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Confession Rocks 
Malcolm X  Trial

Poll Shows Only 49%  
Now Give Support to 
Johnson on Viet War

By Herman Porter

NO JOKE. Some people thought maybe it was a joke when the cold warriors at New York’s 
Freedom House gave their annual “freedom award” to Lyndon Johnson. But 5,000 New Yorkers 
turned out to protest this grim joke and to demand a halt to Johnson’s life- and-liberty-destroying 
Vietnam war.

By Dick Roberts
MARCH 1 —  In  the last six 

weeks, national support fo r Presi­
dent Johnson’s handling of the 
V ietnam w ar has dropped sharply 
from  63 to 49 percent, according 
to the results o f a Louis H arris 
poll published in today’s New 
York Post. This decline comes pre­
cisely at a tim e when the Demo­
cratic adm inistration is speeding 
full-scale ahead w ith  plans to tu rn  
the Vietnamese battle fie ld  in to  a 
bloody slaughter-ground o f the 
m ain forces of the National L ib ­
eration F ront and the masses of 
peasants who support it.

According to a h igh ly  in fo rm a­
tive  artic le  by New Y ork Times 
reporter Seymour Topping, w r it ­
ten from  Saigon Feb. 25, U. S. 
m ilita ry  forces in  V ietnam  are a l­
ready carry ing out the plans of 
escalation w h ich  many Americans 
s til l th in k  ought to be debated, 
and which most Americans th in k  
s ti l l  are being debated. B u t un­
named “ senior U nited States of­
fic ia ls ”  to ld Topping, “ We have 
at last defined our problem and 
we have the go-ahead on a pro­
gram .”

“ The o ffic ia ls  estimate,”  accord­
ing to Topping, “ tha t the w ar w ill 
last from  three to seven years.”

“ Under the new plans,”  Topping 
continues, “ the level of offensive 
operations is to be raised as the 
support capability  of United States 
forces is expanded through the 
improvement o f po rt fac ilities at 
Saigon and other harbors extend­
ing north  to Danang. Add itiona l 
troops are to be brought to V ie t­
nam so tha t the m ilita ry  comman­
ders w ill have su ffic ien t forces.to 
strike  hard at Vietcong base areas.

“ A ir  strikes at communication 
lines in N orth  V ietnam  and in f i l ­
tra tion  routes through Laos are to 
be continued. United States troops 
.w ill be perm itted to enter Cam­
bodia . . .”

“ D uring periods of maxim um  
combat e ffo rt,"  Topping reveals, 
“ i t  is expected that Am erican cas­
ualties each month w il l  average 
about 400 to 500 dead and about 
1,500 wounded.”  (Emphasis added) 
S ix months figh ting  at this height­
ened level, these figures reveal, 
would bring  more combat deaths 
than in the entire course of the 
w ar thus far.

Bu t not only has a ll pretense at 
a “ m iddle road”  m ilita ry  e ffo rt in  
V ietnam been dropped according 
to these sources — so has any e f­
fo r t towards a negotiated settle­
ment of the conflic t:

“ A t no stage in  the po litica l and 
m ilita ry  program,”  Topping states, 
“ do American or Vietnamese of­
fic ia ls in  Saigon foresee an opening 
of negotiations w ith  the Vietcong 
toward a peace settlement. The 
more optim istic o f them predict 
tha t Hanoi, confronted by a m ili­
ta ry  campaign and a successful 
pacification program, w il l  ha lt 
the in filtra tio n  to the south and 
tha t the Vietcong w il l  gradually 
disperse in  fou r to five  years.”

A t th is po in t in  the artic le, Top­
ping alludes to w hat is apparently 
an “ inside joke,”  made e ither by 
President Johnson himself, or one 
of his close associates. W hatever 
the source, i t  betrays the sicken­
ing racist m enta lity  o f the archi­
tects of th is w ar of atrocities: 
“ Even the most optim istic of­
fic ia ls,”  Topping comments, “ are 
uneasy about re tu rn ing  to Hono­
lu lu  next June to meet President 
Johnson’s demand fo r a demon­
stration of how many coonskins 
have been nailed to the w a ll."  
(Emphasis added.)

This use o f K K K  parlance fo r 
“ shooting Negroes”  in  the highest 
echelon of U.S. ru lin g  power needs 
no explanation. From  ju s tify in g  
its lynch mobs in  the American 
South to its napalm bombs and 
noxious gases in  south Vietnam, 
the fundam ental ideology o f the

American ru lin g  class is racist to 
the very m arrow  of its bones.

The reasons w hy the Johnson 
adm inistration has determined on 
the murderous course tha t Sey­
mour Topping describes, were 
clearly stated by New York Times 
m ilita ry  specialist Hanson W. 
Baldw in in  a h igh ly significant 
artic le  in  the Feb. 27 Times maga­
zine section entitled “ The Case fo r 
Escalation.”

There are three choices con­
fron ting  Washington in V ietnam 
at the present point, Baldw in 
states, and tw o of them should be 
rejected. The f irs t course is the 
Gavin-Ridgway proposal, support- 

(Contiiiued on Page 5)

The fo llow ing  call in  support of 
the In te rna tiona l Days o f Protest, 
March  25-26, against the w ar in  
Vietnam, has been issued by the 
Supporters of the B ring  the 
Troops Home Now Newsletter.

The Newsletter has been estab­
lished by members of local in ­
dependent anti-V ietnam-war com­
mittees across the country who 
are fo r the form ation of a na­
tiona l organization o f independent 
committees based on the demand 
of immediate w ithd raw a l of U.S. 
troops from  Vietnam.

On March  25-26, there w il l  be 
demonstrations against the w ar in  
cities across the nation and in  
many other countries. For more 
in form ation, w rite : The News­
letter, P.O. Box 317, H arvard  
Square, Cambridge, Mass. 02138.

For tw enty-five years th e  
people of V ietnam have fought fo r 
the ir independence against foreign

NEW YORK, March 1 —  The 
prosecution’s case against two of 
the three men accused of assassin­
ating Malcolm  X  was severely 
shaken Feb. 28 when Talmadge 
Hayer (also known as Thomas 
Hagan), the on ly defendant to 
have been caught at the scene of 
the crime, confessed. Hayer not 
only exonerated Norman (3X ) 
B utle r and Thomas (15X) John­
son, but he described how the 
crim e was committed and in  doing 
so th rew  grave doubt on the testi­
mony of most of the prosecution’s 
eyewitnesses.

V incent Dermody, the assistant 
d is tric t attorney in  charge o f the 
case, tr ied  to show tha t Hayer was 
ly ing  to save the other two de­
fendants.

Hayer said he had come fo rw ard  
to testify  as a witness fo r the de­
fense and to confess because he 
wanted the tru th  to be known: 
that B u tle r and Johnson did not 
have anyth ing to do w ith  the 
crime. He had not come fo rw ard  
sooner because he d idn ’t  w ant to 
confess and had waited u n til i t  
was clear he needed to in  order 
to prevent the conviction of the 
two innocent men.

Hayer maintained tha t he was 
not and had never been a member 
o f E lijah  Muhammad’s followers—  
nor were his accomplices, to his 
knowledge. None of them had any 
personal motive fo r k ill in g  M a l­
colm X, bu t they had been hired 
to carry out the assassination. He 
refused to say how much money he 
had been offered. He said that 
the man who hired h im  was not 
a M uslim  either.

Hayer refused to iden tify  his 
accomplices or the one who hired 
them. He did drop one h in t about 
who the la tte r was. In  response to 
a question by Dermody about the 
iden tity  o f the man who offered 
h im  money, he said i t  probably 
would have been revealed i f  W il­
liams had been successful in  “ con­
tinu ing  his in terrogation.”  W il­
liams is one o f B u tle r’s lawyers 
who has cross-examined only a

powers —  against Japan, France, 
and the U nited States. They are 
figh ting  fo r the r ig h t to run  the ir 
own country, the same r ig h t that 
the Am erican people fought fo r in  
1776. B u t today the U nited States 
government stands in  opposition 
to the vast m a jo rity  of the V ie t­
namese people, and to the very 
same principles upon w hich our 
own country was founded.

President Johnson has landed
200,000 American men on V ie t­
namese soil in  order to “ settle”  
the affa irs of the Vietnamese, 
and his perspective is to double 
that number by the end of the 
year. The U.S. troops, however, 
do not b ring  “ freedom and de­
mocracy”  to Vietnam. On the 
contrary they are engaged in  a 
horrib le  campaign of destruction 
against the Vietnamese people 
and th e ir country.

D a ily  bombing raids are con­
ducted against both south and

few of the prosecution witnesses. 
Dermody asked no questions to try  
to fin d  out from  whom W illiam s 
could have gotten this in fo rm a­
tion.

Hayer’s description o f how the 
assassination took place is much 
more credible than the story the 
prosecution said i t  would prove. I t  
contradicts the prosecution’s ve r­
sion in  ways from  w hich neither 
Hayer nor the other defendants 
benefit, and in ways which make
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NEW  YO RK  —  Herman Por­
ter w ill give a firsthand ac­
count of the Malcolm X  m ur­
der tria l at a meeting of the 
M ilitant Labor Forum at 873 
Broadway on Friday evening, 
March 11.

• i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i t t i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i u i i im i i iu i i i u i i i im i i iK K t

much more sense than the prose­
cution ’s version. When Dermody 
asked Hayer i f  the witnesses to ld  
the tru th  about him , he responded 
at one point: “ I t ’s quite impossible 
fo r the crim e to have been com­
m itted the way they said i t  had.”  
(See the artic le  on the case in  
the Feb. 14 M ilita n t fo r some of 
the reasons the prosecution’s story 
is dubious.)

Hayer said tha t only one man, 
not two, had been involved in  a 
diversion ju s t before the shooting, 
and that i t  had not been him self,! 
as the prosecution alleged. He and' 
another accomplice had taken 
seats together in  the fro n t row 
on the le ft side o f the auditorium . 
A  man w ith  a shotgun sat in  the 
fou rth  row . Hayer adm itted he 
had come armed w ith  a .45 caliber 
automatic and had shot about fo u r 
times at the prone body o f Mal­
colm X, a fte r M alcolm  had been 
fe lled by the shotgun blast. His 
companion had fired  at Malcolm 
w ith  a Luger.

Hayer testified he knew the 
man w ith  the shotgun fo r about 

(Continued on Page 4)

Turnout
north  V ietnam  and they often 
sp ill over in to  Cambodia and Laos 
as w e ll. O ver 700,000 refugees 
have been le ft homeless b y  th is 
destruction.

President Johnson approves the 
use o f the most ho rrib le  weapons 
of w arfare — the ind iscrim inate 
napalm bombing o f the c iv ilian  
population, the to rtu re  o f men, 
women, and children, the employ­
ment of gas and other chemicals, 
and the adoption o f a “ scorched 
earth”  policy. A  recent AP  dis­
patch headlined “ Yanks Scorch 
Earth to C ripp le  V ie t Foe”  
(Boston Globe, Jan. 6, 1966) re­
ported that U.S. paratroopers 
from  the 173rd A irborne  Brigade 
“ crept s tea lth ily  down high dikes, 
and pushed through th ick  brush. 
Every house they encountered 
they burned to the ground. Most 
were of thatch bu t some were 
large w ith  heavy wooden frames 

(Continued on Page 3)

MARCH  25-26 PROTESTS

Antiwar Group Urges Big Turnout
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Malcolm X  Speaks
The Federal Government’s 3.2

percent wage guidelines “ are 
tougher than those used during 
the Korean w a r period,”  accord­
ing  to  U AW  Vice-President Leon­
ard Woodstock. P rofits , however, 
are “ unguided”  Woodstock to ld 
un ion delegates to a recent 
U n ited  Auto  W orkers General 
Motors Conference.

“ In  1965,”  he reported, “ GM 
made $4,1)92,000,000 before taxes. 
This figures ou t to $11,200,000 a 
a day, $467,000 an hour, $7,785 a 
m inu te  and $130 a second. GM 
w orkers w ould have to earn a 
do lla r a m inute s tarting in  5851 
B.C. in  order to equal G M ’s p ro fit 
before taxes.”

Woodstock observed tha t i t  
w ou ld  take a w orker earning 
$8,000 a year more than ha lf a 
m illio n  years to equal G M ’s p ro ­
f its  fo r  1965.

* * *
T h e  Amalgamated Clothing 

W orkers (A F L -C IO ) has an­
nounced* tha t the un ion w il l  ex­
ceed President Johnson’s 3.2 per­
cent wage guidelines when nego­
tia tions w ith  the cotton garment 
industry  begin in  June. The
125,000 workers involved now 
earn an average of $1.70 an hour.

U nion President Jacob S. Potof- 
sky indicated the A C W A w ould 
ask fo r as least as much as they 
got last year when the union won 
increases of 10 cents an hour 
w h ich  amount to about 6 percent.

* * *
A  Catholic priest, Father D u- 

Bay, o f Los Angeles, has been at­
tem pting to organize 58,000 
Am erican priests in to  an A m er­
ican federation of priests fo r  w hat 
he calls “ professional freedom.”  
He reports tha t the groundwork 
has already been la id  fo r  two 
union locals.

The rebel priest, who has a l­
ready been transferred fo u r times 
fo r  his activ ities, was recently 
transferred again. He accused 
James Francis C ardinal M c ln ty re 
of transfe rring  priests “ who don’t 
agree w ith  his policies.”  Father 
DuBay’s latest transfer w i l l  result 
in  his tak ing  a pay cut from  
$175 to $125 a month.

DuBay said his union would

BOSTON
THE C IV IL  RIGHTS STRUGGLE: O ur 

O ne Year A fte r the Assassination o f 
M alco lm  X. Speaker: C lifto n  DeBerry, 
Socialist W orkers Party 1964 Presiden­
tia l candidate . Fri., M arch I I ,  8 p.m. 
295 H unting ton  Ave. Rm. 307. C ontrib . 
50c. Ausp. M ilita n t Labor Forum.

DETROIT
THE DELANO , C A LIF O R N IA . GRAPE 

STRIKE. Speaker: Edward Frankel o f the 
N otiona l Farmworkers Association. Fri., 
M arch I I ,  8 p.m. Debs H a ll, 3737 
W oodw ard . Ausp. Friday N ig h t Socialist 
Forum.

NEW  YORK 
W H O  KILLED M A LC O L M  X? An

analysis of the M alco lm  X m urder tr ia l 
by  Herman Porter. Fri., March I I ,  8:30 
p.m. 873 Broadway (a t 18th St.) C on­
tr ib . $1, students 50c. Ausp. M ilita n t 
Labor Forum.

* * *
BANQUET A N D  H O U S E W A R M IN G

to o ff ic ia lly  open the new headquarters 
of the Socialist W orkers Party and The 
M ilita n t. Sat., M arch 12. Beginning a t 
5:30 p.m. Program a t 8:30 p.m. W H E N  
W E  WERE 116, reminiscences by 
George Novack and H arry  Ring. 873 
Broadway. C on trib . $1.75.

T W IN  CITIES 
THE MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM DEM O ­

C R ATIC  PARTY A N D  THE 1966 ELEC­
TIO NS. Speaker: John Sumrall, active 
worker in the  Q uitm an, Miss, pro ject. 
Fri., M a rch  I I  8:30 p.m. 704 Hennepin 
Ave., Rm. 240 Ausp. Friday N igh t So­
c ia lis t Forum.

bargain fo r  the establishment of 
grievance machinery w ith in  the 
church, a tenure po licy to guar­
antee a hearing before a priest can 
be suspended, an end to “ a rb i­
tra ry  and oppressive”  transfers, 
freedom o f residence fo r  priests, 
and a “ professional salary.”

*  *  *

A FL-C IO  leaders are facing 
another possible slap in  the face 
from  the Johnson adm inistration 
when a new m in im um  wage b i l l  
comes before congress. Johnson is 
proposing an increase from  the 
curren t $1.25 an hour to $1.40 an 
hour th is year and up to $1.60 an 
hour in  1968. A  p idd ling  ad­
d itiona l proposal by the A FL-C IO  
w ould sandwich' in  a $1.50 wage 
to be introduced in  1967.

