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Johnson Acts to Thwart 
Freedom for Dominicans

JUNE 1 —  There is a d ivision 
w ith in  the Johnson adm inistration 
as to w ha t is the best way to dis­
arm  and crush the Dominican Con­
s titu tiona lis t movement. Lodged in 
the d iv is ion like  a smoldering 
dynam ite fuse is the acute danger 
tha t i t  could culm inate in  a deci­
sion to unleash a bloodbath on the 
Dominican people.

The U.S. is already perm itting  
the counter-revolutionary Im bert 
jun ta  to carry on mass slaughter 
o f helpless civilians.

Representatives o f Col. Caama- 
no's government at the United 
Nations charged May 28 tha t the 
Im bert jun ta  has executed “ hun­
dreds of c iv ilian  sympathizers”  of 
the C onstitutional cause. The dele­
gation said the k illin g s  had taken 
place w ithou t tr ia l in  the  Santo 
Domingo cemetery and in other 
areas of the country. Washington 
o ffic ia ls  replied tha t they had no 
knowledge of such executions.

Revelations
This barefaced lie  was exposed 

in advance by tersely-worded 
revelations sandwiched in to  dis­
patches from  Santo Domingo.

A  single sentence in  a dispatch 
to the May 26 New Y o rk  Times 
revealed th a t “ A bout 3,000 persons 
have been arrested”  by the Im bert 
jun ta .

On the same day, th is b rie f 
paragraph appeared at the end of 
a news round-up from  Santo Do­
mingo in  the New Y ork  Herald 
Tribune :

“ Representatives of the Organi­
zation of Am erican States dis-

B y  H a r ry  R ing
closed tha t they w il l  ask the UN 
to send a human rights commis­
sion to t r y  to prevent the con­
tinuation of reported mass ex­
ecutions by the jun ta  forces.”  

Nor is the jun ta  even bothering 
to take a ll its  victim s to the ceme­
te ry  before slaughtering them. 
Hearst correspondent Leslie W h it­
ten reported from  Santo Domingo 
M ay 24:

“ A  jun ta  spokesman firm ly  as­
sured the w orld  that the Geneva 
conventions on prisoners were be­
ing kept. The next day we saw 
fo u r men dead in the street. The 
fa ther of three of them — and 
neighborhood children and adults 
supported h im  —  said jun ta  troops 
had captured them and forced 
them to lie  in  the street and 
machine-gunned them.”  

Responsibility fo r  th is barbar­
ism rests squarely w ith  Wash­
ington, whose 20,000 troops could 
easily prevent i t  i f  they so desired.

But, contrary to Johnson’s pious 
mouthings, the occupation forces 
are not there to safeguard human 
lives. They are there to disarm 
the people of Santo Domingo and 
th w a rt th e ir aspirations fo r a re­
tu rn  to constitu tional government. 
The question of how best to do so 
is the source o f the present tac­
tica l d ivision w ith in  the adminis­
tra tion.

The fact of the division broke 
in to  the press b rie fly  last week 
w ith  the revelation tha t McGeorge 
B undy’s efforts in  Santo Domingo 
to create a “ coalition”  government 
headed by m illiona ire  landowner 
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2,000 JAM 
TEACH-IN AT 
U OF CALIF.

By Syd Gardner
BERKELEY, May 30 —  More 

than 2,000 students jammed 
Wheeler A ud ito rium  at the U n iver­
s ity o f C aliforn ia  to hear State 
Departm ent representatives debate 
professors on the question of U.S. 
in tervention in Vietnam. The stu­
dents thoroughly rejected the State 
Departm ent’s position.

W illiam  P. Bundy, Assistant 
Secretary of State fo r Far Eastern 
A ffa irs , and Robert A. Scalapino, 
professor of po litica l science, pre­
sented the pro-adm inistration view. 
O. Edmund Clubb, of Columbia 
U niversity, and Franz Schurman, 
U  of C expert on China, opposed 
them.

Scalapino said tha t although in 
1956 the U.S. m ight have been 
figh ting  a legitim ate nationalist 
movement, now i t  was merely t r y ­
ing to keep South V ietnam free 
from  fore ign interference. This 
statement, along w ith  many more 
of the most outrageous govern­
ment platitudes, drew laughter, 
jeers and hisses from  the largely 
hostile audience.

Question Period

The most live ly  part of the dis­
cussion developed during  the ques­
tion  period. Prof. Stephen Smale, 
organizer of Berkeley’s recent 
Vietnam Day Protest, said: “ We 
in Berkeley know pa rticu la rly  w ell 
how a movement can be con­
veniently branded ‘Communist' fo r 
the benefit o f its enemies.”  The 
applause fo llow ing  this rem ark 
barely exceeded in volume the 
boos directed at Bundy when he 
stated in  response to a question: 
“ The people of Southeast Asia 
w il l  never choose communism ex­
cept when terrorized or m isled.”

In  answer to B undy’s remarks, 
C lubb said: “ We are n o t the  
w o rld ’s law  giver. We are not the 
w o rld ’s law  enforcer. A nd we 
should not be the w o rld ’s law 
breaker.”

When asked by a student how 
students could best make the ir op­
position to the w ar fe lt, Bundy 
was clearly aware of the hostility  

(Continued on Page 2)

Miss. Negroes Face Terror at Polls
IN D IA N O LA , Miss., (Southern 

Reporting Service) —  Soon Presi­
dent Johnson’s 1965 voting legis­
la tion w il l  be passed. W hat is hap­
pening now in  Sunflower County, 
Miss., may be a preview  o f events 
to come throughout the South —  
in “ black be lt”  counties where 
Negroes are a m a jo rity  — when 
the new b il l  becomes law.

Sunflower County lies in  the 
heart of the Mississippi Delta cot­
ton country. The to ta l population 
o f the county in  1960 was 45,500 — 
14,700 w hite, 30,800 black. The 
voting-age population is 60.6 per 
cent black.

On A p r il 10 a federal in junction  
was issued ordering the registrar 
in  this county to a llow  Negroes to 
register w ithou t any qualifications 
more d iff ic u lt than fo r whites. 
Negroes are therefore able to reg­
ister w ithou t any tests except fo r 
copying four lines of the Constitu­
tion and fu lf i l l in g  the age and 
residency requirements.

The Sunflower County Missis­
sippi Freedom Democratic Party 
and the Student N onviolent Coor­
d inating Committee im m ediately 
began a county-w ide voter regis­
tra tion  drive. In  a period of three 
weeks, over 450 people were regis­
tered and an additional 150 tried 
and failed.

Reaction to the in junction in  the 
w hite  com m unity was voiced by 
the Enterprise-Tocsin, Ind iano la ’s 
newspaper. An A p r il 29 front-page 
column, entitled “ C ity  Notes,”  said:

“ A  h in t to the W hite people of

Indianola and Sunflower County: 
Many negroes (sic) are registering 
over the county w ithou t being re­
quired to pass any sort of ex­
am ination . . . tha t is a C ourt O r­
der, we understand. Now, are we 
going to a llow  apathy on our part 
to tu rn  this decision of electing 
our C ity  and County O ffic ia ls  over 
to the colored race because they 
are more interested in  who w il l  
run  Cities and Counties in  the fu ­
ture? W ell, i f  you don’t  open your 
eyes as to w hat is going on, that 
is exactly w hat is going to hap­
pen, and much sooner than you 
th in k  . . . DON’T LE T  TH IS  
HAPPEN. Go and register your­
self and protect YOUR R IG H T  as 
a GOOD citizen.”

Some “ GOOD”  citizens of Sun­
flow er County were already pre­
paring themselves.

F ire  Bombings
On M ay 1, beginning at 2:24 

a.m., fou r places in  Indianola were 
fire-bombed. The f irs t was the 
SNCC freedom house where two 
SNCC workers were asleep when 
two fire  bombs were th row n 
through the w indow. O nly one 
w ent o ff, and the people in  the 
house were able to pu t the fire  
out immediately.

M inutes later, the home of Mrs. 
Maguader, a Negro woman who 
was the f irs t person in  Indianola 
to house c iv il rights workers, 
was bombed. The six people in  
the house were able to get out 
unhurt, but the house was de­

stroyed. The fire  engine had ar­
rived w ith in  five  minutes, bu t the 
crew had taken 20 to 30 minutes 
setting up the hoses.

T h ird  target of the fire  bombers 
was the store o f M r. Oscar Giles, 
a member o f the state executive 
committee of the M FDP and the 
f irs t person in  Indianola to be 
associated w ith  the movement. 
W ith  the help of neighbors, Giles 
was able to pu t out the fire  before 
the store was a to ta l loss. The 
fou rth  target was the home of M r. 
Doug W ilder, another Negro active 
in  the movement. H is home was 
to ta lly  destroyed.

Aside from  these fire  bombings, 
there have been almost da ily  “ in ­
cidents”  taking place since the in ­
junction  went in to  effect. Mean­
w h ile  the MFDP attempted to have 
the M ay m unicipal elections de­
layed so new ly registered Negroes 
could vote in  them. The suit was 
turned down by U.S. D is tric t 
Judge Claude Clayton.

In  a statement about the Sun­
flow er County situation and the 
new voting b ill, the MFDP said: 
“ W hat good does i t  do fo r Negroes 
to have the rig h t to vote when 
there is no police protection 
against the people who harass and 
in tim ida te  them? W hat good does 
i t  do to register i f  you can’t  vote 
in  an election?

“ Is w hat is happening in  Sun­
flow er County the same th ing  we 
can expect to happen in  the rest 
of the black belt, when the voting 
b i l l  is passed?”

New Explosions 
Building Up in 
Black Ghettos

By C lifton  DeBerry
Socialist Workers Party  Candidate 

fo r M ayor of New York
NEW YORK, May 31 —  The 

elements of another social explo­
sion in  the big c ity  ghettos of the 
country are bu ild ing  up. Two in ­
cidents w ith in  10 days in  the same 
B ronx slum neighborhood where 
crowds of passersby objected to 
arrests of Negro youths are symp­
toms of this.

In  one of the B ronx incidents, 
tha t of M ay 17, the newspapers 
were ju b ila n t tha t one person on 
the street, a grocer named Enrique 
Negron, had actua lly taken the 
side of the policeman against the 
crowd of some 200 persons which 
gathered. This was considered so 
unusual tha t the grocer, who re­
ceived stab wounds, was hailed as 
a hero in  headlines and was paid 
a personal v is it by a top police 
o ffic ia l.

The cop involved, Patrolman 
P h illip  Siegel, reported on a TV  
in te rv iew  a fte r the incident that 
the grocer had come up behind

him  as he faced the crowd and 
urged h im  to shoot in to  it. Some­
one in the crowd stabbed the 
grocer a fte r he made th is  sugges­
tion, which Siegel w isely declined.

News commentators, the Dem­
ocratic and Republican politicians 
and the police themselves attem pt 
to expla in tha t these incidents in ­
volved legitim ate arrests o f youths 
engaged in  attempts to break into 
stores, and tha t the passersby in ­
terfered w ithou t know ing how the 
trouble had started and on the 
false assumption tha t the cops 
were acting in  an un jus tified  way. 
Even i f  th is were true —  and we 
have only the w ord of the police — 
these explanations miss the cen­
tra l point entire ly.

These incidents are yet another 
proof that hatred and m istrust of 
the police are very widespread 
and deep among ord ina ry  decent 
people in  the ghettos. This attitude 
flow s in  part from  many incidents 
o f racial prejudice, callousness 
and b ru ta lity  on the part o f police.

(Continued on Page 4)

A Modest Proposal
An Open Letter to Johnson

D ear P res ident Johnson:
You have p roved  to a ll good A m ericans  th a t u n lik e  some 

o f y o u r predecessors you  have n o t been in tim id a te d  by  th e  in ­
te rn a tio n a l conspiracy. Y o u r actions aga inst the  Godless people 
in  V ie tn a m  (S o u th  and N o rth )  and y o u r fo r th r ig h t  moves 
aga inst the  o b v io us ly  re d - 
c o n tro lle d  re b e llio n  in  the  
D om in ican  R epublic, have 
dem onstra ted  to  th e  w o r ld  
th a t yo u  are p o lit ic a l ly  re ­
lia b le .

W e th e re fo re  conclude th a t 
you  are the  o n ly  m an w ho 
can save the  free  w o rld  fro m  
the  e ve r-p resen t menace th a t 
d a ily  in tru d e s  upon freedom  
lo v in g  peoples o f a ll nations.

We propose th a t you now  
carry, yo u r po lic ies to th e ir  
log ica l conclus ion : the  U n it­
ed States shou ld  occupy every  
c o u n try  in  the  w o r ld  and thus  
m ake th is  p la n e t fo re v e r safe 
f ro m  the  menace. O n ly  i f  th is  
is done w i l l  we kn o w  before  
w e tu rn  o u t o u r bedroom  
l ig h t each n ig h t th a t we have 
done a l l  w e can fo r  the causes 
o f freedom , ju s tice  and de­
m ocracy. We w i l l  have ca r­
r ie d  o u t W oodrow  W ilson ’s 
greatest d ream : we w i l l  have  
m ade the  w o r ld  safe fo r  de­
m ocracy, i.e., the  A m e rica n  
w ay o f life .

T here  are, o f course, exceptions, such as th e  g rea t Re­
pub lics  o f S outh  A fr ic a  and W est G erm any, w h ich  don ’t  need 
to  be converted . B u t b y  and la rge  the re  is no co u n try  th a t has 
p roven  its e lf  safe fro m  the  menace. W ith  to ta l m o b iliza tio n , p lus  
w ith d ra w a l o f U.S. troops fro m  the  secure n a tio n  o f W est G e r­
m any, w e can, w ith  some t ig h te n in g  o f o u r belts, sleep peace­
f u l ly  each n ig h t, free  fro m  the  fe a r th a t the  menace w i l l  s tr ik e  
a t some rem ote  p o in t on o u r p lanet. N o th in g  sh o rt o f th is  w i l l  
su ffice .

O n ly  then  can w e l i f t  the  new  A m e rica n  banner h igh , 
w h ile  w e m arch  to  a b r ig h te r  day, cho rus ing : Peace is o u r 
Profession.

The people are b eh ind  you, M r. P res ident. D o n o t y ie ld  to  
the  c ryb a b y  com p la in ts  o f the  w is h y -w a s h y  lib e ra ls  and le f t ­
w ingers. Y ours  is  a t r u ly  A m e rica n  p o licy , gus ty  and m a n ly . 
W h a t are a fe w  —  o r a fe w  thousand —  live s  in  h is to ry ’s g rand  
scheme, com pared to  the  cause o f ju s tice , freedom  and dem oc­
racy. The people, led  b y  you, o u r leader, m ust m arch  and 
m a in ta in  th e  e ve rla s tin g  v ig il.

— R am parts  M agazine

The  above “ Open L e tte r  to  P res ident Johnson”  w i l l  ap­
pear in  R am parts ’ special Southeast A s ia  issue, dated J u ly  1965, 
and is  p r in te d  w ith  perm iss ion  o f the  ed ito rs . R am parts  is  a 
m ili ta n t  la y  C a tho lic  m agazine, pub lished  a t 1182 C hestnut 
St., M en lo  P a rk , C a lifo rn ia .

Court Victory Proves Insufficient
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And They Shot Jesse James

Johnson Gets a Law Degree
Joseph Curran, president of the 

N ational M aritim e  Union, has add­
ed, his voice to the grow ing lis t 
o f A F L -C IO  union bureaucrats 
lin in g  up in  support of Johnson’s 
w a r in  Vietnam.

Curran’s g rove lling is even more 
disgusting than tha t of the other 
labor fakers because i t  is con­
tam inated w ith  out-and-out in te r­
national scabbery.

