
N. Y. Rent Strike Spreads 
From Harlem to East Side

B y  Fred Halstead
NEW  YORK, Jan. 22 — Taking 

insp ira tion from  Harlem, tenants 
o f the Low er East Side of M an­
hattan —  a m ixed neighborhood 
w ith  Puerto Ricans present in 
large numbers —  have started a 
ren t-s tr ike  movement. There are 
now rent strikes against slum con­
ditions going on in  Harlem, the 
Bronx, B rooklyn and the Low er 
East Side.

Another 60 build ings in  Harlem
— in  addition to the 168 already 
on strike  —  are scheduled to w ith ­
hold rent from  the landlords Feb. 
1. There have been no evictions. 
So fa r only one eviction has even 
been ordered by a court, and that 
involved a tenant in  H arlem  who 
was not part o f the organized ren t- 
s trike  movement. The Community 
Council on Housing —  which has 
sparked the rent s trike  in  Harlem
— took up the case when it  heard 
about i t  and the tenant was not 
evicted.

Landlords, however, have served 
some 100 dispossess notices on rent 
strikers in  Harlem . These w il l  go 
to court soon and ru lings favorable 
to the tenants are expected. In  
any case, said Jesse Grey, cha ir­
man of the Community Council 
on Housing, “ there w il l  be no evic­
tions.”

The effects of the rent strike 
have spread fa r beyond the b u ild ­
ings which are actually w ithho ld ­
ing  rent. For years the c ity  ad­
m in is tra tion  has claimed tha t its 
hands were tied when i t  came to 
enforcing the various health and 
bu ild ing  regulations. Involved red 
tape, w ith  d iffe ren t agencies fo r 
each type of v io lation, and court 
procedures were necessary, i t  was 
claimed. Now the rent strikers 
have turned the whole argument 
around.

The landlords and the c ity  are 
responsible, they declare, and they 
stop paying ren t u n til v iolations 
are corrected. I f  the landlord 
wants his rent, he has to f ix  up 
the bu ild ing. I f  he has a grievance,

he must w a it on the red tape and 
court proceedings, not the tenant.

This has created a new atmos­
phere in  the c ity  generally. Ten­
ants not on strike report getting 
much faster action when they call 
landlords about complaints. These 
landlords are afra id  i f  they don’t 
do something the strike  w il l  spread 
to the build ings they own. In  ad­
d ition, the c ity  last week made a 
breach in  its form er po licy when 
i t  declared the Health Department 
could bypass the courts in  com­
plaints dealing w ith  rats.

W hat is more, there has never 
been more public attention paid to 
the slum conditions. The question 
is discussed on radio and TV. The 
New York Times this week de­
voted a fu ll-page spread to it. The 
rent s trike  movement is getting 
results, bu t i t  has a long way to 
go.

Deteriorated Build ings
There are s til l more than a m il­

lion  New Yorkers liv in g  in  de­
te riora ting buildings which should 
be replaced. B ut there is a short­
age of an estimated ha lf m illion  
decent low -ren t housing units in 
New York. And there are only 
some 3,500 such units now being 
b u ilt or planned. A t that rate, 
even i f  there were no fu rth e r de­
terioration, i t  would take a century 
and a ha lf to solve the problem. 
The ren t-s tr ike  movement is 
th row ing  lig h t on the fact that 
“ private enterprise”  has u tte rly  
fa iled to provide decent housing 
and tha t the Democratic and Re­
publican politic ians have no plans 
whatever to solve the slum prob­
lem in the city.

The movement on the Lower 
East Side is being co-ordinated by 
the Low er East Side Rent Strike, 
a united fro n t o f over a dozen lo ­
cal tenants’, c iv il-righ ts  and neigh­
borhood groups. The strike  in  the 
area w il l  be kicked o ff at a ra lly  
Jan. 30 at 8 p.m. on Stanton St. 
between C hristie and Forsythe.

PROTESTING JIM  CROW JAILING. Marching in front of prison 
in snow-bound New York, eleven-year-old Douglass Bibuld (front, 
left) and his father Jerome lead pickets protesting jailing of his 
mother. Douglass’ picket sign reads: “My mother fights for civil 
rights in this jail.”

NEW YO RK —  A  double stan­
dard of law  enforcement was ex­
posed here last week as members 
of the B rooklyn Congress of Ra­
cial E quality and sympathizers 
picketed the c ity  prison fo r wo­
men in  Greenwich Village.

The pickets were protesting the 
ja ilin g  o f Mrs. Elaine B ibu ld  on 
a ten-day sentence w hich began

HOW ZONIANS FAN THE CRISIS

Panamanian People Treated Like Dirt
By Jay Garnett

Recent outbreaks in  the Canal 
Zone, the ten -m ile -w ide  strip  
across Panama occupied by the 
United States since 1903, have 
lif te d  the ve il o f silence which 
concealed from  the U.S. public the 
colonialism and segregation exist­
ing there.

Panamanians, the in ternationa l 
press, and even some American 
businessmen in  Panama have de­
cried and denounced the colonial­
ist m enta lity  of the 36,000 Zonians 
(U.S. citizens perm anently resid­
ing in  the Zone). The ir colonialist 
m enta lity  is honestly come by, fo r 
the Canal Zone is the only ou t­
r ig h t U.S. colony in  continental 
L a tin  America.

The U.S. colons personify the 
19th Century “ w h ite -m an ’s -bur- 
den”  ideology. They righteously 
procla im  that, by v irtu e  of the ir 
upper-m iddle-class liv in g  stan­
dards and 200 per cent American 
attitudes, they have brought law  
and order, hope and lig h t to a 
benighted region. The Panaman­
ians, the vast m a jo rity  o f whom 
have Indians or A fricans among 
th e ir ancestors and who now live

as squatters in  the countryside 
or in  c ity  slums often w ith in  
sight of the Canal Zone suburbia, 
do not appreciate the “ contribu­
tion ”  of the arrogant or patron­
izing Zonians.

The Zone’s colonial conditions 
date back to 1904 when the U.S. 
authorities im ported thousands of 
black West Indians as laborers to 
dig the canal. U.S. J im  Crow con­
ditions were imposed upon them 
and racism has festered there 
since. Whites w ork ing  on the 
canal were given the best houses. 
Negroes were assigned rough bar­
racks; the whites were paid in  
gold, the Negroes in  less valuable 
silver.

In  tim e “ gold”  and “ s ilve r”  re­
placed the terms “ w h ite ”  and 
“ colored”  or “ U.S. citizen”  and 
“ Panamanian.”  In  U.S. post offices 
in  the Zone there were segregated 
w indows marked “ gold”  and “ s il­
ver”  fo r the purchase o f stamps. 
S im ila r racist labels were to be 
found on hospitals, department 
stores, toilets, hotels, ra ilroad 
w a iting  rooms, seating sections in  
ba ll parks, etc.

T w o-th irds  o f the Panamanians

who are employed on the Canal 
are not even allowed to reside in  
the Canal Zone. The degree to 
w hich the Panamanians are re­
garded as intruders in  the ir own 
country was w e ll expressed to a 
New Y ork Herald Tribune  cor­
respondent (Jan. 13) by a Zonian 
youth who attends Balboa H igh 
School. Speaking of the more than 
tw en ty  deaths w h ich  followed 
the flag-ra is ing  incident at his 
school, he said: “ I ’m sorry fo r the 
rio ting  because the three" A rm y 
guys are dead, but I  couldn’t care 
less about the Panamanians-. They 
have no business here anyway.”

The angry Panamanian masses 
forced the ir m illiona ire  President 
Roberto C hiari to pressure the 
U.S. fo r concessions. And although 
tw o U.S. Presidents have tr ied  to 
soothe Panamanian feelings by a l­
low ing the ir flag  to f ly  alongside 
the U.S. flag  in  the Zone, the 
Zonians themselves denounce this 
as a sell-out.

The chauvinist a ttitude of the 
Zone students is bu t a reflection 
of the a ttitude o f the com m unity 
as a whole, an a ttitude w h ich  has 

(Continued on Page 3)

Jan. 14. H er crime was tha t she 
was one of some 800 demonstrat­
ors who were arrested last sum­
mer fo r s itting  down at the gates 
of the construction site of the 
Downstate Medical Center in  
Brooklyn. B locking a gate to a 
construction site w ith  your body, 
i t  seems, is against the law.

But Mrs. B ibu ld  and the other 
demonstrators had sat down in an 
attem pt to get the state o f New 
Y ork to enforce the law  — the 
law  w hich c learly states tha t ra ­
cia l d iscrim ination in  employment 
shall not be practiced on projects 
financed by the state.

The state of New Y ork  was 
not enforcing the law  against dis­
crim ination at the tim e o f the 
sit-downs last summer. Despite 
promises made by Gov. Rocke­
fe lle r, M ayor Wagner and the 
heads of the bu ild ing  trades 
unions —  promises w hich caused 
the demonstrations to be called 
o ff — the law  is s til l not being en­
forced. M any o f the skilled b u ild ­
ing trades fo r a ll practica l p u r­
poses s t i l l  bar Negroes.

B u t the law-enforcem ent agen­
cies have moved relentlessly 
against the demonstrators who 
were try in g  to get the law  against 
d iscrim ination enforced.

Mrs. B ibu ld  —  a pregnant Ne­
gro mother o f three children — 
and her husband, Jerome, were 
the f irs t of the Downstate demon­
strators to be convicted and sen­
tenced. Mrs. B ibu ld  refused to 
pay the $50 fine  and took the 
ten days in  ja il. H er husband 
paid the fine  so he could m ind 
the children —  and picket the 
prison.

The pickets demanded the free­
ing  of Mrs. B ibu ld  and the drop­
ping o f the cases against the re - 
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A T LA N T A , Ga. Jan. 21 —  Ra­
cial protests continue here da ily  as 
high school and college students 
sustain the ir struggle to make 
A tlan ta  an “ open c ity .”

Seventy-e i  g h t  demonstrators 
were arrested Saturday n ight, Jan. 
18, a fte r an integrated group of 
students tr ied  to get in to  a 
K rys ta l hamburger stand in  down­
town A tlanta . Ten hooded, white- 
robed K u  K lu x  Klansmen had oc­
cupied the seats at the counter in 
a move to prevent a sit-in. But 
they d idn ’t scare anybody and 
the student demonstrators organ­
ized by the Student N onviolent 
Coordinating Committee and the 
Committee On Appeal For H u­
man Rights, chanted and sang 
outside. Some of the ir number at­
tempted to enter the restaurant, 
and the police began arresting 
them.

Other demonstrators lay down 
beneath the wheels of a patro l 
wagon and were themselves ar­
rested. SNCC Chairm an John 
Lew is and SNCC Executive Sec­
re ta ry  James Forman were among 
some 30 persons arrested outside 
the restaurant.

La ter a group of Negroes dem­
onstrated outside the police sta­
tion in  protest against the arrests. 
They were themselves arrested. 
A ll  78 have been released on bond.

The next day, SNCC Chairman 
Lew is announced a demonstration 
fo r Jan. 24 fo r the ed ification of 
a delegation from  a human rights 
subcommission of the United Na­
tions. The group is headed by 
M orris  B. Abram , fo rm e rly  of A t­
lanta. Lew is said Abram  had 
asked SNCC not to demonstrate 
w h ile  the UN committee was in 
A tlan ta  because tha t w ould “ em- 
barass the nation.”

In  announcing the demonstra­
tion, Lew is said Negroes had been 
embarrassed a long tim e by se­
gregation.

The demonstrators have suc­
ceeded in in tegrating 20 eating 
places in  the Dobbs House chain 
and several sm aller eateries since 
the campaign began here ju s t be­
fore Christmas. The SNCC and 
COAHR members have also pic­
keted the home and office of A t­
lanta M ayor Ivan A llen  Jr., the 
Board of Education, and evangel­
ist B il ly  Graham, who was in  A t- 
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Mae M allory Wins 
Release on Bail

Authorities in Monroe, 
North Carolina, released Mrs. 
Mae Mallory on $10,000 bond 
Jan. 18. The Negro defendant 
in the framed-up “kidnap” 
case was extradited from 
Ohio to Monroe Jan. 10.

Defendants, Richard Crow­
der and Harold Reape, Negro 
youth leaders in Monroe, and 
John Lowry, a Freedom Rider 
from New York, have been 
out on bail for almost two 
and a half years. In all that 
time the prosecution refused 
to bring the case to trial.

Trial of all four defendants 
is now expected in the court 
term beginning Feb. 17.

Jailing of 78 Fails to Stem 
Atlanta Anti-Bias Protests

New York City Jails Woman 
Who Protested Hiring Bias
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Poverty on Rise in Area
NEW YO RK — A. P h ilip  Ran­

dolph, president of the Negro 
Am erican Labor Council and lead­
e r of last summer’s March on 
Washington fo r Jobs and Freedom, 
says he is “ deeply disappointed 
by Governor Rockefeller’s fa ilu re  
to propose im m ediate action by 
the legislature to establish a state­
w ide m in im um  wage of $1.50 per 
hour.”

E arlie r, in  proposing tha t Rocke­
fe lle r introduce a $1.50 m inim um - 
wage b il l  on the f irs t day of the 
legislative session Jan. 8, Randolph 
declared: “ The problem of sub­
standard wages and mass poverty 
in  New Y o rk  State is worsening 
ra ther than im proving. There is a 
grow ing under class of people in  
the state, of whom Negroes and 
Spanish-speaking persons consti­
tute an increasingly larger and dis­
proportionate segment, who do not 
share in  the abundance of our so- 
called ‘a ffluen t society’ and who 
apparently are considered peculiar­
ly  e lig ib le  fo r sacrifice to the 
sweatshop employers whom New 
Y o rk  State encourages and whom 
the people of the state are re­
quired to subsidize.”

Rockefeller, instead of propos-

A. Philip Randolph

In  an artic le on poverty in  the 
U.S. in  the Dec. 21-28 Saturday 
Evening Post, Ben H. Bagdikian 
points out tha t the fa rm er has 
always been considered the pro­
totype of the self-re liant A m eri­
can, beholden to no man. The 
facts are tha t farmers and fa rm
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A lecture on The Understanding Marx­
ism Brings to Science. Fri., Jan. 31, 8 
p.m. Debs Hall 210. 302 S. Canal St. 
Ausp. Friday Night Socialist Forum.

•
CLEVELAND

1964 and the Johnson Administration. 
Speaker, Frank Lovell, Mich. State 
Chairman, Socialist Workers Party. Sat., 
Feb. I, 8 p.m. Debs Hall, 5927 Euclid 
Ave. Ausp. Militant Forum.

