
Socialist Workers Convention Urges 
All-Out Drive Against Vietnam War

B y  F red  H alstead
NEW YORK, Sept. 14 — The 

national convention o f the Social
ist W orkers Party, held here last 
week, devoted itse lf to marshal
ing forces fo r the struggle against 
the w ar in  Vietnam. The conven
tion  branded it  “ a miserable and 
dangerous adventure tha t can end 
in  a nuclear w ar and 'the  conver
sion of the w orld  in to  a radio
active desert.”

In  a po litica l report ou tlin ing  
immediate tasks, the pa rty ’s na
tional secretary, Farre ll Dobbs, 
declared: “ O ur job  is to give fu ll 
partic ipation and support to  the 
an tiw ar movement which we have 
every reason to expect to go fo r
ward, pa rticu la rly  as students re
tu rn  to school this fa ll.”

Dobbs pointed out that in spite

of the lack of apparent movement 
in  the unions at present, “ younger 
workers are not ind iffe ren t to 
Vietnam, they are d ra ft bait too.”  
Discussing the Watts uprising, 
Dobbs noted “ the s tr ik ing  para l
le l o f the situation of the op
pressed, poverty stricken, police 
repressed black people of Watts 
and the oppressed, poverty s tr ick 
en, police repressed ye llow  people 
of V ietnam .”

The re lation between these two 
struggles was discussed under a 
report by Robert Vernon on the 
Negro movement. “ B lack people,” 
said Vernon, “ are opposed to the 
w ar and the c iv il rights organiza
tions which are not provid ing lead
ership on this point are going to 
be bypassed." Vernon said Watts 
showed the lim ita tions of the c iv il 
rights movement. “ A  large section

of the Negro population in  the 
U.S. is faced w ith  the struggle fo r 
c iv il rights,”  he said, “ and a large 
section is not, and those who are 
not are ready to go much fu rther. 
The black people cannot be bought 
o ff w ith  ‘c iv il rites.’ ”

The central theme of the con
vention was set fo rth  in an open
ing report on the internationa l s it
uation by Joseph Hansen, editor 
o f The M ilitan t. Since the last 
convention two years ago, said 
Hansen, the most im portant event 
on the w orld scene was Johnson’s 
decision to escalate U.S. in terven
tion in  Vietnam. This, Hansen 
said: “ faced the American peo
ple, pa rticu la rly  the w ork ing  class, 
w ith  tru ly  fa te fu l issues, not the 
least being the moral question. Let 
us recall the feelings o f many 
Americans when they learned

about H it le r ’s gas ovens. How 
could i t  be, they asked, that the 
German people fe lt no m oral ago
ny, did not react as they should 
have, in  accordance w ith  those 
higher laws of hum anity  that de

mand rebellion at any cost against 
a government g u ilty  of such 
crimes?

“ Let Americans today search 
the ir own hearts as Am erican 
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G R E E K  D E M O N S T R A T IO N . Scene in Om ania Square in Athens 
on Aug. 17 when 60,000 demonstrators demanded an end to the 
monarchy. As Greek crisis continues to simmer w ithout resolu
tion the danger grows that if  the w orking class parties do not 
take decisive action to realize popular aims the movement w ill be 
crushed by righ t-w ing  forces.
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The w ar between Pakistan and Ind ia  is One more explosion 
o f a powderkeg planted by im peria lism . In  th is case, i t  was 
planted by the B ritish  and stu ffed w ith  extra  h igh explosives 
by the U.S. w hich has tended to replace B ritish  im peria lis t in 
terests on the Ind ian  subcontinent as w e ll as elsewhere in  the 
w orld .

A fte r  W orld  W ar II, the B ritish  realized they would no longer 
be able to hold on to Ind ia  in  the old fashion. The wave o f demon
strations and strikes and the Royal Ind ian  Navy m u tiny  of 1946 
supported by the Bombay workers made i t  clear tha t the B ritish
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New revolutionary socialist party formed in India. See report 
from Bombay page 5
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could not long hold on by a m ilita ry  and repressive apparatus. 
So the w ily  B ritish  im peria lis ts  applied the p rinc ip le  of w hich 
they are past masters —  d iv ide  and rule. They granted nom inal 
independence p o litica lly  w h ile  m a in ta in ing  ownership of much 
o f the economy.

To assure themselves p lenty o f room fo r m aneuvering to de
fend th e ir contro l o f mines, plantations, industries and banks 
against the nationa lis t aspirations o f the people in  the area, they 
partitioned the country along a rb itra ry  lines in to  Ind ia  and 
Pakistan as they granted independence. Thus they superfic ia lly  
satisfied the nationa list feelings of the people and diverted th e ir 
h o s tility  tow ard im peria lism  in to  communal s tr ife  between H indu 
and Moslem, s trife  w hich caused uncounted hundreds of thou
sands and perhaps m illions o f deaths in  the m igrations and riots 
w h ich  fo llow ed partition .

The creation o f tw o a rtif ic ia l countries, each w itho u t economic 
or even geographic un ity , weakened the area v ir tu a lly  beyond 

(Continued on Page 4)

Charges of assault w ith  in tent 
to commit m urder against 19 Black 
Muslims who were arrested during 
a police ra id on the ir mosque at 
the time o f the Watts uprising 
were dismissed Sept. 7 when a de
fense attorney was about to ex
pose the Los Angeles police by 
showing motion pictures of the 
mosque’s in te rio r which he said 
w ould “ reveal the most heinous, 
reprehensible destruction of prop
erty.”  E fforts by the Los Angeles 
police to smear the Muslims con
tinued, however, w ith  a statement 
by Police C hief W illiam  H. Parker 
Sept. 13 tha t the spontaneous out
break in Los Angeles last month 
had been exploited and aggravated 
by an “ organization.”  Though he 
declined to name the “ suspected”  
organization, the only organization 
he did mention in connection w ith  
the uprising was the B lack Mus
lims.

No Evidence
M unicipal Judge A rm ond M. 

Jewell ru led there was no evi
dence tha t any of the 19 Muslims 
had assaulted police w ith  in tent 
to k ill .  He also said there was no 
evidence before h im  tha t the police 
ra id  on the M uslim  temple w ithou t 
a w arran t constituted illegal search 
or seizure.

Police claimed that they received 
an anonymous phone call early in 
the m orning of Aug. 18 that guns 
were being taken in and out of 
the temple. They claimed that they 
were shot at from  the temple when 
they arrived, whereupon they 
fired  hundreds of rounds into the 
build ing. Judge Jewell said: “ The 
only evidence of any shot having 
been fired  from  w ith in  the mosque 
are statements of some witnesses 
that they e ither heard or saw 
flashes of reports or puffs of 
smoke.”  #

No Weapons Found
One policeman testified that he 

and others were already inside 
when they heard the firs t shots 
fired. Police found no weapons in 
the mosque, bu t they arrested the 
Muslims anyway.

Police Chief Parker’s statement 
was made before a committee of 
the Los Angeles C ity Council 
which has requested testimony on 
the upris ing from  a number of c ity  
o fficia ls. Parker offered a glass 
m ilk  bottle w ith  a gray cloth w ick 
in  it. as evidence o f organized ac
tiv ity . He said that the bottle was 
an “ expertly  made”  Molotov cock
ta il i— one of a dozen that had 
been seized in  a single lot.

Committee Maps 
Plans for Oct. 15 
Vietnam  Protest

B y  H a l V e rb
BERKELEY, Calif. —  F ina l 

preparations are being made by 
the V ietnam  Day Committee lo
cated here in  Berkeley fo r the 
October 15-16 “ In ternationa l Days 
of Protest”  serving as a focal point 
of a w orld -w ide  co-ordinated ef
fo r t to  protest the w ar in  V ie t
nam. .

The VDC is an outgrowth of the 
massive Vietnam teach-in held on 
the U niversity of C a liforn ia  Ber
keley campus May 21-22 which at
tracted some 20-30,000 people.

Target center of the Oct. 15-16 
protest here w il l  be the Oakland 
A rm y Base which is the main West 
Coast supplier to the American 
forces in Vietnam. A lthough the 
specific details of the protest ac
tion have not yet been ironed out, 
the VDC is planning a dramatic 
move tha t w il l  culm inate in  a mas
sive c iv il disobedience action cen
te ring  on the Oakland A rm y Base. 
This act w il l  be preceded by a 
teach-in that w il l  originate out of 
the Berkeley campus s im ila r to 
last M ay’s event.

In  issuing its call the VDC urged 
organizations throughout the w orld 
to “ move beyond single demon
strations and ra llies to one mas
sive in te rna tiona lly  coordinated 
action.”  I t  added: “ American in 
volvement in  V ietnam transcends 
questions of politics. Ind iscrim 
inate bombings of peasant ’villages 
by the w o rld ’s most massive m ili
ta ry  machine has outraged the 
conscience of the w orld. The time 
has come to go beyond debates 
about the politics of the w ar; i t  is 
tim e fo r the peoples of the w orld 
to say to the USA: STOP!”

As the in ternational headquar
ters and one of th irty -th re e  mem
ber groups of the National Com
m ittee to End the W ar in V ie t
nam w hich was founded August 
7-9 in Washington, D.C., the VDC 
has been among the most success
fu l of the an tiw ar groups tha t 
have mushroomed across the coun
try  — pa rticu la rly  on campus. 
Last June it  organized a demon
stration in San Francisco when 
President Johnson addressed the 
UN on its 20th anniversary. More 
recently demonstrations have cen
tered on m ilita ry  cargo being sent 
to V ietnam from  West Coast load
ing ports and also on troop trains 
destined fo r du ty  in  Vietnam.

O f significance is the reaction 
the VDC has received many times

from  some of the troops aboard 
these trains who have welcomed 
the demonstrators and at great 
risk have displayed signs reading: 
“ We’re w ith  you — • Keep i t  up !”

On Aug. 25, General Mg^yifell 
Taylor, fo rm e r' ambassador 
South V ietnam  and a Chief a r
chitect o f the war, was singled 
out by the VDC when he appeared 
at the Hotel Fa irm ont in  San Fran
cisco to deliver a ta lk  before the 
Commonwealth Club, i  a w ealthy 
businessmen’s luncheon group.

As he drove up to the hotel, 
Tay lo r’s car was besieged by an ti
war pickets. So nettlesome did the 
demonstrators prove to be tha t at 
one point they managed to block 
the elevator Tay lo r was on thus 
delaying his a rriva l to his suite. 
F ive members of the Committee 
were arrested.

VDC is also partic ipa ting  in  less 
heralded “ grass roots”  activities 
such as com m unity projects de
signed to enlist students as w e ll as 
non-students in  a door-to-door 
campaign to encourage people to 
take a stand against the w ar in  
Vietnam.

Of ihuch ta lk  la te ly is the ability  
of the VDC to mobilize large num - 
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N E W  Y O R K  —  The.Social
ist Workers Campaign Com
m ittee announced that its 
nominees would appear along 
w ith  the candidates of ,the 
other parties on a series of 
five w eekly broadcasts over 
T V  Station W N D T  (C hannel 
13). The series w ill be broad
cast for five  Tuesdays in  a 
row  beginning Sept. 21 from  
8:30 to 10 p.m. The first 
broadcast w ill feature the  
candidates for Council Presi
dent. The m ayoralty candi
dates w ill appear tw ice, on 
Oct. 5 and Oct. 26.

On each program the c a n 
didates w ill make brie f open
ing statements and w ill then  
be questioned by a studio 
audience including political 
volunteers, reporters and 
other interested persons.

Photo  b y  D.G.

Muslims Win 
A Round in 
L. A. Court

India vs. Pakistan

SWP Candidates 
On Television
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...Socialist Workers Party Convention

By Ed Smith
SEPT. 14 —  The attitude of the 

U.S. government towards black 
Mississippi citizens was graphical
ly  illus tra ted  yesterday when 250 
representatives of the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic P arty  were 
refused admittance to a House 
Elections Subcommittee hearings 
on the challenge of Mississippi 
congressmen which the MFDP is 
sponsoring.

The Democratic libera ls  on the 
subcommittee wanted to w o rk  out 
a deal to appease th e ir D ix iecra t 
colleagues behind closed doors — 
w ith o u t the embarrassing presence 
o f the ve ry  people the b il l  is sup
posed to  represent.

As we go to press, the challenge 
has been rejected by the sub
committee and there are reports 
tha t i t  may be voted on the House 
flo o r la te r in  the week.

There is no question tha t this 
challenge is the most im portan t 
piece of c iv il r igh ts  legislation be
fore  the U.S. Congress and w il l  
establish^to a much greater degree 
than the Voting Rights A ct of 
1965 ju s t how serious the Demo
cratic P arty  is about im proving  
the conditions o f the oppressed 
black people in  Mississippi.

The challenge to unseat the 
five  “ du ly ”  elected congressmen 
fro m  Mississippi is based on the 
fac t tha t in  the 1964 elections, rac
is t laws prevented Negroes from  
voting. I f  there is any meaning 
to  the new righ ts Act, such a chal
lenge is en tire ly  jus tifiab le  be
cause the A c t makes i t  illega l to 
discrim inate against voters.

To prove the ir case —  i f  any 
proof was necessary —  the MFDP 
recru ited a sta ff o f over 100 la w 
yers to  in te rv iew  Mississippians 
w ho had been discrim inated

Weekly Calendar
C H IC A G O  

C H IC A G O  A N D  LOS ANGELES —  
THE BLACK GHETTO REBELS. Panelists: 
Nahaz Rogers, vice-chairman of ACT; 
W illiam  Tucker, reporter for The M ili
tant. Fri., Sept. 24, 8 p.m. 302 S. Canal 
St. Hall 204. Contrib. 50c. Ausp. M ili
tant Labor Forum.

• • •

LOS ANGELES 
THE D O M IN IC A N  EVENTS A ND  

THEIR EFFECT O N  LATIN AM ERICA. 
Speaker: Prof. Timothy Harding, History 
Dept. California State College. Fri.,
Sept. 24, 8:30 p.m. 1702 E. 4th St. Ausp.
M ilitant Labor Forum.
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THEODORE EDWARDS presents a 
Marxist view of the news in his biweekly 
radio commentary. Tues., Sept. 28, 6:30 
p.m. (repeated W ed., Sept. 29, 9 a.m.) 
KPFK-FM (90 .7 on your dial).

•
NEW  YORK  

LEON TROTSKY IN  THE AGE OF 
PERMANENT REVOLUTION, an assess
ment of his ideas on the 25th annivers
ary of his death. Speaker: George Lavan, 
Former editor of The Militant. Fri., Sept. 
24, 8:30 p.m. 116 University PI. Contrib. 
$1, students 50c. Ausp. M ilitant Labor 
Forum.

Fannie Lou H am er _
Leader of Freedom Democrats

against at the places of voting.
B ut the House, w hich is com

p lete ly controlled by Johnson 
Democrats, and has passed record- 
breaking legislation from  the 
Johnson A dm in istra tion, has given 
the MFDP the run-around a ll year, 
topped o ff by the latest refusal to 
a llow  the ir representatives into 
subcommittee hearings.

