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World Pressure Mounts 
For Vietnam Settlement

By B arry
M A R C H  17 —  In  sp ite  o f g ro w ­

in g  w o r ld -w id e  protests against 
U.S. p o licy  in  V ie tnam , Johnson 
continues to  step up the bom bing 
o f N o rth  V ie tnam . On M arch  15 
ove r 100 N a vy  and A ir  Force 
bom bers w en t deep in to  N o rth  
V ie tnam , to c a rry  ou t th e ir  b loody 
w o rk  o n ly  100 m iles fro m  the cap­
ita l c ity  o f H anoi. O n M arch  14, 
planes o f the puppet reg im e in  
Saigon, w ith  U.S. je t  support, 
bom bed a N o rth  V ietnam ese is­
land.

T he  la test a ir  a ttack was w e ll 
above the 19th p a ra lle l w h ich  the 
U.S. had p re v io us ly  said i t  w o u ld  
no t cross. W h ile  Johnson continues 
to  extend the w a r, protests around 
the w o r ld  continue, and even E u­
ropean a llie s  o f the U.S. are be­
com ing  ji t te ry .

France, w h ic h  fo r  some tim e  has 
opposed U.S. p o licy  in  V ie tnam  
and has ca lled  fo r  nego tia tions fo r  
rem ova l o f U.S. troops, f la t ly  s ta t­
ed th a t she w o u ld  no t f ig h t w ith  
the U.S. in  any expanded w a r in  
Asia . F rance announced yesterday 
th a t she w i l l  expand he r trade 
w ith  N o rth  V ie tn am  by  g ra n tin g  
H ano i m e d iu m -te rm  cred its  fo r  a 
year, an action w h ich  d rew  a b i t ­
te r b las t fro m  the U.S. S tate De­
pa rtm ent.

The noted fo re ign  correspondent 
Joseph H arsch w rite s  in  the 
M a rch  15 C hris tian  Science M o n i­
to r: “ In  W estern Europe on ly  the 
B r it is h  G ove rnm en t con tinued  to 
g ive  f u l l  sym pa thy  and approva l 
to  the A m erican  course o f action .’ ’ 
A n d  in  B r ita in  le f t -w in g  laborites 
are denouncing the U.S. a ttacks 
on N o rth  V ie tnam .

“ The uneasiness is no t confined 
to the le f t  w in g  o f the La bo r P a r­
ty ,”  w rite s  London correspondent 
A n th o n y  L e w is  in  the New Y o rk  
Tim es. “ I f  bom bing  a ttacks on 
N o rth  V ie tn am  w ere  to be m oved 
u p  to an assault on H ano i, the 
no rth e rn  cap ita l, the thus-fa r s i­
le n t concern among m oderates here 
w ou ld  a lm ost c e rta in ly  f in d  voice.”

S ince the attacks on the  N o rth  
began, Indonesia has been the 
scene o f fu rio u s  dem onstrations. 
U.S. In fo rm a tio n  Service lib ra rie s  
were destroyed and the In fo rm a ­
tion  Service its e lf has been forced

Sheppard
ou t o f the cou n try . In  a fu r th e r  
m ove the Indonesian governm ent 
recen tly  took over U .S .-owned 
ru b b e r p lan ta tions.

Y ugoslav ia  has protested to  the 
U.S. d ire c tly  and recen tly  con­
vened a 12-nation conference in  
an a ttem p t to issue a dec la ra tion  
against U.S. aggression in  V ie t­
nam.

T he ex te n t o f w o r ld  uneasiness 
and opposition  to th a t aggression 
is ind ica ted  by the  a ttem pts of 
UN  S ecre tary G enera l U  T h a n t to 
arrange negotiations. The U.S. 
has so fa r  reb u ffed  h im  on every 
m ove in  th is  d irec tio n .

T he  protests extend in to  tha t 
e v e r-co n s tric tin g  area o f South 
V ie tnam  under the co n tro l o f the 
Saigon reg im e. Buddh is ts  and s tu­
dents have rece n tly  launched a 
peace m ovem ent and have de­
m anded th a t the U.S. w ith d ra w  
fro m  South V ie tn a m  and stop 
bom bing the N o rth . The Saigon 
m ilita r is ts  had p lanned to “ de­
p o rt”  th ree  leaders o f the  peace 
m ovem ent by  d ro pp ing  them  ou t 
o f a irp lanes w ith  parachutes over 
N o rth  V ie tnam , b u t abandoned the 
pro jec t upon reconsidera tion .

U.S. Protests
In  the U n ite d  States, too, there 

is  ev idence  o f  g ro w in g  opposition 
to the  w a r in  V ie tnam . Dem on­
stra tions have occurred in  a lm ost 
eve ry  m a jo r c ity  and college cam ­
pus.
 One o f the s ig n if ic a n t features 

o f the  recent dem onstra tions 
against the b ru ta lity  in  Selma was 
the p o p u la r ity  o f the slogan 
“ w ith d ra w  the troops fro m  Saigon 
and send them  to Selma.”  Senator 
Robert K ennedy, w ho now  resides 
in  N ew  Y o rk , reported  th a t his 
m a il fo r  one week showed 319 
le tte rs  fa v o rin g  negotia tions, 119 
dem anding U.S. w ith d ra w a l, and 
o n ly  40 fa v o rin g  w ar.

T h is  uneasiness and d iscon tent 
ove r the w a r in  V ie tn am  can be 
m ost e ffe c tiv e ly  m ob ilized  i f  a ll 
those w ho oppose the w a r jo in  
forces to b u ild  the la rgest possible 
protests. In  th is  regard, the  M arch  
on W ashington A ga in s t the W ar 
in  V ie tnam , ca lled  by  the S tudent 
fo r  a D em ocratic  Society, deserves 
the w idest possible support.

MALCOLM X: THE MAN 
AND HIS IDEAS

—  See page 4 —

Demand U.S. Troops 
Be Sent to Alabama!
Concession 
On Voting 
Not Enough

By Fred Halstead
M A R C H  17 —  The unprecedent­

ed w ave o f dem onstra tions over 
the Selma events —  dem onstra­
tions b o ld ly  and d ire c tly  aim ed at 
em barrassing and exposing the 
hypocrisy  o f P res iden t Johnson —  
have w ru n g  fro m  h im  s ig n ifica n t 
concessions on v o tin g  rig h ts  fo r  
Negroes in  the  Deep South.

The  proposed new vo ting-righ ,ts  
law , as prom ised by  Johnson in  
h is M a rch  15 speech to  Congress 
and the  na tion  and as described 
by a d m in is tra tio n  spokesmen, 
w o u ld  e lim in a te  the  “ tests”  now 
used in  the  South to d is q u a lify  
Negroes fro m  vo tin g . I t  w o u ld  
also p ro v id e  fo r  fed e ra l reg is tra rs  
upon p e tit io n  by Negro citizens. 
T h is  goes fa r  beyond w h a t John ­
son and Congress w o u ld  have 
dream ed o f conceding be fore the 
m il ita n t  dem onstra tions ove r Sel­
ma.

B u t Johnson continues to evade 
his im m ed ia te  and cen tra l respon­
s ib il i ty  —  en forcem ent o f ex is ting  
federa l la w  by  in te rv e n in g  in  
A labam a w ith  federa l arm ed force 
against the  c r im in a l state and lo ­

ca l a u tho ritie s  there.
Indeed, Johnson’s concession on 

v o tin g  is in  p a rt designed to  he lp  
h im  evade th a t resp on s ib ility . He 
hopes to get the s trugg le  o u t o f 
the  streets and back in to  the  courts 
and le g is la tive  ha lls  w here  i t  can 
easily be bogged down. M ean­
w h ile , the  c r im in a l v io la tio n s  o f 
Negroes’ r ig h ts  by  A labam a “ la w -  
en forcem ent”  o ff ic ia ls  continue.

F edera l d u ty  and a u th o r ity   in  
th is  s itu a tio n  is clear. Section 333 
o f T it le  10 o f the  U.S. Code au­
thorizes the P resident to use fed ­
e ra l troops to  occupy an area “ i f  
any p a rt o r class o f its  people is 
de p rived  o f a r ig h t, p riv ile g e , im ­
m u n ity  o r p ro te c tion  named in  the 
C o ns titu tio n  . . . and the  consti- 

(Continued on Page 3)

DeBerry to Run for Mayor of New York
N E W  Y O R K , M arch  15 —  C l i f ­

ton  D eB e rry , w ho  in  1964 was the 
f ir s t  N egro  ever ru n  by  a p a rty  
as its  candidate fo r  P resident of 
the  U n ited  States, announced to ­
day th a t he had been nom inated 
by  the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  fo r 
m ayo r o f New  Y o rk  C ity . The 
e lection w i l l  take place n e x t fa ll.

“ I  in te nd  to s ta rt cam paign ing 
e a rly ,”  said D eB erry , “ in  o rd e r to 
m ake kno w n  to as m any people as 
possible the v iew s o f the Socia l­
is t W orkers  P a rty  on some o f the 
m any problem s the people o f th is  
c ity  face. The m ost im p o rta n t 
po in t I ’l l  make th rou gh ou t the 
cam paign is th a t the  w ay w e ' l l  
m ake s ig n if ic a n t progress tow a rd  
so lv ing  the prob lem s th a t p lague 
us —  racism , po lice b ru ta lity ,  bad 
housing, unem ploym ent, pove rty , 
poor education and the danger of 
w a r —  is by  p o lit ic a l action, in ­
dependent o f and in  opposition 
to  the  ca p ita lis t D em ocra tic  and

R epublican parties, w h ich  are the 
p o lit ic a l organ izations responsible 
fo r  these ev ils .”

The Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  has 
ru n  m a y o ra lty  candidates in  New 
Y o rk  since 1941. “ In  a ll o f these 
cam paigns,”  D e B e rry  said, “ the 
SW P has cham pioned the "idea of 
independent Negro and labo r po l­
it ic a l action. I hope tha t m y  cam ­
paign w i l l  spur the developm ent 
o f independent p o lit ic a l action, 
and i f  a serious cam paign against 
the Dem ocrats and Republicans is 
organized by the Negro com m u­
n ity  o r the  labo r m ovem ent, then 
I w i l l  support i t . ”

The SW P m ayo ra lty  candidate 
emphasized the issues o f po lice 
b ru ta li ty  and the r ig h t o f Negroes 
to defend themselves against a t­
tack as especia lly im p o rtan t. 
“ Y ou have to have liv e d  in  the 
ghetto  to re a lly  kno w  the po lice ,”  
he said. “ M ost m en in  H a rle m  m y 
age have been p icked  up o r a r ­

rested b y  the  po lice  a t least once 
in  th e ir  li fe . ”

D e B erry  po in ted to the W h it­
m ore case as a c rys ta l c lear e x ­
am ple o f how  the po lice  operate. 
“ The po lice  forced several con­
fessions fro m  th is  innocent you th , 
and selected h im  fo r  th is  tre a t­
m ent ju s t because he was na ive 
enough to m en tion  to a cop th a t 
he had seen a m an ru n n in g ,”  he 
said.

T he New  Y o rk  C ity  governm ent, 
as w e ll as the state and federa l 
governm ents, is  opposed to b lack 
p e o p l e  de fend ing  themselves 
against a ttack, D e B e rry  declared, 
even though they  are u n w il lin g  to 
prov ide  po lice p ro tection . “ T h a t’s 
tru e  in  H a rlem  as w e ll as Selm a,”  
the candidate said.

“ Reuben F rancis, an a ide to 
M a lco lm  X , was arrested by  W ag­
ne r’s cops and charged w ith  the 
serious c rim e  o f fe lon ious assault 
fo r  a lleged ly  shooting the on ly

assassin o f M a lco lm  X  w ho was 
caught at the  scene o f the  c r im e . 
I f  he ac tu a lly  wounded the as­
sassin, he is g u ilty  o n ly  o f the  
‘c r im e ’ o f de fend ing  M a lco lm  X , 
and by the  accepted standards o f 
th is  cou n try  F rancis  is a hero.

“ F ranc is ’ a rrest is o n ly  one o f 
a series o f a ttacks on the  ghetto  
d u r in g  the past yea r th a t the  
W agner a d m in is tra tio n  is respon­
s ib le  fo r ,”  D e B e rry  said. “ These 
a ttacks range fro m  the in d is c r im ­
ina te  shooting o f Negroes d u rin g  
last sum m er’s social exp los ion  to 
the a rre s t o f Rev. G alam ison be­
cause o f his a c tiv itie s  against 
school segregation.”

T u rn in g  to the  question o f w a r, 
D e B e rry  said, “ Johnson, W agner, 
the w ho le  D em ocra tic  P a rty  and 
the R epub lican P a rty  too, are 
c a rry in g  ou t a c r im in a l w a r in  
V ie tnam  w h ich  th rea tens to break 
ou t in  a fu ll-s c a le  nuc lea r con- 

(Continued on Page 3)C lifto n  D e B e rry

Photo by F iner

D E M A N D E D  F E D E R A L  A C T IO N . Part of throng at ra lly  in  front of H arlem ’s Hotel Theresa after 
march in solidarity w ith  Selma rights fighters. For details on this and other demonstrations, see 
page 8.
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B y  H a r r y  B in g  
F id e l Castro has sha rp ly  as­

sa iled th e  S ov ie t and Chinese 
reg im es fo r  fa il in g  to  u n ite  in  the 
face o f U.S. aggression in  V ie tn am  
and fo r  no t p ro v id in g  N o rth  V ie t­
nam  w ith  d ire c t m il i ta ry  a id.

In  a M a rch  13 speech a t the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f H avana, the Cuban 
P re m ie r b lu n t ly  declared:

“ W e are in  fa v o r o f g iv in g  V ie t­
na m  a l l the  a id  th a t m ay be nec­
essary. W e are in  fa v o r o f th is  a id  
be in g  arm s and men. W e are in  
fa v o r  o f the soc ia lis t cam p ru n ­
n in g  the  risks  th a t m ay be nec­
essary fo r  V ie tn a m .”

H e was speaking on the  an­
n iv e rs a ry  o f the  M a rch  13, 1957, 
a tta ck  on B a tis ta ’s p re s id en tia l 
pa lace in  w h ic h  s tuden t leader 
José A n to n io  E cheve rria  and o the r 
m em bers o f the  R e vo lu tio n a ry  D i­
rec to ra te  lo s t th e ir  lives. C a lling  
fo r  con tinu a tio n  o f th e ir  re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  s p ir it ,  Castro w a rne d  th a t 
th e  danger fro m  U.S. im p e ria lism  
rem a ined  g reat and th a t o n ly  a 
u n ite d  w o r ld  re v o lu tio n a ry  fo rce  
cou ld  h a lt  its  aggression.

He charged th a t the  U.S. was 
ab le  to  com m it aggression in  V ie t­
na m  and the  Congo because the 
USSR  and C h ina  had fa ile d  to 
im ite  against it .

Im peria lis t Aggression 
“ T he  im p e ria lis ts ,”  he said, “ are 

ta lk in g  abou t a na va l blockade, 
la n d in g  th e ir  M a rines  in  South 
V ie tn am , sending a irc ra ft  ca rrie rs , 
m o b iliz in g  masses o f planes to  
sm ash the  re v o lu tio n a ry  m ove­
m e n t in  Sou th  V ie tn am  . . . re ­
se rv in g  the  r ig h t  to  a tta ck  N o rth  
V ie tn a m  w henever i t  seems best to 
th e m  . . .

“ A n d  they don’t  hesita te  in  the 
least,”  he added, “ to  declare th a t 
they propose to  con tinue a l l th a t 
because even the  a ttacks on N o rth  
V ie tn a m  have n o t had the  e ffec t 
o f ove rcom ing the d iv is ions  w ith in  
th e  soc ia lis t fa m ily . A n d  w h o  
doub ts th a t th is  d iv is io n  encour­
ages the  im peria lis ts?

“ W ho doubts,”  he  asked, “ tha t 
to  face the  enem y w ith  a un ited  
f r o n t  w o u ld  m ake them  hesitate, 
m ake  them  pause and th in k  be­
fo re  laun ch in g  th e ir  ad ven tu ris tic  
a ttacks and th e ir  barefaced in te r ­
ve n tio n  in  th a t p a rt o f the w o r ld ? ”

Weekly Calendar
B O S T O N

V E N E Z U E L A  —  T H E  N E X T  C U B A ?
S p e a k e r ,  A n t o n i o  V a r g a s  o f  t h e  Y o u n g  
S o c i a l i s t  A l l i a n c e .  F r i . ,  M a r c h  2 6 ,  8  p .m .  
2 9 5  H u n t i n g t o n  A v e .  R m  3 0 7  ( o n e  b lo c k  
f r o m  M a ss . A v e . )  C o n t r i b .  5 0 c .  A u s p .  
M i l i t a n t  L a b o r  F o r u m .

•
C H I C A G O  

T H E  I N D I A N A  ’S E D I T I O N ’ C A S E  —  
A  D e f e n d a n t  S p e a k s .  H e a r  J a m e s  B in g ­
h a m .  B lo o m in g t o n  s t u d e n t  f a c i n g  j a i l  f o r  
h is  i d e a s .  F r i . ,  M a r c h  2 6 ,  8  p . m .  D e b s  
H a l l ,  3 0 2  S .  C a n a l  S t .  A u s p .  F r i d a y  
N i q h t  S o c i a l i s t  F o r u m .

•
L O S  A N G E L E S  

I N  D E F E N S E  O F  T H E  B L O O M I N G ­
TON S T U D E N T S .  S p e a k e r ,  R a lp h  L e v i t t ,  
o n e  o f  t h r e e  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  
r e - i n d i c t e d  u n d e r  I n d i a n a 's  w i t c h - h u n t ­
i n g  " A n t i - C o m m u n i s m "  a c t .  F r i . ,  M a r c h  
2 6 ,  8 : 3 0  p . m .  1 7 0 2  E . F o u r t h  S t .  A u s p .
M i l i t a n t  L a b o r  F o r u m .

*  *  *

T H E O D O R E  E D W A R D S  p r e s e n t s  a  
M a r x i s t  v i e w  o f  t h e  n e w s  in  h is  b i - w e e k ­
l y  r a d i o  c o m m e n t a r y .  T u e s . ,  M a r c h  3 0 ,  
6 : 3 0  p . m .  ( r e p e a t e d  W e d . ,  M a r c h  3 1 ,  
9  a . m . )  K P F K - F M  ( 9 0 . 7  o n  y o u r  d i a l ) .

•
M I N N E A P O L I S  

A  S P E E C H  B Y  M A L C O L M  X .  A  t a p e  
r e c o r d i n g  o f  a  s p e e c h  m a d e  a f t e r  h is  
r e t u r n  f r o m  A f r i c a .  F r i . ,  M a r c h  2 6 ,  8 : 3 0  
p . m .  7 0 4  H e n n e p i n  A v e .  H a l l  2 4 0 .  A u s p .  
F r i d a y  N i g h t  S o c ia l i s t  F o r u m .

•
N E W  Y O R K  

D R .  E L E A N O R  B U R K E  L E A C O C K ,  e d i ­
t o r  o f  n e w  e d i t i o n  o f  M o r g a n 's  A n c i e n t  
S o c i e t y ,  s p e a k s  o n :  A N C I E N T  S O C I E T Y  
A N D  M O D E R N  M A N ,  T h e  S i g n i f i c a n c e  
o f  L e w is  H e n r y  M o r g a n 's  W o r k  t o  C o n ­
t e m p o r a r y  S o c ia l  P r o b le m s .  F r i . ,  M a r c h  
2 6 ,  8 : 3 0  p . m .  1 1 6  U n i v e r s i t y  P I .  C o n t r i b .  
$  1 ; A u s p .  M i l i t a n t  L a b o r  F o r u m .

Fidel Castro

E x p la in in g  th a t sm a ll na tions 
fe lt  the need m ost acu te ly  fo r  a 
re v o lu tio n a ry  course o f defense 
against im p e ria lism , F id e l said: 
“ B u t fo r  us, sm a ll countries  th a t 
do no t base ourselves on the 
s treng th  o f arm ies o f m illio n s  o f 
m en o r on the s treng th  o f a tom ic 
pow er, sm a ll countries  lik e  V ie t­
nam  o r Cuba, w e have enough 
in s tin c t to  see . . . th a t these d iv i­
sions th a t weaken the  s treng th  o f 
the  socia lis t cam p h u r t  no one 
m ore than  us w ho are specia l s it­
ua tions —  here, 90 m iles  fro m  the 
Y ankee em pire ; there, a ttacked by 
Yankee planes.”

D e c la rin g  he fu l ly  appreciated 
the  r is k  in vo lve d  in  com ing  to  the 
a id  o f V ie tnam , F id e l said th a t 
Cuba had acqu ired  its  re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  conv ic tions in  the  course o f its  
strugg le . 

“ W e d id  n o t w in  re v o lu tio n a ry  
po w e r in  bourgeois elections,”  he 
said, “ b u t by  f ig h tin g , weapons in  
hand. W e speak in  the  nam e o f 
a people w ho fo r  s ix  years i r ­
revocab ly  and u n h e s ita tin g ly  re ­
sisted the  ambushes and threa ts  o f 
im p e ria lism .