•
DETROIT

Hear Defendant TOM MORGAN on 
The Indiana 'Sedition' Case. Fri., Jan. 
31, 8 p.m. Debs Hall, 3737 Woodward. 
Ausp. Friday Night Socialist Forum.

•
NEW YORK

Author HARVEY O 'CO NNO R dis­
cusses The State Department in the 
Service of Standard Oil. Fri., Jan. 31, 
8:30 p.m. 116 University Place. Contrib. 
$1. Ausp. Militant Labor Forum.

*  *  »

FEB. 7 —  How Cuba Broke the Em­
bargo. Speaker, Harry Ring.

ing  the $1.50 m in im um  wage, pro­
posed a study commission on the 
question. Randolph, who is cha ir­
man of the C itizen’s Committee 
fo r a $1.50 M in im um  H ourly  Wage 
in  New Y ork  State, then declared:

“ There is absolutely no need and 
no jus tifica tion  fo r another study 
committee to explore the problem 
of substandard wages and mass 
poverty in  New Y o rk  State. This 
problem has been the subject of 
countless studies: i t  has been stu­
died by government agencies, un i­
versities, foundations, com m unity 
organizations and concerned ind i­
viduals; i t  has been studied by 
economists, statisticians, sociolo­
gists, psychologists, po litica l sci­
entists and by practitioners in  
other disciplines. There is no 
dearth of in fo rm ation  concerning 
the dimensions of the problem, its 
causes, its socio-economic im plica­
tions and the groups i t  p r im a rily  
effects.

“ There is no question bu t that 
mass poverty exists in  th is state 
as a d irect consequence o f the fact 
tha t a m ajor segment of the w o rk ­
ing population receives substand­
ard wages. There is no question 
bu t tha t both the federal and 
state minimum-wage laws are 
to ta lly  inadequate; both in  the 
level of m in im um  wages they es­
tablish and in  th e ir coverage . . .

“ There is no question bu t that 
Negro and Puerto Rican workers 
and th e ir fam ilies constitute an 
increasingly larger and dispropor­
tionate segment of the large under 
class of persons in  our state who 
live  in  poverty and deprivation . . . 
W hat is needed, therefore, is not 
another study commission to once 
again explore the obvious, bu t af­
firm a tive  action —  during  the 
1964 session of the Legislature — 
to establish a statewide m inim um - 
wage of $1.50 an hour, covering 
workers both in  interstate and in ­
trastate commerce.

“ The Negro and Puerto Rican 
communities of th is  state, who 
bear most heavily the burden of 
mass poverty stemming from  sub­
standard wages, w i l l  not remain 
s ilent w h ile  the ir urgent needs are 
buried in  another of w hat obvious­
ly  is an in term inable succession of 
unnnecessary s t u d y  comm it­
tees . . .”

workers are today among the 
poorest people in  the U.S. Not only 
is i t  impossible fo r  a fa rm er to 
support a fam ily  on “ 40 acres and 
a mule,”  he now needs no less 
than 325 acres, plus heavy invest­
ment in  fe rtilizers, weed-killers 
and complicated machinery.

“ The b ru ta l fact is tha t most 
farm ers are not rea lly  needed any­
more . . .  I t  is not surprising tha t 
in  the last ten years eight m il­
lio n  Americans le ft the ir farms 
fo r the cities. A t this moment there 
are over 1.5 m illio n  young men 
between ten and 19 grow ing up 
on farms, bu t in  the next ten 
years there w il l  be only 150,000 
openings fo r  fa rm  operators,”  
Bagdikian w rites.

“ Columbus Cooper is 57 years 
old. H is fa ther owned his own 
fa rm  and d ivided the land among 
his male children. Cooper started 
clearing his 26 acres when he was 
16 years old . . .  On a ra iny  day 
recently he looked out on his land 
in  Sumter County, S.C., at the 
sagging tobacco shed, the drizzle 
glistening on the small tractor and 
moistening the rust on his six- 
year-old car . . . ‘I ’d lik e  to re­
deem m yself but the exepnses are 
growing. Things could break bad 
fo r me i f  I  can’t  stop this expense 
and pay back m y indebtedness . . . 
Sometimes I  can’t  sleep nights t r y ­
ing to solve m y problems.’

“ I t  is generally agreed tha t a 
fa rm er in  the U nited States, i f  
he wants to live  at an ord inary  
standard of liv in g , needs to gross

SWP Urges Aid 
In Campaign for 
DeBerry, Shaw

C lif to n  D e B e rry

The Socialist W orkers Party 
has issued an appeal to friends 
and supporters to help finance the 
campaign of its candidates in the 
1964 presidentia l election. The 
SWP candidates are C lifton  De­
Berry, the f irs t Negro in  Am er­
ican h istory to be nominated as a 
presidential candidate by a p o lit­
ica l party, and Edward Shaw, a 
p rin te r w ith  a long record in  the 
trade-union and socialist move­
ments.

In  a le tte r to supporters, M arvel 
Scholl, National Fund D irector, 
said: “ In  this campaign we intend 
to have the SWP slate on every 
possible state ballot. As you know 
th is is no small task. Laws gov­
ern ing lis ting  of m ino rity  candi­
dates va ry  w ide ly  . . . Illino is , fo r 
instance, requires a m in im um  of
50,000 petition signatures, Ohio 
250,000, C a liforn ia  a cool h a lf m il­
lion! . . .  Besides hard w ork, a ll th is 
takes money — a great deal o f i t  
. . . We are appealing to you, 
therefore, to make as generous a 
contribution as possible so tha t we 
can carry on this v ita l p re lim ina ry  
w ork.”

Contributions to the campaign 
fund  should be sent to the Social­
is t W orkers Party, 116 U n ivers ity  
Place, New Y ork 3, N.Y,

at least $10,000 a year cash income. 
Columbus Cooper, w ith  a fam ily  
of 12, grosses $1,500.

“ He is no ra r ity  in  American 
fa rm ing,”  Bagdikian notes. “ More 
than 40 per cent of a ll Negroes 
in  ru ra l areas have less than $1,- 
000 a year income . . .”  Tw enty 
percent of the whites earn less 
than $1,000.

Secretary of A g ricu ltu re  O rv ille  
L. Freeman announced in  a New 
Year’s statement that he is in 
favor of doing something about 
“ the more than 15 m illio n  ru ra l 
Americans liv in g  under conditions 
of poverty.”  He th inks there 
should be new legislation on wheat 
and cotton. He points out that 
special wheat programs and price 
supports in  other commodities had 
helped increase fa rm  income by 
about $2.3 b illio n  during  tjie  last 
three years. But, as the song puts 
it, “ the medicine never gets to the 
place where the trouble is.”

The government spends about $5 
b illio n  a year on subsidies to fa rm ­
ers —  and most of i t  goes to the 
b ig farm ers who don’t  need it. 
Some 56 percent of the nation ’s 
farmers, in  the small and m ar­
g ina l category, receive only seven 
percent of the government’s agri­
cu ltu ra l subsidies.

A  new report from  the Twen­
tie th  C entury Fund, Farms and 
Farmers in  an Urban Age by Ed­
w ard Higbee, documents the ef­
fects o f the government subsidies 
upon the national fa rm  picture. 
C ontrary to generally accepted no-

The national contract negotiated 
by Teamster Union President 
James H offa  and the truck ing  in ­
dustry represents a s ign ificant ad­
vance fo r a ll organized labor. 
About 450,000 over-the-road and 
local drivers, employed by 16,000 
companies, w il l  be covered by the 
same contract. This could even­
tua lly  lead to the e lim ination of 
inequities in  wages and conditions 
that exist in  d iffe ren t areas of the 
country — notably in  the South.

The new contract w il l  provide 
yearly wage increases of ten, eight 
and ten cents an hour over the 
three-year life  of the contract, 
w hich w il l  expire March 31, 1967. 
I t  also includes increased pay­
ments to the un ion ’s pension plan 
w ith  some provisions fo r eye and 
dental care.

One serious weakness in  the 
contract is the tw o-year suspen­
sion of a cost-of-liv ing clause, and 
this at a tim e when prices are 
continuing to soar. Another weak­
ness is that no safeguards are pro­
vided against the loss of jobs due 
to increased autom ation or e ff i­
ciency campaigns.

From  the company po in t of 
view, the p rinc ipa l beneficiaries 
w il l  be the bigger truckers who 
w il l  undoubtedly pu t an economic 
squeeze on smaller competitors.

From the union po in t o f view, 
the nation-w ide contract has been 
an im p lic it demand since the 
Teamsters f irs t began to organize 
on a regional basis in  the 1930s. 
I t  remains to be seen, however, 
whether the new contract w il l  
serve the needs and aspirations of 
ran k -a n d -file  teamsters in  fu tu re  
struggles, o r whether i t  w il l  p ro­
vide the companies w ith  a bigger 
club to contro l the union.

*  *  *

“ Perhaps the women of A m er­
ica need to stage th e ir own M arch 
on Washington,”  observed Leslie 
Orear in  The Packinghouse W ork­
er.

According to Orear, “ Women 
are clustered in  the lowest pay­
ing occupations. Women are not 
often promoted to managerial

tions of w hat the fa rm  subsidies 
are supposed to accomplish, 
Higbee establishes tha t the years 
of greatest federal spending in 
agricu ltu re  have been the years 
of greatest decline in the number 
o f farm s and farmers. “ They have 
also been years o f ris ing sur­
pluses.”

The num ber of farms in  the 
U nited States has almost dropped 
in  h a lf under the subsidies p ro ­
gram. In  1935 there were 6.8 m il­
lion  farms, and today there are 
less than 3.7 m illion . O f these, 39 
percent produce 87 percent of the 
to ta l fa rm  output. I f  the other 61 
percent “ were to go out of busi­
ness by 1969 the ir output would 
not be missed.”  This 61 percent of 
poorer farmers are forced to seek 
non-farm  w ork, and average five  
times more income from  w ork  o ff 
the fa rm  than on the farm .

“ As poorer farm ers drop out of 
the race fo r su rv iva l the ir lands 
are consolidated by a smaller, 
abler group o f operators,”  says 
Higbee. This process has reached 
the po in t where the top three per­
cent of a ll farm s produce more 
than the bottom  78 percent.

The government subsidies, since 
they greatly favo r the big fa rm ­
ers, speed up the process of the 
destruction o f the l it t le  farm er. 
“ The h is to ry of price-support ef­
fo rts  indicates tha t they do not 
shelter the small farm er, bu t they 
do stim ulate his bigger competi­
tors.”

functions. Women are not yet ac­
cepted into many occupational 
fie lds in  w hich there is no real 
reason w hy they could not per­
fo rm  as adequately as men.”

He observes that i t  is precisely 
those women, who must w o rk  to 
feed and clothe a fam ily , who are 
specifically exempted from  the 
protection of the F a ir Employment 
Practices Act. As a result several 
m illio n  women are forced to w ork  
fo r less than one do lla r an hour.

*  *  *

A  protest against acceptance of 
a new contract negotiated by 
President M ichael J. Q u ill o f the 
Transport W orkers Union and the 
New Y o rk  C ity  T ransit A u th o rity  
is continuing inside the transit 
union.

A  central issue sparking the 
rank-and-file dissatisfaction was 
Q u ill’s abandonment of the de­
mand fo r a shorter w o rk  week. 
Im m ediate ly fo llow ing  his deal 
w ith  the trans it bosses, the union’s 
headquarters was picketed by
1,000 rank and file rs. For several 
days fo llow ing, a p icket line of 
100 or more continued th is fo rm  
of protest. One. of the pickets’ 
demands is fo r a secret ba llo t 
rather than the m a il- in  vote o r­
ganized by Q u ill.

Another action proposed by an 
“ anonymous”  committee was fo r 
a ll trans it workers to ca ll in  sick 
on Jan. 24, unless ba llo ting  ma­
chines are provided fo r the voting. 
The same committee members said 
they w ould drop out of the TW U 
“ and fo rm  a new un ion”  i f  they 
don’t get an honest count.

Q u ill’s reaction to these rank- 
and -file  m ilitan ts  was a scurrilous 
attack over TV. He accused them 
of being “ non-union scum,”  and 
“ over-age juven ile  delinquents.”

*  *  *

Pro Basketball p layer Tommy 
Heinsohn o f the Boston Celtics 
was accused of being “ a number 
one heel”  by club president W alter 
Brown. The v ilifica tio n  o f H ein­
sohn, who is president of the bas­
ke tba ll players’ union, fo llowed 
his attem pt to meet w ith  boss 
B row n to discuss players’ g riev­
ances.

Meanwhile, another Celtic p lay­
er, star B il l  Russell, charged bas­
ke tba ll club owners of using 
a quota system when h ir in g  Negro 
players. He also said tha t sports 
w rite rs  support the quota system.

“ W ith  the w hite, they’l l  say 
what his strong points are,”  ob­
served Russell, “ w ith  the Negro 
w hat he’s not so good at.”

N.Y. Forum Slates Talk 
By Harvey O'Connor

NEW YO R K —  H arvey O’Con­
nor w il l  speak on “ The State De­
partm ent in  the Service of Stand­
ard O il,”  F riday, Jan. 31, 8:30 p.m. 
at the M ilita n t Labor Forum, 116 
U n ivers ity  Place.

O’Connor is the author of a 
number of au thorita tive  books on 
the role of U.S. in  p lundering the 
w o rld ’s o il resources. The best 
known of these are The Empire of 
O il and W orld Crisis in  O il. He is 
a past ed ito r of the In te rna tiona l 
O il W orker, organ o f the O il 
W orkers In te rna tiona l Union, and 
author of H isto ry  o f the O il W ork­
ers In te rna tiona l Union.

Biographer of several o f Am er­
ica’s S ix ty  Families, M r. O’Connor 
has w ritte n  M ellon’s M illions, The 
Guggenheims and The Astors.

In  addition to setting the record 
stra igh t on the source of some of 
the large fortunes in  the U .SA ., 
M r. O’Connor has partic ipated ac­
tiv e ly  in  the fig h t fo r c iv il l ib ­
erties. U n til recently he was chair­
man o f the Emergency C iv il L ib ­
erties Committee. He is now chair­
man o f the N ational Committee 
to Abolish the House Un-Amer­
ican A ctiv ities  Committee.

