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Why U.S. is losing War 
Against Vietnam Rebels

By A rt Preis
There are no m ore cheap con­

quests fo r  im p e ria lism . The days 
w hen the  advanced ca p ita lis t 
countries cou ld  sub jugate  and ex­
p lo it  underdeve loped peoples w ith  
the  use o f re la t iv e ly  sm all m il ita ry  
forces are long since gone. The 
A m e rica n  people are once m ore 
be ing ta u g h t th is  lesson the ha rd  
w ay.

A fte r  ten years o f t ry in g  to  prop 
up ro tte n  and c o rru p t regim es in  
South V ie tn a m  and to  crush the 
V ietnam ese re vo lu tio n , U.S. in ­
te rve n tio n  appears headed fo r  a 
staggering  defeat such as F rench 
im p e ria lis m  su ffe red  ju s t a decade 
ago.

U.S. aggression has degenerated 
in to  a mass s laugh te r o f the  V ie t­
namese peasants w ith  flam ing , 
je llied -gaso line  (n a p a lm ), sa tu ra ­
t io n  bom bings b y  U.S. planes and 
p ilo ts .

T he Johnson a d m in is tra tio n  can 
no longer conceal o r e ffe c tiv e ly  
m in im ize  the  v ic to rio u s  sweep of 
the  V ietnam ese re v o lu tio n  despite 
the  staggering am oun t o f U.S. 
m il i ta r y  supplies and d ire c t m i l i ­
ta ry  sup po rt be ing  sent to  d ic ta ­
to r  N guyen K hanh .

A  W ashington d ispatch in  the 
M a y  17 New  Y o rk  T im es  reports  
th ree  days o f in tens ive  con fe r­
ences between Johnson and his 
p r in c ip a l aides t ry in g  to  f ig u re  ou t 
some w a y  “ to cope w ith  increas­
in g ly  e ffe c tive  C om m unis t in s u r­
gency in  South V ie tn am .”

T he m eetings, the  s to ry  goes on, 
“ took  place in  an atm osphere o f 
concern . . . due la rg e ly  to  g loom y 
assessments repo rted  p r iv a te ly  to 
Congressional p a rtic ip a n ts  in  a Na­
t io n a l S ecu rity  C ounc il m eeting 
yeste rday.”  M ea nw h ile  the  ad m in ­
is tra tio n  threatens to in v o lv e  th is  
c o u n try  even m ore deep ly in  South 
V ie tn am  b y  sh ipp ing  m ore troops, 
bom bers, p ilo ts  and napa lm  to tha t 
to r tu re d  land.

T he guarded statem ents o f D e­
fense Secre tary R obert S. M c­
N am ara, upon re tu rn in g  fro m  his 
f i f th  “ inspection”  ju n k e t to  Sai­
gon, gave o n ly  the  barest h in t  o f 
the ex te n t o f the  advances o f the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  V ietnam ese since 
“ s trongm an”  K h a n h  started  c a rry ­
in g  the  b a ll e a rly  th is  yea r fo r  the 
U.S. invaders.

T he  s itu a tio n  o f the U.S. forces 
and th e ir  puppe t a lla y  is “ worse 
tha n  the  pu b lic  has been to ld  —  
fa r  w orse,”  states a M ay 16 
S cripps-H ow ard  W ash ing ton dis­
patch. I t  reports  “ shocking devel­
opm ents”  abou t w h ich  M cN am ara 
kep t h is  m ou th  shu t in  pu b lic .

The b ru n t  o f the f ig h t in g  in  
South V ie tnam , accord ing to th is  
dispatch, is be ing bo rne  by  U.S. 
forces, w ho, w e  have been fa lse ly

W hite GIs W alk
GIs are unpopular fore ign 

invaders in  South V ietnam . 
B u t the populace shows a 
certa in sym pathy to those 
Am ericans i t  knows are 
themselves v ic tim s o f oppres­
sion. This was apparent when 
the Saigon ta x i d rivers re ­
cently  held a boycott o f fo r ­
eign passengers to protest the 
k i l l in g  o f tw o  d rivers  by 
Am erican servicemen. They 
made one exception to the 
boycott —  Am erican Negroes.

to ld , are ac ting  so le ly  as “ adv is­
ers”  to  the  South V ie tn am  govern­
m ent. “ A m ericans —  no t V ie t­
namese —  are accoun ting  fo r  60 
pe r cent o f the casualties in f l ic t ­
ed on the  C om m unis t V ie t Cong,”  
th is  account f la t ly  states.

The South V ie tn a m  d ic ta to rsh ip  
has so l i t t le  p o p u la r suppo rt th a t 
its  m il i ta r y  re c ru its  “ come alm ost 
e n tire ly  fro m  the unem ployed in  
Saigon’s slum s.”  Jo in in g  the a rm y  
is the  o n ly  w a y  the y  can keep 
fro m  s ta rv in g  to  death. B u t, the 
d ispa tch adds, w h ile  the  top o f­
fice rs  and K h a n h ’s favo rites  are 
“ l iv in g  be tte r than ever in  the 
v illa s  o f departed F rench  o f f i ­
c ia ls ,”  th e ir  troops are “ tired . They 
see l i t t le  ahead b u t m ore d ir ty  
f ig h t in g  and death. T hey  are con­
v inced  the  governm ent in  Saigon 
cares n o th in g  abou t them . Some 
w a lk  aw ay w hen the f ig h tin g  
gets ho t.”

H e d ric k  S m ith  reports  in  the 
M ay  15 New  Y o rk  T im es  th a t the 
“ m ost s tr ik in g  fa c t”  abou t M c­
N am ara ’s la s t t r ip  to  South V ie t­
nam  is th a t fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e  “ he 
had to  w ra p  h im s e lf in  a b u lle t­
p ro o f vest to  d r iv e  th rou gh  the 
streets o f Saigon.”  Saigon, the  cap­
ita l o f the  K h a n h  reg im e, is ac tu a l­
ly  in  a state o f seige. A lm o s t a ll 
o f the cou n trys id e  is in  the  hands 
o f the revo lu tion is ts .

In  the post tw o  years the in s u r­
gent a rm y  has doub led in  size, to 
an estim ated 40,000, arm ed la rge­
ly  w ith  cap tu red  U.S. weapons. 
T hey  are supported b y  an ove r­
w h e lm in g  m a jo r ity  o f the V ie t­
namese people. In  the same tw o  
years, South V ie tn a m  governm ent 
casualties have to ta lle d  41,800, ac­
co rd ing  to  a M a y  16 Associated  
Press rep o rt. U.S. casualties have 
n o w  reached m ore than 1,200.

A s m ore and m ore o f the facts 
leak out, the  A m erican  people w i l l  
lea rn  th a t w e  have been dragged 
in to  a d ir ty ,  b loody, b ru ta l and 
costly  aggression against a peo­
p le  w ho  have been f ig h t in g  fo r  20 
years fo r  land and freedom . B u t 
the re  is s t i l l  t im e  to  repud ia te  the 
U.S. a troc itie s  in  South V ie tn am  
and to  com pel W ash ing ton to w ith ­
d ra w  its  cou n te r-re vo lu tion a ry  
forces be fore w e have another 
K orean  W ar on ou r hands.

TH EY WON. Some of the Harlem  parents who defied cops and 
kept demonstrating until city officials agreed to install traffic 
light at busy school-street crossing.

Determined Harlemites Win 
Installation of Traffic Light

By Constance Weissman
N E W  Y O R K  —  A  g roup  o f H a r­

lem  m others w on the prom ise o f 
a t ra f f ic  lig h t  a t a dangerous in ­
tersection a fte r  fo u r  days o f p ro ­
tests d u rin g  w h ich  17 dem onstra­
tors w ere  arrested.

On the f ir s t  day o f the  pro test, 
abou t 100 w om en and youngsters 
fro m  pa ren t groups and H a rle m  
Y o u th  O pp o rtun itie s  U n lim ite d  
(H A R Y O U ) sta tioned tw o  c h il­
d ren in  a baby carriage  at the 
131st S tree t and F if th  A venue 
crossing and sat dow n in  the 
street. A cco rd in g  to an a rtic le  by  
Jun ius G r if f in  in  the M ay  20 N.Y. 
Tim es, “ A  melee e rupted w hen 
someone shouted ‘ the d ir ty  cop 
slapped he r.’ ”  Charges o f po lice 
b ru ta li ty  w ere  made b y  the  dem ­
onstra to rs  w ho  said the 50 o r so 
cops the re  “ had struck, k icke d  and 
shoved wom en and ch ild re n  in  
b reak ing  up the blockade.”

A f te r  the  po lice  p u t up b a r r i­
cades near the  school, w om en and 
c h ild re n  began m arch ing  dow n the 
m idd le  o f the  s tree t to  the  police 
s ta tion. M rs. A lic e  K ornegay, 
head o f the East H a rle m  T ria n g le  
Association, was seized by  three

cops w hen she tr ie d  to  h a lt a 
veh ic le . A b o u t 50 people tr ie d  to 
free  her. She was la te r  charged 
w ith  in te r fe r in g  w ith  the police, 
d iso rd e rly  conduct and u n la w fu l 
assembly. E a rlie r, she charged th a t 
the  po lice  had k icke d  her on the 
leg in  f ro n t o f the  school.

M rs. V on n ie  Jordan , pres ident 
o f the  school’s P arent-Teacher A s ­
socia tion also charged tha t the po­
lice “ had k icke d  and h i t  us w h ile  
m ak in g  the arrests.”  A  13-year-old 
boy said po lice  s tru ck  h im  w h ile  
he was w a lk in g  a long the street. 
A m ong those charged w ith  d is­
o rd e rly  conduct was a ten -year-o ld  
g ir l.  M a jo r  W illia m s , one o f the 
H a rlem  ren t-s tr ike  leaders, was 
one o f the e leven arrested.

On the th ird  day o f the pro test 
dem onstrations, a g roup  among 
the 150 dem onstra tors passed b a r­
ricades set up  by  the po lice and 
sat dow n on the crossw alk. S ix  
w ere arrested. They a ll gave the 
headquarters o f the Congress o f 
Racia l E q u a lity  (C O R E) as th e ir  
addresses.

M eantim e, m eetings w ere be ing 
(Continued on Page 6)

BEHIND THE RACIST VOTES FOR WALLACE

Ugly Truth About the Democratic Party
By Barry Sheppard

N a tiona l C o-ord ina to r Students  
fo r  D e B e rry  and Shaw  

Com m enta tors are genera lly  
agreed th a t the  b ig  votes w on by  
Gov. W allace o f A labam a in  n o r th ­
e rn  p r im a ry  e lections p o in t up  
the  w idespread race p re ju d ice  
am ong w h ites  in  the cou n try . B u t 
the om inous ly  la rge  votes fo r  W a l­
lace show som eth ing else too —  
nam ely, w h a t an e ffec tive  weapon 
the D em ocra tic  P a rty  is fo r  the 
S ou thern  racists.

The pow er o f the D em ocratic  
P a rty  has tra d it io n a lly  been based 
on its  tw o  p r in c ip a l w ings —  the 
S outhern  racists and the  N o rth e rn  
b ig -c ity  m achines based in  la rge 
m easure on the  vo te -ca tch ing  
pow er o f the la b o r-lib e ra l a lliance.

F o r the  lib e ra ls  and la b o r o f f i­
c ia ls, the N o rth -S o u th  a lliance  has 
long been an em barrassing prob-

lem . H ow  do you  e x p la in  to Ne­
groes y o u r m em bersh ip in  the 
same p a rty  as a fou l-m o u th e d  
rac is t lik e  W allace?

Some N o rth e rn  Dem ocrats have 
tr ie d  to  pre tend th a t th e ir  South­
e rn  fe llo w  card -carrie rs are no t 
re a lly  Dem ocrats; th e y ’re  ju s t 
D ix ie c ra ts  w ho  m isapp rop ria te  the 
name.

B u t the D ix ie c ra t pow er in  the 
South is based in  la rge  measure 
on fede ra l patronage —  patronage 
dispensed b y  the D em ocra tic  ad­
m in is tra tio n . A n d  D ix ie c ra t pow er 
is fu r th e r  entrenched by  the  con­
tro l o f key  Congressional com m it­
tees —  con tro l m a in ta ined  so le ly 
on the basis o f D em ocra tic  P a rty  
insistence th a t “ s e n io r ity ”  is in ­
v io la te .

So some lib e ra l- la b o r spokesmen 
peddle the  p ipe-dream  o f a Dem o­
c ra tic  P a r ty  th a t w i l l  one day be

By Charles Taylor
M A Y  27 —  D em ocratic  lib e ra l 

leader H u b e rt H u m phrey , Re­
pub lican  leader E ve re tt D irksen , 
and A tto rn e y  G enera l R obert K e n ­
nedy have made a deal to w a te r 
dow n the so-ca lled c iv i l- r ig h ts  b i l l  
to the  p o in t w here tw o -th ird s  o f 
the  Senators w o u ld  vote to  end 
the S outhern  f il ib u s te r  against it .

Acceptance o f some 50 am end­
ments d ra w n  up b y  reac tiona ry  
S enator D irksen  constitutes th e  
“ com prom ise”  o r deal. T h is  rep re ­
sents a fu r th e r  d i lu t io n  o f the  b i l l  
w h ich  was as w eak as w a te r to 
begin w ith . The am endm ents p a r­
t ic u la r ly  weaken the  en forcem ent 
p rov is ions o f the  pu b lic -acco m - 
m odations section (T it le  I I )  and 
the fa ir-e m p lo y m e n t section (T it le  
V I I I ) .  These are the  o n ly  pa rts  o f 
the  e leve n -pa rt b i l l  w h ic h  m ig h t 
have b ro ug h t some be tte rm en t in  
the  lives  o f Negroes —  i f  they 
w ere  enforced.

T he 50 new  am endm ents w i l l  
mean —  assum ing the b i l l  is 
passed —  tha t thoge seeking th e ir  
c iv i l  r ig h ts  under the  la w  w i l l  
have to  hack th e ir  w ay  th rou gh  
ju ng les  o f red tape.

The am endm ents also add to 
the  delays be fore cases can be 
b ro ug h t to  court, increas ing  them  
to  periods o f fro m  s ix  to  n ine  
months. F u rthe rm o re , o n ly  the  in ­
d iv id u a l d isc rim in a ted  against is 
a llow ed in  m ost cases to  b r in g  
s u it —  the  U.S. A tto rn e y  G enera l 
and such o rgan iza tions as the  
N A A C P  are denied th a t r ig h t.

“ Lega l Concession”
T he c iv i l- r ig h ts  b i l l  was g ru dg ­

in g ly  in troduced  in to  Congress by  
the  K ennedy a d m in is tra tio n  last 
sum m er in  an e ffo r t  to  get Negro 
dem onstra tors o f f  the streets, by  
o ffe r in g  them  some “ lega l conces­
sions.”

P resident Johnson needs the 
passage o f some sort o f b i l l  w ith  
a c iv i l- r ig h ts  labe l be fore the  N o­
vem ber elections. H e hopes th a t 
w i l l  he lp  rem ove fro m  h im  the 
p o lit ic a l curse o f be ing a S ou thern  
D em ocra t —  w h ic h  is exa c tly  w h a t 
he is.

The c iv i l- r ig h ts  f ig h t  in  Con­
gress is as c a re fu lly  staged and as 
phony as a pro fessiona l w re s tlin g  
m atch. M il i ta n t  Negro leaders are 
p u ttin g  l i t t le  fa ith  in  the  b i l l .  I n ­
stead, they  are p u ttin g  th e ir  fa ith  
in  dem onstra tions and o th e r mass 
actions.

The lib e ra l Dem ocrats, D ix ie ­
crats and Republicans w i l l  con­
tinu e  th e ir  f lim - f la m  game on 
c iv i l  r ig h ts  u n t il i t  is b ro ken  up 
by  some dras tic  p o lit ic a l develop­
m ent. Such a deve lopm ent cou ld 
be the  organ iza tion  by  the  Negro 
people o f th e ir  o w n  independent 
p o lit ic a l p a rty .

free o f the S ou thern  racists. A  
few  years back, fo r  exam ple, U A W  
P resident W a lte r R euthe r was 
s to rm in g  to the Dem ocrats, “ Y ou 
can’t  have me and Eastland too !”  

N ow  its  h igh  tim e  to  face the 
fa c t th a t the Dem ocrats no t o n ly  
have bo th  the Reuthers and the 
Eastlands b u t th a t the  Eastlands 
are us ing the  a llia nce  to  m ake im ­
pressive gains.

W ith  th e ir  w h ite -suprem acy sys­
tem  now  unde r assault by  the  
F reedom  N ow  m ovem ent, the D ix ­
iecrats w a n t to deepen th e ir  po­
li t ic a l s treng th  a t home and ex­
tend th e ir  in flue nce  b y  tapp ing  
the  rac is t sen tim en t in  the  N o rth .

W ha t veh ic le  do they  chose to 
c a rry  ou t the  task? W hy, th e ir  
p a rty , o f course. W allace s im p ly  
enters D em ocra tic  p rim a rie s  in  
o th e r states and w ith o u t any great 

(Continued on Page 2) Johnson
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Union Drive Successful

Detroit Teachers Win Bargaining Rights
T H E  N A T I ON A L

A  rash of “w ildcat” ra il strikes 
fo llo w e d  the  recent W h ite  House- 
nego tia ted r a i l  se ttlem ent despite 
top  u n io n  o ff ic ia ls ’ c la im s th a t the 
se ttlem en t was sa tis fac to ry . The 
se ttlem en t dea lt w ith  the  f iv e  “ op­
e ra tin g ”  un ions —  whose m em bers 
w o rk  on m ov ing  tra ins .

S trikes, p ic k e tin g  and o ther 
dem onstra tions increased w hen 
th e  p rev ious a rb itra t io n  aw ard  a l­
lo w in g  com panies to  la y  o f f  m any 
f ire m e n  became e ffe c tive  M ay  7. 
T h e  r a i l  co rpora tions have ob­
ta in e d  in ju n c tio n s  against such 
w a lkou ts , in c lu d in g  one o rd e r by 
F edera l Judge A le xa n d e r H o ltz o ff 
re s tra in in g  ra i l  w o rke rs  anyw here 
in  the  na tion  fro m  s tr ik in g  on the 
f ire m e n ’s issue. O ffic ia ls  o f the 
B ro the rhood  o f Locom o tive  F ire ­
m en and Eng inem en have ins is ted 
o n  com pliance w ith  the  in ju n c ­
tions.

W a lko u ts  against the  W h ite  
H ouse se ttlem ent occurred on the  
Toledo, P eoria  &  W estern; P eoria 
and  P ek in  U n io n ; E lg in , J o lie t &  
E astern; on  the  N ew  Y o rk  C e n tra l 
a t M attoon , 111., and Ind ian ap o lis ; 
on  the  Santa Fe; on the  M ilw a u ke e  
at Spokane, W ash.; and on the  
P ennsy lvan ia  R a ilro ad  in  P itts ­
bu rgh  and Chicago.

* * *

T ip  w o rke rs  are m arch ing  on 
W ash ing ton  M ay 27 to dem and 
th a t tip s  be counted as wages fo r  
purposes o f f ig u r in g  Socia l Secur­
i t y  bene fits . T ips  are a lready 
counted as wages fo r  purposes o f 
p a y in g  incom e tax. T he  m arch  is 
be ing  sponsored by  the  H o te l and 
R estauran t W orke rs  U n ion , A F L -  
CIO .

* * *

U A W  President W alter Reuther
is  p ic k in g  up m ore suppo rt fo r  
h is  “ f le x ib le ”  approach to  th is  
y e a r’s b a rga in ing  on the  question 
o f e a r lie r  re tire m en t. On M ay  12, 
C a rl S te lla to , p res iden t o f Ford  
Loca l 600, announced th a t the  128- 
m em ber F o rd  G enera l C ounc il had 
vo ted  in  fa v o r o f suppo rting  R eu- 
th e r ’s po s itio n  as opposed to  the  
“ 25-30-60”  p ro posal. S te lla to  said 
the  25-30-60 dem and was “ too 
r ig id ”  and m ig h t p re c ip ita te  a 
s tr ike . In  sp ite  o f the  fa c t th a t 
th e  auto com panies’ p ro f i t  and 
sales p ic tu re  m ake th is  an idea l 
yea r fo r  w in n in g  subs tan tia l gains 
in  a sho rt s tr ike , S te lla to  said “ the
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UNEM PLOYM ENT A N D  THE W A R  
O N  POVERTY. Speaker, Edward Helsler. 
Fri., June 5, 8 p.m. Debs H all, 302 S. 
Canal St. Ausp. Friday N ig h t Socialist 
Forum.

