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Why Are the People Denied a Voice 
On Crucial Issue of War In Vietnam?
Bombings Evoke 
Int’l Protests

B y B a rry  S h e p p a rd

Johnson’s escalation of the w ar 
in V ietnam  has provoked protests 
in m any cities here and abroad. 
F u rth e r  dem onstrations have been 
planned by student, radical and 
peace groups in this country  and 
m ore will probably be taking place 
around the world.

In New York on Feb. 13, some
2,000 persons responded to a call 
by Women S trike for Peace and 
picketed a t the UN. Various 
groups brought down the ir own 
signs. Partic ipating  w ere the 
Young Socialist Alliance, the So­
cialist W orkers P arty , W.E.B. D u- 
Bois Club, Progressive  Labor 
M ovement and others.

On Feb. 15, the YSA at Colum­
bia U niversity called a street 
m eeting,  a n d  challenged any  Co­
lum bia student or professor to de­
bate on the resolution tha t the 
U.S. should w ithdraw  from  Viet­
nam.

A num ber of dem onstrations 
took place in Boston. Over 300 
students and young w orkers joined 
to protest on the Boston Com­
mons Feb. 13, in a dem onstration 
called by the Ad Hoc Committee 
Against the W ar in Vietnam, com­
posed of the Young Socialist Al­
liance, Students for a Democratic 
Society, and the May 2 Committee. 
P artic ipan ts carried  signs such as 
“U.S. P rofits Depend on P uppet 
D ictatorships,” “Strategic H am ­
lets — Concentration Camps,” and 
“Vietnam Is Not O ur Country — 
Mississippi Is.”

W hile the dem onstrators chant­
ed “Stop the w ar in Vietnam,” and 
“Send the troops to Alabama, not 
to V ietnam ,” there was counter­
picketing by about 30 rightists 
w ith  signs reading: “Johnson is 
carrying out G oldw ater’s Policy in 
Vietnam.” They w ere obviously 
pleased by the tru th  of this s ta te ­
ment.

“Saigon NO! Selma SI!” was 
(Continued on Page 6)

A N  EDITORIAL

NEW YORK, Feb. 11 — The 
Students for a Democratic Socie­
ty  today called on students to 
“continue to dem onstrate” against 
the “dangerous and foolish” policy 
th a t the Johnson adm inistration is 
pursuing in Vietnam. In  a press 
release issued here, SDS urged 
students to “continue to dem on­
strate  as long as the  present pro ­
vocations continue,” and urged in ­
creased efforts in preparing for 
the M arch on W ashington to End 
the W ar in Vietnam. The W ash-

inglon dem onstration will be held 
Saturday, A pril 17, and is being 
organized by SDS.

Paul Potter, president of SDS, 
sent a telegram  to P resident Jo h n ­
son today which says: “ In times 
such as these it is difficult for ra ­
tional men of good will to know 
how to speak to you. Before us 
spreads daily the specter of world 
war, brought on by your adm in ­
istra tion’s seeming inability  to 
grapple w ith reality. R ather than 
facing the ugly facts as the A m er-

ican position in V ietnam  deterior­
ates, your response has been to 
lash out wildly a t s traw  men. No 
m atte r how m any Cambodians, 
North Vietnamese, or Chinese you 
may chose to bomb, the w ar in 
South V ietnam  w ill go on — for 
it is they, the people of South 
Vietnam, th a t we are fighting. 
Sane men in capitals throughout 
the world today are hoping and 
praying tha t you will not escalate 
this mad w ar further. Peace de- 

(Continued on Page 6)

Should One Man Endanger 
Lives Of All Mankind?

B y F re d  H a ls tea d
FEB. 17 — President Lyndon B. 

Johnson, h av in g , taken the first 
steps in an undeclared w ar by 
ordering U.S. attacks on N orth 
Vietnam, is now m aking the deci­
sion in secret on w hether to pro ­
ceed w ith an escalation w hich 
could push hum anity  over th e  
brink into w orld nuclear war.

The people are not being allowed 
to decide, discuss, or — all indica­
tions are — even to be inform ed 
of Johnson’s reasoning before the 
fateful decisions are made. As this 
fact becomes increasingly clear, 
misgivings, fear and indignation 
are being expressed alm ost uni­
versally overseas, and even  am ong 
officials in  W ashington,  a n d  by 
the most sober and authoritative 
capitalist journalists.

In starting  the undeclared w ar 
against North V ietnam  w ith a ir  
strikes Feb. 7, 8 and 10, Johnson 
has already shown him self to be 
as reckless in action as Gold- 
water ever was in words. By p ro- 
claim ing these bombings to be 
dem onstrations of a new policy of 
“re ta lia tion” in response to activ ­
ities of the revolutionary forces of 
South Vietnam, Johnson has s ta r t ­
ed down a one-w ay road. H e has 
placed him self in a position w here 
it will be difficult and clum sy to 
tu rn  around, and horrifyingly easy 
to slip into world w ar.

An open le tter to Johnson, p r in t­
ed as an advertisem ent in the 
N.Y. T imes  Feb. 16 and signed by 
400 faculty  m em bers of New Eng­
land universities, points out: “A 
few guerrillas can trigger A m er­
ican reactions tha t w iden the w ar. 
The events of the past week are 
leading step by step along the path  
of w ar w ith China.”

These faculty m em bers urge 
negotiations to end the w ar ih 
V ietnam  and point to the  over- 

(Continued on Page 3)

The Basis for Building an Effective Opposition to the Vietnam War
In  the  presen t w ar crisis provoked by P resident John ­

son’s bombings of N orth Vietnam, it is of the utm ost 
urgency to organize the  biggest possible protest. If the 
protests are big enough and if w hat the protesters say is 
clear, unam biguous and has the ring of tru th , public 
opinion can be influenced enough to give pause to war- 
m akers in Washington.

A  realistic appraisal of the situation shows tha t the 
forces for organizing such a protest m ovem ent at present 
are  small. They consist m ainly  of the left and peace 
groups. B ut there is also a favorable factor. Never before 
in A m erican history has a P residen t’s w ar moves m et 
w ith  such w idespread misgivings. Despite the propaganda 
barrage of the  press and TV, despite the  parro ting  of the 
official handouts by many, Johnson’s course has caused 
a clearly discernible w ave of fear and uneasiness through­
out th e  country.

B ut before these tens and hundreds of thousands can 
be influenced and won to active opposition to the  w ar 
moves, the forces of the le ft and the  peace groups m ust

mobilize them selves and be clear about w hat and whom 
they are  opposing.

This is not as sim ple as it sounds, for these forces are 
in a sta te  of confusion and disarray. Most of this results 
from the P residential cam paign w hen sections of the 
left — particularly  the Com munist P arty  and the So­
cialist P arty  — and m any leaders of the peace movement 
urged the ir m em bers to vote and campaign for Johnson 
in the interests of peace. The rationale for this w as the 
old, bu t still unburied, theory of political support of the 
“lesser evil.” W ishful thinking soon m ade the lesser evil 
appear as a positive good, and Johnson as a sober, re ­
sponsible, trustw orthy  “m an of peace.”

1964 Election “M andate”

Norm an Thomas, the Socialist P a r ty ’s leading spokes­
man, made a national tour urging support of Johnson. 
The Worker, w hich reflects the Communist P a r ty ’s views, 
w ent all out to pre ttify  and support Johnson. In  its Nov. 1 
issue, for example, George M orris gleefully wrote: “P res­

ident Johnson, in the final w hirl of the campaign, ham ­
m ered aw ay on the peace issue and the danger of 
‘brinkm anship’ . . .”

The same issue of the W orker  w arned against voting 
for a “so-called m inor p a r ty ” (i.e., a socialist p a r ty ) , and: 
urged readers not to be com placent about a Johnson 
victory bu t to get out “every vote against G oldwaterism ;” 
A sim ilar call for not m ere victory, bu t fo r an  over­
w helm ing victory for Johnson, was voiced by SP Na­
tional Com mittee m em ber David McReynolds a t a Sept. 4 
symposium. “If  Johnson w ins by 55 to 45, we have all 
lost,” he declared.

McReynolds, also a leader of the W ar Resisters League, 
described the election as a “referendum ” on peace, 
am ong o ther things. In its issue ju s t a fte r the election, 
the ecstatic Worker  hailed the  Johnson landslide aS “a 
far-reaching m andate for peace.” I t  exulted: “This w as 
no ordinary  election . . . This election w as actually  a 
g reat people’s referendum  . . . fo r peace and against the 

(Continued on Page 4)

Student Group Urges Step-Up 
In Opposition to Vietnam War

NEW YORK DEM ONSTRATION. S everal thousand N ew  Yorkers answered W om en Strike for Peace  
call for an ti-V ietn am -w ar dem onstration at U N  Feb  13. Then contingent of dem onstrators marched  
to Soviet, British and French U N  m issions to present call for negotiations on issue.

The U.S. Record in Vietnam 
— 10 Years of Aggression

—  S e e  P a g e  4  —
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ADDRESSES HARLEM RALLY

Malcolm X Discusses Bombing of Home

B y H a r ry  R ing

The Feb. 15 announcem ent that 
Carlos Rafael Rodriguez has been 
rem oved as head of C uba’s A gra­
r ian  Reform  Institution (IN RA ), 
rep resen ts a significant person­
ne l shift by the country’s revolu ­
tionary  leadership.

Rodriguez, who w ill rem ain  in 
the  Cuban cabinet as a m inister 
w ithou t portfolio, long shared the 
leadersh ip  of the old Popular So­
cialist (Com m unist) P a r ty  w ith 
B ias Roca.

His replacem ent in the key agri­
cu ltu ral post by F idel Castro fol­
lows on the heels of the rem oval 
of a num ber of o ther old-tim e 
Com m unist P a r ty  figures from  
leading positions in the  Cuban 
governm ent and in the leadership 
of Cuba’s United P a r ty  of the So­
cialist Revolution (PU R S).

Rodriguez had been a member 
of the Com munist P a r ty  since 
1932 and moved into its national 
leadership  in 1940. He followed 
th e  tw ists and tu rns of party  pol­
icy, apparen tly  w ithout dissent, 
serving as a m inister w ithout port­
folio in the firs t Batista regime 
of 1940. H e w as said to have dis­
agreed in  1957 w ith  the party ’s 
refusal to support the Ju ly  26 
Movement, then gaining rapid sup­
p o rt through its struggles based 
in  th e  S ierra M aestra m ountains. 
Several m onths before the Jan . 1, 
1959 seizure of power, he joined 
th e  guerrilla forces in the m oun­
tains.

O ther old-tim e CPers dislodged 
from  the ir positions recently in ­
clude Joaquin  Ordoqui who w as 
suspended last Nov. 18 from m em ­
bership  in PURS pending an in ­
vestigation of his political record 
from  1957 to the present. Ordoqui

F id e l C astro

had been a m em ber of the national
 d irectorate of PURS.

A struggle has been evident for 
several years now in Cuba b e ­
tween the revolutionary-m inded 
fidelistas grouped around those 
who had fought in the S ierra 
M aestra and those in the political 
m achine of the old-line Stalinists 
of the Com munist Party .

The differences w ere firs t pub ­
licly expressed in a dram atic 
speech by Fidel Castro M arch 26, 
1962, announcing the suspension 
of A nibal Escalante as secretary  of 
the  In tegrated  Revolutionary 
Organization, p r e d e c e s s o r  of 
PURS. Escalante, an old-line 
CPer, was denounced for bureau ­
cratic and sectarian practices.

Since then, Castro and other 
revolutionary leaders have waged 
a persistent campaign against bu ­
reaucratic practices and conserv­
ative politics among governm ent 
and party  officials.

By D av id  H e rm a n

NEW YORK, Feb. 16 — M al­
colm X  described the bombing of 
his home to about 700 people at 
a H arlem  m eeting last n ight spon­
sored by the Organization of A fro- 
A m erican Unity. He said the 
bombing early  on Feb. 14 had 
been ordered by Black Muslim 
leader E lijah M uhammad.

Malcolm X  charged tha t the a t­
tackers obviously knew  the lay­
out of his home, and had a ttem pt­
ed to seal off both the front and 
rea r  exits to the house w ith fire 
bombs. He said the lives of his 
w ife and children and his own 
had ben saved because the 
bomb m eant to seal off the rear 
exit, glanced off the window — 
instead of breaking through — 
and burned harm lessly outside. 
The attackers broke the window 
of the living room and succeeded 
in throw ing a fire bomb inside, he 
said.

The black nationalist leader de­
scribed a series of attem pted a t­
tacks on him  by the Black Mus­
lim s in the past weeks: an a t­
tem pt to jum p him  in fron t of his 
home on Jan. 22; an automobile 
chase on Los Angeles’ express­
ways a t 80 miles an hour, and two 
attem pts to attack him  —  despite 
the presence of police — w hen he 
appeared a t television broadcasts 
in Chicago and New York.

Cops Knew; Did Nothing
He charged tha t the police knew 

of the plans of the Black Muslims 
to  attack him  — since they had 
thoroughly infiltra ted  the Black 
Muslim m ovem ent — but had done 
nothing to prevent the attacks. This 
was despite the fact th a t Raymond 
Sharrieff, suprem e captain of the 
F ru it  of Islam, the Black Muslim 
defense guard, had threatened  him 
in a public telegram.

The form er follower of E lijah 
M uham m ad declared tha t the
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STOPPED? Speakers :  H a n a z  Rogers,
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A  SOC IALIST VIEW O F  THE NEW S.
H e a r  H a r ry  Ring, M il i tan t  s ta f f  writer, 
on, W BAI-FM  (99.5 on th e  d ia l.  Thur., 
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J O H N S O N 'S  DIRTY W A R  IN VIET­
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S to re .  A usp .  S.F. Young Socialis t Al­
liance.

Jailings Fail to Stem 
N.Y. School Boycott

Malcolm X

Black Muslims had become “a 
crim inal organization — in the 
hands of a m an w ho’s senile.” He 
said he knew “how bad it makes 
me look” to attack an organiza­
tion he had been so closely con­
nected with. But, he added, “I ’m 
going to expose them  — let the 
chips fall w here they m ay.”

Malcolm X w ent on to accuse 
the Black Muslims of having 
friendly relations w ith  the Ku 
K lux Klan and Lincoln Rockwell’s 
Nazis, and of getting money from  
the same sources which support 
those racist organizations.

He described a m eeting in 
Georgia he attended in Dec. 1960 
between the Black Muslims and 
the leaders of the Ku K lux Klan. 
A t this meeting there w ere nego­
tiations to give the Black M us­
lims a county-sized trac t of land 
to be used by them as a show­
case for their program  of a sep­
ara te  nation.