The union leaders’ m a jor cam­
paign to repeal section 14(b). o f 
the T a ft-H a rtle y  A c t has already 
been defeated in  the Senate and 
a ll reports indicate tha t the ir 
m in im um  wage proposals w il l  re ­
ceive the same treatment. •

S till uncovered b y . any m in i­
m um  wage laws are some 18 m il­
lion  Am erican workers.

* * *
There are now 163,500 private  

employe w e lfa re  and pension 
plans in  the U.S., most o f them 
the result o f union-negotiated 
agreements. According to the U.S. 
D epartm ent of Labor, fo u r-fifth s  
o f these plans include welfare 
benefits w i t h  hospitalization 
heading the lis t. The Labor De­
partm ent also reported a 20 per­
cent increase in  dental plans since 
1961.

Tom Leonard

N.Y. Antiwar Meet 
To Hear McGowan 
And Otto Nathan

NEW  YO R K —  On March 11 the 
Washington Heights Committee to 
End the W ar in  V ietnam w il l  hold 
its f irs t pub lic forum  in  the Wash­
ington Heights area of Manhattan 
since a street meeting of the com­
m ittee was attacked by a crowd 
o f counterrevolutionary Cubans 
last AugUst.

“ Should we bring  our boys home 
now?”  is the subject o f the forum , 
w hich w il l  feature F e lix  McGow­
an, fo rm er Catholic priest, and Dr. 
O tto Nathan, noted economist and 
close associate of the late D r. A l­
bert Einstein! O ther speakers w il l  
be Ron W olin o f the Veterans and 
Reservists CEWV, A lb e rt H in ton  
o f the Afro-Am ericans Against 
the W ar in  Vietnam, and Joseph 
Kay, chairman of the New Y ork  
Committee to B ring  the Troops 
Home Now.

The meeting w il l  begin at 8 
p.m. at the H o ly  Rood Church, 715 
West 179th St., near F t. Washing­
ton Ave.

Felix Greene to Report 
On Vietnam Visit in N.Y.

NEW  YO R K  —  F e lix  Greene, 
who recently spent five  weeks in  
China and three weeks in  north  
V ietnam  where he had an in te r­
v iew  w ith  Ho Chi M inh, w i l l  
discuss the V ietnam  w a r at a 
meeting here Saturday evening, 
M arch 12. I t  w il l  be held at the 
C om m unity Church, 40 East 35th 
St. and w il l  be co-sponsored by 
the Women’s In te rna tiona l League 
fo r Peace and Freedom and the 
Social A ction  Committee o f the 
Com m unity Church.

M r. Greene’s documentary film , 
China, recently completed an ex­
tended run  in  several New Y ork  
theaters and is cu rren tly  being 
shown in  60 other cities and 
towns.

The fo llow ing  is from  a speech 
M alcolm  X  gave in  D etro it on 
Feb. 14, 1965, the same day his 
home had been bombed and one 
week before he was assassinated.

Installment 18
Kennedy, Africa and the U.S.
W hat effect does the struggle 

over A fr ica  have on us? W hy 
should the b lack man in  Am erica 
concern h im self since he’s been 
away from  the A frica n  continent 
fo r  three or fo u r hundred years? 
Num ber one, you have to realize 
tha t up u n til 1959 A fr ica  was 
dominated by the colonial pow ­
ers. H aving complete, contro l over 
A frica , the colonial powers of 
Europe projected the -image of 
A frica  negatively. They always 
pro ject A frica  in  a negative ligh t: 
jung le  savages, cannibals ,nothing 
civilized. W hy then na tu ra lly  i t  
was so negative tha t i t  was nega­
tive  to you and me, and you and 
I  began to hate it. We d idn ’t  w ant 
anybody te lling  us anything 
about A frica , much less calling 
us A fricans. In  hating A frica  and 
in  hating the A fricans, we ended 
up hating ourselves, w ithou t even 
realiz ing it. Because you can’t 
hate the roots of a tree, and not 
hate the tree. You can’t  hate your 
o rig in  and not end up hating 
yourself. You can’t  hate A frica  
and not hate yourself.

You know yourself tha t we 
have been a people who hated 
our A frica n  characteristics. We 
hated our heads, we hated the 
shape of our nose, we wanted one 
of those long dove-like  noses, you 
know ; we hated the color o f our 
skin, hated the blood o f A frica  
tha t was in  our veins. O ur color 
became to us a chain —  we fe lt 
tha t i t  was hold ing us back; our 
color became to us like  a prison 
w hich we fe lt was keeping us con­
fined, not le tting  us go th is way 
or tha t way. We fe lt tha t a ll of 
these restrictions were based sole­
ly  upon our color ,and the psycho­
logical reaction to tha t w ould have 
to be tha t as long as we fe lt im ­
prisoned or chained or trapped by 
black skin, black features and 
b lack blood, tha t skin and those 
features and tha t blood holding 
us back autom atically had to be­
come hate fu l to  us.

Inferiority Complex
I t  made us feel in fe rio r; i t  made 

us feel inadequate; made us feel 
helpless. And when we fe ll v ic ­
tim s to th is feeling of inadequacy 
o r in fe r io r ity  o r helplessness, we 
turned to somebody else to show 
us the way. We d idn ’t  have con­
fidence in  another black man to 
show us the way, or black people 
to show us the way. In  those days 
we d idn ’t. We d idn ’t  th in k  a black 
man could do anyth ing except 
p lay some horns —  you know, 
make some sound and make you 
happy w ith  some songs and in  that 
way.

B u t in  serious things, where our 
food, clothing, shelter and educa­
tion  were concerned, we turned to 
the man. We never thought in  
terms o f b ring ing  these things in ­
to existence fo r  ourselves, we 
never thought in  terms o f  doing 
things fo r  ourselves. Because we 
fe lt helpless. W hat made us feel 
helpless was our hatred fo r our­
selves. And our hatred fo r  our­
selves stemmed from  our hatred 
fo r things A frican .

A fte r 1959 the sp irit o f A frican  
nationalism  was fanned to a high 
flam e and we then began to w it­
ness the complete collapse of 
colonialism. France began to get 
out of French West A frica , Bel­
g ium  began to make moves to get 
out o f the Congo, B rita in  began 
to make moves to get out of 
Kenya, Tanganyika, Uganda, N i­
geria and some of these other 
places. A nd although i t  looked like  
they were getting out, they pu lled

Excerpted from the book, M al­
colm X Speaks, with the permis­
sion of Merit Publishers, 5 East 
Third St., New York, N . Y. 10003. 
Price $5.95. Copyright 1965 by 
M erit Publishers.

a tr ic k  that was colossal.
When you’re p laying ba ll and 

they’ve got you trapped, you don’t  
th row  the ba ll away —  you th row  
i t  to one o f your teammates who’s 
in  the clear. A nd  th is is w hat the 
European powers did. They were 
trapped on the A frica n  continent, 
they couldn’t  stay there —  they 
were looked upon as colonial 
and im peria lis t. They had to pass 
the ba ll to  someone whose image 
was d iffe ren t, and they passed the 
ba ll to  Uncle Sam. A nd he picked 
i t  up and has been runn ing  i t  fo r 
a touchdown ever since. He was 
in  the clear, he was not looked 
upon as one who had colonized 
the A frican  continent. A t the time, 
the A fricans couldn’t  see tha t 
though the U nited States hadn’t  
colonized the A frican  continent, 
i t  had colonized 22 m illio n  blacks 
here on th is continent. Because 
we’re ju s t as thoroughly colonized 
as anybody else.

When the ba ll was passed to 
the U nited States, i t  was passed 
at the tim e when John Kennedy 
came to power. He picked i t  up 
and helped to run  it. He was one 
of the shrewdest backfie ld run ­
ners tha t h is to ry has ever record­
ed. He surrounded him self w ith  
intellectuals — h igh ly  educated, 
learned and w ell-in form ed people. 
A nd the ir analysis to ld  h im  tha t 
the government of Am erica was 
confronted w ith  a new problem. 
A nd th is new problem  stemmed 
from  the fact tha t A fricans were 
now awakened, they were en light­
ened, they were fearless, they 
w ould figh t. This meant tha t the 
Western powers couldn’t  stay 
there by force. Since th e ir own 
economy, the European economy 
and the Am erican economy, was 
based upon th e ir continued in ­
fluence over the A frica n  conti­
nent, they had to fin d  some means 
o f staying there. So they used the 
fr ie n d ly  approach.

They switched from  the old 
openly colonial im peria lis tic  ap­
proach to the benevolent ap­
proach. They came up w ith  some 
benevolent colonialism, ph ilan­
th rop ic colonialism, hum anitarian- 
ism, or dollarism . Im m ediate ly 
everyth ing was Peace Corps, Op­
eration Crossroads, “ We’ve got to 
help our A frican* brothers.”  P ick 
up on that: Can’t  help us in  M is­
sissippi. Can’t  help us in  Alabama, 
or D etro it, o r out here in  Dear­
born where some real K u  K lu x  
K lan  lives. They’re going to send 
a ll the w ay to  A frica  to help. I  
know  Dearborn: you know, I ’m  
from  D etro it, I  used to liv e  out 
here in  Inkster. And you had to 
go through Dearborn to  get to 
Inkster. Just like  d riv in g  through

Mississippi when you got to Dear­
born. Is i t  s t i l l  tha t way? W ell, 
you should straighten i t  out.

So, rea liz ing tha t i t  was neces­
sary to  come up w ith  these new 
approaches, Kennedy d id  it .  He 
created an image o f h im self tha t 
was s k illfu lly  designed to make 
the people on the A frica n  conti­
nent th in k  th a t he was Jesus, the 
great w h ite  father, come to make 
things righ t. I ’m  te llin g  you, some 
o f these Negroes cried harder 
when he died than they cried fo r 
Jesus when he was crucified.

John F. Kennedy also saw tha t 
i t  was necessary fo r  a new ap­
proach among the Am erican Ne­
groes. And during  his entire  term  
in  office, he specialized in  how 
to psycho the Am erican Negro. 
Now, a lo t o f you a ll don’t  like  
m y saying tha t —  but I  w ouldn ’t 
ever take a stand on tha t i f  I  
d idn ’t  know  w hat I  was ta lk ing  
about. B y liv in g  in  th is k in d  o f 
society, p re tty  much around them, 
and you know  w hat I  mean when 
I  say “ them,”  I  learned to study 
them. You can th in k  tha t they 
mean you some good oft-times, bu t 
i f  you look at i t  a l it t le  closer 
you’l l  see tha t they don’t  mean 
you any good. That doesn’t  mean 
there aren’t  some o f them who 
mean good. B u t i t  does mean tha t 
most o f them don’t  mean good.

Barnett-Kexmedy Deal
Kennedy’s new approach was 

pretending to go along w ith  us 
in  our struggle fo r  c iv il rights. 
He was another proponent of 
rights. B u t I  remember the expose 
tha t Look  magazine d id  on the 
M eredith s ituation in  M ississippi, 
showing tha t Robert Kennedy and 
Governor Barnett had made a deal, 
wherein the A tto rney  General was 
going to come down and try  to 
force M eredith in to  school, and 
B arnett was going to stand at the 
door and say, “ No, you can’t  come 
in.”  He was going to get in  any­
way, but i t  was a ll arranged in  
advance and then B arnett was 
supposed to keep the support of 
the w h ite  racists because tha t’s 
who he was upholding, and Ken­
nedy w ould  keep the support of 
the Negroes, because th a t’s who 
he’d be upholding. I t  was a cut- 
and-dried deal. A nd i t ’s not a 
secret; i t  was w ritten , they w rite  
about it. B u t i f  th a t’s a deal, how 
many other deals do you th in k  go 
down? W hat you th in k  is on the 
level is crookeder, brothers and 
sisters, than a pretzel, w hich is 
most crooked.

So in  m y conclusion I  w ould 
like  to po in t out tha t the approach 
tha t was used by the adm inistra­
tion r ig h t up u n til today was de­
signed s k ill fu l ly  to make i t  ap­
pear they were try in g  to  solve the 
problem  when they actually 
weren’t. They w ould deal w ith  the 
conditions, bu t never the cause. 
They on ly gave us tokenism. To­
kenism benefits on ly  a few. I t  
never benefits the masses, and the 
masses are the ones who have the 
problem, not the few. That one 
who benefits from  tokenism, he 
doesn’t  w ant to be around us any­
way —  tha t’s w hy he picks up on 
the token. The masses of our peo­
ple s t i l l  have bad housing, bad 
schooling and in fe rio r jobs, jobs 
tha t don’t  compensate w ith  su ffi­
cient salaries fo r them to ca rry  on 
the ir life  in  th is w orld . So tha t the 
problem  fo r  the masses has gone 
absolutely unsolved.

Next week: When I ’ll be wor­
ried.

NOT WAR

PEACE SEALS
50 -  $1.

Full Color 
Self- Adhesive

1220 N. Cummings 
L.A .,C alif. 90033
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A THOUGHT-CO NTRO L TRIAL

Why Soviet Writers Were Jailed
Sinyavsky's Defense Statement

On Feb. 25 the New Y o rk  Times reported that the M ilan  
paper, I I  Giorno, had obtained and published the transcript of 
the statement of defense made by Soviet w riter Andrei 
Sinyavsky. The following are excerpts from the Times account 
of the statement:

“ ‘Here I  am an outsider, but I  do not consider myself ah 
enemy. I  am a Soviet man and my works are not hostile.’

“These are the words of Andrei D. Sinyasky . . . used to 
describe himself in  his statement of defense before the Russian 
Republic’s Supreme Court sentenced him . . .

“M r. Sinyavsky charged that the prosecution had deliber­
ately misread and misinterpreted his works in an attempt to 
portray him as an anti-Semitic, a fascist and anti-Soviet . . .

“He also criticized the black-and-white depiction of reality  
by officially endorsed literature in the Soviet Union.

“ ‘According to the prosecution, literature is a form of agita­
tion and propaganda,’ the w riter said. ‘Agitation can only be 
Soviet or anti-Soviet. I f  it is not Soviet it  is anti-Soviet. I  cannot 
share this idea.’

“Criticizing Moscow’s preoccupation w ith  'anti-Soviet acts,’ 
the w riter described this standpoint as: ‘He who is not w ith  us 
is against us.’

“ ‘A t certain times, such as revolution, war or civil war,’ 
M r. Sinyavsky said, ‘this logic can be just, but it  is very dan­
gerous in time of peace —  above all when it is applied to 
w riting.’ ”

By George Saunders
The tr ia l o f the tw o Soviet 

w rite rs  Y u li M. Daniel (pen 
name, N iko la i A rzhak) and 
A ndre i D. S inyavsky (pen name, 
A bram  Tertz) and the severe 
sentences imposed on them have 
created an in te rnationa l scandal. 
Daniel was sentenced to  five  
years, and S inyavsky to seven 
both at hard labor. There has 
been widespread denunciation of 
the fake character of the public 
tr ia l, the w ay the tr ia l was re­
ported in  the Soviet press, the 
a ttitude of the K re m lin ’s h ire ling  
“ w rite rs ”  toward the tr ia l, etc.

I f  the tr ia l and the sentences 
were a mockery of “ socialist 
lega lity ,”  so were the earlie r de­
velopments in  the case. The tw o 
w rite rs  had been secretly a r­
rested and held since September
1965. W ord of th e ir arrest leaked 
out on ly  in  October. Protests by 
European and Am erican in te llec­
tuals, many o f them on the le ft, 
placed in te rnationa l pressure on 
the Soviet bureaucrats. Then, sur­
p ris in g ly *  a group o f Moscow stu­
dents (some reports say up to 200; 
some go as low  as 20) demon­
strated on Dec. 5 in  behalf of 
S inyavsky and Daniel.
, O nly under such pressures did 

the authorities acknowledge tha t 
the men were being held. Not 
u n til January did the Soviet public 
o ff ic ia lly  learn o f the case, when 
the authorities opened a smear 
campaign in  preparation fo r the 
tr ia l. The men were branded as 
renegades and tra itors. “ W ith

(Continued from  Page 1)
and neat gardens. Every cooking 
u tensil was smashed, every ba­
nana tree severed, every mattress 
was slashed.”

