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Hospital Workers 
End Brave Strike

“ W e liv e  in  in  A lg e ria  b u t our 
h e a rt is w ith  Cuba,”  Ben B e lla  
to ld  us, and he w e n t on: “ th is  is 
a tru th , n o t an em p ty  phrase; the 
fun dam e n ta l line  w h ich  w e have 
chosen is the  same and i t  de­
te rm ines the  closeness and the 
u n ity  between ou r peoples and ou r 
revo lu tions .”

Ben B e lla  rece ived us a t the  
door o f the  house w h ic h  the  M oroc­
can governm ent had made a v a il-

ab le to h im  in  the o u ts k ir ts  o f 
Rabat. O utside, a n t i-a irc ra ft  guns 
among the  trees guarded the sky, 
a le r t fo r  any co lo n ia lis t attack. 
Ben B e lla  shook o u r hands v ig ­
orously. M om ents la te r  i t  seemed 
to us th a t th is  m an had been a 
life lo n g  fr ie n d , no t the  e x tra ­
o rd in a ry  leader, the  hero w hom  
w e w ere  m eeting fo r  the f ir s t  tim e. 
Ben B e lla  gives the  im pression  o f 

(Continued on Page 4)

Socialist Candidate 
Files for Congress 
From Minneapolis

M IN N E A P O L IS , J u ly  22 —  Jo ­
seph Johnson has file d  as the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  candidate 
fo r  U.S. Congress fro m  the F if th  
Congressional D is tr ic t  of M in ­
nesota, w h ich  now consists o f the 
C ity  o f M inneapo lis . H is  sup po rt­
ers collected over 1,500 p e titio n  
signatures in  one w eek ’s tim e. 
He is ru n n in g  against the R epub­
lica n  incum bent W a lte r H. Judd 
and the D e m ocra tic -F a rm e r-L a b o r 
candidate Dona ld M. Fraser.

Johnson, a hosp ita l w o rk e r and 
T w in  C ities branch organ izer of 
the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty , is a 
m em ber o f Loca l 113 o f the  B u ild ­
ing  Service Employees U n ion . He 
has pa rtic ip a ted  in  S tudents fo r  
In teg ra tion , a M innesota c iv i l-  
r ig h ts  group and is ac tive  in  
defense o f the Cuban R evo lu tion .

In  his f i r s t  p u b lic  cam paign 
m eeting last n igh t, Johnson ana­
lyzed the recent p lo t by  some Sas­
ka tchew an doctors and th e ir  “ as­
socia tion”  against the Saskatch­
ewan socialized m ed ica l-hea lth  
plan. He po in ted ou t the a n t i­
socia l poo ling  o f se lfish in terests 
by doctors, hospita ls, insurance 
companies and d ru g  firm s . N o t­
in g  the change fro m  the o rig in a l 
basic u n it  o f the docto r’s o ffic e  to 
the m odern com plex hosp ita l, he 
emphasized the need fo r  a con­
sistent, planned and ju s t means o f 
p ro v id in g  m edica l care.

Ceylon Tells Washington 
'Hands Off’ in Oil Dispute
The P rim e  M in is te r o f Cey­

lon, M rs. S ir im avo  B andara- 
na ike , has fo rm a lly  demanded 
th a t the U.S. stop in te r fe r in g  in  
her c o u n try ’s in te rn a l a ffa irs . 
C eylon recen tly  na tiona lized  
some o f the storage fa c ilit ie s  and 
service stations be long ing to 
S he ll O il Co., C a ltex  and Esso. 
Com pensation is ye t to be fixed . 
The new, s ta te-ow ned o il com ­
pany is im p o rtin g  lo w -p ric e d  
S oviet and E gyp tian  gas and 
o il.

D em anding qu ick  compensa­
tion , the U.S. ambassador to 
C eylon threatens th a t U.S. a id  
to C eylon m ay be ha lted . The 
New Y o rk  Times  o f J u ly  16 re ­
ports  the P rim e  M in is te r as 
re to rt in g  th a t “ the best fo rm  
o f a id  th a t A m erica  could g ive 
sm a ll na tions lik e  C eylon was 
to absta in  fro m  in te r fe r in g  in  
th e ir  in te rn a l a ffa irs .” By W illiam  Bundy

A fte r  f ig h tin g  b ra ve ly  fo r  e igh t 
weeks and m arsh a llin g  unprece­
dented support beh ind th e ir  s trikes 
fo r  un ion  recogn ition , the no n ­
pro fessional w o rke rs  a t tw o  New 
Y o rk  C ity  hospita ls  re tu rn ed  to 
w o rk  J u ly  18 un de r a fo rm u la  
agreed to by  leaders o f the New 
Y o rk  C ity  A F L -C IO  C e n tra l Labo r 
C ounc il and G overnor Nelson 
R ockefe lle r.

R ocke fe lle r p rom ised to support 
a b i l l  a t the n e x t session o f the 
le g is la tu re  g ra n tin g  co llec tive  b a r­
ga in ing  r ig h ts  p re v io u s ly  denied 
employes o f “ v o lu n ta ry  n o n -p ro ­
f i t ”  hospita ls. The proposed la w  
w o u ld  also ban strikes, p ro v id in g  
a fo rm  o f com pulsory  a rb itra tio n . 
The se ttlem ent fu r th e r  provides 
fo r  the re tu rn  o f s tr ike rs  to w o rk  
w ith o u t d is c r im in a tio n  and an as 
ye t undisclosed am ount o f re tro ­
active  pay.

The w o rke rs  at the tw o  s truck  
in s titu tio n s  —  B e th -E l in  B ro o k lyn  
and M an ha ttan  Eye, E ar and 
T h ro a t H o sp ita l —  ra t if ie d  the 
settlem ent a fte r  leaders o f th e ir  
un ion, D ru g  and H o sp ita l E m ­
ployees Loca l 1199, ha iled  i t  as a 
v ic to ry . Loca l P resident Leon J. 
D avis said “ ou r m a jo r ob jec tive  
has been achieved th rou gh  the 
ve ry  so lid  com m itm en t the gov­
e rn o r has m ade.”  He said the 
u n i o n ’s o rgan iz ing  cam paign 
am ong the c ity ’s 80 n o n -p ro f it  
hospita ls w o u ld  be stepped up.

The g reat m a jo r ity  o f the  s t r ik ­
ers —  nurse ’s aides, porters, 
la u n d ry  and d ie ta ry  w o rke rs  —

are Negroes and P ue rto  Ricans. 
T h e ir p lig h t is ty p ic a l o f some 
h a lf m illio n  lo w -p a id  N egro and 
P uerto  R ican w o rke rs  in  N ew  
Y o rk  C ity . A  un io n  s tudy o f 54 
fam ilie s  o f s tr ike rs  a t B e th -E l 
hosp ita l revealed th a t 34 o f them  
o r 64 per cent w o u ld  be b e tte r 
o f f  f in a n c ia lly  on a pu b lic  w e lfa re  
a llow ance than  on th e ir  wages.

The s tr ik e  a t B e th -E l began 
M ay  23 and at M an ha ttan  Eye 
in  m id -June . The s tr ike rs  a ttra c t­
ed active  support fro m  hundreds 
o f you th , some o f w hom  w ere  a r­
rested on the  p icke t lin e  and in  
mass s it- in s  in  the  B e th -E l co r­
r ido rs . C en tra l L a b o r C ounc il lead­
ers appeared on the  p icke t lin e  
w ith  over a thousand p ickets  in  
one dem onstra tion . A  com m ittee  
o f leaders o f the  N egro and P ue r­
to R ican com m unities  ra llie d  sup­
po rt and the Congress o f R ac ia l 
E q u a lity  th rea tened a s it - in  in  the  
governor’s offices.

In  face o f th is  pressure Rocke­
fe lle r  stepped in , g ra n tin g  essen­
t ia l ly  the same deal the la b o r 
leaders had been unab le  to  get 
fro m  M ayo r W agner in  weeks o f 
negotiations.

Backers o f the c ity ’s D em ocra tic  
a d m in is tra tio n  in c lud e  the “ l ib ­
e ra l”  cap ita lis ts  w ho em p loy m uch 
o f the c ity ’s lo w -w a g e  w o rke rs  as 
w e ll as C a tho lic  leaders opposed 
to un io n iza tion  o f th e ir  hospita ls. 
I t  is an open scandal in  the la bo r 
m ovem ent th a t top leaders o f the  
In te rn a tio n a l Ladies G arm en t 
W orkers  U n ion , close p o lit ic a l 
a llies  o f the “ lib e ra l”  cap ita lis ts , 

(Continued on Page 3)

BEN BELLA SPEAKS
The A lgerian  revolutionary leader, Ben B ella, who figures so 

prom inently in  current developments in  that new ly independent 
nation, made a point of granting his firs t in terv iew , after release 
from  a French prison, to Carlos Franqui, director of the Cuban 
newspaper, R e v o lu tio n  (M arch  31). The follow ing is a transla­
tion of that in terview .

S TA C K  A R M S! Picket signs from  strikes for union recogni­
tion at two N ew  Y ork  C ity  hospitals stacked a fter Ju ly 18 settle­
ment. The workers go back w ithout contract but strikes raised 
struggle of the c ity ’s Negro and Puerto Rican workers against low  
wages to a new level and the union has foot in  door.

An Answer to “ Hoy’s”  
Slander on Trotskyism 
And Cuban Revolution

By Joseph Hansen

W hat has been the  response o f the  o th e r leaders o f the  Cuban 
C om m un is t P a rty  to  the  v igo rous measures u n d e rtaken  b y  F id e l 
C astro aga inst A n ib a l Escalante and the  b u re a u c ra tic  practices he
fostered? A l l  reports  ind ica te  tha t 
they were among the m ost en­
thu s ias tic  in  app laud ing  the  sud­
den d o w n fa ll o f th e ir  comrade. 
N ever have they appeared so 
w a rm  in  th e ir  congra tu la tions to 
Castro ove r a t im e ly  action  in  be­
h a lf  o f the w e lfa re  and advance­
m ent o f the  Cuban R evo lu tion .

O ut o f g ra titu d e  to  Castro fo r  
such a fe lic ito u s  m easure against 
w h a t cou ld have developed in to  a 
bu rea ucra tic  cancer, one m ig h t ex ­
pect a c o n trib u tio n  fro m  these 
o the r leaders o f the  Cuban C om ­
m un is t P a rty , a b it  o f se lf-e xa m ­
in a tio n  and s e lf-c r itic is m  th a t 
w o u ld  he lp  e xp la in  w h y  Escalante 
fe l t  th a t he cou ld  get aw ay w ith  it .

