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aga1nst rac1st v1g1 antes 
By DERRICK MORRISON 

CAIRO, IlL, Oct 28- While the Oct 25 
New York Times and other papers were 
giving big headlines to a fictitious mass 
Black assault on the Cairo police head
quarters, they were ignoring wh at actually 
did happen: The police mounted an a ttack 
on the Cairo Black community and a white 
sniper put a bullet into the head of a n in
nocent Black youth, Joh n Garrett, as he 
was walking into the Pyramid Court hous
ing project in the Bla ck community. Garrett, 
in fair condition, is now out of the hos
pital and recuperating at home, 

The Times article, published with the title 
"Armed Negroes Attack Police Station in 
Cairo, Ill.," underlines a calculated a ttempt 
by the white, capitalist p ress to misinform 
and suppress information . about the situa
tion of Blacks in Cairo. ( F or the Times ' 
"disclaimer," see p age 3.- Ed. ) 

When I showed the article to Leon Page, 
state coor dinator for the Cairo Black 
United Front, he termed it a total lie. 

Blacks in Cairo have withstood close 
·to 150 nights of white racist attacks since 
March 31, 1969, when organized whites 
marched into Pyramid Court and opened 
fire on hou ses and passing automobiles. 
These a ssaults have been perpetrated by 
police a nd state troopers a s well as vigi
lante gr oups. 

Yet, for the capitalist media, "violence" 
occurs only when the Blacks- the victims 
of r a cia l oppression- respond in self-de
fense. 

A key focus of recent efforts by Blacks 
to organize their self-defense took place 
last weekend at the "United Front for Sur

' vival Conference" held in Carbondale. 

CARBONDALE, Ill.- The United Front 
for Survival Conference held here Oct. 24-
25 and attended by more than 500 Blacks 
has established the beginnings of a Na
tional Black United Front. 

The gathering, held at Southern Illinois 
University (SIU), around the theme"United 
We Stand, Liberation at Hand," was orga
nized by the Black United Front (BUF) 
of Cairo. 

As part of its campaign to defend the em
battled Black community of Cairo, the 
'NB UF will sponsor a nationwide speak
ing tour for Rev. Charles Koen, the 26-
year-old executive director of the Cairo 
BUF. The conference designated Novem
ber "National Save Cairo Month." i 

Cairo is a town of not more than 7, 000 :__ 
half of whom are Black. Innumerable 

' armed attacks have been carried out 
against its Black community sincl!e April 
1969 when, in response to previous as
saults, Blacks organized the United Front 
and launched an economic boycott against 

Photo by Carl Hampton{ Cairo United Front 

CAIRO, USA. Armed white facing toward the all-Black Pyramid Court 
housing project in Cairo, lll., where Black community has had to or-
ganize itself against continuing poli«;e-vigilante attacks. In background 
is burning grocery which was razed to ground by arsonists. 

the white merchants. Now in its nineteenth 
month, the boycott has closed eight white
owned stores. 

The nearly 150 armed attacks on the 
Black community that have occurred since 
the formation of the United Front have 
been the work of police, Illinois state troop
ers, and a white vigilante group known as 
"The White Hats," organized in 1967 by 
Peyton Berdling, the local state's attorney. 

The attacks have escalated during the 
past month. Within the space of a few days 
in mid-October, white vigilantes terrorized 
the community through arson and other 
acts of violence, the B UF reports . In one 
incident, an occupant of a yellow car 
parked in front of the police station was 
observed firing for more than five minutes 
toward Pyramid Court, a Black public 

.: I housing project, leaving Monroe Jenkins 
wounded by bullet fragments from a bullet 
teadng into his car. On Oct. 12, eight shots 
were fired into the United Front's Palace 
Clothing Store. On Oct. 15, white arson
ists burned a large portion of the cooper-

ative prefab housing factory, making it 
the thirteenth Black business to be par
tially destroyed by terrorists. 

"We find that while the breakdown of 
'law and order' takes place here in Cairo," 
Rev. Koen stated in a press release Oct. 
13, "politicians, the governor and folks 
on the national scene are shouting 'law 
and order.' But 'law and order' here in 
Cairo means white folks raise hell while 
Black folks go to jail." 

On Oct. 21, however, armed Blacks met 
the police before they, were able to enter 
the Black community and drove them back 
into the police station. The cops reported 
firing thousands of rounds of ammunition 
during the confrontation. 

The fact that police do not enter certain 
areas of the Black community, the con
tinued growth of Black economic coopera
tives, and the operation of a Black code 
of justice put Cairo in the very vanguard 
of the struggle for Black control of the 
Black community. This fact lent great im-

( Continued on page 8) 
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UAW local reiects selective strike policy 
Defeats GM Tech Center 

back-to-work move 
Dearborn, Mich. 

The most important development in 
the GM strike to date was the unani
mous rejection by the membership of 
Local 160 of a back-to-work move
ment proposed by UAW president 
Woodcock and the UAW Internation
al Executive Board (IEB). Local160 
officers refused to negotiate with the 
management of GM's Tech Center the 
return to work of over 300 skilled men 
working on safety and emission con
trol experiments. In reply to IEB 
threats against the local's leadership, 
a meeting of the strikers was called 
to decide the issue. 

Irving Bluestone, co-director of 
UAW's GM department, received noth
ing but boos when he began to pre
sent the International's policy of "se
lective strikes." He argued that allow
ing GM's competitors to continue pro
duction is the most effective way of 
winning the strike. Angry skilled work
ers at Tech Center called the proposal 
"strike-breaking" and rejected it by a 
unanimous vote. 

The International's "one-at-a-time" 
strategy failed to win the demands 
of the Ford strike in 1967, and it is 
the feeling of many of the GM strikers 
-as Local 160's unanimous rejection 

J.Edgar Hoover 
claims the YSA 
"is today the 
largest and best 
organized youth 
group in leftwing 
radicalism." 

For once he's 
right. 

JOIN Tt£ YSA! 
_I WANT TO JOIN THE YSA 
--'WOULD UKE MOlE INFOIMAnON 
_ENQOSED IS .75 FOI "INTIODUCliON TO 

THE YOUNG SOCIALIST AWANCF 

NAME 
ADDIESS ____ -=-::=·----
OTY STATE----
DP -~E---~-
QIP AND MAll TO YSA, lOX 471 COOPEI 
STAnON, NY, NY 10003 

of it indicates- that this strategy will 
only prolong the strike without win
ning its demands. 

GM Fleetwood Fisher Body 
Retiree 

Aesthetic appeal 

W. Hyattsville, Md. 
Isn't there any way you can go 

back to the offset process? It had much 
more aesthetic appeal!! 

R.H. 
/We are still using the offset process. 

But instead of the small, high-quality 
press previously used, The Militant 
is now being printed on a large web 
newspaper press. This has meant a 
certain loss in quality. But it was nec
essary in order to move to a 20-page 
newspaper with a larger circulation 
and to pave the way for a further 
expansion in size and circulation. The 
quality can improve, however, as we 
think the past issue indicated. We ex
pect that within several months we 
will be closer to our previous quality. 
-Editor] 

Real threat 

Chesterland, Ohio 
I have been a Militant subscriber 

for many years now :1nd I'd like to 
continue my subscription. Unfortu
nately I have been unemployed for 
almost six months and am running 
out of funds. 

I have a degree in physics but there 
are no physics job openings. Every 
time I apply for "nonprofessional" em
ployment in factory labor or in any 
other field, I have been told I am 
"o".:r-qualified." Even college gradu
ates are screwed in a capitalist econ
omy. 

I'm personally a member of the IWW 
and I may have some disagreements 
with you on certain points, but you 
Trotskyites are doing a fine job in 
organizing a real threat to capitalism. 
I say Right-On. 

L.C. 

Coors Brewing Co. boycott 

Austin, Texas 
Chicanos throughout Aztlan have 

been boycotting the Adolph Coors 
Brewing Company because of its rac
ist hiring and firing practices. 

Centered in Golden, Colo., the Coors 
I.Jo. was cited this August fpr racial 
discrimination by the Colorado Civil 
Rights Commission. The citation stems 
from the firing of an employee in 
1969. 

Through contracts with the govern
ment, Coors produces huge quantities 
of beer for consumption by Gls in 
Vietnam. Just .as the U. S. government 
aided the growers in the grape boy
cott by making Vietnam the world's 
third largest importer of California 

grapes, the taxpayers' dollars are now 
going to the aid of the Coors Co. 

When the boycott began three years 
ago, only six of the 1,750 employees 
were Chicanos. The hiring process not 
only required Chicanos to give exten
sive life histories, but also to submit 
to psychological and lie detector tests. 
If Chicanos didn't pass (for white?), 
they were not hired. 

The racist actions of Coors are noth
ing new to Denver area residents. Re
ports indicate the local brewery was 
a meeting place for the Ku Klux Klan 
some years back. Joseph Coors is a 
University of Colorado regent. Coors 
also donated a helicopter to the ·Den
ver police department, which has been 
used to tear gas Chicano demonstra
tors. 

For more information on the boy
cott, contact the Crusade for Justice, 
1567 Downing St., Denver, Colo. 
80218. 

Mariana Hernandez 

Now York Times 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
That Now York Times spoof ofmar

riage on the women's liberation page 
of the Oct. 16 Militant was terrific. 
The only things the Now York Times 
forgot to mention were that the bride
groom's title before he got married 
should have been noted as Master 
James Buckingham, and that it should 
have been "Ms. and Mr." Buckingham 
who announced the marriage, not "Mr. 
and Ms." 

Amy Lowenstein 

Master James Leslie Buckingham? 

Proposes GM strike strategy 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
If I were a GM striker, I would make 

the following proposals: 1) Close 
down all GM plants, not just some of 
them as is now the case; 2) Organize 
mass picketing, peaceful but large
scale, with banners proclaiming the 
demands of the workers; 3) Take a 
lesson from the antiwar movement and 
organize mass demonstrations, espe
cially in Detroit, inviting all those who 
wish to participate on the side of the 
workers; 4) Set a short time limit to 
settle the strike or spread it to the rest 
of the auto industry, including all 
parts-production plants and sales 
agencies; 5) Publicize in every pos
sible way the demands of the work
ers and explain the relationship be
tween wages and prices. 

Radio news, TV and the daily pa
pers here don't say a word about the 
GM strike. I wouldn't know that such 
a thing existed if I didn't depend on 
Frank Lovell's articles in The Mili-
tant. 

Milton Alvin 
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Closing news date- Oct. 28 

Progressive Labor disrupts 

UA W support rally 

Chicago, Ill. 
Several members of Progressive La

bor Party and their SDS sympathizers 
disrupted an Oct. 15 rally called at 
the University of Chicago in support 
of the United Auto Workers Strike. 

No sooner had one of the auto work
ers begun to speak than about 10 
PLers sprang to their feet shouting 
accusations of "sellout", charging that 
the union leadership was not fighting 
in the true interest of the workers. 

One of the more amusing aspects 
of the disruption came when PLers 
began to shout, "We're trying to orga
nize action in support of the work
ers. What are you doing?" The speak
ers replied in bewilderment, "But we 
are the workers." 

The entire incident raises a serious 
question about the way in which dif
ferences within the movement should 
be resolved. The movement can only 
function if the democratic right of 
groups to ho'.d their own meetings 
is respected and differences are dis
cussed in a rational manner with all 
points of view having an opportunity 
to be expressed. 

Rick Feinberg 

Amazing accomplishment 
West Orange, N.J. 

The Militant is an amazing accom
plishment. With a minimum of re
sources you continually produce a 
newspaper whose standards of truth 
and of writing far exceed those of 
any capitalist publication I have seen 
originating in this country. 

One thing bothers me, however. It 
seems to me that the paper is dated 
too far in advance. I think it should 
come out on or about the cover date 
and not a week or so earlier, as is 
the case at present. It somewhat jars 
the "truth image" you otherwise gen
erate so brilliantly. 

F. A. 
/Most weekly publications are print

ed in advance of the date on the cover 
so that the date does not convey the 
impression of being an "old" issue. 
With continuing deterioration of po:,t
al service, it becomes nect-.,sary to 
advance the actual date of publication 
even further. We publish the closing 
news date each week on page two 
to make clear we're not tryin~ to ki.:i 
the public.- Editor} 

PEDESTRIANS! BICYCLISTS! 
SUBWAY RIDERS! 

· Why pay taxes to subsidize automobiles? 
Read "PEOPLE vs. CARS: The Rising 
Resentment Against the Automobile." $1 
postpaid (New York residents please add 
tax). AUTOFACTS, 611 Broadway, .Rm. 
528M, New York, N.Y. 10012.-
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New York vows to close 
gap in subscription drive 

Want to 
sell subs? 

Just fill Olf ,,, COVJIOII 

The Militant will send you a 
complete subscription llit1_ In
cluding coupons, posten, ek. 
Your area will be added to the 
scoreboard if you wish. 

By WADE DOUGLAS 
OCT. 27- Thermometers during a 

certain stage of civilization measured 
body temperatures. 

In recent decades, however, ther
mometers have measured other things 
such as Militant subscription goals. 

In the headquarters of New York 
City's Socialist Workers Party, visitors 
are occasionally startled by a huge 

On the 
spot 

Derriclr Morrison 

When major social\and political 
struggles erupt, The Mititant makes 
every possible eHort to provide 
on-the-spot reporting. This week we 
sent stoH reporter Derrick Morri
son to Carbondale to cover the 
important conference of Blacks lhat 
took on lhe job of mobilizing na
tional support for lhe Black com
munity of Cairo, Ill., which has or
ganized itself in resistance against 
a murderous while supremacist 
campaign of intimidation and 
bloodshed. 

From Carbondale, Morrison went 
on to Cairo where he is now gath
ering more finthand information 
on lhe situation there. If ever lhere 
was proof of lhe unreliability of 
the capitalist media in lhese mat
len, it was the UPI dispatch fea. 
lured prominently in the Oct. 25 
New York Times: 

•Squads of armed Negro men 
drove up to lhe Cairo police sta
tion,• the dispatch said, "and 
opened fire three times in six hours 
tate yesterday and early laday. 
In the third atlaclr, hundreds of 
rounds of gunfire ripped into the 
police station for 35 minutes." 

Without bothering to retract lhat 
report, the Times printed another 
account two days later which re
vealed lhat the Black "attack" was 
a pure invention: 

"The police contend that hundreds 
of rounds of ammunition were fired 
at their headquarters." the Times 
now reported. "The beige sandstone 
building has only 17 small pock
marks that COULD be from bul
lets. (Emphasis added.) One win
dow is cracked. Directly across the 
street, the front of a Negro-owned 
lavern is riddled with bullet holes." 

In Cairo, Morrison is getting the 
story of the police-vigilante attacks, 
which the concoction about the "at
lack" on the police station is de
signed to cover over. Setting the 
record straight is The Mililani's job. 
When we report a story you can 
believe it. 

thermometer in striking red, yellow, 
and green colors that lunges up a 
pillar near the entrance to the hall. 

According to this thermometer, the 
New York City Militant sellers are 
behind schedule. They should have 
sold 1,320 subs as of Oct. 27, but 
the thermometer registers only l,U10 
sales. 

But Doug Jenness, one of the two 
New York sub campaign directors, 
is confident the gap will be closed. 

"We'll make our two thousand 
quota," Jenness said. "We're making 
a major effort because we are totally 
convinced in the expansion of circu
lation of The Militant and its increased 
size which the the current radicalization 
makes possible." 

Jenness points to the 232 subscrip
tions that Militant sellers in New York 
sold the week of Oct. 21-27. 

"We sold 140 of them in a single 
mobilization," puts in Jenness, under
lining the point that anybody can sell 
subscriptions if they put their minds 
to it. The 140 subs resulted from Mil
itant sellers, sub blanks in their purses 
and pockets, papers tucked under their 
arms, working their way through 
some of the dormitories of Columbia, 
Barnard, New York University, Ford
ham and Pratt, Oct. 25. 

Jenness adds a corollary to the rea
sons for an all-out effort. New mem
bers to the YSA have been recruited 
during the Militant subscription cam
paign in New York. 

One of The Militant's most enthu
siastic boosters is Kipp Dawson, So
cialist Workers Party candidate forsen
ator in New York and an activisit 
in the women's liberation movement. 
wy ou 've got to read The Militant to 
-know what's happening in wom
en's liberation," says Dawson, "espe
cially in New York." She said the news
paper's extensive coverage and anal· 
ysis are having considerable impact in 
women's liberation groups. An increas
ing number of women active in build-

Coming issue 
of ISR will be 
spur to sales 

OCT. 27- Hungry for Marxist the
ory? The new issue of International 
Socialist Review is a veritable delica
tessen of revolutionary ideas. The No
vember number will be off the presses 
Nov. 2 and will feature articles by 
Barry Sheppard, Evelyn Reed, Der
rick Morrison, and Mary-Alice Waters. 

The bustling New York offices of 
the ISR were bedecked with posters 
of Rosa Luxemburg and Che when 
we dropped in last week to talk to 
the editor. Larry Seigle looked up 
from the final galley proofs of "Is 
Man an Aggressive Ape?" an article by 
Evelyn Reed. "It's a really good ar
ticle," said Seigle. "It challenges the 
current theories that human beings are 
by nature aggressive." 

Coming this winter, he said, will 
be a polemic against anarchism by 
Karl Marx, never before published in 
English, and a major work by Ernest 
Mandel on the Leninist concept of the 
party. 

The ISR drive for 2,500 new subs 
by Nov. 15 has hit the 44 percent 
mark, 22 percent behind schedule. 
Boulder and Detroit were ahead of 
schedule and Mansfield had made its 
quota of eight. Sell more subs was the 
most solid advice. And if you don't 
have one, well, do your thing. 

ing the movement here look more and 
more to The Militant for both news 
and analysis on women's liberation. 

The drive to push the socialist news
weekly past the 15,000 mark by Nov. 
15 still will require a massive clfort. 
At this writing, 8,440 subscriptions 
have come in, whereas, according to 
business manager Flax Hermes, 9,990 
were needed to keep the drive on sched
ule. 

The Worcester area Militant sellers 
joined the ranks of those groups in
creasing their sub drive quota. Wor
cester became the sixth, jacking its 
quota from 100 to 125. 

Dean Reed- a one-man blitz- upped 
his quota from 20 to 100. He's al
ready sold 96 subscriptions. Santa 
Cruz, Calif., it appears, has never seen 
anything like it. -

Natalie Harary of New York, who 
has sold 63 subs, found Reed's ef
fort so impressive that she has de
cided to try to surpass it. 

Subscription 
City Quota New Subs 

Baltimcwe, Mel. 10 19 
Selinsgrove, Pa. 5 6 
Mansfield. Pa. 50 50 
Middletown, N.Y. 5 5 
Oxlcwd, Ohio 50 48 

Santa Cruz, Calif. 100 96 
Long Island, N.Y. 75 69 
Austin, Teras 350 301 
Ypsilanti, Mich. 50 42 
Portland, Ore. 100 79 
Narthompton, Mass. 50 39 
Berr.ley, Calif. 600 464 

Seattle. Wash. 400 306 
Twin Cities, Minn. 600 452 
Philadelphia, Pa. 650 482 

Yaungstown, Pa. 10 7 
San Francisco, Calif. 800 547 
Bostan, Mass. 1,000 678 

Ncwth Baoton (250) (210) 
Cambridge (250) (201) 
Sauth Bostcin (250) (142) 

Logan, Utah 50. 33 
Albany, N.Y. 50 32 
Houston, Texas 250 159 
Phoenix, Ariz. 75 46 
Detroit, Mich. 700 423 
Grinnell, Iowa 5 3 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. 20 12 
Portsmouth, N.H. 20 12 
Worcester, Mass. 125 75 
Atlanta, Go. 500 295 
Newark. N.J. 75 43 
Kansas City, Mo. 100 57 
La Crosse, Wis. 50 28 
Cleveland, Ohio 600 313 
New York, N.Y. 2,000 1,010 
Pittsburgh, Po. 10 5 
Los Angeles, Calif. 1,000 487 
.Knoxville, Tenn. 50 24 
Son Diego, Calif. 100 48 

Providence, R.I. 150 70 
Stanford, Calif. 30 14 

I would like ta sell subscriptions to . 
The Militant this fall. 

Please set for me a quota of (circle 

one) 5 10 20 30 40 50 

D List the above quota in The Mili
tant 1 weeldy scoreboard. 

D Do not publish my quota. 

Name (please print) 

Address 

City State 

School 

scoreboard 
Chicago, Ill. 1,500 
DeKalb, Ill. 150 
Washington, D.C. 300 
Eugene, Ore. 10 
Geneseo, N.Y. 5 
Portage, Mich. 10 
Staatsburg, N.Y. 10 
Hayward, Calif. 40 
San Joaquin Val., Calif. 50 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 100 
E I Paso, Texas 75 

Bloomington, Ind. 100 
Tallahassee, Fla. 50 
Binghamton, N.Y. 150 
Yellow Springs, Ohio 125 
Cincinnati, Ohio 60 
Ft. lauderdale, Fla. 30 
St. tauis, Mo. 50 
Boulder-Denver, Colo. 235 
Milwaukee, Wis. 100 
East Lansing, Mich. 25 
Kingsville, Texas 5 

Madison, Wis. 300 
Son Jose, Calif. 5 
Paterson, N.J. 60 
Tampa, Fla. 100 
Kent, Ohio 45 
New Haven, Conn. 60 
Riverside, Calif. 150 
Nacogdoches, Texas 10 
Stoia College, Pa. 10 
Tacoma, Wash. 20 
Bellingham, Wash. 40 
Oshkosh, Wis. 50 
Grosse Pt., Mich. 20 
liHie Rock. Ark. 50 
Red Hook. N.Y. 50 
East Stroudsburg, Po. 10 
Marsing, Idaho 50 
Mission Viejo. Calif. 5 
Waverly, Iowa 10 
General 400 
GOAL 15,000 

Zip 

675 
64 

124 
4 

2 
4 

2 
15 
18 
35 
26 
34 
16 
47 
39 
18 
9. 