A fter this meeting, he said, he 
was never perm itted  to re tu rn  to 
the South w hile he was in the 
Black Muslim organization — and 
so he had no direct knowledge of 
the fu rthe r  relations between the 
organizations. He pointed out, 
however, tha t from  then on the 
Black Muslims w ere allowed to 
organize in the  South w ithout in ­
terference from  the K lan. He as­
serted tha t Jerem iah X, head of 
the Black Muslims in the South, 
attended Klan rallies and that 
Muhammad. Speaks, the Black 
Muslim new spaper, refrained from 
attacking the Klan or American 
Nazi P arty  leader Rockwell.

Malcolm X  declared th a t Rock­
well corresponded regularly  w ith 
Elijah M uham m ad and was per­
m itted to a ttend  Black Muslim 
meetings despite the resen tm ent of 
m any Black Muslims about this.

Malcolm X  had declared a t an 
earlie r m eeting of the OAAU that, 
had it been up to him, th e  Klan 
would have been ru n  ou t of the 
country  by the Black Muslims — 
who, he said, w ere capable of 
doing so. Since his b reak  w ith the 
Muslims, the black nationalist 
leader has denounced both the 
K lan and Rockwell.

Malcolm X  charged th a t the 
Black Muslims had been ordered 
to attack  any of the ir  m em bers 
who defected to Malcolm. He cited 
a series of such beatings and shoot­
ings tha t had taken place recently.

The speaker described his recent 
trip  to Alabama. He spoke at Tus- 
kegee Institu te. A fterw ards stu ­
dents there in SNCC had insisted 
he go with them  to Selma. In 
Selma, he said, M artin  L u ther 
K ing’s spokesman had not w anted 
him  to address the  children, bu t 
the children and SNCC students 
insisted tha t he speak. “I prom ­
ised them I”ll be back — w e’ll be 
back,” he said.

A t a press conference in Selma, 
Malcolm X recalled P resident 
Johnson’s campaign promise to 
“ take the sheet off the Ku K lux 
K lan.” Malcolm declared th a t the 
governm ent would never do so, 
bu t tha t “we will.”

B arred  From  France
He also described his recent 

run-in  w ith the F rench govern­
m ent w hich refused to le t him  land 
in F rance to address a m eeting of 
Afro-Am ericans and A fricans in 
Paris. He said tha t the French 
Com m unist-led trade unions had 
refused to ren t a hall to the A fro- 
A m ericans for the m eeting and 
had applied pressure to p revent 
others from  leasing them  a hall. 
The ra lly  in F rance w as to have 
been held in conjunction w ith  the 
F irs t Congress of the Council of 
African Organizations which Mal­
colm addressed in England last 
week.

He ascribed his being barred  
from  F rance in p a r t  to the de 
Gaulle regim e’s displeasure over 
the fact th a t A fro-A m ericans there 
had recently formed a chapter of 
the OAAU and begun uniting w ith 
the Africans there as well.

The presentation of the OAAU’s 
program, w hich was to have taken 
place a t this H arlem  meeting, was 
postponed to a m eeting a t 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 21, a t  Audubon Ball­
room, 166 St. and Broadway.

Texas Students Hear Young Socialist 
Assail U .S . Aggression in Vietnam

Rev. Milton Galamison

AUSTIN, Texas — Audiences 
a t tw o Texas colleges heard  a rep ­
resentative of the Young Socialist 
Alliance denounce President John ­
son’s policy in Vietnam this week. 
Joel Britton, YSA spokesman now 
on a speaking tour, addressed 
meetings a t Rice University in 
Houston Feb. 7, and a t the U niver­
sity of Texas here today.

The topic of the m eeting here, 
sponsored by the local un it of S tu­
dents for a Democratic Society, 
was “The W ar in Vietnam —  a 
Socialist Analysis.” I t was highly 
pertinen t because of the U.S. 
bombings of N orth Vietnam. B rit­
ton summ arized the history of 
French colonialism in Indo-China 
from  the  mid-19th Century to 1954 
and the U.S. in tervention which 
followed the French defeat at Dien 
Bien P hu  tha t year.

He called for pulling the U.S. 
troops out of V ietnam  and con­
dem ned the bombing of North Viet­
nam . He declared th a t the YSA is 
supporting the April 17 March on 
W ashington to End the W ar in 
V ietnam  w hich has been called for 
by the SDS.

M any of the U of T students

w ere surprised to find out about 
the struggle — both political and 
in the form of guerrilla w arfare  — 
which the Vietnamese have been 
conducting in term itten tly  for al­
most 100 years against French and 
now U.S. domination.

150 Students H ear Socialist
The m eeting a t Rice University, 

attended by some 150 students, w as 
entitled “A M arxist Looks at U.S. 
Foreign Policy.” I t dealt w ith and 
denounced U.S. policies tow ard 
Cuba and the Congo as well as 
tow ards Vietnam.

B ritton  also addressed a meet­
ing of the Houston Socialist Forum. 
There he related the history of the 
Bloomington Case in  w hich th ree  
YSA m em bers a t Ind iana U niver­
sity were indicted under tha t 
sta te’s “subversion” law. He alert­
ed the audience to the recent de­
feat for the defendants and the 
cause of civil liberties in the In ­
d iana Suprem e Court. Also dis­
cussed w as the  YSA’s support in 
la st N ovem ber’s election of De­
B erry  and Shaw, the presidential 
ticket of the Socialist W orkers 
P arty .

B y Tom  Leonard

NEW YORK, Feb. 17 — The a r ­
rest of ten adult leaders of the 
boycott of some of the schools in 
this city  and the ja iling  of its 
principal organizer, Rev. Milton 
Galamison, failed in its purpose. 
That purpose obviously was to de­
stroy the boycott and its exposure 
of continuing segregation and in­
ferior education for m inorities in 
the school system.

Latest victim s of legal harass­
m ent include eight clergymen who 
staged a sit-in a t the Board of Edu­
cation Feb. 10. One of them, Rev. 
Leon H. W atts, explained the sit- 
in as “an a ttem pt to symbolize 
and dram atize the despair we feel 
in our com munities.”

P rio r to ordering the ir  arrest, 
School Superin tendent Calvin 
Gross told the clergymen they 
ought to “inform ” them selves of 
the  board’s integration plans. Rev. 
Richard J. N ew haus responded: 
“We felt this was very insulting 
and offensive.”

Even cruder w ere the rem arks 
of Judge Charles Ram sgate who 
ordered  Rev. Galam ison’s a rrest 
last w eek for violating the  condi­
tions of a suspended sentence by 
appearing on a school picket line. 
Galam ison was in the  courtroom 
Feb. 11 to observe the arraign ­
m ent of the eight clergymen. Out­
side the courtroom, Judge Ram s­
gate asked a tru a n t officer, 
“W here’s your guts? T here’s no 
question the m an is contemptuous. 
W hy don’t you arres t h im  right 
here?”

The officer complied and G ala­
mison spent th ree  days in ja il be­
fore release pending a hearing  on 
transfe rra l of his case to a federal 
court. Boycott leaders charge viola­
tions of th e  Civil Rights Act.

Despite the victimizations, the

boycott rem ains effective. Al­
though the num ber of students 
participating  rem ains around 6,000 
a t least six m ore schools have 
been hit by dem onstrations, bring ­
ing the total to 26, including one 
high school, as of Feb. 17. The 
original targets w ere 31 segre­
gated junior high schools and 15 
of the notorious “600” schools. 
These latter, supposedly for trou ­
blesome and problem pupils, de­
rive the ir nam e from the city’s 
school-numbering system.

The boycott is the first broad 
civil-rights action here since Ne­
gro leaders called for a “m ora­
torium ” on dem onstrations during 
the presidential campaign. One of 
the reasons for the legal harass­
m ent is the politicians’ desire to 
prevent resum ption of mass ac­
tions.

Cubans Oust Rodriguez 
From a Key Gov't Post
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whelm ing evidence that the U.S. 
is losing the w ar there because it 
is backing an “unpopular cause.”

This is the key to w hy Jo h n ­
son m akes his decisions on the 
V ietnam  w ar in secret and why 
he acted in clear and direct viola­
tion of the U.S. constitutional 
provision th a t only Congress can 
com mit this country to w ar. Jo h n ­
son won’t allow a congressional 
debate —  let alone a democratic 
discussion and decision by the 
people — on the situation in Viet­
nam  because he is try ing  to cover 
up the brutal, u n ju st aggression 
the U.S. has perpe tra ted  there 
from  the beginning of its involve­
ment. (See story page 4.)

Jam es Reston of the  N ew Y ork  
Times  pointed out Feb. 14: “P res ­
ident Johnson has not made a 
m ajo r speech on the details of this 
w ar since he entered the White 
House. N either did President K en ­
nedy. We have had one long 
speech on the sub ject by Secre­
ta ry  of Defense M cNamara on 
M arch 26 of last year, and a lot 
of statem ents here and in Saigon, 
m any of them  highly optimistic 
and misleading. But the fact is 
tha t w e  are in a w ar tha t is not 
only undeclared and unexplained, 
but tha t has not even been w ide­
ly debated in the Congress or the 
country.”

No Explanation

ln  its editorial columns the 
Tim es  has been virtually  begging 
Johnson to explain his course and 
to move tow ard negotiations. A 
Feb. 15 dispatch to the Tim es  from 
W ashington reports: “Beneath the 
surface silence about V ietnam  this 
weekend, there is an a ir  of anxiety 
and torm ent here . . . Norm ally 
influential officials are m aneuver­
ing to discover who is giving w hat 
advice, and to affect the course of 
the discussion.”

Pressure from  the press has 
given r i s e  to  p r o m is e s  by some 
W hite House spokesmen tha t a 
policy sta tem ent on V ietnam  can 
be expected, bu t i t  is clear that 
Johnson’s decisions on this m atter 
will already be m ade and im ­
plem ented before he announces 
them  publicly.

Since Johnson becam e President, 
many liberals have been try ing  to 
sell the idea th a t this Southern 
m achine-politician and servitor of 
the oil in terests somehow had a 
change of heart and has come to 
look upon him self as a g rea t social 
reform er. The question now arises 
w hether Johnson regards him self 
as a social reform er or as another 
Napoleon.

W hat statem ents he has made 
during this tense crisis as he teet­
ers the world on the brink  of nu ­
clear w ar have not been reassu r­
ing as to his judgm ent or m odera-
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DeBerry Rips Johnson on Vietnam

Hits Negro Leaders for Failing to Speak Out

Jo h n so n

tion. For example, on Feb. 12 he 
said, speaking of the U.S.: “No 
other people in no other tim e has 
so great an opportunity  to work 
and risk  for the peace and free­
dom of all m ankind.”

W ithin South V ietnam  itself, the 
Saigon generals on Feb. 16 ap ­
pointed yet another prem ier, Dr. 
Phan  Huy Quat. There have now 
been eight changes of governm ent 
by m ilitary  coup or decree in the 
last 15 months. Indications are 
tha t the th rea t of the political 
collapse of the U.S. position in 
Saigon was a m ajor factor in Jo h n ­
son’s decision to bomb North Viet­
nam.

A Saigon dispatch to the Feb. 
16 Wall Street Journal reports: 
"Diplomats fear the failure of an ­
o ther governm ent would increase 
the danger th a t some day a w ar-  
w eary  South Vietnamese regim e 
will sim ply m ake its own peace 
w ith the Communists and ask 
A m erican troops to go home . . . 
There is wide agreem ent tha t prior 
to the air strikes the successive 
Saigon regimes w ere slowly d rift­
ing tow ard neutralism  and inde­
pendent negotiations w ith the Na­
tional L iberation Front, the Viet- 
cong’s political arm  . . . W hether 
the political turm oil can be halted 
and the trend to neutralism  re ­
versed is anybody’s guess. C ertain ­
ly the basic causes of South Viet­
nam ’s political instability persist.”

Increased Instability
A reflection of the increasing in­

stability  is the rapid decline in 
the economy reported in the offi­
cial Saigon publication Vietnam  
Press of Feb. 13. South Vietnam 
now spends seven times as much 
on im ports as it earns in exports. 
Exports last year dropped by more 
than one th ird  because of in­
creased control of the countryside 
by rebel forces.

The complete lack of popular 
support for the Saigon regime and 
its A m erican “advisers” is under­
lined by a Feb. 14 AP dispatch 
describing a Feb. 10 battle a t 
Ducphong. South Vietnamese 
home guard troops, 130 of them, 
just walked away, abandoning 
their four Am erican “advisers” 
when rebel forces advanced shout­
ing through loudspeakers: “We
only w ant to kill the Americans. 
All the rest can go free if they 
leave their weapons.” Three of the 
Am ericans were killed.

One of these was U.S. Army 
Captain Carlton J. Holland of 
Junction City, Kansas. The de­
liberate non-cooperation of the 
South Vietnamese dragooned into 
Saigon’s m ilitary forces is reflect­
ed in a le tter H olland’s wife re ­
ceived from her  husband the same 
day she was notified of his death. 
He had w ritten  of the troops he 
was “advising” : “They are  the
dumbest, laziest, weakest, unpa­
triotic I have ever seen . . . they 
got paid the day we got back 
[from  a four-day operation] and 
now they have 30 deserters — 
th a t leaves 46 in the company.”

[The following excerpts dealing 
with the Vietnam crisis are from 
the speech delivered Feb. 12 at the 
New York Militant Labor Forum 
by Clifton DeBerry, the Presiden­
tial candidate of the Socialist 
Workers Party in the 1964 elec­
tion.]

Before going into the topic for 
tonight. The Black M an’s Fate in 
Johnson’s ‘Great Society,’ i t ’s nec­
essary to speak about the cu rren t 
w ar crisis.

The bombing of N orth Vietnam 
was an unprovoked, unw arran ted  
act of aggression by the United 
States against the  people of N orth 
Vietnam. It violated the rights of 
the Vietnamese people, it violated 
the  Constitution of the United 
States, it violated the United N a­
tions C harter, it violated the Ge­
neva A greem ent of 1954, and it 
also violated the laws of hum anity.

Furtherm ore, these trigger-hap ­
py w arm ongers in W ashington 
have initia ted an action which 
once again brings the- A m erican 
people close to a nuclear war.

The American people have been 
consistently lied to about w hat the 
U.S. governm ent has been doing 
both in South Vietnam and in 
North Vietnam. I’d like to go brief­
ly into a little of the background 
of this.

We’ve been told by the daily 
press and all the mass media of 
communication tha t the Saigon 
governm ent had asked the United 
S tates to help it in a fight for 
“dem ocracy” and against the 
“Com munist conspiracy.” W hat 
we should ask ourselves is: “Who 
are these self-styled champions of 
dem ocracy?”

By now almost everyone knows 
tha t they are a gang of m ilitary 
dictators holed up in Saigon in 
fear of their lives from the peo­
ple of the ir own country. They 
have been responsible for the 
denial of political freedom and 
rights to the people of Vietnam. 
They have lined their pockets 
from the profits they have usurped 
from the people of Vietnam. These 
are  the “dem ocratic” allies of the 
United States government.