In  a recent telegram to Presi­
dent Lyndon B. Johnson, Curran 
offered to man LS T  ships carry ing 
w a r supplies to V ietnam  from  
Okinaw a w ith  Am erican merchant 
seamen. H is o ffe r came a fte r the 
U .S. N avy’s m ilita ry  sea transport 
service experienced d iff ic u lty  in  
m anning some 17 o f the m unitions 
and supply carriers. The reason 
fo r  th is d iff ic u lty  is that the A ll-  
Japanese Seamen’s Union, backed 
by  Japan’s largest labor organiza­
tion , Sohyo, had refused to coop­
erate w ith  the U.S. Navy by sup­
p ly ing  experienced crews. In  
other cases Japanese crewmen 
have refused to handle equipment 
destined fo r V ietnam  and in 
O kinawa longshoremen have re ­
fused to unload am m unition head­
ed the same way.

In  his telegram o ffe ring  John­
son the use o f thousands of unem­
ployed Am erican seamen to be 
used as scabs against the Japanese 
Seamen’s Union, Curran com­
plained tha t “ we should count on 
our own citizens not the unskilled 
and politica lized Japanese who ob­
v iously  aren’t  tha t nation’s best 
seamen.”

* * *
An example of increased produc­

tivity due to technological ad­
vances was reported in  the May 
20 Lora in  Labor Leader. “ F if ty  
years ago,”  i t  said, ‘‘th e  cigar in ­
dustry produced 4 b illio n  cigars 
annua lly  w ith  125,000 workers. To­
day 30,000 w orkers produce 7 
b illio n  cigars a year.”

According to Claude Jodoin, 
president o f the Canadian Labor 
Congress, technological im prove­
ments are being introduced in 
some industries so rap id ly  that, 
under existing union contracts, 
some unions “ are unable to take 
s trike  action to protect them­
selves.”

A  recent report by the U.S. La­
bor Department, however, re­
veals tha t one category o f workers 
who were supposed to be among 
the hardest h it  by automation have 
actua lly  experienced a sharp in ­
crease in  jobs in  the recent period. 
D uring  the fou r-year period from  
1961-65, unskilled and sem i-skilled 
blue co llar jobs increased by 2.9
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m illio n  jobs. By comparison, there 
was a drop of 1.8 m illio n  jobs in 
th is classification in  the period 
1957-61.

W hite  collar jobs continued to 
expand, but at a much slower rate. 
This classification showed an in ­
crease o f 3.1 m illio n  jobs during  
1957-61. In  the fou r years since 
then, however, the rate of increase 
dropped to 2.3 m illion .

* * *
The United States led a ll capita l­

is t countries in  the num ber o f 
workdays lost as a resu lt o f strikes 
in  the 10-year period 1954-63, ac­
cording to a report in  Free Labor 
W orld, o ffic ia l m onth ly  jou rna l of 
the In te rnationa l Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions (IC F T U ).

The U.S. lost 1,048 workdays fo r 
every 1,000 workers employed in 
m ining, m anufacturing, construc­
tion  and transport during  the ten 
years. This compares w ith  818 fo r  
Ita ly ; 412 fo r Japan; 329 fo r 
France; 297 fo r the U nited K in g ­
dom; and only 67 fo r West Ger­
many.

No statistics were given fo r non­
capita lis t countries in  Eastern 
Europe and Asia, or fo r colonial 
areas of the w orld.

* * *
There were more workers on 

strike in  the f irs t quarter o f 1965 
than in  any f irs t quarte r since 
1956. According to the U.S. De­
partm ent o f Labor, approxim ately 
810 strikes invo lv ing  351,000 w o rk ­
ers started during  th is period. 
Strikes continuing from  1964 
brought the to ta l to  432,000 and 
a tota l o f some five  m illio n  man- 
hours of labor were lost.

D uring  a ll o f 1964, there were 
3,505 strikes invo lv ing  1,560,000 
workers fo r a to ta l loss of 22.8 
m illio n  man-hours.

Wages and shorter hours con­
tinued to head union demands but 
safeguards against the in troduc­
tion  o f automation, union ju risd ic ­
tion, and n o n -d is c r im in a t io n  
against Negroes and other m inor­
ities were among other prom inent 
grievances raised during  the past 
year.

* * *
A House District Subcommittee

has approved a m in im um  wage of 
$1.25 an hour fo r some h a lf m il­
lion Washington, D.C., workers. I f  
passed, the b il l  would raise wages 
to $1.00 six months a fte r passage, 
to  $1.15 in  September 1966, and 
to $1.25 a year later. Not covered 
in  the proposed law  are thousands 
o f domestic workers and employes 
o f hospitals, nursing homes, and 
educational, charitable, religious 
and nonpro fit organizations.

The proposed $1.25 m in im um  
fa lls  fa r short of the $3,000 an­
nual wage w hich is considered the 
start o f the poverty level by most 
statisticians.

Another example o f poverty in  
Washington was recently provided 
by Senator Wayne Morse who re­
vealed tha t the U.S. Senate has 
men and women to iling  in  its 
kitchens fo r as lit t le  as $1.02 an 
hour.

—  Tom Leonard

By F arre ll Dobbs
T ru th  was struck a fou l blow 

the other day at Waco, Texas. 
Cant and hypocrisy were paid 
homage in  a grotesque spectacle 
tha t President, Johnson s ly ly  in ­
terpreted as a tr ibu te  to “ selfless 
service”  fo r the “ betterm ent of 
the condition of man to the ends 
o f th is  earth.”

The occasion was the M ay 28 
ceremony at B aylor U n ivers ity  to 
confer an honorary degree upon 
the president. U n like  Caesar, who 
at least had the grace to pretend 
lack of m e rit before accepting 
public honor, the in ternationa l out­
law  Johnson brazenly took as his 
due the accolade “ Doctor of 
Laws.”  C ynica lly enough, the good 
“ doctor”  chose as the theme fo r 
his acceptance speech —  the 
Dominican situation!

“ We do not seek to impose our 
w il l  on anyone,”  he piously as­
serted. People are expected to be­
lieve tha t he rushed thousands of 
U.S. troops in to  Santo Domingo 
s im ply to “ help the Dominican 
people fin d  a Dominican solution 
to the ir problems.”  We are told 
he m erely wanted to prevent 
“ Communists”  from  “ destroying 
the hopes o f Dominican democ­
racy.”

Toward tha t end his f irs t act 
was to use U.S. m ilita ry  power to 
save the m ilita ry  heirs o f T ru ­
j i l lo  from  defeat by the constitu­
tio n a lly  elected Caamano govern­
ment supported by the armed 
people.

Pretending concern fo r the 
poverty-stricken Dominican mass­
es, Johnson said, “ The roots of 
the troub le  are found wherever 
the landless and the despised, the 
poor and the oppressed stand be­
fore the gates o f opportun ity  seek­
ing  en try in to  a b righ te r land.”  
Then he warned tha t they can’t 
get through the gates by explod­
ing in  “ fu ry  and anarchy.”  They 
m ust have a “ peaceful, democra­
tic  social revolution,”  and John­
son is obviously prepared to shoot 
every insurgent who violates his 
dictum .

Since he needs a Dominican 
facade fo r  the m ilita ry  occupa­
tion  o f tha t beleaguered country, 
“ Doctor”  Johnson has also sent in  
F B I agents to make security 
checks on potential candidates fo r

Has FBI 
Penetrated CIA?
Columnist A rt  Buchwald  

offers this observation on 
Johnson’s decision to send the  
F B I into the Dom inican Re­
public:

“Rum or has it they’re being 
sent to in filtra te  the C IA . 
The C IA , as you rem ember, 
was said to have warned the 
U nited States of a Communist 
takeover in  the Dom inican  
Republic. W hen it  was im ­
possible to find  any of the 
Communists, President John­
son got very  mad and said 
the F B I could have produced 
a dozen Communists on a 
h a lf-h o u r’s notice. Most of 
them would have been F B I 
inform ers, but they still 
would have been Com­
munists.”

a puppet government. He made no 
mention of th is sneaky action in  
his B aylor speech. Instead he 
voiced platitudes about safeguard­
ing the “ principles and the values 
o f a ll the Am erican republics.” 
H is actions in the Dominican s it­
uation reveal the actual “ p rin c i­
ples and values”  tha t concern the 
U.S. ru lin g  class w hich he repre­
sents. These are tha t no social 
change w il l  be allowed anywhere 
by anyone w ithou t p rio r approval 
from  Washington.

As a “ Doctor o f Laws”  the pres­
ident declared obsolete the “ old 
d istinction between the c iv il w ar 
and in te rnational w ar.”  He called 
fo r “ an in te rnationa l peace-keep- 
ing m ilita ry  force,”  obviously in ­
tended to wage hemispheric w ar 
against national libera tion  strug­
gles anywhere in L a tin  America. 
The U nited States, he said, w il l  
make its forces a pa rt o f tha t in ­
ter-American force. T ry in g  to make 
a b ig th ing  out of the handfu l of 
troops and po litica l cops sent to 
Santo Domingo from  other La tin  
Am erican countries, he stressed 
the appointment o f General 
Penasco A lv in  o f B raz il as “ com­
mander-in-chief”  o f the “ in ter- 
Am erican”  m ilita ry  occupation.

1,000 New Readers Needed 
To Meet Circulation Goal

By K aro lyn  K e rry
This year The M ilita n t  is 37 

years old. In  New Y o rk  last Sat­
urday the M ilita n t Labor Forum 
held an anniversary celebration. 
I t  was a grand a ffa ir. The actual 
date o f the f irs t issue of The 
M ilita n t  was November 15, 1928, 
w hich gives other sections of our 
M ilita n t A rm y  p lenty o f tim e to 
organize s im ila r affairs.

I  w ould like , th is  week, to quote 
from  one o f the many letters we 
receive from  readers of The M ili ­
tan t throughout the w orld . This 
one is fro m  Le Havre, France, 
dated M ay 21:

“ I t  is now three years since I 
read The M ilita n t  fo r the f irs t 
time. Please believe me when I 
say I  w ould rea lly  miss not r ead­
ing it.

“ Quite evidently there are s till 
many aspects of life  in  the U.S. 
w hich I  fa il to  grasp, pa rticu la rly  
as regards racism. I  must say, 
however, tha t thanks to your 
paper I  no longer feel grossly mis­
in form ed as we, in  Europe, are 
bound to feel. P a rticu la rly  con­
cerning the tremendous task 
which, despite fr ig h tfu l odds, 
Am erican socialists are bent upon 
carry ing through.

“ Moreover, at a tim e when 
Am erican foreign policy, aggres­
sive as i t  is, cannot bu t f i l l  so­
cialists throughout the w orld  w ith  
apprehension and indignation, i t  
is actua lly qu ite  com forting to be

inform ed about the lucid  and 
courageous opposition campaign 
w hich is being led in  your coun­
try . This is the more reassuring 
fo r  us, in  France, as a chauvinistic 
‘G au llis t’ press w ould have us be­
lieve tha t everyone in  Am erica 
agrees w ith  the im peria listic pol­
icy  of Washington o ffic ia ls.”

The w rite r ends w ith  best 
wishes to the success of our strug­
gle — pa rt o f which, I  am im ­
pelled to add, is meeting our 
quota in  The M ilita n t in troduc­
to ry  sub campaign before the 
June 15 deadline.

Scoreboard
City Quota Subs
D etro it 500 449
Chicago 500 431
New Y ork 500 428
Boston 275 250
Oakland 250 150
Cleveland 200 111
Denver 100 100
T w in  Cities 175 90
Newark 200 83
Philadelphia 125 78
Seattle 75 77
Los Angeles 200 67
San Francisco 100 60
Milwaukee 100 27
San Diego 50 11
St. Louis 15 8
General — 75

Total to
May 31 3,365 2,496

The very day tha t Johnson 
spoke at Baylor, the U.S. comman­
der in  Santo Domingo, General 
Palmer, b lurted out the tru th  
about his role as a “ deputy”  to 
the B raz ilian  general. Palm er told 
an AP  reporter tha t he w ould s til l 
decide w hich troops to use, how 
to use them, and when. “ I  wear 
tw o hats,”  he added.

Johnson described the m ilita ry  
occupation of the Dominican Re­
public as the “ model fo r  perma­
nent operation aimed at arresting 
subversion in  L a tin  Am erican 
countries.”  This “ permanent op­
eration”  is p la in ly  intended to as­
sure tha t no government anywhere 
in  L a tin  America be allowed to 
stand one m inute longer than nec­
essary unless i t  acts as a puppet 
fo r Washington. As the Mexican 
novelist Carlos Fuentes recently 
remarked, “ O nly the most an ti­
social m ilita ry  regimes can feel 
secure under the Johnson doc­
tr ine .”

The Johnson doctrine introduces 
in to  real life  the O rw e llian  con­
cepts described in  the novel 
“ 1984.”  In  Johnsonian terms social 
change is retrogression, and pre­
servation of the capita lis t status 
quo is progress; ergo, national 
liberation struggles are antidemo­
cratic and im peria lis t m ilita ry  in ­
tervention against them represents 
democracy in  action.

Johnson’s whole speech, de­
livered in  cap and gown at an in ­
s titu tion  supposedly dedicated to 
h igher learning, was in  fact an 
insu lt to  human intelligence. He 
le ft a mountain o f lies fo r the 
teach-in movement on the cam­
puses to level before the tru th  
can be brought in to  p la in  view. 
There can be no confidence in  a 
president who betrays the voters’ 
trus t by passing even beyond the 
G oldwater policies tha t were re­
jected b y  a landslide vote in  the 
1964 elections. Johnson’s c rim ina l 
foreign po licy gives urgency to 
the demand im p lic it in  the rise of 
the teach-in movement tha t the 
people of the U.S. be allowed to 
debate and decide questions of 
w ar and peace.

...Calif. Teach-In
(Continued from  Page 1)

of the audience. He turned to the 
audience as a whole and snapped, 
“ You aren’t  as strong as you 
th in k .”

M IN N EAPO LIS  —  A  crowd o f 
4,000 people, m a in ly  students, 
jammed an aud ito rium  at the 
U n ivers ity  o f Minnesota to attend 
an a ll-n igh t teach-in on the V ie t­
nam w ar on May 24. Response 
from  the audience showed that 
the m a jo rity  was against adminis­
tra tion  policies in  Vietnam.

Prof. Hans Morgenthau and 
Socialist P arty  leader Norman 
Thomas spoke, supporting an end 
to the w ar and w ithd raw a l of U.S. 
troops.

Prof. M u lfo rd  Q. Sibley, noted 
civ il-libe rta rian , who was involved 
in a b itte r controversy over acade­
mic freedom at the U n ive rs ity  of 
Minnesota last year, was loud ly 
applauded at one o f the seminars 
when he called fo r the U.S. to  get 
out of Vietnam.

DENVER — A  dusk-to-dawn 
teach-in at the U n ive rs ity  of Den­
ver attracted a capacity crowd of 
1,200. This teach-in covered both 
Vietnam  and the Dominican Re­
public.

Howard Wallace, recent candi­
date of the Socialist W orkers Party  
fo r the Denver School Board, was 
the m ain anti - adm inistration 
speaker in  the debate on Vietnam. 
H arry  N ier, Jr., Denver attorney 
who was active in  the F a ir P lay 
fo r Cuba Committee, was the p rin ­
cipal speaker in  opposition to U.S. 
policy in  the Dominican Republic. 
Bruce Lancaster, a State Depart­
ment o ffic ia l, defended the gov­
ernm ent’s policy in  both debates.
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showing a dram atic change. Last 
m onth ’s 3,120 Vietcong dead was 
up from  1,965 in M arch.”  Death, 
too, i s thus now listed on the Stock 
Exchange. The other s p ir it is that 
o f the 38 Columbia U n ivers ity  
students who, when 12 others were 
recognized at an an tiw ar demon­
stration and threatened w ith  ex­
pulsion, w rote to the U n ivers ity  
adm inistration and said: We were 
there also; i f  you k ick  the 12 out, 
then k ick  us out too. I  ju s t don’t 
see how in  the long run  this sp ir it 
can be defeated. People m ay die, 
people may suffer, bu t in  the long 
run Stock Exchange m ora lity  can­
not defeat the ethic of so lidarity.