•
DETROIT

JO H N S O N 'S  POP-GUN W A R  O N  
POVERTY. Speaker, Frank Lovell, Socialist 
W orkers Party candidate fo r  governor 
o f  M ichigan. Fri., June 5, 8 p.m. Debs 
H a ll. 3737 W oodward. Ausp. Friday 
N ig h t Socialist Forum.

V ♦ *
HEAR SOCIALIST VIEWS O N  RA­

D IO . Every Monday, 7:15-7:30 p.m. Sta­
tion  W Q R S-FM  (105.1)

•
LOS ANGELES 

ROBERT BURKART, O rganization C o­
ord ina to r, W estern Region, U nited A uto  
W orkers, w ill speak on the Effects o f 
C ybernation and A utom ation on A m eri­
can Labor and Industry. Fri., June 5, 
8:30 p.m. 1702 E. 4 th St. Ausp. M ili- 
to n t Labor Forum.

•
N E W  YORK 

M A R C  D. SCHLEIFER, poet and au­
tho r o f recent artic les on Cuba, answers 
questions from  a panel o f artists on 
A r t  and Socialism. Fri., June 5, 8:30 
p.m. 116 University PI. C on trib . $1. 
Ausp. M ilita n t Labor Forum.

* * *
Friday, JU N E  12 —  P AN -AFR IC AN  

U N ITY  A N D  APARTHEID, discussed by 
three  A frican  students.

un io n  does no t w a n t a s tr ik e  i f  
a s tr ik e  can be avo ided.”

“ 25-30-60”  has been sparked b y  
B u ic k  Loca l 599 in  F lin t .  I t  means 
re tire m e n t at age 60 a t h a lf  pay 
a fte r  25 years’ service, and tw o - 
th ird s  pay a fte r  30 years. R eu the r’s 
proposal —  w h ich  has been rec­
om m ended by  a fede ra l adv iso ry  
com m ittee  —  is fo r  a “ phasing 
o u t”  o f re tire m en t, w ith  o lde r 
w o rke rs  on the  jo b  p a r t t im e  and 
co llec tin g  re tire m e n t p a r t tim e.

The precise term s, how ever, are 
vague and sub ject to  “ f le x ib le ”  
ba rga in ing . T h is  means R euthe r 
can accommodate to the  au to  com ­
panies in  any w ay he chooses and 
m in im ize  the  p o s s ib ility  o f s tr ik e  
in  an e lection year.

T he Johnson a d m in is tra tio n  is 
kn o w n  to expect “ a s tr ik e -fre e  
se ttlem ent th a t w i l l  n o t fo rce , an 
increase in  car prices.”  T h is  is ju s t 
a d ip lo m a tic  w a y  o f saying i t  
w an ts  the  U A W  no t to  take  ad­
van tage o f the  present boom in  
car p ro du c tion  to  fo rce  s ig n if ic a n t 
concessions. There  is l i t t le  l ik e l i ­
hood th a t R euthe r w i l l  d isappo in t 
h is fr ie n d s  in  the  D em ocra tic  
P a rty . The emphasis be ing  placed 
on re tire m e n t w o u ld  also ind ica te  
th a t the re  w i l l  no t be m uch o f an 
e ffe c tiv e  f ig h t  on w o rk in g  cond i­
tions, w h ic h  the  U A W  conven tion  
p u t a t the  top  o f the  b a rga in ing  
agenda.

...Wallace Vote
(Continued from  Page 1)

d if f ic u lty  ra llie s  an am oun t o f sup­
p o r t w h ic h  should n o t be b e litt le d .

W h a t has been the reaction  o f 
the  N o rth e rn  lib e ra ls  to  this? Has 
a s ing le one o f them  said m aybe 
the re ’s som eth ing w ro n g  w ith  a 
p a r ty  th a t no t o n ly  to le rates ra b id  
rac is ts  in  its  ranks b u t o ffe rs  them  
a p la tfo rm  and m ach in e ry  fo r  ex ­
tend ing  th e ir  in fluence? Has one 
o f them  cha llenged W allace ’s r ig h t  
to  m em bersh ip  in  a p a rty  th a t is 
fo rm a lly  pledged to  the  preserva­
t io n  o f dem ocra tic rights?

O r has a single lib e ra l o r  labo r 
leader declared, “ I  don’t  in tend  
to  disgrace m yse lf b y  m em bersh ip 
in  the  same organ iza tion  as a 
c rea tu re  lik e  W allace?”  A f te r  a ll, 
the  D em ocra tic  P a r ty  is a v o lu n t­
a ry  o rgan iza tion  —  ju s t lik e  some 
o f the  c lubs fro m  w h ic h  some l ib ­
era ls have resigned w hen th e ir  
J im -C ro w  po lic ies w ere  s p o tlig h t­
ed.

Need Dixiecrats
The re a lity  is th e y  don’t  in te nd  

to  b reak  w ith  the  D ix ie c ra ts  be­
cause i t  w o u ld  m ean a loss o f 
pow er. T hey  p re fe r to  p e rm it the 
S ou thern  rac is ts  to  become le g i­
t im a tize d  in  the N o rth  th ro u g h  the 
m ach in e ry  o f the p a r ty  ra th e r  than 
to  d is tu rb  the  n a tio n a l p o lic ia l 
ba lance w h ic h  p rov ides them  w ith  
patronage, status and p o lit ic a l 
favo rs  and w h ic h  helps pe rpe t­
uate the  ca p ita lis t system  fro m  
w h ic h  th e ir  specia l p riv ile ge s  
derive .

F o r those w h o  do n o t have such 
a stake in  the p rese rva tion  o f the 
D em ocra tic  P a rty , fo r  those w ho 
w a n t to  oppose the  racists o f both  
pa rties, a rea l a lte rn a tiv e  is o f­
fe red  b y  the t ic k e t o f the  Socia lis t 
W orke rs  P a r ty  —  a p a rty  n o t open 
to  racists! I ts  p re s id en tia l cand i­
date, C lif to n  D e B e rry , is  the  f ir s t  
N egro in  U.S. h is to ry  to  be nom ­
in a ted  fo r  p res iden t b y  a p o lit ic a l 
p a rty . H e and his ru n n in g  mate, 
E dw ard  Shaw, are uncom prom is­
in g  supporters o f Freedom  Now.

Students and o th e r young  peo­
p le  opposed to  the racism , w itc h -  
h u n tin g  and w ar-m ongering  o f the 
m a jo r pa rties  have organ ized the 
Y o u th  and S tuden t C om m ittee  in  
S uppo rt o f D e B e rry  and Shaw. 
F o r in fo rm a tio n  on the  com m it­
tee’s a c tiv ity , w r ite  to  S tudents fo r  
D e B e rry  and Shaw, P.O. B o x  205, 
N e w  Y o rk  3, N .Y .

By Evelyn Sell
D E T R O IT  —  . D ynam ic  . . .

m il ita n t  . . .  I t  w i l l  get th ings 
done . . .  i t  is the  m ore  dem ocra tic 
g roup  and w e ’l l  have a vo ice in  
i t  . . . The  D F T  s ta rted  a f ire  
unde r the  B oard  o f E ducation .”

These w ere  reasons g iven  by  
those w h o  vo ted  M ay  11 to  m ake 
the D e tro it  F edera tion  o f Teach­
ers (A F L -C IO ) the  sole ba rga in ­
in g  agent fo r  the  c ity ’s 10,000 
teachers.

T he  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  e lection 
c lim axed  an in tens ive  y e a r-lo n g  
cam paign to  fo rce  the  B oa rd  o f 
E duca tion  to  g ive  classroom  teach­
ers a g rea te r voice in  school po­
lic ies  and practices. The e lection 
also c lim axed  a long s trugg le  be­
tw een the  un ion-o rien ted  D FT , 
based on classroom  teachers, and 
th e  D e tro it  E duca tiona l Associa­
t io n  (D E A ) , a com pany un ion  th a t 
inc ludes p rin c ip a ls  and sup e rv i­
sors. D E A  is a “ p ro fessiona l”  o r­
gan iza tion  and refuses to  consider 
s tr ik e  action.

The D e tro it e lection is a p a rt 
o f the  recent na tion -w ide  reb e llio n  
o f teachers th a t was so d ra m a tica l­
ly  in augura ted  w ith  the m il ita n t  
actions o f the  N ew  Y o rk  teachers 
w ho w on  a co llec tive  ba rga in ing  
agreem ent in  1961.

Vigorous Campaign
Encouraged by  the  New  Y o rk  

v ic to ry , the  D F T  launched a 
v igorous cam paign d u r in g  1963. 
La s t M ay  the un ion  got the  sign­
atu res o f 70 pe r cen t o f D e tro it ’s 
teachers on pe tition s  asking the 
B oard  o f E ducation  fo r  a repre­
sen tation e lection. Faced w ith  
such a show o f s treng th  fro m  its  
r iv a l,  the D E A  com pany un ion 
countered w ith  a p e tit io n  d r iv e  
to  represent the teachers’ g r ie v ­
ances before the  S tate La b o r 
M e d ia tio n  Board. T he  M ich igan  
E duca tion  Association fo llo w e d  up 
w ith  a p e tit io n  d r iv e  to  get state­
w id e  m an da to ry  tenure.

The B oa rd  o f E ducation  refused 
to  act on any o f the  demands 
ra ised b y  e ith e r teacher group. 
O n Feb. 27 a D F T  s tr ik e  vote 
c a rrie d  2109-387. The s tr ik e  p lans 
w ere  im m e d ia te ly  denounced by 
state o ffic ia ls , B oa rd  o f Educa­
t io n  m em bers and the  m a jo r d a ily  
newspapers. The D E A  said th e ir  
m em bers w o u ld  go th rou gh  the 
p icke t lines.

The D F T  was w a rned  th a t i f  i t  
h i t  the  b r icks  a ll pa rtic ip an ts  
w o u ld  be f ire d  and w o u ld  lose 
pension and se n io rity  r ig h ts  under 
the state ’s H u tch inson  A c t p ro h i­
b it in g  s trikes  b y  p u b lic  employes. 
T h is  was designed to  scare the 
teachers b u t the y  con tinued th e ir  
p lans fo r  a s tr ike .

The B oa rd  presented a com ­
prom ise p lan  to the  teachers. It 
w o u ld  set u p  an e leven-m em ber 
ad v iso ry  board  m ade up  o f re p ­
resentatives o f bo th  the  D F T  and 
D E A . T h is  ad v iso ry  g roup  w o u ld  
have no powers, b u t w o u ld  have 
to agree to a no -s trike  pledge. 
B o th  the D F T  and D E A  tu rned  
the p lan  dow n f la t.

T he  D F T  proceeded to  set an 
A p r i l  15 s tr ik e  date. The Board  
h u r r ie d ly  arranged a special elec­
t io n  fo r  A p r i l  8 to  a llo w  teachers 
to  advise the B oard  i f  the y  re a lly  
w an ted  a rep resenta tion  e lection

Evelyn Sell
S.W.P. C andidate fo r  U.S. Senator 

f ro m  M ich ig a n

o r the  B oa rd ’s eleven-m em ber ad­
v is o ry  com m ittee  p lan .

T he D F T  and D E A  advised 
th e ir  m em bers to  vo te  fo r  a re p ­
resen ta tion  e lection and 80 pe r 
cent o f the teachers d id  so. The 
B oa rd  was then com pelled to ho ld  
such an e lection  M a y  11, w h ic h  
the  D F T  w on by a 3-2 m arg in . 
A f te r  the  v ic to ry , D F T  P resident 
M a ry  E lle n  R io rdan  said, “ We 
w a n t to  reduce class size, raise 
salaries and r id  teachers o f non­
teach ing duties.”

M an y  ju b ila n t  teachers now  look 
fo rw a rd  to  a new  era in  teacher- 
B oard  re la tions. T hey  had w on 
som eth ing to  be p roud  of: by  
s tic k in g  to  th e ir  guns the y  had 
fo rced  the B oa rd  to  recognize th e ir  
un io n  and the y  had repud ia ted  
the  com pany un io n ism  o f the 
D E A  b y  de c la ring  in  fa v o r o f in- 
d u s tria l-u n ion  m ethods o f s tru g ­
gle. H ow ever, the re  are a great 
m any obstacles in  the  w ay before 
a hea lthy , m il ita n t  and dem ocra tic  
teachers un ion  can ga in  a po w e r­
fu l voice in  school a ffa irs .

Board’s Trum p Cards
F irs t  o f a ll, the  B oa rd  made sure 

i t  w o u ld  h o ld  a ll the tru m p  cards 
no m a tte r how  the e lection w ent. 
I t  w i l l  n o t en te r in to  a fo rm a l 
con trac t w ith  the un io n  b u t in ­
stead w i l l  p u t the un ion  th rough  
an e laborate m ed ia tion  process —  
the end re su lt o f w h ic h  w i l l  no t 
be b in d in g  on e ith e r the teachers 
o r the  B oard!

A n o th e r w eak fea tu re  is the  p re ­
sent R e u the rite  leadersh ip  o f the 
D F T . The leadersh ip  is c a re fu l to 
sound m il ita n t  b u t no t to be ve ry  
m ilita n t.

A  v e ry  serious weakness in  the 
D F T  is  its  re fusa l to  take a f irm  
stand on the prob lem s o f Negro 
teachers and N egro school-ch il- 
dren. D o ris  Cleage, a public-school 
teacher w r i t in g  in  the  I l lu s tra te d  
News, po in ted  ou t g la r in g  defects 
in  the  D F T . She rem inded  read­
ers th a t w hen the Board  o f Educa­
t io n  had fa ile d  to secure passage 
o f a la w  h ik in g  taxes fo r  school 
purposes, d ras tic  changes w ere  p u t 
in to  e ffec t in  D e tro it  schools.

One o f the  steps taken was to  
equalize class size th rou gh ou t the

c ity . “ T h is  m eant th a t w h ite  
schools in  the  ou te r d is tr ic ts  o f 
the c ity  lost teachers because th e ir  
classes w e re  be low  average. These 
teachers w h o  w ere, o f course, 
w h ite  w ere  trans fe rre d  to  Negro 
schools in  the  in n e r c ity  i f  those 
schools had room s to  p u t them  in . 
T he Negro schools had classes fa r  
above the average. N o w  w h a t was 
the  un ion  concerned about? E qua l­
iz in g  class size a l l  over the  c ity  
instead o f w ith in  d is tric ts?  Reduc­
in g  the class size fo r  N egro c h il­
dren? Indeed not. T h e ir  concern 
was fo r  those poor w h ite  teachers 
w h o  had to  leave th e ir  ‘good’ com ­
fo rta b le  w h ite  schools and come 
in to  the  d if f ic u lt ,  p rob lem , N e­
g ro  schools o f the  C enter D is tr ic t. ”  

Ignore School Bias 
B e fo re  the  rep resen ta tion  elec­

t io n  o f M a y  11 bo th  the  D F T  and 
D E A  w ere  eagerly  w oo ing  votes. 
M rs. Cleage w ro te  th a t “ in  a l l  the  
tons o f m a te ria l bo th un ions have 
s tu ffe d  in  o u r m ailboxes these 
las t fe w  weeks I  haven ’t  seen o r 
heard  one m e a n in g fu l w o rd  about 
the prob lem s o f d is c r im in a tio n  
against N egro c h ild re n  in  the  De­
t ro it  P u b lic  Schools. T hey  m ust 
kn o w  about the  p ro b lem  because 
i t  is  a t the  ro o t o f eve ry  m a jo r 
p rob lem  fac in g  thg  B oard  o f E du­
ca tion  and the u n io n .”

Because bo th  the D F T  and the  
D E A  refused to  take  a po s itive  
stand on N egro  educa tiona l p rob­
lem s and refused to do a n y th in g  
serious abou t them , M rs. Cleage 
urged Negro teachers to  “ d ra w  up 
a l is t  o f dem ands fo r  the D F T  
ju s t as th e  D F T  draw s the m  u p  
fo r  the  Board. W e should w ith ­
d ra w  suppo rt fro m  the  D F T  and 
cross th e ir  p ic k e t lines  on the  day 
o f the s trike .. I f  w e  he lp  the  D F T  
to  the pow er pos ition  o f sole b a r­
ga in ing  agent, th e y  w i l l  have even 
less reason to  lis te n  to  us than 
they have now  . . . W e should 
vo te  fo r  no  un ion  a t a ll and see 
i f  they can fig u re  out w ha t they 
can do about Negroes’ prob lem s in  
D e tro it schools before i t ’s t im e  fo r  
another e lection .”

The e lection has been he ld  and 
the D F T  is sole b a rga in ing  agent 
b u t some o f the  pre-e lection advice 
g iven  b y  D o ris  Cleage is n o w  ju s t 
as im p o rta n t and co rrec t: “ Y ou  
get w h a t you f ig h t  fo r  w h e the r 
you ’re  a un ion  seeking recogn ition  
fro m  the  B oard  o r the  colonists 
seeking freedom  fro m  the m o the r 
cou n try . The un io n  is n o t go ing  
to  f ig h t  fo r  equa l educa tiona l op­
p o r tu n ity  fo r  N egro c h ild re n  in  
D e tro it  unless N egro teachers 
fo rce  them  to. Negroes are the  
ones w h o  can see m ost c le a rly  th is  
basic p ro b lem  o f pe rpe tua l in ­
e q u a lity  and a ll the ev ils  th a t f lo w  
fro m  it .  W e the re fo re  are the  ones 
w ho  m ust use ou r pow er to  fo rce  
the  un io n  and the la rg e r com ­
m u n ity  to  face th is  p ro b lem  hon­
es tly  and solve i t . ”

Join Students for 
DeBerry and Shaw

□ 1 would like to join Students for DeBerry and Shaw

□ Send me more information on Students for DeBerry and 
Shaw and the SWP campaign

□ Send m e -----------copies of the SWP election platform at
10c each (3c on orders of 10 or more)

C lip and mail to Barry Sheppard, National Co-ordinator, 
Students for DeBerry and Shaw, P.O. Box 205, New York 3, N.Y.

Name.......

Address...............................................

C ity ------------------------------------- -—  ___  State...... ..................... .
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“ O NE O F T H E  G R E A T  C O M ­

P A N IO N S .”  Address D e live red 
b y  Rev. W ill ia m  H . M e lish  al 
the  M e m o ria l S erv ice fo r  D r  
W .E.B. D uB ois  in  A ccra , G hana 
24 pp. 25 cents. O rde r fro m  
Rev. M e lish , 905 St. M a rks  Ave. 
B ro o k lyn , N .Y . 11213.

A f te r  ove r a h a lf-c e n tu ry  of 
service to  the  Negro people, W il 
lia m  E dw ard  B u rg h a rd t D uB oi: 
d ied  on A ug . 27, 1963 a t the age 
o f 95, in  G hana. T h a t c o u n try  had 
been h is  hom e in  the  las t few  year: 
o f h is  life .  In  h is w i l l ,  D r. D u 
Bois asked th a t h is  fu n e ra l ad­
dress be g iven  b y  the  Rev. W il-  
lia m  H o w a rd  M e lish  o f N ew  Y o rk  |  
I t  was de live red  a t m e m o ria l serv- 
ices in  the  A g g re y  M e m o ria l 
C h u rch  o f A ch im o ta  College in  
A ccra . N o w  pub lished  in  pam ­
p h le t fo A n , i t  is  an e loquen t sum ­
m a ry  o f D u B o is ’ life .

Classical Education

B o m  in  G rea t B a rr in g to n  in  
w este rn  Massachusetts, D uB o is  re ­
ce ived a classical education, f ir s t  
a t F isk , then a t H a rv a rd  and the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f B e r lin .  F ro m  the  
v e ry  beg inn ing , D uB o is  was a 
tra ilb la z e r. In  the  1890s, he w ro te : 
The P h ila d e lp h ia  Negro, the  f i r s t  
A m e rica n  s tudy in  u rb an  sociolo­
gy, and h is  Ph.D . thesis, The Sup­
pression o f the A fr ic a n  Slave  
Trade to A m erica , became vo lum e 
one in  the series o f H a rv a rd  H is ­
to r ic a l S tudies. He was the  f irs t  
Negro aw arded the do c to ra l degree 
b y  H a rv a rd . F o r the  n e x t 13 years, 
teaching a t A t la n ta  U n iv e rs ity , he 
tra in e d  a w h o le  genera tion  o f Ne­
g ro  scholars.

D uB o is  had been concerned w ith  
ra c ia l in jus tice s  fro m  h is  you th . 
B u t, i t  was o n ly  a fte r  he w ro te  
h is  classic, The Souls o f B la ck  
F o lk ,  th a t he began to in v o lv e  
h im se lf a c tiv e ly  in  the  quest fo r  
ra c ia l ju s tice .

