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How Vietnam Changed 
A Reporter's Mind

—  See page 5 —
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A  new contract p rov id ing  mod­
est wage gains fo r General Elec­
tr ic  workers has been ra tif ie d  by 
leading bodies of 11 A F L -C IO  
unions. I t  restores the princ ip le  
o f a cos t-o f-liv ing  escalator clause 
w h ich  the corporation had knocked 
out of the contract in  1960. For 
the f irs t tim e in  years, GE was 
forced to make a money settle­
m ent somewhat above its o rig ina l 
offer. The reported pay increase 
is over five  percent a year, con­
siderably above Johnson’s “ guide- 
posts. ”

M ore could have been won i f  
the unions had fought in  the s p ir it 
o f the trans it workers and a ir­
line mechanics. M any GE w o rk ­
ers showed themselves ready fo r 
such a figh t, and they w ould have 
gained tactica l advantage by act­
ing before the November elections, 
especially since Johnson is ob­
viously preparing fo r  a s tiffen ing 
o f the an ti-labo r laws by the next 
Congress. Y e t the union leader­
ship qu ick ly  buckled under John­
son’s pressures against a strike, 
no doubt welcom ing the pretext 
he gave them to avoid a show­
down w ith  the labor-ha ting  cor­
poration.

Escalator Clause
Under the new escalator clause, 

the percentage o f wage increases 
w il l  lag behind the rate of clim b 
in  w ar-in fla ted  prices. I f  the cost 
o f liv in g  rises between 2 and 3 
percent during  a given 12-month 
measuring period, workers w il l  get 
a 1 percent increase in  pay; i f  l iv ­
ing  costs rise 3 to  3. 5 percent, they 
w il l  receive a 1. 5 percent in ­
crease, etc. The clause provides 
that the workers w il l  receive not 
less than 3 and not more than 10. 5 
cents an hour in  cos t-o f-liv ing  in ­
creases during  the life  of the three 
year and 26 day contract.

Tota l wage and benefit in ­
creases, inc lud ing  both hikes in  
job  rates and pay rises through the 
escalator clause, are reported to 
average 17 cents an hour each 
year. The m in im um  wage increase 
w il l  be 6 cents an hour, a figure  
tha t means a raise fo r  workers in  
GE’s Southern plants where job 
rates are below the corporation

S trikebreaker of the Y ear.

average. S tra ight wage increases 
on a corporation-w ide basis w il l  
raise the average pay of GE w o rk ­
ers from  the present $2. 84 an hour 
to $3. 12 an hour over the length 
o f the contract.

O ther items include a n in th  paid 
holiday in  1968; longer vacations; 
improved pension, health and w e l­
fare  benefits; and more pay fo r 
skilled workers.

Opposition
The new contract has been ap­

proved by a four-to -one vote of 
the GE conference board of the 
In te rnationa l Union o f E lectrica l 
W orkers ( IU E ). Opposition to  the 
settlement stems from  several 
causes. The workers are stuck fo r 
three years w ith  a defective es­
calator clause in  the face o f ru n ­
away prices. There was no cor­
rection o f geographical d iffe ren ­
tia ls in  job  rates, w h ich  run  as 
high as 80 cents an hour. Union 
offic ia ls gave up the demand fo r 
a reduced w o rk  week w ith  no cu t 
in  pay. Perhaps the biggest ag­
gravation o f a ll, to those opposing 
the settlement, was the fa ilu re  to 
do anyth ing about the big backlog 
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How to Get Drafted in Vietnam
= i

Q U I NHON, V ie tnam  —  A  299th Engineer Combat B a tta ­
lion  soldier, who is a f ir s t  generation Japanese Am erican, re ­
cently  experienced a ve ry  embarrassing moment when he was 
m is taken ly  d ra fted  in to  the Vietnamese A rm y  at Q ui Nhon. 
As Specialist Four, A lfre d  B. Lee, 20, who w orks as a person­
nel specialist w ith  HQ Company, was re tu rn in g  from  pass at 
Qui Nhon recently, he noticed a Vietnamese A rm y  tru c k  
stopped fu rth e r up the road, w ith  a serious-looking AR V N  
sold ier w aving  h im  over w ith  an M l carbine. The c iv ilia n -  
clad specialist fo llow ed his na tu ra l ins tinc t and accepted the 
so ld ier’s inv ita tion .

Lee was ushered in to  the tru c k  in  w hich  several V ie t­
namese c iv ilians were dejectedly s itting . B y  v irtu e  of sign 
language, he then realized th a t he had jus t been dra fted in to  
the A rm y  o f the Republic o f south V ietnam . F ortuna te ly  fo r 
SP4 Lee, some o f his buddies, who had been w atching the 
scene from  inside the nearby 299th B a tta lion  compound, rushed 
down the road w ith  the B a tta lion  in te rp re te r and saved the 
day by exp la in ing  th a t Lee was presently on active d u ty  in  
the U .  S. A rm y. —  The V ie tnam  Guardian  (Sa igon), last Aug. 
3, as reported in  I. F. Stone’s W eekly  o f Oct. 10.

B y B arry  Sheppard
In  a three-quarter page adver­

tisement in  the Oct. 14 New Y ork  
Times, seven leaders of the con­
servative w ing  o f the Negro move­
ment attacked the concepts of 
b lack power. The fo rm  of the ad 
was a “ restatement of basic p r in ­
ciples. ”

W ithou t m entioning the Con­
gress of Racial E qua lity  (CORE) 
or the Student N onvio lent Coor­
d inating Committee (SNCC) or 
b lack power, these leaders declare: 
“ There is noth ing new about these 
principles. W hat is new are the 
conditions w hich compel us to 
restate them —  not the least of 
w hich is th e ir abandonment by 
some ind iv idua ls and groups whose 
positions are nevertheless fre ­
quently interpreted as represent­
ing the c iv il rights movement. ”  
Neither CORE nor SNCC, who are 
advocates o f b lack power, were 
asked to sign the statement, be­
cause “ of our assumption tha t 
they were not lik e ly  to be in  ac­
cord, ”  said D r. John A . M ore ll 
o f the NAACP.

The ad was signed by Roy W il­
kins, executive d irector of the 
N AACP; Bayard Rustin; W hitney 
Young, Jr., executive d irector of 
the National U rban League; A. 
P h ilip  Randolph, president o f the 
Brotherhood o f Sleeping Car Por­
ters; D orothy Height, president of 
the National Council o f Negro 
Women; Amos T. H a ll, executive 
secretary of the Conference o f 
Grand Masters, P rince H a ll M a-

Roy W ilk ins

sons; and Hobson R. Reynolds, 
grand exalted ru le r, Im proved 
Benevolent and Protective Order 
of the Elks o f the W orld.

The Rev. M a rtin  L u the r K ing, 
Jr., o f the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, h a s  
switched back and fo rth  on the 
question. In  an in te rv iew  in  the 
Oct. 10 Times, K in g  said tha t 
“ some of his advisers”  believe 
the “ black power movement is 
d irec tly  responsible fo r much of 
the sharp opposition tha t the c iv il

rights movement has encountered 
in  recent weeks”  (see M ilita n t, 
Oct. 17).

When asked i f  he was consider­
ing a campaign in  opposition to 
CORE and SNCC, K in g  replied
“ Yes. ”

K ing  d id  not sign the advertise­
ment. Then, on Oct. 15, at a press 
conference, he endorsed the state­
ment. The Times explained th is as 
K in g ’s backing of “ Negro repu­
diation of b lack power concepts. ”  
B u t at the same press conference, 
K in g  said, “ I t  is a false assump­
tion  tha t the so-called w h ite  back­
lash is caused by the slogan ‘black 
power. ’ A ctua lly , the black power 
slogan has been exploited by the 
decision makers to ju s tify  resis­
tance to change. ”

K in g  made a fu rth e r “ c la rifica ­
tion ”  on Oct. 16, saying he en­
dorsed the fo u r m a jo r principles 
o f the advertisement, bu t he was 
not signing i t  because he feared 
i t  m igh t be interpreted as an at­
tem pt to “ excommunicate”  organ­
izations like  CORE and SNCC. He 
reiterated his opposition to the 
“ black power slogan”  the Times 
said.

K in g ’s role has been to jo in  in 
the condemnation o f b lack power 
w h ile  attem pting to m ainta in  his 
image as a m ilita n t leader and not 
isolate h im self altogether from  
the supporters o f the b lack power 
organizations, whose concepts lie 
closest to the aspirations of the 
black masses. That th is position 

(Continued on Page 4)

SALUTE TO ANTIW AR SLATE

New York Election Dinner
NEW  YO R K —  Friends and 

supporters of the Socialist W ork­
ers gubernatoria l slate w il l  get to ­
gether at a Salute the A n tiw a r 
Candidates d inner to be held here 
Saturday evening, Oct. 29.

In  addition to Judy W hite, 
gubernatoria l candidate, and her 
runn ing  mates, a num ber o f in -

SWP Nominees 
On TV and Radio
N E W  Y O R K  —  The follow­

ing radio and television 
broadcasts are scheduled fo r  
the Socialist W orkers nom­
inees:

Sunday, Oct. 23:  Judy
W hite, W H M  Radio, 10: 35 
a. m . Judy W hite , Paul Bou- 
te lle , Ralph L ev itt, W N B C -  
T V , 10: 30 a. m.

Tues., Oct. 25:  Richard
Garza, Channel 31, U H F , 
6 p. m.

Sunday, Oct. 30: Richard  
Garza, W M C A  radio, 12: 30 
a. m. Judy W hite, W A B C -T V , 
1 p. m. Ralph L ev itt, W N E W -  
T V , 9 p. m.

Sunday, Nov. 6:  Judy
W hite, W C B S -T V , 12: 15 p. m.

dependent voters who are sup­
porting  the SWP an tiw ar slate 
w il l  be special guests at the d in ­
ner. Among those who w il l  make 
b rie f statements of support fo r  the 
Socialist W orkers ticke t are:

John Gerassi, au thority  on L a tin  
Am erica and coordinator of the 
American Branch of the Bertrand 
Russell Peace Foundation; Grace 
Mora Newman, sister o f an tiw ar 
G I Dennis M ora; James H augh- 
ton, d irector of the H arlem  U n­
employment Center; Denzil Long- 
ton o f Citizens Committee Against 
Napalm; Peter Seidman of the Co­
lum bia U n ive rs ity  Independent 
Committee on V ietnam ; L inda 
Dannenberg o f the F if th  Avenue 
V ietnam  Peace Parade Committee; 
and M ark  Feinstein, co-chairman 
o f Queens College SDS.

The bu ffe t dinner, w hich w il l  
be held a t the M ilita n t Labor 
Forum  hall, 873 Broadway, w il l  
begin at 6 p. m. The program  w il l  
be at 8 p. m.

R ita  Shaw, campaign manager, 
announced tha t independent en­
dorsements of the SWP slate are 
s til l being made. Recent endorse­
ments include: Nelson Blackstock 
and P a trick  Evans of the A tlanta , 
Ga., Committee to End the W ar 
in  V ietnam ; P rof. John A. Strong 
and P rof. Robert J. Cooke of 
Southampton College in  Long 
Island; George E. W ells and Da­

v id  Reeder, Southampton College 
students; M a rk  Feinstein, co-chair­
man o f Queens College SDS; and 
Emma Jean M acafity  o f the Fe l­
lowship of Reconciliation.

The complete lis t o f endorsers, 
num bering about a hundred, w il l  
appear in  a fu ll-page advertise- 

(Continued on Page 6)

Judy W hite

LBJ's Terms 
Prevail at GE

B y F a rre ll Dobbs

Black Power Attacked 
By Old-Guard Leaders
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...GE Settlement
THE NATIONAL PICKET LINE

Background on GE Dispute
General E lectric, the g iant mon­

opoly corporation tha t has spear­
headed a un ion-busting drive  in  
the e lectrica l industry, could easily 
meet in  fu l l  the ju s t demands of 
its  unionized employes in  the pre­
sent wage dispute. The A F L -C IO  
reports tha t GE’s p ro fits  after 
taxes have risen 100 percent in  
the last s ix  years.

A  key factor in  th is  p ro fits  
grab has been a rise o f 26 per­
cent in  labor p roductiv ity  between 
1960 and 1965. O utput per w orke r 
(based on company sales) was 
$3,135 higher than the average of 
26 other electrical manufacturers, 
a ll competitors o f GE.

* * *
Another factor contribu ting  to 

GE’s fabulous p ro fits  is the use of 
various dodges to f ix  robber 
prices and monopolize sales of 
e lectrica l products. One such 
dodge, in  the m arketing of lig h t 
bulbs, has been disclosed in  a cur­
re n t a n ti-tru s t action brought 
against GE by the U .S . D epart­
m ent of Justice.

The corporation is charged w ith  
f ix in g  prices fo r  bulbs at a r t i f i ­
c ia lly  h igh levels w hich dealers 
cannot cut, doing so through a 
series o f agency contracts w ith  its 
wholesalers and retailers. The 
government states tha t GE con­
tro lle d  about 50 percent o f to ta l 
indus try  sales of bulbs in  1963, 
grossing more than $173 m illio n . 

•  *  •

GE’s desire fo r  u n ifo rm ly  high 
rates na tionally , w h ich  i t  m ani­
fests in  fix in g  prices fo r e lectrical 
products, does not extend to its 
wage policy. The corporation un­
dertakes to base its  wage struc­
tu re  on p reva iling  rates in  each 
separate c ity  where i t  has a p lant. 
As a result, geographical d iffe r­
entials in  job  rates are often as 
h igh  as 80 cents an hour.

In  terms o f national averages, 
GE workers earn 20 to  25 cents 
an hour less than workers of com­
parable sk ills  in  aerospace, auto 
and steel.

* * •
In  opposing wage increases, 

General E lectric contends tha t to 
meet union demands w ould mean 
loss o f business to fore ign com­
petitors and consequent loss o f 
jobs fo r  GE workers. The A F L - 
C IO  has debunked th is argument 
w ith  some pertinent facts.

GE is an in te rnationa l corpora­
tion  w ith  subsidiaries in  a t least 
31 countries. I t  has fo u r m ain 
competitors abroad, w hich i t  labels 
the “ Fearsome Four,”  in  propa­
ganda designed to deceive GE

BOSTON
CO UNTERREVOLUTION IN  IN D O N E ­

S IA  Speaker: Ralph Levitt, Socialist 
W orkers Party candidate fo r New York 
State C ontro lle r. Fri., O c t. 28, 8:15 p.m . 
295 H unting ton  Ave., Rm. 307 (one 
block from  Mass. Ave.) Ausp. M ilita n t 
Labor Forum.

•
DETROIT

N E O C O LO N IA L IS M  IN  G H A N A . 
Speaker: Ernest Benjamin, asst, professor,

Political science dept., W ayne State 
university. Fri., O c t. 28, 8 p.m. 3737 

Woodward. Ausp. Friday N ig h t Social­
is t Forum.

•
LOS ANGELES

MARXIST C O M M EN TAR Y . A  bi-week­
ly  analysis o f the news by Theodore Ed­
wards, So. C a lif, chairman o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers Party. Mon., O c t. 31, 6 
p.m . (repeated Thurs. Nov. 3, I p.m.) 
KPFK-FM (90.7 on your d ia l) .

*  « *

S C H O O L OF IN TE R N A TIO N A L SO­
C IA L IS M . W eekly sessions. Thursdays a t 
7:30 p.m., The Chinese Revolution, Theo­
do re  Edwards; Fridays a t 8:00 p.m., The 
Heritage of M alcolm  X, G eorge  Jones; 
Saturdays a t 2:00 p.m., The Philosophy 
o f H istory, Max G oldm an; and Sun­
days a t 11:00 a.m., Women and Society, 
Della Rossa. 1702 E. Fourth St. A N  9- 
4953.

workers. In  1963, p ro fits  per em­
ploye fo r  the “ Fearsome Four”  
were $270 —  fo r GE, the figu re  
was $1,080. W ith  an edge of more 
than 3 to  1 in  p ro fits  per em­
ploye, GE could easily meet union 
wage demands and s t i l l  outstrip  
its fore ign competitors in  p ro fit 
making, due to its  intensive ex­
p lo ita tion  of labor.