Since the 1954 Geneva Confer­
ence the U nited States govern­
m ent has been bu ild ing  m ilita ry  
bases and strategic highways on 
Vietnamese soil. M illions  o f dol­
la rs are spent on these areas 
w h ich  James Reston (ed ito ria l 
s ta ff o f the New Y ork  Times) 
claims are “ being constructed on 
a scale fa r  la rger than is neces­
sary to care fo r  the present level 
o f Am erican forces. Therefore i t  
is assumed tha t the bu ildup w il l  
continue w e ll beyond w hat has 
been announced so fa r.”

The U.S. base at Camranh in 
south V ietnam  is one o f the best 
na tu ra l ports in  Asia and is being 
developed in to  another Okinawa.

I t  is no wonder tha t President 
Johnson cannot te ll the tru th  
about the real character of the 
w ar —  about its horrors and its 
v io la tion  of Vietnamese freedom. 
LB J, like  Presidents Kennedy and 
Eisenhower before him , has had 
to lie  and d is to rt the real nature 
of the war. A  new language has 
been developed to make things 
appear to be something they are 
not. The hated d icta tor General 
K y  is portrayed as a ga llan t de­
fender of freedom. Gas w arfare

such m inions there can be no 
leniency,”  ra iled  Izvestia.

The tr ia l itse lf was not open to 
the general public. O nly inv ited  
persons were admitted. The pros­
ecutor placed the content of the ir 
w ritings in  the dock: they had 
besmirched ideals sacred to every 
Soviet man, he asserted. The 
press echoed him . The judges 
ru led accordingly..

One of the works introduced • 
in to  the tr ia l was D aniel’s short 
story, “ This Is Moscow Speaking.”  
The story begins w ith  a decision 
o f the Supreme Soviet. “ Paralle l 
w ith  the rise in  the standard of 
liv in g  . . . and in  accordance w ith  
the wishes of the to ilin g  masses,”  
the Supreme Soviet decrees a
“ Day of Public M urder.”  On this 
day, according to the decree, 
every citizen is granted the righ t, 
w ith in  the rules prescribed by the 
decree, to m urder any other c it i­
zen he wishes. The allusion is
more than transparent. How 
many crimes were com m itted on 
orders from  above, in  the name of 
socialism, and under pretext of
fu lf i l l in g  the wishes and fu rth e r­
ing the well-being o f the to iling  
masses!

No Slander
D uring  the tr ia l, according to 

Soviet reports, the judge waxed 
ind ignant over th is passage. “ Who 
can seriously believe tha t the
Soviet government could declare 
a Day of Permissible M urder?”  he 
asked.

“ I f  i t  is clear,”  Daniel answered, 
“ tha t no one could believe it, how

and chemical destruction of crops 
are described as humane methods 
of warfare. A  program  designed 
to destroy villages and relocate 
villagers in  armed camps was 
called “ Operation Sunrise.”  Am er­
ican combat troops were called 
“ advisors”  when the w ar was s ti l l  
considered a “ police action.”  The 
peasants who are fig h tin g  to pro­
tect th e ir homes and fam ilies 
against Am erican in te rvention  are 
reported to be enemies of the 
people. Even the w a r itse lf is 
presented as a means to peace.

Another aspect of th is ly in g  is 
the d istortion o f casualty figures 
by the government. Two A ustra­
lian  journa lists pointed out a 
couple of months ago tha t the 
U.S. m ilita ry  police in  Saigon was 
“  . . .  to  d ilu te  casualty figures 
in  smaller Am erican units by 
measuring them against the tota l 
force involved in  an engagement 
even though much or in  many 
cases most of the to ta l force had 
not fire d  a shot o r been fire d  at.”  
( New York Times, Dec. 7, 1965)

The resumption of bombing 
against north  V ietnam  a fte r John­
son’s latest “ peace offensive”  in ­
dicated the sheer hypocrisy of his 
“ peace”  ta lk . W hile  he was ta lk ing  
a b o u t  “ unconditional negotia­
tions”  he stepped up the bomb­
ing raids and attacks in  the south. 
He called the United Nations in to

tis tic  expression in  Soviet lite ra ­
ture. In  th is they expressed an 
aspiration tha t animates a large 
proportion o f Soviet intellectuals.

W hy did the Soviet authorities 
penalize these writers?

The Sinyavsky-Daniel a ffa ir  is 
pa rt o f a larger story. I t  is a 
stage is a contradictory process 
o f de-Stalinization, of a lternating 
freezes and thaws, tha t has been 
going on fo r  a decade and a half.

F irst, Daniel and S inyavsky re p -. 
resent a section of rebel youth 
and intellectuals tha t has crystal­
lized during  the de-Stalinization 
process. The works of these two 
are v iv id  expressions of a whole 
body of clandestine or semi-legal 
“ underground”  lite ra ture , tha t is, 
m a n u s c r i p t s  o r  h a n d - p r i n t e d  
w orks tha t circulate w ide ly  bu t 
w h ich  the censorship w il l  not al­
low  to be published.

Publish Outside
One way to get around the cen­

sor is to  cross the border. In  re­
cent years a grow ing num ber of 
w orks have tr ick led  out of the 
Soviet Union seeking publication 
in  the West. The works o f Tertz 
and A rzhak are enly outstanding 
examples. The Soviet authorities 
must have decided the tr ick le  had 
to  be stopped before i t  became a 
flood. The severe reprisals against 
these tw o are meant as a w arn ing  
to would-be m anuscript “ smug­
glers”  hereafter.

That a grow ing defiance of the 
censorship has aroused the au­
thorities ’ concern is suggested 
also by the increased number of 
clandestine student magazines. Re­
cently police arrested a group of 
graduate chemistry students at the 
U n ivers ity  o f Leningrad fo r c ir­
cu lating a magazine they called 
Koloko l ( The B e ll). That was the 
name of the exile magazine o f a 
Russian revo lu tionary of a cen­
tu ry  ago, A lexander Herzen; i t  
was smuggled the other w ay —  
from  the West in to  the tsarist 
empire.

Another student group fo r 
whose “ enlightenm ent”  Sinyavsky 
and Daniel m ay have been pun­
ished is SMOG, w hich organized 
several demonstrations fo r artis tic  
freedom in  1965, inc lud ing the 
one on Dec. 5 in  behalf of S inyav­
sky and Daniel. I t  was reported 
tha t some of SMOG’s leaders were 
detained recently in  connection 
w ith  the Sinyavsky-Daniel case.

N ot on ly the clandestine or “ i l ­
legal”  w rite rs  and intellectuals bu t 
also the libe ra l w ing  of the “ legal”  
or o ff ic ia lly  published w rite rs  
com m unity is threatened. This 
w ing  is represented by the journa l 
Novy M ir  and its ed itor A . Tvar- 
dovsky, a consistent defender of 
a rtis tic  experim ent and o f the 
r ig h t to trea t controversial sub­
jects. ( I t  was Novy M ir  tha t pub­
lished the novel o f a S ta lin  prison 
camp in  1962, fo r example.)

The libe ra liz ing  w rite rs  around 
N ovy M ir  have engaged in  fre ­
quent polemics w ith  an opposing 
group, whose views are neo- 
S ta lin is t and who w ant a much

tigh te r re in  on lite ra ture . The ir 
chief spokesman is V. Kochetov, 
ed itor of the m onth ly  O ktyabr. 
(Kochetov, incidenta lly, is r id i­
culed by name in  works by both 
Tertz and A rzhak.) S inyavsky 
and Daniel have been active con­
tr ibu to rs  to N ovy , M ir. S inyavsky 
partic ipated in  polemics against 
the Kochetov group, p a rticu la rly  
in  1960-61, when he e ffec tive ly  
defended young experim ental poets 
against hack critic ism  by the 
Kochetovs.

Here S inyavsky also represents 
an in te rm ed iary group in  the So­
v ie t lite ra ry -po litica l spectrum. A l­
though his basic outlook is “ i l ­
legal,”  tha t is, a rad ica l c ritique  
of the bureaucratic establishment, 
he is able to fin d  footholds and 
ledges in  the “ legal”  sphere, thanks 
to past de-Stalinizing by the 
bureaucracy, where he can wage 
a m eaningfu l anti-S ta lin ist figh t. 
Some w rite rs  stick s tr ic tly  to “ le ­
gal”  channels, re ly ing  on gradual 
concessions to u ltim a te ly  broaden 
the range of expression. B u t many, 
lik e  S inyavsky, hide a more rad i­
cal outlook and a c tiv ity  behind 
th e ir “ re fo rm is t”  w orkings w ith in  
the system.

The fact tha t S inyavsky and 
Daniel were secret rad ica l critics, 
w h ile  acting as moderate liberals, 
seems to have especially angered 
the authorities. The harsh sen­
tences, then, serve also as a w arn­
ing to any in  the Novy M ir  group 
who m igh t be fo llow ing  Sinyav- 
sky’s and D anie l’s path, a w arn ­
ing  not to use “ legal”  positions to 
serve radical antibureaucratic 
aims.

A  crack of the w h ip  over “ i l ­
legal”  w rit in g , a w arn ing  signal 
fo r “ legal”  critics, the tr ia l had 
one other meaning. I t  represented 
the realization o f personal revenge 
fo r certain more reactionary sec­
tions of the bureaucracy and pa rty  
apparatus who had been the chief 
butts o f these tw o w rite rs ’ r id i­
cule. The secret police, certa in 
sections of the party, the Kochetov 
group, etc., apparently took a 
special interest in  “ b ring ing  to 
justice”  these idolators who had 
made such unm erc ifu l fun  o f them.

B u t S inyavsky and Daniel w il l  
live  as heroes o f the battle  fo r 
freedom of expression long a fte r 
th e ir v itr io lic  persecutors have 
passed from  the scene.

New York 
House Warming
NEW  YO RK  —  The So­

cialist Workers Party w ill 
celebrate the opening of its 
spacious new hall at 873 
Broadway w ith a dinner and 
open house on Saturday eve­
ning, March 12.

Following the dinner a 
brief program w ill feature 
reminiscences on “When we 
were 116,” by George Novack 
and Harry Ring.

Antiwar Forces Seen on Rise
Spokesmen for the B rin g  the Troops Home Now N ew sletter 

have predicted large demonstrations on the March 25-26 In ­
ternational Days of Protest against the Vietnam War. “In  almost 
every major city in  the United States,” said a N ew sletter 
spokesman, “and in many smaller towns demonstrators w ill 
march, distribute literature, hold teach-ins, debates and rallies 
against the war in Vietnam. These demonstrations w ill be 
similar to those held last Oct. 15-16, when 100,000 people took 
part. A ll indications point to a much larger turnout this time.”

Two buttons are available from The Newsletter. One button 
reads “BRING THE TROOPS HOM E NOW !” in large letters 
and “Read the Newsletter” along the rim ; the other reads 
“B U ILD  M ARCH 25-26 D AYS OF PROTEST” and “Bring the 
Troops Home Now.” Both sell for 25c each; 20 or more, 15c 
each. W rite: The Newsletter, P.O. Box 317, Harvard Square, 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138.

could you suggest any slander is 
involved?”

The story by Daniel is not anti- 
Soviet, bu t w ithou t doubt i t  is 
very pessimistic. Im p lic it ly , the 
author tends to tu rn  inw ard ly, 
away from  “ th is cursed and 
marvellous country,”  w r it in g  fo r 
h im  being a k in d  o f re lig ion, a 
k ind  of opium tha t deadens the 
suffering he feels over things.

Cut o ff from  the Soviet masses, 
who, moreover, are not yet ex­
pressing themselves anywhere, 
s tifled by a bureaucracy tha t 
claims to speak out in the name 
of socialism, the Soviet in te llec­
tuals see no w ay out. In  the fie ld  
o f culture, aside from  research 
on sty lis tic  forms, the intellectuals 
are not attracted by the rank­
smelling democracy of the West, 
and they lack the social base to 
give stim ulus to the ir rebellion.

B u t despite th is the bureaucracy 
cannot bear such w ritin g s  tha t 
reveal its true image. No more 
than in  S ta lin ’s time, w il l  i t  per­
m it itse lf to be called by its 
r ig h t name. The tr ia l demonstrates 
tha t libera liza tion and democrati­
zation are not to be confused. 
L ibera liza tion has not changed 
t h i n g s  fundam entally. Society 
must act and th in k  in  conform ity 
w ith  orders from  above. In  ac­
cordance w ith  these orders, the 
intellectuals must produce works 
tha t of necessity lack life  and art.

D uring  the tr ia l, both Sinyavsky 
and Daniel denied any “ anti- 
Soviet”  intent. They defended 
the ir works on artis tic  grounds 
and called fo r fu l l  freedom of ar-

special session w h ile  convoking a 
council-of-war in  H aw aii to  dis­
cuss new plans fo r  ann ih ila tion 
and destruction and to bolster the 
regime of General K y . He flew  
his ambassadors around the w orld  
w h ile  increasing the deployment 
of troops to Vietnam.

Auericans have no more rig h t 
in  V ietnam  than the B ritish  had 
in  Am erica at the tim e of our own 
revolution. Johnson and his ad­
m in is tra tion  h a v e  consistently 
pursued a po licy designed in  ef­
fect to assure tha t the U.S. w ould 
determ ine the fu tu re  of V ietnam 
ra ther than the Vietnamese, and 
this has led the U.S. in to  a w ar 
whose sole purpose is to prevent 
the people of V ietnam  from  choos­
ing the ir own w ay of life . That 
is w hy the w ar is so b ru ta l and 
oppressive. I t  is a w ar against the 
Vietnamese people.

No Stake
The m a jo rity  of Americans 

have no desire to intervene in  
other countries. They have no 
stake in  supporting a bru ta l and 
un just w a r against the V ie t­
namese people. N either south nor 
north  V ietnam  has attacked nor 
comm itted any other act of ag­
gression against the U.S. W hat do 
Americans have to gain by k i l l ­
ing thousands o f Vietnamese and 
creating hundreds o f thousands of 
refugees? W hat does the ord inary 
American w in  by backing up a 
m ilita ry  d ic ta tor whose self-pro­
claimed hero is A dolph H itle r?

The Am erican youth who die in  
V ietnam  are v ictim s of Johnson’s 
po licy as much as the Vietnamese. 
To prevent the slaughter of 
thousands o f innocent Americans 
and Vietnamese, the U.S. must get 
out of V ietnam  and b ring  the 
troops home now.

On M arch  25-26 there w i l l  be 
In te rna tiona l Days o f Protest. Dem­
onstrations w il l  be held in  cities 
a ll over the w orld . Everyone who 
feels tha t the w ar in  V ietnam  is 
wrong should help bu ild  these 
demonstrations and voice the ir op­
position. Demand tha t Johnson 
end the w a r now. Demand tha t 
the r ig h t of self-determ ination fo r 
the people of V ietnam  be re­
spected. B R IN G  TH E  TROOPS 
HOME NOW.

... Large Turnout Urged for March 25-26
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Dominican Double Cross
U.S. occupation forces, w hich  are a llegedly there to preserve 

“ freedom ,”  are standing q u ie tly  b y  in  Santo Domingo w h ile  a 
r ig h t-w in g  m ilita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  is being fastened on the people.

Accord ing to  the “ settlem ent”  forced on the Dom inican Con­
stitu tiona lis ts  at the p o in t o f a U.S. gun, the leaders o f both the 
m ilita ry  and the C onstitu tionalists were supposed to leave the 
country. Th is was pure fraud. C onstitu tiona lis t leaders le f t  w h ile  
the m ilita ris ts  contented themselves w ith  sending a few  ju n io r  
o fficers abroad.