Revolutionary People
“ W e speak in  the nam e o f a peo­

ple  w h o  . . . d id  n o t hesita te  to 
r is k  the  danger o f the rm onuc lea r 
w a r, o f a nuc lea r a ttack  w hen . . . 
w e agreed to  the in s ta lla tio n  o f 
the rm o nu c lea r s tra teg ic weapons 
m issiles on ou r te rr ito ry .

“ A nd  no t o n ly  d id  w e agree 
th a t the y  be b ro ug h t here,”  he 
added, “ b u t w e disagreed th a t 
th e y  should be taken aw ay.”

He declared th a t w hen the y  fe lt  
th e y  cou ld a ffe c t developm ents by  
w h a t they  had to  say, the  Cubans 
w o u ld  jo in  in  the discussion o f the 
questions in  d ispu te  between the 
S ov ie t U n io n  and C h ina. In  the  
m eantim e, he w arned, they w o u ld  
no t p e rm it Cuba to  become a b a t­
tleg rou nd  in  the  d ispu te  between 
the  tw o  powers.

“ T h is  is,”  he declared, “ in  a l l 
frankness and s in ce rity , o u r reas­
oned, dispassionate stand, em anat­
in g  . . . fro m  o u r le g it im a te  and 
in v io la b le  r ig h t  to take  measures 
and to  act in  the w a y  w e be lieve 
m ost co rrec t and m ost re v o lu tio n ­
a ry . A n d  le t  no one h a rb o r the  
no tion  the y  can g ive  us lessons on 
re v o lu tio n .”

M a k in g  c lea r th a t Cuba w o u ld  
no t bow  to pressure, F id e l de­
cla red : “ I  hope th a t e rro rs  o f
unde res tim a tion  no t be made, 
ig n o rin g  the pe cu lia ritie s  o f ou r 
people, because Yankee im p e r ia l­
ism  has com m itted  lo ts  o f e rro rs  
o f th is  k in d . One o f its  cha rac te r­
is tics  was d isda in  fo r  others, d is ­
d a in  fo r  and un de res tim a tion  o f 
sm a ll nations. A n d  im p e ria lism  
has com m itted  colossal e rro rs  o f 
un de res tim a tion  in  respect to  ou r 
re v o lu tio n a ry  people.

“ I t  w o u ld  be reg re ttab le  i f  
others com m itted  s im ila r  e rrors. 
O u r sincere p o lic y  has been, and 
is, th a t o f u n it in g  because w e are 
no t and never w i l l  be sa te llites o f 
anyone.”

The fo llo w in g   press release 
fro m  Ind ia n o la , Miss., was re ­
ceived M arch  5, the day the F ree­
dom  School there was bu rned  to 
the  g round by  arsonists. The w r i t ­
e r o f the release is James Dann, 
a 24 -yea r-o ld  w h ite  m an fro m  
W a rw ic k , R .I., w ho is a f ie ld  w o rk ­
er fo r  the S tuden t N o n v io le n t 
C o o rd ina ting  C om m ittee.

Since m id -S ep tem ber, 1964, N e­
groes fro m  Ind ian o la  have been 
t ry in g  to  use the a ll-w h ite  Sey­
m ou r P u b lic  L ib ra ry . The tactics 
used to  keep the  Negroes ou t 
va rie d  fro m  Police C h ie f A le x ­
ander and his boys b o d ily  th ro w ­
in g  ou t prospective applicants, to 
a le n g th y  de la y ing  process o f ap­
p lica tio n . A  Negro t ry in g  to  use 
the  lib ra ry  was to ld  to  f i l l  o u t an 
app lica tion , b r in g  i t  back and w a it  
u n t i l  the board m et, u su a lly  one 
o r tw o  m onths la te r. A f te r  the 
board m et, the Negroes w ere to ld  
the y  w ere  “ n o t approved.”  In  ad­
d itio n , some w ere  fire d  fro m  th e ir  
jobs.

L ib rary  S it-In

F rid a y , Feb. 19, was set b y  the 
M iss iss ipp i S tuden t U n ion , a N e­
gro  s tuden t organ iza tion , as the 
date fo r  a s it - in  a t the  w h ite  l i ­
b ra ry . T h is  is  the  s to ry  o f w h a t 
happened, in  the  w ords o f some 
o f the  p a rtic ip a n ts  themselves.

O tis  B row n , a 19 -yea r-o ld  N e­
gro  COFO w o rk e r fro m  Ind iano la , 
described the events o f F r id a y  
a fte rnoon  as fo llo w : “ A b o u t 65 
people and I  w e n t to  go to  the 
Seym our P u b lic  L ib ra ry , f iv e  by 
ca r and the rest w a lk in g . W hen 
w e reached the  lib ra ry , the f iv e  
w ho  w e n t b y  car w ere  a lready  in ­
side s it t in g  down. A b o u t s ix  m ore 
w e n t ins ide  to  s it dow n and I  got 
the  p ic k e t signs f r om  the  car and 
passed them  o u t to  the  people-. . . 
A b o u t f iv e  m inu tes la te r  about 
three po licem en w e n t in  the  l i ­
b ra ry  and abou t seven m inutes 
la te r  I  saw them  fo rce  o u t those 
w ho  w ere  ins ide  s it t in g  down. 
Then the  lib ra r ia n  locked the 
door.

“ A f te r  th a t the  po lice  c h ie f came 
and to ld  us the re  cou ld n o t be 
any singing, so I  decided we 
should m arch  in  tw os instead o f 
a s ing le  line . Seconds la te r, C h ie f 
A le xa n d e r and tw o  o the r po lice 
came over and to ld  us w e cou ld 

'n o t have tw o  lines. W e k e p t on 
m arch ing . The po lice  pushed us 
back in to  a sing le  line . So a fte r 
a w h ile  I  asked the people i f  they 
w o u ld  l ik e  to s ing and everyone 
said yes, b u t be fore I  cou ld say 
fo u r  w ords, C apta in  Steed pushed 
m e o u t o f lin e  and to ld  me I  was 
unde r a rre s t . . . T hey  arrested 
seven m ore and took us to  the 
o th e r side o f the street u n t i l  the 
po lice  bus came.

M ore Arrests
“ A t  th a t tim e  one o f the  po lice ­

m en said he w o u ld  lik e  to  p u t a 
b u lle t th rou gh  o u r heads and 
cursed us. T hey  p u t us on the bus, 
arrested some m ore u n t i l  the re  
w ere  abou t 12 o f us, and we were 
taken to  c ity  h a ll . . .

“ S a tu rday  m o rn in g  ano the r p ic k ­
e t lin e  passed by  the  ja ilhouse  
on the  w a y  to  the lib ra ry . They 
w ere  arrested abou t 11:25 a.m. 
A b o u t 1 p.m . ano the r p ic k e t lin e  
w e n t to  the  l ib ra ry  and the y  came 
back to  the  courthouse. A b o u t 2 
p.m., 18 o f us w ere  p u t on a bus 
and taken  to  the  cou n ty  p rison  
fa rm . T hey  d id  n o t feed us S a tu r­
day. W e w ere p u t in to  a ba rn  
w here the re  was one heater and 
w in d  th rou gh  the  w a ll. W e w ere  
g iven one b la n ke t each and n ine 
beds and some f i l t h y  mattresses... 
T h a t n ig h t i t  was v e ry  cold. T ha t 
b a m  is n o t a good place fo r  any­
one to  stay in .”

John  H a rr is , a 21-y e a r-o ld  N e­
gro  SNCC w o rk e r fro m  B irm in g ­
ham , A la ., described the events o f 
S a tu rday  a fte rnoon :

“ T w e n ty -s ix  people had been 
arrested yeste rday fo r  p icke tin g

the lib ra ry .  A t  a specia l mass 
m eeting  la s t n ig h t w e  decided to 
re tu rn  to  the l ib ra ry  regardless o f 
the circum stances . . . A ro u n d  11 
o’clock, as 62 o f us w ere  p ic k e t­
ing, the po lice  b ro u g h t up  re ­
in fo rcem ents  w ith  r io t  helm ets, 
n ig h t s ticks and the coun ty  bus, 
used fo r  c a rry in g  o f f  la rge  groups 
o f people (i.e., c iv i l- r ig h ts  dem ­
ons tra to rs ) . . .

“Private Property”
“ M a yo r P itts  came up  . . . then 

Police C apta in  Steed ca lled  me 
ove r and said we w o u ld  have to 
leave. I  asked w h y . He said the  
m ayo r had said the l ib ra ry  was 
closed and i t  is  p r iv a te  p ro p e rty  
. . .  I  to ld  the  m ayo r we w o u ld n ’t  
leave. H e ordered m e arrested. H e 
d id n ’t  w a n t to  a rre s t so m any so 
he to ld  the others to  leave. They 
refused, saying i f  one was a r­
rested everyone w o u ld  be a rre s t­
ed .  .  . E veryone was ordered on 
the  bus . . .  I  was the  f ir s t  one 
on b u t I  cou ld  see w h a t was going 
on. A b o u t f iv e  cops w ere  t ry in g  
to  get Charles Scattergood, a 
w h ite  SNCC w o rk e r, f ro m  the 
g round w here  he had gone lim p . 
T hey  dragged h im  30 yards on the 
pavem ent.

“ W hen the y  go t h im  in  the  bus, 
he was pushed in  on the  f lo o r  w ith  
h is  head h it t in g  the m e ta l seats. 
I  was r ig h t  near them . One de­
p u tized  cop, E dd ie  C o llins , kep t 
p u nch ing  Scattergood w ith  h is 
n ig h ts tick . I  said to  C o llins , ‘D on ’t 
h i t  h im  anym ore .’ C o llin s  reached 
up  in to  the  bus and punched me 
in  the nose w ith  h is  n ig h ts tick . 
The b lo w  busted m y  nose, causing 
i t  to  bleed fo r  severa l hours. 
A b o u t 40 people w ere  loaded in  
and the re  was no m ore  room . The 
res t w a ited  fo r  the bus to  come 
again. T hey  w ere  de term ined no t 
to  desert those w ho  w ere in  the 
s trugg le  w ith  them.

Racist Doctor
“ A t  the c ity  ha ll, I  learned tha t 

15 -yea r-o ld  W ill ie  Sim s had been 
h u r t,  h i t  on the  e lbow  w ith  a c lub , 
and h is  a rm  was sw o llen  and in  
pa in . Scattergood, S im s and I  w e re  
taken  to  a lo ca l w h ite  doctor w ho  
is described as be ing  a bu tche r 
w hen tre a tin g  Negroes. H e  to ld  
me m y  nose needed a couple o f 
stitches . . .  I  decided n o t to  le t 
h im  tre a t me. He responded by 
c a llin g  m e a ‘b lack  son o f a b itc h .’ 
W e w ere  taken to the  cou n ty  ja i l .

“ In  abou t 30 m inu tes  w e saw a 
w ave o f people —  about 30, ran g ­
in g  fro m  young students to  o ld  
w om en —  headed to  the  l ib ra ry  to 
con tinue  the dem onstra tion . They 
dem onstra ted around the  ja i l ,  and 
we sang back to them . Then the 
s h e r if f  rem oved the  males —  
about 17 o f us —  to  the  coun ty  
fa rm . The wom en prisoners —  
about 15 o r 20 —  w ere le f t  in  
the coun ty  ja i l . ”

Charles Scattergood, 23 -yea r- 
o ld  w h ite  SNCC w o rk e r fro m  
Seattle, to ld  h is s to ry  as fo llow s :

“ W hen Edd ie C o llins, vo lun te e r 
po licem an, grabbed me I  fe l l  to 
the g round  and p u t m y  hands be­
h in d  m y  head fo r  p ro tection . Too 
m any people had been h i t  in  the  
head and I  d id n ’t  w a n t to  be one 
o f them . A b o u t fo u r  po licem en 
gathered around me. T hey  p u t a 
h a nd cu ff on m y  ankle . E dd ie  C o l­
lin s  dragged me to  the  bus. The 
rough  pavem ent to re  a t m y  s h ir t  
and sw eater u n t i l  the y  gathered 
ove r m y  head.

B rutal Arrest
“ A t  f i r s t  the  pavem ent ju s t 

bu rned  m y  back b u t soon i t  began 
to  tea r aw ay a t the  sk in . I t  fe lt  
as though a sanding m ach ine were 
be ing applied . The pa in  on m y  
ank le  and back was a lm ost u n ­
bearable b y  the  tim e  I  reached the 
bus . . .  A t  the do c to r’s o ffice  the 
doctor had a needle in  h is  tre m ­
b lin g  hand and said he w anted to  
g ive  me a te tanus shot. I  fe lt  I  
needed one, b u t I  cou ld n ’t  tru s t 
h im . I  re fused . . .

“ T he  n e x t day th e y  took m e ou t 
o f the ce ll fo r  question ing. T hey  
had refused to  le t  m e m ake  a

phone ca ll. W hen I  to ld  the  F B I 
agent abou t th is, he had no com ­
m ent. As I  was le av in g  the o ffic e  
the  s h e r if f  ca lled  m e a son o f a 
b itch . I  asked the F B I agent to  
k in d ly  ask the  s h e r if f  to  re fra in  
fro m  using such language. The 
F B I agent n o nch a la n tly  rep lie d : 
‘I t ’s h is  ja i l . ’ The s h e r if f  had p u t 
me in  w ith  w h ite  prisoners and 
said: ‘O K  boys, here ’s one o f those 
c iv i l- r ig h ts  dem onstra tors . . .’

“ A t  the  ce ll again, I  re fused to 
go in , say ing th a t the  ja i l  was 
segregated . .  . The s h e r if f  and his 
deputies ca rried  m e inside, one 
o f them  beat on the  back o f m y  
head w ith  h is knees. T hey  th re w  
m e w ith  trem endous fo rce  and I  
fe l l  h a lf  on the  f lo o r  and h a lf  
against the  bed . . . T h a t n ig h t I  
s lep t v e ry  l i t t le  because m y  back 
had become in fec ted . The n e x t 
day a docto r was a llow ed  in  m y  
c e ll and I  rece ived a te tanus shot 
and m y  back was bandaged.

F B I Agent

“ F in a lly  on Tuesday, I  was 
taken to  the  cou n ty  fa rm . There  
an F B I agent in te rv ie w e d  me. 
W hen I  to ld  h im  w h a t had hap­
pened to  m e he shouted, ‘ I  don ’t  
c a ll th a t be ing beaten,’ and le ft . ”

Jan e ll Glass, an 18 -yea r-o ld  
COFO w o rk e r fro m  M oorhead, 
M iss., described the  events a fte r  
S a tu rday ’s arrests:

“ S a tu rday  a fte r  the people w ere  
arrested, an em ergency mass 
m ee ting  was ca lled  and abou t 35 
people m arched dow n to  the l ib ­
ra ry  and c ity  h a ll and then  re ­
tu rne d  to  the  N egro section o f 
tow n . They w anted  to  show th a t 
the arrests w e re  n o t go ing to  stop 
people fro m  a tte m p tin g  to  in te ­
gra te  the  l ib ra ry  . . .

“ T he  n e x t day, Sunday, ove r 
100 people m e t and m arched 
th rou gh  the to w n  to  the  ja i l .  Peo­
p le  go t on th e ir  knees and prayed  
s ile n tly  fo r  ten m inutes. F o r about 
an hour, d if fe re n t people read 
S crip tu res  and sang. T h is  was to 
show  the  people in  ja i l  the y  w ere  
no t alone. T h e y  jo in e d  the  s ing­
ing. Then w e m arched around the  
courthouse and back dow n C hurch  
St., s ing ing. W e w ere fo llo w e d  by  
the  po lice  and w hen w e s ta rted  
tu rn in g  the co rne r a t Je ffe rson St., 
a po lice  car w ith  fo u r  o ffice rs  in ­
side tr ie d  to  ru n  us over. T hey  
m issed us and h i t  the d itch . W e 
w e n t to the  Freedom  School 
w here a discussion was held.

F B I Refuses C o m p la in t

“ T h a t a fte rnoon  the F B I agents 
came to  in te rv ie w  W ill ie  Sims. 
M rs. Le la  M ae B rooks and I  com ­
p la ined  to  the  F B I abou t the  ca r 
t ry in g  to  ru n  people over. H e to ld  
us he cou ld n ’t  accept the  com ­
p la in t, th a t i t  w o u ld  have to  be 
f ile d  a t the  po lice  sta tion. We 
kn e w  i t  w o u ld  be useless to  f i le  
a co m p la in t against the po lice  a t 
the po lice  s ta tion , so w e decided 
no t to  go. The F B I agents le f t  . . .

“ M onday a fte rnoon  ove r 100 o f 
us m arched fro m  the Freedom  
School to  the  cou n ty  ja i l  and back 
and he ld  a ra l ly .  On Tuesday over 
500 people w ere  a t the  Freedom  
School to  w e lcom e back the  peo­
p le  w h o  had been arrested. They 
b ro u g h t food ready to  eat, o r 
m oney. People w ho cou ldn ’t  come 
—  o r w ho  w ere  a fra id  to  come 
open ly  —  sent m oney and food 
w ith  frie n d s  to  show  the y  w ere 
sup po rting  the people w h o  su f­
fe red in  ja i l  . . .”

The forego ing stories do no t 
m ere ly  te ll o f a segregated p u b ­
lic  fa c il i t y  and w h a t happens w hen 
Negroes in  M iss iss ipp i be lieve  in  
the C iv i l  R igh ts  A c t  . . . W ha t 
happened a t the  l ib ra ry  is  a m ere 
speck o f w h a t w i l l  happen in  the 
fu tu re . People here are becom ing 
fed up w ith  the  m y th s  o f ju s tice  
and freedom  spouted b y  M iss iss ip­
p i and fede ra l o ffic ia ls . T hey  can­
no t unders tand w h y  th ings  are the 
same n o w  as th e y  w ere  be fore 
the  C iv i l  R igh ts  A c t was signed... 
T here  is  no tu rn in g  back . . . M is ­
siss ipp i Negroes have n o th in g  to 
tu rn  back to  b u t fe a r and death.

Castro Stores Moscow 
And Peking on Vietnam

From a mississippi battlefront
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B efo re  the sound o f heads be ing 
smashed b y  state s to rm  troopers 
in  A labam a drow ned i t  out, the re  
was in  fu l l  sw ing  a W h ite  House- 
in sp ired  press cam paign p ic tu r in g  
the  s itua tion  in  the  South as one 
o f ra p id  im p rovem e n t due to  the 
spread o f reasonableness and re ­
spect fo r  la w  am ong in flu e n t ia l 
w h ites  there.

C o -opera ting  in  th is  cam paign 
o f d is to rtin g  the  facts, James Res- 
ton , the New  Y o rk  T im es’  top  
W ash ing ton correspondent, made 
a t r ip  South and on M a rch  3 w ro te  
a sw eetness-and-ligh t a r tic le  fro m  
Jackson, M iss. I t  bore the  t it le :  
“ A  G en tle r W in d  in  the  O ld  
S outh.”

A s  E x h ib it  A , Reston te lls  “ the 
M cC om b S to ry ,”  o r h is  ve rs ion  of 
it .  Some m onths ago M cCom b 
was the  scene o f 16 bom bings by 
racists. N o w  i t  is re la t iv e ly  qu ie t. 
Reston a ttr ib u te s  the  coo ling  o f f  
o f the  s itu a tio n  the re  to an appeal 
b y  some 600 com m u n ity  leaders 
fo r  com pliance w ith  the  C iv il 
R igh ts  A c t, to  the  fa c t th a t a 
ju dg e  p u t those bom bers w h o  had 
been caught on p roba tion  (n o t in  
ja i l ,  m in d  y o u ), and to  the  a t t i­
tude o f a loca l e d ito r in  fa v o r o f 
la w  a n d  o rder.

Action Won Gains
N ow , I  am  no h ig h ly  pa id  “ p o l­

it ic a l ana lys t”  lik e  James Reston, 
b u t i t  so happens th a t I  was in  
M cC om b b r ie f ly  abou t ten days 
be fore  he was and I  learned some­
th in g  he d id n ’t  —  w h a t re a lly  had 
cooled o f f  the  s itu a tio n  there.

B as ica lly  and p r im a r i ly  i t  was 
the  action  o f the  N egro com m u­
n ity .  T h a t doesn’t  mean the  f in e  
w ords u tte re d  b y  the judge, ed ito r 
and businessmen, on w h ich  Res­
ton  sets such store, had no effect. 
B u t they  w e ren ’t  the causative 
fac to r. Indeed, they p ro b a b ly  w ere  
themselves, in  la rge  measure, a 
re s u lt o f the un sw e rv in g  a ttitu d e  
and action  of M cC om b’s b lack  
com m u n ity .

W hat d id  Negroes in  M cCom b 
do? T hey took tw o  steps: 1) they  
engaged in  a lega l o ffen s ive  and 
got an in ju n c tio n  against loca l 
la w -en fo rcem e n t o ff ic ia ls  fo r  
w h a teve r w o r th  th a t m ig h t have; 
2) the y  organized an arm ed se lf-

(Continued from  Page 1)
f l ic t  th a t w o u ld  k i l l  every man, 
w om an and c h ild  in  N ew  Y o rk  
C ity . A  vote fo r  me w i l l  be a vote 
fo r  p u llin g  U.S. troops ou t o f V ie t­
nam  and end ing  the  w a r.