*  *  *

Delegates representing GE 
w orkers in  plants abroad were in ­
v ited  to an A F L -C IO  session held 
in  Washington last M ay. The aim  
was to so lic it th e ir cooperation 
w ith  the new ly-fo rm ed A F L -C IO  
Committee on Collective Bargain­
ing.

The in v ita tio n  was extended 
through the In te rnationa l M etal 
W orkers Federation, w h ich  sent its 
general secretary to the Washing­
ton session. Others attending from  
abroad included delegates from  
GE plants in  Canada, Mexico, 
Colombia, Venezuela, Uruguay, 
Japan, Turkey, Austra lia , Ger­
many and Ita ly .

A n  o ffic ia l report of the session 
states th a t a ll present were in  fu l l  
accord tha t unions everywhere 
face s im ila r problems in  th e ir ne­
gotiations w ith  GE. In  addition 
to exchanging in fo rm ation  and 
ideas, the delegates w orked out 
details fo r  a program o f in te rna­
tiona l cooperation among GE 
workers.

*  •  *

In  th is country, uno ffic ia l re ­
ports set the to ta l membership of 
11 A F L -C IO  unions in  General 
E lectric at 125,000, w ith  about 80, 
000 o f the to ta l belonging to  IU E. 
Another 26,000 GE w orkers be­
long to UE (independent).

Union membership at W esting- 
house is said to include about
40.000 in  the A FL-C IO , mostly in  
IUE, and around 20,000 additional, 
who are members of UE.

UE has been excluded fro m  the 
union bargaining coalition set up 
by the A FL-C IO .

*  ♦  *

A  figh ting  mood in  the ranks 
of the electrical workers is re­
vealed by recent walkouts a t va r­
ious General E lectric plants around 
the country. A n  estimated 44,000 
workers have been involved.

To cite  a few  examples: some
12.000 workers struck at Schenec­
tady; 4,000 at Syracuse; 2,000 at 
Ashland, Mass.; 1,100 at D e tro it; 
500 at M ilwaukee. Members of 
both the IU E  (A F L -C IO ) and UE 
(independent) have been involved 
in  these and other stoppages.

The strikers, who walked out

NEW  YORK 
A  DINNER in behalf o f  the antiwar 

candidates o f the Socialist W orkers 
Party. M eet the candidates. H ear b rie f 
statements o f support by: John Gerassl, 
coo rd ina tor o f the Am erican branch o f 
the Betrand Russell war crimes tr ib una l; 
G race Mora Newman, sister o f Pvt. Den­
nis M ora; James H aughton, d irector, 
Harlem Unem ploym ent C enter; Linda 
Dannenberg, Fifth Avenue Vietnam Peace 
Parade C om m .; Denzil Longton, Citizens 
C om m ittee on Napalm ; Peter Seidman, 
Colum bia U niversity Independent Com ­
m ittee on V ietnam; M ark Feinstein, co- 
chairman Queens C ollege SDS. Sat., O ct. 
29. D inner a t 6, program  a t 8 p.m. Con- 
tr ib . $2. (program , $1.) 873 Broadway 
a t 18th St. Ausp. SWP Cam paign Comm. 

•
PHILADELPHIA 

THE STRUGGLE A G A IN S T APAR­
THEID IN  SOUTH A F R IC A  Speaker: 
Franz J . T. Lee, S. A frican  freedom  f ig h t­
er. Fri., O c t. 28, 8:00 p.m. Church o f  the 
Advocate, 18th and Diamond Sts., con- 
tr ib . $1.

•
TW IN  CITIES 

THE CHINESE REVOLUTION TO DAY 
— W h a t the "cu ltu ra l revo lu tion”  means. 
Speaker: Lynn Henderson, Socialist
W orkers Party. Fri., O c t. 28, 8:30 p.m. 
1704 Hennepin Ave., Rm. 240. Ausp. 
Friday N igh t Socialist Forum.

over local disputes and outstand­
ing  grievances, ignored Johnson’s 
contention that a strike  against 
GE w ould “ damage the V ietnam 
w ar e ffo rt.”  A  local union o ffic ia l 
in  Schenectady said, “ The presi­
dentia l request [th a t there be no 
strike  over a new contract] has 
noth ing to do w ith  us.”

*  *  *

Top union o ffic ia ls have sought 
a quick end to the walkouts called 
by local unions. They have also 
given m ajor prominence to a de­
mand tha t General E lectric agree 
to a rb itra te  grievances, a step the 
corporation has refused to take 
in  the past. Complaining tha t GE 
has le ft the union no recourse but 
to s trike  over unsettled g riev­
ances, an A FL-C IO  ad, published 
in  m ajor newspapers Oct. 12, said, 
“ We w an t to substitute the ju d i­
c ia l process fo r  the law  of the 
jung le .”

This demand —  w hich GE has 
rejected —  shows the typ ica l re­
action o f labor bureaucrats to an 
arrogant corporation tha t cyn ica lly  
violates any contract i t  may sign 
and then dares the union to do 
something about it .  Misleaders 
steeped in  class-collaborationist 
notions begin looking fo r a m y­
th ica l “ im p a rtia l”  a rb itra to r to 
take them o ff the hook, i f  only 
they can get the corporation to 
jo in  them in  being “ statesman­
like .”

The catch is tha t there is no 
such anim al as an “ im p a rtia l”  a r­
b itra to r in  w orker-cap ita lis t dis­
putes. A rb itra to rs  always w ind  up 
being “ neu tra l”  on the capita lis t 
side. GE knows that, and i t  is not 
fea rfu l of a rb itra tion  as such. I t  
is s im ply contemptuous of the 
fig h tin g  capacity of the top union 
o ffic ia ls and figures i t  can beat 
them through the very “ law  of 
the jung le ”  about w hich the union 
bureaucrats complain.

A c tua lly  there is no escape fo r 
the workers from  the “ law  o f the 
jung le ,”  i f  the ir rights and in ­
terests are to  be defended. Unions 
should never surrender the r ig h t 
to  strike, and they should stand 
ready to  use i t  whenever a capi­
ta lis t fa ils  to  live  up to a w o rk ­
ing agreement. In  fact, many GE 
workers appear to have come to 
the realization tha t the on ly way 
you can hold your own against a 
labor-ha ting  corporation is to  fig h t 
it .  The ir comprehension o f tha t 
fact seems reflected in  a union re­
p o rt tha t up to J u ly  25 there were 
30 strikes over unsettled griev­
ances in  GE plants th is  year.

The m issing ingredient is a 
union leadership w ith  the a b ility  
and courage to  carry through a 
showdown fig h t against the labor- 
hating corporation.

The First 10 Years Of 
American Communism
Report of a Participant

By James P. Cannon

The author is a founder of American 
Trotskyism and the only livinq top 
leader of the early years of the U.S. 
Communist Party who has not re­
pudiated communism.

The book contains:
Sketches of Foster, Ruthenberg, 

Browder, Lovestone and others, as 
well as of leading figures in the 
Communist International.

Essays on the Industrial Workers 
of the W orld, Eugene V. Debs and 
the socialist movament of his time, 
and the effect of the Russian Rev­
olution on the U.S. Negro struggle.

$3 (Reg. $6)

O rd e r through:

M erit Publishers
5 E. Third St„ New York, N. Y. 10003

(Continued from  Page 1)
of unsettled grievances w hich ex­
ists throughout a ll GE plants.

W hile contract negotiations were 
going on, thousands of GE w o rk ­
ers struck at various plants over 
local issues, and they were devel­
oping strong momentum tow ard a 
national w a lkou t in  a general 
showdown w ith  the corporation. 
GE arrogantly responded by de­
claring i t  would m ainta in an 
“ open-plant”  policy; tha t is, i t  
w ould try  to break any s trike  the 
unions called. Caught in  a bind 
between w orker m ilitancy  and 
corporation arrogance, the top 
union o ffic ia ls  presented the 
ludicrous spectacle o f both ta lk ­
ing  tough and w h in ing  about GE’s 
lack of “ statesmanship.”  They 
were obviously yearning fo r  the 
W hite House to take them o ff the 
hook.

When the previous GE contract 
expired, Johnson stepped in  on 
Oct. 2 to demand a tw o-week 
postponement of any strike  on the 
pre text tha t i t  w ould  in te rfe re  
w ith  the w a r in  V ietnam . The 
union and GE negotiators were 
called in to  a b rie fing  session by 
the top brass at the Pentagon 
where they were lectured about 
“ jeopardizing the w a r e ffo rt.”  
Johnson demanded tha t the nego­
tia tions be moved fro m  New Y ork  
to Washington where constant 
pressure could be brought to  bear 
on the tim id  union offic ia ls.

Not a Threat
GE brushed aside Johnson’s 

p itch  about Vietnam, stating tha t 
i t  carried on w a r production in 
less than 12 o f its  165 plants. “ We 
would hope tha t responsible 
union o ffic ia ls w ould re fra in  from  
w ork  stoppages in  these few  loca­
tions,”  the corporation piously 
said. “ Then, any strike  in  our other 
plants w ou ld  be no th rea t to  our 
national security.”  GE p la in ly  fe lt 
that i t  had the measure o f the 
weak union leadership, and i t  
d idn ’t  w ant Johnson to in terfere 
w ith  its plans to break any a t­
tempted strike.

Johnson s ti l l  wanted to prevent 
a strike  and he could do so only 
by fo rc ing  the unions to  give in . 
So i t  can be assumed tha t he 
pulled a few  strings to get GE to 
make fu rth e r small concessions to 
the workers, and then he p u b lic ly  
confronted the union leadership 
w ith  the th rea t of a T a ft-H a rtle y  
in junction  i f  a s trike  was called. 
The top A F L -C IO  o ffic ia ls folded 
under Johnson’s pressure, grabbed 
the new small concessions as a 
face-saving device and settled on 
the corporation’s terms.

Boulwareism
Johnson performed th is  s tr ike ­

breaking act fo r  a monopoly cor­
poration tha t has long ridden 
roughshod over the workers. Its  
own un ion-busting policy, named 
“ Boulwareism ”  a fte r a GE vice 
president, is looked upon as a 
model by other labor-ha ting  cor­
porations. GE has bombarded its 
employes the year round w ith  
an ti-un ion  propaganda. When a 
contract came up fo r negotiation, 
i t  made a lim ite d  money offer, 
calculated to sp lit labor’s ranks, 
and stuck to it .  The last success­
fu l national w a lkou t against GE 
took place in  1946. Since then, 
strike  a fte r s trike  has been broken, 
and in  1960 “ Boulwareism ”  needed 
only about three weeks to defeat 
an attempted corporation-w ide 
tieup.

A t the tim e o f the successful 
1946 strike, the GE workers were 
compactly organized in  the United 
E lectrica l W orkers (U E ), then a 
CIO a ffilia te . In  1949 the UE was 
expelled from  the CIO on w itch ­
hun t charges of “ Communist 
dom ination.”  A t tha t time, a r ig h t-  
w ing  s p lit-o ff formed the IUE, a 
present A FL-C IO  a ffilia te , and 
since then, UE and IU E  have func­
tioned as r iv a l unions in  e lectrical 
m anufacturing. The expulsion of 
UE from  the CIO was taken as a 
signal fo r various c ra ft unions to 
grab o ff members in  the industry 
and th is  helps to account fo r the

present d iv is ion o f GE workers 
among 12 d iffe ren t unions.

“ Boulewareism”  was designed to 
capitalize on a s ituation in  w h ich  
a single giant corporation faced a 
conglomeration of weak unions. 
Its  essence has been a “ take i t  o r 
leave i t ”  bargain ing policy w hich 
counted on the use o f capitu la­
tion  by one or another union as 
a wedge to force the rest in to  line . 
The po licy has worked w ith  
fiendish effic iency at the expense 
of the GE workers.

In  an e ffo rt to strengthen the 
union forces, the A F L -C IO  formed 
a bargaining coalition o f its  11 
a ffilia tes w ith  members at GE. 
F rom  the outset, there was a 
m a jo r fla w  in  the coalition due to 
the factiona l exclusion o f UE. 
Another c ritica l fla w  has been 
the weakness o f the A F L -C IO  
leadership w hich has wound up 
setting the stage fo r ye t another 
cap itu latory and piecemeal con­
tract settlement.

As a result, the workers at 
Westinghouse, where the unions 
are stronger than in  GE, are p u t 
at a disadvantage in  using th e ir 
strength, and the corporation is 
in  a good position to ride  in to  a 
cheap settlement on the coattails 
of GE. The UE, w h ich  has to  go 
i t  alone in  its continuing negotia­
tions at both GE and Westing­
house, finds i ts ' position com­
promised by the A F L -C IO  settle­
m ent w ith  GE. In  addition, the na­
tiona l settlement leaves local is­
sues at GE plants unresolved, and 
many o f these issues are sore 
points w ith  the workers.

Local Grievances
On the heels of the IU E  con­

ference board’s ra tifica tion  of the 
new pact, some 34,000 w orkers 
struck at 10 GE plants over un­
resolved local contract terms and 
unsettled grievances. The ir anger 
could ha rd ly  have been cooled 
down by the news ju s t released 
tha t GE made a p ro f it o f about 
$272 m illio n  in  the f irs t  n ine 
months o f th is year, a rise o f 14  
percent over last year’s take. This 
jum p  in  corporation p ro fits  is over 
fo u r times as b ig  as the m axim um  
percentage of wage increases a l­
lowed under Johnson’s “ guide- 
posts.”

Johnson has already started to  
invoke T a ft-H a rtle y  in junctions 
against the local strikes in  GE 
plants, s t i l l  using the p re text tha t 
they in te rfe re  w ith  the w ar in  
Vietnam. B u t an 80-day “ cooling 
o ff”  period w on’t  stop the speed­
up on production lines, i t  won’t  
correct d iscrim inatory wage d if ­
ferentials, and i t  won’t  clear up  
the b ig backlog o f grievances.

I t  fo llow s tha t w orker m ili­
tants w i l l  be looking fo r  opportu­
nities to fig h t in  defense o f th e ir 
interests, seeking tactica l advant­
age from  the fact tha t the new 
contract s ti l l leaves them free to  
strike  over disputes about its  en­
forcement. In  tha t respect, a f ig h t­
ing membership can tu rn  to its 
advantage GE’s rejection o f the 
union leadership’s plea fo r  “ states­
m anlike”  a rb itra tion  of disputes 
under the contract. I t  can also be 
expected tha t in  due course the 
workers w i l l  tu rn  to the long over­
due task of a general houseclean- 
ing in  the union leadership.
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Joseph Johnson, In Interview, 
Explains Antiwar Position

Joseph Johnson, the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  candidate fo r U . S. 
Senator from  Minnesota, has added 
a new meaning to “ peace candi­
date”  —  a te rm  w ide ly  used in  the 
present election period. The occa­
sion was an in te rv iew  between 
Johnson and a reporter fo r  “ V ie t­
nam Crisis, ”  the newsletter o f the 
Minnesota Committee to End the 
W ar in  Vietnam.

Johnson was asked, since he 
stands fo r im m ediate w ithd raw a l 
o f U. S. troops from  Vietnam, 
whether he w ould  call h im self a 
“ peace candidate. ”  A fte r  rep ly ing  
in  the negative, Johnson ex­
plained: “ You know  how m ovie 
stars are to ld  to  sm ile at the press 
cameras, how they are to ld  tha t a 
w ay to do th is  is to  say ‘cheese. ’

Say “Cheese”
“ Saying ‘cheese’ makes them 

smile, even when they don 't feel 
like  sm iling  a t a ll. B u t when they 
say ‘cheese’ i t  m echanically makes 
them  smile. W e ll —  in  the very 
same w ay a lo t of candidates say 
‘peace. ’ They are p a rt o f the 
Democratic and Republican w a r 
parties. They know  they w i l l  have 
to  go along w ith  th e ir w ar party. 
B u t they smile and say ‘peace. ’ ”

Johnson pointed out how  “ any 
arm y general can say peace, run  
fo r  o ffice  and be a peace candi­
date. L B J  said ‘peace’ in  1964, ran 
fo r  president and now  is our ‘peace 
president. ’ ”  He continued, “ I  am 
not a peace candidate. I  am not 
a candidate fo r  peace in  the ab­
stract. ”

The newsletter reporter asked

Minn. ACLU Backs 
SWP Ballot Fight
J a c k  M a r s h ,  Socialist 

W orkers P arty  candidate fo r 
Representative from  the M in ­
nesota F ifth  Congressional 
D istric t has received the help  
of the Minnesota Am erican  
C iv il L iberties U nion in  a 
fig h t to rem ain on the ballot. 
M arsh was ru led  o ff the ba l­
lot on a m inor technicality. 
Joseph Johnson, the SW P  
candidate fo r U . S. Senator, 
has not been challenged.