Now, in te rim -P res iden t Garcia-Godoy, a U.S. appointee, has 
named tw o  top generals to his cabinet. Dominicans described th is 
as “ a v ir tu a l coup d ’etat w ith o u t the overthrow  o f the govern­
m ent.”

In  a m onum ental d isplay o f hypocrisy, i t  is being explained 
tha t Garcia-G odoy’s on ly a lte rna tive  to include the generals in  h is 
governm ent was to  use force against them  and he is resolved to 
avoid the use o f force. That statement m igh t w e ll be accompanied 
by the news photo of last m onth showing one o f h is palace guard 
shooting a student dem onstrator in  the back.

B u t the hypocrisy is not m erely Garcia-G odoy’s. H is course 
is being dictated by the real power o f government —  the U.S. 
occupation force. This force suddenly became rem arkab ly hesitant 
at “ in te rfe r in g " in  Dom inican affa irs. For example, i t  was on ly  a 
few  months ago tha t they decided th a t Col. Wessin y Wessin was 
ge tting  in  the w ay o f w ha t they wanted to do and they sim p ly 
took h im  a t gunpo in t and fle w  h im  out o f the country.

The hard fact is th a t the step-by-step handing o f the power 
over to  the m ilita ry  is in  accord w ith  U.S. po licy and plans. When 
the people o f Santo Dom ingo were armed and ready fo r  battle  
the U.S. could not impose a new m ilita ry  d ictatorsh ip  on them 
except b y  a most ferocious ba ttle  —  one th a t they d id  not con­
sider tac tica lly  advisable a t the time.

Instead they imposed th e ir  crooked deal on the leaders o f the 
C onstitu tiona lis t m ovement so th a t they could achieve a step at a 
tim e  w ha t they could not do a t one b low  —  fasten a murderous 
new d ictatorsh ip  on the Dom inican people.

... Malcolm X  Murder Trial
(Continued from  Page 1) 

one year at the tim e they par­
tic ipated in  the assassination Feb. 
21, 1965. He said the man was 
dark skinned, very husky, and 
had a beard. Johnson, who has 
been accused o f f ir in g  the shotgun, 
has a ve ry  lig h t complexion. Hay­
er explained he was w illin g  to 
describe the man because he had 
already been described by an earl­
ie r defense witness.

Ernest Greene, a 21-year-old 
fo rm er M uslim , had appeared as 
B u tle r ’s eyewitness on Feb. 24, 
and testified to seeing a stout, 
dark, bearded man shoot Malcolm 
X  w ith  a shotgun.

Dermody recalled the testimony 
o f the f irs t “ secret witness”  from  
whose testim ony reporters had 
been barred. The secret witness 
had testified that B u tle r had been 
involved in  a scuffle near the 
sta irw ay tha t leads from  the en­
trance  o f the ballroom  down to 
the entrance o f the bu ild ing . The 
Witness claimed to have knocked 
B u tle r down the stairs and that 
H ayer had jumped over B u tle r on 
the w ay out.

H ayer denied seeing any scuf­
flin g  near the stairs o r seeing any­
one. knocked down the stairs. “ I 
was shot. I  d idn ’t  do any jum p­
ing,”  he said. When asked about 
i t  again, he said: “ I  couldn’t  jum p 
over anybody.”  Hayer was shot in  
in  the leg.

In  his cross-examination o f Hay­
er, Derm ody harped on the fact 
tha t H ayer had lied when he tes­
tif ie d  in  his own behalf on Feb. 
23 and denied having any pa rt in 
the crime. He also tried to show 
th a t Hayer was a M uslim . This is 
an im portan t po in t in the case, 
fo r i f  Hayer is not a M uslim  there 
is every reason to believe he told 
the tru th  in  his confession, and 
tha t the M uslim s were not in ­
volved in  the assassination.

The question raised by Hayer’s 
confession is who paid fo r the 
m urder o f M alcolm  X? W hile  i t

is generally assumed tha t E lijah  
M uhammad’s organization wanted 
Malcolm  out of the way i t  should 
be borne in  m ind tha t those who 
pro fited  the most from  his revo lu­
tionary  voice being silenced was 
the ru lin g  class o f th is  country.

Dermody has not proved so fa r 
tha t Hayer was a M uslim . Cary 
Thomas, the f irs t eyewitness, 
claimed to know tha t Hayer was a 
member of the Jersey C ity  mos­
que, though he testified he’d never 
been to tha t mosque. Vernal Tem­
ple, the second eyewitness, claimed 
to have seen Hayer function as a 
guard in  the H arlem  mosque and 
s trike  someone, who was causing 
a disturbance, a karate b low  on 
tha t occasion. Now, Dermody is 
try in g  to show tha t H ayer was a 
member of the N ewark mosque.

Dermody has produced tw o 
photographs of groups in  karate 
garb, apparently includ ing Hayer. 
F rank lin  (X )  D urant testified 
Feb. 24 tha t he, a member of 
Mosque 25 in  Newark, had taken 
the photos at a bazaar held in  the 
mosque during  the spring o f 1963. 
He identified Hayer in  the photos 
and said Hayer introduced him self 
as Talmadge, bu t went on to testi­
fy  tha t Hayer was not a member 
of the mosque. He said most of 
the others in  the photos were not 
Muslims to his knowledge. D urant 
said he never saw Hayer in  the 
mosque on any occasion a fte r that. 
Reportedly, the karate exh ib ition 
was pu t on by a karate school in 
Newark, bu t th is was never 
brought out in  the testimony.

A  num ber of other witnesses 
have testified fo r B u tle r includ­
ing: G loria  (11X) W ills  and
Juanita (8X ) Gibbs who said 
they spoke to B u tle r at his home 
on the telephone ju s t after the 
assassination, between 3:05 and 
3:30 p.m. Dr. Kenneth Seslowe 
testified to trea ting  B u tle r fo r an 
infection of the veins in  his r ig h t 
leg on the m orning of the assas­
sination.

The fo llow ing open le tte r to 
Fidel Castro was sent on Feb. 1 
by the United Secretariat, the 
highest body of the Fourth  In te r­
national. The translation is by 
W orld Outlook.

We have ju s t read the fu l l  text 
of your closing speech at the 
F irs t T ricontinenta l Conference, 
as published by Prensa Latina  
Jan. 20, 1966. On the one hand 
this speech is imbued w ith  an in ­
comparable revo lu tionary sp irit, 
as when you procla im  that “ fo r 
Cuban revolutionaries the ba ttle - 
g r o u n d  against im peria lism  
covers the whole globe,”  when 
you promise tha t “ revo lu tionary 
movements in  any corner of the 
globe can count on Cuban com­
batants,”  when you te ll the 
American im peria lists once again 
tha t the on ly way they can gain 
peace is to get out o f V ietnam, 
when you call upon the L a tin - 
American revolutionists to extend 
armed struggle to an ever grow ­
ing number of countries in  order 
to make it  impossible fo r the 
im peria lists to concentrate the ir 
forces against the revo lu tionary 
forces of a sister people. Reading 
this part of your speech we feel 
in  so lidarity  more than ever w ith  
th is orientation and line  o f action.

B ut on the other hand the 
speech also levels systematic, 
slanderous attacks against T ro t­
skyism, the T ro tsky is t movement 
and the T ro tskyis t program as a 
whole, attacks whose un justified  
nature is fe lt by us w ith  the 
deepest indignation and revu l­
sion.

The “ dossier”  you placed be­
fore the partic ipants at the F irs t 
T ricontinenta l Conference and o f­
fered to w orld  public opinion is 
made up of amalgams and l in k ­
ages w h ich  collapse at the s ligh t­
est touch under objective exam­
ination.

You make much of the asser­
tions of one Felipe Albaguante, 
according to whom Che Guevara 
was quite lik e ly  assassinated in 
Cuba. You present th is person as 
the “ leader of the Mexican T ro t­
skyists”  on the basis o f a dispatch 
issued by the UPI, an im peria list 
press agency. B u t this Felipe 
A lbaguante is not the “ leader”  or 
even a member of the Mexican 
T ro tskyist organization. This is 
not his f irs t provocation; he made 
a provocative declaration on 
Nov. 26, 1963, a ttribu ting  Os­
w a ld ’s assassination by Jack 
Ruby to the Communist Party. 
On Nov. 30, 1963, Comrade P ierre 
Frank, speaking fo r the United 
Secretariat of the Fourth  In te r­
national, denied in  the most 
categoric way tha t th is person 
had anyth ing whatsoever to do 
w ith  Trotskyism  and the Fourth  
International. This declaration 
was sent to  Cuba, to  you per­
sonally, as w e ll as to many other 
Cuban officials.

I f  i t  was a question o f ascer­
ta in ing  the tru th , and not of 
tak ing  the U P I dispatch as a 
p re text fo r attacking the T ro t­
skyist movement, you could have 
asked your research services — . 
w hich are e ffic ien t —  fo r  m at­
eria l about the provocateur A lba ­
guante; and these services w ould 
then have brought our Nov. 30, 
1963, statement to your attention.

Gilly Articles
You l in k  up the declaration of 

th is person w ith  the articles by 
A dolfo  G illy  published in the 
le ftis t weeklies Marcha and 
Nuovo Mondo as w e ll as in  the 
M onth ly Review. I t  must f irs t  o f 
a ll be pointed out th a t the ex­
cerpts from  G illy  w h ich  you re fer 
to say noth ing at a ll about Che 
Guevara’s alleged assassination; 
they say only tha t Che Guevara 
le ft Cuba because of po litica l d if ­
ferences w ith  you. To place on 
the same plane provocative decla­
rations about Che’s alleged as­
sassination and the hypothesis of 
differences between Che and you

is lo  m anufacture an amalgam. 
This is a dishonest method of 
engaging in  polemics and leve l­
ing accusations. You likewise 
manufacture an amalgam when 
you place on the same plane the 
provocative declarations of A lba ­
guante and a quotation from  the 
newspaper La Batalla, organ of 
the POUM (Partido Obrero de 
U n ificacion M arx is ta ) , w hich does 

1 not belong to the Fourth  In te r­
national and which spoke on ly of 
differences between you and Che 
Guevara.

You next make a lin k  between 
G illy  and a group tha t calls itse lf 
T ro tsky is t w h ich  sp lit from  the 
Fourth In te rnationa l and which 
is led by one Juan Posadas. You 
focus attention on the irrespon­
sible critic ism s which th is group 
directs at Cuba and its  govern­
ment, p a rticu la rly  w ith  regard to 
Che’s leaving Cuba and the a l­
leged inadequate aid Cuba gave 
to the Dominican revolutionists. 
You know tha t the irresponsible 
positions of th is group are no t at 
a ll the positions o f the Fourth 
In ternational, the organization 
founded by Leon Trotsky, organ­
ized on a w orld  scale, represented

Fide l Castro

by magazines, periodicals and o f­
fic ia lly  edited bu lle tins in  a great 
many countries and which are 
sent both to Cuba and to its rep­
resentatives abroad. These pub­
lications prin ted an artic le  by 
Comrade Joseph Hansen, ed itor 
of the T ro tskyis t newspaper in  
the U nited States, The M ilitan t, 
entitled “ A  New F ie ld o f Battle  
fo r Che Guevara,”  w hich gives 
a responsible in te rpreta tion of 
Che’s departure from  Cuba.

Official Position
On Jan. 20 we again sent you 

our o ffic ia l position expressly on 
Che’s leaving Cuba. I t  is now 
your du ty  to make clear to  the 
in ternationa l revo lu tionary audi­
ence tha t only a small faction of 
splitters adopted an irresponsible 
attitude on th is  question, the o f­
fic ia l bodies o f the Fourth  In te r­
national and the overwhelm ing 
m a jo rity  of the in te rnationa l 
T ro tskyist movement showing 
themselves on th is occasion as 
always to be stubborn defenders 
of the Cuban Revolution. U n­
fo rtuna te ly  th is rectifica tion  w il l  
not be forthcom ing because your 
good fa ith  was not abused. The 
te x t of your speech leads one in  
fact to d raw  the conclusion tha t 
you are u tiliz in g  the confusion in  
order to try  to discredit and at­
tack the T ro tskyis t movement as 
a whole. To take bu t one example 
—  you w e ll know  tha t the organ 
presenting the views o f the I ta l­
ian Trotskyists is not the one 
w ith  an ins ign ifican t c ircu lation 
w hich you cite (Lo tta  Operaia) 
bu t Bandiera Rossa w h ich has 
been in existence fo r almost ten 
years, which has a c ircu la tion  in  
the thousands among the vanguard 
of the workers movement, in ­
cluding the Ita lian  Communist 
Party, and w h ich  was the firs t  
Ita lia n  publication to reproduce

the Second Declaration of Ha­
vana.

How else can the scandalous 
passages of your speech be in ­
terpreted where, fo r example, you 
say, “ th is discredited th ing, th is 
antih istoric th ing, th is fraudu len t 
th ing  which emanates from  in ­
d iv iduals so known to be at the 
service of Yankee im perialism , as 
is the program  of the Fourth  
In te rnationa l.”  (Prensa Latina , p. 
11.) O r aga in ,' in  re la tion to 
Guatemala:

“ W hat the Fourth  In te rnationa l 
thus committed was a true  crime 
against the revo lu tionary move­
ment, to  isolate i t  from  the rest 
o f the people, to isolate i t  from  
the masses, by corrup ting  i t  w ith  
the stupidities, the d iscredit and 
the repugnant and nauseating 
th ing  tha t is T rotskyism  today 
w ith in  the fie ld  o f politics. For 
i f  Trotskyism  represented at a 
certain stage an erroneous posi­
tion, bu t a position w ith in  the 
fie ld  of po litica l ideas, T ro t­
skyism became in  la te r years a 
vu lgar instrum ent of im peria lism  
and reaction.”  (ib id . p. 11-12.)

Shameful A ct
I t  is shameful, Comrade F idel 

Castro, to  u tilize  your prestige 
and the adm iration and affection 
which the revo lu tionary  masses 
of the entire  w orld  feel fo r the 
Cuban Revolution to d ig  out of 
the dustbin of h is to ry the slan­
ders and lies tha t no one dares to 
utter, even in  the Soviet Union 
itse lf, a fte r the tw entie th  and 
twenty-second congresses of the 
Communist P arty  of the Soviet 
Union!

Trotskyism  has become “ a 
vu lgar instrum ent of im peria lism  
and reaction” ? A t w ha t time? 
W hat are the proofs? Sta lin  as­
sassinated the m a jo rity  o f the 
members of the Central Com­
m ittee of the CPSU o f Len in ’s 
day, tens of thousands o f Old 
Bolsheviks, inc lud ing Leon T ro t­
sky himself, the founder o f the 
Red A rm y, under the v ile  and 
slanderous accusation o f being 
“ agents o f Nazi im peria lism .”  A t 
the end of the w ar, the archives 
were opened, tons of documents 
were searched from  top to bot­
tom w ith  the partic ipa tion  of 
Soviet judges, the Nuremberg 
tr ia ls  took place —  not a docu­
ment, not a line, could be pro­
duced in  support o f this slander­
ous accusation. The tw entie th  
congress of the Communist pa rty  
of the Soviet U nion revealed that 
the “ confessions”  m a d e  b y  
S ta lin ’s victim s were w rung  from  
them through to rtu re  and other 
barbarous and inhuman means. 
No reasonable person gives the 
slightest credence any longer to 
these slanders. And i t  is you, the 
great leader of the Cuban Revo­
lu tion , the man who said tha t the 
revolution above a ll needs the 
tru th , who is exhum ing these in ­
famous slanders b u r i e d  b y  
history!

A fte r the te rrib le  experience 
w ith  S talin, no one w il l  accept 
accusations w ithou t proofs no 
m atter w ha t the au tho rity  of the 
accuser. Take care tha t your i r ­
responsible accusations do not 
tu rn  against you and —  despite 
our efforts —  gravely d iscredit 
the m agnificent, the im m orta l 
Cuban R evolution itself.