“ Instead o f sending troops to 
V ie tn a m  w h ere  they are tra m p lin g  
upon the  r ig h ts  and lives  o f the  
V ietnam ese, troops should be sent 
to  Selm a and o th e r pa rts  o f the 
South to p ro tec t the  co n s titu tion a l 
r ig h ts  o f Negroes.”

D iscussing some o f the  economic 
issues o f the  cam paign, D e B erry
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defense guard to  p ro tec t th e ir  
com m un ity .

A rm e d  se lf-defense was ac tu a l­
ly  in it ia te d  by  tw o  teen-aged g ir ls . 
T hey  w ere fed up w ith  the bom b­
ings o f Negro homes and churches 
and took to s it t in g  up n igh ts  on 
the  porch w ith  guns.

W hen th e ir  paren ts and o ther 
adu lts  d iscovered how  the  g ir ls  
w ere  spending th e ir  n igh ts, they 
decided i t  was a good idea b u t 
shou ldn ’t  be le f t  to the  young­
sters alone to  c a rry  on. So they 
jo in e d  in  and soon eve ry  Negro 
b lock  in  M cCom b had arm ed p ro ­
tection. Churches and Freedom  
Houses w ere  especia lly w e ll 
guarded.

F o llo w in g  an unpub lic ized  in ­
c iden t in  w h ic h  the  defense guard 
showed w h a t i t  cou ld  do, the 
bom bings in  M cCom b ceased.

Self-Defense Spreads
C iv il- r ig h ts  w o rke rs  to ld  me 

th a t such organ ized self-defense 
had been in it ia te d  in  m any com ­
m un itie s  in  M iss iss ipp i in  response 
to bom bings and shootings b y  
w h ite -su p rem acists. A lm o s t in ­
v a r ia b ly  the  self-defense is p ro ­
posed and organized b y  m em bers 
o f the  loca l N egro com m unities.

“ T he  gen tle r w in d ,”  sn iffe d  by  
Reston in  the  M cC om b atm os­
phere  and a ttr ib u te d  b y  h im  to  a 
g ro w in g  s e lf- re fo rm  b y  the w h ite  
pow e r s truc tu re , expands as h is 
a rtic le  goes on t i l l  i t  is  b lo w in g  
clear across the state. Gov. Joh n ­
son and the  M iss iss ipp i Econom ic 
C ounc il share such en ligh tened 
v iew s now , he declares. He adm its 
th is  m ay be “ n o t so m uch a change 
o f he a rt as i t  is  a change o f a t­
titudes and tac tics .”  Nonetheless, 
he w arns th a t these “ new  and 
sensitive shoots . . . cou ld easily 
be tram p led  by ex trem is ts  on 
e ith e r side.”  T h a t is the  sole con­
s idera tion  in  h is e n tire  a rtic le  o f 
any action —  past, present o r 
fu tu re  —  by  Negroes o r c iv i l -  
r ig h ts  organizations.

I f  Reston’s celebrated analyses 
o f the n a tion a l and in te rn a tio n a l 
s itua tions  are as la c k in g  and one­
sided as h is a rtic le  on M iss iss ipp i, 
God he lp  those w ho depend on the 
New Y o rk  T im es f o r th e ir  idea o f 
w h a t’s go ing on in  the w o rld .

said, “ A cco rd ing  to D r. George 
James, c ity  hea lth  com m issioner,
13,000 people d ie  o f p o ve rty  each 
yea r in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  —  the 
th ird  greatest cause o f death. In  
th is  c ity , 1,400,000 people liv e  in  
th is  k i l l in g  con d ition  o f poverty .

“ G iven  the  la ck  o f adequate 
housing, the  need fo r  schools, 
pa rks and o th e r p u b lic  fa c ilit ie s , 
and the  h igh  unem p loym ent ra te  
am ong teenagers, Negroes and 
o th e r groups, th is  c ity  should 
unde rtake  a p u b lic -w o rk s  p ro ­
gram  to  m ake N ew  Y o rk  a decent 
p lace to  liv e ,”  he said.

“ T he  Dem ocrats and R epub­
licans, w hen the y  m en tion  the 
problem s the  people face, o ffe r  
on ly  prom ises and token solutions. 
T h is  is because the y  are con tro lled  
b y  the  r ic h  w ho p ro f i t  fro m  pov­
e rty , racism , po lice b ru ta lity ,  and 
w a r. I  am  ru n n in g  to  p ro v id e  a 
m ea n ing fu l a lte rn a tiv e  fo r  those 
concerned w ith  re a l so lu tions to 
these p rob lem s.”

Cleveland Teacher 
Is Suspended for 
Black Nationalism

C L E V E L A N D  —  D ona ld  F ree­
man, a pub lic -schoo l teacher, has 
been suspended fro m  his jo b  pend­
in g  in ves tig a tion  o f h is  a c t iv ity  in  
the  R e vo lu tio n a ry  A c tio n  M ove­
m en t (R A M ),  a sm a ll A fro -A m e r­
ican group. H is  suspension fo l­
low ed a h ys te rica l “ expose”  in  the 
P la in  Dealer, one o f C leve land ’s 
lead ing  d a ily  papers. I t  charged 
th a t Freem an had w r it te n  an a r­
t ic le  fo r  B lack  A m e rica , the  R A M  
pu b lica tio n , and used his hom e as 
its  “ subscrip tion  headquarters.”

The P la in  D ea le r’s a r t ic le  cited 
d iscred ited  stories in  the  N ew  
Y o rk  D a ily  News, the n a tio n ’s 
lead ing  g u tte r rag  and hate sheet, 
p u rp o rtin g  to  connect R A M  w ith  
the  assassination o f M a lco lm  X  
and the  vanda lism  “ p lo t”  against 
the S tatue o f L ib e rty .

C leve land CORE condem ned the 
P la in  D ealer fo r  its  stories about 
Freem an and is dem anding h is 
re insta tem ent. In  a te legram  to  the 
school board, R u th  T u rn e r, C leve­
land CORE executive  secretary, 
denounced F reem an’s f i r in g  as 
“ t r ia l by  newspaper.”  N o tin g  th a t 
h is teach ing pe rfo rm ance was ad­
m it te d ly  exce llen t, she questioned 
the c o n s titu tio n a lity  o f the board ’s 
action. She also po in ted  o u t th a t 
th is  board, w h ic h  has taken such 
p ro m p t th o u g h t-c o n tro l action 
against a Negro teacher, has 
never investiga ted teachers w ho 
m ay belong to  the  John  B irc h  So­
c ie ty , K K K  or o ther rac is t groups.

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
tu ted  a u tho ritie s  o f th a t state are 
unable, fa il,  o r refuse to pro tect 
tha t r ig h t . ”     

F edera l troops should occupy 
Selm a —  and a ll o ther areas w here 
s im ila r  f la u n tin g  o f Negroes’ con­
s titu t io n a l r ig h ts  exists —  and a r ­
rest and rem ove fro m  o ffic e  the 
g u ilty  lo ca l and state o ffic ia ls . The 
fed e ra l governm ent, m oreover, 
should a rm  and deputize Negro 
citizens the re  to defend themselves, 
po lice  th e ir  com unities and as­
sure th a t e lections are honestly  
ca rried  out.

O therw ise  a troc ities  by  rac is t 
thugs w e a rin g  state and local 
po lice  badges w i l l  continue. The 
b loody  a ttack  b y  coun ty  posse- 
men, the  day a fte r  Johnson’s 
speech, on a m arch  in  M o n t­
gom ery, A la ., led  by  SNCC E x ­
ecu tive  Secre tary James Form an 
is an exam ple. I t  made headlines 
because hundreds o f c iv i l- r ig h ts  
supporters fro m  outside are now 
in  A labam a and the  eyes o f the 
w o r ld  are focused there. B u t N e­
groes in  the  B la c k -B e lt counties o f 
the  South are sub ject to  the 
b ru ta litie s  o f these rac is t thugs 
yea r round  w ith o u t even th a t p ro ­
tec tio n  a ffo rd ed  b y  na tion a l p u b ­
lic ity .

M ilita n t Section
T h a t is the  im p e llin g  p ra c tica l 

reason w h y  the  Southern  m ove­
m en t’s m ore m il ita n t  and respon­
sib le  section, led b y  SNCC, is 
pressing to  take  advantage o f the 
cu rre n t s p o tlig h t to  deal a te ll in g  
b lo w  to  the  a u th o r ity  o f the  loca l 
rac is t o ffic ia ls . Open d iffe rences 
on th is  question have developed 
betw een some SNCC leaders and 
leaders o f the  m ore  conserva tive 
S ou thern  C h ris tia n  Leadersh ip  
Conference headed b y  Rev. M a rt in  
L u th e r  K in g .

The SCLC leaders are re ly in g  
he a v ily  on Johnson’s “ good fa ith ”  
and th e ir  connections w ith  the 
D em ocra tic  P a rty . F e a rfu l o f je o ­
pa rd iz in g  these co rd ia l re la tions, 
they  have a llow ed themselves to 
be used b y  Johnson’s agent, L e ro y  
C o llins, whose orders are to  b lu n t 
the  s trugg le  and take the  heat o f f  
W ashington.

T h a t the  s trugg le  has rem a ined 
sharp enough to  fo rce  concessions 
fro m  Johnson m ust be cred ited  to

B y  K a r o ly n  K e r r y
Business M anager

M arch  16 —  W e are happy to 
announce th a t w e have begun our 
c u rre n t in tro d u c to ry  subscrip tion  
cam paign w ith  the rece ip t o f 250 
new  subs to The M il ita n t .  T h is  is 
an auspicious s ta rt. The cam paign 
w i l l  ex tend  over a three-m onth 
pe riod , fro m  M arch  15 to  June 15, 
d u r in g  w h ic h  tim e  w e in te n d  to  in ­
crease o u r subscrip tion  l is t  by  
some 3,500 new  readers. The in ­
tro d u c to ry  subs are fo r  a pe riod  
o f fo u r  m onths a t the  special ra te  
o f 50 cents to  new  subscribers.

The quota fo r  the cu rre n t sub 
d r iv e  is m ore m odest than  fo r  the 
prev ious cam paign in  th e  la te  sum ­
m er o f 1964 w hen w e added 4,184 
new  readers to  o u r subscrip tion  
lis t.  M an y  o f those w ho  then 
bought in tro d u c to ry  subs have sub­
sequently  renew ed th e ir  subscrip ­
tions. In  ad d ition , the area o f new  
readers has g re a tly  expanded.

In  h is  la s t appearance a t the 
M il ita n  L a b o r F o ru m  in  New  Y o rk  
on Jan. 7, M a lco lm  X  pra ised our 
paper as “ one o f the  best”  and re ­
m arked  abou t h is  ha v in g  seen The  
M il ita n t  in  va rious  pa rts  o f the 
w o r ld  on h is  severa l tr ip s  abroad. 
T h is  is w h a t M a lco lm  said a t the 
m eeting :

“ The M il ita n t  is one of the best 
in New  Y o rk  City. In  fact, i t  is 
one of the best anywhere you go 
today because everywhere I  go I

the Sou thern  m ovem ent’s m ore 
m il ita n t  section. Evidence th a t the 
m ore perspicacious o f A m e rica ’s 
ru l in g  class rea lizes th is  • is the 
M a rch  14 Neva Y o rk  T im es  ed i­
to r ia l p o in tin g  ou t the  “ r is k ”  th a t 
unless the “ m atu re , responsib le”  
leadersh ip  o f the  m ovem ent is 
“ v in d ic a te d ”  b y  s u ffic ie n t conces­
sions, the “ young N egro ho t­
heads th irs t in g  fo r  a d ra m a tic  
show dow n”  w i l l  be encouraged.

T h e  S e l m a  dem onstra tions 
th rou gh ou t the  co u n try  also re ­
vealed, fo r  the w ho le  w o r ld  to see, 
w idespread dom estic opposition to 
Johnson’s b rin km a n sh ip  in  V ie t­
nam . F o r suddenly the re  appeared 
eve ryw here  the dem and to w ith ­
d ra w  U.S. troops fro m  V ie tn am  
and send them  to  A labam a, a de­
m and p re v io u s ly  raised on ly  by  
ra d ica l forces such as the Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty .

T h is  p u t the  a d m in is tra tio n  u n ­
de r te r r if ic  pressure, bo th  a t home 
and abroad. Johnson was h u r t  
ba d ly  b y  the  dem onstra tions, h is 
p o p u la r ity  began to  p lum m et. 
T h a t’s w h y  he made the  conces­
sions on vo tin g -rig h ts  l?g is la tion  
and rec ited  “ W e S ha ll O vercom e”  
to Congress. The w ho le  experience 
is s tr ik in g  p ro o f th a t the  w a y  to 
get concessions fro m  the  ca p ita lis t 
pow er s tru c tu re  and its  po litic ia n s  
is n o t b y  sup p o rtin g  them , b u t b y  
opposing them , exposing them , and 
p u ttin g  the  squeeze on them  w ith  
eve ry  ava ilab le  lever.

see it. I  saw it  even in Paris about 
a month ago. They were reading it  
over there, and I  saw it  in some 
parts of A frica where I  was during  
the summer. I  don’t  know how it  
gets there. B ut if  you put the rig h t 
things in it, w hat you put in  w il l  
see that i t  gets around.”

Malcolm . X  o ften  pra ised The  
M il ita n t  a t h is m eetings in  H a rle m  
and o th e r places because i t  to ld  
the  t ru th  abou t the  freedom  
strugg le  in. th is  c o u n try  and the. 
w o rld . W herever forces ga ther in  
the f ig h t  fo r  em ancipa tion  f ro m  
co lon ia l oppression and ca p ita lis t 
e xp lo ita tio n , the re  you w i l l  f in d  a 
w a rm  w elcom e fo r  o u r paper —  in  
Asia , A fr ic a , Europe and L a t in  
A m erica .

H a rd ly  a day passes w ith o u t o u r 
rece iv in g  a le tte r, postcard o r  sub­
sc rip tio n  b lan k , requesting  th a t w e  
send The M il i ta n t  to  some h ith e r to  
u n kn o w n  g roup  o f f ig h te rs  fo r  
soc ia lism  in  some rem ote  section 
o f the  w o rld . M any have rece ived 
th e ir  f i r s t  copies fro m  frie n d s  in  
th is  c o u n try  o r Canada w ho  w e re  
among those subscrib ing  fo r  th e  
f ir s t  t im e  in  ou r in tro d u c to ry -s u b  
campaigns.

The same is true , to  an even 
grea te r ex ten t, o f c ities and states 
in  th is  coun try , especia lly  in  th e  
Deep South, Where The M il i ta n t  
has been w elcom ed fo r  th e  f ir s t  
tim e. In  some cases vo lun tee rs  
have come fo rw a rd  to  jo in  ' th e  
ranks  o f o u r M il i ta n t  A rm y  to  
a c tiv e ly  p a rtic ip a te  in  expand ing  
o u r c irc le  o f new  readers.

W e can a ll be heartened b y  the  
know ledge  th a t eve ry  new  reader 
is a p o te n tia l booster and tha t* th e  
seed p lan ted  in  y o u r c ity  ‘ 'fe&h 
sp rou t in  the  m ost unforeseen 
places in  a lm ost any spot on the  
globe. P la n t those seeds, 3,500 
o f them  be fore  the  June 15 dead* 
lin e , ~SM" wa“tc fi ir i'g rb 'W !

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  —  A  m em o­
r ia l  m ee ting  fo r  M a lco lm  X  is 
scheduled fo r  A p r i l  4 a t 2 p.m . a t 
the  A m erican  Theatre , 1226 F il-  
m ore St., San Francisco. T he  m eet­
in g  is sponsored b y  the  A fr ic a n  
Descendants o f Is la m  w h ic h  has 
announced th a t the  proceeds o f 
the  m ee ting  w i l l  go to  the  w id o w .

... DeBerry's Mayoralty Bid

... Rights Battle in Alabama

How Did 'Moderation' Come
To McComb, Mississippi?

B y  Jo e l B r i t t o n

Drive for New Readers 
Begun by The Militant

L.A. Tribute Paid 
To Late Malcolm X

O ver 150 m em bers o f the fac ­
u l ty  o f Y a le  U n iv e rs ity  have 
signed a p e tit io n  c a llin g  on the 
P res iden t and Congress to  nego­
tia te  im m ed ia te  w ith d ra w a l fro m  
V ie tnam . The p e tit io n  was c ir ­
cu la ted b y  student and fa c u lty  
mem bers o f the  N ew  H aven Com ­
m itte e  to end the w a r in  V ie t­
nam.

The C om m ittee  consists o f s tu ­
dents and fa c u lty  a t Y a le , and c it ­
izens o f N ew  Haven. In  F eb rua ry , 
a fte r  the bom bings o f N o rth  V ie t­
nam , the C om m ittee  organized a 
pro test r a l ly  a t Y a le  o f 700 peo­
ple. T w o  days la te r i t  organized a 
p ro tes t dem onstra tion  o f 250 
w h ic h  m arched th rou gh  do w n to w n  
N e w  Haven.

Yale Professors Urge 
Withdrawal from Vietnam

By Douglas Jackson
LO S A N G E LE S , M a rch  12 —  

“ M a lco lm  X  is a live  because h is  
ideas are a live . He was the yeast' 
th a t w i l l  b r in g  abou t re a l change,”  
said F ra n k  G reenwood, d ire c to r 
o f a to u rin g  a rtis ts  group, a t the  
M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o ru m ’s m e m o ria l 
m eeting  fo r  M a lco lm  X  here to ­
n igh t. A  c o n tr ib u tib f i o f $100 
made by  the audience o f 70 was 
sent to B e tty  Shabazz, w id o w  o f 
M a lco lm  X .

“ In d iv id u a ls  l ik e  M a lco lm  X  are 
rare , and his loss is a  severe 
b lo w ,”  said Oscar Coover, S ocia l­
is t W orkers  P a r ty  cand idate  f fo r  
m ayor. “ He recognized th a t the  
Negro s trugg le  is id e n tic a l w ith  
the w o r ld ’s co lon ia l struggles. 
M a lco lm  X ’s ideas w i l l  become the 
ideas o f a l l oppressed people.”  

I r v in g  K irsch , Y oung S oc ia lis t 
A llia n ce  candidate fo r  the  B oard  
o f Education, said, “ M a lco lm  X  
fo rm u la ted  ideas w ith  honesty, 
t ru th  and an open m in d .”

Don S m ith  o f Los Angeles 
CORE said, “ W e m ust b re a k  o u t o f 
ou r closed society and create a 
new  society w here  m u rd e r ceases 
to be.”

“ M a lco lm  X  d id n ’t  be lieve  in  
appealing to a gove rnm en t th a t 
suppresses,”  said E lla  Jones, m em ­
ber o f the F reedom  N o w  P a rty . 
“ H is  a tt itu d e  m ade o th e r c iv i l -  
r ig h ts  leaders respectable. He to ld  
i t  lik e  i t  was.”

The speakers w ere  in troduced  
by George Davis, co -o rd in a to r o f 
the Los Angeles Freedom  N o w  
P a rty .



Page Four

B y  G eo rge  B re itm a n

(A  speech de live red  a t the F r id a y  N ig h t Socia lis t F o rum  in  D e tro it 
on M arch  5, 1965.)

I t  is s t i l l  p a in fu l to  speak o f the death o f M a lco lm  X . I t  is p ro b ­
a b ly  too soon to  appraise h im  adequate ly. I t  w i l l  take tim e  before 
w e can do h im  jus tice , before w e  can see h im  in  h is fu l l  s tature . 
I t  is p a in fu l because w ith  h im  gone, w e m o m e n ta rily  feel sm aller, 
w eaker, m ore vu lne rab le .

O u r sense o f loss is fo r  his fa m ily , fo r  the m ovem ent he was 
b u ild in g , fo r  the Negro people, fo r  the re v o lu tio n a ry  cause as a w hole. 
T here  is also som eth ing in  us tha t cries ou t against the fac t th a t he 
was cu t dow n in  h is p rim e, s t i l l  a young man, be fore he had made his 
f u l l  con tribu tions  to the strugg le , before he had accom plished eve ry ­
th in g  he was capable o f accom plish ing fo r  hum an em ancipation.

I  was s t i l l  a young m an 25 years ago w hen another great revo ­
lu tio n a ry  was assassinated —  Leon T ro tsky . Perhaps I  d id  no t fu lly  
rea lize  how  m uch his leadership, advice and p o lit ic a l w isdom  w o u ld  be 
missed, and p robab ly  I was under the in flu e n ce  o f the be lie f com ­
m on am ong young people tha t to show ce rta in  k in ds  o f s trong  emo­
tio n  is a sign o f weakness. A nyh ow , I  d id  no t c ry  when T ro tsky  was 
k il le d , and I  could no t he lp  c ry in g  w hen M a lco lm  was k ille d .

