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Nixon's phony 
fwithdrawal' 

Whatever Nixon says in his 
Nov. 3 speech it would be 
wise to keep in mind the rec
ord of performance. Here 
are the official Pentagon fig
ures for the number of troops 
in Vietnam during a recent 
six week period, as reported 
by 1 F. Stone's Weekly: 

Aug. 31 ....... 509,800 
Sept. 4 . . . . . . . 509, 600 
Sept. 11 ....... 508,000 
Sept. 18 . . . . . . . 510,200 
Sept 25 ... . ... 511,500 
Oct. 2 . . . . . . . 509, 600 
Net withdrawal . . ... 200 
At this rate it would take 294 
years to withdraw all U.S. 
troops from Vietnm. 

ANTIWAR GI'S. Marines returning from Viet
nam let pho tographers know how they feel 

about the war as their ship sails into San 
Diego naval harbor. 
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Laos ''volunteer'' saved by the bell 
Sure he was going to die 

San Francisco, Calif. 
I've been reading with interest your 

articles on Laos. When I was in the 
Army in 1960-62 as a draftee, I "vol
unteered" for duty in Laos. It happened 
just at the time I finished Engineer 
Supply School at Ft. Belvoir, Va., in 
March of 1961. 

About 15 or so of us who graduated 
in that particular class were taken off 
to the side and informed that we had 
just volunteered for duty in Laos. We 
were, it is true, given the opportunity 
to refuse the assignment, but none of 
us did. Personally, I was young and 
naive and didn't really see any reason, 
outside of self-preservation, for refus
ing an assignment to a combat zone, 
and it just didn't seem right to me 
that I should refuse when others were 
going. (I found out later that every
one else stayed for the same stupid 
reason.) 

Anyway, we were all put on a supply 
team, cleared for secret classification, 
and given briefings on Laos and the 
Laotian situation. From these briefings 
I learned two things: 

1) If discovered or captured in Laos, 
we would be on our own, and would 
be disclaimed by the United States 
Army. In other words, we would be 
there secretly and illegally. That's why 
the assignment was voluntary, and not 
mandatory. This is the most impor
tant thing I learned-that the govern
ment will do anything it has to to 
achieve its ends. (This seems a com
monplace now, but at the time it shocked 
me.) 

2) As far as survival goes, the brief
ings were a joke. We were no more 
prepared for survival than if we had 
just stepped out of the crib. More often 
than not, our "briefings" were given 
to us out of Time magazine, which 
many of us had read a week before. 
It was a running joke in our outfit. 
(For the record, we were assigned to 
temporary duty with the 91st Engineer 
Battalion at Ft. Belvoir, Va., for this 
period. We made out our wills, etc., 
in preparation for entering a combat 
zone.) 

That's what I learned from the brief
ings. But what I learned from my ex
perience was even more important, as 
I see it now. First, I learned that I, 
myself, didn't want to kill or be killed. 
I walked the streets of Washington, 
D. C. (near Ft. Belvoir) many a week
end cursing those who didn't have to 
be in the Army and risk their lives. 
I was sure I was going to die in the 
jungles of Laos. 

Second, I was antiwar and so was 
every single G I on my supply team, 
without exception- and that includes 
RA's as well as US's. (RA is a vol
untary enlistee; US is a draftee.) Every 

time the news would come on, we would 
have our ears glued to the radio to 
see what was developing in Laos, 
hoping it would end so we wouldn't 
have to go. 

We were lucky. The Geneva Confer
ence came to our rescue. A lot of guys 
haven't been so lucky since then. 

The antiwar movement's turn towards 
the G Is is the best thing it could ever 
do, next to ending the war itself. And 
it's a big step towards ending the war 
if Gls still feel the way we did when I 
was in the Army, and it looks like 
they do. Bring all the troops home 
now! Venceremos! 

Ronald Wittmaack 
Former Cannon Fodder 

#US 55 700 475 

College poll majority 

fall offensive participation 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 
The turnout for the Moratorium left 

little doubt about how widespead anti
war sentiment is in this country. An 
indication of the tremendous rise of 
this sentiment in the last year is pro
vided in a column called "College Poll" 
(in the New York Column-Knicker
bocker, Oct. 24 issue), which surveys 
college student opinion on over 100 
campuses. 

"Whereas last year less than half of 
the students told College Poll interview
ers that we made a mistake in going 
into Vietnam," says the column, "this 
fall eight out of ten students expressed 
disagreement with the decision to send 
troops to Southeast Asia" 

The article goes on to claim that 
the "college campus consensus" backs 
the Goodell plan (though no figures 
are given on this question). However, 
it is indicated further on that students 
are not leaving it to the Goodells to 
see that the war is ended. For while 
last fall "even at the height of anti
Johnson administration feelings, [only] 

IF YOU SUPPORT THE ANTIWAR MOVEMENT, THE 
BLACK LIBERATION STRUGGLE, THE FIGHT FOR SO
CIALIST DEMOCRACY IN EASTERN EUROPE, A SO
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one out of five would have joined anti
war demonstrations on the campus," 
this fall three out of four intend to 
join antiwar actions. 

That comes to almost six million stu
dents ready to strike against the war. 
All out to build the November 13 and 
14 Moratorium! Build the Nov. 15 
mass march on Washington to bring 
all the troops home now! 

Gary Miller 

SDS still exists at Colgate 

Hamilton, N. Y. 
In your Oct. 17 issue, your "Report 

on Upstate NY SDSs" stated that YSA 
"has become the campus radical orga
nization," and that SDS "closed up when 
its leadership joined the YSA" Both 
these statements are incorrect. SDS was 
temporarily inactive in September since 
most of its leadership graduated last 
June. Only one of last year's SDS lead
ers joined the YSA SDS was reactivated 
by four sophomores, myself included; 
its membership is approximately 20 
(mainly freshmen). YSA's membership 
is considerably smaller. 

Please correct this error in your next 
issue. 

Kris DiLorenzo 
Colgate University 

[The article, "Report on Upstate NY 
SDSs," by Lawrence Birkner, was based 
on visits made by the author to a num
ber of Upstate campuses. He visited 
Colgate in late September. At that time, 
according to the YSAers there, SDS 
was not functioning, as you also in
dicate in your letter was the case. Col
gate YSAers confirm that since then 
several students have reactivated SDS 
and that SDS's business meetings have 
drawn larger numbers than the YSA 
has had at its regular meetings. 
-Editor.] 

Persistent critic 

Irvington, N.J. 
In answer to my letter in The Militant 

of Oct. 3 referring to the Palestinian 
guerrillas, you said that the dispos
sessed are justified to fight the dispos
sessor. That seems to make sense. How
ever, certain facts have been overlooked 
and deserve consideration. 

In all guerrilla warfare against a 
capitalist government, the guerrillas are 
based within the country whose govern
ment they are trying to defeat, an in
ternal revolution. Al Fatah guerrillas 
are attacking Israel from the outside. 

Also, in order for guerrilla warfare 
to succeed, the population of the coun
try whose government they are fight
ing has to be on the side of the 
guerrillas, as mentioned by Che 
Guevara. But most of the people living 
in Israel now are against the Arab 
guerrillas. 

The Arab guerrillas are fighting the 
same enemy as the reactionary Arab 
governments and would serve only to 
help these governments defeat and elim
inate Israel and not bring socialism 
at all. Thus many Israeli people would 
become dispossessed who never took 
part in dispossessing the Palestinian 
Arabs. This could lead to further mas
sacre of Jews by the Arab governments 
and Al Fatah with all their good so
cialistic intentions would not have the 
power to stop it. 

For these reasons, I feel the Arab 
guerrillas should not be favored or 
supported as The Militant does. And 
certainly not the Arab reactionary gov
ernments. 

I believe all Arab guerrillas should 
strive to defeat their own capitalist re
gimes, where they are based (an in-
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ternal revolution), and establish a so
cialist democracy setting an example 
for the Israelis to do the same. 

If I am wrong this time I would 
like you to explain my errors. But 
if I am right I think it would be proper 
to admit it. 

D. A 
[We have answered this argument a 

number of times in the pages of The 
Militant. It is dealt with extensively in 
the following, available from Merit 
Publishers, 873 Broadway, New York 
10003: 

[Zionism and the Arab Revolution: 
The Myth of Progressive Israel, by Peter 
Buch, 35 cents; How Can the Jews 
Survive: A Socialist Answer to Zionism, 
by George Novack, 25 cents; "The 
Arabs, the Jews and History," a speech 
by Jon Rothschild in the July 1969 
Young Socialist, 25 cents; and Burning 
Issues of the Mideast Crisis, by Peter 
Buch, 40 cents. -Editor.] 

L.A. welfare workers 

take part in Moratorium 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
Within the Los Angeles County De

partment of Public Social Services (the 
welfare department), there was parti
cipation in the Oct. 15 Vietnam Mora
torium in several district offices. 

At the Metro-East; Belvedere center, 
over 100 people marched in front of 
the nearby draft board office on their 
lunch hour. 

Workers from the Exposition Park 
office and from the welfare complex 
at Adams and Grand joined the mas
sive demonstration in Exposition Park 
at the University of Southern California. 

In the conservative Cudahy/ Bell of
fice, some one-third of the staff wore 
black armbands during the day, and 
a group of 25 marched in front of the 
office at noon. 

Long Beach employees participated 
with 5,000 others in a major action 
in that city. 

In addition to the marches, some 
workers spent the day rapping with 
clients about the war. Still others stayed 
away from work to participate in other 
Moratorium activities going on within 
the county. 

Walter Lippman 

Transitional Program 
for Black Liberation 

A programmatic proposal for the 
building of a mass black liberation 
party, this important document was 
adopted by the 23rd National Con
vention of the Socialist Workers Party. 

Now in an attractive 8-1/2 x 11 
pamphlet for wide clistribution. 

25~ 
Merit Publishers, 873 Broadway 

New York, N.Y. 10003 
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Original goal met; 

on our way 

to escalated target 
By BEV SCOTT 

Business Manager 
OCT. 29 - Success! In mid-Septem

ber we announced our two-month cam
paign for 4, 000 new readers of The 
Militant and Young Socialist. And now, 
six weeks later, we have already ful
filled that goal, and in the remaining 
two weeks we are going on for an es
calated target of 5,500 new readers. 

Six more cities have increased their 
quotas this week. Philadelphia and the 
Twin Cities have both risen from 200 
to 250, Berkeley is jumping from 225 
to 275, Atlanta from 125 to 150, Prov
idence from 40 to 55, and Kansas City 
from 30 to 50. This makes a total of 
15 cities that have boosted their goals 
during this drive as they have discov
ered how easy it is to sell the combina
tion subscription. 

We received a letter from the Hay-

ward, Calif. YSA explaining how they 
were able to make their dramatic leap 
on the scoreboard this week. "I'm sure 
that you've noticed our local dragging 
behind on the scoreboard, but we mean 
to change that. We have organized sell
ing teams of up to four people, who 
go out every day during lunch hour 
and sell subs, Militants and Young So
cialists in the student union and cafe
teria. Today in a little less than an 
hour, we sold 7 subs and 35 of our 
bundle of 50 Militants that had just 
arrived this morning. We are finding 
that it's not hard to sell something 
that yol.l really want people to read." 
Carol S. from Washington, D. C. 

writes: "We had some results from put
ting a mail-in sub coupon on the back 
of a leaflet announcing a meeting we'd 
scheduled. We handed these out Oct. 15, 
and two days later had three replies. 

I Wall Street Journal concerned I 
On the 40th anniversary of the 1929 

crash of the stock market, a number 
of businessmen and economists have 
been asking themselves, "can it happen 
again?' 

Although the consensus of opinion 
in the New York financial press leanr 
toward a negative answer, one notable 
exception appeared in the editorial col
umns of the Wall Street Journal Oct. 27. 

The editors of the influential finan
cial newspaper tended to agree with 
other financial experts that most of the 
technical regulations (or lack of them) 
on stock purchases that contributed to 
that devastating collapse have been suf
ficiently reformed. 

But, argue the Wall Street Journal 
editors, one must also look to the social 
forces at work in contemporary society. 
And on this score, they hold, there is 
room for "misgiving on economic as 
well as social and political grounds." 

"What, for example, will be the econ
omic consequences of the various rev
olutions and disenchantments afflicting 
the nation?' the Wall StreetJournalasks. 

"It is easy enough to discount as too 
small the extreme radicals who want 

to destroy American institutions. The 
disquieting fact nonetheless seems to 
be that a very sizable minority ofyoung 
people think there are things basically 
wrong with the society, with business, 
with the profit principle, with the work 
ethic. 

"We are not disposed to imagine that 
those attitudes will vanish with the end 
of the Vietnam war; the disillusionment, 
or whatever, appears to run deep. 

"Once such people assume positions 
of power or influence in government, 
business and labor, their d'ecisions can 
mightily affect the course of the econ
omy. Unless they do in fact change, 
the influence can scarcely be salutary ... " 

One can well question the Wall Street 
Journal's assumption that those disen
chanted with the system will be joining 
it, that is, that they will "assume posi
tions of power ... " etc. One helpful 
step in assuring they won't be so co
opted is by getting the maximum num
ber of them reading revolutionary pub
lications like The Militant and Young 
Socialist. Or, to be subtle about it, spur 
the revolutionary process by spurring 
our subscription drive! 

Militant-Young Socialist 
subscription scoreboard 

City Quota New Subs Cleveland, Ohio 250 179 
Phoenix, Ariz. 30 44 New York, N.Y. 850 605 
Lawrence, Kan. 30 33 Chicago, Ill. 275 190 
Boulder, Colo. 60 63 San Diego, Calif. 45 28 
Newark, N.J. 35 36 Champaign, Ill. 30 18 
Boston, Mass. 275 280 Ypsilanti, Mich. 25 15 
Madison, Wis. 75 74 Houston, Texas 50 29 
Antioch College, Ohio 30 28 Washington, D. C. 75 43 
Binghamton, N. Y 100 91 Gainesville, Fla. 35 20 
Philadelphia, Pa. 250 220 Bloomington, Ind. 30 17 
Providence, R.I. 55 48 Austin, Texas 150 83 
Twin Cities, Minn. 250 202 Seattle, Wash. 150 58 
Kansas City, Mo. 50 40 Ann Arbor, Mich. 75 25 
San Francisco, Calif. 350 276 East lansing, Mich. 30 10 
Detroit, Mich. 275 211 Glen Ellyn, Ill. 15 5 
St. louis, Mo. 30 23 Portland, Ore. 20 5 
Atlanta, Ga. 150 114 logan, Utah 25 4 
Kent, Ohio 75 56 Albany, N.Y. 25 3 
Berkeley, Calif. 275 201 Carbondale, Ill. 25 3 
DeKalb, Ill. 80 58 General 425 297 
Hayward, Calif. 40 29 
los Angeles, Calif. 400 211 Till a! 5520 4052 

Wanted: Salesmen for socialism 

Hundreds of YSAers, SWPers and supporters of The Militant 
will take part in a giant sale of The Militant to antiwar demon
strators Nov. 15. 

All fall, supporters of this paper have been working to make 
Nov. 15 as large and militant as possible. But, as socialists, we 
also have the obligation to }:>ring our basic socialist ideas to as 
many of the hundreds of thousands of demonstrators as we can. 
The special issue we will be selling will feature a number of ana
lytical articles about socialism and imperialism. 

The fight against war is also the fight to build a strong socialist 
movement. Join us in this effort to introduce tens of thousands 
of new people to the ideas of socialism! 

In next week's issue, we will have information on the address of 
a YSA/ SWP movement center in Washington, which will also be 
the central distribution point for Militant and Young Socialist 
salesmen. Meanwhile, information on the sale can be obtained by 
contacting the YSA or SWP chapter in your area as listed in the 
directory on page 15. 

See you Nov. 15! 

We are planning a 'blitz' on the dorms 
this week a la Philadelphia." 

Mike Arnall of New York has been 
setting the pace for the city, with over 
70 subscriptions. He reported recently 
that he has been selling most of his 
subs in one dormitory at Columbia 
University. He is now so well known 
there that one night recently when he 
knocked on a door the fellow who an
swered looked at him for a second, and 
before Mike had a chance to say a 
word, called back into the room, "Any
one here want to buy a Militant sub
scription?' Several did. 

Pentagon seeks 
to put damper 

on Death March 
In an apparent attempt to frighten 

away prospective participants in the 
March Against Death slated for Nov. 13 
to 15 in Washington, D. C., as part of 
the national antiwar action, the Penta
gon promulgated new rules on Oct. 
27 pertaining to Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

The new regulations ban "any ser
vice, ceremony or demonstration" not 
approved by the cemetery superinten
dent. They also outlaw picketing; dam
age to gravestones, trees and shrubs; 
"orators," placards, banners or foreign 
flags; fighting, "tumultuous behavior," 
obscenity and abuse, coarse gestures, 
and "unreasonable noise." 

