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"SOLDIER COMRADES, go home and fight for socialist democracy!" Czech citizens surround Soviet tank in Bratislava, near Hungarian border. 

Soviet troops, go home! 
U.S., get out of Vietnam! 

Fred Halstead, presidential candidate of 
the Socialist Workers Party, issued the 
following statement Aug. 21. 

As the presidential candidate of the So
cialist Workers Party, I unequivocally 
condemn the brutal occupation of Czecho
slovakia and the suppression of its reforms 
by the Kremlin and its stooges. 

The invasion and occupation of Czecho
slovakia by the armed forces of Moscow 
and its four accomplices- East Germany, 
Poland, Hungary, and Bulgaria-is a 
criminal and indefensible deed. It deserves 
the severest condemnation on both socialist 
and democratic grounds. 

The action violates the independence of 
a small nation and tramples on its right 
to self-determination. This second Hungary 
deals severe blows to the cause of world 
socialism. 

It is aimed to crush and reverse the 
strides toward socialist democracy taken 

since Novotny was ousted last January 
with enthusiastic backing from the over
whelming majority of the Czechoslovak 
masses. It is designed to halt the further 
disintegration of Stalinist monolithism 
which has already enabled one satellite 
regime after another to gain greater na
tional autonomy from the Kremlin. It 
seeks to prevent the example of Czecho
slovakia's repudiation of unrestrained 
bureaucratic domination from spreading 
to their own domains and jeopardizing 
their continued rule. 

The assault not only damages and dis
credits socialism in the eyes of world opin
ion. It likewise undermines the security of 
the Soviet Union and the other workers 
states by disrupting and weakening the 
fraternity and solidarity of the forces for 
socialism in East Europe and on an inter
national scale. Moscow's military inter
ference can no more be justified by false 
claims of defending the interests of social
ism than Washington's intervention in 

Vietnam is justified by its pretext of pro
tecting "freedom." 

Indeed, the Soviet invasion of Czecho
slovakia directly injures the Vietnamese 
revolution since it is being exploited by 
the U. S. imperialists and their allies to 
sanction the continuation of their war 
against the Vietnamese people. It serves 
to dishearten the antiwar forces within 
the United States. A call for the invading 
Warsaw Pact armies to get out of Czecho
slovakia must be coupled with an equally 
vigorous demand for U. S. troops to with
draw immediately from Vietnam. 

Since early July the Soviet leaders and 
their stooges have been conducting a furi
ous campaign against the Dubcek govern
ment and its supporters, accusing them 
of counterrevolutionary complicity with 
West German Nazis, U.S. imperialists, 
the CIA and other ultrareactionary ele
ments. By military maneuvers, diplomatic 
pressures and a barrage of press attacks 

they hoped to bring Dubcek and his as
sociates to their knees, force them to scrap 
the liberal reforms and revert to the Stal
inist practices of the deposed Novotny 
gang. 

Dubcek explained to them in his response 
on July 18 that "any indication of a return 
to these methods would evoke the resis
tance of the overwhelming majority of 
party members and the resistance of the 
working class, the workers, the coopera
tive farmers and the intelligentsia." When, 
despite minor concessions, his government 
refused to comply with their demands, 
the Kremlin and its agents moved to take 
over Czechoslovakia and install a sub
servient regime, as was done in Hungary 
in 1956. 

Huey Newton case: surprise witness 

The pretext of "counterrevolutionary 
danger" invoked by the Kremlin to cover 
its intervention is utterly hypocritical and 
baseless. As their declarations and deeds 
demonstrated, the Czechoslovak masses 
were not sliding backward to restore capi
talism and landlordism, butgoingforward 
to the formation of a genuine socialist 
democracy. The Soviet, East German, 
Polish and other bureaucrats were thrown 
into panic fear by the precedentthe Czecho
slovaks' progress toward that goal was 
setting for their own peoples. By Stephen Bloom 

OAKLAND, Calif., Aug. 21- Defense at
torney Charles Garry dropped a bomb
shell here today when he called a surprise 
witness in the 22-day-old murder trial of 
Black Panther leader Huey P. Newton. 

Free ·· .. Hl.ley! 
What you can do: 
1 .. Hold a "Free Huey" dem~ 

onstratio~ or rally in y()nr ·area~ 
2. Send a contribution to the 

Huey P. Newton Defense Fund, 
P •. 0. ·. Box . 8641, . . Emeryville 
Branch, Oakland Calif'. 

a.· Wear a "Free .. HMeY'' button. 
These can be ordered for .50 cents 
from. the Huey P. Newton Defense 
Fund. Posters are also available 
for one dollar~ 

Newton is accused of killing policeman 
John Frey and wounding Herbert Heanes 
when the two cops stopped a car in which 
Newton and an unknown companion were 
riding last Oct. 28. 

After the noon recess Garry called 26-
year-old Gene McKinney to the witness 
stand and asked him if he had been in 
the car with Newton on the 28th of Octo
ber, the day the shooting took place. When 
McKinney answered that he had been, 
Garry then asked, "Did you shoot Officer 
Frey?" 

In response the witness stated that on 
the advice of his lawyer he refused to an
swer the question because, "the answer 
might tend to incriminate me." 

McKinney also took the Fifth Amend
ment in response to a question concerning 
the shooting of Officer Heanes. 

The testimony of McKinney confirmed 
the fact, long rumored among observers 
of the trial, that the defense would produce 

the person who had been with Newton that 
night. 

The defense began presenting its case 
Aug. 19, after Judge Monroe Friedman 
granted a defense motion for acquittal on 

(Continued on page 12) 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

The real promoters of counterrevolution 
in this situation are those Stalinist bureau
crats around the world who have plotted, 
executed and approved the rape ofCzecho-

( Continued on page 5) 
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What's wrong with 

the Democratic Party 
By George Novack 

Going from right to left, there will be four significant aspirants 
for the Presidency at the Democratic convention in Chicago. These 
are Gov. Lester Maddox of Georgia, Vice President Hubert Hum
phrey, Senator George McGovern of South Dakota and Senator 
Eugene McCarthy of Minnesota. 1 

This quartet of contenders well symbolizes what the Democratic 
Party is and how it manages to dupe the electorate. The ultra
racist Maddox represents the undisguised but influential white 
supremacist wing of the party rooted in the South which controls 
many of the key committees in Congress and exercises a veto over 
its legislation through the seniority system. 

Humphrey is in the commanding center of the organization. He 
arrived there as the choice of Lyndon Johnson and his cronies 
in 1964 for his proven loyalty. He is the preferred candidate of 
the party machine and its backers among the war industrialists 
and the oil and natural gas magnates. 

Over the past year Senator McCarthy has shifted toward the 
left flank of the party. He has become the most prominent spokes
man for those liberal critics who are more responsive to the anti
war sentiments in the nation and recognize the necessity for tac
tical adjustments in Southeast Asian policy in view of the setbacks 
suffered by U.S. imperialism and its puppets there. 

McGovern stands ready to act as broker between the two men 
from Minnesota. Thus each of the four has his own function to 
perform in the general division of labor that keeps the most diver
gent elements within the party for the benefit of big business. 
McCarthy, for example, is working to bring the antiwar forces 
and alienated youth back into the Democratic corral so the party 
bosses can go about business as usual after the election. 

Despite this, many hopeful, disappointed Democrats regard him 
as the Mister Clean best suited to dispose of the mess made by 
Johnson's administration. They forget how easily d,.e Democratic 
politician on the make goes back on his word once he gets into of
fice and takes executive responsibility for the capitalist regime. 
Hubert Humphrey provides a fresh object lesson of such a trans
formation. In the 1950s and early 1960s he was as much a darling 
of the liberals as McCarthy is now. Today he stands exposed as 
a stooge of the imperialist warmakers. 

Is McCarthy made of different stuff? It is only by a quirk of 
circumstance that he does not stand where Humphrey does at the 
moment. He, too, was ready to accept if Johnson had picked him 
as running mate in 1964. But he was pushed to the outside while 
Humphrey served on the topside. 

The point is that, despite their differences, all the official repre
sentatives of the Democratic apparatus must and will collaborate, 
each in his own way,. to carry out its fundamental objectives as 
an instrument of capitalist interests. This proves more decisive in 
determining their conduct than any individual traitsorinclinations. 

What, on the record, is the real nature of the Democratic Party? 
It pursues an imperialist policy as a protective agency to police 
the world for the profiteers. ltmustthereforebe a warmaking party, 
as its SO-billion-dollar military budget and its interventions in 
Korea and Vietnam demonstrate. 

It is a white supremacist party which talks about ending the 
racist caste system but maintains it in practice under a little white
wash. There is no essential difference between a Nixon with Sen
ator Strom Thurmond of South Carolina by his side and a Hum
phrey who throws his arm around Lester Maddox's shoulder. 
There is no difference between Nixon's running mate Agnew who 
approves shooting down black protestors and Mayor Daley of 
Chicago, the plantation overseer of the Democratic convention, 
who gave similar shoot-to-kill orders to his cops. 

Not one of the Democratic nominees, no matter how lavishly 
liberal their promises or how loudly they proclaim devotion to 
the welfare of the poor, can be trusted to keep the peace or solve 
the urgent problems of the country, because their party is com
mitted to uphold the capitalist system which breeds poverty, in
equality, discrimination and war. 

The alternative in this campaign is support to the Socialist Work
ers Party presidential ticket. Unlike McCarthy and Humphrey, 
Fred Halstead and Paul Boutelle have actually fought for the 
aspirations and aims of the antiwar activists and Mro-Americans. 
They advocate immediate unconditional withdrawal of all U.S. 
troops from Vietnam. Fred Halstead has just traveled to Saigon 
and told this to Gis stationed there. 

They are firm supporters of black power and advocate black 
control of the black communities. Their program is not campaign 
rhetoric; it is designed to advance the struggles of all black and 
white workers for a better world through socialism. 
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Peace and Freedom's radicalism i 

'Wishy-washy collage' 

Urbana, IlL 
Being an ex-member (I say this 

with pride) of the local Peace and 
Freedom Party, I would like to 
share a few personal insights with 
readers of Tire Militant. 

CLAIM: The Peace and Free
dom Party is a democratic orga
nization, structured from the bot
tom up, in which all members 
have an equal say. 

FACT: The local chapter is in
fluenced by an authoritarian fig
ure from the campus SDS, who 
often ignores the mandates of the 
membership when they conflict 
with his own desires. 

CLAIM: PFP is a radical party 
which offers a choice to persons 
who are fed up with Democratic 
and Republican machinations. 

FACT: The local group is a 
wishy-washy collage which places 
most of its hopes on attracting 
McCarthy supporters after the 
Democratic convention. At a re
cent meeting, some of these so
called radicals were even reluc
tant to support a "Free Huey" 
demonstration. 

I would conclude bysayingthat 
this "radical" organization is al
ready beginning to resemble the 
very parties which it criticizes. For 
myself, the local PFP has helped 
point out the value of principled, 
revolutionary Marxist organiza
tions such as the SWP and YSA
organizations which match their 
claims with facts. 

Edmund A. Jurenas 
University of Illinois 

Withdrawal at 
McCarthy rally 

Berkeley, Calif. 
At the "McCarthy March" held 

last Saturday (July 27) in San 
Francisco, while I was selling 
copies of "The Truth about the 
McCarthy Campaign," I was keep
ing an eye on the signs and ban
ners carried by the demonstrators. 

Not surprisingly, the most mil
itant of all the signs called for no 
more than "peace" (just like Hu
bert Humphrey), with such stir
ring slogans as: "Peace in Gene" 
or "March for Peace." 

But among all of these, I no
ticed one sign which read: "Bring 
Our Boys Home." Thinking that 
this represented significantly 
higher political content than the 
others, I went up to the woman 
who was holding this slogan and 
asked her why she was carrying 
that sign in a demonstration for 
McCarthy, who did not believe 
in a withdrawal of U. S. troops 
from Vietnam. Thewomanlooked 
genuinely puzzled and, glancing 
up at the sign she was carrying, 
replied, "Gee, I don't know what 
the sign says." After reading the 
slogan and thinking for an in
stant, she turned to me and said, 
"Oh, I don't think I want to carry 
this"; and with that she turned and 
walked off, with her sign lowered. 

Brass bans mag 
with Gl union story 

S.B. 

Ft. Bragg, N.C. 
On Saturday, July 5, some 

friends of mine and I were talking 
about the war. One of them told 
me about an article in the July 
issue of Esquire magazine. The 
article concerned Andy Stapp and 
the G. I. Union he is planning. 

When I went to the dayroom to 
read the article, I found that the 
magazine was missing. I asked the 
clerk in the dayroom if someone 
was reading it. He told me that 
it had been removedfromtheday
room by one of our officers on 
orders from higher up. 

I wanted to read the article even 
more after this. I was able to pt 
out of the training center and buy 

a copy of the magazine. After 
reading the article, I put my copy 
of the magazine in the rack in the 
dayroom. A few days later this 
copy was gone, too. 

On July 26, I had another in
teresting experience. I was sitting 
in the service club near two mem
bers of the Special Forces. They 
were talking to a member of the 
82nd Airborne. One of the SF 
was telling the story of his first 
assignment in "N am." 

He and the members of his out
fit had been ordered to burn down 
a Vietnamese village, some 25 
miles from Saigon. As he entered 
the village, the members of his 
unit opened frre with flamethrow
ers, setting fire to the huts. A few 
of the Vietnamese were able to 
remove what meager possessions 
they had. Others could only watch 
their homes and clothing go up 
in smoke. 

Some of the villagers were 
trapped in their homes and were 
badly burned. Among these were 
women and children. At this point, 
the SF said that this was the first 
time he questioned the U. S. being 
in Vietnam. Now he was fully 
against the war and was not going 
to re-up, as he had planned to do. 

Both of the SFs told the kid 
from the Airborne that they would 
not go back to "Nam," and that 
he should do some hard think
ing before he went. 

Pvt. Keith Jones 

R.I. Wallace rally 

Warwick, R. I. 
On Thursday, July 25, racist 

George Wallace ofAlabamamade 
a personal appearance at Rhodes
on-the-Pawtuxet in Cranston. Be
fore his arrival, several peace and 
civil-rights groups demonstrated, 
including the R. I. Resistance. 
Signs such as "Wallace is Another 
Hiller" and "End the War" were 
carried. 