In  voting to dismiss the chal
lenge, the House Election Sub
committee recommended tha t the 
House “ scrutinize”  fu tu re  Missis
sippi elections. This action coin
cides w ith  a deal previously re 
ported in  the m aking w ith  some 
libe ra l Democrats in  the House.

This is a fraud. EVen i f  there 
were a meaningful scrutin izing of 
fu tu re  elections —  w hich is h igh ly  
dubious —  i t  would mean two 
more years, and in some cases 
more, before there would be any 
action. Meanwhile the racists m ain
ta in the ir seats o f power and ab il
i ty  to continue the ir te rro r against 
black people. A  princ ipa l aim  of 
the campaign o f te rro r w il l  be to 
make the brave Mississippians 
who challenged the racist power 
structure pay dearly fo r the ir 
“ crime.”

(Continued from Page 1)
planes, proceeding on orders by 
Johnson, f ly  over V ietnam day 
a fte r day, dumping je llied  gasoline 
and high explosives on a defense
less c iv ilian  population. And let 
Americans jo in  the rest of the 
people o f th is earth in  feeling the 
agonizing new urgency given to 
the threat of an atomic conflic t 
by Johnson’s escalation of the 
Vietnam w ar.”

Hansen cited documentation 
that Johnson’s carry ing  out of the 
foreign policy advocated by Gold- 
water, in  spite of that po licy ’s 
repudiation at the polls last No
vember, was not rea lly  something 
new. The U.S. ru lin g  class has fo r 
many years tried  to hide its real 
intentions, and Johnson’s election 
campaign1 was in  tha t sp irit. But 
the escalation policy, Hansen said, 
was planned before the election, 
and so reported at that time in 
the French press.

“ The tru th  is,”  said Hansen, 
“ tha t the foreign policy now be
ing administered by Johnson is 
sim ply the continuation of a po li
cy going back to Roosevelt, which 
was advanced by Truman, Eisen
hower, and Kennedy before i t  was 
inherited by Johnson.”

A n tiw a r Movement
E ffective opposition to the war, 

Hansen pointed out, must come 
from  outside the U.S. government 
and from  outside the capita list 
governments in  the rest of the 
w orld  which, when push comes to 
shove, are subordinate to the U.S. 
imperialists. In  th is connection, 
Hansen said, the signs of a big, 
m ilita n t an tiw ar movement in  the 
U.S.' have had a “ heartening ef
fect”  in  other countries. For the 
f irs t tim e since the strike wave 
and going-home-movement by 
U.S. troops righ t after W orld W ar 
I I ,  he continued, “ the United 
States begins to show aspects tha t 
o ffe r encouragement and insp ira 
tion to revo lu tionary movements 
in other lands.”  The U.S., said 
Hansen, is encircled by a rin g  of 
“ smoldering volcanoes in  every d i
rection,”  and the “ reciprocal in 
fluence of freedom movements, of. 
demonstrations, of manifestations 
o f resistance to im peria lism , of 
strikes and new techniques of 
struggle is much more immediate 
than even a few years ago.”

The antiw ar movement in the 
UtS. was also the central feature 
o f a live ly  discussion on youth 
activities which opened w ith  a re 
port by Jack Barnes, national 
chairman of the Young Socialist 
A lliance. The grow ing opposition 
to the V ietnam war, said Barnes, 
“ marks a new stage in  American 
po litics and a beginning sh ift of 
social forces in  th is country.”  He 
said something new and funda
mental is involved: “ a sensitiv ity 
among large layers of the  pop
u la tion  in  th is country to the col
onial revolution, to the fig h t of 
the colored peoples here and 
abroad, and to the continual and 
increasing rate of w orld  crises and 
nuclear threats.”

Though the an tiw ar movement 
remains centered on the campus 
and the activities have involved

Jack Barnes

Joseph Hansen

m ainly students, he said, they 
“ could not possibly have taken 
place on this scale, could not pos
sib ly be so widefspread, unless 
there was sympathy and s im ila r 
feeling among other sections o f the 
population.”

An impressive number of young 
delegates from  across the country 
took the floo r to relate and weigh 
the experiences so fa r gained in 
d irect partic ipation in  the an ti
w ar actions. They gave accounts 
o f the various large demonstra
tions, of the leafle ting of troop 
trains, of meeting the attempts of 
u ltra  rightists to break up /an ti
w ar meetings, of surrounding Gen. 
M axw e ll Tay lo r w ith  pickets in  
the lobby o f his hojtel when he re
turned from  Vietnam, and other 
events. ,

V. R. Dunne, pioneer American 
labor and socialist leader and a 
founder of the Socialist W orkers 
Party, described the an tiw ar p ic
keting against Vice President 
H ubert Hum phrey in  Minneapolis 

, as “ heartwarm ing.”  Dunne said 
tha t th is is the firs t an tiw ar move
ment ever seen in th is country 
“ a fte r the shooting started,”  which, 
he pointed out, is a fact of 
tremendous revo lu tionary im p lica
tions.

No Opposition
In  his in ternationa l report, Han

sen explained tha t the U.S. escala
tion to full-scale troop com m it
ment and genocidal bombing in 
V ietnam hinged on the calculation 
tha t Moscow w ould o ffe r no effec
tive  opposition. “ Up to th is point,”  
he said, “ the calculation appears 
to have been w e ll founded.”  Han
sen outlined a course that m ight 
have been followed by a Soviet 
government fo llow ing  Len in ’s 
trad ition :

F irst, te ll the w orld  the tru th  
about the aims of U.S. im peria l
ism: to take over the colonial
empires European powers can no 
longer dominate, to beat back the 
colonial revolution, to crush the 
workers states, inc lud ing the USSR 
and China, and to exp lo it the 
w orld  fo r the p ro fit and pleasure 
of Am erica’s w ealthy fam ilies. 
Also expla in w h y  capitalism 
breeds w ar and w hy planned econ
omy elim inates the economic 
m otive fo r war.

Second, issue an appeal to U.S. 
workers and the ir allies to op
pose Johnson and the capitalists 
and to organize a revo lu tionary 
socialist party  to struggle fo r 
power and end once and fo r a ll 
the standing threat to  peace of 
U.S. im perialism .

Th ird , n o tify  Washington that 
in view  of the attack on North 
Vietnam, a sister workers state, the 
Soviet nuclear deterrent was being 
strengthened by equipping China 
w ith  a fu l l  panoply of nuclear 
weapons. Fourth, send massive aid 
to N orth V ietnam  and the South 
Vietnamese National L iberation 
Front.

Such a course, said Hansen, 
would have offered revo lu tionary 
inspiration on a ll continents and 
been a catalyst where the class 
struggle is not fa r  from  the rev
o lu tionary level r ig h t now. I t  
would have paralyzed the Wash
ington strategists “ who calculate

the ir actions w ith  w hat they th in k  
they can get away w ith , th is being 
the only princ ip le  they know or 
observe.”

Instead, Hansen said, the Kosy- 
gin-Brezhnev regime issued per
functory denunciations of U.S. ag
gression and talked about the 
“ need”  fo r “ peaceful coexistence”  
w ith  U.S. imperialism . The policy 
is so bad, said Hansen, tha t the 
b ig West European Communist 
parties under Moscow’s insp ira 
tion, have fa iled “ to even stage 
protest ra llies at U.S. embassies.

In  judg ing  Peking, said Hansen, 
the same standards cannot be ap
plied as w ith  Moscow since China 
doesn’t have 'such advanced in 
dustries, or a real nuclear deter
ren t as yet. China had every r ig h t 
to  require fu l l  backing from  Mos
cow in  meeting the U.S. aggres
sion, said Hansen, and had Mao 
declared tha t th is had been re
quested and refused, he could 
tru th fu lly  say Moscow’s policy 
was counterrevolutionary, a dead
ly  danger to the defense of the 
Soviet Union itse lf, and tha t a 
po litica l revolution should be un
dertaken to replace such a regime.

“ B ut Mao did not fo llow  such a 
course,”  said Hansen, “ and at
tacked American m ilita ry  power 
w ith  the weapon of derision in 
stead.”  The Chinese have said 
many correct things, includ ing the 
prediction of eventual v ic to ry  fo r 
the South Vietnamese National 
L iberation Front, said Hansen, 
but “ none of th is ta lk  made much 
impression on the Johnson adm in
is tra tion ”  and the genocidal bomb
ings continue.

Factional Attitude
Mao failed to f i l l  the vacuum le ft 

by the bankruptcy of Kosygin and 
Brezhnev, Hansen charged. In  ad
d ition  the disclosures by the Sov
iets tha t the Chinese government 
was blocking arms shipments to 
N orth  V ietnam  was not e ffective ly  
countered and a ve ry  bad impres
sion was made w hich Washington 
propagandists s k illfu lly  exploited.

China has seriously handicapped 
its own defense, and the defense 
of Vietnam, Hansen declared, by 
its b lind  factional a ttitude toward 
the USSR and its efforts to score 
immediate po litica l points against 
its K rem lin  adversaries at the ex
pense o f the immediate and long- 
range interests of the entire an ti
capita list bloc. He pointed to Pek
ing ’s hasty, opportunistic recogni
tion of the Boumedienne regime in 
A lgeria  which seized power in  a 
m ilita ry  coup tha t set back the 
A lgerian revolution.

In  contrast to both Moscow and 
Peking, Hansen cited the Cuban 
reaction which was revo lu tiona ry  
and took great courage in  view  of 
Cuba’s exposed position. Castro 
called fo r closing ranks against 
the enemy, explained w hy a v ig - 
ourous rep ly to the aggression was 
require^,goffered m ate ria l aid to 
the Vietnamese, and made fresh 
appeals to the peoples o f the col
onial and semi-colonial lands, pa r
ticu la rly  L a tin  America, to carry 
out the ir revolutions.

F arre ll Dobbs

Los Angeles 
Socialist Dies
LOS ANGELES —  Yetta Fine, 

who lived  on the verge of death 
since rheum atic fever weakened 
her heart when she was five  years 
old, died Sept. 11 w h ile  s itting 
qu ie tly  at home w ith  her husband, 
Howard.

H er own courage and the great 
love she knew from  her husband 
and a ll who knew her had taken 
her to her forty-e ighth  year.

She had been a socialist since 
she was 14. O rig ina lly  a member 
o f the Young Peoples Socialist 
League and Socialist Party, she 
jo ined in  founding the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  in  1938 and re
mained a loya l member u n til her 
death.

Socialists Back 
Negro Nominee 
In Cleveland

C LEVELAN D  —  The Cleveland 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  and the 
Young Socialist A lliance have an
nounced the ir support of F rank lin  
Anderson, independent candidate 
fo r Cleveland C ity  Council in 
Ward 20. •

Anderson, 28, is a m ilita n t young 
Negro w ith  much experience in 
the c iv il rights struggle. He ex
plained tha t he is runn ing  as an 
independent, “ because you can’1 
represent the people any other 
way. They always ask allegiance 
to the party  ra ther than to the 
constituent. Running as an inde
pendent is the only way to ac
complish anyth ing and be fo r the 
people.”

Anderson’s program calls fo r a 
complete investigation o f Urban 
Renewal in  the Hough area, which 
so fa r has accomplished lit t le  but 
dem olition and boarding 1 up of 
build ings and financia l gain for 
slumlords. Also, enactment of rent 
contro l legislation by the C ity 
Council w ith  a 30 per cent reduc
tion  in  ren ta l rates; establish
ment of a citizen’s police board, 
composed o f five  members elect
ed by the public and the creation 
o f more jobs by pu tting  a ll c ity  
employees on a 30-hour week at 
40 hours pay.

In  addition to the SWP and 
YSA, Anderson has the support of 
many young Negro m ilitants, 
C leveland CORE and Citizens fo r 
Better Government, a non-par
tisan group in  W ard 20.

Mississippi Negroes 
Ousted from Congress



Monday, September 20, 1965 TH E M IL IT A N T Page Three

Marxism Again an Academic Issue

Socialist Scholars Parley
NEW YO R K — Robert H. Langs

ton, executive secretary of the 
A lexander Defense Committee, an
nounced tha t I. B. Tabata, a leader 
of the South A frican  liberation 
struggle, w il l  tou r the United 
States during  the fa ll and w in te r 
o f 1965 under the auspices of the 
Committee. M r. Tabata w il l  ad
dress meetings in  the larger cities 
and on campuses throughout the 
country. He w il l  discuss the present 
p o litica l situation in  South A frica  
and appeal fo r support to Dr. 
N ev illo  A lexander and other po
lit ic a l prisoners in  South A frica.

M r. Tabata has been active in 
the South A frican  freedom move
m ent since the early th irties. He 
was a delegate to the 1935 found
ing conference o f the A ll-A fr ic a n  
Convention, a federation o f A f r i
can civic, po litica l, peasant, and 
professional organizations. In  1943, 
he was one of the founders of 
the U n ity  Movement of South 
A frica , w hich extended the un ity  
achieved by the A ll-A fr ic a n  Con
vention to organizations of other 
oppressed non-w hite groups.

In  1961, M r. Tabata became 
president o f the A frican  Peoples 
Democratic Union o f Southern 
A frica , a m u ltirac ia l po litica l party 
committed to the program of the 
U n ity  Movement. D uring  the fo r
ties and fifties, M r. Tabata led 
the peasant opposition in the 
Transkei “ native reserve”  to the 
government’s p lunder of the A fr i 
cans’ cattle and to the govern
m ent’s b ru ta l efforts to compel co
operation w ith  the phony “ native 
representation”  scheme. He has 
been arrested many times fo r his 
activ ities and was banned from  
1956 to 1961, In  1963, facing cer
ta in  imprisonment, he was assigned 
by the U n ity  Movement and A.P.

I. B . Tabata

D.U.S.A. to continue his leadership 
from  Zambia.

M r. Tabata is w ide ly regarded 
as one of the most eloquent speak
ers and as the leading po litica l 
theorist o f the South A frican  l ib 
eration movement. In  addition to 
numerous pamphlets and articles, 
he has w ritten  three books, the 
best known of which, Education 
fo r Barbarism, is a penetrating 
analysis of the social, cu ltu ra l, and 
po litica l background of the South 
A frican  regime’s attem pt to frag
ment the A frican  com m unity by 
imposing “ tr ib a l”  education.

A ll  inquiries concerning M r. Ta- 
bata’s tou r should be directed to: 
A lexander Defense Committee, 
P.O. Box 345, Canal Street Sta
tion, New York, N. Y. 10013.

The American 
Way of Life

For me personally, prosperity 
a rrived when I  reached the stage 
of affluence where I  opened a spe
c ia l checkihg account to pay m y 
b ills  w ith  (no m in im um  balance 
required and a charge of a dime 
a check plus a h a lf buck a 
m o n th ). Now I ’m unhappy.