The Death March is scheduled to be
gin at midnight on Nov. 13 and con
tinue into the morning of Nov. 15. 
Each marcher in the single-file proces
sion will carry a placard bearing the 
name of one American who has died 
in Vietnam, and that name will be 
called out as the marcher passes before 
the White House. The march will end 
at the Capitol, where the name plac
ards will be placed in caskets and later 
carried to the White House gate. 

Afro teachers set 
Brooklyn lecture 

BROOKLYN, N. Y.-The Mrican
American Teachers Association is spon
soring an educational lecture, "On Cor
rect Education for Black Youth," fea
turing John E. Churchville, director of 
the Freedom Library Day School in 
Philadelphia. Brother Churchville has 
also appeared on "In Black America" 
on CBS-TV in 1968, as one who has 
made outstanding achievements in the 
field of education. 

The lecture will be held Sunday, Nov. 
2, 3 p.m., in the "H" building of the 
Long Island University, at Flatbush 
Extension and DeKalb Avenue in 
Brooklyn. 

The "general" category has continued 
to grow with the help of a number of 
people who live in cities other than those 
having taken a quotaonthescoreboard. 
Two YSAers at Colgate Univ. in Hamil
ton, N.Y. have taken the lead with 46 
subscriptions. The newly formed YSA 
local in Columbus, Ohio is close behind 
with 36 subs. Ten subs were sold by 
YSA members at Bard College in An
nandale-on-Hudson, N.Y., and eight 
by a YSAer in Mansfield, Pa. We have 
also received subscriptions from the fol
lowing cities: Turlock, Calif. and Santa 
Rosa, Calif., 6 each; Amherst, Mass., 5; 
4 each from Dallas, Tex., Athens, Ohio, 
Hebron, Maine, and Colorado Springs, 
Colo.; and Johnstown, Pa. and Ojai, 
Calif., 3 each. 

Servicemen used to be hesitant to get 
a subscription to a radical paper. 
That's changed quite a bit. We have 
received at least a dozen subs from G Is 
since our drive began. And I'm sure 
many others would be ready to sub
scribe if they were told about The Mil
itant and YS. 

For example, aren't the men pictured 
on our front page potential readers? 

And think what it would have meant 
to the former GI, whose letter appears 
on the second page, if he had been 
reading The Militant then. There will 
be many Gis at the Nov. 15 demonstra
tions in San Francisco and Washing
ton, D. C. Let's make sure that they all 
get the opportunity to subscribe to the 
country's top socialist antiwar publica
tions. 

AUSTIN 

SOOAUSTS AND THE ANTIWAR MOVEMENT. 

Speaker: Travis Burgeson. Fri., Nov. 7, 8 p.m., 2200 

Guadalupe. Ausp. Militant Forum. 

• 
BOSTON 

FROM REBELliON TO REVOLUTION IN IRELAND? 

Speaker: Gerry Foley. Fri., Nov. 7, 8:15 p.m., 295 

Huntington Ave. (1 bl. from Mass. Ave.) Rm. 307 

Ausp. Militant labor Forum. 

• 
NEW YORK 

NIXON'S SPEECH AND THE PROSPECTS FOR NOV. 

13-15. Speaker: Carol Lipman, nat'l. exec. sec'y., Stu· 

dent Mobilization; Mike Weisman, High School Co

ordinator, New York SMC; B. R. Washington, cochair· 

man, Third World CommiHee lor Solidarity with Viet· 

nom. Fri., Nov. 7, 8:30 p.m., S73 B'way (nr. 18th St.) 

.Contrib. S]; high school 50c. Ausp. Militant labor 

Forum. 

PANEL ON WOMEN'S liBERATION. Thurs. Nov. 6, 

7 p.m. 201 Fayerweather, Columbia U, 116 and Broad

way. Ausp. Young Socialist Forum. 

• 
PHILADELPHIA 

DEFEND Gl DISSENT. Speakers: Andrew Pulley, Gls 

United Against the War in Vietnam; Rev. Jesse Ander

son; Ethel Taylor, WSP; Spencer Coote, AClU. Fri., 

Nov. 7, 8 p.m., Ethical Society, 1906 S. RiHenhouse 

Sq. Contrib. S] Ausp. Gl Civil liberties Defense Com

mittee. 
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Twisters Incorporated 

A case history of the 
Browder syndrome 

By TOM KERRY 
James Connolly, the great Irish rev

olutionary socialist, executed in 1916 
for leading the Easter insurrection 
against British imperialism, hated cap
italist exploitation, imperialist oppres
sion, ruling class injustice, and those 
responsible for it. Above all, he hated 
those misleaders of labor who warped 
and mangled working class principles 
to deceive, disorient and betray the 
masses. To pillory these worthies, Con
nolly coined the term "twisters," which 
he employed as an expression of the 
utmost scorn and contempt. 

I was reminded of Connolly's revul
sion to twisters as I listened last week 
to a television interview with the New 
York mayoral candidate of the Com
munist Party, Rasheed Storey. Storey 
insisted that the primary issue in the 
New York mayoral election is the de
feat of the "ultra-right." The ultraright, 
affirmed Storey, was personified by 
the "reactionary and racist can
didates" Mario Procaccino, nominee 
of the Democratic party and John 
Marchi, nominee of the Republican 
and Conservative parties. The welfare 
of the people of New York and of the 
entire country required thatProcaccino 
and Marchi be defeated at all costs. 

Does this mean, the interviewer soft
ly interjected, that the Communist Par
ty favors the election of the incum
bent mayor, Liberal party candidate 
John Lindsay? No, not exactly, was 
the rejoinder, we have our differences 
with Lindsay for which we criticize 
him but he has many things to his 
credit. But the main danger ... etc., 
etc. 

The October 23 issue of the Daily 
World, national spokesman for the 
American Communist Party, enlarges 
on the "main danger" theme in a fea
ture article entitled: "CP's Role in New 
York City Election." "The danger from 
the ultraright is growing in the city 

Socialist scholars 
in N.Y. conference 

NEW YORK-"Agencies of Social 
Change: Toward a Revolutionary Strat
egy for Advanced Industrial Countries" 
will be discussed at an ali-day con
ference scheduled for Town Hall, Sat
urday, Nov. 29, under the joint aus
pices of The Bertrand Russell Peace 
Foundation of America and the So
cialist Scholars Conference. 

European socialists slated for the pro
gram are Ernest Mandel, editor of the 
Belgian paper, La Gauche and Andre 
Gorz, an editor of Les Temps Modernes. 
Paul Sweezy, co-editor of the Monthly 
Review, will participate in the panel 
discussion. 

Other participants are: James O'Con
nor, The Economist, Stanley Arono
witz of The Guardian, Steve Zeluck, 
president of the New Rochelle Federa
tion of Teachers, and Art Fox of UAW 
Local 600 in Detroit. 

All-day tickets are $4 ($3 for stu
dents and unemployed); single session 
tickets are $2. 50. There will be a ses
sion in the morning (from 10 til 1) 
and one in the afternoon (2 to 5). 
For tickets write: The Bertrand Rus
sell Peace Foundation of America, Inc., 
156 Fifth Ave., Room 1003, New 
York, N.Y. 10010. 

and country," it warns. In New York 
City, the ultraright is represented by 
Procaccino and Marchi. Ergo? "We 
call on all progressives, Reform Demo
crats, Liberal party members not just 
to tail Lindsay but demand that he 
come out fighting against the reac
tionaries with a real program and ac
tion for the people now. That's the 
only way to lick the demagogue Pro
caccino and the reactionary Marchi." 

Does this mean that the Communist 
Party is calling upon the citizens to 
vote for Lindsay? Well, not exactly, 
for you see, we have a candidate by 
the name of Rasheed Storey, but ... 
"We want to see Procaccino and Mar
chi defeated and we criticize Lindsay 
for making concessions to Big Bus
iness and reaction." Does that mean 
the people should vote for Storey? 
Well, not exactly ... 

"It is true," the article adds, that 
the Communist Party, "will not decide 
the elections. But it's wrong to think 
that we don't count. If the progres
sives will listen and make Lindsay 
fight for a specific program, that will 
help defeat the reactionaries." Whether 
due to the mounting pressure of the 
"progressives" or not, Lindsay recently 
announced his "specific program" to 
solve all the social ills that beset New 
York City. He promised, on his word 
of honor, that if reelected he would 
add 4,000 more cops to the city po
lice force. Be assured, this is one 
promise our doughty warrior against 
"reaction" will redeem. 

For those of us who have been 
around a while, the tortuous twisting 
and writhing of the Communist Party 
in the current New York mayoralty 
elections is easily recognizable as the 
Browder syndrome. It dates back 
some 30-odd years to the national 
election campaign of 1936. In that 
election the major candidates were Al
fred Landon for the Republicans, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Democrat, 
and, among others, Earl Browder, 
then head of the American Communist 
Party. It came about one year after 
the Seventh Congress of the Commu
nist International had officially in
augurated its class-collaborationist 
people's front policy. 

Browder was in a quandary. The 
people's front line as expounded by 
Georgi Dimitrov, mouthpiece for 
Stalin, initiated the tactic of support
ing "progressive" capitalist candidates 
for public office. It was not easy at 
that time to make the turn from third 
period ultraleftism to people's front
ism. The members and supporters of 
the Communist Party had been thor
oughly indoctrinated in the theory of 
"social fascism" and Roosevelt had 
been among those recently stigmatized 
as a demo-fascist. In addition, out
right endorsement of Roosevelt could 
prove embarrassing to the Democrats 
and invite repudiation. It was under 
these circumstances that Browder exe
cuted the most brilliant tour de force 
of his career by giving birth to the 
Browder syndrome. 

As presidential candidate of the 
American Communist Party, Browder 
ran on the central slogan: Landon 
must be defeated at all costs! Does 
that mean, he was asked, that the 
Communist Party supported the elec
tion of Roosevelt? Well, not exactly, 
replied Browder. But let Browder have 
the floor and tell in his own words 

C 0 EXISTENCE. Rasheed 
Storey, bottom, nominal Com
munist Party candidate for 
Mayor of New York, and in
cumbent John Lindsay. CP says 
its not "endorsing" Lindsay 
but ... the main job is to de
feat his principal opponents Pro
caccino and Marchi. 

how he planted the first seed which 
later flowered into the Browder syn
drome. 

In 1967 the University of Illinois 
Press published a number of lectures 
under the title, "As We Saw the Thir
ties: Essays of Social and Political 
Movements of a Decade." Although 
expelled in 1946 from the Communist 
Party as a "revisionist," Browder, as 
head of the CP in the 1930s, was 
included. 

Browder describes how the turn to 
people's front politics in 1935 gave 
the CP an aura of respectability and 
acceptance in labor-Democratic party 
circles. In that year, he recalls, when 
"Floyd Olson, the Farmer-Labor gov
ernor of Minnesota, called a nation
wide conference of significant leaders 
of the 'Left' to meet in Chicago, he 
sent me a personal invitation. It was 
agreed that state labor parties and 
the unions would endorse Roosevelt 
for a second term, but all that was 
desired from the Communists was that 
they place no obstacles in the way and 
that they consult on new issues as 
they arose." Armed with this admoni
tion, Browder made a pilgrimage to 
the Kremlin to clear it with Stalin. 
Browder continues: 

"Some months thereafter, I headed 
a delegation to Moscow to consult with 
the Comintern about the elections. Up
on arrivingwewereinformed by Georgi 
Dimitrov ... that the Cominternlead
ers were all firmly of the opinion that 
the American Communist Party should 
endorse Roosevelt's candidacy and put 
up no candidate of their own. 

"My permanent (but usually secret) 
opposition in America," Browder con
tinues, "William Z. Foster (supported 
by Sam Darcy) immediately agreed 
with the proposal. I flatly opposed it, 
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and proposed a thorough discussion 
before decision. . . . After two weeks 
of discussion, I remained obdurate, 
and advanced my final argument that 
if we really wished to assure Roose
velt's re-election we would not endorse 
him because that would cause him 
to be labeled 'the Communist candi
date' by the newspapers, most ofwhich 
opposed him. 

"This," Browder argued, "would lose 
him many times as many votes from 
the 'Right' as it would bring him from 
the 'Left,' for a net loss that might 
mean his defeat if the vote were close. 
On the other hand, we could put up 
our own candidate but conduct such 
a campaign that would assure Roose
velt all votes under our influence ex
cept the diehard opponents of all 
'capitalist' candidates .... 

"Thereupon," Browder concludes, 
"the discussion was suspended, while 
the issue was being reevaluated by 
the Russian Politburo - which we 
learned later meant Stalin. The final 
conclusion of the Comintern was 'to 
leave the matter to the decision of the 
American comrades,' where I had no 
difficulty in carrying the decision my 
way. Thus I became the logical Com
munist presidential candidate and 
made my ambiguous campaign infa
vor of 'my rival' Roosevelt. The more 
the newspapers puzzled over this tac
tic, the more effective it became." (Em
phasis added) 

Deucedly clever, isn't it? To gull 
the workers into voting for one cap
italist candidate under the guise of 
running a "communist" candidate who 
directs his fire against the major cap
italist opponent of the "favored rival." 
Since it was first introduced by Brow
der, this tactic has been reduced to a 
fine art by the twisters who succeeded 
him. 

A classic example is the 1964 John
son-Goldwater campaign. In a pre
election speech to a party conference, 
the present guru of the American 
Communist Party, Gus Hall, let out 
all stops. Fascism was just around 
the corner. It was no time for half
hearted measures. It was not only 
necessary to defeat Goldwater but to 
roll up a massive majority in the 
process. 

"The issues are sharply drawn," Hall 
thundered. "The forces are fast lining 
up. In such a sharp confrontation 
on issues so broad that they affect 
every American, issues that will decide 
the direction and the political nature 
of our Nation ... in such a confron
tation there can be no neutrals." 

This is known as the Armageddon 
r·ambit. Picture the whole world as 
teetering on the brink. Hit the panic 
button. Stampede the sheep into the 
polling booths to vote for salvation
in this instance in the person of Lyn
don Baines Johnson and the Demo
cratic party. Appropriately enough, 
the Hall speech, published in three 
editions of 100,000, was entitled: "The 
Eleventh Hour-Defeat the New Fas
cist Threat!" It was either "All the Way 
with LBJ" or utter damnation. After 
20 pages of lurid prose, we finally 
get down to the nitty gritty on page 
21. The CP had no candidate in 1964. 
But that was no handicap. "Our party," 
boomed Gus Hall, "will join with all 
democratic forces to defeat the ultra
right Goldwater coalition, while at the 
same time we will not endorse the 
presidential candidate of the Demo
cratic Party." (Emphasis added) 

Twisters incorporated! 

The Struggle 
for a Proletarian Party 

By James P. Cannon 
An invaluable exposition of the po

litical and organizational concepts in
volved in the building of a Leninist 
party. Leon Trotsky hailed it as the 
"writing of a genuine workers leader." 
302 pp. cloth $5.95 

Merit Publishers 
873 Broadway 

New York, N.Y. 10003 
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Times blasts 

ban against 

Mandel visit 

Ernest Mandel 

(The following is the text of 
an Oct. 28 New York Times 
editorial.) 

The credibility of the United 
States as the defender of free
dom of speech and ideas con
tinues to be undermined by 
those bureaucrats in the State 
Department who arrogate to 
themselves the right to decide 
whose words and thoughts 
ought to be admitted to this 
country. 

The most recent exercise of 
such censorship was the re
fusal- without justification or 
even explanation- to grant a 
four-day visa to Dr. Ernest 
Mandel, the Belgian Muxist 
scholar, who had been invited 
to debate Professor John Ken
neth Galbraith, the Harvard 
economist, at a conference or
ganized by graduate students 
at Stanford University and 
supported by that noted insti
tution. 

The fact that the students' 
ingenuity managed to circum
vent the Washington watch
dogs by presenting Dr. Man
del's views through acombina
tion of a taped lecture and a 
trans-Atlantic telephone hook
up in no way offsets the sense
less violation of the very prin
ciples which those who serve 
the nation's Government are 
sworn to uphold. 

Dr. Mandel has been invited 
to participate in a number of 
other American academic dis
cussions later this year. He 
has appeared on campuses here 
and in Europe in the past. The 
suddenly unexplained refusal 
to grant him entry now can 
only prove that the bad old 
days of censorship by visa are 
not yet over. The idiotic deci
sion to bar Dr. Mandel must 
be reversed. 