NEW DATA ON RURAL POOR

The Key Fact: ‘Most Farmers Are Not Really Needed Anymore’

New York Minimum Wage Fight
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HARLEM TENANTS HEAR FIGHTING SPEECHES

James Baldwin and John Lewis at Rent-Strike Rally
James Baldwin:

I  don’t  have anything to say to 
you tha t you don’t  already know. 
I  was born in  Harlem. There were 
nine o f us in  a series o f horrib le  
apartments. I  rem em ber. one 
apartment on 134th Street above 
the rive r. [He stops to adjust 
sound.]

I  am only here rea lly  as a w it ­
ness. I  was born in  H arlem  hos­
p ita l in  1924. That means I  was 
raised in  the depression days. Our 
fa ther — there were nine of us —  
as fa r as I  know he never made 
more than $27.50 a week a ll the 
years I  was grow ing up. Many 
times he d idn ’t  w o rk  at a ll. M y 
sisters and brothers and I  slept 
fiv e  and s ix  to a bed, catercorner.

I  know about the rats and the 
p laster and the roaches and the 
lack of heat. 1 know  how hard i t  
is to fin d  the land lord even to 
complain. I  know  the in ten t of 
the ghetto is to create so many 
obstacles to getting through a sin­
gle day tha t by the tim e you are 
30 you have had it.

I t  is done deliberately because 
b lack people have always played 
a certain role. Our ro le has been 
to corroborate the w h ite  man’s 
v is ion o f himself. He can’t be 
w ha t he says and th inks he is 
unless we are w hat he th inks we 
are. In  order to keep us where 
he th inks we should be he has 
the most b ru ta l set of laws and 
‘customs’ in  the South. And a very 
e ffective  economic system in  the 
N orth  designed to keep us at the 
bottom  of the labor barre l fo r a ll 
o u r life .

I t  isn ’t  only the land lo rd  you 
have to figh t. I t  is also the insur­
ance companies. I ’m sure you 
know  something about tha t . . .  In  
spite of a ll the policemen w a lk ­
in g  in  Harlem  m y brother has 
been robbed fo u r times in  the 
last s ix months. A nd noth ing is 
done about it. One doesn’t even 
ca ll the police anymore. I t  isn’t 
w o rth  it. This is w hat we are 
try in g  to fig h t against.

When one ta lks about the w h ite  
power structure, whites say they 
are not responsible and say: “ We 
have Negro friends and maids and 
have not h u rt a Negro in  our 
lives.”  As fa r as i t  goes i t  is true. 
W hen the tra in  passes 125th Street 
over the Park Avenue ra ilroad 
station they’re on the ir way to 
Connecticut and a ll they see is 
the few housing projects they pu t 
up to keep us there and they 
are very proud of it. There is a 
contradiction between the lives 
w h ite  people live  and the lives 
we live.

The landlords, the c ity  and the 
state are responsible. Things can 
be corrected but only i f  we force 
them to act. They w il l  never do 
i t  otherwise. In  the South, fo r 
example, we see some changes 
have been made. I ’m  not being 
cheerfu l about this. I ’m not a l ib ­
era l . . . B u t we know  the situa­
tion  in  the South was precipitated 
by the Negro people in  the streets. 
I f  not, the situation w ould be ex­
actly w hat i t  was 50-60 and a 
hundred years ago. I t  is because

James Baldwin

the people couldn’t  w a it fo r M r. 
Charley to give them the ir free­
dom.

I t  is a more complex situation in 
the North. I t ’s hard to fin d  the 
landlord. I t ’s hard to know where 
.the enemy is. I  know  where he is. 
ïjle ’s in  the bank. He’s in  the 
bank! H arlem  is a very lucrative 
place fo r a great many people. 
You don’t have to repair the 
houses and the people have to pay 
the rent. A  great many people 
live  on it, not a ll o f them white.

This is a revolution. I t  is going 
to be harder and harder and hard­
er because the revolution has got 
to revise the entire  system in 
order fo r us, as Negroes, to live  
and in  order fo r the country to 
survive. I t  connects w ith  the con­
d ition  o f black and dark people 
a ll over the w orld . One must be 
bold enough to see and say this . . .

I t  is im portant to remember that 
once we get the vote in  the South 
the Democratic Party, as we know 
it, and the Republican Party, as 
we know  it, and the South, as we 
know  it, and the country, as we 
know it, w il l  be d iffe ren t. Now a 
great many people in  power know 
this, obviously, and are determ­
ined w ith  everyth ing that they 
have in  the ir hands to prevent 
such a transform ation. And that 
is w hy the country at the moment 
is really, sp ir itu a lly  speaking, at 
the edge of c iv il war.

I t  is im portan t not to lose our 
courage or compromise. Don’t  be­
lieve anyone who says to relax 
and they w il l  take care of i t  fo r 
us. I t  is im portan t fo r us to take 
care of i t  ourselves and prepare 
ourselves fo r a very long and te r­
rib le  battle  w hich we can’t afford 
to lose.

John Lewis:
M r. Grey, I must say to a ll of 

you here who are involved in  the 
struggle, that this is indeed a great 
priv ilege to be here. I  'got out of 
ja il  in A tlan ta  at 1:30 this m orn­
ing. A  group of us were arrested 
there last n igh t because we were 
involved in some protests in  pub­
lic  accommodation. People from  
SNCC, SCLC, N AAC P . . . went 
to  ja il  last n igh t bu t I  had made 
a comm itment to be here today, so 
on this one occasion I  said I  w ant 
to be bailed out of ja il  to make i t  
and here I am.

Those of us who live  and w ork  
in  the Deep South have been fo l­
low ing the struggle here in  H ar­
lem w ith  great interest. This rep­
resents something very new and 
m eaningful not only to the state 
of New Y o rk  bu t to the whole na­
tion. Some of us have been saying 
a ll along tha t when the masses get 
m oving in Harlem , the masses in  
the whole nation w il l  move.

I th in k  1964 is the year fo r us 
to move and you are moving. A t 
the present time, and I  th in k  I  am 
r ig h t here, th is com m unity is the 
only com m unity in  th is nation at 
the present tim e tha t is mobilized 
and prepared to move. We must 
say not only to th is com m unity 
bu t to other communities a ll over 
th is nation —  South and N orth  — 
like  Chicago, and D etro it, Cleve­
land, Buffa lo, B irm ingham , A t­
lanta, N ashville and a ll of these 
large ghetto communities, tha t we 
are not going to pay our rent fo r 
w hat we don’t  get.

No More
I  had a feeling tha t there w ould 

come a tim e like  th is in  the life  
of the people. I  th in k  i t  is here in 
H arlem  now tha t in  a real sense 
the cup runneth over. You are 
rea lly  saying in  so many words: 
“ I  am not going to take i t  any 
longer.”  You are saying i t  not only 
to the c ity  of New Y ork bu t to 
a lo t of us in  the Deep South.

We must rise up and use new 
means to complete th is revolution. 
In  a ll the ghettoes our people are 
paying ren t fo r nothing. They 
have no lights in  some places, no 
hot water, they have rats. I f  a ll 
over th is nation, i f  during  the 
next two weeks and February 
there is born a general rent strike 
you w il l  see something very 
beautifu l. You w il l  make 1963 
look very petty and 1964 w il l  be 
the year of the c iv il-righ ts revo lu­
tion. I t  is not jus t going to come 
from  c ity  ha ll or A lbany or not 
even from  Washington, D.C., bu t 
from  the people like  you. And a ll 
of us are going to have to not only 
refuse to pay our ren t but we 
m ight be called upon to get in  the 
streets and go to c ity  ha ll and 
maybe move out in  the summer 
months because there are too
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many rats on the inside, and 
block up some of these c ity  streets.

The tim e is now fo r oppressed 
people throughout th is nation and 
th is w o rld  to stop playing. We 
wanted to be free by 1963. We are 
not free yet. We keep saying le t’s 
fig h t here and there. I f  we rea lly  
w ant to be free, to pu t an end to 
th is very system, I  th in k  each of 
you must continue doing w hat you 
now are, bu t in tensify ing  the 
struggle not only through Harlem 
but throughout th is nation.

In  the South we are not free. 
We m ust say to the people in  
H arlem  who w ant to live  in  a de­
cent home, in  Chicago who w ant 
a decent meal, none of us are free 
u n til a ll o f us are tru ly  and rea lly  
free. We say in  a real sense that 
i t  takes the force, the power of 
our own bodies. In  SNCC where 
people are w ork ing  in  Alabama, 
they ta lk  about pu tting  the ir 
bodies on the line. As someone 
suggested we don’t  have money 
but we have bodies. We don’t  have 
a lo t of money but we have bodies. 
I f  we get together as bodies and 
move together in  a great mass, we 
w ould  tu rn  this nation upside 
down.

W ill to Struggle
Not one th ing  is going to be 

given to us. We are going to have 
to struggle fo r it. As the great 
Frederick Douglass said, there can 
be no progress w ithou t struggle. 
We must be w illin g  to struggle 
here in  H arlem  and throughout 
every v illage and ham let and c ity  
of th is nation u n til a ll the people 
can say we are rea lly  free. I f  we 
don’t  do th is then our revolution 
w il l  come to an end before we 
gain independence and freedom.

I  call upon everyone to do ev­
e ryth ing  possible in  your power 
to carry the revo lu tion fu rthe r. 
We in  SNCC support and salute 
your efforts. Today in  the cities 
like  K noxv ille , A tlanta , New 
Orleans, people are th ink ing  about 
the same thing. Maybe during the 
month of February we w il l  get 
something going. Thank you very 
much.

A bout These Speeches
The speeches by author James B a ldw in  and Student Nonviolent 

Coordinating Committee Chairm an John Lew is published here were 
delivered at a Jan. 12 H arlem  rent-strike ra lly . The ra lly , attended by 
some 600 persons jro m  the area, was held in  a basketball gym on 117th 
Street and was sponsored by the Rent S trike Coordinating Committee.

. . .  Zone Residents Treat Panamanian People Like Dirt
(Continued from  Page 1)

evoked such resentment from  the 
Panamanians tha t Am erican sea­
men, fo r instance, do not like  to 
go ashore in  Panama because of 
the low  esteem in  w hich A m eri­
cans are held.

Says a Zonian: “ We live  a 
damned comfortable existence 
here. But the Canal Zone needs a 
stable, steady force of skilled la ­
bor to keep these boats coming 
through, and w hat we get is no 
morje than w hat i t  takes to keep 
a good group o f people happy in  
a trop ica l climate under these 
tense conditions.”

A bout 15,000 Panamanians are 
employed in  the Zone, the vast

m a jo rity  in  low -paying  jobs. O nly 
Americans are allowed the top 
1,500 positions fo r  “ security”  rea­
sons. Several A F L -C IO  unions 
there have barred Panamanians 
from  membership, and U.S. em­
ployes receive a 25 per cent “ over­
seas”  bonus, use of ther own com­
missaries fo r  tax-free  goods, and 
low -ren t housing.

“ Equal Pay” ?
Despite the supposed existence 

of a U.S. “ equal-pay”  policy w ith  
regard •■to its employes, a Pana­
manian receives $1.30 an hour fo r 
the same job  fo r  w hich a N orth  
Am erican receives $2.40.

And, outside the Zone, a fo r-

m a lly  free nation exists. I f  Zone 
conditions are bad, i f  Panamanian 
Zone workers are treated like  
dogs, in  Panama at large i t  is 
l it t le  better: Per capita earning 
there is about $300 compared to 
the $4,220 per capita of the Zon- 
ians. And Panamanian national­
ism is constantly irrita ted , not 
on ly by the historical fact that 
the Zone was signed away to the 
Yankees by a French financier 
c la im ing to represent Panama, bu t 
also by the continued' presence 
of the overbearing, contemptuous 
“ L it t le  Am erica”  parasitica lly 
lodged in  th e ir own country ’s v i­
tals.

Colonialism and segregation

there are supplements to the U.S. 
neo-colonialism, w hich o rd ina rily  
suffices to control Central A m eri­
ca’s “ banana republics.”  The Pana­
manian economy is dominated 
outside the Zone by the banana 
and cocoa plantations o f the 
United F ru it Co. Over one eighth 
of the land is owned by 60 pro­
prietors.

Yet President Chiari, local agent 
of U.S. im peria lism  and the native 
oligarchy, has to try  verba lly  to 
prove him self an an ti-im peria lis t 
in  order to cover up his true  role. 
For the massive demonstrations 
have begun to crack the dikes of 
the sacred property rights o f the 
Colossus o f the North.

Free Thought 
Is  D ebated a t 
M innesota U

By Sheila Jones
M IN N EAPO LIS  —  The fig h t 

fo r c iv il liberties at the U n iver­
s ity  of Minnesota attained a new 
level as P o litica l Science Professor 
M u lfo rd  Q. S ibley confronted St. 
Paul businessman and councilman 
M ilto n  Rosen in  a debate on the 
nature and lim its  o f academic 
freedom.

This was part of a development 
begun last summer when the 
Am erican Legion passed resolu-, 
tions attacking tw o  Minnesota 
campus groups and the W orld  A f ­
fa irs  Center. Not to be outdone, 
the Minnesota Baptist Convention 
then passed resolutions attacking, 
among others, George Tselos, 
form er Minnesota chairman o f the 
Young Socialist A lliance, Joseph 
Johnson, T w in  Cities organizer of 
the Socialist W orkers Party, and 
P rof. S ibley himself, because he 
is facu lty  advisor to the Student 
Peace Union and Socialist Club on 
campus.

In  an open meeting Sept, 13 
Tselos and Johnson countered the 
slanders. Subsequently the attacks 
degenerated in to  personal insults 
and ' a c ry  fo r Prof. S ib ley’s re ­
moval from  campus.

Enter M ilton  Rosen, self-appoint­
ed defender of decency and Am er­
icanism. He was ind ignant be­
cause his tax money was going to 
support a public institu tion ' where 
a person like  Prof. S ibley could 
“ expound his f i l th y  ideas” ! He 
had seen, he said, a le tte r by 
Prof. S ibley in  the student paper 
in  which S ibley had said he w ould 
welcome on the campus “ one or 
two Communist professors, a stu­
dent Communist club, an A the ist 
club, a free-love society, a League 
fo r the O verthrow  o f the Govern­
ment by Jeffersonian Violence, 
and perhaps a nudist c lub.”

In  the course of the campus 
confrontation, S ibley defended 
academic freedom on the assump­
tion  that there is a tru th  to be 
discovered and man, specifically 
academic man, must have no re­
strictions in  his quest fo r tru th .

Rosen lim ited  his presentation 
to' slanderous attacks on S ib ley’s 
character and irre levan t re fe r­
ences to his clean business reputa­
tion  and his clean, God-fearing 
home.

