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Johnson Still Maintains 
Secrecy on Vietnam Plans

B y F re d  H als tead

FE B. 24 —  T w o weeks a fte r  he 
b ro u g h t the  w o r ld  to  the  b r in k  o f 
w a r w ith  h is  bom bings o f N o rth  
V ie tnam , P res iden t Johnson s t i l l  
hasn’t  seen f i t  to le t the  A m erican  
people kn o w  w h a t h is po licy  is in 
regard  to escalating the V ie tnam  
w a r.

M eanw h ile , the  th ie v in g  gang 
o f generals w h o  m ake up  the Sai­
gon reg im e have engaged in  an­
o th e r free -fo r-a ll to  see w ho  w i l l  
end up in  charge o f rob b ing  the 
t i l l  fo r  ano the r fe w  weeks or 
m onths. T h is  is the  “ fre e -w o rld ” 
governm ent fo r  whose preserva­
t io n  hundreds o f G Is have already 
been sent to  th e ir  deaths and fo r  
w h ic h  Johnson now  says w e m ust 
a l l be w i l l in g  to  r is k  nu c le a r w ar.

The la test coup, Feb. 21, ousted 
General  N guyen K h a n h  as com ­
m ander in  ch ie f o f the  Saigon 
reg im e ’s m il i ta ry  forces — and 
the re fo re  as head o f the  govern­
m ent. H e was rep laced by  Gen. 
T ra n  V an M in h . The rea l new 
power, how ever, appears to  be 
B r ig . Gen. Nguyen C hanh T h i, 
w ho emphasized th a t M in h ’s ap­
p o in tm e n t was o n ly  tem porary .

Bloody Tyrant
Gen. T h i —  as m il ita ry  com­

m ander o f the  n o rth e rn  p a r t of 
South V ie tn am  —  s ix  days e a rlie r 
had ordered the b loody  repres­
sion o f dem onstra tions by  peasants 
near the  U.S. a ir  base a t Danang. 
T h is  is the  base fro m  w h ic h  planes 
too k  o f f  to  bom b N o rth  V ie tnam . 
I t  is guarded by H a w k  m issiles, 
U.S. M arines and Saigon troops. 
T he  dem onstra tions and the c ir ­
cumstances su rro u n d in g  them  are 
s t i l l  fu r th e r  p ro o f o f the  com ­
p le te  h o s t ility  between the  o rd in ­
a ry  people in  the c o u n try  and the 
U.S.-backed reg im e.

The Danang base has been e x ­
pecting  g u e rr il la  attacks, so its  de-

DeBerry Sends 
Condolences to  

Malcolm's W idow
[T h e  fo llo w in g  is the tex t  

o f a te leg ra m  sent to B e tty  
Shabazz, w id o w  of M alco lm  
X ,  by C lifto n  D e B e rry  on be­
h a lf  of the Socialist W o rkers  
P a rty .]

O u r deepest sym pathies go 
out to you and yo u r fa m ily  
in  y o u r g reat loss. I t  is a t r a ­
gedy fo r th e  b lack  people of 
A m eric a  and oppressed peo­
ples th ro ug ho u t th e  w o rld . 
W e k n e w  B ro th er M a lco lm  
as a courageous b lack re v o lu ­
tio n a ry  leader. B ro th e r M a l ­
colm ’s ideas and courage  
should serve not o n ly  as an 
exam ple  but as an insp ira tio n  
fo r others to ca rry  on the  
struggle fo r freedom .

fenders have been in d isc rim in a te ­
ly  she lling  the su rro un d in g  coun­
trys ide . O n Feb. 15 some 500 pea­
sants dem onstra ted a t the v illa g e  
o f T hang-B inh  dem anding an end 
to  the  she lling  o f th e ir  v illages and 
the dem ob iliza tion  o f th e ir  men 
d ra fte d  b y  Saigon. T roops opened 
f ire  on the  dem onstrators, k i l l in g  
a t least 15 and possib ly 40, accord­
in g  to  a Feb. 16 Reuters  d ispatch 
fro m  Danang. Troops w ere  also 
used against dem onstra tors at 
Tam -K y, another to w n  near Da­
nang. Gen. T h i condemned to 
death one o f the  arrested leaders 
o f the T hang-B inh dem onstra tion .

Latest Coup
The la test m il i ta ry  coup is the 

n in th  such change in  the  reg im e 
in  Saigon in  15 m onths. T he  U.S. 
—  whose o ffic ia ls  have  become 
practiced  dead-pan comedians w ith  
th e ir  statem ents abou t U.S. forces 
be ing in  Sou th  V ie tn a m  a t the 
request o f a le g itim a te  govern­
m en t the re  —  fin d s  its e lf in  the 
pos ition  o f be ing the la ug h in g ­
stock o f the w o rld .

B u t the w o r ld  know s i t  is no t 
re a lly  a la u g h in g  m a tte r because 
no one can be sure the  U.S. w o n ’t  
escalate to w a rd  a w a r w ith  Ch ina 
and possible nuc lear c o n flic t. As 
long  as the  U.S. rem a ins in  V ie t­
nam , w here  i t  is no t w anted  by 
the po pu la tio n  and w here  U.S. 
G I ’s are dy in g  in  va in , the  V ie t­
nam  s itu a tio n  w i l l  be a th re a t to 
w o r ld  peace. The o n ly  rea l solu­
tio n  is U.S. w ith d ra w a l.

Senator W ayne M orse, w ho  has 
been one o f the fe w  outspoken 
congressional c r it ic s  o f the  U.S. 
aggression in  V ie tnam , w arned 
Feb. 19 th a t the U.S. is “ fas t ap­
p roach ing  a massive con flic t, a 
ho locaust”  in  Southeast Asia . He 
said: “ The Pentagon, the  D epa rt­
m en t o f State, seem to  w a n t an 
a lib i and excuse fo r  bom bing 
nuc lea r in s ta lla tion s  in  Red 
C h ina .”

The Feb. 23 W a ll Stree t Jou rna l 
says th a t “ h igh  o ffic ia ls ”  in  W ash­
in g ton  are p re d ic tin g  fu r th e r  a ir  
s trikes against N o rth  V ie tn am  pro­
v id ed  the re  is “ some m easure o f 
p o lit ic a l s ta b ility  a fte r  the  la test 
coup in  Saigon.”

Rebuff By Allies
M eanw hile , W ash ing ton has had 

its  d ip lom ats  sound ing ou t its  a l­
lies in  Europe on V ie tnam . The 
results, according to a London re ­
p o rt in  the Feb. 22 N. Y. H e ra ld  
T ribu ne , “ came as a shock to  the 
U.S. and a re a l re b u ff.”  The a llies 
in  Europe, says the  rep o rt, “ have 
ju s t said again th a t they don’t 
w a n t a n y th in g  to  do w ith  V ie tnam  
except to  see an e a rly  peace set­
tlem en t.”

I t  is  also c lear th a t im p o rta n t 
sections o f the U.S. ca p ita lis t class 
are question ing  the  w isdom  of 
Johnson’s actions in  V ie tnam , and 
the re  is a cris is  atm osphere in  
W ashing ton. I f  Johnson proceeds 

(Continued on Page 6)

B y  th e  E d itors
A m erica ’s rac is t ru le rs  can 

b reathe easier now  th a t M a lco lm  
X  has been assassinated. F o r he 
was the m ost uncom prom is ing, in ­
c o rru p tib le  and ta len ted leader o f 
th is  c o u n try ’s 22 m illio n  op­
pressed, deprived  and insu lted  
b lack  citizens.

T he  w h ite  pow er s tru c tu re ’s 
ly in g  newspapers po rtra yed  M a l­
colm  X  —  d u r in g  his li fe  and 
since h is  m u rd e r —  as a danger­
ous and th rea ten ing  figu re . He was 
dangerous —  to  the w ho le  b a r­
ba ric  and degenerate system of 
ra c ia l oppression, South and 
N orth . He was th rea ten ing  —  to 
those w ho upho ld  and p ro f it  fro m  
th a t system. He was a leader they 
feared because they kne w  his k in d  
w ou ld  never c a ll a “ m o ra to riu m ”  
o r “ c o o lin g -o ff”  pe riod in  the 
strugg le  o f the  A fro -A m e ric a n  
masses sho rt o f com plete and to ta l 
v ic to ry .

M a lco lm  w anted and s tr ive d  to 
make w h a t was be ing ca lled —  
exaggera ted ly  and w is h fu lly  —  
the “ Negro re v o lu tio n ”  in to  a rea l 
re vo lu tion , th a t is, to ta l destruc­
tio n  o f eve ry  fo rm  o f ra c ia l in ju s ­
tice  w h ich  makes A m erica  the h e ll 
i t  is  fo r  b lack  people.

In  h is tra g ic a lly  sho rt b u t b r i l ­
l ia n t  career, M a lco lm  showed h im ­
se lf to  be one o f the  m ost re m a rk ­
able figu res  o f o u r times. In  a few  
b r ie f years he achieved no t on ly  
n a tion a l b u t in te rn a tio n a l s tature . 
He was w e ll on h is w ay to  ad­
vanc ing  the  re la tio nsh ip  o f A f ro -  
A m ericans and A frica n s  to  the  
le ve l o f m ea n ing fu l m u tu a l aid 
and suppo rt in  the strugg le  fo r  
freedom . A t  th is  yea r’s A fro -A s ia n  
S o lid a r ity  Conference, be ing he ld 
in  A lg ie rs , w h ich  he had planned 
to  attend, t ie  w o u ld  un do ub te d ly   
have p layed an im p o rta n t ro le.

Won Adm iration
He w on the a d m ira tio n  o f the 

teem ing b lack  ghettos by  h is fe a r­
lessness and eloquence. I t  was as 
i f  he had taken fo r  h is gu ide  the 
m o tto  o f The L ib e ra to r , the  A b o ­
li t io n is t  paper o f a cen tu ry  before: 
“ I  am  in  earnest, I  w i l l  n o t e q u iv ­
ocate; I  w i l l  no t excuse; I w i l l  no t 
re trea t a s ing le  inch ; and I  w i l l  be 
hea rd !”

They lis tened eagerly as, on 
te lev is ion  and rad io  o r in  the

M A R T Y R E D  F IG H T E R . T h e  la te  M a lco lm  X  and his d au gh ter 
Ily a s a h  a t K e n n ed y  In te rn a tio n a l A irp o rt upon his re tu rn  fro m  
A fr ic a  last N o v. 24.

newspapers, he spoke the u n ­
varn ished t ru th  abou t the  m is ­
trea tm e n t o f his people in  th is  
c o u n try  and to ld , w ith  un d ilu te d  
b itterness, ju s t  w h a t the v ic tim s  
fe lt  about it. T h e ir  breasts swelled 
w ith  p r id e  as th e ir  spokesm an took  
on hos tile  in te rv ie w e rs  and debat­
ers and, w ith o u t eve r los ing his 
d ig n ity , p roved m ore than a m atch 
fo r  them .

T he w h ites, too, were s ta rtled  
by h im . Those w ho p ro f i t  fro m  the 
oppression o f the Negro po pu la ­
tio n  and those co rru p ted  o r m en t­
a l ly  poisoned by  i t  were alarm ed. 
B u t m ore w h ites  than was rea lized 
had m ixed  reactions —  in c lu d in g  
a g ru dg ing  respect and even ad­
m ira tio n  fo r  h is courage in  f ig h t ­
ing  so fo r  h is people. Some others 
fe lt  o u tr ig h t sym pa thy  fo r  his

cause o r were w on over b y  h is 
argum ents. F o r the re  is a good 
nu m be r o f unbra inw ashed w h ites, 
w ith  soc ia lis t-m inded  people in  
th e ir  fo re fro n t, w ho do no t regard  
b lack  people as a th re a t; w ho do 
n o t fe a r  b la c k  people de fend ing  
themselves, a tta in in g  pow er, con­
tro ll in g  th e ir  ow n organ izations 
and com m unities  and dec id ing 
w he the r they p re fe r in te g ra tio n  o r 
separation.

Such w h ites  d id  n o t fea r th e 
th ings M a lco lm  was proposing. On 
the c o n tra ry  m any o f them  look 
fo rw a rd  to the day the N egro  peo­
ple o f th is  c o u n try  become a 
great, organized pow er because 
th a t can encourage the s lo w e r- 
m ov ing  w h ite  w o rke rs  to  do l ik e ­
w ise and seek an a lliance  fo r  

(Continued on Page 4)

AN EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT

B y D a v id  H e rm a n
N EW  Y O R K , Feb. 22 —  I  rushed 

to get to  the m eeting  o f the O r­
ganization o f A fro -A m e ric a n  U n i­
ty  a t w h ic h  M a lco lm  X  was to 
speak Sunday a t 2:00. I  was 15 
m inu tes late, and I  d id n ’t  w a n t to 
m iss any o f w h a t M a lco lm  X  had 
to say. H e was scheduled to  p re ­
sent the  long-aw aited p rogram  of 
the O A A U .

The f ro n t  o f the  A udubon  B a ll­
room  was u n u su a lly  qu ie t. The 
usual con tingen t o f cops w asn’t  
there —  o n ly  a squad car w ith  tw o  
men inside, th a t I  noticed. .

Representatives o f the press 
w eren ’ t  adm itted , th is  tim e, b u t 
I  was ad m itted  on the understand­
in g  I  w o u ld n ’t  re p o rt the  m eeting. 
There  was a s p r in k lin g  o f w h ites  
in  the audience —  as usual. T h is  
has been so a t these O A A U  m eet­
ings ever since M a lco lm  X  re ­
tu rne d  fro m  A fr ic a .

B ro th e r B en ja m in  opened the 
m eeting w ith  a ta lk  th a t stressed 
the unprecedented cris is  the w o rld  
faced today. He po in ted ou t the 
trem endous rate a t w h ic h  the 
w o r ld  was chang ing and the need 
fo r  an open-m inded and fle x ib le  
approach. T h is  was in  the w ay o f 
an in tro d u c tio n  to the  p ro g ra m  o f

the O A A U  w h ich  M a lco lm  X  was 
about to present.

M a lco lm  X  came to  the  stage 
ju s t be fore B en ja m in  fin ished. 
The tw o  shook hands, and B en­
ja m in  le f t  the  stage.

M a lco lm  stepped to  the pod ium  
and greeted the audience as he 
cus to m a rily  d id . “ A s Salaam 
A la ik u m ”  (Peace be w ith  y o u ), he 
said. “ W a A la ik u m  Salaam ”  (A n d  
to you, peace), responded the  au­
dience.

Jus t then a m an on the le f t  side 
o f the  h a ll, seven o r e ig h t row s 
fro m  the fro n t, shouted: “ G et yo u r 
hand ou t o f m y  pocket!”  He 
shouted again and scu ffled  w ith  
someone, d ra w in g  the a tten tion  o f 
the w ho le  audience. As events 
q u ic k ly  proved, th is  was u n ­
doub te d ly  a planned d ive rs ion  to 
aid  the assassins.

M a lco lm  X  stepped fro m  behind 
the pod ium , saying to  the a u d i­
ence, “ Be cool.”

Then a bu rs t o f g u n fire  rang 
out. M a lco lm  was h i t  by  the f ir s t  
bu rs t. He s tiffened  and fe l l  back­
wards. The audience th re w  its e lf 
on the f lo o r as the f ir in g  con­
tinued .

W hen the f ir in g  f in a lly  stopped, 
some wom en cried  h ys te rica lly . 
M en fro m  the O A A U  rushed ou t

to f in d  a s tre tcher. O thers b locked 
o f f  the stage. B y  the tim e  som e 
police a rrive d , the  assassins ap­
p a re n tly  had got ou t o f the ha ll. 
The m en re tu rn ed  w ith  a s tre tche r 
and ca rried  M a lco lm  out.

Then the po lice came in  force 
and w andered around the  h a ll — 
lo o k in g  fo r  the weapons, pre- 
sum ably. Some o f the audience 
le ft  im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  the  shooting 
and the rest f ilte re d  ou t g rad­
ua lly . I  d id  no t see the po lice 
m ak ing  any a ttem p t to ob ta in  w i t ­
nesses.

M any in  the audience rem ained 
outside, w a it in g  to hear w h e the r 
M a lco lm  X  w o u ld  liv e  —  and 
then stood there  in  g r ie f  and 
anger.

“ W e’l l  never have another lik e  
h im ,”  one w om an said.

M a lco lm  X  kne w  he was the 
(Continued on Page 2)

Malcolm X 
Funeral Services
N EW  Y O R K  —  Funeral serv­

ices for Malcolm X  w ill be held 
at Faith  Temple, 1763 Am ster­
dam Ave. (near 147th St.) on 
Saturday, Feb. 27, at 9:30 a.m.

Murder of Malcolm X a Cruel Blow 
To the Cause of Black Emancipation

Malcolm X's Last Meeting



Page Two T H E  M IL IT A N T Monday, M arch 1, 1965

A FIRST-HAND REPORT

N. Y. Cops and That Student ‘Riot’
FEB . 22 —  M a rtin  L u th e r  K in g  

re tu rn e d  to  Selma, A labam a, to ­
d a y  and ca lled fo r  a m arch  on the 
S ta te  C ap ito l to p ro test the  state’s 
p o lic y  o f d e p riv in g  Negroes o f the 
r ig h t  to  vote. K in g  spoke to 700 
Negroes a t the  B row ns Chapel 
M e th o d is t C hurch , and to ld  them  
th a t  the  p lanned m arch w o u ld  be a 
response to  Gov. George W allace ’s 
ac tion  in  bann ing  n ig h t dem on­
s tra tions  in  Selm a and nearby 
M a rio n .

K in g  declared th a t Gov. W allace 
had  said “ n o th in g  abou t the  p ro b ­
lem s th a t b ro u g h t about the dem ­
onstra tions.”  “ W e are go ing to 
have a m otorcade to  M on tgom ery 
in  th e  n e x t few  days. W e hope to 
have ou r forces m ob ilized  to have 
carloads o f people fro m  a ll over 
th e  state to  m arch  on the C ap ito l. 
W e  w i l l  be go ing the re  to te ll 
G ove rn o r W allace we a ren ’t  going 
to  take  i t  any m ore .”

W allace ’s ban on n ig h t dem ­
onstra tions  fo llow e d  a b ru ta l a t­
ta c k  by  50 state troopers on a 
peace fu l m arch  in  M a rio n  Feb. 18. 
A t  th a t tim e  400 Negroes w ere  
a tte m p tin g  to  m arch  to  the  P e rry  
C o u n ty  ja i l  in  M a rio n  to  pro test 
the  a rres t e a rlie r in  the day o f a 
c iv il- r ig h ts  w o rk e r. The troopers 
storm ed in to  the  m archers and 
spectators, and using c lubs and 
guns, d rove  them  in to  cafes, a 
fu n e ra l p a r lo r  and back in to  the 
chu rch  w h ere  the m arch  had 
begun.

Police Shooting
A t  least ten Negroes w e re  beaten 

b loody, and one, 26 -yea r-o ld  
Jam es Jackson, was shot in  the 
stom ach and a fte rw a rd s  clubbed 
to  the  ground. Jackson saw a state 
tro o p e r beating h is  m othe r, M rs. 
V io la  Jackson, in  a cafe w here 
Negroes had fle d  fro m  the police 
a ttack . Jackson w e n t to  h is  m o th ­
e r ’s defense and the  cop shot h im  
and then  c lubbed h im .

N o to rious  rac is t and sad ist C o l­
one l A l  L ingo , e u p h em is tica lly  t i ­
t le d  the  A labam a P u b lic  Safe ty 
D ire c to r, charged Jackson, w ho  is 
in  th e  h o sp ita l in  c r it ic a l cond i-
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Rev. M . L . K in g

tion , w ith  “ assault and a b a tte ry  
w ith  in te n t to  m u rd e r a p a tro l­
m an .”