A  new bank has opened in  New 
Y o rk  w hich offers a lo t more 
service than mine, bu t the require
ments are somewhat s tiffe r. In  
fact they may even be s t if f  fo r 
people better o ff than me. Per
sonal checking accounts w il l  re 
quire a m in im um  balance of $25,
000 (fo r business accounts i t  w il l  
be $50,000). B u t according to a re
cent New Y ork Times report, La 
Banque Continentale w il l  o ffe r 
an im aginative va rie ty  of services 
and features — a ll o f them, like  
the checking service itself, abso
lu te ly  free. (O f course there won’t 
be any interest paid on the ba l
ance maintained in the bank. B u t 
a fte r a ll, on $25,000 i t  w ould only 
amount to $1,000 in  the course of 
a year.)

To begin w ith , you won’t  have 
to rub elbows w ith  a ll kinds of 
people when you’re in  line  to make 
a deposit. “ I t  w il l  be patterned 
a fte r an exclusive priva te  club 
where privileges and services w il l  
be extended only to appropriately 
sponsored and approved mem
bers,”  assures M r. A rth u r Roth, 
board chairman.

Those perm itted to p lunk down 
the ir 25 grand w il l  enter the 
banks through heavy bronze doors 
(apparently on the theory that 
people w ith  tha t k ind  of loot 
shouldn’t use glass banks). In 
side they’l l  find  a specially tra ined 
sta ff equipped to take the ir mon
ey, translate le tters and docu
ments, ca rry  out personal secre
ta r ia l assignments, get theater tic k 
ets, plane reservations, etc.

B y H erm an P o rte r
NEW YORK —  The firs t annual 

Socialist Scholars Conference was 
held at Columbia U n ivers ity  Sept. 
11-12. About 900 persons registered 
fo r the conference and somewhat 
more attended at least one of the 
fou r sessions. Professors, who 
made up a significant part of the 
audience as w e ll as the great ma
jo r ity  of the speakers, came from  
a ll over the country. Many stu
dents attended.

The high point of the meeting 
was the fin a l panel on “ The Fu
ture of American Socialism.” 
Staughton Lynd, Yale professor, 
associate ed itor of L iberation  mag
azine, and form er director o f the 
Mississippi Freedom Schools, gave 
an opening speech and led the 
panel discussion which followed.

Socialist View
Lynd, the best known spokes

man o f the New Left, began by 
a ffirm in g  the basic ideas of the 
socialist movement and pointing 
out tha t the New L e ft was not so 
d iffe ren t from  earlie r American 
radicalism. In  a modem society, 
public ownership and planning of 
the economy is the only possible 
starting point fo r the bu ild ing  of 
a humane w orld ; the a lternative 
is the end of democracy and w orld  
destruction, he said.

Lynd asserted that a num ber of 
things had happened which M arx 
did not forsee: 1) The death agony 
of capitalism had been prolonged. 
2) The im perialists had been able 
to export the ir economic problems, 
w ith  the result tha t revolutions 
were occurring in  the * colonial 
w orld. 3) Crises in the West tend

K a r l M a rx

toward war, ra ther than toward 
economic breakdown.

The program of American so
cialists must be antiw ar, and rev
o lu tionary ra ther than reform ist 
and should seek to develop ins titu 
tions o f dual power, he concluded. 
A  united fro n t against reaction is 
possible, he suggested.

Lynd foresees an unfo ld ing of a 
social crisis in  the U.S. that w ill 
open the possib ility fo r socialist 
changes. A  tim e w il l  come when 
U.S. troops w il l  be involved in 
pu tting  down revolutions a ll over 
the w orld. Resistance to these wars 
w il l  grow inside the U.S. and in  
the rest of the w orld. The govern
ment w il l  be driven to increased 
repressions at home against this 
opposition to its policies. Radical
ism w il l  become popular in  the 
course of defending the rights tha t 
have already been won and ac
cepted — self-determ ination abroad

•  • Vietnam Day Committee

Special safety deposit service 
w il l  be available fo r bank patrons, 
w ith  the vau lt rem aining open 
u n til tw o a.m. on certain gala oc
casions like  the opening of the 
M et or- the Philharm onic, so you 
can drop the fam ily  jewels o ff on 
the way home. And you won’t 
have to drop them in to  any rusty 
old tin  box. Each customer w il l  
have a handmade wooden chest.

One of the special services 
which struck me as pa rticu la rly  
interesting is tha t i f  you run short 
anywhere in  Manhattan you jus t 
call the bank which w il l  p rom ptly  
dispatch a messenger w ith  the 
necessary cash. The brochure puts 
a $500 l im it  on this, bu t M r. Roth 
confides they’l l  send more i f  a 
customer wants it. “ A fte r a ll,”  
comments th is rem arkably reason
able man, “ w hy should members 
be inconvenienced by having to 
run down to the bank?”

Another th ing we like  about 
the whole setup is tha t there w il l  
be a m in im um  of nosiness on the 
part o f the staff. Depositors w il l  
be subjected to a thorough finan 
cia l check, bu t there won’t  be a lo t 
o f needless questions.

“ We developed a new question
naire fo r th is purpose,”  Roth ex
plains. “ Most wealthy people are 
re luctant to give in form ation 
about themselves. We are asking 
questions like  ‘M y income is over 
$1 m illio n  a year, $2 m illio n  a 
year; m y net w orth  is in  excess 
of $5 m illion , $10 m illio n .’ They 
sim ply check the appropriate 
b lank.”

But the p icture isn’t  flawless. 
One feature which caught our eye 
is tha t a French bu tle r and maid 
w il l  serve refreshments in  rest 
areas. B u t M r. Roth somewhat 
s t if f ly  notes, “ Oh, no, there w il l  be 
no liquo r served.’’ .

H a rry  Ring

(Continued from Page 1)
bers of people at a moment’s n o 
tice when learning of a particu la r 
troop tra in  or of w ar m aterial be
ing loaded fo r Vietnam. A  typ ical 
example of th is occurred on Sep
tember 5th when the VDC learned 
of a Mexican freighter, El M exi- 
cano, which had docked in Oak
land and whose crew, then en
gaged in a wage conflict, had re
fused to carry w ar supplies to 
Vietnam.

The VDC qu ick ly  organized a 
sympathy demonstration at the 
Oakland w aterfron t w ith in  earshot 
o f the crew, w ith  60 demonstrators 
p icketing and shouting words of 
encouragement. A  member of the 
VDC, to ting a bu ll horn, spoke in  
Spanish as a group of waving 
crewmen "yelled back the ir ap
proval. • -

The crew itse lf released a pub
lic  statement which said: “ We
crew members o f the fre igh ter El 
Mexicano are in con flic t on the 
issue of wages [$3 a day] but we 
as members of the crew w ish to

state pub lic ly  that we are opposed 
to carry ing m unitions fo r the U n it
ed States w ar against the V ie t
namese people.”

The Mexican ship had refused 
several weeks before in  Los A n 
geles to ship w ar goods to V ie t
nam because the “ Mexican gov
ernment d idn ’t  want a ship fly in g  
its flag  to enter the w ar zone.”  
The munitions were then trans
ferred to the Greek ship E m b iri- 
cos whose crew also refused to 
sail ships w ith  such w ar goods.

In . a press release seat to' the 
Greek fre igh ter and leading Greek 
da ily  newspapers, the VDC de
clared: “ We support and salute 
your courage in refusing to carry 
w ar materials to V ietnam . . . We 
also wish to pub lic ly  salute the 
Greek crews on the fre ighters Is
land Skipper and Embiricos which 
refused to carry U.S. w ar m ateria l 
to V ietnam .”

Await Fall Term
The VDC is hopeful of swelling 

its ranks when the U n ivers ity  of 
C aliforn ia  reopens its regular Fa ll 
Semester on September 20. The 
in flu x  of students re turn ing  from  
vacations to the Berkeley campus 
includes many c iv il rights workers 
from  the South, Free Speech 
Movement members and other ac
tiv is ts  who are expected to jo in  
the Committee.

Recently the VDC has learned 
that a Faculty Committee at U.C. 
is preparing a report tha t w il l  be 
an opening salvo of an attack 
aimed at the Committee. Accord
ing to one of the VDC leaders the 
V ie t Committee w il l  be blasted as 
being “ inconsistent”  w ith  the pur
pose of a university.

O ther pub lic ity  projects of the 
VDC include a newspaper, a mag
azine, a book entitled “ D id  You 
Vote fo r W ar”  fea turing  a collec
tion of speeches delivered at the 
May 21-22 “ teach-in”  and a film  
tha t is to be na tiona lly  d istributed.

The VDC is also active in  a 
fund-ra is ing  campaign fo r the Oct. 
15-16 In te rnationa l Days of Pro
test and the various activ ities i t  
is engaged in  apart from  this. Con
tribu tions can be sent to : V ie t
nam Day Committee, 2407 Fulton 
St., Berkeley, Calif.

and democracy in  th is country —  
he predicted.

Lynd ’s s p ir it o f revo lu tionary 
optim ism was apparently upsetting 
to Dr. H erbert Aptheker, the Com
m unist P a rty ’s leading in te llectua l 
spokesman and advocate o f “ peace
fu l coexistence”  between the U.S. 
and USSR. He sought to refute 
L yn d ’s argument, declaring that 
U.S. involvem ent in  w ar was not 
the p rinc ipa l danger facing the 
people. He said the m ain ques
tion  is not how to achieve social
ism, but how to prevent fascism. 
This can be done, he said, through 
“ mass involvem ent.”

Sylvester Leeks, of the H arlem  
W riters G uild, asserted tha t w hite  
America was not capable o f fig h t
ing fo r socialism and w ould not 
be u n til i t  had elim inated racism. 
The “ black lumpen pro le ta ria t”  is 
the on ly revo lu tionary force in  
Am erica now, he said.

Eugene D. Genovese', o f Rutgers 
U niversity, disagreed w ith  L yn d ’s 
revo lu tionary optim ism. There is 
“ no sign of anyth ing tha t w il l  
b ring  about a crisis that Lynd  
sees in the foreseeable fu tu re ,”  he 
said. I f  such a crisis was to oc
cur in  the near future, he was 
pessimistic about the outcome. In  
Genovese’s view, American social
ists have decades i f  not 50 to 100 
years in  which US prepare.

New Movement
Norman Fruchter, one o f the 

editors of Studies on the L e ft, 
stressed the importance o f the be
ginnings o f a movement tha t now 
exists — includ ing  members o f 
the Student Nonvio lent Coordinat
ing Committee, Students fo r  a 
Democratic Society, the N orthern 
Student Movement, and other com
m un ity  organizers.

He sketched the stages through 
which a mass movement m ight 
evolve: F irs t, local organizations 
must be b u ilt which can not be 
co-opted by -the government by us
ing w elfare or war.:.on-poverty 
money as bribes. These organiza
tions w il l  fo rm  coalitions. F ina lly , 
a national movement w il l  coalesce, 
out of which a po litica l pa rty  w il l  
grow. A t some stage there w il l  be 
an attem pt to lin k  up w ith  the 
black nationa list movement.

The other panels were o f less 
interest. In  the firs t, on Class and 
Ideology, H. H. W ilson and R ich
ard Ham ilton of Princeton refuted 
the contention o f some sociologists 
tha t the w ork ing  class tended to
w ard authoritarian ism  more than 
the m iddle class.

Forms of Imperialism
Conor Cruise O ’Brien, who ex

posed the reactionary role o f the 
UN in  the Congo a fte r being 
ousted from  the UN mission there 
and who is now teaching at New 
York U niversity, spoke on Con
tem porary Forms o f Im peria lism , 
bu t disappointingly did not relate 
his experiences in  the Congo. The 
outstanding contribu tion  to the 
panel on M odem  Im peria lism  was 
made instead by T im othy H arding, 
of C a liforn ia  State College a t Los 
Angeles, who spoke on U.S. im 
perialism  in La tin  America.

In  the session on Am erican Con
servatism the speakers, A lan  Gutt- 
mann of Am herst College and 
W arren Susman of Rutgers U n i
versity, pointed out the value of 
socialists studying the criticism s 
of capitalism  made by early conser
vatives. The most lucid  comments 
were made by A ileen S. K ra d ito r 
of Rhode Island College.

This f irs t Socialist Scholars Con
ference was surpris ing ly success
fu l and a very im portan t event. 
M axw e ll Geismar, noted lite ra ry  
critic , pointed to the significance 
of the conference when he said 
i t  marked a “ v ic to ry  fo r humanism 
in  post-McCarthy Am erica.”  Such 
9 conference, in  which many aca
demic figures met as socialist 
scholars could not have taken 
place w ithou t the change in  recent 
years in  the s tiflin g  atmosphere 
th ^ t was generated on the campus 
and in  public l ife  generally dur
ing the days o f M cCarthy.

j Jerry  Rubitt
Berkeley Student Leader

S. African Revolutionary 
Will Make Tour of U.S.
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A CYNICAL GAME

How Johnson Uses Poverty Issue

. . . India vs. Pakistan
i

(Continued from Page 1)
repair, blocked economic progress and le f t  the im peria lis ts  in  a 
position to p lay one state o ff against the other.

The local Pakistani and Ind ian  capita lists and landlords — 
.tied to  and subordinate to the financ ia l oligarchies of B r ita in  and 
increasingly o f the U.S. —  have been absolutely incapable of 
so lving the economic and social problems of the area, and mass 
starvation remains —  as i t  was under B ritish  ru le  —  an every
day feature.

The U.S. added explosive m ateria l by sucking Pakistan in to  
the South East Asia T rea ty  Organization and supply ing i t  heavy 
arms, as pa rt o f the im peria lis t encirclem ent o f China. Then, by 
the same logic, i t  launched an even heavier arms bu ildup  in  In 
dia a fte r the border clashes between Ind ia  and China in  1962.

In  one sense, the U.S. im peria lis ts  have outsmarted them 
selves in  th is  a ffa ir, fo r the social structures in  both Pakistan 
and Ind ia  are so frag ile  tha t anyth ing  could happen. The conflic t, 
according to  W a lte r L ippm ann in  his Sept. 9 column “ w i l l  leave 
the whole  subcontinent sown w ith  the seeds o f revo lu tion .”

As fa r  as the issue of K ashm ir is concerned, there is not the 
s lightest doubt tha t the r ig h t o f se lf-dete rm ination  by the pre
dom inate ly Moslem population of K ashm ir has been fo rc ib ly  
suppressed by the Ind ian  government. A fte r  the fig h tin g  in  
Kashm ir in  1947-48 was ended by a U N -a rb itra te d  ceasefire line, 
both Pakistan and Ind ia  agreed to the UN  recommendation fo r 
a vo te  in  K ashm ir to determ ine its  status.

B u t the Ind ian  government v io la ted its  agreement and 
u n ila te ra lly  refused to a llow  th is p lebiscite fo r one reason and one 
reason on ly : I t  knows i t  w ou ld  lose the vote. This hasn’t  stopped 
the “ dem ocratic”  U.S. from  being less and less ve iled in  its  sup
p o rt o f the Ind ian  position.