For contrary to w ha t you seem 
to imagine, the w o rld  T ro tskyist 
movement today is no longer a 
handfu l of persecuted people 
w ithou t an audience, w ithou t in ­
fluence, unknown and isolated 
from  the masses. Thanks to its 
heroic resistance to the m urder­
ous assault of S ta lin  and S ta lin ­
ism; thanks to its courageous and 
enduring partic ipation in  a ll the 
mass movements, T rotskyism  to­
day is w ide ly known and rec­
ognized by the revo lu tionary 
vanguard in many countries. A nd 
this vanguard w il l  address nu ­
merous questions to you which 
you w il l  find  i t  embarrassing to 
answer, Comrade F idel Castro:

F o u r t h  I n t ' l  C h a l l e n g es Castro to Confrontation on Charges
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Castro to Confrontation on Charges

IN  CUBA. Farrell Dobbs (a t the right), national secretary of 
Socialist Workers Party during his 1960 tour of Cuba. On his re­
turn he made defense of Cuban revolution a central theme of his 
presidential campaign against anti-Cubans Kennedy and Nixon.

Is Comrade Hugo Blanco a 
“ vu lgar instrum ent of im peri­
alism and reaction”  —  Hugo 
Blanco, who organized the poor 
peasants in  his own country, led 
them in occupying the land stolen 
from  them by the proprietors, 
brought them to resist arms in 
hand the repressive measures 
undertaken by the arm y and the 
proprietors, thereby a c  t u a l l y  
launching the Peruvian Revolu­
tion to w hich you attach so much 
importance in  you r speech?

Are  the T ro tsky is t m ilitan ts  of 
B o liv ia  “ vu lgar instrum ents of 
im peria lism  and reaction,”  the 
m ilitan ts  at the head o f the 
armed m iners who dealt the firs t 
m ilita ry  defeat to reaction in 
the ir country in  the battle  of 
Sora-Sora? Is Comrade Cesar 
Lora  a "vu lg a r instrum ent of im ­
peria lism  and reaction,”  th is 
trade-union leader fo u lly  m u r­
dered by the reaction whose 
funera l procession, attended by 
thousands of miners, constituted 
a veritab le  challenge to the 
m ilita ry  .  dictatorship? O r Com­
rade Hugo Gonzales Moscoso, 
whose arrest was protested by 
thousands of students and w o rk ­
ers in  La Paz in  a spontaneous 
strike?

Is Comrade K anai Pal a “ v u l­
gar instrum ent of im peria lism  
and reaction,”  K anai Pal, the 
T ro tsky is t deputy in  the legis­
la tu re  of East Bengal, arrested 
fo r his in transigent fid e lity  to 
pro letarian internationalism , fo r 
his refusal to  support the bour­
geoisie of his own country against 
the Chinese workers state?

Are the Trotskyists o f the
U nited States, who were among 
the f irs t to raise the banner of 
defense of the Cuban Revolution 
w ith in  the ve ry  heart of the main
im peria lis t stronghold in  the
w orld  —  are they “ vu lgar in ­
struments o f im peria lism  and
reaction” ? W hat about Comrade 
F a rre ll Dobbs, presidentia l can­
didate of the Socialist W orkers 
party, who made defense o f the 
Cuban Revolution the main p lank 
in  his electoral campaign in  1960 
and toured the entire  country, 
speaking out in  defense o f th is 
Revolution?

Support Revolutions
A re the French Trotskyists 

“ vu lgar instrum ents of im pe ri­
alism,”  they who were the f irs t in  
the ir country to organize po litica l 
and m ateria l aid fo r the A lgerian 
Revolution, at a tim e when the 
French Communist Party  con­
sidered the leaders o f th is  revo lu­
tion  to be “ putschist adven­
turers” ?

A re  the Trotskyists “ vu lgar in ­
struments of im peria lism ”  —  the 
Trotskyists who are organizing, 
a iding and prom oting committees 
today in  fo r ty  countries o f the 
w orld  to m obilize the masses w ith  
the aim  of fo rc ing  the uncondi­
tiona l w ithd raw a l o f the A m er­
ican troops from  V ietnam  in  
order to  help the National L ib e r­
ation F ron t and the Vietnamese 
Revolution to win?

No, Comrade F ide l Castro, fo r 
the f irs t tim e, no one w il l  believe

N.Y. Forum Slated 
On Havana Parley

NEW  YO RK  —  “The T r i-  
continental Conference: New  
Stage in Cuban Politics?” 
w ill be discussed by Harry  
Ring, staff w riter for The 
M ilita n t, at a meeting of the 
M ilitant Labor Forum on 
Friday evening, March 18. 
In  addition to the conference 
itself, he w ill discuss the 
Havana-Peking r if t  and Cas­
tro’s attack on “Trotskyism.”

The meeting w ill be held 
at the M ilitant Labor Forum 
H all at 873 Broadway.

you when you launch th is slan­
der; and i t  w il l ricochet — 
through your fa u lt — in ju rin g  the 
prestige and the hearing given 
the Cuban Revolution throughout 
the w orld.

To give a semblance of po litica l 
jus tifica tion  to your un justifiab le  
attack upon Trotskyism , you 
touch b rie fly  on the ease of 
Guatemala, insinuating t h a t  
“ where a vast revo lu tionary fron t 
has united the immense m a jo rity  
of the people and has closely 
grouped d iffe ren t sectors of the 
population around the liberation 
movement in the struggle against 
im peria lism , to Trotskyites th is is 
absurd, i t  is counterrevolution­
ary.”

We give whole-hearted support 
to the gue rrilla  movement in 
Guatemala. We do not know  who 
is responsible fo r the division tha t 
has occurred in  th is movement, 
although your account would 
im p ly  tha t the responsib ility  does 
not lie  w ith  Comandante Yon 
S o s a  bu t w ith  Comandante 
Turcios since you praise h im  be­
cause he “ broke away from  the 
‘13th of November Movement.’ ”  
A t least i t  is a strange w ay to 
uphold the idea of a united an ti- 
im peria lis t revo lu tionary fro n t — 
g lo rify ing  a sp lit in th is  fro n t 
under p re text tha t i t  is impossible 
to collaborate w ith  anyone who 
collaborates w i t h  Trotskyists. 
W hatever the case may be, we 
object most strenuously to your 
insinuation tha t the Trotskyists, 
in  Guatemala, Vietnam, or any­
where else consider the establish­
ment o f a united an ti-im peria lis t 
fro n t to  be “ absurd”  o r “ counter­
revo lu tionary.”  This is an added 
slander.

The Trotskyists, the revo lu tion­
ary M arxists, are partisans of the 
broadest united an ti-im peria lis t 
fron t, o f the sincere collaboration 
o f a ll the forces w ith in  the col­
onial revo lu tion ready to deal 
blows against the im peria lis t 
enemy. B u t they add tw o lessons 
from  history, tw o lessons fo r­
mulated by Lenin, tw o lessons 
tha t the whole course o f the revo­
lu tion  since 1917 has continua lly 
confirmed.

F irs t, the party  of the w ork ing  
class and the poor peasants must 
under no p re text give up its o r­
ganizational independence w ith in  
th is united an ti-im pe ria lis t fron t, 
fo r only the p ro le ta ria t and poor 
peasantry are capable of figh ting  
im peria lism  w ithou t reservation 
or hesitation up to the very end. 
Second, i f  — under pretext of 
constitu ting a united a n ti- im p e ri­
a lis t fro n t and w inn ing  over the 
“ national bourgeoisie”  to th is

fro n t — the program, the slogans, 
the forms and methods of action 
are shaped to f it ,  not the aspira­
tions of the masses and the pos­
s ib ilities open to them, bu t u n ity  
w ith  the “ nationa l”  bourgeoisie, 
then leadership of the an ti­
im peria list movement is abdicated 
and w hat is constituted in fact is 
a “ bloc of classes”  w ith  the bour­
geoisie and under its direction. The 
outcome is defeats and disasters of 
the bloodiest kind.

W ithout going fu rth e r back, i t  
is su ffic ien t to cite tw o recent 
cases. In  B razil the whole move­
ment was subordinated to the 
directives and in itia tives  o f a 
Goulart, who could only capitu­
late before im peria lism . In  Indo­
nesia the same k ind  o f bloc, 
named NASEKOM, ended in  the 
massacre of 100,000 Communists 
and the im prisonm ent o f another
100,000 m ilitants. These tw o cases 
show tha t the teachings and 
warnings of the Trotskyists in  
th is respect are not w ithou t 
foundation.

This is also w hat the Cuban 
people c learly proclaimed in  the 
Second Declaration o f Havana, 
thus pu tting  down as false the 
policy pursued by the Communist 
parties and confirm ing the cor­
rectness of the theory of per­
manent revolution:

“ In  the present h istorica l con­
ditions o f La tin  America, the na­
tiona l bourgeoisie cannot lead the 
antifeudal and an ti-im peria lis t 
struggle. Experience has demon­
strated tha t in  our countries, even 
when the ir interests run  counter 
to those of Yankee im peria lism , 
th is class has always been incap­
able of resistance due to  fear of 
the social revo lu tion and the ex­
ploited masses.”

As early as 1905, T ro tsky said 
the same th ing  in  his theory of 
permanent revolution. W herever 
the revo lu tionary workers move­
ment took the leadership o f the 
revolution, guiding i t  un in te r­
rup ted ly up to the v ic to ry  o f the 
socialist revo lu tion i t  h a s  
trium phed. This was the case in 
Russia in  1917, in  Yugoslavia in 
1945, in  China in  1949, in  N orth 
V ietnam in  1954, in  Cuba 1959- 
60. W herever i t  has abdicated, 
handing over th is leading ro le to 
other classes or to other social 
forces, the outcome has been a 
bloody defeat. This is w hat the 
Trotskyists, armed w ith  the les- 
sions of a ha lf century of rev­
o lu tionary experiences, h a v e  
continua lly  proclaimed.

Your attack against the T ro t­
skyists w il l  ob jective ly reinforce 
the opportunists in  L a tin  America 
who in  practice re ject the teach­

ings of the Second Declaration of 
Havana, the teachings of the 
Cuban Revolution, and who con­
tinue to peddle the “ peaceful 
road”  and an “ alliance w ith  the 
national bourgeoisie.”  And this 
can have grave consequences fo r 
the La tin -A m erican revolution.

You dared, fin a lly , to charac­
terize the program of the Fourth 
In ternationa l and the organization 
itse lf as “ an tih is to ric”  and “ dis­
credited.”

S ta lin  and the Soviet bureauc­
racy attempted to discredit T ro t­
skyism. In  1937, at the tim e of the 
infamous Moscow Tria ls, T rotsky 
hurled his celebrated prophecy in  
the faces of the masters of the 
K rem lin : “ The revo lu tion w il l
open a ll the secret archives, re ­
v iew  a ll the tria ls, rehabilita te 
the slandered, raise monuments 
to the victim s, swear an ever­
lasting malediction on the ex­
ecutioners. S ta lin  w il l  disappear 
from  the scene under the w eight 
of his crimes as the gravedigger 
of the revolution and the most 
sinister figu re  in  h istory.”  A t the 
time, T ro tsky hard ly  had an o r­
ganization, his friends and par­
tisans were being murdered in  
great numbers; S ta lin  stood at 
the head of one o f the w o rld ’s 
p rinc ipa l powers w hich emerged 
victorious in the second w orld  
war.

B u t a quarter o f a century la ter 
T ro tsky ’s prophecy has largely 
come true. Today in  the USSR 
a n d  among the Communist 
parties, despite the monstrous 
fa ls ifications launched against 
Trotsky, despite the d ifficu lties  
tha t m ilitan ts often experience in 
try in g  to gain access to T ro tskyis t 
lite ra ture, between T ro tsky and 
Stalin, i t  is certa in ly  not the 
form er who is “ discredited”  bu t 
ra ther the one who besmirched 
the banner o f socialism by or­
ganizing such crimes as the 
“ purges”  and setting up con­
centration camps about which 
m illions o f the citizens in  the 
workers states today know at 
least a pa rt o f the tru th .

Marxism of Today
Trotskyism , a n antih istoric 

undertaking? I t  is the M arx ism  of 
our epoch, and those who w ish to 
develop in a creative and liv in g  
w ay the M arx is t analysis of the 
problems of contem porary im ­
perialism, of monopoly cap ita l­
ism, of the colonial revolution, of 
the construction o f socialist soci­
ety, are continually  obliged to 
d rin k  at th is spring.

Trotskyism , a n antih istoric 
undertaking? B u t since the sec­
ond w orld  w ar, from  Chile to 
Japan, from  Great B rita in  to 
Argentina, f r o m  Ceylon to 
Belgium, from  Greece and Ita ly  
to the U nited States, young so­
cialists and communists, the van­
guard o f the young workers and 
students, keep m oving in  large 
numbers toward Trotskyism .

Trotskyism , a n antih istoric 
undertaking? Trotskyism  is the 
struggle fo r the in te rnationa l ex­
tension o f the socialist revolution, 
fo r the overthrow  o f the capita list 
regime in  a ll countries, fo r the 
organization of a dictatorship of 
the p ro le ta ria t based upon genu­
ine democracy fo r the workers 
and poor peasants, fo r the or­
ganization o f the w orkers state 
on the basis o f dem ocratically 
elected committees of workers 
and poor peasants, fo r the elabo­
ra tion  and democratic contro l of 
planning, fo r the management o f 
the plants by the w orkers them ­
selves, fo r the free p lay of a rt 
and culture, fo r the w ithe ring  
away of the state, of classes, of 
the m arket economy. Trotskyism  
is the u n tir in g  struggle to re­
create a new mass Communist 
In ternational. Trotskyism  is sim ­
p ly  the conscious expression of 
the march of h is to ry in  our 
century. For no force in  the w orld  
can d e fin itive ly  prevent the re ­
alization o f our program, other­

wise, neither the well-being nor 
even the surv iva l o f m ankind can 
be assured in the long range.

The Fourth  In te rnationa l has 
never ceased to defend a ll revo lu­
tions, no m atter w hat the a ttitude 
of the leadership tow ard  T ro t­
skyism. We completely iden tify  
ourselves w ith  the Cuban Revo­
lu tio n  and w ith  its repercussions 
in  La tin  America and in the 
w orld , whatever you may say or 
do against us, Comrade F idel 
Castro. N othing can stop T ro t­
skyism, the Fourth  Internationa l. 
B u t your im ita tion  o f the Soviet 
and Chinese leaders in  the em­
ploym ent o f amalgams, o f epi­
thets like  “ agents o f im peri­
a lism ,”  instead o f po litica l dis­
cussion, in jures the Cuban Revo­
lu tion.

To the F ide l Castro o f Jan. 15,
1966, the Fourth  In te rnationa l 
and a ll revolutionists w il l  rep ly  
w ith  the F idel  Castro of March 
13, 1962, who at the U n ive rs ity  of 
Havana, denounced the doctoring 
o f documents and the fa ls ifica tion 
o f history, who proclaimed tha t 
“ the revo lu tion must be a school 
o f unfettered thought”  and who 
said:

“ How can we, in  the presence 
of a new generation, a generation 
which is beginning to study, 
w hich is th irs ting  fo r  knowledge, 
which is th irs ting  to read, w hich 
is th irs ting  to embark on the 
study o f h istory, w hich is th irs t­
ing to embark on the study of 
M arxism , how can we pu t on tha t 
generation b linders so large th a t 
we w il l  no t pe rm it them to read 
the fu l l  tex t o f a h is torica l docu­
ment . . . ?”

They w il l  rep ly  w ith  the Castro 
who, in  the same speech de­
clared:

“ The revo lu tion has to induce 
men to study, to  th in k , to  analyze 
in  order to possess profound con­
viction, so profound tha t there 
w il l  be no need to have recourse 
to such tr icks  [like  the fa ls ifica ­
tion  of documents] . . .  I t  is  
sim ply because o f this, because 
we have fa ith  in our ideas and 
in the people tha t we are not so 
cow ardly as to be able to accept 
such a tilin g .”