At 8:30p.m., sirens and shouts 
of "Wallace is coming!" were heard. 
All the demonstrators came to
gether to greet Wallace at the 

(If you are interested in the ideas of 

socialism, you can meet socialists in your 

city at the following addresses.) 

CAUFORNIA: Alascadero: YSA, Bill Blau, 

P.O. Box 1061, Atascadero. 

Berlceley-Oakland: Socialist Workers 

Party (SWP) and Young Socialist Alliance 

(YSA), 2519A Telegraph Ave., Berkeley 

94704. (415) B49-1032. 
Colusa: YSA, John Montgomery, 1107 

Jay St., Colusa 95932. 

Los Angeles: SWP and YSA, 1702 East 

Fourth St., LA. 90033. (213) AN 9-4953. 

San Diego: San Diego Labor Forum, 

P. 0. Box2221, Son Diego 92112. 

San Francisco: Militant Labor Forum and 

Pioneer Books, 2338 Market St., S. F. 94114. 

(415) 552-1266. 

Santa Rosa: Young Socialist Alliance, 

Stefan Bosworth, 808 Spencer. 

GEORGIA: YSA, P.O. Box 6262, Atlanta, 

Ga. 30308. {404) 872-1612. 

ILUNOIS: Carbondale: YSA, Bi II Moffet, 406 

S. Washington. 

Champaign-Urbana: YSA, P. 0. Box2099, 

Station A, Champaign, Ill. 61820. 

Chicago: SWP, YSA and bookstore, 302 

S. Canal St., Rm. 204, Chicago 60606. 

{312) 939-5044. 

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, Russe I Black, 

207 East 2nd St., Bloomington 47401.339-

4640. 
Evansville: YSA, Ronald Hicks, c/o Lyles, 

638 E. Missouri, Evansville. 
Indianapolis: Holstead-Boutelle Cam

paign, P. 0. Box 654, India nope lis, Indiana, 

46206. 
MARYlAND: Baltimore: YSA, Toby Rice, 

2402 Calvert St., Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Baston: Militant Labor 

Forum, 295 Huntington Ave., Rm. 307. 

{617) 876-5930. 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: Eugene V. Debs Hall, 

This column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. Where 
neCessary they will be abridged. 
Writers' initials will be used, names 
being withheld unless authorization 
is given for use. 

main entrance. His car arrived, 
and he stepped out, surrounded 
by several Secret Service agents. 
The now angry crowd pushed 
closer to him, yelling, swearing 
and trying to pound their fists on 
him. The police tried in vain to 
push back the demonstrators. As 
white as a ghost, he was rushed 
inside. In evidence throughout the 
crowd were young people dressed 
up as Ku Kluxers. 

Over 100 demonstrators were 
locked out of the auditorium by 
the Cranston fuzz. Many argued 
that the newspaper clipping for 
that night's rally said, "Every
one welcome." That was taken 
by us to mean black and white 
demonstrators too. 

Inside the hall, severalincidents 
occurred. A white racist kicked an 
Afro-American. Wallace favored 
the white youth. Agroupofblacks 
began to shout out at Wallace 
something about Alabama. Wal
lace replied to them: "You'd better 
have your day now, because after 
November you're through, I tell 
you." And he says he is not a 
racist. 

After more jeering and incidents, 
Wallace ended his 45-minute 
speech and departed in his car, 
followed by boos. Off he rode into 
the darkness -where America will 
be if led by his kind after this 
November. 

N.A.S. 

3737 Woodward Ave., Detroit 48201. (313) 

TE 1-6135. 

East Lansing: YSA, Mike Maniskalco, 614 
Michigan, Apt. 2. 351-Q970. 

MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St. Paul: SWP, 

YSA and Labor Bookstore, 704 Hennepin 

Ave., Hall 240, Mpls. 55403. (612) 

FE 2-7781. 

MISSOURI: St. Louis: Phone EV 9-2895, 

ask for Dick Clarke. 

NEW JERSEY: Newark: Newark Labor 

Forum, Box361, Newark0710l. 

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA, Irving Sherman, 

26 Willett St., Albony 12210. 

N- Yorlc City: Militant Labor Forum, 

873 Broadway (near 18th St.), N.Y. 10003. 

(212) 982-6051. 

OHIO: Cleveland: Eugene V. Debs Hall, 

2nd floor west, 980 I Euclid Ave., Cleveland 
44106. (216) 791-1669. 

Kent: YSA, Roy S. lnglee, 123 Water St. 

N., Kent 44240. 673-7032. 

Yellow Springs: Antioch YSA, Michael 

Schreiber, Antioch Union, Yellow Springs 

45387. 767-5511. 

OREGON: Portland: c/o Tonie Porter, 5203 
S. W. Pomona, Portland, 97219. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: SWP and 

YSA, 686 N. Broad St., Philo. 19130. {215) 
CE 6-6998. 

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, Charles Cairns, 1803 

Enfield Ave., Austin. 

Houston: YSA, David Shroyer, 1116 

Columbus St., Houston 78703. (713) JA 9-

2236. 

UTAH: Salt Lake City: Shem Richards, 957 

E. First Ave., Salt Lake 84103. {801) 355-

3537. 

WASHINGTON, D. C.: YSA, 3 Thomas Cir

cle, N. W., 2nd floor, Washington, D. C., 
20005. {202) 332-4635. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: SWP and YSA, 

5257 University Way N.E., Seattle98105 

(206) 523-2555. 

WISCONSIN: Mediaon: YSA, 202 Marion 
St. {608) 256-Q857. 
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Peace and Freedom Convention 
By Jon Britton and Elizabeth Barnes 

ANN ARBOR, Mich.- Some of the con
tradictions inherent in attempting to build 
an "all-inclusive" radical political party on 
the basis of a "minimum program" came 
to the surface at the national Peace and 
Freedom Party convention held here Aug. 
17-18. About 200 delegates from 20 states 
met to adopt a national policy statement 
and choose PFP presidential and vice
presidential candidates. 

By the time the delegates were leaving 
for home it was clear the Peace and Free
dom movement nationally was in a state 
of serious disarray. The convention was 
able, by divided votes, to adopt a vaguely 
worded "Statement of Principles" and nomi
nate Eldridge Cleaver, Black Panther Party 
minister of information, for President. But 
come November Dick Gregory, not 
Cleaver, will be the PFP presidential can
didate on the ballot in Pennsylvania and 
possibly other states. And deep political 
differences among the delegates, especially 
in regard to the character of the PFP, 
prevented any agreement at all on a vice
presidential candidate. 

The vice-presidential candidacy was the 
most politically explosive issue at the con
vention. Each of the different political 
groups was anxious to "balance" the 
Cleaver nomination with a vice-presidential 
choice which would give it a factional 
advantage over its rivals. 

Finally, in desperation, the delegates 
voted 114-61 to break the impasse by 
leaving the vice-presidential choice up to 
the individual state PFP groups. Because 
different rival political tendencies predomi
nate in different states, this decision will 
likely lead to several PFP vice-presidential 
candidates being named, any of whom 
could have serious political differences with 
each other or with Cleaver. 

The convention debates and votes re
vealed three main political groupings 
among the delegates. The most moderate 
of these was the Gregory for President 
caucus whose main voting strength was 
in the California and Pennsylvania dele
gations and which also had the support 
of the Communist Party members present. 
The political grouping furthest to the left 
was the California-based Radical Caucus 
led by Bob Avakian from the Bay Area. 
Occupying a vacillating center position 
was the "third camp" Independent Socialist 
Clubs of America. It was the ISC which ini
tiated the PFP effort in California last fall. 

A small delegation of Black Panther 
Party members which included Panther 
leaders Eldridge and Kathleen Cleaver 
and Bobby Seale attended the convention. 

Credentials fight 
The first big dispute was a credentials 

fight over granting voting rights to dele
gates from the N.Y. Freedom and Peace 
Party. The credentials committee had al
ready allocated 25 votes to a rival group, 
the N.Y. Peace and Freedom Party, when 
a delegate from Pennsylvania moved that 
voting rights be granted the FPP also. His 
motion was seconded by theentireGregory 
caucus. 

Strong opposition to this motion was 
voiced by ISCers, members of the Radical 
Caucus and Panther chairman Bobby 
Seale. Seale charged that the Freedom 
and Peace Party had been trying to "mess 
up the coalition"[between thePFP and BPP]. 
Carlos Aponte of the N.Y. PFP contended 
that the Freedom and Peace Party wasn't 
for building a permanentindependentthird 

CALENDAR 
DETROIT 

BlACK NATIONALISM. Last of a series of lectures 

and discussions. Fri., Aug. 30, 8:00 p.m. The Indepen
dent Black Political Party and its Place in the Interna

tional Revolutionary Movement. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood

ward. For more information call83 I -6135. Ausp. Friday 

Night Socialist Forum. 

• 
LOS ANGELES 

MARXIST RADIO COMMENTARY, now weekly, by 

Theodore Edwards, Socialist Workers Party. Mondays, 
6:45p.m.; repeated Tuesdays, 10:15 a.m. KPFK (90.6-

FM). 

• 
NEW YORK 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA- THE REVOWTIONARY SOCIAL

IST VIEW. Speaker: George Novack, noted Marxist 

scholar and lecturer; associate editor of the Interna
tional Socialist Review and contributor to The Militant. 

Fri., Aug. 30, 8:30 p.m. 873 B'way, near 18th St. 
Contrib. Sl. Ausp. Militant Labor Forum. 

ELDRIDGE CLEAVER 
Nominated 

party. This was heatedly denied by FPP 
partisans. The Gregory caucus motion was 
nevertheless decisively defeated by a voice 
vote. 

Convention high point 
The high point of the convention in terms 

of attendance, enthusiasm, and spirit was 
the Saturday night session during which 
the presidential candidate was picked. Both 
Gregory and Cleaver made militant ac
ceptance speeches attacking the racist capi
talist system and pledging their support 
to building a radical movement indepen
dent of the Republicans and Democrats. 

Cleaver spoke of the Peace and Freedom 
Party-Black Panther Party coalition as the 
beginnings of a revolutionary movement 
in this country. Commenting that the time 
is over when whites should merely play 
a "support role for the black liberation 
movement," Cleaver said, "there is a pos
sibility for the growth of a coalition to 
bring down this system." 

Cleaver referred to the Peace and Free
dom Party election campaign as a means 
for building the organizational "machinery" 
to coordinate the struggle, and said, "In 
order to take power in this country, you 
have got to have a machine. It is not 
enough to be dissenters ... You have 
to have machinery in the black community 
and you have to have machinery in the 
white community." 

Just prior to the roll-call vote, the Pennsyl
vania delegation announced that Gregory 
and Spock were already on the ballot in 
their state and, due to "legal requirements," 
would be the names on the ballot in No
vember regardless of how the national con
vention voted. A motion to approve both 
Cleaver and Gregory as presidentialnomi
nees was then put forward by the Virginia 
delegation which is also seeking a place 
for Gregory on their state ballot. The 
motion was defeated. 

The fmal vote on the presidential nomi
nations was 161-1/2 for Cleaver, 54 for 
Gregory, 3 for McCarthy and 1/2 for 
Dr. Spock. 

Difrerences emerge 
Following the no:nination of Eldridge 

Cleaver the convention endor-sed a basic 
statement of principles for the PFP. In the 
discussion on this point, the ideological 

differences between the various political 
tendencies began to emerge more clearly. 

Three draft statements were put forward 
embodying three different conceptions ofthe 
fundamental nature of the Peace and Free
dom Party- one by the Radical Caucus, 
one by the ISC-led caucus, and a third by 
the Cambridge, Mass. PFP club. 

The statement proposed by the Radical 
Caucus called for the "replacement of our 
present economic system" by one which is 
"based on social ownership of the farms 
and factories," support for the National 
Liberation Front of South Vietnam, and 
support for the black liberation movement 
in the U.S., including the call for armed 
self-defense. 

In defending this statement Radical Cau
cus spokesman Bob Avakian attacked the 
ISC-backed statement as "nothing that a 
liberal in a union couldn't support." "We 
must go beyond that," he said. "We must 
not just be against the union leadership, 
but we must reject the system that represses 
us." 

Independent Socialist Club leader Mike 
Parker led the fight for the ISC-backed 
statement. He described it as a set of "mini
mum demands" which could be agreed to 
by all PFP members. What this means, 
he said, is that "if you don't agree with 
it, get out." 

The four main points included in the 
"minimum demands" were ( 1) support for 
the struggle of the Vietnamese people for 
their own liberation and immediate with
drawal of U.S. troops from Vietnam; (2) 
support for the liberation of oppressed 
peoples within the U.S.; (3) support for 
the struggles of American working people 
"as decisive in the fight for progressive 
social change"; and ( 4) creation of "our 
own political institutions, independent of 
the establishment parties." 

Parker explained that he conceived of 
the PFP as a "radicalizing party" as op
posed to "a radical party." What is needed 
is for people to have a political party of 
their own, he said. Once they get into that 
party and become involved in "struggles" 
then they will come to recognize the "basic 
nature of the system." 

Parker added that he thought that the 
Radical Caucus statement on self-defense 
would needlessly exclude pacifists from the 
organization, and he criticized the inclu
sion of the point on support of the NLF 
as something which he himself could not 
go along with. 

The Cambridge PFP club introduced 
what they termed an anti-imperialist, as 
opposed to an anticapitalist, policy state
ment. This got negligible support and was 
eliminated in a voice vote on the three 
proposals. A card vote was taken on the 
two remaining proposals, and the ISC
backed statement carried 109-60 with the 
support of the pro-Gregory delegates. 

Factional frenzy 
The political differences manifested in the 

discussion of program produced a near 
factional frenzy when the convention turned 
to the consideration of the vice-presidential 
nomination. 

When it became clear that the convention 
would not be able to easily agree on a 
candidate, the Radical Caucus and the West 
Coast ISC joined with the Gregory caucus 
in support of the motion to let each state 
choose their own candidate. A number of 
delegates, including Eldridge Cleaver, 
voiced strong opposition to this, with many 
of the speakers referring to the absurdity 
of 15 or so different vice-presidential can
didates with conflicting programs. 

An unsuccessful attempt to salvage this 
situation was made by ISC leader Jack 
Weinberg who took the floor and reversed 
his earlier decision not to run, putting 
himself forward as the "best vice-presiden
tial candidate available." 