13 
52 
22 
5 

I 

60 

9 
15 
6 
a 

18 

2 
3 
3 

0 
0 
0 
0 

206 
8,440 
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Roots of the Mideast conflict (I) 

Western imperialism 
and Arab nationalism 

By GUS HOROWITZ and 
BARRY SHEPPARD 

(First of a series) 
The colonial revolution has been 

one of the most important features 
of world politics in the twentieth cen
tury, especially after World War II. 
The majority of the world's people are 
rising to demand an end to imperial
ist domination, which has kept them 
living in backwardness and squalor. 
The oppressed peoples of the world 
are fighting for an end to their na
tional oppression and subjugation, for 
an end to the systematic super-exploi
tation they suffer at the hands of the 
advanced capitalist countries. 

The Arab revolution is one facet 
of this struggle against foreign dom
ination. The peoples of the Arab 
world, which stretches from the Mid
dle East all across North Africa, have 
been subjected to the same kind of 
imperialist exploitation as the peoples 
of Black Africa, Asia and Latin Amer
ica. 

Western capitalist domination of the 
Arab world began in the early part 
of the 19th century with the French 
conquest of Algeria in 1830 and the 
establishment of British outposts in 
Aden, along the Persian Gulf, and on 
the Red Sea. 

French rule over Algeria typified 
one form of Western domination: col
onization by French settlers who con
trolled the economic and political life 
of the country while the Algerian 
Arabs were relegated to the status of 
a subject people. By 1851 more than 
150,000 Europeans had settled in Al
geria; by 1936 their number was to 
reach almost one million out of a 
total population of less than eight mil
lion. The French also colonized Tu
nisia and Morocco, but somewhat la
ter, with the number of European 
settlers in 1936 reaching 213,000 and 
236,000 respectively. This kind of 
settler-colonization was later attempted 
by Mussolini in Libya, bOt was short
lived. The era of direct colonial con
trol over Arab North Africa ended in 
1962, when the Algerian revolution 
succeeded in winning formal political 
independence from France. 

The latter part of the 19th century 
ushered in the modern era of imperi
alist domination over Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. This period was 
marked by an intensive search for 
profitable areas of investment and a 
race to win control over the natural 
resqurces of the world. The fierce com
petition among the imperialists finally 
exploded in World War I, a war which 
was fought to decide how the world 
was to be divided among them. 

In this period, France and Britain 
were able to seize most of the remain
ing Arab lands. France took over Tu
nisia in 1881 and Morocco in 1912. 
Britain occupied Egypt in 1882 and 
took over the Sudan in 1899. Follow
ing the breakup of the Turkish Otto
man Empire after World War I, 
France and Britain carved up the 
Arab East, with the blessing of the 
League of Nations. France got Syria 
and Lebanon; Britain took over Pales
tine, Trans-Jordan, and Iraq and 
strengthened its position in the Arabian 
peninsula and Egypt. Prior to the war, 
Italy was able to grab Libya, while 
Spain reached an agreement with 
France· formalizing Spanish control 
over the Northern Zone of Morocco. 
The Arab world was thus totally con
trolled by Western imperialism. 

The imperialist powers exercised 
their control through a variety of 
forms, ruling through exclusive treaty 
relationships, through servile regimes, 
importing administrative bureaucra
cies, settling large numbers of Europe
ans as in Algeria, or through some 
combination of these. In all cases, 
however, political control was ulti
mately backed up by the imperialist 
armies. The imperialists' aim has been 
the economic exploitation and domi
nation of the area (e.g., Persian Gulf 
oil) or control over important trade 
routes or strategic military outposts 
(e.g., the Suez Canal and the Gibraltar 
area). 

The history of the subjugation of 
the Arab peoples is marked by recur
ring rebellion and opposition to im
perialist oppression. Armed resistance 
occurred in Algeria from 1830 to 
1848, and the country was not secured 
for French domination until the 1880s. 
Later resistance culminated in the 
1954-1962 national uprising. In Mo
rocco, French control was not fully 
secured until after rebellions in 1926 
and 1933 had been crushed. In Tu
nisia, nationalist opposition to France 
won some concessions in the period 
between the two world wars. Struggles 
in 1952-1955 forced France to grant 
formal independence to Tunisia and 
Morocco. Syrian rebels fought the 
French Army in 1920 and rose in 
rebellion again in 1925-27. Egypt and 
Iraq saw national uprisings in 1919 
and 1920, resulting in more indirect 
forms of British rule. Uprisings in Leb
anon in 1943 and Syria in 1945 led 
to the granting of formal indepen
dence. In Palestine, in the 1920s and 
1930s, uprisings occurred against 
British domination and the coloniza
tion of the country by European Jews. 
Rebellions, insurrections, and other 
forms of nationalist resistance oc
curred in other areas. 

The upsurge of the Arab colonial 
revolution during and after World War 
II was part of a general worldwide 
upsurge of the colonial revolution. 
This, coupled with the weakening of 
the European powers in the war, re
sulted in the erosion of imperialist 
rule and the breakup or overthrow 
of the old imperialist empires. In some 
cases the United States encouraged 
this process, taking an "anti-imperial
ist" stand against the old European 
empires in order to facilitate U.S. im
perialist penetration into the Arab 
world. 

But formal independence has not 
meant true independence for the Arab 
peoples. Under the blows of the colo
nial revolution, the imperialists have 
been forced to give up most of the 
crudest forms of overt rule, but they 
have been able to devise new, less 
direct methods of maintaining the es
sence of their domination. This new 
policy has sometimes been called neo
colonialism. 

The imperialist powers use their eco
nomic and military might to maintain 
governments in the nco-colonies which 
will defend their basic interests. These 
pressures are usually indirect- mili
tary or economic aid and such meth
ods as CIA-organized military coups. 
But the imperialists are always ready 
to use direct military intervention to 
safeguard their interests if that should 
prove necessary and practical. 

In 1958, for example, Washington 
landed troops in Lebanon, fearing po
tential revolutionary developments 
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The long-exploited Arab Mideast 

which could have threatened its hold 
in the area. During the recent civil 
war in Jordan, Washington stood 
ready to intervene militarily to save 
King Hussein. And as Vietnam shows 
in full detail, Washington has no 
qualms about massive direct U.S. mil
itary intervention when it feels that it 
is necesary to try to stop the national 
liberation struggle. 

In the Middle East, the state of Is
rael fulfills a special, unique function 
in defending the interests of imperial
ism. Artificially and arbitrarily carved 
out as a settler-colonialist state, Israel 
is by its very nature hostile to the 
Arab nationalist struggle. And by the 
same token its survival in an Arab 
world is contingent on a harmony of 
interests with imperialism. The impe
rialists know that they can count on 
Israel as a trustworthy and militarily 
powerful ally already well-entrenched 
in the Arab East. Thus, after the Suez 
Canal was nationalized in 1956, Is
rael was the spearhead of a joint Is
raeli-British-French invasion ofEgypt. 
In 1970, Israeli troops were poised to 
invade Jordan if Hussein had fallen, 
while American planes were prepared 
to guard the flanks of the Israeli at
tack. 

As the power of European imperial
ism weakened in the Arab world after 
World War II, that of Washington 
has increased, economically as well as 
militarily, particularly in relation to 
Mic:!east oil. As a result, while British 
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and French interests are still strong 
in the Arab East, the dominant role 
is now being played by Washington. 

This places a special responsibility 
oh revolutionary socialists in the 
United States to oppose all actions by 
Washington designed to keep the Arab 
peoples in subjugation. Revolutionary 
socialists must take on the job. of ex
plaining to the American people that 
the U.S. has no business intervening 
in the Arab world, just as it has no 
business in Vietnam. 

Our defense of the Arab peoples· 
against U.S. imperialism is uncondi
tional. In other words, our support 
for the just struggles of the oppressed 
Arab peoples does not depend on our 
estimate of the political strengths or 
inadequacies of the Arab nationalist 
leaderships at any given time. The es
sential consideration is to side with 
the oppressed against the oppressor. 

So long as imperialist exploitation 
of the Arab peoples continues, it 
dooms them to remain "underdevel
oped," just as is the case with the peo
ples of Asia, Black Africa, and Latin 
America. They cannot begin real na
tional development until every form 
of imperialist domination is ended. 
Their struggles for complete national 
liberation are part of the worldwide 
struggle to end the exploitation of man 
by man; it is our struggle, too, and 
one which the American people should 
support. 

(To be continued.) 
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Cameio confronts Kennedy and Spaulding 

Camejo vs. Kennedy 

BRIDGEWATER, Mass.- The Dem
ocratic, Republican and Socialist 
Workers candidates for U.S. Senate 
from Massachusetts met and debated 
at Bridgewater State College Oct. 21. 
This was the first joint encounter be
tween all three. On previous occasions, 
SWP candidate Peter Camejo had sep
arately confronted incumbent Edward 
Kennedy three times and his Republi
can opponent Si Spaulding twice. 

Spaulding had announced his inten
tion to go to Bridgewater in a clear 
attempt to imitate Camejo's campaign 
strategy of confronting Kennedy at 
his own meetings. 

The three-way confrontation drew 
both a large audience-1,000 of the 
3,000 students enrolled at the college 
- and wide press coverage. 

Camejo is tried 

on trumped-up 

trespass charge 
By JERRY KEENE 

BOSTON - Peter Camejo, Massa
chusetts senatorial candidate for the 
Socialis. Workers Party, appeared in 
Roxbury district court Oct 21 to face 
charges of trespassing brought against 
him by Northeastern University. The 
charges stemmed from a noontime 
SWP campaign rally Oct. 8 at the 
NU quadrangle during which Camejo 
was arrested at the instigation of uni
versity officials (see The Militant, Oct 
23). 

Prosecution witness Sgt. McCall of 
the NU campus police testified that 
he instructed Camejo to leave in three 
minutes "or else," but that he did not 
inform Camejo what he meant by "or 
else." When he dismantled the sound 
equipment and attempted to pull Ca
mejd from the platform, he related, 
the crowd started yelling, "You let 
Father Drinan speak, let him speak!" 
His suggestion that the crowd was dis
orderly was contradicted by photo
graphs and subsequent testimony. 

When Camejo took the stand he 
made it clear that he had in no way 
tried to incite the crowd to violence. 

It was pointed out that other candi-
. dates had been allowed to speak in 

the same area and that the Democratic 
candidate for governor had held a 
rally there one week before. 

Camejo explained that he was a 
bona fide candidate who had debated 
Sen. Edward Kennedy three times and 
his Republican opponent Si Spaulding 
twice. This abuse of constitutional 
rights would never have happened to 
a Republican or Democratic candidate, 
Camejo charged. 

Judge Eisenstadt ruled that there 
had, in fact, been no attempt to incite 
the crowd to violence, but he found 
Camejo guilty nonetheless of tres
passing on private property. And al
though no penalty was meted out, the 
sanctity of private property had to be 
upheld, if only for the record. 

Kennedy opened his remarks by 
welcoming Spaulding and Camejo 
and offering both time to speak. But 
it soon became clear that he was try
ing to tum the meeting into a two
way debate with Spaulding. 

When Camejo got the floor he began 
by pointing out that the mass media 
define elections in such a way that 
people hear only the Democratic and 
Republican candidates. His assertion 
that he alone of the three stood for 
unconditional and immediate with
drawal from Vietnam drew applause, 
which mounted from point to point. 
He blasted Kennedy for his promise 
to continue to vote for the war and 
his admission during a Camejo-Ken
nedy exchange at Holy Cross College 
earlier that week that he supports the 
use of some chemical warfare in Viet
nam. 

Camejo's call for legalization of 

abortion to prevent the death of 7,000 
women who die each year from abor
tion received strong applause. But the 
nearly all-white audience responded 
with a mixture of hisses and applause 
to his support for Black control of 
the Black community. 

Camejo concluded by quoting Ken
nedy's book Decisions for a Decade 
(in which Kenndy claims to oppose 
the kind of big-money, television ad
vertising campaign he is running) and. 
by challenging Kennedy to immedi
ately accept a live TV debate between 
the three candidates. 

Kennedy refused to answer a single 
question raised by Camejo. The chair
man hurriedly adjourned the meeting 
despite the fact that Kennedy had indi-. 
cated he would take questions from 
the audience. 

As the audience broke up, more than 
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"There is a group here called the 

Socialist Workers Party. They are wel
come. I am delighted to see them here 
tonight. They follow me around from 
meeting to meeting and ask me ques
tions on abortion and the war in Viet
nam," said Senator Edward Kennedy 
last month at Weymouth High School 
near Boston. Kennedy's numerous 
run-ins with SWP senatorial candidate 
Peter Camejo and his supporters 
throughout the campaign have visibly 
led less to "delight" than to embar
rassment for the senator, however. In 
some meetings his confrontations with 
the SWP have lost him large portions 
of his audience. 

• • • 
"SWP has a reputation within rad

ical circles for anticipating political 
chic, backing fashion before it is fash
ionable to do so," states an article 
entitled "On the Socialist Workers Par
ty" in the Oct. 6 issue of The Phoenix, 
a Boston weekly. The SWP's presi
dential candidate in 1960 campaigned 
in support of the Cuban revolution 
"at a time when it was quite unpopu
lar, if not downright dangerous" to 
do so, and its 1964 candidate was a 
"Black with strong ideas on Third 
World nationalism," the article ex
plains. The paper focuses on the Mass
achusetts congressional campaign of 
another SWP pacesetter, Joe Miles. 
Miles was a key figure in organizing 
the GI antiwar movement at Forts 
Jackson and Bragg before the Army 
exiled him to remote Alaska in 1969. 

• • • 
When Daniel Fein, Rhode Island 

SWP senatorial candidate, proposed 

to a statewide conference of about 300 
social workers that they support the 
antiwar movement, thegatheringvoted 
overwhelmingly to join the Rhode Is- · 
land Peace Action Coalition and give 
time and money to build the Oct. 31 
demonstJ;ation. 

• • • 
Supporters of Earl Craig, a defeated 

peace candidate in Minnesota's Dem
ocratic primary in September, have 
received an open letter from Nancy 
Strebe, SWP senatorial candidate. She 
calls on them to endorse her cam
paign, " even those who do not neces
sarily agree with my entire platform 
• • • as the best alternative to the les
ser-evil shell game of war, racism, 
and oppression." 

• • • 
The most recent issue of The New 

Broadside, a New York feminist tab
loid, has an article entitled "Bella v. 
Barry v. Eva" which discusses the 
19th congressional race in New York. 
After describing the campaigns of Bar
ry Farber and Bella Abzug, the Re
publican and Democratic candidates, 
the author indicates that "perhaps a 
more digestible candidate for many 
people, however, is Eva Chertov, who 
is running on the Socialist Workers 
Party ticket." 

• • • 
Responding to charges that it was 

playing favorites, the administration 
o1 Blackburn College in Carlinville, 
Dl., put on the same "social hour" 
for the SWP that it had for the Dem
ocrats and Republicans. One hundred 
of the 500 students at the college 

150 students congratulated Camejo 
and shook his hand. At least 10 older 
non-students told him they would not 
vote for Kennedy after what they had 
seen. Young campaign workers for 
Spaulding urged Camejo to keep up 
the fight One said he was going to 
support socialist candidates in the fu
ture. Supporters of Democratic "peace" 
candidate Studds told Camejo they 
would vote for him. 

All the dally newspapers mentioned 
Camejo's presence but tried to empha
size the Kennedy-Spaulding confronta
tion. A round-up article on the Massa
chusetts campaign in the Boston Eve
ning Globe, however, noted that Ken
nedy was beginning to change his po
sition on war appropriations in re
sponse to Camejo's repeated attacks 
on this question. Kennedy denied he 
was changing his position. 

turned out to hear SWP candidates 
Willie Petty and Nancy Cole, candi
dates respectively for Cook County 
sheriff and University of Illinois 
Board of Trustees. 

• • . . 
Georgia SWP congressional candi

date Frank Grinnon ffied for official 
write-in status Oct. 13. His action did 
not invalidate the SWP's challenge to 
the election laws, currently on appeal 
to the U.S. Supreme Court and which 
could still place the SWP on the No
vember ballot. An Atlanta Journal 
story on the ffiing extensively quoted 
Grinnon's views on the Vietnam war, 
police brutality, the Mideast and wom
en's liberation. 

• • • 
The Georgia Democratic and Repub

lican gubernatorial candidates have 
created a diversionary issue over 
whether or not to vote a straight .ticket. 
Democrat Jimmy Carter favors the 
straight ticket since the state generally 
votes Democrat. He recently told the 
Atlanta Jaycees, according to a report 
in the Atlanta Journal, that he could 
be induced to split the ticket only if 
SWP candidate Linda Jenness were 
the Democratic nominee. 

• • • 
In a statement Oct. 27, Stephanie 

Coontz, Washington SWP candidate 
for U. S. Congress (1st C. D.), called 
on all who value civil liberties to de
fend the Seattle Eight. Indicted on con· 
spiracy · charges stemming from a 
demonstration last February, their 
trial is scheduled to begin in Tacoma 
Nov. 9. 

-DAVID THORSTAD 
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GM balks at serious bargaining 

FRANK LOVELL 
OCT. 26- Striking members of the 

United Auto Workers union looked to 
their leadership for a break in the 
bargaining sessions with General Mo
tors, and some locals of the union 
began a stepped-up campaign to force 
the giant corporation to start serious 
bargaining on the crucial wages ques
tion as the strike settled into the sev
enth week with no end in sight. 

A special convention of the UAW 
in Detroit Oct. 24 adopted emergency 
measures to meet the cost of the strike, 
then in its 40th day. The only order 
of business before the 3,000 delegates 
from all parts of the country was a 
special strike assessment that will 
average out to about $10 a month 
for all working members. 

At present the union pays out $14-
million weekly, expected to rise to $19-
million Nov. 1, when it starts paying 

"Firebrand of a book." 
Publishers Weekly 

Blaek lationalism 
And ThelevolatioD 
In llusie by Frank KoCsky 
280 pp. 20 pp. of photos, discography 
doth S7.95 poper S2.75 

"Kofsky, history professor, writer on 
jazz and leftiJt, combines all three 
avatars in this firebrand of a book 
... He destroys the misapprehen

sions that blocks don't support jazz, 
that jazz is not protest music and 
that the death of jazz is 'imminent.' 
Attacking the music critics by name, 
Kofsky discovers that the white Amer
ican left never 'adequ.otely compre
hended the nature either of Negro 
music or Negro nationalism.' He de
plores, too, the use of block musicians 
as instruments in the cold war di
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Deserted Southgate, Calif., GM plant 

strikers' medical-hospital-doctor insur
ance and life insurance. 

There are roughly one million UAW 
members employed in the auto, farm 
implement, and aircraft industries. 
Their strike contributions starting 
Nov. 1 will bring in $10-million 
mostly to augment the rapidly dwin
dling $120-million strike fund. The 
new source of income is calculated to 
insure payments of $30 to $40 a week 
to 350,000 GM strikers until Nov. 23. 

In addition to these immediate mat
ters of financing the strike, U A W offi
cials announced that they now hope to 
launch an "offensive" against GM, to 
broaden the base of support for the 
strike by appealing to other sections 
of the union movement, students, and 
the general public. 

Other unions have pledged financial 
support: the Teamsters, $25-million; 
the Steelworkers, $10-million; the 
United Rubber Workers, $4-million. 

A 78-member national citizens com
mittee to aid families of the strikers 
is headed by former SenRtor Paul H. 
Douglas of Illinois and includes AFL
CIO president George Meany and Mrs. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Also included 
are such prominent Democratic poli
ticians as Senators Hart, Muskie, Ken
nedy, Bayh, and McGovern. 

These moves by the union leader
ship signaled the recognition on their 
part that GM management is prepared 
to ex:;;nd the strike into the new year. 

The key issue is a new wage pattern 
that will have far-reaching effects upon' 
the standard of living of all working 
people in this country. The UAW is 
demanding an immediate first-year in
crease from the present $4 average 
hourly wage to $4.61 plus a no-limit 
cost-of-living escalator clause that will 
keep wages abreast of rising prices. 
This clause, central to the UAW wage 
demand, is the only defense wage 
earners have against inflation. 

The crucial importance of the esca
lator clause is now generally recog
nized throughout the union movement 
and is becoming a standard demand, 
having been adopted at the recent con
vention of the Steelworkers union. 
Consequently, the entire union move
m~ nt now has a more-than-ordinary 
interest in the outcome of the GM 
strike, recognizing that all workers 
have a direct stake in winning it. 

On the side of Big Business, there is 
now little confidence in the ability of 
the Nixon administration to curb in
flation. In a report on the fall meeting 
of the Business Council, the Wall Street 
Journal revealed the following: 

"It was learned that prior to the 
meeting, James M. Roche, chairman 
of General Motors Corp., circulated 
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a long memorandum to the business 
leaders and top adminstration econ
omists on the wage and price situa
tion. While stopping short of recom
mending any wage-price guidelines, 
the report did call for stronger presi
dential leadership in this area. In
formed observers, however, claimed 
the memo was unrelated to the GM 
strike." 

This means that after the Nov. 3 
general election and before the year 
is out, if the U A W strikers do not 
weaken, the Nixon administration at 
the prompting of GM will find a pre
text to intervene and attempt to force 
a settlement which will rule out the 
effective kind of cost-of-living wage 
escalator now demanded by the union. 