H o w  d id  i t  happen, fo r  instance, 
th a t none o f them  took  the in it ia ­
t iv e  in  exposing Escalante’s p rac­
tices? H o w  d id  i t  happen th a t none 
o f them  stood up in  active  opposi­
t io n  to  th is  fa c tio n a l-m in d e d  bu ­
re a u c ra t w ho  set ou t to  b u ild  a 
pe rsona l machine? W ere they 
a fra id  to  speak up? I f  so, w h a t 
m ade them  afra id?  W ere they  in ­
vo lved , too? O r w ere  they  ju s t 
b lin d  to  the  g la r in g  fa u lts  o f th e ir  
fe llo w  leaders? I f  so, how  exp la in  
th is  blindness? Was i t  due to the 
long  years o f tra in in g  in  the school 
o f S ta lin ism  w here  bu reaucra tic  
practices and bu rea ucra tic  pe r­
sona lities  were so m uch the norm  
th a t they cou ld develop in to  a 
cult?

Honest, f ra n k  answers by  Es­
ca lan te ’s associates to questions 
lik e  these could p ro v id e  in s tru c ­
t iv e  educa tiona l m a te ria l fo r  
young revo lu tio n is ts  —  and no t 
o n ly  in  Cuba. Some s e lf-c r itic is m  
d id  take place, a t least enough to 
m ake the record. B u t considera­
tions o the r than the  educational 
needs o f young revo lu tio n is ts  have 
e v id e n tly  preoccupied Escalante’s 
fo rm e r in tim a te  co llabora tors.

F id e l’s moves against bu reau­
cra tism  ho ld  ce rta in  im p lica tions . 
I f  F ide l p e rsists in  th is  course, Es­
ca lan te ’s comrades no doub t have 
reasoned, it  w i l l  in e v ita b ly  lend 
im petus to  the an tibu reau cra tic  
mood. Indeed, the  ru in  o f Esca­
lan te  s ig n ifie d  in  its e lf  a consider­
ab le  s treng then ing  o f the tendency 
to  dem ocra tize the  re vo lu tio n  
a long L e n in is t lines. B u t how  can

pressure be placed in  the opposite 
d ire c tio n  w ith o u t open ly cha lleng­
in g  F ide l? A n  in d ire c t approach is 
needed. To in fluence  Paul, a ttack 
Peter. T h is  is especia lly shrewd 
i f  Peter happens to  be gagged o r 
the v ic t im  o f m uch p re jud ice .

Such, w e m ay surm ise, were the 
ca lcu la tions beh ind the cam paign 
w h ich  Hoy,  the d a ily  newspaper 
o f the Cuban C om m unis t P a rty , 
rece n tly  opened against “ T ro ts k y ­
ism .”

Because o f the im p e r ia lis t em ­
bargo o f Cuba and the consequent 
com m un ica tion  d iff ic u lt ie s , we do 
no t receive Hoy  re g u la rly . W e are 
the re fo re  unab le  to  m easure the 
cam paign w ith  precis ion. B u t we 
do have a t hand s ix  artic les, some 
o f them  q u ite  long and q u ite  e v i­
d e n tly  p laced on ta rge t w ith  p a in ­
s tak in g  care. These are s u ffic ie n t 
to  ind ica te  the rea l state o f m in d  
am ong a t least some o f the lead­
ers o f the Cuban C om m unis t P a r­
ty  since the news was broken to 
them  about Escalante be ing no 
longer a t his desk. In  no o the r sec­
to r  o f the w o r ld  C om m unis t m ove­
m en t is such a la rm  ev ide n t over 
“ T ro tsky ism .”

B efo re  ge tting  in to  an analysis 
o f the artic les  pub lished by  Hoy  
i t  w i l l  p rove use fu l to state the es­
sence o f T ro tsky ism :

(1 ) I t  o ffe rs  the m ost p ro found  
theo re tica l apprec ia tion  o f the de­
ve lopm ent o f the Russian R e vo lu ­
tion  and, by  extension, a l l m odern 
revo lu tions , especia lly  in  co lon ia l 
and sem ico lon ia l areas. (T h is  is 
the  theo ry  w h ich  T ro ts k y  deve l­
oped, in  the  lig h t  o f Russian ex­
perience, fro m  some observations 
M a rx  made about “ pe rm anent”  
re v o lu tio n .)

(2 ) I t  o ffe rs  the  on ly  lo g ica lly  
coherent exp lana tion  o f how  a b u ­
rea ucra tic  caste cou ld rise  in  the 
S ov ie t U n ion  and the on ly  p ro ­
gram  tha t, in  the L e n in is t t ra d i­
tion , com bines opposition to  b u ­
reaucra tism  w ith  u n con d itio na l 
S ovie t defense.

(3 ) I t  o ffe rs  the most tho rough­
go ing p rog ram  o f oppos ition  to 
fascism  and a ll s im ila r  reac tiona ry  
tendencies sym ptom atic  o f the  de­
cay o f ca p ita lis t democracy.

(C ontinued  on Page 2)

Medicare-  Congress' Football
By M arvel Scholl

A l l  poss ib il i ty  o f any m edica l 
care fo r  the e ld e rly  com ing ou t of 
th is  session o f Congress was k il le d  
J u ly  17 w hen the  Senate tab led 
the  A nde rso n -Jav its  am endm ent, 
a com prom ise vers ion  o f the K in g -  
A nderson  B il l.

M ed icare has been a p o lit ic a l 
fo o tb a ll ever since A im e  Forand 
in troduced  a com prehensive m ed­

ica l care p lan fo r  Social S ecu rity  
pensioners in  1957. T h a t b i l l  f in a l­
ly  d ied in  the  House Rules Com ­
m ittee  in  1959. Forand  re t ire d  th a t 
yea r and now  heads the N a tion a l 
C ounc il o f S enior C itizens.

K ennedy made M edicare one o f 
h is cam paign prom ises. The K in g -  
Anderson B i l l ,  a pa le r vers ion  o f 
the  Forand measure, was in tro ­
duced in  Jan ua ry  1961 and has

been kep t in  a p igeon-ho le  in  the 
House W ays and Means C o m m it­
tee ever since.

The K in g -A n d e rso n  B i l l  re ta ins  
the  Social S ecu rity  fin a n c in g  fea­
tu re  o f the F orand  b ill,  b u t reduces 
benefits to rec ip ien ts b y  tw o  “ de­
duc tib les .”  A  fede ra l O ld -A g e  and 
S u rv ivo rs  Insurance (Socia l Se­
c u r ity )  rec ip ie n t w o u ld  have to 
pay $10 fo r  each o f the  f ir s t  n ine 
days o f any ho sp ita liza tion  and 
$20 fo r  each diagnostic study.

In  an e f fo r t  to get a Senate vote 
on the  p igeon-ho led  b il l,  the b i­
partisan-sponsored A nderson -Ja ­
v its  am endm ent was tacked, on to 
a general w e lfa re  b i l l  a lready 
passed by  the House. I t  w o u ld  have 
“ rem oved the m ost ob jectionable 
(to  the A M A )  fea tures o f the 
K in g -A n de rso n  B i l l . ”  W h ile  re ta in ­
in g  the S o c ia l-S e cu rity -ta x  f in a n c ­
in g  fea ture, i t  w o u ld  have allow ed 
p r iv a te  hea lth -insu rance  organ iza­
tions a hand in  the  a d m in is tra ­
t io n  o f funds, w o u ld  have g iven 
Socia l S ecu rity  rec ip ien ts the 
choice o f governm ent-financed  
m ed ica l care o r an ad d itiona l $9 
a m on th  to bu y  p r iv a te  hea lth  in ­
surance, and w o u ld  have covered 
an ad d itio n a l 3 m il l io n  persons not 
covered by  Social S ecu rity  o r r a i l ­
road pensions.

(Continued on Page 3)
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...A n  Answer to "Hoy's" Slanders

Fidel Castro

(Continued from Page 1)
(4 ) I t  is  the m ost consistent 

p resen t-day  p roponen t o f the  
re v o lu tio n a ry -s o c ia lis t w a y  ou t o f 
the  w a rs  and o th e r ho rro rs  o f a 
w o r ld  ca p ita lis t system in  its  death 
agony.

H oy  does no t o ffe r  its  readers 
these facts abou t T ro tsky ism . I t  
o ffe rs  a d iffe re n t p ic tu re . In  the 
June  16 issue, fo r  instance, the  ed i­
to rs  devote an en tire  a rtic le  p u r ­
p o r tin g  to  present the  h is to ry  o f 
T ro ts k y is m  b e g in n in g  w ith  1909. 
T h a t yea r is chosen instead o f the 
m ore  ap p ro p ria te  one o f 1905 be­
cause o f a b itte r  fa c tio n a l d ispute 
in  the  Russian Socia l D em ocra tic  
P a r ty  w h ic h  reached its  cu lm in a ­
t io n  in  1912. A t  one p o in t in  th is  
d ispu te  L e n in  a n g r ily  ca lled T ro t­
sky  a “ Judas.”  W ha t the  rea l is ­
sues w ere  in  th a t d ispu te  o f a h a lf 
c e n tu ry  ago rem a ins obscure in  
H oy's  account. B u t i t  m ust be 
a d m itte d  th a t the e p ithe t “ Judas,”  
w h ic h  H oy  hauls ou t o f the dusty 
arch ives, does he lp d iv e r t  a tten ­
t io n  fro m  the m ore troublesom e 
w o rd  o f c u rre n t p o lit ic a l in te res t
—  “ Escalante.”

H o y ’s p resen ta tion  o f T ro ts k y ’s 
ro le  in  the  1917 R e vo lu tion  ad­
heres q u ite  fa ith fu lly  to the  v e r­
sion concocted by  S ta lin  fo r  use in  
th e  in fam ous M oscow fra m e -u p  
tr ia ls  o f the th ir t ie s . F o r instance, 
T ro ts k y  “ entered the  B o lshev ik  
P a r ty  w ith  the  a im  o f s tru g g lin g  
w ith in  i t  against L e n in ism .”  A f te r  
th e  tr iu m p h  o f the  R evo lu tion  
" T ro ts k y  con tinued opposing Le n in  
in  a series o f m a jo r questions . .
In  1921 T ro ts k y  “ began a fa c tio n a l 
s trugg le  ins ide the  B o lshe v ik  p a r­
ty  . . W ith  the  death o f L e n in  
in 1924, T ro ts k y  “ d irec ted  h is  p r in ­
c ip a l a ttack  against S ta lin  w ho  had 
been ra t if ie d  as G enera l Secre tary 
o f the  P a rty .”

In  1927 came “ expu ls ion ,”  these 
C uban partisans o f G enera l Sec­
re ta ry  S ta lin  in fo rm  us, and T ro t­
s k y  “ w e n t abroad and organized a 
ra b id  cam paign o f calum nies 
against the  S ov ie t pow er, w h ile

Weekly Calendar
NEW  YORK 

Summer Film Series. Sun., July 29: 
Japanese film  about the bomb, C H IL ­
DREN O F  H IR O S H IM A , plus a Soviet 
short, EDUCATIO N IN  THE USSR. Sun., 
Aug. 5: STRIKE, S. Eisenstein's f irs t film , 
plus the short, Charlie Chaplin. Show­
ings a t 7:45 and 10 p.m. a t 116 Uni­
versity Place. C ontrib . 99c. Ausp. Young 
Socialist A lliance.