I t  was no t because I considered M a lco lm  the grea te r o f the tw o  
men. One reason fo r  the d iffe re nce  was the rea liza tion  th a t M a lco lm , 
a t the age o f 39, was s t i l l  in  the process o f reach ing h is fu l l  he ight, 
s t i l l  in  the process o f w o rk in g  out his program , s t i l l  in  the e a rly  
stage o f b u ild in g  a new  m ovem ent —  whereas T ro tsky , at the age of 
59, had a lready reached fu l l  m a tu r ity , had a lready w o rked  ou t his 
m a in  ideas and his program , and le f t  beh ind h im  the so lid  founda­
tions  o f a m ovem ent th a t could no t be destroyed by w a r, by persecution 
fro m  bo th  the  A ll ie d  and A x is  powers, o r b y  c o ld -w a r reaction  and 
w itc h  hunts.

B u t w h ile  i t  is p a in fu l to  speak o f M a lco lm , and no t ye t possible 
to  see h im  in  f u l l  perspective, we are able even now  to begin to 
m ake an appra isa l o f his ideas, and o f how  he came to  the ideas tha t 
cons titu te  h is  heritage. W hen w e do th is, w e m ust t r y  to  p u t em o­
tio n  aside, o r to  b r in g  i t  unde r con tro l. T h a t is w h a t M a lco lm  urged 
w h en  he spoke here in  D e tro it th ree weeks ago —  th a t we le a rn  to 
th in k  c le a rly  about the s trugg le  and the w ays the  pow er s truc tu re  
seeks to c u rb  and s ide track the strugg le ; tha t we th in k  c le a rly  and 
re ly  on reason and learn  how  to  see th rou gh  tr ic k e ry .

M a lco lm  L i t t le ’s m othe r was born  as the resu lt o f he r m o th e r’s 
rape by  a w h ite  m an in  the W est Ind ies. W hen M a lc o lm  was fo u r, the 
house w here  he and h is fa m ily  liv e d  was bu rned dow n by K u  K lu xe rs . 
W hen he was s ix , h is fa th e r m et a v io le n t death, and he and h is fa m ily  
a lw ays be lieved he had been lynched.

T he  fa m ily  was broken up. Y oung M a lco lm  liv e d  in  state in s t i­
tu tio n s  and board ing  home. He got h igh  m arks at the  grade school 
in  Mason, M ich . Then, at the  age o f 15, he became a d ro p -o u t. He 
w e n t to liv e  w ith  h is s ister in  Boston, and w e n t to  w o rk  a t the k inds 
o f jobs  ava ilab le  to  Negro y o u th  —  shoeshine boy, soda je rk , hotel 
busboy, m em ber o f a d in in g -c a r c rew  on tra in s  tra v e lin g  to  New  
Y o rk , res tau ran t w a ite r  in  H a rlem . There  he d r ifte d  in to  the degrad­
in g  l i fe  o f the  u n d e rw o rld  —  gam bling , drugs, hu s tlin g , b u rg la ry . 
Y ou can f in d  it  a ll described in  h is au tob iog raphy, w h ic h  w i l l  be p u b ­
lished  soon, up to  and in c lu d in g  his a rrest fo r  b u rg la ry , con v ic tio n  
and sentencing to  ten years in  prison. T h a t was in  1946, w hen he was 
n o t q u ite  21 years o ld, the age o f m any o f you in  th is  audience.

Law of the Jungle
W hat w ere  his ideas then? T h a t l i fe  is a ju ng le , w here  the 

fie rce s t su rv ive  —  by  fleec ing  the w eak and defenseless; w here  each 
m an looks ou t fo r  No. 1, w h ich  can o n ly  be done b y  accepting the 
ju n g le  code. “ The m a in  th in g  you got to rem em ber is th a t eve ry th in g  
in  the  w o r ld  is a hustle ,”  he was to ld  by the fr ie n d  w ho  helped h im  
get h is  f ir s t  job.

A lth o u g h  his fa th e r had been an a d m ire r o f M arcus G arvey, 
fee lings o f race p rid e  d id  no t e x is t in  the young m an w ith  the zoot 
s u it; he tr ie d  to s tra igh ten  his h a ir  in  em u la tion  o f w h ite  men who, 
as he la te r  said, had tau gh t h im  w h a t he knew  and in s tille d  in  h im  
the  values o f rac is t w h ite  society. I  th in k  you can f in d  thousands 
o f youngsters in  today ’s ghetto  lik e  the  21-y e a r-o ld  M a lco lm  L it t le  
in  1946.

P rison  is he ll. P rison is also a place w here  you can th in k , where 
some im p o rta n t decisions have been made. Eugene V . Debs, a fte r 
w h om  th is  m eeting  h a ll is named, was converted to  socia lism  w h ile  
he  was in  prison  in  1895. P rison  was w here  M a lco lm  un de rw en t a 
conversion th a t l i te ra lly  trans fo rm ed  his w ho le  life .

B y  le tte rs  and v is its  fro m  m em bers o f h is fa m ily  he was in tro ­
duced to  the  N a tion  o f Is lam , headed by E li ja h  M uham m ad. T h is  
A m e rica n  re lig ious  sect, p o p u la rly  kn o w n  as the B lack  M uslim s, w o r­
ships A lla h  as god and practices some r itu a l of the o rthodox  M us lim
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re lig ion , w ith  ce rta in  va ria tio n s  o f its  ow n, especia lly in  the sphere 
o f race.

I t  teaches th a t o r ig in a l man, w hen the w o rld  was a paradise, 
was b lack, and tha t w h ite  m an is a degenerate and in fe r io r  o ffshoot, 
destined to  ru le  the  w o r ld  fo r  6,000 years and then be destroyed. The 
6,000-year period is now  ending, and b lack  people can save them ­
selves fro m  the com ing catastrophe o n ly  by  w ith d ra w in g , by  separa t­
ing, from  the w h ite  m an and fo llo w in g  M uham m ad, the Messenger 
o f A lla h .

F rom  a s c ie n tific  s tandpo in t, B lack  M u s lim  m ytho log y  is no 
m ore and no less fan ta s tic  o r b iza rre  than o ther re lig ions. B u t the 
B lack  M us lim s are a m ovem ent as w e ll as a re lig iou s  group, p ro v id ­
in g  a k in d  o f haven and hope and sa lva tion  fo r  outcasts, encourage­
m en t a t se lf-re fo rm , b ro therhood  and s o lid a r ity  against a c rue l and 
oppressive w o rld .

I  am  not go ing to go in to  de ta ils  about the B lack M uslim s; you 
can f in d  p len ty  abou t i t  in  w r it in g . The p o in t is th a t M a lco lm  exp e r­
ienced a genuine re lig iou s  conversion in  prison , b e lie v in g  th a t E li ja h  
M uham m ad was a h o ly  man, and th a t the N a tion  o f Is lam  provided 
a pa th  o f sa lva tion  no t o n ly  fo r  h im  b u t fo r  his people.

W h ile  in  p rison th is  d ro p -o u t a fte r  the e igh th  grade began to 
educate h im se lf and lea rn  how  to speak and debate, so th a t he could 
pa rtic ip a te  m ore e ffe c tiv e ly  in  the m ovem ent a fte r  he got out. N o t 
kn o w in g  how  else to  proceed, he sta rted  w ith  a d ic tio n a ry , copying 
in to  a ta b le t a ll w ords be g inn ing  w ith  “ A ”  th a t m ig h t be he lp fu l. 
He was astonished to  f in d  so m any “ A ”  words, f i l l in g  a ta b le t w ith  
them  alone. He w en t th rou gh  to  “ Z ,”  and then, he w rite s , “ fo r  the 
f i r s t  tim e, I cou ld p ic k  up a book and a c tu a lly  understand w h a t the 
book was saying .”  The s to ry  speaks vo lum es about the  q u a lity  of 
education in  M ich iga n  —  and the U.S.

F ro m  then u n t i l  he le f t  prison , he spent a ll the tim e  he could 
in  the  lib ra ry , “ p ic k in g  up  some m ore books.”  W ith in  a few  years 
he was to  become the m ost respected debater in  the cou n try , ta k in g  
on one and a ll —  po litic ian s , college professors, jo u rn a lis ts , anyone, 
b lack  o r w h ite , bo ld  enough to  m eet h im .

T here  are trem endous rese rvo irs  o f ta le n t and even genius locked 
up in  the b lack  ghettos and w h ite  slums, among the masses —  w h ich  
can be set free and p u t to w o rk  w hen they acquire hope and purpose.

Organizing Ability
A fte r  s ix  years in  prison , w h en  M a lco lm  was 27, he w on a parole 

by  ge tting  a jo b  w ith  h is o ldest b ro th e r, W ilfre d , as a fu rn itu re  
salesman in  the D e tro it ghetto. T h a t was the sp ring  o f 1952. L a te r 
th a t yea r he trave led  to  Chicago to  hear E li ja h  M uham m ad, and he 
m et h im . He was accepted in to  the m ovem ent and g iven the name 
o f M a lco lm  X . He vo lun teered  h is  organ iz ing  services in  D e tro it, and 
d id  so w e ll th a t he was m ade assistant m in is te r o f the D e tro it mosque 
a fte r  the m em bersh ip had tr ip le d .

A t  the end o f 1953 he w e n t to Chicago to  liv e  w ith  M uham m ad 
and be tra in ed  b y  h im  fo r  some m onths. M uham m ad sent h im  to 
P h ila de lph ia , w h ic h  had no mosque; in  less than th ree  m onths a 
mosque had been fo rm ed . He was ob v io us ly  a m an o f unusua l ta len t, 
energy and devotion. M uham m ad p icked h im  to head the m ovem ent 
in  N ew  Y o rk , and he w e n t back to  H a rle m  in  1954, be fore he was 
30 years o ld. In  a fe w  sho rt years h is w o rk  helped to  tra n s fo rm  the 
B la ck  M us lim s fro m  a v ir tu a lly  unno ticed to  a n a tio n a lly  ve ry  w e ll 
kno w n  organ iza tion ; and he h im se lf had become one o f the c o u n try ’s 
m ost noted figu res, one o f the m ost desired speakers on the  n a tio n ’s 
campuses, and the ob ject o f ad m ira tio n  b y  the m ost m il ita n t  you th .

B efo re  proceeding ch rono log ica lly , I  w a n t to  say a fe w  words 
about M a lco lm  as a p u b lic  speaker. I  am  no t an e xp e rt in  th is  fie ld , 
and I hope somebody w ho  is w i l l  m ake a s tud y  o f it .  T here  is ce r­
ta in ly  p le n ty  o f m a te ria l, thanks to  the fac t tha t m any o f h is ta lks  
were taped and are re a d ily  ava ilab le .

H is  speaking s ty le  was un ique  —  p la in , d ire c t lik e  an arrow , 
devoid o f f lo w e ry  tr im m in g . He used m etaphors and figu res  o f speech 
th a t were lean and s im ple, rooted in  the o rd in a ry , d a ily  experience 
o f h is audiences. He kne w  w h a t the masses th in k  and how  they 
feel, th e ir  s trengths and weaknesses. He reached r ig h t  in to  th e ir  m inds 
and hearts w ith o u t w asting  a w o rd ; and he never tr ie d  to f la t te r  
them . Despite an e x tra o rd in a ry  a b il i ty  to m ove and arouse his lis te n ­
ers, h is  m a in  appeal was to  reason, n o t to  em otion.

T h is  is tru e  even abou t speeches w here he was p resen ting  ideas 
th a t he had abandoned in  the las t yea r o f h is life , such as the last 
g reat speech he made as a B la ck  M u s lim  —  his speech to the Grass 
Roots Conference in  D e tro it in  N ovem ber, 1963, w h ich  is on sale 
fro m  the A fro -A m e ric a n  B roadcasting  and R ecord ing Co. I t  is one 
o f his best speeches, a lthough  I repeat i t  does no t re fle c t h is th in k in g  
a t the  end, and w o rth  lis te n in g  and re - lis te n in g  to, because o f the 
q u a litie s  I  have been t ry in g  to  p in p o in t; and because h is m a in  appeal 
was to  reason, he was the ve ry  opposite o f a demagogue, the ve ry  
opposite o f w h a t the  kep t press ca lled  h im .

I t  was also a s ty le  v e ry  d iffe re n t fro m  E lija h  M uham m ad’s. I  
don ’t  mean on ly  th a t M a lco lm  com m anded the weapons o f w i t  and 
hum or, w h ich  are a lien  to M uham m ad. M uham m ad ’s appeal was to 
fa ith , to  a u th o r ity  (d iv in e  a u th o r ity ) ,  to  the  he rea fte r; M a lc o lm ’s 
appeal was to reason, to log ic ; i t  dea lt w ith  the rea l and the present, 
even w hen he was expound ing  M uham m ad ’s line . To be ab le to lis te n  
to M uham m ad fo r  any leng th  o f tim e  you had to be a be liever, con­
v inced in  advance, w h ile  M a lco lm  seemed to  achieve his greatest 
success w ith  non-M uslim s.

These fe w  rem arks abou t M a lco lm  as speaker arc a d m itte d ly  in ­
adequate; I  m ake them  on ly  in  the hope o f in te re s tin g  someone m ore 
q u a lif ie d  than I  to  s tud y  and w r ite  abou t it .  I  w anted on ly  to  convey 
the idea th a t the re  ra re ly  has been a m an in  A m erica  be tte r able 
to com m unica te ideas to  the  m ost oppressed people; and th a t th is  was 
no t ju s t a m a tte r o f technique, w h ic h  can be learned and app lied  in 
any s itu a tio n  b y  a lm ost anybody, b u t th a t i t  was the  ra re  case of 
a m an in  closest com m union w ith  the oppressed, able to  speak to 
them  because he spoke fo r  them , because he id e n tifie d  h im se lf w ith  
them , an au then tic  expression o f th e ir  yea rn ing  fo r  freedom , a true  
p roduc t o f th e ir  g ro w th  in  the  same w ay th a t L e n in  was a p roduct 
o f the  Russian people.

Split With Muhammad
W e come now  to  the  end o f the  second pe riod  o f M a lco lm ’s life , 

1963, and the s p lit  w ith  M uham m ad w h ich  was consum m ated in  
M arch , 1964. The yea r 1963 was a yea r o f s t ir r in g  and m ovem ent in  
the  Negro strugg le , w ith  hundreds o f thousands in  the  streets; the 
yea r th a t the  s trugg le  m oved fro m  the  South to  the N o rth e rn  ghettos, 
w here  the  B la ck  M us lim s w ere  strongest. I t  was n o t ye t a re vo lu tio n , 
b u t a p re lude  to  re v o lu tio n a ry  struggles. T h is  was the  s itu a tio n  th a t 
sharpened a d ilem m a and then produced a cris is  in  the B la ck  M uslim s.
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B y  th e ir  m il ita n t  stance, they  had helped to  push o th e r Negro o r­
ganizations to  the le ft. T h is  was th e ir  pos itive  co n trib u tio n . B u t they 
were  on the  sidelines o f the  struggle, n o t pa rtic ip an ts . T hey  ta lked  
in angry  tones, b u t d id  n o th in g  w hen non-M uslim  Negroes w ere  under 
a ttack. They w ere separated no t on ly  fro m  w h ites  b u t fro m  Negro 
m ilita n ts .

Am ong the members, younger and less conserva tive  than in  the 
pre -M alco lm  period, signs cou ld  be detected o f a desire to  get in to  
the ba ttle , to  pass fro m  propaganda to  action. M uham m ad tr ie d  to 
a lla y  the  fe rm en t; one exam ple was his ca ll, a t the  organ iza tion ’s 
n a tion a l conven tion  in  F eb ru a ry , 1963, fo r  independent b lack  p o lit i­
ca l action. B u t he soon pu lle d  back fro m  th is  and o th e r moves th a t 
m ig h t have d ra w n  the B la ck  M uslim s ou t o f th e ir  abstentionism . 
W hen the  Freedom  N ow  P a rty  was started  s ix  m onths la te r, he re­
fused to  endorse i t  o r le t the  m em bers jo in .

The occasion fo r  the  s p lit  was a re m a rk  made by M a lco lm  a fte r 
K ennedy ’s death in  N ovem ber, 1963, fo llo w e d  by M uham m ad’s s ilenc­
ing  o f M a lco lm  w ith  a v ir tu a l «-uspe tha t was h u m ilia t in g  and
de lib e ra te ly  in tended to be humiliating.  B u t th is  was o n ly  the occa­
sion, no t the cause. The basic fa c to r beh ind  the s p lit  was the  g ro w th  
o f m ilita n c y  and mass action  in  the Negro com m un ity , and the  d if ­
fe re n t w ays in  w h ic h  the  tw o  m a in  tendencies in  the B la ck  M uslim s 
w anted to  respond to  the masses kno ck in g  on the doors o f th e ir  
mosques.

There  is an in s tru c tiv e  re la tio n  between the w ay M a lco lm  came 
in to  the  B la ck  M us lim s and the w a y  he le ft.  He tu rne d  to  them  fro m  
a state o f iso la tion , no t o n ly  the phys ica l iso la tion  o f prison, b u t an 
a lien a tio n  fro m  society ge ne ra lly  and fro m  his ow n people as w e ll. 
H is  years in  the B la ck  M us lim s  had been good fo r  the organ iza tion , 
and they w ere good fo r  h im . H e had trave led  a ll over the c o u n try  
as M uham m ad’s ch ie f troub le-shooter, and he knew  the ghetto na­
tio n a lly  as no one else d id . H is  v is ion  had broadened, h is in te rests had 
w idened.

He entered the  B lack  M us lim s because he was alone and lost, 
and he le ft, you cou ld say, because now  he was in  closest touch w ith  
the Negro people, a ttuned to  th e ir  needs and w ants m ore than the 
B lack  M us lim s w ere  o r w an ted  h im  to be; because he was becom ing 
the spokesman o f a g ro w in g  m u ltitu d e  lo o k in g  fo r  a new  road; be­
cause he had found  a new  role, o r ra th e r because a new ro le  had 
been th ru s t upon h im , w h ic h  his w ho le  l i fe ’s experience to ld  h im  
he had to accept, how ever d i f f ic u lt  i t  w o u ld  be.

I t  cou ld no t have been an easy decision. Consider the  c ircu m ­
stances: 38 years o ld ; a w ife  and several dependent c h ild re n ; a secure 
post, re la t iv e ly  w e ll pa id, hom e prov ided , car p rov ided , expenses; 
g reat p restige ; a pos ition  in  an o rgan iza tion  second in  a u th o r ity  to 
a m an in  h is la te  s ix ties  w h o  was no t in  good hea lth . Some men in  
h is place w o u ld  have taken the  easy w a y  —  keep qu ie t, do as you 
are to ld , stay ou t o f the lin e  of nend y o u r fences, and w a it.
T h a t’s the A m erican  w a y  —  in  b u    governm ent, church, fra te rn a l
and la b o r circles.

Essence of the Change
B u t M a lco lm  was no t th a t k in d  o f man. He had been d is tu rbed 

to see th a t M uham m ad and some o f h is m in is te rs  were, lik e  o ther 
preachers o f pu rita n ism , n o t l iv in g  in  accord w ith  the s tr ic t  p u r ita n ­
ica l code the y  prescribed fo r  the  rank-and-file  B la ck  M uslim s. He 
tr ie d  to  ove rlook  th ings l ik e  th is  —  his eyes w ere  m a in ly  tu rned  to 
the  outside w o r ld  o f the  b road  Negro strugg le . He was no t the on ly  
m in is te r w ho knew  th a t new , bo lder and m ore active  po lic ies w ere 
needed i f  the  B la ck  M us lim s w ere to f u l f i l l  th e ir  rea l respons ib ilities  
to the  Negro people. B u t th e  o th e r m in is te rs  w ho  recognized the  need 
fo r  change —  they p layed i t  safe. They w e ren ’t  M a lco lm  X .

M a lco lm  had w h a t can be called a second re -b ir th  e a rly  in  1964 
w hen he decided h is  p lace was w ith  the Negro masses m ore than 
w ith  M uham m ad’s organ iza tion . As a B la ck  M u s lim  leader, he had 
re jected c o rru p t A m erican  society. N ow  he passed fro m  m ere ly  re ­
je c tin g  i t  (a negative, passive po s itio n ) to  re b e llin g  against i t  and 
o rgan iz ing  to  change i t  (a pos itive , ac tive  p o s it io n ). T h a t was the  es­
sence o f the change.

Some u ltra - le fts  in  th e  Negro co m m u n ity  d id  no t understand 
th is  and ta lke d  condescendingly about M a lco lm ’s becom ing “ w e ak”  
o r “ so ft.”  B u t the  A m e rica n  ru l in g  class and its  spokesmen un de r­
stood w h a t was happen ing, and they  w ere m ore  ho s tile  to  h im  a fte r 
the  s p lit  tha n  before. A n d  th e y  had g rea te r reason to hate and fea r 
h im  a fte r  he set ou t to  b u ild  a new     m e n t. T h a t is w hy , as W ill ia m
F. W arde puts it ,  he “ was c ru c if ic    t he pa id  press long  before he 
was m a rty re d  b y  the  assassin’s bu lle ts .”

