengali freedom fighters refused to be peace-
fully disarmed. This is especially true in light
of the fact that many major social questions re-
main to be solved.

Answers to these questions— such as the owner-
ship of land (which will be complicated by the
return of 10 million refugees, most of whose land
was grabbed by Biharis and other supporters
of the Pakistani regime) and the problem of how
to operate jute and tea plantations, many of which
were owned by Pakistani capitalists or British
imperialists — have yet to be posed.

Because the masses of Bengalis have been mo-
bilized and radicalized by the national liberation
struggle, the-continuing struggle for their libera-
tion has the possibility of growing over into a
socialist revolution. Only such a revolution could
complete the demands of the Bengali masses for
national liberation, land, freedom from starvation,
and democratic government.

The Indian and Provisional governments and
a number of capitalist commentators in this coun-
try hope that Mujibur Rahman can divert the.
East Bengalis from social revolution.

Before the March 1971 invasion and occupa-
tion of Bangladesh, Mujibur and the Awami
League opposed the mass movement for indepen-
dence and refused to prepare the Bengali masses
for armed resistance against the Pakistani forces.
Although Mujibur's Awami League has nation-
alized a few Pakistani-owned banks and indus-
tries, it still supports the capitalist system that
miserably exploits and oppresses 75 million East
Bengalis. | -

To successfully complete the Bangladesh national
liberation struggle through a socialist revolution,
the Bengali masses can place no confidence in

Mujibur Rahman, the Awami League, or the In- . -

dian capitalist regime of Indira Gandhi.



Women
confront
abortion
foes

SAN FRANCISCO— Cathedral Hill
Hospital in San Francisco was the
center of a heated confrontation Dec.
11 between the Women's Abortion Co-
alition (the Bay Area affiliate of the
Women's National Abortion Action
Coalition) and Pro-Life, an anti-abor-
tion organization.

Cathedral Hill Hospital has become
known for its safe, fast abortions, and
30 young women were scheduled for
abortions that day. Pro-Life, modern-
day crusaders against women's rights,
had called a picket line to prevent
these women from exercising their
right to have abortions. Instead of
the cross and the sword, these modern
inquisitors — numbering 35 and half
of them male— marched with their fa-
mous necrophilic symbol: pictures of
mangled fetuses in full color and full

hoto by Caroline Lund
Left: demonstrator in Washington, D.C., Nov. 20. Right: anti-abortion
people man (literally) literature table at New York bus terminal.

size. A wrinkled priest blessed them
as they passed.

The Women's Abortion Coalition
confronted the Pro-Lifers head-on. Syl-
via _Weinstein of the coalition called
the ".nti-abortion picketers "vicious."
She said they added to the trauma
of pregnant women seeking abortions
by calling them murderers.

"But they are murderers," said Mari-
an Banducci, who is head of the Fre-
mont chapter of Voice for the Un-
born. Weinstein, a grandmother who
said she had had two abortions, shot
back, "Your arguments are idiotic and
stupid. A woman has the right to
choose, but you are here denying
women that right." '

Two young women who were sched-
uled for abortions that day agreed to
hear one of the Pro-Lifers. After listen-
ing to the Pro-Lifers, they both stated
they had come for an abortion and
were going ahead with it.

Pro-Life, knowing that most of these
women were young and wanted their
abortions to be a private affair, had

“deliberately called all the news media

to inform them of their picket line.
This attempt to intimidate these wom-
en with public exposure failed. All
30 women had their abortions, and
were on their way back to lives of
their choice in a matter of hours.
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Nixon’s
support to

Pakistan
exposed

By MARCEL BLACK
Disclosures by syndicated columnist

- Jack Anderson, combined with the ac-

tions of ships from the U.S. Seventh
Fleet in the Bay of Bengal, make
it abundantly clear that despite its
claim to neutrality, U.S. imperialism

gave complete support to Pakistan in

its war with India and its attack on
the Bangladesh people.

Anderson's disclosures were based
on classified materials and notes taken
by U.S. officials at top-level Nixon
administration meetings. Excerpts
from these notes were published by
Anderson in his column Dec. 30.

Anderson concludes from studying
the papers that "The president gruffly
overrode the advice of the State
Dept.'s professionals who urged him
to use his special influence with Yahya
to stop the Pakistani persecution and
to grant the Bengalis a measure of
autonomy. When the Indian army fi-
nally came to the aid of the Bengalis,
the pros pleaded with Nixon to re
main neutral if for no other reason
than Pakistan looked like a sure loser

. Instead he supported the repres-

Anderson also disclosed that Nix-
on wanted to ship major arms such
as phantom jets to Pakistan despite
a U.S. ban on such aid formally
adopted after the 1965 Indo-Pakistan
war. Nixon planned to ship the arms
through Jordan and Saudi Arabia.
The Dec. 27 Newsweek adds Iran and
Turkey to the list of reactionary Mos-
lem states Nixon wanted to use as
conduits for shipping arms to Paki-

stan. Only the defeat of Pakistan pre -
vented this. -

When the Indo-Pakistan war broke
out, the U.S. sent a naval task force
including the aircraft carrier Enter-
prise, the most powerful warship in
human history, to the Bay of Bengal.
The Enterprise was supposedly sent
to evacuate U.S. citizens, despite the
fact that only a handful of Ameri-’
cans remained in Bangladesh.

An article in the Dec. 22 Washing-
ton Post further exposes the role of
these naval forces. According to the
Post, the force included, "the Enter-
prise, which carries 70 fighter-bomb-
ers . . . accompanied by two guided-
missile destroyers and two convention-
al destroyers. The task force was then
joined by the Tripoli— carrying -
24 helicopters and 800 Marines— an
oiler, and three more destroyers. . . .
Altogether, about 6,000 U.S. Navy
and Marines were involved."

According to Pentagon spokesman
Jerry Friedheim, the ships took up
position between the Maldive Islands
and Ceylon—more than two days'
sailing distance from Bangladesh or
West Pakistan but . well within
the bombing range of aircraft from
the nuclear-armed Enterprise— for the
use of evacuation helicopters. Fried-
heim claimed the fleet was to be kept
there so it could be used in operations
in any part of the Indian subcontinent,
not merely Bangladesh.

The stationing of the U.S. fleet in
these waters is a threat designed to
prevent the Bengali revolution from
going beyond bounds acceptable to
U. S. imperialism. It is a threat to the
right of self-determination of all na- -
tions on the Indian subcontinent.

DAY CARE—A conference on child care took
place the last week in November at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, and it arrived at some pretty
revolutionary conclusions. This was not a con-
ference of radical women’s liberation supporters,
however. It was a conference of 200 Illinois gov-
.ernment and community leaders called together
by Illinois Governor Richard Ogilvie to come up
with recommendations for a state policy on child
care.

The conference recommended that “quality day
care be vrovided as an option to all children.”

The Nov. 28 Chicago Sun-Times explained the
implications of this recommendation as follows:

“This seeming platitude could mean that: No
child would be left alone or in the care of other
children, neighbors or unsuitable sitters. For the
first time in history a low-income woman with
children would have a genuine career choice. The
public system of education would be extended down
into infancy. The welfare of children would be-
come a governmental responsibility.”

ABORTION—A Dec. 8 Associated Press dispatch

from Bonn begins by saying: “Hardly a week -

goes by without a demonstration somewhere in
West Germany for a reform of the country’s laws
against abortion.”

The article says that a heated public debate is
occurring over the abortion question. During a
congress of Chancellor Willy Brandt’s Social Dem-
ocratic Party in November, the abortion issue was
raised from the floor against the wishes of the
. party leadership, and ‘the more than 300 delegates
voted overwhelmingly that abortion should be le-
galized for the first three months of pregnancy.

Presently abortion is illegal unless the woman’s
life is in danger, and a woman who has an abor-
tion can be imprisoned for five. years. The gov-
ernment estimates that 400,000 to 500,000 illegal
abortions are performed each year and that 250
women die yearly from illegal abortions.
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TELEPHONE WORKERS — According to the Dec.
1 issue of The Spokeswoman, the new contract
agreed to by the Communications Workers of
America does little to improve  the lot of women
telephone workers. Before the new settlement, top
craftsmen (mainly male) made about $182 a week,
while top traffic operators (mainly female) made
only $114.50 —just 62 percent of what the men
made. The new contract narrows the gap only
slightly by granting women 65 percent of men’s
pay. Fifty-five percent of the members of the Com-
munications Workers union are female.

Meanwhile, the Equal Employment Opportunities
Commission charged Dec. 1 that the Bell Tele-
phone system is ‘“without doubt the largest op-
pressor of women workers in the United States.”

The Bell System has some 165,000 telephone
operators nationally, only 224 of whom are male.
An increasing number of operators are Black
women.
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Women: The Insurgent Majority

Bell Telephone issued a memorandum in 1966
explaining why only women were to be hired as
operators. They said: ““Many times operators’
knees, elbows, hands, and arms brush their neigh-
bors’ bodies. To have men and women (even
those with the best intentions and good will) work-
ing side by side under these conditions would
create an intolerable situation.’

Bell Telephone ignores the question of why the~re
should be crowded working conditions in the first
place.

THINGS ARE CHANGING — There is a presti-
gious, multivolume directory of scientists that has
always been called American Men of Science. This
year, reports the Nov. 23 New York Times, the
name will be changed to American Men and Wom-
en of Science.

— CAROLINE LUND

by Mell Lazarus
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=By CINDY JAQUITH ’ :
HOUSTON — Nearly 1,000 people at-
tended the spirited campaign rally that

hlghlighted the proceedings of the 11th
national convention of the Young So-
cialist Alliance. Featured speakers at
the rally were Linda Jenness, pres-
idential candidate of the Socialist
Workers Party, and SWP vice-presi-
‘dential candidate Andrew Pulley. "This
is the first revolutionary-socialist con-
vention ever held in the South; and we
are here to say it won't be the last!"
‘vowed Debby Leonard, SWP candi-
" date for. governor of Texas, who
chaired the rally.

-The keynote speech by Linda Jen-
ness saluted the YSA for its work in
support of the SWP campaign and
“it§¢ role in building the mass move-
ments. Jenness stated that "even the
largest and broadest mass movements
. will not be enough, unless there is a
" revolutionary-socialist  party
" youth organization to help lead these
-movements. And that is why. we must
build the Socialist Workers Party and
-the Young Socialist Alliance. . . . Our
party ‘adds a whole new dimeiision
o the struggle —that dimension is a
rounded program that interrelates all
the' movements into an organized
struggle against the capitalist rulers.
~ It"is that program we are presenting
to the American people in this cam-
paign.” -
$15,844 — most of it in amounts of
© $100 or less —was raised at the rally
to: help make the SWP 1972 campaign
the biggest ever. Five people offered
the use of their cars to the campaign
for traveling teams of campaign or-
" ganizers this spring. The total amount
of money collected was almost three
times the amount raised at the Cleve-
land rally in August that launched
the 1972 campaign.

Mariana Hernandez, SWP campaign
manager in Los Angeles, and Tom
Vernier, a national coordinator of
Young Socialists for Jenness and Pul-
ley, also spoke at the rally. Vernier
called on the audience to give a round
of applause to campaign supporters
in Florida who gathered more than
. 51,000 signatures on petitions to place
the SWP on the ballot there.

Twelve hundred and forty young
socialists participated in the ‘conven-
tion, which lasted from Dec. 28 to
Jan. 1. Delegates and observers from
31 states came to discuss- and map
out a revolutionary-socialist strategy
for the election year. The discussion
centered on the YSA's support to the
SWP 1972 election campaign.

Although many participants had to
travel thousands of miles to attend,
the total registration was larger than
at any previous YSA convention.
There were 1,220 registered at last
year's YSA convention in New York
City.

The convention was the culmination
of three months of political discussion
in chapters of the YSA around the
country. Five resolutions — proposing
“an overall political strategy for the
YSA and the role it should play in
the antiwar movement, the women's
liberation movement, the Black strug-
gle, and the Chicano struggle —were
distributed to the YSA membership
by the YSA National Executive Com-
mittee. These NEC draft resolutions

. were then discussed in local meetings.
During the preconvention period, YSA
members also contributed written res-

N
SWP vice-presidential candidate A

and -

olutions and dis,cuséion articles which- -
were published by the YSA national

office and sent out to the entire mem-
bership. After this discussion, YSA

members voted on the resolutions and"

elected delegates from each local. A
total of 224 elected delegates attended
the convention.

At the convention itself, the delegates
discussed and voted on 11 reports
presented by the outgoing National
Executive Committee. The NEC res-
olutions and reports, approved vir-
tually unanimously, now constitute the
course the YSA will follow until its
next convention. '

The political report, given by Andy
Rose, described both the problems and
the opportunities facing revolution-
aries during the election year. Because
of deep illusions among the majority
of people in this country that the elec-
tions can bring about change, election
periods have traditionally been diffi-
cult times to mobilize people in inde-
pendent actions in the streets. Rose
cited the National Youth Caucus,

formed at a Dec. 3-5 conference in

Chicago, as one of the vehicles cap-
italist politicians are using to siphon
the energy of activists away from the
independent movements.

_Election campaign

¥

ndrew Pulley address-

At the same time, however, since the
attention of the American people is
focused on the elections, the 1972 SWP
election campaign presents the biggest
opportunities yet for the YSA to gain
a hearing for its ideas, Rose said.
Involving thousands of young people
in the Young Socialists for Jenness
and Pulley will be the focus of the
YSA's work over the next year. In
this way, Rose explained, the YSA
will win many young people to rev-
olutionary socialism.

The political report was followed
by a report on the Young Socialists
for Jenness and Pulley by John Haw-
kins, one of three national coordina-
tors of the YSJP. During the fall of
1971, Linda Jenness and Andrew Pul-
ley addressed over 14,000 people at
campaign meetings, and spoke to a
total of 95,000 people, including the
Nov. 6 antiwar actions and the Nov.
20 abortion law repeal demonstra-
tions, according to Hawkins. News-

papers reaching an estimated 21.mil- -

lion readers have reported on the can-
didates. Two thousand three hundred
people have signed cards endorsing
the Jenness-Pulley ticket.

The delegates approved plans to ob-
tain thousands more endorsers this
spring and to send out 10 national
teams of YSJP travelers to cover every
part of the country. These campaign
teams will visit campuses and high
schools in places where the radical
movement is very new, as well as
areas where the candidates have been
in the past. Selling The Militant, dis-
tributing campaign literature, con-
fronting capitalist candidates, and
speaking before student meetings, the
teams are expected to establish scores
of YSJP groups throughout the coun-
try.

Another aspect of the spring cam-
paign offensive approved by the con-
vention was the launching of YSJPelec-
tion campaigns for student govern-
ment_offices on every campus and in
every high school where there are
campaign supporters. Delegates from
the University of Texas in Austin and
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es national campaign rally in Houston.
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the University of California in Ber-
keley discussed the gains made by
their student election campaigns last
fall.

The YSJP will also help to initiate
Choice '72 in the schools, patterned
after Choice '68, a mock election spon-
sored by Time magazine during the
1968 elections. Choice '72 will poll
student preference on the presidential
candidates, including Linda Jenness,
and present referendums on the ma-
jor questions before the student move-
ment—such as the war in Southeast
Asia, the repeal of anti-abortion laws,
the right of self-determination for op-
pressed nationalities, and democratic
rights for high school students. YSJP
supporters will seek the active endorse-
ment of Choice 72 by student gov-
ernments, youth- support groups of
other candidates, antiwar groups, na-
tionalist organizations, women's lib-
eration groups, and student organi-
zations.

The YSA's solidarity with the world-
wide revolutionary movement was the
theme of the international report,
which was presented by Frank
Boehm. Boehm pointed to the work
of the YSA in defense of the Cuban
revolution and
lutionary struggles in France, Czech-
oslovakia, Québec, Mexico, and other
parts of the world. He stressed that
the chief work of the YSA was its
continued defense of the Vietnamese
revolution through building the anti-
war movement in this country.