The attendance consisted of an 
overflow  crowd in a ballroom  
that could only hold 500. In  con­
trast to scattered, spasmodic ap­
plause fo r Rosen, Sibley received 
a m inute-long standing ovation.

California May Bar 
Armed Ultra-Rights

LOS ANGELES —  State A tto r­
ney General Stanley Mosk an­
nounced on Jan. 6 tha t he w ould 
ask fo r legislation against neo- 
fascist p riva te  armies h ithe rto  to l­
erated in  Californ ia. He referred 
specifically to such armed groups 
as the Minutemen, Am erican Nazi 
Party and the Rangers.

That these hate-filled , trigger- 
happy groups are a danger not 
on ly to “ Communists”  and Jews, 
bu t to the public at large was 
illus tra ted  by an incident in  San 
Diego last month. A  young woman 
there na rrow ly  escaped death 
when her car. was ridd led  w ith  
bullets fired  by Troy Haughton, 
leader o f the Minutemen. He saw 
his parked jeep m oving behind the 
car driven by M ary Courtney, 21. 
Rushing out of his house w ith  a 
r if le  he pumped ten bullets in to  
her car and then held her at 
gunpoint u n til the police arrived. 
He said he thought she was steal­
ing his car. The young woman 
explained that she wasn’t  aware 
that her bumper had become en­
tangled w ith  tha t o f the jeep.

There is no report o f any ac­
tion  taken against Haughton fo r 
the shooting.
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French Recognition of China
French plans to recognize the People’s Republic of China open 

another breach in  the w a ll U.S. ru lin g  circles tr ied  to bu ild  around 
countries where socialist revo lu tions have occurred. DeG aullefs 
defiance of the State Departm ent also marks a new stage in  the 
increasing crisis of U.S. b ipartisan fore ign policy. Since W orld  
W ar I I  A m erica ’s ru lers have fo llow ed the dangerous road o f cold 
w ar and w o rld  expansion. This po licy  is p rov ing  more and more 
unsuccessful. The fa ilu re  of the blockade of Cuba and China’s 
breaking out o f isolation are s tr ik in g  signs of that.

The French example is a sensible one tha t W ashington should 
fo llow . Extension of d ip lom atic  recognition does not im p ly  ap­
p rova l of the Chinese revo lu tion  or its  regime. I t  m erely acknow l­
edges w ha t exists. The French cap ita lis t government was not 
impelled, by ideological considerations bu t by pure ly  practical 
one^, such as increasing trade.

The U.S. refusal to recognize the Chinese regim e’s existence 
has always m irro red  the desire to  pu t an end to its  existence, a 
com m itm ent to its  overthrow , like  W ashington’s policy tow ard  the 
Castro regime. Such plans were doomed from  the start. We are 
liv in g  in  an age of social revo lu tion, when the oppressed peoples 
of the earth are determ ined to be free o f im peria lism  and cap ita l­
ism. The U.S. cannot hope to 'tu rn  back the clock of h is to ry  in 
China or anywhere else.

Establishm ent of norm al, peaceful relations w ith  socia list- 
oriented countries would  be the sensible approach fo r Washington 
to the pow erfu l surge o f revo lu tion  in  our tim e. The U.S. should 
recognize China, W ithd raw  the flee t from  Chinese waters, accept 
China’s entrance in to  the U nited  Nations and establish norm al 
trade, trave l and d ip lom atic relations w ith  it.

Welcome Civil-Liberties News
I t  is welcome news th a t 67 leading figures in  the fie lds of 

law , lite ra tu re , labor, and re lig ion  have petitioned Congress, u rg ­
ing  repeal of the Sm ith  Act, the M cCarran In te rn a l Security Act, 
and the Com m unist C ontro l A c t of 1954. The petitioners include 
Thurm an A rno ld , John C iard i, H a rry  Golden, Robert Hutchins, 
V ic to r Reuther, Reinhold N iebuhr, and lawyers and o fficers o f the 
Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union. f

This is pa rt of the ris ing  tide  o f revulsion against the though t- 
con tro l laws and practices o f the w itc h -h u n t era. I t  reflects the 
ind ignation  of those becoming m ore and more aware of the s tiflin g  
e ffect o f such laws and of th e ir  ev il insp irers —  the inquis itions 
conducted by the House U n-A m erican  A c tiv itie s  Committee and 
the Senate In te rn a l Security Subcommittee.

T im e was when the Democratic and Republican politic ians 
figu red  th a t shouting against “ comm unism ”  was a su re -fire  way 
to catch votes. A l l  ind ications are th a t th a t tim e  is passing. B u t 
the politic ians m ust be made keenly aware o f th a t fact fo r  the 
Congressional inqu is itions go on. The adm in istra tion  is s t il l try in g  
to label the Advance youth  organization a “ Com m unist fro n t.”  
State sedition laws are used to persecute the Young Socialist A l ­
liance in  Ind iana and the anti-segregationist Southern Conference 
Educational Fund in  Louisiana.

So the  message th a t w itch -h u n tin g  doesn’t  pay as of o ld  must 
be b rought home to the cap ita lis t politic ians. To th is  end a ll 
socia list-m inded groups and ind iv idua ls  and a ll believers in  c iv il 
libe rties  m ust redouble th e ir  ag ita tion fo r repeql of the Sm ith, 
M cCarran, and Com m unist C ontro l Acts and fo r the abo lition  of 
the w itc h -h u n tin g  Congressional committees.

Local Directory
B O S TO N . Boston L a b o r F o ru m , 295 

H u n tin g to n  A ve ., R oom  200.

C H IC A G O . S o c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  and 
bookstore . 302 S ou th  Canal St., Room  210. 
W E  8-5044.

C L E V E L A N D . Eugene V . Debs H a ll. 
B oom  23, 5927 E u c lid  A ve ., C leve land  3, 
O h io .

D E N V E R , M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o ru m , T e le ­
phone  825-2779.
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How Cuba Rehabilitates the Handicapped

AN EXAMPLE FOR U.S. This scene at a nursery for children 
of working mothers is in Santiago, Cuba. Despite the difficulties 
faced by the Cuban revolution, such nurseries have been built 
throughout the country.

[O n several occasions in  the 
past few years we have reprinted 
articles about La tin  America and 
Cuba by Canadian jou rna lis t Jack 
Scott, who w rites a regular col­
umn fo r the Vancouver Sun. The 
fo llow ing artic le  appeared in the 
Jan. 14 issue of tha t newspaper.]

The surest way to get involved 
sym pathetically w ith  the Cuban 
revolution, the fundam ental cause, 
I  suppose, fo r my own devotion 
to it, is to see fo r yourself what 
i t  has meant fo r the children of 
tha t maligned island.

As you drive in  to Havana from  
the José M a rti A irp o rt one of the 
firs t b illboards you see bears the 
legend, “ Children are born to be 
happy.”  In  a nation given rather 
excessively to heroic slogans, i t  
is the one tha t seems to me the 
most meaningful and the nearest 
to fu lfillm e n t.

So i t  has been interesting fo r 
me to meet Paul and Bella Sheer 
who have jus t arrived in  these 
parts from  close to tw o years of 
w ork ing  as educational advisors 
in  Cuba.

Iron ica lly  enough, considering 
the scandalous lim ita tions o f B r it ­
ish Columbia’s child w elfare serv­
ices, the Sheers have found that 
there’s no demand fo r the i/*se rv - 
ices here, though Paul is a sociol­
ogist w ith  considerable experience 
in  England and on the continent 
and Bella, a psychologist who 
trained at Crane college, the U n i­
versity of Chicago and. Northwes­
tern, has worked fo r years w ith  
handicapped children.

See fo r Selves
I t  was pure ly by chance that 

Paul and Bella came to have the ir 
Cuban adventure. They were hol­
idaying in  Mexico, en route to 
Vancouver from  Toronto when 
they flew  over to Havana “ to 
see fo r ourselves w hat i t  was a ll 
about.”

The Cubans, learn ing of the ir 
qualifications, asked them to come 
back on a contract basis and the 
Sheers, somewhat carried away 
by the boundless Cuban enthusi­
asm, returned w ith  the ir fo u r ch il­
dren, a 17-foot house tra ile r and 
a poodle named Corky. I t  was to 
be two of the most rewarding 
years o f the ir lives.

*  *  *

Bella, pa rticu la rly , having been 
asked to organize classes fo r han­
dicapped children, believes that 
Castro’s Cuba may become a 
model fo r the w orld.

“ I t ’s not only w hat they’re do­
ing in  remedial w ork,”  she told 
me, “ bu t there’s an active cam­
paign to break down society’s su­
perstition that the handicapped 
person can contribute l it t le  to the 
community.

“ Under the Batista regime the 
handicapped ch ild  was not con­
sidered a responsibility o f the 
state. Castro’s revolutionaries in ­
herited a staggering problem. F if ­
ty  per cent of the deaf children, 
fo r example, were kids who 
could have had norm al hearing 
w ith  treatment.

Rehabilitation Schools
“ The b lind, the crippled, the 

m enta lly retarded or physically 
abnormal were w ithou t teachers 
or facilities. Today there are some 
30 schools fo r the deaf and b lind 
and tw o large hospital schools 
fo r rehab ilita ting  the physically 
handicapped.

“ When Castro took over there 
was a single occupational thera­
p ist in  Cuba. Now there is an 
ambitious program to tra in  teach­
ers and in  our short tw o years 
there we saw an almost m iracu­
lous transition from  complete ne­
glect to genuine rehabilita tion.

“ Even ch ildren who are beyond 
hope are accommodated in  special 
boarding schools, usually in  the 
Havana mansions vacated by 
those who le ft  fo r M iam i. I t  is 
hard not to th in k  of i t  as poetic 
justice.”

*  *  *

The Sheers were pa rticu la rly  
impressed, as I  was, by the sys­

tem of “ becados,”  the scholarship 
program under which some hun­
dred thousand youngsters are be­
ing readied fo r special tra in ing  
in  engineering, medicine, science, 
economics and other professions.

“ Whenever my own w ork 
bogged down I took heart from  
the success of tha t idea,”  Bella 
said. “ We lived in  an area where 
many of these students were 
housed. I t  was a reassuring way 
to begin the day to see them 
m arching o ff to school, a ll- sizes 
and shapes and a ll colors from  
A frican-b lack to flaxen-haired, 
glow ing w ith  health and enthus­
iasm. Most are children from  fam ­
ilies that had known noth ing but 
deep poverty in  the past, yet now

(Continned from Page 1)
lanta to speak before a jo in t ses­
sion of the Georgia legislature.

Seventy-nine high-school stu­
dents have been tem porarily  su­
spended from  classes since dem­
onstrations began, and several col­
lege students report th e ir school’s 
adm inistration has threatened to 
expel students active in  the dem­
onstrations.

“ We w ant to make A tlan ta  an 
‘open .c ity ,’ ”  COAHR Chairman 
L a rry  Fox said. “ We w ant jobs, 
decent and integrated schools, and 
the r ig h t to eat o r rent a room 
wherever we choose.”  \

In  another development, SNCC 
announced its support of a planned 
m u lti-c ity  boycott of schools to 
protest overcrowding and segre­
gation. Representatives from  six 
cities —  A tlan ta , New Y ork, Chi­
cago, St, Louis, Boston, and Phila­
delphia —  met earlie r this month 
in New Y ork  to plan the boycott.

In  announcing support of the 
boycott, Lew is said: “ This boy­
cott, like  the Freedom Day Boy­
cott in  Chicago last year, should 
serve to rem ind the nation -as w e ll 
as local school boards across the 
country tha t conditions in  Negro 
schools, N orth  and South, are s ti l l  
separate and unequal, as they

they are the real hope fo r Cuba’s 
fu tu re .”

Paul was impressed, too, w ith  
education at the adult level.

“ A t one tobacco factory, fo r in ­
stance,”  he said, “ I  spoke to a 
class of 15 workers who were 
tak ing  a course in  English. A n ­
other group stayed a fte r w o rk  to 
study industria l design. Every 
class tha t is formed in  Cuba, even 
those in  soil enrichm ent and agri­
cu ltu ra l techniques, is fil le d  up as 
soon as i t ’s.announced. Thousands 
of o lder people are tak ing  regular 
schooling w ith  an accelerated p r i­
m ary and secondary school cur­
ricu lum . I t ’s like  w atching people 
coming out o f the past in to  the 
Tw entie th  Century.”

have been since and before the 
Supreme C ourt’s 1954 decision, ten 
long years ago.

“ Decent education is basic to our 
struggle. We are jim crow ed f irs t 
in  the classroom, in  the f irs t and 
second grades where over-crowd­
ing and poor fac ilities conspire to 
rob us o f jobs and other opportu­
n ities in  la te r life  . . . This situa­
tion must be remedied.”

...New York Jailing
(Continued from Page 1)

m ainder o f the demonstrators. 
Pickets marched in  fro n t o f the 
Women’s House of Detention each 
day o f the ten days Mrs. B ibu ld  
was in  ja il. The largest demon­
stration occurred Saturday n ight, 
when the pickets were jo ined by 
about 90 friends from  New Jersey 
between 2 and 3 a.m.

Some shopkeepers and residents 
o f the area —  a touris t center and 
a comfortable “ m iddle-incom e”  
housing d is tr ic t —  Complained 
tha t the singing o f the pickets 
disturbed them and tha t the p ick­
et line  attracted too much atten­
tion  to the b ig b rick  prison. They 
don’t  like  to be rem inded tha t i t  
is there.

...A tla n ta  A nti-B ias Protests

A CANADIAN REPORT
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LETTER FROM A LATIN AMERICAN

A  Gigantic Storm Is Brewing

MADE IN  USA. A Sherman tank batters down gate of Buenos 
Aires, Argentina,, meat-packing plant held by striking workers. 
Such aid to reaction has deepened opposition to U.S.

[Leonidas is the pen name of 
a La tin  Am erican reader who, in  
subm itting the fo llow ing article, 
w rites: “ The English is not so 
good, I  hope you understand, but 
our desire is to communicate w ith  
those good N orth  Americans cap­
able of understanding our s itua­
tion  . . .  I t  is very im portant 
tha t wp te ll them about our in ­
tentions.” ]

By Leonidas
People may say tha t fo r many 

and varied reasons a w ar w il l  
never take place in  L a tin  A m eri­
ca, bu t actually a w ar is going on 
there now —  a' class w ar which 
in  due tim e w il l  become a bloody 
struggle.

There is tenseness in  the a ir o f 
L a tin  America, and an awareness 
among the people of something 
tak ing  fo rm  and m aturing, slow ly 
bu t surely.