And to the Castro w ho has 
ju s t declared tha t Trotskyism  has 
become “ a vu lgar instrum ent o f 
im peria lism  and reaction,”  the 
Fourth  In te rnationa l makes the 
fo llow ing  challenge: tha t he sub­
m it his proofs before a tr ib u n a l o f 
the Cuban people; five  of the 
most representative leaders o f the 
Fourth  In te rna tiona l are ready to 
stand before such a pub lic  tr ib u ­
nal and answer the accuser be­
fore the people o f a ll Cuba. Thus 
the people o f Cuba w il l  discover 
that the entire activ ities o f the 
Fourth  In te rna tiona l are devoted 
to but one aim: the v ic to ry  of the 
w orld  socialist revo lu tion!

United Secretariat of the
Fourth International

Text Available 
O f Castro Speech

The complete text of Fidel 
Castro’s Jan. 15 speech to 
the Tricontinental Confer­
ence in Havana has been 
published in English by the 
labor press service, W orld  
Outlook.

Ordinarily only available 
by subscription ($7.50 for 
26 issues), W orld  O utlook is 
offering its issue of Feb. 11 
containing the Castro speech 
for sale on an individual 
basis. Copies may be ob­
tained at 50 cents each by 
w riting to: W orld  Outlook, 
P.O. Box 635, Madison Sq. 
Station, New York, N. Y. 
10010. In  New York, copies 
may be obtained at the M il­
itant Labor Forum H all at 
873 Broadway.
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NKRUM AH'S OUSTER

The Ghana Coup d'Etat
By Dick Roberts

The forces of w orld  im peria lism  
eagerly chalked up a new v ic to ry  
in  the latest of a series of set­
backs fo r  the A frica n  revolution 
w ith  the Feb. 24 ouster of Ghana’s 
president Kwam e N krum ah, the 
liqu ida tion  o f his Convention 
People’s P arty  (C CP), and the 
im prisonm ent o f N krum ah’s clos­
est supporters. The A frican  leader 
was on a Vietnamese peace mis­
sion to Peking and Hanoi at the 
tim e of the coup.

No sooner had the news 
“ reached”  Washington, than G. 
Mennen W illiam s, Assistant Sec­
re ta ry  o f State fo r A frica , called 
a news conference to announce 
th a t “ good and favorable”  re la­
tions could be had between the 
U.S. and the new m ilita ry  regime. 
A lthough the State Departm ent 
subsequently announced i t  was 
“ s t i l l  too early  to comment on 
the question of recognition,”  the 
New Y ork  Times stated Feb. 25 
tha t Washington was m oving to­
wards recognition “ w ith  delib­
erate speed scarcely concealing its 
pleasure.”

The reason Washington d idn ’t 
make an immediate statement of 
support fo r the generals, the 
Times continued to explain, was 
“ fo r fea r o f g iv ing  grounds fo r 
suspicion and fo r  w hat were re­
garded as inevitable charges tha t 
the U n ited  States was involved in 
the coup.”

However, the Times added, 
“ The tim etable may now be 
speeded up in  v ie w , o f M r. 
N krum ah’s th rea t in  Peking today 
to  re tu rn  to Ghana soon to re ­
assert his au tho rity  as head o f the 
government.”

N krum ah ’s th reat of re tu rn  was 
not taken lig h t ly  in  Accra either. 
B y  Feb. 27 m a rtia l law  was 
established in  the streets, and 
armed troops were deployed in 
strategic areas —  pa rticu la rly  at 
the a irport. The Accra Radio an­
nounced tha t supporters o f N k ru ­
mah were being rounded up, and 
there was w ord o f murders of his 
followers.
. B u t i t  was also apparent that 

much o f the Ghanian population 
took th£ ouster in  stride, and 
some sections were strong sup­
porters o f i t  —  pa rticu la rly  the 
trad itiona l chiefs whose immense

Kwame Nkrumah

powers before independence. had 
been greatly stripped away by the 
N krum ah government.

A  certain amount o f the pop­
u la r apathy, h o w e v e r , was a 
response to the increasing cen­
tra liza tion  of N krum ah’s ru le  and 
its separation from  the aspiration 
of the masses in the years since 
he led the country to independ­
ence, in  1957.

In  M arch 1959, N krum ah took 
d irect control over the appoint­
ment o f senior c iv il servants and 
appeal judges and made him self 
sole judge on security matters. A  
censorship b ill in  1960 muzzled 
the fin a l opposition newspaper, 
and in  1962, a Detention A c t was 
passed pe rm itting  N krum ah to im ­
prison his opponents up to 20 
years w ithou t tr ia l. The CCP was 
made the sole legal po litica l party  
in  January 1964, and its leaders 
were installed in  a ll m a jor 
government posts.

D uring  the same period, N k ru ­
mah b u ilt  an intensive cu lt o f per­
sonality, erecting statues o f h im ­
self everywhere, and accompanied 
by o ffic ia l adulation from  the 
press. Among other things, N k ru ­
mah called h im self “ O ur Great 
Leader and Redeemer”  and “ The 
Great B u ilde r and Pro jector of 
the A frica n  Personality.”

In  part, th is  demagogy was de­
signed to obscure from  the popu­
lace the consequences o f attem pt­

ing to develop the nation w ith in  
the w orld  capita lis t market. W hile  
N krum ah made many progressive 
changes, inc lud ing the develop­
ment of one o f the largest educa­
tional systems in  A frica  and the 
construction of modern housing 
fo r the workers, much more 
money was lavished on fantastic 
schemes to develop the country 
in d u s tria lly  in  combination w ith  
unscrupulous Western investors.

The m u lti-m illion  do lla r Volta 
R ive r dam, w hich was completed 
in 1964 and h a lf financed by the 
Ghanian government, had as its 
m ain purpose the supplying of 
power to the p riva te ly  owned 
A lum inum  reduction p lan t in  
Tema. This p lant was constructed 
by the Volta A lum inum  Company 
L td . (V A LC O ), 90 percent owned 
by the Kaiser A lum inum  and 
Chemical Corporation and 10 per­
cent owned by Reynolds Metals 
Company. The pro ject gave west­
ern finance capital d irect control 
of Ghana’s valuable bauxite  de­
posits.

A t the same time, Ghana re­
mained heavily dependent on 
cocoa production, w hich ac­
counted fo r  about 60 percent of 
her export income in  1963, and 
w hich is tied to the w orld  m arket 
price of cocoa. A  drastic reduction 
in  the price of cocoa since 1957-58, 
has therefore le ft  Ghana w ith  to­
ta lly  inadequate funds to p u r­
chase needed fore ign products. 
The price had dropped from  
$1,504 a ton in  the f irs t days of 
independence to $504 a ton last 
fa ll.

Sought Loans
N krum ah’s f irs t response to the 

im pending financ ia l disaster was 
to seek huge foreign loans, both 
from  the Soviet bloc and from  
Western nations. When these were 
turned down, however, N krum ah 
m a in ly  responded by requesting 
the masses to support an “ aus­
te r ity ”  program  —  the m ain po in t 
o f w hich was ceasing to purchase 
im ported food items upon w hich 
much of the populace depended.

The result was an in fla tio n  in 
w hich local food prices in  some 
parts o f Ghana rose 400 percent 
between M arch 1963 and Decem­
ber 1964, alone, w ith  an average 
national rise o f 36 percent.

B u t “ belt-tightening,”  “ sacri-

World Events
Missing H-Bomb 'Trigger'

The “ trigger”  on tha t H-bomb 
lost in  Spain is p lutonium , the 
Feb. 20 New Y ork Times Maga­
zine revealed. The tr igge r alone 
can w ipe out a c ity  like  H iroshima. 
Unexploded, the radiation can s till 
be acute. “ P lu ton ium  is one of 
the most tox ic  m ateria ls known 
to  man.”  The 10-kilogram pack­
age remains a constant hazard, 
p a rticu la rly  i f  i t  disintegrates in 
the Mediterranean.

Slay Colombia Rebel Priest
The announcement Feb. 17 by 

the Colombian government tha t 
the arm y had slain the rebel priest 
Cam ilo Torres Restrepo touched 
o ff b itte r  student demonstrations 
in  Bogota. The priest was re­
ported ly  shot in  a battle  between 
guerrillas and the army.

' Torres created a sensation in 
early January th is year when he 
announced he had jo ined the Na­
tiona l L ibera tion  A rm y. The son 
o f an upper-class fam ily , he had 
been a sociology professor and 
chaplain at the N ational U n ive r­
sity. H is strong critic ism s o f so­
cial and economic conditions in  
Colombia brought h im  in to  con­
f l ic t  w ith  the C atholic h ierarchy. 
Last summer, a fte r he refused to 
leave the country, he was de­
frocked. He then made a tou r of 
Colombia ca lling fo r  the over­
th row  o f the government.

Rebels' Wives Imprisoned
Taken hostage by the Belaunde 

government and held under shock­
ing conditions at the C horrillos 
prison in  L im a  since last spring, 
s ix w ives of leading revolutionists 
engaged in  the gue rrilla  struggle 
in  Peru started a hunger strike 
Feb. 11.

They are demanding tha t the 
government e ither o ff ic ia lly  con­
f irm  or deny the rum ored execu­
tion of G uille rm o Lobaton, one of 
the leaders of M IR  (Movement of 
the R evolutionary L e ft) .  Govern­
ment sources have spread the story 
tha t Lobaton, who headed one of 
the active gue rrilla  fronts, was 
k illed . The M IR  has issued denials 
from  the underground. One of the 
s ix women is Jacquelin Lobaton, 
the w ife  of G uillerm o.

Indonesia Soaked in Blood
The purge launched by Indo­

nesia’s reactionary generals in 
the ir e fforts to crush the Indo­
nesian Communist P a rty  has v ir ­
tu a lly  drenched the country in  
blood. Consider the report in  the 
Jan. 29 London Economist:

“ Estimates o f the num ber of 
k illin g s  since October range from
87,000 —  o ff ic ia lly  adm itted by 
the president —  to gossip of 350,- 
000. Ghoulish rum ours o f log-jams 
of bodies in  the rivers o f Solo and 
M alan have reached Jakarta bu t 
there is no o ffic ia l confirm ation or

fice,”  in te rna l lack of democracy, 
and demagogery, are not the type 
of things tha t bother the im peria l­
is t circles. F rom  in fla tiona ry  B razil 
under the m ilita ry  d ictatorship of 
Castelo Branco to Nguyen Cao K y  
in  in fla tiona ry  and w ar-torn V ie t­
nam, the im peria lists have dozens 
of such types in  th e ir retinue.

T he ir hatred fo r Nkrum ah, the 
economic strangulation of the 
country w hich they imposed, and 
the ir support to his ouster, stems 
from  N krum ah’s outspoken c r it i­
cism of im peria lism , from  his 
fr ie n d ly  attitude tow ard the 
Soviet Union and China, and his 
unbending support fo r a united 

, A frica  —  w hich they know fu l l  
w e ll could u ltim a te ly  lead to the 
release of the whole continent 
from  the w orld  capita lis t market.

Even w h ile  accepting im peri­

a list aid and sponsoring foreign 
investments, N krum ah had been a 
consistent c ritic  o f neocolonialism.

N krum ah had become a b itte r 
c ritic  of the UN in tervention in  
the Congo, a fte r o rig ina lly  u rg ing 
Lum um ba to request i t ;  he op­
posed the w ar in  V ietnam ; and 
most recently, he had spoken 
against B r ita in ’s fa ilu re  to pre­
vent the emergence o f a white- 
supremacist state in  Rhodesia. In  
th is connection, N krum ah an­
nounced tw o months ago plans to 
set up a “ people’s m ilit ia ”  sepa­
rate from  the arm y, which could 
be used against P rim e M in is te r 
Sm ith ’s Rhodesian regime.

The plan d id not go over very 
w e ll in  Ghana’s arm y circles, and 
may have been one o f the factors 
con tribu ting  to the m ilita ry  take­
over.

denial. A rm y  sources estimate the 
deaths of between 185,000 and 
250,000. In  the East Java d is tric t 
of Malan a welfare organization 
has already registered 400,000 
ch ildren orphaned since Octo­
ber . . .”

Njono Denies 'Confession'
Indonesia’s generals are staging 

a show tr ia l to p in  the blame fo r 
the attempted September 30 coup 
d ’etat on the Indonesian Com­
m unist P a rty  (P K I) . The tr ia l 
got o ff to  a spectacular bu t bad­
sm elling start Feb. 14, when 
Njono, the f irs t defendant, re­
pudiated a “ confession”  forced 
from  h im  by the authorities.

N jono is a member of the cen­
tra l committee of the now outlaw ­
ed P K I and president of the 20- 
m illion  member SOBSI (A ll-  
Indonesia Central Organization of 
Trade U n ions). I f  the rum or is 
true tha t D.N. A id it, head of the 
P K I, was murdered by the gen­
erals, then N jono is the most im ­
portant defendant in  this tr ia l.

The fact tha t a false concession 
was extorted out of N jono is in ­
teresting in  l ig h t o f a report by 
Asahi Shinbun, Japan’s biggest 
paper, tha t D.N. A id it  allegedly 
signed a 50-page confession be­
fore being shot. Asahi also printed 
a photo o f A id it  surrounded by 
officers as he “ e.dited”  the pur­
ported confession.

— George Saunders

(Continued from  Page 1)
ed by the leaders of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee in  
th e ir recent debate w ith  the John­
son adm inistration.

“ This po licy w ould lead no­
where,”  B a ldw in  argues. “ I t  w ould 
mean an inde fin ite  continuation 
o f the war, w ith  no prospect of 
w inn ing , no possib ility  o f clear­
ing  and hold ing the long-estab­
lished Vietcong strongholds in  the 
south . . .  I t  w ould mean indefin ite  
stalemate —  deferred defeat, de­
feat on the insta llm ent plan.”

Then there is the policy of im ­
mediate and tota l w ithd raw a l of 
U. S. forces from  Vietnam. “ Such 
a course,”  B a ldw in  states, “ would 
mean not only tha t the United 
States had decided to abdicate as 
a great power, not only tha t i t  
was dropping the global struggle 
to contain Communism, not only 
tha t i t  reneged on its pledged 
word, bu t tha t i t  conceded com­
plete defeat and was reconciled to 
w ithd raw a l from  Asia and the 
Western Pacific.

“ Such a course w ould surely 
condemn south Vietnam, Laos 
and Cambodia to Communism, 
and probably w ould eventually 
doom Thailand, Malaysia and the 
Philippines. The consequences in 
Japan w ould be incalculable. This 
course,”  Ba ldw in  concludes, “ has 
not even been contemplated.”  
(Emphasis added)

W hat W inning Means
F in a lly  there is the choice of 

escalating the w ar, which B a ldw in  
defends and w h ich  had been the 
im p lic it choice o f the Johnson ad­
m in is tra tion. Ba ldw in  defines w hat 
th is w ould mean: “  ‘W inn ing ’
means,”  he states, “ the defeat and 
break-up of the main-force V ie t­
cong and north  Vietnamese units 
in  south Vietnam, the reduction of 
te rro ris t and gue rrilla  attacks to 
un im portan t statistics . . .”

“ To w in  requires escalation,”  he 
continues, “ b u t escalation alone 
w il l  no t insure v ic to ry . The tim e 
element is all-im portant. The
build-up in  V ietnam  m ust be
rap id  . . . This is an added reason

fo r a lim ited  m obiliza tion [o f the 
country] and a call-up o f the guard 
and reserves . . .