Latin American prisoners

An important part of the interna-
tional report was a proposal that the
YSA join in an international defense
campaign for Latin American politi-
cal prisoners. Revolutionaries in
many Latin American countries have
been imprisoned, tortured, and mur-
dered for their opposition to repres-

its support to revo-

sive national regimes subservient to
the interests of U.S. imperialism. The
campaign will center around defense
of prisoners in Argentina and will also -
defend political prisoners in Brazil
and Bolivia. In approving the cam-
paign, the delegates agreed to sup-
port the United States Committee for
Justice to Latin American Political
Prisoners (USLA), which is seeking
to obtain broad endorsement for the
civil liberties of these prisoners.

The YSA's decision to join this cam-
paign was- the subject of a special
article in the Jan. 1 Houston Post.

The convention opened just as Nix-
on escalated the bombing of North
Vietnam. Explaining that this was fur-
ther proof of Nixon's intention to re-
main in Southeast Asia until a mili-
tary victory is secured, Geoff Mirelo-
witz, who reported on the NEC anti-
war resolution, pointed to the neces- -
sity of the YSA continuing to support
and actively build the antiwar move-
ment, particularly the Student Mobi-
lization Committee. The SMC, Mirelo-
witz stated, will play a key role dur-
ing the election year in continuing to
build demonstrations for immediate
withdrawal that are independent of the
Democratic and Republican parties.

Mirelowitz explained how the anti-
war movement has been built by us-.
ing the tactic of a united front com-
posed of all organizations and indi-
viduals opposed to the war and or-

ganized around the central issue of

immediate withdrawal. .

The convention endorsed the SMC
student conference slated for Feb. 25-
27, and pledged to build the April 22
antiwar demonstrations called by the
National Peace Action - Coalition for
New York and the West Coast.

Under the report on the women's
liberation movement, presented by
Delpfine Welch, discussion centered on

~ building the campaign to repeal all

' - a



anti-abortion laws. Welch analyzed the
Nov. 20 demonstrations for abortion
law repeal as a successful first step
in the struggle to draw women pre-
viously -not involved in political ac-
tivity into this campaign. She pointed
to the Women's National Abortion Ac-
tion Coalition (WONAAC) conference
in mid-February as an opportunity
to bring together women throughout
the country to plan actions for this
spring. .

The work of the YSA, Welch stressed,
will be to continue this campaign
through campus women's liberation
and abortion groups and city-wide
abortion coalitions. The SWP's 1972
election campaign presents an oppor-
tunity to gain many women support-
ers for the Jenness-Pulley ticket from
abortion law repeal activists, includ-
ing women who are involved in the
National Women's Political Caucus.

The report on the Chicano libera-
tion movement reaffirmed the YSA's
support to Chicano nationalism and
its support to La Raza Unida parties.
Reporter Mirta Vidal explained how
the 1972 elections will pose an im-
portant test for the Raza Unida par-
ties. It also presents an opportunity
to win many Chicano youth to sup-
port of the SWP campaign. She
stressed the importance of the YSA
helping to build Raza Task forces in
the antiwar movement and involving
more Chicanas in the abortion law
repeal campaign. )

In the report on the Black struggle,
Malik Miah explained how building
Black participation in the antiwar and
abortion law repeal movements will
help develop the leadership necessary
for the formation of a Black political
party. In the discussion, delegates cen-
tered their remarks around the SWP
1972 election campaign and how that
campaign will gain the active support
of many African-Americans, particu-
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larly on the campuses and in the high
schools.

High school report

For the first time at a YSA conven-
tion, there was a report on the high
school movement. Steve Chainey de-
scribed the growing revolt among
high school and junior high school
students around the questions of the
war in Southeast Asia, the struggle of
the oppressed nationalities, women's
liberation, and the fight for democrat-
ic rights. It is particularly important,
Chainey said, to get SWP candidates

-to- underfake -a $46,000 fund drive

is >-spring — the largest fund -drive

lever adopted by-the YSA:

An entire day was devoted to work-
shops and panels. Several sessions
dealt with SWP campaign activities,
including two on- building the YSJP
on campus and in the high schools,
and one on obtaining ballot status
for the SWP. Other panels discussed
the high school movement and defense
of Latin American prisoners.

A gay liberation panel focused on
the YSA's unconditional support to
the struggle of homosexuals for civil
rights. It heard reports on building

~ gay task forces for the Nov. 6 anti-

war actions; the defense case of gay
activist Mike McConnell, who was
fired from his job in the library at
the University of Minnesota; and In-
tro 475, a bill before the New York
City Council that would ban discrim-
ination against homosexuals.

A workshop on defense cases cov-
ered the fight of socialist professor
Morris Starsky for reinstatement at
California State College in Dominguez
Hills, the free speech case of Jack
Lieberman at Florida State Univer-
sity in Tallahassee, the campaign to
allow Belgian Marxist scholar Ernest
Mandel to visit the United States, and
the defense of the right to sell The

. Militant.

Two films were shown on the last
day of the convention. One, made in
1932, was a filmed speech by Leon
Trotsky. This film was particularly
inspiring because virtually no one in
attendance had ever seen or heard
a speech by one of the great orators
of the Russian Revolution.

"To Make a Revolution," a film pro-
duced by the YSA, was also shown.
This film is a documentary of the
YSA's activities, including excellent
footage of both the massive April 24,
1971, antiwar demonstration in Wash-
ington, D. C.,-and the historic Aug. 26,
1970, Women's Strike in New York
City. Andrew Pulley is also featured
in the 37-minute film. (Copies can be
purchased from the YSA National Of-
fice, P. 0. Box 471, Cooper Station,
New York, N.Y. 10003.)

The credentials report revealed the
high level of involvement of young
socialists in the major movements for
social change. Five hundred and twen-
ty-nine of those in attendance were
members of the SMC, and 189 be-
longed to other antiwar organizations.
Two hundred and twenty-two of the
473 women present were members of
women's liberation groups. Fifty-eight
participants belonged to nationalist
organizations, including La Raza
Unida parties, Black Student Unions,
and MECHAs.

Six hundred and eight of those pres-

L_____________________________________________________________________________________________|]
More than $2,000 worth of literature was sold at the Pathfinder Press
table during the YSA convention, including 221 copies of the recently
published book, Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1934-35. '
One hundred twenty-eight people bought subscriptions to the weekly
international news service Intercontinental Press. Forty-five one-year
subs to The. Militant and 31 one-year subs to International Socialist

Review were sold.

to speak in high schools, to organize
high school YSJPers, and to run YSJP
candid ates for student government.
The growth of the YSA's influence
in the high schools was shown by the
convention credentials report, which
tallied 196 high school students in
attendance and 20 junior high school
students. Twenty-three percent of the
convention participants were under 20
years of age. ’

The organization report, presented
by Terry Hardy and approved by the
delegates, included a proposal to help
increase the readership of The Militant
by supporting a special renewal cam-
paign directed at the 32,580 new read-
ers who purchased subscriptions in the

. fall of 1971.

The two final reports were the fi-
nancial report, by Caroline Fowlkes,
and the Young Socialist Organizer re-
port by Nancy Cole. Delegates voted

ent were students, and 114 were trade
unionists.
Three

hundred seventy-seven of

_those at the convention were neither

members of the YSA nor the SWP.
By the last day, 60 of them had asked
to join.

The convention was given daily
press coverage by the two major news-
papers in Houston, the Post and
Chronicle, and by TV and radio news

shows. "The Morning Show,” a na-

tional CBS TV program, reported on
the convention, and Linda Jenness
was interviewed for 15 minutes on
the local CBS affiliate. Articles on the
convention appeared in the Dec. 29
and Jan. 2 New York Times.. AP,
UPI, and Reuters sent out regular
dispatches on convention proceedings.

The convention ended with the elec-
tion of a new national committee in-

Continved on page 22

guests

greet
YSA
gather

Revolutionary co-thinkers from many
countries attended the YSA convention
and delivered greetings. Representa-
tives from the following organizations
affiliated with or sympathizing with

| the Fourth International were present:

the Communist League (France), In-
ternational Marxist Group (Great Brit-
ain), Young Socialists/Ligue des
Jeunes Socialistes (Canada), Revolu-
tionary Marxist Organization (Swe
den), Socialist Youth Alliance (Aus-
tralia), Revolutionary Communijst

League (Japan), and the Socialist Ac-

tion League (New Zealand).

The convention received greetings
from Latin American Trotskyists, in-
cluding a taped.message from the

Peruvian peasant leader Hugo Blanco, |

and written messages from Brazil, Ar-
gentina, Mexico, Uruguay, Venezuela,
and Colombia.
also appeared at a panel attended by
more than 200. ’

Following his greetings to the con-- '

vention, Christian Liénard, a leader
of the French Communist League, was
given a standing ovation. Lienard
said, in part:

"This generation of the Fourth In-
ternational will lead the masses of
workers and oppressed people to revo-
lution and socialism. But the road is
difficult, for imperialism and bureau-
cracy, Brezhnev, Nixon and Mao
won't hesitate to join against revolu-
tion as they already did in Ceylon

International guests"

SR

ntemat!

and Pakistan. Yes, the path is hard :

but it is the only one. That cannot pre
vent us from continuing to struggle
for a socialist United States of Amer-
ica, for a socialist France, for an
international workers republic, be-
cause the day of the final conflict is
coming soon."

Sibylle Plogstedt, a young German
revolutionary arrested in Czechoslo-
vakia in 1969 for "Trotskyist" activ-
ities, gave a solidarity message, as
did Saad Merheg, secretary of the Or-
ganization of Arab Students in the
United States and Canada, and Sean
Keane of the Irish Republican Army.
Al Fateh sent written greetings.

Join
theYSA

() I would like more in-
formation about the
YSA.

() Enclosed is $1.25 for
a set of the five con-
vention resolutions

adopted at the YSA con-
vention.
() I want to join the YSA.

- . -'- I BN I I N e
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY.
STATE
TELEPHONE
Young Socialist- Alliance,
Box 471 Cooper Station,
N.Y., N.Y. 10003. Phone:
(212) YU9-7870.

ZIP.
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The article below is based on excerpts
from a longer article by Frye Gaillard
that appeared in the Aug. 16 Race
Relations Reporter, newsletter of the
Race Relations Information Center in
Nashville, Tenn. In researching the
_article, Gaillard drew information
from Native American organizations
that have been collecting data about
the Intermountain Indian School for
several years, as well as from his
own visit to the school and the vast
Navajo reservation it serves.

As you follow U.S. Highway 89 into
the town of Brigham City, Utah, the
Bureau of Indian Affairs' Intermoun-
tain Boarding School is on your right
— a_massive institution surrounded by
a 10-foot chain link fence and looking
like the military facility
that it used to be.

Visitors to the school are supposed
to check in at Building 1, the admin-
istration center, but during the slack
summer period, you can avoid doing
that if you want to and can proceed
directly to the classroom buildings or
dormitories where a handful of teach-
ers and students are only too happy
to tell you about conditions at the
school.

Their criticisms of the school begin
with its very reason for being there.
A Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
pamphlet entitled "Questions Common-
ly Asked About Intermountain School"
lays out the difference between Inter-
mountain and everyday public high
schools:

"The essential difference is that pub-
lic schools have the task of preserv-
ing the prevailing customs of our so-
ciety, namely the same language,
same costume, same diet, housing, so-
cial customs and civic responsibilities.
The task of the Intermountain school
is to change language, change diet,
costume, housing, manners, customs,
vocations and civic duties. Changing
people's habits and outlooks is one
of the most complex tasks in human
affairs.”

Implicit in this objective is a clear

possible harm can they do? "

lack of appreciation of the culture and
way of life of the Navajos, whom the
school serves exclusively. When the
BIA's new education director, James
Hawkins, conceded in May that the
Navajos might be better off if the
school were closed down, he was ac-
knowledging something that many
Navajos have believed for a longtime.

The school is nearly 700 miles from
the Navajo capital at Window Rock,
Ariz. Students (grades 1-12) are bus-
ed to the school in the fall, bused home
at Christmas, bused back after the
holidays, and then home again for the
summer.
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Students find Brigham City not only
different, but hostile. Jody Allen ar-
rived at Intermountain as a junior
high school student. He graduated this
year. "It didn't take me long," he says,
"to learn that something was bad
wrong with this Intermountain place."

Language discrimination

One of the first things he noticed
was that his teachers spoke no Nava-
jo at all, which was a problem be-
cause he spoke very little English.
He was able to communicate with
some of his instructional aides, but
even that was difficult because the
speaking of Navajo was a punishable
offense in those days—both among
students and aides.

But the students' problems do not
stop with language difficulties. "I re-
member the first time I was put in
jail," says Allen. "I was getting ready
to leave the dormitory when my in-
structional aide asked me to clean
my room. I said, 'Man, I would like
to clean it when I get back.' But he
said, 'Nothing doing,' and he follow-
ed me down to the bathroom demand-
ing that I clean the room. When I
“refused, he hit me and split open my
eye. I started to fight back, and some
of my friends tried to help me, but
they broke us up and put me in jail."

Another time, when Allen failed to
produce a cash register receipt for
some hair cream he had purchased
at a nearby drugstore, another in-
structional aide had him jailed for
shoplifting.

"And one time after that,” Jody con-
tinues, "I went AWOL. with some
friends, and we climbed the mountain
behind the school and bought some
beer. They caught us, although we
were not drunk, they jailed us because
we were underaged. I was 16 then,
and the school supported the jailing.
These white people who run the
school, they always support the jail-
ing of Indian students.”

Intermountain never tries to help
jailed students obtain legal counsel.
What it does do, however, is make a
record of the arrests to be placed in
the permanent file of each student— a
file that can be shown to future em-
ployers or to future educational in-
stitutions that the students may want
to attend.

There is no record of unruly con-
duct or clashes between students and
Intermountain guidance personnel [for
the weekend of the 1970-71 term
for which Gaillard was able to see
Intermountain records], but such
clashes do occur.

"Most of the guidance people, like
most of the teachers, are non-Indians,"
explains Rosa Naranjo, a social stud-
ies teacher. "The white instructional
aides tend to push the kids around,
and that makes them mad. And one
thing about most of these Navajos
— they are not afraid to fight back.”

The fights are usually one-sided,
and the Navajos usually fare badly —
primarily because the white adminis-
trators are able to call upon superior
weaponry, such as handcuffs, a pow-
erful tranquilizer — Thorazine— and
the threat of such humiliating punish-
ment as head-shaving.

Lehman Brightman, an Indian civil
rights leader from California, told a
Senate subcommittee earlier this year
that when he visited Intermountain,
he found Navajo young people whose

wrists are permanently scarred by

handcuffs.

Now, however, handcuffing appears
to have been supplanted by the use
of Thorazine Tom Oxendine, a
spokesman for the Bureau of Indian

Affairs, contends that the drug is used
only when a student is a danger to
himself or those around him, and that
it is only administered by qualified
medical personnel under a program
approved by the Indian Health Ser-
vice of the Department of Health, Ed-
.ucation, and Welfare.

But information in the Physicians
Desk Reference, the standard pharma-
ceutical guide used by nearly all doc-
tors, raises questions about the Health
Service approval. On page 1,223, the
guide points out that the use of Thora-
zine is inadvisable when large
amounts of barbiturates, alcohol or
narcotics are present in the central
nervous system, explaining that the
drug "prolongs and intensifies the ac-
tion of C.N.S. depressants." It cau-
tions that Thorazine— because it is so
powerful —is an extremely dangerous
drug if misused.