In  the large cities, the slum - 
dwellers sulk inside the ir ra t- in ­
fested shacks, unemployed and de­
jected, feeling forgotten, roaming 
about in  groups, lis tening carefu l­
ly  to nationalistic speeches and 
brooding about them.

Unemployment, combined w ith  
abject poverty, in justice and op­
pression w ithou t a sign of im ­
provement - i-  th is is the da ily  fare 
o f our humble people there.

M eanwhile the ru lin g  classes 
who have held power fo r gener­
ations by force of arms, live  and 
ru le  w ith  a complete and na tu r­
al ind ifference molded by hun­
dreds of years of feudal power, 
lu x u ry  and comforts, almost, un­
aware o f the gigantic storm brew ­
ing around them. They disregard 
the desperate frus tra tion  and ha­
tred o f the people toward them. 
As always, they count and depend 
f ir s t  on the the armed forces w ith  
the ir U.S.-supplied weapons and 
the ir U .S.-trained officers. Second, 
they count on U.S. help in  bloody 
struggle against th e ir populations.

Hate the People
The top officers in  the La tin  

Am erican armies are selected not 
fo r the ir ab ilities bu t fo r the ir 
hatred fo r the common people. 
The tru th  is tha t actually we don’t 
need armies in  L a tin  Am erica 
since we are a ll o f the same eth­
nic orig in , speak the same lan­
guage and, as people, love each 
other. The armies there are aimed 
at our impoverished masses.

Can you imagine this aristo­
cratic and o ligarchic class, con­
s titu ting  only eight per cent of 
the population, presum ing to te ll

the w orld  that i t  alone represents 
democracy and progress in  La tin  
America? That the rem aining 92 
per cent, composed of Negroes, 
Indians and mestizos [m ixed an­
cestry] are just a bunch of back­
ward, frustra ted pro-Commies and 
anti-Am ericans who deserve to be 
completely w iped out? Shades of 
the Deep South!

B u t a fte r being so bruta l, they 
march in to  church, shielding 
themselves behind the bishop’s 
mantle, and try  to buy the ir way 
in to heaven w ith  large contribu­
tions. This shows how un-C hris­
tian they rea lly  are, how hypocri­
tica l and cynical they are; how 
lit t le  they know about the early 
Christians and Jesus, who used to 
w a lk  barefoot among the humble, 
g iv ing love and care to them, not 
lashings and bullets which these 
rich, so-called Christians dispense 
so freely. Shades of Madame Nhu!

The humble people in  our coun­
tries watch and w a it; each day 
getting more and more restless. 
The natura l process of osmosis is 
doing its w ork and the sp ir it of 
revo lu tion is emerging and taking 
shape.

The desire fo r social-economic 
changes is enveloping a ll the pro­
gressive social strata in our La tin  
Am erican society, w inn ing  over 
the honest intellectuals and stu­
dents. O nly the small percentage 
of our population composed of the 
feudalistic and oligarchic element, 
w hich owns most of our land, 
na tura l resources and industries, 
remains aloof and isolated.

This aristocratic class has a 
h igh ly developed hierarchical 
code. I t  is a code in  which social 
standing depends firs t of a ll on 
race, place o f b irth , and ancestry. 
A fte r that, a person’s importance 
is judged by the size of his land- 
holdings, real estate, bank account 
and po litica l influence.

A  perverted sense of so lidarity  
guides a ll the actions o f members 
of the small upper class. Thus 
they take the side of, and give 
support to, the ir equals in  any 
argument, law su it or legal action 
where the other party concerned 
is not one o f theirs.

This oppressive and stagnant 
ru lin g  class lives completely in ­
d iffe ren t to, o r unaware of, the 
tremendous social changes taking 
place a ll over the w orld. Thus, 
they s till pay our peasants from  
three to 38 cents fo r 12 to 14 hours 
of hard labor in  the fie lds —  ex­
actly the same wages they were 
paying a hundred years ago. In  
places like  Peru, ha lf o f a man’s 
wages (3Vfe cents a day) is given 
to h im  in  coca leaves, w hich is a 
narcotic.

In  H igh  Stations
Where are the “ G od-fearing” 

upholders of in justice and exp lo i­
ta tion o f tho poor to be found in  
Peru? They are stationed in  every 
position o f importance in  the gov­
ernment and in  the church, a l­
ways scaring the people w ith  God 
w h ile  they themselves laugh at 
H im . Shades of Mephistopheles!

T he ir absolute intransigence to 
badly wanted social-economic 
changes borders on tragic and 
Stubborn stupid ity. T he ir u n w il­
lingness to reconcile the ir policies 
w ith  b itte r rea lity  borders on de­
lir iu m .

Besides, they th in k  tha t any 
g iv ing in  now w ould be consid­
ered an admission o f weakness and 
a confession of defeat a fte r a ll 
the ir years o f resistance to such 
changes.

The Mexican Revolution served 
as a w arn ing  of the dangers ahead 
and a demonstration o f the peo­
ple’s power. B u t they reacted to 
i t  on ly by rem oving b illions of 
dollars from  th e ir own countries 
to banks in  Europe and U nited 
States.

The recent Cuban Revolution 
was another shock to most of 
them. Again in  panic they are

transferring most of the ir rem ain­
ing valuables to places of safety 
abroad ra ther than p low ing the ir 
gigantic p ro fits  back in to  the econ-, 
omy which desperately needs new 
industries capable of creating new 
jobs, greater national w ealth and 
a better standard of liv ing .

A ll  th is selfishness, th is lack of 
love fo r people or country on the 
part of the ru lin g  class, paralyzes 
any honest approach to the peace­
fu l solution of the chaotic situa­
tion.

By delaying and seeking to 
frustra te  the inevitable changes, 
by becoming irreconcilable adver­
saries of the people, and fin a lly  
by puncturing a ll illusions of 
peaceful settlement, the w ealthy 
m ino rity  has engendered great 
hos tility  among the m ajority . Be­
cause of this, explosive and revo­
lu tionary  forces are already bang­
ing hard on the ir doors.

This is the ru lin g  class which 
has kept most of L a tin  America 
over 200 years behind the rest of 
the world.

A  W arning
In  such a fast-m oving and mod­

ern w orld  these social parasites 
liv e  jus t as the ir ancestors used 
to in  the 1800s. C ontributing noth­
ing of cu ltu ra l, social o r economic 
value to the people, they consti­
tu te a plague or a m alignant tu ­
mor, w hich must and w il l  be 
eradicated.

What rig h t has this aristocracy 
to ride herd on our humble peo­
ple as i f  we were cattle? W hy 
should we be ruled and led by an 
oligarchy tha t holds back the 
clock, holds back progress, which 
s till lives and maintains the feudal 
customs and privileges of the days 
of the kings of Spain? W hy should 
we be led and ruled by such 
scum?

Such is the tragic and grue­
some situation in  w hich the La tin  
Am erican people find  themselves. 
Whole countries w il l  be aflame 
w ith  revolt. We know how to take 
care of ourselves against our ene­
my.

To any outsiders presuming to 
wage a w ar against our masses by 
siding w ith  our exploiters, we say: 
beware! stay out of this and don’t 

m ix  in to  a ffa irs  w hich are a mat­
te r o f life  and death fo r us; 
and most o f a ll, don’t k i l l  a 
single one of our peasants, don’t 
touch one o f bu r workers, don’t 
touch one of our Indians or any 
o f our Negroes. Because i f  you 
do, you w il l  have to wage w ar 
against every man, woman and 
ch ild  in  our countries. You w il l  
have to k i l l  us a ll one by one and 
then you w il l  be a greater assas­
sin o f people than was Nazi Ger­
many. You w il l  be hated and des­
pised by the whole w orld.

That is w hat we shall say. And 
we shall say to outsiders tha t a ll 
treaties signed by any o f our ex­
plo iters g iv ing them the rig h t to 
in te rfe re  in  our in te rna l affa irs 
are illega l and void because those 
treaties were weapons o f our ex­
p loiters fo r use against' the ex­
ploited. Therefore they don’t  have 
the backing of the people and are 
illegal.

For many generations the aver­
age L a tin  American peasants and 
workers have been subjected to 
in to lerable repression and degra­
dation by the oligarchies and m ili­
tarists of our hemisphere.

The sordid shacks in  w hich our 
people have lived  fo r  many gen­
erations —  in  a w orld  so rich  and 
so progressive — no longer satisfy 
them.

The way in  w hich our peasants 
are abused and exploited, kept 
illite ra te  and ignorant like  beasts 
of burden, on the plantations of 
the h in terland is coming to an 
end.

A ll  the ir lives v these peasants 
and th e ir fam ilies have lived  as 
serfs o f the landowners, subjected

to legalized slavery in  complete 
v io la tion of the ir rights as c it i­
zens and as human beings.

They live  in a perm anently un­
equal status; the landlord exer­
cises a life -and-death power over 
them and the ir fam ilies.

They suffer flag ran t abuses, ar­
b itra ry . and un justified  eviction, 
arrest o r punishment at any time 
and any moment. They see the ir 
ch ildren ravaged by diseases 
which could be cured; children 
who have been compelled to w ork 
since the tender age o f fo u r — 
fo r no wages — three days a 
week, fo r the pow erfu l master of 
the land.

W hat do these people know 
about democracy? “ I f  th is is dem­
ocracy we must struggle against 
it , ”  they say.

The word “ democracy”  and the 
woTd “ communism”  mean noth­
ing  to our humble people since 
they have never lived  under one 
or the other.

How could any im peria lis t na­
tion  presume to deceive the w orld  
by bragging about these m ilita ry - 
supported juntas and dum m y gov­
ernments in  La tin  Am erica as 
democracies? How could any im ­
peria lis t nation presume to keep 
our people enslaved under these 
m ilita ry  juntas forever? How could 
any pow erfu l im peria list nation 
presume to drow n in  blood any 
genuine in ten t of revo lt by our 
people should the ir struggle fo r 
real lib e rty  take shape today or to­
morrow?

A  Despicable P retext
By autom atically branding a ll 

popular revolts as “ communist- 
inspired,”  they are using a cheap 
and despicable p re text to deceive 
themselves and the people o f the 
w orld  so they can send the ir 
troops to destroy our villages, our 
l it t le  corn patches and our poor 
people. By again using th is “ com­
m unist-inspired-revolt”  p r e t e x t  
they rea lly  th in k  they can go there 
and start hunting  our peasants 
w ith  tanks, planes and helicopters 
—  as i f  i t  were a super-colossal 
tu rkey shoot.

O ur humble people don’t  know 
much nor do they care about po­
lit ic a l term inology, bu t they know 
hunger and they can feel it. They 
know anger and they can feel it. 
They can see and they can hear. 
And w hat they see and w hat they 
hear they never forget.

O ur Indians are becoming 
aware o f the tide o f expectations 
surging a ll over the under-devel­
oped nations o f the w orld . Em pty 
promises no longer satisfy them.

They are raising th e ir voices 
louder and louder, getting organ­
ized and learning that only 
through revo lt w il l  those changes 
so badly wanted ever be satisfied. 
There is no other way. They w ant 
concrete actions and they w ant 
the ir needs — w hich are gigantic 
— satisfied now! They w ant ac­
tions aimed at im proving  the ir 
standard o f liv in g  and th e ir rights 
as citizens. For th is they are grad­
ua lly  consolidating a ll th e ir forces 
in to  a solid, m onolith ic block.

On the March
The masses o f L a tin  Am erica 

are on the march —  united, lock­
ing arms and preparing fo r the 
struggle against abuse and exp lo i­
tation. N othing can stop them 
now. Battles w il l  be lost and bat­
tles w il l  be won, bu t no nation in  
the w orld  has the power to keep 
our people enslaved forever. I t  has 
to come to an end. Abuse, in ju s ­
tice, ignorance and exp lo itation are 
fou r ho rrib le  monsters any place 
in  the w orld. O ur w ar is aimed 
only against those fo u r words and 
w hat they represent.

Any nation w illin g  to side w ith  
those fou r monsters against 92 
per cent o f our people deserves 
to be the most hated, the most 
despised and the most attacked 
nation in  the w orld. No “ re d -in ­
spired”  baloney about these fo u r 
words! I t  is too im portan t fo r a ll 
our people tha t we eradicate them 
from  our m idst forever and i t  
shall de done.

To our enemies we say: you are 
enemies of the poor of the w orld  
and they are w ith  us. Don’t  in ­
terfere in  our affa irs, don’t  tr y  
to hold us and scare us w ith  your 
armies. This is a ju s t w ar —  a ll 
revolutions against abuse, in jus ­
tice, ignorance and exp lo itation 
always are. I f  you make w ar 
against us, yours w il l  be an un­
jus t w a r and also a stupid war, 
because the L a tin  Am erican aris­
tocrats and the ir h ire lings don’t  
have a chance of w inn ing. You 
w il l  spend hundreds o f m illions 
o f your money, bu t you w il l  bleed 
to death in  our vast jungles and 
mountains. Not on ly  that, our en­
m ity  w il l  be eternal, our hatred 
ferocious and  maybe we w il l  
never have peace in  the hereafter.

One th ing  cheers us. The people 
of the w orld , who love libe rty , 
justice and cu ltu re  and who be­
lieve in  honor and d ign ity , w il l  
side w ith  us, help us and even 
fig h t on our side. Reason is on 
our side and love is on our side. 
Because of th is  we know  we shall 
w in.
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Socialist Languishes in East German Jail
In  a gesture of protest, Bertrand 

Russell on Jan. 7 returned a medal 
w h ich  had been awarded to h im  
by the East German Peace Coun­
c il. The famous B ritish  philosoph­
er and peace advocate said he 
could not keep the medal w h ile  
socialist Heinz B randt was in  pris­
on in  East Germany. Russell, who 
is an un fa iling  champion of frame- 
up and w itch-hunt v ic tim s —  M or­
ton Sobell, fo r example —  in  the 
cap ita lis t countries, is thus try in g  
to draw  w o rld  attention to the 
case o f a frame-up v ic tim  in  a 
Soviet-bloc nation. x

In  the spring o f 1961, East 
German o ffic ia ls announced tha t 
Heinz B randt had been sentenced 
to 13 years im prisonm ent at hard 
labor. The verd ict was pronounced 
behind closed doors, no account of 
the “ t r ia l”  has been published. B u t 
the pertinent facts are contained 
In  the fo llow ihg  selection from  an 
a rtic le  by W illy  Estersohn in  the 
Belgian le ft socialist newspaper La 
Gauche of June 8, 1962.