THE MILITANT 

CIA private army 
exposed in laos 

By DICK ROBERTS 
OCT. 29 - It has now been revealed 

that U.S. intervention in the Laotian 
civil war has taken the extraordinary 
form of organizing, financing, and di
recting the military operations of a 
private army. Use of this army has 
the added, age-old imperialist twist of 
pitting nationality against nationality. 
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When information began to leak out 
to the American people as to the extent 
of the intervention in Laos, the attempt 
was originally made to persuade them 
that the CIA, Green Berets, etc. were 
there to "save" the threatened "neutral
isf' regime of Prince Souvanna Phouma. 
Now, the New York Times (Oct. 26-
28) discloses that the U.S. favors its 
own private army over the official 
Laotian Army. 

The New York Times Oct. 28. 1969 

Washington has hired out and direct
ed, independently of the Laotian govern
ment, a 15,000 to 40,000 man army 
of Meo tribesmen. The Meos are a mi
nority nationality of about 250,000, 
inhabiting northern Laos. 

They migrated to Laos in the mid-
19th century from southern China. The 
Laos are descendants of Thai peoples 
and compose the majority of the three 
million inhabitants of Laos. Different 
languages are spoken. 

The story of the CIA's Meo army 
and its "Zap-Zap" type of general, Vang 
Pao, was told by Henry Kamm, a 
New York Times reporter in Laos, after 
interviews with Lao, Meo and U.S. au
thorities. 

Gen. Vang Pao was first introduced 
to readers of the New York Times as 
a "Laotian" general who proudly ex
hibited a tortured :--.;orth Vietnamese pri
soner to members of the press (see The 
Militant, Oct. 24 ). 

According to Kamm, he is the major 

recipient of millions of dollars of U. S. 
military and political aid channeled 
through the CIA. 

The 40-year-old former sergeant of 
the French colonial army has begun to 
reverse the military tide of the Laotian 
civil war, CIA spokesmen told Henry 
Kamm: "V. P., as he is referred to by 
his American admirers here, is the reci
pient of large-scale direct American as
sistance ... " 

"V. P." has solidified his political rule 
of the Meo "by choosing his wives, 
estimated at five or six, from influential 
Meo clans ... The general has also 
appointed seven or eight heads of lead
ing families to a council he has formed 
around himself. 

"He has given them houses in the 
private capital the CIA built for him at 
his secret military headquarters - at 
Long Cheng ... 

"As a reward for his services, Gen. 
Vang Pao paid an unpublicized visit 
-his second-to the U.S. a few months 
ago, from Disneyland to Colonial Wil-

Noted intellectuals demand 
State Dept. admit Mandel 

Dr. Salvador E. Luria of the Massa
chusetts Institute of Technology [MIT], 
who has just been awarded the Nobel 
Prize in biochemistry, heads the nine 
initiators of a petition being circulated 
in academic and literary communities 
throughout the United States protest
ing the State Department's denial of 
a visa to the Belgian Marxist econ
omist, Ernest Mandel, a contributing 
editor of Intercontinental Press. 

Mandel was scheduled to debate the 
former ambassador to India John Ken
neth Galbraith at Stanford University 
in Palo Alto, California, October 18. 
He was forced to conduct the argu
ment by tape and transatlantic tele
phone when the State Department re
fused to lift the ban on his four-day 
visit. 

The other sponsors of the petition 
urging the U.S. authorities to rescind 
the ban upon his entry are Richard 
Falk, Professor of International Law, 
Princeton University; Susan Sontag, 
author and critic; Prof. Gabriel Kol
ko, University of Buffalo; Prof. Noam 
Chomsky, MIT; Prof. Robert Paul 
Wolff, Columbia University; Richard 
Poirier, editor Partisan Review; Prof. 
Arno Mayer, Princeton University, and 
Prof. Robert Heilbroner of the New 
School for Social Research. 

The petition is being circulated by the 
Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation, 
which is sponsoring, together with the So
cialist Scholars Conference, a confer
ence on "Agencies of Social Change: 
Toward a Revolutionary Strategy for 
Advanced Industrial Countries" at 
Town Hall, New York, November 29. 

Mandel and two other European so
cialists, Andre Gorz, an editor of les 
Temps Modernes, and Lucien Gold
mann of the Sorbonne, are on the pro
gram. 

Mandel has also been invited to speak 
in early December at six leading East
ern universities: MIT, Princeton, Am
herst, Vassar, Columbia, and the New 
School for Social Research. He has 
also been invited to participate in an 
MIT-sponsored conference in Boston 
on "Problems of Conversion from Mil
itary to Civilian Production in the 
Economy'' with Professor Galbraith and 
Dr. Luria. 

The State Department has received a 
spate of letters, calls, and telegrams 
from university presidents, faculty 
members, scientists and influential in
tellectuals, demanding that Mandel be 
permitted to fulfll.l these engagements. 

They insist on the right of Ameri
cans to hear his views in person as 
well as to read his books and articles. 

In a letter to the New York Times, 
eight of the petition signers condemned 
the "egregious violation of academic 
freedom" in Mandel's case and called 
upon the public to make Washington 
reverse its decision. 

Under similar pressures, the State 
Department recently rescinded its bans 
upon other European radicals and 
upon the Mexican novelist Carlos 
Fuentes. 

Further protest actions are planned 
if the government does not promptly 
grant Mandel a visa. 

Laos 

liamsburg, which impressed him the 
most. 

"At Disneyland he was given a Zorro 
suit as a jest. He wore it recently, ac
cording to sources close to him, when 
he toured the Plaine des J arres, the vital 
area his forces recently captured." 

Before "V. P." came along last sum
mer, so this report goes, the situation 
of the U. S.-armed-and-funded Royal 
Lao Army "was worse than it had been 
for many years . . . 

"A major diversionary attack on the 
ground and a sharp increase in U.S. 
bombing had failed to deter the North 
Vietnamese invaders, feebly abetted by 
their local allies, the Pathet Lao ... " 
(In fact, U.S. bombing of Laos 

reached the levels of 12,500 sorties a 
month, higher than the peak bombing 
of North Vietnam, the Washington Post 
has reported.) 

But the revolutionary forces continued 
to advance. They were within miles of 
seizing Luang Prabang, Vientiane and 
"most frightening," Long Cheng itself, 
the top-secret operational base of the 
CIA forces. 

"The ants kept coming," a U.S. di
plomat told Kamm. 

"V. P." saved the day. 
"The formula was a spectacular at

tack on the Plaine des J arres, the central 
plateau that commands the main road 
in the northern part of the country ... 

"When the assault began, in the last 
week of August, it had been prepared 
by heavy American bombing and ... 
Gen. Vang Pao's troops were carried 
into battle by American helicopters and 
supplied by American planes and cop
ters ... 

"The operation was a smashing suc
cess ... The success was so great that 
the U.S. was encouraged to sponsor a 
major operation in the south." 
"We were looking for aspirin and 
found a wonder drug," said an Amer
ican spokesman. Kamm reports. inci
dentally, that opium is the main pro
duct of the Meo tribesmen and that CIA 
planes help them transport it. 

When all is said and done, however, 
Kamm found the CIA story of Gen. 
Vang Pao's "smashing success" uncon
vincing: "There is no doubt here that 
North Vietnam, if it were prepared to 
expend the necessary strength, could 
confront the U. S. with the agonizing 
choice of seeing Laos fall or engaging 
ground troops in battle. 

"No wonder drug has yet been de
vised to cure the perennial instability 
of Laos, her total dependence on out
side economic and military aid, the in
efficiency and corruption in the govern
ment ... 

"Members of a younger generation of 
Laotians - educated, and untainted by 
corruption - are wondering how, be
tween the powerful old-line politicians 
and the military on the one hand and 
the heavy American bureaucracy on the 
other, they will ever get a chance to par
ticipate significantly in shaping their 
country's future." 



Page 6 THE MILITANT Friday, Nov. 7, 1969 

New Mobilization to Nixon: 

End 'peace' fraud! 

Bring the Gls home! 
[The following is the text of an Oct. 

21 position paper issued by the New 
Mobilization Committee to End the 
War in Vietnam.] 

With opposition to the war mount
ing, not only in the traditional anti
war movement, but throughout Amer
ican society, it is likely that President 
Nixon will make another effort at ap
peasing public opinion. He may do 
this by reducing American troop 
strength, by announcing a cease fire 
or by similar measures. The New Mo
bilization Committee to End the War 
in Vietnam does not, however, regard 
such actions as steps to peace, but 
only as modifications of a strategy 
for continued and perhaps enlarged 
warfare. 

The present war strategy includes 
three distinct elements: 

1. U. S. military and economic aid 
to the Thieu-Ky government. 

2. U.S. combat forces which do the 
actual fighting. 

3. U.S. bombing and logistical sup
port. 

The Nixon strategy proposes to 
eliminate only the ground combat 
troops supplied by the United States, 
and continue the two other elements 
of the strategy unchanged. Mr. Nixon 
has no intention of ending the war, 
but merely of changing assignments 
between the United States and its pup
pet allies. He has stated that he in
tends to withdraw only "the major 
portion" of U.S. forces until he can 
obtain the political concessions he 
seeks. 

Mr. Nixon, like Mr. Johnson, wants 

"peace" in the sense that he is willing 
to stop the fighting only if Hanoi 
and the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government accept a formula by which 
the fascist Thieu-Ky regime (or a sim
ilar pro-American regime) would re
main in power, and the United States, 
would retain its base in Vietnam. This 
kind of a "peace," of course, is a fraud, 
which, in fact, demands surrender by 
Hanoi and the Provisional Revolu
tionary Government. 

Unfortunately for Mr. Nixon- as 
for Mr. Johnson- the American peo
ple want to get out of Vietnam. They 
are sick of the deaths, sick of the in
flation, sick of the cut in living stan
dards, sick of the tension, sick of con
fronting the danger of an enlarged 
war. To appease the American peo
ple, therefore, Nixon is seeking to re
duce casualties by disengaging from 
ground combat. BUT HE HAS NO 
INTENTION TO DISENGAGE 
FROM THE WAR.ITSELF UNLESS 
AND UNTIL HE WINS THE PO
LITICAL OBJECTIVES THEAMER
ICAN RULING CIRCLES HAVE DE
MANDED FROM THE BEGIN
NING- military bases, spheres of in
fluence and trade, the continued pres
ence of puppet r~gimes- in short, an 
iron ring around China. 

No matter how many troop reduc
tions he orders, therefore, there can 
be no real end to this war until: 

1. The United States stops all mili
tary action against the Vietnamese on 
the ground and in the air. 

2. All United States troops, equip
ment, planes, and helicopters are with-

Phila. teachers set strike 

against Afro 'pupil control' 
PHILADELPHIA- The Philadelphia 

Federation of Teachers voted to strike 
Oct. 24 if black students at West Phila
delphia High School win their demand 
for the transfer of history teacher George 
Fishman. The students feel Fishman 
ignores black history in his classes, 
avoids all controversial discussion, and 
is not providing quality education to 
his college-bound classes. 

Students at the virtually all-black 
school have been boycotting Fishman's 
classes since Oct. 14. Following the 
boycott's initiation, principal Walter 
Scott requested of the board of educa
tion that Fishman be transferred. 

The boycott has been the culmina
tion of 10 months of students' com
plaints about Fishman and Fishman's 
failure to meet with a student committee 
formed to discuss changing his teach
ing methods. Although Fishman has 
written on Afro-American history for 
Freedomways and other publications, 
Richard Lawrence, a leader of the boy
cotting students, charged that, "He has 
consistently refused to share his know
ledge with us." Fishman has reportedly 
gone so far as to ignore the role of 
black people in Reconstruction in a 
class he teaches on the Reconstruction 
era! 

Philadelphia Federation of Teachers 
President Frank Sullivan, scheduling 
a vote on whether to strike for Fri., 

Oct. 24, said, "This is the issue of com
munity control or pupil control, and 
I know that teachers will support the 
union." 

The racist union bureaucrats have 
been attempting to whip up antiblack 
hysteria in the union for some time. 
They have opposed the teaching of 
Afro-American history in the schools 
and have supported police attacks on 
black student demonstrations. The 
union has called for the presence of 
police in predominantly black schools 
on many occasions. 

Along with strike ballots, the union 
has sent out a leaflet on the West Phila
delphia High School situation entitled, 
"One Day in the Life of a Pupil-Con
trolled School." The leaflet denounces 
the student boycott and charges the 
principal with permitting the boycott 
and allowing parents and community 
organizations to enter the school. The 
leaflet compares concessions to black 
students to Cornwallis' surrender at 
Yorktown. 

On Oct. 26, 250 teachers, students, 
parents and members of the black com
munity organizations met to hear the 
students defend their boycott. The meet
ing was called by Citizens for Progress, 
a West Philadelphia black organization. 
The sentiment was overwhelmingly in 
support of the students and plans were 
initiated to keep the schools open in 
the event of a strike. 

Photo by Michael Hardy 

New York high schoolers, Oct. 15. 

drawn, and United States bases are 
dismantled. 

3. All support is withdrawn from 
the Thieu- Ky government, and the peo
ple of Vietnam are permitted to decide 
their own fate. 

These three items are not capable 
of negotiation at the talks in Paris. 
Rather, they must be announced there 
by the United States as its unilateral 
decision for withdrawal. Then, and 
only then, can the Paris talks con
cern themselves with the only item 
which can be negotiated: reparations 
to the Vietnamese people for the dam
age the United States has done to 
their country. Surely, we have the re
sponsibility to the Vietnamese people. 
We cannot, however, replace the lives 

lost, or the bodies that have been 
maimed. We can make amends for 
the damage we have done to property 
and crops, homes and institutions, vil
lages and farms. 

The New Mobilization Committee to 
End the War in Vietnam will not be 
deflected from its aims by the decep
tive "peace" plans of the Nixon ad
ministration. We do not regard them 
as steps toward peace but as a means 
for beguiling the American people in
to acceptance of a longer and pos
sibly more costly war. We will not 
rest until all troops and equipment 
are withdrawn from Vietnam and the 
United States renounces all military 
pacts to defend corrupt and dictatorial 
governments. 

Texas slates conference 

on revolutionary socialism 
By MIKE MAGGI 

AUSTIN, Texas, Oct. 31- The fall 
offensive will culminate in the South
west during the Socialist Educational 
Conference being held at the University 
of Texas in Austin Dec. 6-7. The con
ference is sponsored by the Young So
cialist Alliance and will bring young 
socialists together from all over the 
Southwest. Participants are expected 
from New Mexico, Oklahoma, Arkan
sas and Louisiana as well as from 
Texas. 

Opening the conference on Dec. 6 at 
10 a.m. will be Jack Barnes speaking 
on "The 1960s: Era of Wars, Revolu
tions and Colonial Uprisings." Barnes 
is national organization secretary of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

Following lunch will be a presentation 
by Derrick Morrison entitled, "Problems 
and Perspectives in the Struggle for 
Black Self-Determination." Morrison is 
a member of the YSA national execu
tive committee and active in the black 
liberation movement. Then will follow 
Linda Jenness speaking on "Cuba: 10 
Years After the Revolution." She was 
the socialist candidate for mayor of 
Atlanta and was in Cuba for the lOth 
Anniversary celebration last January. 

An evening session will announce the 
socialist candidates for governor of 

Texas and for U. S. Senate. This will 
be the first public meeting of the cam
paign. A party will close the day's 
activities. 

On Sunday, Dec. 7, the session will 
begin with workshops and panel dis
cussions on topics including women's 
liberation, socialist election campaigns, 
black liberation, Chicano liberation, 
and a Palestinian liberation panel. Arab 
groups have been invited to participate 
in the latter panel. 

The afternoon session will include a 
presentation on "Revolution and Coun
terrevolution in Vietnam" by Jack 
Barnes. Closing the conference will be 
Dan Styron on "How To Make a Rev
olution in the U.S." Styron is a mem
ber of the national committee of the 
SWP. 

The conference will mark the begin
ning of an active regional drive lead
ing to the YSA national convention 
in Minneapolis later in the month. The 
socialist candidates for governor of 
Texas and U. S. Senate will be begin
ning their state-wide campaign as well. 

A free conference poster and brochure 
can be ordered from the Young So
cialist Alliance, Texas Union, Room 
354, University of Texas, Austin, Tx. 
78712. Information on housing will be 
sent. 
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West Coast bureaucrats push to impose line 

Continue divisive moves on Nov. 15 
By LEW .JONES 

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 30- Efforts 
to reunite forces and negotiate differences 
over the character of the Nov. 15 anti
war demonstration here (see The Mili
tant, Oct. 31) have so far been frustrated 
by temporary cochairman of the West 
Coast New Mobilization Committee 
Terrence Hallinan and his supporters. 