Johnson whether he thought his 
runn ing  fo r office w ould help the 
an tiw ar movement. “ Yes, ”  he re ­
plied. “ 1 w il l  be speaking on radio 
and TV, thousands o f p latform s 
have already been d istributed and 
thousands more w il l  be d istributed 
before the election.

“ In  m y speeches and in  the p la t­
form , tru th  about the w ar, tru th  
about the ‘illegal, un just and im ­
m ora l’ w ar in  V ietnam  is explained 
and the demand of w ithd raw a l of 
Am erican troops is pu t forw ard. 
This helps the an tiw ar movement 
and puts fo rw ard  the ideas of the 
movement in  Minnesota. ”

D id  Johnson th in k  he could w in  
the election? “ I  w il l  w in  people 
fo r the an tiw ar movement. I  w il l  
organize people to act against the 
w ar in  Vietnam. M y campaign w il l  
extend and deepen the an tiw ar 
feeling in  Minnesota. W ill I  get a 
job  w ith  the U. S. government? 
1 don’t  th in k  so. ”

Johnson is cu rren tly  fig h tin g  an 
attem pt by the U. S. Im m igra tion  
and N atura liza tion Service to 
force h im  to deport himself. The 
government has declared Johnson 
a “ stateless”  person, and has 
ordered h im  to fin d  a country to 
be deported to. This bizarre per-

World Events
Runaway Inflation

The cost o f l iv in g  in  B raz il has 
risen 35. 2 percent in  the last year. 
Food prices are the hardest h it: 
Rice has gone from  200 cruzeiros 
(12 cents) a pound to  400 cru­
zeiros du ring  the last year. Meat 
has risen from  the cruzeiro equi­
va len t o f 25 cents a pound to  50 
cents. Beans have gone from  7 
cents a pound to 18 cents.

Here’s A  New One
The C IA  now admits tha t i t  had 

know n beforehand tha t bombers 
w ere to  be exported last year to 
Portugal. In  an unusual develop­
ment of the tr ia l o f the tw o men 
w ho are accused o f “ selling”  B-26 
bombers to  Portuga l “ w ithou t 
p roper authorization, ”  a C IA  
spokesman took the stand and re ­
vealed tha t the agency had ac­
tu a lly  know n about the planes.

In  fact, the C IA  o ffic ia l stated, 
in fo rm ation  on the B-26 fligh ts  
had been supplied to the State 
Department, the  Defense D epart­
ment, the Navy, the A ir  Force, 
the A rm y  and the Jo in t Chiefs 
o f S taff, and “ 10 other agencies. ”  
However, the C IA  o ffice r con­
tended, his department had no 
ju risd ic tio n  in  the m atter.

The defendants s till c la im  they 
acted under U. S. auspices.

Dole System
The specific amounts and p u r­

poses of U. S. m ilita ry  aid to fo r­
eign nations is h igh ly  classified 
in form ation, and i t  is easy fo r 
Washington to deny tha t i t  is sup­
p ly ing  guns and bombs to foreign 
dictators. The fo llow ing  in fo rm a­
tion, however, was de-classified 
about the “ m ilita ry  assistance p ro ­
gram ”  fo r fiscal year 1967:

Denmark, Norway, Portugal and 
Spain —  the on ly European na­
tions included —  w il l  receive a 
to ta l o f $36, 129, 000. (. Congres­
sional Record, p. 24250. ) This does 
not include N ATO  commitments 
or unspecified loans w h ich  are 
made to these countries through 
banks. I t ’s a safe bet tha t much 
o f the $36 m illio n  w il l  go to  P or­
tuga l fo r  use against freedom 
fighters in  Angola and Mozam­
bique.

Labor Action
TRIESTE, Ita ly , Oct. 9 (A P )—  

“ Calm settled over th is po rt c ity  
today as authorities reported 80 
people in ju red  and nearly 500 ar­
rested in  the w orst rio tin g  in
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A Dialectical 
Dilemma

imp

By H erm an Chauka

— Photo courtesy Minneapolis Tribune

SW P C A N D ID A T E . Joe Johnson, SW P nominee fo r Senator (seat­
ed, fa r end of tab le) at lite ra ture  table at candidates meeting.

secution is being directed against 
Johnson in  spite of the fact tha t 
he is a na tive-born Am erican 
citizen.

When he was a young man, 
Johnson w ent to Canada to escape 
M cCarthyism  and racism he ex­
perienced in  the U . S. W hile  in  
Canada, he became a convinced 
socialist. Upon learn ing tha t the 
F B I was looking fo r h im , he w ent 
back to the U. S. in  1959. He was 
placed under arrest on charges of 
fa ilin g  to  n o tify  his d ra ft board 
o f his whereabouts, was convict­
ed, and served a tw o-year sen­
tence —  a sentence only a citizen 
need serve.

F ive  years a fte r his re tu rn  in  
1964, the government, in  an ob­
vious case of po litica l persecution, 
charged tha t he had given up his 
citizenship w h ile  in  Canada by 
voting in  an election. The case is 
being appealed.

“ The revolutionary, the ideolo­
gical m otor force o f the revo lu­
tion, is consumed by his un in te r­
rupted activ ity , w hich can have 
no other end than death u n til the 
bu ild ing  of socialism on a w orld  
scale has been accomplished. ”  
— Che Guevara.

years. The police were braced fo r 
any resumption of workers’ de­
monstrations, w hich. broke in to  
w ild  rio ting  Saturday m orn ing and 
continued sporadically u n til a fte r 
m idnight.

“ W orkers were called out by a 
Communist-led union to protest a 
government plan to organize ship­
bu ild ing  in  the Trieste and Genoa 
po rt areas. The workers fought 
the police in  battles tha t paralyzed 
the tow n of Trieste. Policemen in  
jeeps, f ir in g  tear-gas grenades, 
clashed w ith  rio ters who fought 
w ith  iron bars, bricks and stones. ”

Student Strike
M exican troops, inc lud ing para- 

troop units, were used to quell 
week-long student demonstrations 
at M orelia  U n ivers ity , in  the f irs t 
week of October. The students 
were s tr ik in g  because one of them 
had been shot and k ille d  by a cop 
during  a demonstration in  protest 
against h igher bus fares.

As of Oct. 9, the engineering 
college students had prepared to 
re tu rn  to class and the law  school 
was reported to be nearing the 
same decision. The rem aining stu­
dent body was s ti l l  on s trike  in  
spite of the m ilita ry  occupation.

— Ed Smith

I  stopped o ff at an East Side 
bar fo r a couple o f beers the other 
n ight. A t the end o f the bar, tw o 
CPers w ho I ’ve seen around over 
the years were having a po litica l 
discussion. The one fe llow , Stan­
ley, seemed to have a good grasp 
o f pa rty  policy. The other fe llow , 
M ax, was ra is ing questions.

They had apparently ju s t come 
back from  an A ptheker campaign 
meeting in  B rooklyn  and Stanley 
seemed enthused.

“ I t ’s rea lly  good to  see the par­
ty  stepping out on its own again, ”  
he said. “ I t ’s M arx ism -Len in ism  
in  action. ”

“ I  guess so, ”  M ax responded. 
“ I t ’s about tim e  we stopped hust­
lin g  votes fo r Democrats. ”

“ W hat are you ta lk in g  about? ”  
Stanley said, somewhat fros tily .

“ W ell, I  listened to  th a t fiv e - 
hour speech by Gus H a ll a t the 
p a rty  convention. He said we 
hadn’t  asserted our independent 
role enough. In  fact, he said, our 
c ritic ism  of Johnson in  ’64 was 
made so qu ie tly  tha t some people 
got the mistaken idea tha t we fa ­
vored vo ting  fo r  the guy. I t ’s true. 
I  was one o f them. ”

Vanguard Party
“ That’s so, M ax. We d idn ’t  as­

sert our independent ro le  s u ff i­
c ien tly  in  tha t one. B u t the A p ­
theker race is  a real national de­
monstration tha t we’re  a van­
guard party . ”

“ Good deal, Stanley. We need 
more of that. ”

“ Yes. A nd the campaign pro­
vides a w onderfu l opportun ity  fo r 
us to pro ject the rea l issues. L ike  
Vietnam, fo r  example. ”

“ I  go fo r that, ”  M ax said. “ B u t 
I  was wondering. How come A p ­
theker doesn’t  come out in  favor 
o f getting the U .  S. troops out of 
V ietnam? ”

“ M ax, tha t’s a T ro tsky ite  slo­
gan. ”

“ Oh. ”
“ Furtherm ore, i t  w ould only 

isolate us from  the masses. ”
“ You mean like  the kids in  the 

arm y, or the ones tha t are get­
ting  drafted? ”

“ W ell, no, tha t’s no t rea lly  the 
problem. The problem  is no t to 
isolate ourselves from  the p o lit i­
ca lly  advanced elements in  the 
comm unity. They tend to look fo r 
more realistic solutions. L ike  ne­
gotiations fo r example. M any of 
these people have come to recog­
nize Herb as a responsible p o lit i­
cal figure. He can’t  ju s t be shout­
ing about getting out o f V ietnam . ”

Members Only
“ So how come, Stanley, at the 

party  convention we had this big 
banner on the stage tha t said to 
b ring  the boys home now? ”  

“ That’s fo r the members. ”
“ Oh. ”
“ Besides, we have to advance 

more fundam ental solutions. ”
“ You mean lik e  socialism? ”  
“ No, M ax. We don’t  w ant to 

get w ay out in  le ft fie ld . As Herb 
pointed out, socialism is not w hat 
his neighbors are concerned 
about. ”

“ So te ll me, Stanley. How do 
we get them concerned? ”

“ By pro jecting the issues. ”
“ For instance? ”
“ W ell, Herb has come out very 

vigorously against h igher prices. ”  
“ Who hasn’t? ”
“ That’s no t the point, M ax. You 

have to v iew  th is d ia lectica lly. ”  
“ You mean we have to see the 

contradictions? ”
“ Max, fo r heavens sake, no! I t ’s 

rea lly  quite simple. B y pro jecting 
the issues in  a general w ay and 
not pe rm itting  anyone to  tie  us 
down to  specific solutions, we de­
monstrate th a t we’re  no t dogma­

tic. Or, as our New L e ft friends 
pu t it ,  we’re not irre levan t. ”

“ You mean, Stanley, th a t i f  we 
say anyth ing relevant, we’re being 
irre levant. That does sound p re tty  
dialectical. B u t there’s another 
th ing. W hat about the governor? ”  

“ The governor? W hat about 
him ? ”

“ The election, Stanley, the elec­
tion. Who are we fo r fo r  governor?

“ W ell, Max, we’re ce rta in ly  
against M r. B ig . ”

“ Who? ”  1
“ M r. B ig. Rockefeller. He de­

fin ite ly  has to be stopped a t a ll 
costs. ”

“ How? ”
“ That, Max, is adm itted ly a d if ­

f ic u lt question. ”
“ W hy? ”
“ W ell, unfortunate ly, the p ro ­

gressive forces are d iv ided in  th is  
election. The L ibera ls  have gotten 
themselves caught out in  le ft  f ie ld  
w ith  the ir own candidate. A nd  i t  
must be adm itted tha t O’Connor 
is not a ve ry  appetizing product 
to  o ffe r anyone. ”

“ So w hy don’t  we vote social­
ist? ”

“ W hat in  the w o rld  are you ever 
ta lk ing  about, M ax? ”

“ W ell, the T rotskyites have a 
ticket. W hy not vote fo r  them? ”  

“ Max, are you aware o f the  
meaning o f an u ltra - le ft devia­
tion? ”

“ You mean like  when the p a rty  
backed Wallace in  ’48? ”

“ That’s one example. B u t r ig h t 
now you’re  got to see th is  guber­
na to ria l election in  perspective. 
The im portan t th ing  is not to per­
m it ourselves to be isolated fro m  
the mainstream. ”

“ I  know, Stanley, I  know. So 
who do we vote fo r fo r governor? ”  

“ Look, M ax. You can’t  lose sight 
of the forest fo r  the trees. I t ’s no t 
the job  of a M arx is t-Len in is t van­
guard p a rty  to take a position on 
every l it t le  issue. We have to  con­
centrate on the b ig  p ic tu re ! "  

“ W hich is what? ”
“ Max, the p a rty  has enough 

problems. W hy don’t  you go out 
and help b low  up A ptheker cam­
paign balloons? ”

CORE Pickets Back 
Antiwar Navy Man

NEW  YO R K —  A  p icket lin e  o f 
about 75 people in  support o f 
M allie. McBryde, a 19-year-old 
b lack N avy reservist, was held 
outside the m ain gate o f the N avy 
Reception Center at V anderb ilt 
and F lushing Avenues in  B rook lyn  
on Saturday, Oct. 15, from  3 pan. 
to  5 p. m. M cBryde was arrested 
by the F B I and th row n  in to  the  
b rig  at the B rooklyn  N avy Y ard 
on Oct. 7.

The demonstration, sponsored 
by New Y ork  U n ive rs ity  CORE, 
included members o f B rook lyn  
CORE, B l ack Women Enraged, 
H arlem  Unemploym ent Center, 
Low er East Side A ction  Project, 
Veterans and Reservists to End the 
W ar in  Vietnam, Y outh Against 
W ar and Fascism and various in ­
dependent an ti-V ie tnam -w ar ac­
tiv ists.

Young M cBryde is m arried  and 
has a child . He jo ined the N avy 
Reserve at 17 when in  h igh  school. 
A  lea fle t d istribu ted  a t the demon­
stration by N Y U  CORE stated, “ He 
realized soon tha t he’s made a 
mistake, tha t the w a r was wrong, 
tha t the fig h t fo r freedom was 
here in  the ghettos. ”

“ M a llie  requested a discharge as 
a conscientious objector and his 
request was denied. . .  ”

M a llie  M cBryde refused to go 
on active duty, m aking clear to the 
authorities tha t he recognized the 
racist nature of the w ar in  V ie t­
nam and th a t as a black man he 
could not fig h t in  such a war.



Page Four TH E M IL IT A N T Monday, October 24, 1966

...  Old Guard Attacks Black PowerTHE MILITANT
Editor: JO SEPH  H A N S E N  

M anaging Editor: B A R R Y  S H E P P A R D  Bualnees Manager: K A R O L Y N  K E R R Y

Published w eekly , except during Ju ly  and August when published b l-w eekly , 
by The M ilita n t Publishing Ass'n., 873 Broadway, N ew  Y ork , N. Y . 10003. Phone 
533-8414. Second-class postage paid at N ew  Y ork , N . Y . Subscription: $3 a year; 
Canadian, $3. 50; foreign, $4. 50. Signed articles by contributors do ijot necessarily 
represent The M ilita n t’s views. These are expressed in editorials.

V o l. 30 -  No. 38 < ^ ^ > 3 4 5  M onday,  O ctober 24,  1966

Report on Status 
Of Cuban Women

[Recently the Chicago D aily  
News featured a series of articles 
from  Havana by a member of its 
foreign staff, Georgie Anne Geyer. 
W hile she is not a partisan of the 
Cuban revolution, her articles in ­
dicate she was favorably impressed 
by many of the things she saw in 
Cuba. Perhaps her most positive 
reaction was to the gains in  the 
status of women in Cuba since the 
revolution. The following are ex- 
oerpts from  her article on this 
question which appeared in the 
D a ily  News on Sept. 8. ]

*  *  *
Cuban women always were a l i t ­

tle  d iffe ren t from  other La tin  
Am erican women. Know n fo r the ir 
voluptuous beauty and coloring, 
they were more vivacious, less 
hampered by trad itiona l ties.

S till, they lived  w ith in  a certain 
fram ew ork of male dominance, 
ju s t as other L a tin  women do. 
Men regarded the home as the 
fa m ily  bastion and protected her 
fro m  a host of imagined seducers.