The people of the United States 
have been paying a dear price in 
defending these m ilitary dictators, 
enabling them  to m aintain their 
rule against the people of South 
Vietnam. A lready they have sent 
m ore than 23,000 American sol­
diers there, m any of whom have 
been killed or wounded or are 
missing in action. Almost $10 bil­
lion of U.S. taxpayers’ money has 
been spent there already. Each day 
it is costing the U.S. taxpayer $2 
million in payoffs to the  m ilitary 
dictatorship in tha t country, not 
counting the huge costs of the 
U.S. troops there and their equip ­
ment, munitions, etc.

The American forces are p a rti­
cipating in the bombing, the n a ­
palm -burn ing  and killing of men, 
women and children in Vietnam. 
They have sprayed the country ­
side w ith defoliation chemicals 
which destroy crops and vegeta­
tion and sicken people. They have 
destroyed villages and b u rn t peo­
ple alive w ith their napalm  bombs. 
And a t the same time they have 
done little, if anything, to prevent 
the b ru ta l tortu res and m urders 
carried out by the tyrannical m ili­
tary ru lers there.

Now we’ve been told tha t in 
Vietnam the U.S. is fighting to 
hold off the Chinese, the Red 
Chinese. This was exposed by Sen­
ator W ayne Morse in a speech in 
which he stated categorically tha t 
the only foreign troops in Viet­
nam  are those of the United 
States.

Upon closer exam ination — who 
are the so-called com m unist con­
spirators supposedly carrying out 
this plot to overthrow  South Viet­
nam ’s “dem ocracy”? They are, in 
fact, the m ajority  of the people 
in South Vietnam.

They are the w orkers and farm ­
ers of South V ietnam  who are 
fighting for the ir freedom, who 
are fighting for their right to have

C lif to n  D eB erry

enough to eat, to have decent 
clothes, to be able to educate their 
children and to have a better way 
of life. They are fighting for the 
right to decide the ir own fate and 
they are consistently dem onstrat­
ing the ir determ ination to continue 
doing so.

The freedom  fighters of South 
Vietnam are  organized into a 
m ovem ent called the National 
Liberation Front, w hich has an 
arm y and a civil adm inistration. 
They have a fu ll-tim e army, 
arm ed w ith captured U.S. weapons 
and weapons they m ake them ­
selves, and a reserve force of about
100,000 p art-tim e guerrillas. They 
are consistently dem onstrating 
the ir high m orale and knowledge 
and understanding of w arfare  by 
the way they have fought the U.S. 
forces and the m ilitary  ru lers of 
V ietnam to a standstill.

This gives us an insight to the 
motive behind the recent attack 
on N orth Vietnam. We are told 
tha t the a ir attack  on N orth Viet­
nam  was a reta lia tory  action for 
an attack  by N orth Vietnam 
against the U.S. troops. Yet there 
is no evidence to verify this 
charge.

The reality  is th a t w hat hap ­
pened at P leiku  and Quinhon was 
the same type of guerrilla action 
th a t has been going on since 1958. 
But W ashington parlayed these re ­
cent guerrilla attacks into some­
thing else, to use them  as the p re ­
texts to bomb N orth Vietnam.

The Johnson adm inistration felt 
the need to attack North Vietnam 
and had been planning to attack  
North Vietnam as a substitute for 
not being to reta lia te  effectively 
against the freedom -fighters in 
South Vietnam.

Formally at Peace
I t’s interesting to recall tha t in 

World W ar II the U.S. denounced 
the Japanese attack on Pearl H ar­
bor as an infam ous and crim inal 
act by one nation against another 
because the two countries were 
form ally a t peace. This is exactly 
the situation th a t existed between 
N orth V ietnam  and the United 
States when Johnson ordered the 
bombings. The two countries were 
form ally at peace.

Now this w hole business of a 
reta lia tory  action is a smoke­
screen. I t’s ju st a pretext. Ju s t as 
the mysterious, alleged attack  on 
U.S. w arships by P -T  boats in the 
Gulf of Tonkin last year served 
as a p re tex t for the  firs t U.S. air 
a ttacks on North Vietnam.

W hat is the motive behind these 
attacks? If i t’s not a deliberate 
move to escalate the war, but a 
power move by the U.S. to get 
itself into a position of strength 
for driving a ruthless bargain in 
fu tu re  negotiations, i t’s a bloody 
and reckless gamble. I t  not only 
risks full-fledged w ar w ith North 
V ietnam, bu t w ith China, not only 
a K orea-type w ar bu t a nuclear 
world w ar . . .

Lyndon B. Johnson has cut the 
ground from  under his right-wing 
critics by carrying out the same 
kind of action which would have

been carried out if G oldw ater had  
been elected.

It rem inds m e of a conversa­
tion I had w ith a young m an on 
the subway. He said: “You know, 
it’s a good thing th a t G oldw ater 
d idn’t get elected; because if he 
had w e’d be a t w ar w ith  V ietnam .” 
And he added: “G oldw ater d idn’t  
get elected; LBJ got elected and 
we know he’s the lesser of tw o 
evils, so w e’re not really a t  w ar 
w ith  V ietnam .”

Now, am using as tha t sounds, 
this is w hat they’re telling the  
A m erican people — th a t w e’re  n o | 
really  a t war. And it showed up 
in the Herald Tribune  in a report 
th a t some nine A m erican G I’s 
w ere detained  — ra th e r  than  say­
ing they w ere captured. The rea ­
son being th a t they couldn’t  be 
captured  since, technically, w e’re  
not a t  w ar. This is w hat they’re  
try ing to sell to the American peo­
ple . .  .

I th ink the Vietnam crisis dem ­
onstrates another lesson — the  
bankruptcy and decay of the of­
ficial Negro leadership. As fa r  as 
I am  concerned, I find it h ard  to 
'understand how a person who con­
siders him self a leader — who is 
concerned with brotherhood and 
the survival of m ankind — can­
not say a word about the atrocities 
against the people of Vietnam.

Can’t Defend Rights
A leader who would not seek to 

use the exam ple of V ietnam  to 
drive home the point. To say to 
Johnson: “Look, w hat do you
mean, you can send troops 12,000 
miles from  these shores to defend 
freedom and democracy, w hen  
righ t in my home town, as well as 
in other parts  of the South, you 
will not defend the rights of 
Am erican citizens?”

The reason these leaders w on’t  
do this is th a t if they w ere to  
take such a stand, they would also 
have to say: “We are  o p p o se d  to  
your policy in Vietnam, we a re  
opposed to your policy of rape and 
m urder of the people of the Congo, 
we are opposed to violence perpe­
trated  by the United S tates against 
oppressed people anyw here in the  
world.”

And a t the  same tim e they  
would have to say: “We are op­
posed to you and your policies and  
therefore it is necessary to b reak  
w ith these policies and begin to 
organize and build an independent 
m ovem ent to take the road to in ­
dependent political action.”

They would also be compelled 
to say: “Since you, since the fed ­
eral government, which claim s to 
be concerned w ith freedom, justice 
and equality — to the ex ten t th a t 
it can send troops all over the 
world to protect them  — w ill not 
protect the lives of Negroes here 
in the United States, w e m ust 
a lert our people. We m ust tell 
them  tha t the governm ent refuses 
to defend the rights of the Negroes 
here in this country — tha t they 
themselves must therefore arm  for 
self-defense.”

But then, if they said this, they’d 
be in an awful position. They 
would have to go back and w ith ­
draw  the le tter they sent to LB J 
hailing his victory in Novem ber . . .
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(Continued from Page 1)

rec k le ss  po licies of b r in k m a n sh ip  . . . T h is  e lec tion  . . .  is a m a n ­
d a te  to  th e  P re s id e n t  . . . T h e  m a n d a te  ca lls  fo r  a n  end  to  th e  
co ld  w a r  . . .”

E v en  th e  N ationa l G uard ian ,  w h ich  in  p rev io u s  e lec tions 
s ta u n c h ly  opposed  b o th  th e  D em o cra tic  a n d  R e p u b lic an  p artie s , 
su ccu m b ed  in  th e  co u rse  of th e  1964 ca m p a ig n  to  th e  w av e  of 
le s se r-e v il ism  to  th e  p o in t  th a t  i t  d ro p p ed  its  u n eq u iv o ca l su p p o r t 
o f  in d e p e n d e n t p o litica l ac tion  fo r  an  am b ig u o u s  position .

T h e  b o m bings in  V ie tn am  shou ld  h a v e  ex p lo d ed  ca m p a ig n  an d  
p o s t-e le c tio n  illu sions th a t  Jo h n so n  is a  “p e a c e ” p re s id e n t,  th a t  
th e  po licy  of b r in k m a n sh ip  w as d e fe a te d  a t  th e  polls. W h a t rea lly  
h ap p e n e d  in  th e  Jo h n so n  la n d s lid e  is th a t  h e  w as g iven  a f re e  
h a n d  to  do  as h e  an d  th e  m il i ta ry - in d u s t r ia l  co m p lex  choose —  
W ith l i t t le  o r no re g a rd  fo r  w h a t  th e  le f t  o r  th e  p eace  m o v e m en t 
rnay  th in k  a b o u t it.

 S u p p o rtin g  Jo h n so n , w h ite w a sh in g  h im  as a “m a n  of p eace ,” 
a n d  c e le b ra tin g  h is  v ic to ry  as a “ m a n d a te ” fo r  p ea ce  h as  d is ­
o r ie n te d  a n d  con fused  ra d ic a ls  a n d  p eace  advocates . T h e ir  th in k ­
in g  a n d  th a t  o f peo p le  th e y  h av e  in flu en ced  ca n n o t be  tu rn e d  on 
a n d  off a t  w ill. D ism ay  an d  d isc o u ra g em en t is o n e  re su lt .  T h e  
illu s io n  th a t  som ehow  Jo h n so n  is s ti ll  w o rk in g  fo r  peace , th o u g h  
in  a  b lo o d y  a n d  dev io u s  m a n n e r , is a n o th e r .  O th e rs  se ek  r a t io n a l ­
iza tions li f t in g  th e  b la m e  fro m  h im . T h is  b lu n ts  th e  p ro tes ts .

T h e  lin e  of such  ra tio n a liz a tio n s  is to  p u t  th e  b la m e  n o t w h e re  
i t  r e a lly  be longs —  on  Jo h n so n  and  th e  A m erican  ru lin g  class he  
re p re s e n ts  —  b u t  on som e m y ste r io u s  g ro u p  of “w icked  ad v ise rs” 
w h o  a re  le a d in g  th e  w e ll- in te n t io n e d  P re s id e n t a s tra y . T h e  Feb . 9 
W o rk e r ,  fo r  ex a m p le , in s in u a te s  th a t  i t ’s re a lly  th e  u l t r a - r ig h t  
fo rces  w o rk in g  b eh in d  th e  scenes w h ich  a re  resp o n sib le  fo r th e  
bo m b in g s  in  V ie tn am . T h u s: “T h e  la te s t b o m bings ra ise  th e  d a n ­
g e r  th a t  th e  w a r - s p re a d in g  fo rces  in th e  Jo h n so n  a d m in is tra t io n  
m a y  b e  w in n in g  th e i r  c a m p a ig n .” O th e rs  sp eak  of th e  “w a r  h a w k s ” 
an d  Jo h n so n ’s y ie ld in g  to  th e ir  “ in s is te n t p ro d d in g s .”

-If th e re  w as  e v e r  a p o li tic ian  v ersed  in  a ll th e  in tric ac ie s  of 
W a sh in g to n  po litic s  a n d  in  th e  a r t  of u s in g  people, i t ’s  Jo hnson . 
T o  im p ly  t h a t  h e  isn ’t  t h e  u n d isp u te d  —  ind eed ed , a u to c ra tic  —  
r u le r  o f h is  a d m in is t ra t io n  a n d  th a t  h e  d o esn ’t  d e l ib e ra te ly  choose 
W hich ad v ise rs  to  lis ten  to, is la u g h ab le .

In s te a d  o f cove ring  u p  o r  m itig a tin g  J o h n so n ’s g u il t  fo r 
b o m b in g  N o rth  V ie tn am  an d  b r in g in g  th e  U.S. to  th e  b r in k  o f a 
K o re a - ty p e  w a r  o r  w o rld  w a r , p ro te s ts  m u s t  b e  a im ed  d ire c tly  
a g a in s t h im  a n d  h is  p a r ty .  H e a n d  th e  D em o cra tic  P a r ty  m u s t 
b e  ex p o sed  an d  b ra n d e d  as  U.S. im p e r ia l ism ’s m ost cu lp ab le  
b r in k - o f - w a r  s tra te g is ts  an d  p ra c tit io n e rs . T h is  is im p o r ta n t  fo r 
m a k in g  as e ffec tiv e  a p ro te s t  as  po ss ib le  in  th e  c u r re n t  crisis, and  
—-.'if th e  w o rld  su rv iv e s  th is  one —  in  f u tu r e  w a r  crises.

Johnson and the Dock Strike
P re s id e n t  Jo h n so n  took  tim e  o u t fro m  h is  u n d e c la re d  w a r  

a g a in s t  N o rth  V ie tn am  to  d e l iv e r  a c r ip p l in g  b lo w  a g a in s t s t r ik ­
in g  m e m b e rs  of th e  In te rn a t io n a l  L o n g sh o re m e n ’s A ssocia tion . H is 
w e a p o n  w as  a p re s id e n tia l  p a n e l  of in q u iry  w h ic h  m e t  F eb . 12 
a n d  su cceed ed  in  co w in g  IL A  le a d e rs  in to  o rd e r in g  s tr ik e rs  in to  
r e tu r n in g  to  w o rk  in  p o r ts  w h e re  local a g re e m e n ts  h a d  b een  
rea ch e d .

B y  acced ing  to p re s id e n tia l  p re ssu re , IL A  P re s id e n t  G leason  
n o t  <only v io la te d  th e  u n io n ’s lo n g -s ta n d in g  r u le  th a t  no  p o r t 
w o u ld  w o rk  u n ti l  a ll p o r ts  h a d  a co n tra c t ,  he  also se rious ly  
w e a k e n e d  th e  b a rg a in in g  position  of u n ion  locals s ti ll  w ith o u t 
co n trac ts .

E v e n  m o re  om inous is th e  th r e a t  to  o th e r  n a tio n s  lik e  th e  S te e l ­
w o rk e rs  w ho  a re  ap p ro a ch in g  c o n tra c t  n eg o tia t io n s  th is  y ea r .  If 
Jo h n so n  can  in te rv e n e  to  fo rc e  th e  IL A  to  s e tt le  on  a p o r t  r a th e r  
th a n  on  a  c o a s t-w id e  basis , w h a t  is to  p re v e n t  h im  in  th e  e v e n t 
of a  s t r ik e  fro m  in te rv e n in g  to  o rd e r  th e  s te e l w o rk e rs  to  n eg o ­
t i a te  on  a  p iecem ea l r a th e r  th a n  on a  n a t io n a l  bas is?
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B o s t o n . Boston Labor Forum , 295 
H untington Ave., Room 307.