‘On top of that, Evelyn Reeder, who
graduated first in her class from In-
termountain this year, says of those
students she has personally seen drug-
ged with Thorazine, "Some of them
were unruly, some weren't."

Perhaps the most humiliating pun-
ishment yet devised at Intermountain
has been the practice of head-shaving.
School rules require very short hair-
cuts to begin with, and this is trau-
matic enough for some students. Tra-
ditional Navajo hairstyles are long,
and many students have regarded
these styles as an integral part of
their culture. But in addition to rou-
tine haircutting, students who (in the
judgment of their supervisors) misbe-
have have often had their hair shaved
off at the scalpline.

In 1965, one Intermountain student
who wound up in jail never came
out. Boyd Tsosie Jr., who was 18 at
the time, hanged himself in his cell with
his sweater. Police officials said Tsosie
had received "medical attention” at the
Intermountain medical center before
he was brought in on a charge of
being drunk. They told the Box Elder
News, a Brigham City newspaper,
that Tsosie was seen "lying down and
writhing about which is not unusual in
such cases." Thirty minutes later he
was dead.

The problems are not solely those
of physical brutality. Evelyn Reeder's
biggest objection to the school was
that it didn't teach her anything.

"There are 18 teachers in the so-
cial studies department,” Rosa Naran-
jo says. "Of those, 13 are Mormong
and only three are Indians. Most of
the teachers bring a very.white per-
spective to their courses, and the text-
books have the same perspective. The
result is that students don't begin to
develop a full understanding or ap-
preciation of who they are."

One of the books used by the school
is called Your Country's Story, pub-
lished by Ginn and Company. The
cover depicts a wagon train crossing
Indian territory, and on the title page
is a white pioneer holding a rifle. The
first chapter is entitled, "Europeans
Added a New World to Their Maps,"
and in the chapter on westward ex-
pansion, Indians are discussed only
as a threat to the brave pioneers. For
example, the book states on page 163:
"The area between the Appalachian
Mountains and the Mississippi River
was fertile, but many hostile Indians
lived there."

Course outlines for the 1971-72
school year call for more attention to
Indian history and culture, but as
Mrs. Naranjo points out, "we have
the same white teachers and the same
white-washed textbooks."

avajo students suffer harsh |
treatment at US. gov school |audiences

large for

Mandel
in Canada

The following article appeared in the
Dec. 20 issue of Labor Challenge, a
revolutionary socialist biweekly pub-
lished in Canada. The article is re-
printed from the Jan. 10, 1972, issue
of Intercontinental Press.

Ernest Mandel ended his cross-Can-
ada lecture tour December 15 with
meetings at Trent University in Peter-
borough and McMaster in Hamilton.
There were many high points on the
tour with large audience turn-outs in-
dicating an intense interest on Canada
campuses in the views and writings
of Mandel, the most authoritative ex-
ponent of Marxist economic theory
today and a leader of the Trotskyist
Fourth International.

Over 4,000 people came to Man-

Ernest Mandel

del's lectures in Vancouver, Saska-
toon, Winnipeg, Brandon, Toronto,
Hamilton, Montréal, and Peterbor-
ough. In Manitoba he spoke to al-
most 1,000 at three campus lectures;
in Vancouver over 600 people heard
him speak at three campus meetings
and 200 at the Vanguard Forum.
In Toronto, about 500 students and
faculty attended his lecture at York
and over 400 at a rally sponsored
by the League for Socialist Action
and the Young Socialists.

In Montréal Mandel spoke to about
500 at McGill, the Université du Qué-
bec, and at the national educational
conference of the Ligue Socialiste Ou-
vriére-Ligue des Jeunes Socialistes.

The author of the well-known Marx-
ist Economic Theory, Europe Versus

America, and The Formation of the .

Economic Thought of Karl Marx,
Mandel spoke at campuses on the cur-
rent capitalist monetary crisis. At the
public rallies of the LSA and YS he
gave an inspiring report of the resur-
gence of workers' struggles in Western
Europe and the growing strength of
the revolutionary-socialist vanguard
in the workers' movement.

At the’ University of Toronto, Man-
del was the guest lecturer of the School
of Graduate Studies and the Depart-
ment of Political Economy. He led
a seminar discussion, chaired by Pro-
fessor Mel Watkins, on "Marxist Per-
spectives on Economic Theory."

Mandel,
States by a State Department ruling,
was able to reach through to certain
American listeners within range of To-
ronto CBC Television. An interview
was telecast by the program "Two-
thirty Toronto Time," which is rated
to have 300,000 viewers in southern
Ontario and across Lake Ontario in
the United States. . ’

banned from the United'
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'72 Socialist Campaign

Joel Weisman and Ray McCarthy, in
the Dec. 1 issue of Chicago Today,
a major daily newspaper, provide sev-
eral examples of the compromises
Democratic hopeful Senator George
McGovern is willing to make in his
campaign for the presidency.

Weisman and McCarthy discuss Mc-
Govern’s decision not to run delegates
in Chicago against an “‘uncommitted”
slate controlled by Chicago Mayor
Daley. They quote McGovern as say-
ing:

“But realistically I think it would
not be a good use.of my time and
energy to run McGovern slates in Chi-
cago challenging those run by Mayor
Daley./. . . Daley said he was pleased
I wag coming into the state. I think
I hgve as good a chance as anyone
of getting the support of the Illinois
delegation.”

Weisman and McCarthy continue:
“Of more interest than McGovern’s
political path to the Democratic nom-
ination, however, is the candidate’s
attempt to change his image.

“In his effort to shed his one-time
‘radical’ tag, McGovern gets a help-
ing hand from the Socialist Workers
Party at virtually every campus meet-
ing. .

“‘Why don’t you debate Linda Jen-
ness, our candidate for president?’ he
was asked by students at Southern
Nllinois University (Carbondale), II-
linois State (Normal), and Northwest-
ern (Evanston).

“‘I won’t debate her because I am
running for the nomination of the
Democratic Party,’ he snaps.”

Weisman and McCarthy write that
McGovern “guards carefully the pos-
sibility that his plans may be con-
strued as cowardice.

‘At every stop he refers to his own
military record as a World War II
bomber pilot. . . .

“He insists that he would ‘never
dismantle our defense capability.’
And, he adds, ‘I'd send American
troops anywhere our national in-

" terests warranted it—but only for 30

days, unless I had a full declaration
of war.’”

Stephen Robbins, Director of Sched-
uling and Advance for McGovern for
President in Washington, D.C., sent
8 letter to Linda Jenness Dec. 8, reply-
ing to her invitation to debate her
and Congressman Paul McCloskey

(R-Calif.) at Franconia (N.H.) Col-
lege Jan. 13.

**At the present time, Senator Mec-
Govern is seeking the nomination of
the Democratic Party, and is limiting
debates to opponents within the party.
In addition, the senator does not feel
it is appropriate to debate with can-
didates who are constitutionally un-
qualified for the office,” Robbins
wrote.

At a Dec. 21 Washington, D.C.,
news conference to publicize and an-
nounce plans for the Young Social-
ist national convention, SWP vice-pres-
idential candidate Andrew Pulley, 20,
called for a constitutional amendment
to eliminate all restrictive age require-
ments for elective office.

*Fifty million Americans, more than
half the electorate, are between  the
ages of 18 and 34. They are qualified
to vote but not to serve as presi-
dent. . . . All those eligible to vote
should be eligible to serve in any
elective office.”

In a Dec. 24 letter to Robbins, Pul-
ley wrote:

““Linda Jenness and I have called
upon our Democratic and Republican
opponents, including Senator McGov-
ern, to join us in calling for a con-
stitutional amendment (to eliminate all
restrictive age requirements).

‘“Senator McGovern claims to rep-
resent the interests of young people,
but declines to debate Linda Jenness
because he ‘does not feel it is appro-
priate to debate with candidates who
are constitutionally unqualified for the
office.’

‘““Rather than attack Jenness because
she is young, McGovern should join
with us in defending the rights of
young people.

*“In our opinion, public debates be-
tween presidential candidates should
include all the candidates —regardless
of political affiliation or age.”

“Everything you wanted t¢ xnow
about George McGovern: the real plat-
form and record of the senator from
South Dakota,” the first in a series
of Young Socialists for Jenness and
Pulley truth kits on K Democratic and
Republican candidates, is now avail-
able.

The 16-page pamphlet by YSJP na-
tional coordinator Laura Miller dis-
cusses McGovern’s position on the

role of the Democratic Party, the war
in Indochina, the draft, the Middle
East, the wage freeze, the national
struggles of Blacks, Chicanos, and
Native Americans, women’s liberation
and homosexual rights.

" McGovern’s voting record in the
Senate on foreign policy, the draft,
civil liberties and labor is also in-
cluded in the pampbhlet.

To get your copy, send 25 cents to
Socialist Workers 1972 Campaign,
706 Broadway, Eighth Floor, New
York, N.Y. 10003. If you would like
to help McGovern shed his radical
image, ask for a bulk order. The
cost is 15 cents per copy on orders
of 50 or more.

A red, black and green poster with
the slogan “‘Black control of the Black
community —vote Socialist Workers in
’72,” is now available. Send 10 cents
(four cents each on orders of 100
or more) to Socialist Workers 1972
Campaign, 706 Broadway, Eighth
Floor, New York, N. Y. 10003.

About 200 supporters of the Peace
and Freedom Party and similar for-
mations were unable to reach agree-
ment on much of anything at their
convention in Dallas over Thanks-
giving weekend. Deciding not to of-
fer a clear alternative to the Democrats

and Republicans, the delegates chose
“‘stand-in’’ candidates — Dr. Benjamin
Spock for president and Julius Hob-
son of the D.C. Statehood Party for

" vice-president—who would withdraw

from the race if “‘acceptable’ liberals

Photo by Dave Wrren
YSJP banner on Nov. 6 antiwar demonstration in San Francisco

are chosen by the Democrats to run
against Nixon.

Many activists who have supported
the Peace and Freedom Party in the
past are becoming disgusted with the
PFP’s obvious orientation to the Dem-
ocrats. For example, the November
1971 Peace and Freedom Newsletter,
published in Long Beach, Calif., has
a brief article by R. Sorenson, a mem-
ber of the Wisconsin Alliance (WA).
He writes, “I would recommend that
the WA consider endorsing the SWP
national ticket of Jenness for presi-
dent and Pulley (a black ex-GI) for
vice-president. . . . There are no al-
ternatives in the national picture and
I don’t consider the liberal Peace and
Freedom Coalition much different from
the Democratic Party. At least the SWP
will bring a semblance of socialism
to new people who haven’t been
reached before. . . . Personally I plan
to vote for their slate in the national
elections except in the event a Labor
Party emerges.” i

— STEVE BEREN

51,600 sign for SWP ballot status in Fla.

By JUDY UHL

In less than three weeks the Young
Socialists for Jenness and Pulley in
Florida collected 51,600 signatures,
almost twice the 27,000 needed to put
the Socialist Workers Party candidates
on the ballot. Averaging 100-150 sig-
natures per person each day, the cam-
paign supporters easily surpassed the
45,000 goal they had set for them-
selves.

More than 75 young activists in
five cities took part in the petitioning
drive, including several who first
heard about it through The Militant.
Other campaign supporters housed
petitioners, enabling them to travel in
teams from one part of the state to
another. Four petitioners stayed in
a trailer in St. Petersburg, while an-
other team in Jacksonville was housed
in a government-financed poverty-pro-
gram headquarters in the Black com-
munity there.

Coordinated on a statewide basis,
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the petitioners set daily quotas for
themselves and consistently met their
projections.

Tom Vernier, a national coordina-
tor for the Young Socialists for Jen-
ness and Pulley who toured Florida
during the drive, reported an excel-
lent response to the campaign. Most
schools closed for the Christmas va-
cation a few days after the drive be-
gan, Vernier noted. In the few days
of campus petitioning, however, pe
titioners averaged well over 150 sig-
natures per day.  Vernier indicated
that the pace of the petitioning would
be duplicated or surpassed in many
states where ballot drives are being
planned when schools are in session.

Most signatures were collected on
downtown street corners and at shop-
ping centers, although some enterpris-
ing petitioners collected names at rock
concerts, dog races and the beach.

Prior to the Florida ballot push,
the SWP had never petitioned in the

deep South. Kentucky is the only
Southern state in which the presiden-
tial candidates of the SWP have ap-
peared on the ballot. This year the
party plans to file in 35 states, in-
cluding the Southern states of Flor-
ida, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana,
Tennessee, South Carolina and Vir-
ginia. The other states in which the
SWP will file are Arizona, Colorado,
Delaware, Washington, D. C., Idaho,
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky,
Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Mis-
souri, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
New Mexico, New York, North Da-
kota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South Dakota, Texas,
Utah, Vermont, Washington and Wis-
consin.

Many Florida petitioners were pres-
ent at the "Getting on the Ballot" work-
shop at the YSA convention in Hous-
ton. They contributed a number of
suggestions on how to coordinate the
petitioning in other states. A campaign

supporter from St. Petersburg indicat-
ed he found very little hesitancy on
the part of signers to help put social-
ists on the ballot. Another petitioner
remarked that the age of the candi-
dates had a very positive effect on
retired persons who live in Florida.

Twenty-eight people from Florida
attended the Houston convention.
First order of business at the con-
vention was the seating of a delegate
from Miami's newly formed local of
the Young Socialist Alliance. The local
was set up during the course of the
petitioning drive in Miami.

One of the first activities of the Flor-
ida YSA members and Young Social-
ists for Jenness and Pulley will be to
wage a legal fight aimed at eliminat-
ing Florida's unconstitutional require-
ment that a party pay 10 cents for
each signature filed with the state.
$5,160 would be needed to meet this
filing-fee requirement and place Jen-
ness and Pulley on the Florida ballot.
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Mobil hired gangsters to break strike

By FRANK LOVELL

The Mobil Oil Corporation, one of
the five largest oil companies in this
country and part of the Rockefeller
international oil trust, has admitted
to hiring gangsters to break a strike
of Mobil truck drivers in New York
last May, according to an announce-
ment by Brooklyn District Attorney
Eugene Gold Dec. 9. -

Officials of Mobil Oil claimed three
gangsters conspired and did in fact
force the corporation to hand over
$130,000 to break the strike of 1,600
drivers against Mobil and five other
oil companies that began last May 1
and ended May 12. The gangsters
have since been indicted on extortion
charges and bail has been set at $10,-
000 each.

The giant oil corporation and all
of its officers and representatives, how-
ever, are not charged with violating
the law. One of the reasons for Dis-
trict Atforney Gold's public announce-
ment vas to emphasize that the com-

pany/ had violated no laws— federal,
state/ or city. According to the New
York Times coverage of the D.A.'s
press conference, Mobil did not vio-
late the New York City Administra-
tive Code, which supposedly bans

strikebreaking, because, as Gold ex-
plained, the company has not engaged
in such activities "customarily and re-
peatedly.”

The company made careful and ex-
pensive plans to break the strike of
its gasoline truck drivers when it be-
came convinced that they would strike.
In 1969 it set up its own strikebreak-

ing agency known as Mobil Oil Con- -

tinued Operations (MOCO), and ar-
ranged to rent out its trucks and keep
them operating in the event of a strike.

The gangsters were hired by MOCO
to supply drivers who would be paid
$10 an hour for a 16-hour day dur-
ing the strike. The gangsters were to
get a $100 "finder's fee" for each scab
driver they could bring in, plus $120
for every truckload of gasoline de-
livered.

When the strlke started the gangsters
had trouble finding scab drivers and
delivering gasoline. According to the
charges against them, they then called
Mobil officials on May 6 and demand-
ed more money. The company offi-
cials agreed to leave $72,000 in the
*lobby of the Mobil office building to
be picked up at 11:30 a.m. on May 7.
The pickup was observed by repre
sentatives of the corporation who

knew the characters they were deal-
ing with and what the payoff was for.