*  *  *

N O  MORE H IR O S H IM A S ! Annual 
Observance o f Hiroshima Day —  Mon­
day, August 6. Assemble 5:30 p.m. 42 
St. and 6th Ave. W alk to  United N a­
tions Plaza via 42 Street. Rally 6:30 - 
7:30 p.m. a t UN Plaza, 47 Street and 
1st Ave. Ausp.: Hiroshima Day Observ­
ance C om m ittee.

•
WEST COAST

W est Coast Socialist Educational 
Camp at Big Bear Lake, C alif., Sept. I 
to Sept. 9. S tim ulating taiks on current 
events by Marxist authorities. Lots o f 
fun, sports, recreation, swimming, re­
laxation, and excellent food a t low rates 
w ith special student rates. O perated on 
co-operative, in terracia l basis. For b ro­
chure, reservations, w rite  W est Coast 
Vacation School, 1702 East 46th St., Los 
Angeles 33, or phone A N  9-4953.

Special Offer 
To New Readers

A  four-m onth  tr ia l sub­
scription to The M ilita n t fo r 
only 50 cents. Send this cou­
pon w ith  paym ent to: The  
M i l i t a n t ,  116 U niversity  
Place, N ew  Y o rk  3, N . Y .

Name .............................................

Street .............................................

City .............................. Zone. . . .

State ...............................................

d ire c tin g  con sp ira to ria l ac tiv itie s  
o f h is fo llo w e rs  ins ide  the  Soviet 
U n ion  its e lf.”

A n d  so on and so fo rth . A l l  th a t 
is  req u ire d  to answer th is  fa ls ifie d  
vers ion  o f h is to ry  is an asterisk 
and a foo tnote  fo r  the serious n e w ­
com er to  the  ra d ica l m ovem ent.

W ha t Escalante’s fo rm e r co l­
labo ra to rs  leave ou t o f th e ir  ly in g  
account is m ore in te res tin g  than  
the  concoctions the y  p u t in . T w o  
item s have specia l pe rtinence to  
the  prob lem s o f the Cuban R ev­
o lu tion .

One is T ro ts k y ’s ro le , as the in ­
tim a te  colleague o f Le n in , in  o r­
gan iz ing  the  p o lit ic a l and m il i ta ry  
defense o f the S ov ie t U n ion  
against the com bined im p e ria lis t ' 
and c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  assault 
unde rtaken  f ir s t  b y  G erm any and 
then by  the A llie s . T h is  period 
ho lds m any lessons w h ic h  p a r­
tisans o f the  Cuban R evo lu tion  
cou ld  p ro fita b ly  study.

The o th e r is L e n in ’s in it ia t io n  
in  1923 o f the strugg le  against 
bu reaucra tism  in  the S ov ie t U n ion  
w h ich  he began by  seeking T ro t­
sky ’s co llab o ra tion  in  a f ig h t  to 
depose S ta lin . T he  Escalante case 
v iv id ly  dem onstrates the  re levance 
o f th is  chapter in  the h is to ry  o f 
the  S ovie t U n ion  to  the cu rre n t 
problem s o f the  C uban R evo lu tion .

B u t i t  is  p rec ise ly  these h is to r­
ica l lessons w h ic h  Escalante’s 
fo rm e r frie n d s  and co llabora to rs  
w ish  to  keep the Cuban re v o lu ­
tion is ts  fro m  study ing . The  reason 
is s im ple. A nyone w ho ob je c tive ­
ly  exam ines the facts o f th a t he­
ro ic  tim e  cannot he lp  b u t con­
c lude th a t L e n in ism  and T ro ts k y ­
ism  are id en tica l. S t i l l  worse fro m  
the v ie w p o in t o f the  C uban S ta l­
in is t  fac tio n , a ll the  lessons o f 
those days speak against the  basic 
po lic ies represented b y  the  Esca­
lan te  tendency.

Stronger Stuff
F o r people addicted fo r  a q u a r­

te r o f a cen tu ry  to  the dope o f 
the  M oscow fra m e -u p  tr ia ls , i t  is 
no t possible to  stay on such m ild  
s tu ff  as vague references to  1909, 
etc., in  ta lk in g  abou t “ T ro tsky ism .”  
The c ra v in g  fo r  som eth ing th a t 
foam s b e tte r in  the  m ou th  is w e ll 
n igh  irrepress ib le .

U n fo rtu n a te ly  the de -S ta lin iza - 
t io n  process in  the S ov ie t U n ion  
cu t o f f  the  h a b itu a l d ru g  at its  
v e ry  source and i t  is  n o t easy to 
f in d  a substitu te . H ow ever, Es­
ca lan te ’s fo rm e r comrades are no t 
com p le te ly  devoid o f im a g in a tio n ; 
and they  have come up w ith  some­
th in g  th a t can g ive you q u ite  a 
jag. H oy  devotes its  June 17 a r­
tic le  to  presen ting  th is  syn the tic  
drug.

On the  one hand they m in im ize  
Cuban T ro tsky ism . “ T ro tsky ism  in  
Cuba,”  Hoy  proc la im s, “ never re p ­
resented anybody and never had 
any in flue nce .”  On the o ther 
hand they  saddle Cuban T ro ts k y ­
ism  w ith  a f ig u re  w ho never be­
longed —  the biggest la bo r czar 
under Batis ta .

Eusebio M u ja l,  deservedly one 
o f the m ost hated bu reaucra ts  in  
the  h is to ry  o f the  C uban labo r 
m ovem ent, began his career as a 
m em ber o f the  Cuban C om m unist 
P a rty . A s H oy  exp la ins  it ,  he was 
expe lled  in  the th ir t ie s . A cco rd in g  
to  these same h is to rians, M u ja l, 
a fte r  h is  expu ls ion  fro m  the  ranks 
of the  C om m unis t P a rty , became 
“ leader o f T ro ts k y is m  in  Cuba.”

W e are n e x t in fo rm e d  th a t

* For be tter apprecia tion o f typ ica l 
S talin ist statements like these, consult 
the investigation and conclusions made 
25 years ago in 1937 by the Commis­
sion o f Inquiry in to  the Charges Made 
A gainst Leon Trotsky in the Moscow 
Trials" which was headed by the well- 
known educator and philosopher John 
Dewey. In two volumes, ava ilable in most 
libraries, The Case of Leon Trotsky and 
Not Guilty, both published by H arper 
& Brothers. For the tru th  about Trotsky's 
life , his relations with Lenin and his rev­
o lutionary views and activities, consult 
Trotsky's au tobiography My Life or the 
standard three-volume b iography by 
Isaac Deutscher. For easily available evi­
dence o f Trotsky's view o f Lenin see the 
b iographica l a rtic le  w ritten by him in the 
th irteen th ed ition o f The Encyclopedia 
Britannica, Vol. 30, page 697.

M u ja l’s ro le  is “ w e ll kn o w n .”  
A m ong o the r th ings, he “ placed 
h im se lf a t the  un con d itio na l serv­
ice o f N o rth  A m erican  im p e r ia l­
ism .”  M u ja l’s reco rd  as a w itc h -  
h u n te r, com pany-serv ing  bu reau­
c ra t and im p e ria lis t se rvan t is 
then recoun ted as i f  th is  had some 
connection w ith  “ T ro ts k y is m ”  
ra th e r than  his o r ig in a l t ra in in g  
ground, the Cuban C om m unis t 
P a rty .

The ab su rd ity  o f such an am a l­
gam can perhaps be be tte r ap­
precia ted i f  we p u t i t  in  te rm s o f 
the  U.S. la bo r m ovem ent. N am ely, 
th a t the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
“ neve r represented anybody and 
never had any in fluence .”  M o re ­
over, its  leader was George M eany, 
w e ll-k n o w n  bu reaucra t o f the 
A F L -C IO , w ho  placed h im se lf at 
the un con d itio na l service o f W a ll 
S tree t and then fo llow e d  reac­
t io n a ry  po lic ies in  accordance w ith  
the  cha racter o f “ T ro tsky ism .”

To ind ica te  the tru e  record of 
C uban T ro tsky ism  a t the  tim e  in  
question a fe w  paragraphs fro m  a 
re p o rt pub lished  in  the  O ctober 
1935 New In te rn a tio n a l, magazine 
o f the  A m e rica n  T ro tsky is ts , 
should p rove  o f in te rest:

“ The a rm y  o f Cuba (a cou n try  
w ith o u t na tio n a l fro n tie rs )  reach­
es the  e x o rb ita n t f ig u re  o f 18,000 
soldiers, w ith  a budget o f $18,000,- 
000, w h ic h  means, consequently, 
pe r cap ita  expend itu res h igher 
tha n  in  Europe o r in  A m erica . To 
th is  m ust be added several th o u ­
sands o f m en o f the techn ica l and 
secret po lice w h o  devote them ­
selves e xc lus ive ly  to  the  p o lit ic a l 
persecution o f every person and 
organ iza tion  opposed to  the gov­
ernm ent. In  add ition , the re  is the 
ru ra l police, con tro lled  by  the 
m u n ic ip a l governm ents, w h ic h  is 
on ly  an append ix  o f the general 
s ta ff o f the  a rm y  and w h ich  co l­
laborates lo y a lly  in  the  persecu­
tio n  o f a l l opponents. In  general, 
the sold iers as w e ll as the police 
are rec ru ited  fro m  the m ost de­
generated social s trata, the  s lum  
p ro le ta r ia t o f the  c ities and the 
fam ished peons o f the  coun try . 
T hey  are v e ry  generously pa id 
and en jo y  a ll sorts o f p riv ileges  
w h ic h  assure th e ir  un con d itio na l 
subm ission to  the governm ent.

“ To supplem ent the oppressive 
apparatus, d irec ted  essentia lly  
against the w o rk in g  class, excep­
t io n a l tr ib u n a ls  have been crea t­
ed w h ic h  judge  a l l a ffa irs  o f a 
p o lit ic a l na ture . These tr ib u n a ls  
have p u t in to  prac tice  a series o f 
law s o f a Fascist na ture , lik e  the 
p ro h ib it io n  o f strikes, o f trade  
unions, the suppression o f p ro le ­
ta r ia n  propaganda. They have 
like w ise  p ro h ib ite d  the r ig h t  o f 
free speech, free  assembly, etc. 
T h is  series o f laws, p u t in to  e ffec t 
by  the reg im e o f M end ie ta  and 
B atis ta , w ipes ou t a l l dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  and pu ts the  w o rk in g  class 
o f Cuba in  a pos ition  kn o w n  on ly  
in  the  com p le te ly  Fascist coun­
tries.