*  » *

Who is Heinz Brandt?
A  German who, in  1929 at the 

age o f 20, Joined the Communist 
Youth. A t 22, he entered the Com­
m unist Party. A t 25, the doors of a 
H it le r  concentration camp —  Sach- 
senhausen — opened before him . 
Then i t  was Auschw itz and fin a lly  
Buchenwald —  from  w hich he 
emerged in  1945. Eleven years of 
the Nazi prison hells!

B u t the horro r of the concentra­
tion-camp w orld  did not defeat his 
hopes, his convictions. H is w il l  to 
construct a society of brotherhood 
and equality on the ru ins of a 
barbarous w o rld  came out strong­
er than ever.

B rand t became one of the lead­
ing figures in  the Secretariat of

tlje  SED (Communist P arty) fo r 
East Berlin .

June 1953: The w ork ing  class 
o f the German Democratic Repub­
lic  openly expressed its anger 
against the bureaucratic oppres­
sion and police methods of U l- 
b rich t & Company. On the 17th 
the workers w alked o ff the ir jobs 
and poured in to  B e rlin ’s Leipziger- 
strasse in  an immense demonstra­
tion. B u t there were Soviet 
tanks --------

B randt d idn ’t  approve o f the 
anti-working-class repression of 
1953, bu t s til l d idn ’t  consider i t  
necessary to break w ith  the Com­
m unist Party.

October 1956: A fte r the “ libe ra l­
ization,”  came Poznan [w orkers of 
tha t Polish c ity  engaged in  a three- 
day general s trike  and uprising 
w hich was put down w ith  troops 
and tanks] and then Budapest. 
“ Revisionists”  were being persecut­
ed in  the German Democratic Re­
public. I t  was then tha t B randt 
went over to  “ the ofher side.”  
B u t not to swell the ranks of the 
vicious pro-capitalist “ exiles.”  No. 
He carried on the struggle w ith  the 
most m ilita n t w ing  of the w ork- 
ing-class movement in  West Ger­
many as ed ito r of the newspaper 
M etall, organ of the m etal w o rk ­
ers union.

I t  was in  th is capacity tha t he 
attended a union conference in 
West B e rlin  where, on the n ight 
of June 16, 1961, he was kidnapped 
by East Germany’s secret police. 
Four days la te r the A D N  (press 
agency o f the German Democratic 
Republic) announced his arrest — 
i t  said nothing about the kidnap­
ping —  w h ile  on a .“ mission in  the 
service of a Western intelligence 
service.”

The irony  is th is: The man who

was commissioned by the U lb rich t 
regime to v i l i fy  Heinz B randt (in  
a le tte r addressed to the union o f­
fic ia ls  in  F rank fo rt) is one K u rt 
Blecha, a notorious fo rm er Nazi 
functionary.

A fte r almost a year’s silence, on 
M ay 11, 1962, AD N  announced the 
sentence [13 years’ hard labor] 
tha t had been meted out to Brandt. 
W hat had happened to h im  during  
a ll th is time? No one knows. Y e t . 
they had fo rm a lly  promised union­
ists from  India, who were v is iting  
the German Democratic Republic, 
tha t foreign ju ris ts  and unionists 
could be present at the tr ia l, as 
had been allowed in  Poznan in 
1956.

And tha t’s the story. Assuming 
tha t B randt lives, he w il l  have 
served more tim e in  prison in  the 
German Democratic Republic than 
he did in  H it le r  Germany.

I t  is absolutely necessary to do 
something fo r th is m ilita n t w orker 
before i t  is too late.'

Le t the labor unions demand a 
re tria l, in  the presence of a com­
mission composed of unionists 
from  a ll over the w orld.

Le t le ft-w ing  intellectuals from  
a ll over the w orld  launch a power­
fu l movement fo r th is purpose.

We w ould like  to believe that 
communists w ould jo in  such a 
movement, as we have jo ined the 
movements protesting the cruelties 
suffered by Glezos [in  Greece], by 
the Egyptian and Irak ian  commu­
nists, etc.

Heinz B randt is one of those 
m ilitan ts  who are the pride of the 
w ork ing  class. We must not perm it 
secret police and torturers, even 
i f  they call themselves “ commu­
nists,”  to d ir ty  his name and make 
him  disappear in to  the n igh t and 
fog.

World Events
Bolivia Gov’t Hits Union

The pro-U.S. Paz Estenssoro re­
gime has issued a decree claim ing 
to dissolve the B o liv ian  trade- 
union federation, the COB [Cen­
tra l pb re ra  B o liv iana ], and can­
celing recognition of i t  as bar­
gaining agent fo r B o liv ia ’s tin  
miners, thus stripp ing  the union 
of legal rights and defenses. This 
provocation comes in  the wake of 
the arrest of B o liv ian  m iners’ 
leaders, P im entel and Escobar, 
w hich provoked an in ternationa l 
incident when m iners seized hos­
tages in re ta lia tion.

The Paz regime is bent on 
w resting from  the workers the 
rights they gained in  the 1952 
Revolution. Not on ly is i t  pushing 
a U.S.-sponsored plan to cut down 
the labor force in  the t in  mines, 
i t  also seeks to break up the 
m iners’ m ilitia s  and to tu rn  the 
peasants’ m ilit ia  against the m in ­
ers.

The A F L -C IO  leadership, in ­
stead of a id ing the B o liv ian  w o rk ­
ers under government attack, is 
ac tua lly  helping the Paz regime to 
set up a phony union tha t w ould 
en joy government recognition. 
Head o f th is  governm ent-front 
un ion is Hugo Paz Torres, who 
according to the AFL-CIO  News 
studied last spring at the “ In s ti­
tu te  fo r  Advanced Trade Union 
Studies”  sponsored by ORIT (In-

te r-A m erican Regional Organiza­
tion  o f W orkers). ORIT is, the 
A F L -C IO ’s fore ign policy arm in 
L a tin  America.

How closely the A F L -C IO  is 
w ork ing  w ith  U.S. im peria lism  in 
th is venture is suggested by the 
fact tha t Paz Torres visited the 
U.S. a fte r his “ studies”  on a State 
Departm ent “ leadership grant.”

Women Workers in Cuba
According to a Toss report from  

Havana there are now 92,000 Cu­
ban women w ork ing  in  pub lic ed­
ucation, 36,000 in  industry and
83,000 in  agriculture.

W . Germany Gags Press
A  West German court has sen­

tenced Ernst Aust, ed itor and pub­
lisher of the Hamburg w orking- 
class paper B lin k fiie r , to one year 
in  ja i l  fo r “ im periling  the state.”  
B lin k fiie r , a le ftis t jou rna l w ith  
the largest circu la tion (100,000) 
o f,a n y  local West German paper, 
comm itted th is “ crim e”  by consis­
te n tly  exposing form er Nazis in  
the Bonn government, supporting 
democratic rights and trade-union 
demands, and opposing the gov­
ernm ent’s arms policies.

The decision came on Jan. 6 
a fte r three months o f hearings 
tha t reeked of w itch-hunting. Aust 
was accused of fo llow ing  the line 
of the banned Communist Party  
of Germany. The sentence ignored 
demonstrations by H am burg w o rk ­
ers in  defense of B lin k fiie r  and 
freedom of the press, and state­
ments of support fo r the paper 
by such prom inent in ternationa l 
figures as Nobel P rizew inner Ber­
trand Russell.

The sentence against B lin k fiie r  
is a precedent tha t can be used 
to stifle  any critic ism  of the West 
German government. I t  comes af­
te r the 1962 Der Spiegel a ffa ir, 
in  w hich form er Defense M in is te r 
Strauss had the editors of that 
conservative news weekly ar­

rested fo r supposedly revealing 
m ilita ry  secrets. The paper had 
in  fact hinted at corruption in  
arms contracts by the m ilita ry .

A lready the B lin k fiie r  decision 
has been followed by the ind ic t­
ment of Hans Fladung, head of 
the publish ing house “ Progress,”  
likew ise fo r alleged “ im perilm ent 
of the state.”  F ladung has dared 
to publish such “ subversive”  au­
thors as Upton S inclair, Thomas 
Mann, H einrich Heine and Nehru.

In "Democratic" Venezuela
Some 50 university- students, 

peacefully demonstrating in  Car­
acas in  support o f the Panaman­
ian students’ struggle fo r national 
sovereignty over the Canal Zone, 
were b ru ta lly  dispersed Jan. 14 
by cops using clubs and bayonets.

Food-Dumping in Jamaica
Jamaican police used tear gas 

on poor citizens recently at a 
warehouse in  east K ingston from  
w hich food was being trucked 
to the c ity  dump.

A n instiranee company had or­
dered large quantities of s ligh tly  
damaged rice, flo u r and canned 
foods destroyed. An appeal by lo ­
cal citizens tha t the usable food 
be d istributed to needy persons 
was refused by those in  charge.

When dumping operations be­
gan, the people set up a roadblock 
and stopped a truck loaded w ith  
rice. The d rive r departed and the 
angry people helped themselves 
to thousands of pounds of food.

On the next day o f operations, 
cops were on hand to “ escort”  the 
food-dumpers. They drove o ff the 
crowd o f thousands at the ware­
house, using tear gas and in ju r in g  
women and children. Some people 
reta lia ted by stoning the trucks.

D uring  the dumping operations, 
police were seen tucking away 
large amounts o f flou r, rice and 
sardines fo r themselves.

Peasant Upsurge Deepens 

Crisis o f Peru's Oligarchy

P ho to  b y  M a ry  B e ifrag e

JOINING THE UNION. Peasants in Cuzco, Peru, discuss with a 
peasant union organizer. Union in Cuzco just led a 24-hour general 
strike. This photo is from Cedric Belfrage’s new book on Latin 
America, “The Man at the Door With the Gun.”

A  general s trike  tha t paralyzed 
Cuzco, Peru’s th ird  largest c ity ; 
increasing conflicts and arrests as 
peasants occupy large landed es­
tates; an agrarian re form  b ill 
bogged down in  Peru’s pa rlia ­
ment; and a vote of no-confidence 
in  the governing pa rty ’s prim e 
m inister. Such are the pow erfu l 
repercussions on Peru’s po litica l 
life  of the Ind ian peasants’ grow­
ing demand fo r “ Land or Death.”

Cuzco; ancient Inca capital, waá 
shaken Dec. 20 by a m ilita n t 24- 
hour general strike. The strikers ’ 
central demand was tire release of 
Hugo Blanco and 60 other peasant 
leaders held prisoners by the gov­
ernment, according to an Agence 
France Presse report.

Hugo Blanco is a T rotskyis t 
leader whose role in organizing 
the peasantry in to  unions made 
h im  a national figure. Seized by 
government troops last summer, his 
renown has grown as he calm ly 
awaits t r ia l at A requipa on fram e- 
up charges tha t may mean death. 
Appeals fo r his release have come 
from  a ll over the world.

Cuzco’s general strike, organized 
by a united fro n t of peasant, stu­
dent and w orkers’ organizations, 
underscored a hunger strike  by 
imprisoned peasant leaders, in ­
c luding Blanco. The hunger strike  
was begun by Antonio C arto lin  
and M áxim o M olina, president 
and vice-president o f the Peasant 
Federation of Ayacucho, arrested 
a fte r the violently-suppressed 
land occupations in  Ongoy last 
October

Blanco jo ined the hunger s tr ik ­
ers when the ir demand fo r im ­
mediate release from  un justified  
detention was not met. They had 
not been present at Ongoy but 
were arrested when they went to 
L im a to plead the peasants’ case 
to Peruvian President Belaunde.

The power and success of the 
D tc. 20 general strike spurred 
peasant m ilitancy. The Chinese 
press agency Hsinhua reported 
Dec. 23 tha t 6,000 peasants took 
contro l of a town 30 miles south 
of Cuzco and detained eight local 
police as a fu rth e r protest.

A  few  days later, on Christmas,

seven peasants were k ille d  as they 
occupied the estate o f landowner 
M iguel Luna Oblitas. I t  was re­
ported that Luna O blitas’ “ fa m ily  
and friends”  ojpened fire  on the 
squatters. This was probably a 
band of armed k ille rs  such as 
landlords have been organizing 
to keep peasants o ff the ir huge 
estates.

The landlords’ desperation over 
continuing land seizures by peas­
ants and the ir d isillusionm ent 
w ith  President Belaunde’s at­
tempts to head o ff the peasant 
movement by in troducing a token 
land re form  were expressed by a 
parliam entary vote Dec. 31. The 
reactionary landlords’ views are 
represented in  parliam ent by a 
m a jo rity  coalition of tw o parties, 
the Odristas and APRA.

That coalition voted Dec. 31 to 
censure Belaunde’s p rim e m in ister 
over the “ new bloodshed in 
Cuzco,”  contending the govern­
ment had not tried  to keep “ Com­
m unist” . from  invad ing  estates. 
The censure vote was followed by 
a vote of no-confidence in  the 
government, w hich augurs poorly 
fo r the Belaunde government’s 
a b ility  to pu t through even a 
token land reform .

Meanwhile, the peasant move­
ment gains momentum. A  Jan. 17 
New Y ork  Times dispatch from  
L im a describes large-scale land 
seizures in the fa r  north  of the 
country and restlessness among 
peasants in  the central highlands, 
who earlie r held o ff on land oc­
cupations when Belaunde prom ­
ised land reform .

In  Cuzco the TimesI dispatch 
reported a tense situatibn:

“ The peasants responded [to  the 
Christmas k illings  on the Luna 
Oblitas estate and the arrests of 
peasants who occupied i t ]  on 
Thursday [Jan. 16] in  the Plaza de 
Armas at Cuzco w ith  a big meet­
ing led by Communist and le ftis t 
speakers. They threatened the 
landowners w ith  death fo r having 
fired  on peasants, and at the fina le  
tw o U nited States flags were 
burned . . .  as the Communists 
sought to lin k  Washington d irect­
ly  w ith  Peru’s small bu t power­
fu l landowning class.”

BERTRAND RUSSELL PROTESTS

By Steve Graham
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[Th is column  is an open jo rum  
for a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters under 
400 words. W riters ’ in it ia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization is given fo r  use.]

Letter to DeBerry
Brooklyn, N. Y.

I  w ould like  to pass on to your 
readers a le tte r I  received short­
ly  a fte r the New Y ork  Times an­
nounced my candidacy fo r Presi­
dent on the Socialist W orkers P ar­
ty  ticket. The le tte r and the con­
tr ib u tio n  tha t was enclosed w ith  
i t  has more meaning, I  th ink ,

“ The Washington State Legisla­
tu re ’s In te rim  Committee recently 
conducted a public hearing over 
television on a r io t last summer 
in  the Washington State Reform ­
atory at Monroe . . .