Since the fa m ily  dominated ev­
e ryth ing  and personal ties were 
a ll im portant, the marriages of 
daughters were ca re fu lly  watched.

B u t now, eight years a fte r the 
Cuban revo lu tion  tha t transformed 
Quba in to  a M arx is t state, women 
serve in  the m ilitia , study in  the 
universities, have equal opportu­
n ity  to  jobs and usually m arry  
w hom  they please.

The changes have been met w ith  
some gnashing of teeth, even 
among the most devoutly Com­
m unist men.

Was Backward
“ No man looks at the emancipa­

tion  o f women exactly w ith  plea­
sure, ”  one young Cuban diplom at, 
w ho is fie rce ly  M arx is t, to ld  me 
in  a confessional moment. “ I  have 
to  adm it th a t I  was one of the 
ones who was backward. I  d idn ’t  
w ant m y w ife  to go out of the 
house, o r to  take pa rt in  anything.

“ Before the revolution, only the 
m iddle-class g irls  w orked in  shops 
and d ie  peasant g irls  in  the fields. 
There was discrim ination. She was 
a slave. She only w ent on the 
street when her husband came fo r 
her.

“ Now we see i t  as na tu ra l”  —  
his expression was one o f resigna­
tion  —  “ tha t she should have a 
job, b u t we have to create a quan­
t i ty  of services so she can do th is. ”

“ Ideologically, men are not 
against the emancipation o f wom ­
an, ”  said Haydee Santamaria, one 
o t the top female Communists in  
Cuba, “ B u t in  re a lity  —  yes.

“ Ideologically, the man is ad­
vanced. B u t when he arrives at 
home, he wants his w ife  there, 
preparing dinner. ”

Haydee Santamaria, a member 
q f the pow erfu l central committee 
o f the Cuban Communist Party,

a rom antic figu re  to Cuban rev­
olutionaries, She took pa rt in  
F ide l Castro’s abortive 1953 at­
tack on the Moncada arm y bar­
racks in  Santiago, Cuba, and lost 
both her brother, Abel, who was 
Castro’s co-leader, and her fiance 
in  the figh ting .

She sees the changes fo r  Cuban 
women as coming large ly through 
economic liberation. “ This is w hy 
Am erican women are free, ”  she 
said.

“ They are educated and they 
w ork . Before, i f  you le ft your hus­
band, you had to go back to  your

fa ther’s house. Before, a woman 
30 years old had to ask permission 
to go to the movies, and had to 
ask fo r the 50 cents, too. ”

Now in  Cuba, as in  other Com­
m unist countries, h a lf the medical 
students are women. Police g irls  
in  a ttractive green-and-white u n i­
forms d irect tra ffic .

One of the most pow erfu l po l­
itica l figures in  the country is a 
th in , intense young woman, Celia 
Sanchez, who also fought w ith  
Castro in  the S ierra Maestra and, 
as secretary to the  presidency, is 
Castro’s rig h t arm. She has been 
spoken o f as a possible president.

B u t i f  women were not allowed 
to w o rk  before, they now  do lit t le  
else. I t  often means long periods 
of rem oval from  th e ir children, 
who are given to the state to edu­
cate and develop.

Cuban shoes, w ith  big, round 
toes and stum py heels, cost about 
$5. B etter clothes are rationed, 
bu t sandals and washcloths are 
usually available. Nevertheless, 
the Cuban women dress and look 
a ttractive, despite the aw fu l qual­
i ty  o f the greasy Cuban lipstick.

In  the countryside, women have 
been extensively incorporated in to  
agricu lture, w hich is la rge ly state- 
controlled. In  one plan, they w o rk  
15 days in  the fie lds and then 
spend three to fou r days at home.

Meanwhile, th e ir ch ildren, from  
the age of s ix months up, are 
taken care of in  “ circulos in f  an- 
tiles, ”  o r day nurseries, and the 
wave of the fu tu re  is tha t a ll 
ch ild ren w il l  be taken care of in  
these circulos and la te r in  “ in te r- 
nadoes, ”  w hich are boarding 
schools.

Women get 42 days o ff before 
b irth  and 42 after. The circulos 
are usually located in  the b lock or 
bu ild ing  where they w ork, so i f  
they are breast-feeding they can 
continue.

Present M orality
Sexually, Cuban Communism is 

a blend of freedom and puritanism .
Havana was known as a licen­

tious town, and Am erican tourists 
were the greatest enjoyers of some 
of its  pleasures. B u t the Cuban 
Communists p it  the “ bad, bad 
past”  against the “ m oral present”  
and the blame fo r  the past, of 
course, rests w ith  the “ im peria lis t 
Americans. ”

A  typ ica l revo lu tionary g ir l w il l  
m a rry  in  the no tary ’s office to 
the man she, and not her fam ily , 
picks; have her reception in  the 
Palace o f Weddings, w hich is the 
fo rm er Spanish C lub; and honey­
moon in  one o f the attractive IN IT  
resorts.

She w il l  w o rk  a fte r marriage, 
pu t her children in  the circulo  
in fan tile , send her laundry out, 
serve in  the m ilit ia  and be a mem­
ber o f the Federation of Women.

The federation, headed by Raul 
Castro’s w ife , V ilm a Espin, is the 
f in a l ch ink in  the a rm or-like  
form ation of the new Cuban Com­
m unist woman. Before the revo lu ­
tion, there were priva te  women’s 
groups —  religious, social, largely 
based on class.

Now there is th is one, big, cen­
tralized women’s group. . .

“ The organization is one arm  of 
the revolution, ” . V ilm a, a mother 
of four, to ld  me, " to  teach woman 
the ro le she has to p lay in  the new 
society, to  prepare her fo r  her in ­
corporation in to  society. ”

(Continued from  Page 1)
is becoming more untenable is 
evidenced by the gyrations K in g  
has gone through in  the past 
week.

The advertisement states fou r 
principles. The f irs t is rejection 
of “ separatism, e ither m ora l or 
spatial. ”  N either CORE nor SNCC 
believes in  a separate nation, w h ile  
some black nationa list groups do. 
(The question of separatism itse lf 
remains unsettled, and the fu tu re  
w il l  te ll w hether the masses of 
Negroes become convinced tha t 
separatism is th e ir program fo r 
the achievement o f equality. In  
any case, separatism is no t the 
same th ing  as “ racism in  reverse, ”  
nor does i t  im p ly  oppression of 
whites. I t  Is one possible, I f  at 
present apparently un like ly , path 
to Negro equa lity  and freedom. )

B u t w hat is meant by “ moral 
separatism” ? I t  appears tha t w hat 
is being critic ized here is the con­
cept, developing w ith in  the black 
power movement, o f b lack inde­
pendence from  and opposition to 
the system in  the U nited States. 
This can on ly frigh ten  the moder­
ate and “ responsible”  leaders who 
attem pt to keep the Negro struggle 
w ith in  the bounds of the tw o  ca­
p ita lis t parties and w ith in  the ca­
p ita lis t system as a whole. The 
problem  w ith  th e ir stand, and the 
promise of b lack power, is tha t no 
m eaningful progress can be made 
by the Negro people except in  
struggle against th is system.

L ibera l Support

Another p rinc ip le  a ffirm ed  by 
the signers o f the Times adver­
tisement was “ welcoming”  and 
“ u rg ing”  the “ fu l l  cooperation of 
w h ite  Americans in  w hat must be 
a jo in t endeavor i f  i t  is to  prosper. 
I t  should go w ithou t saying, that, 
in  seeking fu l l  equaiity fo r Ne­
groes, we cannot and w il l  not deny 
i t  to  others who jo in  our fig h t. ”

This misses the po in t about 
w hite  support fo r  the Negro 
struggle. I t  is not a question of 
denying whites “ equality. ”  CORE 
and SNCC both have w h ite  mem­
bers, bu t w ant black leadership. 
Some black nationa list organiza­
tions do not a llow  any w h ite  mem­
bers. B u t this, too, is no t “ racism 
in  reverse. ”  The Negro struggle 
is, a fter a ll, the struggle o f black 
people. W hat is w rong w ith  black 
people leading th e ir own battles?

And the Negro people have had 
experience w ith  w h ite  “ support, ”  
especially from  rich  libera ls who 
“ support”  the struggle w ith  money 
as long as they can control it .  This 
k ind  of support has almost always 
been a conservatizing influence on 
the, Negro movement. There has 
been much ta lk  about liberals who 
are no longer g iv ing  money to 
CORE and SNCC —  because they 
don’t  agree w ith  the policies of 
black power. In  other words, 
since they can’t  contro l these or­
ganizations, they w ant to k i l l  
them.

W hite Role
W hites who genuinely w ant to 

support the Negro struggle should 
support the development o f an in ­
dependent Negro movement s tr iv ­
ing  fo r  the power to  change the 
condition o f the b lack masses. 
They should be active ly defending 
black power against w h ite  racism.

The advertisement also says: 
“ We repudiate any strategies of 
violence, reprisa l or v ig ilantism , 
and we condemn both rio tin g  and 
the demagoguery tha t feeds it .  ”  
This “ p rinc ip le ”  amounts to no­
th ing  more than jo in in g  the racist 
smear attack on black power as 
meaning lust fo r violence. CORE 
and SNCC do not advocate v io ­
lence. They advocate Negro se lf- 
defense against v io len t racist a t­
tacks.

The advertisement tw ists the 
black power stand on self-defense 
by stating. “ Defense of one’s fam ­
ily , home and self against attack 
is not an issue; i t  is a basic A m er­
ican p rinc ip le  and must not be 
perverted in to  a cover fo r  aggres­
sive violence. ”  The im p lica tion  is 
tha t SNCC and CORE are “ per­
ve rting ”  self-defense Into a ca ll

fo r violence. This plays r ig h t in to  
the hands of the racists, who are 
try in g  to smear the entire  move­
m ent w ith  the same accusation.

The so-called rio ts  w hich have 
exploded in  the ghettos of many 
m ajor cities have not been “ fed”  
by demagogues. In  p ractica lly  
every case, they have been tr ig ­
gered by an act o f police violence. 
The reaction o f the Negro masses 
is not on ly to that specific act, 
bu t to  the whole pattern o f police 
b ru ta lity  w hich is pa rt o f the ir 
da ily  lives.

In  almost every case, the loo t­
ing and burn ing  accompanying 
these outbreaks have been d i­
rected against w h ite  businessmen 
in  the ghettos who have gouged 
the masses fo r  years. A nd the 
“ rio ts”  are almost always deep­
ened and kept going by massive 
use o f police and national guard 
fire -pow er against the whole black 
population.

Racist Violence
The violence w hich causes the 

rio ts is the systematic, d a lly  v io ­
lence directed against the Negro 
people, brought to  a higher fero­
c ity  during  a “ r io t. ”  The signers 
of the advertisement should d irect 
th e ir anger and pleas fo r  nonvio­
lence at the perpetrators o f v io ­
lence —  the racist ru lers —  and 
not a t th e ir victim s.

The f in a l “ p rinc ip le ”  in  the ad 
is com m itm ent “ to the atta inm ent 
o f racia l justice by the democra­
tic  process. ”  They spell out w hat 
they mean: “ The force o f law  and 
its fu lfil lm e n t in  the courts, legis­
la tive  halls and im plem enting 
agencies, the appeal to conscience, 
and the exercise o f the righ ts of 
peaceful assembly and petition  
are the instrum entalities o f our 
choice. ”

This “ p rinc ip le ”  is intended to 
show w h ite  fo lks tha t these lead­
ers "know  th e ir place”  and are 
not going to do anyth ing to  dis­
tu rb  the system. They look to the 
courts, to  Congress, to  the Presi­
dent and to the F B I to b ring  
equality to the Negro people. And, 
oh yes, they w il l  engage in  peace­
fu l pe tition  and appeals to  the 
conscience o f the racist ru lers.

Conspicuous by its  absence is 
any demand fo r gaining po litica l 
power. One of the most prom ising 
features of the b lack power move­
m ent is the possib ility  o f the dev-

[The following is a translation 
of an article, “The A lternative of 
the Bearded Ones, ” which ap­
peared in  the Sept. 11-23 Caretas, 
a Lim a biw eekly. ]

In  Tacna, the chapter called 
Hugo Blanco has been closed. The 
m ilita ry  tr ibuna l, disregarding the 
pe tition  o f the A ud ito r, Colonel 
Jesus Fernandez, ca lling fo r  the 
death penalty, sentenced the lead­
er to 25 years in  prison, to be 
served in  E l Frontdn. Blanco, who 
had been detained fo r three years 
fo llow ing  the disintegration of the 
gue rrilla  movement w h ich  he 
commanded in  Cuzco, admitted 
having organized the assault at 
Pucyura and the ambush at Mesa- 
cancha. In  the two skirmishes, 
three c iv il guards were k illed .

The Tacna tr ia l, in  w hich B lan­
co, his lieutenant Pedro Candela 
and others exh ib ited continual de­
fiance —  each session ended w ith  
the c ry  o f “ T ie rra  o Muerte, Ven- 
ceremos! ”  [Land o r Death, we 
w il l  w in ! ] —  and at times some­
th ing  lik e  impudence, was closely 
fo llowed by the national and fo r­
eign press. The ex-student, who 
returned from  Argentina a T ro t­
skyist, enjoyed p u b lic ity  out of a ll 
proportions from  the tim e he en­
tered the va lley o f La Convencidn. 
The campaign, conducted p a rti­
cu la rly  by  “ La  Prensa, ”  as w e ll

elopment of independent black 
po litica l action to w in  some real 
power to begin to change the con­
ditions in  the ghettos. W hile  SNCC 
and CORE do not have an unam­
biguous stand on th is  question, 
we have the example of the B lack 
Panther P arty  in  Alabama, w h ich  
is a big step in  the d irection of 
w inn ing  such power. B ut the sign­
ers of the ad are dead set against 
th is k ind  of peaceful, democratic 
po litica l action. A ll  o f these lead­
ers are conscious vote-hustlers 
fo r the Democratic P a rty  and view  
independent black po litics as a 
plague.

Through omission, the ad in ­
tends to  im p ly  tha t Independent 
black po litica l action, organizing 
fo r black contro l of ghetto schools, 
black contro l o f ghetto police and 
other black power demands are 
not democratic o r peaceful.

This last “ p rinc ip le ”  is related 
to the one about violence. These 
leaders condemn “ demagogues”  
who “ feed”  the “ rio ts . ”  This is ob­
viously aimed at such figures as 
Stokely Carmichael, chairm an of 
SNCC, who presently faces charges 
o f in c itin g  a r io t in  A tlan ta . The 
facts, however, are tha t the A t­
lanta “ r io t”  was provoked entire­
ly  by the police.

Police M urder
The disturbance in  A tlan ta  be­

gan when police shot a young man 
whom they fa lse ly suspected of 
stealing a car. The ghetto resi­
dents were angered over the in c i­
dent and called the SNCC office. 
SNCC helped them organize a 
protest march against police b ru ­
ta lity  —  a peaceful pe tition  —  
w hich the cops and the m ayor 
broke up w ith  bullets, tear gas and 
an assault upon the whole Negro 
comm unity. Negroes fig h tin g  back 
in  such a situation are called 
“ rio ters, ”  w h ile  the a ttacking po­
lice are “ forces of law  and order. ”

The b lack power movement Is 
a development in  the d irection o f 
independence from  the racist ca­
p ita lis t system in  th is  country. 
This independence is necessary i f  
Negroes are going to develop the 
tools and program  o f struggle to 
free them  from  the oppression en­
gendered by the system. Those 
who signed th is ad, and the Rev­
erend w ho endorsed i t t are doing 
a disservice to  th e ir people by 
attacking the b lack power move­
ment.

as a public relations organization 
tha t was the envy o f the other 
leftists, contributed to his no­
to rie ty  in  Peru and abroad.

In  the very scene o f his opera­
tions, the conditions he found 
greatly helped him . P roof o f th is 
is tha t a youth who organized a 
union converted h im self w ith in  a 
few  months in to  a supposed “ Fidel 
Castro of Peru. ”

T w en ty-five  years— and 160, 000 
soles in  c iv il damages to be paid 
by a ll those found g u ilty  —  ended 
the bloody chapter o f Hugo B lan­
co. The announcement tha t the 
sentence is being appealed w il l  
not a lte r th is  fact. The on ly th ing  
tha t could a lte r i t  w ould be trag ic 
blindness, a stubborn lack o f un­
derstanding among those who con­
fuse the closing of a chapter w ith  
the ending o f the problem  in  gen­
eral. As i f  a fte r Hugo Blanco there 
had not occurred the much more 
serious outbreaks o f the M IR  
guerrillas!