Secondly, I  believe in  the power 
of w o rld  public opinion. One rea­
son I  favor c iv il disobedience in 
Washington this summer is tha t 
i t  w i l l  have in ternationa l v is ib il­
ity . To m y m ind, one of the most 
im portan t things about the Selma 
protest was the sit-ins at the 
W hite House. H ithe rto  there has 
been a k in d  of mental sound bar­
r ie r  against d irect action in  Wash­
ington. Among suggestions fo r this 
summer are:

•  That p r o f e s s o r s  organize 
themselves in  a para lle l Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, hold 
the hearings in  Washington the 
Senate committee has fa iled to 
hold, and continue u n til Bundy 
shows up.

•  That concerned persons con­
duct a teach-in on the steps of the 
Pentagon a fte r lea fle ting  govern­
ment employes throughout Wash­
ington. The Committee fo r Non­
v io len t Action  has planned this 
fo r June 16.

•  That there be convened in

America a new w ar crimes t r i ­
bunal, made up of men whose 
sp iritua l au thority  is unquestion­
able —  such as Vinoba Bhave, 
Danilo Dolci, Pastor N iemoeller, 
Michael Scott, and hopefu lly  Mar - 
tin  L u the r K ing  —  who w ould con­
duct an in q u iry  in to  the m ora l 
responsib ility fo r the ho rro r in  
Vietnam.

•  That there come together in  
Washington a new continental con­
gress, made up of representatives 
from  com m unity unions, Freedom 
Parties and campus groups, w hich 
would say in  effect: This is a 
desperate situation; our govern­
ment no longer represents us; le t 
us see w hat needs to be done. U n­
der its aegis mass c iv il disobe­
dience could take place on such 
symbolic dates as H iroshima Day 
and Labor Day.

F ina lly , I  believe in the power 
of nonviolence. In  the 1840’s 
Thoreau said tha t one man ready 
to die could stop slavery in  A m eri­
ca. I  th in k  a ll o f us here th is  week­
end should search our hearts and 
souls fo r the courage and c la r ity  
of s p ir it to go to the W hite House, 
to go to the Oakland A rm y  Ter­
m ina l on June 22, i f  possible to  go 
to V ietnam  and stand in  fro n t o f 
the flam e-throwers, and say: “ I f  
blood m ust be spilt, le t i t  be m ine 
and stop k ill in g  Vietnamese ch il­
dren. I f  you m ust search and de­
stroy, le t me save you the trouble, 
here am I. And i f  you are w orried  
tha t the natives overseas are rest­
less, we w ant you to know  tha t 
the natives at home are restless, 
too, and perhaps you should make 
a contingency plan to keep some of 
the Marines here to deal w ith  us.”

The fo llow ing  speech was de liv ­
ered by Staughton Lynd on May 22 
to the V ietnam  Day protest held 
at the U n ive rs ity  of C a lifo rn ia  at 
Berkeley. Lynd is professor of his­
to ry  at Yale, and was the d irector 
of the Mississippi Freedom Schools 
last summer.

Professor Robert Scalapino, who 
p inch-hit fo r McGeorge Bundy at 
the National Teach-In in  Wash­
ington, in it ia lly  agreed to present 
the adm inistration ’s v iew point at 
the Berkeley protest, bu t he then 
backed out, as did the o ffic ia l rep­
resentatives of the State Depart­
ment.

*  *  *

First, a word to Professor Sca­
lapino. I  too believe in precise and 
responsible in te llectua l discourse. 
B u t I  th in k  i t  exposes a curious 
and revealing double standard that 
a man who finds i t  possible to 
support the government of South 
V ietnam , w ith  its indiscrim inate 
napalm  bombing of unprotected 
villages and its to rtu re  o f men, 
women and children, should find 
i t  impossible to attend our meet­
ing  on the ground tha t the pro­
gram is —  God save the m ark —  
“ unbalanced.”

I  am employed by Yale U n ive r­
sity, the ins titu tion  w hich pro­
duced the architect of the Bay of 
Pigs, R ichard Bissell; the creator 
of P lan S ix fo r  Vietnam, W. W. 
Rostow; and tha t unagonized 
reappraiser, McGeorge Bundy. 
Hence, w h ile  Professor Scalapino 
considers h im self an expert on 
Vietnamese insurgents, I  consider 
m yself something of an expert on 
Am erican counter-insurgents. I 
th in k  I know something about the 
Iv y  League tra in ing  w hich these 
unelected experts receive: a tra in ­
ing in  snobbishness, in  a p rov in ­
cia l ethnocentrism, in  a cynical 
and m anipulative a ttitude toward 
human beings.

“ P ub lic  Entrepreneurs”
Look at the Am erican secretaries 

o f state in  the 20th century and 
I  th in k  you w il l  f in d  tha t almost 
w ith o u t exception they were fo r­
mer corporation lawyers. They 
were w hat the president of Yale 
calls “ public entrepreneurs,”  that 
is, corporation lawyers who spend 
p a rt of th e ir tim e in  W a ll Street 
defending the interests of the ir 
priva te  clients, and pa rt of the ir 
tim e in  Washington defending the 
general interests of the ir class. I 
th in k  you need to say to your 
teachers, as I  need to say to m y 
colleagues, tha t ann ih ila tion  in  a 
Brooks Brothers suit is s till m ur­
der.

And I  w ould like  to say th is to 
Professor Scalapino. You say that 
no self-respecting in te llectua l 
w ould attend this meeting. B u t the 
educated com m unity of the entire 
w orld  now remembers those pro­
fessors who spoke up in Nazi Ger­
many w ith  gratitude. And I  pre­
d ic t tha t the tim e w il l  come when 
the entire  academic com m unity of 
the U nited States w il l  say of those 
few  professors who pub lic ly  op­

posed w hat we are doing in  V ie t­
nam: “ They kept the s p ir it of 
tru th  a live.”

We have been ta lk in g  a long 
tim e at this teach-in and our 
thoughts should now be tu rn ing  
to action. B u t I  w ould like  to make 
two analytical points w hich bear 
on the action we must take.

F irst, this country is not only in  
a fore ign policy crisis, i t  is in a 
constitutional crisis. The New  
York Times has stated tha t a style 
o f executive decision-making 
h itherto  employed only in tem­
porary emergencies has now be­
come almost a way of life . The 
Johnson Doctrine means not only 
tha t we refuse to give people in  
other countries the opportun ity  to 
determine the ir own destinies, but 
also tha t in  th is  country the gov­
ernm ent w il l  do w hat i t  likes, 
w ithou t pe rm itting  the creation of 
an in form ed public opinion or de­
bate in  Congress.

N ot Represented
Therefore, those of you who 

have been concerned w ith  the 
Freedom Democratic P a rty  must 
realize tha t i t  is not only some 
Negroes in  Mississippi and A la ­
bama who are unrepresented, i t  
is —  w ith  respect to our present 
foreign po licy —  a ll o f us. And 
those of you involved in the Free 
Speech Movement, and s im ila r 
groups on other campuses, must 
tu rn  your attention to the un­
elected Board of Regents who run  
this country.

Second, th is m orn ing ’s San 
Francisco Chronicle has made the 
po in t fo r me tha t we are about to 
com m it tens of thousands of 
Am erican soldiers to full-scale 
ground w arfare in  Vietnam. Pro­
fessor Scalapino said at last 
weekend’s Washington teach-in 
tha t we w ould only pu t in  a few  
more troops, who w ould repulse 
the Vietcong during  th e ir monsoon 
offensive and b ring  them to the 
conference table. As a h istorian 
I  consider th is proposition fan­
tastic. Four hundred thousand 
French soldiers were unable to de­
feat the V ie tm inh, W hy should we 
assume tha t a handfu l of A m eri­
can soldiers w il l  convince the V ie t­
cong a fte r one campaign tha t they 
cannot conquer Vietnam? Our 
troops are going to be there a long 
time.

Professor Schlesinger, who 
sought at Washington to defend 
the adm inistration ’s position w ith  
a difference, represents h im self as 
a spokesman fo r Senator Robert 
Kennedy. Does he know that, ac­
cording to Homer B igart, Robert 
Kennedy said in  February, 1962: 
“ The United States is in a w ar in  
Vietnam. Am erican troops w il l  
stay t i l l  we w in .”  This is hard ly  
a fo rm ula  fo r negotiation.

Here le t me make a digression. 
I  found that quotation in  a pub­
lica tion  of the W. E. B. DuBois 
Clubs entitled, “ The U nited States’ 
W ar in  V ietnam .”  There are some 
who, sincerely opposed to the te r­
rib le  w a r in  Vietnam, neverthe-
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Staughton Lynd

less feel tha t certain groups — 
such as Progressive Labor, the 
M ay 2nd Movement, and the 
W.E.B. DuBois Clubs —  should be 
excluded from  the movement be­
cause they do not understand 
honesty and tru th . I  should like  
to testify  as a h istorian that this 
DuBois C lub publication seems to 
me the best analysis of the w ar’s 
origins produced by any of the 
an tiw ar groups.

Escalation o f W ar
There w il l  be an escalation of 

the crisis th is summer, produced 
by the landing of tens of thou­
sands of American troops. As the 
casualty lists m ount there w il l  be 
a crysta llization of pub lic opin­
ion in  one direction or the other: 
e ither toward increased repres­
sion at home and a ra lly in g  to 
the adm inistration; o r a wave of 
revulsion against the w ar. We can 
affect w hich of these takes place.

W hat then is to be done?
One strategy w hich has been 

suggested is coalition politics 
w ith in  the Democratic Party. The 
c ritica l fla w  in th is strategy was 
suggested by M ichael H arrington 
h im self in  an artic le  in  Partisan  
Review. He wrote: “  ‘Escalation’ 
of the Vietnamese . . . crisis would 
not only end ta lk  o f the W ar on 
Poverty, and of the Great Society, 
b u t threaten W orld W ar I I I . ”  That 
escalation has occurred. Coalition- 
ism now means coalition w ith  the 
Marines.

As an alternative strategy I  of­
fe r nonviolent revolution.

C iv il Disobedience
For the benefit o f F B I agents 

present, le t me make clear that I  
am not advocating v io len t over­
th row  of the U nited States gov­
ernment. I  am advocating non­
v io len t retirem ent of the present 
adm inistration, tha t is, the crea­
tion of c iv il disobedience so per­
sistent and so massive tha t the 
Tuesday lunch club w hich runs 
th is country —  Johnson, Rusk, 
McNamara, Bundy —  w il l  fo r th ­
w ith  resign. We do not live  in  a 
parliam entary government where 
a vote of no confidence can com­
pel an adm inistration to resign, as 
the B ritish  compelled the ir ad­
m in is tra tion  to resign in  the Suez 
crisis. Yet we cannot w a it u n til 
the next presidentia l election in  
1968. Therefore, we m ust vote 
w ith  our feet by marching and 
picketing —  i f  necessary, vote 
w ith  our backsides by s itting  in  
ja il.

Is  th is m erely w hat Bayard 
Rustin has called a moral gesture? 
Is there any chance of such a 
strategy succeeding? I  th ink, yes.

I n  the firs t place: There are 
tw o spirits in  conflic t in  th is coun­
try . One is tha t of an artic le  in  
yesterday’s W all Street Journal 
w h ich  said, “ B attle  statistics are

(Continued from  Page 1)
Antonio Guzman had been to r­
pedoed by the C IA . The cloak-and- 
dagger agency d id  th is by leaking 
a story to the Washington D aily  
News and others that Guzman had 
been involved in  a m u lti-m illion - 
do lla r bank swindle.

Herald T ribune  correspondent 
Barnard C o llie r gave th is in fo rm a­
tion from  Santo Domingo May 26: 
“ According to inform ed American 
sources, the real obstacle to a solu­
tion of the Dominican crisis is a 
'ferocious battle ’ w ith in  the John­
son adm inistration over the pros 
and cons of form ing the proposed 
Guzman coalition. . . .

“ U.S. o ffic ia ls  here p riva te ly  
suggested tha t the in form ation — 
or m isinform ation —  [about Guz­
man] was circulated by the Cen­
tra l Intelligence Agency.”

Anyone who concludes that this 
is a division between “ doves”  and 
“ hawks”  couldn’t  be more badly 
mistaken. I f  Johnson is a “ dove,”  
he’s the f irs t one w ith  talons and 
blood-stained teeth.

Imposes Coalition
Bundy was sent to impose the 

“ coalition”  sw indle on the Con­
s titu tiona l forces because Johnson 
realizes he is in  a ve ry  bad spot.

He o rig ina lly  dispatched the 
Marines to the Dominican Repub­
lic  because the Constitutionalists 
had armed the people and he 
knew that an armed people are a 
th rea t to  the oppressive status quo 
w hich he is sworn to maintain.

C ontrary to his calculations, the 
a rr iva l of the Marines fa iled to 
frigh ten  the people in to  surrender­
ing  the ir arms. M eanwhile he had 
aroused unprecedented anger in  
L a tin  Am erica and the w orld.

Recognizing that i t  w ould take 
a bloodbath to disarm  the people 
—  a bloodbath that could touch 
o ff new explosions in L a tin  A m eri­
ca —  he tr ied  to improvise a plan 
tha t w ould employ a combination 
of force and fraud  to accomplish 
his aim  of d isarm ing the people.

He made i t  clear tha t the oc­
cupation forces in tend to remain

fo r a long tim e to come. Mean­
while , he calculated tha t a “ coali­
tion ”  regime could provide a 
facade behind w hich the remains 
of the T ru jil lo  forces could be re­
installed in  power. P lia n t pro- 
Bosch politic ians c a r e f u l l y  
screened to ensure “ moderate’' 
views w ould be included fo r w in ­
dow dressing. The Bosch constitu­
tion, w hich called fo r democratic 
rights, nationalization o f the vast 
T ru jil lo  holdings and a curb on 
foreign control o f the economy, 
would be scrapped in  favo r of a 
more c learly “ anti-Communist”  
document. The murderous T ru jil lo  
arm y now headed by Im bert w ould 
be preserved intact. In  the name 
of the “ coalition”  government 
and backed by the presence of 
the Marines —  the arm y w ould 
undertake the process of disarm­
ing the people.

B u t reaction inev itab ly  breeds 
more ram pant reaction. Just as 
prosecution of the cold w ar has 
stim ulated u ltra -righ t forces w ith ­
in the U.S., so a reactionary game 
such as Johnson’s in  the D om in i­
can Republic juices up  sinister 
forces like  the C IA  who im pa­
tie n tly  declare: To he ll w ith  the 
fancy maneuvering! L e t’s ju s t 
move in  and w ipe them out!

The danger is tha t i f  Johnson 
is perm itted to continue his occu­
pation of the Dominican Republic 
he may w e ll decide to do ju s t 
that.

Different Address 
This Summer?

I f  you’re going home from , 
school this summer or w ill be 
w orking or vacationing out 
of town, w e assume you w ill  
w ant The M il i ta n t  to fo llow  
you. I f  so, please give us at 
least tw o weeks’ advance 
notice o f change of address. 
I f  you don’t, w e m ay not be 
able to process the change 
before you leave.

Now in pamphlet form

Malcolm X: The Man 
And His Ideas

By George Breitman
24 pages 25 cents
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Think You've Heard Everything?