"When the hoodlums demanded more
money, Mobil decided to end its rela-
tions with them but agreed to pay
another $31,000 for "past services."

Company officials claimed they were
frightened by threats from the gang-
sters that "It'll be like the thirties un-
less we receive money." At this point
the police and other law enforcement
agencies were notified by the company
officials who claimed they had turned
over a total of $130,000 to the gang-
sters.

There is something reminiscent of
the 1930s in this episode. There was
considerable publicity about the labor
spy racket in 1937 when the subcom-
mittee of the Committee on Education
and Labor of the United States Sen-
ate, known then as the La Follette
Civil Liberties Committee, investigat-
ed and exposed the extent of strike-
breaking activities in this country.

The committee discovered that $80-
million a year was then spent on la-
bor spies, that the largest corpora-
tions were footing the bill, that there
was a paid spy in every union local,
and that strikebreakers were shipped

‘major

strike. The practice of spying on strik-
ers and hiring gunmen to break
strikes was so scandalous that fed-
eral legislation was introduced against
strikebreaking, some states passed
anti-strikebreaking laws, and a few
cities, such as New York,
banned strikebreaking.

The present-day gangsters didn't
know that they were issuing idle
threats against Mobil when they told
the company officials, "It'll be like
the thirties. . . ." As far as the giant
corporations are concerned, it is like
the thirties in this respect. There has
never been any letup in strikebreak-
ing activities and there is always plen-
ty of money available for that pur-
pose, now as in the past. They do
not worry about the anti-strikebreak-
ing laws because these never were en-
forced; only the laws agamst strikes
are enforced.

There is one further aspect to this.
The corporations are opposed to
spending good money for nothing.
When they hire strikebreakers, they
expect the operation to succeed. Those
who take money and fail to deliver
are likely to get in trouble with the
law_as happened in this case of the
three gangsters from Brooklyn.

THE MOST IMPORTANT SINGLE EVENT of
the past year for the union movement was ‘the
federal government’s wage-freeze edict of Aug. 15.
The freeze was the most significant government
attack on the labor movement in a quarter cen-
tury. This action has already adversely affected
the living standard of 80 million working men
and women and their families, the vast majority
of the country’s population. The unorganized
workers are hit harder than the nearly 20 million
union members. The consequences are more far-
reaching than is generally recognized or admitted.

When the old year began, The Militant could
report last Jan. 22 that the problems and per-
spectives of the union movement had changed
from the previous year, ‘reflecting the steady
growth in changing composition of union mem-
bership, the nation’s deepening radicalization, and
the current economic crisis, which combines un-
employment and rising prices.”

Some craft unions had temporarily put aside
old jurisdictional feuds, false organizational loyal-
ties, and some ingrained political prejudices. Elev-
en AFL-CIO unions had joined forces with locals
of the Teamsters, United Auto Workers, and the
outcast United Electrical Workers to win a 102-
day strike against the arrogant General Electric
Company, which had refused in the beginning
to bargain seriously with any of them. The UAW
had forced the auto industry to restore the cost-
of-living ““escalator’’ clause in the wage settlement
after a 58-day strike. The United Steelworkers
"were then demanding a cost-of-living clause to
combat rising prices and a shorter workday to
stem the rising tide of unemployment, and were
preparing for strike action to win these demands.
Many union officials, responding to the rising
antiwar sentiment, endorsed the April 24 demon-
strations against the war in Vietnam.

At the start of the new year 1972, it is clear that
the prospects of the union movement are different,
altered by the fact that the employers, united behind
the government attack on wages, have taken the
offensive. The union officialdom is retreating all
along the line, -seeking defensive positions, hoping
to reestablish the old union-management collabora-
tion on a new basis.

There is little talk of strike action in the board
rooms of the big unions these days. The bureau-
crats are worried about how to renegotiate old
wage gains in the government Pay Board, where
the employers have the upper hand. They com-
plain about rising prices but do nothing to or-
ganize consumer committees to control them. They
deplore the rapid increase in unemployment but
do nothing to stop layoffs in the steel mills, the
auto plants, and other places of work. Their silence
suggests that they have forgotten about last year’s
demands for a shorter work day. They refuse to
muster even token defense of important sectors

The National Picket Line
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Striking Communications Workers of America
members in Los Angeles last July. New York
CWA members are still out.

of the trade-union movement that have come under
attack.

Consider the following developments:

At the end of 1971, 38,500 telephone workers,
on strike since July 14 against the New York
Telephone Company, were beseiged by strike-
breaking court injunctions and had their strike
undermined by out-of-state strikebreakers imported
in violation of the New York Administrative Code.
President Joseph A. Beirne of the Communications
Workers of America has not lifted a finger to force
the telephone company to grant the just demands
of these members of his union. Nor have other
unions taken effective action against the phone
company to help these strikers. ‘

During the holidays, 112 Newark teachers were

" in New Jersey jails, put there because they defied

antistrike injunctions of the courts during their
1970 strike. Two union officials were among those
serving sentences— Carole A. Graves, Newark
Teachers Union president, and Frank Fiorito,
president of the state AFT. These two officials
face additional sentences of six months and a

year, respectively, for the 1971 teachers’ strike.

The union officialdom has extended sympathy,
little else.
The longshoremen on both coasts have been

around the country to break every

without a contract since Sept. 30, 1971. On the
West Coast the contract expired in July and they
were out for 100 days before being forced back
to work under the terms of the old contract when
Nixon invoked the Taft-Hartley law against them.
At the end of the year they were free to resume
their strike, but East Coast longshoremen were
working under a Taft-Hartley injunction, and
would not be free to strike again until mid-Feb-
ruary. Meanwhile, the waterfront employers are
refusing to conduct meaningful negotiations, ex-
pecting to get further help from the government
against the longshoremen. In the face of these
provocations and threats, the hierarchies of the
AFL-CIO, the Teamsters union, and all other sec-
tors of the union movement have done nothmg
to help the longshoremen. All are afraid the U.S.

Congress will enact crippling antistrike legislation
covering all transportation unions.

In New York City, a bill requiring binding ar-
bitration of deadlocked labor disputes affecting
300,000 city employees was passed Dec. 29 by
the City Councily’ 34 for and only four against.
This bill was introduced months earlier hy Mayor
John Lindsay but not acted on by the council
until local politicians were assured privately that
most union leaders supported such legislation.

A new welfare bill passed by the U.S. Congress
and signed by Nixon Dec. 28 requires welfare
recipients to register for jobs or job training, be-
ginning July 1. The purpose is to undercut living
standards and reduce the power of unions through
the enforced labor of those out of work.

Unemployment is widespread, especially in the
steel industry. Buffalo, Gary and Youngstown are
cities where tens of thousands of steelworkers are
laid off with little prospect of returning to work
in the near future. The auto industry may be next
in line for big layoffs.

What the union bureaucracy thinks about these
urgent problems and the tightening grip of gov-
ernment controls upon the unions can be gauged -
from Nixon’s remarks when he appeared before
the AFL-CIO convention. He publicly reminded
the delegates there that he has become accustomed
to meeting often with Meany and others “in the
Cabinet Room over the past three years.” This
is where the union bureaucrats are told what they
should think and what they must do.

There may be some surprises in store for the
Democratic and Republican Party politicians, the
employing class, and the union bureaucrats during
this critical year of the 1972 general election. There
are a growing number of union militants who have
not made any trips to the Cabinet Room. They
do not understand and cannot accept the old pat-
terns of government-labor-management coopera-
tion.

— FRANK LOVELL



By TONY THOMAS

In the past year there has been an
intensification of the attacks on Black
nationalism by the Communist Party
and the Young Workers Liberation
League. Last July, Political Affairs,
a "Journal of Marxist Thought &
Analysis" reflecting the CP's views,
printed a speech by Tony Monteiro,
a CP and YWLL leader, entitled "Trot-
skyism: Racist Voice in the Left." This
speech was basically an attack on
Black nationalism and was answered
in The Militant by this writer in a
series of articles now available in the
Pathfinder Press pamphlet "In Defense
of Black Nationalism."

An article in the September Political
Affairs by José Stevens, Harlem or-
ganizer of the Communist Party, sheds
light on the motivation for this attack
on Black nationalism.

The article, "Party Work in Harlem,"
lays out the Communist Party pro-
gram for Black liberation in Harlem
and, by implication, in the rest of the
country. High on the list of priorities
is an attack on Black nationalism.
It becomes clear in the course of the
article that Black nationalism has had
a considerable impact and become a
"problem” inside the Communist Party-
and\ the Young Workers Liberation
League, where some of their Black
activists are resisting or recoiling from
the antinationalist campaign.

Stevens lumps together Black na-
tionalists, Pan-Africanists, and Black
CP and YWLL dissidents as "bour-
geois nationalists” representing "alien
ideologies” or "diversionary trends."

Some CP and YWLL members ac-
tive in the Black struggle are said to
"consider themselves as mass workers
first and Communists second. They in
fact become representatives of the
mass movement in the Communist
Party, not class conscious Commu-
nists in the mass movements.”

Apparently some of these activists
have been attracted to separatist con-
cepts, the idea that Black people ought
to fight for a separate state. Separa-
tists are said to be "geared toward di-
verting Black workers from the strug-
gle to change their immediate condi-
tions and from fighting in unity with
their white class brothers. Any careful
examination will show that these ideas
are being supported and financed by
monopoly.”

Stevens, in his anxiety to inoculate
the CP and YWLL ranks against
Black nationalism, even claims that
Black nationalist ideologies "have
something in common with the wide-
spread problems of drug addiction
and alcoholism in that they are ba-
sically escapist ideologies. They try
to circumvent the mass struggle nec-
essary to bring about change.”

This, of course, is a completely er-
roneous view. Black nationalist de-
mands— such as Black control of the
police, schools, and other institutions
in the Black community — have arisen
in the course of broadly based com-
* munity struggles like the 1968 fight
in New York by Ocean Hill-Browns-
ville residents to gain community con-
trol of their schools. Such demands
point toward a solution of the day-
to-day problems faced by the masses
of Black people and at the same time
relate to their present level of con-
sciousness.

Stevens sets himself against the rev-
olutionary thrust of the Black libera-
tion struggle and the demand of the
Black community to have control over
itself by failing to include the demand
for Black control in his program.

Why does Stevens reject the demand
for Black control of the Black com-
munity? Surely the oppression that
Black people face daily from white
control of the Black community shows
that Black control is needed. Surely
community actions, struggles and sen-
timent have shown that Black control
demands can provide the axis for a
mass action coalition that could carry
. on struggles "of a genuine, mass char-
acter,” which Stevens says he favors.

Perhaps we will discover the answer
to the question if we examine exactly
what Stevens' strategy is, what social
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forces are looked to, and what role
is reserved for the Communist Party.

Stevens' strategy

Referring to the
Black Caucus, Stevens states, "In the
country as a whole Black representa-
tives, the majority of whom represent
the interests of the Black bourgeoisie
and petit bourgeoisie, play a generally
progressive role." But within the con-
text of playing "a generally progres-
sive role," these Black Democrats "tend
to be a brake on the development of
the people's movement" because "their
reformist approach tend [sic] to lead
to abstention from mass actions and
struggles outside of the electoral are-
na." These capitalist politicians, Ste-
vens laments, "fail to utilize their po-
sition to give leadership in the fight
to change the deteriorating conditions
in the community." They have even
"established their niche in the parties

Congressional °

of who should control the community
—the white capitalists or the Black
masses. No! The role of this coalition,
under "working class leadership" (the
CP, we presume), is to put pressure
on the Black Democrats so as to "neu-
tralize the instability of the bourgeoisie
and petit bourgeoisie in thecommunity
and force them into consistent struggle
against monopoly. . . ." (Emphasis
added.)

What program does he recommend
for this effort to "neutralize the insta-
bility" of the Black Democrats? Such a
"people's coalition," says Stevens, will
"be based firmly on a minimum pro-
gram of unity on the major problems
confronting the community." Stevens'

firm rejection of Black nationalism |

and his failure to support demands
for Black control demonstrate what
this "minimum program of - unity”
means. It means limiting the struggle
of the masses of Harlem and other

Why does the
Communist Party
attack Black
nationalism?
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Black Antiwar Moratorium in Detroit, April 3, 1971. Such actions are
an expression of growing nationalist sentiment in the Black community.

of monopoly capitalism. Therefore
they will not budge and continue to
operate in the framework of keeping
Blacks tied to the Democratic Party."
If you accept the "generally progres-
sive role" of the Black Democrats, the
obvious question arises: How can we
"budge" them into some form of action
"outside the electoral arena" so that
some concessions can be won, so some
degree of credibility can be main-
tained for this strategy, so self-respect-
ing "Communists" can continue to hus-
tle votes for capitalist candidates? Or
as Stevens poses the problem, "Count-
less numbers have given up voting
because replacing one representative
after another in the same old monop-
oly party improves nothing."
. Stevens offers a solution. He calls
for the formation of a "fighting peo-
ple's coalition." However, the role for
this coalition is not to raise demands
that would mobilize the community
in such a way as to pose the question

Black communities to the types .of
"minimum" demands that are accept-
able to the Black Democratic politi-
cians he sees as being key to this coali-
tion.

Stevens is insistent on this point.
Such a coalition "cannot be based on
ideological unity," such as the Black
nationalist philosophy developed by
Malcolm X, which Communist Party
leaders have long branded as irrele-
vant or an obstacle to the day-to-day
struggles of Black people, although
it has great appeal to many, including
some Black CP and YWLL activists.
‘A central component of Malcolm's
program was opposition to the cap-
italist parties. He said, "We won't or-
ganize any Black man to be a Demo-
crat or ‘a Republican, because both
of them have sold us out; both parties
have sold us out." (From By Any
Means Necessary, Pathfinder Press,
page 46.)

Malcolm's strong stand and the cur-

rent sentiment for independent Black
political action are based on the sad
experience of the Black community,
which for decades- has followed the
strategy of supporting "progressive"
white and Black Democrats.

Since the 1940s, Harlem has been
represented by a Black Democrat in
the U.S. Congress. For years the bor-
ough president of Manhattan has been
Percy Sutton, a leader of the local
Black Democratic machine.

In spite of this, no real gains have
been made for Black people through
this avenue. None of these politicians
have made any attempts to give Af-
rican-Americans in Harlem real con-
trol over their own lives. None of these
politicians have given real support
and resources to attempts to mobilize
mass actions around the demands of
the Harlem community. All of them
have tried to keep Harlem stymied
within the bounds set for it by the
rulers of America, who control the
Democratic Party.

CP opposes Black party

The CP's "people's coalition" strat-
egy is not designed to end this situa-
tion, since it consciously subordinates
the interests of the Black struggle to
an alliance, to "unity" with a wing
of the capitalist class through support-
ing Black Democrats. This is the ba-
sis for the CP's opposition to Black
nationalism in general and to the idea
that has been raised by some Black
nationalists and revolutionary social-
ists of forming a Black political party.
Such a party would seek to mobilize
Black people in militant mass action
and would run candidates for public
office against those of the Democratic
and Republican parties. Such a party
would have the potential to become
a mass party and thus break the
stranglehold of the Democratic Party
on the Black community.

A naive reader of Stevens' article
might think the CP would support a
Black party since he criticizes the
Black Democrats for "keeping Blacks
tied" to their "monopoloy party" and
since he says he is for "independent
political action." But Stevens fails to
mention the possibility so we must
look elsewhere for a discussion of the
CP's position on this question.