The U A W officialdom expresses a 
greater interest in the outcome of the 
election than in the direction of the 
strike, urging union members to vote 
for the Democratic Party. Yet the Dem
ocrats have favored wage-price guide
lines, and if they are returned to Wash
ington in large majority the chances 
are that the new Congress will urge 
wage-price restraints of some kind. 

Despite the record of the Democrats 
in promoting wage curbs, as well as 
legal restraints on union activity, the 
UAW top leadership clings to the vain 
hope that a big Democratic victory 
will create for them a more favorable 
bargaining climate. 

The strikers at GM plants are trying 
in a different, more realistic way to 
create a more favorable bargaining 
climate- by closing all GM operations 
and thereby changing the "selective 
strike" into an effective. strike. 

Considerable opposition to the soft 
strike strategy of the UA W officialdom 
developed when the 6,300 strikers at 
the Detroit Diesel Allison plant were 
sent back to work at pre-strike wages 
Oct. 1 after settlement of some "local 
grievances" and without any agree
ment on the fundamental national is
sues. 

Since then, criticism has become 
more widespread and rumors are cir
culating that all the "non-economic" 
demands affecting representation, 
hours, and working conditions have 
been withdrawn. The "prerogatives of 
management"- which vitally affect 
conditions of work and production 
speedup- are not being tampered with. 

Pickets in Detroit at the GM Fleet
wood plant were critical of the Inter
national UAW policy which returned 
the Diesel strikers to work and which 
keeps other GM plants operating to 
produce parts for Chrysler and Ford. 

A veteran UAW member reports that 
in Detroit some of the best actions 
of earlier strikes against GM are now 
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Masses of Black 
youth are jobless 

Establishment propagandists 
like to promote the notion that the 
maxim about Blacks being "the 
last hired and the first fired" no 
longer applies in our affiuent so
ciety, where there are jobs for all 
-or, at least, practically all. 

Yet the expendability of Blacks, 
particularly youth, is as great or 
greater than ever in an economic 
situation where the byword is ra
tionalization of production- that 
is, producing more goods with few
er workers. 

Total unemployment of Blacks 
between the ages of 16 and 19 
soared to 34.9 percent in the third 
quarter of 1970, July-September, 
according to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

"Hardest hit of all were young 
Black men in urban slums," the 
New York Times reported Oct. 21. 

At the depth of the great depres
sion, the worst unemployment lev
els suffered by American workers 
reached 24.9 percent in 1933. 

Any wonder that Black youth 
are a vanguard in the radicaliza
tion? 

recalled and discussed. He says, "In 
the 1946 GM strike R.J. Thomas (then 
U A W president) suggested the A. C. 
Spark Plug plant in Flint be allowed 
to reopen to produce parts for Packard 
Motor Co. Reuther charged Thomas 
with starting a back-to-work move
ment." 

Some U A W locals are trying to 
bring greater pressure upon General 
Motors by calling the strikers into ac
tion even though the top leadership 
has so far refused to call mass meet
ings to report on the course of the 
strike. 

Cadillac Local 22 has picketed the 
GM building in Detroit. 

The United National Caucus, a De
troit-based inner union group, issued 
a leaflet with thl. following five sug
gestions to strengthen the strike: 1) 
For a citywide strike committee in 
the Detroit area; 2) For this strike 
committee to advise the UAW Inter
national Executive Board on strike 
policies; 3) For meetings to be called 
of all GM locals on strike to give 
them a progress report and prepare 
them for a long strike; 4) For mass 
picketing of the GM building one day 
a week; 5) For asking the Interna
tional officers to call a mass demon
stration in Kennedy Square (Detroit) 
on Friday, Oct. 30, at 1 p.m., and 
call for the closing of all Chrysler and 
Ford plants so all UAW members 
can participate in the mass demon
stration. 

Some of these points have been 
. adopted by a few UAW locals, accord
ing to reports from the Detroit area. 

An estimated 3,500 pickets of strik
ing UAW Local 160 blocked all gates 
for one day, Oct. 23, at the GM Tech
nical Center in Warren, Mich., forcing 
a 60 percent absentee rate among the 
2,000 salaried employees who have 
been working behind the picket lines. 

Such actions are counter to the aims 
of the UAW leadership as stated by 
President Woodcock at the union's spe
cial convention. He was quoted by 
the New York Times reporter as say
ing: "We are not out to teach General 
Motors a lesson. We are not out to 
defeat them." 

The GM strikers are out to teach 
General Motors that even the largest 
corporation in the world must respect 
the needs of its workers. They are out 
to defeat the GM strategy of starving 
the strikers back to work on GM terms. 
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Almost all Laos towns wiped out 

The U.S. bombing devastation of vast areas of South Vietnam, like 
the one shown in this photo, is being carried into Laos, AP reports 
say. 

By DICK ROBERTS 

OCT. 27 - U.S. Special Forces 
troops are engaged in combat opera
tions in Laos; they have suffered ca
sualties which are not being disclosed 
by the Pentagon. Meanwhile, U. S. 
bombers, in operations extending far 
beyond the so-called Ho Chi Minh 
trail, have destroyed virtually every 
town in northern Laos. 

These facts have emerged in a se
ries of recent disclosures which under
line the continuing, unrelenting press
ing of the war in Southeast Asia by 
the U.S. despite the relatively low lev
els of G I casualties in Vietnam in re
cent weeks. 

U.S. bombers, U.S. Special Forces 
units, divisions of the Saigon Army, 
Cambodian and Thai battalions, the 
Royal Laotian Army and the CIA
controlled Meo mercenary army in 
Laos, all directed, armed and financed 
by Washington- in addition to the 
giant U.S. occupational army in South 
Vietnam- are spreading the devastat
ing war into every last pore of the In
dochinese subcontinent. 

still has all the makings of a very 
long and costly affair." 

Southerland compared the present 
state of the Pnompenh army to the 
Saigon regime's army of five years 
ago- a comparison that has also 
been made by other war correspond
ents: " ... the funds are limited and 
much of the $50-million U. S. mili
tary aid fund for Cambodia has. been 
going into basics such as communi
Clition equipment and bullets .... 
"'With all the aid in the world, 

they're not trained for the war and 
won't be for another 12 months, when 
you consider the sophistication of the 

·enemy,' said one Western military at
tache." 

Southerland also offered an opin
ion on the activities of Vietnamese 
Communist forces in Cambodia: "It 
is certain that the Vietnamese Com
munists are not putting as much ef
fort into fighting the Cambodian Ar
my as they could if they wanted. The 
best guess is only 7,000 or 8,000 
of the 40,000 to 50,000 North Viet
namese and Viet Cong troops believed 
to be in Cambodia are being used 
to fight the Cambodian Army. 

"The rest are being used to raise 
Cambodian recruits, organize village 
committees and liberation associations, 
provide logistical support, and build 

new sanctuary areas, particularly in 
the rugged northeastern part of the 
country. This is an historical strong
hold for dissident movements and 
many of the montagnards in the area 
have been cooperating with the North 
Vietnamese for years." 

Meanwhile, with the currently re
duced weekly casualty figures for 
American G Is. the Pentagon has been 
releasing the figures for "noncombat" 
GI deaths along, with those for Gls 
killed in combat. "Noncombat" refers 
to "accidents, illness and other non
combat causes." 

In the week ending Oct. 17, 40 Amer
icans were "killed in action" and 33 
died from "noncombat" causes. This 
brought the totals to 43,861 "com
bat" deaths in the war; 8,692 "non
combat" deaths - 52,553 American 
Gis' lives wasted in the slaughterous 
U.S. invasion of Southeast Asia since 
Jan. 1, 1961. 

In tht! nine-month period between 
March 19 and Oct. 17 of this year 
alone, a total of 3,979 Gis died in 
Vietnam. And the slaughter of Indo
chinese is of course, incalculably 
greater. 

Can we do anything less than press 
the fight for the immediate, uncondi
tional and total withdrawal of U.S. 
forces from Southeast Asia? 

Pagel 

Nat'l antiwar 
convention set 

for Chicago 
A national convention of the an

tiwar movement has been set for 
the weekend of Dec. 4-6 at the 
Packinghouse Union hall in Chi
cago. Called by the National 
Peace Action Coalition, this might 
well be the largest meeting of an
tiwar activists in the history of the 
Southeast Asian war. 

Coming after the elections and 
after the Oct. 31 national antiwar 
demonstrations, the antiwar con
ference in Chicago will be mak
ing pla.~.., ; •. -.. future actions based 
on assessments of these events. 

"The purpose of this convention 
is to plan massive antiwar activ
ities for the spring," a circular for 
the NPAC conference states. 
"Everyone who opposes the war 
is invited to attend. All who re.g
ister for the convention will have 
voice and vote." 

Registr11tion for the Chicago 
meeting will begin at 12 noon, 
Friday, Dec. 4, in the lobby of the 
Packinghouse Labor Center, 4959 
S. Wabash St. The convention will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. on Friday and 
will conclude around 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. 

The convention information 
numbers are (216) 621-6518 in 
Cleveland and (312) 922-1068 in 
Chicago. Because of the large num
ber of people expected, those plan
ning to attend are urged to pre
register. 

The NPAC circular lists these 
area coalitions as cosponsoring 
the Chicago convention: Atlanta 
Mobilization Committee; Chicago 
Oct. 31 Peace Action Coalition; 
Detroit Committee to End the War 
Now; Minnesota Peace .\ction Co
alition; Seattle Oct. 31 Committee; 
Cleveland Area Peace Action 
Council; 

Greater Boston Peace Action Co
alition; Connecticut Peace Action 
Coaltion; Rhode Island Peace Ac
tion Coalition; New York Peace 
Action Coalition; Rocky Mountain 
Peace Action Coalition; and the 
Los Angeles Oct. 31 Out Now 
Committee. 

An Oct. 8 AP dispatch carried by 
The Times-Picayune of New Orleans 
gave details about the vast scope of 
destruction by U.S. bombing opera
tions in Laos which were not disclosed 
by other major news sources: "refu
gees from northern Laotian towns said 
in Vientiane, Laos' capital, that Amer
ican planes have been bombing pop
ulation centers there for more than 
two years. 

"The refugees said they had to 
spend most of their days underground 
and ventured out to work in their 
fields only after dark," the AP dis
patch continued. "Refugees said the 
bombing has destroyed all major 
towns in northern Laos. 

Killing of Chicano vet protested in Texas 

"A Western military source went a 
step further and said apart from a 
few government-controlled provincial 
capitals "there are no towns left in 
Laos. The U. S. now is bombing La
os with about 700 sorties per day, 
more than six times as heavily as 
North Vietnam ever was hit." (Em
phasis added.) 

These shocking facts make it clear 
that Washington is applying the same 
saturation-bombing tactics in Laos 
that have left the South Vietnamese 
countryside looking like the pock
marked surface of the moon. 

The war is also deepening in Cam
bodia, according to a report from 
Pnompenh by Christian Science Mon
itor correspondent Daniel Southerland. 
" ... barring a negotiated Indochina 
settlement," Southerland stated Oct. 
22, "the Cambodian war, inextricably 
linked with the fighting in Vietnam, 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas- Over 
700 persons marched Oct. 18 to pro
test the killing of Mario Benavidez, 
a Chicano Vietnam veteran, by an 
off-duty Corpus Christi cop. The cop, 
R. P. Spencer, claimed he caught Ma
rio Benavidez stealing some tires from 
a parked car late Sunday night, Oct. 
11. The cop has three different stories 
to explain the shooting. 

The first: After getting Benavidez' 
identification, Benavidez attacked the 
cop with a crowbar and the cop shot 
Benavidez in self-defense. 

Second: After getting Benavidez' 
identification, Benavidez attacked the 
cop and was accidentally shot in the 
scuffle. 

(No crowbar was found at the scene. 
Benavidez was 5'7" tall, weighing 150 
pounds. The cop is 6'3" and weighs 
well over 200 pounds.) 

Third: Benavidez made a three-foot 
leap from the top of a 1 0-foot barbed 
wire fence at the cop, and Benavidez 
was shot in the scuffle. 

The march demanded the dismissal 
of the cop from the police department 

and a full investigation to determine 
if the cop should face criminal charges 
in the shooting. The police have al
ready completed an "investigation" and 
have ruled the shooting "accidental." 

The march was sponsored by the 
Corpus Christi chapter of the Mexican
American Youth Organization 
(MAYO) and had the participation 
of MAYO chapters from nearby cities. 
The march began with approximately 
150 persons but swelled to over 700 
as it marched four miles through the 
Mexican-American community. Most 
of the protesters were Chicano high 
school students, but the march includ
ed persons between the ages of seven 
and 70. 

The march stopped in Ben Garza 
Park for a rally before ending at the 
police station. Speakers at the rally 
included Yolanda Garza Birdwell, a 
Houston MAYO community organiz
er; Dr. Hector T. Garcia, national 
chairman of the American GI Forum; 
state representative Carlos Truan; and 
Domingo Pena, a Chicano television 
actor. 

After the rally, the march continued 
to the police station. The police com
mander Nicholas Baumann, backed 
up t,y almost the entire police force 
in riot gear stationed along the march 
route and the tops of the surround
ing buildings, came outside the sta
tion to aceept the petition of the march 
organizers. 

Isidro Ortiz, chairman of the Cor
pus Christi MAYO, gave the petition 
to Baumann and demanded Spencer 
be dismissed and a complete investi
gation be conducted. Mr. Baumann 
refused to answer the demands and 
said he would meet with five MAYO 
representatives in a couple of days 
to discuss it. The marchers booed this 
proposal and demanded Baumann act 
immediately. 

The rally at the police station ended 
with Julia Benavidez, Mario Benavi
dez' mother, who thanked the march
ers for their concern for her son and 
demonstrating for Spencer's dismissal. 
MAYO may call further actions if 
Spencer is not dismissed. 
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• • • Cairo Blacks defend rights 
(Continued from. page 1) 
portance to the Carbondale conference. 

As part of the activities on the first 
day of the conference, participants 
from several workshops were loaded 
onto buses to attend one of the regu
lar Saturday mass rallies held by the 
BUF in Cairo, a .little over 50 miles 
from Carbondalt!. 

This was an important rally, oc
curring as it did after the Oct. 21 
confrontation with the police and a po
lice attack the following day. In re
sponse to the combativity of the Black 
community, the city government had 
let it be known that there would be 
no more street demonstrations or pick
eting of stores in Cairo. Death threats 
had been made against Rev. Koen. 
Scores of state troopers were as
sembled in the area, armed with sub
machine guns and other assault wea
pons. 

When challenged by this state of 
affairs, Rev. Koen told the 300-400 
people assembled that if Black people 
were not allowed to take to the streets 
it would not be possible to maintain 
the successful economic boycott. A 
march was scheduled to go through 
the downtown area that day. And it 
did. 

The march assembly point was only 
a couple of blocks away from the 
towering Cairo police station. 

After passing several areas where 
Black housing ·and economic coopera
tives had been burned to the ground 
by white vigilantes, the marchers en
tered the Pyramid Court housing proj-
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ect, a stronghold of support for the 
Front. There a couple ofhundredmore 
persons joined the march. Although 
predominantly youth, their numbers 
included children and many Blacks 
in their late thirties or early forties. 

As the march proceeded through the 
white community and into the down
town area, state troopers cleared traf
fic-which indicated that the city gov
ernment had backed down on its 
threat to prevent such a demonstration 
from taking place. Chants of "Black 
Power," "Soul Power," and the song 
"Ain't Goin' to Let Nobody Turn Me 
Around" resounded throughout the 
area. 

Several groups of BUF members in 
cars drove around in an effort to 
assure that the march would proceed 
smoothly. 

How to contact 
Cairo United Front 
As ·we went to press, ·the united 

front formation initiated at Car
bondale to defend the Cairo 
Black community had not an
nounced a malling address. Fi
nancial aid and requests for in
formation can be addressed, 
however, directly to the United 
Front of Cairo, P. 0. Box 544, 
Cairo, m. 62914. 

On Sunday, Oct. 25, workshopswere 
held back in Carbondale on politics, 
communications, defense, culture, reli
gion and economic development. 

In the final plenary session, Rev. 
Koen ran down the history of the 
situation in Cairo, giving evidence 
that the state government and the Nix
on administration were involved in 
the effort to destroy the B UF. He es
pecially condemned the Southern Il
linois University administration for 
barring .the . use of the university to 
raise funds for the B U F. 

Invoking the recent government 
guidelines on campus dissent, SIU of
fiCials had ruled against the Black Stu
dent Union holding any benefit to 
raise funds fp,: the Front. This meant 
that the Front had to shell out a lot 
of money in order to pay for use of 
the facilities at SIU. Yet, through the 
lllinois Crime Commission, set up by 
the state last spring to get federal 
funds to fight "crime," every cop that 
goes to Cairo receives police training 
at Slut And this is a university where 
there are over 3,000 Black students 
in attendance out of a total student 
population of 23,000. 

Before Rev. Koen spoke, about 20 
youthful members of the Cairo self
defense unit were introduced. They 
were given two standing ovations by 
those present. 

The conference was completely 
democratic. When Rev. Horace Jones, 
head of the Peoria, lll., B UF and 
c)lairman of the conference, laid out 
the proposed staff for the National 

'The seed of Chicano power' 

Rev. Charles Koen 

Black United Front, there was dis
cussion and a vote was taken. All 
decisions at the conference were made 
in this way. 

The conference concluded with a ben
efit show featuring the noted singer 
Jerry Butler. 

Among the conference participants 
were contingents from the B UF orga
nizations in Peoria and East St. Louis, 
lll., Boston and Washington, D. C.; 
students from Lincoln University in 
Missouri, Malcolm X Community Col
lege and Marshall High School in 
Chicago, and numerous others. 

-DERRICK MORRISON 

Phoenix boycoH hits school racism 
By JOHN BEADLE 

PHOENIX, Ariz.-"You are making 
history because. you are taking a 
stand. In the six days of the boycott 
you have ~orne together al5 a people. 
The seed of Chicano power is planted 
across the Southwest and is coming 
up like blades of grass." 

The words - of Denver Chicano 
leader Corky Gonzales- were greeted 

Photo by John Beadle 

·chicana demonstrator 

by cheers from the high school stu
dents who are boycotting Phoenix 
Union High School here, in protest 
against racist, inadequate education 
and physical assaults on Chicano stu
dents. 

The boycott was launched Oct. 9 
and was going strong in its second 
week, Oct. 20, when Chicano students 
and their parents voted unanimously 
to reject an offer from the Phoenix 
Union High School's district board 
inviting students to return. · 

Corky Gonzales of Denver's Cru
sade for Justice and the Colorado 
Raza Unida Party addressed the stu
dents Oct. 16 .. 

An ad hoc Chicano school board 
has been formed to conduct classes 
in the community during the boycott . 
In addition to parents and students, 
the boycott is supported by the Valle 
del Sol Coalition (a coalition of 22 
Chicano organizations), the Bardo 
Youth Project, the Arizona Association 
of Mexican-American Educators, and 
others. There are three basic demands: 

1) Removal of the Union school 
principal Robert Dye and his replace
ment by a Chicano; 2) Immediate 
steps to insure the safety of students 
on the campus; 3) Adoption of curric
ulum reforms drafted earlier this year 
by a community-parent group. 

The week of Oct. 12 was one of 
picketing, demonstrations, and a 50 
percent absentee rate at the school. 
The barrio school was formed Oct. 
15 and attendance has been about 400 
students. 

The press in Phoenix has attempted 
to blame the school b'oycott on"racial 
tension" between the Black and Chi
cano students at the UIJion school 
because Black ~tudents have been in
volved in the increased assaults on 
Chicario students. . · 

But Joe· Eddie Lopez, chairman of 
Chicanos por Ia Causa and chairman · 
of the ad hoc school board, explained 
it differently.: "The situation has been 

around for many years," he told a 
Militant reporter. 

"There are deeper causes of polar
ization than just racial tensions. The 
fights are just what started it with the 
parents. I think they're realizing that 
the main problem now is a school 
system which has failed Black and 
Chicano students." 

In an interview in The Arizona Re
public Oct. 16, Martha Castaneda, a 
campus monitor at Phoenix Union, 
said, "I'm tired of seeing kids come 
to school and get put in retarded 
classes because they can't read. I'm 
tired of teachers pushing Chicanos 
into vocational schools when we need 
people in professional fields." 

The barrio school stands in marked 
contrast to the dead-end voCational 
curriculum offered by Union. Among 
its subjects are: sociology, Chicano 

· culture and art, organizing in the com
munity, physical education, practical 
politics and picketing. 

NEW YORKERS 
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Solzhenitsyn's Nobel prize 

Award leaves bureaucrats uptight 
By GEORGE SAUNDERS 

The awarding of the 1970 Nobel 
prize for literature to Aleksandr Sol
zhenitsyn opens a new chapter in the 
prolonged battle between the anti-Sta
linist writer and the privileged bureau
crats of the Soviet Union. 

It will undoubtedly be the occasion 
for another clash between the growing 
Soviet movement for socialist democ
racy-the "democratic movement," as 
many of its adherents call it- and 
the heirs of Stalin who wish to silence 
all challengers of their privileged posi
tion. 

Solzhenitsyn has accepted the prize, 
stating that he regards it as "a tribute 
to Russian literature and to our ardu
ous history." A group of thirty-seven 
Soviet oppositionists, including Pyotr 
Yakir and Zinaida Grigorenko, have 
hailed the award as an indication that 
"the c1v1c inspiration, philosophic 
depth and high artistic craftsmanship 
of the works of Solzhenitsyn are recog
nized by the whole world." They de
clared that "the humanitarianism of 
the positions he has adopted and 
which he consistently and courageous
ly defends ... fully deserve an award 
of such high distinction." 