CHICAGO. Socialist W orkers P arty  and 
bookstore, 302 South Canal St., Room 210. 
WE 9-5044.

CLEVELAND. Eugene V. Debs Hall, 
Room 25. 5927 Euclid Ave., Cleveland 3, 
Ohio. Telephone: 391-1425.

BBNVER. M ilitant Labor Forum , Tele­
phone 222-4174.

DETROIT. Eugene V Debs Hall. 3737 
W oodward. TEm ple 1-6135. F riday  Night 
fkHgjrilst Forum  held w eekly a t 8 p.m.

LOS ANGELES. Socialist W orkers Par-
, 1702 E ast F ourth  St. AN 9-4953 or
E 5-9238. Open 12 noon to 5 p.m. daily 

and Saturday.
MILWAUKEE. 150 E. Juneau  Ave.

MINNEAPOLIS. Socialist W orkers P a r ­
ty  and Labor Book Store. 704 Hennepin 
Ave., Hall 240. FEderal 2-7781. Open 1

to 5 p.m., M onday through Friday, Sat­
urday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

NEWARK. N ew ark Labor Forum , Box 
361, N ew ark, New Jersey .

NEW YORK CITY. M ilitant Labor 
Forum . 116 U niversity Place. AL 5-7852.

OAKLAND-BERKELEY, S o c i a l i s t  
W orkers Party , P.O. Box 651, M ain Post 
Office. Oakland 12, Calif. Phone 562-4667.

PHILADELPHIA. M ilitant L abor Fo­
rum : P.O. Box 8412.

ST. LOUIS. Phone Evergreen 9-2895. 
Ask for Dick Clarke.

SAN DIEGO. San Diego Labor Forum . 
P.O. Box 1581, San Diego 12̂  Calif. For 
labor and socialist books. Sign of the 
Sun Books, 4705 College Ave.

SAN FRANCISCO. P.O. Box 239 Main 
Post Office, San Francisco, Calif. Tele­
phone: 863-2453.

SEATTLE. 3815 5th N. E. L ibrary , book 
stor. Open 12 noon to  5 p.m. Saturdays. 
Phone ME 2-7449.

I. 1 954-1955
In a ra re  moment of tru th , fo r­

m er president of the United States, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, made the 
following observation in his m e­
moirs about the feelings of the 
Vietnamese people in 1954, during 
their struggle against French im ­
perialism:

“ I have never talked or cor­
responded w ith a single person 
knowledgeable in Indo-Chinese af­
fairs who did not agree th a t had 
elections been held a t the time of 
the fighting, possibly 80%  of the 
population would have voted for 
the Com munist Ho Chi Minh as 
their leader ra the r than Chief of 
S tate Bao Dai.”

Eisenhower’s observation has 
more than passing validity. It con­
firm s tha t from  the very  beginning 
of U.S. involvem ent in Vietnam, 
the vast m ajority  of the people 
there have been opposed to the  re ­
gimes set up by foreign im perial­
ism. This held true  for the French 
puppet Bao Dai regim e in 1954; 
it holds true  today, for each and 
every U.S. puppet governm ent 
tem porarily  holding sway in the 
palaces of Saigon.

A decade ago, however, Eisen­
how er’s attitude w as not one of 
philosophical detachm ent. The 
daily re trea ts  of the French armies 
before the revolutionary Vietminh, 
led by Ho Chi Minh, sent a w ave 
of fear through the  financial cap­
itals of the world. The revolution­
ary  sentim ents of the Vietnamese 
people w ere no secret.

“The m ajority of the Vietnamese 
people w an t peace a t any price,” 
the New Y ork  Tim es  stated April 
4, 1954, “and a large proportion, 
now as in the past, seem to w ant 
the Vietminh to w in.” The hand ­
w riting  on the wall was clear 
enough. Over a billion dollars of 
U.S. -aid, accounting for- 78% of-' - 
the total French m ilitary  budget 
for the Indo-China w ar, had failed 
to stem the revolutionary tide.

U.S. Considers Intervention
Eisenhower considered a new 

course of action: d irect m ilitary 
intervention of U.S. forces. On 
M arch 19, Dulles told the O ver­
seas Press Club in New York, “The 
imposition on Southeast Asia of 
the  political system of Communist 
Russia and its Chinese Communist 
ally, by w hatever means, would be 
a grave th rea t . . . The U.S. feels 
tha t this possibility should not be 
passively accepted bu t should be 
m et by united action.

“This might have serious risks,” 
Dulles advised, “b u t these risks 
are  far less than  would face us in 
a few years if we dare not be 
resolute today.”

Wall S treet was jub ilan t and 
ready to go whole-hog. T he Wall 
Street Journal stated M arch 30, 
“the U.S. would, if necessary, 
throw  in U.S. troops.” Nixon was 
adam ant: “The adm inistration
m ust face the issue and send the 
troops.”

There was only one trouble w ith 
Eisenhower’s plans. In  his readi­
ness for another w ar, the ex-gen­
eral had overlooked the  question 
of troops. H aving ju s t finished the 
long and b itte r  struggle in Korea, 
American soldiers w ere not about 
to buy a w ar w hich to every eye 
looked equally  futile.

Jam es Reston, N ew  Y ork Tim es  
columnist, p u t it b luntly: “P ub ­
lic opinion in this country is not 
prepared for arm ed intervention 
by the  U.S.” And it w asn’t only in 
America. “In  B ritain  there was 
open opposition reflecting over­
whelm ing public pressure against 
new  hot w ar,” the Tim es  noted on 
May 2.

Even greater was the reaction 
among the French, who had been 
struggling in Indo-China eight 
years. The French people, in fact, 
coined the term  “d irty  w ar” for 
the Indo-Chinese struggle — and 
the French felt th a t they had been 
there  as long as they had only be­
cause of U.S. pressure. “We 
F rench are no longer fighting in

our own interests,” a correspond­
en t declared. “We are fighting be­
cause you Americans won’t let us 
stop.”

The French governm ent dem ol­
ished the Eisenhower-Dulles pro­
paganda about “Chinese Reds” 
when French m ilitary  authorities 
in Hanoi stated they had no evi­
dence of Communist Chinese infil­
tration  a t D ienbienphu. They noted 
tha t not one com batant in the Viet­
m inh had ever been captured who 
could be identified as Chinese.

Later, on Ju n e  10, P ierre  Men- 
des-France, soon to become the 
French Prem ier, revealed how 
close the danger of U.S. entry  and 
atomic w ar had been. He told the 
French Assembly:

U.S. Intervention Averted

“U.S. intervention was to have 
taken place on the request of 
F rance April 28. The w arships car­
ry ing atomic aviation m ateriel 
w ere loaded and en route. P resi­
den t Eisenhower was to have 
asked Congress A pril 26 for 
authorization. Luckily, the project 
of the  United States was set aside 
by B ritain  and public opinion in 
the U.S.”

On May 7, 1954, the Vietminh 
arm y dealt the im perialist aggres­
sors a heavy blow, culm inating 
weeks of battle  a t Dienbienphu. 
Barefoot, w retchedly equipped 
Vietminh troops storm ed positions 
held by professional armies, armed 
w ith  tanks, heavy artillery , auto­
m atic weapons and the a ir  support 
of bombers. The Vietm inh smashed 
the French arm y and captured
8,000 prisoners.

This victory had a trem endous 
im pact on the Vietnamese people. 
The Ju n e  24 Tim es  s ta ted  cate­
gorically, “elections in Vietnam, 
if held now, would in all probabil­
ity resu lt in a Com munist victory.” 
The Ju ly  3 Christian Science M on­
itor reported  th a t whole units of — 
the French Indo-Chinese arm y 
w ere going over to the Vietminh: 
“The desertions [are] reaching an 
almost uncountable rate .”

Dienbienphu forced the im ­
perialists, however reluctantly , to 
the bargaining table. The result 
was the  Geneva Accord of Ju ly  
21, 1954, w hich partitioned Indo- 
China along the 17th parallel into 
N orth Vietnam, which would have 
a governm ent organized by the 
V ietm inh  and South Vietnam, 
w hich would rem ain  under the 
ru le of French puppet-em peror 
Bao Dai.

Included in the agreem ent was 
the guarantee th a t national elec­
tions would be held two years 
la ter in which the Vietnamese peo­
ple would dem ocratically deter­
mine the ir governm ent. From the 
very beginning, however, it was 
evident th a t W ashington — which 
refused to sign the  accord — had 
no intentions of/going along with 
this p a r t of the decision.

Thousands Executed

Im m ediately a fte r the Geneva 
Conference, the South Vietnamese 
regime, bolstered w ith  U.S. aid, 
set about to  destroy every m anifes­
tation of support for the  Vietminh. 
The Aug. 4 Tim es  reported tha t 
the Bao Dai governm ent had in­
stituted “sedition” courts, and a 
reign of te rro r followed designed 
to weed out all m ilitants among 
the populace.

Thousands w ere executed, and 
thousands of others w ere throw n 
into prisons w here m any rem ain 
to this day. G raft and corruption 
ran  ram pan t in the country-club 
and cabaret crowd tha t made up 
the regime. Bao Dai him self spent 
most of his tim e lavishing U.S. 
millions on the French Riviera, 
leaving the powers of governm ent 
to his appointed prem ier, Ngo 
Dinh Diem.

Joseph Alsop, today one of the 
most b la tan t W ashington w ar mon­
gers, was in South Vietnam at the 
time, and described the reaction 
of the populace in his syndicated 
Herald Tribune  column: “The
com m unists have scored a whole

series of political, organizational, 
m ilitary  and —  one has to say — 
m oral trium phs . . . W hat im ­
pressed me the most, alas, was the 
m oral fervor they had  inspired 
among the non-communist V iet­
m inh cadre and the stout support 
they had obtained from  the  peas­
an try .”

As has since become the norm, 
W ashington’s reaction to the vis­
ible crum bling of the Bao Dai 
governm ent was to stage a coup. 
Bao Dai w as replaced by his p re ­
mier, Ngo Dinh Diem. On April 
30, 1955, the rival puppet forces 
fought i t  out on the  streets of 
Saigon, and Diem took over the 
leadership of the  prized Binh 
Xuyen — the private arm y which 
ran  all prostitution, gambling, n a r ­
cotics and o ther rackets, as well 
as the police departm ent.

W hen Diem w as bum ped off by 
his colleagues of the Saigon palace- 
gangster crowd eight years later, 
he was in the  m idst of building 
his wife a $750,000 dw elling and 
had amassed a p rivate  fortune 
valued a t $50,000,000.

B ut in his heyday, this “man 
of sim ple tastes” was hailed by 
Dulles as the savior of Vietnam. 
On Aug. 30, Dulles inform ed a 
press conference th a t elections in 
South Vietnam would not be pos­
sible. On May 31, 1959, Eisen­
how er explained to Congress th a t 
the South Vietnamese economy 
would collapse if Diem did not 
receive aid.

II. 1960-1962
Beginning sporadically in 1958, 

and in ever-increasing num bers, 
the South Vietnamese peasants or­
ganized units of open rebellion 
against the Diem dictatorship. This 
form ation was concretized in the 
establishm ent in December, 1961,., 
of the  N ational L iberation F ront 
of South V ietnam  (N L F), w h ic h  
for propaganda purposes has been 
dubbed the  “Viet Cong” ( “Viet­
nam ese Com m unists” ) by A m eri­
can papers.

Descriptions of NLF operations 
have leaked through the heavily- 
censored U.S. press, of w hich two 
m ay be cited. Hom er Bigart, the 
noted w ar correspondent, gave this 
description in the Times, Jan . 17, 
1962:

“The South Vietnamese govern­
m ent is still losing its fight w ith  
the Com munists fo r the minds of 
the civilian population . . .  A t the 
village level, Viet Cong agents 
preach discontent by pointing out 
the governm ent’s inability  to pro­
vide medical care and o ther social 
services. Among farm ers they can 
exploit the anger over soaring 
prices . . . A nother touchy point 
is, th a t of the hundreds of m il­
lions of dollars of U.S. aid poured 
into South Vietnam, only a small 
trickle has penetrated  to the grass 
roots.”

In the sam e year, the Times  
prin ted  a fu ller description by 
Je rry  A. Rose in its Sunday m ag­
azine section, April 8:

“ ‘The Viet Cong comes into the 
field to  w ork w ith you,’ a peasant 
says. ‘Or if there  is no w ork to 
be done, he’ll even w ash out the 
rice bowl for you. The Viet Cong 
live like us, look like us, live in 
our homes. How can w e inform  on 
them ?’

Immediate Land Reform
“The Communists in Vietnam 

have long recognized the value of 
an im m ediate land reform  . . .  in 
fact', the Com munists do take land 
from  the rich and give it to the  
poor . . . They seize rice fields 
from  the absent owners and divide 
the land am ong the  w orking farm ­
ers.”

A revealing description of Diem’s 
frustra ted  attem pts to overcome 
the NLF was given by a N ew s­
w eek  correspondent, Feb. 12, 1962, 
who was allowed to go out w ith 
the governm ent forces:

“As we advanced, the Viet-, 
nam ese kept as quiet as they could,' 
bu t the ir boots made a dry, crunch­
ing sounds in the rice-fields.
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“E N E M IE S ” ? S o u th  V ie tn am e se  p e a sa n t g r ip s  h e r  c h ild re n  in  fe a r  

as  g o v e rn m e n t so ld ie rs  in v a d e  h e r  h u t  to  g r ill  h e r  ab o u t h e r  h u s ­

b a n d  whd' th e y  su sp e c t is a g u e r r i l la  su p p o rte r .

From  farm house to farmhouse, the 
peasants signalled w ith lamps, re ­
porting our advance. Shortly be- 
before daw n  we m et another Ranger 

company. Nobody had  found- any 
guerrillas.”

Diem's unpopularity  and his in ­
ability to oppose the growing lib ­
eration struggle greatly  disturbed 
the  new Democratic adm inistration 
in  W ashington. W hat Eisenhower 
had been unable to achieve overt­
ly, K ennedy a ttem pted to accom­
plish covertly. F or months, w ith ­
out consulting, or fo r tha t m atte r 
even informing, the  A m erican peo­
ple, K ennedy secretly sent U.S. 
troops into South Vietnam.

U.S. Military Presence

By late 1961, however, word was 
beginning to get out. On Dec. 20, 
the Tim es  reported, “about 2,000 
A m ericans in uniform  are in South 
Vietnam, instead of the  officially 
reported 685 m em bers of the mili­
ta ry  advisory group” ; and Dec. 31, 
“W ashington is prepared to add 
considerably to the U.S. m ilitary 
presence in South Vietnam.

“The recent arrival of 40 troop- 
carry ing helicopters to be operated 
by U.S. A rm y units . . . w as be- 
'•eved to be only the beginning of 
d irect A m erican assistance for a 
tactical role. I t  is understood in 
Saigon th a t W ashington stands 
ready to provide all the m ilitary 
m uscle needed to bea t the  Viet 
Cong, including ground troops if 
necessary.”