W h ile  the cops w ere  bea ting  the 
Negroes, groups o f w h ite  m en a t­
tacked photographers and te le v i­
sion cam eram en and severe ly  beat 
them . P o lice  made no e f fo r t  to  
p ro te c t the  newsm en. “ W e’ve got
perm iss ion to  k ic k  t h e  ou t o f
them ,”  said one o f the  attackers.

A f te r  the Negroes w ere  beaten 
back in to  the church, cops w ith  
saw ed -o ff shotguns he ld  them  
the re  fo r  45 m inutes. L a te r, w hen 
a sm a ll group o f Negroes gathered 
a t a restau ran t, state troopers 
m oved in  to disperse them . W hen 
one Negro attem pted to ru n  away, 
cops ye lled  “ G et th a t n igg e r”  and 
c lubbed h im  to  the s idew a lk.

S ix  o f the  ten in ju re d  Negroes 
w ere  h u r t  seriously, tw o  w ith  
fra c tu re d  sku lls . C h ie f D e pu ty  
S h e r if f  S. W . M oo ty  com m ented, 
“ There  was no th in g  to  to n ig h t’s 
in c id e n t,”  add ing  th a t he un d e r­
stood “ one Negro fe l l  dow n .”

Im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  the  attack, 
Rev. K in g  w ire d  A tto rn e y  G en­
e ra l K atzenbach u rg e n tly  request­
in g  fede ra l p ro tec tion  fo r  Negroes 
in  A la ba m a ’s b lack  be lt. K a tze n ­
bach has n o t seen f i t  to  do so.

Segregationist Meeting
W h ile  K in g  spoke in  Selma to ­

n igh t, Ross B arne tt, the fo rm e r 
governor o f M iss iss ipp i, was 
speaking at a m eeting  o f the Selma 
W h ite  C itizens C ouncil. B a rn e tt 
to ld  the crow d o f ra b id  segrega­
tion is ts , “ We face absolute e x tin c ­
tio n  o f a l l  we ho ld  dear unless we 
are v ic to rio u s .”

F if ty  state troopers and m em ­
bers o f S h e r if f  J im  C la rk ’s posse 
stood outside K in g ’s m eeting  w ith  
guns, n igh ts ticks  and r io t  helm ets. 
W hen K in g  le f t  the m eeting , a 
p la inc lo thes state cop stopped 
K in g ’s car as 20 troopers crow ded 
around.

He asked K in g  w h y  he had been 
c r it ic a l o f the state troopers and 
state laws. “ I  in te nd  to  be c r it ic a l 
o f the troopers and the  state law s,”  
K in g  rep lied . A f te r  a tense m o­
m ent, they le t K in g  go.

K in g  reported  th a t he had re ­
ceived a c a ll fro m  a “ h igh  o ff ic ia l 
in  the  fede ra l governm ent,”  w ho 
to ld  h im  th a t the re  was evidence 
th a t a p lo t was be ing la id  in  Selma 
to  m u rd e r h im .

Yours for the Asking
For books and pamphlets on Cuba, 

the Freedom Now struggle, the labor 

movement, socialist theory, send for 

a free copy of our catalogue.

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
5 East Third Street 
New York 3, N. Y.

B y B a rb ara  F a rb e r
[N ew  York C ity’s Democratic 

administration is continuing its 
all-ou t effort to smash a boycott 
against school segregation and in ­
ferior education for Negro and 
Puerto Rican children. On Feb. 19, 
the day after the events described 
in  the story below, no less than 
400 cops converged on downtown  
Brooklyn to line the route of a 
peaceful march by 200 students on 
their way to picket the Board of 
Education.

Thirteen more adult participants  
were arrested on the hypocritical 
charge of “abetting truancy.” I t  
has been the standing practice of 
the cops to arrest the adult pickets 
and chaperons accompanying the 
student demonstrators and then to 
harass and attempt to intim idate  
or goad the children. Rev. M ilton  
Galamison and other boycott lead­
ers charge the arrests are illegal 
under the federal C ivil Rights 
Act.]

NE W  Y O R K , Feb. 19 —  “ 300 
S tudents R io t 2nd Day, A tta c k  
P olice in  B ro o k ly n ”  says a f ro n t­
page head line  in  today ’s New  
Y o rk  T im es. E ith e r th e ir  re p o rte r 
is b lin d  and be ing fed h o rro r  sto­
ries b y  the  po lice, o r th e ir  e d i­
to rs  are, in  a w o rd , dishonest.

I  was there.
T h is  is the fo u r th  w eek th a t 

I ’ve been w o rk in g  w ith  the boy­
c o ttin g  students in  th e ir  F reedom  
Schools. The  ones I ’ve come to 
kn o w  are b r ig h t and eager. B ut, 
h a v in g  a ll th e ir  lives  attended 
segregated schools, w here  accord­
in g  to  a H a ryou  rep o rt, the y  are 
trea ted as unteachable, they  are 
w o e fu lly  beh ind g rade -leve l in  ac­
com plishm ent. T here  are others 
w ho  seem to have tau gh t the m ­
selves or, in  the w ords o f one g ir l 
w ho  loves Shakespeare and poetry , 
“ M y  E ng lish  teacher is Negro. She 
cares about us.”

Y este rday about 250 ju n io r -h ig h  
students p lus  a fe w  h igh -schoo l 
students and abou t 12 adu lts  set 
o f f  to  p icke t the B oard  o f H ea lth  
to p ro tes t the rats, la ck  o f heat 
and lack o f ho t w a te r in  s lum  
dw e llings . I t  m ust be a th re e -m ile  
w a lk  fro m  S iloam  P resbyte rian  
C hurch  to  do w n to w n  B ro o k lyn , 
b u t the k id s  were fu l l  o f en thu ­
siasm and made the h ike  in  record 
tim e, u n e v e n tfu lly . A t  the  Board

o f H e a lth  the y  set up  a b ig  
b u t s tragg ly  p icke t line , w h ich , 
surrounded by la rge  num bers o f 
police, lasted fo r  perhaps a h a lf  
hour.

A t  one p o in t a young  boy w ith  
a p las tic  w a te r-p is to l in  h is  pocket 
was arrested fo r  c a rry in g  a “ wea­
pon.”  A t  the end o f the h a lf  hour, 
m ounted po lice  m oved in  and p ro ­
ceeded to  he rd  the  k ids  to w a rd  the 
B oard  o f Education , h a lf  a m ile  or 
so away. T he  k ids  w anted  to  re ­
tu rn  to  the B oard  o f Education , 
b u t n o t yeste rday since no dem ­
on s tra tion  had been p lanned there 
—  except, ap pa ren tly , by  the po­
lice.

Chased b y  the  cops, the  k ids  
set o f f  he lte r-ske lte r and by the 
tim e  I  go t the re  a p icke t lin e  had 
a lready  been set up. T he  po lice had 
surrounded i t  w ith  barricades and 
were push ing  the k ids  w ith  b i l ly  
clubs. A d u lts  w ho crossed the 
street to  keep an eye on the  k ids 
w ere  im m e d ia te ly  a rrested on 
orders o f the Board  o f E ducation, 
w h ic h  c la im s to  be so in terested 
in  the w e lfa re  o f ch ild ren .

A fte r  about 20 m inu tes  o f th is, 
the  po lice  forced the ch ild re n  to 
leave in  the  d ire c tio n  opposite to 
th a t lead ing  back to the church. 
U ndete rred, the youngsters set o ff 
a t a fas t tro t, p lan n in g  to  c irc le  
the b lock  and re fo rm  th e ir  p icke t 
line . T h is  the po lice  w o u ld  no t 
a llow , b u t by  means o f po lice  on 
foo t, po lice  on horseback, and 
po lice  in  po lice  cars, herded them  
across the w ide  avenue (F la tbu sh

... Report of Malcolm X  Meeting
(Continued from  Page I )

ta rge t o f an assassination p lo t. He 
said p la in ly  and repea ted ly tha t 
the B la ck  M uslim s, under the 
orders o f E li ja h  M uham m ad, were 
ou t to  k i l l  h im .

“ I ’m  a m arked  m an,”  M a lco lm  
X  said in  a in te rv ie w  Feb. 18 . . . 
I  kn o w  b ro the rs  in  the  m ovem ent 
[B la c k  M us lim s ] w ho  w ere  g iven 
orders to  k i l l  me . . . The press 
g ives the  im pression th a t I ’m  j i v ­
in g  abou t th is  th in g  . . . They 
ignore the evidence and the actua l 
a ttem pts .”

In  the same in te rv ie w , reported  
in  the Feb. 22 New Y o rk  T im es, 
M a lco lm  X  re fu te d  the  charge 
made b y  the press tha t w h a t was 
in vo lve d  was a feud by  tw o  equa l­
ly  g u ilty  groups.

“ I  have no feud w ith  the B lack  
M us lim s,”  said M a lco lm  X , “ T h is  
is a one-sided th ing . Those th a t 
have done v io lence  are fanatics 
w ho  th in k  they  are do ing the w i l l  
o f God w hen the y  go and m a im  
and c r ip p le  those w ho  le ft  the 
m ovem ent.”  Those w ho le ft,  he 
continued, “ have n o t been in ­
vo lved  in  v io lence against those 
w ith in .”  “ I  be lieve in  ta k in g  ac­
tion , b u t n o t action  against b lack  
people,”  he added.

In  h is  la s t speech before the 
O A A U  on Feb. 15, in  w h ich  he 
to ld  abou t the bom bing  o f his 
home, M a lco lm  X  accused E lija h  
M uham m ad o f o rd e rin g  the a ttack 
and said: “ E li ja h  M uham m ad
cou ld  c a ll th is  o f f  tom orro w , b u t 
he w o n ’t. H e doesn’t  care about the

b lack  people; he doesn’t  even care 
about his ow n fo llo w e rs .”

“ T he  po lice kn o w  the  c r im in a l 
n a tu re  o f the B la ck  M u s lim  m ove­
m ent, because the m ovem ent is 
f u l l  o f po lice ,”  M a lco lm  X  charged.

The po lice  gave le ft-ha nd ed  
support to the con tention  o f a 
B la ck  M u s lim  spokesman th a t 
M a lco lm  X  had set f ire  to  h is own 
home. T hey  leaked the s to ry  to the 
press th a t a la rge ja r  o f gasoline 
had been found  s tand ing in  one 
room  o f the  fire-bom bed home, 
and ano the r s to ry  tha t a w h iskey  
bo ttle  con ta in ing  gasoline had 
been found  on a dresser.

The press p icked up these sto­
ries, im p ly in g  the bom bing m ig h t 
have been a p u b lic ity  s tu n t and 
in  o the r w ays b e lit t l in g  the se ri­
ousness o f the m any a ttem pts on 
M a lco lm ’s life .

The assassinated b lack  leader 
leaves a w ife , B e tty  Shabazz, and 
fo u r  ch ild ren . H is  w id o w  is ex­
pecting  another ch ild .

A ssem blym an P ercy S utton , the 
fa m ily  la w y e r, said: “ M a lco lm  X  
d ied  broke, w ith o u t even an in ­
surance po licy . E v e ry  penny th a t 
he rece ived fro m  books, magazine 
a rtic les  and so on was assigned to 
the  B la ck  M us lim s be fore he b roke  
w ith  them , and a fte r  th a t to  the 
M u s lim  Mosque, In c .”

C o n trib u tio n s  to  a id  the be­
reaved fa m ily  and condolences 
can be sent to  M rs. M a lco lm  X , 
c /o  O rgan iza tion  o f A fro -A m e r i­
can U n ity , 2090 Seventh Ave., 
N ew  Y o rk  27, N . Y .

Ave. ex tens ion) back in to  the 
h e a rt o f d o w n to w n  B roo k lyn .

The adu lts  w ho, fe e lin g  unab le 
to  co n trib u te  to  the  sa fe ty  o f the 
ch ild re n , had w atched the p icke t 
lin e  fro m  across L iv in g s to n  St., 
now  set o f f  in  pu rsu it. B u t the  
po lice  w ere  h e rd ing  a t such a 
fo rced pace th a t i t  took us a fe w  
m inu tes to catch up. W hen we 
d id , in  f ro n t  o f the D im e Savings 
B ank, we caught s igh t o f one cop 
m anhand ling  a boy. W hen one o f 
us grabbed the boy aw ay fro m  the 
cop, three m ore set upon h im , 
slam m ed h im  to  the ground, and 
ca rried  h im  o ff  in  handcuffs .

A t  th is  p o in t a cop rode his 
horse up onto the pavem ent, and 
made i t  prance around, n a r ro w ly  
m iss ing m y  fee t as w e ll as others '. 
P o lice had also chased some o th e r 
k id s  around the  b lock, and I  set 
o f f  to f in d  ou t w h a t was go ing on, 
b u t saw no signs o f r io tin g , b r ic k -  
th ro w in g , o r b roken  w indow s re ­
ported  in  the d a ily  press.

I  caught up again w ith  the  k ids  
on F u lto n  St., dow n w h ic h  h a lf  a 
dozen po lice cars and m ore m o u n t­
ed cops w ere  h e rd in g  them . I t  was 
a long  m arch. The o n ly  no tab le 
events w ere w hen a w h ite  w om an 
broke  a soda b o ttle  over the head 
o f one o f o u r boys (unno ticed  by  
the police, o f course), and w hen 
a theater cashier grabbed h e r 
purse and l i t  o u t as though she’d  
seen the  H ound o f the B a ske r- 
v ille s  w hen severa l boys peered 
in to  he r t ic k e t w indo w .

Street Blocked
T w o  blocks before the  S iloam  

P resby te rian  C hurch , po lice cars, 
fo r  s o m e  m ysterious reason, 
b locked the stree t so th a t the  
c h ild re n  w o u ld  have to go severa l 
blocks ou t o f th e ir  w ay. B u t a 
b lock  fu r th e r , the c h ild re n  caugh t 
on and came back to  Je ffe rson  
Avenue. On th is  b lock  approach­
ing  the church, some d igg ing , 
enclosed b y  wooden saw-horses, is 
go ing on. H a v in g  had  th e ir  f i l l  o f 
the  police, the  ch ild re n  got the 
idea o f us ing  the  saw-horses and 
set them  up across the  street, 
s lo w in g  the  progress o f the po lice 
cars.

(Some o f the a d u lt supervisors 
o r chaperons had ca rried  subw ay 
tokens fo r  the k id s ’ fares back to- 
the chu rch  fro m  do w n to w n  B ro o k ­
lyn . B u t in  the police-caused 
confusion, some o f these adu lts  
w ere  arrested, the k id s  were- 
herded o f f  so th a t the  adu lts  
cou ld n ’t  catch up w ith  them  —  
and so the k ids  w a lked .)

A t  the chu rch  we were greeted 
by  the s igh t o f h a lf  a dozen po­
lice  cars, f iv e  cops in  each, sev­
e ra l m ore loaded w ith  p la in -  
clothesm en, p lus  a dozen cops and 
a half-dozen p la inc lo thesm en on 
foo t. The ch ild re n  w ere  d irec ted  
by one o f Rev. G a lam ison ’s aides 
to go in to  the church, have a 
sandw ich and m ilk , and then “ cu t 
ou t.”  Some fr ie n d ly  m em ber o f th e  
press had w arned the s ta ff th a t 
the po lice  w ere  p la n n in g  to in ­
vade the  chu rch  and a rres t eve ry ­
one there. E ith e r the po lice 
changed th e ir  m inds  o r th is  was 
a false a la rm . A f te r  the k id s  had 
gone o f f  in  good order, the po lice 
fo r  the m ost p a r t g ra d u a lly  le ft.

A t  the w e ek ly  m ee ting  o f the 
C ity -W id e  C om m ittee  fo r  In te ­
gra ted Schools las t n ig h t, there 
was ah o ve rw h e lm in g  vote to con­
tin u e  the dem onstra tions, to  s ta rt 
an a d u lt p ic k e t- lin e  in  f ro n t o f 
the  B oa rd  o f Education fro m  5:30 
to 7:00 w eekday evenings, s ta rtin g  
today, and to redoub le  e ffo r ts  to 
contact a d u lt m em bers o f the  
ghetto com m un ity .

In  h is rem arks, Rev. G alam ison, 
leader o f the boycott, po in ted out 
the hypocrisy  o f the N ew  Y o rk  
press in  p ra is in g  dem onstra tions 
by  c h ild re n  in  Selma, A labam a, 
w h ile  i t  v il if ie s  the  B ro o k ly n  
ch ild re n . He called th is  a re fle c ­
t io n  o f a d is to rted  society and 
added th a t “ ou r c h ild re n  are 
rea c ting  in  a n o rm a l w a y  to  a 
society so s ick  th a t people don’t  
rea lize i t . ”

King Slates Rights Rally 
At Alabama State Capitol
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To Rose Karsner and James P. Cannon:

Salute to 2 Veteran Socialists
LO S A N G E LE S  —  A  gala m eet­

in g  here on Feb. 19 celebrated the 
75th b irth d a ys  o f Rose K a rsn e r 
and James P. Cannon, and the 55 
years they have been in  the s trug ­
gle  fo r  socialism .

G reetings to  J im  and h is w ife  
Rose came fro m  a ll ove r the U.S. 
and the w o r ld  in  m any languages, 
too num erous fo r  a l l o f them  to 
be read (see a rtic le  b e lo w ).

J im , w ho  was recu pe ra ting  in  
the  ho sp ita l fro m  a bo u t w ith  
pneum onia, was unab le to attend. 
Steve Roberts, the p ro g ra m  c h a ir­
m an, “ accused”  h im  o f de lib e ra te ­
ly  no t show ing up, since he has 
th rea tened these past fe w  years to 
q u it  g iv in g  speeches.

J im  sent a message to  the ce l­
e b ra tion , re la tin g  the w o n d e rfu l 
in s p ira tio n  th a t Rose has been to 
h im , and the im portance  o f wom en 
in  the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty .

A m on g  the speakers w ere  E ve­
ly n  N ovack, I r v in g  K irsch , George 
Jones, M a x  G eldm an and Oscar 
Coover. They described the de­
d ica tion , ha rd  w o rk , d isappo in t­
m ents and satisfactions in  Rose 
and J im 's  55 years o f f ig h t in g  fo r  
socialism .

Rose rem arked , “ The years o f 
w o rk  w ere  no t a sacrifice  —  not 
do ing  the w o rk  w o u ld  have been

the sacrifice .”
Rose K a rsn e r jo in e d  the S ocia l­

is t P a rty  in  1908, and kn e w  m any 
o f the leaders o f the e a rly  SP, in ­
c lu d in g  Eugene V . Debs. She 
jo in e d  the C om m unis t m ovem ent 
in  1920, and m e t J im  Cannon in  
1921 a t the u n ity  conven tion  o f 
the tw o  C om m unis t groups then 
in  existence. She w o rked  in it ia l ly  
w ith  the  F riends  o f Sovie t Russia, 
w h ic h  ra ised food and o ther nec­
essities fo r  the s tru g g lin g  w o rkers  
o f the e a rly  S ov ie t Republic. 
L a te r she w o rked  w ith  J im  on the 
In te rn a tio n a l L a b o r Defense, the 
o rgan iza tion  w h ich  defended Sac­
co and V an ze tti and m any o ther 
c lass-strugg le v ic tim s .

W hen the  s trugg le  between S ta l­
in ism  and T ro tsky ism  broke ou t 
in  the A m erican  C om m unis t P a r­
ty  in  1928, she fo u g h t side by 
side w ith  J im  in  defense o f the 
in te rn a tio n a l socia lis t pos ition  o f 
L e n in  and T ro ts k y  against the  
degeneration o f socia lism  in tro ­
duced by  S ta lin . She was an un ­
t ir in g  w o rk e r in  eve ry  task she 
undertook and labored v a lia n t ly  
over the years to  he lp b u ild  the 
m ovem ent w h ich  became the So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty .

In  the  e a rly  days, th is  was a 
d i f f ic u lt  task. The sm a ll group of

T ro tsky is ts  had to p a tie n tly  e x ­
p la in  th e ir  ideas to m em bers o f the 
C om m unist P a rty , re c ru it in g  them  
one by  one, in  the face o f a v ic ious  
s lander cam paign and even p h y ­
sical a ttacks d irec ted  against them  
b y  the  CP leaders. Rose w o rked  
to  get The M il ita n t  out, and la te r, 
to he lp  organize the new  re c ru its  
to keep the m ovem ent going.

A m ong the m any jobs she pe r­
fo rm ed  was d ire c tio n  o f P ioneer 
P ub lishers  in  1939-40. She la te r  
headed the  A m e rica n  C om m ittee  
fo r  European W orkers  R e lie f.

Founding Leader
James P. Cannon, p re sen tly  the 

N a tion a l C ha irm an o f the SWP, 
was th e  fo u n d in g  leader o f 
A m e rica n  T ro tsky ism . H e had 
been an organ izer and s tr ik e  lead ­
e r in  the In d u s tr ia l W orkers  o f 
the  W o rld  and became a m em ber 
o f the  Socia lis t P a r ty ’s le f t  w in g  
a fte r the  Russian R evo lu tion . He 
was a fo u n d in g  m em ber o f the 
C om m unis t La bo r P a rty  in  1919, 
and was a leader o f the CP in  the  
1920s.

Cannon was a delegate to the 
S ix th  W o rld  Congress o f the Com ­
m un is t In te rn a tio n a l. There  he 
chanced upon T ro ts k y ’s c r it ic is m  
o f S ta lin ’s program . He read i t

and was convinced. He re tu rn ed  
to the U.S. w ith  a de te rm ina tion  
to f ig h t  fo r  T ro ts k y ’s ideas.

In  1941, the fed e ra l governm ent 
convicted Cannon along w ith  17 
o th e r leaders o f the SW P under 
the S m ith  A ct. He served a 16-

m on th  te rm  in  Sandstone P en iten ­
tia ry .

The sp ir ite d  m ee ting  ce leb ra ting  
the ann iversaries o f the tw o  class- 
s trugg le  f ig h te rs  inc luded s ing­
in g  —  led by a chorus fro m  the 
Y oung S oc ia lis t A llia n ce .

Messages of Greeting from Around the Globe
From Paris, France

The In te rn a tio n a lis t C om m unist 
P a r ty  (F rench  Section o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l)  sends you 
its  congra tu la tions on y o u r an n i­
ve rsa ry  and is happy to jo in  in  
m a rk in g  th is  occasion bo th  w ith  
the  comrades w ho  w i l l  be cele­
b ra tin g  i t  pe rsona lly  w ith  you and 
w ith  the  v e ry  m any o th e r com ­
rades th rou gh ou t the  w o rld .

We reca ll y o u r long years of 
s trugg le  w ith o u t fa lte r in g  fo r  the 
cause o f socia lism  th rou gh  m any 
stages o f the w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent 
b o th  in  A m erica  and in te rn a ­
tio n a lly . We rem em ber m ost p a r­
t ic u la r ly  y o u r place in  the  T ro t­
s k y is t m ovem ent, w here  you, 
Com rade Cannon, w ere  one o f the 
m ost ou ts tand ing  cadre leaders o f 
the  In te rn a tio n a l and o f the  sec­
tions  w h ic h  pa rtic ip a ted  in  its  
found ing .

Y ou have, dear comrades, know n  
ou r m ovem ent’s d i f f ic u lt  years 
and you are present now  a t the 
beginn ings o f the resurgence of 
o u r ideas r ig h t  ins ide  tha t w o rk ­
ing-class p a rty  w h ich  had pe r­
secuted them  most h a te fu lly . We 
hope th a t you w i l l  be ab le to cele­
b ra te  w ith  the young generations, 
w h o  are now  jo in in g  ou r m ove­
m ent, the  com plete v ic to ry  o f 
T ro tsky ism .

Internationalist Communist Party

From Calcutta, India
O n th is  happy occasion o f yo u r 

75th b ir th d a y s ’ ce lebra tion , we, 
the T ro tsky is ts  o f W est Bengal, 
send you o u r w a rm  re v o lu tio n a ry  
greetings. Just as the  h is to ry  o f 
the  w o r ld  T ro ts k y is t m ovem ent is 
incom p le te  w ith o u t m en tion ing  
the  h is to ry  o f the  Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers P arty , so also the  h is to ry  o f 
the  SW P its e lf  w o u ld  be in con ­
ce ivab le  w ith o u t the g lo rious rec­
o rd  o f y o u r re v o lu tio n a ry  a c t iv i­
ties. I t  w o u ld  be no exaggeration 
to say th a t m any generations o f 
T ro tsky is ts  a ll over the  w o r ld  had 
th e ir  in it ia t io n  in  re v o lu tio n a ry  
M a rx is m  thanks to  the  p ioneering  
pu b lica tio ns  b ro u g h t ou t by  the 
SWP. Y o u r H is to ry  o f A m erican  
T ro tsky ism  and The S trugg le  fo r  
a P ro le ta r ia n  P a rty  had been the 
sources o f in sp ira tio n  to  m any o f 
us. W e have a lw ays adm ired  the 
courage and consistency w ith  
w h ic h  the  SW P has he ld  a lo ft the 
banner o f re v o lu tio n a ry  socia lism  
and p ro le ta r ia n  in te rn a tio n a lism  
in  the v e ry  c itad e l o f w o r ld  reac­
tion . The W est Benga l T ro tsky is ts  
pay t r ib u te  to  y o u r re v o lu tio n a ry

in te g r ity , de te rm in a tion  and stead­
fastness, w h ic h  has made the SWP 
w h a t i t  is today.

W e jo in  the  T ro tsky is ts  o f a ll 
lands in  w ish in g  bo th  o f you 
m any happy years to  come, f u l l  
o f sound he a lth  and s p ir itu a l sat­
is fac tion .

K. Bhattacharyya
On behalf of the Guiding
Committee,
West Bengal Trotskyist Group

From Vienna, Austria
On y o u r 75th b ir th d a y  the  A us­

tr ia n  Section o f the  F o u rth  In te r ­
na tio n a l o ffe rs  its  m ost co rd ia l 
greetings and hopes th a t you m ay 
long  con tinue  as fe llo w -f ig h te rs  in  
the T ro ts k y is t w o r ld  m ovem ent to 
w h ic h  you have made such o u t­
s tand ing  con tribu tions .

The IK O  secretariat

From Copenhagen, Denmark
The D anish section o f the 

F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l w ants to e x ­
press its  sincere greetings on the 
occasion o f the s e v e n ty -f if th  
b irth d a ys  o f Com rade James P. 
Cannon and Com rade Rose K a rs ­
ner, ac tive  pa rtic ip an ts  in  the re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  s trugg le  fo r  55 years.

E rik  Boje
Revolutionary Socialists

From Paris, France
E xperience has dem onstrated 

th a t a basic con d ition  fo r  the 
b u ild in g  o f re v o lu tio n a ry  socia list 
o rgan iza tions —  the cond ition  
m ost d i f f ic u lt  to rea lize  in  the 
h is to r ica l circum stances o f the  last 
40 years —  is the  c o n tin u ity  o f 
leadership. Today, no one p e r­
son ifies b e tte r than  you th a t con­
t in u ity  o f leadersh ip  w ith in  the 
in te rn a tio n a l T ro ts k y is t m ove­
m ent.

T h roughou t a l i fe  o f com bat 
w h ic h  has le d  you fro m  the  le ft 
w in g  o f the  A m erican  w o rke rs ’ 
m ovem ent o f years long  past to 
the  fou n d in g  o f the  C om m unist 
P a rty , to the  organ iza tion  o f some 
o f its  m ost successful mass ac­
tions, to  the  crea tion  o f the L e ft ' 
O pposition  and the T ro ts k y is t 
m ovem ent in  the  U n ite d  States —  
and to  m ore tha n  25 years o f p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in  the  leadersh ip  o f the 
S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  —  you 
have ta u g h t a great lesson to  re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  socia lists: th a t a po licy  
based on p rin c ip le s  is no t an ob­
stacle bu t, on the  con tra ry , a nec­
essary con d ition  fo r  the  b u ild in g  
o f an e ffec tive  organ iza tion .

I t  is  then w ith  em otion and g ra ­

titu d e  th a t w e rem em ber a l l th a t 
the m ovem ent owes to you, a t th is  
m om ent when, in  the nam e o f the 
U n ite d  S ecre ta ria t o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, we congra tu la te  you 
w a rm ly  on yo u r 75th ann iversary. 
The o n ly  w ish  w h ic h  we can ex ­
press on th is  occasion, is th a t fo r  
m any years you m ay rem a in  w ith  
us, a long w ith  yo u r com pan ion, 
Rose K arsner, in  a u n ited  and 
g ro w in g  m ovem ent w h ich  w i l l  
p rove  its e lf  w o rth y  o f its  founders.

E. Germ ain and P. Frank  
For the United Secretariat 
of the Fourth International

From Athens, Greece
The P o lit ic a l C om m ittee  o f our 

p a rty  sends the  w arm est g reet­
ings and best wishes to tw o  old  
Bolsheviks: Comrades Cannon and 
K arsner.

W e kn o w  Com rade J im  fro m  
his w r it in g s  and especia lly fro m  
his book, The S trugg le  fo r  a 
P ro le ta r ia n  P arty , w h ich  we have 
trans la ted  and m im eographed.

For the Political Committee 
G. Krateros, Secretary

From Chinese Section of 
Fourth International

T h is  s e v e n ty -f if th  b ir th d a y  o f 
bo th o f you, w h ich  is also the 
f i f t y - f i f t h  an n ive rsa ry  o f each o f 
you p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the  re v o lu ­
tio n a ry  socia list m ovem ent —  fro m  
the Second and T h ird  to  the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l —  such an 
occasion is un ique  in  the  h is to ry  
o f the  socia lis t m ovem ent th ro u g h ­
ou t the  w o rld .

Y ou have founded and led the 
T ro ts k y is t m ovem ent in  the  U n it ­
ed States, w h ich , ha v in g  passed 
36 years, has set up a basis fo r  
the  v ic to ry  o f the fu tu re  socia list 
revo lu tion .

On such an occasion, w e send 
bo th  o f you, w ith  great pleasure, 
sincere respects and greetings on 
be ha lf o f the  R e vo lu tion a ry  Com ­
m un is t P a rty  o f C hina, the  Chinese 
section o f th e  F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l. A n d  w e w ish  bo th  o f you 
good health  and long  life .

Peng Shu-tse 
Chen P i-lan

From Colombo, Ceylon
. . .  The m ovem ent is s t i l l  in  

need o f y o u r ac tive  p a rtic ip a tio n  
and leadership. T he  La nka  Sama 
Sam aja P a rty  (R e vo lu tio n a ry ) 
w ish  you, Com rade Cannon, and 
Com rade Rose K a rsne r, m any 
m ore years o f good- he a lth  so th a t 
the  T ro ts k y is t F o u rth  In te rn a tio n ­

a l m ovem ent cou ld fu r th e r  be ne fit 
by  yo u r vast know ledge, e x p e ri­
ence and leadership.

Edmund Samarakkody, 
Secretary

From Cologne, Germany
. . . W e have also learned th a t 

Rosa and you are lo ok in g  back to 
a. 55-year a c t iv ity  in  the  A m erican  
and in te rn a tio n a l soc ia lis t m ove­
m en t th is  year. T h a t’s the  l i fe  o f 
a w ho le  generation o f the  labo r 
m ovem ent . . . th is  au tum n I, m y­
self, am  com p le ting  the 50th year 
o f ac tive  w o rk  in  the  re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  m ovem ent —  since 1915 . . . 
I  am sending you the greetings o f 
the  G erm an comrades and I  do 
hope th a t y o u r experience and ac­
t iv i t y  w i l l  rem a in  fo r  us fo r  a ve ry  
long tim e. To bo th  o f you fro m  me 
I ’m  sending a f irm  shake o f the 
hand.

Georg

From Santiago, Chile
. . W e are able to re p o rt re ­

sponsib ly th a t the  C h ilean T ro t­
sky is t sections, d iv id e d  up to now, 
have agreed to u n ify  themselves 
unde r the fla g  o f the U n ite d  Sec­
re ta r ia t o f the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l. We be lieve th a t th is  act o f 
u n ity  . . .  is  the best homage we 
cou ld pay to the  m any years o f 
s trugg le  o f Comrades Rose and 
J im  . . .

Montes —  Valdes 
Pro-Unification Committee

From Santiago, Chile
. . .  In  a w o rd  . . . o u r lives  have 

ru n  p a ra lle l courses a t the  tw o  
ends o f the A m erican  continents, 
and I  am  p ro fo u n d ly  convinced 
th a t o u r e ffo rts  have no t been in  
va in . The w o rld  and L a t in  A m e r­
ican re v o lu tio n  is deve lop ing unde r 
the  sign o f the law s o f the  P er­
m anent R evo lu tion  b r i l l ia n t ly  
elaborated by o u r teacher, Leon 
T ro ts k y  . . .

Hum berto Valenzuela, Sec’y - 
Gen. of Partido Socialista Po­
pular; D irector of Obreros 
Municipales de Santiago

From Mexico City
. . . The t ie  w e have w ith  you, 

Comrades K a rsn e r and Cannon, 
is the d a ily  rea liza tion  th a t the re  
exists in  the U n ited  States a p a r­
ty  w h ich  ba ttles the m ost p o w e rfu l 
im p e ria lism  on its  ow n ground, the 
p a rty  o f w h ic h  you w e re  im p o r­
ta n t in it ia to rs  and are s t i l l  lead ­
ers. T h is  know ledge  th a t a l l the 
struggles o f peoples sub jugated to 
im p e ria lism  has an echo w ith in  th e

fortress o f th a t im p e ria lis m  is the  
m a jo r p ro o f o f the  re a lity  and 
v ig o r o f y o u r w o rk  . . .

M anuel Sarmiento, 
Liga O brera M arx is ta

From Lima, Peru
. . . The P e ru v ia n  T ro tsky is ts  see 

in  the tw o  o f you, no t o n ly  ex­
e m p la ry  re v o lu tio n a ry  Marxists, 
b u t also honorab le  representatives 
o f the g reat people o f the  United  
States, o f th a t people o f Eugene 
Debs, B i l l  Hayw ood, John  Reed, 
w hom  w e lo ve  and respect, d i f ­
fe re n tia tin g  them  c a re fu lly  fro m  
the ferocious, barbarous and in ­
h um a n im p e ria lism  o f W all 
S tree t . . . .

Ismael Frias, Sec’y-Gen., 
Partido Revolucionario Obrero  
y Campesino

From Buenos Aires, Argentina
In  the  name o f the  P ro -F o u rth  

In te rn a tio n a l G roup  o f A rg e n tin a  
w e send the w arm est greetings on 
y o u r 75th ann iversary , as w e ll as 
ou r fe rve n t wishes th a t the  in te r ­
na tiona l re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent 
w i l l  con tinue fo r  m any years to  
en jo y  the presence and ac tive  p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in  the  s trugg le  o f you 
comrades w ho have served so long  
and w ith  such devo tion  the  cause 
o f the  w o rke rs  o f the  w o rld .

M iguel

From New York
G reetings fro m  the  P o lit ic a l 

C om m ittee  o f the S ocia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  on the occasion o f y o u r 
75th b irth da y .

T h a t the  la s t 55 years, the  
w ho le  o f y o u r a d u lt lives, have 
been w e ll spent is attested to  by  
t h e  re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent 
w h ich  you founded and con tinue  
to  b u ild  here in  the  c itad e l o f 
w o r ld  reaction . I t  has stood up 
th rou gh  the  recent d i f f ic u lt  years 
and is w in n in g  a c ru c ia l p lace in  
the  em erg ing generation.

W e look  fo rw a rd  to  m any m ore 
years o f com radeship and co lla b ­
ora tion .

Farre ll Dobbs

How Cuba Uprooted 
Race Discrimination

By H a rry  Ring

16 pages 15 cents
Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place 
New York 3, N. Y .

Rose Karsner and James P. Cannon
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REACTIONS TO DEATH OF MALCOLM X

'He M ade Us A ll Feel Alive'
The following are some of the 

reactions to the death of Malcolm  
X  as reported here and abroad.

*  *  *

“ M ore than anyone else he was 
ab le to a rtic u la te  the  deep fee ling  
o f the  Negro masses . . . He gave 
to the  oppressed and dow n trodden  
b lack people o f th is  cou n try  a new 
sense o f p r id e  and a new  sense o f 
d ig n ity .”  —  John Lew is , C ha irm an 
o f the S tudent N o n v io le n t Coor­
d in a tin g  C om m ittee.

*  *  *

“ The k i l l in g  o f M a lco lm  X  was
a m a jo r setback fo r  the Negro
m ovem ent. W hoever d id  i t  was 
fo rm ed  in  the  c ru c ib le  o f the 
W estern W orld , o f the A m erican  
Repub lic . I t  is  because o f you —  
the  m en w ho  created th is  w h ite  
suprem acy —  th a t th is  m an is 
dead. Y o u r m ills , yo u r c ities, y o u r 
rape o f a con tine n t started a ll 
th is .”  —  A u th o r  James B a ld w in , 
in te rv ie w e d  in  London.

*  *  *

“ The po lice  and press w ere  u n ­
fa ir .  N o one be lieved w h a t he 
said. They never took h im  se ri­
ously, even a fte r the  bom bing  o f 
o u r home. They said he d id  i t  h im ­
self. N ow  w h a t are they go ing to 
do —  say he shot h im se lf? ”  —  
B e tty  Shabazz, M a lco lm ’s w idow .

*  *  *

“ T h is  e v il act m ust be s trong ly  
condem ned by a ll people o f good 
w i l l .  W e m ust face the trag ic  fa c t 
th a t M a lco lm  X  was m urdered  by  
a m o ra lly  in c lem en t c lim ate . I t  
reveals th a t o u r society is s t i l l  
s ick enough to  express dissent 
th rou gh  m urd e r. W e have no t 
learned to disagree w ith o u t be ing 
v io le n t ly  disagreeable. I  am  deep­
ly  saddened and appa lled. T h is  
v ic ious assassination should cause 
o u r w h o le  society to see th a t 
v io lence and ha tred  are e v il forces 
th a t m ust be cast in to  unend ing 
lim b o .”  —  M a rt in  L u th e r  K in g .

*  *  *

“ A  society in  w h ic h  people are 
shot dow n a t w i l l  is  a society 
w h ic h  w i l l  p lunge the w o r ld  in to  
disaster. M a lco lm  X  was re v ile d  
in  the U.S. and B r ita in ,  b y  the es­
tab lished press, no t because o f his 
advocacy o f arm ed defense fo r  the 
Negro against a ttack  b u t because 
he showed th a t the same standards 
w h ic h  prom oted c rue l and u n re ­
le n tin g  w a rs  o f a tro c ity  in  V ie t­
nam , the Congo and o ther parts  
o f the w o rld , w ere  responsible 
fo r  the  s u ffe r in g  o f the Negro in  
the  U.S. . . . The vio lence of 
H a rle m  is A m e rica ’s v io lence and

Jam es B a ld w in

i t  is  to  be feared th a t A m erican  
vio lence w i l l  become the v io lence 
o f the  w o r ld .”  —  B e rtra n d  Rus­
se ll, fam ed B r it is h  ph ilosopher 
and peace spokesman.