Then Eldridge Cleaver took the floor 
and commented on the "inclination to the 
right" which had been revealed by the 
convention deliberations. Denouncing both 
the ISC and the Radical Caucus for what 
he called their "middle-class" prejudices, he 
said, "We feel that the PFP should have 
an inclination to the left ... We don't 
want to get into the position of sacrificing 
organizing people on the left for organiz
ing people in Utah." 

Referring to the fact that "there are people 
to the left of the PFP in this country," he 
pointed to the recent Berkeley events as 
an example of people outside of the PFP 
who were "out in the streets" carrying on 
a struggle. Cleaver then went on to argue 
in favor of his earlier unpopular sug
gestion to the Radical Caucus that the con-

vention nominate Yippee leader Jerry 
Rubin. 

Tempers rose as the discussion proceeded 
with increasing numbers of points of order, 
and with the number of people in the hall 
rapidly dwindling. The convention finally 
voted for the proposal to let each state 
PFP choose its own candidate. 

N onelectoral activity 
Although there were many references dur

ing the convention to the need for local 
organizing and nonelectoral activity, there 
was almost no discussion of what those 
activities should be. The defense effort for 
Panther leader Huey P. Newton, now on 
trial for his life in Oakland, California, 
got only scant attention. A motion to 
"initiate national and international demon
strations demanding the release of all black 
political prisoners, focusing on the trial 
of Huey P. Newton," was perfunctorily 
passed. 

There was no report on the status of the 
attempts to get on the ballot in various 
states although petitioning to get on the 
ballot has been one of the main PFP 
activities in the recent period. 

The convention hall was nearly empty 
when the convention fmally came to a close 
with barely enough delegates left to elect 
10 "at-large members" to the "National 
Organizing Committee," the group charged 
with the responsibility of organizing the 
PFP election campaign. 

DICK GREGORY 
Defeated 

BOB AVAKIAN 
Frustrated 
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McCarthy 'peace' plan 
opposes U.S. pullout 
from South Vietnam 

By Dick Roberts 
Sen. Eugene McCarthy's proposals for 

Democratic Party policy in Vietnam, re
leased in Washington Aug. 17, end with 
the assertion that if McCarthy's program 
is adopted ''we will have attained our only 
legitimate objective in South Vietnam: the 
self-determination of the Vietnamese peo
ple." But McCarthy's proposals end up 
violating the right of self-determination 
on every important issue. 

His central argument is for "a negotiated 
settlement between the four principal 
parties" in the war, which is supposed to 
provide for "a government in which all 
ran have a share of power and responsi
bility." The "four principal parties" are: 
the South Vietnamese government in 
Saigon; the North Vietnamese government; 
the United States; and the National Lib
eration Front. 

By what right, however, should the 
United States take part in any negotia
tions whatsoever to determine the future 
government of Vietnam? And under what 
circumstances can it possibly be argued 
that a government which includes the 
Saigon regime will in any way provide 
for all to have a "share of the power?" 

From its financing of the French gov
ernment's armies in Vietnam in the imme
diate postwar period down to the present 
day, Washington had no business inter
fering in Vietnamese politics. Its only 
"right" to do so was established by bar
baric force of arms. It has no more right 
to negotiate a future government for the 
Vietnamese people than the British gov
ernment had a right to take part in writing 
the U.S. Constitution. 

By the same token, the Saigon clique 
has long since lost its right to wield po
litical power. Even in Washington you 
would have a hard time finding someone 
who would argue that the Saigon dictator
ship could have survived without U.S. 
military support. In reality, the Saigon 
government exists today only because of 
the massive invasion of Washington's 
armies. That invasion does not establish 
the "legitimacy" of the Saigon regime; it 
proves its complete illegitimacy. 

From defending the right of U. S. im
perialist armies to dictate "peace" in Viet
nam and defending the right of the Saigon 

regime to take part in a new government, 
McCarthy proceeds to outline policies dif
fering little, in the last analysis, from the 
policies Washington is presently following. 
He even attacks the Republicans for pro
posing to turn more responsibility of the 
war over to Saigon: "Almost all respon
sible observers agree," states McCarthy, 
"that South Vietnam is not capable of an 
effective defense against the Vietcong." 

True, McCarthy proposes an immediate 
halt to the bombing of North Vietnam. 
He justifies it on the grounds that "there 
is no evidence that a halt to the bombing 
will endanger our forces in the south." 
But as recently as Aug. 16, the day before 
McCarthy's program was issued, Defense 
Secretary Clark M. Clifford said that 
Washington will halt the bombingofNorth 
Vietnam if it could be certain American 
troops would not be placed in "greater 
jeopardy." And Washington has halted 
the bombing a number of times. 

The point is, both Washington and Mc
Carthy see a bombing halt as a way of 
driving a wedge between the revolution
aries of South Vietnam and the North 
Vietnamese armies. They hope it will in
duce North Vietnam to stop aiding the 
National Liberation Front while U.S. 
troops remain in the South. In fact, Mc
Carthy goes on in his proposals to require 
the removal of North Vietnamese troops 
from South Vietnam as a precondition for 
a final settlement. 

But the North Vietnamese troops have 
every justification to come to the support 
of their brothers against the genocidal 
U.S. invasion. It is the U.S. troops which 
have no right being in that war-torn land, 
and it is only the immediate withdrawal 
of U. S. troops that can guarantee a just 
settlement of the war. What does McCarthy 
say about immediate withdrawal? He 
opposes it. He favors "a cease-fire or troop 
withdrawal to fixed locations" without 
giving details on either. 

McCarthy, like his colleagues in the 
Johnson-Humphrey wing of the Demo
cratic Party, doesn't like the way the Viet
nam war is going. They all see that it's 
very costly to U.S. capitalism, particularly 
in giving rise to mass opposition to the 
war threatening to break from capitalist 
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VICTIM OF U.S. AGGRESSION. McCarthy opposes U.S. withdrawal from 
Vietnam. He wants to "negotiate" how many more will be maimed. 

politics. They want to get antiwar activists 
off the streets and into the "mainstream." 
In his original announcement of his cam
paign, McCarthy gave this as his primary 
objective. 

But none of those . capitalist politicians 
want to relinquish the U. S. military hold 
on South Vietnam; every single one of 
them opposes U.S. withdrawal and self
determination of the Vietnamese people. 
Yet as long as Washington's troops re-

main on Vietnamese soil, there is just 
cause for continued struggle and every 
likelihood of further and bloodier war. 

That is why the Socialist Workers Party 
calls for immediate and total withdrawal 
of Washington's armies-bringing the Gis 
home now. And it is why we urge that you 
cast a real vote against the war by break
ing from the warmaking Democrats and 
Republicans and voting the Halstead
Boutelle ticket of the SWP. 

The Providence Journa1, Safur-day, August 10, 1~o"S 

McCarthy Aide in R.I. Dismissed From Post 
~Tames McGrath of 83 J:olm required valid signatures Thurs· 

St. was dismissed yesterdav as day to qualify for a place on the 
press secretary for the p~esi- ballo~ in the November general 

. . . election. The names of Mr. Mc-
dentw.l campmgn of Sen. Eugene Grath and three other electon 
,J. McCarthy in Rhode Island from the workers party will b~ 
because he is listed as a presi- listed on the ballot. 
dential elector for the Socialist Senator McCarthy's head
Workers Party. quarters here has not yet 

The Socialist \Vorkers Party chosen a replacement for Mr; 
submitted more than the 500 McGrath. 

CROSSING CLASS LINES. James McGrath was fired from McCarthy staff 
in Rhode Island for serving as Socialist Workers Party presidential elector. 

"M-day" discovers Halstead 
When thousands of supporters of Eugene 

McCarthy attended McCarthy Day (M
Day) rallies in over 20 cities on Aug. 15, 
they were confronted by supporters of the 
Socialist Workers presidential campaign. 
In Atlanta, Ga., Nelson Blackstock re
ported that Young Socialists for Halstead 
and Boutelle distributed 800 leaflets de
scribing what was wrong with the McCarthy 
campaign. 

"The affair," he writes, ''was held in the 
ballroom of the swank New Regency Hotel 
in the center of town. We went down with 
the intention of distributing copies of Hal
stead's San Francisco speech [to an anti
war rally of 30,000 last April27], selling 
Afro-Americans for Halstead and Boutelle 
Newsletters, and Militants out on the side
walk in front of the Regency. 

"We were able to engage quite a few 
people in rather fruitful discussions. A lot 
of these students are not really sold on 
McCarthy but are just looking for some
thing to do, some way of expressing op
position to the war, and the McCarthy 
campaign is all that they can see now. 

"One of the leading young McCarthy 
supporters said he was familiar with The 
Militant. When I asked where he had seen 
it, he said there were several issues lying 
around their campaign headquarters. We 
were told several times by people that they 
would be ready to join us if McCarthy 

failed to get the nomination." 
In New York, several YSHBers were 

interviewed by radio and television com
mentators as they distributed and sold 
campaign literature in front of McCarthy's 
rally in Madison Square Garden Aug. 15. 

On July 27, YSHBers sold 183 "Truth 
About McCarthy" pamphlets and $110 
worth of socialist literature at a March 
for McCarthy in San Francisco. 

Ariz. SWP files 
for ballot place 

The Arizona secretary of state an
nounced Aug. 9 that the names of Fred 
Halstead and Paul Boutelle, Socialist Work
ers Party candidates for President and 
Vice President will appear on the Arizona 
ballot in the November elections. 

Arizona requires that signatures of reg
istered voters equal to 2 percent of the vote 
for governor in the last election be collected 
on nominating petitions in at least five 
counties. Arizona Socialist Workers cam
paigners needed to obtain 346 signatures 
in the five counties where they petitioned. 
Four hundred valid signatures were col
lected. 

The filing was publicized on local tele
vision news broadcasts. 



Friday, August 30, 1968 THE MILITANT Page 5 

Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia 
Assault 

on socialism 
By George Novack 

NEW YORK, Aug. 22- The exception
ally promising movement for proletarian 
democratization which has been surging 
through Czechoslovakia for the past nine 
months was ruthlessly stamped outthrough 
the occupation of the country by the mili
tary forces of five Warsaw Pact powers 
headed by the Soviet Union. 

Close to 200,000 land and airborne 
troops poured into Czechoslovakia August 
20 and took over its principal cities. The 
Dubcek government counselled the people 
not to fight the invaders and ki!pt the 
army in barracks. 

Despite the official appeals for passive 
nonresistance, angry and defiant civilians 
engaged in scattered acts of conflict within 
the capital and several provincial cities. 
They flung Molotov cocktails at the Russian 
tanks and burned some of them. Hundreds 
of students built a barricade from two 
overturned trucks and a red trolley close 
by the Old Town Square in Prague; it took 
three Soviet tanks to ram it down. In the 
encounters at least 23 demonstrators were 
reported killed and hundreds were 
wounded by machine-gun fire from the 
occupying troops. 

The Presidium of the Czechoslovak Na
tional Assembly assailed the invasion as 
a violation of international law, the War
saw Treaty and "the principle of equality 
between nations." Along with President 
Svoboda, it demanded that "all armed 
troops be withdrawn from Czechoslovakia" 
and told the Czech workersthattheymight, 
"if necessary," defend themselves by a gen
eral strike. 

Bitter and frustrated citizens shouted 
"Russians, go home!" Soviet soldiers seemed 
bewildered and nervous. When one told a 
group of Czechs they had come to protect 
them, the Czechs laughed. One Soviet offi
cer said: "We were told we were being sent 
to combat a counterrevolution, but when 
we came here we did not see any." 

Moscow's military move had been con
templated for several months. Ever since 
Soviet party chief Brezhnev made a flying 
trip to Ptague early last December in re
sponse to the diehard Stalinist Novotny's 
cry for help against his liberal opponents, 
the Soviet leaders have been uneasy about 
the steps toward destalinization and democ
ratization in Czechoslovakia. Their alarm 
has deepened since January when the Dub
cek team deposed the Novotny gang, dis
mantled the police state, eliminated censor
ship, curbed the secret police, exposed the 
crimes of Stalinism and permitted free ex
pression of criticism. 

The Soviet bureaucrats were determined 
to restrict the liberalization process which 
kept unfolding until the Czechoslovaks en
joyed more liberties than any other people 
in the Soviet bloc. 

As early as May 3, the authoritative 
Paris daily Le Monde reported that the 
head of the political administration of the 

• • • Halstead 
(Continued from page 1) 
slovakia. World imperialism and capi
talist reaction are the greatest benefici
aries, and the socialist working class the 
greatest losers, from the brutal violation 
of Czechoslovakia's sovereignty. The ex
ample of destalinization and democratiza
tion in Czechoslovakia was the most telling 
refutation of the anti-Communist hysteria 
and the arguments of reaction that social
ism and communism are inherently totali
tarian. 

Once again the bureaucratic rulers of 
the Soviet Union have shown themselves 
to be betrayers of the ideals of socialism, 
obstacles to its advancement, and sworn 
foes of the workers' democracy that was 
the cornerstone of Lenin's program. 

Hands Off the Czechoslovak Socialist 
Republic! 

Immediate Withdrawal of All Occupy
ing Forces from the Country! 

Defend the Right of Self-Determination 
of the Czechoslovak Peoples! 

RUSSIAN TANK BURNS. Czech people defy attempt to crush national independence and growth of socialist democracy. 

Soviet armed forces, Gen. Yepishev, told 
the Political Committee of the CPS U that 
it was not excluded that '1oyal Commu
nists" in Czechoslovakia would appeal to 
the USSR for help "to save socialism" in 
their country. "In that event," the general 
continued, "the Soviet army is ready to do 
its duty." 

When Dubcek and his colleagues did not 
cave in under their multiple pressures over 
the past few months, the Soviet rulers put 
their plans for armed intervention into 
operation. It is not unlikely that the grave 
decision to resort to force was preceded 
by debate and dissent within the Soviet 
Politburo. 

The invasion may also have been 
launched at this juncture to head off the 
Czechoslovak CP congress scheduled for 
Sept. 9 which was expected to complete 
the cleanup of Novotny and his partisans 
in leading positions and vote in a solid 
majority for the economic and political 
reformers. Dubcek would then have an of
ficial mandate, backed by an overwhelm
ing majority of the party and the people, 
to consolidate and continue the new course. 

To hide its naked aggression, Moscow 
claimed that the Warsaw Pact troops en
tered the country in answer to an invita
tion by "party and government" officials 
to put down a threat of counterrevolution. 
These mysterious personages were not iden
tified. Czechoslovakia's foreign ministry 
denied that any such invitation had been 
given. 