The problem, however, cannot be solved by a w ar in  the 
interests o f the exp lo iting  classes o f Pakistan or Ind ia  and 
th e ir  governments. This is a w a r between tw o  reactionary semi
colonia l governments in  w hich the masses o f Pakistan and Ind ia  
w i l l  be cannon fodder fo r the greed and g lo ry  of th e ir  own ex- 
ploiters._ _________________ ___________ ____ ____ _ ___________

IrT th is  regard the u ncritica l support by the Chinese govern
m ent to the reactionary regime in  Pakistan in  th is  con flic t is 
obscene, and a v io la tion  of the Len in is t p rinc ip le  of in te rna tiona l 
w o rk ing  class so lida rity  and opposition to cap ita lis t wars. The 
Soviet leaders, fo r th e ir  part, are appearing more and more neu
tra l on the Ind ian  side. For example, the Ind ian  defense m in ister, 
Y . B. Chavan, to ld  the Ind ian  parliam ent last week tha t the Soviet 
Union had agreed to supply Ind ia  w ith  submarines.

B y contrast, the Cuban government radio declared Sept. 6: 
“ In  Asia and A frica  the present borders have been drawn by the 
colonialists and they are the real source o f the con flic t.”  The 
broadcast concluded by saying th a t “ fo r the peoples of Ind ia  and 
Pakistan . . . the real enemy is im peria lism  and especially Yankee 
im peria lism .”

We believe revo lu tionary  socialists th roughout the w orld  
should support the stand taken by the new ly form ed Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  of India, w hich ju s t before the outbreak o f the 
w ar declared:

“ The K ashm ir problem, w hich  has been kept a live by the 
cap ita lis t governments both in  Pakistan and Ind ia  as a ‘safety 
va lve ’ to d iv e rt popular discontent, cannot be resolved by w ar 
between the tw o  countries. A  ra tiona l solution of the problem  
can be found on ly under a socialist confederation of Ind ia  and 
Pakistan on the basis of the dem ocratica lly determ ined w i l l  of 
the people.”

A Deadly System
A  grow ing  num ber o f people are acutely aware of the nu 

clear th rea t created by the cap ita lis t system. N ot as many realize 
the extent o f o ther threats to human life  produced by the cap
ita lis t d rive  fo r p ro fits  —  a d rive  waged w ith  a rem arkab ly 
mindless, not to speak o f heartless, lack of concern fo r human 
w elfare .

The latest reve la tion in  th is regard was made by D r. C la ir 
C. Paterson, research associate in  geochemistry at the C a lifo rn ia  
In s titu te  o f Technology. D r. Paterson reported tha t w o rld -w id e  
contam ination of the a ir by lead from  m otor gasoline has reached 
“ a la rm ing”  proportions.

Throw n o ff by car exhausts, the leve l of the poisonous lead 
in  the blood stream of the average Am erican has risen to nearly 
h a lf the leve l where obvious symptoms o f lead poisoning appear. 
And, over a longer period of tim e, Dr. Paterson said, low er doses 
m ay produce more subtle results, such as the im pairm ent of 
thought processes.

We don’t  know  i f  the answer to th is problem  lies in  such 
th ings as the e lim ina tion  of lead from  gasoline or in  more effec
tiv e  exhausts, bu t an answer is obviously needed. However, don’t 
look fo r  one from  the gasoline industry . A  spokesman fo r the 
Am erican Petroleum  Ins titu te  has already issued an “ assurance”  
th a t “ medical evidence proves conclusive ly”  tha t lead po llu tion  of 
the a ir  is no th rea t to pub lic  heaith. C learly, p ro fits  have become 
a costly business.

By H erm an Porter
In  recent months much has 

been w ritte n  about the problems 
of poor people in  this country, 
problems Johnson proposes to 
come to grips w ith  in  his much 
touted "w a r on poverty.”  A  b rie f 
review  of the facts shows that 
Johnson’s “ w a r”  doesn’t  even 
amount to a skirm ish.

Early this year the Departm ent 
of Health, Education and W elfare 
prepared a set of statistics on 
poverty in  the United States. They 
have a low  standard fo r what 
constitutes poverty: fo r a fam ily  
of four, not liv in g  on a farm , an 
annual income of $3,130 is the ir 
d iv id ing  line ; fo r an e lderly per
son liv in g  on a farm , i t  is jus t 
$1,000. In  1963, according to these 
standards, 34.5 m illio n  people 
lived in poverty: seven m illio n  
fam ilies, and five  m illio n  people 
liv in g  alone.

Who are these poor? More than 
five  m illio n  are old, 65 or over. 
Another six m illio n  are children. 
O ne-quarter of the poor fam ilies 
are nonwhite. Two m illio n  fam 
ilies w ithou t fathers account fo r 
about one-quarter of the poor. 
More than ha lf the fam ilies of 
fa rm  workers live  in  poverty; 
over 500,000 of these fam ilies 
earned less than $3,000 in  1962.

Wages Low
A bout ha lf the poor fam ilies are 

headed by workers whose wages 
are ju s t too low  to  support a fam 
i ly  above the level of grind ing 
poverty. Two m illio n  o f these 
w ork  fu l l  tim e throughout the 
year, bu t s ti l l  can’t  make i t ;  and 
one and a h a lf m illio n  are un
employed part of the year.

M any o f those who live  in  pov
e rty  cannot support themselves: 
the aged, the disabled, and fam 
ilies w ith  small ch ildren and no 
father. A bout eight m illio n  of the 
34.5 m illio n  poverty stricken re
ceived some fo rm  o f public as
sistance in 1963, bu t the help was 
so m iserly as to leave them w ell 
below the government’s standard 
o f poverty. I t  w ould have taken 
an additional fiv e  b illio n  dollars 
to raise the income of the tw o m il
lion fam ilies w ith o u t fathers up to 
the line  defin ing poverty. Social 
security payments are so low  as 
to leave many of the aged in 
poverty.

The government standards used 
above define abject poverty. I f  
we define “ the poor”  as those who 
earn less than is needed to p ro 
vide a “ modest bu t adequate”  
standard o f liv ing , then most 
workers, includ ing the overw helm 
ing m a jo rity  of Negroes, m ust be 
classified as poor. According to 
the U.S. Departm ent o f Labor’s 
standards, i t  takes $123 a week, or 
$6,418 a year, to provide a fam 
ily  of fou r liv in g  in  a c ity  such a 
modest liv in g  standard. However, 
fo r purposes of argument, le t’s ac
cept the governm ent’s very low  
standards as we take a look at 
Johnson’s “ w ar on poverty”  to see 
whom i t  helps and w ha t i t  w il l 
actually accomplish fo r  the poor.

Little Money
The f irs t th ing  to note is the 

puny scale o f the “ w ar.”  The ad
m in is tra tion  claims that the costs 
during the f irs t year were almost 
$800 m illio n  —  w hich is less than  
one-tenth o f the additional money 
the poor need annually tb raise 
the ir standard o f liv in g  up to the 
government’s de fin ition  of pover
ty. B ut even the $800 m illio n  f ig 
ure is a gross exaggeration o f the 
additional amount being spent as 
a resu lt o f the “ w ar.”  Much of 
the money represents merely the 
renaming of old projects tha t ex
isted before the “ w a r”  began.

W hat is worse, only a small part 
of these funds actually gets in to  
the hands o f the poor. Most of 
the money goes to the people who 
got jobs in the “ w ar on poverty”  
projects, especially those w ith  
re la tive ly  high salaries: adm in
istrators who often make more 
than $20,000 a year; counselors,

P O C K E T O F P O V E R T Y . Scene on In d ian  reservation in  northern  
part of Minnesota. Since Indians don’t have vote, you don’t even 
hear ta lk  about “w arrin g ” on the ir poverty.

teachers and social workers. In  
the O ffice of Economic Oppor
tun ity , 65 adm inistrators, one out 
o f every 18 people employed, 
make over $19,000 a year.

Most s tr ik ing  is the fact that 
Johnson’s program  has noth ing to 
do w ith  solving the problems of 
the vast m a jo rity  o f those liv in g  
in  poverty. M a in ly  i t  provides 
some educational and vocational 
tra in ing  projects and some at
tempts at social work.

Sargent Shriver, head of the 
“ an tipoverty”  program, made the 
grossly exaggerated cla im  before 
the Senate Labor Committee that 
the “ poor served as of June 30”  
by the programs would to ta l 1,167
000. Even tha t figu re  represents 
only three percent o f those in dire 
poverty.

Token Projects
Some 600,000 of those supposed

ly  helped were “ beneficiaries”  of 
the Com m unity Action Programs, 
he claimed. Most o f these pro
grams are only in  the planning 
stage. A  few grants have been ap
proved fo r “ demonstration”  p ro j
ects — token efforts tha t involve 
an ins ign ificant number of people. 
Thus far, the m a jo rity  of people 
whose economic status has been 
improved by the Com m unity A c
tion  Programs have been those on 
the payro ll. So S hrive r’s figu re  
of 600,000 is way too high.

The next largest program in 
terms o f the number of people a f
fected is called Operation Head 
Start. Claims were made tha t as 
many as 500,000 preschool ch il
dren from  poor neighborhoods 
w ould get s ix to eight weeks tra in 
ing this summer to prepare them 
fo r school in  the fa ll. This program 
provided some summer jobs fo r 
teachers and college students, but 
no money fo r the poor.

Student Program
The O ffice of Economic Oppor

tu n ity  claimed tha t more than 
100,000 college students from  poor 
fam ilies w il l  get pa rt-tim e  jobs 
in  the College W ork-S tudy pro
gram in the coming school year. 
B u t they have had great d iff ic u lty  
in  find ing  students who qua lify  
under th is section of the Economic 
O pportun ity Act of 1964. Most o f 
these jobs already existed and the 
government program merely ad
m inisters, pays for, and takes 
cred it fo r them. '

Most of the jobs in  the Neigh
borhood Youth Corps and the col
lege program are not covered by 
the federal m in im um  wage law, 
and preva iling  wages are usually 
considerably less than $1.25 per 
hour.

B u t ru lings thus fa r indicate 
that most young people in  the p ro 
grams w il l  be paid the $1.25 m i
nim um . The result w il l  be tha t in  
many cases, especially in  the 
South, regular workers w ith  fam 

ilies who are liv in g  in  dire pover
ty  w il l  be paid less than the young 
people being trained in  the “ an ti
poverty program ”  w ork ing  at the 
same job. '

“ A n tipove rty ”  o ffic ia ls  say the 
“ w a r”  w il l  last at least a genera
tion. I t  is obvious tha t Johnson's 
program w il l  never e lim inate pov
erty, and w il l  not even reduce i t
—  even i f  considerably larger 
sums are spent on these projects.

W hat Johnson’s “ w a r on pov
e rty ”  provides is a set of public 
relations gimmicks to confuse 
people about the real causes of 
and cures fo r poverty. I t  also pro
vides patronage jobs which en
able those who run  society to ex
tend the ir influence in to  the ghet
tos and other slums. I t  provides 
an outlet in  social w ork  fo r some 
of those who m ight otherwise tu rn  
to more m ilita n t and effective 
means to fig h t poverty. B u t i t  
doesn’t  even take the firs t real 
step in the direction of ending 
poverty.

Require Jobs
W hat the poor need is money 

and jobs. A ny  government seri
ously interested in  figh ting  pov
e rty  would start by extending the 
m in im um  wage law  to cover ev
ery worker. That simple act, which 
would cost the government no
thing, would do more to reduce 
poverty than Johnson’s whole 
“ w ar.”  Even i f  th is were done, 
however, the present m in im um  
wage is so low  tha t those support
ers of a fa m ily  who are paid that 
lit t le  fa ll below the government’s 
standards fo r extreme poverty. 
Obviously, everyone who is against 
poverty should be fo r a much 
higher m in im um  wage. But that 
doesn’t  include Johnson.

A  shorter workweek w ith  no re
duction in  pay is necessary to 
fig h t unemployment. Unem ploy
ment compensation at union-scale 
wages should be paid fo r the fu l l  
period of unemployment. A  vast 
public housing program is neces
sary to tear down the slums and 
provide decent housing fo r all. Job 
d iscrim ination, school segregation, 
and every other fo rm  of racial op
pression must be ended before 
Negroes and other m ino rity  groups 
w il l  be free o f poverty.

Those who are unable to w ork
—  the old, the disabled, fam ilies 
w ith  small ch ildren and no one to 
support them —  should be p ro 
vided w ith  enough money by the 
federal government to liv e  com
fo rtab ly  instead of being forced to 
live  in  hum ilia ting  poverty. This 
rich society could easily do tha t 
w ith  only a part o f the money i t  
now uses fo r  war.

These are some of the things 
necessary fo r a realistic w ar on 
poverty. Just to lis t them is 
enough to show tha t Johnson is 
not waging such a war.
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THE DOMINICAN CRISIS

Armed People Still the Key
[The fo llow ing  reports were w r it 

ten shortly  before the outbreak of 
the India-Pakistan war. The re f
erences to the mass struggles 
against economic privations and to 
the governm ent repressions clearly 
indicate tha t the Ind ian govern
ment is using the w ar w ith  Pakis
tan to d ive rt the people from  the ir 
real d ifficu lties .— E d i t o r ]

BO M BAY  —  A  three-day con
ference of Trotskyists from  d if
ferent states, w h ich  concluded 
here Aug. 9, decided to fo rm  a 
new po litica l party  to be known 
as the Socialist W orkers Party, 
w ith  the immediate objective of 
b ring ing  about a regroupm ent of 
the M arxist-Len in ist forces to 
achieve a speedy socialist trans
form ation of Ind ian society.

The conference, which was 
chaired by Shri Somendra Kum ar, 
a trade union leader, elected a 
nine-member organizing com m it
tee, w ith  Shri M u rlidha r Parija  
of Bombay as secretary.

A  policy statement adopted by 
the conference attribu ted  the 
present‘ deepening crisis of the In 
dian economy (acute food short
age, in fla tiona ry  trend, etc.) 18 
years a fte r independence and de
spite three five-year plans, as due 
to the basic policies of the Con
gress government, which seeks to 
bu ild  capitalism in  the country 
under the disguise of a “ socialist 
pattern”  in a period o f the decay 
o f w orld  capitalism.

The party  therefore calls fo r the 
creation of a united fro n t of the 
le ft  to fig h t fo r dislodging the ru l
ing capita lis t class and establish
ing councils of workers and pea
sants.

Self-Determination
The party  calls fo r a negotiated 

settlement of Ind ia ’s border and 
other disputes \y ith  neighboring 
countries, includ ing China, Pakis
tan, Ceylon, Nepal and Burma.

A  resolution adopted by the con
ference states tha t the people of 
Kashm ir should have the r ig h t of 
self-determination. On Goa, the 
conference favored a referendum, 
le tting  the Goan people freely 
decide whether they w ould like  
to merge w ith  the neighboring 
state of Maharashtra or remain an 
independent state w ith in  the In 
dian Union.