Am erican new sm en forced K en­
nedy’s hand a t a Feb. 14 press 
conference, w here he quibbled 
th a t w hile the A m erican people 
had no t been inform ed about U.S. 
operations in Vietnam, the lead­
ers o f both parties  had been. Nixon 
chimed in w ith  Republican P arty  
support the  following day, adding 
“ I only hope he [Kennedy] will 
no t stop the  build-up.”

W hat K ennedy was interested 
in hiding, however, was not so 
m uch the fact that A m erican boys 
w ere being sen t to South Vietnam 
— as “advisers” —  bu t the real 
n a tu re  of the Vietnamese struggle. 
In  this same period the  U.S. began 
a massive concentration-camp cam­
p a ig n  sentim entally  called “O pera­
tion Sunrise,” which was designed 
to force every last Vietnamese pea­
san t into strongly guarded stock­

ades, thus cutting  them  off from 
contact w ith  the  NLF.

Ju s t  before the lid was clamped 
down on news coverage of the 
Vietnamese w ar, correspondent ~ 
H om er B igart w rote the  following 
description of “Operation Sun­
rise” :

“The operation is subsidized di­
rectly  w ith  United States money, 
m ilita ry  p lanning and technical 
aid. In this region, 1,200 families 
are  to be moved voluntarily  or 
forcibly from  the forests con­
trolled by the  Viet Cong and re ­
settled  in new strategic villages. 
The abandoned villages will be 
burned to deprive the Viet Cong 
of shelter and food.

“The firs t step in Operation 
Sunrise involved encirclem ent of 
half a dozen settlem ents . . . The 
governm ent was able to persuade 
only 70 families to volunteer for 
resettlem ent. The 135 o ther fam ­
ilies in the half dozen settlem ents 
w ere herded forcibly from their 
homes . . .  A young wom an stood 
expressionless as she recounted 
how the  troops had burned the 
fam ilies’ two tons of rice.” (March 
28) Concentration camps, su r ­
rounded by “grim soldiers with 
m achine guns,” now dotted South 
V ietnam  from  one end to the other.

T hat popular hatred  of the Diem 
regim e and the  tru e  role of the 
U.S. “advisers” w as not deemed 
fitting  news for Americans, was 
revealed through a leak a year 
later. I t  came out th a t Secretary 
of S ta te  Rusk had  ordered the 
U.S. A m bassador in Saigon:

“ 1. Keep A m erican reporters 
aw ay from  areas w here  fighting 
is being done entirely  o r almost 
entirely  by U.S. troops.

“2. Keep A m erican reporters 
aw ay from  any area which will 
show the ex ten t of P residen t Ngo 
Dinh Diem’s failure to a ttrac t the 
full allegiance of the South Viet­
nam ese people.” (AP, May 5, 
1963)

From this period on, in spite of 
several protests by A m erican cor­
respondents, press coverage of the 
w ar was handed over to Madison 
Avenue. “For A m erican reporters 
in em battled South Vietnam,” the 
W all S treet Journal wrote, “ the 
men to see to arrange interviews 
w ith V ietnam ese officials are  two 
on-the-scene representatives of the

New York public-relations firm  of 
Kaster, Hilton, Chesley, Crawford 
& A therton.

“The Kaster-Hilton operation 
perform s m any such operations for 
P residen t Ngo Dinh Diem’s gov­
ernm ent, always w ith  the goal of 
enhancing the regim e’s image in 
the U.S. For these services, South 
V ietnam  pays the concern $100,000 
a year plus expenses.” (May 8, 
1962)

I I I .  1963
K ennedy’s hopefully secret 

honeymoon w ith the Diem clique 
came to an abrupt end in the first 
week of 1963 w hen NLF forces 
surprised a contingent of U.S. 
ground troops and helicopters at 
Ap Bac, destroying five of 15 
helicopters and killing 13 A m eri­
cans. This engagem ent w as a tu rn ­
ing point of the war. AP  cor­
respondent Malcome W. Browne 
described the change:

“Only a few m onths ago, the 
average Viet Cong guerrilla had 
to rely on his hom em ade shotgun 
or old French rifle  to blast away 
at the big American machines 
wheeling down on him  w ith  loads 
of troops. Now, thanks to captured 
Am erican weapons, the guerrilla 
has a good chance of making 
trouble for the helicopters.”

Napalm Bombing

I t w as one th ing for the U.S. 
to conceal the concentration-camp 
natu re  of the “strategic ham let” 
program, quite another to conceal 
open battles w ith  guerrilla forces 
who shot down helicopters. Mad­
ison A venue’s firs t reaction was to 
try  and sell the w ar to the A m eri­
can public through the blazing 
color photography of Life  m ag­
azine.

I t ran a gorgeous photograph 
display of the mountainous coun­
tryside being bom bed w ith  jellied... 
gasoline (napalm ) from  U.S.-flown 
and m anufactured airplanes. The 
caption read: “Sweeping low
across enemy-infested scrubland, 
U.S. pilot inspector w atches Viet­
nam ese napalm  strike. Object of 
fire  bombing is to sear the foliage 
and flush the enemy into the open. 
U.S. airm en tra in  Vietnamese to 
handle T-28 fighter-bombers — 
which reta in  U.S. m arkings — and 
lead to target.”

Also shown w ere peasants, tied 
by ropes around the ir  necks, being 
led by Diem’s troops; tortures of 
various varieties — always of 
young people; and troops burning 
a village because, according to 
Life, “Com munist li te ra tu re” had 
been found in a hut. These tactics 
w ere explained by A rthur Hur- 
wich in the New Y ork Post over 
a year later:

“W hen a Com munist concen­
tra tion  was reported in a village, 
the  homes and rice fields were 
m achine - gunned and napalm- 
bombed from  the air. Statistics on 
non-combatants killed are not 
available b u t there m ust have 
been thousands.” (M arch 15, 1964)

Since then, photographs of to r­
tures there  have become common 
in the  A m erican press — always, 
of course, w ith  a quick-sell line. 
The Nov. 9, 1964, N ew sw eek, for 
example, showed a peasant being 
to rtu red  w ith a knife; the caption 
read: “G etting the point: South 
Vietnamese Rangers interrogate a 
prisoner.”

Water Torture

A photo in the Times  showed a 
prisoner being held upside down 
in a barrel of w ate r — the notori­
ous “w ater cure” used by the 
French to to rtu re  Algerians. An­
o ther widely-publicized picture 
showed a captive chained to a 
trac tor which was about to drag 
him  under w ate r along a canal.

Kennedy’s effort to conceal the 
true na tu re  of the Vietnamese civil 
w ar was fu rthe r  frustra ted  by the 
heroic struggle of the Buddhist 
students and intellectuals in the 
cities which em erged in the sum­
m er of 1963. T hat leading figures 
would sacrifice themselves to pro­

test the abom inations of the Diem 
regime could not be easily ignored.

Nguyen Tuong Tam, who killed 
him self on Ju ly  8, was a hero of 
the V ietnam  resistance against the 
French, a leader of the under­
ground, and the  au thor of many 
novels which are studied in Viet­
nam ese universities. His death  was. 
not th a t of a religious fanatic, as 
the A m erican press implied.

The Buddhists represent 80% 
of the  Vietnamese population. 
Their struggle involves the lead­
ing intellectuals and the bulk of 
the student population. In an a t­
tem pt to suppress it, Diem estab­
lished m artial law  in the cities, 
storm ed the temples, and arrested  
thousands. The revolution had 
spread from the countryside into 
the cities.

Once again, W ashington found 
it desirable to find a new  puppet. 
This tim e it  w as not so easy. Diem 
didn’t  w an t out. In the course of 
the CIA’s h u n t for a new  man, 
Diem and his cronies spilled the 
beans on the CIA activities.

On Sept. 2, Diem revealed tha t 
the CIA w as offering the spec­
tacu lar sum of $20 million to the 
gang th a t would throw  him out. A 
week later, an inside source dis­
closed the CIA was paying the 
secret police $3 million pe r  year. 
Kennedy w as em barrassed. But 
afte r a few weeks, the  Diem 
problem  w as solved. He was killed 
Nov. 1, and Gen. Duong Van 
Minh, a product of the Command 
and G eneral S taff School a t Fort 
Leavenw orth, Kansas, took over.

IV. 1964 to Pleiku
In  Ja n u ary  1964, the total 

A m erican force in V ietnam  was 
estim ated a t 17,000. Official fig­
ures reported 166 dead, and 400 
wounded. The Feb. 10 Toronto 
Globe and Mail pu t the N LF forces 
at 30,000 regulars and governm ent 
troops a t  about 200,000 “equipped 
w ith the  la test in autom atic w ea­
pons, helicopters, napalm  and 
weed-killing chemicals.”

Twelve m onths and several Sai­
gon coups later, Jam es Reston 
m ade the following estim ates in 
the Times: G uerrilla forces, be­
tween 28,000 and 34,000 regulars, 
w hich lead between 60,000 and
80.000 night raiders in small units 
all over the country; 240,000 South 
Vietnamese in the  com bat forces; 
and, 23,000 U.S. troops, “who have 
overwhelm ing superiority  in fire 
pow er and naval power.” (Feb. 10, 
1965)

U.S. Troops

A m erican casualties w ere esti­
m ated a t over 300 dead, over
1.000 wounded.

Two things are strik ing about 
the comparison: the increase by a 
th ird  of U.S. troops committed to 
the Vietnamese civil w ar; the in­
crease by threefold of forces ac­
tive in or available to the NLF. 
The year witnessed a series of 
m ajo r victories for the  Vietnamese 
revolutionaries — of which Bien 
Hoa, Binh Gia and Pleiku are only 
the most outstanding.

Of 35 provinces, barely three 
are presently  controlled by the 
U.S.-Saigon regime. On A pril 10, 
1964, the Tim es  stated, “nine out 
of ten Vietnamese in the Mekong 
Delta are  convinced the Com­
m unist V iet Cong have won the 
w ar” ; and on A pril 27, “roughly 
80% of the peasantry  now live in 
one form o r another under a Com­
m unist shadow of governm ent.”

The same day, the New York 
World-Telegram  stated:

“We never have been really  told 
the tru th  in W ashington about 
South Vietnam. Since New Y ear’s 
Day the downhill slide has seen 
untold thousands of ham let m ili­
tia . .  . defect or simply desert in 
fear and disgust, and our side con­
trolling very little beyond the cen­
te r  of Saigon and some provincial 
capitals.”

F u rther, the  bulk of the killing 
was by  Am erican hands. The sit­

uation is “worse than  the public 
has been told —  far worse,” a 
Scripps - Howard correspondent 
w rote from W ashington May 17. 
“A m ericans — not V ietnam ese — 
are accounting for 60 per  cent of 
the casualties inflicted on the Com­
m unist Viet Cong.”

“The m ost, strik ing fact,” the 
Tim es  observed, about McNama­
ra ’s early  May visit to  Vietnam, 
w as th a t for the firs t tim e “he 
had to w rap him self in a bullet­
proof vest to drive through the 
streets of Saigon.” (M ay 15)

At Bien Hoa in November, a 
handful of liberation fighters 
wound the ir  w ay through a ne t­
w ork of U.S. defenses to destroy 
five B-57 bombers, and dam age 
15 others, costing the U.S. a t  least 
$25 million. In Binh Gia, six 
weeks later, the NLF dem onstrated 
its ability to fight and  w in a 
pitched battle  against U.S. an d  
Saigon forces.

Student Protest

Furtherm ore, the u rban  strug­
gle had resum ed a t full force. In  
the sum m er of 1964, General 
K hanh  appointed him self “presi­
den t” w ith d ictatorial powers and 
banned all dem onstrations a fte r  
firing  on a student protest. :

The recent surprise attack a t 
P leiku dem onstrated m ore than  
anything else the to tal lack of pop­
u la r  support for the  U.S. in Viet­
nam  — even among the  ranks of 
the Saigon arm y. W alt Frieden- 
berg, a Scripps-Howard corres­
pondent in W ashington, drew  this 
obvious conclusion, and noted the 
W hite House reaction:

“The adm inistration  is urgent­
ly considering sending m ore U.S. 
troops to South V ietnam  to  defend 
American headquarters, com­
pounds and installations against 
sneak Viet Cong attacks.

“The v irtua l absence of effec­
tive  protection, supposed to be 
provided by South Vietnamese 
forces, again has been dem onstrat­
ed w ith the  demolition of the  U.S. 
advisers’ b illet a t Qui Non.”  

In ten years, the  sophists in 
W ashington have come full circle. 
The Vietnamese w ar is not today, 
and it never has been, one in 
which the people could be “tru s t­
ed” to act in U.S. interests. W ash­
ington had to force Bao Dai down 
the ir th roats  in 1954; K hanh, to­
day.

Democratic elections have never 
been dared.

Ten years of b ru ta l aggression 
— napalm  bombing, defoliation 
concentration camps, tortures, and 
puppet dictators — these could not 
possibly have produced any o ther 
reaction from  the Vietnamese 
masses than  w hat now  exists: 
Deep and b itter  com m itm ent to the  
total and final destruction of U.S. 
control in South Vietnam. 

Johnson’s adm inistration bears 
complete responsibility for A m eri­
can forces rem aining in V ietnam  
and for expanding the  w ar to  
North Vietnam.

The U.S. forces should be im ­
m ediately w ithdraw n.

The Vietnamese people m ust be 
allowed to choose the ir  own form  
of government.
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An Analysis of Vietnam Crisis

Bombings Intended as Threat to Moscow?
. . . Bombings Evoke Protests

B y Jo se p h  H an sen

PA R IS — When American 
planes, on an order given by P res­
ident Johnson, sw ept in from the 
G ulf of Tonkin, Feb. 7-8 to bomb 
targe ts in N orth Vietnam, a wave 
of fea r sw ept the  world. Was this 
the  action th a t could escalate into 
atomic war?

The answ er is still not known 
although the  ea rth ’s inhabitants 
brea thed  easier w hen neither the 
Im m ediate victim, N orth Vietnam, 
n o r the  People’s Republic of China 
no r the Soviet Union responded 
to the  violent provocation.

W hy did Johnson take  this 
m aniacal “calculated” risk?

The S tate  D epartm ent has been 
busily  explaining in the corridors 
of the U nited Nations and in the 
em bassies throughout the world 
th a t  the m ilitary  attack  on N orth 
V ietnam  w as not intended as a 
challenge to the Soviet Union — 
w hich has an effective atomic 
pow er equal to th a t of the United 
States —  b u t only as a “rep risa l” 
on the  tiny  little country of North 
Vietnam, which the  W hite House 
has decided to hold responsible for 
th e  actions of the freedom fighters 
in  South Vietnam, particu larly  if 
they  dare to attack  any of the 23,- 
000 acknowledged A m erican m ili­
ta ry  “advisers” of the puppet gov­
ern m en t and its m ercenary forces. 
Such an attack occurred a t Pleiku 
Feb. 7, leaving 116 American 
casualties. Johnson offered this 
as an  “excuse” for bombing North 
Vietnam.