Soviet troops seized seven top Czecho
slovak Communist leaders, including the 
party's first secretary Dubcek, and were 
holding them prisoners. In Moscow Pravda 
designated Dubcek, with whom the Soviet 
chiefs pretended to be on good terms up 
to the eve of the invasion, as the ringleader 
of a minority faction that supported coun
terrevolution and accused him of "treach
erous betrayal" of the ideals of Commu
nism. 

Both charges were false. The real be
trayers of Communist ideals were the men 
in Moscow; Dubcek and his colleagues 
were strongly backed by the government 

Young Socialists 
• • on 1nvas1on 

NEW YORK, Aug. 21- The national 
executive committee of the Young So
cialist Alliance issued a statement here 
today condemning the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia by. the Soviet Union. 
The statement salutes "the socialist 
youth of Czechoslovakia- and the 
other Eastern European countries -
who have been the driving force bee 
hind the· democratization which has 
taken place in Czechoslovakia since 
last January," and it "calls on all so
cialist youth to protest the Soviet re" 
gime's attack on the sovereignty of 
Czechoslovakia." 

and people. The entire cabinet, the Nation
al Assembly and seventeen members of the 
Central Committee rallied to his defense. 
The widespread support accorded the Dub
cek regime is creating difficulties for the 
Kremlin in finding pliant personnel to 
fabricate a new ruling-party Presidium. 
However, there are plenty of unregenerate 
Stalinist tools in the Central Committee 
to choose from. Seven of them were con
ferring with Soviet representatives the day 
after the occupation of Prague on replace
ments for the Dubcek group and a rever
sal of its policies. 

When Soviet troops and tanks smashed 
the Hungarian uprising twelve years ago, 
almost all the other Communist regimes 
and parties reconciled themselves with some 
misgivings to the accomplished fact. The 
repetition of that outrage in Czechoslovakia 
has provoked quite different reactions. The 
Communist camp has been thrown into an 
uproar that has reverberated from East 
Europe to the Antipodes. 

Before huge cheering crowds in Bucha
rest Aug. 21 President Ceausescu of Ru
mania reasserted the right of socialist na
tions to determine their development free 
of outside interference. He called the in
vasion "a great mistake and a grave dan
ger to peace in Europe, to the fate of so
cialism in the world." He warned the USSR 
and its allies that they would encounter 
armed resistance if they tried to violate 
his country's territory. 

After meeting with the top Yugoslav 
leadership President Tito stated that the 
occupation of Czechoslovakia, which he 
had visited only the week before, was a 
"great blow to socialist and progressive 
forces in the world" and expressed fear 

that the Czechoslovak crisis "would en
courage reactionary forces and intensify 
the cold war." 

The big French and Italian Communist 
parties, which went along with Moscow 
during the Hungarian events of 1956, 
this time denounced the Soviet action in 
public declarations. The Italian CP termed 
it "unjustified" and expressed its "grave 
dissent." 

The Politburo of the French CP expressed 
"surprise and reprobation" at the Soviet 
move and declared that it had warned the 
Soviet leadership against military inter
vention. Both parties were especially in
censed because their spokesmen had re
ceived assurances that the Warsaw Pact 
powers would refrain from military mea
sures against Czechoslovakia. 

Similar condemnations came from CP 
leaderships in Sweden, Holland, Denmark, 
Austria, Belgium, Australia and Japan. 
The Communist Party of Great Britain 
said that "military intervention is com
pletely unjustified." The Cuban radio 
broadcast the official Prague statement 
that the intervention constituted a viola
tion of international law but cautiously 
refrained from editorial comment. 

Approval was forthcoming only from 
North Vietnam, Syria and several Arab 
states. Peking persisted in the silence it 
has maintained on the upheavals in Czech
oslovakia throughout this year. 

From these initial reactions it is obvious 
that the shock waves generated by the So
viet takeover will have momentous con
sequences throughout the Communist 
world- and not only there!- in the next 
period. 

American CP backs move 
to crush Czech freedom 

The American Communist Party will 
stick with Moscow, come what may. This 
was the central message of a number of 
articles on the Soviet invasion of Czecho
slovakia appearing in the Aug. 22 Daily 
World. It placed the American CPvirtually 
alone among Western Communist parties 
in support of the Kremlin's abhorrent 
attack. 

According to Gus Hall, Communist Party 
general secretary, the party's '1eadingcom
mittees have not had the opportunity to 
make a full study of these events." But this 
didn't prevent Hall from rehashing the 
Moscow line: 

"The central issue in Czechoslovakia," 
Hall declared, "is the defense of socialism 
against the threat of counterrevolution. It 
seems clear that what has happened . . . 
is an upsurge of antisocialist elements 
supported by the forces of subversion of 
U.S. and West German imperialism. 

"At the same time, because of divisions 
and weaknesses within the leadership of 
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, 

there developed a paralysis which gravely 
increased the danger of an antisocialist 
takeover." 

Recalling the Hungarian experience, 
where the CP had insisted that its members 
defend Moscow's tanks and the bloodbath 
of revolutionaries, the Daily World editors 
state in a long editorial: "The socialist 
world learned an indelible lesson in the 
tragic experiences of 1956 Budapest. It 
learned then that counterrevolution en
gages in a tricky, softening-up process 
first, before it strikes openly." 

Actually, what many socialists learned 
in 1956 was that the Kremlin bureaucracy 
acted as the counterrevolutionary force in 
Hungary by opposing movements towards 
workers democracy in the East European 
states. And the American CP lost numbers 
of its prominent leaders and literary fig
ures and a sizeable segment of its members 
and sympathizers because of its servility 
to Moscow in 1956. Today it is carrying 
out a repeat performance. 
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Boutelle and Ferguson: Wha 
Paul Boutelle, vice-presidential candidate 

of the Socialist Workers Party, and Herman 
Ferguson, candidate for U. S. senator on 
the Freedom and Peace Party ticket, ap
peared together Aug. 1 on "Talk Back," 
a WBAI radio discussion show in New 
York moderated by Andy McGowan. The 
following are excerpts from the show. 

Andy McGowan: How do you feel that 
the conflict between blacks and whites in 
the U.S. should be solved? 

Paul Boutelle: It can't be solved within 
the framework of the present system, be
cause this system profits from the exploi
tation of black people and from racism. 
We believe that you must first remove the 
system that creates racism and build a 
new system. 

McGowan: Are you also for separate 
black communities? 

Boutelle: We feel that black people, who 
already live separate existences, should 
take control of those communities where 
they live. Therefore we call for black con
trol of the black community. 

McGowan: But, you don't feel that there 
should be new, separate black communities 
established- whole new states or any
thing like that? 

Boutelle: If a segment of the black popu
lation desires to have an area of America 
where they can live separately we support 
that demand. That is, we support the de
mand for the right of self-determination, 
for the right of separation- this is in
herent in being a revolutionary socialist. 

McGowan: As a black nationalist do 
you feel at all uncomfortable running on 
a ticket that would have a white President, 
Fred Halstead? 

Boutelle: No, I don't feel at all uncom
fortable. Fred Halstead is a revolutionary 
socialist and I am a revolutionary social
ist- and this is the basis of our unity. 
We are not united on the basis of me 
being black, or him being white. We have 
many people in our party from various 
ethnic backgrounds, but we are not united 
on the basis of our backgrounds, but on 
the basis of our common opposition to 
the capitalist system and our revolution
ary perspective. 

McGowan: You admit that you can't 
win. Why run at all? 

Boutelle: This gives us an opportunity 
to explain our ideas to many people in 
this country. By running for office we 
are able to challenge the policies of the 
major parties, to debate with candidates 

from these parties, to expose them 
wherever possible- and to put forward 
a revolutionary alternative for this coun
try. And in this sense we have been very 
successful. Throughout the country we 
have supporters, from Florida to Seattle, 
Wash. 

Since last fall, I've been campaigning 
and speaking all over the country- from 
Mississippi to Vancouver, Canada, from 
San Diego to Harvard University, to com
munity meetings in Lowndes County, 
Alabama. And I spent a few weeks in 
Europe, talking with people about the 
need to bring the troops home from Viet
nam, about the black liberation struggle 
in this country, and about the need for 
a revolutionary change. 

McGowan: The SWP has been referred 
to as the missionary group of the left. 
Do you see your role as proselytizers, 
that is, bringing people into the Left, edu
cating people, as your primary goal? 

Boutelle: You could say we are mis
sionaries, in a secular sense. We do see 
as one of our prime tasks educating peo
ple to the realities of this society. But we 
are also an organizing organization, be
cause we are trying to organize a move
ment to destroy this system and establish 
socialism. 

McGowan: Do you see many differences 
between the candidates that we read about 

Paul Boutelle, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for Vice President. 
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every day- Humphrey, McCarthy, Nixon, 
Reagan, Wallace and so forth? 

Boutelle: Yes, there is a difference be
tween them in the tactics they use, but they 
all support the capitalist system, and on 
this there is no difference. We do not sup
port candidates of either the Republicans 
or Democrats- and we are totally opposed 
to these parties. We say that the American 
people should form a party of workers, 
based on their struggle as workers, to 
oppose the capitalists and to represent the 
working class. And we say that black 
Americans should organize a black po
litical party that represents the interests 
of black people. 

McGowan: Do you see the present SWP 
as a temporary thing which would later 
split into two parties- a black and a 
white revolutionary party? 

Boutelle: No, the Socialist Workers Party 
is one party and we have no perspective 
for changing this. Now, we have different 
sections of the party which will be engaged 
more actively in different aspects of the 
struggle-for example, in the black move
ment and in the building of an independent 
black party. But we feel the total struggle 
must be coordinated as a whole against 
the entire capitalist system. 

The ruling classes throughout the world 
through their NATOs and their SEATOs, 
and their bipartisan policies where the 
Republicans and Democrats work to
gether- they coordinate their repressive 
activities. Thus, the revolutionary organi
zation, which is struggling against these 
rulers, needs to coordinate and unite the 
struggle against the enemy, which is united. 

We also call for and support the forma
tion of a mass independent black political 
party based on the black community. The 
rapid growth of the Black Panther Party 
shows the potential for this. 

McGowan: You don't see any paradox 
in your using reformist methods, that is 
your running in an election, and your 
being a revolutionary. 

Boutelle: No. As a matter of fact many 
revolutionaries, such as Lenin, have ad
vocated running in elections. We don't 
use our campaign to bolster the capitalist 
system; we're running a revolutionary cam
paign. We are using this campaign to en
courage people to think and act indepen
dently and to spread revolutionary ideas. 

McGowan: Our second guest, Herman 
Ferguson, has arrived, so I'll address 
some questions to him for awhile and then 
all three of us can talk. 

Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Boutelle has been de
scribing the goals of the Socialist Workers 
Party, about why he's running, etc.- why 
don't you do a little of the same. You're 
running for U. S. Senate on the Freedom 
and Peace Party ticket, for the seat that's 
now occupied by Jacob Javits. Could you 
tell us what the goals of the Freedom and 
Peace Party are? 

Herman Ferguson: Actually, there is a 
coalition between the Black Caucus and 
the Freedom and Peace Party. The Black 
Caucus is a group of black people who 
are forming an independent black political 
party. The reason for the coalition with 
the Freedom and Peace Party is that in 
the case of my candidacy I need 12,000 
signatures on my petitions, with 50 re
quired from each county in New York 
State. Once we leave the New York City 
area we have a problem, because there 
are not many black people, and this is 
where Freedom and Peace Party comes in. 
They go up there and get the signatures. 

McGowan: Are you suggesting that the 
Black Caucus is not completely in sym
pathy with the goals of the Freedom and 
Peace Party? 

Ferguson: We understand that at best 
our relationship is a tenuous one. 

McGowan: Is this the ticket on which 
Dr. Spock is running for President? 

Ferguson: No. The Freedom and Peace 
Party wanted to draft these people and 
they never accepted. Frankly, I would 
like to see the Freedom and Peace Party 
endorse someone like Eldridge Cleaver, 
who is more suited to the needs of black 
people. 

McGowan: Tell me about the goals of 
the Freedom and Peace Party. 

Ferguson: The Freedom and Peace Party 
is oriented to the acceptance of the fact 
that first of all black people are involved 
in a struggle for survival and liberation 
and that we are a separate nation, a cap
tive nation. And any party that attempts 
to relate itself to the needs of the black 

community must be aware of these two 
facts of life, and our entire platform stems 
from this base. 

McGowan: You have been involved in 
a legal case where you have been accused 
of plotting against the lives of certain 
civil rights leaders. Where does that case 
stand? 

Ferguson: I just learned a short time 
ago that we are to appear in court on 
Monday to be sentenced. [Ferguson then 
goes on to explain the time and place of 
the sentencing which was subsequently 
postponed.] We were convicted and found 
guilty of these charges on June 15. We 
would like all our friends, and those who 
are not so friendly or are undecided, to 
come down and be a part of this. 

HWe believe that you must 
first remove the system that 
creates racism and build a 
new system."-Paul Bou
telle. 

But, I'd like to talk some more about 
my candidacy and aboutthe Black Caucus. 
The Black Caucus believes that as a cap
tive nation, that perhaps the controversy 
about whether black people want to be a 
part of this country or not, can be re
solved by asking the United Nations to 
conduct a plebiscite throughout the coun
try which would let black people decide 
whether they want to be a part of white 
America. 

We see three Americas existing today
a white America, a Negro America and a 
black America. We in the Black Caucus 
are attempting to make our Negro broth
ers and sisters aware of the fact that they 
too are a part of the struggle for survival 
and liberation. And that they have a de
cision to make: Do they want to remain 
a part of Negro America, which is there 
for the convenience of white America, or 
do they want to become a part of black 
America. 

Then we can begin to address ourselves 
to the problems existing in this country. 
These problems, since they are radical in 
nature, need a radical solution. And no 
one from white America or from Negro 
America today is speaking in terms of 
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radical solutions. They are coming up 
with traditional solutions- money from the 
federal government, scholarships, pana
ceas which do not meet the problem, which 
do not even speak to the problem. 

The purpose of these panaceas is to 
create a new kind of enslavement in the 
black community, an enslavement called 
neocolonialism. We have been colonized 
by white America. White America is just 
now about to go into a new phase of neo
colonialism, and they will use Negro 
America to serve as the slavemaster. They 
will be the ones who will be in the admin
istrative positions- but they will have no 
real power, they will be accountable to 
white America. This is neocolonialism, 
where the slavemaster moves out of the 
community and puts in his black lackeys. 