The party  called fo r the settle
ment of a ll interstate border dis
putes w ith in  the Ind ian Union on 
the basis of the democratically de
term ined w il l  o f the people con
cerned. I t  criticized the trad itiona l 
le ft  parties fo r  exh ib iting  a re
gional chauvinistic attitude on 
these questions.

In te rna tiona lly , the new party  is 
pledged to support the struggles 
of the workers of the advanced 
capita lis t countries fo r socialism 
and solidarizes w ith  the libera
tion struggle of the colonial and 
semicolonial people. I t  also sup
ports the people in  the workers 
states in  the ir struggle against 
bureaucracy and fo r socialist dem
ocracy.

The party is committed to a 
po licy of unconditional defense of 
the workers states, including the 
Soviet Union, China, N orth V ie t
nam, Yugoslavia and Cuba in the 
event of im peria lis t aggression.

Bound Volumes
of

The Militant
are available for the years 1950 to 
1963 at $8.50 per volume ($9 out
side the U.S.) They provide a rich 
running history of the McCarthy era, 
the civil-rights struggle, the Cuban 
revolution, the world anti-imperialist 
movement.

Send check or money order to
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116 University Place 
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A rbitrary Jailings 
In India

A  Sept. 12 New  Y ork  Times 
dispatch from  Bombay said 
that a U P I photographer is in 
ja il in  Bombay because he 
photographed rioting in  the  
city of Poona last week. The  
dispatch added: ‘The M ah ar-  
a s h t  r  a state government 
banned all photographs —  
and most reporting —  of the 
rioting. I t  said publicity  
would cause disturbances 
elsewhere. The photographer 
. . . was arrested under the 
Defense of Ind ia  rules, p rov i
sions of which give the gov
ernment the right to ignore 
normal c iv il liberties. Under 
the rules, anyone can be held 
for a long . period w ithout 
tr ia l. Hundreds of people a ll 
over the country have been 
arrested under the Defense 
of Ind ia  rules in  the last few  
days.”

On Vietnam, the party  calls fo r 
united action by the Indian and 
in ternationa l working-class move
ment against U.S. im peria lis t ag
gression. I t  scored the Shastri gov
ernm ent fo r its servile a ttitude to
w ard U.S. im peria lism  on Vietnam 
and other questions. I t  stands fo r 
Ind ia ’s immediate w ithd raw a l from  
the B ritish  Commonwealth.

The new party  has fra te rna l re
lations w ith  the Fourth In te rna
tiona l founded by Leon Trotsky. 
Its  headquarters are to be in Bom
bay.

By Fred Halstead
SEPT. 15 — W ith  the swearing 

in on Sept. 3 of a provisional gov
ernment headed by Hector G ar- 
cia-Godoy, the U.S. State Depart
ment has fin a lly  succeeded in re
establishing in  the Dominican Re
public a single government which 
rests on U.S. sufferance and U.S. 
troops fo r its existence. B u t neither 
the provisional government nor 
the U.S. m ilita ry  has a free hand 
in  the country as yet and the is
sue of whether the island nation 
w il l  proceed w ith  its revolution or 
be battered back in to  bloody reac
tion remains to be decided.

A  key factor in  th is decision is 
whether the provisional govern
ment w il l  succeed in  disarm ing 
the revo lu tionary people —  both 
those in  the c ity  of Santo Domingo 
where some 12,000 modern combat 
weapons were distributed last 
A p r il and those in the countryside 
where some of the Santo Domingo 
arms were taken and where other 
arms caches were reportedly open
ed and d istributed.

The accord by w hich the p ro v i
sional government was set up —  
the Dominican Reconciliation Act
—  provides fo r the disarm ing of 
c iv ilians on the one hand, and 
the re turn  to the ir b ille ts of the 
m ilita ry  forces of the r ig h t-w in g  
jun ta  on the other. I t  does not set
tle  the question of w hat happens 
w ith  the 10,000 U.S. troops (under 
the name o f the Organization of 
American States) s ti l l  occupying 
the country. The T ru jil lis ta  m ili
ta ry  forces, backed by the U.S. 
troops, could at any moment come 
out of the ir b ille ts  to terrorize an 
unarmed population. The popula
tion, however, is not yet disarmed.

The accord was signed by con
stitu tiona lis t leader Francisco 
Caamano and pledges the constitu

tiona lis t forces “ w ith in  a pruden
tia l period”  to gather the arms 
and tu rn  them over to reception 
points set up by the provisional 
government. Just how many of 
these arms w ill actually be turned 
over, and how many retained, 
either openly or secretly, remains 
to be seen.

The m ilita ry  jun ta  headed by 
Gen. Anton io  Im bert Barreras — 
which was set up under the pro
tection of the U.S. invasion after 
the constitu tionalist upris ing over
th rew  the r ig h t-w in g  dictatorship 
last A p r il — did not actually sign 
the Reconciliation Act. I t  s im ply 
resigned to make way fo r the 
provisional government.

W ealthy Fam ily
Provisional President G arcia- 

Godoy is a member of one of the 
leading fam ilies in  the Dominican 
o ligarchy of wealth. Both he and 
members o f his fa m ily  had been 
o ffic ia ls  in  the regime of the 
blopdy ty ra n t Rafael T ru jillo . 
However, after T ru ji l lo ’s assassina
tion and the election in Dec. 1963 
o f the libera l Juan Bosch, G arcia- 
Godoy was foreign m inister in 
Bosch’s short-lived  regime. Bosch 
was overthrown by a m ilita ry  coup 
in September, 1963.

The provisional government is 
pledged to uphold a general 
amnesty fo r a ll those involved in 
the figh ting  since the A p r il 24 con
s titu tiona lis t uprising. (So called 
because i t  demanded restoration of 
the 1963 constitution w hich in 
cluded land reform , c iv il liberties 
fo r a ll inc lud ing leftists, and other 
democratic reforms.) The govern
ment is also pledged to hold elec
tions next May.

The U.S. State Departm ent has 
been plugging form er president 
Joaquin Balaguer, a T ru jil lo  
henchman, as a candidate, bu t a ll

observers agree that th is would be 
impossible in  an honest election. 
“ The tru th  is that the A p r il revo lt 
has picked up country-w ide  sup
port and U.S. popu larity  has h it 
bottom,”  w rote Washington news
men Evans and Novack in the ir 
syndicated column Sept. 3. “ No
body as fa r removed from  the 
revo lt and as pro-Yankee as 
Balaguer could be elected today.”

The A p r il uprising did not 
achieve its goal of a constitutional 
government, due to the U.S. inva
sion. The U.S. has succeeded in  
getting away w ith  its in tervention 
and setting up another puppet gov
ernment. B u t i t  has had to pro
ceed like  a fox in  the face o f the 
revo lu tionary mood of the people. 
Its moves —  such as supporting 
the amnesty and rem oving the 
b ru ta l Gen. Wessin y Wessin to 
M iam i —  have been designed 
above a ll to create conditions 
where the people w il l  a llow  them
selves to be disarmed.

B u t the pressing economic and 
social problems o f the country 
cannot be solved in any bu t a 
revo lu tionary direction. The U.S. 
big business interests, the oligarchy 
and the T ru jil lis ta  m ilita ry  caste 
w il l  not give up the ir blood-suck
ing privileges. And the people, 
having tasted freedom, w il l  not 
re turn vo lu n ta rily  to a life  of 
b ru ta l explo itation. The “ m iddle 
road”  w hich Garcia-Godoy is sup
posed to represent can be nothing 
bu t a h igh ly  unstable interlude 
w h ile  the o ligarchy and the U.S. 
authorities prepare to restore the 
system o f exp lo itation w ith  blood 
and fire . B u t at the same time, 
the mass of the people do ilp t feel 
defeated, the revo lu tionary forces
— particu la rly  the June 14 move
ment — have been grow ing 
stronger, and significant sections 
of the people are s ti l l  armed.

BO M BAY, Sept. 1 —  A  public ap
peal issued by M u rlidha r Parija , 
Secretary of the Organizing Com
m ittee of the Socialist Workers 
Party, called on a ll le ft parties to 
w o rk  fo r the form ation of a broad- 
based United L e ft F ron t to fig h t 
fo r the people’s demands fo r food 
and c iv il liberties.

The appeal declared:
Recent events in  d iffe ren t states 

. . . have shown tha t the people 
are no longer prepared to meekly 
subm it to  th e ir grow ing miseries 
in the face of the u tte r fa ilu re  of 
the Congress government to solve 
the elementary problems like  food 
and ris ing  prices. They are giving 
vent to th e ir anger in  the form  
of anti-government mass demon
strations, general strikes, etc. Un
able to meet the demands of the 
people, the government is resorting 
to a po licy o f ruthless repression, 
b ru ta l police atrocities . . .

The sporadic mass outbursts in 
d iffe ren t states are not like ly  to 
subside but, on the contrary, w il l  
in tensify as the economic crisis 
deepens. The task before the le ft 
therefore is to give a positive con
tent to these unorganized and iso
lated struggles by coordinating 
them on a national scale on the 
basis of a program of the speedy 
socialist transform ation of the In 
dian society.

United Front
In  th is context we welcome the 

steps taken by the representatives 
of the d iffe ren t central trade un
ion organizations to observe Sept. 
21 as the “ National Action Day”  
to focus attention on the peoples 
demands . . .

The le ft parties should not fa ll 
in to  a trap  set by the capita list 
politic ians to disorient mass move
ments by creating a jingo is t hys
teria in  the country . . . We call 
upon a ll the le ft and working- 
class parties to forge a broad- 
based united fro n t o f a ll mass or
ganizations and evolve a national 
program fo r the emerging strug
gles on the question of food and 
c iv il liberties on w hich there is 
general agreement in  the le ft 
movement.

World Events
New Crack in Monolith

A  new development in  Soviet 
po litics of great potentia l s ign ifi
cance took place on Sept. 9. The 
ed itor o f Pravda, A leksei Rum
yantsev, openly critic ized the edi
tors of Izvestia  in  a 5,000-word 
signed article. Pravda  is the or
gan of the Soviet Communist 
Party ; Izvestia is the Soviet gov
ernment newspaper.

The issue over w hich the tw o 
ed ito ria l staffs — which obviously 
speaks fo r  d iffe r in g  tendencies 
w ith in  the ru lin g  bureaucracy — 
clashed was tha t of freedom of 
critic ism  in  lite ra ture . Izvestia, 
along w ith  other Soviet organs, 
had attacked those w rite rs, espe
c ia lly  the young non-conformists, 
who describe the “ darker”  sides 
of Soviet life . Sergei Pavlov, head 
of the Communist Youth League 
(Kom som ol), fo r example, has

Soviet Prem ier Brezhnev

blamed “ unhealthy c ritic ism ”  in  
Soviet a rt and lite ra tu re  fo r the 
mood of po litica l indifference 
among the youth.

Rumyantsev’s reply, defending 
the r ig h t to critic ize  and question, 
was: “ I t  is the hushing up or the 
tendentious in fla tin g  of shortcom
ings, not exposure aimed at e lim 
ina ting  them, that breeds n ih ilism , 
especially among young people.”

Rumyantsev’s artic le may her
ald the opening o f greater public 
debate w ith in  the ru lin g  party  
about its many problems, both 
domestic and foreign. That would 
be a ll to the good. The Soviet 
workers and rebel youth would 
find  the ir way to intervene in 
such debate and assert the r ig h t 
of a ll views, not jus t those o f
f ic ia lly  approved, to be heard.

How Much Influence?
In  describing how “ American 

national interest has become in 
extricab ly  entw ined”  w ith  the in 
terests of dozens of countries 
around the w orld, Professor H a rry  
Howe Ransom has referred to 
these countries as the American 
President’s “ expanded constit
uency.”  B u t how much share do 
these “ constituents”  have in  de
ciding U.S. po licy or electing its 
president?

Discussing Ransom’s idea in  the 
Aug. 21 New Republic, Conor 
Cruise O ’B rien  answered the ques
tion succinctly: “ The non-A m eri
can inhabitants of the ‘free w orld ’ 
have about as much influence over 
the government in  Washington as 
the Americans of tw o hundred 
years ago had over the ministers 
of George I I I . ”

The President's 'Influence'
Your fr ie n d ly  Central In te ll i

gence Agency has been quite busy 
of late in  w ide ly scattered “ neigh
borhoods”  of the American Presi
dent’s overseas constituency. Last 
week the prim e m in is te r o f Sing
apore exposed C IA  activities on

his block (see The M ilita n t  Sept. 
13). This week u ltra -r ig h t Do
m inican Gen. Wessin y  Wessin 
revealed tha t the C IA  offered h im  
a bribe to leave Santo Domingo. 
(He’s now in  M iam i).

Wessin to ld the Chicago Tribune  
that L ieut. Col. Joe W yrick  and 
David P h illips  of the C IA  had 
offered him  $50,000 fo r his home, 
w orth  only $18,000, and a guaran
tee of a soft job  fo r life  i f  he 
would leave quietly. W hat’s a few  
thousand and a life tim e  paycheck 
to an organization w ith  unaudited 
b illions on hand?

Rebels Active in Congo
Black freedom fighters have 

been d isplaying strength in  K iv u  
province in  the eastern Congo, 
long a stronghold of Lumum bism. 
When they destroyed a small 
column o f w hite  mercenaries 
recently; the New Y ork  Times 
w o rried ly  warned Tshombe and 
Kasavubu to stop th e ir petty 
power struggles and get on w ith  
k ill in g  “ rebels.”  The guerrillas 
caused even greater a larm  Sept. 7, 
when they captured the tow n of 
M w  e n g a , only 60 miles from  
K iv u ’s capital, Bukavu. Bukavu’s 
800 Europeans panicked, reported 
UPI, a hundred of them  fleeing 
across the border in to  Rwanda.

Attack on Marx's Grave
A  k ind  o f tw isted tr ibu te  to the 

power of K a r l M a rx ’s ideas and 
influence was paid by someone 
who, more than 80 years after 
M a rx ’s death, made an attem pt 
Sept. 2 to destroy his grave. 
B ritish  police near London’s H ig h - 
gate Cemetery, site of the grave, 
were alerted by an anonymous 
phone tip  and found “ an explosive 
substance, to w hich an electric 
device was attached”  placed on 
the grave. The crude tim e bomb 
was dismantled and Scotland Yard 
is investigating.

— George Saunders

Revolutionary Socialists 
Form New Party in India

Arbitrary Jailings  
In India
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Rosa Luxemburg: A Hero of Our Century

Rosa Luxem burg

By Evelyn Sell
Towards the end of 1918 the 

German m ilita ris ts  were in a hope
less situation. The German popu
la tion  was desperate over the food 
crisis and anxious to end the war. 
The troops were deserting in  great 
numbers and the ja ils  were fu ll 
o f young men who refused to be 
sent to the fron t. A t the beginning 
of November the sailors in  the 
H igh  Seas Fleet in  the B altic  
m utin ied —  as the ir counterparts 
in  Russia had done the previous 
year. When the German sailors 
staged demonstrations against the 
w a r in  K ie l, H am burg and B re
men, they were joined by tens of 
thousands o f workers. When the 
authorities ja iled  the mutineers, 
soldiers in  fu l l  fie ld  equipment 
inarched on the ja ils  w ith  red flags 
to  free the ir comrades.