“ The Monroe r io t began over 
the d isc ip lin ing  of a Negro in ­
mate, bu t was a protest against 
rac ia l d iscrim ination in  the in ­
s titu tion  . . .

“ Earnest Taylor, a Negro youth, 
was beaten over the head by a 
Captain Sm ith as the la tte r was 
fo rc ing  the protesting boy in to  
‘Deadlock’ —  a solitary-confine­
m ent type of punishment.

“ The ins titu tion  doctor who 
treated Tay lo r a fte r several hours 
in  ‘Deadlock’ testified tha t the 
youth was hysterical, protesting 
the d iscrim ination he and his race 
were subjected to. The doctor 
testified tha t he to ld  the lad, “ You 
are p laying the racia l prejudice 
problem  too strong fo r your own 
good.’

“ B u t Tay lo r’s fe llow  prisoners 
thought otherwise. A ll  that day 
they gathered in  l it t le  groups, 
ve ry  agitated over the treatm ent 
given Tay lo r . . .

“ The r io t invo lved about 200 
of the younger inmates of Monroe, 
who demonstrated against one of 
the greatest injustices of the 
Am erican capita list system in  or 
out of prisons —  namely J im  
Crow.”  — Jan. 25, 1954.

“ The duPont chemical and 
m unitions trust, known as the 
‘Merchants of Death,’ and its sis­
te r trus t in England, the B ritish  
Im peria l Chemical Industries, 
have been named as defendants in  
a Departm ent of Justice a n ti-tru s t 
suit, fo r m ainta in ing an in terna­
tiona l cartel agreement aimed at 
securing w orld  monopoly control 
o f the manufacture and sale of 
chemicals, firearm s and am m uni­
tion.

“ This cartel, according to the 
government charges, has been 
maintained in  deliberate v io la tion  
of federal laws. I t  included as a 
partner, a t least u n til several 
months a fte r Pearl Harbor, the 
huge Nazi chemical trust, I. G. 
Farbenindustrie. These in terna­
tiona l trusts sought to establish 
‘spheres of in fluence’ where each 
w ould have exclusive control of 
markets, raw  materials and man­
u facturing  facilities. They lim ited  
production, fixed  monopoly prices 
and attempted to e lim inate a ll in ­
dependent competition. They ex­
changed patent and trade secrets, 
acting to protect each other from  
outside competitors.

“ That the duPont dynasty, 
w hich is said to have received 
the largest volume of government 
w a r contracts, deliberately planned 
to vio late the a n ti-trus t laws and 
continue the cartel agreement ‘i r ­
respective of Governmental A c­
tion ,’ was indicated by the Justice 
Departm ent.” — Jan. 29, 1944.

than a ll the vast sums poured 
in to  the two b illiona ire  parties.

C lifton  DeBerry 
* * *

Dear F riend DeBerry,
I  was bom  o f hard -w ork ing  

German im m igrant parents on 
F if th  Avenue in  B rooklyn  [The 
same street where DeBerry now 
lives. —  Ed.] on the f i f th  floor 
of a tenement walkup.

M y fa ther was a union organ­
izer. He was beaten, we starved.

I  am an old man, bu t please 
accept the enclosed $1 fo r  your 
campaign. I  w ish I  could kiss 
your hand tha t s ti l l  carries the 
torch o f lib e rty  and a decent life  
fo r us workers. Have courage and 
fa ith . We are w inn ing  in  the 
world.

I  w on’t  be long — I  started 
w o rk  at 10 years — 70 hours a 
week —  I  never w ent to school 
because the w orker could not a f­
fo rd  to send his children.

M r. DeBerry, you have my 
prayers and hopes w ith  you. F igh t 
on fo r decent homes, parks, end 
o f poverty, decent pay, decent 
jobs, communal ownership of a ll 
production, medical care fo r us 
all.

You are my brother. You carry 
m y burden, now that I  am too 
old.

R.B.
Detroit Teenager

D etro it, Mich. 
The reason I  am sending this 

le tte r in  to you is because in the 
issue o f January 6. 1964, I  was 
reading a poem by Edw in Castro 
Rodriguez w hich I  thought was 
very  interesting. I am sending to 
you a poem w ritte n  by m y father. 
In  w rit in g  th is poem I  could te ll 
tha t m y fa ther had a real strong, 
hard feeling on his mind.

O f a ll the things I  w ant to 
have

Or things I  w ant to see,
I  staunchly w ish fo r most 

of a ll
A land where 1 am free.

They w ant me to fig h t fo r the 
colors

W hat colors, 1 can’t  see 
When they deny me privileges 
In  a land where a ll are free.

I  can’t live  here, I  can’t go 
there

B ut yet I  must be true.
I f  th is were a true Am erica  
I  could go wherever I  choose.

Oh Lord! O f a ll the things I  
w ant

Or things I  w ant to see 
I  p ray you make Am erica  
The place where a ll are free.

J.M.
Age, 14

Panama's "Agitators"
New York, N. Y. 

Senator A iken ’s anguished cry 
tha t the troub le  in  Panama is 
caused by the Communists seems 
to me as crazy as the Southern 
racists who complain tha t “ i f  
those outside agitators w ould only 
leave ’em alone, our Nigras w ould 
be happy and satisfied.”

There was trouble in  Panama 
long before F idel Castro was born; 
long before there were any Com­
m unist countries to send in  “ out­
side agitators.”  As a small boy 
in  1903, I remember m y father, 
a staunch an ti-im peria lis t Debs 
S o c i a l  Democrat, thundering 
against President Theodore Roos­
evelt conniving to start a revo lu­

tion  down there. The p lo t was 
rigged up, said my father, by a 
s lick fore igner whose unforget­
table name sounded to my ch ild ­
ish ears like  “ Bruno V an illa .”

Le t Senator A iken learn tha t 
Panama was born to trouble — 
and revolution. Communism is 
Johnny-com e-lately there, like  the 
rash tha t breaks out on a man 
w ho’s long been i l l  w ith  a serious 
disease o f m a lnutrition .

I f  there are any “ outside agi­
tators”  r i l in g  up the underp riv ­
ileged Panamanians, i t ’s those fe­
male Zonians who s tru t around 
Panama’s streets in  slacks and 
pedal pushers, according to a dis­
patch by R ichard Eder in  the 
New York Times of Jan. 16th.

Tay lo r Adams

Appalachian Distress Area
San Diego, Calif.

O ur dear President Johnson 
seems to bypass the complete area 
that the Appalachians cover by 
not de fin ing its te rrito ry . The av­
erage Am erican is not knowledge­
able of th is vast distress te rrito ry .

Probably the greatest amount of 
people in  need o f help live  in 
th is te rr ito ry  w h ich  is controlled 
by the m ine operators who con­
tro l the courts and the news me­
dia. There is no justice fo r  the 
m iners who do not have su ffic ien t 
funds to defend themselves by 
due process of law . Therefore we 
have the mine operators d icta ting 
the k ind o f law  and order fo r 
the te rrito ry .

The people w ith  fu l l  bellies 
cannot and do not w ant to see 
these conditions. B u t i t  is hard to

Tuzzled — A  Departm ent of 
A g ricu ltu re  employe attached to 
the U.S. Embassy in  Cairo was 
perm itted to resign rather than 
face charges a fte r allegedly being 
caught in  an Egyptian currency 
smuggling operation. Senator W il­
liams of Delaware charged the 
State Departm ent was try in g  to 
cover up the case. A  spokesman 
rep lied tha t the department was 
“ at a loss”  to  understand w hat 
the Senator was ta lk ing  about. 
The State Departm ent had m erely 
referred the problem to the A g ri­
cu lture  Departm ent w hich perm it­
ted the man to quit.

Gamut of Revolution — A  local 
New Y ork  commentator noted 
tha t the ris ing  w o rld  revo lu tion­
ary tide now runs from  A  to Z — 
A lgeria  to Zanzibar.

D ivorced from  Reality —  John 
Gardner, head of the Carnegie 
Corp., says top executives in  busi­
ness and government are losing 
touch w ith  rea lity  by re ly ing  too 
heavily on second-hand, processed 
data. He says the “ men at the 
top”  understand each other but 
don’t  understand the w o rld  around 
them. He feels th is is due to the ir 
long tra in in g  to “ see rea lity  
through the same distorted 
glasses.”

G ivers and Non-G ivers —  The
Jan. 12 Santa Barbara News-Press 
reported: “ Who are the most gen­
erous people in  Santa Barbara? 
March of Dimes ‘Mother W orkers’ 
who worked on last year’s drive... 
disclosed at a meeting yesterday... 
that nearly everyone in  the Haley

overlook and push to the side. 
We w ant justice now, now, now.

Mrs. P.Z.
P.S. We d is like  the sad news 

in  your fine  paper, but thank 
goodness we get the tru th .

Inside a Hotel
New York, N. Y.

As a hotel w orker in  one of 
New Y o rk ’s newest and finest ho­
tels I  am able to appreciate f irs t­
hand the g laring weaknesses of 
th is  society. I  w i l l  ju s t relate a 
few  o f the contradictions I  see 
every night.

(a) Vacant hotel suites and 
crowded tenements. The over­
whelm ing m a jo rity  o f the workers 
are Puerto Ricans and Negroes 
who live  in  the most depressed 
of New Y o rk ’s many slums, yet 
each n igh t they come to w ork  in  
a hotel tha t has the newest and 
most modern apartments going 
vacant and unused on a contin­
uing basis. M any of these workers 
live  in  houses tha t are involved 
in  the rent strikes going on around 
the city, and i t  w il l  not take too 
long fo r them to realize tha t i t  
is not the lack of good dwellings 
tha t is the problem bu t the lack 
o f any planning fo r the needs of 
the w ork ing  people.

(b ) Well-fed garbage cans and 
hungry people. Each and every 
n igh t a fte r a banquet fo r any 
num ber of groups, we th row  out 
hundreds o f pounds o f the best 
of foods and vegetables, meats 
such as f i le t mignon, choice roast 
beef, tu rkey, V irg in ia  ham, 
dumped in to  cans and th row n out. 
M any of the foods dumped have

Street and low er east side area 
gave when the .mothers called at 
the ir homes . . . The Montecito 
and Hope Ranch areas were 
among those areas where the few ­
est percentage of people con tribu t­
ed, they disclosed.”  The Haley 
Street, lower east side area is a 
slum-ridden N e g r o ,  M exican- 
American ghetto. The Montecito 
and Hope Ranch areas are where 
the w ealthy people of Santa Bar­
bara live.

Serve W ith  Fresh Horseradish
—  Federal o ffic ia ls  have seized
140,000 pounds of meat falsely 
labeled “ boneless beef.”  They be­
lieve i t ’s rea lly  horsemeat. I t  was 
stamped “ inspected and passed”  
w ith  a counterfe it federal seal. 
The meat came across the border 
from  Mexico and was stamped 
“ boneless beef from  Ire land.”

Note to Taxpayers —  As you
get ready to f i l l  in  your income- 
tax fo rm  consider th is item : Nine 
years ago construction was begun 
on a luxurious new Senate Office 
B u ild ing. Today the structure is 
s ti l l  not complete and more than 
$100,000,000 has already been 
poured in to  it. The “ architect”  in

never been seen by a hungry 
fa m ily  of H arlem  or the East Side; 
at best they are delicacies tasted 
only on rare holidays like  C hris t­
mas o r Easter. Yet the same w o rk ­
ers w ith  fam ilies that scrimp at 
tables each day, are forced in  the 
course of the ir w o rk  to th row  
away food tha t the ir ch ildren 
could and w ould be glad to eat. 
The hotel forbids even the saving 
o f i t  a fte r the banqueteers have 
been g lutted and gone. I t  must be 
th row n  out. A nd thousands o f 
ch ildren exist on beans and rice  
not because o f a lack o f steak 
and chops, bu t because of a lack of 
a human scale of values in  a dol- 
la r-hungry society.

(c) Spacious d in ing rooms and 
tigh t w ork ing  space. The architec­
ture  of the hotel again points up 
to the tota l lack of feeling tow ard 
the most necessary group of hotel 
dwellers, its workers. Go behind the 
kitchen doors in to the dish pantries 
and the clean-up areas. You w il l  
fin d  areas where s ix men are 
w ork ing  and the area is b u ilt  to 
hold only two. The layout is 
equally bad throughout the w ork  
areas o f the hotel. This not on ly 
makes the w ork  uncom fortable 
bu t makes i t  harder and also cuts 
heavily in to  the effic iency of the 
w o rk  being done. Serving of d in ­
ners and cleaning up are pro­
longed and aw kw ard due to lack 
o f room and personnel. The w o rk ­
ers themselves could bu ild  a hotel 
much better than the so-called ex­
perts, not on ly fo r the benefit 
o f the workers bu t fo r the benefit 
o f the hotel Itself.

W.E.M.

charge o f the project, J. George 
Stewart, 74, is a form er landscape 
gardener w ith  an “ honorary”  arch­
itec t’s degree. He got the job 
tnrough Congressional influence. 
A n  aide commented: “ M any per­
sons object because the architect 
of the Capitol is not an architect. 
B u t th is is s illy . He has lots of 
assistants who are.”

Leisure Class Theory —  The
Jan. 10 Chamber of Commerce 
Washington Report says: “ M any 
observers have indicated tha t we 
now have in  the U nited States a 
leisure class composed of the un­
employed, the underprivileged, 
and the indo lent . . . More thought 
should be given to find ing  ways 
of m aking constructive use o f th is 
leisure tim e . . . The d iff ic u lty , of 
course, is that although there are 
jobs w hich need doing, the w ork  
is not su ffic ien tly  productive to 
ju s tify  paying the m in im um  wage. 
B u t society is already supporting 
the leisure class; perhaps w elfare  
payments could be made contin­
gent on able recipients doing some 
amount of useful w o rk .”  W hy pay 
welfare? Just pass a law  m aking 
them slaves.

Thought fo r  the Week
“ So the Panama rioters were Castro-trained. I t  raises some in te r­

esting questions. L ike  who tra ined Castro? No, not Batista. No rev­
o lu tionary is ever tra ined on native grounds. Ask the C IA . I t  could 
only have been H erbert Matthews and the in te rnationa l edition o f the 
New Y ork  Times. I t  raises another question. Or three. How come we 
don’t  get any resu lt from  those who have been anti-Castro trained? 
We’ve been dropping them on Cuba fo r a couple of years, and they  
haven’ t even raised a single r io t. Over-trained? Time to change the 
coach? Who tra ins the trainers?”  —  Joseph B a rry  in  the Jan. 19 New  
Y ork Post.