*  *  *

“ M a lco lm  X  was a v e ry  good 
fr ie n d  o f m ine. The la s t tim e  he 
was in  P h ila de lph ia , abou t a 
m on th  ago, w e  spoke toge ther a t 
a ra lly . H e pledged his suppo rt to 
m e in  c iv i l  r ig h ts  p u b lic ly , reg a rd ­
less o f o u r d iffe rences in  ideology. 
I  can o n ly  say th a t m y  h e a rt is 
v e ry  heavy w ith  the death o f M a l­
co lm  X . W h a t a g reat loss to  m an­
k in d . A  20th C e n tu ry  p rophe t la id  
dow n his l i fe  fo r  a cause in  w h ich  
he be lieved. He was a tru e  leader 
and a p roud  b lack  m an and m y  
fr ie n d .”  —  S tan ley Branche, 
cha irm an  o f the Chester, P ennsy l­
van ia , C om m ittee  fo r  Freedom  
Now.

*  *  *

“ I  do n o t kn o w  w h a t m o tiva ted  
the assassination o f M a lco lm  X . I t  
is a great tragedy. A l l  o f those 
w ho stood against h im  as w e ll as 
h is fo llow e rs  stand to  lose b y  h is 
v io le n t death. W h ile  I  disagreed 
w ith  h is ph ilosophy I  had great 
ad m ira tio n  fo r  h im .”  —  E d w in  C. 
B a rry  o f the Chicago U rb an  
League.

*  *  *

“ I ’l l  te ll you th is , w e ’re  go ing to 
get another M a lco lm  X .”

“ T h a t’s r ig h t. F o r eve ry  one 
they get w e ’ve got ten m ore. —  
T w o wom en in  H arlem .

*  *  *

“ I  disagreed com p le te ly  w ith  
M a lco lm * X , b u t I  recognized he 
was f ig h t in g  fo r  h is vers ion  o f a 
be tte r social o rd e r fo r  the  op­
pressed Negro. I t  is tra g ic  th a t his 
career was b ro ug h t to an u n tim e ly  
end by  a m an w ho m ust have been 
fan a tic  and cou ld  have represent­
ed o n ly  fanatics.”  —  A c tin g  B o­
rough P res iden t o f M anha ttan  E arl 
B row n .

*  *  *

“ W ith o u t question, the  brazen 
bom bing  o f N o rth  V ie tn am  and 
the in te rv e n tio n  in  the  c iv i l  w a r 
in  South V ie tn am  by  the U n ited  
States G overnm ent, the m il ita r is t  
suppo rt o f the lackey Tshom be by 
the  U n ited  States G overnm en t . . . 
set the stage fo r  the  v ic ious  k i l l ­
in g  o f B ro th e r M a lco lm  X .”  —  
—  F edera tion  fo r  Independent 
P o lit ic a l A c tion , N ew  Y o rk .

*  *  *

“ I t  was a year since I  had seen 
h im , and he had g ro w n  trem end­
ously in  ove ra ll perspective. He 
had com p le te ly  m oved aw ay fro m  
separa tis t doctrine . He was ta lk ­
in g  about b r in g in g  a ll o f the ele­
m ents o f the c iv i l- r ig h ts  m ove­
m en t together so they cou ld speak 
w ith  a grea te r effectiveness —  
w h e the r a t the  U N  or in  dealing 
w ith  new  nations. H is  m anner was 
d iffe re n t even in  the w a y  he spoke 
to  people —  a conscious e f fo r t  no t

to fr ig h te n  them  o f f  and d ropp ing  
the use o f w ords lik e  ‘d e v il’ w hen 
he ta lke d  o f w h ites. He seemed 
to rea lize th a t i t  was ve ry  im ­
p o rta n t fo r  h im  to get in  the m a in ­
stream  o f the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  m ove­
m ent. He w anted  to  be respected, 
you m ig h t even say th a t he was 
seeking resp ec tab ility . H e con­
tin u e d  to  say th ings  th a t needed 
to  be said —  to  keep people on 
th e ir  toes and fo rce  them  to 
th in k .”  —  D ona ld  H a rr is  o f the 
S tuden t N o n v io le n t C oord ina ting  
C om m ittee, w ho toured A fr ic a  fo r  
SNCC last year.

*  *  *

“ I  don ’t  care i f  he was shot by 
Negroes. T h is  was planned, d i­
rected and ca rried  ou t on orders 
fro m  the w h ite  pow er s tru c tu re .”  
—  A  w om an at the M u s lim  M os­
que f ire .

*  *  *

“ I  doub t seriously  i f  the B lack 
M uslim s m urde red  M a lco lm . I  
th in k  someone else was invo lved .
I  be lieve th a t h is  k i l l in g  was a
p o lit ic a l k i l l in g  . . . and w i l l  have 
in te rn a tio n a l im p lica tio n s .”  — 
James F a rm er, N a tio n a l D ire c to r 
o f the Congress o f R ac ia l E q u a lity . 

*  *  *

“ M a lco lm  was m urde red  be­
cause he fou gh t fo r  freedom  and 
equa l r ig h ts .”  —  E d ito r ia l in  
K w a ng m ing , a Chinese newspaper. 

*  *  *

“ [T h e  m u rd e r o f M a lco lm  X  is ] 
ano the r rac is t c rim e  to erad icate 
by  v io lence the  s trugg le  against 
d is c r im in a tio n .”  —  E l M undo, a 
Cuban newspaper.

*  *  *

The M iss iss ipp i Freedom  Dem o­
c ra tic  P a rty  was ha v in g  a m eeting 
in  Jackson w hen the news o f the 
assassination o f M a lco lm  X  a r­
r ive d . Law rence  G uyo t, C ha irm an 
o f the  s ta te -w ide  p a rty , asked the 
m eeting  to  observe a m in u te  of 
silence in  M a lco lm ’s m em ory.

*  *  *

M alco lm  X ’s p ilg r im a g e  to  M ec­
ca was a key  deve lopm ent in  his 
l i fe  because i t  changed his a tt itu d e  
on the race question fro m  one “ o f 
b lack  suprem acy to one o f au then­
t ic  Is lam  w h ich  believes in  the 
e q u a lity  o f m an.”  —  D r. M . T. 
M ehdi, secretary-genera l o f the 
A c tio n  C om m ittee  on A m erican - 
A ra b  re la tions.

*  *  *

“ I  saw th a t boy speak w hen he 
was a live . He m ade a ll o f  us fee l 
a live . N ow  h^ ’s dead and I  don’t  
kno w  w h a t I  fee l except m ad.”  —  
A  w h ite -h a ire d  housew ife  in  f ro n t 
o f the  U n ity  F une ra l Home.

*  *

“ He was changing. H e  w o u ld  
have been a g rea t leader. H e was 
a m an w e cou ld fo llo w .”  —  A  ta x i 
d r iv e r  in  fro n t o f the  fu n e ra l 
home.

*  *  *

“ H e w asn’t  a fra id  o f no th ing . 
T h a t’s w h y  the y  k i l le d  h im . 
Cause he w asn’t  a fra id .” — A  teen­
ager in  fro n t o f the  fu n e ra l home.

The M ilitan t 
Sends Condolences

[T h e  fo llo w in g  is the te x t  
of a te leg ra m  sent to  B e tty  
Shabazz b y  G eorge L a v a n , 
m anaging  ed ito r o f T h e  M i l i ­
ta n t.]

T h e  trag ic  death  o f yo u r  
beloved husband, M a lc o lm  X ,  
is a grievous b lo w  to a ll 
frien d s o f m a n k in d ’s p ro ­
gress. H is  was a courageous 
and eloquent voice o f t r u th  
in  th is h yp o c ritic a l and cor­
ru p t tim e . I t  w as a p riv ile g e  
to  repo rt his speeches and  
w o rk . H is  contributions w i l l  
liv e  in  the' co n tin u in g  s tru g ­
g le fo r  the em ancipation  of 
th e  oppressed.

Young Socialists 
Send Message

[T h e  fo llo w in g  is a m es­
sage to M a lco lm  X ’s w id o w , 
B e tty  Shabazz, fro m  Jack  
Barnes, n ation al ch a irm an  of 
the Y o ung  Socialist A llia n c e ]

W e are  th in k in g  especially  
of you and yo u r ch ild re n  a t 
th is tim e  o f g rea t loss. W e  
have a lw ays fe lt  th e  deepest 
respect fo r yo u r husband as 
a re vo lu tio n ary  lead er and as 
a m an w ho  spoke the tru th . 
H is w a rm th  and  sens itiv ity  
and his sense o f h u m o r .made 
us fee l close to h im  as a p er­
son. In  o ur e ffo rts  to  w o rk  fo r  
a b e tte r w o rld , his life  w i l l  
continue to insp ire  us to liv e  
up to his exam p le  of courage  
and honesty.

W e also b e lieve  of M alco lm  
w h a t you have said, th a t “ the  
m agn itud e o f his w o rk  w il l  
be fe lt  around the w o r ld .” 
This  w il l  especially be fe lt  
by th e  younger generation  of 
revo lu tion ists  in  th is co untry  
and abroad o f w h o m  he was  
so fond and w ho  look upon  
h im  as one o f them .

(Continued from Page 1) 
m u tu a lly  agreed-on goals w ith  the black movement.

N or d id M alcolm  scorn such whites as enemies o f h is people. 
This was demonstrated by his a ttitude  towards The M ilita n t  and 
the Socialist W orkers Party , both o f w hich are in te rrac ia l. U n ­
solicited, M alcolm  on numerous occasions recommended The M il i ­
ta n t from  pub lic  p la tform s. On a num ber of occasions he honored 
the M ilita n t Labor Forum  by addressing its audiences in  which 
w hites were a m a jo rity . He praised The M ilita n t fo r a very simple 
reason —  i t  t ru th fu lly  reported w hat he said. We are very proud 
of w ha t he said about us and we hope to continue to be w orthy  
o f it.

A n  outstanding feature of M alco lm ’s life  was his capacity fo r 
personal, in te llec tua l and p o litica l development. That h is ideas 
had been broadened by his tr ips  to A frica  and the Near East is 
w ide ly  known. That his ideas on po litics  and w o rld  problems 
were s t i l l  evolv ing at express-tra in  speed is attested by the last 
lengthy* in te rv ie w  he gave —  p rin ted  in  the issue o f Young So­
c ia lis t ju s t o ff the press. That the evolution of his ideas would 
have continued had he not been struck down is beyond dispute.

Though he showed m arked a b ility  in  school, he d id  not con­
tinue  his education bu t took a path leading to crim e and prison. 
This pattern, so common among ghetto youth, is a ttr ibu ted  by 
m iddle-class m oralists to weak character or depraved instincts. B u t 
as often as not, i t  stems from  frus tra tion  of the h igher instincts. 
I t  is frequen tly  a fo rm  o f ind iv id ua l rebellion against a rotten so­
ciety, a proud refusal to demean oneself by accepting or observing 
the ru les o f such a cruel, co rrup t and hypocritica l system.

L ik e  many black inmates of th is coun try ’s prisons, M alcolm  
was converted by the B lack Muslims. T he ir creed entailed not only 
re jection  of crim e and the m ajor and m inor vices, b u t re jection 
of w hite-suprem acist Am erica and the C h ris tian ity  w hich had con­
doned f irs t  slavery then d iscrim ination. O ut o f prison, M alcolm  ra ­
p id ly  became the B lack M uslim s’ leading pub lic  spokesman, p ro - 
se lytizer and organizer. B u t h is m ilita ncy  and desire to  pu t the 
organization in to  the great f ig h t fo r freedom being waged by 
Black Am ericans led to fr ic tio n  w ith  the movement’s head, E lijah  
Muhammad. M alcolm  was expelled.

He proceeded to found tw o organizations. One, the M uslim  
.^Sosque, Inc., was to propagate the fo rm  and dogma o f Islam  as 
$  js practised in  the A rab  countries. The other, the Organization 
p i  A fro -A m e rica n  U n ity , was to fu rth e r the m ate ria l interests and 
struggles o f b lack Americans. He was to have set fo rth  the O A A U ’s 
program  in  deta il at the meeting w here he was assassinated.

B u t broad features of the program  had been made clear in  
previous statements and speeches. These included: U n ifica tion  of 
b lack forces fo r the greatest possible strength in  struggles fo r c iv il 
r igh ts  and human righ ts ; C ontro l o f black organizations and th e ir  
policies exclusively by b lack people; A  concerted economic and 
p o litica l attack on the unbearable conditions in  the ghettos; Fos­
te rin g  o f rac ia l pride and so lida rity  w ith  A frica n  nations.

L e ft out of the above lis t fo r separate discussion is the most 
controversia l po in t in M alco lm ’s program  —  the one w hich made 
D ixiecrats, Washington offic ia ls, police and libera ls  see red. That 
is the r ig h t o f A fro -A m ericans to defend themselves w ith  arms i f  
necessary. This has been tw isted  by the press, po litic ians, l ib ­
erals and even by some Negro leaders in to  “ advocacy of violence” 
and “ te rro rism .”  That is a complete fa ls ifica tion  of w hat M alcolm  
advocated.

He d id  not advocate violence or te rrorism . Though he was 
not a socialist, his views appear very s im ila r to theirs concerning 
the fu t i l i t y  of acts o f te rro rism . He warned, fo r example, th a t any 
a ttem pt by m isguided ind iv idua ls  in  H arlem  to w reak vengeance 
on the police, who fired  thousands o f rounds, would  s im p ly have 
played in to  th e ir hands and afforded a p re tex t fo r a massacre.

In  advocating self-defense by his people, M alco lm  was sim ply 
declaring they had the r ig h t established in  A ng lo -A m erican  law, 
& r ig h t possessed by every w h ite  man in  th is country. W hy should 
b lack people not be able to exercise th is  righ t?  W hy m ust they 
be required  by o ffic ia l and w h ite  pub lic  opinion to pledge and 
practise pacifism  in  the face of K u  K luxers , sheriffs and police 
who, under cover o f a law -enforcem ent un ifo rm , beat, m aim  and 
m urder them? An example o f the effectiveness of the armed se lf- 
defense M alcolm  advocated is now being given in  Jonesboro, 
Louisiana (see story on page 8).

A m erica ’s racist ru le rs  may feel re lieved now tha t M alcolm  X  
is dead. W h ite  libera ls  and Uncle Toms may enjoy something of 
a respite now th a t th e ir  scourge has been removed. B u t th e ir 
renewed sense o f security w i l l  be short-lived . For the conditions 
th a t produced a M alcolm  X  have not been removed, nor has the 
com pelling need of his people to be free dim inished. Moreover, 
he has le f t  a r ich  legacy of personal example, of racia l p ride  and 
achievement, o f organization and of teachings, w hich w il l  inspire 
and guide young leaders yet to come.

None w il l  be the unique personality tha t was M alcolm  X  — 
nor should we underestimate in  any way the te rr ib le  b low  his 
loss is to the freedom struggle. B u t new m ilita n t leaders w ill  
come fo rth . And, because there has been a M alcolm  X , they w il l  
f in d  themselves and the black masses they lead fu rth e r along 
the road to  th a t v ic to ry  w hich h is to ry  and justice  demands.

. . . Death of Malcolm X
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WHAT MALCOLM X REALLY STOOD FOR

E X P O U N D E D  V IE W S . M alcolm  X  at N ew  Y ork  M ilita n t Labor 
Forum  last Jan. 7. Seated is C lif ton D eB erry  who chaired meeting.

To give some in d ica tion  o f w h a t 
M alco lm  X  re a lly  stood fo r  and  
w h a t the evo lu tion  o f his th in k ­
in g  was , w e have selected the fo l­
lo w in g  extrac ts  fro m  his speeches 
and fro m  in te rv ie w s  he gave.

[The following are excerpts 
from  a speech by M alcolm  X  at 
the M ilitan t Labor Forum  in New  
York A p ril 8, 1964.]

The so-ca lled re v o lt w i l l  be­
come a rea l b lack re vo lu tio n . Now  
the b lack  re v o lu tio n  has been ta k ­
in g  place in  A fr ic a  and Asia and 
in  L a t in  A m erica . N ow  w hen I  say 
b lack, I  mean n o n -w h ite . B lack, 
b row n , red o r ye llow . O u r b ro th ­
ers and sisters in  Asia , w ho  were 
colonized by  the Europeans, our 
b ro thers  and sisters in  A fr ic a , 
w ho were colon ized by  the E u ­
ropeans, and in  L a t in  A m erica , the 
peasants, w ho  w ere  colonized by 
the Europeans, have been in vo lve d  
in  a s trugg le  since 1945 to  get the 
co lon ia lis ts , o r the  co lon iz ing 
powers, the Europeans, o f f  th e ir  
land , o u t o f th e ir  cou n try . T h is  is 
a rea l re v o lu tio n  . . .

R evo lu tions are never com pro­
m is ing. R evo lu tions are never 
based upon negotia tions. R evo lu ­
tions are never based upon any 
k in d  o f token ism  w hatsoever. R ev­
o lu tions  are neve r even based 
upon th a t w h ich  is begging a c o r­
ru p t  society o r a c o rru p t system 
to  accept us in to  it .  R evo lu tions 
o v e rtu rn  systems, and the re  is no 
system on th is  ea rth  w h ich  has 
proven  its e lf  m ore  c o rru p t, m ore 
c r im in a l th a n  th is  system, th a t 
in  1964 s t i l l  colonizes 22,000,000 
A fr ica n -A m e rica n s , s t i l l  enslaves
22,000,000 A fro -A m e ric a n s  . . .

W e have to  keep in  m in d  a t a ll 
tim es th a t we are n o t f ig h tin g  
fo r  in te g ra tion , no r are we f ig h t ­
in g  fo r  separation. W e are f ig h t ­
in g  fo r  reco gn ition  as hum an be­
ings. W e are f ig h t in g  fo r  the r ig h t 
to liv e  as free  hum ans in  th is  so­
c ie ty  .  I n fac t,  w e  are a c tu a lly  
f ig h t in g  fo r  r ig h ts  th a t are even 
grea te r than c iv i l  r ig h ts  and tha t 
is hum an r ig h ts  . . .

I f  George W ashington d id n ’t  get 
independence fo r  th is  c o u n try  
n o n -v io le n tly , and i f  P a tr ic k  H en­
ry  d id n ’t  come up w ith  a non­
v io le n t statem ent, and you taugh t 
m e to  look  upon them  as pa trio ts  
and heroes, then i t ’s t im e  fo r  you 
to  rea lize  th a t I  have stud ied 
yo u r books w e ll . . .

W hen George W ash ing ton and 
the  others got ready to  declare 
o r come up w ith  the  D ec la ra tion  
o f Independence, they d id n ’t  care 
an y th in g  abou t the  odds o f the 
B r it is h  E m pire . T hey  w ere  fed up 
w ith  ta xa tio n  w ith o u t representa­
tion . A n d  you ’ve got 22,000,000 
b lack  people in  th is  c o u n try  to ­
day, 1964, w h o  are fed up w ith  
ta x a tio n  w ith o u t representation, 
and w i l l  do the same th ing . W ho 
are ready, w i l l in g  and ju s tif ie d  to 
do the same th in g  today to  b r in g  
abou t independence fo r  o u r people 
th a t y o u r fo re fa th e rs  d id  to  b r in g  
abou t independence fo r  y o u r peo­
ple.

A n d  I  say y o u r people because 
I  c e rta in ly  cou ldn ’t  in c lude  m y ­
se lf am ong those fo r  w hom  inde­
pendence was fo u g h t in  1776. H ow  
in  the w o r ld  can a Negro ta lk  
about the D ec la ra tion  o f In d e ­
pendence w hen he is s t i l l  s ing ing 
“ We S h a ll O vercom e.”  O u r people 
are in c rea s ing ly  deve lop ing the 
op in ion  th a t w e ju s t have no th in g  
to  lose b u t the chains o f segrega­
tio n  and the  chains o f second- 
class c itizensh ip  . . .

[The following is from  the ques- 
tion-and-discussion period at a 
New  Y o rk  M ilita n t Labor Forum  
symposium M ay 29, 1964.]