In  th is  p e rio d , he faced the  great

W . E. B. DuBois

choice: the  pa th  o f George W ash­
in g ton  C arver, nam ely, ca p itu la ­
t io n  to the  N o rth e rn  in d u s tr ia lis ts ’ 
plans fo r  the  sub ju ga tio n  o f the  
Negroes; o r the  pa th  o f reso lu te 
s trugg le  fo r  f u l l  r ig h ts  fo r  h is  peo­
ple. D uB ois chose the la tte r  b y  
la un ch in g  the  N iagara  M ovem ent, 
the  predecessor o f the  N A A C P  and 
the m odern  s ta rtin g  p o in t fo r  the 
c iv il- r ig h ts  d r iv e  w h ic h  is reach­
in g  new  he ights in  o u r ow n day. 
T h rou gh  the magazine, Cris is, 
w h ic h  he edited, D uB o is ’ message 
reached hundreds o f thousands.

D uB o is ’ p a rtic ip a tio n  in  th is  
s trugg le  con tinued  t i l l  h is  death, 
thus spann ing a lm ost tw o  th ird s  
o f the  20th C en tu ry . The s p ir it  
th rou gh ou t h is  scho la rly  w o rk , 
such as B la ck  R econstruction, h is 
p o lit ic a l a c tiv itie s  —  in  the  social­
is t and P an -A frican  m ovem ents 
and in  opposing the  tw o  m a jo r 
parties in  the  U S A , w ith  th e ir  
rac is t, co ld-w ar and w itc h -h u n t tac­
tics, and, in  h is  tire less la b o r in  
b e ha lf o f h is  people, was blazoned 
on the banner w h ic h  he he ld  so 
h ig h : “ I t  is  a th in g  o f p rid e  to  be 
a Negro.”

— Ralph L ev itt

The N ew  Y o rk  con tingen t o f the 
M il i ta n t  A rm y  is se tting  the  pace 
fo r  the  rest o f the  c o u n try  in  the 
specia l in tro d u c to ry  subscrip tion  
cam paign w h ic h  aim s a t adding 
3,000 new  readers to ou r l is t  by  
J u ly  15.

The M il i ta n t  is  becom ing w e ll 
kn o w n  and is w e ll rece ived in  
H a r le m  w here  o u r N ew  Y o rk  sup­
po rte rs  sold 134 new  subs and 300 
s ing le  copies th is  past w eek end. 
In  ad d ition , the  paper is n o w  ca r­
r ie d  b y  several dozen newsstands 
in  the  area w ith  increased sales 
rep o rted  each week. The N ew  
Y o rk  to ta l is  now  313, ove r h a lf  
its  quota o f 600 w ith  s ix  weeks 
le f t  to  go.

Chicago is run ne r-up  w ith  240 
n e w  subscribers ou t o f a quota o f 
1,000. Sub d ire c to r C a rrie  phoned 
to  ask us to  increase the  num ber 
o f papers w e are sending them . 
She reports  th a t everyone is so 
en thusiastic  abou t the response to 
the  paper th a t the y  are p lan n in g  
to  challenge N ew  Y o rk  to  a con­
test.

C leve land  fo llo w s  Chicago w ith  
44 new  readers’ subscrip tions. A n d  
fro m  ano the r section o f O h io  we 
rece ived s ix  new  subs. W r it in g  
fro m  C in c in n a ti, one o f ou r frie n d s  
says: “ W e’re  fe w  in  nu m ber b u t 
th ree  o f us have go t together to

By Karolyn Kerry
g ive  The M il i ta n t  some new  read­
ers.”  A s a resu lt, s ix  new  readers 
in  th a t c ity .

O ak land -B erke ley comes n e x t 
w ith  42. P h ila d e lp h ia  sends us 16 
new  readers fro m  Chester, Pa., 
scene o f recent Freedom  N ow  
dem onstra tions. W e’re  s t i l l  w a it in g  
fo r  quotas fro m  a nu m be r o f areas 
— and some new  M ilita n t  subscrip ­
tions too.

C ity Quota Score
N e w  Y o rk 600 313
Chicago 1,000 245
C leve land 75 44
O a k la n d /B e rke le y 200 42
San Francisco 100 26
M in n e a p o lis /

St. P au l 200 18
P h ila de lph ia — 18
D enve r 50 7
C in c in n a ti — 6
St. Lou is 15 4
Boston 200 2
B a ltim o re — 2
D e tro it — 2
Los Angeles — 1
N e w ark 150 1
M ilw au kee 100 —
San Diego 75 —
Seattle — —
M adison — —
G eneral — --

Tota ls  as o f
M ay 26 2,765 752

The fo llo w in g  is a section o f a 
speech de live red  by A lle n  T a p lin  
a t a D enver M ay Day m eeting 
w here  he shared the p la tfo rm  
w ith  C lif to n  D eB erry , Socia list 
W orke rs  P a rty  nom inee fo r  p res i­
dent. A lle n  T a p lin  is the  SW T 
candidate fo r  Congress fro m  the 
D enver d is tr ic t.

Some ra d ica l people here, on 
hearing  the  t i t le  o f th is  ta lk , 
“ H o w  to Stop P o lice  B ru ta lity  in  
D enver,”  m ig h t have tho ugh t I  
was go ing to say: A b o lish  the 
Police Force.

N ow  I ’m  n o t go ing to say tha t, 
though i t  is a good idea. I t ’s re a lly  
no t far-fe tched. I t  has happened. 
I  was fo rtu n a te  enough to  see i t  
happen, in  Cuba, w hen I  was 
the re  th ree  years ago.

N o t th a t the re  w e ren ’t  p le n ty  
o f people w ith  guns on the  streets 
then  —  the re  w ere. B u t the y  w ere  
people lik e  you and m e —  v o l­
unteers in  the  m il i t ia  on d u ty  fo r  
a fe w  hours a fte r w o rk  o r on 
weekends.

I  saw a lo t  o f teen-age g ir ls  
there , w i th  long  h a ir, and sub­
m ach ine guns. T hey  w e re  the 
police.

A n d  the re  wasn’t  any po lice  
b ru ta li ty .  N o r was the re  any ra c ia l 
d is c r im in a tio n  in  Cuba then. N o r 
was the re  any vio lence.

W hen the  re v o lu tio n  came to 
pow er —  th a t is, w hen the peo­
p le  o f Cuba rose u p  in  arm s and 
took the  co n tro l o f th e ir  lives 
aw ay fro m  the sugar barons, the  
a rm y, the A m e rica n  bankers and 
the  po lice —  on th a t day the y  d id  
aw ay w ith  po lice  b ru ta lity .

The o ld  B a tis ta  po lice  disap­
peared, as though the y  had  gone 
up in  smoke. The u n ifo rm s  w e n t 
in to  the garbage cans, the  n ig h t­
s ticks in to  the  firep laces, the guns 
in to  the r iv e r . The Cuban people 
d id n ’t  have to  abolish the  po lice  
fo rce  — the po licem en disap­
peared on th e ir  own.

A fte r  J a n u a ry  1, 1959, you
cou ldn ’t  f in d  a sou l in  Cuba w ho 
w o u ld  a d m it to  eve r h a v in g  been 
a policem an.

Police N o t Popu la r

N ow  w e ’re  n o t q u ite  a t th a t 
p o in t in  th is  c o u n try  —  no r in  
D enve r —  no t yet. I  don ’t  expect 
to  see n igh ts ticks  f lo a tin g  down 
C h e rry  C reek tom orro w .

B u t the  po lice  in  th is  c o u n try  
aren ’t  popu la r, and they kn o w  it .  
T h a t’s w h y  m illio n s  are spent b y  
businessm en’s associations and 
newspapers —  b y  everyone w ith  
p ro p e rty  r ig h ts  to  p ro tec t —  in  
try in g  to  b ra inw ash  the p u b lic  
in to  th in k in g  th a t the  cops are 
th e ir  friends.

B u t the  experience o f l i fe  is 
m ore con v in c ing  than  th is  p ro ­
paganda.

I t ’s estim ated th a t an average o f 
one Negro is m urde red  eve ry  day 
in  S ou thern  ja ils  —  beaten to  
death o r “ shot w h ile  t ry in g  to  
escape.”  Y ou  ra re ly  hear o r read 
abou t th is  —  n o t in  the  newspa­
pers a t an y  ra te.

In  D enve r th is  doesn’t  happen 
q u ite  so often , b u t i t  does hap­
pen.

T h is  v e ry  n ig h t w h ile  w e ’re  
s it t in g  here, i f  some S panish- 
A m e rica n  o r Negro is n ’t  shot in  
the  back o r the  stom ach b y  a 
sad istic o r nervous w h ite  cop —  
and i t  doesn’t  m ake m uch d i f ­
ference to  the  v ic t im  w h ic h  he is 
—  then there  w i l l  su re ly  be a 
dozen o r so arrested, cu ffed  
a round and insu lted , ju s t because 
o f the co lo r o f th e ir  sk in . A n d  be­
cause i t  is the u n w r it te n  p o licy  
o f the  po lice  fo rce  to  keep a ll 
m in o r ity  people —  and a ll poor 
people —  in  th e ir  places th rou gh  
fear.

B u t u n fo rtu n a te ly  fo r  the police, 
th is  p o lic y  o f undercover v io lence 
and o f f ic ia l w h itew a sh  can back­
f ire  i f  the y  go too fa r. A n d  they 
a lw ays go too fa r.

T he  c lu b b in g  to  death o f A l ­
fre d  Salazar, the  shooting o f 
P ete r Gomez, and the to rtu re  w ith  
po lice dogs o f George Rom ero, a l l  
in  the  past tw o  m onths, has

Allen Taplin

b ro u g h t fo r th  a trem endous p ro ­
test fro m  the S panish-A m erican 
co m m u n ity  here. A n d  the y  are 
be ing  jo in e d  in  th is  b y  the  Negro 
people o f D enver. F o r the  f i r s t  
t im e  in  D enver, the c ity ’s tw o  
m in o r ity  com m unities are un ited .

W ha t w e are w itness ing  here is 
the  invas io n  o f D enve r b y  the  na­
t io n -w id e  c iv il- r ig h ts  m ovem ent. 
The m ovem ent is s tr ik in g  at 
D e nve r’s weakest lin k ,  its  co rru p t, 
b ru ta l and gangster-ridden po lice  
departm ent.

N a tion a l S truggle

The people in  the m in o r ity  com ­
m un itie s  here have been w a tch ­
in g  the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  s trugg le  in  the 
South and the  b ig  c ity  ghettos o f 
the N o rth . T h e y ’ve seen thousands 
o f Negroes w i l l in g  to  face po lice 
clubs, f ir e  hoses and dogs to  get 
th e ir  r ig h ts . T h e y ’ve been encour­
aged by  th is  and th e y ’re  ge tting  
ready to  present th e ir  demands.

W ha t can be done here in  D en­
ver? O bvious ly , w e can fo llo w  
some o f the exam ples set by  the 
c iv il- r ig h ts  m ovem ent elsewhere.

One mass m arch  on C ity  H a ll 
fo r  instance w o u ld  have m ore e f­
fec t th a n  a thousand o f the con­
ferences o r g rand  ju r y  investiga­
tions now  go ing on.

The boyco tt is  another obvious 
action. The th re a t has been made 
to  boyco tt the  m ayo r’s bond elec­
tion , th a t is, vo te  No, i f  he con­
tinues to  w h itew a sh  h is  cops and 
renege on h is  cam paign prom ise to 
appo in t an independent po lice  re ­
v ie w  board.

T h is  exce llen t proposal is  re a lly  
a p o lit ic a l action, a p a r t o f the 
m ovem ent’s s tra tegy o f d is location . 
I t  is a w a y  o f saying th a t i f  we 
can’t  have ju s tice  and the good 
th in gs  o f l i fe  then no one should. 
A n d  th is  is a v e ry  le g itim a te  and 
e ffe c tive  stra tegy.

I t  is  a po s itive  a ttack  on the 
e x is tin g  p o lit ic a l con game and 
can lead to even m ore e ffe c tive  
p o lit ic a l actions. In  the  w o r ld  we 
l iv e  in , a l l o u r p rob lem s come to  
a focus in  p o lit ic s  and can be 
solved m ost d ire c t ly  b y  p o lit ic a l 
action.

T he idea o f independent class 
p o lit ic a l ac tion  has been proposed 
b y  socia lists fo r  a long  tim e  in  
th is  cou n try . I t  has neve r re a lly  
been tr ie d  here. B u t the  idea is 
spread ing and is be ing  discussed 
w id e ly  today. N o t in  the  fo rm  o f 
a la b o r p a r ty  as w e  had expected, 
b u t in  the  fo rm  o f a Freedom  N ow  
P a rty , a p a r ty  devoted to  m in o r ity  
r ig h ts .

T he present c iv i l- r ig h ts  m ove­
m en t is abou t ten years o ld  no w  
—  i f  w e  coun t fro m  the  M o n t­
gom ery bus boyco tt —  and i t ’s ju s t 
beg inn ing  to  m ove in to  the  fie ld
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o f p o lit ic a l action. W hen a mass 
Freedom  N ow  P a rty  is organ ized 
—  and i t  w o n ’t  take m ore  tha n  
one o r tw o  m a jo r e lections to  ac­
com plish  th is  —  i t  w i l l  tea r a p a rt 
bo th  m a jo r p o lit ic a l pa rties, s ta rt­
in g  w ith  the  ro tte n  co a litio n  o f 
D em ocra t lib e ra ls  and D ix iec ra ts .

Such a p a rty  w o u ld  be the  m ost 
e ffec tive  means, sho rt o f re v o lu ­
tion , th a t the  m in o r ity  people o f 
D enve r cou ld  use to co n tro l and 
re s tra in  the  po lice  here. Such a 
p a r ty  w o u ld , in  e ffec t, be an in ­
dependent po lice  re v ie w  board  
th a t w o u ld  re a lly  be independent 
and cou ld  e ffe c tiv e ly  rev iew .

Y ou  know , I  had been hop ing  
th a t the le g is la tu re  w o u ld  fa i l  to  
agree on a Congressional re -  
d is tr ic tin g  p lan , and th a t we cou ld  
have had an e lection  o f the  fo u r  
Colorado congressmen a t large.

T h is  type  o f e lec tion  w o u ld  have 
g iven  the  Spanish-Am ericans o f 
Colorado a re a lis tic  o p p o rtu n ity  to  
e lect one o f th e ir  ow n people to  
Congress b y  b u lle t in g  th e ir  b a l­
lo ts  against the  D em ocrats and 
Republicans. Even the cam paign 
fo r  such a cand idate  —  i f  i t  stayed 
c lear o f the  D em ocra tic  P a r ty  m a­
chine —  w o u ld  have achieved so lid  
resu lts  in  ob ta in in g  m in o r ity  
righ ts .

D em ocra tic  Swam p

The cond ition  th a t such a cam ­
pa ign stay c lea r o f the  D em ocra tic  
swam p is  an im p o rta n t one. I  
th in k  th a t the 1948 P res ide n tia l 
cam paign is an e ffec tive  p ro o f o f 
th is  cond ition .

In  1948 the  D ix ie c ra ts  s p lit  the  
D em ocra tic  P a rty  and ra n  th e ir  
ow n  States R ights P a rty  cand i­
date against T rum an . S p lit t in g  is  
a ca rd in a l p o lit ic a l crim e , and 
T rum an , the  v ic to r  in  the e lection , 
w o u ld  have been e n t ire ly  ju s tif ie d  
in  du m p in g  a l l the  s p litte rs  and 
rep la c ing  them  w ith  h is  ow n m en 
in  the  p a r ty  m achine.

B u t T rum an , a “ p ra c tica l”  
p o lit ic ia n , d id  no such th in g . H e  
p u t them  one and a ll back in to  
the  m ach ine and le t  them  re ta in  
th e ir  co n tro l ove r the  Congres­
siona l com m ittees. T he  D ix ie c ra ts  
showed th a t the y  w ere  w i l l in g  and 
able to  f ig h t  fo r  th e ir  in terests, 
even i f  i t  should w re c k  the  De­
m ocra tic  P a rty . As a re su lt the y  
ru le  in  th a t p a r ty  to  th is  day.

T he la b o r leaders on the  o the r 
hand have rem a ined lo y a l to  the  
m achine. T hey  have refused to  
m ob ilize  the  pow er o f independent 
p o litic s  in h e re n t in  the  organized 
la bo r m ovem ent. A s  a re s u lt th e y  
are a lm ost powerless in  the  Dem o­
c ra tic  P a rty  m achine, and show  
eve ry  s ign o f re m a in in g  so.

The same holds tru e  fo r  th e  
p o lit ic a l leaders o f the  Negro, 
P ue rto  R ican and Span ish-A m er­
ican com m unities . The v e ry  rea­
son th a t D enve r’s S pa n ish -A m er­
ican p o lit ic ia n s  have so l i t t le  in ­
fluence  in  M a yo r C u rr ig a n ’s ad­
m in is tra t io n  is th a t the y  w o rke d  
so h a rd  to  e lect h im .
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Fund Score board
City Quota Paid Percent
Boston $ 850 $ 787 93
St. Lo u is 100 80 80
M inneapo lis -S t. P au l 1,200 970 80
D e tro it 1,000 792 79
Chicago 1,800 1,400 77
D enver 250 192 77
N e w  Y o rk ' 5,800 4,193 75
B a ltim o re 150 no 73
San D iego 350 226 65
P h ila de lph ia 300 195 65
A lle n to w n 150 75 50
C leveland 600 300 50
M ilw a u ke e 350 150 43
Los Angeles 5,000 1,909 38
Seattle 600 217 36
San Francisco 800 288 36
O ak la nd -B e rke ley 500 174 35
N e w a rk 250 62 24
C onnecticu t 200 00 00
G eneral 300 208 69

T ota ls  th ro u g h  M ay  25 $20,550 $12,328 60%

Three people —  a m iddle-aged 
m an, his a ttra c tiv e  w ife , and a 
college student —  spend a w eek­
end sa ilin g  on a lake  in  to ta l 
iso la tion  fro m  the  rest o f the 
w o rld . A  b it te r  c o n flic t develops 
between the tw o  men. T h is  is the 
p lo t o f K n ife  in  the W ater, a re ­
m arka b le  P o lish  f i lm  be ing shown 
in  a rt theaters here. W e ll acted, 
e x p e rt ly  d irec ted  and superb ly  
photographed, its  d ra m atic  ten­
sion has b ro ug h t i t  c r it ic a l accla im  
and fe s tiva l aw ards in  m any coun­
tries.

The in te res ting  th in g  about the 
c r it ic a l com m ent i t  evoked is the 
aston ish ing d iv e rs ity  o f v iew s 
about the na tu re  and m eaning of 
the  c o n flic t th a t takes place on 
the  boat. The m ost obvious and 
w id e ly  expressed theories are 
those about the strugg le  o f tw o  
m en fo r  a w om an or o f a clash 
between you th  and m a tu re  age. 
Some c r it ic s  even discerned a 
them e o f la te n t hom osexual a t­
tra c tio n  between the  tw o  men.

One c r it ic , how ever, w h o  lays no 
c la im  to  a rt is t ic  soph is tica tion  saw 
the f i lm  q u ite  d iffe re n tly . P olish 
C om m unis t P a r ty  boss G om ulka  
assailed K n ife  in  the  W ate r fo r  its  
“ h a rm fu l”  tendencies and “ ob jec­
tio n a b le ”  message. H e declared 
th a t such trends in  P o lish  m ovies 
w o u ld  be checked. (F o rtu n a te ly  
the y  con tinued .)

Political Theme
G om ulka  m ay n o t be w e ll versed 

on the  a rt is t ic  trea tm e n t o f p ro b ­
lem s o f sex and psychology b u t 
he discerned the p ic tu re ’s re a l 
them e: an expos ition  o f the basic 
antagonism  in  present-day Po lish  
society —  the  c o n flic t between the 
p r iv ile g e d  and the  p o lit ic a lly  dis- 
possesed, the  ru le r  and the  ru led .

The o lde r m an owns a m a g n ifi­
cent im p o rted  car and a lu x u rio u s  
yacht. H e en joys a h igh  pos ition  
in  the P o lish  social o rd e r and has 
a b e a u tifu l w ife . H e is c le a rly  one 
o f special status.

The boy, a lo n e ly  w anderer, is 
p icked up w h ile  h itc h -h ik in g  and 
in v ite d  on the  boat t r ip  b y  the 
o lde r m an. Was i t  an unm otiva ted  
w h im ?  A  hom osexual a ttrac tion?  
T he desite o f a nouveau riche  to  
show off?

O r does the  in v ita t io n  spring  
f ro m  the in s e c u rity  so o ften  fe lt  
b y  those w ho h o ld  po w e r —  a need 
to  assert themselves, to  over­
w h e lm  those o f “ in fe r io r ”  status?