McGowan: Now, lets talk about the dif
ferences between the two panelists we 
have-Mr. Boutelle and Mr. Ferguson
and the two of their parties. 

Boutelle: In a sense, I don't know just 
how that could be done, because of the 
way Mr. Ferguson outlined what his re
lationship was with the Freedom and Peace 
Party. He said that it was sort of a tenu
ous relationship and that the Black Caucus 
was an attempt to build a black political 
party. Well, we support the formation of 
a black political party. 

McGowan: Mr. Ferguson, do you see 
many differences between your views and 
Mr. Boutelle's views? 

Ferguson: Basically my position is that 
all of white America is racist, whether they 
are radicals, conservatives, Birchites, 
Minutemen- I don't distinguish between 
them- because they have been subjected 
to the same brainwashing that black peO
ple have been exposed to. And in my 
dealings with white people, I find that 
this brainwashing comes through and 
manifests itself in one form or another. 

But, at this time, for the sake of expedi
ency and perhaps for one or two other 
reasons, there is a need for this kind of 
coalition with Freedom and Peace. I think 
that white America has a great deal of 
cleaning up to do before white America, the 
radical people in white America, can afford 
to be involved with us in our struggle. 

A case in point is the peace movement. 
Now the peace movement has been in 
existence for the past four years, and 
they've taken a position in support of the 
liberation struggle of the Vietnamese peo
ple of Vietnam. But they have never taken 
a position in support of the black Iibera-
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to black liberation? 

tion struggle in this country. 
McGowan: Do you see more similarity 

between the head of the Birch Society and 
the head of SDS or the Communist Party, 
than you see between yourself and say 
Whitney Young? 

Ferguson: The Birchites, the Minutemen, 
the SDS people you mentioned, they were 
born in America, and they were born 
white. So they were born into a system 
that is their system. In terms of Whitney 
Young, I see that we both have a common 
tragedy that ocurred to us, we were both 
born in America, and we were born black. 
We both have that in common. So when 
you ask me if I see more differences be
tween these people, that is the only answer 
I can give you. 

HWe can begin to address 
ourselves to theproblemsex
isting in this country. These 
problems, since they are rad
ical in nature, need a radical 
solution. "-Herman Fer
guson. 

McGowan: Let's take some telephone 
calls-people can call to ask questions of 
Paul Boutelle and Herman Ferguson. 

In the remainder of the show, there was 
time for only three callers, all of whom 
directed their questions to Boutelle. Fol
lowing are excerpts from the last two 
questions. 

Second Caller: I was just listening to the 
show, and as a white man I wonder what 
the black militants really know about free
dom, if they know what freedom is. In the 
U.S., the very fact that they can stand 
up and spew the hatred that they spew, 
and that people don't put them off the air. 
This would never happen in Europe. 

Boutelle: On your first statement, I would 
like to agree with this. As a black man 
living in America, I have never had any 
knowledge of what freedom is, and this 
is something I hope to experience in the 
future. Now, as far as America being a 
free country and black people having the 
freedom to talk, you are not aware of 
the real history of black people in America. 
Here in America black people are subject 
to being killed if they merely stand up for 
their rights. 

Second Caller: (interrupts) But, you miss 

the point. In Europe you have to take 
passports with you from town to town. 
You have to register in hotels and they 
tell the police who you are and where you 
are. 

Boutelle: They do that with a lot ofblack 
militants here in the United States. 

Second Caller: (interrupts again) Maybe 
they do that with some groups, but they 
can move out of that state, they can move 
wherever they want and nobody will stop 
them. 

Boutelle: I've been living in New York 
City all my life, and I've worked in real 
estate, and from this experience and from 
experiences trying to get an apartment, I 
know that black people cannot go where 
they want. 

Four years ago I was banned from 
speaking in the streets of Harlem for three 
months when I was a candidate for Con
gress. Can you imagine, I was a candidate 
for Congress, and was banned from speak
ing from 11 Oth Street to 155th Street, 
from river to river, and I was arrested 
twice when I did try to speak. 

Same Caller: I think you make a mistake 
when you identify all whites with the white 
power structure. Whites are just as op
pressed as you are, only they don't know it. 

Boutelle: They don't know it because 
they aren't lynched like I am, that's why 
they don't know it. 

Caller: (interrupts) They also are being 
shot down on the streets by people like 
you, and like the sniper, and shoot any
body, like in Cleveland. 

Boutelle: Listen, white people are the 
worst perpetrators of violence in the world. 
Your people murdered Indians and stole 
this land from them; there were four mil
lion black slaves in America when the 
Civil War broke out. What I'd like you to 
do is to go to South Africa and see the 
people who are murdering black people 
there; tell Johnson to stop dropping bombs 
on North Vietnam; and don't try to give 
me this nonsense about this crooked capi
talist country being interested in freedom. 
I disagree with everything you say. You 
and I can agree on nothing, except per
haps that we both breathe air and we are 
both against air pollution. You and I have 
no dialogue. 

McGowan: I'm afraid Mr. Boutelle is 
right. There is no dialogue and we'll have 
to go on to the next question. 

Third Caller: I'd like to ask Mr. Boutelle, 
what is your attitude toward the Peace 
and Freedom Party and the candidacy 
of Eldridge Cleaver for President? 

Boutelle: Well, we don't supportthe Peace 
and Freedom Party. We support the Black 
Panther Party, and I think it would be 
good if the Black Panther Party would 
get together with other black groups in 
this countr~· that are desirous of building 
a black political party, and then perhaps 
they could run Eldridge Cleaver as a 
candidate. 

The Peace and Freedom Party is a trick. 
You can see in their publication where 

Herman Ferguson, Freedom and 
Peace Party candidate for U. S. 
Senator. 

they want to have a loose coalition, based 
on a vague multi-issue program, with 
Cleaver for President as a militant, and a 
moderate for Vice President. I don't think 
it is working in the interest of black people. 
It isn't a group that has a real alternative 
program. It's a real hodgepodge of peo
ple, some good, some bad, some trying to 
get us back into the Democratic Party, 
some trying to build a third capitalist 
reform party, and I feel that they are trying 
to ride the backs of the black liberation 
movement. 

Same Caller: But the Panthers feel that 
the coalition with the Peace and Freedom 
Party is advantageous for them, especially 
in California. Don't you think that this 
coalition might have some value for the 
Panthers? 

Boutelle: I think the reason the Panthers 
began with that coalition was when they 
were having the trouble with the power 
structure, especially around the case of 
Huey P. Newton. When a person like 
Newton, or any black person for that 
matter, faces death, you need to get as 
much support as possible for the defense 
of that person. You should unite every 
group possible in the defense effort. 

But, in making an electoral coalition 
with the Peace and Freedom Party, I think 
the Panthers are making a grave error in 
tying up with Peace and Freedom, think
ing that is a revolutionary organization 
or that these are revolutionary whites. 
There are some revolutionary white peo
ple in it, or revolutionary-minded whites
but as far as Peace and Freedom as an 
organization actively involved in making 
a revolutionary change, and destroying 
capitalism, and supporting black libera
tion, and liberation for oppressed peoples 
throughout the world-no, Peace and 
Freedom is not that. 

Ernest Mandel to address 
Socialist Scholars' group 

Ernest Mandel, editor of the Belgian 
socialist weekly La Gauche and noted 
Marxist economist and political writer, 
will be the principal invited foreign guest 
speaker at the Fourth Annual Socialist 
Scholars Conference. Its three-day sessions 
will be held at Rutgers University, New 
Brunswick, N.J., Sept. 6-8. 

Mandel is scheduled to speak at the 
Friday evening dinner on recent political 
developments in France and to present a 
paper Saturday morning, Sept. 7, on "The 
Working Class and Neo-Capitalism." 
Louis Salkeever of the State University 
of New York, Albany, and Prof. Alexander 
Ehrlich of Columbia will be the panel 
commentators. 

A week after appearing at the SSC Man
del will leave on a two-month speaking 
tour of leading universities in the United 
States and Canada. 

The central theme of this year's SSC 
sessions is "The Socialist Perspective in 
the Advanced Countries." The four other 
panels will start Friday at 10 a.m. with 
"The Role of the Intellectuals in Social 
Change," featuring Warren Susman of Rut-

gers and Christopher Lasch of North
western and chaired by Conor Cruise 
O'Brien. Another panel at the same time 
will hear a paper, "New Thoughts on the 
Historiography of the American Working 
Class," by Herberg Gutman of the Univer
sity of Rochester. 

Saturday morning, in addition to the 
Mandel panel, there will be a discussion 
of Harold Cruse's book, The Crisis of the 
Negro Intellectual, led by Eugene Geno
vese of Sir George Williams University 
and Sterling Stuckey of Northwestern. At 
the fifth and final panel, on Sunday, James 
Weinstein will speak on "The Preconditions 
for a Mass Socialist Party in the U. S." 

An innovation in organizing this year's 
conference will be the small discussion 
groups which will meet during the after
noons following the presentations. These 
will permit audience participation in dis
cussing the topics treated by the prepared 
remarks. 

Bibliographies for the panels, registra
tion and further information can be se
cured by writing P. 0. Box 412, Cooper 
Station, New York, N.Y. 10003. 
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Halstead's speech to Gensuiken 
By Fred Halstead 

Following is the full text of an address 
by Fred Halstead, presidential candidate 
of the Socialist Workers Party, to the Aug. 6 
session of the Gensuiken conference, the 
Japan Conference Against A andHBombs 
held in Hiroshima. Gensuiken is supported 
by the Japan Socialist Party and Sohyo, 
the largest trade-union federation in Japan. 
Halstead described the American antiwar 
movement to the conference and proposed 
that the Japanese unions issue an appeal 
to U. S. unions to refuse to carry napalm 
and other munitions for Vietnam 

Halstead's speech was well received by 
the conference, which was attended largely 
by representatives of Japanese unions. His 
suggestions were supported by all the dele
gates present. 

I have been asked by the translators 
to speak slowly because they do not have 
a text of this speech. That will be easy. 
I shall speak simply because I came here 
for a simple and concrete reason: to seek 
unity in action against the Vietnam war, 
the war which is going on now and which 
threatens to become an atomic war. 

International action is now more possible 
than it was at the time of the Japanese 
demonstrations in 1960 against the 
Japan- U. S. Security Treaty. At that time 
there was no big antiwar movement in 
the United States. But now there is a big 
movement in the United States that can 
respond to your actions against the treaty, 
which makes of Japan a base for counter
revolution by the U.S. military. 

In building the movement in the United 
States we have many sharp differences, 
many sharp disputes. And we have found 
the only way we can get real unity is in 
action. Some of our differences are repre
sented here among the American delegates. 
For example: I am the presidential can
didate of the Socialist Workers Party, which 
is far to the left in the United States. Mrs. 
Colby [Ruth Gage Colby of the Women's 
International League for Peace and Free
dom] has told you of another presidential 
candidate that she hopes will end the war. 
He ill Eugene McCarthy who is trying to 
become the candidate of the Democratic 
P~~~-. the ruling party in the United States. 
I do not agree. I do not think McCarthy 
will end the war even if he is elected. 

But Mrs. Colby and I, in spite of dif
ferences, have been very active in organi
zing mass street demonstrations against 
the war in Vietnam. And Mr. Teague has 
been in those actions also. [Walter Teague 
of the American Committee to Aid the 
NLF.] It is action which brought us to
gether in the Fifth Ave. Vietnam Peace 
Parade Committee in New York. This is 
the committee that has organized the big
gest street demonstrations. I was on the 
staff of that committee for two years. 

Now there is a crisis in the American 
antiwar movement at present. Many peo
ple are waiting for the elections or for the 
P~rie talks and have stopped street actions 
against the war. This is not because the 
opposition to the war has decreased. On 
the contrary, the opposition to the war is 
growing. But many people have illusions 
about the Paris talks and about the elec
tions, and they are waiting. But we must 
not wait. I do not believe the war will be 
ended by the Paris talks or by the election 
of another representative of the ruling 
class in the United States. The war must 

be ended by the common people; we must 
rely upon ourselves through massive ac
tion in the streets and elsewhere. 

I was very interested in the remark made 
by brother Hughes[Emrys Hughes, British 
Labour Party MP] about Britain withdraw
ing from military bases east of Suez. But 
this does not necessarily mean less imperi
alism in the area. I recently read a state
ment by Senator George D. Aiken of Ver
mont, a state in the U. S. Senator Aiken 
is a member ofthe upper house of Congress, 
the American parliament. Senator Aiken 
also referred to the British move. Then he 
quoted Trotsky, who in the 1930s had 
predicted that the United States would 
become the dominant military power in 
the world and would absorb the military 
features of the British Empire. Senator 
Aiken said this prediction had come true, 
and that now as Britain moves out, the 
U.S. will have to move in to cover these 
areas militarily. Senator Aiken said this 
is because there are too many American 
investments there which must be protected. 

That is true. And there are also British 
investments in the area which will now be 
protected by the U.S. military. And Japan
ese capitalist interests as well. And West 
European capitalist interests as well. And 
there are too many U.S. investments in 
Britain and Japan and West Europe for 
the U. S. government not to use its military 
to protect the exploitative relations of all 
these capitalist interests in the colonial or 
semi-colonial world. 

It is not that imperialism is bowing out 
gracefully. But that the United States is 
taking on the role of chief imperialist 
policeman in the world. No, it is my 
opinion that we cannot rely on capitalist 
statesmen to bring us peace, just as we 
cannot rely on McCarthy. Oh, there may 
be a person here or there in that class who 
sincerely wants peace, but they can do 
nothing effective against the interests of 
their own class. No. We must rely on the 
common people, who have nothing to gain 
from imperialism. We must rely on mass 
action. 

Trade-union action 
That is why I was so keenly interested 

in the reports here from the representatives 
of the trade unions of Sohyo, the reports 
of past actions on Oct. 21 and the report 
of the strike and demonstrations planned 
for next Oct. 21 against thew ar in Vietnam. 

You know we in the United States have 
also had actions on Oct. 21. Last year it 
was the march to the Pentagon. In organi
zing that action, we had many difficulties, 
many differences. For example, we had 
students who wanted to come with sticks. 
And we had complete pacifists who believe 
it wrong even to defend yourself if at
tacked. And others, such as I, who do not 
think sticks are very meaningful against 
the machine guns of the Pentagon, and 
who believe in self defense. But we found 
a way to unite all these elements and many 
more in the action. It was not easy, and 
no on~ was completely satisfied, but every
one agreed that the action was more effec
tive than anyone hadfirstthoughtpossible, 
and more effective than any of the groups 
could have made it on their own. 