W e have heard  the  expression, “ the  new  M a lco lm  X .”  I t  is ap­
p ro p ria te  in  some ways, m is lead ing  in  others. Some o f h is  ideas d id

change s ta rtin g  last M arch , bu t others d id  not. L e t us at least m en­
tion  the la tte r  before e xa m in ing  the  fo rm er.

T ha t Negroes can get th e ir  freedom  on ly  by fig h tin g  fo r  it ;
T h a t the  governm ent is a rac is t governm ent and is no t go ing to 

g ra n t freedom ;
T h a t g radua lism , the p rog ram  o f the libe ra ls , w h ite  and b lack, 

is n o t the road to  eq u a lity ;
T h a t U ncle Toms m ust be exposed and opposed;
T h a t Negroes m ust re ly  on them selves and con tro l th e ir  own 

s trugg le ;
T h a t Negroes m ust de te rm ine  th e ir  ow n s tra tegy and tactics;
T h a t Negroes m ust select th e ir  ow n leaders.
—  These are ideas th a t M a lco lm  be lieved before he le ft  the B lack 

M uslim s, and th a t he s t i l l  be lieved the  day he died. 
In  approaching the im m ense ly d i f f ic u lt  and exhausting  jo b  of 

b u ild in g  a new  m ovem ent, in  opposition to  new  as w e ll as o ld  ene­
mies —  a task w h ich  rad ica ls  should best be able to  understand and 
sym path ize w ith  —  M a lco lm  showed fro m  the s ta rt th a t he d id  no t 
w an t m e re ly  a rep lica  o f the B la ck  M u s lim  s truc tu re  p lus some m od i­
fica tio ns  in  po licy . He w anted a d iffe re n t k in d  o f organ iza tion , w ith  
a d iffe re n t k in d  o f re la tio n  between the  leaders and ranks.

The B lack  M uslim s b u ilt  e v e ry th in g  around a m ystique  o f leader­
ship, fa ith  in  and subm ission to a d iv in e , a ll-w is e  ch ie f. T h a t M a lco lm  
w anted som eth ing ra d ic a lly  d iffe re n t cou ld  be seen fro m  the state­
m en t he made a t h is f ir s t  press conference a fte r  the  sp lit. He denied 
th a t he was “ e xp e rt in  any p a rtic u la r  f ie ld .”  H e ca lled  fo r  he lp  in  
the fo rm  o f ideas and suggestions fro m  a ll quarters, especia lly s tu ­
dents, w h ite  o r b lack.

He no t o n ly  accepted advice, b u t sought it .  He no t on ly  in v ite d  
c r it ic is m , b u t welcom ed it .  I  am aw are o f one such case personally. 
I  never m et M a lco lm  or saw h im  in  person, b u t I w ro te  m any artic les  
about h im , m ost o f them  sup po rting  and de fend ing  h im . I t  was ty p ­
ica l o f h im , I  th in k , th a t the  o n ly  one o f these a rtic les  about w h ich  
he sent m e a message o f apprec ia tion  was the one th a t was most 
c r it ic a l o f some im p lica tio n s  in  a speech he had made.

W hen he read som eth ing use fu l o r p e rtin e n t to  the problem s o f 
h is organ iza tion , he w o u ld  go ou t o f h is w a y  to  get copies fo r  his 
fe llo w  leaders so th a t the y  cou ld  read and th in k  about i t  and develop 
in fo rm e d  and co llec tive  a ttitudes. On the day he was k ille d , he was 
scheduled to  present fo r  discussion h is ideas on the p rogram  o f the 
O rgan iza tion  o f A fro -A m e rica n  U n ity . I t  is  p la in  th a t he was t ry in g  
to  b u ild  a fa r  m ore dem ocra tic  o rgan iza tion  and a fa r  m ore co llec tive  
leadersh ip  than the B la ck  M uslim s ever dream ed of. T h is  is ev iden t 
also fro m  the fa c t th a t he d id  n o t fea r to  associate w ith  rad ica ls  and 
refused to  ba r them  fro m  the o rgan iza tion , despite the discontent 
o f some o f the m ore  conserva tive  members.

Thinking for Himself
M alco lm ’s courage was no t o n ly  physica l, b u t in te lle c tu a l. We 

can appreciate its  m agn itude  on ly  i f  w e f u l ly  understand the degree of 
h is dependence on and sub o rd ina tion  to  M uham m ad before the sp lit. 
F o r m ore than  12 years, fo r  m ost o f h is  a d u lt life ,  he had been to  
M uham m ad lik e  a son to  a fa th e r —  no, m ore than  tha t, fo r  few  sons 
are so v o lu n ta r ily  and so long  obedient. A n d  then, w ith  v e ry  l i t t le  
advance notice, he was on his ow n. Three days before h is death he 
to ld  a New Y o rk  T im es  in te rv ie w e r:

“ I  was the  spokesman fo r  the  B la ck  M uslim s. I  be lieved in  E li ja h  
M uham m ad m ore s tro n g ly  than C h ris tian s  do in  Jesus. I  be lieved in  
h im  so s trong ly  th a t m y  m ind , m y  body, m y  voice func tioned  100% 
fo r  h im  and the  m ovem ent. M y  b e lie f led others to be lieve.”  In  con­
tras t, he con tinued , “ I  fee l lik e  a m an w ho  has been asleep some­
w h a t and under someone else’s con tro l. I  fee l w h a t I ’m  th in k in g  and 
saying  now  is fo r  m yse lf. Before, i t  was fo r  and by the  gu idance of 
E li ja h  M uham m ad. N ow  I  th in k  w ith  m y  ow n m ind , s ir .”

T o  th in k  w ith  h is  ow n m in d  —  th a t is w h a t a l l the  forces at the 
com m and o f the ru l in g  class in  th is  c o u n try  are organized to  d is­
courage and p re ven t the  Negro fro m  doing. Y ou  need in te lle c tu a l as 
w e ll as phys ica l courage to th in k  and say th ings  fo r  you rse lf, to th in k  
new  thoughts, to  search ou t ideas th a t have been fo rb idd en  by  the 
ru lin g  class, to  seek them  am ong the  M au  M au in  K enya  o r the Sim- 
bas in  the  Congo. T h a t is the  tru e  m a rk  o f an open, honest and free 
m in d  —  and o f a re v o lu tio n a ry  leader.

M a lco lm  rem a ined a be lie ve r in  Is lam  a fte r  the s p lit  w ith  M u ­
ham m ad, b u t i t  was in  the  o ff ic ia l and o rthodox  Is la m  a fte r his t r ip  
to Mecca las t year. He pra ised M uham m ad even as he le ft  his organ­
iza tion , th in k in g  o r hop ing  th a t fr ic t io n  w ith  the B la ck  M uslim s 
cou ld  be avoided w h ile  he tu rne d  his a tten tion  to  the broad Negro 
strugg le . W ith  the advantage o f h inds igh t, we can see th is  hope was 
un founded. A n  independent m ovem ent o f the  M a lco lm  X  type was a 
th re a t to  every  vested in te res t in  the  cou n try , to  every  p riv ile ge d  
h ie ra rch y . A n d  i t  d id  no t take long  fo r  M uham m ad to  launch ru th ­
less and slanderous a ttacks designed to iso late M a lco lm , because he 
feared th a t o therw ise  he w o u ld  be deserted by h is ow n m em bers. P e r­
haps M a lco lm  m ig h t s t i l l  be a live  i f  he had rea lized fro m  the s ta rt 
how  m uch he im p e rile d  the status quo, and had acted and prepared 
d iffe re n tly . T h is  we don’t  know , can’t  know . ,

M a lco lm  be lieved in  b lack  u n ity  a fte r as w e ll as before the  sp lit. 
B u t as a B la ck  M us lim , w h a t he m eant and had to  mean was b lack 
u n ity  unde r the leadership and con tro l o f M uham m ad, and w ith  u n ­
question ing  acceptance o f h is re lig iou s  dogmas and d isc ip line . The 
k in d  o f b lack  u n ity  M a lco lm  sought a fte r  the  s p lit  was the u n ity  o f 
a ll Negroes, w h a teve r th e ir  re lig ions, w h a teve r th e ir  philosophies, 
so long as the y  w ere  ready to f ig h t  fo r  freedom .

I t  was a m ovem ent aw ay fro m  re lig iou s  secta rian ism  tow a rd  non­
sectarian mass action. B u t th is  a im  could no t be fu lf i l le d  b y  h is  f ir s t  
o rgan iza tiona l step a t the  tim e  o f the s p lit  —  the fou nd ing  o f the 
M u s lim  Mosque, Inc. A s a re lig iou s  o rgan iza tion , i t  w o u ld  obv ious ly  
be lim ite d  in  its  appeal. M a lco lm  soon corrected th is  by  fo rm in g  the 
broad O rgan iza tion  Of A fro -A m e ric a n  U n ity . The selection o f a re lig ious  
group f ir s t  showed how  closely he was tied  to  his past even one year 
ago; the  a d d itio n  o f the O A A U  n o t m any weeks la te r  showed how  
ra p id ly  he was ab le to transcend the lim ita t io n s  ca rried  over fro m  his 
past. 

The Question of Self-Defense
W e m ust spend some tim e  on the  issue o f self-defense, or, as 

the press ca lled it, “ v io lence.”  W e have to  spend it ,  a lthough the t ru th  
is so obvious, because the press centered th e ir  a ttacks around th is  
issue.

M a lco lm  a lw ays was fo r  self-defense —  in  h is teens, w hen he was 
p a rt o f the  u n d e rw o rld ; w hen he was a B la ck  M u s lim ; and in  h is  last 
year. In  each o f these three periods, how ever, the  idea had a d iffe re n t 
con tent fo r  h im . The B la ck  M us lim s say you have the  r ig h t  to  defend

you rse lf w hen attacked, and th a t th is  r ig h t is g ranted by  A lla h  and 
his messenger. M a lco lm  va lida ted  the r ig h t on p o lit ic a l and cons titu ­
t io n a l grounds; he b ro ug h t i t  dow n fro m  heaven to earth . The B la ck  
M us lim s defend themselves, b u t M a lco lm  w e n t fu r th e r  and said a ll 
Negroes should defend them selves; w ith  h im  the r ig h t  became specific, 
concrete and p ractica l. The d iffe rence  was apparent w hen M uham m ad’s 
f ir s t  a ttack on M a lco lm  revo lved  around M a lco lm ’s advocacy o f de fen­
s ive r i f le  clubs.

Seeing m any students in  the audience, I sha ll t r y  to  convey m y 
p o in t th is  w ay. L e t me suggest th a t one o r several of you prepare  a 
research paper on the sub ject: “ H o w  the  Press Reported M a lco lm  
X ’s V iew s on V io lence.”  I t  w o u ld  be ve ry  en ligh ten ing . I t  w o u ld  g ive  
you in s igh t, th rough  one exam ple, o f the w ay 99% o f the A m erican  
people get the “ in fo rm a tio n ”  on the  basis o f w h ich  they  fo rm  th e ir  
ideas. I t  w o u ld  il lu m in a te  m ore than the sing le exam ple; i t  w o u ld  
revea l some basic fea tu res o f A m erican  society as a w ho le  and how 
i t  is con tro lled  th rou gh  propaganda posing as news o r fact.

As a m odel fo r  such a research paper on M a lco lm  and vio lence, 
I  recom m end a recent book ca lled A  C u rta in  o f Ignorance  by F e lix  
Greene, a jo u rn a lis t fa m il ia r  w ith  China. W ha t i t  does is com pare the 
facts abou t Ch ina w ith  w h a t the  A m erican  press has been w r it in g  
about C h ina fo r  the past 15 years. The resu lt is  devastating. I  w i l l  
read b u t one exam ple:

In  1963 M ao T se -tung  issued, at the suggestion o f R obert F. W il­
liam s, a s tatem ent on ra c ia l d isc r im in a tio n  in  the U.S. The key  sen­
tence said:

“ I c a ll upon the w o rke rs , peasants, re v o lu tio n a ry  in te lle c tua ls , 
en ligh tened elem ents o f the  bourgeoisie, and o th e r en ligh tened  per­
sons o f a l l colors, w h ite , b lack, ye llow , b row n , etc., to  u n ite  to  op­
pose ra c ia l d is c r im in a tio n  practiced  by  U.S. im p e ria lis m  and to  sup­
p o rt the  A m erican  Negroes in  th e ir  s trugg le  against ra c ia l d isc r im ­
in a tio n .”

H ere  is how  the C h ris tia n  C e n tu ry  (and m any o ther pu b lica tions  
in  th is  c o u n try ) described th a t sta tem ent:

“ A  sum m ons to  colored peoples to  u n ite  in  w a r against the w h ite  
race was issued fro m  P ek ing  in  the  name o f M ao Tse-tung. H is  ca ll 
fo r  w o r ld w id e  ra c ia l w a r re flec ts  a degree o f hate and desperation 
w h ich  can on ly  be described as psychotic .”

The w r ite r  o f m y  proposed research paper w i l l  f in d  G reene’s 
book use fu l because e xa c tly  the same m ethod was used w ith  M a lco lm ’s 
statem ents on vio lence. A n d  its  use was no m ore accidenta l in  one 
case than in  the other.

Those o f you w ho  heard M a lco lm  kno w  th a t he d id  n o t advocate 
v io lence; he advocated th a t Negroes defend them selves w hen attacked. 
He said i t  100 tim es, he said i t  1,000 tim es. H e said th a t he was op­
posed to v io lence and w anted  to  stop it ,  and th a t Negroes cou ld  con­
t r ib u te  to  s topping i t  by  le tt in g  the attackers kn o w  they w o u ld  defend 
themselves. He cou ld have said i t  1,000,000 tim es and the readers o f 
the A m erican  press s t i l l  w o u ld  no t have kn o w n  the  tru th .

The Times' Editorial
Take the N.Y. Tim es. T h is  is supposed to  be the best d a ily  paper 

in  the coun try , in  the w o rld . U rbane, sophisticated, lib e ra l on ce rta in  
c iv il- lib e rt ie s  and c iv il- r ig h ts  questions. B u t i t  hated M a lco lm  w ith  a 
fu ry  I  cannot reco llec t i t  show ing  to  anyone else in  the 30 years I  have 
been read ing  it. The m ask slipped the day M a lco lm  was k il le d , and 
the ug ly  face o f A m erican  cap ita lism  showed th rou gh  in  the  e d ito r ia l 
th a t appeared the n e x t m o rn ing . There  is  a L a t in  saying: Speak n o ­
th in g  bu t good abou t the dead. T he  Tim es’ approach to M a lco lm  was; 
Speak no th in g  good abou t the dead, and i f  you m ust, tw is t i t  to m ake  
i t  look bad.

“ H e was a case h is to ry , as w e ll as an e x tra o rd in a ry  and tw is te d  
man, tu rn in g  m any tru e  g ifts  to  e v il purpose,”  says the Tim es  e d ito r ia l,  
( “ Case h is to ry ”  and “ tw is te d ”  is th e ir  w ay  o f saying M a lco lm  was 
m e n ta lly  unbalanced. So he was insane, and e v il to boot.)

“ . . . h is ru th less and fa n a tica l b e lie f in  v io lence . . . m arked h im  
fo r  fam e, and fo r  a v io le n t end.”  So his alleged be lie f is lin k e d  to  h is  
death, in  some k in d  o f cause-and-e ffec t re la tio n  he was respons ib le -fo r 
h is ow n m urde r.

“ . . .  he d id  no t seek to f i t  in to  society o r in to  the  li fe  o f h is ow n 
people . . . The w o rld  he saw th rou gh  those h o rn -r im m e d  glasses o f 
h is  was d is to rted  and da rk . B u t he made i t  d a rke r s t i l l  w ith  h is  ex ­
a lta tio n  o f fana tic ism . Y este rday someone came ou t o f th a t darkness 
th a t he spawned and k il le d  h im .”  (T he  darkness th a t he spawned! So 
M a lco lm  was no t o n ly  m ad and e v il, he also possessed m ag ica l pow er 
—  he made h im se lf lo ok  lik e  39, b u t he m ust have been a t least 350 
years o ld  to  have “ spawned”  ra c ia l v io lence .) The e d ito r ia l concludes 
w ith  the m agnanim ous concession th a t the m u rd e r “ dem ands an in ­
vestiga tion .”  N o t because i t  was a c r im in a l act, b u t because i t  “ could 
easily  touch o f f  a w a r o f vengeance o f the k in d  he h im s e lf fom ented.”

Now  w h y  is this? Suppose th a t I, a so-called w h ite  man, o r any 
w h ite  person, w en t d o w n to w n  and stood on a box and said, “ W h ite  
people should defend them selves w hen attacked.”  W ou ld  I  be branded 
an advocate o f v io lence, a rac is t o r a fanatic?  No, the w o rs t I  w o u ld  
be ca lled  w o u ld  be a nu t.

A n d  i f  a w h ite  person got up  there  a fte r  me and said, “ W h ite  peo­
p le  should defend th e ir  in te rests w hen the y  are attacked in  Cuba o r 
V ie tn am  by sending invas ion  arm ies o r 160 bom bers,”  w o u ld  the  press 
condem n h im  as a fom en te r o f vio lence, o r a rac is t fanatic?  No, some 
w o u ld  say, “ O f course, i t  goes w ith o u t saying,”  and others w o u ld  
declare, “ T h a t m an belongs in  the W h ite  House.”  The W h ite  House, 
no t the  nuthouse.

W ha t is the  d iffe rence? The d iffe re nce  is th a t b lack  people, no t 
w h ites , are be ing  attacked o r are sub ject to  a ttack. A n d  the v e ry  
tho ugh t o f someone encouraging Negroes to  defend them selves makes 
the apologists fo r  A m erican  rac ism  see red, o r b lack. So m uch so th a t 
the y  can h a rd ly  w o rk  up the pretense th a t they are in  an y  w a y  u n ­
happy abou t M a lco lm ’s m u rd e r. T h is  d iffe re nce  shows beyond doub t 
how  perm eated w ith  rac ism  th is  c o u n try  and its  press are. The  o n ly  
o th e r c o u n try  in  the  w o r ld  w ith  such phobias and psychoses is South 
A fr ic a .

I t  is too bad th a t so m uch tim e  has to  be spent e x p la in in g  such 
obvious tru ths , because M a lco lm ’s stand on th is  issue was n o t the  cen­
t ra l p a r t o f h is ph ilosophy —  ju s t the m ost con trove rs ia l. I t  was an 
indispensab le p a rt o f h is  p rogram , fo r  how  can anyone expect to  w in  
freedom  unless he is w i l l in g  to  defend his person, r ig h ts  and p ro p e rty  
against v io lence designed to  te rro rize  and silence him ? B u t i t  was no t 
a cen tra l pa rt, and is not, by its e lf, the so lu tion  to  the N egro ’s p ro b ­
lems. Even w hen Negroes organize fo r  self-defense, as the y  should 
and in e v ita b ly  w i l l ,  the y  w i l l  s t i l l  no t be free, because in e q u a lity  is 
b u ilt  in to  th is  society, in  eve ry  w a rp  and w oof; the  system  its e lf  exudes 
and perpetuates in e q u a lity .

(To be concluded next week)

MALCOLM X: THE MAN AND HIS IDEAS
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Manifesto of Fourth International

‘Help the Vietnamese Revolution!’
[T he following is the tex t of a 

manifesto issued in  Paris by the 
U nited  Secretariat of the Fourth  
international, the w orld -w ide o r­
ganization of revolutionary social­
ists founded in 1938 by Leon T ro t­
sky.]

Each day the  aim s o f the  c r im ­
in a l aggression o f A m e rica n  im ­
p e ria lis m  against the V ietnam ese 
re v o lu tio n  and the D em ocratic  
R epub lic  o f V ie tn am  b e c o m e  
cleare r.

F o r  a t im e  i t  was c la im ed th a t 
“ rep risa ls ”  w ere  be ing ca rried  ou t 
fo r  ra ids  b y  the  South V ietnam ese 
freedom  fig h te rs  on A m erican  
m il i ta r y  bases im p lan ted  in  th e ir  
cou n try . T h is  p re te x t has now  
been abandoned. A m erican  planes 
are co n tin u in g  to  bom b tow ns, v i l ­
lages and po rts  in  the D em ocra tic  
R epub lic  o f V ie tnam . A m erican  
m arines have now  been com m itted  
fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e  as g round  troops 
against the  South V ie tn am  fre e ­
dom  figh te rs . The U.S. Seventh 
F le e t is be ing  readied fo r  de p loy ­
m e n t against the shores o f N o rth  
V ie tn a m  in  o rd e r to  b lockade its  
po rts  and cu t o f f  its  coastal 
sh ipp ing .

Thus the Pentagon’s b lu e p r in t 
fo r  e x te nd ing  th e  c o n flic t is be ing 
m e th o d ica lly  c a rrie d  out, as is 
open ly  p roc la im ed  in  the  A m e r­
ica n  press. The a im  is  to  progres­
s iv e ly  th ro w  the f u l l  w e ig h t o f 
American im p e ria lism  in to  the  
ba lance in  hope o f h a ilin g  the de­
ve lop m en t o f the V ietnam ese re v ­
o lu tio n .