‘Socialist’ Favors Bombing N. Vietnam

MILITANT FUND

Why YOU Should Contribute
B y B arry  Sheppard 

M ilitan t Fund Director
A re you one of those who thinks 

The M ilita n t is a good paper, 
useful, the k ind you would not 
w ant to  do w ithout?

Do you th in k  i t  is one of the 
best papers prin ted anywhere, as 
M alcolm  X  said early th is year?

Aside from  your opinion of The 
M ilita n t, are you in  favor of 
spreading the ideas of socialism?

I f  so, read on.
The M ilita n t  is now conducting 

a fund  d rive  fo r $20,300, w hich 
w il l  end soon on June 15.

W hy does i t  ask its readers to 
give money to such a fund in  ad­
d ition  to paying fo r the ir subscrip­
tions or single copies?

Because this paper operates at 
a defic it.

I t  costs more to produce The 
M ilita n t each year than a ll the 
money i t  receives from  subscrip­
tions, single copy sales, advertis­
ing, etc.

I t  costs more than the dime 
you pay fo r a single copy, or the 
50 cents you pay fo r the special 
in troductory (17-week) subscrip­
tion, or the $2 you pay fo r a six- 
month sub, or the $3 you pay fo r 
a one-year sub.

This means that every copy of 
the paper you get is subsidized by 
someone, headers w ho  pay only 
the listed price of the paper are 
receiving i t  at less than cost.

You are able to get the paper 
because some people are paying 
more than the sales price, in  the 
form  of contributions to The M ili ­
tan t’s fund drive.

Those who believe in  equality: 
How about some equality in  the 
fo rm  of a ll readers p itch ing  in fo r 
the fund?

Those who believe in socialism: 
How about backing up your p rin ­
ciples w ith  a contribution?

Those who are ready to give life  
or lib e rty  to the cause of emanci­
pation from  explo itation and op­
pression: How about g iv ing some 
money too?

Those who’ve already given to 
the fund: How about g iv ing  some 
more?

There is a coupon on th is page 
tha t you can use. Since tim e is 
short, use i t  w ithou t delay. Be 
generous. Make this your paper in  
every sense.

The M ilita n t’s de fic it w il l  end 
when its paid circu la tion in ­
creases substantia lly; the cost per 
copy w il l  then drop.

I f  you prefer to make your con­
tr ibu tion  in tha t way, send names 
and addresses of friends or fe llow- 
workers to whom you w ant to 
send g ift subscriptions; and re­
member to enclose the money to 
cover them.

Fund Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Percent
Boston S 900 S 900 100
Chicago 1,800 1,800 100

D etroit 1,200 1,200 100
Cleveland 800 706 88

Denver 300 247 82

New York 5,800 4,358 75
Oakland/Berkeley 900 673 75
Tw in Cities 1,400 1,050 75
Allentown 200 125 63

Newark 200 115 55
San Diego 250 138 55
Milwaukee 400 193 48
Los Angeles 4,000 1,747 44
St. Louis 200 87 44
Philadelphia 300 87 29
San Francisco 900 220 24

Seattle 500 50 10
General 250 442 177

Totals through June 2 $20,300 $14,137 71

I W ant to Help:
•  Spread the truth about Vietnam
•  Reach a maximum number of people with 

straight facts and serious analysis of the 
Freedom Now Struggle

 Let people know what's really happening 
in Cuba, Algeria, the Congo, Latin America

•  Educate people to the need for socialism

Enclosed is my contribution to the M ilitant Fund

Name... 

Street... 

C ity ...........

____ Zip Code...

____ State........

By H arry  Ring
NEW YO RK — I have been ac­

tive  in radical politics since the 
mid-1930’s and in  the course of 
tha t tim e have heard a w ide 
varie ty  of ideas presented under 
the label of “ socialist.”  In  fact, I 
thought I  had heard jus t about 
everything. B u t I  hadn’t. Last 
week I  attended a meeting where 
a man who had once been a prom ­
inent revo lu tionary socialist lead­
er, and who s ti l l  claims to be a 
socialist, argued vehemently 
against the w ithd raw a l of U.S. 
troops from  Vietnam and in favor 
of the bombing of N orth  Vietnam. 
And in the name of socialism, no 
less!

The speaker was M ax Shacht- 
man. He had been a founder and 
leader of the Socialist Workers 
P arty  u n til he broke away from  it  
in  1940. From  then on he became 
steadily more conservative in  his 
views. In  the late 1950’s he joined 
the Socialist Party, where he finds 
h im self today to the r ig h t of N or­
man Thomas and others whose 
“ socialism”  is barely distinguish­
able from  liberalism . The fact tha t 
there is room in  the leadership of 
the Socialist P a rty  fo r someone 
w ith  a warm ongering position like  
Shachtman’s suggests, I  th ink , 
how m in im al the Socialist P arty ’s 
comm itment to socialism actually 
is.

I  heard Shachtman’s views at 
a symposium on V ietnam  and the 
Dominican crisis sponsored by 
Dissent, a po litica l quarte rly  ed­
ited by Irv in g  Howe, also a right- 
w ing socialist.

The other speakers were Joseph 
Buttinger, a w rite r on Vietnamese 
affa irs; R ichard Lowenthal, a spe­
cia list on China; and the pacifist 
leader, A. J. Muste. A ll are sup­
posed to be libe ra l or socialist- 
minded. Yet Muste was the only 
one who favored w ithd raw a l of 
U.S. forces from  Vietnam.

B uttinger is presented as an 
authority  on V ietnam on the basis 
of a h istory book and numerous 
articles on the subject. His actual 
qualifications are a b it more 
unique.

According to advance excerpts 
from  an artic le  tha t is to appear 
in  the Ju ly  issue of the libera l, lay 
Catholic magazine, Ramparts, B u t­
tinger played a key role in m obil­
izing pow erfu l U.S. support fo r 
Ngo D inh Diem back in  1955 at a 
tim e when the hated Vietnamese 
ty ran t was in a shaky position. 
Ramparts reports that Buttinger, 
who was in  V ietnam  at the time 
o f D iem’s d ifficu lties , returned to 
the U.S. and discussed the prob­
lem w ith  D iem ’s mentor, Cardinal 
Spellman.

Spellman reportedly set the 
wheels in  m otion fo r stepped-up 
m ateria l and propaganda support 
fo r Diem, w ith  B u ttinger p laying 
a key role in  lin in g  up the most 
in flu e n tia l sectors of the press.

A t the Dissent symposium, But-

A. J. Muste
Lone Dissenter

tinger presented h im self as quite 
a libera l. He announced proudly 
that he had resigned from  an out­
f i t  called Am erican Friends of 
V ietnam when i t  went on record 
in favor of the U.S. bombings. 
B uttinger argued the bombings 
w ould do no good because they 
w ould not force the N orth V ie t­
namese to negotiate.

Besides, he added (and I really 
couldn’t  te ll i f  he was being iron ­
ica l), the bombings are strategical­
ly  unsound. A fte r a ll, he observed, 
i f  U.S. troops invade the North, 
they’l l  need those bridges!

Lowenthal also argued fo r nego­
tiations as opposed to w ithdraw al. 
(Th is is in distinction from  some 
libera ls who favor the idea of 
negotiations as a means o f getting 
the U.S. out.) Lowenthal present­
ed a ra ther unique critic ism  of 
Johnson’s foreign policy. He in ­
sisted tha t Johnson’s trigger-happy 
diplomacy was not a logical de­
velopment of the foreign policies 
o f his Democratic predecessors, but 
a departure from  it.

T rum an and Kennedy, he as­
serted, recognized the global 
struggle against “ communism”  as 
p rim a rily  po litica l —  “ w ith  the 
need, from  tim e to time, fo r the 
struggle to take m ilita ry  forms.”  
B u t Johnson, Lowenthal argued, 
wants to solve a ll problems of 
“ containing communism”  by “ pure­
ly  m ilita ry  means.”

Trum an, he said, was a forward- 
looking statesman because he had 
the great wisdom to accept the 
po litica l defeat of the “ loss”  of 
China. Kennedy, he added, showed 
the same sagacity in  accepting his 
defeat at the Bay of Pigs. On the 
basis o f tha t tw isted logic, i t  oc­
curred to me tha t Adolph H itle r, 
who blew his brains out as the 
A llies  converged on B erlin , was 
the greatest statesman yet.

... Explosions in Black Ghettos
(Continued from  Page 1)

Its fundam ental source is that 
police are looked upon as a colo­
n ia l arm y of occupation, whose 
role is not to protect the ord inary 
people in  the slum areas from  
crime and lawlessness, but to pro­
tect those who cheat and exp lo it 
the slum dwellers.

The people in  the ghettos them­
selves are the chief v ic tim s of the 
common crim e w hich abounds in 
New Y o rk  C ity. The ir apartments 
are broken in to  w ith  an in fu r ia t­
ing  regu larity . B u t the police 
almost never solve such crimes or 
recover the stolen goods.

Rackets like  dope pushing, pros­
titu tion , and the pawning of stolen 
goods flourish  more or less openly 
in many of these areas, rig h t un­
der the noses of the cops. The 
honest ghetto resident concludes 
that the cops must be involved.

More im portan t s til l is the 
double standard by. w h ich  sweat­
shop employers, cheating store­

keepers, fraudu len t and gouging 
cred it houses, and slumlords are 
given rap id  and effective aid by 
courts and police, bu t the laws 
w hich are supposed to protect the 
poor are almost never enforced, 
and when they are i t  is only after 
the most in fu ria tin g  red tape and 
runaround.

A  fundam ental source of the 
tension is control o f the po litica l 
machinery by the exploiters —  the 
class enemies — of the ghetto 
dw elle r so that the law, the p o lit­
ical process, seems absolutely 
closed to h im  except as a sham he 
w ould ra ther not waste his time 
on. The c iv il rights leaders who 
fa il to break completely w ith  the 
Democratic and Republican parties 
and bu ild  an independent po litica l 
pa rty  which can attract and chan­
nel the class rebellion of the 
ghettos in  a constructive, revolu­
tionary  direction, are by that 
fa ilu re  contribu ting  to the ex­
plosive oppression.

Shachtman demanded to know 
of B uttinger and Lowenthal how 
N orth  V ietnam was going to be 
compelled to negotiate except by 
the use of force. Hence the need 
fo r the bombings.

B ut his main argument was w ith  
those in  the audience who favored 
w ithdraw al.

“ Monstrous to continue the 
war?”  he shouted back at one 
questioner. “ I t ’s more monstrous 
to w ithd raw .”

H is attem pt at a “ socialist”  jus­
tifica tion  o f th is stand was sicken­
ing. Socialists, he asserted, have 
d iffe ren t interests than im peria l­
ists, bu t at given moments these 
d iffe r in g  interests can coincide.

In  this case i t  is, he argued, a 
coincidence of interests between 
“ socialists”  and im peria lists tha t 
“ communist to ta lita rian ism ”  be 
m ilita r ily  defeated in  Vietnam.

“ Even i f  i t  was a pure c iv il 
w ar,”  he brazenly said, “ I ’d be 
against U.S. w ithd raw a l.”

“ This doesn’t  mean,”  he added, 
“ that the regime in  Saigon is good. 
B u t i t  does perm it the possibility 
o f the people figh ting  fo r  the ir 
rights.”

He elaborated:
“ In  South Vietnam, you can or­

ganize a demonstration and get 
beat on the head. You can’t do 
that much in  N orth  V ietnam .”

A. J. Muste was v is ib ly  appalled 
by the views expressed. He told 
the audience tha t when he had 
accepted the inv ita tion  to pa rtic i­
pate there had been a d iffe ren t 
panel of speakers. When he learned 
o f the composition of the actual 
panel, he said quite frank ly , he 
had no desire to speak and was 
there only because he promised to 
come.

B rie f Lecture
He went on to de liver a b rie f 

lecture exp la in ing the classic so­
cia lis t a ttitude toward, w ar, ob­
serving w ry ly  tha t i t  m igh t be 
w orth  w h ile  in  v iew  o f the back­
ground of the speakers.

Before W orld W ar I, he recalled, 
the socialist movement had been 
antiw ar as a m atter o f course. 
“ We all assumed,”  he explained, 
“ that in order to atta in a warless 
society, i t  was necessary to bu ild  
a classless society.”  Stressing the 
character of w ar as a product of 
capitalism, he asked the other 
panelists to illus tra te  how U.S. 
capitalism  could support popular 
democratic movements throughout 
the w orld. There is absolutely no 
evidence, he declared, to  support, 
such an assertion.

I ’m not fa m ilia r w ith  the p o lit­
ical evolution of B uttinger and 
Lowenthal, bu t Shachtman was a 
shocking example of w hat can 
happen to a man who is blinded 
by anticommunism. Shachtman 
started out as a revo lu tionary who 
understood tha t S talin ism  repre­
sented a betrayal of authentic 
communist principles and that i t  
could only be fought e ffective ly  
as a pa rt o f the f ig h t against the 
capita list system w hich was p r i­
m a rily  responsible fo r  its rise. I t  
cannot be fought in  alliance w ith  
capitalism.

B ut in  1939, during  the Stalin- 
H it le r  pact, Shachtman suc­
cumbed to the anticom m unist p ro­
paganda barrage in  th is  country 
and forgot w hat he had previously 
taught so many others. L ike  some­
one who becomes antiun ion be­
cause the labor movement is head­
ed by bureaucrats, he decided that 
the nationalized, planned economy 
of the Soviet Union was no longer 
progressive because of the emer­
gence of Stalinism.

This phobia tha t noth ing is 
worse than Stalin ism  and every- 
th ing  must be subordinated to the 
struggle against i t  is w hat has led 
Shachtman to his present dis­
graceful position.

(P.S.: Shachtman, B uttinger
and Lowenthal jo ined Muste in op­
posing U.S. in tervention in  the 
Dominican Republic. They said 
they agreed w ith  h im  on this be­
cause there was no real danger of 
a “ communist takeover”  in  the 
Dominican Republic.)

THE MILITANT
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Vietnam Isn't  Our Country

Teach-Ins Pose Negotiations Issue
Soviet Historians Argue 
Meaning of Stalin Era

(W orld  O utlook ) — A  document 
published in the A p r il issue of the 
Polish emigre m onth ly K u ltu ra  
reports a debate June 17-18, 1964, 
at the H istorica l Ins titu te  of the 
Soviet Academy of Sciences.

The discussion at the Ins titu te  
was about the d ra ft te x t of the 
n in th  volume of the H isto ry  of the 
USSR, covering the years from  
1933 to 1941.

On the prison camps, A. P. 
Korushev argued that the o ffic ia l 
h istory should at least te ll how 
much concentration camp labor 
was used in prew ar Soviet p ro j­
ects. He also wanted to know  i f  
the S ta lin -H itle r pact contained 
secret clauses. I f  so, they should 
be revealed. Also, the lessons of 
the Finnish w ar should be dis­
cussed.

Another speaker said tha t the 
breakdown of democracy in the 
Soviet Union was due to Stalin 
and not to H it le r  and tha t the 
“ cu lt”  period should be analyzed

Professor Genkin took the op­
posite view, holding tha t the 
speakers were too c ritica l. The 
tendency to om it Stalin in recent 
publications was unwise, she held. 
H er argument tha t the Soviet ar­
chives are no longer inaccessible 
led to a sharp exchange and que­
ries as to w hat sections are open.

A. V. Snegov created a sensa­
tion when he conceded tha t the 
1930’s were a contradictory period 
in the Soviet Union, marked by 
both progress and regression. The 
ha lf-tru ths in the d ra ft volume 
were better, he held, than the 
fla t lies of previous Soviet his­
torians, bu t i t  should contain more 
factual materia l. When he asked 
whether i t  had been unavoidable 
to shoot Z inoviev and Kamenev as 
tra itors, somebody in  the ha ll an­
swered “ no.”