No, the th reat o f violence w il l  
not disappear u n til the tremendous 
social problems o f Peruvian agri­
cu ltu re  are elim inated.

“ Capita list la w  reflects the ma­
te ria l substructure o f capitalism. 
The theory o f tha t substructure is 
war, conflic t, struggle. ”  — Daniel 
DeLeon.
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TER R O R  IN  V IE T N A M . M arine holds gun on te rrified  villagers, 
mostly old people and children, in  south V ietnam .

B y D ick Roberts
“ I f  the U nited States were to 

disengage from  V ietnam  under 
adverse conditions, I  believe tha t 
the resu lting po litica l and psycho­
logical shockwaves m igh t under­
m ine our en tire  position in  South­
east Asia. We shall, I  am afra id, 
have to p u t up w ith  out V ie t­
namese m andarin allies.

“ We shall not be able to re fo rm  
them, and i t  is u n like ly  tha t we 
shall be able to  fin d  any other 
Vietnamese w illin g  to cooperate 
w ith  us. We shall have to  continue 
to re ly  m a in ly  on our m ilita ry  
power, accept the odium attached 
to its  use and hope tha t some day 
th is  power w i l l  b ring  us to a 
favorable settlement.

“ B u t I  s im ply cannot help w o r­
ry in g  that, in  the process o f wag­
ing  th is w ar, we are corrupting 
ourselves. I  wonder, when I  look 
at the bombed-out peasant ham­
lets, the orphans begging and 
stealing on the streets of Saigon 
and the women and ch ild ren  w ith  
napalm  bum s ly in g  on the • hos­
p ita l cots, w hether the U nited 
States or gny nation has the r ig h t 
to  in f l ic t  th is su ffe ring  and de­
gradation on another people fo r 
its own ends. And I  hope we w il l  
not, in  the name of some an ti­
com m unist crusade, do th is  again.”

These are the fin a l lines o f w hat 
is undoubtedly the most devastat­
ing  ind ictm ent o f U.S. V ietnam  
policy ye t to  appear in  the m ajor 
press. They were w ritte n  b y  a 
veteran w ar correspondent fo r the 
New Y ork  Times, N e il Sheehan, 
who was stationed in  V ietnam  
from  1962 u n til last m onth w ith  
a leave in  1964. And they were 
published in  the Sunday New Y ork  
Times Magazine, Oct. 9, under the 
t it le  “ N ot a Dove, B u t No Longer 
a H aw k.”

Destroys M yth
Sheehan’s artic le destroys ev­

e ry  single basic m yth  w hich makes 
up the fabric  of Johnson’s ju s ti­
fica tion  fo r invading V ietnam ; he 
reveals the ho rrib le  results tha t 
Johnson’s invasion actually has 
had; and he soberly explains tha t 
the best Johnson can accomplish 
i f  he pursues the attack to the 
b itte r end is to re-establish a re ­
gime “ incapable . . .  o f looking 
beyond ind iv idua l and fa m ily  in ­
terests,”  whose “ overwhelm ing 
concern”  is w ith  “ me and my 
relatives,”  and w hich “ d iscrim in ­
ates against the poor and prevents 
social m o b ility .”

In  other words, the one th ing 
Johnson could accomplish w ith  the 
destruction of the lives of count­
less thousands o f Am erican and 
Vietnamese, is the stabilization o f 
the old colonial bourgeoisie —  the 
landlord class w hich has been the 
object o f social revo lu tion  in  tha t 
country fo r seven decades.

W hy d id  the New Y ork  Times 
choose to  publish th is  a rtic le  at 
th is  time? The editors o f the news-
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“/ have sometimes 
thought, when a street 
urchin with sores cover­
ing his leg, stopped me 
and begged for a few 
cents’ worth of Viet­
namese piastres, that he 
might be better off grow­
ing up as a political com­
missar, He would then, 
at least have some self- 
respect.”

— Neil Sheehan
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paper were carefu l to  expla in th is 
in  the ir m ain ed ito ria l column 
Oct. 11. “ M r. Sheehan,”  they note, 
“ ends w ith  a d is illusionm ent and 
a restrained sense of despair tha t 
have been typ ica l of most A m er­
ican w a r correspondents who have 
served in  V ietnam  during  the past 
decade.

“ This is especially true  o f the 
period since February o f last year, 
when m ajor escalation o f the w ar 
began. The positive factors in  the 
p ic tu re  are few  and are fa r  out­
weighed by the horrors tha t a 
massive w a r e ffo rt has brought to 
south Vietnam. U nited States in ­
tervention has substituted A m er­
icans fo r  Frenchmen in  the eyes 
o f the Vietnamese ru ra l popula­
tion  and brought more te rro r and 
destruction than France ever did...

“ I t  w ould be iron ic ,”  the Times 
editors emphasize, “ bu t on ly  too 
possible, tha t i f  the U nited States 
‘w ins’ th is  w ar, i t  w i l l  be fo r the 
old ru lin g  classes, not the peasant 
masses o f V ietnam  . . . .  Before the 
u ltim a te  price is paid — by the 
Vietnamese —  there is s ti l l  a 
chance tha t de-escalation, especial­
ly  a long ha lt in  the bombing, m ay 
save w hat is le ft.”

For Slowdown
In  other words, -the New Y ork  

Times published Sheehan’s report 
to ju s tify  the position i t  has con­
sistently held on V ietnam  —  name­
ly  tha t Johnson should slow the 
w ar down. The tim ing  is s igni­
ficant. U.S. m ilita ry  maneuvers 
in  the past month have indicated 
a strong like lihood of an invasion 
of the so-called dem ilitarized zone, 
separating north  and south V ie t­
nam, by U.S. armies in  the near 
fu tu re  —  perhaps soon a fte r the 
coming elections.

In  possible preparation fo r  such 
a move, U.S. forces have been en­
gaged in  heavy figh ting , and fo r 
the last three weeks, more A m er­
icans have been k ille d  in  battle  
than Saigon government soldiers. 
For the week ending Oct. 1, A m er­
ican casualties numbered 741 to 
the south Vietnamese 355; and in  
the fo llow ing  week, they num ­
bered 685 against 585. This 
brought the to ta l number o f A m er­
icans k ille d  in  ba ttle  to 5,492, and 
the to ta l wounded to 20,618.

The Sheehan revelations are a 
tim e ly  w arn ing  to  Johnson o f the 
lim its  o f w ha t he can expect to 
accomplish i f  he escalates the 
w ar. However, the fact tha t they 
are' used in  the New Y ork  Times 
to  ju s tify  a position tha t is also 
belligerent in  the eyes o f most 
w ar opponents, does not mean that 
the an tiw ar movement should shun 
using Sheehan’s facts fo r its own 
purposes.

On the contrary, every piece 
of evidence Sheehan presents is 
a strong argument fo r  the one real 
solution to  the V ietnam  conflic t: 
immediate and to ta l w ithd raw a l of 
U.S. troops.

Sheehan begins by describing 
the m andarin regime w hich the 
U.S. supports and w ou ld  be le ft 
w ith , in  the event o f v ic to ry  John- 
son-Ky style.

“Their fondness fo r French cui­

sine, snappy uniform s and cocktail 
parties and receptions creates a 
pale bu t fa ith fu l reflection o f the 
social round o f colonial days . . . 
W hile  there are some pa trio tic  and 
decent ind iv idua ls among them, 
most of the men who ru le  Saigon 
have, like  the Bourbons, learned 
nothing and forgotten nothing. 
They seek to re ta in  w hat privileges 
they have and to regain those 
they have lost.”

Sheehan then makes the fo llo w ­
ing remarkable contrast: “ In  V ie t­
nam,”  he states, “ only the Com­
munists represent revo lu tion and 
social change, fo r better or worse, 
according to a man’s politics. The 
Communist P arty  is the one tru ly  
national organization tha t per­
meates both north  and south V ie t­
nam. The men who lead the party  
today, Ho Chi M inh  and the other 
members of the P o litbu ro  in  Ha­
noi, directed the struggle fo r in ­
dependence from  France, and in  
the process, captured much o f the 
deep ly-fe lt nationalism  of the 
Vietnamese people.

C ivil Conflict
“ Perhaps because o f this, the 

Communists, despite th e ir b ru ta l­
i ty  and deceit, rem ain the only 
Vietnamese capable of ra lly in g  
m illions  o f th e ir countrymen to 
sacrifice and hardship in  the name 
of the nation and the on ly  group 
not dependent on fore ign bayonets 
fo r  surv iva l.”  (Emphasis added.)

Sheehan dismisses unqua lified ­
ly  the contention tha t the V ie t­
namese w ar is a case of “ northern 
aggression”  against “ southern free­
dom." “ For its own strategic and 
p o litica l ends,”  he states, “ the 
U nited States is thus protecting a 
non-Communist social- structure 
tha t cannot defend itse lf and tha t 
perhaps does not deserve to be 
defended.

“ O ur responsib ility fo r prolong­
ing w hat is essentially a c iv il con­
f l ic t  may be one o f the m ajor 
reasons fo r the considerable 
amount o f confusion, g u ilt and 
soul-searching among Americans 
over the V ietnam  w ar.”

Sheehan then contrasts the Sai­
gon arm y w ith  the forces o f the 
revo lu tion. The north  Vietnamese 
soldiers who fig h t in  the south 
“ fig h t w e ll, and desertions are few  
despite the hardships and the sev­
ere losses through disease and bat­
tle. The Vietcong guerrillas have 
also managed steadily to expand 
th e ir forces through recru itm ent 
and conscription.

High Desertion
“ The Saigon regime, on the 

other hand, has experienced great 
d iff ic u lty  in  i n c r e a s in g  the 
strength of its  armed forces be­
cause of a ve ry  high desertion 
rate . . . .  A bout 85 per cent of 
Saigon’s armed forces are . . . 
volunteers who take up arms fo r 
pay. This gives the government 
forces a d is tinc tly  mercenary 
cast . . .

“ F rom  the contrast in  behavior 
o f the tw o sides,”  Sheehan con­
tinues, “ I  can only conclude that 
Vietnamese w il l  die more w illin g ­
ly  fo r  a regime which, though 
Communist, is at least genuinely 
Vietnamese and offers them some 
hope of im proving  th e ir lives, than  
fo r  one w hich  is comm itted to the 
galling status quo and is the crea­
tion  of Washington.”  (Emphasis 
added.)

How about the question o f U.S. 
aid and the promises of the paci­
fica tion  program, w ith  its alleged 
land reforms? “ Province and dis­
tr ic t  chiefs’ positions are fre ­
quently sold to the highest bidders 
by those responsible fo r m aking 
the appointment. The incum bent is 
then expected both to recoup the 
cost of his job  from  corruption 
and to make payoffs to  the higher 
o ffic ia ls  who sold i t  to him .

“ Some Am erican o ffic ia ls w ith  
long experience in  V ietnam  es­
tim ate tha t about 20 percent of 
U nited States aid supplied fo r 
counter-insurgency projects in  the
countryside finds its  w ay to  the

\

Vietcong, and another 30 to 40 
percent is diverted by government 
o ffic ia ls  . . . .

“ Promises o f and re form  are 
solemnly reported in  the A m er­
ican press and are apparently 
taken w ith  some seriousness in  o f­
fic ia l circles in  Washington. I  
have often wondered why, since 
the promises are never carried out 
and the speeches made today are 
p ractica lly  identical in  content 
and phrasing to those made four 
years ago by some other govern­
m ent leader.”

Sheehan then considers the 
Johnson line  tha t the “ Vietcong 
te rro ris ts”  are k ill in g  more c iv il­
ians than are “ accidentally”  
bombed in  occasional U.S. “ er­
rors.”  “ A lthough c iv ilians are 
being k ille d  and wounded by both 
sides,”  he contends, “ m y own in ­
vestigations have indicated tha t 
the m a jo rity  o f c iv ilia n  casualties 
result from  Am erican and south 
Vietnamese a ir-s trikes and a r t il­
le ry  and naval gunfire .”

Fight Same Battles
There are several reasons fo r 

this. For one thing, “ Once a battle  
has ended, the Americans and 
south Vietnamese w ithd raw . The 
theoretical fo llow -up  by south 
Vietnamese te rr ito r ia l forces, po­
lice  and adm inistrators to  pacify  
the region does not m ateria lize ex­
cept in  a ve ry  lim ited  num ber of 
instances, and the Vietcong guer­
rilla s  and the ir no rth  Vietnamese 
allies move in  again. The A m er­
icans eventually re tu rn  and the 
same region is thus fought over 
repeatedly.”  (Emphasis added.)

“ Hamlets are also hab itua lly  
bombed and shelled at the request 
o f a south Vietnamese province or 
d is tr ic t ch ie f who has been to ld  
by some paid in fo rm er tha t Com­
m unist troops are present th e re .. .  
American o ffic ia ls excuse the 
practice by c la im ing tha t the V ie t­
namese, as the legal authorities, 
have the rig h t to destroy the ir 
own hamlets, even i f  Americans 
perform  the destructive acts —  a 
fine  b it o f legalism  tha t ignores 
the basic m oral issue.”

The immense flo w  o f refugees 
from  the bombed countryside, 
however, is the m ain reason Shee­
han concluded tha t U.S. firepow er 
was large ly responsible fo r  c iv ilia n  
casualties: “ Most refugees I  have 
questioned,”  he notes, “ to ld  me 
tha t the Vietcong taxed them and 
made them w ork  harder than 
usual, bu t tha t they could live  
w ith  the Communists. They le ft 
th e ir homes, they said, because 
they could no longer bear Am er­
ican and south Vietnamese bombs 
and shells.”

F ina lly , Sheehan describes the 
te rrib le  in fla tio n  and degradation 
o f the people tha t have been

caused by the hqge in flo w  o f 
American troops and dollars: ?

“ Bars and bordellos, thousands 
of young Vietnamese women de­
grading themselves as bar g irls  
and prostitutes, gangs o f hoodlums 
and beggars and ch ildren selling 
th e ir o lder sisters and p ick ing  
pockets have become ubiquitous 
features of urban life .”

I f ,  a fte r p r in tin g  a ll th is, the 
New Y ork  Times can rem ain an 
unequivocal supporter of the m ili­
ta ry  occupation o f south V ietnam  
—  and i t  does —  th is  is only to 
prove the u tte r hypocrisy tha t 
pervades the capita lis t press. Shee­
han’s documentation o f Johnson’s 
aggression in  V ietnam  can force 
the serious observer to  one and 
on ly one conclusion: The on ly  
w ay to stop the devastation o f the 
countryside, the c iv ilia n  slaugh­
ter, the deaths o f thousands of 
Am erican boys, the degradation 
o f Vietnamese cities, is to  get the, 
U. S. troops out of tha t country.

This is a ll the more im perative, 
i f  i t  is true  tha t Johnson intends 
to escalate the w ar in  the im ­
mediate fu tu re . The Am erican 
people who oppose th is slaughter, 
m ust act, and act decisively. A  
b ig tu rnou t fo r the November 5-8 
M obiliza tion is the order o f the 
day.
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Tribute 
To a Guerrilla

“A n Am erican general re ­
cently paid a strange tribute  
to a Vietcong guerrilla  who  
held  up an entire U.S. arm y  
in fan try  company fo r an hour 
in  the jungle north  of Saigon. 
The guerrilla  was the lone 
survivor of several Com mu­
nists defending a bunker. H e  
fired  o ff a ll his own am m uni­
tion and that of his dead com­
rades, and hurled back at the 
Americans the grenades they 
tossed into the bunker. H e  
was f i n a l l y  k illed  w h ile  
throw ing rocks in  a last ges­
ture  o f defiance. ‘I f  one of 
our men had fought like  
that,’ the general said, ‘he 
would have been awarded  
the M edal of Honor.’ ” —  N eil 
Sheehan.