Hallinan and fellow cochairman 
Donald Kalish, after seeing their pro
posals rejected in democratic debate, 
had attempted to seize control of the 
slated demonstration by strong-arm tac
tics, red-baiting, exclusion, and a mid
night raid on the Nov. 15 headquar
ters. They hoped to impose on the mo
bilization, by these methods, their own 
reformist political line, using the speak
ers' platform of the Nov. 15 action not 
to represent the diverse forces involved 
in the antiwar movement, but to pro
mote their own version of a liberal 
Democratic coalition for next year's 
elections, especially in California. 

Many groups in the western area have 
condemned the proposals and the scan
dalous behavior of Hallinan and 

BULLETIN. Oct. 31 - Peter 
Camejo was found not guilty in 
the Berkeley 3 .. conspiracy" trial. 
The jury was unable to arrive 
at a verdict on Jack Bloom and 
Paul Glusman. 

Kalish. For example, a Student Mo
bilization Committee meeting of more 
than a hundred people at the University 
of Washington unanimously adopted 
a statement that said in part: 

"We deplore the attempt of leaders 
of the so-called Working Committee to 
circumvent and reverse decisions made 
by the Membership Committee and by 
a previous open meeting of the Working 
Committee. We denounce the tactics of 
exclusion and force which were used 
to accomplish these ends. These elitist 
maneuvers must be condemned by the 
entire movement." 

The Northern California regional 
steering committee meeting of the SMC 
(see story page 9) rejected the intro
duction of bureaucratic methods and 
reformist politics into the movement. 
They called for building Nov. 15 on 
the basis of a nonexclusive coalition 
of all forces committed to the immediate 
withdrawal of troops from Vietnam. 

While elitist domination of the anti
war movement is being condemned in 
many quarters, activists are also seek
ing to pull together a broad and united 

Gl conference 
slated for D.C. 
on Nov. 13-14 

A National Conference on G I Rights 
will be held Nov. 13 and 14 in Wash
ington, D. C. The conference was ini
tiated by the GI Defense Organization. 

On Nov. 13, following an opening 
plenary session, panels will be held on 
"Black and Minority G Is,"" First Amend
ment Rights of Citizen-Soldiers," "The 
Uniform Code of Military .Justice and 
Due Process," "The Uniform Code of 
Military .Justice and Recommendations," 
and" Human Rights in Military Prisons." 

The following day there will be panels 
on "G !-Civilian .Joint Action for Rights," 
"Legislation and Publicity for G I Rights," 
and "Amnesty for Dissenters." 

All sessions will be held at the Shore
ham Hotel, 2500 Calvert St. N. W. 
Registration begins at 8 a.m. on Nov. 
13. For further information write to 
the GI Defense Organization, 431 S. 
Dearborn, Suite 813, Chicago, Ill. 
60605, or LINK, 1029 Vermont N.W., 
Room 200, Washington, D.C. 20005. 

nonexclusive coalition of forces opposed 
to the war including the splitters. Sev
eral attempts have been made to en
gage Hallinan et al. in negotiations to 
resolve the dispute so that a united 
Nov. 15 demonstration can occur. 

Over 250 people at an Oct. 23 meet
ing of the New Mobilization Member
ship Committee (NMMC, formerly Bay 
Area Peace Action Council) elected a 
representative committee of six to meet 
with six people of Hallinan's group 
to see if there is any basis for common 
action. This committee- composed of 
Ed Farley, former director of the Prop
osition P antiwar referendum in San 
Francisco, Lew .Jones of the Socialist 
Workers Party, Alex Forman of the 
Joe Hill Caucus of SDS, Gayle Justice 

VETOED. Rodolfo .. Corky" Gon
zales, widely respected Denver 
Chicano leader. Terrence Halli
nan wants to exclude him as Nov. 
15 antiwar rally speaker. 

of the Peace and Freedom Party, Thora 
Housman of AFT Local 1928 and Paul 
Trafficante, NMMC treasurer- has so 
far been rebuffed by Hallinan. 

A second effort was made at on Oct. 
25 meeting of the national New Mo
bilization Committee cochairmen and 
project directors in Philadelphia. Bertha 
Dertc of the Peace and Freedom Party 
was selected by the New Mobilization 
Membership Committee to attend this 
meeting and present the activists' side 
of the story and seek agreement. Hal
linan was also present. 

After some heated debate, Hallinan 
agreed to a representative list of eight 
speakers and to a 16-person nego
tiating committee which would meet to 
resolve the differences between the two 
West Coast Nov. 15 organizations. 

The eight speakers Hallinan agreed 
to were: Dolores Huerta, United Farm 
Workers; David Hilliard, Black Pan
ther Party; Andrew Pulley, formerly Ft. 
Jackson Gls United; Ralph Abernathy, 
SCLC; Rennie Davis, Conspiracy Eight; 
Sen. Charles Goodell; Wayne Morse; 
and Corky Gonzales, Denver Crusade 
for .Justice. 

Things looked fine until Hallinan left 
Philadelphia. In what has become rou
tine bureaucratic behavior, Hallinan 
went to Los Angeles where he played 
a leading role in a handpicked meet
ing of the Los Angeles NM C steering 
committee which voted to exclude the 
UCLA Coalition, the Student Mobiliza
tion Committee and the SWP from the 
Los Angeles NMC. 

Far from appealing for unity at this 
handpicked exclusionary meeting, 
Hallinan, it is reliably reported, 
launched into another red-baiting at
tack on the SWP. His report of the 
Philadelphia meeting was totally fal
lacious. Barely mentioning the nego
tiating committee, he stated it probably 

wouldn't meet and if it did, it would 
not have any power. 

Hallinan then returned to the Bay 
Area to release his own Nov. 15 speak
ers' list to the press. This list, which 
omitted Gonzales, Pulley and Goodell, 
even violated the decision of his own 
handpicked group which had met a 
week earlier. 

Hallinan's exclusionary New Mobi
lization Committee announced itself as 
the "sole authorized representative unit 
of the New Mobilization on the West 
Coast," purportedly by decision of the 
national cochairmen and project direc
tors of the New Mobe. It is probably 
irrelevant to the Hallinan group that 
those attending the Philadelphia meet
ing specifically did not vote on this mat
ter, leaving it to the 16-person nego
tiating committee to decide such prob
lems. 

In the meantime, Hallinan has found 
one pretext after another to avoid hold
ing the meeting decided on in Phila
delphia. At this writing, a meeting of 
the negotiating committee has finally 
been set for tomorrow night, Oct. 31. 
It is hoped this meeting can reach agree
ment on the character of Nov. 15, al
though the bureaucratic behavior of 
Hallinan and his supporters leaves lit
tle room for hope. 

The western-area antiwar movement 
has been confronted by a right-wing 

VETOED. Ex-GI Andrew Pulley, 
who helped found Gls United. Ter
rence Hallinan wants to exclude 
him as Nov. 15 antiwar rally 
speaker. 

tendency that is on an insane cam
paign to rule or ruin the movement. 
Its outrageously crude maneuvering de
serves the fullest condemnation of those 
opposed to the war, and this can best 
be shown by a massive Nov. 15 march 
based on the demand for immediate 
withdrawal of all troops and nonex
clusive, democratic norms. 

Supporters are urged to write to the 
Nov. 15 Action or the Student Mo
bilization Committee at 2170 Grant, 
San Francisco, Calif. 

~Movement' photographer 

was a stoolie for the FBI 
By.JOELABER 

NEW YORK-At any radical gath
ering here during the past year, it is 
likely you would have seen Louis Salz
berg and his camera. The ubiquitous, 
fortyish Mr. Salzberg generously offered 
his services as a movement photo
grapher to radical publications at a 
nominal fee. His photos were good
obviously professional. As it turns out, 
Louis Salzberg has one serious flaw. 
He's a fink. He works for the FBI. 

Salzberg's profession as an FBI 
undercover man was revealed Oct. 23 
when he testified for the prosecution 
in the Chicago Eight conspiracy trial. 

Salzberg first appeared on the New 
York radical scene as a member of 
Veterans and Reservists Against the 
War in Vietnam, a group that included 
a number of ultralefts who were later 
instrumental in forming the Crazies. 
He also hung around Veterans for 
Peace in Vietnam and the Fifth Ave. 
Peace Parade Committee. 

From the onset of their formation, 
Salzberg was often seen with the 
Crazies and he was arrested with sev
eral of them when they attempted to 
enter a League for Industrial Democ
racy dinner for Hubert Humphrey al
legedly using bogus tickets. Yet Salz
berg had a police press card that would 
have gained him entrance. Following 
his arrest, he had no difficulty getting 
three more of the often hard-to-come
by press cards that are issued by the 
New York police. 

Motivated purely by magnanimity, 
of course, the enterprising Mr. Salzberg 
formed his own "company"- the "New 
York Press Service." Sheldon Ramsdell, 
a movement photographer, assuming 
that this outfit was legitimate, agreed 
to enter partnership with Salzberg. 

Salzberg never bothered to inform 
Ramsdell that his photos were finding 
their way to FBI archives. Writing on 
the case of the New York Press Service 
in the Oct. 29 New York Post, colum
nist James Wechsler commented on 
Ramsdell's plight: "One might say that 
he was so secret an agent that he was 

denied access to his own secret." 
"On any roster of innocent victims 

of wartime absurdity," says Wechsler, 
"Sheldon Ramsdell deserves prominent 
mention." 

Ramsdell began to wonder how Salz
berg, who said at various times that 
he had three to five children, got the 
money to set up the press service. Salz
burg informed him variously that a 
father-in-law, andjor an uncle (Uncle 
Sam?), was helping him out. 

Now Salzberg admits that he was 
being paid $600 a week plus expenses 
by the FBI for his "press service." 

Not surprisingly, Salzberg used to 
work for El Tiempo, a Spanish-lan
guage New York daily with the politics 
of counterrevolutionary Cuban exiles. 

Photo by Michael Hardy 

Louis (fink) Salzberg 
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Key issue in fight for peace 

Red-baiters and antiwar movement 
By MARY-ALICE WATERS 

NEW YORK - At a New Mobili
zation Committee press conference held 
here Oct. 28 to publicize plans for mobi
lizing a quarter million New Yorkers 
for the Nov. 15 March on Washing
ton, Irving Beinin of the Fifth Avenue 
Vietnam Peace Parade Committee, and 
a member of the New Mobe steering 
committee, told the press: 

"The Oct. 15 Moratorium was the 
clearest possible example of the growth 
of the peace forces in the United States. 
Those who expressed their opposition 
to the war came from all spectrums 
of American life. Now the attempt is 
being made to undercut the growing 
antiwar movement, to divide it, to make 
it seem like an insignificant force com
posed only of the organized radicals. 

"But we will have no part of red
baiting and we will exclude no one 
from the peace movement. 

"It is Agnew, not the peace movement, 
who will be discredited by such red
baiting attacks." 

The statement came in response to 
a question concerning the attitude of 
the New Mobilization Committee and 
the Student Mobilization Committee 
toward the red-baiting attacks being 
focused on those two organizations in 
particular. The particular red-baiting 
device being used is that these coali
tions include Socialist Workers Party 
and Communist Party members in their 
leadership. 

Earlier in the week, Stewart Meacham, 

How students 

were busted 

by D.C. cops 
By WALTER DIXON 

WASHINGTON, D. C. -One of the 
Oct. 15 antiwar actions that received 
widespread publicity was the demon
stration of black students in front of 
the White House. Most of the stoties
as in the WW3hington Post and the New 
York Times- falsely reported that we 
tried to "charge" the White House 
grounds. In reality we were attacked by 
the police without warning. 

The demonstration was originally 
planned early in October by the newly 
formed coalition of Washington D. C. 
Black Student Unions, created to com
bat problems in the black community. 

On Oct. 15 a mock funeral procession, 
consisting of some 300 students, started 
at Calvin Coolidge High School and 
proceeded to the White House. On ar
riving, we demanded that the coffin, 
containing protest letters and pictures 
of the war, be accepted by a represen
tative of President Nixon. 

The guards asked us to wait, indi
cating that a White House representa
tive would accept the coffin- and then 
called the Metropolitan Police and the 
Park Police. 

Without warning, the protesters were 
pushed away from the White House and 
soon the peaceful protest broke into 
violence when people were beaten and 
arrested by police. The protesters 
reacted in anger and the coffin was 
thrown back at police. 

Agnew 

one of the national officers of the New 
Mobilization, told the Daily World, news
paper of the Communist Party, "We're 
not going to engage in a McCarthyite 
type of smear against the movement. 
My reaction is that the activity in Wash
ington Nov. 15 is based on three prin
ciples: non-exclusion; the total and im
mediate withdrawal of all U.S. troops 
and material from Vietnam; and legal 
and nonviolent action in Washington 
and San Francisco." 

The red-baiting attack against the anti
war movement began in earnest on the 
eve of the Oct. 15 Moratorium, with the 
demands from Nixon's hatchet-men that 
the antiwar movement repudiate a mes
sage of greetings from the Vietnamese 
people. 

Simultaneously, various right-wing 
congressmen began to step up their 
campaign to read into the Congressio
nal Record all the FBI and police dos
siers they could scrape together. Such 
reports purport to "reveal'' what every 
antiwar activist knows already - that 
the antiwar movement involves individ
uals of all political persuasions, in
cluding communists, socialists, anar
chists, Democrats, Republicans, paci
fists, etc., and that members of the So
cialist Workers Party and Young So
cialist Alliance have played a prom
inent role in building the antiwar move
ment since its inception. 

Typical of the kinds of attacks made 
in Congress was the one by Rep. John 
Ashbrook on Oct. 16, listing all the 
members of the New Mobe steering Com-

Worcester-area 

high school SMC 
WORCESTER, Mass. -Students from 

15 Worcester area high schools, public, 
private, and parochial, have formed 
a Worcester Area High School Student 
Mobilization Committee (WAHSSMC). 
As an organization we will provide 
impetus for changes within the high 
schools. We also recognize the impor
tance of being involved with social is
sues. Thus, we are currently petition
ing for the elimination of dress codes 
in schools where they have not already 
been abolished; and we are working 
with community members and students 
from area colleges for the Nov. 13-15 
national action against the war. 

mittee, the officers and staff of the SMC, 
the history of both organizations, and 
so forth- all of which is fully public 
knowledge, of course. 

Indicative of the "shocking" revela
tions made was the statement, "Two 
individuals who are serving on the 
NMC and SMC are Carol Lipman and 
Allan Myers. Both are members of the 
YSA, with Carol Lipman, a member 
of the staff of the Young Socialist, the 
national magazine of the YSA, and in 
addition the executive secretary of 
SMC. Allan Myers is the editor of the 
GI Press Service, a service which re
cently published a listing of GI antiwar 
newspapers and their locations at the 
various military bases." [!] 

Such "inside dope" has been subse
quently picked up by columnists and 
editorial writers in a number of papers 
around the country as part of the on
going attempt to stop the growing mo
mentum of the antiwar move.ment, to 
prevent it from reaching new heights 
during the Nov. 13-14 activities, and 
particularly to attempt to scare off thou
sands of participants in the Nov. 15 
march on Washington. 

But such red-baiting has not been a 
one-way street. The reaction against it 
has made clear that the mood of the 
country is far from that which prevailed 
in the early 1950s, and that attempted 
smear attacks don't go over so easily. 
Even some members of congress reacted 
to Agnew's more heavy-handed broad
sides - although they certainly agree 
in principle with his general approach. 

And the Boston Globe, which printed 
a major "expose" of SWP leader Peter 
Camejo, who was one of the speakers 
at the Oct. 15 rally in Boston, felt con
strained to follow it up the next day 
with a totally "straighf' news article. 

The issue of red-baiting, and how 
the antiwar movement responds to it, 
is of crucial importance to the continued 
strength and effectiveness of the forces 
fighting for the withdrawal of U.S. 
troops from Vietnam. Once even the 
slightest concessions are made to the 
pressure for political exclusion of some 
forces, the floodgates are open, as they 
were in the late '40s and '50s, for the 
witch-hunters to go to work again. Only 
by uncompromising, unequivocal com
mitment to the policy of non-exclusion 
can the American public be educated 
on how to deal with the witch-hunters. 

We will return to this crucial issue 
next week. 

Friday, Nov. 7, 1969 Frid 
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Women's attiw 
By DEBBY WOODROOFE 

SAN FRANCISCO- Women will 
march behind their own banner-"W om
en Against the War in Vietnam"- on 
Nov. 15 in San Francisco. The wom
en's contingent is being organized by 
the Women's Task Force of the Stu
dent Mobilization Committee. 

The Task Force was formed at a 
"Women and the War" workshop at an 
SMC regional conference in September 
and is working at involving women in 
mass action against the war. A leaf
let directed to women, asking them to 
march in the women's contingent Nov. 
15, is being distributed at shopping cen
ters. A speaker's bureau has been set 
up to go to women's organizations and 
ask them to endorse the march and 
write their own leaflets. 