“ M r. Snegov w ent on to argue 
tha t the psychological puzzle of 
Sta lin  must be solved and an an­
swer given to the question: what 
did he do fo r Russia? S ta lin ’s 
provocative policy towards m inor­
ity  peoples should also be dis-

Pause in Bolivia Conflict
B o liv ia ’s m ilita ry  jun ta  called a 

tem porary ha lt May 25, in  its drive 
to break the unions, pa rticu la rly  
the tin  m iners unions. The sur­
pris ing strength of armed resist­
ance by workers in  the industria l 
suburbs of La Paz was credited 
w ith  slowing down the assault on 
the mines and creating divisions 
among the generals over tactics. 
A  section of the jun ta , headed by 
Gen. Barrientos, reportedly viewed 
truce negotiations, carried on by 
Gen. Ovando, as ju s t a maneuver 
to gain tim e before renewing the 
drive  to occupy the mines.

A t a b ig te x tile  m ill in La Paz 
the workers views were tha t this 
was a “ tem porary settlement that 
the jun ta  achieved by sending 
planes to machine-gun our fam i­
lies. B u t i f  the arm y advances on 
the mines, we w il l  resume the 
strike, and our women and ch il­
dren w il l  jo in  us, even i f  i t  means 
starvation.”

Venezuela 'Land Reform'
The Venezuelan government has 

mobilized its police and National 
Guard to remove thousands of 
peasants “ who have squatted on 
p riva te  property at various points 
in  the in te rio r.”  The peasants ap­
parently expected the government 
to legalize the ir action through 
expropriation of the landowners. 
I t  was not reported who gave 
them this peculiar idea.

Urge Aid for Dominicans
The secretariat of the Permanent 

Congress o f Labor U n ity  of Latin  
American Workers, meeting in 
Havana M ay 17-20, called on work-

cussed. In  general, he urged, So­
v ie t historians must stop repeating 
S ta lin ist formulas about rightists, 
le ftis ts and Trotskyists; nothing 
had harmed the reputation of so­
cialism more than S ta lin ’s behavior 
in  the 1930’s. He asked whether 
the m urder in  Moscow of the 
leading Polish communists had 
been rea lly  necessary; or had i t  
been a precious g ift fo r H itle r?  He 
wondered w hy the book praised 
the pa rtition  of Poland between 
the Germans and the Russians in 
1939. W hat had th is rea lly  done to 
fac ilita te  the defense of Russia?”

One of the drafters of the book, 
a woman, pleaded tha t no serious 
study had been possible u n til a fter 
the firs t attacks on the “ personal­
ity  cu lt.”  U n til then one could 
only w rite  about the exceptionally 
good or bad.

“ We s till tend to act tha t w ay,”  
she continued. “ We are s till, in 
this respect, under S ta lin ’s in ­
fluence. Have we managed to 
produce a balanced opinion of a 
personality, includ ing its good and 
bad features? (cries from  the hall 
of ‘no.’ )  And yet nobody is either 
God or devil. This cannot last. We 
cannot w rite  tha t way. We must 
w rite  in  such a way that we need 
not burn w ith  shame in 10 years’ 
tim e.”

Joseph Stalin

ers to “ mobilize in support of the 
popular struggle of the Dominican 
Republic.”  I t  also urged support 
fo r other revo lu tionary movements 
in  the Hemisphere.

Rule of the Whip
According to statistics released 

by the United Nations, 850,000 
lashes have been administered by 
the courts of South A frica  in  the 
past 10 years. The yearly  average 
is 80,000 lashes on 17,000 victim s. 
This is eight times the amount 20 
years ago.

Oppose Brazil Trooplift
Brazilian  police arrested several 

students “ and others”  May 23 fo r 
d is tribu ting  leaflets opposing the 
sending of B razilian  troops to help 
U.S. Marines occupy the Domin­
ican Republic.

Green Light for Gusanos
The Cuban Coast Guard an­

nounced M ay 22 that i t  had de­
stroyed an armed launch operated 
by the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency, k i ll in g  one operative and 
capturing two. The launch had 
the mission of taking aboard a spy 
who had in filtra te d  in to  Cuba 
earlier. The Cubans said the 
launch had come from  Key M ara­
thon in F lorida and tha t one of 
the captured men was S ilv ino  M ar­
tinez Romero, a C IA  specialist in 
smuggling men in  and out of Cuba.

Meanwhile, Cuban exiles in 
M iam i are “ suddenly feeling a 
loosening of reins from  Washing­
ton,”  according to the M ay 27 
Christian Science M onitor. Since 
the Dominican crisis, say the coun­
ter-revolutionaries, “ the red lig h t

By Fred Halstead
As an observer at the National 

Teach-In on the Vietnam W ar held 
in Washington, D.C., last month, 
I was impressed by the courage of 
the many professors who spoke out 
against the involvem ent of the ir 
own country in  an un just war. But 
there is one critic ism  which I  feel 
should be made.

A lm ost a ll the speakers — in ­
cluding critics of the adm inistra­
tion — made proposals fo r ending 
the w ar by negotiations between 
the United States government and 
other parties involved or interested 
in  the Vietnam war.

There were a va rie ty  of ideas as 
to w hat should be sought in these 
negotiations. B u t a ll of them in ­
volved proposals fo r the k ind of 
government or governments there 
ought to  be in  Vietnam, or the 
way they should be brought about, 
or the foreign policy (such as 
neutra lism ) w hich they should 
pursue.

These proposals were made by 
U nited States citizens petition ing 
the U nited States government fo r 
action. W ith  a ll due regard fo r the 
overw helm ing ly positive features 
of the National Teach-In, i t  seems 
to me tha t a ll these proposals re ­
veal a certain American arrogance 
and prejudice tow ard the people 
of Vietnam, and fo r tha t matter 
of Asia, A frica  and La tin  America 
in general.

For the speakers at an American 
teach-in are not citizens of V ie t­
nam. The U.S. has no righ t w hat­
ever to determine w hat the gov­
ernm ent of someone else’s coun­
try  shall be, or how that govern­
ment shall be selected, o r what 
tha t government’s foreign policy 
shall be. I t  is to be hoped tha t in 
the fu ture, the professors of this 
country w il l  take i t  upon them­
selves to teach the Am erican peo­
ple respect fo r the sovereignty of 
small nations, ra ther than violate 
it  in  the sp ir it in the ir speeches, 
as the U.S. government has been 
v io la ting  i t  in  the flesh.

Only the Vietnamese have the 
the r ig h t to determine the gov-

S
on our ac tiv ity  has turned green."  
One of them said, “ There has 
been more a c tiv ity  in  the past few 
weeks than in  the past six 
months.”  The M onito r added that 
in  particu la r the gusanos “ find  
few er restraints on movements in 
and out of Cuba.”

Prize for ’Terrorist' Novel
The Portuguese W riters Society 

has been banned by the Salazar 
dictatorship. Its  crime was to 
award a prize to “ Luandino V ie i­
ra ”  fo r his novel Luanda, the name 
o f Angola’s capital. I t  turned out 
tha t “ V ie ira ”  is the pen name of 
Jose V ie ira  Matues da Graca, a 
w h ite  Portuguese who grew up in 
a slum outside Luanda and writes 
about it. He is now serving a 14- 
year prison term  fo r “ terrorism .”

Ease Curbs on Rebel Poet
Rebel Soviet poet Yevgeny Yev­

tushenko has been perm itted to 
make a month-long tou r of Ita ly . 
He was restricted to his country 
in  early 1963, at the height of 
Soviet o ffic ia ldom ’s campaign 
against nonconform ist intellectuals. 
Especially offensive to officia ldom  
was the uncensored autobiography 
Yevtushenko published w h ile  in 
France tha t year. Khrushchev’s 
successors have been easing con­
tro ls  on artists somewhat, as part 
of the ir bid fo r greater popular 
support. Rarely published in the 
past tw o years, Yevtushenko has 
recently had a number of contro­
versial works prin ted in  the Soviet 
press. In  one, Bratsk Power Sta­
tion, he again attacks anti-Semit­
ism and “ heirs”  of S talin s til l in  
power.

—  George Saunders

Ho Chi M inh

ern ment of Vietnam. And they 
have the righ t to determine i t  in 
the ir own way, no m atter w hat 
anyone else may th in k  of the ir 
methods. They have the r ig h t to 
determine i t  by c iv il w ar between 
classes, or between sections of 
the ir country, or by gue rrilla  w ar­
fare, or by- terrorism , or by elec­
tions, honest or otherwise, or by 
any other good or bad methods 
they may choose or fa ll into.

The people of the United States 
itse lf have used a ll these methods 
in determ ining the ir governments 
and resolving social problems fo r 
better or worse over the years. 
The A lien  and Sedition Laws, 
Bloody Kansas, the C iv il W ar and 
Reconstruction, the Palm er “ red” 
raids, the K u  K lu x  K lan  and Mc­
Carthyism are bu t a few examples. 
B u t tha t d idn ’t give another na­
tion, or an international organiza­
tion, the r ig h t to become a m ilita ry  
factor w ith in  our country.

A ny proposal fo r “ negotiations”  
invo lv ing  the U.S. in  Vietnam, im ­
p lic it ly  recognizes some U.S. 
“ righ ts”  in  Vietnam. B u t the 
United States government has no 
rights whatever in Vietnam, and 
neither does anyone else but the 
Vietnamese. U.S. troops are the 
on ly foreign troops in Vietnam, 
and the presence of U.S. troops 
there, and the U.S. escalation of 
the war, are the sole factors threat­
ening to make the V ietnam  situa­
tion become an internationa l — 
and possibly a nuclear — war.

The only demand upon the U.S. 
government which can in decency 
be made by U.S. citizens opposed 
to the V ietnam  w ar is fo r the 
complete and immediate w ith ­
drawal of the U.S. forces.

National Sovereignty
The p rinc ip le  of respect fo r na­

tional sovereignty was raised in 
passing by a few  speakers at the 
National Teach-In. When i t  was, 
the apologists fo r  the State Depart­
ment retreated behind the old saw 
tha t there are no simple answers 
to complex problems.

I t  is true tha t respect fo r th is 
simple princ ip le  w il l  solve no com­
plex social problems, bu t w ithou t 
i t  there can be no peace between 
nations and every in te rna l revo lu­
tion threatens to become an in te r­
national w ar. This is  the logic of 
the Johnson Doctrine, a doctrine 
which openly proclaims the rape of 
the princ ip le  of sovereignty of 
nations.

I t  is also true that violations of 
th is princ ip le  —  whether under 
cover of “ negotiations”  or “ peace 
keeping”  or “ neutra lization”  or 
“ rescuing U.S. citizens”  — almost 
always make the in terna l problems 
of the violated country worse, pro­
long disorder, greatly increase 
bloodshed, and arrest the natura l 
resolution of the social problems

w ith in  a country by its own c iti­
zens.

A lm ost always, a “ peace”  estab­
lished through the vio la tion  of 
th is princ ip le  s im ply leaves a time- 
bomb to explode w ith  even greater 
fu ry  at a la te r date. This was 
certa in ly  the case w ith  the Geneva 
accords of 1954 w hich ended the 
w ar of libera tion  by the V ie tm inh 
against the French and which 
provided a tem porary pa rtition  of 
V ietnam at the 17th paralle l.

As was pointed out by Professor 
George K ah in  at the Washington 
Teach-In, this agreement, “ i t  was 
generally agreed, gave the V ie t­
m inh control over fa r  less te r­
r ito ry  than its m ilita ry  strength 
warranted.”  Professor K ah in  con­
tinued:

Temporary Division
“ The po litica l accords agreed to 

at Geneva established the condi­
tions fo r transferring  po litica l 
competition to the electoral plane. 
The V ietm inh, y ie ld ing  to Soviet 
and Chinese pressure, la id  down 
its arms and agreed to the tem­
porary pa rtition  o f the country, 
pending reun ifica tion  through na­
tionw ide elections. I t  dismantled 
its government south of the 17th 
para lle l and w ithd rew  its armed 
forces to the N orth. I t  was gen­
e ra lly  anticipated tha t the V ie t­
m inh w ould w in  the elections 
scheduled fo r 1956 . . .

" I t  was obviously a much sur­
prised V ie tm inh tha t came to real­
ize during 1955-56 tha t the French 
were disengaging from  the respon­
sib ilities they had accepted at 
Geneva — thereby pe rm itting  the 
introduction o f an increased Am er­
ican presence —  and tha t elections 
were not going to be held.”

Those outside of V ietnam  who 
are supporters of the Vietnamese 
revo lu tion have a special obliga­
tion to avoid the p it fa ll o f recog­
nizing U.S. “ righ ts”  in  V ietnam  
by demanding “ negotiations.”  A  
May 2 statement by the U nited 
Secretariat o f the Fourth  In te rna­
tiona l makes the fo llow ing  points:

Not a Principle
“ Negotiations in a struggle be­

tween revolution and counter­
revolution cannot be excluded in 
princip le, o f course. . . . B u t i t  is 
up to the revolutionists themselves 
to decide w hether o r not to enter 
in to negotiations. I t  is the business 
o f the ir supporters to do the ir u t­
most to weaken the enemy —  in 
this case to compel his w ithd raw a l 
from  an  a rea where he is nothing 
but a bandit, a ttem pting to shoot 
his way in to  a position of ‘nego­
tia ting  from  strength’ w ith  the 
v ic tim .”

“ When Johnson ta lks about the 
Geneva agreement, he is re fe rring  
in  rea lity  to a new sellout, which 
he w ould fin d  acceptable. The 
Vietnamese and Chinese, on the 
other hand, specify tha t by ‘living 
up to the Geneva agreement,’ they 
mean complete w ithd raw a l of 
American im perialism . This, in  
fact, w ould register the new re la­
tion of forces in South V ietnam  
gained at immense cost to the 
Vietnamese people. I t  corresponds 
w ith  the determ ination o f the free­
dom fighters not to  lose th e ir vic­
to ry  at the conference table. That 
is one of the reasons w hy John­
son is try in g  to  change the rela­
tion of forces by escalating the 
conflic t.”

Yours for the Asking
For books and pamphlets on Cuba, 

the Freedom Now struggle, the labor 
movement, socialist theory, send for 
a free copy of our catalogue.

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
5 East Third Street 

New York, N. Y. 10003
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FREEDOM FIGHTERS

Bill — and the Blacklist
By Eugene V . Debs

[Eugene V. Debs, 1855-1926, was 
a great union as w e ll as socialist 
leader. Rebelling against c ra ft 
unionism, he organized the A m er­
ican R ailw ay Union, an industria l 
union fo r ra ilw a y  workers. The 
ARU  was crushed by the federal 
government and the employers in 
the mid-1890’s. Debs’ a rtic le  ap­
peared in  W ayland’s M onth ly, 
September, 1902, reprin ted in 
W ritings and Speeches of Eugene 
V. Debs.]

I t  was on a m ixed tra in  on one 
o f the mountain roads in  the west­
ern states. The conductor and both 
brakemen had already shown me 
th e ir old ARU  cards, w hich they 
treasured w ith  almost affectionate 
tenderness. The soiled, illeg ib le  
scraps were souvenirs of the 
“ w ar,”  and revived a whole fre igh t 
tra in  o f s tirr in g  reminiscences. 
The three weather-beaten tra in ­
men were strangers p rio r to ’94; 
they were o ff three separate roads, 
and from  three d iffe ren t states.

Each of the brakemen had told 
the  story of his persecution a fte r 
the  strike. The companies had de­
clared tha t no ARU  s tr ike r should 
ever have another job  on a ra il­
road, and they were doing the ir 
level best to make good the ir 
b ru ta l avowal. These tw o brake­
m en had to su ffe r long in  the role 
o f  the “ wandering Jew.”  Again 
and again they had secured jobs, 
under assumed names and other­
wise, bu t as soon as they were 
f ound out they were dismissed 
w ith  the h igh ly  ed ify ing  in fo rm a­
tion  tha t the company no longer 
needed the ir services.