I t  is  o f l i t t le  m om en t w h e the r 
t he  Sta te  D e pa rtm e n t is s im u lta n e - 
ous ly  pu rsu ing  a “ secret”  design 
to  com pel the  D em ocra tic  R epub lic  
of V ie tnam  to  “ nego tia te” ; fo r  
W ash ing ton refuses to  recognize 
t h e South V ie tnam ese N a tion a l 
L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t as the le g itim a te  
rep resen ta tive  o f the South V ie t­
namese people. W ashington is 
b ra n d ish in g  over bo th  the fre e ­
dom  fig h te rs  o f South V ie tnam  
and the governm ent o f N o rth  
V ie tn a m  its  crush ing  m il ita ry  
su p e rio r ity  and the th re a t o f 
p lu n g in g  the w o rld  in to  a nuclear 
C onflic t; and i t  has repea ted ly 
m ade c lear th a t the on ly  basis i t  
considers “ acceptable”  fo r  nego­
t ia t io n  is the “ w ith d ra w a l”  o f the 
freedom  fig h te rs  fro m  the te r r ito ry  
o f th e ir  ow n coun try .

M alcolm  X

I t  is barefaced im p e ria lis t p ro ­
paganda w o rth y  o f a Goebbels to 
m a in ta in  th a t the  the partisans of 
the  N a tion a l L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t are 
“ fo re ign  troops”  and no t genuine 
re vo lu tio n is ts  n u rtu re d  b y  the  
South V ietnam ese people the m ­
selves, the best representatives o f 
the  peasants and w o rke rs  w ho  
rose in  re v o lt against the  la n d ­
lo rds  and com prador bourgeoisie 
and th e ir  p o lic y  o f sup po rting  —  
w ith  the a id  o f the m oney and 
guns o f a fo re ign  pow er —  the 
b loody d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the D iem s 
and the no t less b loody  d ic ta to r­
sh ip o f the  generals w ho  suc­
ceeded them !

A s i f  a re v o lu tio n  m ounted by  
the  broad mass o f the people, 
w h ic h  has to rn  n in e -te n th s  o f its  
arm s fro m  the hands o f the  foe, 
could be to ld  to “ p lay  dead”  o r 
“ g ive  u p ”  a t a s igna l fro m  H anoi, 
P eking, M oscow or anyw here  else!

M ost serious o f a l l in  th is  in ­
c reas ing ly  dangerous s itua tion  is 
the  apa thy w h ic h  the  leaderships 
o f the  p r in c ip a l w o rke rs ’ states 
d isp la y  in  face o f the s tep -by-s tep  
“ esca la tion”  o f U.S. m il i ta r y  in ­
te rve n tio n  in  Southeast Asia.

U p  to now  the  K re m lin  o ff ic ia ls  
and the C om m unis t P a rty  leader­
ships la rg e ly  un de r th e ir  in flue nce  
o r co n tro l have deplored the  
A m erican  aggressions as a “ se ri­
ous th re a t to  the  conso lida tion  o f 
peace.”  W h a t “ conso lida tion” ? 
W h a t “ peace” ? The o n ly  peace to  
be found  th rou gh  conso lida tion  o f 
the m il ita ry  aggression and coun­
te r- re v o lu tio n a ry  actions o f im ­
p e ria lism  is the  peace o f the grave 
and s lavery. The peoples o f the 
w o r ld  o f today w i l l  neve r ac­
quiesce, no m a tte r w h a t the re ­
fusa l costs them.

T h is  is a g reat new  fa c t in  w o r ld  
re a lity  w h ic h  everyone w h o  w ants 
peace m ust take as basic in  w o rk ­
in g  ou t an in te rn a tio n a l p o licy  
a im ed a t a ve rtin g  W o rld  W ar I I I  
and a nuc lea r holocaust.

The governm ent o f the People’s 
R epub lic  o f C h ina appears a t the  
m om ent to  be m ost concerned 
about p in n in g  on M oscow the 
blam e fo r  a possible de feat o f the 
re v o lu tio n  in  V ie tnam . B u t unless 
P ek ing  its e lf acts, its  course can 
be in te rp re te d  as “ keep ing hands 
o f f "  w h ile  the Pentagon moves 
ahead. T he  shou ting  a t M oscow 
w ou ld  then look  lik e  n o th in g  b u t

phrasem ongering d e s i g n e d  to 
cover up a be traya l. No m a tte r 
how  correc t P ek ing ’s c ritic ism s  o f 
M oscow m ay be, i t  has its  ow n 
respons ib ilitie s  in  the s itua tion , in ­
c lu d in g  the defense o f the new 
China.

The governm ent o f the People’s 
R epub lic  o f C h ina w o u ld  do be t­
te r  to  o ffe r  to  K h ru sh ch e v ’s he irs  
a jo in t  p u b lic  com m itm e n t to  p ro ­
tec t the com m on in terests o f the 
tw o  w o rke rs ’ states, and those o f 
the  soc ia lis t re vo lu tion , in  South­
east Asia . T hen le t the  w o rke rs  
o f the  w o r ld  judge  the  response!

T here  are some w h o  have been 
taken in  b y  the propaganda of 
A m erican  im p e ria lism  w h ich  aims 
a t conv inc ing  its  c u rre n t and p ro ­
spective v ic tim s  th a t unless the 
Pentagon m ilita r is ts  are m eek ly  
g ran ted  w h a t they  w ant, then you 
can expect them  to  s ta rt a n u ­
c lear w a r, even i f  i t  means the 
u tte r  destruction  o f the  U n ited  
States.

H o w  l i t t le  these eas ily  im ­
pressed “ experts ”  understand the 
rea l n a tu re  o f the W ash ing ton 
“ haw ks” ; or, m ore p ro p e rly , “ v u l­
tures.”  One o f the reasons th e ir  
“ escalation”  is proceeding step by  
step is to  c a re fu lly  test the re ­
sistance so as to  be able to stop o r 
even re tre a t in  case i t  proves 
tougher than  expected. Instead o f 
be ing “ p ro voke d”  in to  a nuclear 
answer i f  the y  receive an e ffec­
tiv e  re p ly  to  th e ir  p rovoca tion , the 
A m e rica n  m ilita r is ts  w i l l  a t once 
reassess the s itua tion .

G rave Danger
B u t i f  the resistance proves so ft­

e r than  expected, then these same 
m ilita r is ts  w i l l  proceed m ore 
brazen ly  than  before. P recise ly  in  
th is  lies  one o f the gravest dan­
gers. The em boldened W h ite  House 
and Pentagon can become caught 
up  in  a course in  w h ich  th e ir  
deepening com m itm en t m akes re ­
tre a t in c rea s ing ly  d if f ic u lt .  T h is  
cou ld be the “ ove rs igh t,”  the “ ac­
c iden t,”  th a t takes them  over the 
b r in k  in to  W o rld  W ar I I I .

The o n ly  language th a t im ­
p e ria lis m  understands and re ­
spects is action  s u ff ic ie n t fo r  i t  
to  sense the rea l forces i t  is up 
against. W ra th fu l o r te a rfu l ve rb a l 
protests o n ly  arouse con tem pt 
am ong these ru le rs  o f the ca p ita l­
is t w o rld . They take  m ere shouts 
and p o lite  o r nasty le tte rs  as 
signs th a t i t  is safe to proceed 
accord ing to  p lan . They become 
m ore and m ore aggressive since 
th e ir  aggression has cost them  
no th ing ; in  fac t, “ pay ing  o f f ”  fro m  
th e ir  l im ite d  p o in t o f v iew .

T he  o n ly  w a y  to b lock  the “ es­
ca la tio n ”  and to cu t i t  sho rt be­
fo re  i t  is too la te , is to show the 
im p e ria lis ts  on the scene its e lf 
th a t th e ir  course is m uch m ore 
dangerous than  they had believed, 
th a t th e ir  ca lcu la tions are w rong , 
and th a t th e ir  m il i ta ry  aggression 
d id  no t pay o f f  and prom ises s t i l l  
worse i f  continued.

Yankee im p e ria lism  is n o t in  a 
desperate impasse a t the m om ent. 
I t  is n o t caugh t up in  a s itua tion  
in  w h ic h  i t  feels the re  is no w ay 
out, even te m p o ra rily , except to 
r is k  suicide. I ts  m il i ta ry  and eco­
nom ic s treng th  stand a t the g re a t­
est he igh t in  h is to ry . P rosp e rity  
reigns in  the U n ited  States. Even 
i f  the cap ita lis ts  are w i l l in g  to 
r is k  fro m  70,000,000 to  140,000,000 
A m ericans in  a nuc lea r c o n flic t, 
w h y  should the y  r is k  th e ir  present 
p ro fits , th e ir  present com forts  and 
the pleasure o f th e ir  la tes t gad­
gets?

T h e ir  course in  V ie tn am  is n o t 
the p ro du c t o f hopeless despair, 
b u t the  consequence o f cold and 
de libe ra te  ca lcu la tion  in  w h ic h  
the y  eva luate the risks  as being 
lo w  and in  any case ascerta inable 
as they  proceed. They are b a n k ­
in g  on the weakness o f the leader­
sh ip  o f the w o rk e rs ’ states, p a r­
t ic u la r ly  the leadersh ip  o f the  So­
v ie t U n ion . They are cou n tin g  on 
the d iv is ions, especia lly  the  d iv i-  
sion on the governm enta l le ve l 
between the S ov ie t U n ion  and the

U.S. Maps D irty -W ar Plans
U .S . troops engaged in m ilita ry  exercises in A laska  

have been perfecting subtle tortures fo r use on prisoners 
of w ar, according to an article by Robert Reguly in  the  
Feb. 21 D e tr o it  N e w s . 

One of the tortures is to lock a prisoner in  a small box 
w here he can neither sit up nor lie down. I f  the clim ate 
is cold, prisioners are denied firewood and th e ir shoes are 
taken away so that they have to w ear th e ir m ittens on their 
feet.

Prisoners are kept sleepless by forcing them  to line up 
to the clanking of loud bells every hour, day and night, to 
be counted, and by blasting loud noises at them  through  
loudspeakers. Another device is to dye the food given the 
prisoners repulsive colors.

In  addition to such tortures, the soldiers on these ex ­
ercises are learning ways to tr ick  prisoners into signing blank  
sheets of paper which can la ter be filled  in  w ith  any sort of 
“confession.”

People’s R epub lic  o f C h ina.
T hey  expect a l l th is  to  h ind e r 

and b lock  the response th a t should 
have n o rm a lly  been expected to  
t h e i r  m onstrous decision to 
w iden  th e ir  in te rv e n tio n  in  the 
c iv i l  w a r in  South V ie tn a m  in to  
a w a r against N o rth  V ie tnam , and 
—  i f  th is  proves w o rk a b le  —  in to  
a c r ip p lin g  m il i ta r y  th ru s t against 
the People’s R epub lic  o f C hina. I f  
th e y  should ru n  in to  a v igorous 
reaction  a t the v e ry  beg inn ing , 
then the  resu lts  o f th e ir  test p robe 
w o u ld  be read in  W ash ing ton as a 
s igna l to  reconsider. The elem en­
ta ry  needs o f se lf-defense w o u ld  
ca ll fo r  re tre a t fro m  a p a lp a b ly  
su ic ida l adventure..

T h is  is w h a t F id e l Castro ob­
v io u s ly  re fe rre d  to in  h is speech 
o f M arch  3, w hen he said: “ We 
m ust show the im p e ria lis ts  th a t 
we are no t a fra id  o f them . W hen 
you don ’t  resist them , the y  con­
t in u e  fu r th e r ;  b u t w hen you resist 
them , they stop."

T h is  is w h a t the  A fro -A s ia n  
students and the  h a n d fu l o f M os­
cow  students w ho  jo in e d  them  
m eant in  th e ir  dem onstra tion  be­
fo re  the A m erican  embassy in  
M oscow, p ro te s ting  against the 
aggression in  N o rth  V ie tnam , 
w hen they shouted a t the  K re m ­
lin  au th o ritie s  w ho used v io lence 
on them : “ T ra ito rs ! Y o u ’ve sold 
ou t to the im p e ria lis ts !”

Fate o f R evo lu tion
T h is  is w h a t the vanguard  o f 

the masses in  m any countries  in ­
d icated the y  w anted  as they jo ine d  
in  dem onstra tions o f s o lid a r ity  
w ith  the V ietnam ese re vo lu tio n .

I t  is n o t o n ly  the  fa te  o f th is  
re v o lu tio n  th a t is in vo lve d  b u t 
the  fa te  o f the w ho le  co lon ia l 
revo lu tio n . One o f the th ings  
w h ich  Yankee im p e ria lism  is seek­
in g  to  establish in  V ie tn a m  is a 
precedent fo r  som eth ing new  —  
its  “ r ig h t ”  to in te rven e  w ith  
bombs, napa lm  and g round  troops 
w henever i t  pleases anyw here  in  
the w o rld .

I t  is seeking to  establish A m e r­
ican im p e ria lis m  as the f in a l law , 
the  u lt im a te  disposer o f the des­
tin ies  o f a l l countries  and a ll 
m an k in d . I t  proposes to  n a il dow n 
its  “ suprem e r ig h t ”  to  suppress 
revo lu tions  by  a ll means w h ere ve r 
they fla re  up o r w h e re ve r the y  
are in c ip ie n t on the globe, fro m  
B ra z il to the Congo to  V ie tnam !

I f  suppression o f the  co lon ia l 
re v o lu tio n  is the im m ed ia te  a im  
o f th is  Johnson “ doc trine ,”  the 
w o rke rs ’ states are the  u ltim a te  
ta rg e t —  and th is  includes the 
S ov ie t U n ion . Should A m erican  
im p e ria lism  get aw ay w ith  w ip in g  
o u t v illages  and towns o f the 
D em ocra tic  R epub lic  o f V ie tnam  
w ith  bom bs and je llie d  gasoline, 
its  appe tite  w i l l  increase ravenous­
ly  fo r  a s im ila r  test o f the  Peo­
p le ’s R epub lic  o f China.

T h is  can be seen fro m  certa in  
propaganda themes a lready  ap­
pearing  in  the  b ig  d a ily  newspa­
pers o f the U.S., such as the ad­
v is a b il ity  o f s tr ik in g  “ before 
C h ina gets a nuc lear arsenal,”  and 
the “ com m on in te res ts ”  o f the 
U.S. and the  S oviet U n ion  in  “ con­
ta in in g ”  re v o lu tio n a ry  C hina. The 
f in a l ta rge t is the S oviet U n ion . 
L e t i t  be .re ca lle d  th a t H it le r  had 
“ com m on in te rests”  w ith  S ta lin  in  
the pe riod  w hen he was p re p a rin g

his invas ion  o f the  S ov ie t U n ion .
To b lock  the  dangerous “ escala­

t io n ”  in it ia te d  by  Johnson in  
Southeast Asia , a l l possib le steps 
m ust be taken a t once to  s treng th ­
en the re v o lu tio n  in  South V ie t­
nam  and to  b u ild  up the defenses 
o f N o rth  V ie tnam . T h is  requ ires 
im m ed ia te  m a te ria l a id  on a la rge  
scale and the  open ing o f a cam ­
pa ign o f e ffe c tive  re v o lu tio n a ry  
soc ia lis t propaganda d irec ted  a t 
the A m erican  forces. L e t the  e x ­
am ple o f the e a rly  days o f the  
f ir s t  w o rk e rs ’ state be reca lled, 
w hen L e n in  a n d  T ro ts k y  appealed 
d ire c tly  to the troops sent against 
them . The B o lsh e v ik  lea fle ts  c a ll­
in g  fo r  fra te rn iz a tio n  w ith  the re v ­
o lu tio n  d id  as m uch  to  weaken 
the in v a d in g  im p e ria lis t forces as 
the b r i l l ia n t  m il i ta r y  defense p u t 
up  b y  the n e w ly  fo rm ed  Red 
A rm y .

L e t the A m erican  im p e ria lis ts  
today le a rn  the tru e  danger they 
are ru n n in g  in  advanc ing on the 
m a in la nd  o f Asia . On the o ther 
hand, to  take the course o f cap­
itu la t in g  to  b la ckm a il o n ly  encour­
ages the  w arm ongers,  in v ites  
fu r th e r  extension o f the m il i ta r y  
adven tu re  and increases the  dan­
ger o f a nu c le a r holocaust.

I t  is p a r t ic u la r ly  u rg e n t th a t the 
governm ents o f the S oviet U n ion  
and the People’s R epub lic  o f Ch ina 
close ranks be fore the  com m on 
danger. T h is  does n o t m ean g iv in g  
up the ideo log ica l and p o lit ic a l 
d iffe rences; these can be con­
tinued  and threshed ou t on a 
p a r ty  leve l. B u t  le t  the gove rn ­
m ents close ranks!

A  jo in t  s ta tem ent should be 
issued c le a rly  and so lem n ly w a rn ­
in g  im p e ria lism  o f the fun da ­
m en ta l s o lid a r ity  o f the. tw o  coun­
tr ie s  and th e ir  com m on in te res t 
in  de fend ing  th e ir  p lanned eco­
nom ies and o ther re v o lu tio n a ry  
gains against the th re a t th a t has 
now  been raised against them  in  
the  c learest fo rm  th rou gh  the 
bom bing  o f N o rth  V ie tn am  and 
the deepening m il i ta r y  in v o lv e ­
m en t o f A m erican  im p e ria lis m  on 
the m a in la nd  o f Asia .

I t  is  eq u a lly  u rg e n t fo r  bo th  
governm ents to  jo in  in  a c lea r 
dec la ra tion  o f in te n tio n  to  p ro tec t 
bo th  N o rth  V ie tn a m  and the re v ­
o lu tio n  in  South V ie tn am  and to  
show  b y  action  in  the m ost con­
crete w a y  th a t th is  defense has 
begun, w i l l  be im p roved  as ra p id ­
ly  as possible and w i l l  be ca rried  
th rou gh  to  the  end w ith  genu ine­
ly  L e n in is t de te rm ina tion .

A n d  in  eve ry  c o u n try  i t  is u r ­
gent th a t the w orke rs , the  you th , 
the students, the w om en should 
show b y  the thousands and the  
m illio n s  th e ir  concern abou t the 
c r im in a l aggression o f A m erican  
im p e ria lism . L e t them  c a ll H a lt! 
to  Johnson th rou gh  dem onstra­
tions o f s o lid a r ity  w ith  the  hero ic  
V ietnam ese people and th e ir  re v ­
o lu tion .

D ow n w ith  im p e ria lis m  and its  
p o lic y  o f b lood and lies!

Long  liv e  the in te rn a tio n a l sol­
id a r ity  o f the  w o rk in g  class w ith  
the beleaguered V ietnam ese re v ­
o lu tio n  and the D em ocra tic  Re­
p u b lic  o f V ie tnam !

Long  liv e  the  w o r ld  socia lis t 
re vo lu tio n , the  o n ly  means o f de­
f in i t iv e ly  fre e in g  h u m a n ity  fro m  
the n igh tm a re  o f a nuc lea r h o lo ­
caust!

G EO R G ETO W N , B r it is h  G uiana 
T h e  Progressive Y o u th  O rgan i- 

zatìon, you th  section o f the Peo­
p le ’s Progressive P a rty , made the 
fo l lo w in g com m ents on the assassi­
n a tio n  o f M a lco lm  X :

The assassination o f M a lco lm  X  
has come as a great shock to  the 
P rogressive Y ou th  O rgan iza tion. 

M a lco lm  X  was a courageous,

honest and dynam ic  leader. He 
was b it te r ly  opposed by  U.S. b ig  
business and by  in e ffe c tu a l Negro- 
A m erican  m oderates engaged in  
the  c iv il- r ig h ts  b a ttle  in  the U n ited  
States.

H is  approach to  the  s trugg le  fo r  
lib e ra tio n  o f 20 m il lio n  oppressed 
A m erican  Negroes was unconven­
tion a l, v igorous and re v o lu tio n a ry , 
and the re  can be no doub t th a t he 
cap tiva ted  the A m erican  Negroes 
b y  h is u n re le n tin g  w il l .

The recent upsurge in  the f ig h t  
fo r  Negro freedom  in  the  U n ited  
States is c le a rly  due to M a lco lm  
X ’s ro le  as a w hole.

H is  b ru ta l end —  b ro ug h t about 
no doub t by  a p lanned conspiracy 
o f h is  enemies —  is a good in d ica ­
t io n  o f the na tu re  o f the  ev ils  he 
ba ttled .

Racism, e x te ns ive ly  in s titu t io n ­
a lized in  the  socia l system  o f the 
U n ite d  States, su rv ives on the 
basis o f v io lence w ith in  a v io le n t 
fra m e w o rk . M a lco lm  X , l ik e  m any 
o f h is people he led, has become 
a v ic t im  o f th is  v io lence.

The d ig n ity  and de te rm in a tion  
he has g iven to h is people have 
p rov ided  a f irm  fou nda tion  fo r  
v ic to ry . M a lco lm  X  has no t died 
in  va in .