Pressure on Moscow

Despite the S tate D epartm ent 
explanations, the bombing was 
clea rly  intended not only as “pun ­
ishm ent” of N orth Vietnam b u t as 
p ressu re  on Moscow. Soviet P re ­
m ie r  Alexei N. Kosygin happened 
to  be  in Hanoi when Johnson or- 

.'dered t h e  assault on N orth Viet­
n am . Johnson could hard ly  have 
dealt him  a more stinging slap un ­
le ss  he had ordered Hanoi itself 
b ombed.

The tim ing of the assault would 
thus tend to show tha t Johnson 
did  not intend to s ta rt a course of 
action th a t would escalate into 
atomic w ar although he took the 
risk  th a t this m ight happen.

B ut w hy did Kosygin choose to 
v is i t  Hanoi a t this particu lar mo-

K osygin

ment? The Soviet diplomats, the 
press has reported, have gone to 
ex traord inary  lengths to explain 
to the W hite House tha t the visit 
in no wise contradicts their policy 
of “peaceful co-existence” or their 
hope for a “sum m it” m eeting w ith 
Johnson la te r  in the year. In fact, 
Alain Clement, the well-informed 
W ashington correspondent of the 
Paris daily Le Monde, reported 
Feb. 1 th a t a “Soviet represen ta­
tive” a t a “private meeting, and 
in his personal nam e” was re ­
ported to have said th a t “he be­
lieved th a t his governm ent was 
seeking in the North Vietnam 
capital to help the Am ericans re ­
tire  honorably from  South Viet­
nam ,”

This ties in w ith a spate of re ­
cent rum ors th a t W ashington has 
decided to seek a “disengagem ent” 
in South Vietnam from the m ili­
ta ry  conflict through some kind 
of negotiated settlem ent tha t 
would provide a “face-saving” 
form ula for the American colossus.

K hrushchev’s heirs m ay well 
have envisaged this as a shrew d 
move through which they could 
deliver something substantial to

. . . S tudent Group Urges Dem onstrations
 (Continued from Page 1) 

pends on you and you alone.”
The SDS sta tem ent says, “The 

M arch on W ashington is expected 
to  involve thousands of students 
and  will be a massive protest 
against the presen t V ietnam  pol­
icy.” The M arch will begin with 
picketing a t  the W hite House, and 
w ill hea r such speakers as Sena­
tor G ruening of Alaska, who has 
urged w ithdraw al from Vietnam, 
and journalist I. F. Stone.

T he Young Socialist Alliance 
lia s  endorsed the SDS m arch on 
Washington, and is urging all 
-other student groups which are 
opposed to the U.S. w ar in Viet-
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nam  to do likewise. So far, the 
DuBois Club and the May 2 Move­
m ent have also come out in sup­
port of the march.

The SDS helped to organize 
dem onstrations against the bomb­
ings of N orth Vietnam a t H arvard, 
Yale, Brandeis, Rutgers, U niver­
sity of Wisconsin, U niversity of 
Michigan, U niversity of California, 
a t  Berkeley, University of Min­
nesota, and Oberlin.

A “fast for peace” was started 
on Feb. 11 by seven students at 
George W ashington University in 
W ashington, D.C. Four men and 
three women students have set 
themselves up in the un iversity’s 
S tudent Union cafeteria. They said 
tha t they will fast for a t least 48 
hours and would continue until re ­
placed by a student a t George 
W ashington and one other school.

In St. Louis, students staged a 
sit-in  a t the federal court, de ­
m anding a negotiated settlem ent 
in Vietnam. They w ere eventually 
kicked out.

The SDS plans to hold co-ordin­
ated dem onstrations on Feb. 20, 
along with other groups, includ­
ing the  YSA, in San Francisco, 
Austin (Texas), Chicago, Boston, 
New York and Washington.

Jack  Barnes, YSA national 
chairm an, urged student groups to 
begin organizing for the M arch on 
Washington. Busloads of students 
a rc  expected from  all over the 
country. For more inform ation, 
w rite: Students for a Democratic 
Society, 119 F ifth  Ave., New 
York, N.Y. 10003.

Johnson, while a t the same time 
dem onstrating the realistic nature 
of the policy of “peaceful co­
existence,” thus gaining better 
leverage in the ir dispute w ith 
Peking.

B ut Johnson, or one of the wings 
of the policy-makers to whom he 
lends ear, saw another possibility. 
The reality  in South Vietnam is 
tha t American im perialism faces 
a  m ajor defeat. Its position is be­
coming m ore and more untenable. 
If  the U.S. w ithdraw s, w hat is to 
p revent Moscow from  moving in? 
Kosygin’s trip  can thus be in ter­
preted as a reassertion of the 
Soviet stake in Southeast Asia; 
and w hile it is p referab le from 
W ashington’s view to have Mos­
cow there instead of Peking, it 
is a defeat for world capitalism 
in e ither case.

The bombing of North Vietnam 
can thus be in terpreted  as serving 
a  double purpose in W ashington’s 
diplomatic game. It serves to 
strengthen Kosygin’s hand in deal­
ing with Hanoi and Peking by 
flagrantly  displaying w hat m ad­
men the Am ericans are — willing 
to risk  atomic w ar over any kind 
of “undisciplined” action under­
taken by the South Vietnam free­
dom fighters. And it serves to re ­
m ind K hrushchev’s heirs, too, tha t 
they are dealing w ith the same 
power that precipitated the crisis 
in the Caribbean in 1962. With 
his bombs, Johnson told Kosygin 
not to try  any genuinely independ­
en t moves in Southeast Asia.

Dependents Withdrawn

The bombing of North Vietnam 
could serve still another purpose. 
U nder cover of this “advance,” 
Johnson ordered the w ithdraw al 
of American women and children 
from  South Vietnam. W hile this 
fits in w ith  a move to escalate 
the conflict, it also fits in w ith 
the firs t step in a staged w ith ­
draw al. I t  makes perfect logic to 
the m ilitary  m ind of the Pentagon 
to use an attack as a screen for 
a retreat.

However, some unexpected con­
sequences m ay arise from John ­
son’s brinkm anship. F irs t of all, 
Kosygin m ay now find it more 
difficult to push a policy of 
“peaceful co-existence” w ith A m er­
ican imperialism. One of the 
deadliest criticisms levelled against 
K hrushchev w as his failure to pro ­
vide North Vietnam w ith adequate 
m ilitary  aid and to defend the 
beleaguered country against A m er­
ican aggression. Johnson’s move 
now places K hrushchev’s heirs in 
the spotlight on this very question. 
I t  will not be easy for them to 
wriggle out of it w ith m ere p la ti­
tudes. Som ething much more sub­
stantia l is now required. Thus 
Johnson, perhaps inadvertently, 
strengthened P eking’s hand and 
along w ith it, most likely, the 
m ilitary defenses of North Viet­
nam.

Effect on World Opinion

On another level, too, Johnson 
may have miscalculated. W hat is 
the effect on world opinion? So 
soon afte r his inauguration, John ­
son shows th a t he feels completely 
free to bomb another country 
w henever diplomacy requires it — 
w ithout a declaration of war, w ith ­
out consulting Congress, sim ply on 
his own personal whim. .Isn ’t  it 
high time to call for a stra it jack ­
et?

As for the freedom  fighters in 
South Vietnam, they will feel more 
than  ever tha t the ir cause is not 
only a just one. I t  represents the 
cause of all hum anity  against a 
power tha t does not hesitate to 
risk  tu rn ing  our entire p lanet into 
a gas chamber.

In the United States itself Jo h n ­
son’s “popularity” can suffer a 
precipitous decline. The huge vote 
which he reaped in the election 
w as cast prim arily  against Gold- 
w ater and it w as cast in hope of 
blocking the kind of atomic b rink ­
m anship which Johnson is now 
engaging in.

(Continued from Page 1)
chanted by some 280 m archers in 
a dem onstration through dow n­
town Los Angeles. P articipating  
organizations w ere the SWP, YSA, 
SDS, SNCC, CORE, DuBois Clubs, 
and Women S trike for Peace. The 
m arch ended at the Federal B uild ­
ing w here various speakers ad ­
dressed the dem onstrators.

M argaret Thorpe of SDS urged 
everyone to join the M arch on 
W ashington which SDS is p lan ­
ning. O ther speakers included 
Irving Kirsch, SWP candidate for 
the board of education, who 
stressed the im portance of no t vot­
ing for the “ lesser ev il” bu t for 
candidates opposed to im perialist 
war.

The m archers encountered seven 
uniform ed Nazi P arty  m em bers at 
the Federal Building. The Nazis 
carried  anti-Negro, anti-Jew ish  
and p ro-w ar-in-V ietnam  placards. 
When they shouted “Death to 
T raitors,” the p rotesters drowned 
them  out w ith sarcastic “Sieg 
Hells.”

On Feb. 8, 1,000 students a t the 
U niversity of California a t B er­
keley attended an outdoor protest 
rally. Almost every day since, 
dem onstrations of about 300 have 
been held in San Francisco, sup­
ported by the DuBois Clubs, YSA 
and May 2 Committee.

SPU Holds Rally

On Feb. 11, the S tudent Peace 
Union at the University of P enn ­
sylvania in Philadelphia held a 
th ree -hour rally. The SPU called 
for im m ediate w ithdraw al of U.S. 
troops. M embers carried such signs 
as “Diem, Khanh — How Many 
More M urderers?” and “Kill J im  
Crow, Not the  Vietnamese.” The 
crowd varied from  150 to 600. 
Leaders of the rally  w ere in ter­
viewed on station WXPN.

On Feb. 13, Sw athm ore SDS 
joined w ith H averford and U of 
P  students in a m arch from  Inde­
pendence Hall to City Hall. D e­
spite last-m inute organization, 350 
people, mostly students, p a rti­
cipated.

In Kent, Ohio, a small dem on­
stration called by the Young So­
cialist Alliance was m et by a large 
mob of right-w ing students. De-: 
spite violence and attem pts to dis­
perse them  physically, the YSAers 
and sym pathizers continued to 
dem onstrate as they had planned. 
They carried  signs reading “The 
Lesser Evil Strikes Again,” “Run 
for Shelter, Johnson Is Not E x ­
tending the W ar Again,” “Drop 
Johnson, Not Bombs,” and “Save 
V ietnam  from  Johnson’s G reat 
Society.”

Demanded Protection

Tony Walsh, a liberal student 
senator presently  running  for s tu ­
den t senate president, passed out 
leaflets w ith the dem onstrators. 
Ho dem anded protection three 
times from  campus cops who just 
stood by while the protesters w ere 
roughed up.

Public Square in Cleveland was 
the scene of picketing Feb. 13 
called by an ad hoc com mittee of 
Oberlin College students. About 
100 students came from the area’s 
schools. The protest brought out 
the Cleveland Police’s “subver­
sive squad” as usual. A lthough 
the organizing com mittee forbade 
slogans dem anding U.S. w ith ­
draw al from Vietnam, there was 
a very sym pathetic reponse when 
a speaker demanded the im ­
m ediate bringing home of U.S. 
troops.

In Denver, about 50 people 
staged a protest m arch Feb. 13, 
organized by the Committee 
Against the Vietnam War. The 
Socialist W orkers P arty  support­
ed this march. About 25 p ro-w ar 
demonstrators, from Soldiers of the 
Cross and Christian Youth of 
America heckled the marchers.

S u k a rn o

seized a U.S. Inform ation Service 
L ibrary, and tu rned  it over to the 
Indonesian S tudents and Youth in 
Solidarity w ith  Vietnam.

Several hundred A frican, Asian 
and Bulgarian students stoned the 
U.S. legation in Sofia, Bulgaria. 
Numerous windows w ere smashed. 
Some 2,000 students in Budapest, 
H ungary, reportedly  led by a Viet­
nam ese girl and-a Cuban, attacked 
the U.S. legation w ith stones and 
Ink bottles, and wrecked its re ­
creation center.

Forty South Vietnamese students 
in Japan  w ere joined by sym­
pathetic students from  Malaysia, 
Burma, Thailand and Japan  in a 
dem onstration in cen tral Tokyo. 
About 10,000 w orkers responded 
to a call issued by the Japanese 
Socialist and Com munist parties 
and dem onstrated against U.S. 
bombings in North V ietnam  and 
the docking of A m erican nuclear 
subm arines in Japan .

 Paris Demonstration

About 800 young people in Paris 
clashed w ith police in front 
of the U.S. Embassy. Police also 
dispersed about 150 dem onstrators 
a t the U.S. Embassy in Oslo, N or­
way. In Vienna, 50 A ustrian  Com­
m unist P arty  m em bers were kep t 
aw ay from the U.S. Embassy, bu t 
a delegation handed a petition to 
U.S. officials.

In Buenos Aires, A rgentina, 100 
young people tar-bom bed the walls 
of the F irs t N ational Bank of 
Boston. A t Cordoba, Argentina, 
another dem onstration was held, 
and tar-bom bs were throw n at the 
U.S.-Argentine C ultural Exchange.

In Malaysia, 1,000 youth sup­
porters of the Socialist F ron t p a ­
raded through K uala Lum pur and 
smashed the windows of the U.S. 
Inform ation S e r v i c e  building. 
D em onstrators carried  red b an ­
ners declaring “Yankee Go Home” 
and “Tommy Go Home.”

In Britain, 50 Labor P arty  
m em bers of P arliam en t signed a 
motion urging the British govern­
m ent to bring about a cease-fire. 
About 1,000 d e m o n s t r a t o r s  
m arched in fron t of the U.S. em ­
bassy in London shouting “Hands 
off Vietnam!” and “Yankee m ur­
derers go home!”

Italian Com munist youth dem ­
onstrated in Rome, Florence and 
T urin on Feb. 10. They stoned the 
U.S. consulate in Turin.

Repeated dem onstrations have 
taken place in Jakarta , Indonesia. 
Dem onstrators shouted “Crush 
A m erica” and carried cardboard 
caricatures of Uncle Sam and 
P resident Johnson, and then 
burned  them. The Sukarno regime
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[This column is an open forum 
for all view points on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
W here necessary they w ill be 
abridged. W riters’ initials w ill be 
used, names being w ithheld unless 
authorization  is given for use.]

Q  and A  on LBJ
Red Bank, N. J.

Question: W hat very large and 
very  obvious fact is not being 
m entioned these days by those

aiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiinniiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiimiiiiiiim^

I 10 Years Ago | 
(ln The Militant)
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“Less than  two years a fte r Stalin 
died, the second post-Stalin regime 
of K hrushchev - Bulganin - Zhukov 
form ally  assumed pow er in the 
USSR. W hen Stalin w as entombed, 
the  Soviet bureaucracy closed 
ranks around Malenkov-Beria- 
Molotov. In  funeral orations on 
M arch 9, 1953, this trio  proclaimed 
the ir p la tform  of ru le  . . . .