How Vietnam Affected a Times Reporter
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CHINESE FEAR REACTIONARY DEAL

Gromyko’s White House Visit

Soviet Foreign M in is ter A ndrei G rom yko and w a r crim ina l have  
chat in  W h ite  House on Oct. 10. W hat secret deals w ere made 
there?

B y H a rry  B ing
OCT. 18 —  There is ce rta in ly  a 

basis in  re a lity  fo r the  suspicion 
and d is tru s t expressed by the 
People’s R epublic o f C hina in  its  
O ct. 15 a ttack on the  U . S. moves 
fo r an “ easing o f tension”  w ith  
the S oviet U nion.

A n  a rtic le  in  the Chinese Com­
m un ist P a rty  pub lica tion , Jenm in  
J ih  Poo, signed "O bserver, ”  
charged th a t Johnson's recent 
fr ie n d ly  gestures to  the  USSR and 
the  countries o f East Europe con­
s titu te d  a d ire c t th re a t to  China.

The a rtic le  charged th a t John­
son had demanded the Soviet 
leaders he lp  h im  “ stab ilize  the 
s itu a tio n  in  E urope" so th a t the  
U . S. cduld “ tra n s fe r the emphasis 
Of its  stra tegy to  the  East and 
concentrate its  forces against 
C hina”  and “ continue its  aggres­
sion in  V ie tnam . ”

S ingled ou t fo r p a rtic u la rly  
harsh a ttack was Soviet Foreign 
M in is te r A n d re i G rom yko, who 
he ld  a secret W hite  House pa rley 
w ith  Johnson O ct. 10.

The recent S ovie t-U . S. moves, 
h ig h lig h te d  by the Johnson-G ro- 
m yko m eeting, underline  th a t the 
Chinese charges cannot be 
shrugged aside as one m ore fac­
tio n a l polem ic against the  Soviet 
regim e. N or is  i t  s u ffic ie n t to  
p o in t to  the  O ct. 15 statem ent by 
S ovie t C om m unist P a rty  leader 
Leon id  B rezhnev in  w h ich  he de­
clared th a t Johnson’s expressed 
hope o f closer U . S. -USSR co­
operation despite the V ie tnam  w a r 
was a “ strange and persistent de­
lus ion . ”

The Young Peoples S ocia list 
League (Y P S L ), inac tive  fo r over 
tw o  years, re-organized its e lf a t a 
na tiona l convention over the L a ­
bo r D ay weekend. The Y PS L is 
the you th  section o f the S ocia list 
P a rty  o f Norm an Thomas.

In  the ea rly  1960s, the YPSL 
was the largest socia list you th  o r­
ganization in  the coun try. I t  do­
m inated the S tudent Peace U nion, 
w h ich  a t th a t tim e had a mem­
bersh ip  close to  3, 000. The p o liti­
ca l ou tlook o f Y PS L was char­
acterized by its  “ th ird  camp”  posi­
tio n  —  i t  claim ed to  be against 
bo th  the w orkers’ states and 
against cap ita lism . F o r exam ple, 
i t  d id  no t defend the  Cuban re v ­
o lu tio n , nor d id  i t  defend the S ino- 
S oviet bloc from  the cold and hot 
w ars o f the im peria lis ts . In  ac­
tu a l practice, th e ir “ th ird  cam p- 
ism ”  was a cover fo r supporting 
cap ita lism  against the  w orkers’ 
states. F o r exam ple, YPSL’s th ird  
campism in  re la tio n  to  Cuba 
m eant support fo r the “ democra­
tic ”  Cuban exiles resid ing in  F lo ­
rid a .

Y P S L’s fa ilu re  to  defend Cuba, 
p a rtic u la rly  d u rin g  the  1962 b lock­
ade when i t  was paralyzed in  the 
face o f Kennedy’s brinksm anship, 
its  bureaucra tic dom ination o f 
SPU, and its  fa ilu re  to  present an 
a lte rn a tive  to  Kennedy’s “ peace”  
moves lik e  the test-ban tre a ty , led 
to  the  decline o f YPSL in  1963.

In  the  fa ll o f 1964, a le ft w in g  
o f the organization became a ma­
jo r ity  a t the YPSL convention. 
The convention refused to  endorse 
Johnson fo r P resident and sup­
ported the  fo rm a tion  o f a labor 
pa rty . The Young S ocia list A l­
liance ha iled  th is  decision and 
called upon them  to  support C lif­
ton  D eBerry, candidate o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty , fo r P resi­
dent..

The S ocia list P a rty , the parent 
group o f YPSL, saw th ings d if­
fe re n tly . W ith in  a week o f the

The very photo of Gromyko 
seated w ith Johnson in the W hite 
House was sufficient to take the 
bite out of Brezhnev’s statement. 
The fact that Gromyko accepts 
a W hite House invitation at the 
moment when Johnson is clearly 
plotting a dangerous new escala­
tion of the Vietnam  w ar makes 
the Soviet declaration suspect

And neither Washington nor 
Moscow were unaware of this 
fact. M ax Frankel, Washington 
correspondent of the New York 
Times, explained it  this way in  
his report on the Johnson-Gromy- 
ko visit:

“M r. Gromyko was in  a delicate 
position in  the home of the man 
whom the Communist world re­
gards as the principal v illa in  of 
the w ar. In  deference to the deli­
cacy of the situation, the W hite 
House arranged for him  to enter 
and leave by a rear door without 
exposure to newsmen. "

The only point that need be 
added is that it  is not only the 
“communist world” which regards 
Johnson as the “principal v illa in ” 
of the Vietnam  war, but m illions 
of people around the globe, in ­
cluding a significant number right 
here in  the U. S. Gromyko’s se­
cret visit w ith the w ar-crim inal 
Johnson was a direct affront to 
a ll those who oppose that war.

The very fact of such a meet­
ing seriously poses the question: 
A re Washington and Moscow con­
sidering a deal at the expense of 
the Chinese and at the expense 
of the Vietnamese revolution? Has 
the U . S. offered —  and is the

YPSL convention, the SP nationa l 
com m ittee expelled YP S L fo r 
th e ir opposition to  supporting the 
ca p ita lis t D em ocratic P a rty . The 
w ith d ra w a l o f funds by the SP, 
w h ich  had supported YPSL, led 
to  the d is in tegra tion  o f the organ­
iza tion.

(There is an im p o rta n t contrast 
here between the YPSL and the 
Young S ocia list A lliance . The 
Y PSL is the o ffic ia l you th  group 
o f the SP; the  Y SA  is in  p o litic a l 
s o lid a rity  w ith  the S ocia lis t W ork­
ers P a rty , b u t is o rgan iza tiona lly  
independent. The Y SA runs its  
own a ffa irs , in c lu d in g  ra is ing  a ll 
o f its  funds. )

The new YPS L’s program  was 
discussed in  an a rtic le  by Josh 
M uravch ik  in  the Sept. 30 New  
Am erica , the SP’s organ. The 
YPSL “ in tends to  b rin g  a p o in t o f 
v iew  sore ly missed on the cam­
pus, ”  M u ravch ik  in fo rm s us, “ a 
p o in t o f v iew  w h ich  stresses the 
progressive na ture  o f the labor 
m ovem ent and the  need fo r b u ild ­
ing  a dem ocratic le ft through 
co a lition  p o litics . ”  T h e ir reso lu tion 
on dom estic p o litics  ca lls fo r a 
transfo rm ation  o f the D em ocratic 
P a rty  in to  a “ rea l peoples p a rty . ”

I f  th is  is a p o in t o f v ie w  “ sorely 
missed on the campus, ”  the  YPSL  
had be tte r get to  know  the cam­
pus. There are already fa r too 
m any rad ica ls there preaching the 
doctrine o f class co llaboration 
th rough support to  the Democra­
tic  P arty .

The YP S L says i t  w ill be the 
“ defender and cham pion o f the 
labo r m ovem ent on campuses. ”  
They spell ou t w hat they mean. 
M u ravch ik  says they hope “ to  do 
th is  by o ffe rin g  assistance to  va r­
ious unions d u ring  strikes [w e ll 
and good] and to  COPE, the p o li­
tic a l arm  o f the  A F L -C IO . ”  The 
m a jo r fu nc tion  o f COPE is to 
hustle votes fo r the D em ocratic 
P a rty , and presum ably, th is  w ill

USSR considering —  lim ita tio n  o f 
the nuclear arms b u ild -u p  in  Eu­
rope in  exchange fo r a free  hand 
fo r the  U . S. in  V ietnam ?

No one, o f course, can o ffe r a 
d ire c t answer to  these questions 
since resu lts o f the Johnson-G ro- 
m yko m eeting are a c lose ly- 
guarded secret, w ith  both sides 
agreeing no t to  d ivu lge  to  the 
people o f the w o rld  w ha t tra n ­
spired.

F o llow ing  the Johnson m eeting, 
G rom yko held another one w ith  
Secretary o f State Rusk. A fte r 
th a t m eeting, G rom yko to ld  news­
men: “ We discussed questions re ­
la tin g  to  disarm am ent problem s, 
among them  the question o f the 
p ro life ra tio n  o f nuclear weapons. 
I t  looks lik e  both countries, the 
U n ited  States and the Soviet 
U nion, are s triv in g  to  reach agree­
m ent to  fa c ilita te  the conclusion 
o f an in te rn a tio n a l agreem ent on 
th is  question. ”

A gain, the Times noted the sig­
n ificance o f the move. I t  expla ined 
Oct. 12: “ The Johnson adm in is tra ­
tio n  seemed desirous, sh o rtly  be­
fo re  the elections, o f o ffse ttin g  the 
p o litic a l im pact o f the V ietnam  
w a r b y  em phasizing the W hite  
House e ffo rts  to  reach peaceful 
accommodations w ith  the Soviet 
U nion. ”

The Russians gave the Johnson 
adm in is tra tion  a fu rth e r assist in  
th is  d irection  when p riva te  ta lks  
between N iko la i Fedorenko, So­
v ie t delegate to  the U N , and A r­
th u r G oldberg, U . S. delegate, re ­
sulted in  an agreem ent between 
the tw o  powers to  pu t a t the top

be one o f the m a jo r functions o f 
YPSL, too.

The v iew po in t o f the w ork ing  
class and its  h is to ric  m ission to 
transfo rm  society does have a 
cham pion among the youth, the 
YSA. The Y SA stands reso lu te ly 
opposed to  the labor bureaucrats 
who subvert the rea l in terests o f 
the w orkers — w h ile  YPSL ap­
pears to  w ant to  defend those bu­
reaucrats, passing them  o ff as the 
“ lab o r m ovem ent. ”

The YPSL also Intends to  teach 
the an tiw a r m ovem ent som ething 
“ new. ”  Tw o resolutions on the w ar 
in  V ietnam  w ere counterposed a t 
the convention. One called fo r a 
negotiated settlem ent and the 
o ther was a w atered-dow h sem i­
w ith d ra w a l position. The negotia­
tions reso lu tion passed. The YPSL 
has thus launched its  new  organ­
iza tion  under the slogan o f de­
fend ing the  “ r ig h t”  o f the U . S. 
im pe ria lis ts  to  negotiate the fu ­
tu re  o f V ietnam  on the basis o f 
th e ir w a r against the Vietnam ese 
people. I t  w ould  seem the a n tiw a r 
m ovem ent has som ething to  teach 
YPSL.

M uravch ik  says, “ The YPSL 
also declared its  firm  opposition 
to  to ta lita ria n  and e litis t forces 
on the le ft. ”  T h e ir d e fin itio n  o f 
“ to ta lita ria n ”  is contained rig h t in  
the SP constitu tion  —  i t  includes 
Com m unists and T ro tsky is ts . So 
w ha t th is  means is th a t the  new  
YPSL w ill continue the practice 
o f re d -b a itin g  th a t characterized 
the old YPSL.

The new YPSL is obviously a 
creature o f the S ocia list P a rty . 
Its  position on most questions is 
to  the rig h t o f m ost campus ra d i­
cals. The add ition  o f th is  organiza­
tio n  o f S tate D epartm ent socialists 
to  the campus is a step backw ard; 
but, we tru s t, th a t as a re su lt o f 
the vigorous a c tiv ity  o f the YSA, 
few  w ill jo in  YPSL th rough m is­
tak ing  i t  fo r a genuine socia list 
organization.

o f the UN agenda the question o f 
an appeal to  lim it the spread of 
nuclear arms.

T h is w ill now  be debated in  the 
UN G eneral Assem bly. I t  is h igh ­
ly  dubious i f  th is  “ appeal”  w ill 
lead non-m em bers o f the nuclear 
club  to g ive up th e ir desire to  be­
come members. The on ly  im m e­
diate, p ra c tica l e ffec t o f the move 
is to  postpone u n til a fte r the N o­
vem ber elections the scheduled 
G eneral Assem bly debate on V ie t­
nam.

A gain, the Times, on Oct. 15, 
made the po in t: “ B y agreeing to  
discuss the Assem bly appeal and 
o ther disarm am ent topics, ahead 
o f th e ir own item , according to  
some dip lom ats, the Russians have 
made a s ig n ifica n t concession to  
the U nited States. These d ip lo ­
m ats noted th a t under the  present 
schedule, the U nited States w ould 
be spared the em barrassm ent o f a 
V ietnam  w rangle  u n til a fte r the 
Novem ber elections. ”

The suspicions evoked by the 
cu rre n t U . S. -S ovie t moves are 
deepened by the record o f the 
Moscow ch ie fta ins in  re la tio n  to  
V ietnam . P rom inent w o rld  figures, 
in c lu d in g  F id e l Castro, Jean-Paul 
S artre  and Lo rd  B e rtrand  Russell 
have pointed to  the S oviet fa ilu re  
to  p rovide  e ffe c tive  m ilita ry  de­
fense fo r no rth  V ietnam  and to  
counter U . S. escalations in  such 
a w ay as to  make i t  c lear th a t 
the U. S. does no t have a free  hand 
in  V ietnam .

The Soviet position  in  re la tion  
to  V ietnam  is consistent w ith  the 
fo re ign  p o licy  pursued since the 
days o f S ta lin . C u rre n tly  labe lled  
“ peaceful coexistence, ”  the es-

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
m ent in  the N ational Guardian. 
The endorsers w ill state th a t w h ile  
they do no t necessarily agree w ith  
o ther p lanks in  the SWP p la t­
fo rm , they are u rg ing  voters to  
support its  candidates as a means 
o f reg iste ring  opposition to  the 
V ietnam  w ar.

Am ong the sponsors are A . J. 
Muste, veteran p a c ifis t leader; 
Edw ard K eating, pub lisher o f 
Ramparts; P aul Sweezy, co -ed ito r 
o f Monthly. R eview ; and M ichael 
Meyerson, fo rm er W . E. B . DuBois 
C lubs leader.

SO UTHAM PTO N, L . I., O ct. 17 
—  Judy W hite , SWP candidate 
fo r governor, spent an exc iting  
day here a t Southam pton College. 
She had been in v ite d  to  appear by 
several students w ho said tha t, 
hope fu lly , they could expect a 
m eeting o f 30 to  35 students. N ear­
ly  80 student and fa cu lty  mem­
bers tu rned  ou t fo r the m eeting. 
There was a h igh  degree o f in ­
terest in  the socia list nom inee’s 
view s and a great deal o f en­
thusiasm . M any students and fa ­
cu lty  members spent the en tire  a f­
ternoon in  discussion.

In  add ition  to  tw o  students and 
tw o fa c u lty  members w ho en­
dorsed the SWP slate, a num ber

sence o f th a t po licy is to  subor­
d inate and even sacrifice  the needs 
o f the w o rld  re vo lu tio n a ry  process 
fo r the sake o f a p o litic a l deal 
w ith  one o r another sector o f 
w o rld  im peria lism . In  doing so, 
the Soviet bureaucracy has fre ­
quen tly  tram pled on w o rld  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  thought. T hat p ic tu re  o f 
G rom yko seated w ith  the v illa in ­
ous Johnson w ill reca ll fo r m any, 
the 1939 photo o f then S ovie t F o r­
eign M in is te r M olo tov toasting 
Germ an Foreign M in is te r Von 
R ibbentrop.