To the  oppressed o f the  U n ite d  
States, w e  extend  o u r deep sym ­
p a thy  on the  tra g ic  loss o f a great 
lib e ra to r.

British Guiana Youth Salute  
M alcolm  X  as Heroic Fighter
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Letters Fro m  O ur  R eaders
[This column is an open forum  

for a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
W here necessary they w ill  be 
abridged. W riters’ initials tcill be 
used, names being w ithheld  unless 
authorization is given fo r  use.]

Nigerian Salute to Malcolm
Lagos, N ige ria

The statem ents o f the  la te  M a l­
co lm  X  a t the  M il i ta n t  L a b o r 
F o ru m  organized in  N ew  Y o rk

a iiiiim im im iiiiiii iiiii iiii iiiiim m iiiiiii iit iim im im iiiim iiiiiiiitiiiiiu ii’:

I 10 Years Ago | 
[in  The M ilitan t)

“ The free e lection is the  m ost 
sacred p r in c ip le  o f ca p ita lis t 
dem ocracy, accord ing to  the  c la im s 
o f the  cap ita lis ts  themselves. B u t 
p rinc ip le s , as eve ry  ideo log is t o f 
cap ita lism  w i l l  e xp la in , are no t 
m ade o f steel. T hey  can and m ust 
be bent, and even tw is ted , to  the 
needs o f the  tim es . . .

“ L a s t sum m er in  Geneva an 
agreem ent was signed between 
F rance  and the V ie tm in h . A  cease­
f ir e  in  the  c iv i l  w a r w as agreed 
upon. B u t a s tip u la tio n  was made 
th a t a genera l e lection w o u ld  he 
he ld  in  bo th  N o rth  and South 
V ie tn a m  in  J u ly , 1956. The d is ­
ta n t date was insisted upon by  
the  F rench, in  the  hope th a t by  
then  s u ff ic ie n t c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  forces w o u ld  be m ob ilized  fo r  
the m  to  conduct the  e lections in  
the  custom ary F rench  co lon ia l 
s ty le.

“ B u t the s trugg le  in  Ind o -C h ina  
i s n o t fa v o rin g  c o u n te r-re vo lu tio n . 
T h e  N o rth  is  conso lida ting  a great 
socia l re vo lu tio n , w h ile  the South 
is s u ffe r in g  fro m  in n e r co rru p tio n , 
feu da l decay, and im p e ria lis t 
s trangu la tion .

“ T h a t’s w h y , as the date fo r  the  
e lections approach, the  ‘fre e - 
w o r ld ’ im p e ria lis ts  are sw eating 
ove r the  p ro b lem  o f ho w  the y  are 
go ing to  get a round the  elections.

“ C. L . Sulzberger, ch ie f fo re ign  
correspondent fo r  the  New  York  
Tim es, doesn’t  have the  answ er as 
to  how  the  elections w i l l  be 
avoided, b u t he is q u ite  sure as 
to  w h y : ‘Geneva f ix e d  J u ly , 1956, 
as the  date fo r  a ll-V ie tn a m  elec­
tions. These re a lly  w i l l  never be 
he ld. The C om m unis t N o rth  can­
n o t meet the standards o f free  
b a llo t in g  stipu la ted . A n d  the  no n - 
C om m unis t South cannot a ffo rd  
the  s ligh tes t r is k  o f defeat. N o­
body like s  to  ta lk  abou t th is . B u t 
w h en  the  tim e  to  a d m it i t  a rrives, 
a grave c ris is  m ust in e v ita b ly  de­
ve lop .’ ”  —  M arch  21, 1955.

[iH iiim m niiim iiiiiim m iiiiiiim iiiiiiiiitiiiiim m iim iiim iiiiim iiiiiiiu

20 Years Ago |
. jOTiH iim iiiim iim iim iiiimntiim iimmiiniiiiim iiiim iim iimmmi!"

“ T he  m il ita n t  auto w o rke rs  have 
ru n  up a sm ashing 35 p e r cent 
vote fo r  scrapp ing the N o -S tr ik e  
P ledge in  the  C IO  U n ited  A u to ­
m ob ile , A ir c ra f t  and A g r ic u ltu ra l 
Im p le m e n t W orke rs  re fe rendum  
he ld  d u r in g  J a n u a ry  and F eb­
ru a ry  . . .

“ N e ith e r the co rp o ra tion  d a ily  
p re ss -no r the top C IO  and U A W  
o ffic ia ls  take the  fo rm a l m a jo r ity  
fo r  the p ledge as a v ic to ry  fo r  the 
n o -s tr ik e  po licy . O n the  con tra ry , 
the y  c o rre c tly  v ie w  the  trem end­
ous m in o r ity  vote ro lle d  u p  fo r  
scrapp ing the  pledge as the  true  
in d ic a tio n  o f the tre n d  in  the 
ranks  . . .

“ T he  vote . . . was cast in  the 
face o f an unprecedented cam ­
pa ign o f pressure and in t im id a ­
t io n  by  a un ite d  f ro n t  o f the  co r­
po ra tions and th e ir  press, the 
Roosevelt ad m in is tra tio n , the 
M u rra y -H il lm a n  m ach ine o f the 
C IO , the e n tire  top  U A W  leader­
sh ip and the  S ta lin is ts .”  —  M arch  
24, 1945.

showed a decisive tu rn  in  the 
ideas and m ethods o f th is  Negro 
leader. I f  we rem em ber co rre c tly , 
i t  was the re  th a t he said th a t a ll 
new  A fr ic a n  na tions w e re  th ro w ­
in g  aw ay cap ita lism  and also made 
favo ra b le  rem arks  abou t socialism . 
G iven  tim e , there  is no  doub t th a t 
M a lco lm  X  w o u ld  have rea lized 
th a t o n ly  socia lism  can p u t an 
end to  rac ia l, w h ic h  is  also class, 
oppression in  A m erica . O u r o b itu ­
a ry  o f M a lco lm  X , w r it te n  fro m  
M il ita n t  m ate ria ls , in  the  n e x t 
issue o f the  N ig e ria n  La bo ur 
V anguard , expostulates on th is  
them e p a r tic u la r ly .

A s fa r  as progressive op in ion  in  
W est A fr ic a  is concerned, M a l­
co lm  X  is be lieved to  have su f­
fe red  fo r  h is new  class a ttitu d e  
to  rac ia lism  in  the U.S. and his 
uncom prom is ing  pos ition  v is -à -v is  
U n ited  States im p e ria lism , under 
w h ic h  we o f backw a rd  countries 
s u ffe r  most. W e rem em ber his 
denunc ia tion  o f the  “ c r im in a l ac­
t io n  o f the  U.S. governm ent in  the 
Congo”  a t the f i r s t  H a rle m  ra l ly  
o f h is o rgan iza tion . T o  us, h is 
death m ust have been organized 
b y  the  forces o f A m erican  im ­
p e ria lism . H is  death was m eant to 
have a doub le end: to  dispose o f 
an enem y o f A m erican  w h ite  
ra c is t C a p ita l and to  sow dissen­
sion in  the Negro m ovem ent —  
as the  b loody in te rn a l s trugg le  in  
the  m ovem ent, threatened upon 
h is  death, c le a rly  illu s tra te s .

M a lco lm  X  is dead, fo r  a cause. 
H is  s p ir it  and m ethod sha ll soon 
f ire  a new er and b e tte r d irected 
m ovem ent fo r  the lib e ra tio n  o f the 
class-oppressed N egro (A s ia n  and 
L a t in  A m e rica n ) the  w o r ld  over. 
W e have s ta rted  to  w itness the  ac­
t iv it ie s  o f M ichae l X  o f G rea t B r i ­
ta in .

Baba O luw ide
Revolutionary Labour
Youth Council

Boston Sit-In
Boston, Mass.

F r id a y  m orn ing , M arch  12, 
a round 200 students, arm ed w ith  
b lankets  and food, sat dow n in  
the  fede ra l b u ild in g  here outside 
U.S. A tto rn e y  G a r r ity ’s o ffic e  on 
the  e leventh  flo o r, and announced 
th e ir  de te rm in a tion  to  stay there  
u n t i l  P res ident Johnson sent 
troops to Selma, A la . O utside the 
b u ild in g , SNCC dem onstra tors 
m arched, sang a ll day and stayed 
a ll n igh t.

In  f ro n t o f newsm en and T V  
cameras, G a rr ity  p u t on a lib e ra l 
face and to ld  students o f h is re ­
spect fo r  them  and w h a t they  
w ere  do ing. A t  5 p.m. F rid a y , w ith  
the  reporte rs  gone, he showed his 
respect by  o rd e rin g  guards to  shu t 
o f f  pa rts  o f the b u ild in g  where 
the  students were, so food could 
n o t be ca rried  in.

G a rr ity  con tinued show ing  his 
respect b y  ha v in g  the  w a te r 
tu rn e d  o f f  so th a t to ile ts  cou ld 
n o t be flushed  and b y  c losing the 
bathroom s on S a tu rday  m orn ing . 
S t i l l  seeing the  seriousness o f the 
students, h is lib e ra lis m  tu rned  
com p le te ly  sour and he to ld  them  
a n g r ily  th a t p ro lo ng ing  the dem ­
on s tra tion  cou ld  o n ly  ha rm  th e ir  
cause.

F edera l m arshals fo rc ib ly  re ­
m oved dem onstra tors fro m  the 
e leventh  f lo o r  o n ly  to  discover 
th a t those on the  f ir s t  f lo o r  and 
the lin e  outside had lodged against 
the  doors, ho ld in g  the m arshals 
and th e ir  hum an cargo inside. 
T hen po lice  hauled aw ay those 
outside, b u t they were soon 
stopped by  a l ie - in  on the  streets 
around Post O ffice  Square. E ve n t-

u a lly  a ll w ere  taken to po lice 
headquarters.

A t  Post O ffic e  Square, an in ­
fo rm a l ra l ly  had been conducted. 
D isgust was expressed to w a rd  the 
m an w ho  can o rd e r 30,000 troops 
across the ocean a t the  request o f 
a h a n d fu l o f puppets, y e t cannot 
deem i t  necessary to  in te rven e  on 
b e ha lf o f  b ru ta lly  oppressed 
A m erican  citizens.

E.M .

Reminder to Johnson
N ew  Y o rk , N .Y .

L e t P resident Johnson, w ho  
professes so a rden t a b e lie f in  
the  s e lf-s ty le d  “ A m e rica n  dem o­
c ra tic  free -e n te rp rise  system ”  b u t 
w h o  au thorizes the  a ttacks on 
N o rth  V ie tn am  th a t cou ld  b r in g  
on W o rld  W a r I I I ,  rem em ber th is :

W o rld  W ar I  b ro u g h t Com ­
m un ism  to Russia and Eastern
Europe.

W o rld  W ar I I  b ro ug h t Com ­
m un ism  to  China and Southeast 
A sia.

W o rld  W ar I I I  w o u ld  su re ly
destroy fo re v e r any p o s s ib ility  o f 
b u ild in g  U .S .-s ty le  “ dem ocracy”  
in  A fr ic a , in  In d ia , in  South A m e r­
ica and w o u ld  speed up  trem end­
ously  the  pace a t w h ic h  o u r ow n  
outm oded in s titu tio n s  a re  chang­
in g  in to  m odern  Socialism .

W e r is k  W o rld  W a r I I I  in  
V ie tnam . C h ina  w a rns  th a t she 
w i l l  n o t s it id ly  by  i f  ou r a ttacks 
continue. L e t P res iden t Johnson 
no t fo rge t th a t C h ina made good 
a s im ila r  th re a t in  K orea w hen 
she poured 600,000 b a ttle -h a rd ­
ened troops across the Y a lu  and 
fo u g h t us to  a nego tia ted truce.

C h ina is today fa r  m ore  po w e r­
fu l and be llig e re n t than in  1952. 
O u r o ve rw h e lm ing  a ir  and na va l 
suprem acy, even o u r bom b, could 
n o t p re v a i l against her. 700 m il­
lions. The eagle in  the  a ir  and 
the  w ha le  in  the sea cannot con­
quer the  e lephant in  the  jung le .

W h y  do w e r is k  W o rld  W ar I I I  
to  se ttle  a p in t-s ize d  c iv i l  w a r in  
a feu da l enclave 7,000 m iles  away?

Taylo r Adams

O ur A lert Attorney General —
U.S. A tto rn e y  G enera l K a tze n - 
bach says i t  w o u ld  be ha rd  to  prove 
th e re  was any c r im in a l conduct 
in v o lv e d  w hen th a t A labam a posse 
c lubbed, w h ipped  and gassed 
r ig h ts  dem onstra to rs M a rch  7. 
H ow ever, the  a tto rn ey  general 
was qu ite  d e fin ite  on one po in t. 
He un e q u ivo ca lly  d e c l a r e d :  
“ T he re ’s no  question th a t v io lence 
was used.”

In  W hite Am erica —  The M as- 
sapequa, L o ng  Is land , school board 
has banned fro m  the Massapequa 
H ig h  School a p ro du c tion  o f the 
celebrated o ff-B ro a d w a y  p lay , In  
W hite  A m erica . The board  said 
the a n ti- ra c is t p la y  “ m ig h t create 
a con tro ve rs ia l s itu a tio n .”  I t  said 
i t  had “ the  jo b  o f p ro v id in g  edu­
cation  fo r  c h ild re n  and n o t to get 
in vo lve d  in  con troversy w here  i t  
is possible to  avo id  i t . ”

P la in -T a lk  Dep’t —  R obe rt G uc- 
cione, p u b lish e r o f a new  B r it is h  
m agazine sty led  a fte r  P layboy, 
was fin e d  by  a London c o u r t  fo r  
sending nude photos th rou gh  the 
m a il and ordered to  pay damages 
to  B e rtra n d  R ussell fo r  suggest­
in g  in  p ro m o tio na l lite ra tu re  th a t 
Russell was associated w ith  the 
m agazine. The prosecutor asked 
G uccione i f  th e  m agazine’s ob ject 
was to “ t it i la te ? ”  R ep lied  G uc­
cione: “ The ob ject was to  se ll.”

P.S. Paste th is  on a postcard 
and m a il to  the P resident a t the  
W h ite  House in  W ashing ton, D.C.

Malcolm X's Paris Trip
Glens F a lls , N .Y.

I t  c e rta in ly  is too bad about 
M a lco lm  X . I  hope he’l l  have a 
w o r th y  successor.

In  y o u r a r tic le  abou t M a lco lm  
X  on Jan. 22 you m entioned th a t 
he had been ba rred  fro m  France. 
B u t The M il i ta n t  o f la s t Dec. 7 
contained an account o f a v is it  by  
h im  to  P aris , p resum ab ly  in  N o ­
vem ber. I  w onder i f  the  reference 
to  h is be ing ba rred  re la tes to an­
o ther, la te r tr ip .

K.M.G.
[T h e  M il i ta n t  o f Dec. 7, 1964 re ­

po rted  M a lco lm  X ’s speech in  
P aris  on Nov. 23. In  F e b ru a ry  o f 
th is  yea r he f le w  fro m  the U.S. to 
P aris  to  address a m ee ting  o f 
A fro -A m e ric a n s  and A frica n s  
there. B u t w hen he landed the 
F rench  governm ent refused h im  
e n try .]

Urges Labor Action
N ew  Y o rk , N .Y.

The U.S. stand in  Sou th  V ie t­
nam  and Southeast A s ia  reb u ffs  
U N  S ecre tary G enera l U  T h a n t 
and F rench  P res iden t de G au lle ’s 
peace approaches. I t  is  deaf to  the 
ca lls  o f students, housewives, p ro ­
fessionals and peace organ izations 
a t home fo r  an end to  th a t “ A m e r­
ican-im posed”  w a r.

W ha t else can be done fo r  and 
b y  us, the people w h o  w a n t peace, 
to  be heard b y  o u r b lin d , deaf and 
s tubborn  governm ent o ffic ia ls?  
W here is  the  la b o r m ovem ent in  
th is  country?

I  suggest, be fore  i t  w i l l  be too 
la te  (and i t  is  la te  enough n o w ), 
th a t a l l peace -lov ing  groups and 
in d iv id u a ls  in  th is  w a r- ta in te d  
c o u n try  o f ours p u t to  a test the 
A m erican  la bo r leaders —  e ith e r 
they are fo r  peace o r they  a re  fo r  
A m erican  w a r and aggression a ll 
over the  w o rld . (T h e ir  continuous 
silence is v e ry  suspicious.)

Johnson H urting  Business? —
The W a ll S tree t J o u rn a l re lays a 
beef reg a rd ing  Johnson’s p o licy  
tow a rd  b ig  business. The paper 
reported : “ P r iv a te  la w ye rs  w ho 
earn th e ir  l iv in g  de fend ing  c lien ts  
a g a i n s t  a n t i- t ru s t  prosecutions 
com p la in  th a t the d ro p -o ff  in  
F edera l T rade  Com m ission cases 
is c u ttin g  th e ir  incom e.”

I t  Figures —  N ew  Y o rk ’s M ayo r 
W agner, w ho  has been b lea ting  
about the lack  o f cash in  the 
m u n ic ip a l trough, has ju s t h iked 
the pay o f his tw o  de pu ty  m ayors 
fro m  $30,000 a yea r to  $37,500.

The British W ay of Death —
T he A m erican  fu n e ra l in d u s try  
should be pleased w ith  the top - 
d ra w e r jo b  th e ir  B r it is h  cousins 
d id  in  b u ry in g  W inston C h u rc h ill.

A  one-day general s tr ik e  in  th is  
c ou n try  —  w orkers , fa rm ers , s tu ­
dents, professionals and house-, 
w ives ( in c lu d in g  c iv il-s e rv ic e  em ­
p loyes) —  fo r  A p r i l  30, M a y  D a y ’s 
eve, a fte r  w e have learned fro m  
the A p r i l  17 M arch  on W ash ing­
ton  fo r  peace in  South V ie tnam , 
be ing organized no w  by the  S tu ­
dents fo r  a D em ocra tic  Society,, 
cou ld be the la s t ca ll to ou r la w -  
an d -p o licy -m a ke rs  in  W ashington, 
D.C., to  lis ten  to  o u r anguished 
c ry  fo r  peace in  th is  c ru c ia l h o u r 
we are l iv in g  in . A n d  a test fo r  
o u r la b o r leaders, to  show  us th a t 
they  count and th a t they too are 
fo r  peace and b ro therhood  w ith  
a l l w o rke rs  and na tions o f the  
w o rld .

Joseph A. Casanova

Fan Mail Dep't
Hudson, O hio  

I  have a lw ays en joyed read ing  
The M il i ta n t  and hope fo r  its  
con tinued  success as the  m ost 
w id e ly  read soc ia lis t newspaper. 
Enclosed is  a sm a ll co n trib u tio n ;
I  o n ly  w is h  I  cou ld  g ive  more.

L.S.

Chinese Universities
N o ttin gh am , Pa. 

The m agazine Science on Feb. 
12, 1965, pub lished an a rtic le  on 
Chinese U n ive rs itie s  based on a 
v is i t  last O ctober by  C.H.G. O ld ­
ham  o f Hongkong. M r. O ldham  
was fo rm e r ly  w ith  U n ite d  O il Co. 
o f C a lifo rn ia .

The a rtic le  gives s ta tis tics  for 
th ree  u n ive rs itie s  and H angchow  
A g r ic u ltu ra l,  show ing  th e ir  g rea t 
g ro w th  since the re vo lu tio n , and 
gives m any facts abou t the  pres­
en t con d ition  o f the  students. I t  
ough t to  be kn o w n  to  a ll socia list s 
and I  hope th a t you  can have 
i t  p rin te d .

I  agree w ith  D .A . [M il i ta n t ,  Feb. 
8 ] on the  im portance  o f co n tin u a l­
ly  p re sen ting  the elem ents o f so­
c ia lism  in  the  paper.

Archie Craig

The B r it is h  gove rnm en t estim ates 
the cost o f the fu n e ra l a t $134,000.

Crackdown —  F o u r New  Y o rk  
ba k in g  companies w e re  caught 
se llin g  s h o rt-w e ig h t loaves of 
bread to  restau ran ts  and delica tes­
sens. The resu lt?  T hey  w e re  fined ; 
a g reat b ig  $50 each.

How  D id  You Do Last Year? —
The M arch  issue o f the M o n th ly  
Econom ic L e tte r  o f the  F irs t  N a­
t io n a l C ity  B a n k  noted w ith  s a t- 
is fac tion : “ P ro fits  o f the  n a tio n ’s 
l e a d i n g  corpora tions showed 
m arked  im p rovem e n t fo r  the  
fo u rth  yea r in  a ro w  in  1964 . . . 
A  m a jo r c o n trib u tio n  to  the in ­
creased p ro fits  leve ls was, of 
course, the  fo u r per cen t co rp o r­
ate tax  cu t.”