B y  November 7 the uprising 
spread across the whole country. 
Sailors Councils, Soldiers Councils

TH E WRETCHED OF T H E
EA R TH  by Frantz Fanon. Grove 

, Press, 1965, 255 pp., $5.

Everyone who wants to be po
lit ic a lly  iriform ed should read this 
b6ok about revo lu tion in the 
colonial and sem i-colonial coun
tries (the “ th ird  w o rld ” ) ; espe
c ia lly  radicals in  this country, 
w ho ne«;d to leam  a^ lo t more 
about the perspectives, ideas and 
feelings of the ir counterparts in 
those countries.

Frantz Fanon was a black man, 
born 40 years ago on the island of 
M artin ique, who studied medicine 
in  France and specialized in psy
ch ia try. Assigned to a hospital in 
A lgeria , he jo ined the revolution 
and became one of its outstanding 
spokesmen; “ we A lgerians”  was 
how  he w rote after that. The 
present book was published in  
1961, the same year tha t he died 
of cancer, at the age of 36.

Some pages in  Simone de Beau
v o ir ’s recent Force of C ircum 
stance describe h im  during  his 
.visit, to  France to get Jean-Paul 
Sartre to w rite  the in troduction to 
th is book. Three other books by 
h im  are scheduled fo r publication 
in  the United States in  the near 
future.

Fanon’s book, w h ich  could w e ll 
have been entitled Problems of 
the Colonial Revolution, is both 
exciting and educational. B u t i t  
is not always clear. In  part, this 
is because the translation from  the 
French could stand considerable 
im provem ent. In  part, i t  is because 
in  some places the w rit in g  is 
ambiguous or contradictory.

Most of its  presentation is in
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and W orkers Councils sprang up 
everywhere to take power. On No
vember 9 Kaiser W ilhe lm  I I  abdi
cated and fled across the border. 
B y 4:00 tha t afternoon a huge 
crowd gathered beneath the Im 
peria l balcony (now decorated 
w ith  a red flag) and listened to 
K a rl Liebknecht procla im  “ the free 
socialist republic of Germany . . . ”

On that same day the people 
stormed the prison at Breslau and 
freed Rosa Luxem burg. She went 
d irec tly  to the Cathedral Square 
and addressed crowds of cheering 
workers. The next day she was in 
B erlin  and involved in  the w ork 
of organizing, speaking fo r and 
w ritin g  about the German revo lu
tion that ended the firs t W orld 
War.

Rosa Luxem burg was bom 
March 5, 1871 in  Zamosc, a small 
Polish town near the Russian 
border. The Luxem burg fam ily  
was tr ip ly  oppressed: L iv in g  in  
the Russian Empire, they were

subjects of Russian Czarist auto
cracy, as Poles, they were citizens 
of a nation tha t had been p a rti
tioned and ruled by reactionary 
foreign powers fo r over one hun
dred years, and, as Jews, they 
were members of a persecuted 
m inority . Rosa had a couple more 
problems weighing down her fra il 
frame: A  childhood hip disease le ft 
her w ith  an ungain ly w alk, and 
she was a woman in  a man’s 
w orld. This brought her d ifficu ltie s  
even w ith in  the socialist move
ment where a ll the most illustrious 
figures were men —  u n til Rosa.

The fa m ily  moved to Warsaw 
when Rosa was three because her 
fa ther was determined to give his 
five  children a good education. In  
Rosa’s case th is was an unusual 
am bition because most g irls  did 
not receive much education.

She le ft school at the age of s ix 
teen and im m ediate ly jo ined the 
revo lu tionary movement and after 
tw o years she was forced to leave

Poland because of the threat of 
imprisonment. She was smuggled 
out of the country hidden under 
the straw  of a peasant’s cart.

She enrolled at the U n ivers ity  of 
Zurich, a center fo r Russian and 
Polish socialists forced in to exile. 
A t f irs t Rosa signed up to study 
natura l sciences (her firs t and life 
long love) but was soon concen
tra ting  on po litica l science and or
ganizing fo r the Polish under
ground. Her doctoral dissertation 
was w ritten  on “ The Industria l 
Development o f Poland.”

A t tha t tim e the massive center 
of European M arxism  was w ith 
in the German Social Democratic 
Party. Rosa was drawn toward the 
ferm enting s ituation there. She 
moved to Germany and became a 
citizen. H er w r it in g  and speaking 
abilities qu ick ly  placed her in  the 
fro n t ranks of the German party. 
Her sharp po litica l thrusts often 
h it the more conservative mem
bers of the party  and they 
grum bled about th is female out
sider who thought she knew more 
about M arxism  than the old hands. 
As Rosa’s stature grew and became 
international, and as the social 
democratic leaders gave in  to the 
pressures of German m ilita rism , 
the grum blings turned into vicious 
attacks and smears.

Sent to Prison
In  1904 she was sentenced to 

prison fo r “ insu lting ”  the Kaiser 
bu t was freed a fte r a short w h ile  
in  a general amnesty. When the 
1905 Russian Revolution broke out, 
Rosa greeted i t  enthusiastically 
and, not content w ith  vicarious 
support, she smuggled herself back 
into Poland in  order to take part 
in the exciting  events.

Barricades appeared in  Warsaw, 
a great wave of strikes swept Po
land, peasants set fire  to the 
property of the rich  landowners, 
students staged strikes. These 
events shook up the Polish social
ist movement; many leaders loved 
to ta lk  revolution bu t hated the 
real th ing  when i t  happened (a 
fa m ilia r tru th  in  our day too!).

In  the spring of 1906 the Polish 
Social Democratic P arty  a ffilia ted  
to the Russian Social Democratic 
P arty ; the revo lu tionary Polish 
and Russian workers and peasants 
were jo ined together in  actions 
and po litica l leadership. Rosa was 
again imprisoned in  1906 but she 
was released a fte r fou r months.

Taught Economics
She returned to Germany and 

beginning in  1908 she was a teach
er o f po litica l economy in a new 
school founded by the German So
c ia l Democratic P arty  in  B erlin  
H er teaching activities spurred her 
in to  w rit in g  tw o of her best known 
works on socialist theory: “ In tro 
duction to P o litica l Economy”  and 
“ The Accum ulation of Capita l.”

D uring  this pre-W orld  W ar I 
period the German Social Demo
cratic Party broke up in to  d if 
ferent groupings: the Le ft-w in g
radicals (headed by Rosa, K a rl 
Liebknecht, C lara Zetkin, Franz 
M ehring) worked active ly to p ro
mote revo lu tionary ideas and ac
tions; the parliam entary group 
acted as i f  w inn ing  government 
posts was the end-a ll and be-a ll 
o f socialist ac tiv ity ; the im peria lis t 
w ing actually supported the p ro 
w ar campaign of the capitalists.

When W orld W ar I  broke out 
in  1914 the social democratic lead
ers sham efully betrayed the E ur
opean workers by supporting the ir 
respective national capitalists. In  
Germany the parliam entary depu
ties of the Social Democratic Party  
voted fo r the w ar credits on A u 
gust 4. That evening a small group 
met in  Rosa Luxem burg’s f la t and 
took the f irs t steps towards creat
ing w hat was la te r known as the 
Spartacus League (Spartakus- 
bund).

In  order to ra lly  m ilita n t w o rk 
ers against the war, the Spartacus 
group decided to open a public 
fig h t on the question o f w ar cred

its. A lthough many o f the social 
democratic deputies promised be
forehand to take a stand on th is 
issue, when the vote came up on 
new w ar credits only K a rl L ieb 
knecht, among a ll the deputies, 
dared stand up and say NO!

For her stand against the war, 
Rosa Luxem burg was indicted on 
charges of high treason and the 
next several years of her life  were 
spent in  one prison a fte r another 
w ith  a few  short periods of free
dom. W hile in  prison she studied 
na tura l science and managed to 
smuggle out a hailstorm  o f pierc
ing po litica l articles.

One very famous item  was her 
“ Junius”  pamphlet, an analysis of 
the character of the w ar and a 
critic ism  of the Social Democratic 
Party. In  a companion piece, she 
urged the form ation of a new In 
ternational.

Russian Revolution
Rosa was s ti l l  in  prison when 

the Russian Revolution broke out 
at the beginning o f 1917. She im 
m ediately supported the Revolu
tion and repeatedly pointed to the 
necessity fo r a German revolution 
in order to insure the gairis being 
made by the Russian workers. In 
spired and encouraged by the rev
o lu tion in Russia, exploited un
m erc ifu lly  at home and on the 
ba ttle fie ld , the Germans fin a lly  
responded in a revo lu tionary man
ner.

When she stepped outside the 
prison walls on November 9, 1918 
she had aged te rrib ly , she was ill, 
her black ha ir was almost w hite
— but she th rew  herself in to the 
struggle w ith  a ll her old fire  and 
energy.

The capitalists and the social 
democratic leaders jo ined in  a 
murderous campaign against the 
Spartacus League. When the K a i
ser was forced to abdicate, the 
very pow erfu l German capita list 
class (learn ing from  the fate of 
the ir brothers in  Russia) h id  the ir 
w olfish designs under the sheep’s 
skin o f the Social Democratic 
Party. Prince M ax handed the o f
fice of Reich’s Chancellor to the 
social democrat F ritz  Ebert; Ebert 
accepted the post w ith  the asser
tion, “ I  hate revo lu tion like  m orta l 
sin.”  A ll  the reactionary forces in  
the country howled fo r the blood 
of L iebknecht and Luxem burg; a 
price of 100,000 marks was placed 
on the ir heads — by a group in 
cluding the social democrat leader 
P h ilip  Scheidemann.

Remained Steadfast
A lthough she knew the danger, 

Rosa refused to leave the main 
center of the struggle in  B erlin . 
Both she and L iebknecht were ar
rested on January 15, 1919 and 
b ru ta lly  murdered by the social 
democratic authorities.

She had once w ritte n : “ I  hope 
to die a t m y post: on the street 
or in  the prison.”  She died at her 
post, not quite 48 years old, after 
32 years of rebellion against op
pression and explo itation. M arx is t 
theorist, revo lu tionary w rite r and 
orator, student of botany and or
nithology, lover of music, a w arm  
friend, a form idable enemy . . .  a 
woman who r ic h ly  deserves to be 
listed as an outstanding freedom 
fi^htef- of our century and a re
m arkable human being.

R E V I E W S and

R E P O R T S
the fo rm  of generalization, to 
which nobody can object when 
generalizations f it .  B u t sometimes 
Fanon over-generalizes, as when 
he makes statements about the 
“ th ird  w o rld ”  as a whole which 
obviously cannot apply to some 
colonial countries. In  some places 
he introduces a thought, but 
doesn’t  complete i t  or c la rify  i t  or 
m o d ify . it  u n til much later. I  had 
to read i t  tw ice to be sure about 
some of the points, and even then
I  wasn’t  completely sure.

The fo llow ing  is m y summary 
of some of the main ideas in  the 
firs t three sections of the book; 
fo r lack o f spacc I  om it discussion 
here o f the last tw o sections, deal
ing w ith  national cu ltu re  and 
mental disorders induced by co
lonialism  and colonial war.

Revolution and Violence
. ) }  ’ ' • • ?'  t

The only way to end colonialism, 
says Fanon, is through revolution. 
Not through compromise w ith  the 
im perialists, bu t through revo lu
tionary struggle against them by 
the most oppressed sections of the 
colonized people. This means “ a 
murderous and decisive struggle 
between the tw o protagonists,”  in  
w hich the colonized can trium ph 
only “ i f  we use a ll means to tu rn  
the scale, including, o f coiirse, tha t 
o f violence.”

Revolutionary violence is .re
quired because, as Fanon demon
strates in  irre fu tab le  fashion, the 
whole colonial system is based on 
and maintained by naked force 
from  top to bottom. Not on ly is 
revo lu tionary violence necessary 
fo r v ictory, Fanon adds, bu t i t  is 
also healthy fo r the oppressed 
masses who have so long been de
graded as another “ species” ; i t  is 
a means whereby they recover a 
sense of d ign ity , hum anity and 
the self-confidence needed fo r na
tional reconstruction.

Distort His Point
Most American reviewers have 

got hung up on or deliberately dis
to r t Fanon’s main point here. 
T he ir charge, w ith  horro r o r pre
tended horror, that Fanon “ g lo ri
fies”  violence, is u tte r ly  * beside 
the point, which is the need fo r 
a revolutionary mass struggle re
jecting a ll shackles and restraints, 
inc lud ing nonviolence. (T he ir re
views o f Fanon are rem iniscent of 
the ir reactions to Malcolm X ’s 
advocacy of self-defense and the 
use of a ll means necessary to w in  
freedom.)

Fanon is a revo lu tionary na

tionalist, bu t not a pure-and-sim - 
ple nationalist. He believes tha t 
the colonial struggle must begin 
w ith  nationalist slogans and de
mands, bu t that afterwards the 
masses must be helped by a rev
o lu tionary leadership to pass from  
“ total, ind iscrim inating  nationa l
ism to social and economic aware
ness.”  As he puts i t  in  fu lle r form , 

.“ We have seen in  the preceding 
pages tha t nationalism, that mag
n ificen t song tha t made the people 
rise against the ir oppressors, stops 
short, fa lters and dies away on 
the day that independence is pro
claimed. Nationalism  is no t a po
lit ic a l doctrine, nor a program. I f  
you rea lly  w ish your country to 
avoid regression, o r at best halts 
or uncertainties, a rap id  step must 
be taken from  national conscious
ness to po litica l and social con
sciousnesses.”

Fanon is a revo lu tionary dem
ocrat. He is against one-party rule 
and bureaucratization, and fo r the 
separation of party  and govern
ment. The party  he wants b u ilt 
“ should be the d irect expression 
of the masses. The p i r t y  is not 
an adm inistration responsible fo r 
transm itting  government orders; it  
is the energetic spokesman and 
the incorrup tib le  defender of the 
masses. In  order to  a rrive  at th is 
conception o f the party, we must 
above a ll r id  ourselves of the 
very Western, very bourgeois and 
therefore contemptuous attitudes 
tha t the masses are incapable of 
governing themselves.”

Socialist Democrat
Fanon is fo r socialism: “ Capi

ta lis t explo itation and cartels and 
monopolies are the enemies of un
derdeveloped countries. On the 
other hand the choice of a socialist 
regime, a regime which is com
pletely orientated towards the peo
ple as a whole and based -on the 
princ ip le  tha t man is the most 
precious of a ll possessions, w il l  
a llow  us to  go fo rw ard  more 
qu ick ly  and more harmoniously, 
and thus make impossible tha t 
caricature of society where all 
economic and po litica l power is 
held in  the hands of a few who 
regard the nation as a whole w ith  
scorn and contempt.”  (The last 
is a jab not only at capita lism  but 
at the leaders of the Soviet Union 
and China, and in pa rt motivates 
his belie f tha t the colonial w orld  
should remain neutra l in  the cold 
w ar.)