T he yachtsm an —  as anyone 
fa m il ia r  w ith  P o lish  l iv in g  stand­
ards is acu te ly  aw are —  is a 
m an o f substan tia l status in  the 
c o u n try ’s h ie ra rch y . T he  Mercedes 
Benz he d rives  is ava ila b le  o n ly  to 
h ig h -ra n k in g  bureaucrats. A n d

w ho  else in  tha t poor c o u n try  can 
a ffo rd  a sa ilin g  yach t —  a sym ­
bo l o f a ffluence  by  any c o u n try ’s 
standards?

H is  pos ition  as e d ito r o f a sports 
magazine has a d iffe re n t m eaning 
than an A m erican  m ig h t see. I t  is 
a genera l p ractice  in  the  bu reau­
cracy to assign favo re d  p a r ty  
m em bers w ho  lack specia l s k ills  
o r ta len ts  to such posts as sine­
cure.

M orever, th is  p a r tic u la r  m an is 
n o t a fo rm e r m il ita n t  no w  coast­
in g  and p ic k in g  up rew ards fo r  
prev ious years o f devo tion  to  the 
strugg le . He exp la ins  th a t a t the 
tim e  o f the s trugg le  he was oc­
cup ied w ith  h is studies. O n ly  a fte r 
pow er was w on d id  he begin his 
career as an appa ra tch ik .

He was one o f those tra in e d  by 
the “ boatsw a in .”  A n d  he reca lls  
n o s ta lg ica lly  how  w e ll the boat­
sw a in  tau gh t them . I t  was he w ho 
w o u ld  p o in t a t a w illo w  and de­
c la re  i t  was an oak.

A  S ta lin is t
“ W hen I  say i t ’s an oak,”  he 

w o u ld  te l l  h is  men, “ i t  is  an oak 
and you have to  see i t  as an oak.”

T he boatsw a in —  S ta lin  —  
shaped h is  m en in to  “ a tough 
crew .”  T h is  m an epitom izes the 
f in a l p roduct. H is  arrogance is 
deep-going. H is  crudeness is p o in t­
ed up  in  the  scene w h e re  the 
young m an recites some poe try  
and he osten ta tious ly  tunes in  a 
b o x in g  m atch  on the  rad io .

The student, too, is  representa­
tiv e  o f a la ye r o f P o lish  society. 
H e shares a d o rm ito ry  room  w ith  
f iv e  others and is b y  no means 
w e ll fed. He is aggressive, sneer­
in g  and h a te fu l to w a rd  the  o lde r 
m an and som etim es even succeeds 
in  p u ttin g  h im  on the  defensive. 
H is  sole possession is a v e ry  bus i­
nesslike kn ife . The o lde r m an is 
fasc inated by th is  kn ife . H e is 
a fra id  and no doub t m in d fu l o f 
the  association —  the boy and the

kn ife . He tr ies  to  lea rn  how  to  
handle i t  in  the e xp e rt m anner o f 
the you th  b u t is unsuccessful. The 
m uted c o n flic t sharpens.

The w om an —  a t f i r s t  a pas­
sive w itness to the  s trugg le  —  
becomes the sym bo lic  p rize  in  
th e ir  contest. A s  the  c o n flic t 
reveals m ore and m ore  the  mean 
and b ru ta l cha rac te r o f he r hus­
band, the p rize  goes f in a lly  to the 
you th . B u t she has no rea l respect 
fo r  h im  e ither.

“ Y ou are lik e  h im ,”  she says. 
“ Y o u ’l l  have e v e ry th in g  he has i f  
you don’t  la ck  cheek.”

A n g ry  Y oung M an
F o r w h ile  the “ a n g ry  young 

m en”  o f today ’s Po land are f i l le d  
w ith  ha tred  fo r  the  m en o f the  
reg im e, n o t enough o f them  are 
concerned w ith  the  need fo r  a 
conscious f ig h t  fo r  a fundam en ta l 
change. Thus the  con fro n ta tio n  be­
tw een the tw o  m en is n o t a clash 
between a re v o lu tio n a ry  and a re p ­
resen ta tive  o f the  p r iv ile g e d  bu ­
reaucracy. T here  is  a cyn ica l 
awareness o f the stakes o f the  
game —  riches, pow er, position . 
T he young m an ’s h a tre d  is d is­
s ipated b y  h is  s e lfis h  desire to  
take the  o lde r m an ’s place. Thus 
the  k n ife  goes in to  the  w a te r, lost 
in  its  depth. The m an re tu rn s  to  
h is com fo rta b le  p lace in  society, 
the boy to  h is lo n e ly  w andering .

The f i lm  in d ic ts  n o t o n ly  the 
reg im e b u t also the  in d iv id u a lis m , 
egotism  and la c k  o f p r in c ip le  th a t 
p re va ils  am ong P o lish  you th  to­
day.

K n ife  in  the W a te r was p e rm it­
ted o n ly  a sho rt ru n  in  Poland. 
B u t the reg im e d id  n o t m in d  its  
w ide, p ro fita b le  show ing  abroad. 
G om ulka  and h is m en m ust have 
counted on the lim ita t io n s  o f the 
bourgeois c r it ic s  lead ing  them  to 
accept the  p ic tu re  a t its  psychol­
og ica l-sexual face va lue . A n d  on 
th is  p o in t the  reg im e was r ig h t.

— Stephen Korona

CONCORD, N .H ., M a y  20 —  
H ugo De G regory, w ho  has waged 
a te n -ye a r c o u rt f ig h t  against a t­
tem pts b y  a le g is la tive  com m ittee  
to  p ry  in to  h is  past and present 
p o lit ic a l ideas and associates, was 
found  g u ilty  o f con tem pt b y  the 
M e rr im a c k  C oun ty  S up erio r C ourt 
here today.

H e was sentenced to  a yea r in  
p rison  fo r  re fus ing  to  answer ques­
tions re la tin g  to  C om m unis t P a rty  
a c tiv itie s  in  the 1940s and e a rly  
1950s; he was freed  on $1,000
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The Count-Down Has Begun
By Marvel Scholl

F und  D ire c to r

The count-dow n has begun. 
W hen th is  issue o f The M il i ta n t  
reaches you, the re  w i l l  be ju s t  15 
days le f t  in  the  S oc ia lis t Cam ­
pa ign F und  D riv e . T h is  means 
th a t the  n a tio n a l percentage 
should stand, as o f M a y  25, a t 
81%. The scoreboard shows o n ly  
60%.

Boston beat St. Lo u is  fo r  f i r s t  
place th is  week, w ith  93% and 
the  fo llo w in g  le tte r: “ M aybe th is  
w eek w e ’l l  m ake f ir s t  place. 
T here ’s a re a l bu rs t o f enthusiasm  
and everyone’s t r y in g  v e ry  hard . 
T w e n ty  do lla rs  o f th is  check is 
fro m  a sym pa th ize r w h o  read in  
the  paper th a t we w e re  ha v in g  a 
fu n d  d riv e  and gave the  m oney 
w ith  th is  com m ent —  ‘T h is  w i l l  
he lp  to  show m y  apprec ia tion  fo r  
The M il ita n t . ’  W e hope to go over 
the  top  n e x t w eek.”

W e c e rta in ly  appreciate th a t in ­
ten tion . The race n o w  is  between

St. L o u is  to  w h o m  w e  send our 
congra tu la tions, M inneapo lis-S t. 
P au l, D e tro it, Chicago, Denver, 
and N e w  Y o rk . A l l  o f them  are 
w ith in  reach ing  distance o f the  
top.

I t  is  th e  W est Coast w e  are w o r­
r ie d  about. E spec ia lly  since fo u r  
o f those c itie s  have sizeable quotas.

W e w is h  to  say thanks to  A.S. o f 
Red B ank, N.J., and D r. M . fo r  
c o n trib u tio n s  to  general. T h a t 
category should go up  b y  leaps 
and bounds w ith in  the  n e x t tw o  
weeks. A  m a ilin g  has gone ou t and 
re tu rn s  are a lready  com ing in . 
The M il i ta n t  readers in  general 
are “ The G enera l”  and a lw ays 
made sure th a t category w e n t w e ll 
over the top.

Send y o u r c o n trib u tio n  to 116 
U n iv e rs ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk , N.Y., 
10003. E ve ry  t ru th  d o lla r  b rings 
the  to ta l fu n d  th a t m uch  closer to 
a successful conclusion.

bond pend ing  appeal to  the state 
Suprem e C ourt.

The 50-year-old bookkeeper was 
the  CP candidate fo r  Massachu­
setts lie u te n a n t gove rno r in  1940. 
A f te r  spending f iv e  years in  the 
a rm y  and rece iv in g  an honorab le  
discharge, he served fo r  a b r ie f  
t im e  as secre ta ry -tre asu re r o f the 
Boston o ffic e  o f the  CP.

In  June 1954, Lo u is  C. W ym an, 
the state A tto rn e y  G eneral, sum ­
moned h im  in  an “ in ve s tig a tio n ”  o f 
“ subvers ive  a c tiv itie s .”  De G re­
go ry  denied th a t he ever conspired 
to  o v e rth ro w  the  governm ent o r 
had engaged in  espionage, b u t he 
refused to say w h e th e r he had been 
a CP m em ber and stood on his 
F if th  A m endm ent r ig h ts .

Because he declined to  in v o lv e  
h im se lf o r others, De G rego ry  has 
had a long  f ig h t,  in v o lv in g  14 ap­
pearances in  state courts  and tw o  
before the U.S. Suprem e C ourt. 
La s t N ovem ber he declared he had 
n o t been a m em ber o f the  CP 
since 1957, b u t w hen he refused 
to say w h e the r he had been a 
m em ber e a rlie r, the  present a t­
to rne y  general, W ill ia m  M aynard , 
began new  proceedings. Today 
M ayn a rd  tr ie d  again to  fo rce  h im  
to  discuss m eetings and a c tiv ­
ities  o f fro m  ten to  25 years ago. 
De G rego ry  again refused.

W hen asked i f  he was ever p re­
sent at any m eeting  w h e re  plans 
w ere  made to  o v e rth ro w  the  gov­
e rn m en t so as to cons titu te  a c lear 
and present danger, De G regory 
tu rn e d  the  question a round and 
said he d id n ’t  see how  m eeting  
decades ago cou ld have constitu ted  
a c lear and present danger i f  no­
th in g  dangerous had happened and 
w hen the re  is n ’t  even a CP in  New  
H am psh ire  today.

The Crisis in Southeast Asia
A d la i Stevenson’s speech on Southeast Asia in  the UN  Se­

c u r ity  Council was a m onum ent o f lies. Its  hypocrisy was riva led  
on ly by the shamelessness w ith  w hich Congress —  w hich  has 
pigeon-holed b ills  like  Medicare fo r  years and w hich is doing a 
slow filib u s te r o f the c iv il r igh ts  b il l  —  perked up and began 
speeding through yet another appropria tion fo r the w ar in  V ie t­
nam.

The subject o f Southeast Asia was before the UN Security 
Council because Cambodia had b rought charges against the U.S. 
o f aggressiop. On M arch 19 of th is  year U.S. m ilita ry  personnel 
and the South Vietnamese troops they command had been caught 
red handed ra id ing  a Cambodian village . In  charging the U.S. 
w ith  th is  act o f aggression, the Cambodians documented 263 
s im ila r border v io la tions from  South V ie tnam  in  the past year and 
a ha lf.

W ith  h is usual gall, Stevenson s im p ly tr ie d  to change the 
subject. D ism issing U.S. aggression in  Cambodia as an “ e rro r,”  
he w ent on to blame “ Communist aggression”  fo r  the en tire  w o r­
sening s ituation  in  Southeast Asia.

, The fact is th a t W ashington is the cause of the explosive 
crises in  V ietnam , Laos and Cambodia. U.S. b ipartisan fore ign 
po licy since 1954 has propped up a hated neo-colonia list d ic ta ­
torsh ip  in  South V ietnam , intervened system atically in  Laos and 
tr ie d  the same in  Cambodia.

Stevenson proposed th a t UN  observers pa tro l the Cambodia- 
South V ie tnam  border. The U.S. refused th is  fo r  years when 
Cambodia proposed it.  Its  reason fo r  ra is ing  i t  now is to invo lve 
UN forces in  its  collapsing w ar against the South Vietnamese 
people.

N either in te rna tiona l conferences, UN  debates nor U N  “ peace­
keeping”  forces w i l l  solve the con flic t in  South V ie tnam  and the 
neighboring countries. The on ly w ay to  do th a t is to  end w ha t 
started i t  —  U.S. in te rven tion .

Poor Advice from AFL-CIO
The executive council o f the A F L -C IO  unanim ously adopt­

ed a statement M ay 19 opposing the  Johnson adm in is tra tion ’s 
“ guideposts”  fo r  lim it in g  wage increases. The government wants 
to enforce a ru le  of no wage and fringe  benefit settlements ex­
ceeding the average ye a rly  gain in  labor p ro d u c tiv ity  o f 3.2 pe r­
cent.

The A F L -C IO  top brass declared they were going to push 
fo r  better wages and w o rk in g  conditions and shorter hours re­
gardless o f the “ guideposts.”  They pointed out th a t in  the f irs t 
quarte r o f 1964 p ro fits  o f corporations were up about 33 percent 
over 1961, w h ile  labor income was up on ly  16 percent. A nd  the 
government is proposing no l id  on those sacred p ro fits .

The Democrats won the 1960 election thanks la rge ly  to A F L - 
CIO p o litica l support. B u t they have been in te rven ing  in  labor 
disputes to  “ hold the lin e  on wages”  —  invok ing  a ll the  b ipartisan 
a n ti- la b o r laws —  p rac tica lly  from  the day Kennedy took office, 
and th is  continues under Johnson.

The day a fte r p u b lic ly  opposing Johnson’s policy on wages 
the  A F L -C IO  tops announced they w ou ld  endorse a presidentia l 
candidate on Sept. 1. We are revealing no secret in  noting  tha t 
once again they w i l l  endorse the Democratic candidate, the very 
m an whose po licy of wage restra in ts they unanim ously c la im  to 
oppose.

W orkers who seriously w an t to fig h t government ham string­
ing  o f th e ir  b read -and -bu tte r struggle can ce rta in ly  see th a t the 
labor brass’s po licy is absurd and self-defeating. They should 
register th e ir  objections to  Johnson and to  the labor m isleaders’ 
subservience to h im  by vo ting  fo r D eB erry and Shaw, candidates 
o f the Socialist W orkers Party.

Witch-Hunt Victim Given Year 
For 'Contempt' o f N.H. Court
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Shah of Iran: A  Bloody Tyrant
By Parvaneh Sliargh

T he Shah o f Ira n  is a r r iv in g  in  
the  U n ite d  States fo r  a m u lt ip u r ­
pose v is it  June 4. A lre a d y  the 
huge propaganda m achine he con­
tro ls  is in  f u l l  opera tion. So th is  
is a good tim e  to  expose and an­
alyze the Ira n ia n  s itua tion .

Ira n  once was the cen ter o f the 
P ers ian E m p ire . I ts  w r it te n  h is­
to ry  goes back 3,000 years. I t  has 
an area o f 628,060 square m iles 
(abou t tw ic e  the  size o f Texas) 
and a po p u la tio n  o f 20,633,000 
(U N  estim ate, 1960). I t  is  one o f 
the  p o te n tia lly  riches t countries  in  
the  M id d le  East w ith  present o il 
roya ltie s  o f about $400,000,000 a 
year and a w e a lth  o f o th e r n a tu ra l 
resources.

T he  Ira n ia n  C o ns titu tio n  of 
1906 p rov ides fo r  a c o n s titu tio n a l 
m onarchy w ith  the  executive  
powers in  a p rim e  m in is te r and 
cab inet d ire c t ly  responsib le to  tw o  
Houses o f P a rliam en t.

A  la nd  endowed w ith  a m oder­
ate c lim a te , enough la nd  fo r  its  
popu la tion , a w e a lth  o f n a tu ra l 
resources, and a c o n s titu tio n  th a t 
p rom ises dem ocracy, w o u ld  seem 
to  h o ld  in  store fo r  its  people a 
b r ig h t fu tu re .

W hy  is  i t  then th a t in  th is  same 
la n d  85% o f the  people are i l ­
lite ra te , th a t pe r cap ita  incom e is 
abou t $70 pe r year, th a t the  death 
ra te  o f c h ild re n  stands a t 50% and 
l i fe  expectancy is 28 years, th a t 
60% o f the  fa rm ers  ow n no land 
whatsoever?

H o w  can i t  be th a t freedom  o f 
press, assem bly and expression 
are com p le te ly  supressed, th a t a 
d ic ta to r has made the  con s titu tion  
meaningless, th a t thousands o f 
Ira n ia n  p a trio ts  have been im ­
prisoned, to r tu re d  and k il le d  fo r  
dem anding th e ir  r ig h ts  as hum an 
beings?

In  1921 the present Shah’s fa ­
the r, K in g  Reza, then o n ly  an 
a rm y  o ffic e r, le d  a coup d ’etat. In  
1925 he ob ta ined d ic ta to r ia l p o w ­
ers fro m  the  p a rlia m e n t and had 
h im s e lf designated Shah o f Ira n  —  
the f ir s t  o f the  P a h la v i dynasty. 
F ro m  1925 to  1941 Reza Shah 
ru le d  w ith  absolute pow er, ig n o r­
in g  the  c o n s titu tio n  o f 1906. In  
1941, forces o f the  S ov ie t U n ion  
and G rea t B r ita in  jo in t ly  occupied 
Ira n . The re su lt was K in g  Reza’s 
abd ica tion  in  fa v o r o f h is eldest 
son M oham m ed Reza, the  present 
Shah.

New Government
In  the  new  Shah’s f i r s t  decade 

o f ru le  tensions grew . In  1951, 
D r. M oham m ed Mossadegh be­
came P rim e  M in is te r  and im m e­
d ia te ly  set abou t to  change I ra n ’s 
sad cond ition .

T he  m ost pressing p ro b lem  was 
fo re ig n  in fluence . Mossadegh saw 
th is  as the  basis o f m any o ther 
Ira n ia n  problem s. S pec ifica lly , 
E ng lish  o il in te rests became his 
ta rg e t since m ost revenue fro m  
I ra n ’s o il w e n t to  G rea t B r ita in  
w h ile  Persians w e n t h u ng ry . H e 
the re fo re  na tiona lized  pe tro leum  
and was then  faced w ith  a c rue l 
boyco tt b y  the com bined W estern 
powers.

B u t Mossadegh b ro ug h t the  gov­
e rn m en t to  the  people in  a w ay 
neve r be fore a ttem pted  in  Ira n . 
R icha rd  W . C otton, in  h is  excep­
t io n a lly  pe rcep tive  book, N a tio n a l­
ism  in  Ira n , w rite s : “ I t  is no  ex­
aggeration to  say th a t fo r  the  f ir s t  
t im e  in  Ira n ’s v e ry  long  h is to ry , 
a na tio n a l leader had appeared 
w ho  en joyed the  respect, devotion, 
and lo y a lty  o f the  vast m a jo r ity  o f 
p o lit ic a lly  aw are Iran ian s .”

The Shah, seeing the  po te n tia l 
danger to  h is  pow er, dism issed 
Mossadegh in  the  sum m er o f 1952. 
Teheran, the  cap ita l, and a ll 
m a jo r c itie s  in  Ira n , rose in  open 
re vo lt. The Shah was fo rced  to 
ca ll Mossadegh back and he h im ­
se lf f led  to  Europe.

A f te r  th is  v ic to ry  Mossadegh 
tu rn e d  h is  e ffo rts  tow a rd  I ra n ’s 
in te rn a l problem s, n o ta b ly  la nd  re ­
fo rm . In  so do ing he in c u rre d  the 
h a tred  o f the  w e a lth y  la nd lo rd s  so 
long secure in  I ra n ’s feuda lism .

Opposed to  Mossadegh there  
emerged a u n ite d  f ro n t  o f feudal 
land lo rds, the  Shah’s forces and 
the W estern powers.

P rim e  M in is te r  M ossadegh’s 
reg im e d id  n o t la s t long. In  1953 
Ira n ’s o n ly  progressive and dem o­
c ra tic  governm ent in  years was 
destroyed by  a coup sponsored and 
financed b y  the  U.S. C entra l In ­
te lligence Agency (the  C IA  con­
tr ib u te d  $20 m il l io n  fo r  the  c o u p ), 
the m ilita r is ts  and the land lo rds  
opposed to  land  re fo rm . The Shah 
f le w  back fro m  Europe and D r. 
Mossadegh was im prisoned  be­
cause, in  the w ords o f U.S. Su­
prem e C ourt Justice  Douglas, 
“ . . . he tr ie d  to  in tro du ce  democ­
racy  fo r  the  f ir s t  tim e  in to  P e r­
s ian v illages.”