Ted Basset, writing in the Oct. 16,
1971, Daily World, a newspaper that
reflects the CP's views, points out that
"independent political action” for the
CP does not include an independent
Black political party. He attacks the
call for a Black party made verbally
by Roy Innis, Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE) leader, at the recent
CORE convention. Innis, like the CP,
supports liberal Democrats and has
no intention of launching a Black par- -
ty. Nonetheless he is sharply criticized:
"On the political front, instead of join-
ing the struggle for independent po-
litical action leading to the break-
away from the two-party system, he
proposes a Black political party.”

Basset indicates what this gibberish
means by praising the Black "inde-
pendent" Democrats of the South —
Charles Evers, whose Loyalist Dem-
ocrats in Mississippi claim to be
more "loyal" to the Democratic Party
than the local Democratic machine,
and John Cashin, whose Alabama
National Democratic Party makes
similar claims. "The Black political
upsurge in the South and the nation
is moving objectively in this direction
[that is, within the Democratic Party],
yet CORE refuses to follow this path.
Instead, CORE proposes to narrow
down this movement into a projected
Black political party.”

Clearly, what worries the Commu-
nist Party leaders about the deepening
Black nationalist radicalization is that
it will lead to a real mass "break-
away from the two-party system" in
the Black communities, and lead to
massive struggles that are unaccept-
able to Democratic Party liberals be-
cause they challenge this system's con-
trol over every aspect of the lives of
African-Americans. Their worries are.
not likely to diminish.
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* Guardian staff writer defends

Padilla jailing, assails critics |Navy

By DAVID THORSTAD

NEW YORK— The title to Irwin Silber's article in the
Nov. 17 Guardian promised to shed "new light on the
Padilla affair." But no new light is shed. Old positions
are restated. Innuendo and insinuation are liberally in-
terwoven and build up to what is evidently the purpose
of the article: to once again attack the Socialist Workers
Party. :

It is a shoddy piece of work.

"Now that the initial hysteria surrounding the 'case’
of Cuban writer, Heberto Padilla, has died down," it be-
gins, "it may be useful to look back over the develop-
ments of the past six months to see if it is possible to
determine what all the extravagant rhetoric was really
about." Thus, by reducing the affair to a matter of "rhet-
oric" at the outset, he dismisses the possibility that it re-
presents cause for concern to any but the hysterical.

Just what Silber means by "initial hysteria" and "ex-
travagant rhetoric" he does not say. The phrases are not
really meant to be lingered upon, but to serve as stylistic
devices designed to win the reader over without the need
to fall back on hard facts and arguments.

It should, however, be fair to assume that since the
S is_his main target in this, as well as in a previous
article last Aug. 18, he has the SWP in mind. The Militant,
which reflects the views of the SWP, did, to be sure, run
a series of articles in August and September 1971 by
Harry Ring analyzing the Padilla affair in the context
of the current political situation in Cuba (soon to be
published as a pamphlet by Pathfinder Press). Yet those
who are familiar with these articles will recall their mea-
sured, objective tone. They will recall that Ring offered
evidence to show that the five-week jailing of Padilla in
the spring of 1971 constituted a serious violation of the
concepts of socialist democracy and a concession by the
Cuban leadership to Stalinist bureaucratic methods; that
it occurred in the context of mounting economic difficulties
in Cuba coming on top of hardships imposed by the
U.S. blockade, which has driven Cuba into economic
and military dependence on the Kremlin bureaucracy;
and that it was not an isolated incident but that it was
followed by the First National Congress on Education
and Culture (April 23-30, 1971), which not only endorsed
the "arrest of Padilla, but also adopted a political and
cultural line that reflected a major concession to Stalin-
1sm.

Despite repeated slurs and attacks on The Militant and
the SWP in the Guardian, its readers have still not been
informed of what the SWP actually said in this analysis.
In neither of his two articles on this case, both of which
he peppers with jibes at the SWP, does Silber either quote
or paraphrase one sentence of this analysis. The darkness
in which Guardian readers have been kept in this respect
would unquestionably seem to call for the shedding of
light. Unfortunately, they don't get it from Silber.

Rather than discuss frankly the questions raised in The
Militant's analysis, he dismisses it as "the hysterical out-
burst of knee-jerk anti-Stalinism," and concludes on this
lofty note: "About the only ones desperately trying to keep
the matter alive in the U. S. right now are the Trotskyists
and considering that movement's symbiotic relationship to
Stalinism over the years and its absolute dependency on
the existence of a Stalinist menace to give itself ideological
legitimacy, one is hardly surprised.”

Before we return to the question of "symbiosis," what
does Silber actually say in this article that makes it worth
noting? First, he defends the arrest of Padilla. Second, he
points to what he calls a "cultural revolution" in Cuba.

No counterrevolutionary acts

One of the criticisms The Militant has made of the Pa-
dilla case is that the poet was arrested without any evi-
dence or even claims that he had committed counterrevolu-
tionary acts. Padilla himself in his "confession" does not
claim to have committed acts of a counterrevolutionary
nature.

As we "look back over the developments of the past
six months" with Silber, do we discover any "new informa-
tion" that Padilla actually committed counterrevolutionary
acts? No, although Silber claims to "now have the benefit
of considerably more information" about "the nature of
the 'acts'" for which Padilla was arrested. If so, he keeps
it to himself. .

Still, he argues that Padilla was not arrested for what
he wrote, but his argument leaves little doubt that he
would approve of it even if that were the case. "Now I
happen to think that it is, at best, only a penny-ante
brand of Marxism that would separate 'writing' from
all other human activity and invest it with some mystique
placing it outside the realm of other social activity," he
writes, suggesting he makes no distinction between ideas
and acts. "Writing is as honorable a craft as any other
and if it has certain special social requirements for its
pursuit, it also has certain special and additional social
responsibilities attached to its practice (especially in a
revolutionary society) because the ability to define reality
through words clearly demands a fidelity to-the essential
revolutionary truths of the self-assertion of the popular
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will through the institutions of socialism." Stripped of
the gobbledygook, this means that if a writer does not
toe the line, he may get into trouble.

But why, an exasperated reader may inquire, was Pa-
dilla arrested, according to Silber? "In terms of traditional
notions of bourgeois liberty," we are told, "there is no
'satisfactory' explanation for Cuba's arrest of Heberto
Padilla." If, however, you shed your "bourgeois notions"
of liberty and look through the superior lenses of Silber's
own notion of revolutionary liberty, you will easily see
that "put in its simplest terms, all Padilla did was to be
have irresponsibly. [!] No one action of his— cynical con-
versations with writers hostile to Cuba, involvements with
foreign diplomats in pursuit of personal gains, an elitist
view of the role of the writer and an attitude of contempt
for the achievements of the revolution— none of these
sound to most of us like sufficient cause for arresting
someone. T

"But these are the reasons why Padilla was taken into
custody by Cuban authorities."

Where, then, does Silber stand on this arrest? The an-
swer is that he stands just about everywhere except in
opposition to it.

It says a lot about his method that having just defended
the right of a revolutionary regime to arrest as criminals
writers for things they may write— even though he does
not believe the Cubans did this with Padilla— he at first
claims to suspend judgment on whether or not the Cuban
government did the right thing to arrest Padilla, and
dismisses it as "relatively unimportant." He then, how-
ever, proceeds to defend the arrest: "Cuba faced up to
a problem that had arisen and dealt with it in a manner
they conceived to be both necessary for the defense of
the revolution and respectful of the rights of individuals.
It seems to me that the Cuban revolution has conducted
itself in a principled fashion in this matter and that it
has tried to resolve problems within the framework of
the best interests of the revolution." This is only a cum-
bersome way of saying he agrees with the arrest.

It is cumbersome because Silber is not comfortable with
the Padilla arrest. He even volunteers in the next para-
graph that it may have been a "mistake" (the quotation
marks are Silber's). But no matter how uncomfortable
Silber is with the Padilla jailing, and no matter how in-
significant he might consider it to be (he invariably refers
to it as the Padilla "case," in quotes, suggesting it is noth-
ing more than an isolated and unimportant incident),
he nevertheless suggests in this article that it also repre-
sents the beginning of a new glorious stage in Cuba.
He asserts that "Cuban cultural workers" are presently
participating "in what can only be described as the be-
ginnings of Cuba's own cultural revolution." He warns
that the revolutionary transformations of Cuban society
are producing a change in consciousness "that those of
us in the bourgeois West can only dimly comprehend"
(though some, no doubt, more dimly than others). And
he says Cuban cultural life is "taking a revolutionary
turn away from elitism and towards the mass involve
ment of the people.”

‘Cultural revolution’

One wonders how a case like Padilla's, coming as it
did at the threshold of this "cultural revolution,” could
be relegated to the -minor status Silber accords it in his
two articles. What is downright astonishing, however,
is that Silber is able to point glowingly to a "cultural
revolution" without devoting so much as one word to
the decisions of the Congress on Education and Culture,
some of which represented a clear step backward for
Cuban culture. But omission is an important ingredient
of Silber's method.

Silber sees reality in static terms of good and evil. With
this approach, it is not possible to support the Cuban
revolution and at the same time voice revolutionary and
constructive criticism of errors when that is called for.
Within the context of the difficulties facing Cuba, he ar-
gues, Cuba's decision to arrest Padilla "must be respected.”

This argument is not only sterile, it is sinister. It boils
down to saying that the only way to defend a revolu-
tion is to support everything it does, including its mis-
takes. Its logic is to brand anyone who takes a more
open-minded approach as an enemy of the revolution.
While Silber stops short of explicitly stating that, he brush-
es off critics of the Padilla affair not with arguments but
with epithets: "exploitation," "myopia,"” "petty-bourgeois left,"
"political arrogance," "colonialist world view," "hysteria,"
etc. This method absolves him of having to deal honestly
with the ideas of those he disagrees with.

This method is not new. It was notably used by Stalin,
and today is considerably discredited. That Silber is still
using it says more about his own "symbiotic relationship
to Stalinism" than all the innuendo he manages to squeeze
into his article.

Partisans of the Cuban revolution have not only a
right but a duty to discuss the implications of incidents
like the Padilla affair. In doing so, they are making a
far better contribution to the, defense of that revolution
than those who resort to these methods of Stalinism.

harqsg.es |
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By MIKE KELLY e
SEATTLE—On Dec. 1, Seaman Pat
Hayes was told by officers of the Na-
val Investigative Service (NIS) that
charges of "fraudulent enlistment"
would soon be placed against him.
Hayes is a socialist on leave of ab-
sence from the Young Socialist Alli-
ance while on active duty.

Hayes told this writer that the
charges, which are totally without
foundation, are cover for an attack
on his constitutional rights as a citizen
in uniform. The brass is out to get
him, he said, because of his support

. for the Nov. 6 antiwar actions and

for the 1972 Socialist Workers Party
presidential election campaign.

The attack on his civil liberties came
just a few days after a successful GI
meeting he had helped organize for
SWP vice-presidential candidate An-
drew Pulley at the Shelter Half Coffee
House in Tacoma, Wash.

Other events leading up to the Dec. 1
charges clearly indicate the political
nature of the attack on him, Hayes
said. On Nov. 30, another seaman
on .Hayes' ship, the USS Uhlman,
had SWP campaign literature seized
from him by a "lifer."

Shortly after that, Hayes was called
up before the ship's command and
threatened with the loss of his security.
clearance. "Get that stuff off this ship!"
he was told.

When Hayes made it clear he would
not be harassed into giving up his
rights, the brass increased the heat
and called in the Naval Intelligence
Service.

On Dec. 1, after the scheduled time
for him to get off mess duty, Hayes
was told he was restricted to the mess
decks, berthing compartment and
head.

The executive officer promised him
the restriction would last only until
liberty call, but when the time came
for liberty, instead of being taken off
restriction, Hayes was asked to sign
a statement consenting ‘to a search
of his locker. He refused.

Hayes was then told he had to re-
main on board until the NIS arrived.
At 5 p.m., he was finally given per-
mission to contact an attorney. Short-
ly after that, the executive officer or-
dered him to open his locker. He did
so but objected that he had seen no
authorization for a search and was
complying with the order under pro-
test.

The men who searched his locker —
two officers and a chief petty officer
in addition to the three NIS cops—
found nothing illegal. They pored
over personal letters and shook out all
Hayes' clothing and books.

Only after the search was completed
was Hayes finally told that charges of
"fraudulent enlistment" were pending
against him.

According to Hayes, the initial re
sponse of other sailors has been sup-
port for his rights. Men keep asking
for campaign literature, and at least
one other sailor has asked to buy
a subscription to The Militant.



Social Security increases don’t help

By MARVEL SCHOLL

When the recent amendment to the
Social Security Act granting a 10 per-
cent increase to more than 25 mil-
lion elderly Americans was passed,
it was hailed by some pensioners as
new evidence that "America takes care
of its own."

Nothing could be further from the
truth. With one hand the government
gave pensioners raises ranging from
$10 to $16 a month and with the
other hand took away 60 cents a
month in medical insurance premiums
and increased by 20 percent, from
$50 to $60, the amount Medicare pa-
tients must pay for each hospital stay.

They did something far worse than
that, however, to several million of
these elderly people— the ones who
are the oldest' and hence receive the
smallest pensions. In 23 states and
the District of Columbia, pensioners
with minimum payments (as low as
$56 a month) were automatically el-
igible for either state old-age assis-
tance or public welfare.

This state or city aid entitled the
pensioners to state Medicaid, which
in turn entitled them to free medicine,
dental and eye care, and the right
to buy food stamps.

Those whose pensions are raised
above present state minimum income
requirements now lose all these bene-
fits. The piddling cash increase means
little to these elderly, but the Medi-
caid assistance and the food stamps
.meant the difference in obtaining nec-
essary medication and a more nearly
adequate diet.

Florida is one ‘state that demon-
strates graphically what this 10 per-
cent social security "raise” has meant
to thousands of people.

Leah Miller, 83, is a diabetic. She
lives alone in a $100-a-month hotel
room. Before the increase her income,
a monthly Social Security check of
$113, was low enough to entitle her
to $6 a month in welfare benefits and
state aid in medical care and other
necessities.

Now her pension has gone up to
$124 —just enough to make her in-
eligible for state aid.

Her raise costs her $20 a month!
After she pays the rent and buys med-

icine, she has just $4 a month to
live on. She is bitter.

"I begged the government not to
make me take it [the raise], she said,
"but they said I had to. I told them
that's not fair. But they said their
regulations would not allow them to
take it back." ‘

"Where will I get the $60 if I have
to go to the hospital?" she asks.

Sam Salit, 77, and his 66-year-old
wife, who suffers from diabetes, also
live in Florida, where many retirees
migrate to cut down on expenses, es-
pecially fuel bills. He figures the in-
crease is going to cost him $43 a
month. He lost his $1-a-month welfare
check and all the attendant Medicaid
b enefits.

One pensioner couple live in an un-
incorporated section of Dade County,
Fla. They had been receiving state
aid, which meant that along with Med-

. icaid and food stamps they also got

their garbage hauled away free. Now

. that they are no longer receiving a

tiny welfare check, they have to pay
$52 a year to have their garbage

picked up, in addition to paying for
all their medical care.

Leslie Comer, 76, lives in St. Peters-
burg, Fla., with her 51-year-old asth-
matic daughter. Comer's Social Secu-
rity raise was $12 a month but it
robbed her of $35.60 in welfare medi-
cal money as well as of a wide variety
of other benefits.

"I tell you what I think," she said.
"Us old folks that worked hard that
can't work no longer, that need the
money just to stay alive and buy
medicine, they is the ones that can't
get no money. . . ."

How many more stories are there
just like these? How many old peo-
ple will die from starvation because
they can't afford to buy food?

These are the people who built this
country, its huge factories, its mills,
railroads, sewed its clothing, dug its
ditches, mined its ores.

One of the first obligations of a
socialist economic system would be
to take care of its elderly and its
youth. Under capitalism both ends
of the life span, the "nonproductive"
ends, are brushed aside.