“ The excep tiona l tr ib u n a ls  have

pronounced sentences o f fro m  s ix  
m onths to  ten years against m em ­
bers o f the B o ls h e v ik -L e n in is t 
p a r ty  [th e  T ro tsky is ts ] and have 
condem ned o u r trade  un ion  m i l i ­
tan ts fo r  the sole crim e  o f possess­
in g  a m em bersh ip card. A t  the 
present tim e , th ir t y  o f ou r com ­
rades, em inen t p o lit ic a l and trade 
un ion  leaders fo r  the  m ost pa rt, 
are in  prison. W ith  the ra n k  and 
f i le  m em bers o f ou r trade  unions, 
a to ta l o f n ine  hund red  w o rke rs  
have been im prisoned , in c lu d in g  a 
m in im u m  o f s ix ty  wom en. These 
fig u re s  re fe r e xc lus ive ly  to  the 
c ity  o f Havana.

“ O utside o f those m entioned 
above, hundreds o f students and 
p e tty  bourgeois revo lu tion is ts  have 
been im prisoned . The repressive 
cond itions are a t present u n do ub t­
e d ly  m uch m ore v io le n t than  in  
the years o f the M achado d ic ta to r­
ship. In  a d d itio n  to  im p risonm en t, 
the  nu m be r o f w o rke rs  assassinat­
ed rises eve ry  day.”

Batista’s Terror
The re p o rt te lls  in  m ore  d e ta il 

about the  te rro r : “ Even in  the 
d a y -tim e  i t  was considered a 
c r im in a l m isdem eanor to  w a lk  
the streets b y  tw os o r more. The 
po lice  and the m il i ta ry  hordes 
invaded the streets and f ire d  on 
the w o rke rs  w hereve r the y  dared 
to assemble. The headquarters of 
eve ry  p ro le ta r ia n  organ iza tion  
w ere  ra ided, sacked and dem ol­
ished. O u r trade un ion  center, the 
H avana F edera tion  o f Labor, was 
ra ided, a l l the  fu rn itu re  in  i t  
smashed, the docum ents taken, 
and a l l found  the re  arrested and 
beaten. The governm ent adm its 
a to ta l o f th ir t y  dead, a lthough  
the fig u re  is a c tu a lly  m uch h igher. 
A m ong the dead was ou r com rade 
Cresencio F re ire , the head o f the 
bakers’ un io n ; the studen t leader 
A rm an do  F e ito  and the leader o f 
the Cuban R e vo lu tio n a ry  P a rty , 
E n riqu e  Fernandez, w ho was a 
m em ber o f the G rau San M a rt in  
cabinet. A f te r  the genera l s trike , 
the m il ita ry  t r ib u n a l sentenced to 
death the young re v o lu tio n is t 
Ja im e Greenstein, w ho  was e x ­
ecuted a t Santiago de Cuba, and 
condem ned com rade E duardo G a l­
vez and others to  pe rpe tua l in ca r­
cera tion  . . . .

“ The persecution is becom ing 
in creas ing ly  intense. O u r comrades 
im prisoned  in  the p e n ite n tia ry  o f 
the  Is le  o f P ines are forced to  
w o rk  in  the swamps and quarries  
th a t su rround  the prison .”

O f specia l in te re s t in  the rad ica l 
m ovem ent a t the tim e  was the 
rapprochem ent between A n to n io  
G uite ras, head o f Y oung Cuba, 
and the T ro tsky is ts . The re p o rt 
re fe rs  to th is : “ G u ite ras had a 
b roader v ie w  than his successors. 
He had an in te rn a tio n a l perspec­
t iv e  fo r  the Cuban re vo lu tio n . To 
achieve th is  goal he had the  in ­
te n tio n  o f conven ing a con tinen ta l 
congress in  M ex ico  o f a ll the  
pa rties  o f the  L e f t  and he insisted 
a good deal on in v it in g  a l l  the 
sections o f the  In te rn a tio n a l Com ­

m u n is t League [th e  T ro tsky is ts ] 
on the A m erican  con tinen t, as he 
in fo rm e d  o u r pa rty .

“ B u t e a rly  in  M ay, G u ite ras was 
taken by  surp rise  by  the a rm y  
near the to w n  o f M atanzas, ju s t a t 
the m om ent o f e m b a rk in g  fo r  
M exico. Toge ther w ith  the  Vene­
zuelan Colonel Carlos A ponte, he 
was assassinated.

“ The death o f A n to n io  G uite ras 
created a d iffe re n t s itu a tio n  on the 
Cuban p o lit ic a l scene.”

Today A n to n io  G uite ras, w ho 
m ig h t have developed in to  the 
Castro o f the th ir t ie s , is revered 
as one o f the m a rty rs  o f the Cuban 
R evo lu tion . R ig h t ly  so, fo r  i t  was 
the independent c u rre n t represent­
ed by  h im  and the T ro tsky is ts  and 
s im ila r  revo lu tio n is ts  in  the th ir ­
ties and preced ing decades th a t 
f in a lly  produced a leadersh ip  cap­
able o f to p p lin g  the  B a tis ta  d ic ta ­
to rsh ip  and w in n in g  the  f ir s t  great 
v ic to ry  o f socia lism  in  Cuba.

W here was the  C om m unis t 
P a rty  in  those days? I t  had its  
m a rty rs  and its  heroes, too, and 
the y  w i l l  a lw ays be rem em bered 
fo r  th e ir  v a lia n t and s e lf-s a c r if ic ­
in g  struggles. B u t the  p o lic y  m a k ­
ers o f the  C uban C om m unis t 
P a rty  d id  n o t lo ok  tow ards the 
ra n k  and f i le  fo r  in s p ira tio n  and 
guidance. T h e ir  eyes, lik e  those 
o f E a rl B ro w d e r in  the  U n ited  
States, w ere  on M oscow and th is  
was the  tim e  o f the  g reat purges, 
the  fra m e -u p  tr ia ls , the  savage 
w itc h -h u n tin g  o f “ T ro ts k y is ts ” ; 
the  tim e  o f b lood w h ic h  was 
capped by  s in k in g  a p ic k a x  in to  
T ro ts k y ’s b ra in ; the  tim e  w h ic h  
H oy, l ik e  its  s is ter pu b lica tio ns  
th ro u g h o u t the  w o rld , today eu­
p h e m is tica lly  ca lls  the  tim e  of 
“ the e rro rs  o f S ta lin .”

“Man of the People”
In  1934 S ta lin  in it ia te d  h is  “ peo­

p le ’s f ro n t ”  po licy . In  the  U S A  
th is  m eant s w itc h in g  to  suppo rt 
o f Roosevelt, a p o lic y  w h ic h  
B ro w d e r c a rrie d  to  its  u ltim a te  
log ic  o f open sup po rt fo r  W a ll 
S treet. In  Cuba i t  m eant s w itc h ­
in g  to  support o f R oosevelt’s and 
W a ll S tree t’s man, B atis ta . In  
June 1935, s h o rtly  a fte r  B a tis ta  
m urdered  G uite ras, the  C om m u­
n is t In te rn a tio n a l com m ented ap­
p ro v in g ly  on the change in  tone 
in  the  Cuban C om m unis t P a rty  
press as the new  lin e  w e n t in to  
e ffec t: “ T h is  is a sp lend id  beg in­
n ing . The P a rty  is r id d in g  its e lf 
o f the m istaken idea w h ic h  re ­
s tr ic ted  its  in it ia t iv e , the  idea th a t 
the p ro le ta r ia t is opposed b y  one 
rea c tion a ry  f ro n t  composed o f a l l 
pa rties fro m  the A .B .C . to  the 
G uite ras group. I t  is  beg inn ing  to 
d iffe re n tia te  in  its  approach to 
these organ izations . I t  is beg inn ing  
to  seek its  a llie s  —  a lb e it even 
inconsis ten t and te m p o ra ry  a llies
—  in  the  o rgan iza tion  o f a genuine 
n a tio n a l re v o lu tio n  . . .”

T he suprem e re w a rd  fo r  th is  
tu rn  was posts in  B a tis ta ’s cab inet. 
In  re tu rn  the g ra te fu l leaders o f 
the Cuban C om m unis t P a r ty  ha iled  
th e ir  " incons is ten t and te m p o ra ry ”  
a l ly  B a tis ta  as a “ m an o f the 
people.”

The Cuban people, however, 
pa id  a b it te r  p rice  fo r  th is  po licy . 
Instead o f w in n in g  th e ir  re v o lu ­
tio n  in  the th ir t ie s  as m ig h t have 
occurred had G u ite ras live d , had 
the T ro tsky is ts  su rv ive d  B a tis ta ’s 
te rro r, o r had the C om m unis t P a r­
ty  fo llo w e d  a re v o lu tio n a ry -s o c ia l­
is t p o lic y  such as was advocated 
by the T ro ts k yists, the Cuban peo­
p le  had to  w a it  fo r  a new  genera­
t io n  o f revo lu tio n is ts  in te llig e n t 
and audacious enough to hew  th e ir  
w a y  around the  Escalantes.

(To be continued)

Hunger Strike Protest
BO STO N— M y r t le  A lic e  W o rth y , 

s is ter o f Negro newsm an W ill ia m  
W o rth y , has been on a hunger 
s tr ik e  since J u ly  11 to  pro test the 
in d ic tm e n t o f her b ro th e r fo r  re ­
tu rn in g  to  the U.S. fro m  Cuba 
“ w ith o u t a v a lid  passport.”  
W o rth y , a n a tive  A m erican , is the 
f ir s t  person ever in d ic te d  fo r  com ­
in g  home.
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Behind the Peruvian Election
The S tate  D e p a rtm e n t is b o ilin g  m ad abou t the  P e ru v ia n  

a rm y ’s a n n u lm e n t o f the  recen t e lections and a rres t o f ou tgo ing  
P res iden t Prado. I t  th rea tens to  cu t o f f  a ll U.S. aid.

W hen the  B ra z ilia n  a rm y  re fused V ice  P res iden t G o u la rt the  
pres idency he was c o n s titu t io n a lly  e n tit le d  to  u n t i l  i t  had s tr ipped  
th a t o ffice  o f its  pow ers, the re  was no apop lexy a long the  Potomac. 
N o r d id  W ash ing ton  get ag ita ted  w hen the  A rg e n tin e  m ili ta r y  
a n n u lle d  th e  e lections and im p risoned  P res ident F ro n d iz i. W h y  
a ll th e  righ teous in d ig n a tio n  about Peru?

The a rm y-b a cke d  candidate, B e launde T e rry , is “ safe.”  L ik e  
h is  opponents, he denounced Castro. M oreover, th e  re a c tio n a ry  
P e ru v ia n  a rm y  is the  d a r lin g  o f the  Pentagon and C IA  whose 
hands i t  l ic ks  in  g ra titu d e . M any observers th in k  th e  Pentagon 
and C IA  brass are now here  as upset abou t P eru as is the  S tate 
D epartm ent.

The  S ta te  D e p a rtm e n t-b a cke d  cand ida te  was H aya  de la  
T o rre , an a n ti- im p e r ia lis t years ago b u t now  a tu rncoa t. He is 
the  k in g p in  in  th e  fra g ile  a lliance  o f l ib e ra l p o lit ic ia n s  in  L a tin  
A m e rica  w h o  have made deals w ith  W ash ing ton.. I f  the  S tate  D e­
p a rtm e n t a llow s h im  to  go dow n, repercussions fo r  the  others, 
l ik e  P res iden t B e ta n co u rt o f Venezuela, are ap t to be d isastrous.