The next project is to bring the war 
to the society pages of the newspapers. 

Photo by Sheldon Ramsdell 
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Four youths were arrested before we 
split and joined the mass rally at the 
Sylvan Theater ground. They were 
Maurice Lawrence and Michael Rucker 
of the Black Liberation Legion, and 
Michael Blackey and John Agard of 
the Coolidge High School BS U. Rucker, 
who was one of the monitors, was 
charged with the "illegal use of a bull
horn," and the other three were charged 
with disorderly conduct. 

The morning of Nov. 3, there will 
be leafleting at the high schools to 
make the students aware of the presence 
and of the purposes of WAHSSMC. 
That afternoon we are holding a press 
conference at Little Commons, Clark 
University, Worcester, to inform the 
public of the formation of our organ
ization. New York's Bryant Park Oct 15 
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Boston-area SMCer at work 
Photo by Manuel Russell 
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Women's page editors have been asked 
to a press conference where Gls' wives, 
women professionals, welfare mothers 
and women's liberation activists will 
discuss how they are affected by the 
war. 

Count Marco, whose column in the 
San Francisco Chronicle once stated 
that it is scandalous and unfeminine for 
women to demonstrate, has been invited. 
We want him to see that masses of 
women are organizing in opposition 
to this war! 

Another columnist, the roving "Ques
tion Man," has agreed to use several 
questions submitted by the Women's 

Task Force-"Is it ladylike for women 
to march against the war?" and "Are 
women affected by the war?" Women 
in the group have also written letters 
to "Dear Abby," describing how they 
intend to march Nov. 15, though their 
husbands insist they stay home and 
take care of the children. 

Ten radio stations have asked for 
interviews with women from the Task 
Force. 

The Liberation Women's Union has 
endorsed the march and is organizing 
child care in churches along the march 
route so that mothers are free to par
ticipate. 

Northern Calif. SMC meet 

maps plans for Nov. 15 
SAN FRANCISCO - Students rep

resenting 26 high schools and colleges 
attended the northern California region
al Student Mobilization Committee co
ordinating committee meeting at Cal. 
State College in Hayward Oct. 26. They 
represented schools throughout north
ern California from Humboldt to Stan-

Set Nov. 9 action 

in Houston, Texas 
HOUSTON- As a step

ping-stone to the Nov. 15 
mass demonstration in Wash
ington and the next stage of 
the fall offensive in Houston 
and Austin, the antiwar 
movement here has outlined 
plans for a Houston March 
for Peace, to take place Nov. 
9, beginning at Emancipa
tion Park (Dowling and El
gin) at 1 p.m. The march 
will be sponsored by the 
Houston Mobilization Com
mittee to End the War in Viet
nam and the University of 
Texas Student Mobilization 
Committee. 

islaus. The meeting finalized plans for 
the student contingent for the Nov. 15 
march in San Francisco, urged a stu
dent speaker at the march, and raised 
proposals for other actions during the 
fall offensive. 

The week of Nov. 8 through 14 is pro
jected as a week of intensive antiwar 
activity, including debates, rallies, anti
war fairs (to help raise money for 
buses), and a Nov. 10 vets rally. Nov. 
11, a legal holiday, will be used to 
leaflet G Is. Early on the morning of 
the 14th, there will be a march on to 
the Golden Gate Bridge with "Bring 
all the troops home now" banners. 

Many campuses will have rallies on 
the morning of the 14th and then go 
out into the community to urge all to 
join the Nov. 15 march. Many schools 
are also planning a response to Nixon's 
Nov. 3 speech with debates and sym
posiums. 

The next coordinating committee 
meeting will occur after the march. Plans 
for December include a war crimes tri
bunal and the schools are at work on 
the research now. Such a tribunal will 
be made up of Gls with indictments 
based on subcommittee reports from 
high schools, junior colleges, state col
leges, state universities, private schools, 
women and third-world students. 

Nov. 15 march 
keeps building 

Ry RICHARD FE!GEN BERG 
WASHINGTON, D. C. - Despite ef

forts by the :'\ixon administration to 
divide and isolate the antiwar move
ment through red-baiting, the momen
tum for the Nov. 15 mass march con
tinues. 

These attempts have not been success
ful; they have not stopped organizations 
like the Vietnam Moratorium Commit
tee from supporting the march on Wash
ington. 

In an Oct. 21 press conference, the 
coordinators of the Moratorium Com
mittee vowed to be marching on Nov. 
15 and urged their constituencies to be 
in Washington or San Francisco. 

In the local Washington area, SM Cs 
and other antiwar groups aligned with 
the SMC are springing up on campuses 
and in high schools every day. There 
are now such groups on at least 11 
campuses and in over 50 high schools 
and junior highs. Countywide SMCs 
exist in Montgomery, Fairfax, Prince 
George and Washington counties. Be
sides individual school- and countywide 
meetings, regional meetings every week 
draw over 200 activists. Similar enthu
siastic reports also continue to come in 
from all areas of the country. 

One of the most promising reports 
is from DeKalb, Ill. The Northern Il
linois University student government 
has pledged $7,500 to the local SMC 
to help transport people to Washing
ton for the Nov. 15 march. 

Internationally, the SMC has been in 
touch with groups and individuals in 
nearly every country in the world. Dem
onstrations in coordination with the 
U.S. fall offensive are planned in: .Ja
pan, England, New Zealand, Canada, 
Belgium, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, 
Germany, Australia and France. 

In conjunction with the Japanese anti
war movement, the SM C is planning 
a demonstration against the war in 
Vietnam, against the U. S.-Japan secur
ity treaty and against U. S.occupation of 
Okinawa around the time of .Japanese 
Premier Sa to's visit to the l'. S. later 
this month. The treaty, which gives 
the U. S. the right to establish bases in 
Japan, comes up for renewal next year. 
Premier Sato is coming to the U. S. to 
discuss extending the treaty in its pres
ent form on Nov. 17. The .Japanese 
antiwar movement has already had a 
number of large demonstrations protest
ing the treaty, and more are planned, 
culminating with a send-off demonstra
tion for Sato Nov. 17. 

Capitulating to these demonstrations, 
Sato has now called for reversion of 
Okinawa, but continues to favor allow
ing the L'. S. to keep its bases there and 
use them for bombing raids on Viet
nam. Gensuikin, the Japan Congress 
Against A and H Rombs, is sending 
two representatives to the lJ. S. to take 
part in the :\'ov. 15 march on Wash
ington. They will also take part in the 
SMC demonstration against Sato's visit. 

The fight against the { ·. S.-.1 a pan se
curity treaty and l'. S. occupation of 
Okinawa is an integral part of both 
the .Japanese antiwar movement and 
the American antiwar movement. 

Nixon will be going on television 
to try and stop the growing opposition 
to the war in Vietnam. Various rumors 
have been leaked about what he will 
say on Nov. 3. Whatever he says, the 
SM C will answer him in a press con
ference that evening. Nothing that Nix
on says will prevent Nov. 15 from 
being perhaps the largest antiwar dem
onstration ever held in this country. 

Plans are now being made in Wash
ington to accommodate a half million 
or more people. Among other things, 
the SMC is planning movement centers 
on Nov. 13 and 14 where activists can 
go for political discussion and enter
tainment. 

St. louis groups 

working toward 

Nov. 15 turnout 
ST. LOUIS-After a successful Oct. 

15 rally of 7,000 at Washington Uni
versity and a march in downtown St. 
Louis, the Greater St. Louis Peace 
Coalition has announced a series of 
Moratorium activities planned for Nov. 
13 and 14, including street-corner leaf
leting and petitioning and a mass Nov. 
13 evening send-off rally for the first 
busses to Washington for the Nov. 15 
demonstration. 

Planned for the morning of Nov. 14 
are campus and high school strikes 
and picketing of war-related industries. 

Transportation to Washington is 
being handled by the American Friends 
Service Committee, 44 7 DeBalivere, 
862-8070. Round-trip bus fare is $30 
for students, $35 for others. Buses leave 
6 p.m. Thurs evening and 1 p.m. Fri
day. For information call 862-5735 
or 725-3209. 

Photo by Brad Lyttle 

RESPOND TO AGNEW. D. C. Student Mobilization press conference. 
Left to right: Lynn Glixon, SMC staff; Allen Myers, SMC's GI Press 
Service editor; Carol Lipman, SMC executive sec'y; Norman Gold
stein, SMC staff. 
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Entrance to Ft. Dix "freedom" stockade 

Brutality in Dix stockade 
reported by congressman 

Representative Mario Biaggi ( D -
N.Y.) who has been investigating con
ditions at military bases for several 
months told reporters that prisoners 
in the Ft. Dix, N.J. stockade received 
"the most inhuman treatment" he had 
ever witnessed. 

He was referring specifically to a spe
cial diet, known as "disciplinary chow" 
which is given to prisoners being sub
jected to extra punishment. The "dief' 
includes a typical breakfast of two dry 
pancakes, two pieces of dry bread and 
a glass of water, and a typical lunch 
of one baked potato, one tablespoon 
of corn, one leaf of lettuce, two pieces 
of dry bread and one glass of water. 

The base information officer defended 
the diet as "standard Army procedure," 
but Biaggi commented that "if this food 
were served to our prisoners of war 
it probably would be a violation of 
the Geneva Convention." The Represen
tative also told reporters that he had 
received complaints of beatings by 
guards and failure by authorities to 
provide medical attention. 

Biaggi' s findings paralleled those of 
the ACLU which demanded an investi
gation of the Ft. Dix stockade last Jan-
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uary, and simply confirmed what sup
porters of the antiwar G Is being held 
at Ft. Dix have been saying for months. 

It was the in toler able conditions at 
Ft. Dix that sparked the stockade re
bellion last June 5, in which more than 
200 prisoners participated, leading to 
the case of the Ft. Dix 38. On that day, 
men from two compounds had been 
forced to stand at attention for five 
hours in the hot afternoon sun. That 
evening, a prisoner who asked for some 
water was thrown into solitary confine
ment, and as the word spread, the an
ger and frustration of the men broke 
loose. 

Pressure from the antiwar movement 
has forced the brass to drop or reduce 
the charges against most of the 38 Gis. 
Four of them, however - Terry Klug, 
Bill Brakefield, Jeff Russell and Tom 
Catlow - are still facing courts-martial 
and will probably go on trial in No
vember. 

Tuesday, Nov. 4 has been set as the 
date for the opening of the first general 
court-martial growing out of the .June 
5 rebellion at the Ft. Dix Stockade. 
.Jeffrey Russell, a Buddhist and con
scientious objector, will be tried on 
charges of riot, arson, conspiracy, and 
solicitation to riot. If convicted, Russell 
faces a 60-year sentence. 

Russell is being defended by Row land 
Watts of the Workers Defense League. 
Judith Vladeck and Curtis F. McClane 
are co-counsel. 

Russell has been held in "disciplinary 
segregation" since .June 6, has generally 
been kept on the starch and water diet, 
and has been allowed only one half 
hour of exercise daily. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Malcolm X anthology 
MALCOLM X, The Man and His Times. 
Edited by John Henrik Clarke. Macmil
lan. 1969. xxiv. 360 pp. Cloth $7.50, 
paperback $1.95. 

This is a generous collection of arti
cles, speeches and discussions about 
Malcolm X by more than 20 people, 
some of whom knew him well, plus ma
terial by Malcolm himself. Some of the 
contents is printed here for the first 
time, some has appeared previously in 
books, pamphlets or periodicals. The 
quality is uneven- some chapters are 
fascinating, while others make you 
wonder why they are included. Although 
the book does not add much new light 
on Malcolm for readers of the previous
ly published literature by and about 
that great revolutionary, it should be 
a welcome introduction for others -
that is, the majority of the population. 

The editor, .John Henrik Clarke, has 
made an intelligent division of the book 
into five parts: Malcolm X, The Man 
in Retrospect; Malcolm X at Close 
Range- Personal Views; Dialogues with 
Malcolm X; Malcolm X Abroad; Mal
colm X in His Own Words. 

Taking them in reverse order: The 
fifth part is quite good, although more 
than half is reprinted, but it is by no 
means "the basic writings and speeches 
of the man himself," as the cover calls 
it. Some of Malcolm's most important 
ideas and insights, especially from his 
last year, are simply not included in 
these 60 pages. 

"Malcolm X Abroad" is the best of 
the five parts, in this reader's opinion. 
Leslie Alexander Lacy's report on Mal
colm in Ghana and Lebert Bethune's 
on Malcolm in Europe, while very dif
ferent in style and approach, are equal
ly revealing, and Ruby M. and E. U. 
Essien- Cdom' s long essay, "Malcolm 
X: An International Man," really does 
justice to that theme. 

Two of the four dialogues are texts 
of television shows, both from Mal
colm's Black Muslim period. They ex
hibit what the editor correctly calls "the 
quickness of his mind and the sharp
ness of his articulation," even when 
weighted down by an obligation to de
fend Elijah Muhammad's dogma. The 
highlight of this section, however, is 
the transcript of a tape recording Mal
colm set up under a couch when two 
FBI agents came to his home in an 
attempt to buy him. (The date given 
for this encounter- May 29, 1964-
is obviously wrong because it occurred 
during the period of his suspension as 
a Black Muslim, which ended March 8.) 

The best of the "Personal Views" are 
those by Betty Shabazz, Malcolm's wid
ow, entitled "Malcolm X as a Husband 
and Father" (not to be confused with 
her article in Ebony last June), and 
"The Last Days of Malcolm X," by Earl 
Grant, who was one of the leaders of 
the Organization of Afro-American 
Unity. 

"The Man in Retrospect" section seems 
like a good opportunity missed. Two 
of the articles, by Wyatt Tee Walker 
and C. Eric Lincoln, are obnoxiously 
condescending and could well have been 
omitted. I don't say that because they 
were opponents of Malcolm- there 
would be a place in such a book for 
opponents who had something to say 
worth debating- but because their stuff 

Leon Trotsky 
On the Trade Unions 

95 cents 

Merit Publishers 
873 Broadway 

New York, N.Y. 10003 

Malcolm X 

is trite and their point of view more 
than well represented in the press of the 
ruling class. 

I call it a good opportunity missed 
because this could have been a forum 
for conflicting and clashing appraisals 
of Malcolm. Rev. Albert Cleage's well
known speech on "Myths About Mal
colm X'' is reprinted here from the Merit 
Publishers pamphlet of that name. 
Omitted, however, is the other half of 
that pamphlet-George Breitman's re
ply to what many have considered to 
be a one-sided presentation by Rev. 
Cleage. Presumably, this is because the 
editor limited his contributions to non
whites, but an Afro-American could 
easily have been invited to write on 
the subject. 

Half of James Boggs' article in this 
section is, as usual, devoted to bela
boring the Marxists. That isn't objec
tionable-the revolutionary movement 
can only benefit from debate and con
frontation of ideas- but it would be 
more enlightening if he would quit lump
ing genuine Marxists and spurious ones 
in the same bag. A genuine Marxist 
could have been found in the black com
munity to present a Marxist evalua
tion of Malcolm. 

Charles E. Wilson's article, "Leader
ship: Triumph in Leadership Tragedy," 
is one of the most interesting in the 
book; in some parts it is brilliant. But 
Wilson's assessment of Malcolm's lead
ership qualities is very controversial 
(and in my opinion, wrong). The book 
would have been much more effective 
and useful if another writer, with an 
opposing view, had been invited to 
challenge this part of Wilson's analysis. 

There are a number of factual errors 
in the book, especially of dates. It is 
to be hoped that they will be corrected 
in a future edition. The subject of this 
book deserves nothing but the best. 

-ALEX HARTE 
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GE fore es nationwide strike 
By FRANK LOVELL 

OCT. 29 - Striking electrical work
ers across the country who tied up the 
huge General Electric Corporationearly 
Monday morning, Oct. 27, may have 
started a far more basic struggle for 
wage guarantees than either their union 
leaders or the company spokesmen re
alized when the showdown came. 

Immediate aim of the strikers is a 
35-cent-an-hour increase above the pre
vious $3.25 average hourly wage. Be
yond this is the issue of protecting 
present wage standards against rising 
prices, thus challenging the administra
tion's wage restraint policy. 

Because workers in GE's many plants 
are divided into different, often feuding, 
unions, their solidarity is being tested. 
The unions, until now pitted one against 
the other, are using for the first time 
the method of "coalition bargaining." 

Also at stake is the bargaining con
cept of GE known as "Boulwarism," 
whereby GE since 1949 has simply con
fronted the unions with a wages and 
working conditions offer on a "take
it-or-leave-if' basis. 