Now that is true internationally too, and 
I propose that Gensuiken send its call for 
international action around the Oct. 21 
period to all sections ofthe movement in the 
U. S. In the U. S. it may not be the exact 
same day, but around that time. And 
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FRED HALSTEAD. SWP presidential candidate addresses Gensuiken antiwar 
<'Onference against A and H bombs in Hiroshima, Aug. 6. 

there wiU be action in the U.S. I also 
suggest that the call be sent to American 
labor unions asking them to participate. 

And I speak frankly. Your appeal will 
help those of us in the American move
ment who are pushing such action, and 
who say: do not wait. I might say here 
that Mrs. Colby, in spite of her position 
on McCarthy, is not one who says wait. 
She continues to fight in every way. That 
is why we get along so well. 

I was also keenly interested in the report 
of the Japanese Railway Union that the 
Sohyo transportation unions have decided 
to organize strikes against the transport 
of napalm and other munitions to Viet
nam. That is good news, and I hope it 
becomes reality. For this is the way the 
war can be stopped. 

I know something of the power of trans
portation workers in this regard, and how 
the warmakers fear this. Because mem
bers of my party were leaders of an im
portant section of the teamsters' union, 
truckdrivers, in the United States when 
World War II began. And my party did 
not support the government in that war. 
And they put our comrades who led that 
union in jail because they feared that 
power. 

But there was no big antiwar movement 
at that time. Now there is, and they would 
have a hard time putting a union leader 
in jail now who called for action-even 
strike action-against the war. I know 
this is not strictly a union conference, but 
there are many unionists here, and I 
suggest that their unions appeal to the 
American unions, asking them also to take 
the same actions, to turn off the green 
light on the war in Vietnam. 

I do not wish to sow illusions. The 
political situation in the United States at 
present is on a much lower level than in 
Japan, and many union leaders are very 
conservative. But there is the beginning 
of a change. Recently there was a confer
ence of 500 union leaders who came out 
against the war, not for the most militant 
position, but against the war. More union 
leaders, like those of the longshoremen on 

the West Coast, are making statements 
against the war. They must read an appeal 
from the Japanese Unions. 

It is not easy. The government and 
some union leaders lie to the workers. 
They tell them you will hurt our young 
men in uniform if you stop munitions. 
But the truth is that sending more young 
men and more munitions to Vietnam does 
not help the young men. The only way 
to help them is to get them out of Vietnam, 
to bring them back to the United States
all of them, and immediately-and leave 
Vietnam to the Vietnamese. The truth is, 
it is a crime and a shame that American 
unions-which have so much power
have given the green light to this war in 
which American working-class youth and 
Vietnamese peasants and workers are be
ing killed for nothing- nothing but big
business profit. 

You know, I often say to the movement 
in the U. S. that a hundred thousand stu
dents demonstrating is important, but it 
can't stop the war. But a hundred thousand 
railway workers or truckdrivers or a hun
dred thousand Gis-who are workers in 
uniform by and large- can stop the war 
if they go about it right. And that is the 
problem. And your appeals can help. 

Regarding the struggle of the Okinawan 
people, I am sure the antiwar movement 
in the United States will support the de
mand of the Okinawan people that Okinawa 
be returned to the rest of Japan, and that 
all U.S. bases be removed. Okinawa does 
not belong to the United States any more 
than Vietnam does. The U.S. government 
has no right to use Okinawa as a base 
for the Vietnam war and as a general 
base for counterrevolution in Asia. 

Remember, at the time of the 1960 strug
gle against the U. S.-Japan Security Treaty, 
there was no big antiwar movement in 
the U. S. to respond to the Japanese ac
tions. But now there is. And as your 
struggle against the renewal of that treaty 
in 1970 develops, there will be a response 
in the United States. Your appeals can 
help a great deal in this. Thank you. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ clip and rna i I _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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Farmers • 1n Japan antiwar fight 
By Barry Sheppard 

TOKYO- One of the focal points of the 
antiwar struggle in Japan is the presence 
of U.S. military bases here. The fight 
against these bases, which form an im
portant link in the chain of U. S. military 
outposts along China's coast and which 
now are being used for the war in Viet
nam, is fused with struggles of small 
farmers in certain key areas. One of these 
areas is the Sunagawa region next to the 
big U.S. air base at Tachikawa, in the 
suburbs of Tokyo. I had the opportunity 
to talk with the leader of this struggle, 
Mr. Miyaoka, who is the chairman of the 
Sunagawa Farmers League. 

We talked through an interpreter in Mi
yaoka 's home near the edge of the air
field. Every few minutes a big transport 
plane would take off and roar by over
head, not more than a hundred feet off 
the ground. The runway comes right up 
to the edge of the field, and the Air Force 
has been attempting-with the aid of the 
Japanese government-to extend the base 
along this side. To do this, the government 
has been trying to get the land belonging 
to the farmers in this area and turn it 
over to the U.S. Air Force for the exten
sion of the base. 

The farmers in the area, organized in 
the Sunagawa Farmers League, have been 
resisting the expansion of the base for more 
than 10 years, with the help of antiwar 
workers and students, and so far they have 
been successful. Miyaoka explained, how
ever, that the struggle of the farmers in the 
area against the base actually has a 50-
year history, going back to when the base 

Photo by Barry Sheppard 

FARMERS' LEADER. Chairman 
Miyaoka of Sunagawa Farmers 
League. 

was first constructed by the Japanese im
perialists. Now, it is a U.S. base. 

The present struggle of the Sunagawa 
farmers began in 1956-57. 

At that time, after an agreement between 
the U.S. and Japanese governments to 
extend the base, the Japanese government 
began taking steps to secure the land from 
the farmers. "According to Japanese law," 
Miyaoka told me, "if the government wants 
to confiscate land, they must first survey 
it. So the struggle began against the sur
veyors. 

"The Zengakuren and the Tokyo branch 
of Sohyo [the largest of the union federa
tions] organized a mass mobilization here 
to occupy the land and stop the surveying. 
The police mobilized 6,000 strong, with 
80 armed cars. The farmers, students and 
workers united shoulder to shoulder 
against the police attack and stopped the 
attempt to take our land, although many 
militants in the struggle were wounded. 

"The Japanese constitution guarantees 
our right to own our land, but we can 
realize our rights only through direct ac
tion. Legal defense is not enough. Mass 
actions are required, and also the mo bili
zation of broad national and international 
support, which we received." 

First mass action 
The 1956-57 struggle here "was the first 

mass direct action in Japan against the 
military bases, so Sunagawa has become 
a symbol of the Japanese antiwar move
ment," Miyaoka explained. 

The Tachikawa airbase is used mainly 
for transport of war goods. Much of this 
traffic is directly related to the war in 
Vietnam "Near this airbase," Miyaoka 
said, "are two others. One is used as the 
headquarters of the Fifth Air Force, and 
the other is used for jet fighters, so the 
three bases form a unit. As long as the 
U.S. remains in Japan, this airbase will 
not be abandoned, because of its impor
tance." 

The struggle broke out again in May 
1967, when the government made another 
attempt to confiScate the land. 'We heard 
the news that the government was again 
preparing to try to take the land. So we 
again organized a mass action to prevent 
this, which was mainly supported by stu
dents and young workers of the National 
Antiwar Youth Committee. At this demon
stration, a student was wounded badly in 
the head," but again the government effort 
was turned back. 

"Since May, 1967, the struggle has been 
of a different character- a sort of guer
rilla fight. We do not foresee another open 
clash, because the struggle here has gained 

Photo by Barry Sheppard 

ANTI-AIRCRAFT. Japanese farmers fighting U.S. airbase land-grab compli
cate Viet-bound planes' take-off and landing by raising tall poles near runways. 

such support. Especially since the Vietnam 
war, the antiwar movement has grown, 
and if the government wants an open 
fight now, the whole Japanese antiwar 
movement will respond. 

"Now the government is attempting to 
put pressure on the weak spots in the 
league, trying to buy up farms and break 
the will of the farmers. They are also 
trying to buy up farms in the surrounding 
area, outside of the section planned for 
the proposed extension, in an attempt to 
isolate us." 

As I drove to Miyaoka 's house with ,:1 

Japanese friend who acted as interpreter, 
I had noticed a number of tall signs and 
poles with red flags on them near the air
field. The signs contained antiwar slogans, 
and Miyaoka explained the function of the 
poles: 'We put up very high poles to dis
turb the airplanes." The reason why the 
U. S. wants to extend the base is that the 
runway is too short for the large trans
port planes, which are forced to fly with 
less than full loads at present. Consequently 
they take off right at the edge of the run
way. 

"But at night the Americans come from 
the base and take the poles down. We 
put them up again. So we have this sort 
of guerrilla situation right now." 

We then went on to discuss the role of 

the various major radical currents in the 
Sunagawa struggle. "Officially the Soci
alist Party supports the struggle,"Miyaoka 
said. "They have a big influence in Japan, 
so their support is very good. But we 
cannot rely upon them in mass actions. 

Role of CP 
"As for the Communist Party, they at

tempted to take over this struggle in 1966, 
and to expel the Trotskyists and other 
radical elements, especially the militant 
Zengakuren groups. The Sunagawa league 
wants all groups to participate on the 
basis of nonexclusion, so there was a fight 
with the CP. The CP withdrew from the 
struggle, because the militant groups were 
associated with it. 

"For example, the CP-dominated organi
zation against atomic bombs, Gensuikyo, 
has held yearly marches in Tokyo, which 
always began here. But this year- a few 
days ago- their march bypassed this 
area. 

"Also, the CP does not even advocate 
nonviolent resistance, let alone militant 
direct actions, when they are necessary for 
this struggle." 

Japan war opponents call fall actions 

There are other similar farmers' struggles 
in Japan, includingoneatNarita, where the 
government is attempting to build a new 
airport. Miyaoka made contact with the 
Narita farmers early in their struggle, and 
helped bring some of the militant student 
groups into support of that movement. 
There now is close cooperation between 
the two groups. 

By Barry Sheppard 
Barry Sheppard, editor of The Militant, 

and Fred Halstead, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for President, left Japan Aug. 15 
to visit U. S. troops in Saigon as part of 
a world political tour. 

TOKYO, Aug. 14- Three antiwar con
ferences held in Japan this month, which 
Fred Halstead and I attended, have called 
for international actions against the war 
in Vietnam around Oct. 21. At the Japan 
Congress Against A a'\d H bombs (Gen
suiken), a representativ'~ from the largest 
labor federation, Soli¥0. announced that 
Sohyo would stage a strike against the 
war on Oct. 21. At the same conference, 
a leader of the railway-workers union said 
his union intended to mount a drive to 
physically stop the transport of munitions 
and fuel for use by the U. S. in Vietnam. 

Action on two other issues related to the 
Vietnam war was also planned at all three 
conferences. These issues are the problem 
of the island of Okinawa and the Japan
D. S. Security Treaty. The fight on these 
issues will be part of the October actions. 

Okinawa was taken from Japan by the 
U.S. as a result of World War II and is 
being used by Washington as an important 
military outpost, especially as a key base 
for the Vietnam war. The people of the 
island are still under · U. S. military com
mand, and there is a large movement de
veloping among Okinawans andpeopleon 
the other Japanese islands against U. S. 
military rule and for a return of Okinawa 
to Japan. 

One important side of the Okinawa strug
gle is the fight against its use as a U. S. 

base. This is part of a wider struggle 
against the use of Japan as a whole as a 
U. S. base for counterrevolution in Asia 
and for the prosecution oftheVietnamwar. 

The "legal" cover for U.S. operations in 
Japan is the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty. 
When the treaty was established in 1960, 
there were big struggles and demonstra
tions against it. The treaty is up for rene
gotiation in 1970, and the antiwar activists 
expect the present struggles against U. S. 
bases and the treaty to mount into a 
massive militant campaign at that time. 

In addition to the Gensuiken conference, 
we attended the Antiwar, Anti-imperialist 
International Conference on Aug. 3, and 
the People's International Conference 
Against War and for Fundamental Social 
Change (Beheiren). 

The Aug. 3 conference, held in Tokyo, 
was a student conference organized by 
some of the factions of Zengakuren. While 
there were sharp differences expressed at 
the conference on the general struggle for 
socialism, there was agreement on the call 
for the international October actions. 

Other factions of Zengakuren not at the 
Aug. 3 conference told us that they were 
also in agreement with the October antiwar 
action. Although Zengakuren is split into 
many factions, all of the factions are ap
parently supporting the call for the October 
actions. 

An important development here has been 
the formation of Antiwar Youth Commit
tees. These committees are composed of 
young workers. Leaders of these commit
tees we spoke to said they also would 
support the October actions. 

The Gensuiken conference was held in 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It is under the 

influence of the Socialist Party. 
The Beheiren conference, held in the 

ancient Japanese capital city of Kyoto, 
was the broadest of the three and included 
a wide range of participants from all 
sectors of the antiwar movement. In addi
tion to supporting the call for international 
October actions, and actions against con
tinued U. S. military rule of Okinawa and 
the security pact, the Beheiren conference 
protested the Gaullist repression against 
French revolutionary groups.(The other 
conferences took similar actions. ) There 
was a great deal of interest in the French 
events expressed at all three conferences. 
Beheiren also sent a telegram to the judge 
in the trial of Huey P. Newton in Oakland, 
Calif., demanding that Newton be freed. 

Beheiren and Gensuiken had both or
ganized a trip to Okinawa by the foreign 
observers at their conferences. Unfortun
ately we could not participate in this trip, 
as we must leave for Saigon tommorrow, 
on the next leg of our tour. 

In addition to Fred Halstead and my
self, other American observers were present 
at one or more of the various conferences, 
representing Students for a Democratic 
Society, Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee, Women Strike for Peace, the 
Women's International League for Peace 
and Freedom, Liberation News Service 
and the Committee to Aid the National 
Liberation Front. All expressed support 
for the October actions. 

Among the other foreign observers were 
representatives from the French Revolu
tionary Communist Youth (JCR), now 
banned by de Gaulle, and the French Uni
fied Socialist Party. Photo by Barry Sheppard 
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''De Gaulle cannot 
dissolve our ideas'' 

By Dick &oberta 
AUG. 23- French authorities have been 

forced to keep prison guards away from 
political prisoners because of the wide
spread sympathy for victims of de Gaulle's 
repression, Jean Dube declared today. 