The Conference on Aging, recently
concluded in Washington, D. C., made
some proposals for alleviating the
hardships of the elderly. The visiting
capitalist politicians, especially those
up for reelection or ambitious for.
higher office, listened with apparent:
good will. But that is all that will
come out of this jerry-rigged confer-
ence (there have been many before).

As Max Friedson, a 72-year-old ac-
tivist for improved old-age legislation,
put it
" "You know why problems like this
exist? . . . Because some people in
government today think they'll never
grow old. . . . Of course I don't think
that's too unusual because I never
thought I'd grow old either."

Just another thought, Mr. Friedson:
Most of those people in government
today are busy lining their pockets
so that they will never face life with
only a Social Security check to depend
on. Besides, if you stay long enough
in the upper ranks of the American
government you get a pension that

can make for very easy living indeed.

Drawing of government bureaucracy by George Tooker/LNS

Black nationalist flag stirs Newark debate

By DERRICK MORRISON
NEWARK — Strong opposition has
been raised to the Nov. 30 decision
of the Newark school board to display
the flag of Black liberation alongside
the U.S. flag in every classroom of
schools with a Black majority. With
a school population that is 80 percent
Black, this decision in Newark applies
to all but two or three schools. And
implementation would require the pur-
chase of over 2,000 red, black and
green flags.

The New York Times ran a front-
page story on the event in its Dec. 2
issue. The following day, a Times
editorial called the decision "an un-
acceptable and intolerable intrusion
of political symbolism into the educa-
tion system." Further on, the Times
claimed, "Its sanction by educational
authorities is as subversive as the out-
rageous display of the Confederate
flag in some recalcitrant Southern
school districts.”

New Jersey legislators immediately
went into action by considering a
hastily-drawn bill outlawing the dis-
play of any other flag but the stars
. and stripes in school buildings. The
bill has yet to become law.

John Cervase, a white member of
the school board, obtained a restrain-
ing order against implementation of
the decision. This will remain in effect
" until the court rules on his motion de-
manding that the board show cause
why its decision should not be re
versed. A hearing is scheduled for
some time in January.

These views, however, run quite con-
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trary to sentiment in the Black com-
munity.

"The flag stands for determination,
it stands for liberation," Derreil Fen-
nel, president of the student body at
Arts High School, told this reporter.
She and other students were surprised
that the flag had provoked so much
heat.
on displaying the flag was a spon-
taneous gesture. It came in the wake
of a gathering of close to 400 students
at the Nov. 30 board meeting and
the submission to the board of a 12-
page set of demands— entitled "Edu-
cation for Liberation"— by the
Newark Student Federation, a city-
wide organization.

The capitalist press had no com-
ment about these demands, which in
the main dealt with student participa-
tion in the selection and evaluation
of teachers, curriculum revision, fa-
cilities, and student and community
representation on the school board.

The chief spokesman for the students
is Lawrence Hamm, student body
president at Arts High last spring.
Hamm was appointed by Mayor Ken-
neth Gibson to the school board last
July, becoming its youngest member
at 17. Because of his activities on the
board, he dropped out of Princeton
University, where he was majoring
in political science on a scholarship.

In addition to the students, a broad
community coalition called the African
Education Alliance (AEA) supports
flying the liberation flag and the other
student demands.

As they related it, the motion -

At a press conference Dec. 6, the
AEA issued a statement which began,
"The issue here is not whether or where
a flag should or should not fly, but
rather whether we as an African peo-
ple have the right to KUJICHAGU-
LIA [Swabhili] — self-determination —
the same as any other people. We
submit, of course, that we do."

Later on it states, "The Flag of Af-
rican Liberation is just that—a flag
of liberation. It is not the flag of an-
other country, it is not a flag of se
dition or treason. We have not said
that it is to replace the American flag,
that it should fly higher or lower than
or be saluted instead of or in addition
to it. In fact it is only the opposition
who has tried to make the American
flag an issue. Those who would op-
pose our flag's presence in the class-
rooms of Black children are those
who would oppose the liberation of
Black people everywhere. This Red,
Black, and Green flag is the one that
WE have chosen to symbolize OUR
UHURU, our liberation, and we re-
sent the White Supremacist (and their
lackeys') conspiracy to select our sym-
bols for us."

On the other hand, Mayor Gibson
expressed very little enthusiasm for
the board's decision. He said it "has
my respect,” but added the disparag-
ing remark that "a flag remains only
a symbol which will not and cannot
teach children to read or bring about
the unity which we need in order to

progress.”

K 3 IRy & i
Photo by Candida McCollam

Red, black, and green flag of
Black liberation at Sept. 18 Har-
lem rally in support of the Attica
inmates. Awareness of the flag
and what it symbolizes is grow-
ing in Black communities across
the country.
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Records

Dylan on

¥ 3
Bob Dylan at Bangladesh concert

George Jackson

George Jackson by Bob Dylan. Co-
lumbia Records.

One of the things I've always liked
about Bob Dylan is that even expert
Dylanologists can rarely tell what he'll
do next. This time I think he's caught
even the best of them off guard.

After much too long an absence Dy-
lan has come back with three new
albums, a TV special and an incred-
ible stereo single release.

At this writing only Bob Dylan's
Greatest Hits, Vol "2 is in the stores.
It is a two-record set featuring 17
oldies, some in new form, and four
numbers written but previously un-

- recorded by Dylan.

A second album, expected shortly,
was made from the 1968 Carnegie
Hall concert that was a memorial to
one of America's greatest folksingers,
Woody Guthrie.

The third album and the TV special
are of the historic Bangladesh benefit
in New York last summer. One side
of the promised multirecord set will
be entirely Dylan, backed up on at
least one track by George Harrison,
Ringo Starr and Leon Russell. As
with the concert, the performers"
share of the take is intended to go to
aid Bangladesh. The total for each
is expected to be around $3-million.

The big news, however, is the re-
lease of the single George Jackson,
a two-sided tribute to the slain Black
revolutionary. It marks Dylan's re-
turn to outright political compositions
after years when we were all sure he
had turned his back on the protest
song in favor of personal reflection,
country ballads, and other genres.

Fittingly, one side has him play-
ing by himself again with only a har-
monica and guitar. The other side
features the same number backed up
by a chorus and a very tight country
group led by Leon Russell. Sentimen-

talists might be expected to favor the
former version, but Russell's fine work
on guitar and piano along with very
beautiful and nostalgic harmonica so-
los by Dylan have sold me on the
band version. _

The number is not a complete throw-
back, however. In the early sixties,
young Dylan sang with anger and a
desperate force. George Jackson is
done in a melancholy way, more in
mourning than in anger, though one
cannot help feeling both. For an in-
teresting comparison, contrast the an-
ger of The Lonesome Death of Hattie
Carroll, written by Dylan in 1964,
with George Jackson.

Perhaps seven years has taught both
an older Dylan and us to expect things
like political murders. Dylan shows,
though, that we don't have to take
a loss in battle lying down. Every
time those in power use force as a
weapon to try to preserve their reign,
more and more people learn to under-
stand how it all works.

Lest there be a mistake, and the les-
son not be learned, Dylan spells it out:

Sometimes | think this whole world
Is one big prison yard

Some of us are prisoners

Some of us are guards

While the ruling class used guns to
take one person, Dylan uses a more
powerful weapon: truth. Verse after
verse he tells how Jackson was sent
up for an alleged robbery of only
$70 and that it was his "defiance,
power, and love" that scared the au-
thorities and caused them to keep him
prisoner for so many years, and fi-
nally to assassinate him.

Chorus after chorus Dylan repeats
"Lord, Lord, they shot George Jack-
son down." These lines will engrave
themselves in people's minds all over
this nation and the world.

— NEIL DOBRO

Books
Autobiography of Alexandra Kollontai

The Autobiography of a Sexually Emancipated
Woman by Alexandra Kollontai. Herder. New -
York, 1971, 137 pp. $5.95.

Those who have been waiting for Alexandra Kol-
lontai's autobiography to appear in English will
be disappointed by this slender volume. This is
the first of her writings to be available in the
United States since the 1920s. It is sketchy and
sandwiched in between an irrelevant foreword by
Germaine Greer and an uninformative afterword
by Iring Fetscher. It abruptly ends in 1926, more
than a quarter century before her death. And while
it fortunately also includes her excellent essay on
"The New Woman," it is mutilated by her later
attempts to go along with the Soviet bureaucracy
in its betrayal of the 1917 revolution. Although
the publisher has included the deleted sections,

the. extensive system of notation actually makes

the book more difficult to read.

Kollontai described the process of her radicaliza-
tion as one of breaking out of the stereotyped role
a woman was expected to play. Although she loved
her husband and child, she discovered within three
years of her marriage that "the happy life of a
housewife and spouse became for me a 'cage.'”
Her understanding of the psychological oppression
women face in class society provided the frame-
work of her life and her writing.

Kollontai joined the Russian Marxist movement
in the late 1890s, and played a role in educating
the Russian socialists on the particular importance
of the emancipation of women within the socialist
revolution. She opposed World War I because it
was an imperialist war, and joined the Bolsheviks
in 1915 after observing their strong and consistent
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anti-imperialist stand. In exile, she lectured
throughout Europe and the U. S., agitating against
the war and working to build a new international.

However, she never understood the role a van-
guard party plays in a socialist revolution. Her
inability to perceive the function and critical im-
portance of the party's democratic centralist struc-
ture runs like a fatal flaw through her autobiog-
raphy. Certainly she was concerned about the rise
of the bureaucracy within the Soviet Union but
she failed to understand the material reasons for
its emergence.

Her solution to the problem of unequal distri-
bution in the Soviet Union, torn apart by World
War I and the civil war, was to let the trade
unions, rather than the Bolshevik party, provide
leadership for the country.

Because her autobiography stops short in 1926,
one can only surmise that it was Kollontai's in-
ability to comprehend the nature of the Leninist
party that disarmed her in the struggle against
Stalinism.

Kollontai's autobiography does not provide
more than a few quick glimpses of those early
years of the revolution. As the first woman com-
missar in the Bolshevik government, she worked
to institute a system of maternity care and day-
care centers, to organize public kitchens that would
liberate women from household drudgery, to pro-
vide abortions for' those who needed them, and
to ensure "the still unfinished task, women's lib-
eration." She provides firsthand testimony about”
the enthusiasm the leaders of the revolution felt
toward implementing this essential task.

But she became disappointed and impatient that
the new society could not quickly spring into being

in a technologically backward country. In 1922
she was appointed Soviet ambassador to Norway
—the first woman ambassador in modern history.
And so the autobiography ends— silent about the
development of the Stalinist bureaucracy and the
fate of the Left Oppositionists led by Leon Trotsky,
silent about the role she played in helping Stalin
to pressure the Norwegian government to expel
Trotsky in 1937, and silent about the bureau-
cracy's betrayal of the revolution.

However enigmatic Kollontai the revolutionary
remains after having read her autobiography, her
essay "The New Woman," a chapter taken from
The New Morality and the Working Class, is an
interesting account of the "transitional woman."
She stands midway between the submissive woman
of the past and the new woman, who boldly accepts
her freedom and organizes her life around her .
work. Kollontai wrote about women like herself,
who find it difficult "to cast aside this capacity,
internalized in the course of centuries, of millen-
niums, with. which she tried to assimilate herself
to the man who fate seemed to have singled out
to be her lord and master."

Kollontai saw that the fight to become a full
and independent human being was a battle women
had to wage on two fronts: not only with the ex-
ternal world, but also with oneself, learning to
overcome the "inclinations of their grandmothers
dwelling in the recesses of their beings." And, look-
ing at modern novels and their women characters,
Kollontai sees the emergence of the new woman
in literature. In the light of today's discussions
about consciousness raising, her insights are re-
markably contemporary.

— DIANNE FEELEY



Rank and file stand firm for

West Coast longshore strike

By ED HARRIS

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 3— There is a good
chance that 1971 will see the first nationwide long-
. shore strike since the post-World-War-II labor up-
surge. Such a strike could effectively answer the
government-backed offensive of the shipping in-
dustry against the longshoremen's unions on all
coasts.

The Taft-Hartley 80-day injunction, which halted
the 100-day West Coast strike of the International
Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union last
Oct. 6, expired Dec. 25. Since then negotiations
have been taking place, but no agreement is in
sight. The old contract has been extended by mu-
tual consent to Jan. 17.

On Dec. 17, as expected, ILWU longshoremen
and ship clerks rejected the shipowners' "last offer”
by 14 to one. This vote was required under Taft-
Hartley procedures. This 93 percert vote amounts
to a resounding mandate to continue the strike.
Everyone understands this. But when?

Probably not until the 80-day injunction against
the strike of the International Longshoremen's As-
sociation at East and Gulf ports expires in mid-
February, at which time the ILWU and the ILA
could join forces to tie up all shipping.

Currently the ILWU and ILA leaderships are
conferring in New York in an attempt to work
out joint negotiating and strike strategy. Just about
every union member on the West Coast is for
ILWU-ILA collaboration—but on the basis of
what program? What are ILWU President Harry
Bridges and ILA President Thomas Gleason going
to come up with?

Little is known here about Gleason, but a great
deal is known about Bridges. He is not trusted.

His policy in the strike last summer and early
fall was apparently designed to give no offense
to the American shipowners. Very few American

ships were tied up, only foreign bottoms. Military

cargoes, carried in American commercial ships,
were worked, as were passenger ships and grain
ships. Strike policy permitted diverted cargo to be
worked by Canadian, Hawaian and Mexican long-
shoremen. The strike was, in fact, so loose that
about 40 percent of normal cargo moved as if
there were no strike at all.

Still posted in San Francisco union hiring halls
are clippings from Canadian and Mexican news-
papers, the Christian Science Monitor, and various
shipping industry publications documenting the

" general charge that it was a poorly run strike.

One clipping from a Dec. 7 New York Times
editorial has the following words underlined: "The
White House held off as long as it could on the
West Coast, in face of insistent clamor from gov-
ernors and congressmen because it feared an in-
junction would tip the power balance inside the
striking union in favor of the ultra-militant foes
of Harry Bridges— once an arch demon to all
conservatives, but now an employer's favorite."
Underneath this clipping someone has written: "I
knew it all the time!"

Since Oct. 6, the Bridges leadership has been
raked over the coals. Up and down the coast
local leaderships favormg a strong strike policy
have been elected.

In his column in the Dec. 7 ILWU Dispatcher,
Bridges says that Section 9.43, the "steady man"
clause, will stay in the contract, although the four
major locals on the West Coast have demanded
that it be eliminated. The "steady man" system
desired by the employers would bypass the union

UCIATIO

ILWU president Harry Bridges, left, and ILA president Thomas Gleason
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rotational hiring halls and undermine equahza-
tion of earnings by workers.

In the same column Bridges compares his critics
to the union renegades who testified against him
when the government was trying to deport him
during the McCarthy witch-hunt period of the
1950s. "Beware of local union politicians seeking
to get elected at your expense by trying to make
bums and sell-out artists out of some international
officials, especially the chairman of the Coast strat-
egy committee (that's me)."

He is reminded, Bridges goes on to say, of
"all those witnesses on the witness stand . . . tes
tifying against the union program and me, and
working like everything to help me get a few years
in a jailhouse plus deportation."

This smear technique has further alienated the
rank and file, and especially the local rank-and-
file leadership.

For the first time, the old ILWU tradition that
members never talk to reporters about internal
union politics is being breached. Articles and TV
specials regarding a "power struggle” in the ILWU
have been appearing. Sources are generally not
given, but local leaders are obviously feeding in-
formation to the media, in self-defense against
Bridges' public attacks upon them.