“ The additiona l troops w ould be 
used, w ith  the Vietnamese forces, 
not on ly defensively, b u t offen­
sive ly —  in  search-and-destroy and 
search-and-clear missions w h i l e  
U. S. a ir  power harried Vietcong 
bivouacs and sanctuaries.”  Bald­
w in  then explains tha t escalated 
bombing of north  V ietnam  is nec­
essary to prevent possible “ sanc­
tuaries”  fo r the N LF  forces, and 
he concludes:

‘There is no easy way out of 
the V ietnam  dilemma. B u t most 
top m ilita ry  and State Departm ent 
o ffic ia ls  are convinced tha t v ic ­
to ry  is possible — though not w ith  
one hand tied behind our back.”  
(Emphasis added.)

A ny clear-sighted person can 
see the consequences o f the w ar 
plans w hich Johnson is undertak­
ing as B a ldw in  describes them. 
A lready hundreds of thousands of 
Vietnamese civ ilians have been 
k ille d  and made homeless, and 
several thousand G I’s have been 
k illed , and the U.S. has not even 
made a dent in  the “ Vietcong 
main forces.”

Battle  a fte r battle, bomb a fte r 
bomb, leads one to-the unqualified 
belie f tha t the im perialists, plan 
of “ w inn ing ”  in  V ietnam w il l  lead 
to genocidal destruction o f the 
Vietnamese population and tens of 
thousands of Am erican deaths, and 
th is w il l  take years and years of 
b itte r combat.

This is the price w hich Johnson 
is w illin g  to pay to defend his 
word in  Southeast Asia, bu t i t  is 
not a price the m a jo rity  of A m eri­
can people are w illin g  to pay. The 
one solution w h ich  B a ldw in  re­
gards as uncontemplatable in  the 
citadel of war, is the on ly solution 
w hich makes any sense whatso­
ever, the on ly solution w hich w il l  
end th is slaughter once and fo r 
a ll, and give the Vietnamese peo­
ple th e ir ju s t r ig h t to  determine 
th e ir own fu tu re  a fte r tw o decades 
of struggle: “ Immediate W ith ­
draw al from  V ietnam ; B rin g  the 
Boys Home, N ow !”

-*i

INDEPENDENCE SCENE. Artists in Accra painting hotel mural 
as they prepared celebration of establishment of independent state 
of Ghana in March 1957. The road since then has been a difficult 
one, culminating in present m ilitary coup.

. ..T he U.S. War in Vietnam
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t̂&JttcAA J'hom  Owi (RsadsAA
[Th is column is an open fo rum  

for a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brie f. 
Where necessary they w il l  be
abridged. W rite rs ’ in it ia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization is given fo r  use.]

International Solidarity
London, England

I  have recently attended a meet­
ing  in  London demonstrating
against the American role in  V ie t­
nam.

We, (citizens of London), were 
most pleased to be able to hear 
a sensible analysis of the struggle 
of the Vietnamese people over the 
past tw en ty  odd years by P ro­
fessor Lynd of Yale U niversity. 
We were shocked to hear tha t
Professor Lynd ’s passport had
been confiscated. A lthough i t  was 
evident that Professor L yn d ’s 
voice was too loud fo r the State

r i i i i i i i i i i i i i iH i i im i i i t im i i i i i i i i i i i i iM i i i i im i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i n i i im i i i t im i iu

10 Years Ago  
In  The M ilita n t
W H Y K R E M LIN  REPUDIATED 

S TA L IN  —  The K re m lin  bureau­
cracy came to  the 29th Congress of 
the Russian Communist Party, the 
f irs t since Stalin died almost three 
years ago, not to pay homage to 
th e ir leader and teacher bu t to 
repudiate the dead ty ran t pub­
lic ly . They d id so because Stalin 
had outlived his usefulness to the 
bureaucracy. From  an asset to the 
bureaucratic caste, the ty ra n t’s 
very name, his c rim ina l record 
and bloody reign had turned into 
an intolerable lia b ility . S ta lin ’s 
ru le  had become so un iversa lly 
hated and discredited in  the eyes 
of the Soviet masses tha t the 
bureaucratic caste stood only to 
lose by rem aining identified  w ith  
him .

S ta lin ’s heritage le ft his suc­
cessors w ith  no solutions fo r the 
m u ltip le , complex economic and 
po litica l problems they have to 
cope w ith  at home, w ith in  the 
Soviet bloc, in  re lation to the 
“ neutra lis t”  countries and in  re­
la tion  to the im perialists. On the 
contrary, S ta lin  and his heritage 
r e m a i n  t h e  b i g g e s t  o b s t a c l e  
Khrushchev and company have to 
surmount. A t the 20th Congress 
the bureaucrats unloaded Stalin 
in  order to free the ir hands in 
try in g  to adjust themselves to the ir 
new conditions and tasks. Not a 
single Russian delegate had a good 
w ord to say fo r Stalin. This is in ' 
sharp contrast to the 19th Con­
gress when none dared take the 
floo r w ithou t grove lling before the 
“ beloved leader.”

Khrushchev, the main reporter, 
mentioned S ta lin ’s name once — 
to take note in  passing tha t he 
had meanwhile died. He then pro­
ceeded to launch an attack on the 
cu lt of S talin, w ithou t mentioning 
h im  by name . . .

Coupled w ith  the repudiation of 
Sta lin  they offered a num ber of 
m ateria l concessions to the Soviet 
to ilers . . .

The bureaucracy d id  not make 
these m ateria l, legal and po litica l 
concessions to the Soviet masses 
out o f the goodness o f its  heart. 
Especially the repudiation o f S tal­
in . I t  m arks the f irs t m a jo r po­
lit ic a l concession imposed by mass 
pressure upon S ta lin ’s successors. 
A nd i t  was the most d iff ic u lt one 
fo r  them to make . . .

B y  his pointed attack on the 
Trotskyists “ and others as the most 
m alignant enemies o f the people, 
champions of the restoration of 
capita lism ,”  Khrushchev tr ied  to 
f ix  r ig id  and invio lab le  lim its  to 
the repudiation of S ta lin ’s past. 
However, po litica l concessions by 
a to ta lita rian  regime set in  mo­
tion  processes w h ich  have a logic 
o f th e ir own. —  March 5, 1956.

Department.
M any of us in  England have 

fa iled m iserably in  fo llow ing  your 
courageous lead in  opposing the 
escalation of Am erican coloniza­
tion  in  the th ird  w orld . A nd  we 
congratulate you on fo rm ing  a 
movement such as yours amidst 
a hostile and alienated society.

The courage tha t you have 
shown in  voicing the tru th , has 
moved us deeply.

There are many movements 
afoot* in  our country, and we are 
watching closely developments in  
the th ird  w orld.

I  feel sure tha t in  the coming 
year you w il l  learn of our support 
fo r your movement. And your 
movement w i l l  f e e l  united 
amongst the citizens of the w orld, 
in  opposing the forces of ty ranny 
tha t are crem ating the people of 
V ietnam  w ith  the torch of libe rty .

Many of us in  England give our 
solid support to your cause in  the 
year ahead.

J.F.
Malcolm X Serial

New York, N. Y.
I  appreciate the serialization of 

Malcolm  X  Speaks in  The M ili ­
tant. I  w ould lik e  to know i f  you 
are runn ing  the fu l l  te x t of the 
book, o r only a portion?

Reader
[O n ly  a portion. O ur serializa­

tion  is “ excerpted”  from  the book, 
as the caption w hich accompanies 
each insta llm ent states. This is 
p a rtly  because of space problems, 
and p a rtly  because some chapters 
o f the book were o rig ina lly  prin ted 
in  The M ilita n t in  1964 and 1965, 
w h ile  M alcolm  was s ti l l  alive.— 
E d it o r .]

Castro and Trotskyism
Entw istle , A lta ., Canada

Enclosed please fin d  $10 fo r re­
newal o f The M ilita n t and the 
In ternationa l Socialist Review  fo r 
one year.

We have in  Canada a committee 
fo r the defense of Cuba and i t  
has done considerable w ork  tow ard 
tha t end.

Castro’s speech accusing T ro t­
skyists of being agents of impe­
ria lism  was quite a shock. I t  makes 
ono wonder i f  the attack on the 
Fourth  In te rnationa l was a condi­
tion  fo r continued support from  
the Soviet bureaucracy. Castro did 
not help the Cuban revo lu tion 
w ith  this speech, as there is not 
one gra in of tru th  in  it.

J. G. B.
Vietnam Fight

Chicago, 111.
Just last Friday a fig h t broke 

out between tw o young workers 
in th e ir twenties. I t  occurred after 
w o rk  in  fro n t of the small factory 
where th$ tw o are employed. The 
one young man had been chal­
lenged to a fis t f ig h t by the other 
fo r his outspoken critic ism  o f U.S. 
aggression against Vietnam. The 
challenger maintained tha t the 
trouble in  the south was caused 
by “ outside agitators”  but, fe lt 
the U.S. government had a ll the 
r ig h t in  the w o rld  to be in  V ie t­
nam. This young man is from  
Alabama.

The other young man fe lt tha t 
the U.S. government should use 
the power o f its  m ilita ry  to in ­
sure freedom at home, before at­
tem pting to  supposedly b ring  
“ freedom”  to Vietnam. The out­
come was indecisive. However the 
Southerner was bigger and did 
give more punishment yet he s till 
couldn’t  w in .

I  w rite  this only to show that 
some Americans have decided to 
speak out against th is horrib le  
w ar at any cost —  even i f  i t  
means having to have a fis t fig h t 
every day. That’s the least we

can do considering the he ll tha t 
oldsters, men, women and ch il­
dren of V ietnam are tak ing  day 
and night.

Pieter Romayn Clark

Ghetto Draftees
New Y ork, N. Y.

For most o f New Y o rk ’s ghetto 
youth the d ra ft is an inevitable 
pa rt of the late teens. M any used 
to aw ait the ir call eagerly. Some 
even q u it school and enlisted at 
17. For these young men, the 
service was a way out—a way out 
o f the ghetto, a way to see the 
w orld  at government expense. I t  
pu t o ff the pressure o f looking fo r 
a miserable low -paying job ; i t  
solved the problem  of the next 
meal and a decent pa ir o f shoes. 
For those who had already m ar­
ried, there was a guaranteed 
m onth ly  a llotm ent fo r dependents. 
B u t w ith  the build-up in  Vietnam, 
there is a new mood developing. 
As one young mother in  H arlem  
pu t it, “ I t  sure ain ’t  such a good 
deal anymore.”

Last year Pedro Ortiz, an East 
H arlem  youth, was studying 
armed forces manuals and plan­
ning to take a special course to 
be sure he made the grades fo r 
enlistment. B u t he’s changed his 
m ind. “ I ’ve been th ink ing  about i t  
and reading the newspapers. 
Here’s how I  figure  it, i f  you w ant 
to know. W hy should I  go down 
there and shoot a guy I  don’t 
know  and he doesn’t  know  me — 
w hat for? I  don’t  know w hy I

Note to CIA? —  Washington o f­
fic ia ls expressed doubt tha t de 
Gaulle w ould rea lly  p u ll out of 
NATO. “ A lso," a New Y ork Times 
Washington dispatch said, “ the 
possib ility  is raised here tha t on 
A p r il 4, 1969, the date when NATO 
can be revised . . . General de 
Gaulle may no longer be d irecting 
the destiny o f the French people.”

America —  The New Y ork Po­
lice Departm ent says the detective 
who walked onto the stage at 
Town H a ll w h ile  an anti-Vietnam- 
w ar meeting was going on and 
tried  to sing “ God Bless Am erica”  
is now on sick leave. Joel Op- 
penheimer, the poet who ran the 
detective o ff the stage, comment­
ed: “ They’l l  pu t tha t detective on 
sick leave fo r s ix weeks and then 
he 'll be back in  action, packing a 
gun. God bless America w ith  that 
cat on the loose.”

G rin  and Bear I t  —  Luc i Baines 
Johnson says she w on’t  w o rk  a f­
te r she m arries A ir  National 
Guardsman P a trick  Nugent be­
cause “ Paddy won’t  hear of it . ”  
M r. Nugent is draw ing but $93.90 
a month fo r  his Washington desk 
job  w ith  the Guard b u t when he 
finishes his h itch in  A p r il he re­
ported ly has a job  w a iting  w ith  
the Senate Commerce Committee. 
Perhaps tha t w i l l  pay a b it  better.

Sweet Charity —  A  &  P he ir 
H untington  H a rtfo rd  held a char­
i ty  ba ll in  New Y ork  for the 
Foundation of M odem  A r t  w hich 
he set up to finance his G allery 
of M odem  A rt. The ba ll had to 
be held at a local hotel a fte r M r. 
H a rtfo rd ’s efforts to book the 
French line r, France, fe ll through. 
Just the same, a ll the society peo­
ple present agreed i t  was a great 
shindig. Commented dress de­
signer Jo Copeland, “ I t ’s so re­
freshing to be associated w ith  a 
charitable event tha t’s not a 
disease.”

Pants Pay —  George and Lynn

should go down there and get 
shot fo r  no reason at a ll.

“ M y  bro ther Jose was sent to 
F o rt D ix  last month. When they 
ca ll me down,”  Pedro asserts, 
“ they’l l  have to listen. I ’m  going 
to pu t up a f ig h t and te ll m y side. 
I ’m  going to te ll them, ‘You have 
one o f m y brothers already. I 
have another l it t le  b ro ther w ho’s 
sick w ith  asthma. Who’s going to 
help pay the b ills  when he comes 
home from  the hospital? They 
need me here.’ ”

Juan, a fr iend  of Pedro’s who 
has been ordered to report next 
month, interjected, “ I  don’t  ap­
prove. I  don’t  approve o f any­
th ing  about it .  I  hope I  don’t  get 
sent over there, bu t you know, 
face it,  n ine chances out of ten I  
w il l. ”

Pedro, however, w i l l  soon face 
the d ra ft. A lthough  he wasn’t 
fa ilin g  any course or truanting, he 
was kicked out of school tw o 
weeks ago as the resu lt o f an 
argument w ith  his guidance 
counsellor and is cu rren tly  un­
employed. He w il l  be 18 next 
month.

As w ith  Pedro, the on ly oc­
cupation of many o f New Y o rk ’s 
ghetto teen-agers is “ w a iting  fo r 
the d ra ft.”  Today th is is a dan­
gerous occupation.

Debbie Hilquist

Renewed Aid Appeal
Providence, K y.

Recently a le tte r requesting aid 
fo r the Committee fo r a L ibera l

Stuart, New Y ork  garment manu­
facturers who made the ir p ile in  
ladies’ trousers, own tw o Rolls 
Royces. One is described as fea­
tu ring  tw o telephones, tw o bars 
and a stereo set. The chauffeur 
tidies around w ith  an ostrich 
duster.

Cab Fancier —  Nubar G u l- 
benkian, 71, an o il m illiona ire  
likes to s it up righ t in  the back 
seat of a car w ith  his bow ler on. 
He discovered he could do this in  
a London cab and p rom ptly  or­
dered one. W ith  extra  trim m ings 
and no meter i t  cost h im  $9,800, 
about double the regular price.

The March of Civilization —  An
Ita lian  firm  has perfected a bat­
tery-powered fo rk  tha t autom at­
ica lly  w inds up spaghetti.

Progress Report —  The F lorida 
W elfare Board has decided to 
place more trus t in  people who 
apply fo r  aid. Statements by ap­
plicants w il l  be accepted w ithou t 
the documentation o f age, length 
o f residence, etc., now required

Lending L ib ra ry  was p rin ted  in  
The M ilita n t. Since then we have 
received several replies. We are 
in  need of much more.

We are try in g  to establish a 
storefront operation. We are t r y ­
ing to in it ia te  a m a il lib ra ry  serv­
ice fo r those as fa r as 92 miles 
away who are pleading fo r serv­
ice. We are try in g  to w o rk  fo r a 
un ified  Negro vo ting  block w hich 
can get laws passed fo r its better­
m ent; to  draw  the “ poor w h ite ”  
com m unity in to  a block to w ork  
w ith  the Negroes; to organize an 
“ End the W ar”  protest march 
March 25-26 in  Evansville, Ind. 
and Hendersonj K y. A ll  th is takes 
money.