On cue fro m  W ash ing ton , the  U.S. press declares the  P e ru v ia n  
e lections w e re  honest. T here  is  am ple  evidence o therw ise . W h e th e r 
the  e lection  th ie v e ry  was p r in c ip a lly  th a t ca rr ie d  o u t by P res ident 
P rado  and H aya ’s p a rty , is n o t y e t c lear. C e rta in ly  the  p a rties  o f 
th e  o th e r tw o  m a in  candidates, B e launde  and e x -d ic ta to r O dria , 
are e q u a lly  capable o f fra u d . B u t fa lse re g is tra tio n  and phony 
co u n tin g  are t r iv ia l  d ishonesty com pared to the  fra u d u le n t basis 
o f th e  elections.

In  a n a tio n  o f e leven m ill io n  people, o n ly  a m ill io n  and a h a lf 
can vo te  in  elections. T he re  is a m onum enta l e le c tio n  fra u d !

The White House and Albany, Ga.
“ The Justice  D e p a rtm e n t s its id ly  by  w h ile  hundreds o f c i t ­

izens are beaten, fa ls e ly  arrested, and shot in  co ld  b lood.”  T h a t 
s ta tem en t o f the  s im p le  t r u th  abou t the  K en n e d y  a d m in is tra t io n ’s 
ro le  in  the  c iv i l - r ig h ts  s tru g g le  in  th e  S outh  was m ade in  W ash­
in g to n , D.C., by  C harles Jones, a fie ld  secre ta ry  fo r  the  S tuden t 
N o n v io le n t C o o rd in a tin g  C om m ittee .

Jones know s w h e re o f he speaks, fo r  he belongs to th a t in ­
tre p id  band o f young  people w ho  have been r is k in g  th e ir  lives  in  
th e  S outh  tr y in g  to exercise r ig h ts  w h ic h  the  fede ra l gove rnm en t 
is  supposed to  p ro tec t. T h e y  have been repea ted ly  ja ile d  on false 
charges and beaten; Negroes th e y  have urged  to  re g is te r to  vo te  
have been th rea tened  and m urd e re d  —  unde r th e  noses o f fe d e ra l 
la w -e n fo rce m e n t agents. S h o rtly  be fo re  Jones spoke the  above 
w ords, one o f h is  colleagues in  SNCC was slashed w ith  a k n ife  
b y  a m em ber o f a ra c is t m ob in  C airo , I ll in o is .

Jones made h is  s ta tem en t w h ile  in  W ash ing ton  w ith  a delega­
tio n  o f Negroes fro m  A lb a n y , G eorgia, on June 26 —  be fo re  the  
p resen t c ris is  in  th a t S ou the rn  C ity  b roke  out. T hey tr ie d  in  va in  
to  see A tto rn e y  G enera l R obe rt K ennedy  and w arned, “ W e are 
m a k in g  th is  p ro tes t as a la s t re so rt.”

S ince then  o ve r 200 m ore  Negroes have been ja ile d  by the 
ra c is t po lice  in  A lb a n y  w ho  are in  c lea r v io la tio n  o f fede ra l la w  
and a d m in is tra tiv e  ru lin g s . O bv ious ly , w a rn in g s  and pleas by  
Negroes mean n o th in g  to  the  a d m in is tra tio n . The A lb a n y  m ove­
m e n t fo r  c iv i l  r ig h ts  w i l l  ge t no in te rv e n tio n  fro m  i t  w ith o u t con­
tin u e d  mass actions w h ich  p u t the  A tto rn e y  G enera l and loca l 
ra c is t o ff ic ia ls  on the  spot and keep them  there.

Trust the TV Quiz Riggers?
A  new  a tta ck  on section 315 o f th e  Federa l C om m un ica tions 

A c t by  the  p r iv a te  ow ners  o f the  rad io  and T V  sta tions and 
c e rta in  senators is unde r w ay. S ix  b ills  are  now  pend ing  in  the  
Senate to  e lim in a te  th e  section in  w ho le  o r in  p a rt. T h is  section 
re q u ire s  th a t broadcasters, g iv in g  tim e  to  one p o lit ic a l candidate, 
m u s t g ive  equal tim e  to  h is opponents fo r  th e  same o ffice . The 
p ro v is io n  has never been fu l ly  en forced b u t i t  has p ro v id e d  
m in o r ity  p a rtie s  w ith  a lega l w eapon in  f ig h t in g  fo r  a b it  o f 
b roadcasting  tim e .

The ru le  was suspended fo r  the  1960 p re s id e n tia l e lection  
cam paign and the  re s u lt p roved  tha t, w ith o u t it ,  m in o r ity  pa rties  
w i l l  be frozen  o u t and the  D em ocra tic  and R epub lican  pa rties  w i l l  
have a m onopo ly  o f the  a irw aves.

The e lim in a tio n  o f th e  p ro v is io n  is be ing  pa lm ed o ff  as a 
“ p la n  to  p rom ote  p o lit ic a l debates.”  T he  p la n  is a c tu a lly  to  leave 
i t  up  to  the  s ta tio n  d irec to rs  to  decide w ho  gets tim e  on the  theo ry  
th a t i f  th e y  don ’t  have to  g ive  any to  m in o r ity  candidates, th e y  
w i l l  g ive  m ore  to R epublicans and Dem ocrats.

M a n y  Congressmen, how ever, a re  w a ry  o f the  proposed 
changes fo r  fe a r th a t the  n e tw o rks  m ay fa v o r candidates o f one 
o f th e  tw o  c a p ita lis t p a rties  ove r those o f th e  o ther. No doub t 
the  s ta tion  d ire c to rs  w i l l  do ju s t th a t i f  th e y  fee l th e y  can get aw ay 
w ith  i t .  T h e ir  record  on fix e d  q u iz  p rogram s is b u t one exam ple  
o f th e ir  tendency to  y ie ld  to  te m p ta tio n . So in  th is  case, le tte rs  
to  y o u r Congressmen u rg in g  the  re te n tio n  o f section 315, as a 
sa feguard  fo r  fa ir  p la y  and a su ppo rt o f fre e  speech, can have 
s ig n if ic a n t e ffect.

B y F red H alstead
A t the recent conven tion  o f the 

S ocia lis t P a rty -S o c ia l D em ocra tic  
Federation, he ld  in  W ashington, 
D.C. June 7-9, tw o  questions of 
cen tra l im portance fo r  the en tire  
rad ica l m ovem ent w ere  posed. One 
is w h a t k in d  o f p o lit ic a l action 
rad ica ls  should engage in  —  “ re ­
a lig n m e n t”  w o rk  w ith in  the  cap i­
ta lis t pa rties  o r independent p o lit ­
ica l action. The o th e r is the ques­
tio n  o f un ited  action by d iffe re n t 
cu rren ts  w ith in  the rad ica l m ove­
m ent. T h is  was raised by an open 
le tte r  to the  conven tion  fro m  Gus 
H a ll, C om m unis t P a rty  leader, 
proposing un ited  action by  the 
CP and the SP-SDF. (H a ll ’s le t­
te r appears in  the June 10 
W o rke r.)

The June 29 issue o f the  SP- 
SDF paper, New  A m erica , reports  
the action taken on these tw o  
issues. In  ou r op in ion , the position  
taken by the SP-SDF was w rong  
in  each case.

The conven tion  debated three 
reso lu tions on p o lit ic a l action. 
One, presented by  W ill ia m  Briggs, 
favored independent p o lit ic a l ac­
tion . A no the r, supported b y  M ax  
Shachtm an and M ichae l H a rr in g ­
ton, was fo r  “ re a lig nm e n t”  w o rk  
in  the  D em ocratic  P a rty  as the 
cen tra l ax is  o f p a rty  a c tiv ity . A  
th ird , presented b y  Deborah M eier, 
recognized “ rea lig n m e n t”  as p a rty  
a c t iv ity  b u t emphasized o ther 
w o rk  as w e ll. On the f ir s t  ro l l 
ca ll, the respective votes were 
38, 32 and 23. A f te r  caucusing, 
supporters o f the  S hachtm an- 
H a rr in g to n  pos ition  sw itched to 
the M e ie r reso lu tion . T h is  b ro ug h t 
them  the essentia l v ic to ry  since 
“ rea lig nm e n t”  w o rk  —  in c lu d in g  
support o f D em ocra tic  candidates
—  is now  granted fo rm a l status as 
SP -S D F p a rty  a c tiv ity .

The proposal o f the  CP fo r 
un ited  action  was re jected in  a 
s ta tem ent signed by S P-SD F lead­
ers N orm an Thomas, M a x  Shacht­
m an and D a rlin g to n  Hoopes and 
au thorized  by the  SP -S D F n a tio n ­
al com m ittee . W e w i l l  analyze th is  
sta tem ent and de ta il w h y  we be­
lieve  the re  can and should be 
un ite d  action  on m any issues by 
d iffe re n t rad ica l cu rren ts  in  a sub­
sequent a rtic le . The question of 
p o lit ic a l action is taken up here.

The “ rea lig n m e n t”  proponents 
argue th a t the present p o lit ic a l 
a lign m en t in  the tw o  m a jo r cap­
ita l is t  pa rties  is ir ra tio n a l. There 
are lib e ra ls  in  the R epub lican P a r­
ty  as w e ll as conservatives and 
the re  are reactionaries in  the 
D em ocra tic  P a rty  a long w ith  the 
libe ra ls . W hat the  c o u n try  needs, 
th e ir  a rgum ent goes, is a rea l tw o - 
p a rty  system, in  w h ich  the  la b o r- 
l ib e ra l-c iv il- r ig h ts -o r ie n te d  ele­
m ents are un ited  in  one p a rty  and 
the  D ix ie c ra ts  and the b ig -b u s i- 
ness-oriented conservatives are 
le f t  to  ano the r pa rty .

Radicals, th e ir  a rgum ent goes, 
can be e ffec tive  acting  fo r  the 
“ in te n s ifica tio n  o f the s trugg le  
against the D ix ie c ra ts  and m a­
ch ine po litic ia n s  ta k in g  place in  
the D em ocratic  P a rty .”  P resum ­
ab ly , they  expect th is  s trugg le  to 
become so in tense th a t the  N o rth ­
e rn  b ig -c ity  m achines w i l l  be re ­
fo rm ed  and the D ix ie c ra ts  w i l l  
leave th e ir  com m and ing positions 
in  the D em ocra tic  P a rty  and fo rm ­
a lly  jo in  the Republicans.

I t  is also argued th a t some l ib ­
e ra l Dem ocrats need ac tive  w o rk ­
ers in  th e ir  cam paigns and th a t i f  
rad ica ls  f i l l  th is  need, they w i l l  
be ab le to  e xe rt some rea l power.