In the recent negotiations, the Coast negotiating
committee has scaled down the union's wage de-
mand to a figure more agreeable to the employers,
and dropped the demand for a tax on containers
not handled by the ILWU. This act, coupled with
the Bridges ILWU Dispatcher column ecalling for
a merger with the ILA, prompted a Local 10
ILWU official in San Francisco to give an off-
therecord press interview to a San Francisco
Chronicle reporter. He declared that Bridges was
stalling in the negotiations. "Harry wants things
stalled until he can carry out his grand plan for
us to join the ILA. He knows damn well this
proposal would be eaten alive by the Coastwide
caucus."

It is widely believed in the ILWU that Bridges
has slipped so badly that he is afraid that the
union will soon be taken over by his enemies.
His present frantic talk that only affiliation with
the ILA can win the union's demands is not be
lieved. Most union members think it is a stall
designed to evade discussion of more immediate
policy questions.

In contrast to Bridges and his diminishing num-
ber of supporters, the average ILWU member con-
siders the internal dissension good and progres-
sive— a sign that the union is alive and healthy,
and, incidentally, quite able to win a strike given
a correct "tight strike" policy.

Prominent local union officials, such as chief
business agent George Kekai and chief dispatcher
Dave Littleton of Local 10, and President Shaun
Maloney of Local 13 in Seattle, represent this point
of view.

The vote that preceded the July 1 strike was
96.4 percent for striking. After 100 days on strike
and 72 days under a Taft-Hartley injunction, the
employers' last offer was turned down by a 93
percent vote, despite a 70 percent wage increase
offer and a $500 monthly pension offer.

This indicates that the membership has not given
up its original demands—rotation of all work
through the union hiring halls and a guaranteed
weekly wage— and is willing to fight for them. If
it turns out that the ILA has a similar fighting
spirit, the shipowners and the government are in
for a hard time.

Pto from ILWU Dispatcher
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American

way of life

By ARTHUR MAGLIN

Enterprising entrepreneurs have fmally come up
with a way to package social injustice and sell
it for a tidy profit. An increasing number of new
board games— allegedly for adults— with names
like Blacks & Whites, The Welfare Game, Women's
Lib? and Smog have been parlayed into a multi-
million-dollar business.

In Woman and Man-A Game of Confronta-
tion, players are instructed: "Each woman must
accumulate enough status points to prove her
equality to men; each man must collect enough
Status Quo points to prove once and for all a
woman's place is beneath his.”

The explanatory blurb on the box of Blacks

& Whites exhorts: "Experience the Ghetto. Live
on Welfare. Try to buy into a white suburb .
a role of the dice could bring you news that Mayor
Daley has been reelected, whereupon you are taken
directly to the police station for interrogation. Or
you may get the good word that the Ford Foun-
dation has granted you $150,000 to study job
discrimination against Alaskan Eskimos."

The rules of Women's Lib? state that in "bar-
gaining sessions" players "may bribe, kick, bite,
scratch, buy votes, cheat, etc." And apparently
to make sure that no supporteéer of the women's
liberation movement buys the game in error, its
box cover is adorned with a picture of a naked
woman.

One playing situation that you're supposed to
solve in The Welfare Game is this one: "You are
an engineer and you suddenly lose your job due
to cutbacks in the aerospace industry. Unable to
find a job you run out of your unemployment
checks; you lose your home; you go on welfare.
What do you do that makes you $5,000,000 in
six years time? See No. 10."

Under No. 10 the rule book advises that the
player should start his own employment agency
for people who have been laid off. Which is a
pretty neat trick for someone with no money to
start a business.

Class is a game about social status. The ob-
ject is for social climbers to get to the top of the
status ladder without losing all of their integrity
as they buy their way into the country club or
face a $25,000 bribe.

The object of He-She-Him-Her is for the men
to keep the women confined on the playing board
to the kitchen, drawing such cards as "Wild Week-
end" in which the male "gains a reputation and
gains a turn" while the female loses both.

Ennio Racinelli, the man who makes and dis-
tributes Blacks & Whites, started out in 1968 with
a game called Seduction. His company, Dynamic
Design, Inc., is now a million dollar a year busi-
ness. Racinelli says that he has received complaints
that the game exploits racial oppression. Several
department stores have refused to carry it. Raci-
nelli says, "Bloomingdale's wouldn't carry it be-
cause two Black girls on the counter complained —
if they had taken the time to play it they would
have seen there was nothing wrong with the game."

All the makers of these games are liberals. They
claim they are promoting "social awareness" (rath-
er than making mere profits).

Among the other games on the market with al-
leged "social awareness” themes are Dirty Water,

Who Can Beat Nixon?, Feds 'N’' Heads- The

Game of Pot Luck, Ecology, The Cities Game,
and Rat Race.

Poverty, pollution, prejudice, police brutality —
you name it and you can play it. And if the dice
aren't rolling your way, you can always try real
life.
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Calendar and classified ad rates: 75¢

per line of 56-character-wide typewrit-
ten copy. Display ad rates: $10.00 per
column inch ($7.50 if camera-ready ad
is .enclosed). Payment must be included
with ads. The Militant is published each
week on Friday. Deadlines for ad copy:
Friday, one week preceding publica-
tion, for classified and display ads;
Wednesday noon, two days preceding
publication, for calendar ads. Tel~

phone: (212) 243-6392.

Calendar

BERKELEY-OAKLAND
BANGLADESH DAY. Thurs., Jan. 13, all day in Pauley
Ballroom, UC Berkeley. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.: Exhibition
with films and slides; 6:30-8 p.m.: Cultural program
with Bengali food. 8 p.m.: Teach-in on political situa-
tion in Bangladesh. Sponsors: American Committee
for Bangladesh; Young Socialist Alliance.

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BANGLADESH. Speaker: Sha-
rad Jhaveri, central committee member of the Social-
ist Workers Party of India. 8 p.m., Fri,, Jan. 14, 3536
Telegraph Ave., Oakland. Ausp. Militant Forum. For
further information, call 654-9728.

BROOKLYN
WILHELM REICH AND THE RELATION BETWEEN MARX-
ISM AND FREUDIANISM. Speaker: Barry Sheppard,
former editor of The Militant. Fri., Jan. 14, 8 p.m. at
136 Lawrence St. (at Willoughby). Donation: $1, h.s.
students 50c. Ausp. Brooklyn Militant Forum.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
MARXIST RADIO COMMENTARY. Listen to Theodore
Edwards, spokesman for the Socialist Workers Party,
on his weekly 15-minute radio program, 7 p.m. every
Thursday, KPFK-FM, 90.7.

.NPAC

Continued from page 4

as the polls put it, "a communist take-
over." We can mobilize the American
people around the demand of
immediate and unconditional with-
drawal of all U.S. forces from South-
east Asia. '

Our differences with PCPJ on these
questions are important, but they can-
not stand in the way of our working
together. Both NPAC and PCPJ agree
on the demand of an immediate end
to the war and the bombing. We can
work together around that. Although
NPAC will not raise the demand "Set
the Date" or come out for the seven-
point proposal, we have no objection
to PCPJ doing so. This was certainly
the case at the Nov. 6 mass demon-
stration in New York where both
NPAC and PCPJ representatives were
among a broad list of speakers, while
the central slogan was agreed upon
by all: "Stop the bombing now! U. S.
out of Southeast Asia now!"

Ve

-

The period ahead requires maxi-
mum unity of the antiwar movement.
It is true that many people will believe
the election year promises and get
off the streets. That's nothing new. It
has happened before.

What is new is that more people
are against the war than ever before.
The. Nov. 6 demonstrations and the
well-attended NPAC convention show-
ed that there is a large core of dedi-
cated, enthusiastic antiwar activists
who don't intend to be tricked off the
streets. We have to mobilize these ac-
tivists to educate the rest of the coun-
try about the continuation of the war
in Southeast Asia and the need for in-
dependent mass action in the streets.

Let us go out, each in our own way,
to educate about the war and what-
ever other issues we may be concerned
with. But let us work together on ac-
tions, such as the April 22 national
antiwar demonstrations, to tell Nixon
and whoever wants to fill his shoes,
that we're still here and we'll be out
in the streets until the last bomber -
is brought home from Southeast Asia
and the last base dismantled.

..Chicana

Continued from page 8

She achieved her goal of putting her-
self through college, getting a degree
and a teaching position. Then the pro-
cess of broader thinking began.

"Actually, I got a break," she said.
"But other students don't get those
breaks. People would say to me,'Well,
you made it. You were one of 14
kids. And so can they if they want
to.' And I used to think that myself.
I was stupid enough to think that.
But Idon't any more."

Mary Lou de la Cerda is no longer
seeking an individual escape from the
oppression her people suffer. She is
now convinced that it will take the
collective struggle of La Raza to ac-
complish that, and she warmly wel-
comes the present development of na-
tionalist consciousness among the Chi-
cano people.

"I think it's a beautiful thing," she
said, "the awakening of the Chicano
people in the Southwest, in Aztldn.
I see it as a must, a must that all
of us become aware of what has been
happening to us as Chicanos since
this part of the Southwest became part
of the United States. We need to look
back and be proud instead of letting
them make us feel ashamed. The way
I begin to see it now, they have been

trying to rob us of all the things we
possess—our language, principally.
~'Forget your language! Speak En-
glish! Your music, your food, every-
thing!' They robbed us of our land
and they try to rob us of our lan-
guage!”

Mary Lou is firmly convinced that
this present rising nationalist con-
sciousness must and will find ever
greater political expression. She thinks
La Raza Unida Party "is a great
thing, something I personally am go-
ing to support.”

dollar

Continved from page 5
and competitive depreciations.”

In the ferocious battle for world
markets between international capital-
ist combines there can be no other end
result but the saturation of markets
with overproduced goods, an increas-
ing spiral of trade restrictions and
monetary warfare, and recessions in
a series of nations, with the ultimate
danger of an international monetary
collapse. Aug. 15 signaled that this
phase of postwar world imperialist
development has already begun.

. YOA

Continued from page 13
cluding 35 full members and 31 al-
ternates. The average age of the total
committee is less than 22, and 23
percent of the full members are Black.
Andy Rose, 21, was elected national
chairman. Rose joined the YSA in
1969 at the University of North Caro-
lina in Chapel Hill. YSA Chicano
Work Director Mirta Vidal, 23, “was
elected national secretary. Vidal joined
the YSA in 1968 when she was a stu-
dent at Queens College in New York.
Laura Miller, 20, a national coordina-
tor of Young Socialists for Jenness
and Pulley, was elected national or-
ganizational secretary. The youngest
national officer, Miller joined the YSA
at 17 at Northern Illinois University
in DeKalb.
. The convention set another prece-
dent for the right of socialists to or-
ganize openly and legally in Houston,
where radical organizations have long
been the target of attacks from the Ku
Klux Klan.

The convention site was the Music -

Hall, a large public auditorium in

the center of the city. Outside the hall
a large lighted sign welcomed people

- to the convention. The gathering was

open to the public and the press, and
attracted 305 people from the state
of Texas alone.

The YSA emerged from the conven-
tion stronger and more united, with
concrete plans for building the revo-
lutionary-socialist movement in the
next year. The discussion at all the
sessions centered on the specific ways
the YSA is preparing itself for rapid
growth in the next year through its
support to the SWP 1972 election cam-

paign.

Abortion conference

The second national conference of
the Women’s National Abortion
Action Coalition will be held Feb.
11-13 at Boston University. For
further information, contact

WONAAC, 150 Fifth Avenue,
Suite 843, New York, N.Y. 10011.
Phone: (212) 741-0450.

{iei EAL ALL ABORTION LAWS

!azm ALL CONTRACEPTION LAWS
§END FORCED STERILIZATION

WOMEN'S ABORTION ACTION COMMITER

Photo by Howard Petrick.

Socialist Directory

ALABAMA: Tuscaloosa: YSA, c/o Richard Rathers, P.O. Box 5377, Uni-
ersity of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 35406.

ARIZONA: Phoenix: YSA, c/o John Beadle, P.O. Box 750, Tempe, Ari-
zona 85281. Tel: (602) 968-2913.

Tucson: YSA, 410 N. 4th Ave., Tucson, Ariz. 85705.

CALIFORNIA: Berkeley-Oalland: SWP and YSA, 3536 Telegraph Ave.,
Oakland, Calif. 94609. Tel: (415) 654-9728.

Claremont: YSA, ¢/o Mark Neithercut, Story House, Claremont Men's
College, Claremont, Calif. 91711.

Los Angeles: SWP and YSA, 1107 1/2 N. Western Ave., Los Angeles,
Calif. 90029. Tel: SWP—(213) 463-1917, YSA—(213) 463-1966.

Sacramento: YSA, ¢/o Bob Secor, 3702 T St., Sacramento, Calif. 95815.

San Francisco: SWP, YSA, Militant Labor Forum, and Pioneer Books,
2338 Market St., San Francisco, Calif. 94114. Tel: (415) 626-9958.

San Diego: SWP, P.O. Box 15111, San Diego, Calif. 92115. YSA, P.O.
Box 15186, San Diego, Calif. 92115.

Santa Barbara: YSA, c/o Robert Mattson, Box 14126, UCSB, Santa
Barbara, Calif. 93107. Tel: (805) 968-1988.

COLORADO: Boulder: YSA, c/o Barbara Thornton, 1316 Arapahoe Ave.,
Boulder, Colo. 80302. Tel: (303) 444-1440.

Denver: SWP, YSA and Militant Bookstore, 1100 Champa St., Denver,
Colo. 80204. Tel: (303) 623-2825. Bookstore open Mon.-Sat., 10:30 a.m.—
7 p.m.

CONNECTICUT: Hartford: YSA, c/o Bob Quigley, 127 Washington St.,
Apt. 106, Hartford, Conn. 06106.

New Haven: YSA and Socialist Workers '72 Campaign, P.O. Box 185,
New Haven, Conn. 06501.

FLORIDA: Gainesville: YSA c/o David Zimet, Box 13861 University
Station, Gainesville, Fla. 32601. Tel: (904) 373-2627.

Jacksonville: YSA, P.O. Box 8409, Arlington Branch, Jacksonville, Fla.
32211.

Tallahassee: YSA, c/o Brett Merkey, 814 California St., Tallahassee,
Fla. 32304. Tel: (904) 222-8776. .

Tampa: YSA, P.O. Box 9133, Tampaq, Fla. 33604. Tel: (813) 228-4655.

GEORGIA: Aflanta: Militant Bookstore, 68 Peachtree St. (3rd floor),
SWP and YSA, P.O. Box 846, Atlanta, Ga. 30301. Tel: (404) 523-0610.

ILLINOIS: Carbondale: YSA, c/o John Center, 1407 Schnider Hall,
Bush Towers, Carbondale, Ill. 62901. Tel: (618) 453-5882.

Chicago: SWP, YSA and bookstore, 180 N. Wacker Dr., Rm. 310, Chi-
cago, ll. 60606. Tel: SWP—(312) 641-0147, YSA—(312) 641-0233.

DeKalb: YSA, c/o Student Activities Center, Northern lllinois U, DeKalb,
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1ll. 60115. Tel: (815) 753-0510 (day); (815) 758-2935 (night).

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, c¢/o Don Caine, 446 E. 2nd St., Bloom-
ington, Ind. 47401.

LOUISIANA: Baton Rouge: YSA, c/o John Hickman, P.O. Box 19435,
Baton Rouge, La. 70803. Tel: (504) 388-1517.

MASSACHUSETTS: Amherst: YSA, Box 324, Student Activities Office,
Campus Center, U of Mass., Amherst, Mass. 01002.

Boston: SWP and YSA, c/o Militant Labor Forum, 295 Huntington Ave.,
Rm. 307, Boston, Mass. 02115. Tel: (617) 536-6981, 262-9688.

Pittsfield: YSA, c/o R.G. Pucko, 77 Euclid Ave., Pittsfield, Mass. 01201.