Dube, a former member of the outlawed 
Revolutionary Communist Youth (JCR), 
is touring this country to gain support 
for 14 youngpeopleimprisonedoncharges 
of attempting to reconstitute the banned 
organization. 

1n an interview with The Militant, Dube 
said that the guards had explained to the 
jailed revolutionaries, "we are not edu
cated . . . we come from small farms . . . 
we had to get jobs ... but we understand 
your struggle, we sympathize with it." This 
gives you an idea of the political atmos
phere in France today, Dube added. 

Describing the background of the ar
rests, Dube made it clear that there is no 
substance to the government charge that 
the imprisoned young people were attempt
ing to reconstitute the JCR. 

In one case four students were arrested 
at plant gates in Rouen where they were 
distributing a leaflet urging the factory 
workers to form a left-wing caucus in 
their union. The leaflet had been put out 
by the Communist Revolutionary Group, 
an organization which had not been 
banned. "They were arrested simply be
cause they were known members of the 
old JCR," Dube declared. 

"Clearly, in this case they were not at
tempting to reconstitute a dissolved or
ganization. They were arrested for their 
political activity. 

"Incidentally," he added, "the leaflet was 
very well received. When the workers saw 
the police arresting the students they went 
on strike for an hour in protest." 

The arrest of Alain Krivine showed the 
same attempt by the government to "put 
a question mark over all political activity, 
to deprive people of this fundamental civil 
liberty." Krivine, Dube pointed out, is one 

of the main leaders of the May-June up
rising. "The government wanted to have 
him in jail to set an example and frighten 
the other students. They wanted to catch 
Krivine- but on what ground? 

"He organized the May-June demonstra
tions- but there was an amnesty passed 
under pressure from the masses for all 
participants in the demonstrations. So they 
were unable to charge him with organizing 
street demonstrations. 

"What they found was that in a press 
conference which Krivine had held and 
was very widely publicized in France, he 
had said 'as a revolutionary, our duty 
is to continue the struggle.' The govern
ment insisted upon interpreting this as 
meaning Krivine wanted to reconstitute 
the JCR." 

Dube emphasized the repressive nature 
of the government measures. Under French 
law anyone can be arrested and held in
communicado for 10 days. This means, 
and has already meant, that hundreds 
could be arrested with no grounds for 
holding them at all, kept in prison without 
any contact, and worked over by the cops 
for 10 days. 

The 14 charged with reconstituting the 
JCR were the only ones who had been 
held longer, but many others had been 
seized and jailed for several days. Krivine 
was interrogated for eight hours a day, 
10 days in a row. The one girl accused 
of attempting to reconstitute the JCR had 
been isolated from the rest in a women's 
prison, cynically refused the rights of a 
political prisoner on the grounds the jail 
didn't have the facilities for this one spe
cial case, and all this in spite of the fact 
that she is tubercular and needs special 
medical attention. 

The reaction of the French people to 
de Gaulle's repression, Dube continued, 
is symbolized by the attitude of the prison 
guards. "The people are revolted and they 
are mobilized right now. Traditionally 
French political life in August is quite 
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dead. But now there is quite a lot of 
action. 

"The defense committees, particularly the 
Committee to Fight Repression headed by 
Jean-Paul Sartre, is putting out tens of 
thousands of leaflets and posters. And 
this is true in spite of the obvious limita
tions by the repression and harassment of 
individuals. Anyone caught putting up 
posters is likely to be arrested, taken to 
the police station and held incommuni
cado for 10 days. 

"The Latin Quarter is now filled with 
plainclothesmen- young, dressed and 
looking like students. They start demon
strations, they are provocateurs, but 50, 
60 or 100 people will follow these 'demon
strators' and one minute later they are 
surrounded by cops." 

At the same time, Jean Dube explained, 
every campus is now occupied by the 
police. In order to return schools to "nor
malcy" in October and November when 
classes should reopen, the cops will have 
to leave campus. "It seems obvious to 
every student, the day they will be allowed 
to go onto campus, the new movement
very likely to be a new occupation-will 
begin ... 

"All the reasons the students began their 
struggle last April and May remain. There 
is no change . . . despite the very liberal 
speeches of the Minister of Education." 

In this explosive situation, Dube believes, 
it will be extremely dangerous for the gov
ernment to have Alain Krivine in jail. 
"The relation of forces is such, the level of 
militant consciousness of the students is 
such, that they cannot keep Krivine in 
jail." Dube believes it is quite possible as 
an alternative that Krivine will be drafted 
in an attempt to isolate him from the 
movement. This has already happened 
to several other former JCR members. 
"Even that already shows the strength of 
the student movement, the strength of the 
defense work, the weakness of the govern
ment." 

Dube turned to the question of what 
former members of the JCR are doing 
now, with their organization outlawed by 
the de Gaulle regime. "One of the important 
results of the struggle in May," he ex
Plained, "is a fantastic reinforcement of 
the revolutionary vanguard. The van
guard before was mainly composed of 
students. 

"Now the vanguard has become broader 
and has been joined by many young 
workers no longer under the influence of 
the Communist Party. Revolutionaries 
clearly see as their most important t!lskor
ganizing these new forces into a revolution
ary party with a revolutionary program. 

"Even if the JCR had not been banned 
its nature would be changed. We know 
and we realize that we have to go much 
further: we have to establish a new struc
ture and we will continue the struggle 
under new forms, new structures. 

"Each of our former members continues 
his activities, in Action Committees, in 
other organizations. You can dissolve an 
organization, but you cannot dissolve its 
ideas. These ideas were given the acid 
test in May. They proved to be correct." 

Commenting on the three-week tour he 
has had in Canada and this country, Dube 
noted two aspects particularly. First, 
students he spoke to were extremely in
terested in getting concrete details about 
the French events. This was true not only 
of the more spectacular period of the up
rising, but also of the present period. They 
were concerned to find out the facts about 
the repression and what could be done 
to give assistance. 

But they were also concerned with the 
fundamental lessons of the French up
rising, above all how it was possible to 
establish links with the working class. "I 
felt that they asked this because they 
wanted to do the same thing in this coun
try, or might very soon be confronted 
with a similar situation." 

The Great Society 
GANG-BUSTER-Frank Rizzo, Phila

delphia's "rough- 'em-up" police commis
sioner, called on the city council to adopt 
legislation to disarm the Boy Scouts. We'd 
suggest he also keep a sharp eye on those 
old ladies they're always helping across 
the street. 

ESTHETICS DEP'T-Adolfo of Saks 
Fifth Avenue has a new line of jumpers 
and harem pants (jumpers, $95, pants 
$160 to $250 ). He says he was inspired 
by Mrs. Wyatt Cooper, the former Gloria 
Vanderbilt. Mrs. Cooper has a jumper
pants set which matches her bathroom 
wallpaper. (We really almost made a 
typing slip and wrote toilet paper.) 

GOOF-UP OF THE YEAR-New York 
police say that two men who allegedly 
held up a midtown Manhattan bank were 
caught while trying to flag a cab to make 
their getaway. Unless they were strangers, 
we find this difficult to comprehend. As
suming they were lucky enough to actually 
get a cab in that neighborhood, did they 
think it could get them out of the area's 
perpetual traffic jam in anywhere near 
the time you can make it on foot? 

ETERNAL VIGILANCE-One of the 
things that makes you most proud of 

America is the various freedom-loving re
gimes it keeps alive. Like, for instance, 
that of Chiang Kai-shek in Formosa. Its 
latest contribution to warding off totali
tarianism was a seven-year jail sentence 
for a former University of Hawaii student 
who allegedly wrote procommunist news 
articles while in Japan and who, while at 
the University of Hawaii, read mainland 
Chinese literature and newspapers . 

NEW CONSTITUENCY ADDED- The 
rising resistance movement continues to 
spill over into new fields. The New York 
Council for Civic Affairs has demanded an 
end to use of "phony shot glasses" used 
by bars to ''bilk the public out of millions 
of dollars a year." Council chairman Her
man Glaser noted that the customer thinks 
he's getting a giant drink when actually 
it's "Lilliputian." He demanded adoption 
of standard-sized, clearly marked shot 
glasses, "so the customer knows what he's 
getting." And while we're at it, how about 
bringing back the free lunch? 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK-"It is 
time the American people realized espion
age is one of the most important functions 
of their government."- Ruby Hart Phillips 
in the Aug. 13 Long Island Newsday. 

-Harry Ring 
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Detroit news strike ends setback for labor 
By Frank Lovell 

DETROIT, Aug. 10-The two metro
politan dailies here-the Detroit News 
and the Free Press-resumed publication 
this week after being closed just short of 
nine months in the longest major daily
press shutdown in history. Members of 
the 14 craft unions involved were forced 
to return to their jobs; their unions are 
still intact, but they are dissatisfied and 
still underpaid. 

The new contracts expire in midsummer, 
1971, instead of just before the Christmas 
advertising rush as previously, a change 
insisted on by the publishers. The total 
economic package is only $33, spaced 
out over the life of the new contracts: an 
$11 weekly raise immediately; another 
$10 after 11 months; $9 more at the 21st 
month; a final $3 weekly at the 34th 
month. Each union is free to divert any 
part or all of the package to fringe benefits. 

When union contracts expired last No
vember, most union members expected a 
renewal without a strike because they asked 
only that Detroit publishers pay the wage 
scales already established in other major 
cities. Their basic weekly scales when nego
tiations began last fall were: printers, 
$164.09; stereotypers, $159.51; pressmen, 
$159.35; teamsters, $150.25; mailers, 
$148.26. 

The publishers' version of what hap
pened, as related by the Detroit News, is 
that "behind the scenes, and eventually to 
surface, was a contest of wills over whether 
unions should preempt management pre
rogatives in such things as hiring practices, 
working conditions, installation of new 
machinery and to a degree, control of the 
institutions themselves." In other words, 
and more specifically, the publishers in
sisted upon and are still seeking a com
plete breakdown of union conditions on 
the job, unbridled authority to hire and 
fire as they choose, freedom to introduce 
new printing processes in order to reduce 
the labor force and increase already 
swollen profits, and complete monopoly 
control of the city's daily papers. 

The two papers, calling themselves the 
Detroit Newspaper Publishers Association, 
sought an agreement first with teamsters' 
Local 372, which they hoped would es
tablish a pattern for settlement with the 
other crafts. When the teamsters rejected 
the publishers' offer and struck the News 
on Nov. 16, the publishers closed down 
both papers and locked-out the other 
crafts. They had prepared this action well 
in advance by building up a "strike insur
ance" fund which paid each paper $10,000 
a day for 50 days. 

Within two days after the established 
papers closed, an interim paper, the Daily 
Expre&$, was on the streets. This was soon 
followed by two other such papers, Daily 
Press and Daily Dispatch. 

The Detroit News quickly brought court 
action against the Daily Express, charging 
seven News district distribution managers, 
all of them members of the teamsters' 
union, with conspiracy and unlawful ap
propriation of News circulation lists to 
distribute the interim paper. The suit is 
still pending. 

This effort of the News to prevent the 
defendants from moving into the lucrative 
newspaper publishing field was clearly a 
monopolistic suppression of competition, 
aimed at stifling freedom of the press. 
Nevertheless, the immediate effect was to 
bring antiunion Senator Robert Griffm 
thundering back from Washington to in
vestigate what he termed "the vulture press," 
meaning the interim papers, and to ex
pose "labor racketeering in a new guise," 
meaning teamsters' Local 372. Feeling 
the pressure, the teamsters' international 
moved in against Local 372, forcing all 
interim papers out of business and ur~ring 
a quick settlement with the newspaper pub
lishers. 

Teamster negotiations 

Thereafter the publishers concentrated on 
the teamsters, and they refused to meet 
with the Council of Newspaper Unions or 
to negotiate with any of the other crafts. 

On Feb. 5, teamster negotiators and the 
publishers announced agreement on a $30, 
three-year contract. This was hailed by the 
publishers as the end of the then 1 0-week
old strike, but the striking teamsters re
jected the agreement. 

Mayor Cavanagh then entered the picture 
on behalf of the publishers and called 
teamater officials and publilhers to a joint 
meeting in hil office. The publiahers modi
fled their offer slilfhtly 10 a1 to ~rive the 
union officials a new argument for accep-

STRIKE ENDS. Detroit News printer AI Catron checks one of first copies of 
News as strikers reluctantly returned to work Aug. 9. 

tance of a contract. Finally on March 15 
striking teamsters, under heavy pressure 
from their international officers, voted to 
accept the proposal of $30 over three 
years. 

The Council of Newspaper Unions had 
announced: "The teamster settlement is com
pletely inadequate." Minimum terms ac
ceptable to the other unions were sub
mitted- $36 in a three-year contract, 
dating from expiration of the old contracts, 
Nov. 30, 1967. Such terms were firmly 
rejected by the publishers. 

After the teamsters settled, Mayor Cava
nagh called in Professor Nathan P. Fein
singer, labor expert from the University 
of Wisconsin, who laid down some "ground 
rules" for negotiations and left town. 

Cavanagh's next move came during the 
"emergency" following the murder of Dr. 
Martin Luther King. He requested the 
publishers to resume publication and he 
demanded that the unions call off the 
strike. The publishers "generously" agreed 
to this, but the unions turned it down. 

Next came the governor. Romney an
nounced that if the strike was not settled 
by May 4 he would have the state legisla
ture pass a special law requiring compul
sory arbitration. This time the publishers 
didn't respond favorably. The News got 
an injunction barring Romney and a state
senate committee from interfering with the 
newspaper negotiations. 

have to battle scabs in the streets, sought 
the aid of the United Auto Workers. Walter 
Reuther sent one of his top assistants, 
attorney Irving J. Bluestone, to meet with 
Professor Feinsinger. On June 25 they 
announced a new agreement had been 
negotiated based on the Feinsinger "frame
work." 

Union negotiators were not happy, but 
they recommended acceptance. 