In  the f irs t  place, the cu rre n t 
setup in  the  D em ocratic  and Re­
pub lican  pa rties  is n e ith e r acci­
den ta l no r ir ra tio n a l. I t  resu lts 
fro m  the fa c t th a t any ca p ita lis t 
p a r ty  in  the  U.S. today is bound 
to  be con tro lled  by b ig  business 
and cannot be a force fo r  progress. 
The present setup is consciously 
arranged by b ig  business, w h ic h  is 
the rea l pow er behind both p a r­
ties, and the libe ra ls  are by  and 
la rge a conscious p a r t o f the  act. 
The lib e ra ls  are b locked by  the 
D ix ie c ra t-R e p u b lica n  coa litio n  be­

cause they  a llo w  themselves to be, 
ju s t as in  each Congress they have 
a llow ed the f il ib u s te r  ru le  to stand 
w ith o u t a serious fig h t.

F o r these reasons the chances 
o f “ rea lig n m e n t”  are s lim  indeed. 
Kennedy —  to  m en tion  one “ l ib ­
e ra l”  —  stands fou r-sq ua re  against 
it .  B u t  even i f  i t  w ere  possible, its  
re su lt w ou ld  s t i l l  be tw o  cap ita lis t, 
c o ld -w a r parties.

H o w  w o u ld  such a developm ent 
a id  the  com ing o f socialism ? The 
re a lig nm e n t p o lic y  is no t designed 
to  fu r th e r  the  s trugg le  fo r  so­
c ia lism ; i t  is designed to  channel 
the resu rgen t rad ica l forces —  
p a r t ic u la r ly  the thousands o f 
n e w ly -ra d ica lize d  y o u th  —  in to  
ca p ita lis t po litics . T h is  m ay m ake 
i t  easier fo r  ce rta in  “ soc ia lis t”  
leaders to f in d  com fo rta b le  posi­
tions w ith in  the tw o -p a r ty  system. 
I t  m ay a id  such leaders in  b u ild ­
in g  personal careers in  c a p ita lis t 
po litic s  o r in  the un ion  bu reau­
cracy. I t  m ay channel the  tim e  
and energy o f s incere socia list 
you th  in to  b u ild in g  the  careers o f 
such leaders, b u t i t  is n o t a p o licy  
designed to  fu r th e r  the  b u ild in g  
o f the socia lis t m ovem ent. N or, in  
o u r op in ion , w i l l  i t  fu r th e r  the 
im m ed ia te  s trugg le  fo r  peace, c iv i l 
r ig h ts  o r c iv i l  libe rties .

T h is  does no t mean w e believe 
rad ica ls  should igno re  the con tra ­
d ic tions  fac ing  the D em ocra tic  
P a rty . The un ions are f in d in g  
th e ir  p o lit ic a l subservience to  the 
D em ocra tic  P a rty  increas ing ly  u n ­
tenable. The Negro people are en­
gaged in  a g igan tic  s trugg le  to w in  
e q u a lity  —  in c lu d in g  the  r ig h t  to  
vo te  in  the  South. Is th is  new  v o t­
in g  pow er to  be sidetracked be­
h in d  the v e ry  p a r ty  w h ich  op­
presses S ou thern  Negroes? G reat 
masses o f A m ericans are opposed 
to nuc lea r tes ting  and thousands 
o f you th  are a c tive ly  cha lleng ing  
the d r iv e  tow a rd  w a r. A re  th e ir  
energies to be dissipated ins ide  
one o f the parties o f im peria lism ?

These are the  c o u n try ’s forces 
fo r  progress and they  are p o lit i-

(Continued from Page 1)
The Senate m aneuver was no t a 

serious a ttem p t to pass M edicare 
a t th is  session o f Congress b u t 
s im p ly  a m ove to  p rov ide  the ad­
m in is tra t io n  w ith  a cam paign issue 
fo r  the e lections th is  fa ll.  H ad the 
A n d e rso n -Jav its  am endm ent been 
successfully added to the general 
w e lfa re  b i l l,  the am ended b i l l  
w o u ld  have had to  go back to  the 
House w here i t  w o u ld  req u ire  
unan im ous  consent fo r  i t  even to  
reach the  flo o r. Since th a t is ob­
v io u s ly  im possib le  i t  w o u ld  have 
gone to  the Rules C om m ittee  and

. . .  Hospital Strike
(Continued from Page 1)

d id  a lm ost n o th in g  in  suppo rt o f 
the hosp ita l s trikes.

One p o lit ic a l im p lic a tio n  o f the 
se ttlem ent is th a t in  o rd e r fo r  
R ockefe lle r, a R epublican, to  live  
up to h is prom ise, he w i l l  have to 
be re-e lected th is  Novem ber. The 
la bo r leaders w ho made the deal 
w ith  h im  p re v io u s ly  supported 
D em ocra tic  candidates.

E xcep t fo r  the re tro a c tive  pay, 
the  s tr ike rs  have w on o n ly  p ro m ­
ises fro m  ca p ita lis t po litic ians . 
S im ila r  b roken prom ises forced 
them  to s tr ik e  in  the f ir s t  place. 
Even i f  the  la w  is passed, i t  w i l l  
no t g ive the w o rke rs  a un ion  con­
tra c t —  n o t to  m en tion  good 
wages. I t  w i l l  o n ly  mean the hos­
p ita ls  are ob liged to negotiate. B u t 
the proposed la w  bars s trikes  and 
experience has tau gh t th a t these 
hospita l, m anagem ents g ra n t no­
th in g  unless forced to.

On the o ther hand, the  s tr ik e  at 
B e th -E l was “ ille g a l.”  N e verthe ­
less i t  w on im p o rta n t p recedent- 
se tting  support fo r  the cam paign 
by  Negro and P uerto  R ican w o rk ­
ers to  im p rove  th e ir  lo t. T h is  set­
tle m e n t is in  the  na tu re  o f a stand­
o ff. M ore  strugg les lie  ahead.

c a lly  im p o ten t now  on ly  because 
the y  rem a in  la rg e ly  trapped in  
the D em ocra tic  and R epub lican 
parties. O rganized fo r  independent 
p o lit ic a l action, the y  w i l l  have 
trem endous p o lit ic a l power.

T he  “ rea lig n m e n t”  advocates 
argue th a t the  sm all rad ica l forces 
in  the  U.S. at present cannot be 
e ffec tive  in  independent p o lit ic a l 
action. A c tu a lly , the  rad ica l forces 
are n o t as sm all as they  seem to  
be, and the y  are g row ing . T hey  
appear sm a lle r tha n  the y  are be­
cause by and la rge  the y  are no t 
u n ite d  on p o lit ic a l action. Too 
m any such forces are b u rie d  in  
the  D em ocratic  P a rty , w here th e ir  
energies serve an end the y  do 
no t w a n t —  increasing  the pow er 
o f the  co ld -w a r, cap ita lis t, rac is t 
D em ocra tic  P a rty . I f  a l l these 
energies w ere  d irec ted  to w a rd  re ­
estab lish ing  the  Debs tra d it io n  o f 
independent p o lit ic a l action, the y  
w o u ld  have w idespread effect.

The un ion  m ovem ent has the  
pow er, finances, and organ iza tion  
to estab lish a la bo r p a rty , a p a r ty  
responsib le to the  w o rk in g  peo­
ple, the m in o rit ie s  and the  you th . 
Such a social base is no t bound 
to the p ro f i t  system, im p e ria lis m  
and w a r preparations.

A  la bo r p a rty  is the  g reat need 
in  the U.S. The Canadian la bo r 
m ovem ent has a lrea dy  begun 
b u ild in g  one. To w o rk  to w a rd  th is  
end i t  is  necessary to  w o rk  to w a rd  
th is  end —  no t tow a rd  s treng then­
in g  the  D em ocra tic  P a rty . I t  is  
necessary to expose the ca p ita lis t 
parties, to  educate fo r  a la b o r 
p a rty , to  m a in ta in  and extend  the  
tra d it io n  o f independent pa rties  
ge tting  on the  ba llo t, to  cha llenge 
the w a r p repara tions, and to p re ­
sent the socia list a lte rn a tiv e  to  the  
n e w ly -ra d ic a liz ed you th.

T h is  is the  p o lit ic a l action  p ro ­
gram  o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  and w h y  i t  ca lls fo r  un ited , 
independent, p o lit ic a l action  b y  
the  rad ica l forces and w h y , pend­
in g  tha t, i t  is  ru n n in g  its  ow n can­
didates n e x t Novem ber.

then a t best to  a jo in t  com m ittee  
conference. S ince bo th  the  House 
and the Senate conferees, w ho  
w o u ld  then consider it ,  are kno w n  
to oppose m edica l a id  under Socia l 
S ecu rity , i t  w o u ld  w ith o u t ques­
tio n  have been dropped.

I t  should be borne in  m in d  th a t 
the Senate, w h ich  voted 52-48 
against t h e  A n d e rso n -Jav its  
am endm ent, has a D em ocra tic  
m a jo r ity  o f 64 to  36. T h e  Dem o­
c ra tic  m a jo r ity  in  the House o f 
Representatives is 260 to 174. The 
House W ays and Means C o m m it­
tee and the Senate F inance Com ­
m ittee , w h ich  engaged in  d e la y - 
un to -dea th  tactics w ith  the K in g -  
A nderson B i l l ,  l ik e  a ll o the r Con­
gressional com m ittees, have heavy 
D em ocra tic  m a jo ritie s .

T h a t a d m in is tra tio n  pressure fo r  
the A nde rso n -Jav its  am endm ent 
was no t a ll i t  cou ld  have been 
was ind ica ted  in  a New  Y o rk  Post 
s to ry  fro m  its  W ash ing ton co r­
respondent, M ilto n  V io rs t, da te- 
lin e d  the day before the vote. 
V io rs t w ro te : “ Some supporters 
o f the  b i l l  q u ie tly  expressed re ­
sentm ent th a t P resident Kennedy, 
w ho considers the b i l l  the m a jo r 
dom estic issue in  h is le g is la tive  
program , w e n t to  Cape Cod ove r 
the  weekend w hen he cou ld have 
been exe rc is ing  persuasion on 
m arg ina l Senators.”

The reactionaries are happy 
w ith  the con tinued success o f th e ir  
cam paign to  p re ven t M edicare ; the 
libe ra ls  are happy fo r  they  have a 
liv e  cam paign issue. The o n ly  
people w ho  are not happy a t the  
la test defeat are some 17 m il l io n  
re tire d  persons, w ho  need  th a t 
care, and th e ir  ch ild re n , w h o  face 
the ha rd  choice o f du m p ing  th e ir  
aged parents on the  u n lo v in g  arm s 
o f c h a r ity  o r m ortgag ing  th e ir  
ow n  and th e ir  c h ild re n ’s fu tu re  
in  o rd e r to  p ro v id e  m ed ica l care 
fo r  the  oldsters.