S ix  years la te r on M ay 9, 1959, 
the respected B r it is h  jo u rn a l New  
Statesm an  in  a fro n t-p a g e  ed i­
to r ia l,  made the fo llo w in g  state­
m en t about the Shah:

“ In  1953, fe a rin g  rough tre a t­
m en t a t the  hands o f h is  subjects, 
he scuttled  o u t o f Teheran and 
la te r was re-im posed fo llo w in g  a 
m il i ta r y  coup arranged b y  the 
State D epartm ent. H e now  ru les  
n e a rly  20 m il l io n  people thanks to  
a la rge  a rm y, the  m ost e ff ic ie n t 
secret po lice  in  the M id d le  East, 
and a team  o f F .B .I. advisers.”

Real Crackdown
W ith  the  Shah’s re tu rn  in  1953 

came a rea l crackdow n on free ­
doms. I t  appeared he was m ak ing  
sure the re  w o u ld  be no m ore  
th rea ts  to  h is  pos ition . On one 
hand he had to  co n tro l the  Ira n ia n  
people; b u t on the  other, he 
needed fo r  p u b lic  op in ion  in  the  
W est —  especia lly in  the U.S. —  
a false im age as a progressive 
m onarch to  ob ta in  fo re ign  a id  in  
the  desired am ounts.

T h is  s p lit  between re a lity  and 
appearance has w idened and be­
come in creas ing ly  im p o rta n t and 
p o te n tia lly  dangerous to  the Shah 
w ith  each passing day.

O n ly  tw o  elem ents in  the  coun­
t r y  today support the  Shah’s v i ­
cious reg im e: the  200,000-man
a rm y  and the massive po lice  force. 
M ost o f the  n a tion a l budget goes 
to  suppo rt the arm y.

The a rm y ’s purpose was c le a rly  
stated in  a le tte r  b y  S enator H u ­
b e rt H u m p h re y  in  Newsweek  o f 
M ay  1961. H e w ro te : “ D o you 
kn o w  w h a t the  head o f the 
Ira n ia n  a rm y  to ld  one o f ou r peo­
ple? H e said the  a rm y  is in  good 
shape, thanks  to  U.S. a id  —  i t  
was now  capable o f cop ing w ith  
the  c iv ilia n  popu la tion . T h a t a rm y  
isn ’t  p la n n in g  to  f ig h t  Russians. 
I t ’s p la n n in g  to  f ig h t  the  Ira n ia n  
peop le."

A n d  so i t  d id . The  fo llo w in g  
are exam ples.

A n  eyewitness reports  the a t­
tack  on Teheran U n iv e rs ity  in  
O ctober 1954: “ Sold iers entered 
the  classroom w ith  m ach ine guns, 
in su lte d  the  professor, and, choos­
in g  tw o  students a t random , beat 
them  in  f ro n t  o f everyone else. A l l  
the  students came o u t o f class as 
a pro test. The sold iers opened 
f ir e  on us k i l l in g  th ree  students 
im m e d ia te ly  and w o un d in g  m any, 
m any others. M ost o f those re ­
m a in in g  w ere  rounded up, beaten 
and taken to  p rison .”

In  Jan ua ry  1962, the  m ost b ru ta l 
assault on Teheran U n iv e rs ity  took 
place. In  pro test against th is  sav­
agery the  chance llo r o f the  u n i­
v e rs ity  and the  depa rtm en t heads 
resigned. In  h is  Jan. 21, 1962 le t­
te r  o f res igna tion , the C hancellor, 
D r. A . Farhad, recounted the 
events o f th a t tra g ic  day.

“ M r. P rim e  M in is te r: P u rsuan t 
to  o u r conversation, a t 1:00 a.m. 
sold iers and para troopers occupied 
Teheran U n iv e rs ity . There  was no 
reason o r excuse fo r  the v io la tio n  
o f the r ig h ts  o r regu la tions o f the 
u n iv e rs ity .

“ The sold iers and paratroopers 
a fte r  e n try  attacked boys and g ir ls  
in d is c r im in a te ly  . . . m any o f the  
students w e re  beaten to  the p o in t 
o f death.

“ I  have never seen o r heard  o f 
so m uch c ru e lty , sadism, a tro c ity

and vanda lism  on the p a rt o f gov­
e rnm en t forces. Some o f the g ir ls  
in  the  class room s w ere  c r im in a lly  
attacked b y  the soldiers.

“ W hen w e inspected the U n iv e r­
s ity  b u ild in gs  w e w ere  faced w ith  
a s itu a tio n  as i f  an a rm y  o f ba r­
ba rians had invaded an enemy te r­
r ito ry .

“ Books w ere to rn , shelves were 
broken, ty p e w rite rs  smashed, lab- , 
o ra to ry  equ ipm en t stolen o r de­
stroyed ; desks, chairs, doors, w in ­
dows and w a lls  w ere  vanda lized 
b y  the troops f ig h t in g  un -a rm ed  
students and w ith o u t in te rfe rence  
fro m  th e ir  o ffice rs.

B ruta lity  Against People
“ Even the  U n iv e rs ity  hosp ita l 

has not been im m une fro m  the 
soldiers. M any o f the  nurses and 
pa tien ts  w ere  e ith e r beaten o r 
wounded. The same p a tte rn  was 
fo llo w e d  in  the fa c u lty  c lu b  and 
the  fo re ign  students d o rm ito ry . A t  
the present a great nu m ber o f s tu ­
dents are severely in ju re d  and 
are pa tien ts a t the U n iv e rs ity  hos­
p ita l.

“ As the  C hance llo r o f the U n i­
ve rs ity , also as the rep resenta tive  
o f the  fa c u lty  and the  s tudent 
body, I  take  th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to  
p ro tes t against th is  a trocious and 
c r im in a l action. M eanw h ile , as 
long  as the responsib le in d iv id u a ls  
are n o t punished, fo r  th e ir  beastly 
action, I  and a ll the  deans o f the 
colleges sub m it o u r res igna tion .”

A n d  on June 6, 1962, the A m e r­
ican news service U P I reported  
fro m  Teheran: “ The Shah issued 
sh o o t-to -k ill orders today to  thou­
sands o f troops m ann ing  tanks and 
cha tte rin g  m achine guns.”  E s ti­
mates o f the death to l l  stood a t 
several thousands; fo r  the  troops 
f ire d  p o in t-b la n k  in to  the  dem on­
stra tors. T h is  outrageous act was 
com m itted , said the  Shah’s forces, 
because the dem onstra tors were 
“ re lig iou s  fana tics”  opposing land 
re fo rm  and the extension o f w o m ­
en’s r ig h ts , when, in  fact, they 
w e re  p a tr io t ic  Iran ian s  fro m  a ll 
w a lks  o f l i fe  —  professors, stu­
dents, businessmen, w o rke rs  and 
peasants w ho  opposed the b ru ta l 
and d ic ta to r ia l reg im e under 
w h ic h  th e y  liv e d , and w ere  de­
m and ing  the  m ost e lem entary  h u ­
m an rig h ts .

The m ethods o f the  Shah’s po­
lice  are revealed b y  th is  le tte r  
fro m  a Teheran prison :

“ I  was arrested in  Teheran and 
taken to  a to r tu re  cham ber on 
Thursday, 17 Dec. 1963, a t 11:30 
p.m. I  am n o t m em ber o f any 
p o lit ic a l p a rty . I  had ju s t a rr iv e d  
fro m  Esfehan and was c a rry in g  a 
suitcase w h ic h  had been trus ted  
to  me by  a fr ie n d  in  Esfehan fo r  
d e liv e ry  to  a ce rta in  person in  
Teheran. I  understand th a t the 
suitcase contained record o f p ro ­
ceedings o f the  p u b lic  treason 
tr ia ls  in  progress in  Teheran.

Electric Oven
“ The in te rro g a to r s ta rted  ques­

tio n in g  me a t 12:00 p.m. the  same 
evening. I  answered a ll o f his 
questions to  the  best o f m y  k n o w l­
edge. H e then proceeded w ith  
questions concern ing m atte rs  of 
w h ic h  I  had no know ledge a t a ll.
I  had to  confess m y  ignorance a t 
w h ic h  tim e  he sta rted  a t f i r s t  by  
s lapp ing  me ha rd  on the  face and 
bea ting  m y  r ig h t  and le f t  hand 
w ith  h is c lub . He w o u ld  ask ques­
tions w h ile  repea ting  th is  proce­
du re  over and ove r again. H e then 
m ade me taken o f f  m y  clothes and 
s it nude on an e le c tr ic  oven. He 
m oved the  ho t p la tes close to  m y  
organs a t w h ich  p o in t I  fa in ted . 
A f te r  I  recovered he con tinued 
asking  fu r th e r  questions. A t  th is  
t im e  w ith  tw o  assistants the y  
stretched m e on the  rack. He 
poured acid in to  a la rge  con ta iner 
in  w h ic h  he d ipped his c lub. They 
tw is ted  m y  arm s w h ile  ho ld ing  
them  upw ards. I  cou ld hear m y 
jo in ts  crack; no t m uch room  was 
le f t  be fore b re a k in g  them . They 
w ere  t ry in g  to  p lace the  c lub  
w h ic h  was d ipped in  acid  in  . . .
I  fa in ted  once m ore. B y  th is  tim e  
the y  succeeded in  m a k in g  me sign

papers o f the  contents o f w h ich  
I  am  com p le te ly  unaw are.

“ A l l  th is  took  place between 
12:00 p.m. and 6:30 a.m. o f the 
F rid a y , 18 Dec. 1963. (s igned) 
Hassan O boudiat, 23 Dec. 1963.”

T he m agn itude  o f c r im in a l acts 
com m itted  b y  the  Shah’s forces is 
staggering. A n d  y e t the  Shah per­
sists in  t ry in g  to  p o rtra y  h im se lf 
as a progressive ru le r . T o  p ro ­
m ote th is  image, he has a huge p ro ­
paganda m ach ine in  the  U.S. In  
the U.S. A tto rn e y  G enera l’s re­
p o rt to Congress i t  is  disclosed 
th a t the  am ounts spent by  the 
Shah’s agents in  th is  c o u n try  
c lim b  in to  the  m illio n s . Th is, com ­
b ined  w ith  the  com ple te censor­
sh ip  in  Ira n , creates q u ite  an e f­
fe c tive  too l. A n d  y e t w ho  can say 
w hen the  spark o f t ru th  —  w h ic h  
is b u rn in g  ye t in  the  hearts o f 
Iran ian s  —  w i l l  f la re  up and con­
sume the w ho le  w eb o f fa lse­
hoods?

U.S. Backs D ic ta to r
U n de r the  guise o f f ig h t in g  com ­

m un ism , the  U.S. has pum ped huge 
sums o f m oney in to  Ira n . The 
m oney has m ys te rio us ly  d isap­
peared —  o r n o t so m yste rious ly , 
since m ost o f i t  has been safe ly 
deposited in  the Shah’s accounts 
in  Swiss banks and in  the  pockets 
o f greedy governm ent o ffic ia ls .

D ire c t ly  a fte r  the  1953 coup, 
E isenhow er poured m oney in to  
Ira n  a t an aston ish ing ra te  (abou t 
$5 m il l io n  a m on th  fo r  three 
yea rs ). N o w  the  House C om m ittee 
on G overnm en t O pera tions reports  
th a t A m erican  a id  was a d m in i­
stered in  such “ a loose, slipshod 
and unbus inesslike  m anne r”  th a t 
“ i t  is now  im possib le  —  w ith  any 
accuracy —  to  te ll w h a t became 
o f these funds.”

The p r im a ry  reason fo r  the  U.S. 
stand in  th is  m a tte r is no t con ta in ­
m en t o f any C om m unis t th rea t, as 
i t  w o u ld  have its  c itizens be lieve, 
b u t is instead d ire c t ly  re la ted  to 
U.S. o il in te rests in  Ira n . The U.S. 
o i l com panies s im p ly  w i l l  n o t le t 
Ira n ia n  o il s lip  th rou gh  th e ir  f in ­
gers. A n d  the  Shah is a w i l l in g  
puppet. So w ho  can lose? The U.S. 
companies get the  o il;  the  Shah 
gets m oney. W ho can lose? —  the 
b rokenhearted  Ira n ia n  people.

So i t  bo ils  dow n to  a shocking 
set o f c lear facts about the U.S. 
ro le  in  Ira n :

1) The U.S. in s ta lle d  and now  
sponsors an u n b e lie va b ly  crue l 
d ic ta to rsh ip  in  Ira n .

2) U.S. o ff ic ia ls  are aw are o f 
cond itions in  Ira n  a lthough  the 
Shah’s propaganda do lla rs  b lin d  
A m e rica n  taxpayers.

3) U.S. o i l in te rests d ic ta te  th is  
po licy .

In  the m id s t o f th is  tang le  o f 
co rru p tio n , o i l in terests and po­
l i t ic a l m aneuvers sits the  Shah 
w ith  h is  prom ises o f a “ w h ite  re v ­
o lu tio n ,”  a “ re v o lu tio n  fro m  the

top.”  The m ost w id e ly  pu b lic ize d  
e lem ent o f th is  “ progress”  in  Ira n  
is  the Shah’s la n d -re fo rm  p ro ­
gram . The fo llo w in g  s ta tis tics  e x ­
pose th is  land  re fo rm  as a com ­
p le te  fra u d :

T o ta l Ira n ia n  v illag es  58,000 
Belong to  sm a ll la n d ­

ow ners .......................... 15,000
R e lig ious p ro p e rty  .... 6,000
Shah’s personal la nd  .. 4,000
G rea t la nd lo rd s  ..........  33,000
T he Shah’s “ la n d -re fo rm ”  p ro ­

g ram  is  a im ed a t the  33,000 v i l ­
lages w h ich  be long to  the  g reat 
land lo rds. So fa r  2,500 o f those 
v illages  have been sold to  peasants 
on an in s ta llm e n t basis. T h a t 
leaves 30,500 to go and the p ro ­
gram  is now  a t a s ta n d s till.

The Shah h im s e lf has supposed­
ly  set the  exam ple  by  d is tr ib u tin g  
p a rt o f h is  ow n land  to  g ra te fu l 
peasants. A c tu a lly , he sold them  
on an in s ta llm e n t basis and has 
a lready co llected m uch m oney and 
deposited i t  in  fo re ign  banks —  
ju s t in  case. I t  is  in te re s tin g  to  
note, how ever, th a t o f h is 3,700,000 
acres, 3,000,000 have been set 
aside fo r  the c row n  prince .

To com ple te the  p ic tu re  o f th is  
“ re fo rm in g ”  Shah, consider the  
fo llo w in g  exce rp t fro m  an a rtic le  
b y  M ichae l P a rrish , a fa c u lty  
m em ber a t In d ia n a  U n iv e rs ity , in  
the  Decem ber 1962 issue o f the  
m agazine M in o r ity  o f One:

“ The Shah has the m onopo ly  on 
a ll op ium  p lan ta tions. In  1953, 
he ro in  was v ir tu a lly  u n kn o w n  in  
Ira n . Today an estim ate  20% o f 
Iran ian s  un de r th ir t y  are addicted. 
Instead o f o ld  fash ioned op ium , 
the m ore e ff ic ie n t he ro in  was in ­
troduced and each yea r m illio n s  
o f do lla rs  reach the  Shah’s pocket 
th rou gh  th is  channel . . . The n a r­
cotics business is n o t con fined  to  
Ira n . T w o  years ago, the  Swiss 
po lice  arrested the  Shah’s sister, 
Princess A sh ra f, fo r  h a v in g  sev­
e ra l suitcases f u l l  o f he ro in . The 
F .B .I. and the U.S. Customs De­
p a rtm e n t k n o w  th a t I ra n  is  the  
greatest source o f na rco tics  sm ug­
g led in to  th is  cou n try , b u t the  
Shah is an a lly  and w e  can’t  a f­
fo rd  to antagonize h im .”

Ira n  today is on th e  b r in k  o f 
p o lit ic a l upheava l. Ira n ia n s  have 
heard prom ises o f re a l re fo rm s  fo r  
years b u t no  resu lts  have been 
fo rthcom ing . Each yea r the  Shah 
changes h is  p rim e  m in is te r and 
asks the  Persians to  g ive  the  new  
m an a chance to  p rove  h is  m erits . 
He is s ta llin g  fo r  t im e  —  b u t h is  
days in  pow e r are num bered.

The Ira n ia n s  are now  asking  
how  the v e ry  pe rson ifica tio n  o f 
co rru p tio n  can f ig h t  c o rru p tio n  —  
how  a reg im e so u t te r ly  e v il can 
prom ote  re fo rm s  —  how  a decay­
in g  d ic ta to rsh ip  can o ffe r  them  
hope fo r  a b r ig h te r  fu tu re . They 
cannot w a it  long. T hey  are s u f­
foca ting  and need to  b reathe the  
fresh  a ir  o f freedom  now .
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The Southern Primaries

Negroes Seek Politica l Voice
B y  F re d  H a ls te a d

The c iv il- r ig h ts  m ovem ent in  the 
Deep South, and p a r t ic u la r ly  in  
M iss iss ipp i, is in vo lve d  th is  elec­
t io n  yea r in  some p o lit ic a l a c t iv i­
ties th a t deserve com m ent.

A s an o u tg ro w th  o f the  Negro 
vo te r-re g is tra tion  d rives  sparked 
b y  the S tuden t N o n v io le n t Co­
o rd in a tin g  C om m ittee, s ix  Negroes 
in  th ree  Deep South states are 
ru n n in g  fo r  Congress and are on 
the  B a llo t  in  the D em ocra tic  P a rty  
p rim a rie s . N om ina tions fo r  the 
U.S. House o f Representatives are 
be ing  sought in  M iss iss ipp i by  M rs. 
Fann ie  L o u  H a m m er o f R u le v ille , 
Rev. John E rie  Cam eron o f H a t­
tiesburg , and James M . H ouston o f 
V icksb u rg . N o m in a tio n  fo r  the U.S. 
Senate seat no w  he ld  by  rac is t 
Sen. John C. S tennis is be ing con­
tested by  M rs. V ic to r ia  G ra y  o f 
H a ttie sbu rg .

I n  A labam a, M rs. A m e lia  P. 
B oyn ton  o f Selma is ru n n in g  in  
the  4 th  Congressional d is tr ic t,  and 
in  G eorgia, the  noted c iv il- r ig h ts  
a tto rney, C. B. K in g  o f A lb an y , is 
ru n n in g  in  the state ’s second d is­
t r ic t .  In  ad d ition , A . C. C o lfie ld  of 
H a lifa x  C ounty, N o rth  C a ro lina  is 
ru n n in g  a w r ite - in  cam paign in  the 
Congressional p r im a ry  contest.

The M iss iss ipp i c iv il- r ig h ts  can­
didates are m em bers o f the  new ly- 
fo rm e d  Freedom  D em ocratic  P a rty  
w h ic h  is be ing organized on a 
grass-roots le v e l b y  the  C o n fe r­
ence o f Federated O rgan iza tions 
(C O FO ) whose cha irm an  is D r. 
A a ro n  H e n ry . They have an­
nounced th a t i f  the y  lose in  the 
p rim aries , the y  w i l l  ru n  as cand i­
dates o f the  new  p a rty  in  the  gen­
e ra l e lection  in  N ovem ber.

The fa c t th a t Negroes are seek­
in g  fed e ra l o ffice  fro m  these states 
fo r  the  f ir s t  tim e  since Reconstruc­
t io n  is a h is to r ic  developm ent and 
a good th in g . T he  ta c tic  o f ru n ­
n in g  in  the D em ocra tic  P a rty  p r i­
m aries, how ever, is ano the r m at­
te r.

S ou thern  Negroes, o f course, are 
q u ite  aw are o f the  fac t th a t the 
D em ocra tic  P a rty  is the  p a r ty  o f 
w h ite  ra c is t ty ra n n y  in  the  South. 
B u t the re  are m any elem ents in  
and a round the c iv il- r ig h ts  m ove­
m ent, in c lu d in g  the m ore t im id  
leaders, w ho  are t ry in g  to sell the

Aaron Henry

fa lse idea th a t th is  w h ite-suprem - 
acist in s tru m e n t o f oppression can 
som ehow be transfo rm ed. Those 
w h o  advocate s tay ing  in  the  D em ­
ocra tic  P a rty  do so because they 
fea r a re a lly  fun dam e n ta l change. 
T hey  spread the  illu s io n  th a t the 
D em ocra tic  P a rty  in  the N o rth  is 
n o t responsib le fo r  w h a t the  D em ­
ocra tic  P a rty  in  the South does. 
They say th a t some day the  “ l ib ­
e ra ls”  w i l l  force the  D ix iec ra ts  
o u t o f the p a rty  o r ou t o f th e ir  
positions o f con tro l and decisive 
in fluence . T h is  is pu re  hogwash.