Q. W hat political system does 
M alcolm  X  want?

A. I  don’t  know . B u t I ’m  f le x ­
ib le . As was stated ea rlie r, a l l o f 
the  countries th a t are em erg ing 
today fro m  un de r the shackles o f 
co lon ia lism  are tu rn in g  to w a rd  so­
c ia lism . I  don’ t  th in k  i t ’s an acci­
dent. M ost o f the countries th a t 
w ere  co lon ia l pow ers w e re  cap­
ita l is t  countries and the  la s t b u l­
w a rk  o f cap ita lism  today is A m e r­

ica and i t ’s im possib le  fo r  a w h ite  
person today to  be lie ve  in  ca p ita l­
ism  and n o t be lieve  in  racism . Y ou 
can’t  have cap ita lism  w ith o u t 
racism . A n d  i f  you f in d  a person 
w ith o u t rac ism  and you happen to 
get th a t person in to  a conversa­
tio n  and the y  have a ph ilosophy 
th a t makes you sure they don’t 
have th is  racism  in  th e ir  ou tlook, 
usu a lly  th e y ’re  socialists o r th e ir  
p o lit ic a l ph ilosophy is socia lism  . . .

The best w ay  to  solve y o u r p ro b ­
lem  is to he lp us solve o u r p ro b ­
lem . I ’m  n o t a rac is t. I ’ve  never 
been a racist. I  be lieve  in  in d ic t in g  
the  system and the person th a t is 
responsible fo r  ou r cond ition .

A n d  the on ly  defense th a t the 
people w ho are in  con tro l o f the  
pow e r s tru c tu re  and system th a t’s 
e x p lo it in g  us have had, is to  labe l 
those w ho in d ic t i t  w ith o u t com ­
prom ise as rac is ts  and extrem ists. 
N ow  i f  the re  are w h ite  people w ho 
are genu ine ly  and s incere ly  fed 
up w ith  the  con d ition  th a t b lack  
people are in , in  A m erica , then 
they have to take a stand, b u t no t 
a com prom is ing  stand, n o t a 
tongue-in-cheek stand, no t a non­
v io le n t stand . . .

[The following are excerpts from  
a speech at the New  Y ork M i l i ­
tant Labor Forum  Jan. 7, 1965.]

So, in  discussing th is  top ic  to ­
n igh t, prospects fo r  freedom  in  
1965, I  th in k  w e have to  go back 
a t least 12 years, o r  ten years, to 
the  tim e  w hen the s trugg le  o f the 
b lack  m an in  A m erica  began to 
be pro jected in to  the  lim e lig h t, no t 
on ly  in  th is  cou n try  b u t th ro u g h ­
ou t the w o rld .

I t  s ta rted  p r im a r ily  w ith  the 
Suprem e C o u rt decision, so-ca lled 
desegregation decision, and I 
should say so-ca lled desegregation 
so-ca lled decision, because there  
has been some doub t as to  w h a t 
the y  re a lly  handed down.

One o f the m a in  ing red ien ts  o f 
the  s trugg le  o f the  b lack  m an in  
A m erica  fo r  the  past 12 years has 
been the B la ck  M u s lim  m ovem ent. 
No one can deny th a t the  ro le  th a t 
the B la ck  M u s lim  m ovem ent has 
p layed in  A m erica  d u rin g  the  past 
12 years has been one o f the  m a in  
ing red ien ts  in  the stepped-up m il i ­
tancy on the  p a r t o f b lack  people 
th ro u g h o u t th is  coun try .

No m a tte r in  w h a t d ire c tio n  the 
B la ck  M u s lim  m ovem ent its e lf 
was headed, no m a tte r w h a t its  
ow n  o rgan iza tiona l ph ilosophy 
was, and no m a tte r w h a t o ther 
people tho ugh t about it ,  no m a t­
te r  w h a t th e ir  personal op in ions 
w e re  o f the B lack  M u s lim  m ove­
m ent, s t i l l  i t  cannot be denied th a t 
th is  m ovem ent, because o f its  un ­
com prom is ing  stand and because of 
its  un com p rom is ing ly  m il ita n t  ap­
proach to th ings, fo rced  o ther 
c iv i l- r ig h ts  organ izations to  be 
m ore m il ita n t  than  the y  n o rm a lly  
w o u ld  have been, and fo rced  m any 
o f the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  leaders d e fin ite ­

ly  to be m ore m il ita n t than they 
ever w o u ld  have tho ugh t o f being.

So the  m ilita n c y  o f the  b lack  
m an in  A m erica  d u r in g  the  p ast 
ten years can be traced la rg e ly  to 
the  existence and presence o f the  
m ovem ent w h ich  I ’m  re fe rr in g  to 
now  fo r  purposes o f id e n tific a tio n  
as the B la ck  M u s lim  m ovem ent. 
I ts  c o n trib u tio n  to  the  b la ck  s tru g ­
gle  fo r  freedom  in  th is  cou n try  
was m ilita n c y . I t  made m any o f 
ou r people dare to get loud  fo r  
the  f ir s t  t im e  in  400 years. I t  made 
m any o f the  b lack  leaders o f the  
c iv i l- r ig h ts  m ovem ent dare  to  get 
loud fo r  the  f ir s t  tim e  —  I  mean 
re a lly  loud —  fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e  in  
n e a rly  400 years in  o u r cou n try  . ..

The  leaders themselves never 
in tended, and they  never do in ­
tend, fo r  o u r people to go too fa r. 
T h e ir  p r im a ry  purpose has a lw ays 
been to con ta in  o u r strugg le , no t 
to lead o u r strugg le . P roo f o f th is  
is th a t seldom are the y  seen u n t il 
the  “ irrespons ib le ”  elem ents in  the 
b lack  com m u n ity  begin to explode. 
A n d  then they go a ll the  w ay 
around the  cou n try  to grab one 
o f them  fro m  w h e re ve r he’s 
tra v e lin g  and b r in g  h im  in  to  cool 
th in gs  down, to  te ll us to be cool, 
o r to te ll us to take  i t  easy —  
don ’t  rock the  boat. T h is  is th e ir  
fun c tion . T h is  is th e ir  ro le  —  at 
least i t  has been u n t il recent 
tim es . . .

G e ttin g  back to the B lack  M us­
lim  m ovem ent. You have to unde r­
stand i t  to understand w h a t has 
taken place in  the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  
m ovem ent in  th is  c o u n try  d u rin g  
the  past ten years and in  o rder 
to understand w h a t m ig h t take 
p lace in  1965. The B la ck  M us lim  
m ovem ent a ttrac ted  the  m ost m i l i ­
ta n t young  b lack  people in  th is  
coun try . The m ost restless, the 
m ost im p a tie n t and the m ost un ­
com prom is ing  b la ck  m en and 
wom en were a ttrac ted  to  the  B lack 
M u s lim  m ovem ent.

B u t the  m ovem ent its e lf, as i t  
began to grow , a c tu a lly  was m a­
neuvered in to  a vacuum , in  th a t 
[ i t ]  d id n ’t  take p a rt in  po litics . I t  
d id n ’t  take  p a r t in  the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  
s trugg le . I t  took p a r t in  no th ing  
th a t b lack  people in  th is  cou n try  
w ere do ing to co rrec t conditions 
th a t ex is ted in  o u r com m un ity , 
o th e r tha n  i t  had a m o ra l fo rce  —  
i t  stopped ou r people fro m  ge tting  
d ru n k  and ta k in g  drugs and th ings 
o f th a t so rt w h ic h  is n o t enough. 
A f te r  you sober up, you ’re  s t i l l  
poor.

So i t  became in  a vacuum . I t  
ac tu a lly  developed, i t  grew , i t  be­
came p o w e rfu l —  b u t i t  was in  a 
vacuum . A n d  i t  was f i l le d  w ith  
e x trem e ly  m il ita n t  young  people 
who w e ren ’t  w i l l in g  to  com prom ­
ise w ith  an y th in g  and w anted ac­
tion . M ore  action, ac tua lly , than 
the organ iza tion  its e lf cou ld p ro ­
duce. M ore  construc tive  action, 
and m ore p o s itive  action  tha n  the 
h ie ra rch y  o f the o rgan iza tion  was

q u a lifie d , ac tu a lly , to produce . . .
B u t those w ho w en t in to  the 

o rthodox  prac tice  o f the  Is lam  re ­
lig io n  in  the  M u s lim  Mosque, Inc., 
a t the  same tim e  we rea lized tha t 
we w ere  b lack  people in  a w h ite  
society. We were b lack  people in  
a rac is t society. W e w ere b lack  
people in  a society whose ve ry  
p o lit ic a l system was based and 
nourished upon racism , whose so­
c ia l system was a rac is t system, 
whose economic system was n o u r­
ished w ith  rac ism  . . .

So, w a n tin g  b ro therhood  and 
w a n tin g  peace and w a n tin g  a ll 
these o th e r b e a u tifu l th ings, we 
had to  also face re a lity  and rea lize 
th a t w e  w ere in  a rac is t society 
th a t was con tro lled  by racists fro m  
the fede ra l governm ent r ig h t  on 
dow n to the  loca l governm ents —  
fro m  the W h ite  House r ig h t  on 
dow n to C ity  H a ll. Racism  was 
w h a t w e w ere con fron ted  by. So 
w e kne w  th a t th is  was a p rob lem  
th a t was beyond re lig io n  and we 
fo rm ed  ano the r o rgan iza tion  th a t 
was non -re lig ious . A n d  th is  organ­
iza tion  was ca lled the  O rgan iza­
tio n  o f A fro -A m e ric a n  U n ity  o r 
the  O A A U .

In  1964, 97 per cent o f the  b lack 
A m erican  vo te rs  supported L y n ­
don B. Johnson, H u b e rt H u m p h ­
rey and the  D em ocra tic  P a rty . 
N ine ty -seven  per cent! N o one 
m in o r ity  group in  the h is to ry  o f 
the w o r ld  has ever g iven so m uch 
o f its  uncom prom is ing  suppo rt to 
one candidate and one p a rty . No 
one people, no one group has ever 
gone a l l the w a y  to  suppo rt a p a r­
ty  and its  candidate as d id  the 
people, the  b lack  people, in  A m e r­
ica in  1964 . . .

A n d  the f ir s t  act o f the  Dem o­
c ra tic  P a rty , Lyn do n  B. included, 
in  1965, w hen the representatives 
fro m  the state o f M iss iss ipp i w ho 
re fused  to  suppo rt Johnson came 
to  W ashington, D.C., and the  b lack  
people o f M iss iss ipp i sent rep re ­
sentatives the re  to  cha llenge the 
le g a lity  o f these people be ing seat­
ed, w h a t d id  Johnson say? N o­
th in g ! W h a t d id  H u m p h re y  say? 
N o th in g ! W ha t d id  R obert P re tty -  
Boy K ennedy say? N o th ing ! N o­
th in g ! N o t one th in g ! These are the 
people th a t b lack  people have 
supported. T h is  is the  p a rty  th a t 
they have supported . . .

[The following are excerpts 
from  an interview  given to H arry  
Ring over W B A I-F M  in  New  York  
Jan. 28, 1965.]

Ring: I  noticed that you men­
tioned the problem of Vietnam . 
Generally, you’re associated w ith  
concerning yourself w ith  the prob­
lems of black people. How  do you 
see the problem of U.S. interven­
tion in V ietnam  as related to the 
problems of your people?

M alcolm  X : I t ’s a p rob lem  any­
tim e  the U n ite d  States can come 
up w ith  so m any a lib is  no t to get 
in vo lve d  in  M iss iss ipp i and to get 
in vo lve d  in  the  Congo and in ­
vo lved  in  A sia  and in  South V ie t­
nam. W hy  tha t, r ig h t  there, should 
show o u r people th a t the govern­
m ent is incapab le  o f ta k in g  the 
k in d  o f action  necessary to  solve 
the p rob lem  o f b lack  people in  
th is  coun try . B u t a t the  same tim e  
she has he r nose stuck in to  the  
problem s o f others eve ryw here  
else.

W e see w here  the  p rob lem  o f 
V ie tn am  is the  p rob lem  o f the  op­
pressed and the  oppressor. The 
prob lem  in  the  Congo is the  p ro b ­
lem  o f the  oppressed and the  op­
pressor. The prob lem  in  M issis­
s ipp i and A labam a and N ew  Y o rk  
is the  p rob lem  o f the oppressed 
and the oppressor. T he  oppressed 
people a l l ove r the w o r ld  have the 
same problem s and i t  is  on ly  now 
th a t the y ’re becom ing s u ff ic ie n tly  
sophisticated to  see th a t a l l  they 
have to  do to get the  oppressor o f f  
th e ir  back is to u n ite  and rea lize 
th a t i t  is one prob lem  —  th a t our 
p rob lem s are inseparable. A nd  
then ou r ac tion  w i l l  be inseparable. 
O u r action w i l l  be one o f u n ity  
and in  the u n ity  o f oppressed peo­
p le  is a c tu a lly  the  streng th , and 
the best s treng th  o f the  oppressed

people.
Ring: You’ve said that your a t­

titude on many questions has 
changed in the past year. How  
about your attitude toward the 
established civ il-rights organiza­
tions?

M alcolm  X : I ’m  fo r  w h a teve r 
gets results. I  don ’t  go fo r  any o r­
gan iza tion  —  be i t  c iv i l- r ig h ts  o r 
any o th e r k in d  —  th a t has to com ­
prom ise w ith  the pow er s tru c tu re  
and has to re ly  on ce rta in  ele­
m ents w ith in  the pow er s tru c tu re  
fo r  th e ir  fin a n c in g  and w h ich  puts 
them  in  a pos ition  to be in flue nced  
and con tro lled  a ll ove r again by  
the po w e r s tru c tu re  itse lf.

I ’m  fo r  a n y th in g  th a t th e y ’re  in ­
vo lved  in  th a t gets m ea n ing fu l re ­
sults fo r  the  masses o f o u r people 
—  b u t no t fo r  the  b e n e fit o f  a fe w  
hand -p icked  Negroes a t the  top  
w ho get prestige  and c red it, and 
a ll the  w h ile  the masses’ problem s 
rem a in  unsolved.

Ring: B ut would you support 
concrete actions of these organiza­
tions i f  you feel they go in the 
right direction?

M alcolm  X : Yes. T he  O rgan iza­
t io n  o f A fro -A m e ric a n  U n ity  w i l l  
suppo rt fu l ly  and w ith o u t com­
prom ise any action  b y  any group 
th a t is designed to get m ea n ing fu l 
im m e d ia te  results.

[The following are excerpts 
from  an interview  given to B arry  
Sheppard and Jack Barnes for the 
M arch -A p ril, 1965, issue of the
Y oung Socia list. I t  was published 
just a few  days prior to M alcolm ’s 
death. ]

How  do you define black na­
tionalism, w ith  which you have 
been identified?

I  used to  de fine  b lack  n a tio n a l­
ism  as the  idea th a t the  b la ck  m an 
should con tro l the econom y o f his 
com m u n ity , the  p o lit ic s  o f his 
com m un ity , and so fo rth .

B u t, w hen I  was in  A fr ic a  in  
M a y , in  Ghana, I  was speaking 
w ith  the A lg e ria n  ambassador w ho 
is e x trem e ly  m il ita n t  and is a re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  in  the  tru e  sense o f the 
w o rd  (and  has his creden tia ls  as 
such fo r  ha v in g  ca rried  on a suc­
cessful re v o lu tio n  against oppres­
sion in  h is  c o u n try ). W hen I  to ld  
h im  th a t m y  p o lit ic a l, socia l and 
economic ph ilosophy was b la ck  na­
tiona lism , he asked me ve ry  f ra n k ­
ly , w e ll, w h e re  d id  th a t leave him ? 
Because he was w h ite . H e was an 
A fr ic a n , b u t he was A lg e ria n , and 
to a l l appearances, he was a w h ite  
man. A n d  he said i f  I  de fine  m y  
ob je c tive  as the  v ic to ry  o f b lack  
na tiona lism , w here  does th a t leave 
him ? W here does th a t leave re v ­
o lu tio na ries  in  M orocco, E gyp t, 
Ira q , M au ritan ia?  So he showed 
me w here  I  was a lie n a tin g  people 
w ho w ere  tru e  revo lu tiona rie s  de­
d ica ted to o v e rtu rn in g  the  system 
o f e x p lo ita tio n  th a t ex is ts  on th is  
e a rth  by any means necessary.

So, I  had to do a lo t  o f th in k ­
in g  and reapp ra is ing  o f m y  de­
f in i t io n  o f b la ck  na tiona lism . Can 
w e sum up the  so lu tion  to  the  
p rob lem s co n fro n tin g  o u r people 
as b lack  na tiona lism ? A n d  i f  you 
notice, I  haven’t  been us ing the  
expression fo r  several m onths. B u t 
I  s t i l l  w o u ld  be h a rd  pressed to  
g ive  a specific  d e fin it io n  o f the  
o ve ra ll ph ilosophy w h ic h  I  th in k  
is necessary fo r  the  lib e ra tio n  o f 
the b lack  people in  th is  coun try .

W hat is your opinion of the 
w orld -w ide struggle now going on 
between capitalism and socialism?

I t  is  im possib le  fo r  cap ita lism  
to  surv ive , p r im a r ily  because the  
system o f cap ita lism  needs some 
b lood to suck. C a p ita lism  used to  
be lik e  an eagle, b u t now  i t ’s m ore 
l ik e  a v u ltu re . I t  used to  be strong  
enough to go and suck anybody ’s 
b lood w h e the r they w e re  strong  
o r not. B u t now  i t  has become 
m ore cow ard ly , l ik e  the  v u ltu re , 
and i t  can o n ly  suck the  blood 
o f the  helpless. As the na tions o f 
the w o r ld  free  themselves, then 
cap ita lism  has less v ic tim s , less to 
suck, and i t  becomes w eake r and 
weaker. I t ’s on ly  a m a tte r o f tim e  
in  m y op in ion  be fore  i t  w i l l  co l­
lapse com ple te ly .
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A Taste of W hat Venezuelans Live With

Killing of Peace Corps Member
B y James B a rre tt

Police  in  Caracas, Venezuela, 
k i l le d  one young A m erican  m em ­
be r o f the Peace Corps and seri­
ou s ly  w ounded another on Feb. 
19. A cco rd in g  to  witnesses, po lice 
m achine-gunned the re a r tires  o f 
a jeep ca rry in g  fo u r  Peace Corps 
m em bers, then  ordered the tw o  
young m en in  the  f ro n t  seats to 
get o u t w ith  th e ir  hands up. As 
th e y  d id  so, the  po lice  co ld­
b looded ly  gunned the m  dow n.

Joseph R. R up ley, 24, o f O rinda, 
Cal., a graduate o f the U n iv e rs ity  
o f C a lifo rn ia  a t B e rke le y , was 
k i l le d  in s ta n tly  b y  a b u lle t 
th ro u g h  the  heart. D a v id  G. 
G love r, 25, o f Grosse I l e, M ich ., 
was serious ly  w ounded in  the  
abdomen.

T h is  tragedy, w h ic h  cou ld no t 
be k e p t o u t o f U.S. newspapers, 
g ives A m e rica n  readers a g lim pse 
o f the  tru e  s itu a tio n  in  Venezuela. 
P ic tu re d  b y  the  U.S. State D e pa rt­
m e n t and press as a “ m odel 
dem ocracy,”  the  p ro -im p e ria lis t 
reg im e in  Venezuela is engaged 
in  a cam paign o f b ru ta l repres­
s ion o f Opponents on the  le f t  and 
a l l  suspected o f pro-Cuban sym ­
pathies. T he  fa c t th a t the  o ff ic ia l 
e xp la na tio n  is th a t the  shooting 
o f the  Peace Corpsm en was a 
“ case o f m is taken  id e n tity ,”  th a t 
th e  po lice  d id  n o t kn o w  the y  w ere  
A m ericans b u t tho ugh t the y  w ere  
Venezuelan you th , speaks elo­
q u e n tly  o f the  po lice conduct in  
th is  sector o f the “ free  w o r ld .”