...Senate Defeats Medicare

Realignment: Advance or Surrender?
The SP-SDF Convention



Page Four THE M IL IT A N T Monday, July 30, 1962

S P IR IT  T H A T  W O N  IN D E P E N D E N C E  —  Six years after 
start of A lgerian revolution in Novem ber 1954, Arab masses in  
Algiers demonstrated, as shown above, in  defiance of French arm y  
and OAS terrorists. On July 3, 1962, in the eighth year of the 
struggle, A lgeria ’s independence was fina lly  conceded.

. . .  BEN BELLA SPEAKS

By P ierre Frank
R e la tive ly  l i t t le  space —  and 

th a t in  on ly  a few  papers —  has 
been devoted to w h a t m ay be 
considered the f ir s t  dem ocra tic 
e lection  in  the S oviet U n ion  in  
a lm ost 40 years.

On A p r i l  4 and 5, the Moscow 
organ iza tion  o f the W rite rs  U n ion  
proceeded to elect its  leadership 
o f some 80 persons. The o ff ic ia l 
l is t  o f proposed candidates con­
ta ined  76 names.

B u t fro m  th is  o ff ic ia l lis t, p ro ­
posed by  the C om m unis t P a rty  
section, the names o f th ree old 
leaders had a lready  been e lim ­
inated. W ha t names? Those o f the 
e d ito rs - in -c h ie f o f im p o rta n t p u b ­
lica tion s  —  K o tch e tov  o f October, 
rece n tly  aw arded the O rde r of 
L e n in  fo r  “ The R egiona l Secre­
ta ry ,”  a con fo rm is t book; S o fro - 
nov o f Ogonio k ;  and G riba tchev  
of Soviet U n ion. T h e ir  names had 
been e lim in a ted  because there  
cou ld be no doub t th a t in  e lec­
t io n  by  secret ba llo t, they  w ou ld  
have been beaten.

O f the  76 names on the lis t, 
o n ly  68 rece ived the  num ber of 
votes needed fo r  e lection. E ig h t 
w e re  defeated. A m ong them  w ere  
A b a lk in e , e d ito r o f the lite ra ry  
section o f P ravda , and Sobelev, 
p res iden t o f the  Russian Federa- 
t ib n  o f the W rite rs  U n ion , w ho in  
the  recent past had open ly  p ro ­
c la im ed h im se lf the  cham pion o f 
the  conservatives, the conform ists.

A m ong those elected —  the poet 
Yevtushenko, m any o f whose 
poems ( “ B ab i Y a r,”  “ Consider me 
a com m unis t” ) a ttack  the  bu reau­
cracy ; Voznessenski and M a ria -  
m ov, considered leaders o f the 
“ progressive”  w ing .

The F irs t  Secre tary o f the P a r­
ty  fo r  Moscow, D em itchev, a 
m em ber o f the C en tra l C o m m it­
tee, in te rvened in  the course o f 
th e  debates. H is  in te rv e n tio n  
showed the  em barrassm ent o f the 
p a r ty  leadership, desirous o f sup­
p o rtin g  the  con fo rm is ts  (K o tc h - 
e to v ’s nove l “ had been p o lit ic a lly  
t im e ly ” ) b u t w ith o u t c u ttin g  
them selves o ff  fro m  the new 
forces.

W h a t he said about w r ite rs  —  
“ the pa th  was easy d u r in g  the 
c u lt  o f the pe rson a lity  w hen one 
kn e w  exa c tly  w h a t should be 
w r it te n  and w h a t should be 
avo ided”  —  applies m uch m ore 
even to  the bureaucrats.

To understand the  im portance 
o f the  M oscow W rite rs  U n ion 
e lection, i t  is necessary to ap­
prec ia te  the  im p o rta n t place oc­
cupied by  w r ite rs  in  S oviet so-

Young Subversives —  “ Bogota’s 
‘gam ines’— homeless c h ild re n  w ho 
roam  the c ity  by  day and n ig h t 
in  com plete a b a n d o n m e n t —  are 
be g inn ing  to  pro test th e ir  p lig h t. 
Headed by  13 -yea r-o ld  B en ja m in  
Zabala, a group o f these ragged 
u rch in s  paraded th rou gh  the c ity ’s 
do w n to w n  streets bang ing on ga r­
bage can covers and b lo w in g  
hom em ade horns to  a ttra c t a tten ­
tio n . They ca rried  signs read ing: 
‘W e are h u n g ry .’ ‘W e s u ffe r fro m  
cold.’ ‘W e w a n t to  w o rk .’ ‘Gam ines 
also are Colom bians.’ P olice broke 
up the  dem onstra tion .”  —  F rom  
an Associated Press d ispa tch  fro m  
Bogota, p r in te d  J u ly  16.

Precedent-Settingr —  A n  O hio 
ju r y  has aw arded $12,800 damages 
to  M rs. R uby S. Donathan, w id o w  
o f an atom ic energy w o rk e r w ho 
d ied ' o f acute leukem ia  [b lood  
cancer] as the  d ire c t re s u lt o f 
ra d ia tio n  exposure. U n t i l the 
present case the A to m ic  Energy 
Com m ission had successfully re ­
sisted a ll e ffo rts  to  achieve recog­
n it io n  fo r  v ic tim s  o f ra d ia tio n  ex ­
posure. F o r f iv e  and a h a lf years 
The O hio  In d u s tr ia l Com m ission, 
B u reau  o f W orkm en ’s Compensa­
tion and the em ployer, the  Good­
year A to m ic  Corp., had all op­
posed the  death c la im . The de-

c ie ty  —  an im portance w e ll rec­
ognized by  the au tho rities . I t  is 
also necessary to rea lize  th a t 
un de r present cond itions w r ite rs  
re fle c t the deep cu rren ts  develop­
in g  w ith in  S oviet society. Indeed, 
they cons titu te  the o n ly  social 
s tra tum  w h ich , since the “ th a w ," 
has some p o ss ib ility  o f express­
in g  its e lf —  in  a lite ra ry  fra m e ­
w o rk  — on the prob lem s o f Soviet 
society, its  preoccupations and 
asp ira tions —  u n lik e  the  P a rty  
and m any o the r o rgan izations 
w h ich  rem a in  p o lit ic a l in s tru ­
m ents in  the hands o f the power.

The e lection o f the leadership o f 
the M oscow W rite rs  U n ion  d id  
no t take place on the  basis o f 
opposing p o lit ic a l p la tfo rm s, bu t 
th a t w asn’t  needed to  m ake clear 
the na tu re  o f the tendencies fac ­
in g  one another. Nobody had, o r 
cou ld have had, any doub t about 
tha t. In  th is  sense, i t  can be said,

M o n r o e , N o r t h  C a r o l in a  . . . 
T u rn in g  P o in t in  A m erican  H is ­
to ry . T w o  Speeches by  Conrad 
J. L y n n . F o rew ord  b y  James 
Boggs. D e tro it: Correspondence 
Pub. Co., 1962, 28 pp., 25c.

T h is  pam ph le t contains the b u lk  
o f a speech de live red  a t the  Com ­
m u n ity  C hurch C enter in  Boston 
last Decem ber and excerpts fro m  
a speech a t the  Canaan B ap tis t 
C hurch in  F lin t,  M ich igan , last 
A p r i l.

The f ir s t  speech is a com prehen­
sive account o f the events in  M on­
roe, N.C., fro m  the tim e  o f R obert 
F. W illia m s ’ re tu rn  to  h is  home 
to w n  fro m  the  M a rin e  Corps to 
the present. The second deals w ith  
L y n n ’s recent t r ip  to  Cuba to  take 
tes tim ony fro m  W illia m s  fo r  the 
com ing t r ia l in  N o rth  C a ro lina  o f 
a Freedom  R ide r and tw o  you th  
o f th a t tow n  on fra m e d -u p  k idnap  
charges. H ow ever, i t  does no t go 
in to  th a t tes tim on y  b u t ra th e r de­
scribes the  pos ition  o f the  A fro -  
Cubans since the re vo lu tio n  and 
W illia m s ’ status as a po pu la r hero 
there.

F o r those w ho have no t heard 
the f ie ry  c iv i l- r ig h ts  a tto rn ey  on 
the  p la tfo rm , th is  pam ph le t w i l l  
g ive  the f u l l  f la v o r o f Conrad 
L y n n ’s o ra to ry . F a s t-flo w in g , im ­
passioned, m ilita n t,  h is sub ject is 
th a t o f the  Negro people’s absolute 
de te rm in a tion  to  be free —  no t

ceased husband had come in  con­
tact w ith  rad io ac tive  m a te ria l 
w h ile  w o rk in g  in  the Goodyear 
p la n t in  1956.

A  Friend of Labor —  “ The ago­
n y  o f Screvane’s pos ition  [P a u l 
Screvane is A c tin g  M ayo r o f New  
Y o rk  d u r in g  W agner’s absence] 
reached its  crue lest p o in t last week 
w hen he endured the  assaults o f 
a de legation o f N egro m in is te rs . 
One o f these v is ito rs  said th a t he 
had a m an in  h is congregation 
w ho  w o rked  in  a hosp ita l and 
cou ld n o t support h is fa m ily  on 
$45 a week. ‘Can’t  he,’ Screvane 
asked, ‘go on w e lfa re ? ’ He had 
spoken the  ‘L e t them  eat cake’ o f 
the lib e ra l D em ocra tic  estab lish­
m en t.”  —  C o lum n is t M u rra y  
K em p ton  in  the J u ly  18 New Y o rk  
Post.

New  Crime —  “ I t  is u n la w fu l 
fo r  any person h a b itu a lly  o r re ­
peated ly to  loa f, lo ite r  o r id le, 
w ith o u t any v is ib le  o r la w fu l b u s i­
ness, on the streets o r o ther pu b lic  
ways o r in  laundrom ats, pool 
rooms, taverns, d ru g  stores, 
grocery  stores o r o ther s im ila r  
p r iv a te  business establishm ents.”
—  A  proposed ord inance before 
B a ltim o re  C ity Council.

the e lection had a ce rta in  dem o­
c ra tic  character, since the p a r­
tic ip an ts  had the o p p o rtu n ity  o f 
choosing between opposing c u r­
ren ts and re je c tin g  some proposed 
candidates.