“M alenkov promised abundance. 
Beria vowed a ‘liberalized’ regime, 
under which Soviet civil liberties 
would be  fully and unconditionally 
safeguarded. W ithin 100 days Be­
r ia  was arrested  and la te r  shot. 
On Feb. 8, 1955, came M alenkov’s 
tu rn . His purge took the shape of 
resignation . . .

“And how secure can K hrush ­
chev’s associates feel, not to m en­
tion those of Bulganin? . . . The 
aggravation of the  crisis of suc­
cession will b ring  even m ore sharp ­
ly  to the  fore in the  n ex t period 
the political function of the  purge 
u nder the S talinist system. In the 
nearly  two years since Stalin  died 
it  has been am ply dem onstrated 
th a t the  bureaucracy cannot devise 
any new  methods of ru le .” — Feb. 
21, 1955.

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIUHIIIIIIIIIUIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIHIIHIIIHÎ

20 Years Ago |
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“A fter the civil w ar w hich raged 
for over a m onth in and around 
Athens, the Allied invaders and 
th e ir  Greek Quislings have suc­
ceeded in imposing savage term s 
upon the defeated ELAS forces . . .

“According to the provisions of 
this agreement, the ELAS forces 
have been ordered to ‘stack their 
arm s w ith in  14 days.’ . . .  As a 
condition for surrendering  the ir 
arms, the  ELAS leaders dem anded 
the  sim ultaneous disarm ing of the 
reactionary  brigades w hich had 
shot down Greek w orkers for the 
Nazis during the occupation. C hur­
chill . . . flatly  rejected this de­
m and. . . . The governm ent also 
rejected the  dem and by EAM- 
ELAS for a general am nesty . . .

“Ever since the ‘truce’ imposed 
upon the G reek people on Jan . 15, 
‘a full-blooded te rro r is raging 
against all who are suspected or 
denounced for having aided ELAS 
during the  w ar,’ reports the  Jan. 
19 London Tribune. ‘Thousands of 
ELAS supporters have been im ­
prisoned and are  being held now 
by the  self-same security police 
which hunted them  on behalf of 
the  G erm ans during the occupa­
tion.’ . . .

“The Stalinist leaders of the 
EAM-ELAS bear d irect responsibil­
ity  for giving Churchill-Scobie- 
P lastiras these sweeping powers 
to h u n t down the G reek w orkers 
and peasants . . . The Stalinist 
organ in Greece, Rizopastis, hails 
the  sell-out of the G reek w orkers 
to the ir  w orst enemies . . . The 
Stalinist paper brazenly boasts 
th a t this deal was m ade w ith the 
consent of S talin in ‘the historic 
decision of the  Crim ea conference.’ 
Here is one of the firs t b itter  fru its 
of the  ‘Big T hree’ conspiracy 
against the European masses.” — 
Feb. 24, 1945.

progressives and “socialists” who 
supported the LB J presidential 
campaign?

Answer: The fact th a t those
progressives and “socialists” were 
most ignominiously hoodwinked 
and th a t w hat they should  have 
done and w hat they should do now 
is to work for a socialist political 
party.

Enclosed is $5 in g ra titude for 
your fight against the jingoist 
Johnson.

Allen Strasburger

A  Strike at G E
Boston, Mass.

On Jan. 22, Local 201 of the 
In ternational Union of Electrical 
W orkers w as forced by extrem e 
rank-and-file p ressure to strike the 
River W orks and E verett plants 
of General Electric. The w alkout 
came as the resu lt of continuing 
failu re of the  “IUE-GE team ” to 
successfully negotiate long-pending 
grievances over rate-cutting.

The m ain bone of contention is 
the cutting of the ra te  for w ork 
perform ed on tape lathes from 
$3.25 'to $2.75 an hour. W hile the 
job rem ains substantially  the 
same, these new la thes have in ­
creased output, lowered operating 
costs, and reduced wages 23 Vz 
cents an hour.

The original grievance was 
filed, am azingly enough, over a 
year ago. Last October, as a resu lt 
of the IUE in essence tabling the 
grievance, some w orkers w ent out 
on w hat the union called a w ild ­
cat strike. The union forced them  
back into the p lan t w here they 
languished for two m onths more 
while the IUE again reviewed the 
proceedings.

Eventually, in December, the 
w orkers “filed su it” and w ere able 
to obtain a strike vote, the result 
of which was a better than  two-to- 
one p lu rality  in favor of strike.

Still the IUE, borne on the 
w inds of collaboration w ith the 
bosses, and judiciously following 
the ir  history of capitulation, 
balked a t the  thought of strike and 
again entered negotiations. With 
the  stigma of the  Schenectady 
sellout still fresh in all minds, the 
union couldn’t  come to term s and 
grudgingly subm itted to the will 
of the members.

W hile the  River W orks and 
Everett plants are  now on strike, 
the W est Lynn GE plant, also 
represented by the IUE and just 
a stone’s th row  from  the River 
Works, is still in full operation. 
IUE claims tha t W est Lynn is a 
separate  bargaining un it w ith no 
grievances to strike over. By this 
same rationale, the  office and sal­
ary  w orkers of the striking plants 
also rem ain  a t work.

But, alas, as D istrict P resident 
E arl Riley and In ternational P res­
ident Jam es Carey will tell you, 
“The union’s job is to fight com­
m unism .” Hence the justification 
of collaborating w ith the bosses 
and the sacrificing of m em ber­
ship demands.

Once again the union finds it­
self a t  the mercy of GE. The 
union is torn by bureaucratic fac­
tion fights (Messrs. H artne tt and 
Jennings), and coupled w ith the 
growing disenchantm ent of the 
m embership, Jam es Carey and GE 
sincerely hope th a t the IUE can 
carry  on its tradition of red-bait­
ing and collaboration by a m ar­
riage w ith  the United Auto W ork­
ers of W alter Reuther. This would 
culm inate in a g rea ter victory for 
company unionism  and still leave 
the w orkers on a cold picket line.

M. T.

Too Much Birch Beer?
Yellow Springs, Ohio 

W illiam Schepler, Ohio regional 
d irector of the John  Birch Society, 
spoke here a t Antioch College on 
Feb. 12. There are a t least two 
things he said which m ight be of 
some am usem ent value to readers 
of The Militant.

First, he  said th a t the Moscow- 
Peking dispute was not real. “A 
phone call from  the K rem lin 
would be  enough to fire  the Chi­
nese leaders a t any tim e.”

Secondly, he asserted, “The So­
cialist W orkers P arty  is ju s t an 
action arm  of the Communist P a r ­
ty.”

I t  takes an  awfully sick society 
to produce sickies like Mr. Schep­
ler.

Arthur Maglin

New England Rights Parley
Boston, Mass. 

About 1,300 students registered 
for the four-college (Am herst, 
Smith, U. of Mass. and M ount 
Holyoke) civil-rights conference 
this weekend. They cam e from  
Bates College in Maine, Colby in 
New Hampshire, from  Cornell and 
St. Law rence in upsta te  New 
York, from  Wesleyan and U. of 
Conn., from M iddlebury College 
in Vermont, from Lincoln in P enn ­
sylvania, and from num erous other 
campuses in the New England

In Case You Think It’s You 
That’s Crazy — We thought the 
lead headline in the Feb. 12 New  
Y ork  Tim es  was pretty  wild. It 
read: “ 160 U.S. and Vietnamese 
P lanes A ttack M ilitary Bases in 
North: W ashington Seeks to Lim it 
W ar.” Then we read a head fu r ­
ther down the page: “L im it on 
Conflict Stressed by U.S. — Offi­
cials Point to Distinction Between 
Retaliatory Raids and O utright 
Hostilities.”

Double-Speak Dep’t — GIs held 
prisoner by the guerrilla forces 
in South Vietnam are referred  to 
by the Pentagon as being “de­
tained,” ra th e r  than “captured,” 
because technically the  U.S. is not 
at w ar in South Vietnam.

Progress in Indiana — The three 
students facing “sedition” charges 
in Indiana may be interested in 
the following Feb. 9 UPI dispatch 
from  Indianapolis: “Despite a
w arning tha t the action might lead 
to lynchings, the Indiana Senate 
approved and sent to the House 
today two bills abolishing the 
death penalty  for specific crimes. 
A bill abolishing the death penalty 
for first-degree m urder was ap ­
proved 29 to 19 afte r a long de­
bate. A companion m easure abol­
ishing the death penalty  for trea ­
son against the state, lynching, 
dueling and kidnaping for ransom 
was approved 35-to-9 w ithout de­
bate. The bills w ere expected to 
face heavy opposition in the 
House.

Sweet Smell of Success — The
New Y ork  T im es  offers this ex­
planation of why the sales of m en’s 
toiletries have increased 60 per 
cent in recent years ($300 million 
w orth in 1963): “The young A m er­
ican male is more affluent, better 
educated and more sophisticated 
for his age than his sires and starts  
thinking about smelling good be­
fore he is out of high school.”

area —  Boston campuses sent 
th ree  busloads and some cars. The 
size of the conference and the 
thinking of the  delegates reflected 
some of the changing mood of 
those active in civil rights, a t  least 
on or around the campuses.

Though there  was a great deal 
of disappointm ent because many 
of the m ajor speakers could not 
be there  (Malcolm X was held up 
in London; W illiam W orthy, Mil­
ton Galamison and Michael H ar­
rington couldn’t come either), the 
a ttitude of many delegates re ­
flected an  acceptance of radical 
ideas as a legitim ate part of the 
Negro struggle.

Three exam ples will illustrate: 
1) In  one of th e  S aturday  m orn­
ing sessions, a fte r a speaker had 
m ade some far-reaching proposals, 
a student questioned from the 
audience: “If you believe tha t so­
cialism is the  answ er — for God’s 
sake adm it it!” This rem ark  met 
w ith resounding applause. 2) When 
a governm ent adm inistra tor for 
“com m unity im provem ent” made 
only the mild proposals th a t could 
be expected from  th a t breed, and 
im plied th a t the governm ent was 
taking steps to solve the problems 
of the ghetto, he was received 
cooly, and even w ith  laughter at 
times. 3) When H arlem  ren t-s trike  
leader Jesse Gray declared tha t he 
was a “black working-class rad ­
ical,” a “socialist,” his rem arks

Togetherness — John T. O’Con­
nor, the new Secretary of Com­
merce, hopes his departm ent will 
establish closer relations w ith big 
business. This rem inds us of the 
old M arx B rothers p icture where 
Groucho is hugging a lady and 
she asks him to hold her closer. 
Replied Groucho: “ If I hold you 
any closer I ’ll be in back of you.”

The Civilization-Builders — “It
is unlikely th a t any readers have 
ever tried  to telephone from Ki- 
goma on the eastern  shore of Lake 
Tanganyika, to Honolulu, 12,000 
miles aw ay in the  Pacific Ocean. 
B u t it can be done. The routing of 
the call is sim plicity itself: Kigo- 
ma-Nairobi-London-Honolulu . .
If, on the o ther hand, you should 
ever wish to phone from  Kigoma 
to A lbertville, about 70 miles away 
on the other side of Lake Tan­
ganyika, the routing is somewhat 
more complex — to wit: Kigoma- 
Dodoma-Dar-es-Salaam - Zanzibar - 
Nairobi-London - Brussels-Leopold- 
ville-Albertville . . Kigoma, you 
see, is in Tanzania, ruled until 
recently by Britain. A lbertville is 
in the Congo, lately Belgian. And 
never, until now, w ere the twain 
allowed to meet. Not by telephone 
anyw ay.”—The Manchester Guar­
dian.

Youthful Victims — Forty per 
cent of those classified by the gov­
ernm ent as in the poverty bracket 
are 21 years of age or younger.

w ere accepted as nothing ou t of 
the  ordinary, and he was very 
much respected.

The conference opened an d  
closed w ith talks (Ossie Davis and  
Noel Day spoke), and on S atu rday  
there  w ere th ree  panels in thfe- 
m orning and early afternoon, fol­
lowed by sem inars in the  late a f t­
ernoon. There w ere about 20' 
sem inars; m any had more than  50 
in the  audience.

One of the  m ost interesting of 
these sem inars was Jesse G ray’s. 
He said he had no illusions about 
the ability of ren t strikes to solve- 
the problems of the ghetto com­
pletely — socialism would be 
needed for tha t; bu t the ren t 
strikes w ere a firs t step in o r­
ganizing the black masses of the 
ghetto and w ere able to m ake 
some gains.

Then he said th a t th e  n ex t step 
he was hoping for was for the 
ghetto to run  a black candidate 
for mayor of New York this year 
in opposition to the Democratic 
and Republican parties. The need 
was for the  black ghetto to con­
solidate itself. Then it  would have 
the potential of giving leadership 
to the country  on issues like 
peace, the w ar in. Vietnam, and 
other issues as well as on the 
problem s of the black ghetto.

In the  seminar, his ideas w ere 
discussed w ith interest.

G.H.

Whatever Happened to the War
on Poverty? — The H untington 
P ark , Calif., Daily Signal carried  
this front-page appeal to readers: 
“St. John ’s Indian School and Mis­
sion, Kom atke Village,. T^veen. ■ 
Ariz., is in critical need of food, 
clothing and financial aid to help 
support the 400 Indian children  
and adults a t the mission.”

Free-Thinking New York Times
— A Feb. 14 H avana dispatch to 
the New Y ork  T im es  chided the 
Cuban regime for providing free 
V alentine . Day m arriage cere­
monies for couples not legally wed. 
The Tim es  article began: “The 
regime of P rem ier F idel Castro, 
which m aintains th a t it em ancipat­
ed Cuban women, m arried  off 
m any of them  today.” The article 
suggests tha t the w idespread lack 
of formal w edding ceremonies in 
p re-revolutionary  Cuba was due 
to the “easy-going disposition” of 
the Cuban people. Nowhere does 
i t  report the simple fact th a t even 
the New York Daily News  saw fit 
to print, nam ely: “ In  p re-revo lu ­
tionary  Cuba, m any people u n ­
able to afford the relatively h igh 
costs of a civil ceremony dispensed 
w ith the official requirem ent.”

Better Luck N ext Time —  Some­
body w alked off a ship in  G reat 
B ritain  w ith  more than $2 million- 
in gold th a t the governm ent of 
South Africa was shipping to a 
B ritish bank. Unfortunately, the 
sh ipm ent was insured.

Thought fo r  the Week
“One of the m ost perplexing questions about today’s [W hite 

House] sta tem ent was that it listed unspecified ambushes, assassina­
tions, railroad attacks and assaults on South  Vietnam ese army units  
among the provocations that caused Am erican retaliation. Such V iet­
cong operations have been regular parts of the w ar since the United 
States intervened m ilitarily in  November, 1961.” — From  a Feb. 11 
N ew Y ork  Times W ashington dispatch.

SPECIAL $1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with our 

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are  offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The Militant for $1. ($1.50 
outside of the U.S.)