T a x i D r iv e rs ’ S tr ike
Peace Corps D ire c to r Sargent 

S h r iv e r agreed w ith  Venezuelan 
a u th o ritie s  th a t the v ic tim s  had 
been m istaken  fo r  s tuden t “ te r­
rorists,” th a t is, young Venezuelans 
w h o  w ere  suppo rting  a s tr ik e  o f 
tax i and bus d r iv e rs  w h ic h  the 
gove rnm en t was t ry in g  to  smash.

The  s tr ik e  re p o rte d ly  im m o b il-

The N.Y. Times 
And Caracas Cops

T h e  Feb. 22 N e w  Y o rk  
T im e s  carried  tw o  ed itoria ls  
w h ich  pointed up its  h yp o ­
c r it ic a l double standards. 
C om m enting  on th e  m u rd e r  
of M a lco lm  X ,  th e  pap er as­
serted th a t M a lc o lm  had  
“ spaw ned” th e  atm osphere  
fo r  his ow n m u rd er.

Com m enting  on th e  tw o  
Peace Corps m em bers w ho  
w e re  gunned dow n b y  C a ­
racas cops w h ile  th ey  had  
th e ir  hands up, th e  paper 
opined it  w as a case o f “ j i t ­
ters” because o f Castro; and  
a “ trag ic  an o m aly” in  a 
“fr ie n d ly , p o lit ic a lly  stable, 
prosperous co u n try .”

In  n e ith e r case d id  th e  p a­
p er seem too m uch concerned  
about th e  v ic tim s  o f the  
crim es.

ized ove r 10,000 vehicles in  Cara­
cas, the  cap ita l, and M erida . I t  
was subsequently broken  b y  the 
governm ent w h ic h  used po lice  
vio lence, mass arrests and a 
th re a t to  revoke the licenses of 
a ll d r ive rs  w ho  w o u ld  no t re tu rn  
to w o rk .

T w o  Venezuelan students were 
k i l le d  and a nu m be r wounded 
w hen po lice attacked a dem onstra­
tion  they had ca lled in  support 
o f the  s trike rs . In  these cases 
the re  was no question o f “ m is ­
taken id e n tity .”

Police savagery in  Venezuela is 
so scandalous th a t even the p a r lia ­
m en t there , w h ic h  has lo ng  been 
purged o f m il ita n t  le ft is t  oppo­
nents o f the  reg im e, has fe lt  im ­
pe lled  to  investiga te  and docu-

Charge U.S.-Organized Forces 
Responsible for Uganda Bombing

B y D ic k  Roberts
U .S .-supp lied  a irp lanes, p ilo te d  

by  “ A m erican  citizens, C uban 
refugees, o r  o th e r m ercenaries,”  
bom bed tw o  tow ns in  no rth w e s t­
e rn  Uganda, Uganda’s P rim e  M in ­
is te r M ilto n  Obote charged Feb. 
13. The  tow ns named b y  Obote 
b o rd e r the  Congolese area w here 
L u m u m b is t freedom -figh te rs  arc 
b a tt l in g  U .S .-B e lg ium  puppet 
M oise Tshom be’s w h ite  m ercenary 
arm y.

“ W e have been attacked w ith ­
o u t any p ro voca tion  w hatsoever,”  
Obote declared, “ . . . I f  A m erica  
th in k s  she can ru le  the  w ho le  
w o r ld  by  v io la t in g  o th e r’s te r r i­
to r ia l in te g r ity  and independence, 
she is no t a dem ocracy, she is 
ru le d  b y  gangsters prepared to 
d is tu rb  w o r ld  peace.”

A s  a re su lt o f the  attack, 
Uganda m ob ilized  a rm y  reserves 
Feb. 18, accord ing to  the New  
Y o rk  T im es. T w o  days e a rlie r, 
abou t 1,000 dem onstra to rs a t­
tacked the  U.S. Embassy in  
K am pa la , U ganda’s cap ita l, and 
dem anded th a t the  U.S. w ith d ra w  
sup po rt fo r  Tshom be. Zam bia, 
K enya , and Tanzania jo in e d  in  
s trong  p ro test ove r the bom bing 
attack.

O n Feb. 19, Tshom be demanded 
im m ed ia te  w ith d ra w a l o f Ugandan 
troops w h ic h  he c la im ed had cap­
tu re d  a Congolese to w n  s ix  m iles 
in s ide  the  Congo. T w o  days la te r,
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m en t it .  The m ost recent in v e s ti­
ga tion  took place la te  las t year 
w hen a com m ission composed of 
m em bers o f the Venezuelan House 
o f Deputies tu rned  up ad d itio n a l 
evidence suppo rting  le ft is t  charges 
th a t the  c u rre n t repressions are 
long-established po lice  methods.

Dem ands had been ra ised in  
the  House o f Deputies fo r  the in ­
vestiga tion  o f po lice  m a ltre a tm e n t 
o f p o lit ic a l prisoners a fte r  the 
sons o f some o f the deputies had 
been to rtu re d  by  police, t ry in g  to 
e x tra c t “ confessions”  fro m  them . 
T es tim ony g iven  before the  com­
m ission proved the a llegations o f 
the  deputies’ sons to  be true . 
M oreover, num erous cases o f lac­
era tions, beatings, even k il l in g s  
by  the po lice  w ere  revealed.

Students M urdered
C ritic s  o f the reg im e charge 

th a t since 1962 hundreds o f stu­
dents have been k il le d  and th a t 
thousands o f students and w o rk ­
ers have been im prisoned .

La te  in  1960 governm ent sup­
pression o f p o lit ic a l parties such 
as the  M ovem en t o f the R evo lu ­
t io n a ry  L e f t  (M IR )  and the Com­
m un is t P a rty  began. M em bers of 
these pa rties  and others fo rm ed 
the A rm e d  Forces o f N a tion a l 
L ib e ra tio n  (F A L N ) w h ic h  is now  
engaged in  g u e rr il la  w a rfa re  w ith  
governm ent troops.

The F A L N  has declared th a t i t  
w o u ld  c a rry  on its  s trugg le  by  
lega l m ethods i f  the governm ent 
lega lized a ll p o lit ic a l parties, re ­
stored freedom  o f the press and 
c iv i l  lib e rtie s , released a ll p o lit ic a l 
prisoners and ended p o lit ic a l re ­
pression.

N E W  Y O R K  —  “ W e w i l l  never 
consider ourselves t r u ly  free u n t il 
a l l o f A fr ic a  is free .”  T h is  state­
m en t by  John  W . S. M alecela, 
Am bassador and U N  representa­
t iv e  o f Tanzania, sum m ed up the 
fee lings o f fo u r  A fr ic a n  speakers 
a t a Feb. 18 N a tion a l G ua rd ia n  
sym posium , here, e n tit le d  “ A fr ic a  
Speaks O u t.”

In  a d d itio n  to  M r. M alecela, 
Am bassador F. M . M u lik ita ,  rep ­
resen ta tive  o f Zam bia to the  UN, 
and E. K . Dadzie, G hana’s A m ­
bassador to Rum ania, stressed the 
im p o rta n t ro le  w h ic h  the O rgan i­
zation o f A fr ic a n  U n ity  can p lay  
in  u n ify in g  a ll A fr ic a  in  a con ti­
nent-w ide governm ent. T hey  em ­
phasized th a t the  O A U  m ust 
hand le  A fr ic a n  in te rn a l problem s, 
and condem ned a ll fo rm s o f fo r ­
e ign  in te rve n tio n .

The A fr ic a n  representatives 
w ere outspoken in  th e ir  denuncia­
t io n  o f M oise Tshombe, U.S.- 
B e lg ian puppet in  the  Congo. 
“ T he  rese rvo ir o f good w i l l  to­
wards the  U n ite d  States in  A fr ic a  
is ru n n in g  ou t because o f Tshom ­
be,”  M r. M alecela stated. “ We 
hate h im  because he is the  m u r­
derer o f Lu m um b a and w e con­
s ider h im  the  puppet o f fo re ign  
agents,”  M r. Dadzie added.

The fo u rth  speaker was Jacob 
Kuhangua, secre tary genera l o f 
the  South W est A fr ic a  People’s 
O rgan iza tion . M r. K uhangua ’s o r­
gan iza tion  is ac tive  in  the  s trug ­
gle to lib e ra te  South W est A fr ic a , 
w h ic h  is p resen tly  a m andated 
te r r ito ry  o f the  fasc is t-like  South 
A fr ic a n  governm ent.

“ W e are guarded b y  w h ite  ove r­
m asters,”  K uhangua stated. “ We

F O R  U N IT Y .  Delegates a t P a n -  
A fr ic a n  Congress m eeting .

are k e p t in  con trac t la b o r w h ich  
is the  b lood b ro th e r o f s lavery . 
H a tred, fear, aggression, and ex ­
p lo ita tio n  are o u r daily e xp e ri­
ences.”

M r. K uhangua, w ho rece n tly  
escaped fro m  w h a t w o u ld  have 
been ce rta in  im p rison m en t in  
South A fr ic a , is w o rk in g , in  ex ile , 
in  Dar-Es-Salaam in  Tanzania. 
“ The people the w o rld  ove r are 
d igg ing  the  grave o f the ex ­
p lo ite rs ,”  he said. “ W ith  o r w ith ­
ou t guns, one day w e w i l l  f ig h t  to 
lib e ra te  ourselves.”

... Johnson's Secrecy on Vietnam War

Tshom be was repo rted  to  have 
rushed a con tingen t o f h is  w h ite  
m ercenaries in to  th is  reg ion.

M eanw h ile , Tshom be’s m e r­
cenaries have been m eeting  tough 
resistance fro m  the Congolese 
themselves. L u m u m b is t forces on 
Feb. 9 ambushed the L e o p o ld v ille  
a rm y  in  N ia  N ia, m id w a y  be­
tween S ta n le y v ille  and Pau lis. In  
th ree  days o f f ig h tin g , the Lu- 
m um b is ts  in fl ic te d  heavy losses 
and cap tured m any weapons, de­
sp ite  the  a ir  support o f three 
U.S. B-26 bom bers to Tshom be’s 
arm y.

T h is  a ttack  de layed the m er­
cenary a ttem p t to seal o f f  the 
no rtheaste rn  Congolese bo rde r, 
th rou gh  w h ic h  the  Lum um b is ts  
are re ce iv in g  a id  fro m  other 
A fr ic a n  countries, m a in ly  A lg e ria . 
The Tim es  ca lled  i t  a m a jo r set­
back fo r  Tshom be’s governm ent, 
n o tin g  th a t M a j. S ieg fried  M u lle r  
— an ex-Nazi m ercenary  o ffic e r 
w ho  s t i l l  wears the  Iro n  Cross —  
was m iss ing in  action.

In  a re la ted  developm ent, Jonas 
M ouanza, the  ambassador and 
rep resen ta tive  o f Congo (B ra z ­
z a v ille ) to the UN , charged in  a 
U N  press conference Feb. 8 th a t 
the  U.S. was f ly in g  planes over 
B razza v ille . M ouanza stated th a t 
th is  aggression against h is gov­
e rnm en t was in  p repa ra tion  fo r  
a U .S .-backed a ttack  on B razza­
v il le  s im ila r  to  the U .S .-Be lg ian 
“ rescue m iss ion”  in  S ta n le yv ille  
las t Novem ber.

“ B u t B razza v ille  is n o t S tan ley­
v il le , ”  M ouanza stated. “ I f  the 
b lo o d th irs ty  m ercenaries procede 
to  action, the  sm a ll com m une of 
B razza v ille  w i l l  f ig h t  to  the 
death.”  M ouanza’s in d ic tm e n t of 
the  U .S. preceded by a week the 
s t i l l  unexp la ined  assassinations of 
th ree  B razzzav ille  governm ent o f­
fic ia ls .

(Continued from  Page 1)
now  to  escalate, he w i l l  begin a 
w a r w ith  dom estic op in ion  d iv ide d  
as i t  has never been on the eve 
o f a m a jo r fo re ign  co n flic t.

Some o f the ca p ita lis t d is il­
lu s ion m en t in  Johnson is due to 
the  fa c t th a t in  a few  b r ie f  days, 
Johnson succeeded to  a m ost im ­
pressive degree in  he lp ing  to  close 
the  breach between M oscow and 
Peking. F o r th is  he deserves con­
g ra tu la tions  fro m  the re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  forces th ro u g h o u t the w o rld .

A f te r  S ovie t P re m ie r K osyg in  
re tu rn e d  to  M oscow fro m  N o rth  
V ie tn a m  —  w here  he was on an 
o ff ic ia l v is it  when the U.S. bombed 
the cou n try  —  Pravda  p icked up 
a m a jo r  Chinese thesis. T h is  was 
th a t the  U.S. aggression aga in t 
V ie tn a m  “ is a provoca tion  against 
the soc ia lis t cam p as a w ho le .”

A n d  the  S ov ie t a rm y  organ, Red 
Star, declared in  an e d ito r ia l: 
“ The inso len t and brazen aggres­
sors ca rried  ou t th e ir  ba nd it ra ids 
a t the  v e ry  tim e  w hen the  S oviet 
de legation was in  the A s ian  coun­
tries. They tr ie d  to  d r iv e  a wedge 
between the soc ia lis t countries . . . 
The present s itua tion  compels the

socia lis t countries  to  take  the 
necessary measures to re in fo rce  
the defensive s treng th  o f the so­
c ia lis t cam p.”

O f course, an im m ense gap re ­
m ains between th is  and the  in i­
t ia t io n  o f an active  re v o lu tio n a ry  
p o lic y  on a w o r ld  scale, w h ich  
alone can end the s tand ing th re a t 
to  w o r ld  peace fro m  the con tinued 
existence o f A m erican  im p e r ia l­
ism . B u t th a t is another prob lem .

The rapprochem ent between 
Moscow and P ek ing  in  the face o f 
the com m on danger is a most 
favo ra b le  developm ent. I t  is to  be 
hoped th a t i t  w i l l  g ive pause to 
the  odd pres ident w ho th in ks  th a t 
the m ost app rop ria te  w a y  to  cele­
b ra te  h is e lec to ra l v ic to ry  is to 
act lik e  G o ldw a te r, the candidate 
he supposedly defeated.

M ea nw h ile  in  the U.S., students 
are beg inn ing  to  get organized in  
opposing Johnson’s V ie tn am  po l­
icy. W hen Johnson a rr iv e d  fo r  a 
speech Feb. 22 a t the U n iv e rs ity  
o f K e n tu cky , he was m et b y  p ic k ­
ets c a rry in g  such signs as “ L e t ’s

G et O u t o f V ie tn am .”  The p ickets 
w ere  organized b y  students fro m  
A n tio c h  College. D is tr ib u te d  on 
the seats o f the a u d ito r iu m  w ere  
copies o f the u n iv e rs ity  newspaper 
w h ich  ca rried  an e d ito r ia l w h ic h  
said the U.S. pos ition  in  V ie tnam  
“ is becom ing m ore un tenab le  
d a ily .”

O the r s tuden t dem onstra tions 
against the U.S. actions in  V ie t­
nam  took place Feb. 20 in  N ew  
Y o rk , W ashington, P h ila de lph ia , 
B a ltim o re , D ayton, P ittsbu rgh , 
H a rtfo rd , Chicago, P o rtland , A us­
t in , San F rancisco and Los A n ­
geles. These in vo lve d  a num ber 
o f organ izations and w ere co­
o rd ina ted  b y  the S tudents fo r  a 
D em ocra tic  Society w h ic h  is b u ild ­
in g  tow a rd  a mass M a rch  on 
W ash ing ton to End the W a r in  
V ie tnam , to  be held A p r i l  17.

Johnson
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Letters From  O ur Readers
[T h is  column is an open forum  

for a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
W here necessary they w ill be 
abridged. W riters’ in itials w ill be 
used, names being w ithheld  unless 
authorization is given for use.]

U.S. Morality
F ilm o re , U ta h

F o r a hund red  years A m e rica ’s 
de lin q u e n t a d m in is tra tion s  have 
m e re ly  w in k e d  a t C h ris tia n  m o ra l­
i t y  w h ic h  w e h y p o c r it ic a lly  pre-
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I 10 Years Ago |
I In  The M ilita n t!
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“ M ore  lig h t  was shed on the 
in n e r w o rk in g s  o f the w itc h ­
h u n t fram e-ups as H a rve y  M at- 
usow  con tinued  to ta lk  and s t i l l  
ano the r governm ent in fo rm e r con­
fessed th a t he had been ly in g  on 
orders. T he  la tes t ‘ I-spied-for-the- 
F B I ’ w itness to  s p ill th e  beans 
w as L o w e ll W atson, a pro fessional 
ex-C om m unist, a pa id  ‘e xp e rt w i t ­
ness’ in  w itc h -h u n t cases.

“ W atson, on loan  fro m  the  De­
p a rtm e n t o f Justice, was be ing 
used b y  the  F edera l C om m unica­
t ion s  Com m ission as a w itness in  
a he a ring  designed to  take  aw ay 
the  T V -s ta tion  license o f E dw ard  
L a m b  o f E rie , Pa . . .

“ In  h is  recan ta tion  W atson ad­
m itte d  th a t he had neve r in  his 
l i fe  seen La m b  be fo re  the  hear­
ings and cou ld  id e n tify  h im  in  
the cou rtro om  o n ly  because the 
governm ent prosecu to r had p re­
v io u s ly  g iven  h im  photographs o f 
the  accused and to ld  h im  in  w h a t 
c h a ir he w o u ld  be seated. W atson 
described how  the  th ree  FCC at­
to rneys prepared h im  w i th  ‘con­
s tan t coaching, co n d itio n in g  and 
m is lead ing  statem ents.’ . . .

“ W h ile  the  w itc h -h u n t o f lies 
in  the  Lam b case was collapsing, 
H a rv e y  M atusow , one o f the gov­
e rn m en t’s m ost ce lebrated pa id  
in fo rm e rs  was m a k in g  m ore  and 
m ore  reve la tions . . .

“ S enator W a tk in s  was h a rd ly  
pleased as he had to  s it  and lis te n  
to  M atusow  describe how  he had 
cam paigned fo r  h im  a t the request 
o f the  la te  Senator M cC arran. 
O ne p a r t o f the jo b  is p a r t ic u la r ly  
in te res ting . The M ine, M i l l  and 
S m elte r U n ion  opposed W a tk in s ’ 
re-e lection. M atusow  appeared be­
fo re  the  M cC a rth y  com m ittee  and 
fa lse ly  swore th a t the 1950 cop­
per s tr ik e  o f the  un ion  had been 
ca lled  to  sabotage p ro du c tion  fo r  
the  K orean  w a r. M a tusow ’s e x ­
penses fo r  cam paign ing in  U tah  
w e re  pa id  by  the  W a tk in s  cam ­
pa ign com m ittee .”  —  Feb. 28, 
1955.
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f 20 Years Ago |
“ V ig ila n te  vio lence, o v e rtly  en­

couraged by the  ca p ita lis t press 
and s ly ly  w in k e d  at by  the  loca l 
a u tho rities , raised its  head in  C a li­
fo rn ia  last w eek to  endanger the 
lives o f Japanese-Americans re ­
tu rn in g  to  the  W est Coast fro m  
in la n d  concen tra tion  camps in to  
w h ic h  they  w ere  th ru s t s h o rtly  
a fte r  A m erica ’s e n try  in to  the 
w a r.

“ Persons . . . u n id e n tif ie d  p u t 
the  to rch  to  the  hom e o f Bob 
M orishege and h is  fa m ily  at 
Selma, in  sou thw estern Fresno 
county, and bu rned  i t  to  the 
ground  . . .  A t  about the same 
tim e , shotgun barrages w ere  d i­
rected a t the homes o f S. J. Ka- 
tu ta n i and F ra n k  O saki one eve­
n in g  d u r in g  the d in n e r h o u r . . .