We are in  debt to several book 
companies and some prin ters. 
Money again!

So at a meeting last n igh t we 
voted to t r y  a new method to 
raise funds. To everyone who 
sends $3 o r more we w il l  
send an assortment o f peace and 
progress materials and a b u lle tin  
on the Committee’s a c tiv ity  every 
month or every tw o months.

This does not mean we do not 
seek contributions o f under $3. 
Even ha lf-do lla rs  are welcome. 
This also does no t mean we are 
no longer asking fo r  books or 
lite ra tu re . We s till seek the things 
we mentioned in  our le tter.

Richard Chinn, Chairman 
Conun. for a 
Liberal Lending Library  
600 Third Ave. So. 
Providence, Ky 42450

and often taking months to obtain. 
The state has a backlog of 10,000 
w elfare applications, some pend­
ing more than a year. An applica­
tion fo r w elfare in  F lo rida  ra re ly  
takes less than a month to pro­
cess.

Ghettos Not Luxury-Glutted —
A fte r an extensive study a M adi­
son Avenue m arketing  research 
o u tf it discovered tha t i t  isn’t  true 
tha t Negro ghetto dwellers spend 
a ll the ir money on such status 
symbols as Cadillac cars. The New  
York Times reports: “ In  general, 
the report finds, that the Negro 
m arket cu rren tly  is practica l —  
and convenience oriented. I t  is 
keyed to qua lity  and va rie ty  in  
everyday items. Indulgence items 
are scarce.”

In  the Aisles? — In  a p itch  for 
new customers, an ad fo r B ra n - 
i f f  a irlines announces tha t the ir 
hostesses change uniform s as of­
ten as fo u r times on a single 
fligh t.

— Harry Ring

Thought for the Week
“ When-you’re dropping bombs you’ve also got to te ll people you’re  

dropping some bags o f fe rtilize r:f’ —  A n Am erican o ffic ia l in  Saigon 
exp la in ing to the New Y ork Times w h y  Johnson’s ta lk  about social 
re fo rm  in  V ietnam  shouldn’t  be taken too seriously.
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A MILITANT INTERVIEW

From Air Base to Tent City
By Harry Ring

Last week a New Y ork  c iv il 
righ ts activ is t phoned to ask i f  
The M ilita n t  w ould like  to in te r­
v iew  eight young people from  M is­
sissippi who had partic ipated in 
the occupation o f the G reenville 
A ir  Force Base last month and 
who were now liv in g  in  a tent 
city.

We read ily  agreed and I  was 
assigned to do the in te rv iew . 1 
fe lt a b it  uneasy since I  had never 
tried  to in te rv iew  eight people at 
one time. However, when the 
group arrived at our office and 
we sat down to ta lk  I  found there 
was no problem.

Seven o f the eight were under 
21 and ra ther shy. B u t the eighth, 
Mrs. Johnnie Mae W alker, 32, is 
a w onderfu lly  articu la te  person 
and w h ile  she and the group insist 
they have no spokesman i t  became 
qu ick ly  apparent tha t she is a 
spokesman in  the best sense of 
the w ofd.

Mrs. W alker described how the 
idea fo r  the move-in on the army 
barracks developed at the Poor 
Peoples Conference called by sev­
eral c iv il r igh ts  groups and at­
tended by some 800 Mississippians 
in  M t. Beulah Jan. 28-31. There 
were a lo t o f people there who 
have been forced o ff  the planta­
tions, some who took pa rt in  a 
M ississippi Freedom Labor Union 
strike  last May, others who are 
the v ic tim s o f mechanization.

W hat happens, Mrs. W alker ex­
plained, is tha t a p lantation own­
er w il l  get some labor-saving 
equipment and sim p ly force w ork­
ers o ff his land. A  man w i l l  show 
up, she said, and ju s t cut o ff the 
e lec tric ity  at the shacks. Then the 
local store cuts o ff credit. There’s 
nothing le ft  to do bu t get out.

F lew  In  Troops
When the partic ipants in  the 

Poor People’s Conference got to 
the G reenville  A ir  Force Base they 
started setting up stoves and beds 
b u t the leaders d idn ’t  rea lly  ex­
pect they w ould be able to stay 
lo r  long. “ We knew the troops 
w ould  come,”  Mrs. W alker said. 
“ They got there in  less than 24 
hours. F lew  them in .”

“ The idea wasn’t  ju s t fo r a dem­
onstration,”  Mrs. W alker ex­
plained, “ We wanted to stay there. 
There’s a lo t o f barracks there not 
being used. The government says 
i t ’s concerned about poverty and 
we d idn ’t  have no place to go so 
we decided to move in to  the base.”

“ Then a general came from  the 
A ir  Force Base at B ilo x i. Said 
we’d have to leave. Said he was 
acting on orders from  the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. Everyone knew 
who tha t was. Said i f  we d idn ’t 
go peacefully they’d have to re ­
move us. B u t we d idn ’t have no

A li Takes Dim View 
O f Vietnam W ar
The standing of Muham­

mad A li, world’s heavy­
weight boxing champion, hit 
a new low among boxing of­
ficials and Johnson adminis­
tration fight fans, while  
reaching a new high among 
Americans opposed to the 
war in Vietnam, when he 
refused to back down on his 
objection to being given a 
1-A  draft classification.

When told about his new 
draft status, the f a m e d  
fighter said, “I ’m a member 
of the Black Muslims and we 
don’t go to wars unless they 
are declared by Allah him ­
self . . .  I  don’t have no per­
sonal quarrel w ith those 
Vietcong.”

Johnnie Mae Walker

place else to go so we decided 
they’d have to th row  us out.”

W hile they were being evicted, 
M rs. W alker had a heart attack. 
W ith  newsmen and TV  cameramen 
on the scene, the arm y o ffic ia ls 
were apparently concerned not to 
have a fa ta lity  and an arm y doc­
to r was rushed in. Mrs. W alker 
refused to le t h im  treat her.

“ They ta lk  about hum anity,”  
she said in  icy anger, “ the way 
they treat us. I  said, ‘Don’t  le t him  
touch me.’ I d idn ’t  w ant to be a 
part o f th is country and I d idn ’t 
w ant th is country touching me.’ 
So they put me in an ambulance 
and took me to a c lin ic  in Green­
v ille .”

She rested at the c lin ic  fo r five 
hours and then le ft.

W hy so soon? I asked. She 
shrugged. “ We had 180 people and 
no place to pu t them.”

F irs t they moved to a tent c ity  
at M t. Beulah, but i t  was too cold 
and wet there, she said, and peo­
ple were getting sick.

Then a private  citizen offeredthem 60 acres near Philadelphia, 
Miss. and 70 to 80 of them set up 

a ten t c ity  there.
Recalling that Philadelphia is 

where the three young c iv il rights 
workers were murdered in  1963, I  
asked i f  they d idn ’t anticipate 
trouble.

“ Trouble? I  don’t  th in k  so,”  she 
replied. “ They don’t  w ant to 
come near us. People have a very 
v io len t reaction to tha t stuff. 
They’re tired  o f being pushed 
around.”

80-Acre Offer
So they’re staying in  the ir tent 

c ity  and have set the ir sights on a 
much bigger goal. They have been 
offered another 80 acres of tim - 
berland adjo in ing the 60 acres they 
now have and they w ould like  to 
bu ild  a regular c ity  there and 
establish some k ind  o f an indus­
try , perhaps one tha t could make 
use o f the available tim ber.

I t  was the hope of realiz ing this 
goal tha t brought 'these young 
people to New York. They are 
looking fo r p u b lic ity  and some 
way to begin to raise the k in d  of 
money tha t w ould be needed to 
set such a pro ject o ff the ground. 
Among the eight are the Boyd 
sisters, fou r teen-agers who sing 
sp iritua ls very beau tifu lly  and the 
group thought they m ight be able 
to perform  before c iv il rights 
groups and others to help the ir 
pro ject along.

M eanwhile they have the prob­
lem of s im ply keeping the tent 
c ity  dwellers going. I  asked w hat 
the people down there are eating. 
One of the young men shrugged 
and replied: “ Rice, vbeans, fa t- 
back, w ater.”

Contributions are needed to help 
the ten t c ity  dwellers in  the ir im ­

mediate needs and fo r th e ir long- 
range goal. Contributions may be 
sent to the Poor People’s Confer­
ence, Box 366, Edwards, Miss.

I  asked Mrs. W alker to te ll me 
something about herself. She’s 
been active in  the movement since 
1961 — “ SNCC, CORE, SCLC, 
whoever’s been doing anyth ing.”

In  1963 she lost her job  as a 
presser in  a cleaning and dyeing 
store in  Hattiesburg a fte r she 
registered to vote. Since then 
she’s worked fu l l  tim e fo r the 
movement, teaching adult lite racy 
and po litica l education classes in  
Freedom School and jo in ing  in 
whatever was going on.

She has tw o g irls, 11 and 13, 
but doesn’t  see them too often 
recently. She hasn’t  been back 
home since the Poor People’s Con­
ference a month ago.

How do they manage? “ God 
knows,”  she replied. “ The com­
m un ity  takes care of them best 
they can. The older g ir l is active 
in  the Mississippi Student Union 
and she understands what I ’m do­
ing. The l it t le  one wants to know 
w hy I ’m gone. I  te ll her I ’m fig h t­
ing fo r w hat m y mother should 
have fought fo r — so they won’t  
have to go through w hat I  went 
through.”

$17 Million A Day
We got onto the subject of V ie t­

nam. ’’How  in  the w orld ,”  she ex­
claimed, “ can th is country spend 
$17 m illion  a day there when a 
th ird  of th is country is starving 
to death!”
„ VOne lady at the barracks said 
her son is 18 and soon he’l l  be 
ready fo r the draft. She said she’s 
going to discourage him  from  go­
ing. I f  I  had a boy I ’d do the same 
thing.

“ You know ,”  she continued, 
“ small things happen in this coun­
try  tha t people don’t  even notice. 
They take a Negro, pu t h im  in 
un iform , teach h im  to k i l l  and 
he’s a ‘man.’ I t ’s over and he’s

“LET M Y  PEOPLE GO.” Boyd sisters of Holmes County, Miss., 
in a moving rendition of spirituals at New York M ilitant Labor 
Forum Feb. 25. They appeared along w ith Mrs. Johnnie Mae 
Walker on behalf of fellow residents of tent city which they estab­
lished after being thrown off Greenville A ir Force Base by U.S. 
troops. A fter Mrs. W alker spoke a collection was taken. Despite 
fact that the particular meeting was a small one, nearly $140 was 
contributed.

a p la in  o l’ ‘boy’ again — no job, 
nothing. (

“ According to the government,” 
she explained, “ even though we 
d idn ’t have homes, we were wrong 
to move in to  that a ir base. I t ’s 
the same w ith  the people in V ie t­
nam. From the government’s 
point o f view, w hat they’re t r y ­
ing to do is wrong.

“ B ut I don’t see things the way 
the government does,”  she added. 
“ Those people over there are fig h t­
ing fo r the same things I am.”

I asked about the whites in M is­
sissippi, i f  there was any change. 
The youngsters fe lt not. B u t Mrs. 
W alker said there m ight be the 
beginning of a change.

“ The w hite people in  the South 
—  the poor ones — they’ve got a 
problem, but they’re afra id  to deal 
w ith  it , ”  she said. “ In  Mississippi 
there’s more poor whites than

colored. But the Negroes, in the 
last three, fou r 'years, have had 
the courage to do something about 
it .”

“ There’s few things the w hite 
man is learn ing,”  she said. “ Some 
of them never knew how bad they 
were being cheated on the farm  
un til we did something about it .”

She told a m oving story of a 
lit t le  step in the righ t direction 
made by one poor white. “ We had 
a re lie f line  in  Baseville, Missis­
sippi,”  she recalled, “ the people 
from  up N orth  sent food fo r the 
hungry people there. This w h ite  
man came and got in  that line 
w ith  a ll the colored people. I t  took 
a lo t of courage fo r h im  to do 
that. F irs t we d idn ’t  know  what 
to do. We debated fo r 30 minutes 
whether or not to give h im  any­
thing. Then we came to the idea 
that i f  a man’s hungry, feed h im .”

THE INDONESIAN EVENTS

Sukarno in Move Against Right
(W orld  O utlook ) — The deep in ­

s tab ility  of the Indonesian situa­
tion received dram atic confirm a­
tion  w ith  Sukarno’s success Feb. 
21 in  rem oving General Nasution 
from  a position of central author­
ity  to which even Sukarno h im ­
self had been forced to bow since 
Oct. 1.

I t  appeared that Nasution was 
firm ly  in  the saddle; tha t Sukarno 
was being retained as a figure­
head; and tha t the generals would 
proceed along the reactionary 
course they had begun, eventually 
b ring ing  Indonesia fu l ly  in to  the 
o rb it o f U.S. im perialism .

Reactionary sectors of the stu­
dents who had spearheaded the 
d rive  to physically liqu ida te  a ll 
the key figures in  the Indonesian 
Communist Party, staged demon­
strations on behalf o f Nasution. A 
crowd of some hundreds marched 
on the presidential palace Feb. 24, 
bu t instead o f receiving support 
from  the arm y, as on previous oc­
casions, troops fired  in th e ir d irec­
tion, k ill in g  three of the p a rtic i­
pants. Some were wounded by 
bayonets.

“Funeral March”
On the fo llow ing  day, the re­

actionary Indonesian S t u d e n t  
Action F ron t organized a “ funeral 
march”  of some 10,000 pa rtic i­
pants. The demonstration pro­
tested the k ill in g  of the three stu­
dents the day before, shouted 
against Sukarno’s “ new Com­
m unist cabinet,”  and called fo r 
the reinstatement of General 
Nasution.

The arm y did not jo in  in  the

demonstration. Instead, t r o o p s  
kept machine guns trained on the 
crowd.

Sukarno followed up by ban­
ning the student organization and 
ordering a curfew  in Jakarta.

Two factors account fo r this 
abrupt alteration in  the re lative 
positions of Nasution and Su­
karno.

The firs t is tha t no im prove­
ment of even the most ephemeral 
k ind occurred in  the steadily 
worsening economic situation in 
Indonesia a fte r the generals 
seized the helm on Oct. 1. In f la ­
tion, fo r example, has continued

Sukarno

to slash deeply in to  the standard 
of liv ing.

Nasution and his entourage had 
no program whatsoever o ffering 
even a plausible way out. The ir 
program consisted of noth ing but 
the grossest k ind of anti-Com- 
munism accompanied by a fea rfu l 
blood purge. There was nothing 
a ttractive about this. Thus the 
generals represented on ly narrow  
class forces and fa iled to advance 
a demagogic p la tfo rm  tha t m ight 
have widened the ir appeal.

The second factor was a sp lit 
among the generals. This is clear­
ly  evident in  Nasution’s incapa­
c ity  to counter Sukarno’s latest 
moves by a m ilita ry  coup d ’etat, 
fo r example. P art of the o fficer 
caste, fo r whatever reasons, 
cooled o ff on General Nasution 
and swung behind Sukarno, ena­
b ling  h im  to strengthen his hand 
somewhat.

A lready Sukarno has given in ­
tim ations that he w ould like  to 
restore the Communist P arty  as 
a counterweight to the arm y. B u t 
th is may not be easy. The party  
was decimated by the purge. 
Those who survived are un­
doubtedly m u lling  over the les­
sons, and one o f the lessons is not 
to depend on Sukarno.

The situation in  Indonesia re­
mains h igh ly f lu id  and Sukarno’s 
new lease on life  could prove to 
be quite tem porary. The u ltra ­
reactionary forces are not exactly 
out of the running. I f  Nasution 
proves incapable of p laying the 
role o f m ilita ry  d ictator, there are 
other candidates eager to move 
forw ard.

Ali Takes D im  V iew 
o f V ie tn a m  W a r


