
V o l.  26 -  N o . 24 M o n d a y , J u n e  11, 1962 P r ic e  10c

A Negro Shot Dead, Another 
Is Wounded in Monroe, N.C.

JU N E  6 —  Roscoe F u n d e rb u rk , 
a 3 6 -yea r-o ld  N egro  o f M onroe, 
N.C., was shot th rou gh  the  back 
o f the head and k il le d  e a rly  June 
3. He was the  fa th e r o f f iv e  c h il­
dren. H is  k i l le r  is  Charles S. 
O u tla w , a 20 -yea r-o ld  w h ite  man, 
also o f M onroe. B o th  men were 
em ployed b y  the  c ity  san ita tion  
departm ent.

Negro residents o f M onroe state 
th a t O u tla w  is kn o w n  to  have e x ­
pressed extrem e an ti-N e g ro  sen­
tim e n ts  in  the  past. M onroe is a 
K u  K lu x  K la n  strongho ld.

A t  the p re lim in a ry  hearing, 
w here he was bound over to the 
S up erio r C o u rt and released in  
$2,000 bond, O u tla w  declared th a t 
he had shot F u n d e rb u rk  fo r  be ing 
a “ Peeping T om .”

E a rlie r in  the  week another 
w h ite  m an o f M onroe, T oby  Price, 
30, had ju s tif ie d  h is  shooting of 
James Poston, a Negro, w ith  a

N. Y. Hospital Strike 
Becomes Big Fight

N E W  Y O R K , June 4 —  A  re la ­
t iv e ly  sm a ll s tr ik e  —  in v o lv in g  
360 non-p ro fess iona l w o rke rs  at 
the B e th -E l H o sp ita l in  B ro o k ly n  
on the s im p le  issue o f un io n  rec­
og n ition  fo r  Loca l 1199 o f the D rug  
and H o sp ita l W orke rs  U n ion , A F L -  
C IO  —  has developed in to  a b itte r  
and s ig n if ic a n t strugg le . I t  is 
th ro w in g  lig h t  on hypocrisy  in  h igh  
places and se tting  im p o rta n t p re ­
cedents in  the  s trugg le  to w in  be t­
te r  cond itions fo r  the  c ity ’s Negro 
and P ue rto  R ican w orkers.

Faced w ith  a un io n -b u s tin g  
cam paign b y  the h o sp ita l’s board 
o f trustees —  composed o f w e a lth y  
businessmen and p ro m in e n t l ib ­
e ra l p o lit ic ia n s  in c lu d in g  B ro o k ­
ly n  B oro  p res ident Abe S ta rk  — 
the  local has appealed to o ther 
un ions and to  you th  active  in  c iv i l-  
r ig h ts  and s tudent m ovem ents, to 
he lp m an its  p icke t lines.

The w o rke rs  in vo lve d  are 
maids, orderlies, porte rs, nurses 
aides, d ie ta ry  and la u n d ry  w o rk ­
ers. A lm o s t a ll are Negroes and 
P ue rto  R icans whose average wage 
is abou t $50 a week, w ith  m any 
ta k in g  hom e less than  $40. They 
have no se n io r ity  o r o the r jo b  
rig h ts , and as ho sp ita l w o rke rs  are 
excluded fro m  coverage b y  unem ­
p loym e n t insurance and fede ra l 
m in im u m -w a g e  and la b o r-re la ­
tions laws.

A f te r  m ore than  s ix  m onths of 
fu t i le  a ttem pts to  get the  trustees 
to  negotiate, the  un ion  s tru ck  M ay 
23 and set u p  m il ita n t  p icke t lines. 
The hosp ita l h ire d  pro fessional 
s trikeb rea ke rs  and had the  b u ild ­
in g  surrounded b y  police.

On M ay  28, fo llo w in g  the arrest 
o f a nu m be r o f p ickets, Theodore 
Shapiro, one o f the  h o sp ita l’s m ost 
p ro m in e n t benefactors, resigned 
fro m  the board  o f trustees in  p ro ­
test against the re fusa l to  recog­
nize the  un ion. He said: “ The u n ­
precedented s igh t o f po lice —  on 
foot and m ounted, u n ifo rm e d  and 
p la inc lo thes —  w ho  su rround  the 
hosp ita l m ake i t  appear m ore lik e  
a prison  in  re v o lt than  an in s ti­
tu t io n  fo r  the  sick. The expend i­
tu re  o f thousands o f do lla rs  fo r  
the h ir in g  o f s trikeb reake rs  and 
p r iv a te  detectives and fo r  feed ing 
them  in  the  ho sp ita l v io la tes  m y  
conscience.”