In addition, this first nationwide 
strike since 1946 against G E raises 
the question of government intervention 
to force a settlement. The extent and ef
fectiveness of the strike, combined with 
the fact that GE is one of the chief bene
ficiaries of defense contracts ( manufac
turing some of the most sophisticated 
of the aerospace systems), will surely 
evoke congressional demands for 
"strike control" legislation and enforce
ment. 

Wage issue 
In accordance with its customary pro

cedure, GE on Oct. 27 offered a 20-
cents-an-hour across-the-board raise, 
and an additional 5 to 25 cents an hour 
for skilled workers. This wage scale 
would be in effect for one year after 
which time the question of wages would 
be renegotiated. Company negotiators 
have refused to budge from this offer. 

The unions have demanded a basic 
35-cents-an-hour raise, with an addition 
of 50 cents for skilled workers, for the 
first year of a 30-month contract. In 
the unions' demands, wages would in
crease 30 cents the second year of the 
contract, and go up another 25 cents 
at the start of the third year. Provi
sions are also made for cost-of-living 
adjustments to meet the continuous rise 

Westinghouse 

sets price hike 
On the very day strikers 

closed General Electric plants, 
GE's principal competitor in 
the household appliances 
field- Westinghouse Electric 
Corp. - announced a price in
crease on all 1970 model re
frigerators, washers, dryers, 
ranges, waterheaters, etc. 

Company spokesmen said 
the exact price hikes would be 
announced as the new models 
are introduced. 

This must be the electrical 
industry's answer to Nixon's 
"fight inflation" letter of Oct. 
18. They are saying that any 
wage gains will be passed on 
to consumer in the form of 
higher prices . . . with enough 
extra to keep all-time high 
profits up. 

Westinghouse's contract with 
the electrical workers union ex
pires Nov. 9. 

in prices. 
Economic uncertainty 

Both sides are seeking, each in its 
own way, to hedge against economic 
contingencies. The union officials are 
anxious to nail down a wage settlement 
for the next 30 months with a modified 
cost-of-living clause similar to that in
corporated in the 1967 contracts in 
the auto industry. They are willing to 
settle for what appears to them "equit
able wages" with an added compensa
tion to be paid somewhat in accordance 
with rising prices. 

GE insists upon keeping all options 
open. It claims 20 cents an hour is its 
"besf' offer, refusing to consider a cost
of-living escalator clause. 

Moreover the electrical trust does not 
want to be bound by any wage agree
ment for more than one year because 
there is no certainty about the future. 
Many economists foresee the possibility 
of an economic downturn by the time 
another year comes around. In such 
an eventuality, GE anticipates that it 
may be in a very much stronger bar
gaining position with the increase of 
unemployment. Even if the inflationary 
spiral continues to climb at the present 
rate, a cutback in production and the 
accompanying increase in unemploy
ment would place the employers in a 
position to launch a broadside against 
the unions and drive down the stan
dard of living of the workers. 

There is no guarantee that such an 
opportunity for the employers will pre
sent itself in the course of economic 
developments, but it is part of G E tra
dition never to close off in advance 
any possible opportunity to cut wages 
and raise profits. 

Boulwarism 
Among the giant corporations in this 

country G E has been most free to con
duct its labor relations in a manner 
that was the envy of all the others. This 
was possible because of the weak, rival 
unions within its vast empire. This re
sulted mainly from the bureaucratic, 
cold-war expulsion of the United Elec
trical workers from the CIO in 1949 
and the organization of a rival CIO 
union, the International Union of Elec
trical Workers. 

This circumstance of dual and feud
ing unions made possible the GE labor 
policy known as "Boulwarism," thought 
by some to be a clever formula for 
big business to deal with organized 
workers. 

The term derives from a former G E 
vice-president in charge of labor rela
tions, Lemuel R. Boulware, who sim
ply took advantage of union weakness 
and disorganization to dictate his own 
terms. 

That long period of union weakness 
appears now to have been overcome, 
at least for the beginning stages of the 
present strike. 

Coalition bargaining 
This strike was called by a coalition 

of 13 unions representing GE workers, 
most in the AF L-CIO. These 13 include: 
Independent United Electrical Workers 
(representing 88,500 of GE's 310,000 
employees), the International Associa
tion of Machinists, the Carpenters, Steel
workers, Plumbers, Sheetmetal Workers, 
Technical Engineers; also (not in the 
AFL-CIO) the United Auto Workers, 
and the Teamsters. In addition, the 
United Electrical Workers ( indepen
dent), representing the second largest 
group of GE employees (16,000) is 
striking in collaboration with IUE. 

The fact that all these unions could 
reach agreement on a common action 
is a great advance over their previous 
condition of disunity and disorganiza
tion. 

Government intervention 
Even though the Nixon administra

tion piously claims it wants to a void 

-FEB. 28, 1946: Famed photo of cop violence in last nationwide 
strike against G E. 

interference in the "free collective bar
gaining process," it was clear from the 
beginning that ways were being sought 
by government agents to strengthen the 
hand of the corporation. 

A team of government mediators, 
headed by Walter A. Maggiolo of the 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Ser
vice, attempted to extend negotiations 
beyond the strike deadline. Both sides 
rejected these efforts. 

However, the unions under the lead
ership of IUE president Paul Jennings 
offered to submit all questions in dis
pute to arbitration. This was rejected 
by GE. 

The outcome of such arbitration pro
ceedings as proposed by the unions in 
this instance have rarely resulted in ma
jor gains for workers, especially when 
undertaken to avoid a strike. The fail
ure of government spokesmen to score 
GE's arrogant attitude for its outright 
rejection of arbitration clearly shows 
how sympathetic and completely sub
servient these government agents are to 
the attitude and aims of the corporation. 

President Jennings of I U E has 
charged in the first day of the strike 
that Secretary of Labor George P. 
Shultz plays along with GE by advanc
ing arguments long ago dropped by 
corporation spokesmen, such as the 
timeworn one that the company cannot 
afford to pay union wage demands. 

Union power 
There are no clever means for win

ning over government agencies to the 
union side. The success of union nego
tiations depends in the final analysis 
upon the independent power of the 
unions and their ability to keep the 
280 GE plants in 33 states tied up. 

Even though GE announced its in
tention to challenge this power and has 
for the past two decades kept the unions 
off balance, the present strike clearly 
demonstrates a new relationship. 

Everywhere the strikers have set up 
mass picket lines and are keeping the 
scabs - supervisors as well as non
union production workers - out of the 

plants. This has led to some picket 
line clashes and at the huge Schenec
tady, N.Y., plant there were arrests of 
strikers. A strike leader there was re
ported to have told police, "If you want 
a war, we'll give you a war." This un
doubtedly expresses the sentiment of 
the membership in all the unions now 
battling General Electric. 

In Philadelphia where another G E 
plant was closed, one of the strikers, 
referring to prices in an A&P store win
dow across the street from the picket 
line, said, "That's why we're out here." 

New and Recent 
Merit Books 

Military Writings 
by Leon Trotsky 

$5.95 
(paper) 1.95 

The Founding Con- Special pre-
vention of the IWW: publication 
Proceedings price (to Oct. 1) 9.50 

Leon Trotsky- The Man and 
His Work: Reminiscences and 
Appraisals by 18 Writers (paper) 2.45 

Empiricism and Its Evolution 4.95 
by George Novack (paper) 2.45 

Writings of Leon Trotsky 
( 1939-40) (paper) 2.45 

Fifty Years of World Revolu-
tion, Edited by Ernest Mandel 7.95 

Recent Merit Reprints 

An Introduction to the 4.95 
Logic of Marxism 
by George Novack (paper) 1.50 

The Revolution Betrayed 5.95 
by Leon Trotsky (paper) 2.95 

Socialism on Trial 4.95 
by James P. Cannon (paper) 1.50 

The Case of Leon Trotsky 10.00 

Order from Merit Publlahera 
873 Broadway, N.Y., N.Y., 10003 



Page 12 THE MILITANT Friday, Nov. 7, 1969 

Campaign windup 

Stapleton and Stokes to debate 
By DAVID WULP 

CLEVELAND, Oct. 27- Carl Stokes, 
incumbent Democratic Party candidate 
for mayor, has agreed to debate So
cialist Workers Party mayoral candi
date Syd Stapleton before the City Club 
Nov. 2. Such a debate between mayoral 
candidates is traditional in big city elec
tions here. The Republican challenger, 
Ralph Perk. has refused to appear. 

As the campaign moves into its last 
week, it has gotten harder and hard
er to differentiate between the positions 
of Stokes and Perk. Both candidates 
are hitting the "law-and-order" ques-

'-'leveland Press 

Syd Stapleton 

tion equally hard. Recently Stokes has 
gone beyond calling for more police 
and suggested that the source of the 
problem is "permissive parents." He has 
even indicated, in the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer, that the solution to the problem 
is "more whippings." 

On the campus, the mayoralty cam
paign will have its greatest impact Oct. 

Japanese protest 

H-bomb flights 
from Okinawa 

U.S. B-52 bombers based on Oki
nawa have been carrying H-bombs on 
regular patrol missions in the vicinity 
of China and North Korea, the Jap
anese news agency Kyodo cabled Oc
tober 23. 

The agency claimed to base its re
port on "reliable sources" in Okinawa. 
According to these sources, the B-52s 
fly out of Kadena air base at 2:30p.m. 
in a six-plane formation, always ac
companied by KC135 refuelingtankers. 
The first two planes in the formation 
are believed to carry the H-bombs. 

The Kyodo report touched off a wave 
of protest on_ the American-occupied 
Japanese island where the bombers are 
based. Even Chobyo Yara, the lib
eral chief executive of the Ryukyu 
chain, which includes Okinawa, de
clared: "I am very shocked. I do 
not know why patrols have to be car
ried out, but they are desirable 
neither for Okinawa nor for the peace 
in Asia." Yara said that he would de
mand withdrawal of the bombers. 

The Okinawa Reversion Council, 
which demands return of the island 
to Japan, has called for a strike No
vember 13 - the same day the second 
round of fall antiwar actions is sched
uled to begin in the U.S. - to protest 
Tokyo's complicity in the continued use 
of the territory as a military base. 

31. On that day there will be a mock 
election for mayor and a series of ref
erendum-style questions on the war, 
black control of the black community, 
and lowering the voting age to 19-
a question that is on the general ballot 
as well. 

Stapleton has made support for low
ering the voting age an important part 
of his campaign. "The right to vote can 
be an important weapon in the hands 
of young people," he says, "but like 
any other weapon it must be pointed 
in the right direction to do any good. 
For this reason I ask young people to 
consider the ideas of my campaign, to 
support us now." 

Stapleton has had a series of dorm 
meetings at Case-Western Reserve Uni
versity. At each of these meetings, peo
ple have volunteered to work on the 
campaign. 

One of the most popular parts of 
the Stapleton campaign has been 
a militant attack on the Cleveland United 
Appeal Drive as one of the many devices 
used by finance capital to get workers 
to underwrite social services that should 
be financed by big business. The pro
paganda campaign for this appeal has 
hit everywhere in Cleveland, including 
the grade schools, where the children 
learn songs and cheers to give, give, 
give or else. 

The United Appeal was the subject 
of one of the three spot announcements 
that Stapleton's campaign supporters 
taped for WEWS-TV. Other announce
ments deal with black control of black 
education and th~. war in Vietnam. 
Stapleton is using much of his free 
media time to promote the November 
Moratorium. 

It is difficult to give the full flavor 
of the imagination which has gone into 
these announcements. However, one of 
the scripts will give some idea of the 
ways in which socialist ideas can be 
presented if socialists have access to 
the media: 

Businessman: Once again it's time 
to dig deeply into your pocket to help 
the poor and needy. The Appeal 
appeals to you to give generously. 

Worker: All right, all right. How 
much am I supposed to give? 

Businessman: Your yearly income is? 
Worker: $6,000. 
Businessman: According to our 

schedule, you should pay $72. 
Worker: Hey, that's a lot of money. 

Dissident officers 

reported iailed 

in Soviet Union 

According to the Oct. 24 New York 
Times, three Soviet naval officers were 
arrested last June for "anti-Soviet" ac
tivities after writing an appeal calling 
for democratization of Soviet society. 

The three were reportedly arrested 
in Tallinn, capital of Estonia, where 
they were reproducing a "program of 
the democratic movement of the Soviet 
Union" for distribution. This is the first 
reported case of active-duty Soviet of
ficers arrested for recent antibureaucrat
ic political activities, although a retired 
general, Pyotr Grigorenko, was arrested 
May 7 for supporting the Crimean Tar
tars' demands for self-determination. 

Two of the officers were tentatively 
identified by the Times as Gavrilov and 
Paramonov; the third was unidentified. 

The same three officers, the Times 
believes, signed an earlier letter con
demning the August 1968 Soviet in
vasion of Czechoslovakia. 

Businessman: You work for me, don't 
you? Well we want 100 percent in this 
plant. Last year we had 100 percent, 
and this year we want 100 percent. 
None of my workers are going to get 
out of it. 

Worker: You win, sir. 
Stapleton: Excuse me. I'd like to make 

a comment. You told your employee 
to give $72 to the Appeal. That's 1.2 
percent of his income. Since your cor
poration made $200 million last year, 
you should give at least 1.2 percent, 
or $2,400,000. Then he could keep 
his $72. It's like taxes. If corporations 
were really taxed, then working peo
ple wouldn't be bled dry. 

Businessman: What are you, some 
kind of a communist? 

Stapleton: I'm Syd Stapleton, social
ist candidate for mayor. I urge every
one who believes in taxing the corpora
tions and the rich instead of the work
ing people to support my campaign." 

In addition to these spots, Stapleton 
has made other radio and TV appear-

James Harris 
ances in more sedate format. On Oct. 
31, there will be a campaign rally fea
turing Linda Jenness who was SWP 
candidate for mayor of Atlanta, Syd 
Stapleton, and two candidates endorsed 
by the SWP who are running for East 
Cleveland board of education, .James 
Harris, an SWP member, and indepen
dent candidate Gloria Gould. 

Cleveland SWP urges vote 

for Harris and Gould 
CLEVELAND - Speaking for the 

Cleveland Socialist Workers Party, 
James E. Harris, Jr. issued the follow
ing statement: 

"I want to ask everyone who believes 
in quality education to vote for me and 
Mrs. Gloria Gould for the two vacant 
seats to be filled on the East Cleveland 
board of education. The racial charac
ter of East Cleveland is changing, and 
so are the educational facilities and pro
grams. They are getting worse. 

" The major response of East Cleve
land officials to this change has been 
to institute vocational training pro
grams. These programs do not talk to 
the basic educational problems that 
black people face, both in East Cleve
land and elsewhere. They simply train 
black people for marginal jobs and 
for a life of poverty. 

"Mrs. Gould and I are the only can
didates who call for black control of 

Carl Stokes 

black education. We know that the black 
community is quite capable of deciding 
for itself what black children should 
be taught and are also able to see that 
teaching programs, once decided on, 
will be carried out. 

"None of the other candidates have 
shown any real knowledge of the educa
tional problems that black people face, 
much less a real solution for these prob
lems. My party, the Socialist Workers 
Party, joins with me in urging all East 
Cleveland voters to vote a Harris
Gould slate." 

Harris noted that both he and Mrs. 
Gould would be speaking at the Staple
ton campaign rally later in the week 
and urged all the supporters of his 
campaign to attend. 
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SLP dissidents 

turn toward 

mass movement 

By ROBERT LANGSTON 
The Socialist Labor Party is split

ting. Groups of dissident, former mem
bers of the party have been formed 
in at least five areas across the coun
try, and most SLP sections appear 
to have lost some members. 

radical student movements, and who 
believe that, instead of trying to keep 
the party 'pure' and antiseptic by for
bidding any contact with such groups, 
the party ought to be wrestling with 
the question: How can we get SLP 
ideas across to them? 

"And there are members who have 
misgivings over both the erosion of 
party democracy and the intellectual 
stultification that is a logical con
sequence of the substitution of dogma 
for dialectics, and indoctrination for 
education. But few actually raise voices 
of protest, or express their doubts." 

Most of the dissidents are motivated 
by the same considerations as Hass. 
They want to relate to the antiwar, 

Daniel DeLeon 

student and black movements. 
The Socialist Committee of Corre

spondence participated with its own 
contingent in the Nagasaki Day 
demonstration in New York last Au
gust. And last April 5, the Daniel 
DeLeon League, consisting of dis
sident DeLeonists from the old Indus
trial Union Party and some recent 
departees from the SLP, marched in 
the New York antiwar demonstration. 

In the Bay Area and Los Angeles, 
former SLPers now organized in the 
Socialist League for Industrial Govern
ment are working to build the Nov. 
15 demonstration in San Francisco. 