Worcester: YSA, Box 1470, Clark U, Worcester, Mass. 01610. Socialist
Workers Campaign '72, P.O. Box 97, Webster Sq. Sta.,-Worcester, Mass.
01603.

MICHIGAN: Ann Arbor: YSA, P.O. Box 408, Ann Arbor, Mich. 48107.

Detroit: SWP, YSA, Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Woodward Ave., Detroit,
Mich. 48201. Tel: (313) TE1-6135.

East Lansing: YSA, P.O. Box 14, East Lansing, Mich. 48823.

MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St. Paul: SWP, YSA and Labor Bookstore,
1 University N.E. (at E. Hennepin) 2nd fl., Mpls. 55413. Tel: (612) 332-
7781.

MISSOURI: Kansas City: YSA, c/o Student Activities Office, U of Mis-
souri at Kansas City, 5100 Rockhill Road, Kansas City, Mo. 64110. '

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Portsmouth: YSA, P.O. Box 479, Durham, N.H.
03824.

NEW JERSEY: Wayne: YSA, c/o Clyde Magarelli, William-Paterson
College of N.J., 300 Pompton Rd., Wayne, N.J. 07470. '

NEW MEXICO: Albuquerque: YSA, c¢/o Vivian Abeles, 3807 Thaxton
S.E., Albuquerque, N. M. 87108. Tel: (505) 268-1541.

NEW YORK: Binghamton: YSA, c/o Betty Sachs, Box 1610, Harpur
College, Binghamton, N.Y. 13901.

Brooklyn: SWP and YSA, 136 Lawrence St. (at Willoughby), Brooklyn,
N.Y. 11201. Tel: (212) 596-2849.

Long Island: YSA, P.O. Box 357, Roosevelt, L.I., N.Y. 11575, Tel: (516)
FR9-0289.

New York City— City-wide SWP and YSA, 706 Broadway (4th St.),
Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tel: (212) 260-0976.

Lower Manhattan: SWP, YSA and Merit Bookstore, 706 Broadway (4th
St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tel: SWP—(212) 982-6051,
YSA—(212) 982-821 4, Merit Books— (212) 982-5940.

Upper West Side: SWP and YSA, 2744 Broadway (106th St.), New
York, N.Y. 10025. Tel: (212) 663-3000.

NORTH CAROLINA: Chapel Hill: YSA, P.O. Box 2207, Chapel Hill, N.C:
27514,

OHIO: Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 4420 Superior Ave., Cleveland,
Ohio 44103. Tel: (216) 391-5553. :

Oxford: YSA, Box 321, Oxford, Ohio 45056. Tel: (513) 529-5872.

Yellow Springs: YSA, Antioch College Union, Yellow Springs, Ohio
45387.

OREGON: Eugene: YSA, c¢/o Dave Hough, 4888 W. Amazon, Eugene,
Ore. 97405. Tel: (503) 342-7076.

Portland: SWP and YSA, 208 S.W. Stark, Room 201, Portland, Ore.
97204. Tel: (503) 226-2715.

PENNSYLVANIA: Erie: YSA, c/o John Sajewski, P.O. Box 3222, Erie,
Pa. 16508.

Philadelphia: SWP and YSA, 1004 Filbert St. (one block north of Mar-
ket), Philadelphia, Pa. 19107. Tel: (215) WA5-4316. .

RHODE ISLAND: Kingston: YSA, c/o Stan Max, Kingston Inn, Room 210,
1320 Kingston Road, Kingston, R.l. 02881. Tel: (401) 783-7855.

Providence: YSA, P.O. Box 117, Annex Sta., Providence, R.l. 02901.
Tel: (401) 863-3340.

TENNESSEE: Knoxville: YSA, c/o Keith Harris, P.O. Box 8402, Uni-
versity Sta., Knoxville, Tenn. 37916. .

Nashville: YSA, c/o Elizabeth Lariscy, 1214 17th Ave. S., Nashville,
Tenn. 37201. Tel: (615) 292-8827. ‘

TEXAS: Austin: SWP and YSA, P.O. Box 5586, West Austin Station,
Austin, Texas 78703.

Houston: SWP and YSA and Pathfinder Books, 6409 Lyons Ave., Hous-
ton, Texas 77020. Tel: (713) 674-0612.
" San Antonio: YSA, c¢/o P.O. Box 774, San Antonio, Texas 78202.

UTAH: Logan: YSA, c/o John Wangsgaard, 1671 E. 16th N., Logan,
Utah 84321. Tel: (801) 752-5118.

WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP and YSA, 746 9th St. N.W.,, 2nd fl., Wash.,
D.C. 20001. Tel: (202) 783-2363. '

WASHINGTON: Pullman: YSA, c/o Roger Snelgrove, 209 High St.,
Pullman, Wash. 99163.

Seattle: Militant Bookstore, 5257 University Way N.E., Seattle, Wash.
98105. Hrs. 11 0. m.-8 p. m., Mon.-Sat. Tel: (206) 523-2555.

WISCONSIN: Madison: YSA, c/o Mary Jo Vogel, 411 W. Gorham St.,
Madison, Wis. 53703. Tel: (608) 256-1693. )

Milwaukee: YSA, 1702 E. Lafayette Place, Milwaukee, Wis. 53202. Tel:
(414) 271-3624. i

Oshkosh: YSA, c/o Gaile Wixson, 802 Elmwood, Oshkosh, Wis. 54901.
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The struggle in this country has taken so many twists
and bends that many people (people who should know
better) have concluded that it’s going around in circles.
That’s one reason why the ruling class still rules.

The lessons of the past have indicated that commitment
and action must be coupled with a profound awareness
and clear analysis of the real issues at hand. Rather than
trying to piece together an accurate picture of the
movement both nationally and internationally by reading
the bourgeois press why not try the Guardian, an
independent radical newsweekly with an independent line.

* - The Guardian’s long-standing dedication to people’s strug-

~gles and opposition to ruling class exploitation have made
it the largest (some consider it the best) movement weekly
in the country.

Stop reading between the lies.
Read the Guardian!

mail to: Guardian, 32 W. 22nd St.
Enclosed is: New York, New York 10010

[0$10. fo: a regular one year sub. (for Canada and Latin America,
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International Socialist Revnew
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g Until his death last year, Georg

Lukacs was probably the besi-
known living Marxist philosopher.

Here a leading American Marxist

as a. MaHISt scholar provides a critical assess-
Phllosopher ment of Lukac's contributions to so-

cialist thought over the last five

by George Novack decades.

Also: McGOVERN'S BID FOR THE PEACE VOTE by Will Reisner;
PETER WEISS'S TROTSKY IN EXILE: Reviews by Ernest Mandel
and George Breitman; WORLD CRISIS IN STEEL by Dick Roberts;
LENIN AND NATIONALISM by Tony Thomas.
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Regularly Read in Peru...

The Quechuas, the descendants of
the Incas, would put it like this:

Panawayqgeykuna:

Unaypaqh rantiychis Intercon-
tinental Press qelqata. Chaypin sapa
qanchis p'unchay rikunkichis imay-
natas pacha teqhsintinpi waj-
chamasinchiskuna, llank'agh runa--
kuna, maganakushankuauqanchis-
kunawan, hit'ighninchiskunawan.
Chayta rikuspanchismi aswan al-
lin hatariytaga yachasunchis, no-
gqanchispura yanapanakuspanchis.

We give it to you in English —
you pick it up from there:

"Sisters and brothers:
"Subscribe to the publication Inter-
continental Press. Every week you
will read about the struggles of our :
fellow workers against oppression. how to help each other in our strug-
It can be a useful tool in learning gles."

Intercontinental Press
P.0O.Box 116

Village Station

New York, N.Y. 10014
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() Enclosed is $7.50 for 26 issues.

() Enclosed is $15 for one year.
() Please send a sample copy.
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Enclosed is $1 for 10 weeks of The Militant;

() $6 for c1 one year subscription; ( ) $1.80 for
six months for GIs. : -
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By LEE SMITH
JAN. 4 —Washington's savage inten-
sification of the air attack on the peo-
ple of Indochina with five days of
massive, continuous bombing raids
on the Democratic Republic-of Viet-
nam during the holiday period of
Christmas and New Year provoked
an immediate and angry response
from antiwar forces in the U.S.
Hastily called actions were held in
New York, Washington, D. C., and a
number of other cities. In a dramatic
gesture aimed at focusing publicity
on the renewed bombing, 15 mem-

bers of Vietnam Veterans Against the

War seized and occupied the Statue
of Liberty in New York harbor for
a day and a half from late Dec. 26
until early Dec. 28.

In another VVAW action Dec. 27,
25 demonstrators occupied the Betsy
Ross House in Philadelphia for an
hour -until police broke in and re-
moved them.

The National Peace Action Coali-
tion released the text of a telegram
from NPAC coordinator Stephanie
Coontz to the Provisional Revolution-
ary Government of South Vietnam
and the Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam. The telgram said, in part, "No

- matter how hard Nixon. tries for viec-

tory, we are confident that the ma-
jority of the people of all Indochina
will continue the fight for self-deter-
mination and national liberation. . . .
The current escalation will not go un-
challenged. NPAC expresses total sol-
idarity with the Vietnamese people in
this time of crisis and demands Stop
the Bombing! U.S. Out of Southeast
Asia Now!"

NPAC joined other antiwar groups,
including the People's Coalition for

Peace and Justice, Women Strike for
Peace and the Women's International
League for Peace and Freedom, in
urging pickets and vigils in New
York, Washington and elsewhere.

The Young Socialist Alliance, con-
vened in its 11th national convention
in Houston, Texas, sent a telegram
of support to NPAC expressing sol-
idarity with the emergency actions on
the East Coast.

The VVAW staged protests in Wash-
ington Dec. 28, pouring blood on the
steps of ‘the Lincoln Memorial and

locking arms to block the entrance’

to the monument in an action that
led to the arrest of 86 veterans on
misdemeanor charges. -

One hundred pickets marched in the
rain for an hour at noon in Times
Square in New York Dec. 30. An
antiwar vigil was held in New Haven,
Conn., the same day by about 100
people.

The following day, Dec. 31, was
marked by actions in both New York
and Philadelphia. When William P.
Bundy, a top architect of U.S. ag-
gression in Southeast Asia, tried to

address a session of the American

Association for the Advancement of
Science, in Philadelphia, he was con-
fronted by about two dozen antiwar
members of a group called Science
for People. They refused to let him
speak until he answered a series of
questions about his views on the war.
Bundy and another speaker were es-
corted from the meeting by cops. :

In New York on Dec. 31, NPAC,
VVAW, PCPJ and other antiwar
groups demonstrated at the tradition-
al New Year's Eve gathering in Times
Square.

A picket line of 1,000 marched

Indochina war escalation spurs protests

Vietnam Veierans Against the War flew upside-down U.S. flag from
Statue of Liberty during occupahon.

around the White House in Washing-
ton, D.C., on New Year's Day and
a group of about 150 stood along
the route of the Rose Bowl Parade
in' Los Angeles, holding banners de-
nouncing the bombings.

The Student Mobilization Commit-
tee, which actively supported the New

. York and Washington pickets, is put-

ting itself on a campaign footing to

build the National Student Antiwar
Conference Feb. 25-27 at Washing-
ton Irving High School in New York.
Plans will be made at the conference
for a massive response to the stepped-
up U.S. aggression. The central focus
of discussion at the conference is ex-
pected to be the SMC's role in mo-"
bilizing support for the April 22 anti-
war demonstrations in New York and
on the West Coast.

Da%s

at jail

By MICHAEL SCHREIBER

PALO ALTO, Calif. — Speakers for the
National United Committee to Free
Angela Davis called for continued
demonstrations as they addressed
more than 300 persons on Dec. 18
in front of the jail here where Davis
is imprisoned.

Fania Jordan, Angela's sister, en-
couraged the demonstration by de-
scribing her recent speech at a Free
Angela rally in Paris attended, she
estimated, by 60,000 people. "If they
can turn out numbers like that in
Paris,"
what we can do here!”

Davis gave a message to Jordan
to read to the many defense support-

-ers who ringed the jailhouse chant-

ing "Free Angela!" The message be
gan, "Sisters and Brothers: For the
first time in many seasons I can ac-
tually hear you. ... I can feel your
strength and love and determination
to set me free. . . . It's just a matter
of time." Davis urged actions in behalf
of Ruchell Magee, the Soledad Broth-

ers, and the San Quentin Six.
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Jordan declared, "you know

The Palo Alto action, involving peo-
ple from a spectrum of groups, was
organized to call attention to the pu-
nitive jail conditions to which Davis
is subjected. She has been refused her
right to bail, which legally must be
granted in capital cases except where
guilt can "be assumed.” The evidence
the state has revealed in its case of
murder-kidnap-conspiracy is purely
circumstantial. It includes the alleged
purchase of guns, the language in
some letters to George Jackson, and
Davis' possession of certain pam-
phlets, newspapers, and speech notes.

Thus, the state is banking its case
on whatever prejudice it can build
against her ideas, her membership in
the Communist Party, and her polit-
ical association with supposed "crim-
inals" like George Jackson.

In other recent developments, the
California State Court of Appeals re-
jected Davis' petition to move her trial
site from San Jose to San Francisco.
This decision, which enhances  the
chances for a highly prejudiced jury,
demonstrates the collusion of many
branches of the state and federal
courts and governmental departments
to convict Angela Davis.

If the state of California succeeds
in continuing to deny Davis the right
to bail, a jury of her peers, and free-
dom from undue punishment, it will
be that much better armed against
all political - prisoners. The frame-up
case against Davis is aimed at roll-
ing back the entire radical movement
and undermining the rights of all
Americans. A broad-based defense ef-
fort and nationwide demonstrations
can force the state to retreat from these
reactionary plans.

in trial

By MICHAEL SCHREIBER

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 4 —In the
trial that opened Dec. 21, exactly four
months after his murder, George Jack-
son is being portrayed as the "dead-
liest” of the three Soledad Brothers.
Prosecuting attorney William Curtis
charged in his opening statements that
on Jan. 16, 1970, George Jackson
beat Soledad prison guard John Mills
while John Cluchette held him from
behind. Jackson then allegedly held
Mills while Fleeta Drumgo inflicted
more beatings.

According to the prosecution, Jack-
son also whipped Mills with a metal
flashlight and threw Mills' limp body
from the thirdfloor tier to the first
tier of Soledad prison's "Y" wing.

On Dec. 29 Curtis submitted to the
all-white jury photographs showing
callouses on the edges of both of
George Jackson's hands and on his
knuckles. These callouses, Curtis
maintained, indicate that Jackson was
a practitioner of karate, which the

state "will prove” was used against
Mills.

Defense attorneys Floyd Silliman
and Richard Silver have argued con-
tinually during the two weeks of the
Soledad trial that testimony against
George Jackson cannot be admitted
as evidence because Jackson is unable
to defend himself in death, and is
thus presumed innocent.

When the prosecution objected tha*
"presumption of innocence is not &
final matter,” Silver requested permis- .
sion to call witnesses who had been
interviewed by George Jackson's for-
mer attorneys in order to prove Jack-
son's innocence in court. This request
was rejected on Jan. 4. Judge Spiro
Lee Vavuris ruled that evidence im-
plicating Jackson in the murder may
be submitted by the prosecution in
order to "set the scene," but that wit-
nesses who may absolve Jackson of
guilt cannot be examined by the de-
fense. .

Defense attorney  Silliman has
charged that two-thirds of the pros-
ecution witnesses are now on parole
as a reward for their testimony. Silli-
man said that one prisoner who had
not at first satisfied Soledad investi-
gator Charles Moody with his testi-
mony was threatened with exposure
for being a "snitch."”

"He came around,” Silliman bitterly
told the jury. "He gave a statement
that qualified him to become a wit-
ness for the prosecution.” '