“ In  n e ith e r instance have the 
v ig ila n te  thugs responsib le fo r  the 
m urde rous  assaults been a r­
rested.”  —  M arch  3, 1945

tend to embrace, condoning the 
“ Cains”  w ho  s lay th e ir  b ro th e r 
“ A be ls.”

P ersona lly  I  fee l o u r re lig ious  
a ttitud es  have become a ch ild ish  
f ix a t io n  o f sen tim e n ta lity . To me, 
C h r is t ia n ity  is v ita l,  v igorous and 
ju s t;  y e t Southern race-hating fac­
tions  are p e rm itte d  to  lyn ch  and 
hang l iv in g  sacrifices.

As I  understand C iv i l  W a r h is ­
to ry , Lee surrendered to G rant, 
p ledg ing  state com pliance to the 
c o n s titu tio n a l m andate w h i c h  
guarantees v o tin g  righ ts , c iv i l 
r ig h ts  and hum an righ ts .

F u rth e r, the  B ib le  stipu la tes “ a 
l i fe  fo r  a l i fe , ”  so I  wash m y 
hands o f dem anding execution  o f 
la w  and order. W hen a s h e r if f  
uses his o ffice  to  abduct and de­
l iv e r  innocen t citizens in to  m u r­
derous custody, we, the  people, 
are accessories a fte r  the fact.

W hen judges n u l l i f y  g u ilt  w ith  
acqu itta ls , i t ’s tim e  fo r  heads to  
r o l l  be fo re  e te rn ity ’s God exacts 
vengeance upon th a t n a tio n ’s de­
p ra v ity .

A. C. Gregersen

The S. Vietnam W ar
B ro o k lyn , N . Y.

O n Feb. 12 several news reports  
on stations W A B C  and W N BC  
m en tioned an a ttem pted land ing  
b y  50 V ie t Cong ju n k s  in  an area 
occupied b y  Saigon troops. The 
reports  said the  la n d in g  p a rty  was 
us ing ap p ro x im a te ly  500 local 
peasants as “ shie lds”  fo r  the  in ­
cursion.

On the  basis o f any com m on- 
sense analysis, as w e ll as the 
la test open reve la tions o f the  w id e ­
spread p o p u la r ity  th a t the  guer­
r il la s  en jo y  in  S. V ie tnam , i t  is a 
safe assum ption th a t the  probable 
tru e  vers ion  o f w h a t happened 
was as fo llo w s : T he  500 peasants 
d e lib e ra te ly  in te rposed themselves 
as a suppo rt to  th e  gu e rrilla s . 
W ha t o th e r exp la na tio n  is re a lly  
possible?

I f  500 people in  one group stand 
in  the  w a y  o f Saigon troops w h ile  
the  “ enem y”  is t ry in g  to  m ake a 
land ing , n o th in g  less than  mass 
hypnosis cou ld keep them  in  th is  
c ro ss -fire  pos ition  against th e ir  
w i l l .

Jerry A lberti

"Indispensable"
B urn ab y, Canada

Enclosed is m oney o rd e r fo r  a 
one-year subscrip tion  to  The M i l i ­
tan t.

Y ou  are m ak ing  an ind ispen ­
sable c o n trib u tio n  to  the  educa­
t io n  o f a soc ia lis t vanguard  in  
A m erica .

P.C.

Testimonial
Chicago, I l l .

I  w ish  to  state m y  op in ion  of 
The M ilita n t.

I t  is w h a t its  nam e im p lies . I t  
states facts as they are, w ith o u t 
fear.

C.H.S.

New Reader
N ew  Y o rk , N. Y.

I  don ’t  n o rm a lly  w r ite  to m anu­
fac tu re rs  o f p roducts o r pub lishe rs  
o f lite ra tu re  w ith  w h ich  I  am im ­
pressed, b u t a fte r  read ing tw o  
issues (w h ich , in c id e n ta lly , I  p u r­
chased a t the 116th St. and B roa d ­
w ay entrance to the  C o lum b ia  
cam pus) I ’d l ik e  to  ask you to keep 
up y o u r e ffo r t  to  in fo rm  you r 
readersh ip  w ith  news and v ie w ­
po in ts  w h ich  are a ll b u t absent in  
th e  conven tiona l press.

Enclosed is $1 fo r  an in tro d u c ­
to ry  subscrip tion .

T . B. M .

Non-Discriminatory Smog
Orange, C a lif.

I  once heard somebody say th a t 
the  reason th a t smog hadn’t  been 
e lim ina ted , was because i t  w asn’t  
econom ica lly  feasib le  a t th is  tim e.

I  go t to  th in k in g  about th a t on a 
recent smoggy day. I t  also could 
be said i t  is n o t feasib le  fro m  a 
p o lit ic ia n ’s p o in t o f v ie w , f o r  h im  
i t  is a heaven-sent issue. H e doesn’t 
have to  take a stand on such is­
sues as fa rm  labor, p ra ye r in  the 
schools, free  speech, peace and 
w a r, the race issue, M edicare , etc. 
Jus t stay on the smog th ing . 
(W ho ’s fo r  smog?)

O ut here in  Southern C a lif, w e 
are ge tting  a taste o f how  the  
b la ck  m an m ust have fe lt  the  las t 
hund red  years w ith  everybody 
te ll in g  h im  to  have patience w h ile  
he was s lo w ly  s ta rv in g  to  death, 
the  o n ly  d iffe re nce  being, w e are 
cho k in g  to  death. The one th in g  
abou t smog is th a t i t  is  nondis- 
c r im in a to ry . W e can a ll go down 
toge ther on th is  one.

Carl A. Gregory

A Bowery Scene
N ew  Y o rk ; N. Y .

T h is  is an account o f ten  m in ­
utes in  one m an’s l i fe  —  b u t in  
those ten  m inu tes th is  m an p ro b ­
a b ly  fe lt  as m uch degradation  and

T h in k  You’ve Heard Everything?
A  Feb. 13 Reuters  d ispatch fro m  
M a laya  reported : “ South V ie tnam  
is t r y in g  to boost h e r to u ris t 
trade . ‘Come to  V ie tn a m ’ to u ris t 
advertisem ents, ‘fo r  y o u r n e x t va­
cation  . . . som eth ing d iffe re n t, ’ 
have been a p p e a rin g  in  M a la y - . 
sian papers over the  las t week. 
T he  general m anager o f A i r  V ie t­
nam , Nguyen Tan T rung , to ld  
reporte rs  here: ‘T ou ris ts  should
n o t be a fra id  to  v is i t  Saigon be­
cause a c tu a lly  the re  is no f ig h t in g  
in  the tow n . F ig h tin g  is  a ll on 
the  ou tsk irts .’ ”

A ll the News That Fits —  Last 
w eek we com m ented th a t a d is­
pa tch  fro m  H avana in  the  New  
Y o rk  D a ily  News, w h ic h  scarcely 
pretends to  be a n y th in g  o ther 
tha n  a g u tte r rag, was m ore hon­
est tha n  a re p o rt on the  same 
sub ject in  the “ ob je c tive ”  New  
Y o rk  T im es. N o w  a reader has 
sent us copies o f a w ire-service 
photo  fro m  V ie tn am  w h ic h  ap­
peared in  bo th  papers Feb. 17. 
The  cap tion  un de r the  p ic tu re  in  
the  T im es  read: “ IN  T H E  COR­
N E R  O F A  B A T T L E F IE L D : A
South V ietnam ese wom an, ho ld ­
in g  ch ild , pleads w ith  a G ove rn­
m en t so ld ie r as to w n  in  w h ich  
she lives  burns, background. 
Sou th  V ietnam ese p a tro l had been 
f ire d  upon fro m  ha m le t near 
T am ky , a coastal to w n  35 m iles 
n o rth  o f Saigon.”  The  News p u t 
i t  m ore  p la in ly : “ As smoke rises 
(ba ckg round ) fro m  he r b u rn in g  
v illag e , a V ietnam ese wom an 
holds he r ch ild  and weeps w h ile  
p lead ing  w ith  governm ent so ld ie r 
near v illa g e  o f Tam  K y . Troops 
bu rned v illa g e  w hen someone 
fro m  to w n  shot a t them .”

Old W orld Courtesy —  R ichard  
A . F a lk  o f the  fa c u lty  o f P rin ce ­
ton U n iv e rs ity  discloses in  the 
Feb. 15 N a tio n  th a t the  e xp o rt 
vers ion  o f the Ita lia n  f i lm ,  La  
Dolce V ita , was expurgated . He 
w rite s  th a t the re  is “ a scene in  
w h ic h  S te iner exp la ins  th e  m u r­
der o f h is c h ild re n  and his con-

s u ffe r in g  as any hum an cou ld feel.
T he m an was c lu tch in g  on to  a 

tree  w hen I  f i r s t  noticed h im . The 
tree, l i t  up  b y  s tree t lig h ts  and 
signs, was one o f the  fe w  liv e , i f  
b a re ly  so, th ings on the  B ow ery  
th a t n igh t. S now  was s w ir lin g  ou t 
o f the  b la c k  sky, the  w in d  was 
b it in g  and the g round  was th ic k  
w ith  ice. 

He c lu tched onto the  tree  fo r  a 
fe w  m inu tes and the n  began his 
s low , fa lte r in g  w a lk  across the 
street. H is  con d ition  was so bad 
th a t you cou ldn ’t  even say th a t he 
w a lked , ra the r, he fe l l  g ra du a lly . 
In  the  m id d le  o f the  s lippe ry , 
snow-covered street was an is land 
a fe w  feet w ide. The m an stum bled 
in to  the  is land  and in  a second he 
la y  spraw led  across it.

F o r a fe w  seconds he ju s t la y  
there , and then  h is  hands began 
to fee l the  rough, ic y  frozen s u r­
face. A s i f  he d id n ’t  kn o w  where 
he was (as he p ro b a b ly  d id n ’t ) ,  
he fe lt  the  glassy surface fo r  at 
least a m in u te  o r tw o  —  his hands, 
gloveless, ragged and d ir ty ,  s lid  
back and fo r th  ove r th e  freez ing  
co ld  ice.

Then, s lo w ly , he l i f te d  h im se lf, 
in  a g reat e ffo r t,  on to h is  hands 
and knees and, dog like , he craw led , 
in c h  b y  inch , dow n the  is land. He 
p u t one leg ove r the  side o f the 
is land  and then  th e  o ther u n t il

tem p la ted  su ic ide  by a le ng th y  
speech th a t inc ludes an in d ic t­
m en t o f the  U.S. fo r  hav ing  
d ropped atom  bombs on H irosh im a  
and Nagasaki. In  the  e xp o rt v e r­
s ion o f the  f i lm , the  scene is 
spliced dow n to  a sentence o r tw o  
o f dialogue. . . T he  exc is ion  was 
exp la ined  to  me as ha v in g  been 
p rom pted  by  the  desire to  spare 
A m e rica n  fee lings —  and by  the 
recogn ition  th a t A m ericans are 
n o t com m e rc ia lly  responsive to 
a n y th in g  th a t im pugns the  essen­
t ia l up righ tness o f th e ir  na tiona l 
behav io r.”

Beatties S e lling  Out? —  Some 
u ltra - le ft is ts  in  B r ita in  m ay fee l 
v in d ica te d  in  th e ir  charge tha t 
the  Beatties have fo rgo tte n  th e ir  
w ork ing-c lass o rig in s  and copped 
o u t to  the  E stab lishm ent. A  cor­
po ra tio n  has been organized whose 
assets consist o f 56 songs w r it te n  
b y  tw o  o f the  fo u r  B eatties and 
stock in  the com pany is be ing o f­
fe red  to  the pub lic . B ea ttie  cham ­
pions can argue th a t the stock is 
be ing o ffe red  at $1.08 a share 
thus m ak ing  i t  ava ilab le  to  the 
masses.

Negro Cowboys —  On be ing in ­
troduced to  P res iden t Johnson, 
D ic k  G regory  asked h im  i f  he 
had any N egro cowboys on his 
ranch. T here  m ay be few  in  the 
U.S. today, b u t the re  w ere  some 
5,000 in  the O ld  W est, according 
to  a new  book, Negro Cowboys 
by  P h ilip  D u rha m  and E ve re tt L. 
Jones. The fa c t o f th e ir  existence 
and the ro le  they  p layed has been

o n ly  the  upper h a lf  o f h is body 
was on the is land  —  the  res t was 
in  the  snow- and slush-covered 
s tree t w ith  cars rush in g  past.

H e hung  on a fe w  m inutes, and 
then, in  a trem endous b u rs t o f 
s treng th , he feeb ly  stood up  and 
stum b led  ra p id ly  across the  s tree t 
u n t i l  he was abou t a h a lf  fo o t fro m  
the curb . H e stood the re  fo r  a lo n g  
tim e, s ta rin g  b la n k ly  a t the  c u rb  
w h ic h  represented m ore pa in , co ld  
and degradation.

T h is  type  o f th in g  goes on eve ry  
day, h o u r and m in u te  in  “ B ow ­
eries”  across the  coun try . John­
son’s “ G rea t Socie ty”  n o t o n ly  has 
no room , no hope fo r  th is  man, b u t 
Johnson’s “ g rea t society”  w i l l  
create m ore o f these m en as i t  
b u ild s  its e lf  “ g re a te r”  and “ g rea t­
e r.”  T here  is no  hope fo r  th is  m an, 
and those l ik e  h im  to  come, u n t i l  
th is  in hu m an  system  is changed 
in to  one th a t cares m ore abou t 
men than  m on ey.

M.S.

Letters-We-Love Dep't
P h ila de lph ia , Pa.

We lik e  you v e ry  m uch! T h a n k  
you  fo r  special s u b sc rip tio n -re - 
new a l order.

Enclosed is o u r r enew al and $1 
fo r  y o u r keep ing up the good w o rk .

S. & B. C.

v ir tu a lly  expunged fro m  current, 
lite ra tu re  and m ovies. R e v iew in g  
the present book, the  N e w  Y or k  
W orld -Te leg ram  com m ented: “W hy  
the  Negro van ished fro m  th e  an  
na ls o f the  W est isn ’t  q u ite  clear. 
The au thors  surm ise i t  m ay have 
been because the escapist li te ra ­
tu re  o f the W est . . . was p re d i­
cated on the  handsom e he ro  w ho  
was ‘h a rd -d rin k in g , ha rd -fig h tin g , 
fa ir  and square.’ A  p re sc rip tio n  
p resum ab ly  o n ly  a N o rd ic  type  
could f i l l . ”

New  Victory in A nti-P overty  
“W ar” —  A  fe w  weeks back we  
repo rted  th a t the w a r on p o v e rty  
had g round to  a h a lt in  K n o x v il le ,  
Tenn., w hen lo ca l o ff ic ia ls  re ­
fused to  m eet governm ent regu la ­
tions b y  pa y in g  m em bers o f a 
ne ighborhood y o u th  corps $1.25 an 
ho u r fo r  w o rk in g  in  school cafe­
terias. The c ity  had p lanned to  
pay them  80 cents an  hou r. B u t 
the d ispu te  has been ironed  out. 
The you th  w i l l  be pa id  $1.25 an 
ho u r b u t w i l l  get ten  hours w o rk  
a w eek instead o f the  15 hours 
o r ig in a lly  p lanned.

Tired  of Y our Old Jalopy? —
Fur-designer Jacques K ap la n , 
w hoever he is, designed a ca r fo r  
a c lie n t th a t’s covered w ith  zebra 
sk in  —  on the outside. The cost 
o f the  fu r  and the R e na u lt u n ­
derneath  i t  was b u t $2,848, lead­
in g  us to  suspect th a t e ith e r the  
car o r the  zebra is a lem on. M r. 
K a p la n  o ffe rs  the same deal, b u t 
a t v a ry in g  prices, fo r  m in k , sable 
o r leopard.

Thought fo r the Week
“ There is no excuse fo r  b lock ing  people fro m  vo tin g  in  th is  coun­

t r y  today. I  have no use fo r  g radua lism  in  these th ings. T h is is a ‘n o w ’ 
r ig h t.  I t  is no t som eth ing to ta lk  about, to negotia te . . .  I  th in k  the  
fed e ra l governm ent should m arch  r ig h t  in  w ith  troops. B u t they w o n 't, 
o f course, because o f p o lit ic a l considerations.”  —  E piscopalian B ishop 
James A . P ike  in  a Feb. 19 San D iego speech on the  den ia l o f vo tin g  
r ig h ts  to  S ou thern  Negroes.

SPECIAL $1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with our 

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The M ilitant fo r $1. ($1.50 
outside of the U.S.)

Name

S tre e t ....................................................... Z one

C ity State

Send to The M ilita n t, 116 U niversity Place, 
New Y ork 3, N . Y .

It Was Reported in the Press
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"PLOT" TO BOMB STATUE OF LIBERTY

B y  B a rry  S heppard
W hen the in i t ia l  hyste ria  began 

to  d ie  dow n ove r the fa r-fe tch e d  
bom b “ p lo t”  against the Statue 
o f L ib e r ty ,  the  ug ly  visage o f po­
lic e  provoca tion  in  the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  
m ovem ent began to  emerge.

The in vo lve m e n t o f the  New 
Y o rk  po lice  in  the alleged scheme 
to  com m it van da lism  began w hen 
the y  sent an agent p rovoca teu r, 
R aym ond W ood, in to  CORE and 
the  M e tro p o lita n  C om m ittee  fo r  a 
Freedom  N ow  P a rty . A gent p ro ­
voca teu r  is  a F rench phrase, m ean­
in g  a p olice  agent sent in to  op­
po s ition  organ iza tions to  prod 
them  to  com m it u n la w fu l acts, o r 
to  com m it such acts in  th e ir  name 
in  o rd e r to  fram e them  o r m ake 
them  vu lne rab le  to prosecution. 
T h is  has been a po lice practice  
fro m  tim e  im m e m oria l.

W ood, as a CORE m em ber, p a r­
tic ip a te d  in  the a tte m p t by  CORE 
leader H e rb e rt C a llender to  m ake 
a c itize n ’s a rres t o f M ayo r W agner 
la s t year. He re p o rte d ly  flashed a 
“ V  fo r  V ic to ry ”  sign at reporte rs  
as he was led aw ay fro m  C ity  H a ll. 
C a llender was g ive n  a heavy sen­
tence.

I t  is  no t c lea r ju s t how  m any 
groups W ood in f i lt ra te d  to ca rry  
ou t h is  d ir ty  w o rk . Po lice  say he 
ga ined the  confidence o f R obert 
C o llie r, W a lte r Bowe, K ha le e l 
Sayyed and M ich e lle  Duclos, w ho 
have been arrested in  the Statue 
Of L ib e r ty  “ p lo t,”  and agreed to 
g ive  them  classes on “ sabotage.”  
T h is  so-ca lled “ sabotage”  course 
was to  be g iven a t a m eeting in  
Canada in  Janua ry .

“ In  the  la tte r  p a r t o f Janua ry  
ou r undercover m an v is ite d  the 
S tatue o f L ib e r ty ,”  Police Com ­
m iss ione r M u rp h y  to ld  reporters. 
The  purpose o f th is  v is i t  was to 
lo o k  the  statue over, fo r  the 
g ro up ’s alleged plans to  bom b it .

M u rp h y  w e n t on to  say, “ C o l­
l ie r  and o u r undercover m an w e n t 
to  Canada d u r in g  the  e a rly  p a rt 
o f F e b ru a ry  in  fu rthe rance  o f the 
conspiracy. T hey  made in q u ir ie s  
the re  concern ing the o b ta in ing  of 
exp losives.”

A cco rd in g  to  the  po lice, M iss 
Duclos, w h o  is a Canadian, d rove 
dow n fro m  Canada on Feb. 16 
w ith  some dynam ite  in  he r car. 
Po lice , the  F B I and the R oya l 
Canadian M ounted  P olice recorded 
he r progress. M iss Duclos drove 
in to  N ew  Y o rk  a t “ 2:30 on Feb. 
16 . . . contacted o u r undercover 
m an, stated she was a t the C o l­
o n ia l House, 611 W . 112th St., to ld  
h im  to  come dow n im m e d ia te ly ,”  
M u rp h y  said.