"We are proud of our literature," they 
continued, "which, no matter what the 
barriers, produces such first-rank 
masters. In addition, we are prepared 
for the awarding of the prize to be
come another of those regular occa
sions for continuing the badgering 
which consistently takes place here 
against him and which we consider 
a national disgrace." 

The regime was not long in "con
tinuing the badgering." On October 
9, the day after the award's announce
ment, Izvestia ran a statement by the 
Soviet Writers Union recalling that it 
had expelled Solzhenitsyn in Novem-

. her 1969 for "conduct unbecoming a 
Soviet writer." 

"It is deplorable," the statement said, 
"that the Nobel committee allowed it
self to be drawn into an unseemly 
game that was not started in the inter
ests of the development of the spiritual 
values and traditions of literature but 
was prompted by speculative political 
considerations." 

The badgering continued October 14 
when Sovietskaya Rossiya reported 

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 

a speech by Sergei V. Mikhalkov, a 
Writers Union functionary who played 
a key role in Solzhenitsyn's expulsion. 

After praising orthodox writers, 
Mikhalkov declared: "Unfortunately, 
there also exist other writers, diamet
rically opposed to the kind of which 
I speak. You know about the award 
of the Nobel prize to Solzhenitsyn ... 
We Soviet literary workers view this 
as an international act of anti-.Soviet 
nature." 

Literaturnaya Gazeta, the Writers 
Union weekly, on the same day con
demned the Nobel prize committee for 
referring to ~the ethical force with 

Responds to voters' group 

which he has pursued the indispens
able traditions of Russian literature." 

"It is completely clear," said the 
weekly, "that in the given case, the 
members of the committee, under the 
expression 'ethical force,' had an anti
Soviet direction in mind." 

Solzhenitsyn, as an eloquent defen
der of the common man trampled on 
by arrogant officialdom, has indeed 
carried on and developed the ethical 
traditions of Russian literature. The 
fact that the tramplers nowadays are 
Thermidorian labor aristocrats rather 
than the grandees of bourgeois-czarist 
times does not eliminate the need for 
them to be exposed, nor does such 
exposure make Solzhenitsyn "anti-So
viet." 

Just a few years ago, no less au
thoritative a pro-Moscow organ than 
World Marxist Review ran an entire 
article praising One Day in the Life 
of Ivan Denisovich. An international 
award for Solzp.enitsyn then would 
undoubtedly have been hailed as a 
great achievement of Soviet culture. 

Now the Kremlin bureaucrats have 
zigzagged back to defending the Stalin 
heritage, instead of halfheartedly crit
icizing it. But the international pro
Moscow current shows signs of diffi
culty in readjusting. The French CP 
in its organ l'Humanite October 10 
stated: "The paltry advantages that 
the enemies of socialism will seek to 
gain from this affair will quickly evap
orate: the work of Solzhenitsyn will 
endure." Whether or not one agrees 
with his views, l'Humanite concluded, 
there is no doubt of his stature as a 
writer deserving-such an award. 

The American CP was unambiguous 
in its adherence to the Kremlin's line 
on this issue. Phillip Bonosky in the 
October 13 Daily World not only saw 
the award as "an obvious political 
provocation in the spirit of the Cold 
War," but added: "The quality of Sol-

zhenitsyn's works, judged solely from 
a literary standard, does not warrant 
such august recognition." 

What particularly infuriated this Sta
linist spokesman was that the secre
tary of the Swedish Academy de
scribed Solzhenitsyn as "a son of the 
Russian October Revolution, Lenin's 
revolution, and [he] has never aban
doned this spiritual paternity- it is 
an essential part of his heritage and 
character." 

Bonosky termed this simple truth a 
"blatant political provocation." "Thus," 
he blustered, "those opposed to Sol
zhenitsyn's ideas-which are anything 
but Leninist- are declared anti-Lenin
ist. This of course is impudence, but it 
also represents a distinct political line 
-one that operated in Czechoslovakia 
lately." 

Now it becomes clear. It is the echo 
of the Czechoslovak democratization 
implicit in Solzhenitsyn's work, and 
in the Soviet democratic movement 
of which he is a part, that disturbs 
the American CP apparatus. In this 
concern they mirror the feelings of 
the Soviet bureaucratic caste, for 
whom they still nurture such a sick, 
blind loyalty. 

The Swedish Academy, of course, 
has not been won over to the cause 
of "socialism with a human face," 
though it is symptomatic that it gives 
lip service in that direction. 

The point is: to the extent that polit
ical speculation is involved, the oppor
tunity to engage in it was handed to 
the bourgeois propagandists on a sil
ver platter by the Kremlin and its 
supporters themselves. If the greatest 
living Soviet author had not been per
secuted and his works banned in his 
own country, would international rec
ognition of his merit have been harm
ful to the Soviet leadership? 

lntercontinentol Press 

Michigan socialist explains why he's in race 
DETROIT- The Michigan New 

Democratic Coalition ( NDC) has cir
culated to its entire membership and 
mailing list the text of an Oct. 2 in
terview four of its members had with 
Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
attorney general, Ronald Reosti. "We 
have been told that you are opposed 

to the established political processes, 
that you have discouraged registration 
and political participation as being 
worthless," the NDCers remarked at 
one point. Reosti's reply follows. 

• • • 
I wouldn't be running for office as 

a political candidate if that were true. 

PART OF SWP'S SLATE IN MICHIGAN: George Bouse for gove.-nor; 
John Hawkins for secretary of state; Paul Lodico for U.S. senator; 
Jacqueline Rice for U.S. Congress (1st C. D.); and Ronald Reosti for 
attorney general. 

I have always encouraged voter reg
istration and the involvement of peo
ple in the political process. It is also 
important to point out, however, that 
the Socialist Workers Party sees po
litical activity as something that in
cludes but goes beyond electoral pol
itics. We feel that much of the political 
strength of the American people lies 
in their ability to organize indepen
dent mass political movements and 
that this is the necessary foundation 
for effective electoral action. 

The antiwar movement is an excel
lent example of this, and is a move
ment that the Socialist Workers Party 
and its candidates feel is basic, and 
can't be forgone for the sake of run
ning peace candidates for public of
fice. When people have said that the 
antiwar movement should stop its 
mass activities and concentrate on run
ning peace candidates, we point to the 
past effects of such action. 

All major decisions that have moved 
toward a lessening of the conflict in 
Southeast Asia have followed mass 
demonstrations- Johnson's an
nouncement of retirement, stopping of 
the bombings, the removal of some 
troops. And each time candidates. who 
say they will stop the war are elected 
-in 1964 and 1968- we get escala
tion instead. 

The Socialist Workers Party believes 
in a combination of political efforts, 
both electoral and through mass ac
tion. We helped get the referendum on 

immediate withdrawal from Vietnam 
on the Detroit ballot, and we are work
ing for the success of that issue. The 
past five years of antiwar demonstra
tions laid the basis for getting the 
referendum on in Detroit. We believe 
that one votes with both the ballot 
and the feet. 

Now in Paperback 

Marxist Economic Theory 

by Ernest Mandel 

The most important work on Marx
ist economics written in this genera
tion, it is the best and most up-to-date 
introduction to the economic ideas of 
Marx and their application to con
temporary problems. " ... can only 
command attention and admiration 
. .. masterful re-presentation vfMarx
ism . . . as welcome as it will be in
dispensable." The New York Review 
of Books. 

Two Volumes 

380 pages each 

$7.90 per set 

PATHFINDER PRESS, INC. 
873 Broadway, NewVork 10003 
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By MARY-ALICE WATERS 
MONTREAL- Arthur Young and 

Penny Simpson were among the first 
of those arrested in the predawn po
lice raids in Montreal on Oct. 16. Both 
are leaders of the Quebec Ligue So
cialist Ouvriere (LSO- Socialist Work
ers League). 

They were jailed under the provi
sions of the emergency war measures 
act which was invoked by the Cana
dian federal government of Prime Min
ister Trudeau for the ostensible pur
pose of discovering the kidnappers of 
British diplomat James Cross and the 
kidnap-murderers of Quebec minister 
of labor Pierre Laporte. The act an
nulled all semblance of civil liberties 
for the Quebec people and placed the 
province under virtual military occu
pation. 

As a revolutionary Marxist organi
zation, the LSO has many times made 
known its opposition to terrorism and 
the methods of the Quebec Liberation 
Front (FLQ), the group which took 
credit for the kidnappings. But Simp
son and Young as well as dozens 
of others who had no possible con
nection with the FLQ were arrested 
anyway. 

Young and Simpson were held for 
six days-without access to attorneys, 
without access to telephones. No one 
from the outside was able to contact 
them. An estimated 200 prisoners are 
still being held in similar circumstances. 

They were released without charges 
on Oct 22. I talked with them the day 
after they came out of prison and they 
told me about their arrests. 

"When the doorbell rang at 5:00 a.m. 
that morning, we certainly knew it 
wasn't friends," said Simpson. "We ran 
for clothes and tried to get the door 
open before the cops broke it down. 
Four cops were suddenly all over the 
apartment, searching the oven, the re
frigerator, ordering us to get dressed, 
looking everywhere. 

"As we looked on, they spent the 
next two hours going through every 
book on our shelves, every drawer, 
every cupboard, even the dirty clothes. 
They found things I've been looking 
for for six months. 

"At the end, they boxed up every
thing they were interested in -like 1 0 
years of internal documents of the Ca
nadian League for Socialist Action. 
Then they hustled us and the boxes 
into a squad car and drove to the 
provincial police headquarters. 

"They took the oddest collection of 
things with them, like Fidel Castro 
and the Sugar Harvest of 1962. But 
the thing they loved the best was Peter 
Camejo's pamphlet How to Mai:e a 
Revolution in the United States. [Path
finder Press, 25 cents- Ed.] They all 
goggled at it. It was unbelievable. 
They thought they'd found the recipe 
book." 

"Once we were down there," continued 
Young, "it was obvious that the whole 
thing was a major operation. People 
kept arriving in squad cars. The fin
gerprinting and photographing was 
an assembly line process. In talking 
to each other it became clear that 
about 90 percent of the arrests took 
place within the same 15-minute period 
-between 5:00 and 5:15 a.m. It was 
obviously a major operation planned 
in advance, with lists drawn up in 
advance." 

When the police arrived at theirdoor, 
Young and Simpson hadn't yet 
learned of the special war measures 
act invoked one hour earlier by the 
federal government. "But while they 
were there," said Young, "a friend who 

Arthur Young and Penny Simpson, LSO leaders, shortly after release 
from Montreal prisons. 

had been up all night and heard the 
news on TV telephoned us. We just 
had time to say that the cops had 
already arrived at our place. Then 
the police cut the connection." 

We went on to discuss life in the 
prisons of Montreal. 

"Most people were questioned only 
once and the questions they asked were 
generally very political," said Young. 
"'What are your ideas? What is so
cialism? What are you going to do 
with the police after the revolution? 
What do you think of the FLQ?' Those 
types of political questions. They nev
er asked anything directly related to 
the kidnappings, for example. 

"Some other people got a bit rough
er treatment, but in general two things 
were clear. The questioning was po
litical and secondly they had no leads 
on the kidnappings. 

"Most of the women weren't ques
tioned until a couple of days after 
we were picked up," added Simpson. 
"Very few were asked: any direct ques
tions about the FLQ. They asked us 
things like, 'What organization do you 
belong to? What is its purpose? Have 
you ever been on a demonstration?' 
There was very little rough question
ing. In fact, some of the women gave 
them a hard time. 

"Close to half of the 37 women ar
rested were people in no way involved 
in the socialist or separatist move
ments. For instance, one woman told 
how the cops had brc:(en into her 
house by one door while she was try
ing to open another. A cop aimed 
his revolver at her 8-year-old son's 
head and threatened to shoot. She'd 
never even been on a demonstration 
because she always had to stay 
home and take care of the kids. She 
still goes to church everySunday. But 
she was very sympathetic to the in
dependence movement. 

"They arrested her simply because 
her husband wasn't there and they 
felt they had to take someone. But 
she was very proud of it. She kept 
saying that the next time she was 
picked up it would be because they 
were looking for her, not her husband. 
They certainly created some new ac
tivists among the women they arrest
ed, and there was no demoralization 
at all." 

"The worst part for everyone," Young 
commented, "was the fact that you 
didn't know how long you were go
ing to be in. It wasn't even as though 
you had been framed-up on some spe
cific charge where you knew that in 
three months you were going to be 
out. All we knew was that this spe
cial law was good for seven days, 
and after that they could hold us up 
to 21 days without charges if they 
wanted to, and after that they could 

keep us three months without trial or 
bail- barring the enactment of some 
new law during that period. 

''We got special treatment as polit
ical prisoners. They tried to keep us 
in total isolation from the outside. No 
lawyers were permitted to come in. 
We weren't able to find out what was 
happening outside, what our rights 
were. No lawyers could verify who 
was in jail, who was missing, killed 
in a car accident, gone to an uncle's 
for a weekend, what have you. 

"The worst part of it was that they 
refused to let us have any newspapers, 
shut off the radio at newstime, and 
moved the TV set which was normal
ly there for prisoners' use. They gave 
the guards strict orders not to tell us 
what was going on outside. So it took 
us about a day to learn that Laporte 
had been killed, for example. The news 
filtered in anyway- mixed with fan
tastic rumors, etc. 

"It was a brand new prison, at least 
the sector we were in. A big skyscrap
er in downtown Montreal. Our cells 
had never been occupied before. It 
was so new that there were no locks 
on the doors even; it was all operated 
by push buttons, electronically. 

"We were all kept in our individual 
cells and allowed out only three times 
a day to walk in the corridor. What 
they called 'recreation.'" 

By comparison, said Simpson, the 
women got deluxe treatment. "Our cells 
were unlocked during the day. There 
was a common room where we had 
TV and newspapers; we ate our meals 
together, went to the gym for recre
ation. They even let us go outside 
once. But most important, of course, 
we could get news of what was going 
on outside. 

"From the news reports we certain
ly knew that-contrary to what some 
ultra-lefts were saying- fascism had 
not suddenly arrived, the left had not 
been crushed, the union movement was 
organizing opposition. The fact that 
there were demonstrations in English 
Canada was very important. A lot 
of people, even those in jail, had writ
ten off the possibility of such demon
strations, and they certainly picked 
everyone's spirits up. 

"The international actions like those 
which took place across the U. S. were 
also extremely important. They had 
a big impact on the Quebec radical 
movement, on the Quebec and Cana
dian governments, and on the morale 
of those in jail. I think it was the 
first time there have been demonstra
tions in the U.S. for Quebec." 

I asked why, in their opinion, the 
government had decided to pick up 
so many individuals who obviously 
had no connection with the FLQ. 

"There was an aspect of irrational-

ity in the whole operation," Young 
replied. "For example, one person I 
talked with had been active in the 
nationalist movement up until 1966 
but inactive since. Another prisoner 
was an employer who operated a big 
business with more than 200 employ
ees, and he was completely apolitical. 
Such people were probably picked up 
because they were on the telephone 
list of someone arrested earlier or be
cause their names were found in some
one's pocket. 

"But the fact that so many people 
with absolutely no connection to the 
FLQ were picked up served several 
very important functions. 

"One was to create the impression 
that Canada was really threatened by 
some kind of terrorist revolution. The 
police intentionally gave the impres
sion that 'everybody else may believe 
these people have nothing to do with 
the FLQ, but we know different.' 

"The mass arrests also served to 
reinforce the government's line on the 
kidnappings-'we're not going to give 
an inch, because to yield anything 
is to give in all the way.' 

"A third important function of the 
arrests was to try to paralyze the left, 
to try and head off a growing move
ment, not exactly out of solidarity with 
the FLQ but of general nationalist 
protest, a movement for independence, 
for freedom in general. Such a move
ment had started to develop during 
the few days prior to the government 
measures. So in picking up most of 
the left and by intimidatmg the left, 
they hoped to prevent any kind of 
mass movement from developing. 

"Then, whether by direct intention 
or by ricochet, the arrests also served 
the purposes of Montreal mayor Jean 
Drapeau and his party in the current 
municipal elections." 

I asked Simpson and Young about 
the "FLQ manifesto" which had bten 
receiving such widespread discussion. 
The manifesto was published in all 
the big daily papers in response to 
one of the f1rst demands of the kid
nappers. What did it say? 

"In a certain sense, you could call 
it a 'gripe sheet,'" replied Young. "It 
talks about unemployment, lousy 
wages, and domination by the Eng
lish bosses, the foreign corporations, 
and the federal government. The mani
festo talked about disillusionment with 
the Parti Quebecois, a bourgeois sep
aratist party that won almost 25 per
cent of the vote in the provincial elec
tions last April. It was clear that many 
FLQers had believed that the PQ could 
bring about some kind of valid 
change. The manifesto talked about 
independence and socialism and said 
armed revolution would be necessary. 

"It wasn't a program for political 
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action, but rather a list of complaints 
and grievances, things that will have 
'to be changed in Quebec." 

"It made no attempt to pull people 
together or mobilize them for action," 
added Simpson. "It simply indicated 
everyone should do their own thing, 
nake the revolution at home, at 

school, at work." 
"This makes it understandable why 

you saw motions passed in the union 
.,novement and in big campus meet
,\ngs in favor of the FLQ manifesto," 
•said Young. "The manifesto expressed 
what are the very basic, common feel
ftngs of many Quebecois, and people 
·said, 'well, independent of how or what 
the FLQ is doing, we agree with what 
hey said in the manifesto.' This broad 
;ympathetic response was one more 
:onfirmation of the depth of the na
;ionalist and separatist aspirations of 
;he Quebec people. 

"It was not just a few wild ultra-lefts 
vho were saying they agreed with the 
l"LQ and that even its methods were 
. )kay. For example, the night before 
he war measures act was invoked 
here was a meeting of some 3,000-
i,OOO people, a very enthusiastic, dy
'lamic meeting at which that was the 
nood. 

"Two nights before there had been 
.'l meeting of the Montreal labor coun
:il of the Confederation of National 
rrade Unions (CNTU) where a mo
ion was passed supporting the FLQ 
lemands for the release of the political 
>risoners. 

"And the FRAP [Frontd'Action Poli
ique des Salariers- Wage-workers Po
itical Action Front], which is a serious 
abor-based Montreal municipal party 
1lso took this stand. That is, they 
;:aid they supported the FLQ goals 
>f independence and socialism; and 
hat while they have chosen other 
•nethods of struggle, they denounced 
he sheer hypocrisy of government at
acks on the FLQ for violence. The 
~overnment has repressed us for too 
ong, they said, and now finally some
me is doing something. 

"This should al~ be !)lac~ in t:Pe po
itical perspective of events in recent 
·rears. 

"First has been the. clear political vic
<lmization of more · than 20 people, 
ite creation of political prisoners 
.~rhose cases have often dragg~d on for 
"ears. They went after these ·people 
.a much the same way as the U.S. 
.overnment has gone after the Pan
~ters. 

"Second, you have to take into ac
ount the events which transpired dur
ng the provincial election campaign 
;'lst April. All kinds of pressures were 
.pplied and attempts made to scare 
·oters away from the party which 
tood for independence, the Parti Que-
ecois. This left a very bitter taste 
1 people's mouth. 
"Third, were the events of last Oct6-
er when the provincial government 
ushed ahead to pass the infamous 
ml63 despite massive demonstrations 
nd the overwhelming opposition of 
te majority of Quebecois. The bill 
>r the first time gave legal backing 
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to a bilingual school system in Quebec, 
thereby further jeopardizing the pri
macy of the French language. 

"In such a context it was inevitable 
that the frustration would be expressed. 

"There was a fairly widespread un
derstanding that violence is not just 
hitting someone on the head. That to 
be unemployed, to be oppressed for 
speaking your own language, to get 
a rotten education because of your 
language, to be poisoned by pollution, 
to be unable to control your own des
tiny- that these things represent great
er violence against masses of people 
than even the death of an individual 
here or there, however regrettable that 
may be." 

A few days prior to the Oct. 25 
Montreal municipal elections, Jean 
Marchand, a key figure in the federal 
cabinet of Trudeau, opened a vitriolic 
witch-hunting attack against the Mon
treal FRAP, Mayor Drapeau's chief 
opposition. I asked Simpson and 
Young to explain what the F RAP is. 

"The F RAP- which came into being 
over the summer and held its first 
convention at the end of August- is 
a municipal political party that has 
very close organizational ties with the 
union movement," Simpson explained. 
"A leader of the steelworkers was the 
first president of F RAP and is now 
a FRAP candidate. The majority of 
the candidates are actually union staff 
organizers, etc. Paul Cliche, current 
FRAP president, is a member of the 
political action staff of the Montreal 
CNTU. 

"The concept of such a municipal 
political party was first raised at a 
conference of the three major trade 
union confederations-the CNTU, the 
Quebec Federation of Labor, and the 
Quebec Teachers Corporation. Despite 
its reformist weaknesses, it has pro
jected quite a radical program for 
working-class power in Montreal. 

"Some of the important ·planks in 
the FRAP program call for an im~ 
mediate freeze on fares- and the even~ 
tual abolition of all fares-on public: 
transport in Montreal; ~unicip8liza
tion (nationalization) of land within 
the city limits to put an end to specula
tion; massive low-cost housing devel
opments; and an end to pollution. The 
convention- at the initiative of the 
LSO- passed a resolution in favor of 
official Fre.nch unllingualism within 
the city of MontreBI. The program also 
calls for the elimination of all discrim
ination against women in municipal 
jobs, and the establishment of a com
mission to which all women in Mon
treal can appeal and which would 
actively work to eliminate discrimina
tion against women in the city. 

"The FRAP constitution states that 
only persons who are workers in the 
broad sense, that is wage workers, 
and salaried persons, can join FRAP. 
The membership is organized by mu
nicipal wards, but it is an organiza
tion of activists oriented toward con
tinued action after the elections as 
well." 