B lacklisted
They were on the ra ilroad black­

lis t. O n ly they know w hat this 
means who have been there. Many 
times had these brakemen been 
"hungry, many times ejected from  
tra ins, often foot-sore a fte r a 
w eary  w a lk  to the next d ivision 
po in t. B u t they bore i t  a ll and 
made no complaint. Fortunate ly 
they were both single men and 
th e ir  privations were at least free 
fro m  the harrow ing thought tha t 
w ife  and ch ild  were being to r­
tu red  by the ir merciless persecu­
tors. They f in a lly  conquered the 
b lack lis t and were once more a l­
lowed to become the slaves o f the 
railroads.

* * *

I t  was about noon when the 
conductor tapped me on the shoul­
der and inv ited  me in to  the bag­
gage end o f the car to have d in ­
n e r w ith  the crew. They had the ir 
own k itchen and cooking utensils 
and had managed to dish up a 
most appetizing b il l  o f fare. I  was 
firs t served w ith  a steaming p la t­
te r o f “ m u lligan,”  a popular dish 
w ith  the m ountain men. Then fo l­
lowed cold meat, bread and bu t­
te r and hot coffee, topped o ff w ith  
a quarter section of pie.

The pipes were next lighted and 
a liv e ly  exchange of reminiscence 
followed.

The conductor was obliged to 
leave us fo r a tim e and w h ile  
he was gone the tw o brakemen 
to ld  me how he had “ stopped the 
b lack lis t,”  I t  is a short b u t im ­
mensely suggestive story. The con­
ductor, like  a ll brave men, was 
too modest to te ll i t  himself. Here 
i t  is:

B ill’s Story
B ill,  th a t was the conductor’s 

name, was running a tra in  on the 
S - - - ra ilw a y  when the strike  of 
-94 came. He was also chairman 
of  the local grievance committee. 
He lost out w ith  the rest and took 

his medicine w ithou t a w him per. 
W hen he le ft  home to look fo r  a 
jo b  his w ife  had the cheerful as­
surance tha t she and the two ch il­
d ren  w ould soon hear from  him  
and tha t they w ould be united 
again at an early day.

B il l  secured five  jobs in  early 
succession. He was a first-class 
ra ilroad  man and could f i l l  any

Eugene V . Debs

k ind  of position. B u t as fast as 
he got a job  he lost it. The black 
demon was at his heels. He had 
offended his form er master and 
now he and his lov ing  w ife  and 
innocent babes must die.

The last job  B il l  had held good 
fo r some days before he was spied 
out and discharged. He drew $15, 
bu t he d id not send i t  to his w ife , 
nor did he use i t  on himself. B il l 
had a g rim  determ ination w ritte n  
in every lin e  of his sw arthy face 
when he pocketed tha t $15 and his 
discharge, and started tow ard the 
c ity. He stopped short before a 
hardware store and his eyes 
scanned the display in  the w indow. 
In  less than five  minutes he had 
entered, investigated and emerged 
again.

W ith  rap id  strides the b lack­
listed man hurried  toward the 
ra ilroad station.

We next see B ill on the streets 
o f his old home. H is friends, i f  
any remained, w ould scarce have 
recognized him . Upon his wan fea­
tures there was an ug ly look that 
boded i l l  to someone, and in  his 
h ip  pocket a loaded six-shooter 
was ready fo r action.

The superintendent t u r n e d  
deadly pale when B il l  entered. He 
ins tinc tive ly  read his ind ictm ent 
in  B i l l ’s g rim  visage before a word 
was spoken.

“ W hat can I  do fo r you, Mr.

----------?”  trem b ling ly  asked the p il­
lo ried o ffic ia l.

“ N ot a damned th ing ,”  replied 
B il l  in  a strange, hoarse’ voice.

“ You know w hat I ’m here fo r,”  
continued the v ic tim  o f the b lack­
lis t, “ and i f  you’ve got any prayers 
to o ffe r before I make a lead mine 
of your carcass, you’d better begin 
at once.”

W hile  B il l spoke the superin­
tendent looked in to  the murderous 
p is to l pointed at h im  by the des­
perate man, and an instant la ter 
his office was turned into a prayer 
meeting. Such piteous pleas were 
ra re ly  heard from  such coward 
lips.

B il l ’s heart was touched; he 
would give the craven assassin 
another chance.

W ithdraw ing  the weapon and 
shoving i t  in to  his pocket, B il l 
looked the o ffic ia l stra ight in the 
eye and in a steady voice said:

One More Chance
“ You have beaten me out of five  

jobs and you are responsible fo r 
m y w ife  and babies being home­
less and hungry. You know that 
there is not a scratch upon my 
record as an employe, nor a stain 
upon m y character as a man. You 
have deliberate ly plotted to to r­
tu re  and k i l l  an innocent woman 
and tw o babies who depended up ­
on m y labor, and by God, you 
deserve to die like  the dog you 
are.

“ B u t I ’m going to give you an­
other chance fo r your life  —  m ark 
me, ju s t one. I  shall get another 
job, and I  shall re fer to you as to 
m y service record. I f  I  lose that
job, G------ d------- your black heart,
you’d do your b lacklis ting  in hell, 
not here, fo r I ’l l  send you there 
as sure as m y name’s B il l ------ .”

The superintendent drew  a long 
breath of re lie f when B il l  turned 
on his heels and le ft h im  alone. 
He did not doubt B il l ’s word. I t  is 
ha rd ly  necessary to say tha t the 
b lack lis t was ended. B il l  got the 
job  and holds i t  to th is day. Not 
a man on the road is more re­
spected than he, especially by  the 
officials.

B il l  d id not appeal to the courts. 
He took no chances on a brace 
game. H is nerve and his six- 
shooter settled the case and there 
were no costs to pay.

B il l  and his tw o brakemen are 
now Socialists. The three hours I 
spent w ith  those three men ro llin g  
over the western mountains I  shall 
remember always w ith  interest 
and satisfaction.

Questions and Answers 
About Socialism

[In  th is column we w il l  t r y  to answer questions about socialism and 
M arx ism. I f  you have a question you w ould  like  to see taken up in  this 
column, please send i t  in. Comments and critic ism  are welcomed.

The Farmer and His Sheep: 
A Fable by Albert Parsons

[ A  pioneer American socialist 
A lbe rt Parsons was framed-up in  
1886 and executed in  1887 as one 
of the Chicago H aym arket m ar­
tyrs. This fab le -ed ito ria l by h im  
appeared in  The A larm , a labor 
paper w hich he edited from  1884 
to 1886.]

A  farm er had gathered his herd 
o f sheep in to  a pen preparatory 
to shearing them o f the ir wool. 
F ina lly , one sheep, becoming more 
bold than his tim id  comrades, see­
ing the fa rm er standing at the 
gate w ith  his long shears in  his 
hand, addressed h im  thus:

“ Pray, sir, w hy  do you huddle 
us together in  th is style? W ill you 
not le t us out to play and gambol 
on the hillside? I t  is hot, dusty, 
and dry, and very uncomfortable 
to be cooped up in  this pen.”  

Farmer: “ Certa in ly, certainly.
B u t before I tu rn  you out I  must 
shear you o f your wool.”

Sheep: “ Pray, sir, w hat harm 
have we ever done you tha t you 
should now take the covering from  . 
our backs, and leave us unpro­
tected to the storms of w in te r and 
the heats o f summer?”

Farm er: “ You u n g r a t e f u l .

wretches. Have you no sense of 
gratitude fo r the many favors I  
have always shown you? I f  it  
were not fo r me how could you 
exist at all? Don’t  I  fu rn ish  you 
the green pasture upon which you 
browse and play? Besides that, 
when I  shear o ff your present 
coating o f wool are you not per­
m itted  by m y generosity to graze 
upon m y fie lds and soon supply 
yourselves w ith  another coating?”  

The rest of the tim id  and 
thoughtless herd overhearing the 
conversation im m ediate ly set up 
a great “ hu rrah”  fo r the ir sup­
posed benefactor, and one and a ll 
ca lm ly and pa tien tly  and w ith  
apparent satisfaction submitted 
themselves to the process of being 
“ fleeced of the ir wool.”

M oral: When capitalists and
the ir ly in g  preachers, teachers, 
and politicians set themselves up 
as the benefactors of the ir wage- 
slaves, and begin th e ir long-w ind­
ed discourses upon the “ harm ony”  
of capital and labor, you may be 
sure tha t they are m erely pre­
paring th e ir wage-slaves fo r  a 
quiet submission w h ile  they 
“ fleece”  them o f the ir labor prod­
uct.

W hat conditions are necessary 
for a socialist revolution against 
capitalism?

James P. Cannon, national cha ir­
man o f the Socialist Workers Par­
ty  and leading defendant in  the 
1941 Minneapolis “ sedition”  tr ia l, 
gave the fo llow ing  answer to that 
question when he was on the w it ­
ness stand in  federal court:

“ The f irs t one is tha t the ex­
isting society must have exhausted 
its possibilities of fu rth e r develop­
ment. M arx la id  down as a law  
that no social system can be re­
placed by another u n til i t  has ex­
hausted a ll its  possibilities fo r de­
velopment and advancement. That 
is, you may say, the fundam ental 
prerequisite fo r a social revolution.

“ Then I  can give a number of 
co lla tera l prerequisites w hich have 
been accepted by our movement.

“ The ru lin g  class must be un­
able any longer to solve its prob­
lems, must have to a large degree 
lost confidence in  itse lf. The mis­
ery and desperation of the masses 
must have increased to the point 
where they desire at a ll costs a 
radical change. Unemployment, 
fascism and w ar become problems 
of increasing magnitude w hich are 
pa tently  insoluble by the existing 
ru lin g  class. There must be a tre ­
mendous sentiment among the 
masses of the producers fo r  so­
c ia lis t ideas and fo r a socialist 
revolution.

“ And, in addition to these pre­
requisites I  have mentioned, i t  is 
necessary to have a w orkers’ party 
tha t is capable of leading and or­
ganizing the movement of the 
workers in  a resolute fashion fo r 
a revo lu tionary solution of the 
crisis.”

[F rom  Socialism on T ria l, the 
o ffic ia l court record of James P. 
Cannon’s testimony, Pioneer Pub­
lishers.]

*  *  *

Doesn’t the lack of democracy 
in  the Soviet Union indicate that 
socialism is undemocratic?

The w ide ly held belie f tha t the 
Soviet Union, w ith  its adm itted 
record of b ru ta l suppression of 
democracy under S ta lin  and his 
heirs, is a liv in g  example of so­
cialism has led to the fo llow ing 
serious consequences:

In  the firs t place, i t  enables 
capitalism  to “ ju s tify ”  the hound­
ing of radicals and m ilita n t op­
ponents of war, racism and the 
w itch  hunt as a crusade o f democ­
racy against to ta lita rian ism .

Secondly, i t  is used as a moral 
cover fo r U.S. m ilita ry  in terven­
tion against the freedom-seeking 
peoples in  Cuba, the Congo, V ie t­
nam and the Dominican Republic.

And fin a lly , i t  impedes the new 
generation of freedom fighters 
from  advancing beyond the pres­
ent stage of protest and partia l 
struggles against in justice, op­
pression and w a r —  to a struggle 
fo r the complete rem oval o f the 
causes of these blights upon so­
ciety.

Socialist Society
Socialism as a fo rm  of society 

exists nowhere on the earth today. 
The scientific and practical w ork  
o f outstanding socialists (M arx, 
Engels, Lenin, T ro tsky) has estab­
lished the main features o f a so­
cia list society as fo llows:

One —  As a higher stage of so­
ciety than capitalism  i t  w il l  pos­
sess in  its m ateria l foundation a 
higher economic development than 
the most advanced sections of 
capitalism. The ra tiona l p lanning 
o f a socially owned productive 
complex, to w hich atomic energy, 
automation and cybernation are 
applied to satisfy the needs of a ll,

is today technologically removed 
from  the realm  of a visionary 
utopia.

Two —  Based upon an abun­
dance o f goods and services, un­
hampered by private  ownership 
and priva te  p ro fit in  society’s 
production plant, a ll class divisions 
of exploiters and exploited, op­
pressors and oppressed w il l  dis­
appear. They w il l  be replaced by 
a free association of creative pro­
ducers, of men and women on a 
cu ltu ra l level fa r  above w hat is 
possible in  a society o f commercial 
rapine, degradation and violence.

Three —  W ith  the development 
of equa lity  and freedom fo r a ll 
members of society on a w orld  
scale, the oppressive instrum ent of 
the state w il l  w ithe r away w ithou t 
a trace of a cop or sheriff, an 
F B I o r C IA  man.

Russian Revolution
When the workers and peasants 

o f backward and w ar-to rn  Rus­
sia established t}ie governmental 
power o f th e ir democratic councils 
which they called Soviets, they did 
not thereby at one stroke consti­
tute socialism. I t  meant on ly  tha t 
the movement fo r  socialism was 
victorious and tha t by abolishing 
the economic and state power of 
the capitalists and landowners 
they could begin the transition  to 
socialism.

Under the best of circumstances, 
a society in  transition  between 
capitalism  and socialism would 
necessarily contain features of 
both. The defeat o f the revo lu tion 
outside Russia, and the new Soviet 
Republic’s isolation and poverty, 
weakened the revo lu tionary and 
democratic forces in Russia and 
favored the grow th of a parasitic 
caste o f priv ileged functionaries. 
W ith  lit t le  o f the necessities of 
life  to go around, the bureaucrats 
assured themselves of the good 
things f irs t  o f a ll and constructed 
a po litica l system tha t upheld th is 
inequa lity  and system atically de­
stroyed the democracy in  the So­
viets and in  the Communist Party.

The capita list features of in ­
equality, thought control, lies, 
frame-ups and torture, such as ex­
isted in capita list Germany under 
H it le r  and are not at a ll unknown 
in the “ democratic”  nations of 
capitalism, grew to great propor­
tions under Stalin.

Planned Economy
However, the socialist features 

of this transitiona l society, the 
planned nationalized economy, 
pulled the country out o f its dis­
mal backwardness and established 
the Soviet Union as the second 
most pow erfu l nation in  the w orld. 
This advance from  harsh scarcity, 
as w e ll as the breaching of the 
isolation o f the Soviet Union by 
the defeat o f capitalism in  one 
th ird  o f the w orld , has forced the 
bureaucracy to give many conces­
sions to the Soviet w ork ing  masses 
who have grown more confident 
o f th e ir power and more insistent 
upon the ir rights. Sooner o r la te r 
they w il l  fo llow  the example of 
the Hungarian workers o f 1956, 
sweep out the bureaucracy and re­
establish democracy.

A  socialist revo lu tion In an ad­
vanced capita list country, say the 
United States, w ould sta rt from  a 
a high technological level of pro­
duction. The transition from  cap­
ita lism  to socialism w ould be much 
shorter than in  the backward “ so­
cia list”  countries and from  the 
very beginning the cap ita lis t fea- 
tures w ould begin to give w ay to 
the norms of socialism. The firs t 
sphere in  w hich this would occur 
w ould be in  an enormous grow th 
of democracy, equality and free­
dom.

— David Stevens



Monday, June 7, 1965 TH E M IL IT A N T Page Seven

Letters from  our readers
[This column is an open forum 

for all viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w ill be 
abridged. Writers’ initials w ill be 
used, names being withheld unless 
authorization is given for use.]

Lenin on U.S. Elections
New Y ork, N. Y.