S ta lin  made the 1939 pact w ith  
H itle r under the insane delusion 
th a t th is  w ou ld  e lim ina te  the dan­
ger o f a N azi a ttack on the USSR. 
I f  the present Soviet bureaucracy 
should m ake an agreem ent w ith  
Johnson fo r a detente in  Europe 
at the expense o f V ietnam  and 
C hina, i t  w ould  no t on ly  be a 
horrendous be traya l o f the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  cause. I t  w ould  be an 
equa lly insane delusion as to  the 
am ount o f rea l secu rity  i t  w ould  
a ffo rd  the USSR. I f  Johnson w ere 
to  succeed in  h is m onstrous aims 
in  A sia, the USSR w ou ld  face the 
greatest p e ril in  its  h is to ry .

The S oviet U nion has a sim ple, 
e ffec tive  answer to  the Chinese 
charges, i f  they are indeed no t 
true . L e t the S oviet governm ent 
end its  secret dip lom acy w ith  
Johnson. L e t i t  m ake know n to  
the people o f the en tire  w o rld  ju s t 
w hat the purpose o f its  present 
ta lks  w ith  W ashington are. T ha t 
was the w ay d iplom acy was car­
ried  on by the S oviet U nion under 
Len in  and T ro tsky. In  today’s 
perilous w o rld , open dip lom acy 
is m ore u rg e n tly  needed than 
ever.

o f others ind ica ted  they intended 
to  vote fo r and support the  tic ke t. 
A  num ber took SWP election 
lite ra tu re  to  d is trib u te  on the cam­
pus and in  the  com m unity.

There was w ide excitem ent on 
the campus when a crew  fro m  
A B C -T V  a rrive d  to  film  a day o f 
cam paigning w ith  the SWP nom i­
nee. A  slated m eeting o f the col­
lege trustees had to  be re-sched­
uled to  p rov ide  fa c ilitie s  fo r the 
candidate and camera crew .

L a te r in  the  day, the trustees 
voted to  commend the students 
and fa cu lty  fo r in v itin g  m in o rity  
candidates to  appear on the cam­
pus.

The Origins 
Of Materialism
By George Novack

300 pp.  $6. 95

MERIT PUBLISHERS 
5 East Third Street 

New York, N .  Y. 10003

... New York SWP Ticket

B y Lew  Jones 
National Chairm an, Young Socialist A lliance

The YPSL Announces 
It's Back in Business
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----------------  Thought for the Week  -----------------

“ I t  doesn’t take a great deal o f statesmanship to get th is nation  
in to  a w o rld  w ar. A ny  foo l can do that.”  —  H ubert H um phrey in  
Boston, Oct. 13.

[Th is column is an open forum  
fo r  a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w il l  be 
abridged. W riters ’ in itia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization is given fo r use.]

N .J. Peace Candidates
Red Bank, N. J.

I  w ould lik e  to in fo rm  M ilita n t 
readers of an independent antiw ar 
po litica l campaign tha t we are 
presently conducting in  New Jer­
sey. We call ourselves the Peace 
and Equal Rights Party, and we 
are runn ing  congressional candi­
dates in  three d istricts in the cu r­
ren t elections.

O ur candidates are as fo llows: 
Nathan Robinson o f Toms R iver 
in  the 6th d is tric t; M artin  W at­
k ins of Long Branch in  the 3rd 
d is tric t; F rederick Compton of 
Somerdale in  the 1st d is tric t.

Each of our candidates has had 
lit t le  o r no experience in  politics 
bu t is runn ing  because of a strong 
hatred o f the w ar in  Vietnam. O ur 
Peace and Equal Rights position 
is “ b ring  our boys home now!”

A llo w  me to describe these good 
men in  more detail. Nate Robin­
son is an insurance salesman w ith  
six children. He has been active 
in  rad ica l causes fo r  years. Nate 
is pa rticu la rly  concerned w ith  the 
hideous pro fiteering  of w ar and 
has made this a m a jo r po in t in  
his campaign.

M a rty  W atkins is a professor of 
English at Monm outh College. He 
has previously worked as a m er­
chant seaman and a garment 
w orker and fo rm e rly  was an or­
ganizer in  Tennessee fo r the United 
M ine Workers. Last week, M a rty  
was fo rc ib ly  ejected from  a “ ma­
jo r  p a rty ”  po litica l debate. He 
spent five  days in  the hospital 
bu t is out now and campaigning 
as fearlessly as ever.

Fred Compton is m aking Cam­
den area voters aware of the real 
reasons fo r the V ietnam  w ar 
( “ rubber, tin , o il, bauxite, etc.” ). 
He has a detailed program con­
cerning domestic uses fo r the b i l ­
lions wasted in  Vietnam.

A ll  o f our “ Peace Equal R ights”  
candidates take a rad ica l o r so­
cia lis t approach to w o rld  prob­
lems. A l l  have decisively rejected 
the tw o  old cap ita lis t w a r parties. 
We are no t tim id  libera ls or 
“ moderates.”  O ur voice is loud 
and clear and m ilita n t. We see 
our function as educating and or­
ganizing, not m erely p ilin g  up 
votes, and we w il l  certa in ly  be 
in  existence fa r beyond election 
day.

We w o rk  in  the Negro ghettos 
a great deal and are constantly 
po in ting out the connections be­
tween im peria lis t w a r and racia l 
explo itation. This k in d  of argu­
ment has alienated m any of our 
m iddle class w ould-be supporters, 
bu t we prefer the support of 
w o rk ing  people.

F inancia l contributions o f any 
size may be sent to  us c /o  Peace 
and Equal Rights, P.O. Box 307, 
Red Bank, New Jersey. I f  you 
w ish, you may earm ark your con­
tr ib u tio n  fo r any of our three can­
didates.

In  closing, I  w ish to express our 
feelings of so lida rity  w ith  your 
organization in  protest against the 
atrocious bombing o f you r head­
quarters.

A llen Strasburger 
co-chairman,
Peace and Equal Rights 
Committee

Supports SWP
Queens, N. Y .

I  w ish to express m y congra­
tu lations to your party  fo r its 
courageous campaign in  the New 
Y o rk  State gubernatoria l race. 
You have been the only party  
running a candidate fo r governor 
who is d irecting any sincere and 
meaningful opposition to  the tra ­
gic w ar in  Vietnam. You deserve 
the support in  your campaign of 
any resident of New Y ork State 
who tru ly  believes in  American 
w ithd raw a l from  V ietnam  as the 
only step tow ard true peace, dem­
ocracy and ending of loss of lives 
w astefu lly.

I  also w ish to express clearly 
m y sympathy fo r your organiza­
tion  concerning the indefensible 
attack upon your headquarters 
yesterday. In  a way, however, i t  
is a tr ibu te  to  your pa rty  —  fo r 
i t  shows th a t your steadfast oppo­
sition to the w a r in  V ietnam  has 
been sign ifican t enough to draw  
the b lind  hatred o f the reactionary 
supporters of tha t bloody war.

I  am enclosing m y statement of 
support fo r  your campaign against 
Am erican involvem ent in  V ie t­
nam. I  sincerely w ish you the best 
o f success in  your campaign to 
open the eyes o f the Am erican 
people to one of the most barbaric 
wars in  history.

L. G.

Friends vs. Interests
Providence, K y.

W hy are we in  Vietnam?
Some people say i t ’s to help 

our friends. B u t John Foster 
Dulles, secretary of state when we 
f irs t sank in to  Asian quicksand, 
said, “ The United States has no 
friends, i t  has interests.”

President Johnson h it  the na il 
on the head back in  ’54 when 
he called the w a r “ . . .  a blood­
le ttin g  spree to perpetuate co­
lonia lism  and w h ite  man’s ex­
p lo ita tion  in  Asia.”

Richard Chinn

One Gone
Brooklyn, N. Y.

I  recently cancelled m y sub­
scription to The M ilita n t because 
I  d idn ’t  like  you r policies, b u t sup­
porting H erbert A ptheker fo r Con­
gress is the last straw. He repre­
sents the Soviet bureaucracy, not 
the w ork ing  class. A nd Trotskyists; 
represent nobody at a ll. I  hereby 
declare w ar on Trotskyism . Re­
member m y name.

Robert E. Jackson

Rostow's Explanation
Bellev ille , Wise.

I f  Eugene Rostow rea lly  said 
th is in  fro n t of the Senate For­
eign Relations Committee (N YT, 
Oct. 5, 1966), i t  rea lly  should be 
included in  “ I t  Was Reported in  
the Press.”

“ M r. Rostow said he d id  not 
v iew  the Am erican involvem ent

in V ietnam  as “ a ho ly w ar against 
Communism”  bu t ra ther as a “ w ar 
against aggression”  in  line  w ith  
the concept o f the Trum an Doc­
tr ine  tha t Communist states should 
not be allowed to change boun­
daries by force. He said he thought 
N orth  V ietnam  had committed 
aggression by coming to the aid 
o f one side in  a c iv il w ar in  South 
V ietnam .”

I f  th a t’s w hat the N orth  V ie t­
namese are doing (in  w ha t is sup­
posed to be th e ir own coun try), 
w ha t in  the he ll is the U nited 
States doing?? No doubt th is ad­
mission was made by h im  in  an 
e ffo rt to appear “ ne ither hawk 
nor dove.”  I ’m sure he must have 
realized afterwards his e rror and 
w il l  not a llow  such “ mistakes”  to 
occur in  the fu tu re  when being 
g rilled  on the V ietnam  issue. A fte r 
a ll, he has only ju s t started w hat 
m ust be the extrem ely d iff ic u lt 
job  of try in g  to explain present 
V ietnam  policy to the Am erican 
people.

P. M .

LBJ and Intellectuals
London, England 

The Oct. 1-2 In ternationa l E d i­
tion of the New Y ork  Times car­
ried an article, “ Johnson Appeals 
to Inte llectuals.”  The w rite r, M ax 
Frankel, said M r. Johnson was 
apparently th ink ing  of those who 
ca ll fo r w ithd raw a l from  Vietnam  
or fo r more spending on poverty 
programs.

M r. Johnson replied to such 
views w ith  these words: “ He [the 
in te llec tua l] does not accept in  
his laboratory or seminar, the no­
tion  tha t the best way to solve a 
problem  is to w a lk  away from  it, 
or to flood i t  w ith  a sea of do l-

W hat’s A11 the Fuss About? —
The Oct. 14 C hristian Science 
M onito r reported tha t Gen. E i­
senhower is “ amazed”  at a ll the 
ruckus about his statement tha t 
he w ouldn ’t  com m it the U.S. not 
to  use nuclear weapons on the 
Vietnamese. The M onito r disclosed 
tha t LB J phones Ike  at least once 
a week to keep h im  posted on V ie t­
nam. The paper adds: “ Further, 
i t  is now know n tha t General E i­
senhower fe lt he was doing no­
th ing  more than re flect the a tt i­
tude of the adm inistration.”

Heaven Forbid! — The A C LU  
has asked the Supreme C ourt to 
review  an Iowa Supreme Court 
decision awarding custody o f M ark  
Painter, 7, to  his grandparents 
because his fa the r is a “ Bohe­
m ian.”  The Iowa court held tha t 
the boy’s life  w ith  his fa ther 
“ w ould be unstable, unconven­
tional, Bohemian and probably in ­
te llectua lly  stim ula ting.”

European View  —  S e n a to r  
Thruston M orton (R -K y .) says 
the adm inistration is s itting  on 
po ll results showing a sharp rise 
in  critic ism  of U.S. fore ign policy 
by Europeans. The num ber of B r i­
tons who take a d im  v iew  of U.S. 
po licy has increased from  12 per­
cent to 16. In  Germany, the num ­
ber of critics have trip led , from  7 
percent to 21. In  France, the f ig ­
ure shot up from  36 to 53 percent.

High Crime —  George E. M a r- 
quadt, 20, of Waukesha, Wise., was 
sentenced to a year and a day fo r 
impersonating a federal officer. A  
high school dropout, M arquadt re ­
ported ly posed as a physics expert 
and lectured at A lve rno  College. 
Maybe he got caught because peo­
ple thought he was too sm art to 
be a federal officer.

Social Planning. Anyone? —  In ­
terspersed in  the news about war, 
racism, etc., was the find ing  of a 
group of scientists tha t the in ­
creasing noise level ’o f b ig cities is

lars o r to smother i t  w ith  an emo­
tiona l slogan.”

M r. Johnson m ight w e ll have 
continued: “ O f course not. The 
best th ing  to do is to  equip every 
seminar room w ith  gas and every 
laboratory w ith  a good stock o f 
lazy dogs.”

B u t M r. Johnson continued in  
his own r ig h t: “ Should he [the 
in te llec tua l] adopt a d iffe ren t set 
o f c ritica l standards when the 
problem  is c ity  slums or foreign 
policy, than when i t  is a question 
of b iology or h istorica l research? 
Obviously not.”

Again, in  order to  make h im ­
self clearer, M r. Johnson should 
have added, “ I f  an experim ent 
does not scream out its  secret a f­
te r the f irs t threat, g ive i t  a me­
gaton or two. However, i f  i t ’s only 
a small experiment, a few  thou­
sand national guards m igh t be 
su ffic ien t.”

A . F.

Tender Concern in Capital...
Berkeley, Calif. 

Recently the Berkeley Barb  re ­
ported tha t the U. S. has refused 
to a llow  ch ild  v ic tim s o f napalm 
raids in  V ietnam  to be transported 
to Europe fo r hospital care.

I  protested to m y Congressman, 
Jerome Waldie, to the President 
and the State Department. M y 
Congressman replied and said in 
essence, Dear Lady, This story is 
incredible. Where is your source

a defin ite  factor in  b ring ing on 
deafness. M e a n w h ile ,  another 
group of scientists reported that 
there is a marked correlation be­
tween the amount o f cadmium in  
the a ir and hypertension and heart 
disease. Cadmium, which is d is tr i­
buted in  the atmosphere through 
processes o f metal roasting or ore 
smelting, is p a rticu la rly  high in  
Chicago, Philadelphia, Indiana­
polis, N ewark and New Y ork.

The Leveling Process —  A  sur­
vey by the New Y ork  Times finds 
tha t costume je w e lry  has become 
so popular tha t even the rich  are 
going in  fo r i t  —  in  the ir own 
way, of course. David Webb, a 
New Y o rk  jeweler, offers a Uon 
bracelet o f diamonds and emeralds 
fo r $49,300. Van Cleef & Arpels

o f inform ation?
In  the meantime, the State De- 

papartm ent answered. The f irs t  
paragraph f la t ly  denied any such 
request had been made. Then, in  
the second paragraph, they ad­
m itted  they had been petitioned 
fo r a ir transport. This request was 
refused, fo r th is  reason:

“ . . .  i t  is preferable to  trea t in ­
ju red  children in  fa m ilia r sur­
roundings where they can enjoy 
the reassurance and em otional 
support w hich can only be sup­
plied by th e ir fam ilies and 
friends.”

This sounds plausible enough in  
th is country, b u t i t  is ha rd ly  ap­
plicable to V ietnam . I  have p ic ­
tures showing U. S. Marines g rin ­
n ing as they lig h t th e ir torches 
to thatched homes —  in  fact, to  
whole villages. I also have p ic­
tures of hospitals in  V ietnam  
bombed and destroyed by our 
government.

Now, i f  the homes and hospitals 
are burned and bombed and the 
parents and friends of these pathe­
tic  children are in  equal agony 
from  napalm burnings, i f  no t a l­
ready dead, p ray te ll me how 
these children can receive any 
comfort?

Is not the reason fo r the denial 
glaring? The U. S. cannot a ffo rd  
to le t the w orld  graphica lly see 
on l it t le  children the crim e i t  is 
perpetrating against m ankind.

Shirley T . Lee

is fea turing  a necklace and pen­
dant of diamonds and rubies for 
$190,000. H a rry  W inston has a 
handsome necklace made o f two 
14th-century ankle bracelets w h ich  
he says w ould go n ice ly w ith  a 
black sweater. A n  even $200,000.

Suggestible Shopper —  To i l ­
lustra te  its v iew  tha t there’s a 
good deal of cash around, an ex­
ecutive o f C artie r’s in  New Y o rk  
to ld  the Times tha t a man stro lled 
in  one m orn ing to buy a blue and 
green emerald bracelet advertised 
at $1,400 because his w ife  like d  
the color combination. On learn ing 
i t  had been sold, he picked out a 
blue and green bracelet of em­
eralds and sapphires. A  mere 
$37,000.