"From the point of view of working
class political action, which is the key 
to the national lib,eration struggle in 
Quebec," continued Young, "the FRAP 
is probably the most important po
litical development in Quebec in many 
years. It foreshadows the extension 
of a similar formation onto the pro
vincial plane. The Montreal area com
prises roughly half of Quebec's seven
million population and is the economic 
center of the nation, and it's obvious 
that any action here has big ramifica
tions throughout the province. By its 
clear working-class character, its rela
tively radical program, and its orga
nizational seriousness, FRAP repre
sents a very promising start. 

"And that explains in part the fact 
that Marchand climbed so far out on 
a limb in attacking FRAP as an FLQ 
front. It was a blatant attempt to in
fluence the outcome of the elections. 
The FRAP currently- but even more 
so in embryo form- represents a real 
danger for the ruling class. I don't 
think they brought in this wave of 
repression primarily to go after the 

Manon Leger 

ByPHILCOURNEYEUR 
MONTREAL, Oct. 27 -Manon 

Leger, candidate of the Ligue So
cialiste Ouvriere (LSO - Socialist 
Workers League) for mayor of 
Montreal in the Oct. 25 munici
pal election, came in third out of 
a field of seven with 7,000 votes 
or 1.9 percent. The second-rank
ing candidate won slightly over 
2 percent of the vote. The socialist 
vote, seemingly small alongside 
the landslide 92 percent vote for 
Mayor Jean Drapeau, is quite sig· 
nificant and certainly larger than 
observers expected. 

Also important was the firm 15 
percent vote won by the candidates 
of the labor-backed opposition 
group, FRAP. 

The massive army invasion of 
Quebec followed by the relentless 
police raids, intimidation and ar
rests had virtually suffocated po
litical life in the city. The opposi
tion to Drapeau was effectively 
paralyzed with many of its lead
ers in prison. It was under such 
constraint that the revolutionary 
socialist campaign moved .;Ahead 
and challenged the war measures 
act and the military occupation 
of the city. 

The Ligue Sociallste Ouvriere 
and the Ligue des Jeunes Socia
listes (Young Socialist League) 
were the only revolutionary orga
nizations to continue functioning 
and actively oppose the repres
sion. Actions included the publica
tion of a special issue of La Lutte 
Ou vriere (Workers Struggle), 
whose editor, Arthur Young, re
mained in prison, and the pub
lication of an election leaflet and 
its distribution in Montreal streets 
and campus meetings. Several 
LSO press releases denouncing the 
repression were reported that week 
and Manon J,eger obtained radio 

FRAP, but it creates a climate which 
makes things a lot more difficult for 
the FRAP and in that sense it has 
some very welcome si<le effects for 
the provincial and federal govern
ments. 

"The potential strength of F RAP was 
a factor the federal government 
weighed very carefully before they de
cided to send troops into Montreal. 

"The attacks on FRAP are impor
tant for another reason. Canada's la
bor party, the New Democratic Party, 
has never been able to sink roots here 
in Quebec, and there has never been 
any tradition of organized working
class political action here. 

"If you wanted to find a partial 
parallel in the United States, the FRAP 
has aspects which make it somewhat 
analagous to the Raza Unida Party. 
There are many important differences 
also, particularly the involvement of 
the organized labor movement. But 
there is a parallel in that it represents 
the beginning movement of an op
pressed nationality towards indepen
dent political action. Given the explo
siveness of the Quebec situation it rep
resents a very real danger to the rul
ing class- even despite its weak
nesses." 
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Montreal elections 
are held despite 

• army occupation 
and television time in spite of the 
repression. 

The electoral campaign culmi
nated Oct. 24 with the arrest of 
Manon Leger and six of her sup
porters while leafleting the Black
watch army barracks in down
town Montreal. The seven were 
later released. Leger's denuncia
tion of this repressive move was 
widely publicized by the Sunday 
papers on election day . 

The Quebec government went 
ahead with the so-called election 
in spite of widespread demands 
that it be postponed until after 
the army left the city. Such de
mands were made by the three 
trade union confederations, the 
90,000-member Parti Quebecois, 
the Front d'Action Politique des 
Salariers (FRAP) - Montreal's 
main opposition party - the Ligue 
Socialiste Ouvriere and the Que
bec Committee for the Defense of 
Freedom:. 

The Iederal government and 
Mayor Jean Drapeau used the 
FLQ terrorist kidnapping& in or
der to stage their own terror cam
paign against FRAP. Jean Mar
chand, a federal cabinet minister, 
accused the labor-based party of 
being merely a front for the terror
ist FLQ. Drapeau played second 
fiddle with the threat that "blood 
would run in the streets" if FRAP 
were elected. He claimed FRAP 
intended to· set up a provlaional 
government pending an insurrec
tion by the FLQ. 

Such denunciations spearheaded 
the witch-hunt against the opposi
tion already somewhat muted and 
crippled by the government repres
sion. In spite of such vicious 
blows, FRAP retained a firm 15 
percent vote in the electoral dis
tricts where they put up candidates 
for the city council. FRAP did not 
have a mayoral candidate. 

The election results offer little 
security to the capitalist rulers of 
Quebec. They have succeeded in 
eliminating all opposition from 
city h.all but the social and nation
al problems have only been ag
gravated in the past weeks. 

Our discussion returned to the ques
tion of the immediate political tasks 
and I asked what kinds of actions 
were being organized to mobilize op
position to the war measures act. 

One of the most important things 
is that a committee has been formed, 
said Young, the Quebec Committee 
for the Defense of Freedom. "It is now 
organizing a major teach-in at the 
University of Montreal on Oct. 29 
to protest the repression. That will 
be the first really major public action 
against the repression involving large 
numbers of people. 

"Already a teach-in of some 500 stu
dents was held at McGill University 
today. After two hours of discussion, 
it was agreed the war measures must 
be opposed and the teach-in broke 
down into subcommittees to organize 
communication with other protest 
groups and plan further action. 

"We expect the University of Mon
treal teach-in will be quite big. Out of 
it will probably come defense commit
tees in other schools, unions and 
groups to demand an end to the emer
gency war measures, withdrawal of 
the federal troops from Quebec, ,and 
the freedom of all political prlaoners." 
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Support mounts for Kent State 25 
KENT, Ohio- The 25 indictments 

designed to silence the student move
ment may be having just the opposite 
effect. 

Significant national support ap
peared to be building against the 
frame-up charges leveled at 25 persons 
for rioting. 

At Kent State, scene of the massacre 
of four students May 4, a newly 
formed Student Mobilization Commit
tee drew some 200 to its first meeting. 

The SMC launched an all-out drive 
to link the demand of "Free the Kent 
State 25" to the demand of "Bring All 
the Troops Home Now" for the dem
onstration slated in Columbus Oct. 31. 

In some quarters here, there was 
discussion of calling a national stu
dent conference to defend the Kent 
State 25. 

A group of lawyers for some of the 
defendants, meeting at the Kent State 
campus last weekend, agreed to work 
together in defeating the indictments. 

Telegrams of support, many of them 
from campus Student Mobilization 
Committees, poured in from around 
the country. 

A rally on the Kent State campus 
Oct. 23 drew 4,000 students. 

Leaders of the Association of Stu
dent Government·s and Don Gurewitz 
of the SM C denounced the indictments 
at the rally. 

No campus-wide rally here since the 
Portage County special grand jury 
made public its secret indictments h.as 
drawn less than 1,000 students. 

Police officials moved at a deliberate 
pace against indicted students. By Oct. 
28, 19 of the 25 were under arrest 
on charges of first and second degree 
riot and for arson. 

Arrested last week were Jeffrey 
Hartzler, 21, on second degree riot. 
Hartzler, who is not enrolled at Kent 
State now, turned himself in and was 
released on bond. He had been arrest
ed Sept. 30 for allegedly selling hal
lucinogens. Also under arrest was 
John J. Gerbetz, 19, on second degree 
riot. He was not enrolled this fall but 
had been a student last spring. Thom
as Miller, 21, was charged with second 
degree riot and released on bond. Not 
 enrolled since last winter, Miller turned 
himself in. 

Peter Bliek, 22, a junior, transferred 
to Kent last spring. He is currently 
a student. Charged with arson and 

'Demonstrations 
for Kent 25 

Demonstrations demanding 
. "Hands off the Kent State 25" 

were held in numerous cities last 
week. A thousand students and 
faculty members at the University 
of Massachusetts in Amherst par
.ticipated in a rally of solidarity 
with the 25 victims of the indict
m:ents. The rally was called by the 
UMass Student Mobilization Com
mittee. 

In Atlanta, 17 5 students on one 
day's notice came out for a noon 
rally at Emory University. A rally 
of 200 at Holy Cross University 
gathered to protest the indictments 
at Kent and to protest the frame
up conviction of nine members of 
the Black Coalition and a member 
of SDS in Worcester. 

A thousand attended an SMC
initiated protest rally at Ann Ar
bor and 300 participated in an 
SM C-initiated meeting at Case 
Western Reserve in Cleveland. 

Funds were still needed for the 
Kent 25 defense. Contributions 
should be sent to Kent State Stu
dent Defense Fund, cfo Student 
Government, Kent State Univer
sity, Kent, Ohio 44240. 

first degree riot, Bliek was released on 
$5,000 bond. Mike Erwin was indicted 
on second degree riot. 

Ron Weisenberger, 25, a former stu
dent was arrested on four counts of 
inciting to riot, first degree riot, second 
degree riot and interfering with a fire
man. William Arthrell, 21, and 
enrolled at Kent, was charged with 
second degree riot. He turned himself 
in and was released on bond. 

Joe Lewis, a 19-year-old who was 
shot in the stomach May 4, was in
dicted for second degree riot. Lewis 
is not enrolled at Kent this semester. 

'"Students here believe it's a white
wash," says Fred Kirsch, temporary 
chairman of the SMC. "They feel that 
the grand jury didn't view all the 
facts in the case." 

Kirsch was almost shot himself May 
4 on the sloping embankment called 
Blanket Hill where a line of National 
Guardsmen suddently wheeled, knelt 
and opened fire on students who had 
gathered to demonstrate against the 
U.S. invasion of Cambodia. 

Mike Alewitz, who was a leading 
activist during the May ,events, char
acterized student reaction here at Kent 
as "outraged." Said Alewitz, "This is 
an extremely blatant attack on the 
student antiwar movement." 

The SM C and the Kent student sen
ate were organizing at this writing 
to send students across the country 
to publicize the frame-up. 

Students here were furious at an 
injunction prohibiting demonstrations 
near the Portage County courthouse 
in Ravenna, Ohio. The injunction bans 
leafleting, picketing or "confronting 
lawful authority," until the grand jury 
adjourns. It is currently recessed. 

A second injunction bars persons 
who testified before the grand jury to 
be interviewed about the hearing for 
publication by the press. 

Kent State University president 
Robert White appeared to be among 
the most celebrated of the witnesses 
gagged by the injunction. Being un
able to comment on the grand jury 

Background: 
By RANDY FURST 

KENT, Ohio- Capitalist justice has 
committed the ultimate injustice at this 
state university where four students 
were shot down in cold blood in May. 

The dead, the wounded, and those 
who survived the murderous 13-sec
ond barrage of M-1 rifle fire have 
suddenly become the accused. 

In scandalous disregard for all evi
dence, Guard officials and state and 
national leaders whose exhortations 

. to suppress student demonstrators set 
the climate for the Kent Massacre were 
exonerated. 

The guardsmen, asserted the grand 
jury report, were "surrounded by sev
eral hundred hostile rioters." It con
cluded, "We have found those guards
men who fired their weapons acted in 
self-defense. . . . " 

Few indictments in modern times 
can compare with the incredible alle
gations. 

"The time has come to detach from 
university society those who persist in 
violent behavior," urged the jury of 
15 men and women. "Expel the trou
blemakers without fear or favor. Evict 
from the campus those persons bent 
on disorder." 

It was dear that more than 25 in
dividuals were under indictment. The 
entire student movement is on trial 
here at Kent, the right to demonstrate 
is under attack, and the Kent Mas
sacre has been twisted into a mon
strous frame-up of students. 

Kent State rally 

report, however, did not stop White 
from firing off a letter to Kent parents 
denouncing the Yippies. Why did he 
do it? "I had to," White gruffly told 
The Militant. "Otherwise there would 
have been trouble." 

Trouble could be expected from 
quarters other than Yippies, however. 
They held a meeting of about 100 
last week and appeared to tend seri
ously toward nonviolence. Yippielead
er Jerry Persky said in an interview 
that the main objective must be to 
stick together and defend the 25. 

One of three special prosecutors of 
the grand jury offered a very different 

opmwn. Seabury Ford, 68, told the 
Akron Beacon Journal that National 
Guardsmen on campus last May 
"should have shot all" the troublemak
ers. The incidents that led up to, the 
shootings, said Ford, a Ravenna at
torney and chairman of the Portage 
County Republican Party, were "Com· 
munist inspired.~ 

Apparently too free with his tongue, 
Ford was quickly cited by the grand 
jury for contempt for speaking to the 
press- and possibly for saying a littlE 
too much of what was on the grand 
jury's mind: 

-RANDY FURST 

Who was responsible for 
But what happened here May 4 can

not be erased by the warped asser
tions of a grand jury report. 

There have been several intensive 
studies following the killings. This re
porter interviewed numerous eyewit
nesses. None of them believed the Na
tional Guard troops were in danger 
of losing their lives, as Guard officials 
later asserted. All of them branded 
the killings unwarranted. 

A team of reporters from the Knight 
new spa per chain spent two weeks in 
Kent, Ohio, conducting hundreds of 
interviews. Their conclusions, pub
lished in the Detroit Free Press May 
24, included the following: 

"The guardsmen were not surround
ed and they could have taken several 
other courses of action rather than 
shooting at the students. 

"The four students who died had 
thrown no rocks at the Guard. They 
were not politically radical." 

In its own investigation, the FBI 
said the shootings "were not necessary 
and not in order." The FBI concluded 
that the guardsmen were not surround
ed and not in real danger. No guards
men had been hurt by flying rocks, 
the FBI investigation reported. 

The FBI asserted that one guards
man fired at a student who was mak
ing an obscene gesture. A second fired 
at a student preparing to throw a 
rock. This notwithstanding, said the 
FBI, the distance separating the front 

line of the guardsmen and the student 
and other students was so consider~blf 
that a thrown stone would not havt 
struck any guardsman with sufficienl 
force to cause injury. 

"There was no rioting on the cam
pus of Kent State University at any 
time on May 4," flatly states Senator 
Stephen Young (D.-Ohio) in remarks 
published in the Congressional Rec
ord (S 17814). 

While the President's Commission or 
Campus Unrest is subject to seriom 
rebuttal on some issues, it accuratell 
concluded: "The indiscriminate firinf 
of rifles into a crowd of students anc 
the deaths that followed were unneces 
sary, unwarranted and inexcusable.' 

"l'eople were standing around peace
fully," one student told The Militant, 
"and they were yelling antiwar slogam 
and telling the National Guard tc 
leave our campus. The crowd go1 
large and after a time the National 
Guard shot tear gas into the crowc 
to disperse them. Most of the crowd 
dispersed, running up the hill .... 
From what I could see, there were H 
or 15 people that were throwing smal: 
rocks and a few sticks. I saw somt 
guardsmen throwing rocks back a 
the students also." 

A senior from Garfield Heights wa! 
one student who resented being tole 
by the Guard to leave· the campus 
"If the students want to assemble, it': 
the students' prerogative to assemble,' 
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" John Fischetl 
-We find that the students did attack National Guard bullets with their bodies .•• " 

J,OOO attend parley 

Detroit women's conference 
By SUZANNE SPIEGEL 

DETROIT- Close to a thousand at
tended a women's teach-in at Wayne 
State University in Detroit Oct. 21-22. 
Women of all ages from across Mich
igan and from Ohio and Windsor, 
Ontario, participated in over 40 work
shops and listened to eight keynote 
speeches. Workshops covered women's 
role in today's society and causes of 
their oppression. There were also pan
els on women in history, politics and 
Third World women. 

Marlene Dixon, radical feministfrom 
McGill University, Montreal, and 
Frances Beal, coordinator of the Third 
World Women's Alliance in New York, 
spoke to an auditorium nlled with 
men and women from campuses in 
the area. Betty Friedan, author of 
The Feminine Mystique, and Ruth 
Gage-Colby of the Women's Interna
tional League for Peace and Freedom 
spoke in the evening to an auditorium 
of students as well as women from 
the community. 

On Thursday afternoon, Evelyn 
Reed, Marxist anthropologist and au
thor of Problems of Women's Liber
ation. spoke on "How Women Lost 
Control of Their Destiny." In an eve-

ning session Beulah Sanders, vice-pres
ident of the National Welfare Rights 
Organization, Washington, D. C., 
spoke of the struggles of welfare moth
ers across the nation. Two women rep
resentatives from the Feminists, an 
organization in New York, alsospoke. 

The teach-in itself was built by a 
coalition of women's organizations 
both on and off Wayne's campus. The 
aim was to build an educational con
ference which would attract the largest 
number of women. 

A significant number of Black wom
en attended the conference, and over 
50 participated in a panel. on Black 
women. 

The university newspaper, the South
end, was overwhelmingly favorable 
and before the teach-in put out a spe
cial issue entirely devoted to women. 

The effectiveness of the teach-in as a 
means of raising women's conscious
ness of their oppression and the goals 
of the women's liberation movement 
was striking. There is now a whole 
new periphery of women who are in
terested in the women's liberation 
movement and in doing something 
at Wayne. 

the Kent State killings? 
he told us after the murders. 

Some of the students chanted "End 
the war in Vietnam." Others shouted, 
"Fuck you, Agnew," and some chanted 
"One, two, three, four, we don't want 
your goddamn war." 

Such comments apparently led the 
grand jury to decry "a level of ob
scenity and vulgarity which we have 
never before witnessed!" 

What happened next far surpassed 
any verbal obscenity. 

A student described to The Militant 
what happened: "Without warning, 
they turned, they knelt down, pointed 
their guns at the crowd. They were 
firing shots. I just thought to myself, 
'It can't be.' The guy next to me fell. 
I hit the dirt, I lay there for a few 
seconds. When I lifted my head there 
were people lying all over the ground, 
and the guy next to me was hit in the 
head and he was bleeding all over the 
place. I looked down on the road and 
there was a guy laying face down on 
the road, and I heard a yell, 'The 
guy's dead.'" 

The dead were Sandy Lee Scheuer, 
20, Jeffrey Miller, 20, Allison Krause, 
19, and William Schroeder, 19. 

The Knight newspapers reporters 
published the following conclusions: 

"Ohio governor James Rhodes, who 
has called out the Guard at least 40 
times in the last two years, was respon
sible for the order that the Guard was 
to break up any assembly at Kent, 
peaceful or otherwise. 

"General Del Corso champions the 
special Ohio Guard rule allowing 
guardsmen to carry live rounds 
in their weapons. 

"General Canterbury exercised .no 
control over the men on the Hill under 
his command who eventually fired." 

If any remarks encouraged the 
guardsmen to fire, they came from 
Governor Rhodes. Arriving at Kent 
State the day before the massacre, 
Rhodes imposed martial law. "Wehave 
the same dissident groups and their 
allies going from one campus to the 
other," Rhodes told a televised news 
conference in Kent. "And they use a 
university ... as a sanctuary .... 
They're worse than the brown shirt 
and communist element and also the 
'night riders' in the vigilantes. They're 
the worst type of people that we har
bor in America." 

The climate of hate culminating in 
the murders was fanned by Nixon 
himself, who ran on a platform of 
"law and order." Three days before 
the Kent Massacre he lashed out at 
demonstrators during a talk with a 
group of Pentagon employees. He was 
the man who publicly branded dis
senting students as "these bums [who j 
blow up the campuses." 

Perhaps Bernard Miller, father of 
the slain Kent student, commenting on 
the present indictments, said it best. 

"You mean," Miller asked a reporter, 
"you can get away with murder in 
this country?" 

Parley in Boston focuses 
on abortion law repeal 

By CLARE KERR 
BOSTON, Oct. 24-A crowd of over 

200 people gathered here at the Arling
ton Street Church to attend the con
ference sponsored by the Massachu
setts Organization for the Repeal of 
Abortion Laws. 

After an initial business meeting, Re
publican candidate for U. S. Senate 
Si Spaulding explained why he fa
vored the repeal of abortion laws in 
this state as opposed to the position 
of his Democratic opponent Ted Ken
nedy who maintains that the fetus has 
rights. 

Following the opening address, the 
audience heard a panel discussion on 
the general subject of abortion. 
Mitchell Benjoya, an attorney, was 
the first panelist. He explained how 
the anti-abortion laws enacted in the 
last .century were then in the interest 
of women because interrupting a preg
nancy was a hazardous andfrequently 
fatal undertaking, but now with the 
progress made in surgical procedures 
and therapeutics, ending a pregnancy 
was generally safe. He urged the re
peal of existing laws. 

The following two speakers dis
cussed the psychiatric aspects of abor
tion and the impact of .the outmoded 
laws on low-income women. Ronnie 
Tobin, a social worker, pointed out 
the relative ease with which middle 
class women could terminate their 
pregnancies, whereas Black and Puer
to Rican women found it almost im
possible. Cindy Cisler, of New York 
National Organization for Women, 
stated that physician's assistants 
should be trained to perform abor
tions. She also said that women should 
fight for the type of laws they wanted 
and should be in favor of repeal rather 
than reform of existing laws. 