N am e

S tre e t  .....................................................  Zone

C ity  ..............................................  S ta te  ........

Send to The M ilitant, 116 U niversity  Place, 
New York 3, N. Y.

It W as Reported in the Press
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Selma Rights Fighters Insist Johnson A c t

By Herm an Chauka

NEW YORK, Feb. 16 — George 
W hitmore, the young Negro who 
h as been exonerated  in the 
m urders of Jan ice Wylie and 
Emily Hoffert, to which he had 
confessed after being beaten by 
cops, won a new round in court in 
another case in which a confession 
had  been forced from  him. But 
rrieanwhile the Brooklyn NAACP 
was reported readying a charge 
tha t a relative of W hitm ore’s had 
been subjected to police harass­
m ent in a th ird  case w here W hit­
m ore had been coerced into ad ­
m itting  “guilt.”

A t the same time, the exposure 
of the W hitm ore “confession” in 
the W ylie-H offert m urders has 
forced the reopening of another 
case, tha t of David Coleman, who 
has been sitting in Death Row 
since his conviction in a 1960 
m urder case. Among the cops who 
extracted  the confession from 
Coleman was Detective Edw ard 
Bulger who w as also party  to the 
grilling session in which W hit­
m ore confessed to th ree killings 
and an attem pted rape a fte r being 
“hit m any times.”

In announcing the reopening of 
the Coleman case, Brooklyn Dis­
tr ic t A ttorney Aaron Koota in ­
sisted his decision had “nothing to 
do” w ith  an NAACP dem and tha t 
he do so. Ju s t 24 hours previous, 
the NAACP had publicly de­
m anded that the Coleman case, 
and all others w here Detective 
Bulger had been involved in ob­
taining confessions, be reopened.

The num ber of sim ilar cases may 
prove considerable. The decision 
to' review  W hitm ore’s confession 
of the  attem pted rape of Mrs. Elba 
B o rre ro  an d  th e  court order to 
review the  Coleman confession are 
based on a U.S. Suprem e Court 
ruling tha t judges hold hearings 
on confessions and not perm it 
juries to hear those deemed to 
have been coerced.

The ex ten t to which confessions 
are forced out of helpless victims 
may be indicated by a revelation 
tha t between 500 and 700 convicts 
in the sta te  have already applied 
for such review.

The latest charge of such police 
methods involves Mrs. Barbara 
Watson, a d istan t cousin of W hit­
m ore’s. She is reported to have 
told the  Brooklyn NAACP tha t 
members of Prosecutor K oota’s 
staff grilled her for seven-and-a- 
half hours w ithout letup.

She said they w ere try ing to get 
her to say tha t W hitm ore had ad­
m itted  to her th a t he had mur-

W a g n er

dered Mrs. Minnie Edmonds last 
April.

Mrs. W atson was firm  in her 
denial of this even though, she 
said, he r  interrogators called her 
a liar, threatened to hold her in­
definitely  as a m ateria l witness 
and to bring he r  before a grand 
ju ry  w here she would be tried 
for perjury.

Meanwhile, new evidence con­
firm ing W hitm ore’s innocence in 
the attem pted rape of Mrs. Bor- 
rero has come to light. W hitm ore’s 
fiancee and h er m other have told 
new sm en tha t he was visiting 
them  the n ight of the crim e and 
tha t w ithin a very few minutes 
afte r he had left their home they, 
along w ith  m any other residents 
of the area, heard  the shots of the 
policemen who had made an un­
successful pursu it of the as­
sailant.

The attem pted assault had taken 
place a  good mile and a quarte r 
from  the ir home. W alking rapidly 
and taking every possible short­
cut, new sm en were not able to get 
to the scene of the crim e from  
there  in less than  14 minutes.

Why then did young W hitmore 
confess? Speaking at Antioch 
Baptist C hurch in Brooklyn last 
Sunday, Dick Gregory pu t it this 
way: “George W hitm ore is lucky. 
W hen they got through w ith him, 
he was lucky he d idn’t confess to 
the Crucifixion and the sinking of 
the Titanic."

Meanwhile, M ayor W agner, who 
has rem ained silent on the W hit­
m ore case, has announced he’s 
adding another thousand cops to 
the  force to “protect” the citizens.

B y W illiam  Bundy

FEB. 14 —  Negro citizens of 
Selma, Ala., have dem anded that 
P resident Johnson in tervene in the 
voter-registration  situation there 
by placing the area under federal 
m artial law. This dem and was 
voted a t a Feb. 10 mass meeting 
the day afte r Dallas County S her­
iff Jam es Clark and his notorious 
volunteer posse, using cattle prods 
and clubs, herded some 170 Ne­
gro children and teenagers on a 
double-tim e forced m arch into the 
countryside.

The dem and tha t Johnson send 
federal troops was proposed and 
voted independently of Rev. M ar­
tin L u ther King, who has been 
the most prom inent leader of the 
voter-registra tion  drive which be­
gan in Selma Jan. 17. P aren ts of 
m any of the youngsters who had 
been on the forced m arch were 
a t the meeting. The vote was taken 
as the meeting was w aiting for a 
speech by Dr. King. W hen King' 
spoke, however, he made no m en­
tion of the motion calling for fed ­
era l troops.

King had just re tu rned  from 
W ashington w here he presented to 
federal officials proposals for new 
federal legislation guaranteeing 
Negro voting rights, and had been 
allowed to see P residen t Johnson 
for 15 minutes. K ing said Johnson 
promised to send a message to 
Congress on the subject.

Difference on Strategy

The difference between the 
m eeting’s call for federal troops 
and K ing’s call for more legisla­
tion underlines an im portant dif­
ference over strategy for the en ­
tire civil-rights movement. The 
dem and for federal action now 
against local racist officials puts 
the hea t w here it  belongs — di­
rectly on P resident Johnson who, 
like his predecessors for over half 
a century, has failed to enforce 
existing laws and provisions of the 
U.S. Constitution on voting rights.

K ing’s em phasis on new legisla­
tion lets Johnson off the hook, a l­
lowing him  to stall for another 
protracted  period of getting yet 
another bill through Congress.

The dem and sparked by the 
angry Negro parents came in the 
course of a week which highlight­
ed the bru tality  of Sheriff Clark. 
In the month since the dem onstra­
tions began, there have been some 
3,400 arrests. D uring the  period of 
the ir detention, most of the Ne­
groes have been confined a t Camp 
Selma, a chain-gang barracks built 
by the S tate Highway Depart-

Bobby Kennedy 
Has a New Buddy
R em em ber a few  short 

m onths ago w hen  Robert F. 
K ennedy w as running for 
U.S. Senator from  N ew  York 

as a great liberal w ith  an 

undying dedication to civil 
rights —  even  singing “We  

Shall O vercom e” at a Harlem  

rally? H ere’s how  syndicated  

W ashington colum nist Roscoc 

Drum m ond described him  
Feb. 8:

“To his colleagues it is 
pretty breath-taking  and a 

litt le  aw esom e to w atch  the  

w ay Senator Robert F. K en ­
nedy is p lunging into his job  
and also w orking for Robert 

F. K ennedy . . . RFK is c e ­

m enting his relations w ith  a 
num ber of Southern D em o­
cratic Senators including the  
pow erful chairman of the 

Judiciary Com m ittee, Senator  

Jam es O. Eastland of M issis­
sippi, w ho is now  rem arking  

to colleagues, ‘Bobby su g ­
gests this,’ ‘Bobby thinks  
that,’ etc .”

ment. D uring the week, two m in­
isters from M assachusetts being 
held in the camp sent out word 
th a t they and 81 others had been 
cram m ed into two concrete bull- 
pens for five days w ithout heat, 
beds, blankets or chairs.

Rev. W. T. Lewis, pastor of 
Brow n’s Chapel, the Selma church 
w here the Negro mass meetings 
are held, said on Feb. 10 tha t 
w ate r had been poured on the 
floor of some of the cells to p rev ­
ent the civil-rights prisoners from 
even sitting on the floor.

Rev. Jam es Bevel, an assistant 
to Dr. King who was arrested 
and clubbed Feb. 8 by Sheriff 
Clark, became ill in jail and ran  
a 102-degree tem perature. He was 
transferred  Feb. 11 to a Negro 
hospital. There his leg was chained 
to the bedpost and an arm ed de­
puty was stationed outside his 
door. The sheriff refused to re ­
move the leg irons until the phy ­
sician treating  Bevel m ade a w rit­
ten request.

POLICE BRUTALITY CASE

Detroit Jury Clears 2 Negro Socialists
DETROIT, Feb. 11 —  A fter a 

thfee day tria l, an all-white ju ry  
on Feb. 9 handed down a ruling 
of “not guilty” in the case of two 
Negro socialists, R ichard T. David 
and R obert Higgins, accused of as­
sault and  battery  against two off- 
duty policemen.

T he incident occurred on Oct. 
24, 1964, w hen David, Socialist 
W orkers P arty  candidate for Con­
gress, and  Mrs. Dorothea Breit- 
man, a w hite supporter, w ere in a 
parked  car in fron t of the party  
headquarters. They w ere insulted 
by tw o off-duty white policemen 
w alking by on the sidewalk.

David approached the two, pro­
testing the ir  insults, and a tussle 
ensued. R obert Higgins, a young 
supporter of David, em erged from 
the  headquarters and w ent to 
D avid’s aid. I t  was a t this point 
th a t the  m en firs t identified them ­
selves as police officers.

In  a le tte r  to Robert Himmel, 
SWP W ayne County Chairman, 
Police Commissioner G irardin

stated  th a t “off-duty m em bers of 
the D etroit Police D epartm ent may 
have precipitated the incident by 
m aking uncalled for racial re ­
m arks.” He indicated th a t he was 
“not satisfied w ith the conduct of 
the officers.”

D uring the scuffle, th ree  police 
cars pulled up and David and Hig­
gins were placed under arrest. 
Mrs. Breitm an, who had attem pted 
to stop the fight, was arrested  for 
in terfering w ith an officer. Three 
young socialists who asked for in­
form ation from  the policemen 
w ere also arrested. Charges against 
one, Jam es Griffin, w ere la ter 
dropped.

Earlier Charge Dropped 
Higgins and David w ere tried in 

Recorders Court by Judge Vin­
cent B rennan on Feb. 5. An earlier 
charge of malicious destruction of 
p roperty  against David was drop­
ped a t the beginning of the trial. 
He had been charged w ith  smash­
ing the  window of the police of­
ficer’s car, although a doctor’s

exam ination showed no m arks on 
his hands.

Milton R. Henry, attorney for 
the defendants, ably pointed out 
contradictory stories told by the 
policemen in court. He charged the 
ju rors to set aside racial and po­
litical prejudices, saying tha t “the 
political ideas rejected today are 
accepted tom orrow.” He w ent on 
to state tha t “young people like 
these are the hope of this sick 
world, and you should not allow 
these policemen to force the mold 
of a decaying society on their 
heads. This whole case was really 
created by the hate tha t comes 
from this system. You can take 
a stand righ t here today and begin 
to create a better world by refus­
ing to allow an injustice like this 
to be carried through.”

A fter a relatively short two-and- 
a-haif hours of deliberation, the 
ju ry  re tu rned  a verdict of not 
guiity  for both defendants. Doro­
thea Breitm an, Edw ard D’Angelo 
and Daniel Rosenshine, the other

defendants, will go on tria l on 
M arch 16 for “in terfering w ith an 
officer.”

In the forced-m arch atrocity, the 
youths involved had been dem ­
onstrating  silently outside the 
courthouse with crayoned signs 
urging voting rights for Negroes. 
The sheriff led them  off as if to 
jail, as he had o ther dem onstrators 
in past weeks. Instead, however, 
he m arched them out of town and 
blocked newsm en from following. 
He and his men herded the 
youngsters along a t double-time, 
using cattle prods and clubs to 
force the youngsters to keep up 
the pace. The sheriff and his de­
puties spelled each other off, r id ­
ing in cars. A fter about three 
miles, the exhausted youths re ­
belled and ran  off the road. The 
sheriff then re tu rned  to town say­
ing he had arrested  the youths bu t 
tha t they had “escaped.”

International Indignation

Indications are th a t the in terna ­
tional indignation aroused by these 
incidents and the dem and sparked 
by the irate  paren ts for federal 
troops brought quick behind-the- 
scenes efforts from the Johnson 
adm inistration to cool off thé 
Selma situation .  The nex t day, 
Feb. 11, was the firs t since the 
vote drive began th a t Negro dem ­
onstrators were not arrested. Then, 
on Feb. 12, Sheriff Clark w as re ­
moved from  policing the dem ons­
trations on the transparen t ex ­
cuse of hospitalization for “ex ­
haustion.”

The Selma campaign has gained 
much publicity — bu t few Negroes 
have been registered. It has under­
lined the fact th a t last year’s Civil 
Rights Act has had virtually  no 
effect on voting rights precisely 
w here such rights m ight have the 
most effect in upsetting  the local 
capitalist power structu re  — in 
the South’s b lack-belt counties 
w here Negroes are a m ajority . In 
Dallas County, of which Selma is 
the seat, Negroes are 57 per cent 
of the population, b u t less than 
one per cent of them  are regist­
ered to vote.

Federal Foot-dragging

This situation is typical of the 
black belt as a whole. It is a re ­
sult not only of local racist in ­
tim idation and violence, bu t of the 
deliberate refusal of the federal 
adm inistration to take effective ac­
tion. Two curren t court cases 
underline the federal foot-drag­
ging. One is the case challenging 
the constitutionality of Missis­
sippi’s voting laws. In a hearing 
this month, Justice D epartm ent 
attorneys refused to press the  
case before the Suprem e Court 
and, instead, asked th a t i t  be 
sent to a low er court fo r tria l. 
This m eans two years m ore of 
delay. And th is w as in face of a 
v irtua l offer by a m ajo rity  of the  
Suprem e Court Justices to  ru le  
against Mississippi if the Justice 
D epartm ent asked for a decision.

The second case is the NAACP’s 
suit against the Census B ureau 
seeking enforcem ent of Section 2 
of the 14th A m endm ent. This sec­
tion says states shall be deprived 
of congressional representation in 
proportion to the num ber of p er­
sons denied the  righ t to vote.

The Justice D epartm ent is op­
posing the NAACP’s su it on the 
flimsy excuse th a t the Census 
Bureau doesn’t have enough m on­
ey to collect statistics on the num ­
ber of people denied the right to 
vote. Commenting on this case, 
the Feb. 15 Nation m agazine points 
out: “Officials of the  state of A la­
bam a m u s t  be m uch encouraged 
in their defiance of the Constitu­
tion w hen they see it  violated by 
subterfuge in the nation’s capital.”

Clearly, new  legislation is s tr ic t­
ly a secondary m atter. The real 
problem  is the adm inistration’s 
policy of avoiding effective en ­
forcem ent of Negro voting rights 
in the black belt.Richard T. David

N.Y. Court Sets Review 

of Whitmore 'Confession' Federal Intervention Demanded