The D em ocratic  P a rty  in  the 
N o rth  is the same p a r ty  as th a t in  
the  South. The d iffe rence  is s im p­
ly  a d iv is io n  o f labor. The South­
e rn  Dem ocrats m ake no bones 
about th e ir  w h ite-suprem acy, the 
N o rth e rn e rs  are m ore h yp o c ritica l. 
B u t they be long to the same p a rty  
and w hen D em ocratic  congress­
men —  in c lu d in g  the libe ra ls  and 
the few  Negroes —  go to  W ash­
ing ton , the y  a ll vo te  to  p u t the 
S outhern racists a t the  head o f 
m ost com m ittees.

The s im p le  t ru th  is th a t bo th  
the  D em ocra tic  and R epublican 
pa rties  are con tro lled  by  b ig  bus i­
ness. T hey  are bo th  ca p ita lis t p a r­
ties, devoted to  m a in ta in in g  the

p ro f i t  system and the racism  and 
co lon ia lism  i t  fa ttens on.

The agreem ent made in  1877 
between the  D em ocra tic  and 
R epublican parties, between the 
cap ita lis ts  o f the N o rth  and the 
cap ita lis ts  o f the  South, to  keep 
the  Negroes as a source o f cheap 
labo r, s t i l l  stands.

The Negroes w ho are ru n n in g  in  
the D em ocra tic  p rim a rie s  in  the 
South have no illu s io n  th a t they  
w i l l  w in  the nom inations. They 
are ru n n in g  to estab lish a tra d i­
t io n  o f Negro p o lit ic a l action  and 
to take advantage o f the  e lections 
to  educate th e ir  people. B u t w here  
the re  are genera l elections, the 
same th in g  can be done w ith o u t 
sow ing illu s ion s  about the D em ­
ocra tic  P a rty .

The m ovem ent fo r  ju s tice  and 
ra c ia l e q u a lity  can never accom­
p lis h  its  aim s w ith in  the cap ita lis t 
p a r ty  system. I t  can neve r libe ra te  
the S outhern  N egro —  o r b u ild  an 
e ffec tive  a lliance  w ith  poor South­
e rn  w h ites  —  w h ile  i t  is  trapped 
in to  suppo rting  the v e ry  system 
designed to  e x p lo it them .

A n o th e r aspect o f the  “ M issis­
s ip p i P ro je c t”  sponsored b y  COFO 
is the  p lan  b y  the  Freedom  D em ­
ocra tic  P a rty  to  e lect a s la te  o f 
representatives to the  D em ocra tic  
P a r ty  n a tion a l conven tion  and to 
cha llenge the  seating o f the reg­
u la r  —  th a t is the w h ite  rac is t —  
delegation.

I f  the N egro de legation goes 
there  w ith  an uncom prom is ing  re ­
solve to  expose the S outhern de le­
gations fo r  the  rac is ts  th e y  are 
and the  N o rth e rn  delegations as 
the co llabora to rs  o f these racists, 
th is  tac tic  can be v e ry  e ffec tive . 
A c tu a lly , the o n ly  reason any 
c iv il- r ig h ts  f ig h te r  should eve r get 
near the D em ocra tic  P a rty  is to 
em barrass it ,  weaken it ,  b reak i t  
up  and w in  aw ay any decent peo­
ple  sucked in  by  it .

Independent p o lit ic a l action  by 
the Negro people can fo rce  the  la ­
bo r m ovem ent to s ta rt on the  
same course. T h a t’s the  road to  
an e ffe c tive  N egro-labor a lliance . 
B u t the re  w i l l  be no th in g  b u t 
fa ilu re  and d is illu s io n m e n t as long 
as the  forces o f social change re ­
m a in  trapped w ith in  the  p a rty  o f 
Eastland, B y rd , Russell and John­
son.

World Events
Bolivian Election Crisis

A  serious cris is  is lo om in g  over 
the  p re s id en tia l e lections sched­
u led  in  B o liv ia  fo r  M a y  31. A l l  
p o lit ic a l pa rties  except th a t o f 
P res iden t Paz Estenssoro, w ho  is 
ru n n in g  fo r  re-election, are boy­
c o ttin g  the  elections. Paz, how ever, 
has re fused the  dem and to  post­
pone the elections fo r  a year. H is  
m a in  opponent, Juan  Lechín , w ho 
has le f t -w in g  and la b o r support, 
said rece n tly  th a t h o ld in g  the  elec­
tions w o u ld  s ta r t a po pu la r m ove­
m en t to  topp le  Paz.

The  Paz governm ent, backed by  
the  B o liv ia n  a rm y  and the  U.S., 
is  spread ing rum o rs  th a t “ Cuban 
agents”  p la n  to  assassinate the  
president. T h is  is p ro b a b ly  m eant 
to  prepare  fo r  a ro u n d -u p  o f op ­
ponents on ph on y eharges o f a 
“ p ro -C astro  p lo t.”

Labor Party Backs W ar
B r it is h  L a b o r P a rty  leader 

H a ro ld  W ilson  re ce n tly  b ro ug h t 
w o rr ie d  U.S. o ff ic ia ls  some deep 
re lie f.

T hey  w ere  w o rr ie d  b y  the  “ su r­
p r is in g  am oun t o f opposition  to 
hang ing  on to  A den a t a l l costs.”  
T h is  opposition  has developed in  
B r ita in  since the  people o f th a t 
B r it is h  colony in  the  M id w e s t re ­
sorted to  an arm ed u p ris in g  to 
w in  independence and p o lit ic a l 
and econom ic r ig h ts , long  denied 
them  un de r B r it is h  ru le .

E ven  pro-C ohserva tive  papers 
have questioned the need fo r  A den

as a m il i ta ry  base. A n d  the use 
o f bombs, rockets and fig h te r 
planes against t r ib a l v illages  in  
the  rebe l area has disgusted m any 
B ritish e rs .

W ash ing ton is back ing  B r ita in ’s 
la tes t co lon ia l w a r, ju s t as i t  
backs the one in  M alaysia . “ The 
U.S. governm ent has to ld  o ff ic ia l 
B r it is h  v is ito rs  th a t i t  considers 
B r ita in ’s re ten tion  o f bases in  
S ingapore and A den as v ita l to 
the  W est’s ove r-a ll m il i ta ry  and 
p o lit ic a l positions,”  accord ing to  a 
M a y  13 New Y o rk  T im es  story.

These o ffic ia ls , says the  Tim es, 
w ere  “ apprehensive th a t a La b o r 
governm ent, to  free  its e lf  o f 
charges o f co lon ia lism , w o u ld  be 
tem pted to  g ive  up  the  base”  in  
Aden.

W ilson, how ever, b ro u g h t the 
L a b o r P a rty  in  f i r m ly  be h ind  the  
T o ry ’s im p e ria lis t ou tloo k  w hen 
he declared on M a y  12 th a t A den 
“ m ust be he ld  as an im p o rta n t 
base”  and ju s tif ie d  even the  m ost 
savage m il i ta r y  measures b y  say­
ing, “ B r it is h  troops m ust be safe­
guarded.”

As one com m enta tor p u t it ,  
W ilso n ’s s ta tem ent “ plugged an 
im p o rta n t ch in k  in  B r ita in ’s 
a rm o r.”

Allende Softens Stand?
D r. S a lvador A llende , w ho is 

favo re d  to  w in  the  e lections in  
C h ile  th is  fa ll ,  has re p o rte d ly  
softened h is stand on the ques­
t io n  o f n a tio n a liz in g  the  huge, 
U.S .-owned copper m ines.

C lif to n  D eB erry , S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  candidate fo r  p res ident 
o f the U.S. and the f ir s t  Negro 
nom ina ted  by  an A m erican  po­
l i t ic a l p a rty  fo r  th a t o ffice , spoke 
M ay  14 to an o v e rflo w  c ro w d  o f 
students a t the  San José College 
campus in  San José, C a lif. De­
B e rry  was in tro du ced  by  D r. 
L o w e ll C. P ra tt o f the  San José 
P o lit ic a l Science departm ent.

The SW P candidate discussed 
the problem s o f young  people 
g ro w in g  up in  a society w here  u n ­
em p loym ent is increas ing —  es­
p e c ia lly  fo r  teenagers, w here  auto­
m a tion  is d isp lac ing  40,000 w o rk ­
ers a week, w here  tho ugh t-con tro l 
is w idespread, and w here the po­
li t ic a l system is rigged to  m a in ­
ta in  g radua lism  in  c iv i l  r ig h ts .

D e B e rry  po in ted  o u t th a t young 
people are in c reas ing ly  in te rested 
in  ra d ica l ideas and are becom ing 
aw are th a t “ the  step to w a rd  in ­
dependent p o lit ic a l action  is the 
answer to these prob lem s.”

E a r lie r  the same day, the  can­
d ida te  spoke be fore the  S oc ia lis t 
D iscussion C lub  on the  O akland 
C ity  College campus. He em pha­
sized th a t the  p ro f i t  system 
w i l l  n o t g ive freedom  and th a t the 
road to  e q u a lity  is th rou gh  a basic 
social change.

D e B e rry  spoke a t the U n iv e rs ity  
o f C a lifo rn ia  in  B e rke le y  on M a y  
15, and la te r  th a t even ing ad­
dressed the M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o rum  
in  B e rke le y  on the  “ N egro C h a l­
lenge to the  Socia l O rde r.”  W h ile  
In  the  B ay  A rea, the  SW P nom inee 
received extens ive  newspaper, 
te lev is ion  and ra d io  coverage. 
Three te lev is ion  channels in te r ­
v iew ed  h im  M a y  12, as d id  rad io

Clifton DeBerry

stations K G O  and K S JS -FM  and 
the San Francisco C hron ic le  and 
O akland  T ribu ne .

A fte r  addressing the  M il i ta n t  
La b o r F o rum , D e B e rry  had a 
taped in te rv ie w  w ith  the D an ish  
Radio and T e lev is ion  Service.

F ro m  C a lifo rn ia , D e B e rry ’s to u r 
con tinued  to the .state o f W ash ing­
ton. There, he took tim e  o f f  fro m  
h is cam paign to  speak in  V an­
couver, B r it is h  C o lum bia , a t a 
M ay  17 m eeting  sponsored b y  the  
League fo r  S oc ia lis t A c tio n . He ex­
p la ined  to the Canadian audience 
the SW P p la tfo rm  and its  c a ll fo r  
f u l l  econom ic social and p o lit ic a l 
e q u a lity  and an end to  d is c r im in a ­
tio n  against Negroes and o the r 
m in o ritie s  in  the U.S.

Minn. W itch-Hunters Step Up 
Drive on Campus Liberties

A llende , candidate o f the F R A P  
—  an a lliance o f na tion a lis t, la bo r 
and soc ia lis t groups —  “ caused a 
s t ir  in  p o lit ic a l c irc les ,”  accord­
in g  to a M ay 19 New  Y o rk  T im es  
rep o rt, w hen he declared th a t na­
tio n a liza tio n  o f copper “ cannot be 
ca rried  ou t im m e d ia te ly ”  b u t “ re ­
qu ires the  r ig h t  cond itions and 
the  p ro pe r tim e .”

T h is  s ta tem ent came in  the w ake 
o f fears, expressed by  F R A P  
leaders, o f a B ra z il-typ e  m il ita ry  
coup d ’e ta t to p re ven t A lle n d e ’s 
m ovem ent fro m  com ing in to  o f­
fice.

Protest Korean Military
K orean  students are co n tin u in g  

th e ir  s trugg le  against the  c o rru p t 
and a u th o rita r ia n , U.S.-backed
m il i ta ry  reg im e, w h ich  re v ive d  
the  essence o f the  d ic ta to rsh ip  o f 
Syngm an Rhee n o t long  a fte r  s tu ­
den t protests had d riv e n  h im  out.

S tudents are be ing jo in e d  b y  
the  oppressed, unem ployed w o rk ­
ers t.o judge  b y  a M a y  20 New  
Y o rk  T im es  d ispa tch fro m  Seoul, 
w h ic h  reported  th a t ove r 1,000 
students and “ hundreds o f o the r 
persons clashed w ith  a strong 
fo rce  o f po licem en today.”

Sit-down Strikes in Peru
M e ta l w o rke rs  in  L im a , cap ita l 

o f Peru , occupied 22 factories the 
w eek o f M ay  18 in  s it-dow n s trikes 
to  back up demands fo r  pay in ­
creases. P olice re p o rte d ly  arrested 
over 160 persons.

M A Y  20 —  State Senator Don­
a ld  O. W rig h t, w ho ca lled  fo r  the 
c u rre n t in ves tig a tion  o f the  U n i­
v e rs ity  o f M innesota ’s h iring -and- 
f i r in g  po lic ies, today said he m ig h t 
dem and an in ves tig a tion  o f the 
u n iv e rs ity ’s s tudent paper and l i t ­
e ra ry  magazine.

W rig h t made his c a ll fo r  the 
cu rre n t probe in  the  m id s t o f a 
r ig h t-w in g  hue and c ry  against 
U  o f M  P rofessor M u lfo rd  Q. S ib­
ley, an outspoken socia list, p a c ifis t 
and cham pion o f c iv i l  libe rtie s .

W rig h t has been c r it ic iz e d  by 
the s tudent newspaper. He gave 
cause fo r  such c r it ic is m  la s t year 
w hen he accused the campus l i t ­
e ra ry  m agazine o f ha v in g  p r in te d  
a “ f i l th y ,  indecent and im m o ra l”  
sho rt s to ry  and also “ reca lled ”  th a t 
U  o f M  P res iden t W ilson  had 
apologized to  P re m ie r K hrushchev 
w hen a S ov ie t f la g  outside a tra v ­
e lin g  m edica l e x h ib it  was to rn  
down.

By Jim  Kessler
M IN N E A P O L IS  —  M ore  than 

250 U n iv e rs ity  o f M innesota  stu­
dents he ld  a ra l ly  M ay  15 to  p ro ­
test the  bann ing  o f a campus de­
bate between P ro f. M u lfo rd  Q. 
S ib le y  and P e te r Reiss, pres ident 
o f the  John B irc h  Society in  She­
boygan, W is. E a r lie r  in  the w eek 
U  o f M  P res iden t W ilso n  had 
backed Dean W illia m so n ’s “ post­
ponem ent”  o f the  debate. Because 
o f the  im p o s s ib ility  o f reschedul­
in g  a tim e  su itab le  to  bo th  speak­
ers, the “ postponem ent”  was in  e f­
fec t a cance lla tion . The adm in is ­
tra tio n ' a ttem pted to  ju s t i fy  its  ac­
tio n  b y  saying the  debate, sched­
u led fo r  M ay 18, w o u ld  have ap­
peared as a “ g ra tu itou s  a f f ro n t”  
to the state leg is la tu re  whose sub­
com m ittee  was to begin an inves­
tig a tio n  o f the u n iv e rs ity ’s h ir in g  
po lic ies on M ay  19.

In  p re ven ting  the  debate, Pres­
id en t W ilson  ove rru le d  the Sen­
ate C om m ittee  on S tuden t A ffa irs  
—  a facu lty -s tuden t body —  w h ich  
had reversed Dean W illia m s o n ’s 
decision.

The M innesota D a ily , the A m e r­

ican Association o f U n iv e rs ity  
Professors, and the  M innesota 
branch  o f the A m erican  C iv il 
L ib e rtie s  U n ion  opposed the post­
ponem ent.

Though fo u r  groups had o rig ­
in a lly  supported the r a l ly  p ro test­
in g  the  ban, bo th the Y oung 
A m ericans fo r  Freedom  and the 
R epub lican Association w ith d re w .

A t  the  ra l ly ,  George Tselos, 
spokesman fo r  the Y oung S oc ia lis t 
A llian ce , charged th a t b y  its  ac­
tion  the u n iv e rs ity  a d m in is tra tio n  
had tu rne d  its e lf in to  “ an open 
too l fo r  w itch-hunters-.”

P e te r Sederberg, p res iden t o f 
the  Y oung Dem ocrats, c r it ic iz e d  
the  a d m in is tra tio n ’s lack  o f respect 
fo r  the  students. P h il ip  Raup, 
M innesota  S tuden t Association 
senator, charged the u n iv e rs ity  
w ith  d e lib e ra te ly  v io la t in g  its  ow n 
p o lic y  on speakers. T he  r a l ly  was 
also addressed b y  P ro f. S ib ley , the 
sto rm  cen ter o f the c u rre n t w itch - 
hu n tin g . Several o the r scheduled 
speakers w ere  ra ined  out.

. . .  Harlem Parents
(Continued from  Page 1)

he ld  w ith  the c ity  o ff ic ia ls  to  d is ­
cuss the dem and fo r  the  t ra f f ic  
lig h t. Is iah  Robinson, cha irm an  o f 
the  P arents C om m ittee, disgusted 
b y  the s ta llin g  o f the c ity  o ffic ia ls , 
said: “ W e w i l l  have no m ore  m eet­
ings. W e w a n t a l ig h t. W e w i l l  
con tinue  th is  dem onstra tion  u n t i l  
w e  have a com m itm e n t th a t a 
l ig h t  w i l l  be in s ta lle d . W e’l l  be 
back to m o rro w , the  n e x t day and 
the n e x t day.”

M a y o r W agner f in a lly  said the 
lig h t  near P u b lic  School 133 w o u ld  
be in s ta lle d  as soon as possible. 
The m others rece ived the  m ayo r’s 
prom ise w ith  some skep tic ism . 
T h e ir  a tt itu d e  was th a t th e y ’d be­
lieve  i t  w hen the y  saw it .  T o ld  
th a t a t ra f f ic  l ig h t  costs $4,000, 
th e ir  reaction  was th a t i f  the  c ity  
cou ld  a ffo rd  to  cons truc t the  new  
Shea S tad ium  and he lp  finance  
the W o rld ’s F a ir, i t  cou ld  a ffo rd  
the t ra f f ic  lig h t.

Busy West Coast Schedule 
Boosts DeBerry Campaign
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[T h is  co lum n is an open fo ru m  
fo r  a l l v ie w p o in ts  on subjects o f 
genera l in te re s t to  o u r readers. 
Please keep y o u r le tte rs  b rie f. 
W here necessary they w i l l  be 
abridged . W rite rs ’ in it ia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being w ith h e ld  unless 
a u th o riza tio n  is g iven  fo r  use.]

Likes Rights Coverage
Bram alea, Canada 

U n fo rtu n a te ly  I  m isp laced the 
A p r i l  6 th  issue o f The M il ita n t  
be fore  I  was ab le to com plete it.

10 YE A R S  AGO 

IN TH E M I L I T A N T
“ W H Y  D ID  T H E  SUPR EM E 

C O UR T R U LE  ON M A Y  17 T H A T  
S E G R E G A TIO N  in  the  pu b lic  
schools was unconstitu tiona l?  W h y  
has the Pentagon in  the  la s t few  
years taken  steps to  end segrega­
t io n  in  the  arm ed forces?

“ Because they are lovers  o f de­
m ocracy, ju s tic e  and fa ir  play? 
Such an exp lana tion  w o u ld  raise 
m ore  questions than it  w o u ld  an­
swer. These judges read the Con­
s titu t io n  be fore 1954, and they  had 
num erous op po rtu n itie s  in  the 
past to  s tr ik e  dow n the  d is c r im ­
in a to ry  ‘separate-but-equal’ doc­
t r in e ;  b u t they  re fused to  do it .  
T he brass hats had p le n ty  o f 
chances to  stop segregation o f N e­
g ro  troops in  W o rld  W a r I I ,  and 
a fte r ; b u t they  s tu b b o rn ly  opposed 
any changes . . .

“ The re a l reasons are p o lit ic a l. 
T hey  are p rom pted  b y  (1 ) the 
pressure o f the  N egro people and 
th e ir  a llies, and (2 ) the  in te rn a ­
t io n a l d ip lo m a tic  and propaganda 
needs o f U.S. im p e ria lism . W ith ­
o u t bo th  these factors, the a n ti­
segregation moves in  the  schools 
and arm ed forces w o u ld  be incon­
ceivable. B u t the second o f these, 
in  o u r op in ion , exe rts  the  greater 
w e ig h t a t the  present tim e  . . .

“ To w in  do m in a tion  o f the 
w o rld , the  U.S. ru l in g  class f in a lly  
became convinced i t  w o u ld  have 
to  m ake some sacrifices and some 
changes a t hom e —  n o t m e re ly  in  
w ords, b u t also in  some actions. 
T h a t was the  rea l and m ost com ­
p e llin g  im petus fo r  th e  change in  
the  arm ed forces. T h a t was the 
rea l and ch ie f considera tion  in  the 
school decision.”  —  M ay  31, 1954.