In the afternoon four workshops 
were held. One on legislation was led 
by R. S. Aronson, Republican state 
representative, and J. H. Backman, 
Democratic candidate for State Senate 
in Massachusetts. A woman from a 
local TV station outlined ways of ap
proaching the mass media. · 

The workshop on community or
ganizing drew attention to the need 
for women to hold meetings in their 
communities and enlist the help of 
others. The fourth workshop ad
dressed itself to the delivery of services. 
Suggestions were made about encour-

aging MDs in hospitals to perform 
abortions on the weekend when the 
hospitals were less busy. 

The plenary session went on record 
as being in favor of women being 
able to decide the number and spac-, -
ing of their children. The necessity 
for initiating a massive statewide cam
paign mobilizing women from all 
walks of life will be needed to repeal 
the existing abortion laws. It was rec
ognized that the fight might be a dif
ficult one but the enthusiasm of the 
participants insures its eventual vic
tory. For more information write 
MORAL, P. 0. Box 238, Boston, Mass. 
02134. 

Bostonians 

hit abortion law 
BOSTON.~ Oct. 26- In spite of 

rain and very cold weather, 
a crowd of about 200 gathered at 
Government Center Plaza here at 
noon to publicly demand that 
abortions be available to all wom
en. Among the speakers was Pro
fessor Mary Daly, the noted Cath
olic theologian from Boston Col
lege. She expressed the opinion 
that the Catholic church, a. dom
inant force in Massachusetts poli
tics, should not be permitted to im
pose its anti-abortion views on all 
women. The Rev. Clyde Dodder 
said that the legislature has no 
right to dictate the number of chil
dren a woman has. Another wom
an explained how young people 
would have to lead the fight to 
abolish the anachronistic and in
human laws which force women 
to bear unwanted children. 

One of the most enthusiastically 
received speakers was Ruthann 
Miller, a co-founder of People to 
Abolish Abortion Laws in New 
York and coordinator of New 
York's Aug. 26 Women's Strike. 
She related how mass mobiliza
tions of women in New York forced 
the legislators to act on women's 
demands. 

The demonstration was spon
sored by MORAL. 

-CLARE KERR 
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Eva Chertov 

SWP wins 
time demand 
from WOR 

By DAVID THORSTAD 
NEW YORK-Eva Chertov, So

cialist Workers Party candidate for 
Congress in lower Manhattan's 
19th district, won an important 
equal-time ruling from the Federal 
Communications Commission Oct 
19. The ruling declared the SWP 
candidate to be a bona fide write
in candidate and called on radio 
station WOR to reach an agree
ment with the SWP on the amount 
of free time to be granted. 

The SWP brought the question 
of equal time before the FCC in 
the first place because the host 
of a Monday-through-FridayWOR 
interview show, Barry Farber, is 
also a candidate in the 19th con
gressional district. He has Repub
lican-Liberal endorsement. The 
right to equal time with broad
casters was established last sum
mer when the FCC granted equal 
time to Farber's Democratic op
ponent, Bella Abzug. Once the 
FCC was convinced that Chertov's 
campaign was "bona fide," it had 
little choice but to rule in favor 
of her right to equal time as well. 

The agreement reached with the 
radio station provides the Social
ist Workers candidate with 94 
broadcasts of one-minute state
ments between 6 p.m. and 5 a.m. 
over a period of nine days. In 
addition, Chertov is co-host with 
Farber on his 45-minute show six 
evenings prior to the election. Such 
a format produces what amounts 
to a daily discussion between the 
Republican and SWP candidates 
and the guests, whom are invited 
by both. 

The focus of the Oct 26 "Barry 
Farber-Eva Chertov Show" was 
women's liberation, which is also 
an important issue in the 19th 
district race. Chertov's guest was 
Carolyn Welch of the Phoenix Or
ganization of Women, a New York 
group of Black and Puerto Rican 
feminists who direct themselves to 
the problem of drug addiction. 

The one-minute spot announce
ments have dealt with a number 
of different topics. These include 
the Oct 31 antiwar demonstra-· 
tions, child-care centers, The Mili
tant subscription campaign cur
rently in progress, and the alleged 
"suicide" Oct 15 of Young Lord 
Julio Roldan in the Manhattan 
House of Detention, also known 
as the Tombs. 
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Long Islanders get socialist message 
By WILL REISSNER 

NEW YORK-Hedda Garza, the 
Socialist Workers Party's candidatefor 
Nassau County Executive on Long 
Island, carried through an eight
month campaign which has introduced 
tens of thousands of people to the 
ideas of the SWP. 

She debated her opponents more 
than 15 times, five of them on radio 
and TV. Several times, when excluded 
from debates, she was able to force 
the other candidates to publicly ob
ject to her exclusion and to support 
her right to participate. 

In addition to debates, Garza has 
spoken before many other audiences. 
A letter to high school social studies 
departments, for instance, led to seven 
speaking appointments for the candi
date. 

Hedda Garza played an important 
role in the May student strikes in N as
sau County. The respect her partici
pation gained her aided in securing 
speaking engagements at most of the 
campuses in Nassau County. At these 
meetings, she is the only candidate 
who speaks as an active participant 
in building the antiwar movement. 

Comparing her current campaign 
to two previous ones in which she was 
a statewide candidate for the SWP, 
Garza said: "This year the response 
to our ideas is qualitatively better. 
When I speak to high school audi
ences, I can never find anyone who 
is 'willing to defend his country.'" 

The receptivity to her campaign is 
not restricted to youth. At a candi
dates' debate before several hundred 
predominantly middle-aged voters in 

Freeport, for example, she received 
warm applause from a large part of 
the audience when she urged them to 
vote for the SWP because "it's a vote 
for your own dignity, because it shows 
that you're tired of being lied to and 
bamboozled. Vote for the SWP," she 
emphasized, "because you're no longer 
willing to be fooled and conned. As 
long as you keep pulling down the 
lever for the Democratic and Republi
can parties, things will keep getting 
worse and the bloodbath will go on." 

The impact of the Garza campaign 
is also demonstrated by the reactions 
of the other candidates. Her Demo
cratic opponent told her, "If you ran 
with us you could win." A Republican 
campaign worker told her the Demo
crat was afraid she might take enough 
votes away from him to defeat him. 
The country chairman of the Conser
vative Party sent a letter to Newsday, 
the Long Island daily, complaining 
that he considered coverage of her 
campaign to be too favorable. 

During the course of her campaign, 
Hedda Garza has also supported the 
struggles of a number of key Third 
World activists and groups on Long 
Island. One of these is People for Ade
quate Welfare, a group of welfare 
mothers in Patchogue, L. I. Ten of 
the group's activists were arrested last 
August after expropriating school 
clothing for their children from the 
local Sears store when store officials 
refused to charge the merchandise to 
the department of social services. Their 
trial has been set for next February. 
Hedda Garza has made defense of 
the group a part of her campaign. 

Special issue of Intercontinental Press 

SPREADING WORD. Hedda 
Garza offers antiwar leaftet to GI 
at bus terminal. From outset, SWP 
has insisted on key importance of 
bringing message of antiwar 
movement to members of armed 
forces. 

30th anniversary of Trotsky's death 
By ALEX HARTE 

The current issue of Intercontinen
tal Press (Nov. 2) deserves special 
attention- not that every issue of this 
revolutionary Marxist weekly doesn't 
deserve special attention. 

Two feature articles have stretched 
it from its usual 24 pages to 32. The 
first is "Leon Trotsky and the New 
Rise of the World Revolution." 

Written by Joseph Hansen, it com
memorates the 30th anniversary of 
the death of the man who contributed 
so much in both theory and practice 
to launching the world socialist rev
olution in czarist Russia and to sus
taining and advancing it in subsequent 
years. 

Hansen offers a succinct statement 
on the crisis of capitalism, the decay 
of Stalinism, and the meaning of the 
upheavals occurring with increaJing 
frequency throughout the world today. 

Against this background, the rad
icalization of the youth, he maintains, 
is of immense import: 

"The time is obviously nearing when 
we can expect a great new renaissance 
of the revolutionary Marxist move
ment. The program defended by Leon 
Trotsky and his followers will become 
the heritage of millions." 

The second feature is the opening 
installment of "Looking Back Over My 
Years with Peng Shu-tse." This is an 
account by Peng Pi-Ian of the con
tributions her companion Shu-tse has 
made in the struggle for socialism, 
beginning in 1920 as one of the found
ers of the Chinese Communist Party. 

This is a timely piece, for on No
vember 24 the world Trotskyist move
ment will celebrate the 75th birthday 
of Peng Shu-tse and his half century 
of battling for the program of Lenin 
and Trotsky. 

Another contribution is a speech 
made by Ernest Mandel, "The Role 

Leon Trotsky 

of the Universities in the West," given 
at the Science and Welfare Seminar 
held some months ago at the Rijks 
University of Leiden. A lucid discus
sion of the basic causes of the on
going revolt on the campus and where 
it is headed. 

On the current international scene, 
the issue measures up to the usual 
high standards set by Intercontinen
talPress: 

Canada: Allen Myers reports the 
mounting resistance across the coun
try to the police rule imposed by Tru
deau. One of the most encouraging 
developments is the formation of a 
united front by the unions in Quebec. 

Bolivia: Translation of an article 
from the Havana weekly Bohemia giv
ing a blow-by-blow account of the end 
of the Ovando regime and the instal
lation of Torres. Besides fresh infor
mation not published elsewhere, the 
account is noteworthy for its critical 
attitude. Its title: "Bolivia- A Struggle 
That Has Not Yet Been Concluded." 

Also on Bolivia: News about the 
capture of guerrilla leader Chato Pe
reda. 

Middle East: "In the Liberated Zone 
in Jordan" (an interview with a mem
ber of a medical aid team, translated 
from the French weekly Rouge), and 
"Red Cross Condemns Israeli Repres
sion." 

Chile: Is the new president a fire
eating Marxist? Les .Evans shows that 
Allende's main backers, the Commu
nist and Socialist Party leaders, in
tend to do their utmost to avoid any 
spectacular upsets. Includes some tell
ing items on the true nature of this 
"popular front" government. 

USSR: "Soviet Scientists Rally to 
Pimenov's Defense," by George Saun
ders. The latest round between the bu
reaucracy and the political dissidents. 
And from the underground, the trans
lation of a samizdat appeal: "Vladi
mir Bukovsky's Open Letter to The
odorakis." 

Philippines: "Huk Commander Pedro 
Taruc Killed." 

Brazil: "Yes, There Is Torture in 
Brazil." (Confirmation from an unusu
al source.) 

Ireland: "Founding Conference of the 
Irish Solidarity Campaign" (report 
from the Irish press about an impor
tant meeting in Birmingham, Eng
land), and an article "'Gun Plot' De
fendants Found Not Guilty." 

Documents: Text of the speech giv
en by the Trotskyist Theologos Psa
radelles before the Athens court that 
sentenced him to twelve years and three 
months in prison. 

Reviews: "Back to Dynamite or For
ward to Mass Action?" Short and to 
the point. 

To get a copy of the Nov. 2 issue, 
send 50 cents to Intercontinental Press, 
P. 0. Box 635, Madison Sq. Station, 
New York, N.Y. 10010. 
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9 l.b . Women's 1 erat1on notes 

Last month, an Amman w6man 
said, "Women should not be on the 
edge of society. They should play a 
political and social role, and if they 
are Arabs, this means supporting the 
Palestinian revolution." And from hi
jacker Leila Khaled, who said she 
was "engaged to the revolution," to 
the unnamed Jordanian woman who 
is the leader of the Popular Demo
cratic Front and in September became 
the first Arab woman to lead a com
bat unit into battle, women did play 
a major role in the civil war in Jor
dan. Furthermore, there are signs that 
a women's liberation movement is de
veloping in the Mideast. 

Traditionally, women have been re
garded as men's chattel in Arab soci
ety. The Koran says man is a "step 
above" woman. Moslem law permits 
polygamy, and a man ~an easily be 
rid of his wife by simply announcing, 
"I divorce you," three times in front 
of witnesses. So insecure is the status 
of Moslem wives that there is an Ara
bic saying: "A woman never knows 
whether she is going to eat the meal 
she is cooking." 

In Egypt where illiterate men but 
not illiterate women can vote, a wom
an's suffrage movement has devel
oped. And feminists are working with 
public health officials to do away with 
"female circumcision," a widespread 
practice in Egypt. In this degrading 
operation, the clitoris is crudely 
scarred or severed to curb young 
women's sexual drives and to allay 
the jealousy of their male relatives. 

Even in Saudi Arabia, where women 

The national picket line 

are fully veiled from puberty on, 
change is underway. Although news
papers still will not print a woman's 
picture, several have started running 
women's sections. And in Jidda, the 
first woman radio announcer was re
cently hired. 

Female university graduates, who 
find that their husbands expect them 
to give up their independence and re
vert to a more traditional, secluded 
existence when they marry, are espe
cially active in this new women's liber
ation movement. 

• • • 
The November issue of the Ladies' 

Home Journal contains a sampling 
of the thousands of letters the maga
zine received as a result of its recent 
supplement on "The New Feminism." 
The section, written by members of the 
women's liberation movement, was 
wrested from the Journal through a 
sit-in last March at their offices. 

Journal editors report the letters 
were 46 percent against feminism, 34 
percent in support, and 20 percent 
"mixed." The range was from the usual 
"Keep your cotton-pickin' hands off 
my shackles. I don't want to be liber
ated," to others giving full support to 
the goals of the movement. One house
wife wrote, "I realized through reading 
the articles that I was militant; too." 

Another reader wrote, "It's too bad 
they were forced to invade your office 
to· get you to accept the responsibility 
of your job and inform your readers 
of what is happening." And it is clear 
from the letters that Journal readers 
are expecting more coverage of the 

feminist movement in future issues. 
• • • 

One of the many groups participat
ing in the Aug. 26 women's demon
strations was Federally Employed 
Women (FEW). Started in 1968, FEW 
now has over a thousand members 
in 30 chapters across the country. 
Half its membership is Black. 

According to FEW, 80 percent of 
the 700,000 women employed by the 
federal government are clustered in 
the six lowest-grade job levels. And 
of the 9,000 top-grade positions, 
including presidential appointments, 
where policy decisions are made 
only 14 7 are filled by women. 

As Tina Hobson, FEW member in 
Washington said, "President Nixon, 
who has said he would like to see 
more women hold these high-level 
jobs, has yet to appoint a woman 
cabinet member- his vision of wom
en is strictly home-oriented. Like Mrs. 
Nixon or Martha Mitchell." 

In the past, women employed by 
the government who have filed com
plaints of sexual discrimination have 
met with severe reprisals. Often they 
have been demoted to a lower grade, 
or asked to transfer to a new geo
graphic area on the assumption that 
they would refuse the transfer and 
could then be fired. The existence of 
FEW, which has gained many new 
members since Aug. 26, is certain to 
give support to women who want to 
take action against their inequality 
on the job. 

• • • 
SUPREMACIST QUOTE OF THE 

PagelS 

LNS 

Palestinian guerrilla 

WEEK: In- the November Harper's, 
John Corry discusses what he sees 
as the similarities between Black Pan
thers and feminists. "For one thing, 
the members of both tantrum a lot. 
For another, neither the Panthers nor 
the ladies care much for themselves 
and they both have great doubts about 
whether or not they can make it in 
life. They wear oppression like both 
a badge and an excuse, and they do 
not seem to be seriously engaged in 
anything other than being oppressed, 
and in telling everyone else about it." 

-DEBBY WOOD ROO FE 

Rail unionists fight for voting right 
Marvel Scholl is on vacation, and 

we are reprinting this week the fol
lowing from Union Democracy in Ac
tion. UDA offices are at 31 Union 
Square, New York, N.Y. 10003; sub
scription is $3 a year. 

• • • 
Rank-and-file railroad workers last 

November set up a Right to Vote 
Committee within the United Trans
portation Union to campaign for con
stitutional changes that would permit 
members to vote on collective bargain
ing agreements. The Committee quick
ly won support from union lodges 
in the Midwest; and by August of 
this year, according to Ed Heisler, 
its secretary, about 100 locals had 
voted to donate and members of 500 
locals had made individual contribu
tions. 

The UTU was founded in 1968, 
when four rail unions agreed to amal
gamate: the Order of Railway Con
ductors and Brakemen; the Brother
hood of Locomotive Firemen and En
ginemen; the Brotherhood of Railroad 
Trainmen; and the Switchmen's 
Union. It now represents 270,000 rail 
workers in the United States and Can
ada. 

The RTVC seeks to win for rail
road workers the very right which 
others would take away from all work
ers. About two years ago there were 
suggestions, applicable to many in
dustries, that workers be denied the 
right to vote on ratifying agreements 
and that final authority to accept col
lective bargaining terms be turned 
over to union officials. One such pro
posal was even drafted as federal leg
islation and introduced into Congress. 

While employers, public officials, la
bor leaders, and politicians mull over 
the proposition, weigh the prospects 
of legislation, and assess its reception 

by rank-and-file workers, the new 
RTVC movement of rail workers is 
the first important sign of active op
position to it. 

The RTVC hopes to put up a strong 
fight at the UTU international con
vention in 1971. If it can force its 
constitutional amendment to the floor 
-and that alone would be an impres
sive achievement- the convention will 
present the first public debate on the 
issue. The RTVC campaign affects the 
rights of all unionists in all industries. 

"A direct membership vote on con
tracts is basic to union democracy," 
reads the RTVC Statement of Aims. 
"A trade union cannot be truly 'dem
ocratic' or 'free' unless the member
ship has the final and decisive word 
on contracts." 

Without that right, the Committee 
says, workers' standards deteriorate. 
"For the last decade, if not longer, 
the wage agreements negotiated have 
failed to meet the needs and desires 
of trainmen and enginemen ... the 
cost-of-living, railroad retirement, and 

other taxes have increased at a far 
higher rate than the wage gains ne
gotiated. The carriers' attacks on our 
living standards and working condi
tions can be haJted if the UTU ne
gotiators are provided with greater 
bargaining power and if the negotia
tors and UTU leadership are respon
sible to the rank-and-file membership. 

The RTVC hopes to get a majority 
of the membership to sign petitions 
before the 1971 convention, an am
bitious aim. It mails a steady stream 
of reports and plans to local lodges 
and individuals; it publishes a peri
odical, RTVC Progress Report, in 
newsletter format. 

While the Committee seeks to extend 
the rights of union members, it is 
compelled to establish its right to ad
dress the members. In March, it mailed 
out raffle books to raise money; and 
on April 9, Committee officers received 
a letter from Charles Luna, UTU pres
ident, castigating their efforts as an 
"illegal enterprise." 

"The Constitution of the United 
Transportation Union clearly indi
cates the manner in which amend
ments may be proposed to our Con
stitution," wrote Luna, "and I am ask
ing that the three of you immediately 
advise me in what manner you have 
determined to violate federal and Uni
ted Transportation Union law in the 
wide distribution of this material 
through the mail. I shall expect your 
replies prior to the close of business 
on April 17." 

RTVC secretary Edward Heisler, 
who signs his letters "Yours for Union 
Democracy," replied at length and 
asked, "Would you please write us 
at your earliest possible convenience 
and indicate precisely what articles 
of the UTU Constitution we and thou
sands of other UTU members are 
violating by proposing changes in the 
union Constitution that will allow all 
local officers and rank-and-file mem
bers to vote on their wages and con
ditions?" 

• • • 
In September, UTU president Luna 

thought of something new. He ruled 
that no lodge could donate to RTVC 
without presenting the issue for deci
sion to its membership for referendum 
vote. With that, a lodge might have 
to spend $300 to run a referendum 
before giving $25 to the RTVC. That, 
however, is not the most bizarre as
pect of Luna's ruling. Right now, UTU 
members are prohibited from voting 
by referendum on contract terms 
which determine their income level, 
standard of living, and working con
ditions. But they are required to vote 
by referendum before their lodge can 
donate money to win that important 
right to vote which they are denied. 
(Luna's ruling applies only to Penn 
Central RR's East division.) 
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REVOLT IN BUD: Five years ago President 
Johnson signed into law a bill creating the Hous
ing and Urban Development Department. The 
agency was supposed to dispose of the urban crisis. 
It didn't. The nation's cities are as plagued by 
poverty and racism as ever. And today, HUD is 
immersed in a crisis of its own. During October, 
Black employees staged meetings, rallies, demon
strations and sit-ins inside the department's of
fices in Washington. As this column is written, 
some 400 employees are engaged in a slowdown. 
The workers, says one militant, "are doing as 
little work as possible, doing about one piece of 
work a day." The main beef of Black employees 
is the failure of white federal officials to advance 
them. Although workers can theoretically be ad
vanced to Grade 18 without presidential appoint
ment, almost all Blacks get no further than Grade 
five. "Blacks are trapped in grades one through 
five," says R. H. Booker, chairman of the Wash
ington Area Construction Industry Task Force, 
a coalition of Blacks fighting discrimination in 
the construction trades and in the federal govern
ment. "They're called the nigger grades," Booker 
told this column. "Salary-wise, Blacks at HUD 
have dead-end jobs, you know, clerif,!al work, typ
ing and messenger work." Several hundred work
ers met with H UD secretary George Romney Oct. 
14. "His response was very racist and bureaucrat
ic," says Booker. Romney told employees that 
he could not change things in HUD overnight. 
That was not satisfactory for the Blacks. The next 
day, about 400 held a rally outside the head
quarters and vowed to continue the protests." Black 
employees won't sit back and wait any longer," 
says one of their leaders, Ronald Wallace, in an 
interview. "We will do anything we deem necessary 
to get our point across." More demonstrations, 
says Wallace, are likely this week. Meanwhile ne
gotiations continue. "The employees," explains 
Booker, "are taking the approach of the Vietna
mese. We are going to fight while the negotiations 
are going on." 

REPRESENTING WHO? Eighty-seven percent 
of the candidates running for the House of Rep
resentatives favor some degree of government in
tervention "when violence occurs on college cam
puses," a survey by Congressional Quarterly re
veals. A full 94 percent of Senate candidates fa
vor such intervention, the magazine says. 