Every election year in  America 
the old “ shell game”  begins. Dem­
ocrat denounces Republican who, 
in  tu rn , indicts Democrat. The 
same th ing  is now occurring in  
the New Y ork  m ayoralty race. 
The Siamese tw ins, L indsay and 
Wagner, are denouncing each 
other.

10 Years Ago  
In The M ilitant
J IM  CROW U N IVE R SAL M IL ­

IT A R Y  T R A IN IN G  PUSHED IN  
CONGRESS — On the eve of the 
B ig  Four Conference and in  the 
wake of the UN tenth  anniversary 
orations about “ peaceful coexist­
ence,”  the Eisenhower adm inistra­
tion  is ram m ing through Congress 
a b ig  chunk o f its program  fo r the 
to ta l m ilita riza tion  of the A m eri­
can youth.

On June 28 another four-year 
extension of the d ra ft and a two- 
year extension fo r  doctors was 
passed in  the House of Represen­
tatives by a vote o f 388 to 5. The 
Senate passed the d ra ft extensions 
w ith in  15 minutes o f the House 
and sent i t  to Eisenhower.

Four hours earlie r the House 
A rm ed Services Committee passed 
Eisenhower’s M ilita ry  Reserve pro­
gram by  a vote of 29 to 1 after 
three Committee members dropped 
th e ir previous fig h t against the 
measure. This legislation w ould in ­
crease ready reserve forces from  
700,000 to 2,900,000 by 1960 . . .

The k ind  o f m ilita ry  life  the 
B ig  Business government is try in g  
to fo ist on the youth is clearly 
revealed by the fig h t Eisenhower 
and the Southern Democrats are 
w aging against any amendments 
to the M ilita ry  Reserve b ill that 
w ould ban segregation.

Representative Adam  Clayton 
Powell some months ago in tro ­
duced an anti-segregation amend­
ment to the Reserve b ill. Eisen­
hower denounced th is  action as 
“ extraneous”  and “ erroneous.”  —  
Ju ly  4, 1955.

20 Years Ago 
S TA LIN ISTS  M A K E  O F F IC IA L  

CHANGE IN  TH E IR  P O LIC Y  —  
The “ new”  S ta lin is t line  has been 
handed down, a l it t le  more than a 
week a fte r the M ay 24 publication 
of the artic le  of Jacques Duclos, 
French Communist P arty  leader, 
w hich foreshadowed the latest 
sw itch . . .

L ikewise, the U.S. section of the 
S ta lin is t organization continues in 
its resolution its support of the 
Am erican capita lis t government 
and opposition to the attem pt of 
the m ilita n t workers to regain the 
use o f the strike weapon.

The crucia l po litica l sections of 
the resolution read as fo llows:

“ I t  is im perative tha t the A m eri­
can people resolutely support 
every e ffo rt o f the Trum an ad­
m in is tra tion to carry fo rw ard  
Roosevelt’s program fo r v ic to ry, 
peace, democracy and 60 m illion  
jobs.”

“ Continue un in terrupted w ar 
production and uphold labor’s no­
s trike  pledge fo r the duration.”

In  actual practice, therefore, the 
present resolution continues the 
previous line  of class peace w ith  
the  bosses.—  June 9. 1945.

V. I. Len in  long ago commented 
on the yearly electoral farce in  
the U.S.:

“ Since the emancipation o f the 
Negroes, the d istinction between 
the tw o parties has been d im in ish­
ing. The fig h t between these two 
parties . . . has not had any seri­
ous importance fo r the mass of the 
people. The people have been de­
ceived and diverted from  th e ir v i ­
ta l interests by means of spec­
tacular and meaningless duels be­
tween the tw o bourgeois parties.”  
(Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 18, 
pp. 402-403. Foreign Languages 
Publish ing House, Moscow.)

The people o f New Y o rk  should 
seriously ponder the words of 
Len in  and re ject w ith  contempt 
the phony fig h t between the cap­
ita lis t, s lum lord Democratic arid 
Republican parties. They should, 
instead, vote fo r a genuine a lte r­
native: the Socialist W orkers P arty  
slate headed by C lifton  DeBerry.

Gerald Cohen

Need to End Death Penalty
Glens Falls, N.Y. 

In  connection w ith  your “ Need 
to End the Death Penalty”  ed­
ito r ia l w hich cited the case of 
George W hitmore, the fo llow ing  
passage from  Quentin Reynold’s 
Court Room is of interest:

“ A  few  years ago, a Massa­
chusetts d is tric t attorney made a 
speech in  which he declared, ‘In ­
nocent men are never convicted. 
I t  is a physical im possib ility .’ 

“ This statement so enraged Ed­
w in  M. Borchard, professor of law  
at Yale U niversity, tha t he prom pt­
ly  w rote  a book w hich he called 
Convicting the Innocent. In  i t  he 
discussed the cases of 65 defend­
ants who were found g u ilty  of 
crimes and whose innocence was 
la te r established. In  a m a jo rity  of 
these cases, witnesses lied  or were 
mistaken but were believed by the 
ju ry .”

I  do not believe there is any 
doubt as to the correctness of M r. 
Borchard’s findings. The public 
record is crammed w ith  cases of 
people who have been tried, con­
victed and imprisoned on such 
charges as robbery, embezzlement, 
forgery and s im ila r offenses but 
who were la te r found to be in ­
nocent, were liberated and finan ­
c ia lly  compensated by the state 
fo r  false incarceration. I f  i t  is 
possible fo r innocent people to be 
convicted fo r such offenses, w hy I 
often have wondered, do so many 
of the police authorities consider 
i t  rid icu lous and absurd (o r so 
claim, anyway) to believe that 
people can be falsely convicted, 
imprisoned and executed on a 
charge of murder?

Be a ll th is as i t  may. Suppose 
there was no R ichard Robles or 
anyone else besides W hitm ore on 
whom the W ylie -H offe rt murders 
could have been pinned? How 
w ould  George W hitm ore have 
fared? W ould he have been def­
in ite ly  exonerated?

K.M.G.

W hite Radicals Irrelevant?
Minneapolis, M inn. 

When someone is beating you 
on the head, hard and w ith  a 
heavy club, do you th in k  about 
his po in t of view, his personal 
problems, his fam ily? Do you gen­
eralize from  this clubbing you are 
getting to the dialectical in te r­
relationship between action and 
reaction, between defense and o f­
fense, between tha t club and your

head? W ell, i f  you do, your head 
w il l  be more mushy than i t  a l­
ready is.

A long comes a “ fr iend .”  He 
looks care fu lly  at the situation, 
exam ining care fu lly  your rights, 
the rights o f the man clubbing 
you, then he th inks back to when 
he was a l it t le  k id  and the neigh­
borhood b u lly  pounded the day­
lights out of h im . And then he 
te lls you he understands how you 
feel. I t  isn’t  fa ir  you should be 
getting such a raw  deal. So he 
decides to help you. He w rites his 
congressman. By now you are 
dead.

There is another possible out­
come. W hile  your “ fr ie n d ”  is 
w atching and deploring such v io ­
lence, you take the club away from  
your adversary and shove i t  down 
his throat. Y our “ fr ie n d ”  jumps 
back and says, “ Two wrongs don’t 
make a rig h t.”  Do you shove the 
club down his th roa t too? —  fo r 
you know better since i t  was your 
head tha t was getting clubbed, not 
his.

When you have a s ituation a ll 
over the w orld  where the m a jo rity  
of people are being clubbed day 
in  and day out, is i t  progress when 
the clubs are changed from  heavy 
oak to lig h t birch? Can there be 
progress in  a relationship between 
slave and master? No. O nly 
change. And a ll o f those on the 
side o f the master have the ir fate 
sealed by history. B u t here is the 
rub. Which side are you on? You 
can’t  qua lify  your support; i t ’s 
either o r neither, a ll or nothing, 
sink or swim. This is an extremely 
d iff ic u lt decision fo r a phony “ rad­
ica l”  to make, so he hides his 
phoniness by cla im ing some k ind  
of in te llectual, theoretical d iffe r­
ence, perhaps tactica lly, w ith  the 
slave’s position. B ut here is the

Only in America — A  Dallas 
law yer who had been retained by 
Jack Ruby disclosed tha t at a 
meeting of the defense lawyers, 
one of the attorneys proposed tha t 
they incorporate and sell Jack 
Ruby beanie caps and dolls. A  
friend  of ours, equally im aginative, 
suggested they should have also 
considered Jack Ruby badges —  
“ Get you in to  any police station 
in  the country.”

Free Speech Union —  M ario 
Savio and Suzanne Goldberg, lead­
ers of last fa ll ’s Berkeley Free 
Speech Movement, were m arried 
M ay 23. They to ld  newsmen tha t 
the only wedding present they 
wanted was from  President John­
son —  tha t he get the troops out 
of V ietnam  and the Dominican 
Republic. “ Very l it t le  would make 
us happier,”  Savio said.

Gov’t Formula —  The W all 
Street Journa l has been assured 
tha t intense anger in  La tin  A m eri­
ca over U.S. aggression in  the 
Dominican Republic is on ly one 
side o f the story. A n  unidentified 
Washington spokesman “ confident­
ly ”  stated: “ The use of force when 
i t  works discourages more com­
munists than i t  creates.”

Food for Thought —  “  ‘N igh t of 
Camp D avid ’ [by  Eugene B urd ick ] 
is the perfect form ula novel of 
politics. I t  deals w ith  a po litica l 
crisis tha t in real life  hasn’t  hap­
pened yet bu t could —  the discov-

most im portan t th ing  I  w ant to 
say.

The have-nots, the oppressed, 
have a long experience w ith  these 
“ radicals”  and w ith  these libe ra l 
“ friends.”  T he ir sellouts h u rt the 
oppressed’s cause, b u t can never 
stop i t  o r defeat it .  W hat a g lo ri­
fied  self-image some “ radicals” 
have — tha t they, w ith  the ir h a lf- 
baked “ theories,”  are v ita l to the 
struggle fo r freedom the have-nots 
are waging.

Then there are the idealistic 
youth caught up in  the “ cause,”  
most sincere bu t many worse than 
th e ir parents as fa r  as understand­
ing rea lity . A t least the o ld -tim e 
radicals have been through some 
struggle, a w orld  w a r and a de­
pression.

I wonder i f  w h ite  radicals in  
the m ain realize how irre levant 
they sound sometimes. They can 
w rite  splendid documents crammed 
w ith  quotes from  M arx and Lenin, 
o r they can d iligen tly  footnote 
everyth ing they say to show the ir 
b ib liographical energies. B u t can 
they go a ll the way, can they fo r­
get th e ir old paternalistic notions 
about the “ w h ite  man’s burden”  
and the need fo r  a M a rx is t party, 
and open the ir eyes to the realities 
o f 1965? W ell, really, whether they 
can or not m igh t not be tha t im ­
portant. Most radicals are in  a 
reactionary bag and don’t  realize 
it.

B.J.

Your Help Is Needed
Ithaca, N.Y.

The story of the C ornell-Tom p- 
kins County c iv il rights project in  
Tennessee in  1964 —  the Fayette 
County P ro ject —  is to ld in  the 
recently published Step By Step 
(W. W. Norton, $1.45), the pro-

ery tha t the President is insane.”  
—  From  a New  York Times book 
review.

Thinks Johnson Is Improving —
Senator Strom Thurmond, the 
South Carolina racist, is encour­
aged by Johnson’s action in V ie t­
nam and the Dominican Republic. 
He said he should take s im ila r 
measures in  th is country against 
the Negro “ insurrection.”  Just 
give him  tim e and an opportunity.

In  Memoriam — Belatedly we 
report the death last A p r il 6 of 
W illia m  Waters Schwab, one of 
the na tion ’s biggest dealers in  dia­
mond arid wedding rings. A  true 
American, he stim ulated the 
grow th of the double-ring wedding 
ceremony and during  W orld W ar 
I I  persuaded the government to 
l i f t  the restrictions on the use of 
gold and p la tinum  on the grounds 
that weddings rings were morale 
boosters. He held that wedding 
rings were “ necessities,”  not “ lu x ­
uries.”  He served in  the jew e lry  
d ivision of the National Confer-

ceeds from  w hich go en tire ly  to  
the Fayette County Fund. B u t tha t 
te lls  o f last year. The pro ject is  
now preparing fo r th is summer, 
and once again financia l help is 
badly needed . . .

This summer there w il l  be about 
40 volunteers in  the county. Tw o 
of our pro ject members from  last 
summer have stayed in  the county 
and are w o rk ing  there fu lltim e , 
along w ith  tw o people from  the 
county itself. We support a ll o f  
them, at a to ta l m onth ly  cost of 
$100. The w o rk  o f these fo u r has 
provided valuable con tinu ity  fo r  
our fu tu re  efforts.

This summer there w il l  be, in  
effect, tw o projects w ork ing  side 
by side: 1) a fu ll-fledged lite racy 
project, fo r w hich tra in ing  began 
some months ago; 2) w hat we call 
the West Tennessee Voters’ P ro j­
ect, an attempt to develop and 
strengthen po litica l organization, 
through registration and related 
activities, in  several counties ad­
jacent to, and inc lud ing Fayette 
County —  the la tte r now being 
the most developed area po litica l­
ly  in  tha t region. W hat is com­
prised in  these efforts is a con­
gressional d istrict.

We need $10,000,to support our 
pro ject fo r th is summer . . .  The 
pro ject volunteers feel ve ry  deep­
ly  an obligation to continue to 
bu ild  on th e foundations begun 
last summer; we w il l  not tu rn  our 
backs on our friends in  Fayette 
County. We hope and trus t th a t 
th is deep sense of obligation and 
involvem ent is shared by our sup­
porters at home.

Please w rite  your check today 
to the Fayette County Fund, P.O. 
Box 259, Ithaca, New York.

Douglas F. Dowd
Project Chairman

Fitting Tribute —  The John F . 
Kennedy Center fo r Special W ar­
fare at F o rt Bragg was o ff ic ia lly  
dedicated May 29.

Am erican Educator — Brooklyn 
c iv il rights groups have slated a 
picket line  at Public School 207. 
The school’s principa l, Lew is Ber­
lin , on a w orld  tour, sent back a 
le tte r from  the Union of South 
A frica  which was excerpted in  the 
bu lle tin  of the school’s Parents’ 
Association. Commenting on South. 
A frican  racial apartheid, the le tte r 
said tha t the country “ is free o f 
race riots, muggings, pressure fo r  
special treatm ent and considera­
tion on the exclusive basis o f  
race.”

Adding Insult to In jury  —  I f
you’re one of those who keep the ir 
eyes riveted on the meter when 
they take a cab, i t  may become an 
even rougher ride. A  device has 
been patented w hich w il l  flash 
commercials on a screen ju s t above 
the meter. I t  begins w ork ing  as 
soon as the meter starts running.

ence of Christians and Jews.

Thought fo r the Week
“ A ch ild  in  a French school in  Saigon —  where sons of m inisters 

and generals go i f  they are not in  France —  can easily pass an exam  
w ith  a 10,000 piastre deposit under the  table . . . Transfers fo r V ietnam  
battalion commanders from  the remote provinces to Saigon cost 50,000 
piastres. For 50,000 piastres a young man can obtain a certificate tha t 
he’s invo lved in  undercover w o rk  fo r  the M in is try  of the In te rio r  —  and 
is thus exempt from  the arm y d ra ft. The M in is try  has issued 1,300 of 
these certificates in  recent weeks.”  —  A  few  of the examples offered 
by the New Y o rk  H erald T ribune  correspondent B everly Deepe o f the 
ram pant corruption in  South Vietnam.