It Was Reported in the Press
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Indicted I.U. Students 
Gaining Campus Support

CORE Pickets Bring Message to Suburbia

Cleveland Rent Strikers Visit Slumlord
JAN. 22 — The response to the 

tou r of tw o defendants in  the 
B loom ington case indicates grow ­
ing  student concern fo r the de-, 
fense of academic freedom and 
c iv il liberties.

Ralph L e v itt, one of the three 
students indicted fo r “ sedition”  in  
B loom ington, Indiana, spoke Jan. 
9-10 at fo u r colleges in  the Boston 
area —  Brandeis, Boston U n iver­
sity, H arvard and Massachusetts 
Ins titu te  of Technology. A t the 
tw o la tte r he shared the p la tfo rm  
w ith  spokesmen of the Student 
Nonvio lent Coordinating C om m it­
tee and the Permanent Student 
Committee fo r T rave l to Cuba. 
The M IT  meeting is said to have 
been the largest of the year there 
on a po litica l subject.

Mrs. D orothy Zellner, New Eng­
land d irector of SNCC, recounted 
some of the prosecutions her or­
ganization has faced in  the South. 
She especially attacked the role 
of the federal government in  pro­
secuting young freedom fighters 
in  A lbany, Georgia.

Ralph L e v itt explained the es­
sentials of the Indiana case.

I t  was his opinion, he said, 
“ tha t the fig h t fo r socialism is the 
most effective way to atta in 
m eaningfu l democracy. B u t we 
must a ll come to our own con­
clusions on th is subject. I  can 
on ly urge a ll students to enter the 
fray, f ig h t fo r the essence of the 
constitution, bu t above all, enter.”

L e v i Laub, speaking fo r the 
Student Committee fo r Trave l to 
Cuba, outlined the issue of free­
dom to travel, liken ing  i t  in  im ­
portance to the  freedoms of speech, 
press and assembly.

A  Cuban counter-revolutionary 
tr ied  to break up the H arvard 
meeting by h ittin g  a member of 
the student trave l committee. 
A fte r the meeting, r ig h t-w in g  stu­
dents, who had been a vocal fac­
tion  in  the audience of 100, fe lt 
im pelled to apologize fo r the ex­
treme rudeness of the Cuban, A p­
parently some conservative- 
minded Am erican students learned 
something about the “ democratic”  
Cuban exiles whose side they had 
taken.

Tom Morgan, 22-year-old Bloom­
ington student defendant, has had 
a successful opening leg of a M id ­
west tou r to publicize and raise 
funds fo r the case. Last semester 
Morgan toured some 30 M idwest 
and western campuses.

H is ta lk  on the Indiana w itch ­
hunt drew a crowd of 75 students 
at the U n ive rs ity  o f Wisconsin at 
Madison Jan. 9. The audience con­
tr ibu ted  $35 and several students 
jo ined the local chapter of the 
Committee to A id  the Blooming-

Peace Walkers 
Let Out o f Ga. Jail

JAN. 22 — The Quebec-to- 
Guantanamo Walk for Peace 
is still trying to get through 
the city of Albany, Georgia. 
Twenty-one participants and 
supporters of the integrated 
walk were released from jail 
Jan. 15 and 16 after com­
pleting sentences. Eight had 
served 25 days, fasting all 
the time. The demonstrators 
were arrested Dec. 23, as they 
peacefully walked through 
Albany, on charges of parad­
ing without a permit. This is 
the charge used against civil- 
rights demonstrations in A l­
bany. The walkers have pre­
sented seven alternate routes 
to city police and asked for 
permission to use one of 
them. If  they don’t get it, they 
may go to jail again.

Ralph Levitt

ton Students, w hich is handling 
the defense. The ta lk  received ex­
cellent coverage in  the campus 
and local town newspapers and 
was reported by UP1.

A t Rockford College, Rockford, 
111., Morgan found h im self in  the 
m iddle of a controversy. College 
President John Howard had jus t 
imposed a ban on Communist 
speakers. The resu lting interest in  
the issue of academic freedom 
brought a crowd of 80 to Morgan’s 
Jan. 10 ta lk  on a campus w ith  only 
a few  hundred students.

Several students agreed to form  
a CABS chapter at Rockford. A 
s im ila r response followed M or­
gan’s ta lk  at Shimer College in  M t. 
C arro ll, 111. Such groups to sup­
port the fig h t fo r student liberties 
at Indiana U n ivers ity  have now 
been formed in Kentucky, Kansas, 
and Arkansas, as w ell as in  most 
big cities of the East, M idwest and 
West Coast.

A t Roosevelt U n ivers ity  in  Chi­
cago Morgan addressed a student 
meeting as w e ll as the local chap­
te r of the Am erican Association of 
U n ive rs ity  Professors. H is next 
stop is D u lu th , Minnesota.

Contributions, messages of sup­
port and inqu iries on how to start 
a local Committee to A id  the 
Bloom ington Students, should be 
sent to CABS, P.O. Box 213 Coop­
er Station, New York, N.Y., 10003.

By Jean Simon
C LEVELAND, Jan. 12 — Sub­

urban U n ivers ity  Heights resi­
dents yesterday had the Cleveland 
slum housing problem lite ra lly  
brought home to them. Pickets o f 
the Congress of Racial E qua lity  
marched fo r several hours in  fro n t 
of 4050 Washington Boulevard, 
home o f W illia m  Ross, owner o f a 
bu ild ing  at 1838-44 East 81st St. 
where 17 tenants Friday refused 
to pay rent u n til demands fo r im ­
provements are met.

A fte r the demonstration, CORE 
representatives met w ith  the may­
o r and law  d irector o f U niversity 
Heights, at the request o f the c ity 
officia ls.

CORE f irs t file d  a protest 
against molesting of the pickets 
by three teen-age youths who had 
pelted them w ith  a sandwich and 
smeared the ir cars w ith  shaving 
cream.

Asked w hy they d idn ’t stay in 
the Hough area where the condi­
tions they were protesting existed, 
the CORE spokesmen pointed out 
tha t the landlords, like  M r. Ross, 
don’t live  there, and tha t i f  com­
m unities like  U n ive rs ity  Heights 
had fa ir-housing regulations, the 
ghetto problem in  Cleveland m ight 
be less acute.

The U n ivers ity  Heights offic ia ls 
made i t  clear they did not want 
to discuss fa ir  housing, according 
to Miss Ruth Turner, executive 
secretary of CORE.

The law  d irector said tha t M r. 
Ross had called his office, c la im ­
ing he had tr ied  unsuccessfully to 
reach Miss Turner to negotiate.

“ There is nothing to negotiate,”  
Miss Turner said. “ A ll M r. Ross 
has to do is repa ir the neglected, 
unsafe and unsanitary condition 
of the apartments and keep rents 
down to the amount provided fo r 
rent in  the re lie f allotments of 
some of his tenants, and he’l l  get 
his money.”

A fte r a few more exchanges, in 
the course of w hich the law direc­
to r reportedly charged: “ A ll  you 
w ant is pub lic ity ,”  the CORE del­
egation decided nothing useful 
could be accomplished by such 
discussion, and walked out.

The Ross slum property on East 
81st Street was the second to be 
h it  by a rent s trike  last week. On 
Monday a group of tenants at 
1784-86 C raw ford Road refused 
payment to the owners, T ri-Lee  
Investment Co., u n til a detailed 
lis t of complaints is acted on. 
These included:

Inadequate heat and ligh t; 
“ three fam ilies per bath and the 
condition o f the bathrooms is bad 
. . .  d ir ty  and available to the pub­
lic ” ; poor custodial service: “ m ail 
goes to the custodian and tenants 
have to ‘catch’ h im  to get i t ;  ten­
ants sign checks and he keeps the 
money. He does not give service 
because he is ra re ly  in  the b u ild ­
ing” ; “ Refrigerators are very bad; 
food spoils in them, there are no 
handles, they are supported by 
chairs, no insulation and they are 
roach infested” ; and many more.

C LEVELAND, Jan. 17 — Three 
rent strikes in  the Hough area re­
sulted in  M ayor Ralph S. Locher 
setting up an eleven-man com­
mittee, includ ing property owners 
and w elfare workers, to seek an­
swers to social problems creating 
rent strikes. The M ayor to ld the 
committee, “ The sanctity of the 
renta l contract must be observed 
by both sides.”

REPORT FROM MISSISSIPPI RIGHTS FRONT

Court Victory Spurs Voting Drive
H ATTIESBURG , Miss., Jan. 

21 — Negroes here are m ob iliz­
ing to pu t some meaning in to  a 
court v ic to ry  by fo rc ing  a show­
down between the federal govern­
ment and local o ffic ia ls on the 
registration of Negroes to vote.

Forrest C o u n t y  Registrar 
Theron Lynd  had been convicted 
of contempt of a federal court o r­
der to register Negroes to vote. On 
Jan. 6, the U.S.. Supreme Court re ­
fused to consider Lynd ’s appeal. 
Thus, federal court litiga tion , 
which began in  1960, should be 
ended and there should be no fu r ­
ther stalling. B u t Lynd is s till 
County Registrar.

Lawrence Guyot, head of voter- 
registration here fo r the Student 
Nonvio lent Coordinating Com m it­
tee and the Council o f Federated 
Organizations, said Jan. 18 tha t 
Negroes w ould line up to register 
at the county courthouse on Jan. 
22. Guyot said tha t i f  they are ar­
rested, they w il l  stay in  ja il, and 
the federal government w il l  be 
asked to intervene.

In  Jackson, Robert Moses, 
SNCC’s Mississippi pro ject direc­

tor, said that a “ showdown”  be­
tween Mississippi state o ffic ia ls 
and the federal government w ill 
be necessary before Mississippi 
w il l  pe rm it large numbers of Ne­
groes to vote.

Testify ing last week before the 
Mississippi A dvisory Committee to 
the U.S. Commission on C iv il 
Rights, Moses said the federal 
government must decide i f  i t  w il l  
enforce laws in  M ississippi even i f  
th is means sending troops.

Less than seven per cent of_vot­
ing-age Negroes in  the state are 
registered. In  Forrest County, only 
12 out of 7,406 Negroes of voting 
age are registered according to the 
Commission report.

Oscar Chase, 23, o f Queens, 
N. Y., was arrested last week 
when he entered the Negro w a it­
ing room in  the bus station 
here. Chase, a w h ite  Yale Law  
School graduate, was doing legal 
research fo r SNCC on the Lynd 
case. In  a telegram sent from  ja il, 
he asked A tto rney General Robert 
F. Kennedy to come to Hatties­
burg to defend h im .

Another SNCC w orker, Peter

Stoner, 25, of B erlin , Penn., was 
arrested on a trumped-up “ na r­
cotics”  charge. This was dropped, 
but he was then convicted of tra f­
fic violations. He refused to pay 
the fines and was ja iled.

JACKSON, Miss. — The tr ia l of 
Byron de la Beckw ith, accused 
m urderer of Medgar W. Evers, 
fie ld  secretary of the National As­
sociation fo r the Advancement of 
Colored People in Mississippi, is 
scheduled to open here Jan. 27.

The NAACP leader was shot in 
the back from  ambush on the 
n igh t of June 11-12 as he was 
about to enter his home a fte r a t­
tending an NAACP ra lly  in  the 
c ity. Taken to the U n ive rs ity  Hos­
p ita l in  Jackson, he died w ith in  
an hour.

Federal investigations led to the 
arrest of Beckw ith on June 24. He 
has been adjudged m enta lly com­
petent to stand tr ia l, b u t the tr ia l 
w il l  be in  a local M ississippi court, 
and an a ll-w h ite  ju ry  is v ir tu a lly  
assured.

The Cleveland Chapter o f the 
Congress of Racial Equality, 
w hich had been inv ited  in to  the 
committee, declined to partic ipate 
and submitted instead an “ Open 
Le tte r to the Power S tructure.”  
The opening paragraph reads as 
follows:

“ This le tte r is directed to you 
because you and your office share 
in  the responsibility fo r the per­
petuation o f slum-housing condi­
tions in  the c ity  of Cleveland. So 
tha t you are c learly aware that 
this responsib ility is shared to 
vary ing  degrees by a whole com­
plex of social-political-economic 
institu tions in  the c ity  o f Cleve­
land, a ll o f your associates in  this 
conspiracy against decent housing 
are listed.”

Le tte r fo r M ayor
The le tte r was presented to the 

m ayor’s committee by Miss Ruth 
Turner, Executive Secretary of 
Cleveland CORE. The le tte r was 
directed to the mayor, Cleveland 
C ity Council, the c ity ’s Housing 
Department, Sanitation Depart­
ment, F ire  Department, Police De­
partment, U rban Renewal De­
partment, slum landlords, the 
Cuyahoga County W elfare D epart­
ment, banking and financia l ins ti­
tutions, the East Ohio Gas Com­
pany, the Cleveland E lectric I l ­
lum ina ting  Company, the M un ic i­
pal L ig h t P lant, the Cleveland 
Board of Education and the Cleve­
land W elfare Federation.

In  other developments CORE 
charged tha t the Cleveland M etro­
po litan Housing A u th o rity  has in  
the past and is presently depriv ­
ing Negroes, solely because they 
are black, o f the housing they des­
perately need.

Specific CORE complaints w ith  
the Housing A u th o rity  lis t 1) Pre­
application screening. 2) W aiting 
lists fo r Negro applicants. 3) Post­
application screening. 4) Post-ap­
plication d iscrim ination and seg­
regation. 5) A u x ilia ry  complaints 
includ ing lack o f relocation fa c il­
ities, fa ilu re  of reports by Housing 
A u th o rity  investigators of b u ild ­
ing vio lations in  prospective ten­
ants p rio r dwellings to appropri­
ate c ity  bu ild ing  authorities.

Meanwhile ghetto-area tenants 
are saying tha t one ren t s trike  
is w o rth  years o f complaints fo r 
getting land lord action on im ­
provements and ren t reductions.

RENT-STRIKE TARGET. Urban renewal in Cleveland’s Wopdlawn 
area is not removing buildings like this one fast enough for resi­
dents of the city’s slums. Nor is such renewal planned with con­
sideration for effect on general ghetto problem. Rent strikes are 
proving more effective in getting immediate improvements for 
those forced to live in slums.