POLICE PROVOCATEUR: At first glance, 
Charles R. Grimm Jr., 21, was like many other 
radicalizing students on U.S. campuses who go 
on demonstrations. But Grimm was different. Un
like most of his contemporaries, Grimm makes 
molotov cocktails, advocates armed violence and 
enjoys baiting police-according to lawyers who 
represented him in Tuscaloosa where Grimm at
tended the state university. Grimm, says his for
mer attorneys, is a police agent. The story goes 
back to last May when most of the nation was 
rocked with a national student strike. The Uni
versity of Alabama had its share of protests, cul
minating on May 18 in the arrest of 150 per
sons. One of the arrested was Charles Grimm, 
who sought and obtained three attorneys to de
fend him. In July, the attorneys learned that Grimm 
was a narcotics agent, brought him into their 
office, queried him, and discovered he was a paid 
informer during the May disturbances at the uni
versity. It also turned out that Grimm works for 
the FBI, although the FBI refused to comment 
on the matter. Referring to May 18, attorney Jack 
Drake explained Grimm's role. "He in my opin-
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ion caused a lot of arrests," Drake said by tele
phone, "by throwing a brick and a bicycle ped
al at police. On another occasion he threw a brick 
through a plate glass window of a movie theater. 
He attended radical meetings and would consis
tently take the most radical line. He would urge 
violence, say we have to fight the pigs and the 
only way to fight was with guns. On another oc
casion he asked two members of the student move
ment to help him steal dynamite so he could blow 
up a building." Grimm's exploits, says Drake, 
included burning a couple of buildings. In the 
wake of the revelations, most of the charges were 
dropped against the protesters. Nine cases have 
been tried, five were won by defense attorneys 
and four were lost. Those four, Drake believes, 
will be won on appeal. In the meantime, Grimm 
hurriedly left Tuscaloosa for Minneapolis and now 
has dropped out of sight. 

CAN AD IAN REPRESSION HIT: Two demon
strations in Seattle Oct. 20 protested the suppres
sion of civil liberties in Canada. Gary Porter, 
Trotskyist candidate for mayor of Vancouver, 
spoke at both rallies, one at the University of 
Washington and the other at the Canadian Con
sulate General in downtown Seattle .... Pickets 
chanted "End Canadian martial law, Hands off 
the Quebecois!" and "Trudeau must go." ... 
HOOVER ANSWERED: Shortly after FBI direc
tor J. Edgar Hoover sent his "Open Letter to 
College Students" in September, the YSA responded 
with its own "Open Letter to U.S. Students." The 
Hoover letter and the YSA answer is now avail
able in bulk quantities at three cents each. Write 
YSA, P. 0. Box 471, Cooper Station, N.Y., N.Y. 
10003 .... NOT OUT OF CONTEXT: The in
terview with the Young Lord by Soviet journal
ist Genrikh Barovik took place in Harlem. It orig
inally appeared in Literatumaya Gazeta and has 
since been translated into English by Atlas. This 
is a verbatim excerpt: 

Carl [the Young Lord] and I walked down 
Madison Avenue for a long spell. He de
scribed the Young Lords to me. "We are 
a political organization. Our task is rev
olution in the U. S. A." 

"What revolution?'' I wanted to know. 
" Socialist, of course." 
"What do you mean by socialism?" 
"Justice," he replied. 
"For whom?" 
"The Puerto Ricans are our business. But 

if we can help others too, we will." 
"What do you call justice?" 
"For there not to be what we have seen 

today." 
"How do you expect to achieve that?" 
"By revolution." 
I asked him: "Isn't there too much talk 

in the U. S. A. about revolution right now?" 

JET FORCE URGED: The state of California 
should create an airborne campus "strike force" 
to curb violence on college campuses, secretary 
of state candidate Edmund G. Brown Jr. says. 
Brown is the son of the former governor. In an 
interview with the Santa Monica Evening Outlook 
Oct. 3, Brown proposed that members of his spe
cial force would have access to a fleet of jets and 
would be equipped with the latest crowd-control 
devices-" such as tranquilizer guns, wood pellet 
guns and water cannons." ... CONFRONTA
TION is the name of a game from Creative Com
munications and Research that pits student pro
testers against the university administration, Wash
ington, the banks and the financial community 
and other agents of the ruling class. The game 
doesn't measure up to a genuine revolt. ... 

PANTHER DEVELOPMENTS: Lonnie McLucas 
has pleaded guilty in New Haven to attempting 
a jail break. He was sentenced to a year in pris
on. The new sentence will run concurrently with 
his earlier 12-15 year sentence for his conviction 
in the Alex Rackley case .... Defense attorneys 
for Bobby Seale and Ericka Huggins are chal
lenging the law that allows only registered vot
ers to sit on Connecticut juries .... Panther trial 
in New York is under way. Prosecution alleges 
that Panthers aimed to murder police. Defense 
retorts, whole trial is an effort to destroy Panther 
Party .... All conspiracy charges have been 
dropped against Seale in Chicago. The case of the 
Panther chairman was separated from the rest 
of the Chicago Eight last winter. The Honorable 
(you should excuse the expression) Julius Hoff
man, who presided over the trial, ordered the 
charges dismissed Oct. 19 at the request of U. S. 
attorney William J. Baur, who noted it would be 
"inappropriate" to try Seale on conspiracy after 
the other seven were found innocent of those counts. 
Seale still faces a four-year prison term for con
tempt of court. 
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Muhammad Ali 

ALI WINS: Even if boxing is disgusting, one 
has to admire Muhammad Ali who scored a third
round knockout over Jerry Quarry in a heavy
weight bout in Atlanta Oct. 2 6. In commemoration, 
we publish this poem, written by the champ himself: 

Hell no 
I ain't going to go 
Clean out my cell 
And take my tail 
To jail 
Without bail 
Because it's better there eating, 
Watching television fed 
Than in Vietnam with your white folks 

dead. 

MdNTmE SPEAKS: "We think we can have 
a victory in at least eight weeks," says Rev. Carl 
Mcintire, the right-wing preacher who doesn't like 
the way President Nixon is pussyfooting in Viet
nam. Mcintire informs this column that he's slated 
"Marches for Victory" next year in Key Biscayne 
and Sacramento, Calif. with rallies at the capitols 
of all 50 states on March 20 and a D. C. protest 
May 8. What does he think of the Oct. 31 dem
onstrations? "It's going to be the same old thing," 
opines Mcintire. "I don't think they are going to 
get very far." ... Don't bet on it, Reverend. We 
hope readers will be marching Oct. 31 as well 
as making plans to attend the National Peace 
Action Coalition conference in Chicago December 4-
6 to map out the next stage in the antiwar move
ment. 

Contributors to this week's In Brief include Su
san Shinn, Seattle, and John R. Glenn, Venice, 
Calif. 

-RANDY FURST 
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A CP smear iob on Ernest Mandel 
By ROBERT LANGSTON 

For more than a year, Attorney 
General John Mitchell's Justice Depart
ment has denied the internationally 
noted Belgian, Ernest Mandel, a visa 
to visit the United States. His exclu
sion has led to a vigorous drive by 
civil libertarians of all political per
suasions to force the Justice Depart
ment to rescind this undemocratic de
cision. The campaign has also been 
supported by the Communist Party 
of the United States- a matter of some 
political significance, since Mandel is 
a leading figure in the world Trot
skyist movement. 

If the days are gone when the Com
munist Party can support a capitalist 
government's denial of basic demo
cratic rights to Trotskyists and other 
non-Stalinist communists, the Stalinist 
mind still seems to find irresistible the 
opportunity to slander political oppo
nents. A recent instance occurred in 
connection with a conference of Marx
ist economists held Sept. 10 to 13 at 
the University of Tilburg in Holland. 

About a thousand students and 
teachers from Europe and several oth
er countries gathered at Tilburg to 
discuss "Capitalism in the Seventies." 
Among the seven reporters invited to 
address the conference were Mandel 
and the CPUSA's most prominent 
economist, Victor Perlo. 

The Sept. 24 Daily World, voice of 
the American CP, contained, in the 
guise of a news story about the Til
burg conference, a brief but lurid 
melodrama. It told how the conference 
of innocents "was almost broken up by 
disruptive tactics of a small group of 
Trotskyites," but how virtue finally 
was rewarded when "in a stormy ses
sion, the conference by a four-to-one 
margin voted to reject a resolution 
attacking· the conference report of Vic
tor Perlo, the U. S. economist. It also 

Rights fighters 
are sentenced 
for 'contempt' 

WASHINGTON, D. C. - Alan Me
Surely was sentenced to a year in pris
on and Margaret McSurely was or
dered to serve three months for con
tempt of Congress Oct. 20. 

The U. S. district court here was 
packed with friends of the couple when 
Judge John L. Smith Jr. handed out 
the sentences. The McSurelys were 
freed under bond pending appeal to 
the U. S. Court of Appeals. 

The McSurelys made statements to 
the judge criticizing him, Sen. John 
McClellan of Arkansas, and State's 
Attorney Thomas Ratliff of Pike Coun
ty, Kentucky. Brooks Hays, former 
U.S. representative from Arkansas, 
made a statement to the court in be
half of the McSurelys. 

Ratliff started the attack on the 
couple three years ago when he ar
rested them and three other persons 
on sedition charges. These grew out 
of a fight against strip mining of coal 
in Eastern Kentucky. 

The sedition charges were dismissed, 
but McClellan ordered the McSurelys 
to bring to Washington certain docu
ments seized by Ratliff in a raid on 
their home. McClellan said he needed 
these documents for his investigation 
of uprisings in U.S. cities. 

The McSurelys were cited for con
tempt when they refused to give the 
papers to McClellan. They were found 
guilty last June 26. 

At the time of their arrest, they were 
field workers for the Southern Con
ference Educational Fund (SCEF), a 
human-rights organization based in 
Louisville, Ky. They now live in New 
York City. 

rejected the demand that the paper be 
omitted from the conference proceed
ings." Prominent for villainy in the 
piece, naturally, was Ernest Mandel. 

On Oct. .1, Perlo followed up with 
his own version in the World. After 
protesting Mitchell's denial of Man
del's freedom to speak in this country, 
Perlo charged that Mandel "joined with 
his political sidekicks, Andre Gorz of 
France and Elmar Altvater of West 
Germany, to organize a gang of polit
ical Neanderthals to try to suppress 
somebody else's freedom to speak. 

"I was that somebody else," Perlo 
continued. "And the attempt was made 
because 1 presented the viewpoint of 
the U.S. Communist Party and world 
Communist movement on the perspec
tive [sic} developments of the coming 
decade." 

Mandel's motive, according to Perlo, 
in trying to keep the CP spokesman 
from being heard, is exactly the same 
as the attorney general's in excluding 
Mandel from the U.S.- "a fierce ha
tred of the Soviet Union and the Com
munists." 

In particular, Perlo charged that the 
"Trotzkyite clique" tried to disrupt his 
talk with organized heckling, tried "to 
get passage of a slanderous resolu
tion denouncing Perlo and the Soviet 
Union," and tried "to block publication 
of my talk in the book of conference 
proceedings." 

(It is worth observing that there was 
not one mention of the specific point 
of contention in the Sept. 24 World 
news story, and only one passing ref
erence to it in Perlo's Oct. 1 column
Perlo's defense of the Soviet invasion 
of Czechoslovakia which he included 
in a paper supposedly devoted to 
problems of U.S. imperialism in the 
70s.) 

Moreover, Perlo somberly hints, the 
poisonous "Trotzkyite" influence was 
at work even on the conference's or
ganizers. "There wasn't a single item 
from any Communist Party author on 
the conference literature tables. And 
the speakers' list at the conference was 
overweighed by anti-Communist left
ists," Perlo complained. 

What actually happened at Tilburg 
is reported by Mandel in the Oct. 19 
issue of Intercontinental Press. In real
ity what Perlo chooses to regard as 
an attack on his freedom of speech 
was simply an exercise of the right 
to disagree with him by participants 
in the conference. 

As to "discrimination" against Com
munist parties in the organization of 

the conference, Mandel pointed out 
that three of the seven reporters were 
CPers - Perlo himself and Maurice 
Dobb and Bob Rowthorn of the Brit
ish Communist Party. Moreover, "the 
literature sold in front of the confer
ence hall was not sponsored by the 
organizers but by a great number of 
very diverse groups .... It was not 
the fault of the organizers, nor the 
Trotskyists, nor mine, that the Dutch 
Communist Party chose to pass up 
the chance to have a literature table 
in the hall." 

Perlo tried to justify the Czechoslo
vak invasion in his paper. "This was," 
Mandel agreed, "of course, his right. 
Equally it was the right of the ma
jority of the participants in this con
ference to take the position that ( 1) 
this question was not on the agenda; 
and (2) that they did not agree with 
Perlo on this matter." 

In particular, Mandel reported, "the 
resolution that was proposed con
demned his point of view on the inva
sion of the Czechoslovak Socialist Re
public, not his right to express his 
point of view. 

"The conference did not vote down 
this resolution (the great majority of 
the participants were opposed to the 

invasion of Czechoslovakia). What the 
conference rejected was putting the res
olution to a vote, that is, transform
ing a conference called to discuss the 
questions raised by the development 
of capitalism in the 70s into a deliber
ative body deciding political questions 
- above all, questions not on the 
agenda. It was a procedural and not 
a political vote." 

Following Perlo's speech, Mandel 
explained, the majority of the repor
ters demanded of the conference orga-
nizers the right to dis'-'-lSS Perlo's ,~pin
ions on Czechoslovakia at a ple11ary 
session and demanded the right to 
include a statement by those who con
demned the Czechoslovakian invasion 
in the published conference proceed
ings. "The organizers of the conference 
accepted the dual demand. This closed 
the incident. In doing this, no injury 
whatsoever was done to Victor Perlo's 
freedom of speech. All we did was to 
forcefully reaffirm freedom of speech 
in the workers movement." 

"One person," Mandel reported, 
"whom I do not know and with whom 
I have nothing to do, proposed that 
Perlo's speech be omitted from the 
conference proceedings. He was booed
by the gathering and supported by 
no one- and rightly so." 

Mandel concluded, "There is only 
one difference between Perlo's position 
and mine on this point. For me, the 
right of freedom of speech is a uni
versally valid principle, applicable in 
the Netherlands, in the United States, 
in Czechoslovakia, and in the USSR. 
Perlo, in contrast, claims this right 
for himself in the Netherlands and in 
the U. S. - I hope that he will continue 
to demand this right for me, too, in the 
U.S. tat Tilburg I thanked the Com
munist Party of the USA in front of all
the participants in the conference for 
its protest against the American gov
ernment's excluding me from the coun
try)- but Perlo denies this right of
freedom of speech to Czechoslovak or
Soviet Communists who disagree with 
the present rulers of the USSR and
who are in prison (or, still worse, 
insane asylums) for the sole 'crime' 
of publishing documents, which, for 
example, end with the words, 'Lenin
ism yes, Stalinism no!' " 

The Daily World news story and
Perlo's column in the World are re
printed in full along with Mandel's 
reply in the Oct. 10 Intercontinental 
Press (P. 0. Box 635, Madison Square
Station, New York, N.Y. 10010; 50
cents a copy, $15 a year.) 

Successful D.C. women's liberation meet 
WASHINGTON, D. C. -A newly 

formed women's liberation group at 
George Washington University spon
sored a regional Conference to Unite 
Women the weekend of Oct. 17. It was 
the first of its kind in the Washington, 
D. C., area. Some 300 women parti
cipated in the various workshops and 
sessions, coming from as far away as 
New York, Boston, Philadelphia and 
Baltimore. 

The first evening, Dana Densmore, 
author of many articles on female op
pression and member of Female Lib
eration in Boston, spoke on the neE:d 
to unite as many women as possible 
to fight around feminist issues of con
cern to all. Other participants in the 
sessions included Wilma Scott Heide, 
chairman of the New York chapter of 
the National Organization for Wom
en, and Ruthann Miller, coordinator 
of the Aug. 26 demonstration in New 
York City and Socialist Workers can
didate for New York comptroller. 
Members of the George Washington 

women's liberation group performed 
a skit. 

The workshops covered a wide 
range of issues currently being dis
cussed in the feminist movement: abor
tion, the Equal Rights Amendment, 
life styles, child care, Third World 
women, etc. 

The conference concluded with a 
play entitled "Everywoman" and a ka
rate demonstration by members of Fe
male Liberation in Boston. 

DEKALB, Ill.- The Northern Illi
nois University Student Association 
voted overwhelmingly Oct. 11 to en
dorse the petition circulated by EV
ERYWOMAN, the local women's lib
eration group, which demands that 
the University Health Center provide 
birth-control information, prescrip
tions and devices to those students 
who request them. 

EVERYWOMAN is also working 
closely with women Civil Service work
ers in an effort to form a local of the 

American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees. 

The group is also building a wom
en's contingent in the Oct. 29 antiwar
march in DeKalb. 

HOUSTON- Clairol Company re
cently sponsored a conference on
"Contemporary Woman Confronts
Her Problems." The purpose of the
conference, part of a series of public
affairs, tax-deductible programs held
in cities throughout the country, was
"to develop leadership in women to
better participate in society." Nearly
300 women attended. 

A leaftlet circulated by the Houston
chapter of NOW welcomed the com
pany's interest in the problems of con
temporary women but questioned the
"intentions of Clairol and its sister
institutions in the cosmetic industry."
Two prime concerns of women-the
image of women and the exploitation
of women as consumers_- were not
listed for discussion. 
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Pied pipers of the capitalist two-party system 
By FRANK LOVELL 

This Is the fourth In a series of ar
ticles dealing with the two-party elec
toral system in this country- the role 
It plays, how it fundions, and the re
lationship of the labor movement to 
it. Previous articles appeared In our 
Issues of Sept. 25, Oct. 2 and Oct. 23. 

• • • 
The unique two-party system of elec

toral politics in this country is one of 
the key institutions of class rule. It 
is a historically tested and carefully 
maintained system through which the 
most powerful capitalist interests exer
cise monopoly control of government. 

Each of the two parties has its own 
history and tradition; each has more 
than a hundred years of political 
struggle and government manipula
tion. With one seemingly pitted against 
the other, the mechanism proves use
ful as a safety-valve device. Dissatis
fied voters and blocs of voters can 
shift from one to the other. 

Currently, the general feeling of dis
satisfaction with the two-party system 
has produced some shifts in the exist
ing labor-Democratic coalition, raised 
hopes among Republican campaign 
strategists of capturing part of the "la
bor vote," and generated some talk 
among left-liberals about the need of 

George Meany 

a "new" party. 
These signs of impending shifts on 

the field of electoral politics are what 
prompted AFL-CIO president George 
Meany to advise against close ties with 
either political party. Firmly commit
ted to the two-party system, he hopes 
in this way to exert greater influence 
upon both parties and in the process 
get a few concessions from the Nixon 
administration for the union bureau
cracy. 

Other union officials have been busy 
bolstering the labor-Democratic coali
tion by collecting money and votes 
for the Democrats. Gus Tyler, assis
tant president of the International La
dies Garment Workers Union, collects 
from the underpaid Puerto Rican and 
Black workers who are poorly repre
sented by the ILGWU in order to 
elect the millionaire Democrat Richard 
Ottinger to the U.S. Senate. 

Tyler says, "The money is given 
in greater quantities by the man who 
is still employed but afi'aid he's go
ing to be unemployed unless something 
is done." As if Ottinger and 99 others 
like him in the Senate could or would 
do anything for garment workers. 

Both Meany and Tyler, while dif
fering over tactics of the unions in the 

two-party electoral game, serve the 
same end as promoters of the game. 

One of the most skillful at this busi
ness in recent times is Michael Har
rington, chairman of the Socialist Par
ty. He wrote an article in the New York 
Times Magazine last Sept. 13 explain
ing how he worked in the Kennedy 
and McCarthy campaigns in '68 and 
polemicizing against any notion of a 
new party in this country. It is nec
essary, "socialist" Harrington argues, 
to stay right inside the Democratic 
Party. 

The Socialist Party started out in 
1901, with Debs as its most popular 
and effective spokesman, to become 
a party of the working class. Harring
ton and his party spend their time 
advising representatives of the ruling 
class, organizing supportive coalitions 
for the Democratic Party, and doing 
everything in their power to keep 
the capitalist two-party system going. 

In the current New York election, 
for example, the Socialist Party of
ficially endorsed Democrat Goldberg 
for governor, and his running mate 
Ottinger for senator. The party made 
a point, however, of underlining that 
it supports only "regular" Democrats 
by specifically repudiating the liberal 

Two Atlanta cops cleared 
in killing of Black youth 

By SAM MANUEL 
ATLANTA- The Fraternal Order 

of Police cheered and applauded the 
decision by an all-white jury here Oct. 
15 acquitting two policemen who killed 
a 15-year-old Black youth last sum-
mer. To the Black community, the 
decision was just one more indication 
that a white cop can kill a Black youth 
-even by shooting him in the back
with impunity. 

On Aug. 4, two white policemen 
rushed to a reported burglary scene. 
According to the Atlanta Constitution, 
the officers were carrying out a routine 
investigation when they recognized 
Andre Moore, a 15-year-old suspect 
in a previous burglary attempt. 

When the cops attempted to arrest 
Moore, the youth allegedly broke 
away and began to run. 

Andre Moore died from one bullet 
that entered his back and exited 
through the abdomen. The Constitu-

tion quotes the officers as stating that 
they fired at Moore "with intent to kill." 

The entire Black community was 
awa:iting the verdict of the jury, but 
none more intensely than the Blacks 
of Summerhill, one of Atlanta's worst 
ghettos. Summerhill was the scene of 
a rebellion by the Black community 
touched off last summer by the murder 
of Andre Moore. 