The SLP was formed in 1876, 
largely by Marxist German immigrant 

The last time a major split occurred 
in this oldest of U.S. socialist orga
nizations was in 1931. At that time, 
a faction opposed to the SLP's tradi
tional, sectarian trade-union policy de
parted to form the Industrial Union 
Party. Those dissidents were respond
ing to the beginning of the massive 
working-class upsurge that led to the 
formation of the CIO. They wanted 
to be out where the action was in
stead of standing on the sidelines de
claring every gain won by the workers 
to be a fraud. 

And the only other significant split 
in the SLP's 93-year history took place 
around the turn of the century, when 
a group headed by Morris Hillquit 
walked out to join with Eugene Debs' 
social democrats to form the Socialist 
Party. In the years that followed, 
sharpening working-class struggle and 
the rebellion of the small farmers led 
to the formation of the Industrial Work
ers of the World, a multitude of small
farmer and lower-middle-class protest 
movements, and the building of the 
numerically strongest socialist move
ment the country had ever seen 
before- or has seen since. 

Fla. woodworkers strike; 
students build support 

It is tempting to formulate a law: 
When the SLP splits, something big 
is about to happen. 

By DOUG JENNESS held at the local's union hall direct
ly across the highway from the fac
tory. Every day one can hear for blocks 
around the spirited chanting of the 
picketers, "On strike- Shut it down!" 

The SDS chapter at Florida State 
University has helped organize sup
port on the campus for the strike and 
has helped man the picket lines. They 
have also organized a couple of 
marches in Tallahassee in support of 
the strikers, the largest of which was 
about 200 people. 
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workers. In 1890, the astonishing 
Daniel DeLeon joined it. 

DeLeon possessed one of the most 
powerful minds in the history of Amer
ican Marxism. He was also one of the 
most stubborn, self-righteous, and 
autocratic men in American radical 
history. His mighty personality shaped 
the SLP, and though he has been 
dead these 55 years, he remains the 
party's unchallengeable leader. 

DeLeon saw with a clarity unusual 
among Marxists of his time that re
forms tend to dilute the class con
sciousness of workers. He correctly 
stressed that it is the business of rev
olutionaries to expose mercilessly the 
inadequacy of all concessions made 
by the ruling class. But from these 
correct premises, DeLeon tended to 
draw the false tactical conclusion that 
socialists ought therefore not to par
ticipate in the workers' daily struggles 
for immediate gains and should carry 
out their propaganda from the side
lines of the real struggles. 

DeLeon also understood more clear
ly than most Marxists of his time 
the role of trade-union bureaucrats 
as misleaders of labor. Some of his 
analyses- and excoriations- of the 
behavior of AFL leaders retain their 
full validity to this day and are among 
the most incisive and biting polemics 
in socialist history. But from his per
fectly sound analysis, he drew the false 
tactical conclusion that socialists ought 
not participate in existing trade unions 
under any circumstances. 

Rather, DeLeon insisted, they should 
try to build at all times and in all 
places socialist industrial unions, com
mitted to the full program of the SLP. 
They would constitute the basic units 
of economic and administrative orga
nization of the new, socialist society. 

As DeLeon grew older, all these ten
dencies towards sectarianism and iso
lation from the mass movement be
came more pronounced. And after his 
death, his doctrine and especially his 
errors were sanctified by the epigonal 
leaders of the party as holy writ, eter
nal and inviolable. Not surprisingly, 
the once real if modest influence the 
SLP had among radical workers 
shrank to the point where the SLP 
became an isolated sect, wholly un
able to intervene in any mass move
ment. 

Today, there are elements within the 
SLP who want to change all that, 
who want to separate DeLeon's real 
achievements from his crotchets, and 
who want to make his ideas and other 
ideas of revolutionary Marxism once 
again a living reality in the U.S. 

Some who left the SLP in the 1930s 
or who were recruited into the Indus
trial Union Party found their way 
to authentic revolutionary Marxism 
and the Socialist Workers Party. It 
is likely that some of the present-day 
rebel DeLeonists will do likewise. 

Like the previous dissidents, those 
who are leaving the SLP today seem 
to be responding primarily to the 
party's lack of internal democracy, its 
theoretical ossification and, above all, 
its hidebound sectarianism in relating 
(that is, failing to relate) to existing 
mass struggles. 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla -More than 
280 of the 300 workers at Tallahassee's 
largest factory, Elberta Crate and Box 
Company, are on strike. It is the first 
strike against this company in its 70-
year history. The workers, most of 
whom are black, are members of In
ternational Woodworkers of America, 
Local 5-181. They walked out on Sept. 
23 demanding a ten-percent wage in
crease across the board, an end to 
racial discrimination in pay, wage in
creases with the rise in cost of living, 
and about a dozen other improvements 
in working conditions. 

In a leaflet distributed by picketers 
to company scabs, they state, "Twice 
every day, six days a week, a line 
of 20 or 30 old rusted cars and trucks 
go through the gates of Elberta Crate 
and Box Company. In these worn-out 
old vehicles, ride worn-out workers who, 
after a lifetime of service to the box 
factory, have nothing to show for their 
toils except rusted old cars and a dis
mal old age on social security. They 
do not even have a retirement plan .... 

SMCers 
arrested 

in Gainesville 
for leafleting 

The rebellion inside the SLP is not 
a matter of a few recent recruits
though apparently the bulk of the dis
sidents are younger members. One of 
the rebels is Eric Hass, who resigned 
from the party last April. Hass was 
a member of the party for 40 years; 
since 1938 he had been the editor of 
the SLP's organ, The Weekly People; 
he was its presidential candidate in 
four elections; and was unquestionably 
the SLP's most prominent public 
spokesman. 

In an article entitled, "Why I Re
signed from the SLP," published in 
the July issue of Socialist Forum, Hass 
detailed his reasons for leaving the 
party he had served so loyally for 
40 years: 

"I am personally convinced that there 
are SLP members who are secretly 
at odds with the National Office over 
its hostile attitude toward the Vietcong 
and toward antiwar protesters. I be
lieve there are SLP members who dis
agree with the party's antagonistic at
titude toward militant blacks and 

"Jack Simmons [owner of Elberta 
Crate and Box Co.] is not interested 
in the lives of workers. He is interested 
in seeing the continuation of the war 
in Vietnam (which is killing your sons 
and brothers), so that he can continue 
to supply the crates in which the M-40 
and M-50 shells are shipped .... " 

A temporary injunction was brought 
against the union when strikers at
tempted to keep the scabs out of the 
plant. This injunction hasn't daunted 
the workers. At an Oct. 10 meeting, 
union leader Nero Pender told the 
workers that if they don't get a sub
stantial part of their demands the trains 
carrying lumber into the factory will 
have to be stopped. 

Picketing is organized and rallies are 

GAINESVILLE, Fla.- Two mem
bers of the Student Mobilization Com
mittee to End the War in Vietnam were 
arrested for distributing antiwar leaf
lets here Oct. 10. In addition, a mem
ber of the Young Socialist Alliance is 
accused of violating parole for leaving 
the county without permission. 

SMC activists David and Judy Rossi 
were distributing leaflets announcing the 
visit of Andrew Pulley of the Ft. Jack
son Eight to the campus of the Uni
versity of Florida when a campus cop 
took a leaflet, dropped it, and ordered 
David to pick it up, shouting, "Hey, 
boy." Later the cop told David he was 
under arrest for resisting arrest, hand
cuffed both David and Judy, man
handled them and dragged them to the 
city jail. There they were charged with 
"disorderly conduct by use of words"
words allegedly uttered on the way to 
the jail. They were denied a copy of 
the charges. 

A hearing on the case is scheduled 
for Oct. 28, and the Young Socialist 
Alliance has called for a defense rally 

outside the city hall at that time. 
The second case involves Jim Fine, 

a YSA member who was placed on 
probation earlier this year on a frame
up charge of procuring marijuana for 
sailors on an Apirl 6 peace march, a 
charge that had no basis in fact. The 
authorities claimed at the time that they 
had affidavits from sailors against Fine, 
but later admitted that no such affi
davits existed. 

After Fine appeared on a television 
show, speaking before the Jacksonville 
Human Rights Council, he was charged 
with violating his parole by leaving 
the county without permission, despite 
the fact that his probation officer had 
informed him that he could travel with
in a radius of 100 miles of Gaines
ville without permission. Fine's parole 
hearing is Oct. 30. 

To defend these three activists framed 
up by a repressive local government, 
financial assistance may be sent to: 
Florida Defense Fund, Box 13157, Uni
versity Sta., Gainesville, Fla. 32601. 
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Lebanese events 

show power 

of Arab revolution 

By ROBERT LANGSTON 
OCT. 29- The events of the past week 

in Lebanon may well mark a turning 
point in the development of the revolu
tion in the Arab East. For the first time 
since the June 1967 war, the masses 
of an Arab country have in large num
bers challenged their rulers in direct 
defense of the Palestinian liberation 
fighters. 

To a greater extent than ever before, 
the Palestinian revolutionary organiza
tions have appealed to the Arab masses 
over the heads of an Arab government. 
And at this writing, it appears that the 
time-honored method Lebanese rulers 
have used to hold the masses in check
the appeal to divisions between the 
Christian and Moslem communities and 
the hysterical invocation of a manufac
tured "Syrian threat"- may be losing 
its effectiveness. The Lebanese masses 
are infuriated by government efforts 
to appease Israel by curbing the com
mandos. 

At the same time, the actions of the 
various actors in these events reveal 
with remarkable clarity the fundamen
tal alignments in the Arab world. 

On the one hand, there are the semi
feudal landowners, the capitalists and 

Arab lawyers 

in Israel protest 

rights' breach 
[The following are excerpts from a 

statement by nine prominent Arab Is
raeli lawyers presented to the first Jew
ish International Congress of Lawyers 
and Jurists, which met recently in Jeru
salem.] 

• • • 
Some of us were detained administra

tively on June 5, 1967, or soon there
after. No charge was preferred and no 
trial took place. 

Others are ordered to report to a 
police station once a day and remain 
indoors one hour after sunset until sun
rise. 

These measures are against human 
rights and a disgrace to our profession 
as lawyers and defenders of rights and 
of accused persons. 

We are unable under these circum
stances to fulfill our duties towards our 
clients and uphold law and justice. 

Hundreds of Arab citizens in Israel 
are administratively at present subject
ed to these restrictions depriving them 
of freedom of movement or ordered to 
house arrest or detention. 

These regulations which were promul
gated by the British Rule in Palestine in 
1945 were applied against the Jewish 
and Arab peoples in Palestine with the 
purpose of maintaining the British Co
lonial Rule. 

We would be grateful if you support 
our struggle in the manner and means 
you find fit with a view to abrogate 
the military orders and restrictions 
against free movement in our country 
imposed administratively and arbitrar
ily against us. 

their retainers. These groups rule direct
ly in such countries as Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan and Lebanon. They are an in
tegral part of the world imperialist sys
tem, and they normally act, whatever 
their huffing and puffing, as capitula
tors to Zionism. 

With interests diametrically opposed 
to these reactionary elements are the 
masses of the Arab people- the poor 
peasants, the workers and, especially, 
the Palestinian refugees who have lost 
everything as a result of the Zionist 
colonization. They constitute the poten
tially consistently revolutionary groups 
in the Arab East; as yet, however, with 
the exception of the Palestinians, they 
largely lack independent organization 
and adequate leadership. But they have 
been the strongest base of support for 
those measures that regimes like the 
Syrian, Egyptian and Iraqi have taken 
against imperialism and domestic cap
italism. 

By far the most politically advanced 
of the Arab masses are the Palestinians. 
In large numbers !hey have taken up 
arms against their oppression, and they 
possess in the guerrilla and commando 
groups- Fatah, the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, the Demo
cratic Popular Front, etc.- organiza
tions that are largely independent of 
the existing Arab regimes. 

Vacillating between these two basic 
forces are the regimes of the more pro
gressive Arab states like Egypt, Syria 
and Iraq. Their rhetoric is often super
revolutionary and super-anti-imperial
ist, they have dealt some real blows at 
imperialism and some sections of do
mestic capital, and they are sensitive 
to mass pressure. But at key moments, 
their tendency is to compromise with 
imperialism, Zionism and domestic cap
italism to further the interests of the 
ruling strata of army officers, state bu
reaucrats, better-off peasants and those 
capitalists closely connected with state 
industry. 

The touchstone of governments and 
parties in the Arab East today is their 
attitude towards the Palestinian struggle. 
And in Lebanon this pask week, the 
various forces have run true to form. 

On Oct. 18 - two days after the Beirut 
office of the Palestinine Liberation Or
ganization was demolished by bazooka 
fire- the Lebanese army attacked units 
of Al Fatah near the village of Majdal 
Selm, close to the Israeli border. During 
the next three days, there were further 
bloody encounters between fedayeen
Palestinian guerrillas- and Lebanese 
troops. 

Following these attacks, Fatah took 
the offensive. In the north on Oct. 22, 
the Palestinians fought the Lebanese 
army near the N ahr-el-Bared refugee 
camp and seized a police station at 
Baddawi. The following day, fedayeen 
attacked three customs stations on the 
Lebanese-Syrian border and detained 
24 border guards. The same day, refu· 
gees, under Fatah leadership, battled 
police near Beirut. 

On Oct. 24, Fatah occupied Bint Jbell, 
a town of 50,000 four miles from the 
Israeli border. The army put Bint Jbell 
under siege and seized Deir Mimass, 
15 miles north of Bint Jbell, to prevent 
a similar Fatah occupation. 

Photo by Joel Aber 

PROTEST AT LEBANESE MISSION. Arab students in New York 
protested Lebanese government attacks on Palestinian guerrillas with 
demonstration at Lebanese UN mission Oct. 27. Iranian Students 
Association and Young Socialist Alliance members took part. 

The Fatah units already stationed 
in Lebanon were reinforced by 300 
additional ones equipped with heavy 
mortars and armor, that entered the 
country from Syria on Oct. 25. 
Lebanese, Israeli and U.S. sources at 
first began to talk of a Syrian invasion, 
but that line was soon dropped. The 
300 were overwhelmingly Palestinian. 

Since Oct. 26, fighting between the 
fedayeen and the army has been spo
radic, and it is hard to estimate the 
military situation. Writing in today's 
New York Times,Dana Adams Schmidt 
summarized the situation: Guerrillas of 
the Fatah organization in the last week 
have greatly strengthened their position 
in Lebanon in offensives in the southern, 
central and northern parts of the coun
try." 

Their ability to do this has, of course, 
been made possible by the spontaneous, 
massive support of the Lebanese peo
ple. Huge demonstrations have occurred 
in Beirut, Balbeck, and other cities, 
but above all in Tripoli. In that port 
and industrial city of 300,000-the sec
ond largest in Lebanon- there is a sit
uation of virtual dual power. 

Writing in yesterday's Le Monde, Ber
nadette Marchal described the city last 
Sunday: "The port and the lower-class 
quarter of El Mina are isolated, their 
entrances guarded by policemen. The 
army will not risk entering the area. 
Nor will it venture into the old city, 
which is held by the 'rebels.'" Writing 
in the Oct. 27 New York Times, Eric 
Pace reported that the rebels "hold sway 
over neighborhoods" comprising a third 
of the city. 

In the absence of a leadership with 
the perspective of taking power in Leba
non, it is unlikely that the Lebanese 
masses will be able to push their ad
vantage far. Bernadette Marchel writes 
in the Oct. 28 Le Monde that the dom
inant force in the leadership at this 
moment is the Baath Party, which is 
ideologically aligned with the Syrian 
regime. Rather than seeking to lead 
the masses towards sharper struggles, 
this leadership seems to be trying to 
rein the masses in. According to Ber
nadette Marchal, the Tripoli Baath 
Leader, Dr. Rafei,explained that "strikes, 
demonstrations, leaflet distributions 
should cease in expectation of a po
litical solution." "The parties of the left 
have made their point, Bernadette Mar
chal summarized, "they are hoping to 
obtain their goals without any more 
violence." 

To their credit, the Baath leaders have 
not (yet?) backed down in their support 
of Fatah's demand for complete free
dom of movement in Lebanon. But 
by retreating from the mass mobiliza
tion, they are weakening the struggle 
for that demand. 

Unable to accomplish its goal of li
quidating the guerrilla movements on 
Lebanese soil because of the upsurge 
of the Lebanese masses and the mili
tary abilities of the fedayeen, the Leba
nese government is seeking to return 
to the compromise worked out with the 
guerrillas following last spring's unsuc
cessful attempt to liquidate them: The 
guerrillas are to be restricted to an 
area in Mount Hermon, they are to 
maintain only training installations; no 
operations against Israel are to be 
mounted from Lebanese soil. 