W hat is even m ore s ig n ifica n t 
is th a t the o ff ic ia l candidates, the 
o ld  leaders and those w ho  w ere 
to  con tinue th e ir  course, w ere  
beaten. The M oscow w rite rs  oc­
cupy the pos ition  o f a vanguard  
o f b roader and p ro founde r c u r ­
ren ts —  as ye t unorganized, to 
be sure —  o f the you th  and la b o r­
ing  masses o f the  S oviet U n ion. 
The w rite rs  had ce rta in  op po rtu n ­
ities  w h ich  they kne w  how  to 
u tiliz e , b u t the Soviet masses have 
ye t to conquer the  res to ra tion  of 
Soviet dem ocracy at the expense 
o f the bureaucracy. T he  w r ite rs ’ 
e lection in  M oscow w i l l  c e rta in ly  
s tim u la te  the masses in  th e ir  
struggles fo r  Soviet dem ocracy.

p a r t ia l ly  o r g ra du a lly , b u t fu l ly  
and im m e d ia te ly . He shows, m ore­
over, how  th is  de te rm in a tion  is a f­
fected by  —  and in  tu rn  affects —  
the w o rld -w id e  re v o lu tio n a ry  
struggles o f oppressed peoples fo r  
th e ir  freedom . I t  is h a p p ily  tru e  
th a t a g ro w in g  num ber o f Negro 
speakers today express such fe e l­
ings and ideas. B u t the burden of 
L y n n ’s speeches is m uch m ore 
than ju s t the expression o f fee l­
ings. Its  con tent is specific  —  th a t 
go-slow ism , conserva tive  lega lism  
and pa c ifism  w i l l  no t w in  the 
Negro people o f th is  c o u n try  th e ir  
fu l l  e q u a lity ; fo r  th a t the  m ost 
u n re m itt in g , m il ita n t  tactics —  
in c lu d in g  arm ed self-defense —  
are requ ired .

To illu s tra te  th is  c ru c ia l lesson, 
L y n n  uses M onroe as a case h is ­
to ry , trac in g  the  strugg le  there  
and discussing the tactics em ­
p loyed  b y  W illia m s  and th e ir  re ­
sults. The s to ry  is in  its e lf e x c it­
in g  —  the repulse o f the  K la n  
m otorcade b y  W ill ia m s ’ r i f le  c lub, 
the K iss ing  Case, W ill ia m ’s “ m eet- 
v io le n c e -w ith -v io le n c e ”  statem ent, 
h is ensuing t r ia l  and suspension 
by the  N A A C P  na tiona l o ffice , the 
w h ite -su p rem a c is t r io t in g  against 
the  Freedom  R iders and the  sub­
sequent k id n a p  fram e-u p , W il­
lia m s ’ escape to  Cuba —  and 
L y n n ’s re te llin g  o f i t  makes i t  
even m ore so.

J.T.

Christian Apartheid —  “ O ver 
the las t weekend, th ree  n o n -w h ite  
and three w h ite  employes o f the 
explosives fa c to ry  at Somerset 
W est w ere k il le d  by m assive ex ­
plosions a t the p lan t. The men 
w ere l i te ra l ly  b low n  to s m ith ­
ereens and o n ly  ve ry  sm all, id en ­
t if ia b le  po rtions o f th e ir  rem ains 
have been recovered. As is usual 
w ith  such disasters in  South A f ­
rica , the names o f the n o n -w h ite  
v ic tim s  k il le d  and in ju re d  have 
no t been published. A  m em o ria l 
service w i l l  be he ld  fo r  the  ‘w h ite ’ 
v ic tim s  in  the loca l D.R. C hurch. 
The anonym ous n o n -w h ite  'w o rk ­
ers are n o t w o rth y  o f rem em ­
brance and have been po in te d ly  
excluded fro m  the service.”  —  
June 6 issue o f The Torch, an 
an ti-a p a rth e id  paper pub lished in  
Capetown, South A fr ic a .

Ring Recuperating
M ilita n t  s ta ff w r i te r  H a rry  

R ing  is in  the  hosp ita l w here 
he is do ing  n ice ly . H ow ever, i t  
is be lieved his convalescence 
w i l l  take another f iv e  weeks o r 
so. Le tte rs  m ay be addressed to 
h im  a t N ew  Y o rk  In f irm a ry , 
321 E. 15 St., N ew  Y o rk  3, N .Y .

(C ontinued  fro m  Page 1)
be ing in  good shape, f il le d  w ith  
energy and you th fu lness fo r the 
g rea t ba ttle  w h ich  is beg inn ing 
and w h ich  is go ing to  decide the 
destiny  o f A lg e ria  and o f A fr ic a .

A f te r  an ho u r o f conversation 
i t  is  ou r o p in ion  th a t F rench 
co lon ia lism  is never go ing to fo r ­
get th a t fo r  f iv e  years in  F rench 
prisons Ben B e lla  deepened his 
le a rn in g  o f the re v o lu tio n a ry  sci­
ence, th a t to  h is f ig h tin g  e x p e ri­
ence was now  jo ined  the theory  
w h ich  w o u ld  p e rm it h im  to see 
the course w ith  to ta l c la r ity . A t 
eve ry  m om ent we sensed the sym ­
pa thy  w h ich  Ben B e lla  has fo r  
the  Cuban R evo lu tion . He knows 
F id e l’s speeches, Che’s book, the 
Second D ec la ra tion  o f Havana, 
and the m any books and docu­
m ents about Cuba w h ich  have 
been pub lished in  Europe. He 
en thus ias tica lly  reca lled th a t each 
day in  ja i l  he and his comrades 
had read ou r newspaper, Rev­
o lu tio n , so tha t now  he was g ra n t­
in g  his f ir s t  in te rv ie w  as an honor 
and a d is tin c tio n  to Cuba, w h ile  
hundreds o f jo u rn a lis ts  fro m  a ll 
pa rts  o f the w o r ld  were besieging 
h im  . . .

“ W hat are the perspectives and 
tasks o f the R evo lu tion  a fte r the 
peace accords?”  we asked, and he 
answered sometimes in  Spanish —  
a language he speaks w e ll enough
—  and o ther tim es in  French, 
w h ich  was trans la ted  fo r  us by 
ou r correspondent in  Rabat, 
A m aro  del Rossal, in  th is  m anner: 

“ The peace its e lf does no t f u l ­
f i l l  the ob jectives o f the  R evo lu ­
tion . The peace is a com prom ise. 
W e need to tra n s fo rm  th is  s itu a ­
tion  tow a rd  the  fun dam e n ta l ob­
jec tives  o f the  R evo lu tion . The 
reconversion sets be fore us the 
prob lem  o f tim e. I f  the tim e  w ere  
to be too extended, the re v o lu ­
tio n a ry  enthusiasm , the re v o lu ­
tio n a ry  s p ir it ,  the m ora le  to s tru g ­
gle o f ou r people w o u ld  be l i ­
qu idated. I f  th a t s itua tion  should 
last too long i t  w o u ld  cool the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  enthusiasm  o f the 
masses. The re v o lu tio n a ry  con­
sciousness, the energy and en­
thusiasm  o f the A lg e ria n  people 
are the fundam en ta l cap ita l w h ich  
m ust be d irec ted  tow a rd  the es­
sen tia l tasks o f the R evo lu tion  
now, tow a rd  the construction  o f 
socia lism  la te r.”

A n d  Ben B e lla  con tinued : “ The 
f ir s t  ob jec tive  is the A g ra ria n  
R evo lu tion  as in  Cuba. Y ou  f ir s t  
made the  A g ra ria n  R evo lu tion  and 
a fte rw a rds  you began to  b u ild  so­
cia lism . S im u ltaneous ly  w ith  
b u ild in g  a new A lg e ria , we m ust 
take p a rt in  the  battles in  A fr ic a  
against co lon ia lism  and neo-co l­
on ia lism .”

Ben B e lla  spoke to us en thu ­
s ia s tica lly  o f the re v o lu tio n a ry  
struggles in  Angola, South A fr ic a , 
Rhodesia and the Congo. He e x ­
p la ined  to us th a t on h is  f ir s t  v is it

to the A lg e ria n  refugees and the 
A rm y  o f N a tiona l L ib e ra tio n  in  
O udja, he had taken w ith  h im  
M a rio  Andrade, re v o lu tio n a ry  
leader o f A ngola, in  pre ference to  
O lden, candidate o f the U.S. He 
also had taken M otssaw ayi, o f 
South A fr ic a ; D icano r Jnawe, o f 
the Cameroons; and D jid o , o f N i­
geria, w ho represent the m ost 
a n ti- im p e r ia lis t cu rren ts  o f A fr ic a .

As Ben B e lla  had to ld  us he 
was fa m il ia r  w ith  the Second 
D ec la ra tion  o f Havana, we asked 
about the strugg le  o f g u e rr illa s  
and about the ro le  o f the peasan­
tr y  in  L a tin  A m erica  and A fr ic a . 
H is answer:

“ Yes, I  kn o w  the D ec la ra tion  
o f Havana, the  thesis o f F ide l and 
also the artic les  o f Che G uevara 
in  th is  sense. The peasant masses 
p la y  a great ro le  in  the s tru g ­
gle. They are able to  take va n ­
guard positions in  the co lon ia l and 
sem i-co lon ia l countries, and i t  is 
beg inn ing  fro m  th is  re a lity  in  the 
co lon ia l countries th a t we have 
strugg led in  A lg e ria , whose e x ­
am ple should be taken to heart 
in  the colonized countries and es­
p e c ia lly  in  A fr ic a .”

Ben B e lla , w hen re fe rr in g  to 
Cuba, spoke w ith  w a rm th , as i f  
speaking o f som eth ing tha t was 
his ow n: “ W e liv e  in  A lg e ria ,
b u t ou r he a rt is w ith  Cuba. T h is  
is a tru th , no t an em pty  phrase. 
The experiences o f Cuba are ve ry  
use fu l fo r  us. A lth o u g h  we are in  
A fr ic a  and you are in  A m erica , 
we are ve ry  close, the geograph­
ica l fac to r is secondary. The fu n ­
dam enta l lin e  w h ich  we have 
chosen is the same and i t  de te r­
m ines the closeness and the u n ity  
between ou r peoples and ou r re v ­
olu tions. There  is an id e n tity  in  
re a lity  and in  ideology. The in ­
te rna l and fo re ign  questions are 
com plem entary, the na tiona l and 
in te rn a tio n a l p rob lem s u n ite  o r 
separate peoples.”

I  asked h im  i f  he w anted to 
v is it  Cuba and he rep lied : “ I  w i l l  
v is it  Cuba as soon as possible and 
I  w i l l  fee l in  Cuba as i f  in  m y 
ow n home. M y  greetings to F ide l, 
Raul, Che G uevara and D orticos.”  

A nd  con tinued  Ben B e lla : “ In  
the F rench prison , I  rece ived a 
v e ry  b e a u tifu l le tte r  from  a Cuban 
g ir l.  To her, to the people of 
Cuba, th rou gh  the m ed ium  o f 
R evo luc ion, m y greetings. I  am 
happy to  know  th a t A lg e ria n  
c h ild re n  and wounded are recup­
e ra ting  in  Cuba. To them , ou r a f­
fec tio n .”

A nd , as w e thanked h im  fo r  the 
in te rv ie w , he concluded: “ I t  is a 
re v o lu tio n a ry  sa tis faction  to  g ra n t 
to Cuba m y f ir s t  in te rv ie w .”

He gave us an em brace and in  
good Spanish bade us fa re w e ll. 
We departed in  E n riq u e ’s auto. 
Ben B e lla  w aved goodbye th rou gh  
the  w indo w . The sun shone o ff 
the red in s ign ia  w h ic h  adorned 
the lape l o f h is  d a rk  su it.

I t  Was Reported in the  Press
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