Leaders of the community responded 
to the jury decision by calling on all 
forces in Atlanta's Black community 
to deal with this case of overt injustice. 

A meeting was held Oct. 17 at the 
Greater Mt. Calvary Church in Sum
merhill, where about 100 Black lead
ers and citizens announced plans to 
mobilize the Black community in pro
test of the verdict. The meeting formu
lated several demands, including one 
for control of the police by the Black 
community. 

Democratic congressional contender 
Bella Abzug on the McCarthyite 
grounds that she was not sufficiently 
hard on communism and the USSR. 

In his Times pro-Democrat article, 
Harrington described fairly accurate
ly the surface appearance of the pres
ent electoral system. "The Democratic 
Party of McGovern, Muskie, Mendel 
Rivers and Eastland faces a Repub
lican Party of Goldwater, Hruska,Jav
its and Hatfield. These fratricidal co
alitions help decide who will be presi
dent and which party will organize 
the houses of Congress. After these 
trivial questions have been settled, the 
parties dissolve, and under normal 
conditions a bipartisan conspiracy of 
Dixiecrats and conservative Repub
licans takes over the legislative branch, 
particularly the House. The system 
is scientifically designed to stifte seri
ous debate about why society is tear
ing itself apart and, of course, to sub
vert any legislation that might deal 
with basic problems." 

This is what Harrington tries to con
vince his listeners can be changed with
in the framework of the two-party elec
toral system. His prescription is to 
reconstruct the labor-Democratic coali
tion around a program representative 
of what George Meany and Hubert 
Humphrey symbolize - that is, the 
union bureaucracy and opportunist 
politics. A compatible combination. 

The argument is that only such a 
supportive coalition can change the 
character of the Democratic Party, but 
why exactly this coalition failed 1n 
the recent past to change the Demo
cratic Party is not dealt with directly. 

Harrington implies, however, with 
statistics and quotations, that campus 
revolts, antiwar demonstrations, Black 
nationalism, the emergence of La 
Raza Unida, and conflicting views of 
the war in Southeast Asia are what 
disturbs the broad coalition around 
the Democratic Party. 

This happens to be very close to 
what George Meany says is wrong 
with the way things have been going. 

Both Meany and Harrington are 
partly right, except they confuse the 
causal sequence of events. Campus 
revolts and antiwar demonstrations 
have caused the labor-Democratic co
alition to falter and show signs of 
weakening. But it was the failure of 
the unions and the Democratic Par
ty and all political tendencies within 
the two-party capitalist system - in 
short, the failure of the system itself-

to solve any of the problems present
ly plaguing society that first gave 
rise to the campus revolts and the 
demonstrations and the disaffection of 
Blacks and other minorities. 

There is interaction between these 
many manifestations of social unrest 
and the weakening of the labor-Demo
cratic coalition as this political pro
cess unfolds. The old relations within 
that coalition can never be restored. 

Harrington keeps talking about how 
this will be possible after the war. "So 
long as the Vietnam tragedy domi
nates our national politics, I do not 
see the possibility of the basic kind of 
realignment I am proposing .... 
Moreover, when the war in Vietnam 
ends ... ," etc. But this is the issue. 
When will the war end? How will it 
be ended? Who will end it'! The orga
nization of those political forces ca
pable of ending the war will create the 
only viable political structure that can 
cope with the basic economic and so
cial ills of this country. 

All the different disaffected groups
the youth, the minorities, the liberal 
intellectuals, including the few "nomi
nal Republicans who are cryptoradi
cals"- do not add up to the forces that 
can organize a "fourth party" to op
erate within the framework of the cap
italist two-party system and change 
that system. Harrington's arithmetic 
is accurate in this respect. But neither 
are there any other social forces, in
cluding the trade unions, that can 
change this two-party system so long 
as they remain locked within it. The 
purpose of the two-party system is 
precisely to render all antagonistic 
class forces subservient to the politics 
of the capitalist class. This is the way 
the capitalists govern society. As a 
minority, they could not hope to rule 
except through a coalition in which 
they are the decisive power. 

They need all sorts of clever strat
egists to explain, as Harrington does, 
how it is not possible to organize a 
"fourth party" as a counterweight with
in the system to George Wallace's 
"third party" because this would only 
help Nixon. But it is possible, says 
Harrington, "after the war," to reor
ganize and restructure the Democratic 
Party if all the dissenters will kindly 
reassemble behind George Meany and 
Hubert Humphrey. 

This is old m11sic, the tune of every 
pied piper who has led the victims and 
opponents of capitalism into the two
party political trap. 

The Stalinists of the Communist Par
ty have their own way of doing the 
same thing. Most confidence men for 
the two-party system use the "lesser
evil" come-on. The Democratic Party 
is no good but it is better than the Re
publican. This approach is too direct 
for the Stalinists. They piously pro
claim that both parties are bad and, 
occasionally, for those who are con
vinced of this, there is even a token 
CP candidate. 

But for the great majority of others 
who shouldn't waste a vote, the main 
thing, the CP solemnly intones, is to 
"defeat Nixon at all costs." This is the 
"greater~vil" technique, patented by 
Earl Browder in 1936 when the CP 
joined the labor-Democratic coalition 
and helped defeat Alf Landon the Re
publican "at all costs." This "sophis
ticated" method has been used by the 
CP ever since without change. It serves 
to stimulate interest in the two-party 
system and helps the capitalist class 
retain monopoly control of electoral 
politics. 

There is a need for and the prospect 
of an alternative to this two-party sys
tem - and not the fake "third" or 
"fourth" capitalist party that is talked 
about. The real alternative to the elec
toral politics of capitalism, the inde
pendent party of the working class, 
will be the subject of another article. 
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Motion test-A West Palm Beach at
torney has filed suit against the coun
ty school system for conducting a ''bra 
test" of students. To stamp out bra
lessness, the county school system re
portedly sends suspects to the school's 
dean of women where they are re
quired to jump up and down. If there 
is too much bounce, the student is 
sent home and instructed to wear a 
bra in the future. 

Forward-looking gift- For that rel
ative or friend who's gloomy about 
the future of our planet, the Neiman
Marcus Xmas catalog is offering an 
80-foot, $550,000 ark. Four-year de
livery. 

For the hen who has everything
From Tiffany's a split-wood egg bas
ket, 9 and 1/2 inches, sterling silver, 
$1,100. Subject to prior sale. Act now. 

Plain-talk dep 't- Reporting that a 
top .Japanese business leader had 
agreed to reopen textile trade negotia
tions with the U.S., the Oct. 24 New 
York Times explained that Kogoro 
Uemura is president of the Japanese 
Federation of Economic Organization 
and, with refreshing candor, added 
that Mr. Uemura "sits on the top level 
of the establishment of businessmen, 
bureaucrats and politicians that gov
erns Japan ... " 

Like a red herring- "Last month 
most of the Argentine Navy put to 
sea after a radar man flashed a re
port of suspected Soviet submarine 
activity. When the Argentine ships ar
rived on the scene the menacing shapes 
turned out to be a couple of copulating 
whales."- Time, Oct. 5. 

How would we manage without 
them?- Those who argue that prac
tically anyone could manage the coun
try as well as those now in charge 
should seriously ask themselves how 
many ordinary people could accom
plish the following: Lamont du Pont 
Copeland Jr., great, great, great 
grandson of the original du Pont and 
currently employed as securities ana
lyst in the giant trust's treasury de
partment, advised the courts he pres
ently has personal assets of $26-mil
lion and liabilities of $63-million. 

It just seems that way- Batten, Bar
ton, Durstine & Osborn, the hucksters, 
claim they've laid to rest the persis
tent notion that the average American 
is exposed to nearly 1,500 ads a day. 
BBD& 0 says it's really only 285 a 
day for men and 305 for women. 

Pure science - Jack Crawford of 
Berkeley was fired as a human guinea 
pig in a NASA nutrition experiment 
for the astronaut program. Dismissal 
came after he refused to sign a no
sex oath demanded of substitute astro
nauts after NASA learned they were 
engaging in homework during twice
weekly visiting hours. Crawford filed 
a back-pay suit. NASA lawyers re
sponded that the experiments involved 
measuring waste and energy output 
and sex constituted an "unauthorized 
energy output." At least they didn't 
consider it a waste. 

-HARRY RING 
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Building an independent Chicano party 

Photo by Dave Warren 

Rudolfo "Corky" Gonzales 

LA RAZA! WHY A CHICANO PAR
TY? WHY CHICANO STUDIES? 
Pathfinder Press. Inc. 873 Broadway, 
New York, N.Y. 10003. 16pp. 30 
cents. 

LA RAZA UNIDA PARTY IN TEX
AS. Pathfinder Press, Inc. 873 Broad
way, New York, N.Y. 10003. 16pp. 
25 cents. 

These two pamphlets are about the 
building of an independent national
ist party of the Chicano people- the 
second largest minority in this coun-
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try. The first, La Raza!, is a sympo
sium at California State College, Hay
ward, Calif., Nov. 13-14, 1969. There 
are eight participants, mostly students, 
all activists in the Chicano liberation 
movement. One, Rudolfo "Corky" 
Gonzales, is the nationally prominent 
chairman of the Denver Crusade for 
Justice and an initiator of the Colo
rado Raza Unida Party. 

This symposium is far-ranging, 
touching upon many basic questions. 

First off is the way a minority people 
can participate effectively in electoral 
politics. One participant posed a ques
tion: Should such a popular labor 
leader as Cesar Chavez be supported 
if he decided to run for public office 
in the Democratic Party primary? 

Then came the question of whether 
electoral politics can be useful. 

One of the most basic questions of 
all, that of program, was raised when 
another participant raised this ques
tion: "It seems to me that if we started 
a political party according to the view 
of the socialist as spoken, we might 
alienate many of the people from the 
Crusade for Justice, the Alianza, the 
Huelga people, because, how many 
socialist Chicanos are there now in 
the Bay Area? Socialists with a cap
ital S?" 

Corky Gonzales, speaking of the lib
erating power of Chicano nationalism, 
said, "We had communalism and so
cialism hundreds of years before the 
white man ever hit these shores." 

The second pamphlet, La Raza Uni
da Party in Texas, tells about the ac
tivity of the independent Chicano par
ty that won a school board election 
and councilmanic election on April 
4, 1970, in Crystal City, Texas. Here 
is a living answer to many of the 
questions raised earlier in the Cali
fornia symposium. 

These election victories and what 

Tapp Rood, Bloomington, Ind. 47401. 
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Raza Unida accomplished after the 
election, are movingly described. in 
talks by Mario Compean and Jose 
Gutierrez. Compean is chairman of 
the Mexican-American Youth Orga
nization (MAYO); and Gutierrez, for
mer MAYO chairman, is presently, 
at 25, the leader of La Raza Unida 
Party. Gutierrez was one of three Chi
canos elected to the Crystal City school 
board. He is chairman of the board. 

Immediately upon election they 
changed the school by filling teacher 
vacancies with Chicanos. All students 
were served free breakfasts provided 
by the school. 

Gutierrez compares this with other 
"free breakfast" programs. "Everyone 
publicizes the fact that the Panthers 
are feeding kids all over the country. 
And everybody pours out money at 
cocktail parties and gets very con
cerned about little kids eating in the 
morning. 

"Well, right now in Crystal City any 
kid who wants to eat can eat. Free 
breakfast in all schools." 

His comments about the liberal Tex
as Democrat, Ralph Yarborough, 
should be of interest to those who be
moan Yarborough's defeat. "He's per
fectly content with the bigoted sheriff 
and Captain Allee (Texas Rangers) 
and the guys that break the strikes 
in El Rio Grande City .... Well, he 
gets beaten, and he knows why." 

The success of La Raza Unida :Par
ty is a fascinating story that should 
be of particular interest to Blacks and 
other national minorities of this coun
try. 

For those who will want to read 
more on the power of minority par
ties, another pamphlet by Pathfinder, 
George Breitman's How a Minority 
Can Change Society, is also recom
mended. 

-F.L. 
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Supersnooper sniffs out a 'plot' 

J. Edgar Hoover learns 
YSA fights for socialism 

The Nixon administration is con
ducting a systematic campaign to curb 
the activities of the student movement. 
A principal weapon in this campaign 
has been recent Internal Revenue Ser
vice guidelines designed to compel col
lege administrations to deny students 
the use of campus facilities for·their 
activities. This is done on the fake 
claim that such activities conflict with 
a college's tax-exempt status and pro
vide the basis for rescinding such 
exemption. 

These moves have been accompa
nied by stepped-up red-baiting, with 
super snooper J. Edgar Hoover play
ing a principal role in the smear at
tacks. One such attack by Hoover 
was leveled against the Young Social
ist Alliance and Student Mobilization 
Committee in an article for a Veterans 
of Foreign Wars publication. The fol
lowing review of that article is from 
Intercontinental Press, Oct. 12 

• • • 
The September 1970 issue of the 

monthly V. F. W. Magazine, published 
in Kansas City, Missouri, contains 
an eloquent sounding of alarm en
titled "The Red University." The sub
title reads: "Goal of Trotskyist Com
munism in the U.S." 

"A college student strode across the 
university campus," the FBI chief be
gins, in Dick Tracy comic strip style. 
"He was a clean-cut young man, his 
hair cut short, wearing a pair of 
brown trousers and a white sports 
shirt. There was nothing of the beat
nik or hippie type in his appearance." 

Who is this apparent innocent? No 
innocent at all! He is carrying some
thing? What? Marijuana? Heroin? A 
bomb? Far worse: he is carrying noth
ing less than a copy of the Young 
Socialist magazine! 

This issue of the magazine [Septem
ber 1969], Hoover reveals, contained 
an article entitled "YSA Program for 
the Campus Revolt." He quotes a 
paragraph calculated to send shivers 
oscillating in the spines of all true 
patriots of the VFW: 

Chief Gumshoe 

"The concept of a 'Red University' 
oriented toward the need of the work
ing class and the oppressed first arose 
in Europe. The concept means that 
the university ought to be transformed 
from a factory producing robots into 
an organizing center for anticapital
ist activities, a generator of revolu
tionary education, an arena for mo
bilizing youth in the struggle for the 
complete transformation of society." 

Hoover now gives his audience a 
small dose of pedagogy,. bringing 
them up to date on the latest intri
cacies of "Communism." 

"Much less has been heard about 
the Trotskyist brand of Communism 
than the Stalinist Communists of the 
Communist Party, USA. The Trotsky
ists are old-line, orthodox Marxist
Leninists, basing their idealogy [sic] 
on the teachings of Marx, Engels and 
Lenin .... " 

"For years, the Trotskyists ... were 
orphans in the ideological vineyards 
of the left. They were small, ineffec
tual and virtually forgotten when com
pared to the much larger Communist 
Party, USA. 

"But the tables have now turned. 
The Trotskyists, especially its [sic] 
youth group (YSA was founded in 
the late 1950's), have shown a vast 
membership growth and resurgence 
in the last 24 months until YSA is 
today the largest and best organized 
youth group in left-wing radicalism. 
Trotskyist influence is especially 
strong in the youth field, particular
ly on the college campus. 

"For example, at YSA's National 
Convention in Minneapolis last Decem
ber, roughly 1,000 members and ob
servers were in attendance. Enthusi
asm was high. The convention was 
effectively organized and run. A num
ber of new recruits were obtained." 

The successes of the YSA have ob
viously either greatly disturbed the 
aging chief of the FBI or given him 
what he considers to be a priceless 
new argument in seeking funds from 
Congress for his political police: 

"Under the banner of Leon Trot
sky, old-line Communism- virtually 
unopposed- is making an almost un
believable comeback in the nation. 
Here lies a danger of great magni
tude .... " 

"Today there are an estimated 50 
YSA chapters on college campuses 
throughout the nation. They operate 
openly and effectively, representing or
thodox Communism's most extensive 
current beachhead in higher educa
tion." 

Not at all deterred by such consid
erations as consistency, Hoover ac
cuses the YSA of not working "open
ly and effectively" but of boring se
cretly from within: 

"A ready-made channel of Trotsky
ist influence on the college campus 
is the Student Mobilization Committee 
(SMC). The SMC is a nationwide an
tiwar group which, along with the 
New Mobilization Committee to End 
the War in Vietnam [the New Mobi
lization Committee is in fact at this 
point all but defunct- IP], has influ
enced literally thousands of students, 
faculty members .and others against 
the war in.Vietnam. SMC has received 

Indict YSAer ·for 'trespass' 
CARBONDALE, Ill.- Dale Garee, a former student at Southern Illinois 

University here, appeared in Jackson County courthouse Oct. 27 to 
answer charges of "criminal trespass" as a result of allegedly violating 
a decree banning him from the SIU campus. Garee, a member of the 
Young Socialist Alliance and a former leader of the Student Mobiliza
tion Committee here, faces a maximum sentence of one year in jail and 
a fine of $1,000. 

Garee was arrested Sunday morning, Oct. 25, by campus security 
guards. He was in Carbondale with some friends who were attending 
the United Front for Survival Conference held here this past weekend. 
He was <!harged with violating a state statute prohibiting "criminal tres
pass to state-supported land." 

Garee had been formally barred from appearing on campus by SIU 
president Delyte Morris following an SMC demonstration held on campus 
last July at which Garee spoke. At that time he was informed that his 
"presence on campus [would] be to the detriment of this academic com
munity and inimical to the university's pursuit of its assigned function." 

Garee, who now lives in Chicago, had been a member of SDS. Dur
ing last May's demonstrations here he was arrested in a police raid 
on an SDS center and charged with unlawful assembly, but the charges 
were later dropped. 

The arraignment this morning was postponed until Nov. 6, so that 
legal counsel for: Garee can be obtained. A number of students from 
SIU accompanied Garee to the courthouse here, protesting his arrest 
and protesting the law which gives the university president and board 
of trustees the right to arbitrarily bar individuals from campus. 

Students, faculty, and community people are organizing a defense 
committee to provide legal defense for Garee, to publicize the case, and 
to raise funds to cover expenses. Inquiries and donations can be sent 
to Dale Garee Defense Fund, c/o Jack Hammond, 910 E. Park, Car
bondale, Ill. 62901. 

extensive publicity in the national 
news media and its leaders are fre
quently intervi~wed as 'representatives' 
of student opposition to the American 
presence in Vietnam. 

"Early in 1970, an SMC National 
Conference was held in Cleveland, 
Ohio, for the purpose of organizing 
antiwar protest strategy. Some 4,000 
individuals of varying ideological 
backgrounds attended. Yet, few peo
ple know that SMC is controlled by 
the Trotskyists. YSA and SWP lead
ers hold top positions in the SMC 
and call the signals." 

Hoover views with alarm what is 
happening on the high-school cam
puses, too: 

". . . the Trotskyists also have a 
well-functioning program aimed at 
high school students. They know that 
if students are radicalized at this age 
they are more apt to become militant 
revolutionaries in college. The Trot
skyists have made considerable prog
ress at a number of high schools. 

"In one instance, for example, a 
group of Trotskyist adherents in one 
school openly proclaimed support of 
Socialist Workers Party candidates for 
their area . . . They set forth other 
demands, saying that unless these de
mands were met they could no longer 
participate in the morning activities 
of their school, such as the pledge of 
allegiance." 

Trotskyism, in fact, is to be seen just 
about everywhere. Opposition inside 
the armed forces to fighting and dying 
for Ky and Thleu in Vietnam? That's 
straight Trotskyism: 

"Mention should also be made, in 
discussing the Trotskyist attempt to 
reach young people, of YSA 's and 
SMC's 'GI Antiwar Movement,' where
by YSA and SMC members encourage 
Gls to challenge military regulations, 
to agitate among their comrades 
against the Vietnam War and to de
mand what YSA calls their 'constitu
tional rights.'" 

The great defender of the American 
Way of Life and Death cannot con
ceive of constitutional rights of Amer
icans, it seems, except as a synonym 
for Trotskyism: 

"In a northern state a bus pulls into 

the terminal. It is loaded with off-duty 
G Is coming from their base to spend 
Sunday afternoon and evening in the 
city. On the sidewalk stands a group 
of some five or six college students
members of YSA. As the Gls alight, 
the students hand out leaflets which 
denounce the Vietnam War and urge 
the Gis to 'stand up for peace and 
dgainst militarism.'" 

In fact, it is highly unlikely that 
many leaflets - whether written by 
members of the YSA or any other 
organization- would use the pedes
trian slogans that lifted the hair on 
Hoover's head straight up. In any 
case, he is sure that such language 
has an almost magical effect: 

"No wonder a recent Trotskyist pub
lication could brag: 'The growth of 
the anti-war movement among the Gis 
adds powerful new forces to the anti
war movement-forces in a key stra
tegic position from which to campaign 
against the war. Anti-war actions led 
or initiated by G Is are increasing. G I 
anti-war papers are proliferating, and 
on-post battles for constitutional rights 
to oppose the war are becoming a 
regular feature of life in the armed 
forces.'" 

Fortunately for the future of the 
world, America has its Hoover just 
as ancient Rome had its Horatio, 
who stood so valiantly at the bridge, 
whacking away at the barbarian 
hordes while shouting to the great 
"silent majority" for assistance: 

"To meet this Trotskyist challenge, 
we must be positive in our support 
of America- its ideals, its values, its 
principles. 

"As never before, America needs 
help. In today's world, with so many 
forces endeavoring to disrupt demo
cratic government, each citizen must 
be willing to stand up and boldly 
say: 'You can count on me.'" 

We foresee a promising market for 
a new badge on the American campus 
-Hoover's mug framed in glowing 
red words: "Yon can count on me." 

READING LIST. Pathfinder 
Press will be glad to-meet your 
request for a ~ catalog. 