W ood, the undercover m an, was 
so m uch the key  fig u re  in  every 
p a r t o f the  “ conspiracy,”  th a t he 
was the  m an M iss Duclos con tact­
ed w hen she got to  N ew  Y o rk . 
W ood then contacted C o llie r, and 
the  p a ir  d rove to  the  p a rk in g  lo t  
in  the  suburb  o f R ive rda le  w here  
the  d yn am ite  had a lleged ly  been 
concealed b y  M iss Duclos. There, 
accord ing to  po lice, W ood and C o l­
l ie r  got the  box o f dynam ite  and 
took i t  to  th e ir  car, and the po lice 
and F B I m oved in  and arrested 
them . Duclos, Bow e and Sayyed 
were  p icked up la te r.

A  curious con tra d ic tio n  to  the 
po lice  version , acco rd ing  to w h ich  
the  dyn am ite  had been bu ried , was 
p rov ided  in  the  Feb. 17 N .Y . H e r­
a ld  T rib u n e  by  an eyewitness to 
the arrests, H a rry  Nelson, super­
in te n d e n t in  a b u ild in g  ad jacent 
to  the p a rk in g  lo t. “ He said he had 
seen no one d igg ing  in  the ove r­
g ro w n  lo t, as po lice  had described 
i t . ”

Even i f  the po lice  version o f 
w h a t happened is tru e  —  and re ­
m em ber, the  defendants haven’t  
had a chance y e t to  te ll th e ir  side 
o f the s to ry  —  then W ood was the 
key  m an in  the “ p lo t”  and i t  is 
d o u b tfu l i f  i t  w o u ld  have ever go t 
beyond the id le -ta lk  stage except 
fo r  h im . H o w  m uch o f the scheme 
d id  W ood c a rry  o u t over and

J. E d gar H o o ver

above w h a t the po lice  adm it?  Was 
the w ho le  idea W ood’s in  the f ir s t  
place? W ou ld  the “ p lo t”  ever have 
been even suggested i f  i t  w e ren ’t 
fo r  h im ? D id  po lice m oney pay 
fo r  the dyn am ite  and its  trans ­
p o rta tio n  fro m  Canada?

T he  police, F B I and newspapers 
have in fla te d  the  case o u t o f a ll 
p ro po rtion . A f te r  a ll, w h a t is 
charged, a t most, is n o t a “ p lo t”  
to  ha rm  anyone, b u t an alleged 
scheme to  vanda lize  na tiona l 
m onum ents. The sm a ll q u a n tity  o f 
dyn am ite  “ d iscovered”  b y  the  po­
lic e  cou ldn ’t  possib ly  have done 
m ore tha n  ch ip  the  W ashington 
M onum ent, one o f the supposed 
targets, whose w a lls  are e leven- 
fee t th ic k  a t the  base.

B u t the  hys te ria  w h ipped  up 
by  the  N ew  Y o rk  po lice  and F B I 
has served to d ra w  a tten tion  aw ay 
fro m  adverse p u b lic ity  fo r  bo th  
agencies and to  dep ic t Negroes as 
dangerous “ te rro r is ts .”  In  the  case 
o f the  N ew  Y o rk  police, the “ p lo t”  
stories b u rie d  the  m o u n tin g  e x ­
posure o f po lice b ru ta li ty  and 
fra m e -u p  in  the W h itm o re  case, 
Colem an case and th a t o f the s ix  
H a rlem  youngsters in  ja i l  since 
las t sum m er against w h om  the  po­
lice  a p pa ren tly  have no evidence 
a t a ll. In  the case o f the  F B I, i t  
tends to o b lite ra te  m em ories o f

the a n ti-N e g ro  bias e xh ib ite d  by 
J. Edgar H oover in  h is s lander of 
Rev. M a rt in  L u th e r K in g  as a “ no­
to rious lia r . ”

The “ p lo t”  hys te ria  has also 
been used to launch  a re d -b a itin g  
cam paign, sm earing m il ita n t  
blacks and the  ideas o f socialism . 
The New Y o rk  Post, a lleged ly  a 
lib e ra l paper, ca rried  an a rtic le  
Feb. 17 b y  B e rn a rd  L e fk o w itz  en­
t it le d  “ The B e lie fs  B eh ind  the 
Suspects,”  w h ich  attem pts to  l in k  
the S ta tu e -o f-L ib e rty  “ p lo t”  to 
C hina, Cuba, and the Progressive 
La b o r M ovem en t —  a lthough  
“ none o f the alleged p lo tte rs  was 
a P L M  m em ber . . . ”

The D a ily  News on Feb. 18 ca r­
rie d  a s to ry , “ Quebec P arley  
H atched U.S. B om b ing  P lo t.”  T h is  
w o rk  o f f ic t io n  says th a t R obert
F. W illia m s , N o rth  C a ro lina  Negro 
leader forced in to  ex ile  in  Cuba 
in  1962, m et w ith  C o llie r, W ood 
and others in  Jan ua ry  in  n o rth e rn  
Quebec to p lan  the vanda lism  and 
o the r acts. I t  also tied  in  Cuba’s 
Che G uevara. A t  the  tim e  o f th is  
alleged m eeting  in  Canada, W il­
liam s was on a w e ll-p u b lic iz e d  
v is i t  to C h ina and o ther countries 
o f the F a r East.

The press also tr ie d  to  l in k  the 
“ p lo t”  to F rench -C anad ian  sep­
a ra tis t o rgan izations in  Quebec 
th rough  M iss Duclos. Canadian 
a u tho ritie s  h a v e  subsequently 
denied any such l in k  existed.

The po lice and F B I boast th a t 
they  n ipped in  the bud the “ great 
consp iracy”  to b lo w  up the S tatue 
o f L ib e r ty . B u t rea l m urders  and 
bom bings o f people —  no t statues 
and m onum ents —  go unsolved 
and unpunished. W h y  can’t  the 
F B I f in d  the bom bers w ho k il le d  
fo u r  N egro  ch ild re n  in  a B irm ­
ingham  church? W hy  do the  m u r­
de re r o f M edgar Evers and the 
k il le rs  o f the  three c iv i l- r ig h ts  
w o rke rs  in  M iss iss ipp i go u n p u n ­
ished? W here is the vaunted police 
and F B I e ffic ie n cy  w hen i t  comes 
to p ro te c ting  the r ig h ts  and lives 
o f l iv in g  A m erican  citizens —  no t 
statues?

B y W ill ia m  B u n dy

Jonesboro "Deacons" Offer 
Example for Rights Forces

A  rem a rkab le  exam ple  o f e ffec­
t iv e  self-defense by a S ou thern 
Negro com m u n ity  is ta k in g  place 
in  Jonesboro, Lou is iana, accord­
in g  to  an on-the-scene re p o rt by  
F red P ow ledge in  the  Feb. 21 New  
Y o rk  T im es. Negroes the re  have 
fo rm ed  an o rgan iza tion  ca lled the 
Deacons fo r  Defense and Justice 
w h ich  pro tects the N egro com ­
m u n ity  in  general and c iv i l- r ig h ts  
w o rke rs  in  p a rtic u la r  fro m  rac is t 
a ttacks and harassm ent.

The o rgan iza tion  was fo rm ed  
la s t sum m er a fte r  the a r r iv a l in  
to w n  o f f ie ld  w o rke rs  fo r  the 
Congress o f R acia l E q u a lity  w ho 
began a c iv i l- r ig h ts  d rive . Jones­
boro, in  the  n o rth  cen tra l p a rt of 
the state, has a popu la tion  o f
4,000, about o n e -th ird  Negro.

A cco rd ing  to  leaders o f the 
Deacons, the  organ iza tion  began 
spontaneously w hen a group o f 
w h ite  rac is ts  w e n t to  the CORE 
headquarters and threatened to 
come back in  force to  m ake tro u ­
ble. W ord  spread th ro u g h  the  N e­
g ro  ne ighborhood in  a m a tte r of 
m inu tes and dozens o f Negroes ap­
peared on the  streets w ith  guns. 
There was no tro u b le  a t the  CORE 
headquarters. A f te r  th a t the o r ­
ganization was made fo rm a l and 
the  Deacons now  have between 
45 and 150 active  m em bers w ho 
p a tro l the Negro ne ighborhood 
reg u la rly .

T hey set up lookouts and use 
sm all sho rtw ave rad ios fo r  com ­
m un ica tion . W hen the CORE o f­
fice  is approached b y  strangers, 
the  Deacons check to  see th a t

the re  is no troub le . A  fo rm e r a rm y  
pla toon sergeant, w ho  is a m em ­
ber o f the Deacons, has assigned 
h im s e lf as personal bodyguard  to 
CORE F ie ld  W o rke r Charles Fen­
ton.

Fenton, h im se lf, is a be lie ve r in  
non-v io lence . He likes  the  Deacons 
because, he says, i t  is an in d ig e n ­
ous o rgan iza tion , fo rm ed  and ru n  
by  the people o f the com m u n ity  
themselves. He hopes to he lp  them  
“ trans la te  th e ir  pow er in to  p o lit ­
ica l te rm s.”  So fa r  the Deacons 
have never had to  f ire  th e ir  guns.

Put Cops on Notice
Severa l tim es, they  say, they 

have le t  the loca l la w  o ffic ia ls  
kno w  they w ere  w a tch in g  the 
trea tm e n t g iven Negroes arrested 
on th is  o r th a t m in o r charge, and 
the o ffic ia ls  have been m ore care­
fu l  than usual.

They te ll o f one case in  w h ich  a 
w h ite  posse w e n t h u n tin g  fo r  a 
17 -yea r-o ld  Negro accused of 
k iss ing  a w h ite  g ir l  against her 
w i l l .  T he  Deacons took the young 
m an in to  p ro te c tive  custody and 
the g ir l  la te r changed her s tory. 
“ I f  i t  hadn ’t  been fo r  th is  c lub ,”  
says a m em ber o f the  Deacons, 
“ th is  boy w o u ld  have been 
lynched.”

A cco rd in g  to Pow ledge, “ The 
Deacons be lieve th a t th e ir  mere 
existence has kep t Jonesboro fro m  
deve lop ing in to  a c iv i l- r ig h ts  b a t­
tleg round . T hey  in s is t th a t they 
w i l l  n o t m isuse the pow er th a t 
u n ity  has g iven them .”

T h is  is the  k in d  o f p ra c tica l se lf- 
defense th a t M a lco lm  X  advocated.

N E W  Y O R K , Feb. 22 —  F u rth e r 
fra m e -u p  practices b y  the  N ew  
Y o rk  C ity  Police D epartm ent and 
the B ro o k ly n  D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y ’s 
o ff ic e  have come to l ig h t in  con­
nection  w ith  the  case o f 22-year- 
o ld  Negro la bo re r George W h it­
m ore w ho was forced to “ confess”  
w ith in  a 24 -hour pe riod  last A p r i l  
to th ree  m a jo r crim es. One o f the  
“ confessions”  —  th a t to  the dou­
b le  m u rd e r o f Jan ice W y lie  and 
E m ily  H o ffe rt  —  has been ac­
know ledged to be fa lse by the 
M an ha ttan  D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  b u t 
W h itm o re  has a lready  been con­
v ic ted  o f a B ro o k ly n  rape charge 
based on another o f the  “ confes­
sions”  and faces t r ia l  fo r  m urder 
A p r i l  5 on the  th ird  “ confession.”

The new  reve la tions concern 
the con v ic tio n  o f W h itm o re  last 
Nov. 18 on charges o f attem pted 
rape o f M rs. E lba B o rre ro  in  
B ro o k ly n  last A p r i l.

I t  has now  been revealed th a t 
the  po lice sent the evidence 
against W h itm o re  to the F B I fo r  
analysis. In  ad d ition  to  the  con­
fession, th is  evidence consisted of 
a b u tto n  M rs. B o rre ro  said she 
had to rn  fro m  the ja cke t o f her 
a ttacker.

T he  F B I la b o ra to ry  re p o rt was 
th a t i t  was ex tre m e ly  d o u b tfu l 
the  b u tto n  came fro m  the  coat 
w o rn  by  W h itm o re  when he was 
arrested A p r i l  25, 1964. T h is  re ­
p o rt was received by  the  B ro o k ly n  
D .A .’s o ffic e  several days before 
the  t r ia l  began. The prosecution, 
how ever, used the b u tto n  and the 
coat as e xh ib its  against W h itm o re  
a t the  tr ia l,  and kep t the F B I re ­
p o rt a secret.

Hearing on Evidence
The re p o rt came to  l ig h t  Feb. 

19 in  the  course o f a hea ring  on 
the  ad m issa b ility  o f evidence 
against W h itm o re  in  the  fo rth co m ­
in g  m u rd e r tr ia l.  The F B I rep o rt 
also revealed th a t the o r ig in a l 
co m p la in t made a t the  tim e  W h it­
m ore was arrested d id  no t specify 
a rape charge, b u t a pocketbook 
snatch. The rape charge was typed 
in  la te r, a p pa ren tly  a fte r  W h it ­
m ore had confessed to  the  tw o  
m u rd e r cases.

W h itm ore , w ho  had never been 
a rrested be fore be ing p icked up 
fo r  question ing in  the B o rre ro  
case, said he was beaten u n t il he 
confessed to  a n y th in g  the  cops 
to ld  h im . He la te r repud ia ted  a ll 
th ree  confessions, b u t the y  were 
he ld  against h im  anyw ay.

The Feb. 17 New  Y o rk  W o rld -  
Telegram  revealed a d d itio n a l in ­
fo rm a tio n  show ing th a t W h itm o re  
cou ld n o t have been M rs. B o r-  
re ro ’s assailant. I t  reported th a t 
she had to ld  he r frie n d s  a fte r­
wards th a t the w ould-be a ttacke r 
had said to he r: “ I ’ve  o ften
w a tched you  p la y in g  dom inoes in  
the  y a rd .”  The reference could 
o n ly  have been to  the  sum m er o f 
1963, accord ing to  neighbors, 
w hen M rs. B o rre ro  o ften  played 
dom inoes on tab les set up in  the 
backyard  o f 192-196 B r is to l St. 
T he ya rd  was v is ib le  o n ly  fro m  
tw o  bu ild in gs , to w h ic h  W h itm o re  
w o u ld  no t have had access. M ore­
over, in  the sum m er o f 1963 he 
liv e d  in  W ildw ood , N. J. No m en­
tion  o f the assa ilant’s rem a rk  
about dominoes was made at 
W h itm o re ’s tr ia l.

Nature of G rilling
The na tu re  o f the  question ing 

came to l ig h t  w hen the confes­
sion in  the W y lie -H o ffe rt m u r­
ders was proven to be false. A n ­
o ther m an has been ind ic ted  in  
those m urders.

The N ew  Y o rk  C iv il L ib e rtie s  
U n ion  has called fo r  a state inves­
t ig a tio n  o f a ll c rim ina l-inves tiga - 
t io n  practices o f the po lice depa rt­
m en t as a re su lt o f the case. The 
W h itm o re  confession in  the  W ylie -

Role of Police Agent Bared
H o ffe r t  case was ob ta ined by  De­
tec tive  E dw ard  J. B u lge r, and the 
B ro o k ly n  N A A C P  rece n tly  de­
m anded the  re-opening o f o ther 
cases in  w h ic h  D e tective  B u lge r 
ob ta ined confessions. One o f these 
is the  case o f D a v id  Colem an w ho 
has been a w a itin g  death in  the 
e lec tric  c h a ir on a 1960 con v ic tio n  
o f rape-m urder. H is  execution  has 
been delayed by  appeals. F o llo w ­
in g  the N A A C P  dem and B ro o k ly n  
D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  A a ro n  E. Koo ta  
announced he w o u ld  re-open the 
case b y  su b m ittin g  the  question o f 
the v a lid ity  o f Colem an’s confes­
sion to co u rt rev iew .

B ill Introduced
In  ano the r developm ent, a b i l l  

to  abo lish  cap ita l pun ishm en t has 
been in troduced  in  the  state leg is­
la tu re  b y  B ro o k ly n  Assem blym an 
B e rtra m  L . Podell. In  a speech 
on the  f lo o r  Feb. 16 P ode ll po in ted 
o u t th a t the  facts abou t W h it­
m ore ’s confession in  the  W ylie - 
H o ffe rt  case m ig h t n o t have come 
ou t u n t il a fte r  the sw itch  on the 
e lec tric  c h a ir was pu lle d . “ We 
have acknow ledged redress o f 
grievances to  be a n a tu ra l r ig h t,”  
he said, “ b u t the dead have no 
redress.”

P ode ll in tro du ced  a second b i l l  
to  p ro v id e  th a t w here  a confes­
sion is to  be used as basis fo r  an 
in d ic tm e n t, e ith e r a judge  o r a 
defense a tto rn ey  m ust be present 
d u r in g  the question ing  lead ing  to  
the confession. “ In  W h itm o re ’s 
case,”  P ode ll said, “ as in  the  case 
o f m ost confessions, we have 
learned to  o u r shock and h o rro r 
th a t a 61-page s ta tem ent o f com ­
p le te ly  de ta iled  confession was 
m anu fac tu red  and force-fed to 
th is  accused.”

P ode ll also in troduced  a b i l l  to  
abo lish  “ b lue  r ib b o n ”  ju r ie s  ex­
cept in  ce rta in  h ig h ly  techn ica l 
cases such as stock-fraud. Such 
ju r ie s  are o ve rw h e lm in g ly  com ­
posed o f people w ith  a h igh e r 
than  average incom e status. The 
ju ro rs  m ust also sign a statem ent 
th a t they are no t opposed to  
ca p ita l pun ishm ent. Podell ca lls  
them  “ hang ing  ju r ie s .”

W h itm o re ’s la w ye r, S tan ley J. 
R ieben, is t r y in g  to  b a r the  im ­
pane ling  o f a b lue -ribbon ju r y  fo r  
W h itm o re ’s A p r i l  5 m u rd e r tr ia l.

Roy Wilkins Target 
Of Youth Sit-Down

N E W  Y O R K  —  R oy W ilk in s , 
executive  secre ta ry o f the  N A A C P , 
was the ta rge t o f a s it - in  dem ­
on s tra tion  b y  m il ita n t  b lack  teen­
agers here Feb. 23. T hey  were 
pro testing  h is re fusa l to support 
the c u rre n t boyco tt aim ed at 
to p p lin g  school segregation and in ­
fe r io r  education fo r  Negroes.

S ix  o f the y o u th  squatted in  
W ilk in s ’ o ffice  doorw ay, re fus ing  
to m ake w ay. “ Y o u ’re in  shape, 
ju m p  ove r,”  com m ented one o f the 
s it-dow ners.

M eanw h ile , the y o u th fu l r ig h ts  
f ig h te rs  w ere  subjected to  ve rb a l 
abuse by  Police Com m issioner 
M u rp h y  whose cops have been 
sub jec ting  them  to phys ica l abuse. 
(See e a rlie r s tory, page 2.) M u r ­
ph y  asserted th a t “ the  th re a t o f 
the e ru p tio n  o f v io lence”  b y  the 
s tuden t p icke ts  forced them  to as­
sign a lo t  o f cops to  the dem ­
onstra tions.

“ F o r every po licem an assigned 
to these dem onstra tions,”  he p i­
ous ly  declared, “ the c ity  loses an­
o ther fro n t- l in e  so ld ie r in  the b a t­
tle  against the rap is t, the m u r­
derer, the th ie f, the fe lo n .''

W hat he p ro b a b ly  m eant was 
tha t the cops assigned to  p icke t 
d u ty  have less tim e  to  fra m e  peo­
ple  up on such charges. (See 
above.)

Further Facts Revealed 
In Whitmore Frame-Up