(C oncluded, next week)
George Breitm an
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[Th is column is an open fo ru m  
fo r a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our Readers. 
Please keep your letters brie f. 
Where necessary they w il l  be 
abridged. W riters ’ in itia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization is given fo r use.]

Report on W atts
Compton, Calif.

The so-called rio ts in  the Watts 
area touched the edges where we 
live  and we were in  the fina l 
days o f the curfew. I t  was an 
eerie feeling —  no cars, no people 
on the streets a fte r 8 p.m. and i t  
was hot nights (fo r C a lifo rn ia ) in
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A N G E R  OF NEGRO COM
M U N I T Y  H I G H  A T  T I L L  
LY N C H IN G  —  Chicago— Accord
ing to the Chicago Defender, a 
Negro weekly, approxim ately 250,
000 people viewed the body of 
Em m ett Louis T il l  as i t  lay  in 
state fo r fou r days over the Labor 
Day week-end.

On August 28 Emmett T il l,  a 
Negro youth aged 14, was kidnap
ed and murdered in Money, Miss. 
H is crime —  he is supposed to 
have w histled at a w hite  woman.

T i l l  lived  in  Chicago w ith  his 
mother, Mrs. Mamie Bradley. H is 
father, a G I fo r s ix and a ha lf 
years, was k illed  in  action during 
W orld  W ar I I .  Young T i l l  was 
sent to M ississippi to  v is it his un
cle, Moses W righ t as p a rt of his 
symmer, yacation

The n ig h t of te rro r began when 
three w hite  men forced th e ir way 
in to  the home o f Moses W right, 
dragged the youth from  his bed, 
in to  a car and drove away. The 
k idnaping was reported to the 
authorities. A  few  days la te r a 
nude, badly beaten and m utila ted 
body was found floa ting  in  the 
Tallahasse r iv e r . . .

In  Chicago the body was met at 
U nion Station by the grieving 
m other and many friends . . .

A t f irs t i t  was said the body 
looked too shocking fo r viewers. 
B u t Mrs. B radley insisted tha t i t  
be opened. “ I w ant the w orld  to 
see w hat they d id  to m y boy,”  she 
said. In  reaction to the sight o f the 
boy’s body, thousands wept, hun
dreds fainted, many became hys
terica l. ,

Tension here began to reach a 
h igh pitch, to  such a degree tha t 
i t  seemed to. engulf the entire  city. 
—  Sept. 19 1955. ,
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I N D O - C H I N E S E  REVOLT 
A G A IN S T  FRENCH RULE—W ith  
the collapse o f Japan, the people 
of Indo-China have Struck out on 
the road to complete independence 
from  a ll im peria lis t domination. 
In  the face o f de Gaulle’s moves 
to seize control over th is form er 
colony o f France, the nationalist 
forces are d r ill in g  w ith  arms. The 
situation is s til l confused, but a 
few dispatches leaking through 
the tig h t censorship around Indo
China indicate the upris ing is na
tion -w ide  . . .

The real character of the up
ris ing  is indicated by the slogans 
reported to have appeared on the 
streets: “ Down w ith  French Im 
peria lism ,”  “ Death to French 
Dom ination.”  The slander that the 
nationalists are Japanese-inspired 
is s ti l l  fu r th e r exposed by such 
slogans as: “ Long L ive  the United 
Nations Commissioft,’̂  and “ Wel
come A llies .”  W hich po litica l 
group advanced these slogans, is 
no t revealed. —  Sept. 22, 1945.

the 80’s or upper 70’s after 95-97 
degree days. M y husband was 
flagged down by a j it te ry  National 
Guardsman at 6 a.m. on his way 
to w ork : fo rtuna te ly  noth ing hap
pened.

Those who are better fixed  finan 
cia lly, w ith  regular jobs and able 
to meet the m onth ly  installments, 
were a l it t le  embarrassed at the 
burn ing  and looting. B u t as the 
man in  the street became more 
vocal v ia press, radio and TV, and 
as the M ayor and Police Chief 
Parker tried  harder and harder 
to deny any police b ru ta lity  and 
say i t  was the 15 or 20 percent 
o f the lawless, etc., ad nauseum, 
these “ steady w ork ing  up righ t c iti
zens”  got the picture. Honestly. I 
am amazed at the num ber of peo
ple (certa in ly  the overwhelm ing 
m a jo rity ) professional, clergy, in 
tellectual, w h ite  co llar as w e ll as 
blue collar, who are saying: 1) I t  
was inevitable; 2) There is police 
b ru ta lity ; 3) And, more surpris
ing: “ I ’m  glad i t  happened!”

They agree w ith  one Negro man 
under 30 who said on a TV  scene 
caught on a com er in  W atts: “ I t  
may not have been the ‘r ig h t w ay’ 
bu t i t  was ‘a w ay’ to  get the mes
sage across to the c ity, county, 
state, national ‘power structure ’ 
— and i f  you please, yes —  to the 
w orld  how more than 20 m illion  
black people exist in the United 
States.”

Many deplore the destruction 
but feel some good can or must 
come out of. i t  or th is is not the 
end!.

The other 'tijing  w orth  mention
ing was the reaction to the police 
ra id  on the Muslims: 1) Too bad 
tha t the Muslim s d idn ’t  live  up to 
expectations w ith  a program and 
leadership; 2) Man! I f  only M a l
colm X  were here today! 3) M r. 
Muhammad’s pu lling  in  his neck 
over the Kennedy assassination 
d idn ’t  save the Los Angeles Tem
ple. Too bad they weren’t  in vo lv 
ed as an organization, etc.; they 
m ight as w e ll be hung fo r a sheep 
as a goat. 4) Most people ticketed 
the police destruction of the Tem
ple fo r w hat i t  was.

There is a feeling tha t the Mus
lim s were the most vulnerable —  
Parker and Y o rty  (C ity  H a ll) 
knew  the ir prestige in  the ghetto 
was at its  lowest po in t and they 
could get away w ith  it.  The tr ia l 
balloon was the im prisonm ent of 
the Muslims last spring w ith  no 
protest from  the comm unity. The ir 
paper-sellers are constantly being 
picked up and held on trumped-up 
charges and the local leadership, 
whether on order from  M r. “ M ”  
or from  lack o f in itia tive  or guts, 
have fa iled to fig h t it.

The M ilita n t artic le  on Watts 
said that “ numbers of homeless 
Negroes were burned out.”  Not 
true; those homes, on ly three or 
fou r at. most, to m y knowledge 
was unintentional. I t  was the 
w h ite  businesses they wanted.

A Reader

The Steel Pact
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Chalk up another negotiation 
period w ith  no attem pt at resolv
ing the great automation problem 
confronting the Steelworkers. 
W orkers: How long w il l  th is go 
on???

S.W.

Report on Athens Action
Rome, Ita ly

D uring  a recent v is it  to Athens 
I  found a tendency tha t is not 
reported in  the press dispatches 
from  there. That is, the great 
m ilitancy  o f the rank-and-file dem
onstrators as opposed to the lead
ership.

On the day of the general s trike 
the leadership wanted no demon

strations before Parliam ent be
cause of the dangers involved. B u t 
the workers and students took i t  
upon themselves to march from  
Omonia Square to Parliam ent. 
Every step of the way they were 
urged by the ir leaders to tu rn  
back, but the ir numbers grew as 
they approached Parliament.

Before Parliam ent they shouted 
defiance of the K ing, of “ P rem ier”  
Novas and the police.

They returned to Omonia by an
other route, fo rce fu lly  closing 
stores tha t had defied the general 
s tr ike  by rem ain ing open. The rest 
of the day was spent in  sporadic 
ba iting  of the police and that eve
ning large crowds again congre
gated in  the square com m itting 
various acts of defiance.

This action has been typ ica l of 
the pattern in  Athens, w ith  the 
leadership aware of the aw fu l 
re ta lia to ry  power o f the monarchy 
bu t the rank-and-file becoming so 
in fu ria ted  i t  is ready to take risks 
the leadership hesitates before.

D.G.

Appreciative
Minneapolis, M inn.

Enclosed is money to continue 
m y subscription, I  would like  you 
to know how much I  enjoy the 
paper.

J.S.

Appeal from Mississippi
Indianola, Miss.

Since we last w ro te  to you we 
have arranged to rebu ild  the Free
dom School which was burned 
down on another lo t. We w i l l  re
ceive the bu ild ing  perm it on Sept. 
16 and begin bu ild ing  on Sept. 20.

Headline of the Week —  A
headline in  the Los Angeles Times 
reported: “ Chemical Paper E d ito r 
Supports V ie t Gas Use.”

More Truth Than Poetry —
Describing South Vietnamese P re
m ier K y ’s v is it to  the U.S. a ir
c ra ft carrie r Independence, the 
New Y ork  Times reported that 
during  the day of his v is it planes 
from  the carrie r “ flew  120 m is
sions over South Vietnam, ra in ing  
napalm and fragm entation bombs 
on sampans, villages, warehouses 
and, other build ings believed to be 
used by the Vietcong.”  Prem ier 
K y  to ld the crew members o f the 
Independence, “ W hat you are do
ing here our, people w il l  remember 
fo r 100 years to come.”

An Old American Custom — The
New Y ork Times’ man in  Saigon 
doesn’t  understand the fuss about 
Marines using tear gas in Vietnam. 
He explains tha t th e  gas is “ a sim 
ple type often used in  the United 
States to quell racia l disturbances.”

I t  Gains in Translation —  “ For 
a large section of even ‘good’ Ger
mans, V ietnam  now becomes a . . . 
jus tifica tion  fo r whatever went on 
. . . in  German-occupied te r r i
tories. -Even the stra ight reportage 
lends itse lf adm irably to the un
earthing of a whole vocabulary 
tha t m ight better have remained 
buried. When I  see American units 
being referred to as Bandekampf- 
verbande (bandit figh ting  units) 
—  the name given during W orld 
W ar I I  to  the W affen SS outfits 
specializing in  the ruthless k ill in g  
of guerrillas . . .  I  cannot help 
feeling tha t somehow the message 
w h i c h  President Johnson has 
sought to convey to  the w orld  
about Am erica ’s purpose in  V ie t
nam has gotten mangled in  Ger
man translation.”  — Bernard Fa ll 
in  the Aug. 21 New Republic.

We decided not to rebu ild  on the 
Baptist Association land because 
the c ity  has blocked a ll attempts 
to bu ild  there. We therefore de
cided to bu ild  on land belonging 
to the Freedom Democratic Party.

O ur new Freedom School w il l  
cost approxim ately $17,000. I f  we 
can pay fo r it, the bu ild ing  w il l  be 
completed by Dec. 15. O ur agree
ment to buy the new p lo t of land 
requires tha t we pay fo r  i t  w ith in  
ten days a fte r we obtain the b u ild 
ing perm it fo r the Freedom School. 
Therefore we must raise $19,000.

In  order to do this we need 
financia l help. We w ould appreci
ate your help very much.

Otis Brown, Jr.
Project Director
P.O. Box 30

School Issue
Castleton on Hudson, N.Y.

Educated liberals, both w hite 
and black are forever proclaim ing 
the ir devotion to public education; 
but nine time's out of ten they 
send the ir ch ildren to private  
schools.

Nothing, fo r example, riles me 
more than to see these people get 
themselves elected to the local 
school board and then send the ir 
own kids to the local “ country day 
school”  o r to dear old Groton or 
Exeter.

Socialists a ll over th is country 
should look in to  th is m atter. Does 
a school board member send his 
ch ild  to a priva te  or parochial 
school? I f  so, tha t fact should ab
solutely d isqualify  h im  from  that 
k ind  of pub lic  trust. H is very own 
action proclaims his lack of fa ith

No Affairs in Public — From 
now on, the C IA ’s press agent w il l  
be anonymous. H is title , Assistant 
to the D irector fo r Public A ffa irs , 
has been o ffic ia lly  abolished. A  
spokesman fo r the cloak-and-dag
ger agency explained: “ We have 
no public affa irs.”

For Moviegoers —  A t least one 
New Y ork  theater is o ffe ring  w hat 
sounds like  a w e ll integrated dou
ble b ill: “ Once a T h ie f”  and “ Op
eration C IA .”

Unbecoming —  The St. Peters
burg, Fla., C iv il Service Commis
sion suspended Police Patrolman 
Jerry  Styles fo r “ conduct unbe
coming an officer.”  The press was 
barred from  the hearing and the 
charges against h im  were not made 
public. I t  is reported that Styles 
had previously presented ah
N AA C P ’ petition to c ity  o ffic ia ls 
ca lling fo r the h ir in g  of more Ne
groes.

Tip to Tiffany —  We were s till 
re flecting on T iffa n y ’s e ffo rt to 
cope w ith  the New Y ork  water 
shortage by using gin in  its 
store w indow  w ater fountains 
when we learned the shop is o f
fe ring  gardners a sterling s ilver

in public schools. “ W hat you do 
speaks louder than w hat you say.”

N onpublic schools d iv ide  ch il
dren from  one another, create un
jus tified  attitudes of superiority, 
and give an escape route to c iti
zens from  the ir responsib ility to 
bu ild  a rea lly outstanding public 
school system something they 
w il l  not w ork at w ith  a ll the ir 
hearts if ,  having a few  dollars in  
th e ir pockets, they can buy better 
treatm ent fo r th e ir own children.

A  slogan: Elect no one to a posi
tion of pub lic school trus t who  
w il l  not send his own children to  
public schools.

Concerned Parent
' 'I 1 .

Letters-W e-Love Dep't.
DeKalb, 111.

W ill you please in fo rm  me when 
m y subscription has expired? f t  
may have expired already; I ’m not 
sure. A t any rate, I  don’t  w an t to 
miss an issue and plan on renew
ing  my subscription.

I find  your newspaper ve ry  in 
teresting in tha t i t  presents both 
facts and views not usually found 
in  any other area o f the media. I  
do not always agree en tire ly  w ith - 
your view, bu t I  consider i t  im 
portant. Also, I  feel your support 
of the various student movements; 
shows both understanding ra re ly  
found in the adult w o rld  and fore
sight as to where the hopes fo r 
whatever’s in  the fu tu re  lies.

And thank you fo r the p la tfo rm  
you have given to people w ho are 
usually categorized w ith  cliched 
labels and then forgotten.

V. .. C.H.
. . .  ."

w atering can fo r only $550. Our 
suggestion is to  make the  price 
an even $600 and th row  in  a case 
o f cheap gin. \ X i1.

Shopping H int —  For those who 
feel th is column is biased in  favor 
of T iffa n y ’s, we wish to report 
that C artie r’s Paris store offers a 
completely unadorned woman’s 
gold watch fo r $550 tha t even a 
near-sighted person can te ll tim e 
by.

Why Should They? —  Less than 
50 percent of 36,000 b u s in e sse s  
polled favored federal curbs on 
u n tru th fu l advertising.