20 YE A R S  AGO
“ IN  T H E  M ID S T  O F  A  FE R O ­

C IO U S A N T I-L A B O R  D R IV E  
w h ipp ed  u p  b y  B ig  Business, its  
p o lit ic a l agents in  W ash ing ton and 
Its  press, R.J. Thom as, p res ident 
o f the  U n ite d  A u to  W orkers , C IO , 
comes fo rw a rd  to  b las t the  m em ­
be rsh ip  o f h is  ow n un ion  w ith  am ­
m u n it io n  bo rrow e d  fro m  the  a r­
senal o f the  m ost ra b id  enemies of 
labo r. In  a s tatem ent issued las t 
week, Thom as un loads sole respon­
s ib i l i ty  fo r  a nu m ber o f w o rk  stop­
pages th a t have occurred in  recent 
weeks, on those U A W  m em bers 
and locals w ho  resisted the  de­
lib e ra te  p rovoca tion  o f the  auto 
barons, w ho  defended the un ion  
contracts and w h o  fo u g h t to  m a in ­
ta in  un ion  r ig h ts  and un io n  con­
d ition s  in  the  in d u s try .

“  ‘W ith in  recent weeks,’ says 
Thomas, ‘There  have been too 
m any w ild c a t strikes. P u b lic  op in ­
io n  has become in fla m e d  against 
o u r un ion. W o rd  o f these s trikes 
is go ing  to  o u r m illio n s  o f m en in  
u n ifo rm . O u r un io n  cannot su rv ive  
i f  the na tion  and ou r sold iers be­
lie v e  th a t we are ob s tru c ting  the 
w a r e ffo rts .’ . . .

“ The Thom as ‘s tab -in -the -back ’ 
s ta tem ent was released fo r  pub­
lic a tio n  ju s t a fe w  days a fte r  the 
In te rn a tio n a l E xecu tive  Board  o f 
the  U A W  . . . rem oved the  o ffice rs  
o f Lo ca l 490 . . . fo r  p a rtic ip a tin g  
in  an ‘unau tho rized ’ s tr ik e  against 
th e  C h rys le r C o rpo ra tion  . . . ”  —  
June  3, 1944.

I  w o u ld  be ve ry  g ra te fu l i f  you 
w o u ld  be so k in d  as to  f i l l  ou t 
m y  request fo r  th is  issue. I  should 
add th a t th is  ed itio n  was o f p a r­
t ic u la r  in te res t to  m e due to  the 
presen ta tion  o f the  S ocia lis t W o rk ­
ers p a r ty  p la tfo rm .

I  m ust com m end y o u r paper fo r  
its  extensive  coverage o f the c iv il-  
r ig h ts  strugg le , and I  found  y o u r 
a rtic les  on the  m ovem ent led  b y  
M a lco lm  X  e x tre m e ly  in te res ting , 
and I  m ust add, v e ry  surp ris ing . 
Y ou  m ay u n do ub te d ly  expect a 
renew a l o f m y  subscrip tion  w hen 
the  tim e  comes.

I  have enclosed ten cents fo r  
The M il i ta n t  and ano the r f i f t y  
cents fo r  a copy o f the  sp ring  issue 
o f the  In te rn a tio n a l S ocia lis t Re­
v iew .

B .M .
P.S. W ou ld  you  please send me 

y o u r read ing  lis t.

Battling Syracuse Chancellor
N ew  Y o rk , N .Y .

T h a t’s q u ite  a s to ry  abou t the 
chance llo r o f Syracuse U n iv e rs ity  
h it t in g  an a n ti-R O T C  dem onstra­
to r  w ith  h is  cane. T h is  is the 
fo u r th  t im e  re ce n tly  th a t the 
school has been in  the  news. P re ­
v ious p u b lic ity  in c luded  these 
item s:

1. P u tt in g  c iv il- r ig h ts  dem onstra­
to rs  on au tom atic  d is c ip lin a ry  
proba tion .

2. P riv ile g e d  tre a tm e n t o f a th ­
letes.

3. Lousy food w h ic h  p rom pted  
a studen t boyco tt o f food services. 
“ Food Services”  is the  nam e o f 
th e  concession th a t run s  the  s tu ­
dent cafeterias. S tudents pa y  the 
college a lu m p  sum  a t the beg in­
n in g  o f the  semester, a long w ith  a 
tu it io n  fee and d o rm ito ry  charge, 
and then take  th e ir  m eals in  the 
ca fe te ria . Some students have f ig ­
u re d  o u t th e y  cou ld eat a lo t  be t­
te r  in  re g u la r com m erc ia l restau­
ran ts  fo r  the  same m oney.

D o you rem em ber w a y  back in  
1935 w hen P res iden t Robinson o f 
C ity  College got in to  the  news fo r  
m uch the  same th ing?  I  don ’t  re ­
m em ber the  de ta ils  —  w h e th e r i t  
was d u r in g  a peace dem onstra­
t io n  o r an academic freedom  dem ­
on s tra tion  —  b u t fo re v e r a fte r  he 
was kno w n  as “ U m b re lla  R ob in ­
son.”

H is to ry  repeats its e lf  —  except 
the  cane has rep laced the  u m b re l­
la  w h ic h  is, no doub t, now  an 
obsolete weapon.

R.P.

Baltimore Laundry Union
B a ltim o re , M d.

The A F L -C IO  L a u n d ry  W orke rs  
has re ce n tly  w on  its  fo u rth  elec­
t io n  in  a ro w  in  its  successful a t­
te m p t to  organize la un d rie s  in  th is  
area. T h is  recent cam paign has 
been un de r w a y  fo r  ove r f iv e  
m onths w ith  the  p a rtic ip a tio n  o f 
c iv i l  r ig h ts  groups as the  C iv ic  
In te re s t G roup  and the B a ltim o re  
M in is te r ia l A llian ce .

M ore  tha n  90 pe r cent o f the 
la u n d ry  w o rke rs  are colored. T hey  
w o rk  long  hours unde r poor w o rk ­
in g  cond itions fo r  h o u r ly  wage 
rates o f fa r  less than  the $1.25 
fed e ra l m in im u m , since the  la u n ­
d ry  in d u s try  is exem pt fro m  the 
p rov is ions o f the  fede ra l F a ir  L a ­
b o r S tandards A c t w h ic h  estab­
lishes the  m in im u m  ra te  o f pay 
and m a x im u m  w o rk in g  hours.

A tte m p ts  in  the past to  organ­
ize these la un d rie s  have m et w ith

con tinued fa ilu re  and i t  appears 
th a t the  en trance o f c iv i l- r ig h ts  
groups in to  the s trugg le  has p layed 
an im p o rta n t p a rt in  th is  success.

G.C.

Workers' Meitiorial Day?
O range, C a lif.

W h y  don’t  we have a W orke rs ’ 
M e m o ria l D a y  to  pay respect to  
o u r fa llen?  T o  pay homage to  the 
m en and w om en w h o  are h u rt, 
c rip p le d  and k il le d  eve ry  year. 
T he  po lice  have a M e m o ria l D ay 
M a y  15.

People seem un de r the  im p res­
sion th a t w hen a w o rk e r  gets 
k il le d  o r h u r t  —  m any tim es be­
cause the  em p loyer d id n ’t  obey 
the  la w fu l sa fe ty  ru les  —  th a t i t  
is  ju s t too bad.

L e t us le t  the  p u b lic  kn o w  th a t 
be fore any p ro du c t reaches the 
m a rke t place o r the re  is any cou­
pon c lip p in g , the re  was pa in , in ­
ju ry ,  death to  countless w orkers .

C.G.

No-Strike Contract
N ew  Y o rk , N . Y .

I t  is w ith  h o rro r th a t I  read in  
today ’s New  Y o rk  T im es  [M a y  21] 
o f the  new  con trac t between the  
D u nb a r F u rn itu re  C o rpo ra tion  and 
the  U pho ls te re rs  In te rn a tio n a l 
U n io n  o f N o rth  A m erica . The con­
tra c t p rov ides th a t p ro du c tion  w i l l  
n o t cease in  the  event o f a s tr ik e  
o r lo cko u t; ra th e r, th a t a ce rta in

E m b a r r a s s i n g  M om en t —
“ W A S H IN G T O N , M ay 23 —  Be­
cause someone fo rg o t to th ro w  a 
sw itch , the  A to m ic  E nergy Com ­
m ission has los t $1 m il lio n  w o rth  
o f le th a l p lu to n iu m  som ewhere in  
space near A fr ic a . The loss was at 
f i r s t  concealed b u t i t  now  has be­
come a source o f p u b lic  em bar­
rassm ent and concern to the  com ­
m ission. T he  exact fa te  o f the 
rad io ac tive  m a te ria l is no t know n . 
The com m ission hopes i t  is f lo a t­
in g  sa fe ly  in  the  uppe r atm os­
phere.”  —  T he New Y o rk  T imes.

P e r s e c u t e d  —  A n ti-m e n ta l-  
he a lth  lite ra tu re  be ing c ircu la te d  
in  D a llas  charges th a t C om m unists 
have persuade the governm ent to 
b u ild  g ian t m en ta l in s titu tio n s  in  
A la ska  w here  a ll p o lit ic a l p rison ­
ers cou ld  be incarcera ted on 
grounds th e y  are insane. They 
also in s is t th a t the  m en ta l-hea lth  
m ovem ent is a M a rx is t e ffo r t  to  
sub s titu te  F reud  fo r  God.

S o ft B u t S im p le  —  A  House 
M il i ta r y  A p p ro p ria tio n s  subcom­
m itte e  has queried  expend itu res 
fo r  headquarters fu rn ish in g s  fo r  
M a jo r  G enera l A ld e n  K . S ib le y  
w h o  heads the  O rd inance T a n k  
Com m and in  W arren , M ich . The 
com m ittee  noted expend itu res o f 
$94,000 fo r  such in s ta lla tio n s  as an 
e lec tric  d u m bw a ite r, a w a ln u t-  
paneled staircase, v in y l f lo o r in g  
and recessed lig h t  f ix tu re s . B u t 
w h a t re a lly  seemed to  l i f t  the  
p robe rs ’ eyebrows was the  s ilk  
w a llp a p e r in  the  genera l’s john . 
T here  was no re p o rt on paper. 
G enera l S ib ley  says the  s ilk  w a ll­
paper is re a lly  cheaper because i t ’s 
w a te rp ro o f and th a t h is  fu rn is h ­
ings are “ austere and econom ical 
in  every sense.”

percentage o f the w o rk e rs ’ wages 
and a m a tch ing  am oun t o f com ­
pany funds w i l l  be w ith h e ld  u n t i l  
settlem ent, w ith  p a r t o r  a l l o f the  
m oney re v e rtin g  to  c h a r ity  in  case 
o f fa ilu re  to  settle  a fte r  12 weeks.

A  com pany, faced w ith  the  p ro ­
spect o f p u tt in g  up  a sum  equa l to  
h a lf  th a t spent on wages fo r  12 
weeks, is h a rd ly  go ing to  su ffe r. 
T hey  can a lw ays c u t dow n on ad­
v e rtis in g  o r n e x t yea r’s sharehold­
ers’ d iv ide nd . B u t a w o rk e r can­
n o t m anage th is . A  m an ea rn ing  
$80 pe r w eek cannot su rv iv e  on 
$40 a w eek fo r  th ree  m onths —  
and the  percentage increases fro m  
w eek to  week.

T h is  p ro v is io n  is supposed to 
“ take the  consum er ou t o f the  m id ­
d le  in  in d u s tr ia l disputes.”  M r. 
S prunger, com pany president, and 
M r. H o ffm an , un ion  pres ident, said 
th a t the y  expected to  see m any 
m ore  con tracts o f th is  type  in  the 
fu tu re . Since the  w o rke rs  are as 
a g roup  the la rgest consum er, a 
genera l acceptance o f th is  clause 
w o u ld  p u t the  consum er, the 
w o rke r, m ore h e a v ily  un de r f ire  
tha n  ever before.

M r. H o ffm a n  should be rem oved 
fro m  o ffice  fo r  ne go tia tin g  th is  
con trac t, and the  D u n b a r w o rke rs  
should be ashamed o f themselves 
fo r  v o tin g  ( i f  indeed the re  was a 
fa ir  vo te ) aw ay th e ir  r ig h t  to  
s tr ike , the  one e ffe c tiv e  peacetim e 
weapon o f la b o r against ca p ita lis t 
oppression.

R oderick  D . C layton

Treacherous Tactics  in  V ie tn am
—  The p ro b lem  w ith  the  w a r in  
V ie tn am , accord ing to  the  M ay  18 
W a ll S tree t Jou rna l, is  th a t “ V ie t­
nam ’s gu e rrilla s , b y  face and 
b u ild , look  l ik e  eve rybody else in  
the  c o u n try .”

S m a ll Police T e rro r  —  A rm ed  
w ith  a c inde r b lock  b u t w ith o u t a 
search w a rra n t po lice  b roke  in to  
a Los Angeles ap a rtm en t in  the 
dead o f n ig h t no t lo ng  ago, caus­
in g  abou t $265 damages. T hey  a r­
rested T im o th y  M o rton , the a p a rt­
m en t’s resident, and took  h im  to  a 
po lice  s ta tion  w here  he was 
booked and he ld  incom m unicado 
fo r  12 hours be fore i t  was de­
te rm in ed  th a t he had no connec­
t io n  w ith  an arm ed rob be ry  the 
p rev ious n igh t. N A A C P  and A C L U  
law yers  are h a nd lin g  the  case fo r  
the  U n ite d  C iv il R ig h t Com m ittee.

L a b o r Statesm en —  T he M ay
16 N ew  Y o rk  T im es  rep o rted  th a t 
la b o r leaders w e re  n o t im pressed 
b y  reve la tions  o f p a y ro ll padd ing  
b y  Congressman Charles B uck ley , 
the  B ro n x  D em ocra tic  m achine 
boss. The un ion  o ffic ia ls  c la im  
th e y ’re  sup po rting  h im  because he 
a lleged ly  votes r ig h t  on la b o r 
issues in  Congress. One source con­
f id e d  to  the  T im es: “ The la b o r 
leaders are ju s t fo llo w in g  Sam uel 
G om pers’ p r in c ip le  —  re w a rd  y o u r 
fr ie n d s .”  T h is  also seems to  be M r. 
B u c k le y ’s ph ilosophy.

Letters-We-Love Dep't
W altham , Mass.

Please send m y  M il ita n t  to  nay 
hom e address fo r  th e  sum m er. I ’m  
a fra id  I  haven ’t  w r it te n  soon 
enough and th a t a couple o f issues 
w i l l  a r r iv e  here a fte r  I ’ve  le f t  b u t 
I ’l l  t r y  to  get someone to rescue 
them  fo r  me.

I  hate m iss ing a s ing le  issuel 
W hen I  was neg ligen t about re ­
ne w in g  I  d id n ’t  get any M ilita n ts  
fo r  tw o  weeks and I  fe lt  so is o la t­
ed fro m  w h a t was go ing on in  th e  
w o rld .

Since I ’ve  become so accustomed 
to  the  fu l l ,  honest coverage o f U.S. 
and in te rn a tio n a l news th a t you 
g ive, I  can’ t  be p a tie n t t ry in g  to  
s if t  news ou t o f the re g u la r press. 
So please send them  to  m y  hom e 
fo r  the  sum m er.

S.U .

Soldi
P h ila de lph ia , Pa.

C ongra tu la tions! Y o u r paper Is 
v e ry  in fo rm a tiv e  and pleasurab le . 
I  en jo y  i t  trem endously. Please 
p u t me on y o u r l is t  o f subscribers. 
I  enclose $1.

H.S.

Khanh Insecure
New  Y o rk , N. Y .

South V ie tn am  d ic ta to r K h a n h  
says he’s against spread ing the  
w a r in to  the  N o rth  u n t il h is 
reg im e  is secure. I hope W ash ing­
ton buys tha t.

H .R .

T o u g h -S itu a tio n  D ep’t  —  M a ria
G a liga rc ia , a C uban w ho  chose 
“ freedom ”  in  Da llas, Texas, to ld  
the M ay  18 D a llas Tim es H e ra ld  
th a t a lthough  she is g ra te fu l to  
the  U n ited  States fo r  a llo w in g  h e r 
to  stay here, the  change has n o t 
been easy. ‘ In  Cuba I  had serv­
ants,’ she said. ‘H e re  I  do m y  ow n 
w o rk .’ ”

D e libera te -S peed D isc ip le  —
Students a t D re w  U n iv e rs ity  have 
been p icke tin g  a M adison, N .J., 
barbershop th a t refuses to  cu t 
Negroes’ h a ir. The Rev. Law rence  
Ca llaghan, a loca l p ries t, suggested 
p ic k e tin g  be suspended pend ing  
lega l d ispos ition  o f the  case. H e 
assured th a t the  chu rch  “ abhors 
d isc r im in a tio n ,”  b u t added w ith  
ph ilosoph ica l res ignation , “ fo r  
2,000 years the C hurch  has been 
t r y in g  to  m ake people obey the  
Ten C om m andm ents.”

A dv ise  to the  E ld e rly  —  A  v a rie ­
ty  o f in s titu tio n s  are p u ttin g  ou t 
bookle ts  devoted to  the  prob lem s 
o f “ sen ior c itizens,”  rep o rts  the  
W a ll S tree t Jou rna l. The paper 
fou nd  some o f “ dub ious”  va lue . 
F o r exam ple : “ One re tire m e n t
book le t suggests re tire d  people 
economize by  m a k in g  th e ir  ow n 
g ree ting  cards o u t o f cut-up seed 
catalogs and observes th a t back­
y a rd  dandelions, pokeweed, ch ico­
r y  and o th e r weeds m ake ‘d e li­
cious and n u tr it io u s  ea ting .’ ”

Thought for the Week
“ The m o ra l issue is a s im p le  one. I f  w e c la im  fo r  ourselves the  

r ig h t  to  keep Cuba un de r a ir  su rve illance  we can do no less tha n  to  
concede to Cuba the  r ig h t  to m a in ta in  a s im ila r  su rve illance  over us. 
Is  the re  anyone w ho  w o u ld  deny th a t the  danger o f an A m erican  in ­
vasion o f Cuba is v e ry  m uch  grea te r than a Cuban invas ion  o f the  
U n ited  States? O n the g round o f need, the re fo re , i t  is  the Cubans w ho  
have the s tronger case.”  —  R o be rt B ie rs te d t, cha irm an  o f Sociology 
and A n th ro p o lo g y  D e pa rtm e n t o f N ew  Y o rk  U n iv e rs ity , in  a le tte r  to  
the  M a y  21 N ew  Y o rk  T imes.

SPECIAL $1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with our 

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The M ilitant for $1.

N am e

S tre e t Zone

C ity S tate

Send to The M ilitan t, 116 University Place, 
New York 3, N . Y .

It Was Reported in the Press

Letters From  O ur R eaders
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M a lc o lm n  X

he w en t on to say th a t Negroes 
su ffe red  fro m  c u ltu ra l co lon ia lism  
and th a t m any new fo rm s w o u ld  
be tr ie d  by Negroes as they ove r­
came th is.

W hen asked w h e the r he tho ugh t 
Negroes should re tu rn  to A fr ic a , 
M a lco lm  X  rep lie d  th a t a fte r 
speaking to  A fr ic a n  leaders he 
was convinced th a t: “ I f  b lack  men 
become in vo lve d  in  a ph ilosoph­
ica l, c u ltu ra l and psychologica l 
m ig ra tio n  back to A fr ic a , the y  w i l l  
b e ne fit g re a tly  in  th is  co u n try .”

He com pared th is  to  the  benefits 
he said Jews had de rived  fro m  
th e ir  id e n tific a tio n  w ith  Israe l. He 
w e n t on to  say th a t m any A fr ic a n  
countries w o u ld  w elcom e A m e r­
ican Negroes, b u t th a t he tho ugh t 
Negroes should stay and f ig h t  in  
the U.S. fo r  w h a t was r ig h t fu l ly  
the irs . “ Those w ho w a n t to  go, 
should go,”  he continued. B u t they 
should he lp  those w ho  rem ained, 
he said; w h ile  those w ho  stay, 
should he lp  those w ho  go back.

He was asked about the “ B lood 
B ro th e rs ,”  and rep lie d  th a t he 
kne w  no th in g  about them , th a t he 
d id n ’t  know  w h e th e r th e y  even 
existed. He w e n t on to  say th a t 
w h ites  should no t be surp rised i f  
some Negroes reacted v io le n tly  to 
th e ir  oppression. He declared u n ­
e q u ivoca lly  th a t i f  the re  w ere  acts 
o f v io lence, the  oppressors w ere  to 
b lam e, no t the  oppressed.