President Nasser of Egypt, consistent 
with the character of his regime, has 
intervened in an attempt to mediate 
the conflict. Press reports indicate that 
he is trying to bring the two sides to
gether on a "coordination" formula: 
more extensive freedom of movement 
to the guerrillas, but on condition that 
they "coordinate" their actions with the 
Lebanese army. 

Thus far, the guerrilla leaders are 
standing firm on their demand for com
plete freedom of action. Fatah is appeal
ing more forthrightly than ever before 
for the support of the Arab masses over 
the heads of their governments. 

Massive popular demonstrations in 
support of the fedayeen have been re
ported in Syria, Iraq and Jordan. The 
Syrian and Iraqi governments have 
given vigorous verbal support to the 
fedayeen's demands. But the action of 
the Baath in Tripoli-closely aligned 
politically with the Syrian government
shows, perhaps, how much can really 
be expected of Damascus. And while 
Radio Bagdad has spoken of the pos
sibility of placing the Iraqi army under 
fedayeen command, the Bagdad govern
ment has not yet even lifted its ban on 
fedayeen activity in Iraq. 

By James P. Cannon: 

Socialism on Trial 
Ill pp. paper $1.50, doth $4.95 

The official court record of James 
P. Cannon's testimony in the 1941 
frame-up sedition trial of 28 leaders 
of the Socialist Workers Party and 
of the Minneapolis truck drivers' 
union. A founder of the American 
Trotskyist movement and the party's 
national secretary at the time, 
Cannon was the chief spokesman for 
the defendants. 

His testimony constitutes one of the 
most persuasive statements ever 
made of the goals and methods of 
revolutionary socialism. 
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Free-worldism begins at home- Vice 
President Agnew's daughter Kim, 14, 
wanted to march in the Moratorium 
but big daddy said no. "She was un
happy for a day," the veep said, "but 
she got over it. Parental-type power 
must be exercised. Some parents have 
forgotten how." 

T S. Dep't- The antiwar movement 
will have to go it alone Nov. 15. The 
Young People's Socialist League, which 
supported the Oct. 15 Moratorium "crit
ically" (They felt the Moratorium lead
ers were too far left), will not support 
the Nov. 15 D. C. march because, they 
said, the New Mobe and Student Mobe 
leaders "are more committed to an NLF 
victory than to peace." Meanwhile the 
Saigon dictatorship's "national as
sembly" adopted a resolution assailing 
the U.S. antiwar movement. 

Seeks reason- The president's son
in-law, David Eisenhower, in a letter 
to the Amherst campus paper, said he 
and his wife Julie would have joined 
in Moratorium day observances "had 
we felt a real possibility for rational 
discussion existed." They sought refuge 
for the day in that sanctuary of ra
tionality, the White House. 

The planners-J. Gordon Roberts, 
operator of a dairy farm near the SAC 
base in Omaha, Neb., not only has 
air raid shelters for his family and 
employees, but a third one for 200 
cows and two bulls. A company spokes
man explained: "What's the use of hav
ing a lot of people left after a nuclear 
attack if we can't feed them? By keep
ing pedigree animals down here we 
are assured of building up good herds 
again." 

Do the best you can-"PIG" has been 
added to the list of such three-letter 
words as SEX, BRA, BVD and GOD 
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which are banned from California li
cense plates. HOG is permitted. 

Apt title- We were a bit nonplussed 
on opening the morning mail to find 
an invitation from Business Week to 
The Militant to attend a special manage
ment conference on "Money and the 
Corporation." A registration blank was 
enclosed. The fee for the entire two
day get-together, including lunches but 
not hotel rooms, $325. At those rates 
we won't be able to send more than 
two staff members. 

Want to stick around-An insurance 
company reports a brisk sale of a pol
icy which includes a discount for non
smokers. Principal customers, they re
port, are business execs who average 
40 years in age and $26,000 in income. 
Like they used to say, if they can't 
take it with them, they ain't going. 

Conscious commuters- So many 
commuters on the Chicago, Burlington 
& Quincy line have kicked the coffin
nail habit that the railroad plans to 
put on fewer smoking cars and mon 
nonsmokers on its morning and eve
ning rush-hour trains. 

Shop early for Xmas- While they last, 
Saks Fifth Ave. is featuring 1 1/4 ounce 
bottles of perfume in a flask specially 
designed by a French sculptor, all en
sconed in a Moroccan leather case. 
Only $850. 

Thought for the week-"WASHING
TON, Oct. 23- Industry spokesmen 
told federal officials today that they 
were all for the abatement of water pol
lution but that it should not be carried 
to the point of trying to make water
ways too clean too soon or causing 
too great an impact on company 
profits."- The New York Times. 

-HARRY RING 
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Reading for revolutionaries --------.
1 

Revolutionary wit and wisdom 

NOTEBOOK OF AN AGITATOR. By 
James P. Cannon. Pioneer Publishers. 
362 pages. $2.95. 

I don't know of another book quite 
like this. It is a collection of over 
100 articles and letters written by the 
founder of American Trotskyism. The 
subject matters range from the cam
paign to save Sacco and Vanzetti from 
the electric chair to movies, boxing, 
labor struggles and many other things. 

Many of the events Cannon writes 
about were landmarks of American 
labor listory in which he was a par
ticipant. Other articles are com
mentaries on important developments 
over a period of about 30 years. Still 
others discuss events that may not 
have been prominent in the public 
eye but from which the author drew 
important lessons. In other words, we 
have in this collection a vast variety 
of subjects, incisively commented upon 
and often spiced with the ironic and 
witty style of a gifted writer. 

The volume begins with the Sacco
Vanzetti case. Cannon was national 
secretary of the International Labor 
Defense, Sacco and Vanzetti's principal 
defenders, and editor of its publication, 
Labor Defender. The eleven articles 
in this section all date from the 1920s, 
when the long and eventually unsuc
cessful fight to save the lives of the 
two men took place. 

Throughout the book, there are ar
ticles dealing with prominent individ
uals in the labor and socialist move
ments. Som~ of these are Eugene V. 

Cops gun down 

Panther leader 

in Los Angeles 
By DAVE FRANKEL 

LOS ANGELES-Cops shot and 
killed 20-year-old Wally "Toure" Pope 
of the Black Panther Party here Oct. 
19. The cops responsible for the killing 
claim they were just sitting in their 
car and were attacked. But there had 
been reports of personal threats against 
Toure's life by both the FBI and the 
L. A Police Department. 

Toure had been the circulation man
ager of the Panther newspaper, raising 
its sales from 1,200 to 7,000 in a few 
months. 

Elaine Brown of the Los Angeles Pan
thers and Ray Masai Hewitt, national 
minister of education of the Panthers, 
described the constant harassment prior 
to Toure's killing, including an aver
age of two traffic tickets a week, con
stant friskings and arrests on no evi
dence at all on charges of burglary, 
theft and attempted murder. 

Elaine Brown said that squad cars 
drove past the Watts office of the Pan
thers following the killing, announcing 
over the police loudspeakers that Toure 
had been shot and gloating over his 
death. 

Charlie Chaplin 

Debs, the famous leader of the So
cialist Party in its early days; C. E. 
Ruthenberg, a founder of the Com
munist Party and its leading figure 
in its first years; "Big Bill" Haywood, 
the famous union and IWW leader; 
Tom Mooney and Warren Billings, 
who spent about 20 years in prison 
after being framed-up in the San Fran
cisco bombing of 1916. Cannon also 
writes scathingly about labor leaders 
of another stripe: William Green, pres
ident of the AF L; Daniel J. Tobin, 
head of the teamsters union; and David 
Dubinsky of the International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union. 

The subject matters range over the 
vast panorama of America and the 
world. The great strike movements 
of the 1930s in Minneapolis and San 
Francisco, the Korean War, Stalinist 
ideology, justice in the United States, 
crime, Whittaker Chambers, the Catho
lic Church are only some of these. 

A section on the witch hunt of the 
1950s, which goes by the name of 
McCarthyism, its relation to fascism, 
and how the struggle should be con
ducted against such abominations, is 
instructive today in the light of present 
interest in that question in radical 
circles. 

Some book reviews and comments 
on Chaplin's film,"MonsieurVerdoux," 
are included. There are also a few 
appreciations of individuals in the So
cialist Workers Party such as the fa
mous legless veteran James Kutcher, 
the late Laura Gray, who contributed 
so many fine cartoons to The Militant 
and Joseph Vanzler, better known as 
John G. Wright, his pen name, who 
was a leading scholar, educator and 
translator of many of Trotsky's works. 

-MIL TON ALVIN 
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Please fill out both sides of coupon 

Make all checks payable to The Militant, 173 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10003 
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Vote Socialist Nov. 4 
The following Socialist Workers Party candidates will be running in 

the Nov. 4local elections around the country: 

New York City (write-in): 
Mayor 
President of City Council 
Comptroller 
Councilman-at-Large 
Manhattan Borough President 

Paul Boutelle 
Jeff Mackler 
Alfredo Pena 
Patricia Grogan 
Derrick Morrison 

Cleveland (on ballot): 
Mayor 
East Cleveland Bd. of 

Education 

Seattle (write-in): 
Mayor 

Philadelphia (write in): 
District Attorney 
City Controller 
Judge of Trame Court 
Judge 

Syd Stapleton 
James Harris, Jr. 

Tom Leonard 

Mareen Jasin 
Michael Walker 
Frederick Stanton 
Richard Feigenberg 

Paul Boutelle Syd Stapleton Mareen Jasin 

Des Moines cops attack 

blacks for rrshoplifting'' 
DES MOINES, Oct. 27 - On Oct. 

26 at about 11 p.m. five black citizens 
including four workers and a mother 
of two were beaten, harassed and jailed 
-in addition to being viciously maced 
-while shopping at Farley's Market. 

This unjust act was sparked by an 

New York SMC 

urges backing 

to GE strikers 

NEW YORK - The New York Stu
dent Mobilization Committee to EnEI. the 
War in Vietnam has issued a statement 
urging students to support the demands 
of the striking G. E. workers as "basi
cally an effort to maintain a decent 
standard of living in the face of sky
rocketing living costs." 

The statement points out that the war 
in Vietnam and the huge military bud
get have helped to bring on the current 
inflation and the tremendous increase 
in the cost of living. 

"We are strongly opposed to any at
tempt to cut the living standards of 
American working people in order to 
finance a war nobody wants," the SMC 
said. "American employers, General 
Electric included, who have been en
riching themselves on war profits, can 
easily afford decent wages and working 
conditions, decent low-cost housing, free 
medical care, full employment and free 
education for all." 

off-duty "rent-a-pig" cop who was em
ployed at the store and who falsely 
accused Sister Brenda Humbert of shop
lifting. When his allegation was chal
lenged by Brenda Humbert and others, 
Mr. Rent-a-Pig put them under arrest. 
Then, after shoving Brother Lonnie 
Bibbins and pulling his gun, the cop 
ordered the store locked until the po
lice force (about four squad cars and 
a police wagon) arrived for the "big 
arrest." 

When the cops arrived, they began 
pushing the brothers and sisters around, 
and they became especially angry when 
they could not find proper evidence of 
shoplifting. When Brother Paul Walker 
inquired about the unjust arrests, he 
was quickly maced and hurled into 
the police wagon. 

Such is "justice and rights" in Des 
Moines. We wonder what happened to 
that famous clause: "Innocent until 
proven guilty!" People have a right to 
be treated as human beings- not dogs 
or subhumans -even if they are sus
pected of some "alleged crime." 

Charges brought against four broth
ers and sisters include resisting arrest, 
use of loud and profane language, in
jury to city property, interfering with 
the duties of an officer, and shoplifting. 
Total bail came to $2,200. 

Let's support these brothers and sis
ters by sending letters of protest to 
Governor Robert Ray, to the Human 
rights Commission, the State Civil 
Rights Commission, the Chief of Police 
and the Civil Liberties Union asking 
for a total investigation. A carbon copy 
of letters should be sent to Black Mo
bile Street Workers Assn., 1210 Uni
versity, Des Moines, Iowa 50314. 

Republi,an De meN 

® A-"' B * 
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ATTENTION NEW YORKERS: To register your vote for the Social
ist Workers candidate for mayor, press the silver button at the top 
left of the voting machine. The machine will then reveal a vertical 
column for write-ins to the left of the column listing the offices for 
which candidates are running. Write Paul Boutelle's name in the slot 
to the left of the word "mayor," as indicated in this drawing. 

Calif. paper company 
picketed by women 

By VILMA SANCHEZ 
ANTIOCH, Calif.- Women Inc., a 

women's caucus of the Association of 
Western Pulp and Paper Workers, has 
begun picketing installations of the 
Fibreboard Corporation, protesting sex 
discrimination in hiring, firing and 
promotion. 

Picket lines were formed Oct. 22 at 
San Joaquin Plant No. 7 and two other 
mills here in Antioch, another paper
mill at Stockton, and two headquar
ters buildings in San Francisco. 

The Oct. 22 demonstrations may well 
have been the first pickets ever by an 
organized trade-union women's caucus 
against economic discrimination based 
on sex. It was also another significant 
first: the first Bay Area women's move
ment coalition demonstration. 

Members of Women's Liberation and 
the National Organization for Women 
(NOW) left San Francisco at 5 a.m. 
to join the picket line at Antioch Oct. 
22. 

The early-morning picket lines at the 
three plants in Antioch, led by Women 
Inc. spokesman Dorothy Noyes, caught 
the workers coming off the graveyard 
shifts. Later, six women picketed in 
Stockton. Meanwhile, Juanita Filetti and 
Women Inc. president Hazel Hill were 
leading a picket line at Fibreboard's 
main building in San Francisco. 

Pickets included a Shell oil worker 
from a plant that had been on strike 
a few months ago, a nurse's aid and 
a woman who works in an electronics 
plant. The husband of one of the women 
came out of the plant to walk the picket 
line for a while. Several women on the 
swing shift walked the line before en
tering the plant. 

The Fibreboard management uses a 
variety of discriminatory practices 
against women. In one plant, men and 
women are placed on different layoff 
lists. The men, but not the women, are 
told to report to the personnel office 
to sign up in a recall pool. 

Some Fibreboard plants have sepa
rate seniority lists for men and women. 
Women cannot get certain jobs although 
they have more seniority than the men 
who are selected to fill the jobs. 

Fibreboard plants have laid off wom
en by rewriting their job descriptions 
so as to include activities proscribed 
for women by a state protective law, 
then giving the jobs to men, with the 
actual job functions remaining the same 
as when the women held them. 

The state's protective laws are sup
posedly designed to prevent the ex
ploitation of women through grueling 
overtime work and strenuous heavy 
lifting, but Fibreboard is deliberately 

using the laws as a method of further 
sex discrimination against women. 
Women Inc. is therefore demanding that 
the protective laws be extended to cover 
male employees. 

Hazel Hill, Women Inc. president and 
also vice-president of her AWPPW lo
cal, recently filed a grievance signed 
by 43 union men protesting the dis
criminatory lack of coffee breaks for 
men and calling for extension of the 
protective laws to cover men 

Women Inc. was formed as a cau
cus soon after the Association of West
ern Pulp and Paper Workers rebelled 
and broke from the corrupt and bu
reaucratic International Brotherhood of 
Pulp, Sulphite and Papermill Workers 
in 1964. Several years ago, Women 
Inc. won a $500,000 equal-pay 
iRcrease for 2,000 members in Califor
nia, Oregon and Washington. However, 
Women Inc. vice-president Marge Hart 
points out that equal pay without job 
security is worthless. 

In addition to charges raised against 
the Fibreboard Corporation, the women 
at Plant No. 7 also accused Local 713 
of the union of giving them no sup
port, a charge denied by Local pres
ident Pollard. 

Charles Newport, AWPPW area rep
resentative, mentioned that the union 
has twice unsuccessfully sought to put 
the question of a shorter work week 
at 40 hours pay on the agenda of 
the Uniform Labor Agreement. 

The shorter work week would have 
maintained all jobs and protected the 
women. The classical reactionary an
swer to unemployment-in the pulp 
and paper industry and elsewhere
has been to drive women out of the 
labor market and back to the home, 
an action they rationalized by argu
ments that the woman fulfills herself 
by becoming a breeder. 

In a shrinking labor market, with 
increasing unemployment, women are 
used as a reserve labor force
last hired and first fired. A shorter 
work week with no reduction in pay 
would cut across sex discrimination in 
job security by ensuring work for all. 

Women Inc. has a court case pend
ing against Fibreboard, charging sex 
discrimination under Title 7 of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act. But their children need 
food and they must take action before 
waiting for the outcome of a lengthy 
court case. 

By demanding job security, an end 
to sex discrimination, extension of the 
protective laws to men, and a shorter 
work week, this fighting women's cau
cus is setting an example for women 
all over the country. 