Profit Picture —  In  a report to 
stockholders, the New Jersey Zinc 
Company notes w ith  satisfaction 
tha t its net p ro fits  showed an 86 
percent increase over last year 
and were the biggest fo r  any pe
riod  since W orld W ar I I .  The re
port explains: “ This substantial 
increase is due to the prices we 
have received fo r our products, 
and to the fact tha t our mines and 
plants operated at capacity result
ing in  favorable production costs.”  
O r —  to put i t  more succinctly — 
there’s a w ar on.

— H arry Ring

Thought for the Week
.,, ‘‘He that passeth by, and meddleth w ith  s tr ife  belonging not to him , 

is .like one that taketh a dog by the ears.”  —  The B ible, Proverbs, 
Chapter 26, Verse 17.

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTION
To reach the widest audience with ear 

coverage of the antiwar and Freedom Now 
movements, we are offering a 4-month In
troductory subscription to The M ilitant 
for $1. ($1.50 outside of the U.S .)"

Name

Street

y  f t

Zone

City State

Send to The M ilitan t, 116 University Place, 
New York, N . Y . 10003.

I t  W as R e p o rte d  in  theJP ress ^
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Four of 'Harlem Six' Get 
Terms of Life in Prison
DeBerry Hits 
Conviction as 
“ A Frame-Up”

By D avid Herm an
NEW YO R K —  Four of the 

fram ed-up teen-age “ H arlem  S ix”  
were sentenced to life  in  prison on 
Sept. 8. They were railroaded by 
the police on charges of m urdering 
a w h ite  woman storekeeper in 
H arlem  in  A p r il 1964. The other 
tw o young black men, who were 
also convicted, were sent to Belle
vue Hospital fo r .psychological 
tests before sentencing.

A  court-appointed attorney fo r 
one o f the youths said he would 
file  an appeal. W illia m  Kunstler, 
c iv il rights attorney, said he had 
been retained to organize the ap
peal. A l l  o f the six had been de
fended by court-appointed law 
yers. Three of the defendants had 
tr ied  to  get the court to appoint 
attorneys of the ir own choosing, 
b u t the court refused.

The fo u r  sentenced to life  in 
prison — Daniel Hamm, Ronald 
Felder, W alter Thomas, and Robert 
Rice —- must serve a m in im um  of 
26 years and nine months in p r i
son before being elig ib le fo r 
parole.

The persecution of the young 
men began early last year about 
the tim e tha t the New York Times 
invented a sensational hoax about 
a gang of young Negroes in 
H arlem  called the “ Blood B ro th 
ers”  who were allegedly being 
trained to k i l l  and maim whites.

Earlier Incident
Hamm and Baker were arrested 

on A p r il 17, 1964 after protesting 
an incident on 129th St. in  which 
police attacked a group of ele
m entary school children w ith  
clubs when a f ru it  stand was 
overturned. The two were beaten 
in  the police station and then re
leased.

Tw o days la ter Frank and M ar- 
g it Sugar were stabbed in the ir 
clo th ing store on 125th St., and 
M a rg it Sugar died. The police an
nounced i t  had been done by the 
“ B lood Brothers”  and rounded up 
Hamm and other young men in 
his neighborhood and announced 
a search fo r Baker. Baker gave 
h im self up vo lun ta rily .

The six were kept in  prison 
w ithou t t r ia l fo r almost a year in 
an e ffo rt to force “ confessions”

Mass Bombing of Vietnam 
—  Deadly Gases Next?

C lifton DeBerry

from  them. The ir tr ia l began 
March 1965 and ended in July.

A t the tr ia l, F rank Sugar testi
fied tha t he could not iden tify  
any of the six.

The fram e-up of the Harlem  six 
was denounced by C lifton  De
Berry, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate fc r  mayor. He charged: 
“ The cops used the ir usual meth
od in this case —  find  a v ic tim  
and p in  the crime on him , instead 
of try in g  to find  out who actually 
committed the crime. A nd usually 
the v ic tim  is black, or Puerto 
Rican, or someone else who is not 
in  a position to defend himself. I f  
you’re too poor to h ire  a lawyer, 
as these six young men were, and 
you get picked up by the cops, 
chances are they w il l  pin some
th ing  on you.”

DeBerry also spoke out in be
ha lf of George W hitmore, another 
fram e-up v ic tim . He said:

“ The W hitm ore case is another 
example of the same thing. He 
has been in ja il since A p ril 1964. 
The cops beat h im  t i l l  he confessed 
to three murders and a rape. Now 
he has been exonerated of two 
of the murders, and they have 
indicted someone else fo r them. 
B u t W hitm ore is s till in prison 
even though the same detectives 
beat a ll the confessions out of h im  
in  the same 24-hour period.

“ D is tric t A tto rney Aaron Koota 
has now announced that he w il l  
give ‘very serious consideration’ to 
any application fo r bail made on 
behalf o f W hitmore. ‘Considera
tion ’ of bail is not what is called 
fo r here. W hitm ore should be set 
free and be paid an indem nity fo r 
being forced to ‘confess’ to crimes 
he never committed and fo r being 
imprisoned fo r no jus t cause fo r 
one-and-a-half years.”

By Dick Roberts
SEPT. 15 — The saturation 

bombing of South Vietnamese v i l
lages reached a point of greater 
intensity last week than any satu
ration bombings during W orld W ar
I I ,  according to a report in  the 
au thorita tive  Paris daily, Le 
Monde. Meanwhile there are 
ominous signs that the U.S. may 
be planning to re-introduce and 
extend the use of deadly gases in 
to the V ietnam conflict.

In  w hat.m ay w e ll have been a 
tr ia l balloon fo r another test of 
U.S. and w orld  opinion, a Marine 
battalion commander was “ placed 
under investigation”  fo r using tear 
gas to flush guerrillas (and c iv il
ians) out o f a cave. Since the 
w orld  outcry against Am erican use 
of gas in  V ietnam  last March, 
Washington has said it  would not 
employ g ^ .  Yet in  announcing the 
“ investigation”  i t  was revealed 
that U.S. forces are s till supplied 
w ith  gases as standard equip
ment.

The New York. Times ed ito ria lly  
lauded the M arine commander fo r 
his “ hum anitarianism ,”  using the 
demagogic argument that the gas 
was more “ humane”  than bullets 
or grenades.

Meanwhile Drew Pearson re
ported tha t a group called Phy
sicians fo r Social Responsibility 
states tha t “ government offic ia ls 
at high policy-making levels are 
advocating use of biological weap
ons in V ietnam .”  They also re
ported that Johnson had given a 
research firm  in New England a 
contract fo r developing disease- 
germ warfare fo r use in Vietnam. 
Pearson added that the New Eng-

Dean Rusk
Announced Troop Increase

land o u tfit called Travelers Re
search, Inc., is also conducting a 
study of “ attitudes w ith in  the 
leadership element of the U.S. gov
ernment toward the employment 
o f incapacitating weapons and the 
reaction o f probable public opin
ion.”

The devastation caused by the 
bombings of villages in  South 
Vietnam is indicated by the huge 
increases in the number of re fu 
gees pouring out of the war-torn 
areas. I t  is now reported that 600,
000 out of a population of 15 m il

lion  people are refugees —  who 
must live  on a budget supplied 
jo in t ly  by the Saigon government 
and the U.S. of seven piasters 
(about five  cents) per person, a 
day.

W hile the U.S. maintains that 
the bombing in  South V ietnam  is 
lim ited  to so-called V ie t Cong in
stallations, there is m ounting proof, 
besides the huge number of people 
fleeing the ir homes, that this is 
not the case. The Sept. 11 New 
Y ork Herald Tribune, in  an artic le  
entitled “ No Sign of V ie t Cong in 
Ham let B-52’s Smashed,”  reported 
the findings of a reconnaissance 
mission in to  a saturation bombed 
area:

“ M istaken”
“ W hat aerial photo analysts 

thought were sandbagged bunkers,”  
the Tribune  a rtic le  stated, “ proved 
to be an ancient w a ll. W hat had 
appeared on reconnaissance photos 
to be fo rtifie d  trenches turned out 
to be seldom-used ox-cart tra ils. 
Nothing was found —  beyond 
some ta ll bamboo shoots —  of 
‘radio antennas’ spotted by a U.S. 
A ir  Force p ilo t on a previous 
ra id .”

Such “ errors”  cause the mass 
slaughter of civilians.

In  another area marked by 
Pentagon indifference to accurate 
figures, not to speak of lives, i t  
appears tha t the number of U.S. 
troops in V ietnam  already exceeds 
the 125,000 figure  President John
son set Ju ly  28. Secretary of State 
Dean Rusk commented in  Wash
ington, Sept. 13, “ the numbers are 
somewhat larger,”  and he added 
that he was not sure whether a 
new goal had been set.

Life With Lyndon in the Great Society

A Few Acres for LBJ and Lady Bird

NEW YO RK —  Gregory Cruz, a 
23-year-old Puerto Rican who was 
beaten and shot three times by 
Detective John C. Devlin  on Sept.
10, 1964, is suing New Y ork  C ity 
fo r $2 m illion . He is also suing 
the D aily News fo r SI m illion  fo r 
libe l because of an article which 
Cruz charged “ was meant and 
intended to convey the impression 
tha t the p la in t if f  was a lo ite rer 
who had committed w ithou t pro
vocation the heinous crime of 
viciously and savagely attacking 
a police officer.”

Cruz was w alking to church 
carry ing a bib le when he was 
stopped by D evlin  who was not 
in  un ifo rm  and d id not iden tify  
h im self as a policeman. When 
D evlin  tried to search him, Cruz 
ran. D evlin  fired  at him  but 
missed. Devlin  caught Cruz and a t
tacked him . When Cruz, who 
thought he was in the hands of 
a madman resisted, D evlin  shot 
h im  three times.

D evlin  was cleared of any blame 
by a police department hearing 
last February.

[The following is from “Life 
With Lyndon in the Great So
ciety,” a weekly newsletter by 
Jack Minnis which is widely read 
by civil rights workers in the 
South.]

A few weeks ago we were ta lk 
ing about the tra in ing  of La tin  
American labor leaders by a coali
tion o f b ig business, big labor, and 
Lyndon’s Agency fo r International 
Development. A t that tim e we 
mentioned the fact tha t J. Peter 
Grace, chairman of W. R. Grace & 
Co., was also chairman of the 
trustees of the o u tf it tha t does 
th is “ tra in ing .”

Comes word now that J. Peter 
Grace’s company, along w ith  In 
ternational Paper Co., is going to 
invest $37 m illion  in  a paper and 
pulp m ill in Cali, Colombia. W ith  
tha t also comes word tha t we (the 
U.S. pub lic) w il l  agree to pay W. 
R. Grace & Co. and International 
Paper Co. any losses that they 
may suffer due to “ expropriation 
[th a t’s w hat happened when Cas
tro  won in Cuba], war, revolution 
and insurrection.”

There rea lly  isn’t too muc^i dan
ger of our having to pay them 
anything fo r loss from  expropria
tion. Lyndon made that r igh t clear 
when he sent troops into the 
Dominican Republic.

Lyndon don’t believe in  messin’ 
in to  the in terna l affa irs of the 
La tin  Am erican countries. Oh no 
—  because, you see, we agreed we 
w ouldn’t  do tha t when we signed 
the OAS treaty. B u t just the same, 
Lyndon ain ’t  gonna le t them 
“ greasers”  get away w ith  doin ’ 
any h u rt to his friends and the ir 
property. That ain’t messin’ in  in 
ternal affairs. That’s ju s t good 
business.

*  *  *

Lyndon’s O ffice 'o f Education is

the agency which is supposed to 
be policing the Southern school 
systems to be sure they don’t  con
tinue to d iscrim inate against black 
children as they spend the m illions 
Lyndon’s g iv ing them under the 
new federal a id-to-education pro
gram. The Office of Education fre 
quently issues news releases te ll
ing what a marvelous change has 
taken place in  the Southern 
“ heart.”

We’re to ld tha t only a few die
hard school systems are refusing 
to f i le  w ith  the Office of Educa
tion satisfactory “ compliance 
s t a t e m e n t  and desegregation 
plans.”  The tru th  about these 
“ compliance statements and de
segregation plans”  came out du r-

Lyndon Johnson

ing Lyndon’s recent W hite House 
Conference on Education.

David Seely, head of the Office 
of Education’s desegregation pro
gram said tha t “ most of the de
segregation plans, north and south, 
are intended to fac ilita te  the m in 
im um  amount of in tegration.”

The C iv il R ights A ct of 1964, fo r 
the enactment of which Lyndon 
took most of the credit, did not 
say tha t i t  should be U.S. policy 
to promote a token amount of 
school integration The act fo r
bids, fla tly  and w ithou t qua lifica
tion, the use of federal funds in  
any program w hich was infected 
w ith  racia l d iscrim ination.

I t  was Lyndon who decided tha t 
i t  would be a lrigh t to  continue 
g iv ing away money to his friends 
in the South, i f  they’d jus t put a 
good face on things, and not 
openly adm it they’re runn ing  seg
regated schools.

“ We Shall Overcome”  — he said.
*  *  *

Lyndon’s ge ttin ’ on in years and 
one day he wants to have a lit t le  
piece of land he can re tire  to and 
live  out his days in the bucolic 
bliss of the Texas countryside. 
He’s got about 14,000 acres in  
Texas righ t now. B u t Lyndon’s a 
p re tty  good size o l’ boy, and he 
needs lots o f room.

So he took a lit t le  of the spare 
cash he’s been saving up from  his 
public servant’s salary (he’s saved 
about $10 m illion , we’re told, ffom  
a tota l incopie of not more than 
$2 m illion  in those years) and 
bought another 4,000 acres. Now 
he’s looking up another piece that 
measures 26,000 acres. I f  he buys 
that piece he oughta have enough 
room to run  a fpw  cattle, and some 
le ft over fo r Ladyb ird ’s garden.

They’re such a sweet old cou
ple.

DeBerry Warns 
On Water Meters

NEW  YORK — C lifton  DeBerry, 
Socialist W orkers m ayoralty nom
inee, charged tha t M ayor Wagner’s 
declared opposition to universal 
w ater metering is a “ fake and 
is rea lly  the opening gun in  a cam
paign to prepare public opinion fo r 
th is  new fo rm  of taxation.”

D eBerry offered tw o alterna
tive 'proposals fo r conservation of 
water. He said he favored s tric t 
enforcement of laws regarding 
po llu tion  of rivers by industry, ex
p la in ing  that i f  th is were dope 
r iv e r  w ater could be purified  in 
expensively. He fu rth e r proposed 
h igher rates on w ater used in  in 
dustries “ whose waste of water 
fa r exceeds tha t of fam ily  users.”  

“ W ater metering would be yet 
another tax on the poor,”  he said. 
“ We already have the five  per 
cent sales tax and the gas, elec
tr ic  i and phone taxes cu tting  into 
the budget of the low-income fam 
ilies . fa r more than those in  the 
upper bracket.”