N.Y. Rights Groups Present 
Program on Police Brutality

N EW  Y O R K , M ay 26 —  A  C ity  
W ide C om m ittee  on F a ir  Police 
P ro tec tion  is now  be ing organized 
b y  CORE, the  N A A C P  and o the r 
com m u n ity  groups in  o rd e r to  com ­
ba t po lice  b ru ta lity .

The ad hoc com m ittee  is m ak­
in g  the fo llo w in g  demands:

1) C rea tion  o f an independent 
c iv ilia n  co m p la in t re v ie w  board to 
investigate, hear and m ake recom ­
m endations concern ing a llegations 
o f po lice  b ru ta li ty  against p r iv a te  
citizens.

2) T ha t M ayo r R obert F. W ag­
ne r take a stand on the  crea tion  o f 
such a board, and the  c ity  council 
ho ld  p u b lic  hearings on the  Theo­
dore Weiss B i l l  (#498) as soon as 
possible. (T he  Weiss b i l l  prov ides 
fo r  a m od ifie d  c iv ilia n  re v ie w  
board .)

3) T ha t the appo in tm en t o f the 
m em bers o f the  board be made by 
the  m ayor in  con ju nc tion  w ith  
c iv il-r ig h ts , chu rch  and c iv ic  
groups, and th a t th is  board in ­
c lude no m em bers o f the  po lice 
departm ent.

4) T h a t the board have the fo l­
lo w in g  fun c tions  and powers: a) 
th a t th is  board have an indepen­
den t in ves tig a tive  s ta ff o f its  own 
w ith  e x p lic it  subpoena pow er; 
b ) th a t m em bers o f the board and 
its  in ves tig a tive  s ta ff have access 
to a ll po lice  in s ta lla tions , in c lu d ­
in g  p re c in c t basements, prison 
w ards, and hospita ls, 24 hours a

day; c ) th a t p u b lic  hearings be 
he ld as q u ic k ly  as possible on com­
p la in ts ; d ) tha t po licem en under 
in ves tig a tion  by the  board be sus­
pended u n t il such tim e  as the 
board  reaches a decision in  the 
case; e) th a t the board have pow er 
to d isc ip lin e  o ffice rs  found  g u ilty , 
and to recom m end the in s titu t io n  
o f a c r im in a l prosecution i f  the 
facts w a rra n t; f )  th a t the  board be 
em pow ered to request the  po lice 
depa rtm ent to  p ro tec t com p la in ­
ants, witnesses, and th e ir  fam ilie s  
fro m  harassm ent and in tim id a tio n  
and fu r th e r  be em pow ered to  take 
any necessary step to  see th a t 
these ends are secured.

The ad hoc com m ittee  is p lan ­
n in g  a p u b lic  hea ring  a t Com ­
m u n ity  C hurch, 40 East 35th St., 
at 8 p.m. on June 4 to hear a l­
leged cases o f po lice  b ru ta lity .  
L a w ye rs  w i l l  present the  cases fo r  
the com pla inants to a pane l o f 
n ine  c iv il-r ig h ts , c iv il- lib e rtie s , la ­
bor and com m u n ity  leaders.

M eanw h ile , M a yo r W agner has 
increased the sa la ry  o f P o lice  Com ­
m issioner M ichae l J. M u rp h y  fro m  
$25,000 to  $35,000 a year. “ The in ­
crease,”  reports  the M ay  27 New  
Y o rk  T im es, “ was v iew ed as an 
expression o f suppo rt by  the 
m ayo r o f the pos ition  Com m is­
s ioner M u rp h y  and the police have 
taken in  c iv il- r ig h ts  con trovers ies.”  
M u rp h y  has repea ted ly  denounced 
the dem and fo r  a c iv i lia n  re v ie w  
board on po lice  b ru ta lity .

Federal Protection Dem anded 
For M ississippi Vote Drive

A T L A N T A , Ga. —  A  c iv i l- r ig h ts  
leader in  M iss iss ipp i has asked fo r  
the appo in tm en t o f f iv e  ex tra  fed ­
e ra l judges in  h is state to  pro tect 
v o te r-re g is tra tio n  w o rke rs  d u rin g  
the sum m er. F ive  U.S. m arshals 
w o u ld  be assigned to  w o rk  unde r 
each o f the e x tra  judges.

The request was m ade in  a p e ti­
t io n  by  Law rence  G uyo t to E lb e rt 
P. T u ttle , ch ie f judge  o f the  U.S. 
C o u rt o f A ppeals fo r  the  F if th  C ir ­
cu it, w ho resides here. G uyo t acted 
th rou gh  A tto rne ys  Joseph Jordan, 
N o rfo lk , Va., and Len W . H o lt  and 
S im on L . Cain, bo th  o f W ashing­
ton, D.C.

G uyo t, w ho  live s  in  H a ttiesbu rg , 
Miss., to ld  Judge T u tt le  th a t m ore

Minnesota Socialist Harassed

Gov’t Seeks to Deport Native American
By W illiam  Bundy

M A Y  26 —  In  a f la g ra n t case 
o f harassm ent and p o lit ic a l pe r­
secution the U.S. Im m ig ra tio n  
Service is seeking to  deport Joseph 
Johnson, the M inneapo lis-S t. Pau l 
o rgan izer o f the Socia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  and the  p a r ty ’s cand idate  fo r  
Congress fro m  M innesota ’s f i f th  
d is tr ic t in  the las t e lection. John 
son, w ho has been ordered to re ­
p o rt to  a depo rta tion  hea ring  on 
J u ly  14, is a na tive -born  c itizen 
o f the U n ite d  States.

The case invo lves some un ­
precedented and con tra d ic to ry  
charges as w e ll as a fo rm  o f 
double je opa rdy  against Johnson. 
The Em ergency C iv il L ib e rtie s  
U n io n  has agreed to  assist the 
defense and has assigned the noted 
con s titu tio n a l la w y e r Leonard  B. 
B oud in  to  the  case.

T he  background is as fo llow s : 
In  J u ly  1953, Johnson, then 22, 
le f t  h is  home in  C h ippew a Falls, 
W is., to liv e  in  Canada.

A t  the  tim e, Johnson was no t a 
suppo rte r o f any p o lit ic a l p a rty  
o r m ovem ent. He le ft  fo r  Canada, 
he says, p a r t ly  to  get aw ay fro m  
home and p a r t ly  ou t o f “ vague and 
n o t v e ry  w e ll d irec ted  fee lings o f 
reb e llio n  against rac ism  and m il i ­

ta r ism  in  the U.S.”  He severed 
a ll ties w ith  h is fa m ily  and past, 
ta k in g  up residence in  Canada u n ­
der an assumed nam e —  Peter 
M atheus.

In  the second yea r o f h is stay 
in  Canada, he became a socialist, 
jo ine d  the Socia lis t E ducationa l 
League and became p u b lic ly  ac­
tiv e  in  socia lis t po litics . In  De­
cem ber 1959, he was in fo rm ed  by 
Canadian po lice  th a t the  F B I was 
lo ok in g  fo r  a Joseph Johnson on 
charges o f d ra ft  evasion in  the 
U n ited  States. He dec id ed*to  re ­
tu rn  to  the  U.S. and face the 
charges. On the advice o f a To­
ron to  la w y e r, he a ttem pted to  re ­
tu rn  to  Ch ippew a F a lls  and tu rn  
h im se lf in  to h is  loca l d ra ft  board.

A t  Bus S ta tion
H e crossed the bo rde r a t B u f­

fa lo , N . Y . on Jan. 7, 1959 and 
bought a t ic k e t to C h ippew a Falls, 
b u t was p icked up  by  federa l 
agents in  the  bus sta tion. He was 
f in a lly  re tu rn ed  to  W isconsin to 
face the  charge tha t, as a U.S. 
c itizen  sub ject to the d ra ft  laws, 
he had evaded the  d ra ft  by fa il in g  
to  n o t ify  h is  loca l board o f his 
whereabouts a fte r  le a v in g  in  1953. 
On the advice o f a la w y e r, he

pleaded g u ilty , was sentenced to 
tw o  years im p risonm en t, served 
his sentence and was paro led to 
M inneapo lis  w here  a jo b  had been 
ob ta ined fo r  h im .

In  M inneapo lis , he jo in e d  the 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  and be­
came p u b lic ly  ac tive  as a socia list 
cam paigner.

Johnson heard abso lu te ly  n o th ­
in g  fro m  the Im m ig ra tio n  Service 
between the tim e  he was tu rned  
ove r to the F B I in  B u ffa lo  in  1959 
and th is  M ay, w hen he was n o ti­
f ie d  o f the de po rta tion  proceed­
ings. The Im m ig ra tio n  Service 
charges th a t Johnson is a “ state­
less”  person w ho fo rfe ite d  h is  U.S. 
c itizensh ip  by  liv in g  in  Canada as 
i f  he w ere  a Canadian c itizen. I t  
charges th a t he should be deported 
because he overstayed the 48-hour 
v is ito r ’s p e rm it g iven h im  when 
he re-entered the U.S. a t B u ffa lo  
in  1959. The charges do not m en­
tion  the fac t th a t he was arrested 
by U.S. a u tho ritie s  on ly  s ix  hours 
a fte r  he crossed the bo rde r; and 
th a t he rem ained in  federa l cus­
tody  fo r  ove r tw o  years on charges 
th a t could be made o n ly  against a 
U.S. c itizen. A side fro m  the d ra ft  
case, Jonnson has no c r im in a l rec­
o rd  in  e ith e r the U.S. o r Canada.

than 1,000 and possib ly  2,000 s tu ­
dents and o the r persons w i l l  come 
in to  M iss iss ipp i to  conduct vo te r 
educa tion and re g is tra tio n  fro m  
June to Septem ber.

G uyo t is em ployed by  the  S tu ­
dent N o n v io le n t  C o ord ina ting  
C om m ittee  (SN C C ) and the Coun­
c il o f Federated O rgan iza tions 
(C O F O ), bo th  o f w h ich  are t ry in g  
to  e lim in a te  ra c ia l segregation in  
M iss iss ipp i and secure the  vote fo r  
Negroes.

C o n tin ua l Harassm ent
“ I t  has been the  experience o f 

the pe titio n e r, and his counsel, th a t 
a l l vo te r-re g is tra tion  and p o lit ic a l-  
educa tion program s in  M iss iss ipp i 
are m et w ith  —  o ff ic ia l and u n ­
o ff ic ia l —  beatings, shootings, a r­
rests on spurious charges, and 
o ther fo rm s o f harassm ent,”  Gu- 
y o t’s p e tit io n  said.

“ E xperience has ta u g h t the  p e ti­
t io n e r th a t the  o n ly  p ro te c tio n  a f­
forded, and i t  is m in im a l, unde r 
such circum stances as sh a ll e x is t 
th is  sum m er, comes fro m  be ing 
ab le to  go in to  fed e ra l courts  fo r  
re lie f fro m  ‘o f f ic ia l’ v io lence and 
in tim id a tio n .”

G uyo t declared th a t o n ly  th ree 
la w yers  in  the  w h o le  state o f M is ­
sissipp i are “ w i l l in g  to  hand le  a 
ra c ia lly  con tro ve rs ia l case and to 
assert the necessary c o n s titu tio n a l 
defenses. In  each instance w hen an 
in te g ra tio n  w o rk e r is a rrested the 
m a tte r is ra c ia lly  con tro ve rs ia l.”  
H e said th a t even the  50 la w ye rs  
be ing  sent in to  the state b y  v a r i­
ous groups w i l l  no t be enough to  
cope w ith  “ massive and o ff ic ia l 
repression ce rta in  to be in f l ic te d ”  
on the reg is tra tio n  w orkers.

“ M an y  o f the loca l com m un ities  
have acqu ired m ore weapons and 
are p re pa ring  o r have prepared 
concen tra tion  centers fo r  im p ris o n ­
in g  vo te r-re g is tra tion  and p o lit -  
ica l-education w o rke rs  com ing to 
these c ities d u r in g  the sum m er,”  
G uyo t added.

La s t weekend in  A tla n ta , the 
board o f the  S outhern Conference 
E duca tiona l F und  (S C E F) ca lled  
upon P resident Johnson to pro tect 
the  w o rke rs  in  M iss iss ipp i w ith  
fed e ra l m arshals, “ augm ented by  
fed e ra l troops i f  necessary.”

Malcolm X Back from Africa 
-Urges Black United Front

B y  D a v id  H e rm a n
N E W  Y O R K , M ay 22 —  M a l­

co lm  X  re tu rn e d  fro m  A fr ic a  yes­
te rda y  and h e ld  a press con fe r­
ence a fe w  hours la te r a t H a rle m ’s 
H o te l Theresa. H is  v e ry  b r ie f 
open ing sta tem ent and his answers 
to  the  m any questions asked b y  
repo rte rs  showed th a t the  t r ip  had 
h o t changed h is  v ie w s  about the 
s itu a tio n  o f Negroes in  A m erica .

M a lco lm  X  exp la ine d  th a t on 
h is  t r ip  to  the  M ideast and A fr ic a  
he had lin e d  up suppo rt in  the 
countries he v is ite d  fo r  b r in g in g  
charges in  the  U n ite d  N a tions th a t 
the  hum an  r ig h ts  o f the  Negro 
people in  the  U.S. were be ing 
denied.

He exp la ined  to A fr ic a n  leaders 
th a t they looked h y p o c ritic a l when 
the y  rose in  the  U N  to  denounce 
co lon ia lism , b u t fa ile d  to  denounce 
the  neo-co lon ia lism  prac ticed  in  
the  U.S. against Negroes. He de­
c lined  ta  g ive  spec ific  in fo rm a tio n  
on h o w  the  charges w o u ld  be 
b ro u g h t be fore  the U N .

The b lack  n a tio n a lis t leader 
po in ted  ou t th a t the  State D e pa rt­
m en t had done a good jo b  in  fo o l­
in g  some A fr ic a n  leaders about 
how  m uch the governm ent was 
do ing to  solve the  prob lem s of 
A m e rica n  Negroes. H e also p o in t­
ed o u t th a t the  A m e rica n  govern­
m en t was t r y in g  to  b u y  o f f  A f ­
r ica n  leaders w ith  fo re ig n  a id  and 
p ro jec ts  lik e  the Peace Corps.

M a n y  o f the  questions w ere  d i­
rected to  f in d in g  ou t w h e the r his 
t r ip  had changed M a lco lm  X ’s 
v iew s abou t th is  c o u n try  —  w h e th ­
e r he n o w  tho ugh t th a t in te g ra ­
t io n  w ith  w h ites  was a possible 
so lu tion . In  re p ly  he said, as he 

'h a d  be fore h is tr ip ,  th a t ‘in te g ra ­
t io n ’ and ‘separa tion ’ w ere  not 
v a lid  te rm s b u t th a t he was fo r  
the  use o f any tac tic  o r stra tegy 
th a t w o u ld  b r in g  the  Negroes 
freedom , ju s tice  and e q ua lity . A t 
one p o in t he said, “ I ,  pe rsona lly , 
don’ t  be lieve th a t in te g ra tio n  w i l l  
solve the  p rob lem  in  th is  coun­
t r y . ”

C an’t  D e fine  ‘In te g ra tio n ’
A t  ano the r po in t, he said tha t 

‘ in te g ra tio n ’ can’t even be de ­
fined . “ T hey  haven’t  even go t in ­
teg ra tion  in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity .”

In  describ ing  the  w a rm  welcom e 
rece ived a l l  over A fr ic a , he to ld  
ho w  A fr ic a n s  stressed to h im  the 
need fo r  a u n ite d  f ro n t  o f the  
N egro people. H e said th a t he 
w o u ld  w o rk  fo r  such a un ited  
f r o n t  and had w r it te n  to B aya rd  
R u stin , Rev. M ilto n  G alam ison and 
o th e r c iv i l- r ig h ts  leaders w h ile  on 
h is  t r ip .

H e  said he w o u ld  t r y  to  get a ll 
th e  c iv il- r ig h ts  leaders together to  
discuss jo in t  action  p r iv a te ly . 
W hen asked i f  he th o u g h t they 
w o u ld  agree to w o rk  w ith  h im , he 
said th a t since the y  preach tu rn ­
in g  the o th e r cheek to w a rd  B ir ­
m in gh am ’s B u ll Connor, he fe lt  
ce rta in  th a t they  w o u ld  be as 
fo rg iv in g  to w a rd  h im  as he was 
t ry in g  to be to w a rd  them.

C om m enting  on the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  
b i l l ,  M a lco lm  X  said th a t he d id  
n o t th in k  any o f the  po litic ia n s  
w ere  re a lly  fo r  c iv i l  r ig h ts  and 
th a t they w ere  be ing v e ry  hypo­
c r it ic a l.  H e sing led  o u t P res iden t 
Johnson on th is  question and 
po in ted  ou t th a t h is good fr ie n d , 
R icha rd  Russell, was lead ing  the 
Senate f ig h t  against the  b il l.

W hen challenged b y  a re p o rte r 
abou t the  connection between 
Johnson’s fr ie n d s h ip  w ith  Russell 
and his v iew s on c iv i l  r ig h ts , M a l­
co lm  X  rep lied :

“ I f  you te l l  me yo u ’re against 
rob b ing  banks and y o u r best fr ie n d  
is Jesse James, I  have grounds to 
doub t y o u r s in c e rity .”

M a lco lm  X  was asked several 
tim es abou t the  beard he was 
w e a rin g ; he said i t  had no re l i­
g ious o r p o lit ic a l s ign ificance. 
Each tim e  he was asked about th is

B y Jay G a rn e tt
B R O O K LY N , M ay 26 —  A rn o ld  

G oldwag, the C o m m un ity  Rela­
tions D ire c to r o f B ro o k ly n  CORE, 
sentenced to  13 m onths in  a tres­
passing case, is now  ou t on $500 
appeal bond. He has served a 
m on th  fo r  “ con tem pt o f c o u rt”  and 
w i l l  appeal the  rem a in ing  year 
sentence w h ich  w i l l  come to cou rt 
in  severa l m onths. B eg in n in g  June 
2, G o ldw ag w i l l  go on t r ia l  on 
fo u r  o ther charges a ris in g  fro m  
las t sum m er’s dem onstra tions at 
the D ow nsta te  M ed ica l C enter 
cons truc tion  site.

G o ldw ag to ld  reporte rs  today 
th a t the savage 13-month sen­
tence was regarded by  c iv il- r ig h ts  
f ig h te rs  as a w a rn in g  by the c ity  
a d m in is tra tio n  no t to  press the 
f ig h t  fo r  an end to  J im  C row  
th is  sum m er. S peaking fo r  the 
G oldw ag Defense C om m ittee, M rs. 
E la ine B ib u ld  said th a t B ro o k ly n  
CORE, o ther CORE chapters, and 
a group o f non-CORE people in ­
tended to  cam paign to  h a lt the 
m eting  ou t o f excessive sentences.

A  representa tive  o f na tiona l 
CORE ind ica ted  its  f u l l  support to 

. G o ldw ag ’s defense. He said CORE 
w o u ld  m ake ava ilab le  the  best le ­
ga l ta le n t and p ro v id e  funds to 
support the defense. ( In d iv id u a ls  
w ho w ish  to  support the G oldw ag 
defense can contact i t  th rou gh  
B ro o k ly n  CORE, 319 N ostrand 
A ve., B ro o k ly n ; te lephone —  U L  7- 
9200.)

G o ldw ag had been sent to  the 
p e n ite n tia ry  on R ike rs  Is land. “ I t  
is a place w here  the y  send people 
to be fo rgo tte n ,”  he said. “ Y o u ’re 
the re  and they  don ’t  care w h a t 
happens to you .”

G o ldw ag said he rece ived some 
m a il tw o  weeks a fte r  i t  had been 
postm arked and th a t m any le tte rs, 
some w ith  m oney enclosed, never 
reached h im . None o f the several 
le tte rs  CORE sent h im  w ere ever 
received.

He w e n t on a hunger s tr ik e  from  
the M o rn in g  o f A p r i l  27 to the 
a fte rnoon  o f M ay  1. C harg ing  he 
was “ pa rano id ,”  o ff ic ia ls  sent h im  
to K in gs  C oun ty  H o sp ita l (no t 
B e llevue, as was o r ig in a lly  re p o rt­
e d ), w here  the y  com pla ined tha t 
he was “ unm anageable”  as a p r is ­
oner. A f te r  consu lta tion  w ith  his 
la w ye r, he decided to resum e eat­
in g  to  avo id a possible rea l b re a k ­
dow n unde r harassm ent.

CORE Activist 
Out on Bond; 
Plans to Appeal