Thought for the Week
“ I f  w e ’re  going to p e rm it ca p ita l pun ishm en t, w e should stop ex ­

ecu ting  people a l l th rou gh  the year. H ave one day o f  massive execu­
t io n  —  lik e  C hris tm as Eve. Then  a fte r  the  date is set, have the sw itch  
hooked w ith  the  C hris tm as tree in  W ash ing ton so L B J  can p u ll it .  I f  
w e can’t  do i t  th a t w ay , we ough t to  abo lish  ca p ita l pun ishm en t.”  —  
D ic k  G regory.

SPECIAL $1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with M r  

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The M ilitant for $1. ($1.50 
outside of the U.S.)

Name

Street Zone

C ity State

Send to The M ilitan t, 116 University Place, 
New York 3, N . Y .

It Was Reported in the Press
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Malcolm X  Supporter 
Wins Release on Bail
N E W  Y O R K , M arch  16 —  Reu­

ben F rancis , close associate o f 
M a lco lm  X ,  w ho  faces charges 
c a rry in g  s t i f f  p rison  sentences, 
was released today on $10,000 b a il 
a fte r  be ing  ja ile d  fo r  22 days by 
N ew  Y o rk  police.

On M arch  12, F ranc is ’ la w ye r, 
N a than  M itc h e ll, unsuccessfu lly 
argued in  M an ha ttan  Suprem e 
C o u rt fo r  a reduc tion  o f the ex ­
o rb ita n t ba il, and charged th a t i t  
was be ing used as a pun ishm en t 
o f h is  c lien t. F riends  f in a lly  suc­
ceeded in  ra is ing  the b a il to  free 
F ranc is  so th a t he cou ld begin to 
speak ou t against th is  po lice  
fram e-u p .

P olice charge F rancis  w ith  fe ­
lon ious assault, c la im in g  he shot 
one o f the accused assassins of 
M a lco lm  X , Thom as Hagan, in  the 
leg a t the  tim e  o f the  assassina­
tion . T he  fa c t th a t Hagan was 
wounded resu lted  in  h is  capture, 
and he is the o n ly  one o f the su­
spected assassins apprehended at 
the  scene o f the  crim e. F ranc is  is 
also charged w ith  possession o f a 
p is to l, w h ic h  is il le g a l un de r New  
Y o rk  law .

F ranc is  was one o f severa l p e r­
sons de ta iled  to  accom pany M a l­
co lm  X  because o f repeated 
th rea ts  on h is  l i fe  —  th rea ts  w h ich  
the  po lice and F B I chose to  ignore. 
He is be ing charged w ith  the 
“ c r im e ”  o f ha v in g  a ttem pted  to 
defend h im s e lf and his m urdered 
fr ie n d  fro m  the  guns o f assassins.

F ranc is  was arrested w hen he 
v o lu n ta r ily  accom panied James 
Shabazz to  the po lice  s ta tion  the 
n ig h t o f the day on w h ich  M a l­
co lm  was assassinated. James

N EW  Y O R K  —  Seven m ore 
people w ere  arrested M arch  9 as 
p a r t o f the  loca l g rand ju r y ’s 
co n tin u in g  w itc h  h u n t unde r p re ­
te x t  o f in ve s tig a tin g  las t sum m er’s 
social exp losion in  H a rlem . The 
H a rle m  events began w ith  pro test 
dem onstra tions ove r the po lice 
k i l l in g  o f a 15-year-old Negro 
schoolboy. The police responded 
b y  c lu bb ing  a ll Negroes on the 
streets and f ir in g  thousands o f 
rounds o f am m u n itio n .

The g rand  ju r y  is a lleged ly  in ­
ves tig a tin g  pretended charges th a t 
the  H a rlem  dem onstra tions were 
the  re su lt o f a “ conspiracy to in ­
c ite  r io t . ”

A l l  seven o f the arrested, despite 
p ro ffe re d  im m u n ity , refused to 
te s t ify  on F if th  A m endm ent 
grounds. F o r th is  the y  have been 
charged w ith  c r im in a l contem pt. 
T hey  are L e v i Laub , M ichae l 
B ro w n , O tis  C hestnut, Jerem iah 
Gelles, Susan K a rp , R obert A p te r 
and E llen  Shalat. Last O ctober 
f iv e  others were arrested on the 
same charge.

In  ad d itio n  to the 12 arrested 
on the c r im in a l con tem pt charges, 
w h ic h  c a rry  m a x im u m  penalties 
o f a yea r in  p rison  and $500 fines, 
a t least fo u r  others have been sen­
tenced to  30 days and $250 fines 
on charges o f c iv i l  contem pt, lik e ­
w ise fo r  re fus ing  to  co-operate 
w ith  the  grand ju ry .  One o f these, 
E lin o r  G oldste in , served 30 days 
and was then im m e d ia te ly  sen­
tenced to another 30 days fo r  s t i l l  
re fu s in g  to te s tify .

The m ost serious charge thus 
fa r , however, has been b ro ug h t 
against W ill ia m  Epton, a leader of 
the  Progressive L a b o r M ovem ent. 
He has been ind ic ted  under the 
s tate ’s c r im in a l anarchy la w  w h ich  
carries  a m a x im u m  pena lty  o f ten 
years and a $10,000 fine . A ccord ­
in g  to  the Progressive Labo r 
M ovem ent, the  g rand  ju r y  has is­
sued a t least 30 subpoenas, two- 
th ird s  o f them  against m em bers 
o f th e ir  group.

Shabazz was M a lco lm ’s secretary, 
and w hen po lice  took h im  to the 
station, he asked F ranc is  to ac­
com pany h im . A t  the  sta tion, po­
lice decided to book F rancis. He 
was unarm ed. H is a rra ign m en t 
was postponed fo r  ten days, to 
M a rch  31.

Yesterday, M rs. E lla  C o llins, sis­
te r o f M a lco lm  X , announced a t 
a press conference in  the  H o te l 
Theresa th a t she was assum ing 
leadersh ip  o f the O rgan iza tion  o f 
A fro -A m e ric a n  U n ity  founded by 
her b ro the r.

The O A A U  released a sta tem ent 
w h ich  said: “ The recent assas­
s ina tion  o f M a lco lm  X , cha irm an 
o f the O rgan iza tion  o f A f ro -  
A m erican  U n ity , has led m any to 
w onder i f  the w o rk  o f h is  n e w ly - 
fo rm ed  organ iza tion  w ou ld  con­
tin u e  a fte r  h is death.

Feared U n ity
“ We, o f the O rgan iza tion  o f 

A fro -A m e ric a n  U n ity , fee l th a t 
the  th re a t o f a u n ity  o f A f ro -  
A m erican  peoples and o the r peo­
ples o f A fr ic a n  descent was such a 
th re a t to  the rac is t pow er s truc ­
tu re  o f the w este rn  ‘dem ocracies’ 
th a t i t  had great s ign ificance  in  
the assassination o f B ro th e r M a l­
colm , who, w ith  M arcus G arvey, 
s trengthened th is  concept o f u n ity  
and w ho also v is ite d  A fr ic a  to  re ­
establish com m unica tions between 
A fr ic a n s  and peoples o f A fr ic a n  
descent w ho had been kidnapped 
fro m  ou r m othe rland  o r colonized 
on i t  . . .

“ We grieve and m ou rn  the loss 
o f B ro th e r M a lco lm , b u t we are 
strengthened by  the  n o b ility  and 
rea lism  o f the concept o f a u n ity  
o f A fro -A m e rica n  peoples. T h a t i t  
was im p o rta n t enough fo r  M a l­
co lm  to be assassinated fo r  means 
to us i t  is im p o rta n t enough to 
con tinue  i t  as ou r l i fe  w o rk . 
T here fo re  we, h is fa m ily , his 
friends , h is  b ro the rs  and h is sis­
ters, his comrades in  a strugg le  
against the oppression borne by 
peoples o f A fr ic a n  descent against 
s lavem aster, co lon ia lis t and im ­
pe ria lis ts , reded icate ourselves to 
the  concept o f u n ity  fo r  w h ich  
M a lco lm  so v a lia n t ly  gave his 
l i fe  . .

M rs. C o llin s  said she w o u ld  be 
w o rk in g  c lose ly w ith  James 
Shabazz and others in  the O A A U . 
James Shabazz has been elected 
P res iden t o f the  M u s lim  Mosque, 
Inc., the o t h e r  o rgan iza tion  
founded by M a lco lm  X .

By Fred Halstead
NEW  Y O R K , M arch  14 —  In  the 

la rgest sing le  dem onstra tion  in  
H a rle m ’s h is to ry , some 25,000 pe r­
sons m arched today in  suppo rt of 
the  freedom  fig h te rs  o f Selma, 
A labam a. The v ir tu a lly  un an i­
mous mood o f the dem onstra tion  
was c r it ic is m  o f P res iden t Lyndon  
B. Johnson fo r  no t sending federa l 
troops o r m arshals to  A labam a.

The m ost com m on them e o f the 
slogans on the m archers ’ signs was 
to  w ith d ra w  U.S. troops fro m  V ie t­
nam  and send them  to  A labam a.

A b o u t h a lf the m archers were 
w h ite . They —  as w e ll as m any o f 
the Negro m archers —  had come 
fro m  o ther pa rts  o f the c ity  in  re ­
sponse to the c a ll o f the tw o  o r­
ganizations sponsoring the  m arch: 
CORE and the S tudent N o nv io le n t 
C o ord ina ting  C om m ittee. They 
w ere  jo ine d  by  thousands o f H a r­
lem  residents, w ith  o th e r tho u ­
sands com ing ou t to  w a tch  the 
m arch fro m  the sidew alks.

T he  dem onstra tion  as a w ho le  
was a sort o f  de fac to  un ited  fro n t 
o f the  c iv il- r ig h ts  forces, bo th 
m oderate and rad ica l, w ith  the 
b lack-na tiona lis t-o rien ted  —  and 
even m ore rad ica l —  stree t crow ds 
o f H arlem .

As the  m archers w a ited  to  step 
o ff, the re  w ere  some 15,000 per­
sons lin e d  up  eight-abreast on 
Seventh Avenue, a l l the w a y  from  
125th St. to 115th St., in c lu d in g  a 
con tingen t o f several hundred 
C a tho lic  nuns. As the  m arch be­
gan, ad d itio n a l thousands fro m  the 
streets jo ine d  in . A  huge banner 
ca rried  b y  young men fro m  Ford- 
ham, the  C a tho lic  u n iv e rs ity , 
s tru ck  a responsive chord in  the 
bystanders. R e fe rrin g  to  the  m u r­
der o f Rev. James Reeb in  Selma, 
i t  asked: “ One W h ite  M in is te r, 
H o w  M an y  Negroes?”

Am ong o the r slogans carried  
w ere : “ Send Troops, N o t F lo w ­
ers!” ; “ G od’s on O u r Side, H ow  
A b o u t L B J ? ” ; “ N urem berg  T r ia ls  
N ow  fo r  G overnors o f A labam a 
and M iss iss ipp i” ; “ H e lp ! M urd e r! 
Police????” ; and the m ost com ­
m on one —  “ O ut o f Saigon, In to  
Selm a!”

A f te r  the m arch  several tho u ­
sand stayed to  lis ten  to speeches 
outside the H o te l Theresa. The 
m eeting  was cha ired by actor 
Ossie Davis. B ishop A lv in  C hilds, 
u n o ff ic ia l m ayo r o f H a rlem , w e l­
comed “ a ll o u r moderates, ra d ­
icals, na tiona lis ts , M uslim s, and 
so-called ex trem is ts .”  Speakers in ­
c luded ren t-s tr ike  leader Jesse

James Form an

G ray, m oderate p a c if is t B aya rd  
R ustin , Congressman W ill ia m  F. 
Ryan, SNCC C ha irm an  John 
Lew is , CORE N a tion a l D ire c to r 
James F arm er, S ister S herron o f 
M a lco lm  X ’s O rgan iza tion  o f A fro - 
A m erican  U n ity , and SNCC Exec­
u tiv e  S ecre tary James Form an.

F a rm e r said a new  M arch  on 
W ashington m ig h t be organized to 
“ rem ind  P resident Johnson tha t 
w e elected h im .”  S is te r Sherron 
said: “ T h is  is no t a n a tion a l s trug ­
gle, b u t a w o r ld  strugg le . W e’ve 
got to  charge th is  cou n try  —  the 
w ho le  pow er s tru c tu re  —  w ith  the 
crim es i t  is g u ilty  o f be fore the 
w o r ld  cou rt. T h is  is a f ig h t  to  save 
no t ju s t the b lack  people in  M is ­
sissipp i and A labam a, n o t ju s t 
H a rlem , b u t to  save the w o r ld .”

Form an to ld  the audience tha t 
i t  “ w o u ld  be a serious m istake i f  
we said th is  was the fa u lt  on ly  
o f the G overnor W allaces, be­
cause i t ’s the  fa u lt  o f the w ho le  
p o lit ic a l system in  the c o u n try .”

M A R C H  17 —  F ro m  M a ine  to 
H a w a ii, dem onstra tions —  the 
the  boldest and m ost w idespread 
in  the h is to ry  o f the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  
m ovem ent —  erupted in  the  wake 
o f last w eek ’s events in  Selma, 
A labam a. They took place in  sm all 
towns and suburban areas as w e ll 
as in  v ir tu a lly  eve ry  m a jo r c ity  
in  the nation .

The tone o f dem onstra tions was

Indicted Indiana Student Seeks Support

Levitt Heard at Meetings in South
R a lph  L e v it t  and J im  B ingham , 

tw o  o f the  th ree  Ind ian a  U n iv e r­
s ity  students in d ic ted  fo r  th e ir  
soc ia lis t be lie fs, are m ak ing  speak­
in g  tou rs  o f the n a tio n ’s campuses 
to  exp la in  th e ir  case and raise 
support. L e v it t ,  B ingham  and Tom  
M organ face one- to  three-year 
ja i l  term s under In d ia n a ’s t hought- 
co n tro l A n ti-C om m un ism  A ct.

R a lph L e v it t  began his to u r 
M arch  4 in  Tallahassee, F la ., and 
then sw ung w estw ard  th rou gh  the 
South. W h ile  in  Tallahassee, he 
spoke to  a group in  a loca l church, 
to students and professors at F lo r i­
da State U n iv e rs ity , and to  a 
m eeting  o f the Tallahassee chapter 
o f the F lo rid a  C iv il L ib e rtie s  
U nion.

In  New  Orleans, he spoke at 
Tu lane  U n iv e rs ity ’s L ib e ra l C lub, 
and to a ga the ring  in  a p r iva te  
home. The Houston Socia lis t Fo­
ru m  and the Students fo r  a Dem o­
c ra tic  Society in  H ouston spon­
sored a m eeting  fo r  L e v it t ,  and 
have arranged another at the U. 
o f Houston. He w i l l  go on to 
A us tin , and then to the  U n iv e rs ity  
o f N ew  M exico  in  A lbuquerque .

The A m erican  F riends Service 
C om m ittee  and the W esley Foun­
da tion  have arranged a m eeting 
fo r  the de fendant at A rizona  State 
U n iv e rs ity  in  Tempe, A rizona . He 
w i l l  also speak in  Tucson, A r i-

K alph  L e v it t

zona, and then m ove on to  the 
West Coast.

W h ile  his m eetings in  the South 
have been sm all, they have m et 
w ith  a good response. Q uite  a few  
professors to w hom  L e v it t  spoke 
have become sponsors o f the  C om ­
m itte e  to  A id  the B loom ing ton  
Students, and new supporters of 
the C om m ittee  have begun defense 
w o rk .

L e v it t  w i l l  be speaking on the 
W est Coast and in  the  M idw est 
w e ll in to  the m id d le  o f M ay. 
M eanw h ile , J im  B ingham  w i l l  be­
g in  his speaking to u r in  Chicago 
on M arch  24 and, a fte r  v is it in g  a 
few  M id w es t cities, w i l l  be speak­
in g  on the East Coast.

The  C om m ittee  to A id  the 
B loom ing ton  Studen ts, w h ich  is 
o rgan iz ing  the defense o f the three 
in d ic te d  students, is in  need of 
funds to f ig h t  the ind ic tm en ts  
and the reac tiona ry  A n ti-C om ­
m un ism  A c t. The C A B S is pres­
e n tly  appealing the though t-con tro l 
la w  in  the courts. Send c o n trib u ­
tions to : CABS, P.O. B ox  213, 
Cooper Sta., New  Y o rk , N . Y . 
10003.

im patience and anger w ith  P res i­
dent Johnson and the fede ra l gov­
ernm en t fo r  no t im m e d ia te ly  
using fede ra l fo rce  against the 
rac is t o ff ic ia ls  o f Selma and 
A labam a. The mass ra llie s  w ere 
supported h e a v ily  by  church 
groups and the m il ita n t  actions 
were sparked la rg e ly  by  F riends 
o f SNCC. F rom  the W h ite  House 
its e lf  to F B I o ffices in  sm a ll cities, 
fede ra l bu ild in g s  across the  coun­
t r y  were the ta rge ts  o f an u n ­
precedented series o f m il ita n t  ac­
tions —  s it- in s , cha in -ins , lie - in s , 
marches and p icke t lines.

T y p ic a l o f dem onstra tions in  
la rge  c itie s  was the M arch  14 
ra l ly  in  San Francisco o f 10,000 
w ho converged in  m arch ing  co l­
um ns fro m  seven d iffe re n t points. 
One group o f 1,000 was led across 
the G olden Gate B rid g e  b y  M a rio  
Savio, leader o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
C a lifo rn ia  Free Speech M ovem ent. 
A m ong th e ir  slogans was, “ F ree­
dom  Begins a t Hom e, Send the 
M arines to A labam a.”  Speakers at 
the ra l ly  ranged fro m  p ro m in e n t 
c le rgym en to b lack  na tiona lis ts  
and socialists.

In  W ash ing ton , 20 students fro m  
the local H ig h  School F riends o f 
SNCC staged h is to ry ’s f i r s t  W h ite  
House s it - in  on M a rch  11. A  l ie -  
in  b locked a d r iv e w a y  in to  the 
W h ite  House and Johnson and his 
aides cou ld hear the  cha n tin g  of 
thousands o f p ickets. D em onstra­
to rs also s a t- in  in  Congress and 
dem anded the unsea ting o f A la ­
bama representatives. A  mass 
m eeting  o f 15,000 was he ld  M arch  
14 in  La fa ye tte  P ark , across fro m  
the W h ite  House, in  m em ory o f 
Rev. James Reeb w ho  died M arch 
11 o f the beating he had su ffe red 
in  Selma.

In  D enver, tw o  dozen young­
sters organized by  F riends of 
SNCC staged a s it-in  M arch  9 in  
the loca l F B I o ffice . On M arch  12 
the  same group chained themselves 
to the p illa rs  o f the  m a in  post o f­
fice , s ing ing  and chan ting  de­
mands. On M arch  14 a m arch was 
he ld  fro m  the cen ter o f the Negro 
ghetto  th rou gh  tw o  m iles  o f c ity  
streets to  the steps o f the state 
cap ito l.

The m arch began w ith  some 500 
and g rew  to  2,000 w ith  another
1,000 jo in in g  a t the ca p ito l fo r  a 
m em oria l to Rev. Reeb sponsored 
b y  the R e lig ious C ounc il on H u ­
m an re la tions. The m arch was 
sponsored by  SNCC, CORE and 
the N A A C P .

A n  exam ple  o f how  the events 
a ffected even rig h tis t-d o m in a te d  
suburban com m unities  was a 
M a rch  13 parade b y  175 persons 
though the  streets o f Santa Ana, 
C a lifo rn ia , dem anding ju s tice  fo r  
Negroes.

In  nea rby  Los Angeles, the re  
w ere  dem onstra tions in v o lv in g  
several thousands in  w h ich  signs 
w ere  ca rried , saying, “ U N  Troops 
to A labam a.”  In  Boston, Rev. 
Reeb’s home, a w eek o f m il ita n t  
dem onstra tions was c lim axed  by 
a ra l ly  o f 25,000 on Boston Com ­
mon. (See Le tte rs  on page 7.)

In  M on tgom ery, A labam a ’s cap­
ita l, dem onstra tions w ere  co n tin u ­
ous. Negroes the re  showed th e ir  
de te rm in a tion  d u rin g  a s it - in  be­
gun M arch  10 by  1,000 persons, 
dem anding to see Gov. W allace, in  
f ro n t o f the state cap ito l. State 
troopers prevented those w ho  le ft  
to  go to to ile t fa c ilit ie s  fro m  re­
tu rn in g . R a ther than abandon the 
dem onstra tion , hundreds stayed 
nevertheless.

P rac tica l and S ym bo lic
A fte r  e igh t hours, they a ll stood 

up in  f ro n t o f the  cap ito l, the 
vaunted “ C rad le  o f the C onfeder- 
eracy,”  and u rin a te d  in  unison. 
P a rtic ip a tin g  in  the  s it - in  were 
students fro m  Tuskegee In s titu te , 
A labam a State, C a rve r H ig h  
School and m em bers o f the  M o n t­
gom ery Im p rove m en t Association 
w h ich  led the  h is to r ic  1956 bus 
boycott.

N.Y. Grand Jury 
Pushes Frame-Ups

Nation-Wide Rights Demonstrations H it  Johnson

25 ,000  March in Harlem