— H a rry  Ring

SPECIAL 50 INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with our 

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The Militant for 50¢  
($1.50 outside of the U.S)

Name

Street Zone

C ity State

Send to The M ilita n t, 116 U niversity  Place, 
N ew  Y ork . N . Y . 10003.
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Two Negro Teen-Agers 
Framed-Up in Georgia

three years’ parole. On Sunday, 
May 9, the two were arrested in  
Sunset Park here by a Georgia 
state patrolm an and charged w ith  
“ forn ication.”  They denied the 
charge.

On May 21 they were found 
g u ilty  in  a closed-door hearing by 
county Judge James W. Smith, 
who sentenced them to the m axi­
mum penalty allowed under the 
law, though the same judge had 
released persons found g u ilty  on 
the same charge previously. Rober­
tina  and A lex  are now out on 
appeal bond, but th is is good fo r 
only 30 days and there is small 
chance they w il l  be able to get an 
appeal.

Serve Notice
There have been several pro­

test meetings to discuss th is  and 
other harassments. Local Negro 
citizens say that i f  no action is 
taken on this case, they w il l  tie  up 
the c ity  w ith  demonstrations.

Another v ic tim  of the harass­
ment is John L. Barnum, owner 
of the Barnum  Funeral Home and 
president o f the Sumpter County 
Movement. He is now serving a 
four-month ja il sentence, and may 
be put on the chain gang as a 
result o f losing an appeal May 18 
on a charge of arson.

Barnum had been a witness in 
the notorious “ Insurrection Cases”  
here in  1963. In  the fa ll o f that 
year he was found g u ilty  of per­
ju ry  when he refused to disclose 
the names o f people who had 
urged students to boycott schools 
in  protest of mass arrests of other 
students fo r c iv il rights activities. 
He was put on parole fo r three 
years.

In  November, 1964, Barnum  was 
charged w ith  d runk d riv in g  and 
parole vio lation. He denied the 
charge. W hile he was in  ja il, the 
authorities refused to a llow  him  
to use the telephone and he burned 
his mattress in protest. He was 
then charged w ith  arson and found 
gu ilty.

New York Court Hears Case 
O f Framed-Up 'Harlem Six'

NEW YO R K, June 1 — A fte r 
being held in  ja il  fo r  over a year, 
s ix  framed-up H arlem  teen-agers 
were f in a lly  brought to tr ia l be­
g inn ing  May 3 on charges of m ur­
der. The tr ia l o f Daniel Hamm, 18, 
Wallace Baker, 20, W alter Thomas, 
19, W illie  Craig, 18, Robert Rice, 
18, and Ronald Felder, 18, fo r the 
m urder o f Mrs. M arg it Sugar on 
A p r il 29, 1964, is s til l in  progress.

The persecution of the young 
men by New Y o rk ’s police began 
last year around the tim e tha t the 
New Y ork  Times invented a sen­
sational hoax about a fjang of 
young Negroes in H arlem  called 
the “ Blood B rothers”  who were 
being tra ined by “ dissident Black 
M uslim s”  to k i l l  and maim  whites.

F ru it Stand
On A p r il 17 a melee broke out 

on 129th St. in  which a f ru it  stand 
was allegedly overturned and 
police attacked a group of elemen­
ta ry  school children w ith  clubs. 
One adu lt bystander, Frank

Demonstrators in Chicago 
Give HUAC a Hard Time

A  strike  of Negro tenant fa rm ­
hands on the A .L. Andrews plan­
tation near Leland, Miss., began 
M ay 31, a fte r meetings of the 
Mississippi Freedom Labor Union. 
The w a lkout involved 12 tractor 
drivers — who get $6 a day w o rk ­
ing from  sunrise to sundown — 
and about 70 fie ld  hands, many 
of them women and children, who 
get $3 a day fo r chopping cotton. 
The workers are demanding a 
m in im um  of $1.25 per hour.

Stafford, was clubbed and lost his 
le ft eye. Hamm and Baker, who 
were in  the street, were arrested 
and beaten in the police station 
along w ith  another onlooker.

W ith in  tw o days after Frank 
and M arg it Sugar, a w hite  couple, 
were kn ifed in the ir clothing store 
at 3 West 125th St., police arrested 
five  of the youngsters and an­
nounced a search fo r the sixth, 
Wallace Baker. Baker gave h im ­
self up vo lu n ta rily  on May 4. 
Mrs. Sugar died.

Police have kept the young men 
in ja il  over a year w ithou t b ring ­
ing them to tr ia l in  an e ffo rt to 
force “ confessions”  from  them. 
Apparently  the cops succeeded in 
getting an acquaintance who was 
held as a m ateria l witness, Robert 
Barnes, Jr., to “ confess”  that he 
was involved w ith  the accused six 
in  a “ plan”  to' rob the clothing 
store and k i l l  the owners. Barnes 
is the m ain witness against the

fo r concocting reports fo r the F B I 
from  1953 to 1963, according to the 
Chicago Committee to Defend the 
B il l  o f Rights. The two inform ers 
spent many hours at the hearings 
spinning tales about the activities 
and goals o f the Communist Party, 
and try in g  to finger the other 11 
subpoenaed witnesses. These oth­
er witnesses got no opportun ity  to 
cross-examine the ir accusers, and 
the ir requests to have the hear­
ings conducted in  closed sessions 
were repeatedly denied.

The HUAC inquisitors plied 
those subpoenaed w ith  questions 
about the ir activ ities in  peace and 
c iv il rights organizations, and the ir 
alleged activ ities in  the Com­
m unist Party. Most of the 11 
blocked the w itch  hunters by re­
fusing to testify on the grounds of 
the constitutional amendments 
contained in  the B il l  o f Rights.

3 Balked
However, three of the witnesses 

refused to submit to the com m it­
tee altogether, and walked out of 
the hearing a fte r stating the ir 
names and addresses, and issuing 
statements. The attorney fo r M il­
ton Cohen read a statement fo r his 
c lien t challenging H U AC ’s author­
ity , p a rticu la rly  because the names 
and addresses o f the subpoenaed 
witnesses had become public in ­
form ation before the hearings, in 
v io la tion  of the committee’s own 
rules.

He also noted the importance 
of the suit which another sub­
poenaed witness, D r. Jeremiah 
Stamler, had filed  the previous 
week, seeking to ha lt the hearings 
on the basis of the U.S. Supreme 
C ourt decision o f A p r il 26 en jo in­
ing the Louisiana version of HUAC 
from  harassing the Southern Con­
ference Education Fund. Dr. Stam- 
le r ’s suit was denied on the ground 
tha t no substantial constitutional 
questions were involved!

Follow ing the reading of his 
statement, Cohen and his attorney 
said, “ We are going to leave the 
hearing room and are not going to 
partic ipate in  th is proceeding,”  
and walked out, although they 
were warned tha t they could face 
contempt charges as a result.

The hearings came to an abrupt 
end on the fin a l day when Dr.

L IK E  H U A C . Members of the 
Am erican Nazi P arty  like  to 
picket in  support of th e ir favor­
ite committee.

AMERICUS, Georgia — As part 
of increased harassment o f c iv il 
rights workers in  Americus, two 
Negro teen-agers have been sen­
tenced to long reform-school terms 
on trumped-up charges of “ fo rn i­
cation.”

Robertina Freeman, 15, one of 
the three Negro students who in ­
tegrated Americus H igh School 
last fa ll, and A le x  Brown, also 15, 
have been sentenced to incarcera­
tion  in  the Georgia T ra in ing 
School u n til they are no longer 
m inors. This w ould mean three 
years fo r Robertina and six years 
fo r  A lex.

Both teen-agers are very active 
in  the movement. D uring the sum­
m er of 1963, they, along w ith  
many other c iv il rights demonstra­
tors, were arrested and put on

Whitmore Wins 
Round Against 
New York Cops

NEW YO R K —  George W h it­
more has won a legal round 
against New Y ork  authorities who 
are try in g  to ra ilroad h im  to the 
electric chair. A  state Supreme 
C ourt justice ruled May 26 that 
the 20-year-old Negro must be re­
tr ied  fo r m urder before he can be 
re tried  fo r attempted rape.

W hitm ore had been beaten by 
cops u n til he confessed to three 
murders and an attempted rape 
tha t he did not commit.

H is “ confession”  to the double 
slaying of E m ily  H o ffe rt and 
Janice W ylie  was discredited and 
another man charged w ith  the 
crime. Despite this, he was con­
victed of the attempted rape of 
Mrs. E lba Borrero, bu t a new tr ia l 
was ordered when anti-Negro bias 
on the pa rt o f ju ro rs  was estab­
lished.

He was then tried fo r the m ur­
der of Mrs. M inn ie  Edmonds. A  
m is tr ia l was declared a fte r the 
ju ry  became deadlocked.

M eanwhile c ity  o ffic ia ls acted to 
have h im  re tried on the attempted 
rape charge before re try ing  him  
on the m urder charge. In  blocking 
th is  move, state Supreme Court 
Justice V incent Damiani pointed 
to the fac t tha t such a procedure 
“ w ould  result in  fu rth e r pub lic ity  
and substantia lly increase the d if­
f ic u lty  in  selecting an im partia l 
ju ry  in  the m urder case.”

CHICAGO — In  the course of 
three days of w itch  hunting by 
the House Un-American A ctiv ities 
Committee, w hich began here May 
25, several thousand pepple, most­
ly  young, demonstrated against 
HUAC outside the Court of A p­
peals bu ild ing  where the hearings 
were held.

A  w ide va rie ty  of peace, com­
m un ity  and po litica l organizations 
participated, includ ing the Young 
Socialist A lliance, Students fo r a 
Democratic Society, DuBois Club, 
Women fo r Peace, Friends of 
SNCC and the Socialist Workers 
Party. F B I agents made movies of 
the demonstrations from  a second- 
story w indow.

Some of the young people en­
gaged in various acts o f c iv il dis­
obedience. Several who were ad­
m itted  to the hearing room were 
dragged out by cops and arrested 
when they voiced the ir disapproval 
of the HUAC and its w itch  hunt, 
shouting “ HUAC must go!!”  A n­
other group at one po in t tr ied  to 
charge the fro n t door to get into 
the hearing, bu t were stopped by 
state police and arrested when 
they sat down. A  tota l of 70 were 
arrested in  the three days.

There were small counter-dem­
onstrations by John Birchers, Na­
zis and other rightists. The Nazis 
carried signs reading “ Gas all 
reds,”  and “ Down w ith  the 
NAAC P.”

The hearings began w ith  two 
paid stool-pigeons fo r the FB I 
“ testify ing”  about the ir experi­
ences and acquaintances w h ile  
members o f the Communist Party. 
Lola Belle Holmes, who was a paid 
F B I f in k  fo r  over five  years, re­
lated tha t she was re luctant to 
undertake this a c tiv ity  at f irs t out 
of fear o f “ hu rting  innocent per­
sons,”  b u t la ter decided to sup­
press these qualms. She refused 
to say how much money she re­
ceived fo r her “ w ork.”

The other fin k , Lucius A rm ­
strong, was paid a total o f $34,376

Meeting in Harlem 
Honors Malcolm X

NEW YO R K —  C iv il rights m ili­
tants Fannie Lou Hamer of M is­
sissippi and G loria Richardson 
Dandridge, fo rm erly  of Cambridge, 
Md., were among the featured 
speakers at the mem orial meeting 
fo r M a lco lm  X  held at the Rock­
land Palace Ballroom  here May 26. 
M alcolm ’s w idow, B etty  Shabazz, 
who is expecting M alcolm ’s f i f th  
child this summer, was present 
and greeted the audience of some 
500 persons.

Fannie Lou Hamer said Malcolm 
was “ one of the greatest men I 
ever met because he was one of 
the only men I  ever met who had 
the guts to te ll the tru th .”  G loria 
Richardson Dandridge, who led 
the famous Cambridge Nonviolent 
Action movement u n til she m ar­
ried and moved to New Y ork  last 
year, said tha t un like  those people 
who disliked some sides of M a l­
colm “ m y adm iration was fo r the 
whole man.”  She liked the direc­
tion in  w hich Malcolm was mov­
ing, she said, and fo r “ W hite 
America w ith  its elaborate myths 
i t  was a more dangerous Malcolm 
who was developing.”  He was cut 
down, she said, when i t  on ly re­
mained fo r h im  to “ fashion the 
po litica l weapon oriented toward 
the black people and necessary fo r 
our freedom.”

Among the other speakers who 
appeared were H arlem  rent strike 
leader Jesse Gray, comedian God­
fre y  Cambridge and actor-producer 
Ossie Davis. The meeting was 
chaired by w rite r Sylvester Leaks.

Stamler, an in te rna tiona lly  known 
heart researcher fo r the Chicago 
Board of Health, and Mrs. Yolan­
da H all, his assistant, walked out. 
D r. Stamler made the fo llow ing 
statement: “ I  am now and I  have 
always been a loya l Am erican c it­
izen. However, on the advice of 
m y counsel, I  respectfu lly decline 
to give any testimony or to fu r ­
the r cooperate w ith  th is com m it­
tee . . . .  I  have noth ing to hide. 
I  take this position as a m atter of 
p rinc ip le  and conscience in  order 
to test once and fo r a ll the va lid ity  
of this committee.”

A lbe rt Jenner, Jr., attorney fo r 
Dr. Stam ler and Mrs. H a ll and 
onetime head of the Illin o is  Bar 
Association, said: “ This  d is tin ­
guished committee has been em­
barking upon a program  of ex­
posure fo r exposure’s sake, char­
acter prejudice and degrading of 
U.S. citizens o f good reputation 
such as m y clients. The tim e has 
come fo r loyal citizens to stand up 
and resist the high-handed tactics 
of this committee. That is what 
Dr. Stam ler and Mrs. H a ll have 
chosen to do, regardless of the 
risks tha t course o f conduct poses 
to the ir reputation in  the minds of 
those who construe resistance to 
the committee as suspect and dis­
loyal conduct.”

O ther witnesses charged that the 
HUAC hearings were aimed at dis­
cred iting people active in the 
c iv il rights movement. They po in t­
ed out that the committee is dom­
inated by Southern congressmen.

Meetings in Detroit 
Hear Socialist Who 
Faces Deportation

DETROIT, May 28 — Joseph 
Johnson, native-born American 
who is threatened w ith  deporta­
tion, paid a four-day v is it to De­
tro it th is week to gather support 
fo r his case.

An active socialist and organizer 
of the Minneapolis Socialist W ork­
ers Party, Johnson ended his stay 
at a meeting of the F riday N ight 
Socialist Forum. He held his m ain­
ly  student audience spellbound as 
he traced his personal, h istory as 
a youth, his tw o years in  a federal 
penitentiary as a “ d ra ft dodger”  
and his fin a l evolution as a so­
cia list. I t  was the last tha t prom pt­
ed the Im m igra tion  Departm ent to 
seek his deportation from  the coun­
try  of his b irth .

E a rlie r in  the week on Wednes­
day, Johnson spoke at Wayne 
State U n ive rs ity  to a meeting fo r 
Donna A llen  and Russ N ixon, de­
fendants in  another im portan t c iv il 
liberties case. The Wayne State 
Law  Students C iv il R ights Re­
search Council, which sponsored 
the meeting, inv ited  Johnson to 
the ir business meeting on Thurs­
day, and heard his fu l l  story. 
Several of the students offered 
help on research connected w ith  
the case.

A  radio in te rv iew  on station 
W D TM  was taped on Thursday 
afternoon which included a strong 
statement of support from  Ernest 
Mazey, executive d irector o f the 
Michigan ACLU. Mazey also be­
came a sponsor o f the Committee 
to Oppose t he Deportation of Jo­
seph Johnson.

Other D etro it sponsors include 
James La ffe rty , executive secre­
ta ry  of the National Lawyers 
G uild ; Charles Lockwood, Dean 
Robb and H arry  Philo, prom inent 
local attorneys; and Professors 
E m ily  Newcomb and M el Ravitz, 
both of Wayne State U niversity.