Slowly the unions began voting sep
arately on the terms of the new contract. 
The smaller unions voted first, and each 
in turn ratified the contract by large ma
jorities. In the end the International Typo
graphical Union Local 18 voted. A "yes" 
vote was recommended by alllocalofficers 
and by the scale committee. No organized 
opposition appeared. When the vote was 
taken at a general membership meeting 
on July 21, there were 354 votes to accept, 
153 opposed. Ratification by the News
paper Guild and the mailers followed. The 
surprisingly high opposition vote in the 
ITU shocked the do-nothing local officers. 
Now they whine, "What could we do?" 
And the truth is they don't know. 

t: nion-breaking threat 
In a post-strike editorial, the News hurled 

a thinly-veiled union-breaking threat: "But 
we add that :. ~ .. Qpapers must be prepared 
to operate despite a strike if that is the 
only alternative to a process that has killed 
once viable papers in a number of cities." 
This puts the matter squarely up to the 
unions as to what they must do if they 
intend to survive. 

The newspapers are anxious to install 
new processes in printing that will change 
the character of the industry by eliminating 
much of the present work. Their problem 
here is how to get around some union 

rules and in some instances how to get 
rid of some crafts. 

The craft unions in the course of this 
most recent strike here demonstrated cer
tain strengths, but their great weakness 
showed too. They demonstrated a greater 
solidarity than has been seen in the news
paper industry for a very long time. When 
they fmally settled, it was because they 
didn't see any way to meet the strike
breaking threats of the employers. And 
this showed their great weakness. 

These craft unions are the victims of 
routine. The present leaders only know how 
to call a strike and wait until something 
happens. They know how to wait out the 
employers. And when they deal with small 
operators this is usually sufficient to win. 
But when they deal with a combination 
of powerful daily papers in a major city, 
there comes a time when waiting is not 
enough. 

The striking newspaper unions in San 
Francisco gave a small example of some 
of the most elementary strike action that 
must betaken. Theunions-oroneunion
must put out a daily strike bulletin, if 
only to inform its own membership and 
other union men and women of the issues 
in the strike and the course of its develop
ment. This was done in San Francisco. 
The publishers' game was spotted and 
exposed. 

Here in Detroit not even this was done. 
The union leadership sat, said nothing, 
and waited for the publishers to make every 
move. If the unions-or one of them
would have decided to publish an interim 
daily, or had decided to expand a daily 
strike bulletin to give broader coverage 
to national news, this would have been a 
much harder blow to these arrogant, big
business publishers. 

Most important of all must come 
some measure of understanding about 
the nature of the industry and about the 
nature of the world in which this industry 
operates. The union leadership ought to 
see beyond the daily shop problems and 
learn about the broader aims of the em
ployers in order better to cope with them. 
They ought to have some appreciation of 
the relationship between the publishers and 
their political servants. They surely must 
know by now how to avoid the traps set 
by "impartial" arbitrators. 

It appeared here on some rare occa
sions that some effort might be made, that 
a strike leaflet might appear or some 
exposure of the publishers might be printed. 
Nothing! It was as if each of the unions, 
which were all pledged to support each 
other, was afraid to do something that 
might not be completely acceptable to one 
of the others. The result was that all were 
paralyzed. This is partly in the nature of 
any federation of craft unions. That's why 
the industrial form of organization is 
stronger and can act more decisively. 

These are some of the problems the 
memberships, having gone through the 
long strike experience, must ponder and 
try to resolve. One thing is clear: the 
present crop of local leaders will never 
find any answers, because most of them 
don't show any signs yet of knowing what 
the problems are. Most of them seem to 
think the union's problems are all over 
for the next two years, now that the strike 
is settled and everyone is back at work. 

The truth is that the problems of news
paper workers in this city are just begin
ning. The Detroit News has served public 
notice of this fact. 

The publishers still hoped they could 
reach an understanding with the interna
tional officers of the teamsters' union to 
deliver the papers if they published with 
scab printers. The teamster officials were 
wary of this course and had refused to 
sign contracts even though the terms had 
been accepted. Around the middle of May 
Frank Fitzsimmons, international presi
dent of the teamsters, asked representatives 
of all the striking unions to meet with him 
in Washington, and at this meeting it was 
agreed that Professor Feinsinger should 
be asked to return to Detroit. 

•Hy Struman dies in Los Angeles-
Feinsinger's proposal 

Feinsinger got the negotiators together, 
learned what the publishers were willing 
to settle for, and announced his recom
mendations for settlement of the strike. 
They were substantially what the publi
shers had settled for earlier with the team
sters, with some small shifts in size and 
sequence of wage raises. The publishers 
"reluctantly" accepted. Of course, the unions 
rejected it as a fraud. 

The publishers now stepped up their 
attack. On June 18 teamster officials signed 
contracts, which indicated that they might 
be "forced" to deliver scab papers if the 
publishers decided to start the presses. On 
June 20 the News announced that it would 
begin training nonunion and supervisory 
penonnel to take over production opera
tiona. 

Local union leaders, fearing they would 

By Milton Alvin 
LOS ANGELES, Calif.- Hy Struman, 

a Trotskyist for more than 30 years, 
died here Aug. 10 of a heart attack. He 
was 52 years old. 

He held the post of organizer in one of 
the Los Angeles branches of the Socialist 
Workers Party at one time. Immediately 
following the second world war he played 
an important role in working with high
school youth on the East Side. The young 
people had organized some activities in 
connection with widespread opposition to 
the would-be fascist Gerald L. K. Smith 
and as a result had run into difficulties 
with the school administration. The youth 
won a victory and as a result formed a 
new organization. 

Classes and meetings were often held in 
Hy's house, which was always open to 
the youth. Many of these classes were 

taught by him. They consisted of basic 
Marxist education, which he was uniquely 
qualified to teach. 

In the late 1940s Hy dropped formal 
membership in the Socialist Workers Party 
for personal reasons, but he remained a 
close sympathizer for the rest of his life. 
He particularly liked to explain the ideas 
of socialism to young people who con
tinued to keep coming to his home, in 
later years through his two daughters. 

A memorial meeting was held Aug. 11 
and was attended by a large number of 
friends and family. Two speakers, Dr. 
Benjamin Karpman and Milton Genecin, 
both old friends of Hy's, addressed the 
audience. 

Hy is survived by his wife, Joavy, and 
two daughters, Brenda and Dale, the latter 
a member of the Young Socialist Alliance. 



Page 12 THE MILITANT Friday, August 30, 1968 

• • • Huey Newton case 
(Continued from page 1 ) 
a charge of kidnapping because of lack 
of evidence (the prosecution had charged 
Newton with "kidnapping" a bystander, 
forcing him to drive Newton to a hospital 
after the shooting), but denied a motion 
for a reduction of the frrst-degree murder 
charge to second degree or manslaughter. 

The first defense witness was Thomas 
Miller, who had been a passenger on the 
bus driven by Henry Grier. Grier had tes
tified previously that he had seen the shoot
ing and "positively" identified Newton as 
the person whom he saw kill Officer Frey. 
Miller testified he had just gotten change 
and was seated in the middle of the right-

Huey P. Newton 
hand side of the bus when he heard the 
shots. He said he looked out, but it was 
"too black to see outside," and he saw 
nothing. 

H<! also stated the bus was well beyond 
the scene when the shots were fired. If 
this is true it would have been impossible 
for Grier to have witnessed the shooting. 

The defense then produced testimony 
showing that slain police officer Frey was, 
as Garry stated, "A person who resorted 
to harassment of people of the ghetto and 
also used racist epithets concerning black 
people." 

Daniel King, a teenage grocery-store 
clerk, stated that he was arrested by Frey 
who held him while his companion, a 
civilian, pushed him in the stomach. He 
also said Frey "called me a nigger and 
called me a pimp and all kinds of dirty 
names." 

Another defense witness was Olonza 
Smith, who testified that Frey had stopped 
him and his companions after they had 
gotten out of their car and wrote them a 
ticket for going through a red light and 
driving a faulty vehicle. Frey added the 
charge of driving without a license despite 
the fact that he did not know who had 
been driving the car. Frey had told Smith 
that if he did not sign for the ticket he 
would "take them all to jail." 

Smith also stated that Frey called him 
a "black son of a bitch." 

A second important point in the defense 
case was that Newton believed his proba
tion had ended the day before the Oct. 28 
shooting. In its version of the events, the 
prosecution had contended that a possible 
motive for the killing was that Newton 
believed he would go back to jail if he 
were found carrying a gun. 

Donald Hopkins, an administrator at 
the University of California, testified for 
the defense, stating thathehadseenNewton 
in a bar on the night of Oct. 27, and New
ton had told him he was celebrating the 
end of his probation. 

Garry also presented an expert witness 
who testified as to the availability of a 
new test, based on atomic processes, to 
determine whether a person has fired a 
gun. 

Howard Schlessinger, a chemist, said 
this test could have been used on Newton 
and that the police had not given him 
any samples for analysis in this case. He 
also stated the new test was far more ac
curate and reliable than the old paraffin 
test. 

The defense case has been somewhat 
shortened by the fact that testimony of 
several defense witnesses was ruled inad
missible by Judge Friedman. These in
cluded Daniel Quinones, who had been a 
patient in the hospital where Newton was 
taken the day after the shooting. Accord
ing to Garry, Quinones would have testi
fied that Newton was harassed constantly 
by the police when he was a patient there. 

The judge also refused to allow the testi
mony of three men who said they were 
bribed by the district attorney's office to 
"dig up" information concerning Newton. 

One of the sidelights of the trial is the 
numerous death threats which have been 
received by Garry and Newton. One letter 
started out "This is not a threat," but ended 
by proclaiming, "You or Newton will not 
be alive 10 days after the trial is over. It 
makes no difference which way the jury 
decides." 

Another letter began, "Dear Nigger 
Lover," and stated, "I wish Hitler had won. 
Then we could have fmished off the sheenies 
and started in on the coons." That one is 
signed "KKK." 

When asked about these letters, Garry 
said he had called in the FBI because "I 
would be foolish to ignore them. In fact 
it is not only Garry and Newton who 
have received threats. Even one of the 
witnesses, Tom Parsons, an 18-year-old 
high-school student, told one of Garry's 
assistants that he believed he would be 
"bombed out" of his house if he testified 
for the defense. 

Garry moved for a mistrial on the basis 
of these threats on the grounds that it is 
"impossible to get a fair trial in this kind 
of atmosphere." The motion was denied by 
Judge Friedman. 

The entire court is awaiting the testimony 
of the final defense witness, Huey Newton 
himself. A member of Garry's staff, when 
asked why they were putting Newton on 
the stand and whether he thought the jury 
would vote for acquittal without hearing 
Newton's testimony, said, "We can't 
chance it." He said he wanted the case to 
be won "right here, not on appeal, but 
here in this courtroom." 

Student Mobilization 
sets Chicago convention 

CHICAGO-A national conference of 
the Student Mobilization Committee to End 
the War in Vietnam will be held in Chicago 
Aug. 31-Sept. 1 to map plans for massive 
international antiwar actions when school 
opens this fall. 

One of the most important features of 
the conference will be a panel discussion 
on Gis and the antiwar movement. Lead
ing the discussion will be G Is who are 
either in the Army at this time, or who 
have been recently released. Proposals for 
fall antiwar actions in solidarity with G Is 
are expected. 

Another key aspect of the conference will 
be the report on the progress of the inter
national movement against the war, and 
a discussion of how the American move
ment should respond to the call by the 

Vietnamese, as well as the British and 
Japanese antiwar movements, for world
wide demonstrations this October. 

A number of workshops are planned, 
including one on perspectives for the grow
ing student antiwar movement in the high 
schools. It was the Student Mobilization 
Committee which organized the Interna
tional Student Strike against the war last 
April 26 that for the first time mobilized 
thousands of high school students against 
the war. 

For further information on the SMC 
conference, for locations and times of the 
sessions, and to arrange housing during 
the conference, contact the Student Mobi
lization Committee, 9 South Clinton St., 
Rm. 225, Chicago, Ill. 60606. 
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FRED HALSTEAD IN SAIGON. SWP presidential candidate on Saigon visit 
to talk to Gls (top). Found troops interested in antiwar movement. Second 
picture shows barbed wire in streets of city at war. Further details in next 
week's "Militant. 

Fred Halstead 
• • arr1ves 1n Saigon 

Fred Halstead, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for President, arrived in Saigon 
Aug. 15 where he spent five days discus
sing his antiwar views with American Gis. 
Due to difficulties in getting news from 
Saigon, The Militant has not yet received 
a full report on Halstead's visit, but an 
Aug. 19 Associated Press dispatch said 
Halstead was able to talk to many Gis 
in the Saigon area and at Long Binh, 
the large U.S. base north of the city. 

As we go to press we have received a 
brief letter from Fred Halstead, written 
on his second day in Saigon, describing 
his first impressions of the war-torn city. 
Enclosed were the photographs on this 
page, taken by Barry Sheppard, editor of 
The Militant, who is accompanying Hal
stead on his world political tour. 

"It's a big, sprawling city," Halstead 
writes, "with heavy traffic and kids play
ing in puddles left by rain. But about a 
quarter of the traffic is military, mostly 
jeeps, both U. S. and ARVIN. Many cor
ners are strung with barbed wire; sand
bagged sentry stations are in all kinds 
of places: at gas stations, some corners, 
many buildings. 

"It's a city at war with itself, heavily 
occupied. The French used to call it 'The 
Paris of the Orient,' famed for its grace, 
and wide, park-divided streets. But no 
more. It's ugly, run down, dirty; the wide 

streets in many places are lined with make
shift stalls selling all sorts of things. Huge 
numbers of motorbikes, butverylittlegrace 
and beauty. Many uniforms. Many blank 
faces. 

"Last night you could hear the artillery 
outside Saigon. Ten p.m. curfew. Coming 
in on the plane yesterday afternoon we 
saw a ragged strip of defoliation through 
the jungle surrounding the city. But there's 
an awful lot of jungle, and that was just 
a drop in the bucket. We also saw rice 
paddies immediately on the city's outskirts 
sprinkled with bomb craters, hundreds of 
them. They fill up with water and make 
round ponds." 

The AP dispatch quotes Halstead as 
saying that most of the Gis he talked to 
didn't know why they were in Vietnam: 

"A minority think we shouldn't be here. 
But the majority opinion was that they 
just don't know why we're here." 

The Aug. 18 New York Times quoted 
Halstead as saying, "Everyone was ready 
and willing to speak openly to me once I 
had introduced myself and announced that 
I was against the war." 

Halstead added that most Gis were "tre
mendously ignorant ofthepeacemovement 
in the United States because they don't 
see any publications that carry news of 
antiwar feeling." 