— H a rry  R ing

I f  you  en joy read ing  The M il i ta n t  and are in te rested  in  
w h a t the  young  soc ia lis t m ovem en t is th in k in g  and do ing, 
you  w i l l  w a n t to  subscribe  to  A m e ric a ’s lead ing  young  so­
c ia lis t m agazine

THE YOUNG SOCIALIST
$1 a yea r (s ix  issues)

Send your do lla r to 
P.O. Box 471, Cooper Station, New York, N. Y. 10003
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Boutelle Urges 
'No' Vote on Cops

The position of the New York 
Socialist Workers Party on the 
N o t .  8 referendum, sponsored by 
the Patrolm en’s Benevolent Asso­
ciation to bar civilian control of 
the police, was presented by Paul 
Boutelle a t a symposium on the 
subject sponsored by the M ilitan t 
Labor Forum on Oct. 7. Boutelle 
is the SWP candidate for attorney 
general. The following is a con­
densation of his opening presenta­
tion.

*  *  *

We strongly favo r a resounding 
No vote on the Conservative-PBA 
proposition to bar c iv ilia n  contro l 
o f the police. We regard the ir 
d rive  as permeated w ith  racism 
and reaction. They are waging a 
v ic iously demagogic campaign on 
behalf o f th e ir proposition —  a 
campaign designed to w h ip  up 
fear and hatred of Negroes. Every 
black person, every w h ite  support­
er o f equal rights, m ust do every­
th ing  possible to defeat th is re ­
actionary proposition.

W hile  favoring  defeat o f the 
Conservative -  P B A  proposition, 
however, the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty  does not in  any w ay favor 
the present board established by 
M ayor Lindsay. We consider th is  
board a m ockery o f the concept of 
a c iv ilia n  rev iew  board. I t  is a po­
lice  board w ith  a few  “ respect­
able”  upper-m idd le  class c iv ilian  
figures added fo r w indow  dress­
ing. The simple, incredib le fact 
tha t members o f the Police De­
partm ent are assigned to  investi­
gate the complaints file d  w ith  th is 
board underlines w hat a carica­
tu re  of a rea l review  board i t  is.

Need Genuine Board
We o f the Socialist W orkers 

P a rty  favor a genuine c iv ilia n  re ­
v iew  board —  a board composed 
s tr ic t ly  o f c iv ilians who have no 
ties w ith  e ither the Police De­
partm ent, o r w ith  the c ity  ad­
m in is tra tion  tha t is responsible 
fo r  the conduct of the Police De­
partm ent.

We have de fin ite  ideas as to how 
such a board should be consti­
tuted. I t  should be a broadly rep­
resentative one —  w ith  special 
emphasis on representation from  
the Negro and Puerto Rican com­
m unities. This is needed fo r the 
simple reason tha t i t  is Negroes 
and Puerto Ricans who are the 
p rinc ipa l v ic tim s o f police b ru ta li­
ty . No one is im m une from  arro­
gant, b u lly in g  cops; no one is safe 
from  club- and trigger-happy cops. 
B u t poor people in  general, and 
Negroes and Puerto Ricans in  par­
ticu la r, catch the b ru n t o f police 
violence and abuse, and tha t’s 
w hy they need guarantees o f ade­
quate representation on a mean­
in g fu l c iv ilia n  police review  board.

The Socialist W orkers P a rty  fa ­
vors such a community-based re­
view  board setting up offices 
throughout the c ity  —  again, most 
pa rticu la rly  in  the ghettos —  that 
w i l l  be easily accessible to the 
vic tim s of police b ru ta lity . Such 
a board should have adequate 
powers of investigation, and there 
must be guarantees tha t the ir 
find ings w il l  be enforced.

And le t me add, fu rthe r, that 
partisans of a genuine c iv ilia n  re ­
v iew  board should not make the 
mistake of looking to  so-called 
libe ra l Republicans and Demo­
crats to lead an effective fig h t fo r 
such a board. M ayor L indsay’s 
o rig ina l “ compromise”  —  sellout 
w ould  be a better w ord —  in  ac­
cepting a board of policemen w ith  
a few  c iv ilians on it,  makes clear

NEW YORKERS: To regis­
ter your stand in favor of 
civilian control of the po­
lice, you must vote "no" in 
the Nov. 8 referendum.

Antiwar Movement Prepares 
For Nov. 5-8 Mobilization

Plans are under way in  a num ­
ber of cities fo r demonstrations 
and intensified an tiw ar activ ities 
during  the November 5-8 M ob il­
ization fo r  Peace in  Vietnam, fo r 
Economic Justice and Human 
Rights.

From  Cleveland, the fo llow ing  
activ ities are reported slated: On 
F riday night, Nov. 4, a m ajor de­
bate on U. S. po licy sponsored by 
the U n ivers ity  C ircle Teach-In 
Committee, and sermons by rabbis 
on peace; on Saturday afternoon, 
an an tiw ar march and ra lly ; on 
Saturday evening, a peace hoote­
nanny; on Sunday, sermons on 
peace in  a num ber o f churches and 
leafle ting in  behalf o f peace can­
didates by SANE and other groups.

Monday w il l  be Sick of the W ar 
Day, featuring a va rie ty  o f ac tiv ­
ities by d iffe ren t groups, includ ing 
d is tribu tion  of F e lix  Greene’s 
Vietnam, V ietnam  door-to-door 
and at shopping centers by 200

members of the U n ive rs ity  C ircle 
Teach-In Committee. On Tuesday, 
there w il l  be an tiw a r leafle ting 
at the polls.

In  Chicago, on Nov. 5, the C hi­
cago Peace Council, a coalition of 
peace groups, w i l l  engage in  a 
massive lea fle ting in  the Loop, 
and members o f Women fo r  Peace 
w il l  collect funds fo r  Vietnamese 
victim s o f napalm. On Sunday, the 
Chicago F o rt Hood Three Com­
m ittee and Veterans fo r  Peace w il l  
leafle t bus and a ir  term inals 
where GIs can be reached. A lso on 
Sunday, there w il l  be a Town H a ll 
meeting where candidates w il l  be 
inv ited  to state th e ir views on 
the war.

In  New York, the F if th  Avenue 
V ietnam  Peace Parade Committee, 
a coalition of more than 80 organ­
izations, is continuing w ith  its 
plans fo r extensive a c tiv ity  during  
the m obilization. The fou r days 
of a c tiv ity  w i l l  be kicked o ff a t a 
mass ra lly  scheduled fo r the Times

Square area on Saturday, Nov. 5. 
On Sunday, there w il l  be lea fle t­
ing of churches and in  various 
communities throughout the c ity.

On Monday, there w il l  massive 
lea fle ting  at subway stations and 
other places, w ith  the goal o f dis­
tr ib u tin g  a m illio n  an tiw a r lea f­
lets. On Monday, S ick of the W ar 
Day, there w il l  be a num ber of 
campus teach-ins, clim axed by a 
c ity -w ide  teach-in from  4 to 11 
p. m. at H un te r College A ud ito rium .

The November 8 M obiliza tion 
was in itia ted  by a broadly repre­
sentative gathering o f an tiw ar 
activists in  Cleveland last month. 
The m obilization is sponsored by 
a w ide range of pub lic  figures op­
posed to the V ietnam  w ar. A. J. 
Muste, chairman o f the M obiliza­
tion Committee, has offices at 5 
Beekman St. in  New York. Pat 
G r if f ith , adm in istra tive secretary, 
has offices at 107 D ryden Road, 
Ithaca, New Y o rk  14859.

P a u l B o u te lle

tha t he is not going to risk  losing 
po litica l support from  bigoted or 
brainwashed whites to carry on 
a f ig h t fo r princip le.

And i f  we w ant an example of 
where professional libe ra l p o lit i­
cians can w ind  up on th is ques­
tion, we need only look at the 
disgraceful statement the other day 
o f tha t foremost spokesman fo r 
the “ great society, ”  H ubert H um ­
phrey. On Oct. 5, M r. Hum phrey 
evoked a resounding wave of ap­
plause from  the convention of in ­
ternationa l chiefs of police w ith  
his declaration tha t he is opposed 
to police review  boards.

The problem of violence in  our 
society can be coped w ith  only 
by s tr ik ing  at the roots. We of 
the Socialist W orkers P arty  are 
convinced tha t the great task of 
our times is to cleanse society of 
violence. A nd  tha t means, we are 
equally convinced, e lim ina tion  of 
the capita lis t system which breeds 
violence on a scale never before 
known in  human history. I t  is a 
system tha t breeds such monstrous 
wholesale campaigns o f violence as 
the in tervention in  Vietnam. And 
i t  breeds the violence, the hatred 
and b igo try  of the type being in ­
flamed in  th is  c ity  today by those 
leading the Conservative-PBA 
drive to bar c iv ilia n  contro l of 
the police.

Black Power
I  believe the current movement 

fo r black power is a h igh ly  bene- 
c ia l development fo r m y people 
and fo r a ll those concerned w ith  
genuine social progress. I  also be­
lieve tha t the development of 
b lack power —  and by tha t I  mean 
independent black p o l i t i c a l  
power —  w il l  go a long way 
tow ard resolving the problem 
o f police violence and abuse. 
I f  the people of the ghetto dev­
elop meaningful po litica l power, 
the cops and the c ity  adm inistra­
tion  w il l  v iew  them w ith  a new 
respect. Cops won’t  be quite as 
im pulsive w ith  people who have 
some po litica l power.

Le t me summarize. We of the 
Socialist W orkers em phatically 
favor a No vote on the Conserva­
tive -P B A  proposition to bar c iv i­
lian  control o f the police. B u t we 
have absolutely no confidence in  
the c ity  adm inistration to solve 
the problem  of police b ru ta lity , 
and we have absolutely no con­
fidence in  the present board which 
is not even a sorry substitute fo r 
a c iv ilian  police review  board. We 
jo in  w ith  the people of the ghet­
tos in  demanding c iv ilian  control 
o f the police.

Fort Hood 3 Taken Out 
Of Solitary Confinement

OCT. 18 —  M ounting pressure 
has fin a lly  won some im prove­
ment in  the cruel treatm ent being 
received in an arm y prison by the 
Fort Hood Three, the three heroic 
young GIs who took a prison term  
ra ther than fig h t in  “ an illegal, 
im m ora l and un just w a r in  V ie t­
nam. ”

Grace Mora Newman, sister of 
Pvt. Dennis Mora, one of the 
three GIs, says tha t on her v is it 
th is Sunday to F o rt Meade, Md., 
where her bro ther and Pfc. James 
Johnson and Pvt. D avid  Samas are 
being held, she found there had 
been some changes fo r the better 
in  the ir conditions.

W hile  they are s t i l l  being forced 
to stand from  5 a. m. to 6 p. m. and 
are s till denied reading privileges 
other than the B ible, the three 
servicemen are no longer being 
held in  isolation. Samas and John­
son are now in  a cell w ith  five  
or s ix other GIs and M ora is in  
another cell w ith  a h a lf dozen 
prisoners.

Samas and Johnson are now 
being perm itted to eat the ir meals 
in  the mess ha ll along w ith  other 
prisoners. Mora is s til l forced to 
eat in  his cell.

The m odifica tion o f the barbaric 
treatm ent o f the an tiw a r GIs coin­
cided w ith  a report on th e ir con­
d ition  in  the Oct. 16 New Y ork  
Times. The Times reported i t  had 
queried o ffic ia ls at F o rt Meade 
a fte r statements by the three p ris ­
oners on th e ir treatm ent had been 
forwarded to the paper by the 
F o rt Hood Three Defense C om m it­
tee.

The three men and th e ir sup­
porters and friends are being sub­
jected to continuing vengeful 
treatment. Mrs. Newman said that 
last Sunday, three m inisters, in ­
cluding the distinguished Catholic 
priest, Father P h ilip  Berrigan, had 
visited the young men a fte r w r it ­
ing A rm y authorities in  advance 
they intended to do so. D uring  
th e ir v is it, they were called in  by 
the o ffice r in  charge and inform ed 
they could only v is it the men on 
weekdays and only by advance 
appointments.

Mrs. Newman said her brother 
to ld  her tha t m inisters v is it other 
prisoners w ithou t restrictions and 
w ithou t advance appointment. She 
added tha t when she spoke to Fa­
ther Berrigan, he assured her they

intended to continue seeing the 
three GIs and doing w hat they 
could to help them.

As a fu rth e r example o f the 
type of pe tty  persecution the men 
are being subjected to, Mrs. Mora 
to ld how  her bro ther had been 
found touching the w a ll w h ile  
on his cot in  the evening and 
forced to do 25 push-ups as pun­
ishment.

The three rem ain unshaken in  
the face o f the ir ordeal and are 
as convinced as ever of the r ig h t­
ness o f th e ir action in  seeking a 
court in junction  against being 
compelled to go to Vietnam.

A fte r they in itia ted  the court 
action, w hich is s ti l l  pending on 
appeal, they were arrested by 
A rm y  authorities, ordered aboard 
a plane to V ietnam  and court- 
m artia led when they refused. Mora 
was sentenced to three years at

hard labor, complete fo rfe itu re  of 
pay and a dishonorable discharge. 
Johnson and Samas were given 
five  years and the other penalties. 
A  ru lin g  in  the automatic A rm y  
review  o f th e ir cou rt-m a rtia l is 
s t i l l  pending, although the norm al 
30-day period fo r such a ru ling  
has already lapsed.

NEW  YO R K —  Some 300 peo­
ple, m a in ly  teenagers, demon­
strated in  fro n t of the State Selec­
tive  Service headquarters here 
Oct. 14 in  support o f the F o rt 
Hood Three. I t  was a sp irited 
p icket line  w ith  chants ca lling  fo r 
“ Stop the W ar in  V ietnam ; Free 
the F o rt Hood Three! ”  and “ Back 
O ur Boys in  V ietnam ; B ring  the 
Troops Home! ”  The lin e  was 
sponsored by the W . E. B. DuBois 
Clubs, SDS, the Student Peace 
U nion and others.

Indiana 'Sedition' Case 
Goes to Federal Court

Nov. 4 has been set as the date 
fo r review  o f the constitutional 
issues involved in  the “ B loom ing­
ton Case”  —  the case of the three 
Indiana U n ivers ity  students who 
were indicted under a state an ti­
communist act in  1963 fo r  the ir 
membership in  the Young Social­
ist A lliance.

The review  involves a request by 
the three defendants fo r  a federal 
in junction  to  stop proceedings, and 
i t  w il l  be conducted by a fed­
eral three-judge panel appointed 
by the U. S. D is tr ic t C ourt in  In ­
dianapolis. The defendants are 
Ralph L e v itt, J im  B ingham  and 
Tom Morgan.

They po in t out tha t the in d ic t­
ments against them are a d irect 
vio la tion  o f the rights of free 
speech and free assembly and that 
the proceedings have interfered 
w ith  the ir abilities to conduct nor­
m al lives. Unusual harassment, 
financia l d ifficu lties , includ ing 
great problems in  fin d in g  jobs, a ll 
f lo w  from  the w itchhun t e ffort.

Im portan tly , th is  is no t denied 
by the local Indiana prosecution

itse lf, w h ich  admits to the unu­
sually severe repercussions o f the 
indictments. For its own purposes, 
the Indiana prosecution is also in ­
terested in  a ru lin g  on the consti­
tu tiona l v a lid ity  of the law.

Thus, i f  the federal panel rules 
on the constitu tional issues o f the 
case, the decision w i l l  have fa r-  
reaching im plications. A  favo r­
able ru lin g  fo r the three students 
w ould be a b low  to M cC arthyite 
and racist state legislation a ll 
over the country.

C iv il rights fighters throughout 
the South have suffered s im ila r 
in tim ida tion , and SNCC leader 
Stokely Carmichael is presently 
pressing a s im ila r su it on the fed­
eral court level to enjo in state 
proceedings against h im  and other 
SNCC workers, stemming from  
the A tlan ta  “ r io t”  last month.

L e v itt is presently runn ing  in 
the New Y ork  state elections as 
the Socialist W orkers P a rty  can­
didate fo r C ontro ller. J im  B ing­
ham is also w ork ing  in  New York, 
and Tom Morgan is pursuing grad­
uate studies at the Indiana U n i­
versity extension in  Indianapolis.