O n M ay  29, the  pres ident o f the 
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s im ila r  “ Peeping T om ”  charge. 
B a d ly  wounded in  the  hips, Poston 
is in  the  coun ty  ja i l  w ith  his b a il 
set a t $5,000. P rice  was no t ja ile d .

There  is w idespread d isbe lie f 
o f the “ P eeping T om ”  stories in  
the Negro co m m u n ity  o f M onroe. 
Suspicions are voiced th a t the 
coincidence could re s u lt fro m  p re ­
v ious agreem ent and b rie fin g s  in 
rac is t c irc les th a t n ig h t- t im e  
shooting o f Negroes cou ld be ju s t i­
fied  w ith  such stories.

The Negro co m m u n ity ’s suspi­
cions can be w e ll understood in  
lig h t  o f M onroe ’s record on ra c ia l 
m atters.

T h is  is the c ity  w here  in  1958 
tw o  Negro boys, aged e igh t and 
nine, were th ro w n  in  the county 
ja i l  “ fo r  th e ir  ow n p ro te c tio n ”  
and then sent to  re fo rm  school 
because one o f them  had been 
kissed by a seven-year-o ld  w h ite  
g ir l.

I t  is the c ity  w here  R obert F. 
W illia m s , the m il ita n t  leader o f 
the  U n ion  C oun ty  branch  o f the 
N a tiona l Associa tion fo r  the  A d ­
vancem ent o f Co lored People, 
fo u g h t in  v a in  to  get ju s tice  in  
the  courts  fo r  Negroes assaulted 
and beaten by w h ites. These e f­
fo rts  p lus  h is a ttem pts  to  desegre­
gate lunch  counters, recrea tion  
fa c ilit ie s  and schools, b ro ug h t a 
steady f lo w  o f K K K  th rea ts  to 
W illia m s  and his fa m ily . Three a t­
tem pts w ere made on his life .

On Aug. 27 thousands o f racists 
w ere encouraged by  M onroe ’s po­
lice  to  r io t  against loca l Negroes 
and Freedom  R iders engaged in  
an ti-seg rega tion  p icke tin g . F rom  
the ensuing disorders was con­
cocted a fra m e d -u p  k id n a p  charge 
against W illia m s  and fo u r  others. 
W illia m s  f le d  w ith  h is fa m ily  to 
sa fe ty in  Cuba; another de­
fendant, M rs. M ae M a llo ry , is 
f ig h t in g  e x tra d it io n  fro m  O hio ; 
and th ree  young men, R ichard  
C row der, John  L o w ry  and H a ro ld  
Reape face t r ia l  in  A ugust.

Floor of the New  Y ork  Stock Exchange on Tuesday, M ay 29, when 14.7 m illion  shares were 
traded, the busiest day since 1929. I t  was a day of ra lly  as big investors bought at low  prices re ­
sulting from  the crash the day before. By end of week prices were at pre-crash levels, but took 
another dive, Monday, June 4. The stock m arket’s w ild  gyrations are symptomatic of serious trou ­
ble in the U.S. economy despite the huge w ar-preparations expenditures.

A Paraguay Exile Speaks
By Carol Weston

BUEN O S A IR E S , A rge n tin a  —  
The fo llo w in g  is the  te x t o f an in ­
te rv ie w  w ith  a s tudent in  ex ile  
fro m  Paraguay.

Q. W hy are so many Para­
guayans liv ing in exile here in 
Argentina?

A. T here  are various reasons, 
a l l lead ing  back to  the same cause. 
F irs t  o f a l l the  persecutions, o u t­
rages, ja ilin g s , lack  o f gua ran ty  
o f hum an righ ts . Second, hunger, 
la ck  o f w o rk , m edical a tten tion , 
hospita ls. T h ird , the y  see a so lu­
t io n  fo r  these problem s b y  going 
to A rgen tina .

A t  the  m om ent in  A rg e n tin a  
there are a p p ro x im a te ly  500,000 
Paraguayans o f va rious p o lit ic a l 
outlooks. M em bers o f the C o lorado 
P a rty , w h ic h  is the  o f f ic ia l gove rn ­
m ent p a rty , have also been p e r­
secuted and forced to  leave the 
coun try .

The m a jo r ity  o f the ex iles are 
peasants and w o rke rs  and the re  
is a b ig  percentage o f students.

L ike w ise  in  A rge n tin a , a t pres­
ent, the y  are persecuting P ara ­
guayans. The A rge n tin e  po lice  are 
ja il in g  and to r tu r in g  them  under 
p re te x t o f f ig h t in g  com m unism . A  
concrete exam ple is a case in  
w h ich  a m em ber o f the re v o lu ­
tio n a ry  m ovem ent was h e ld  e igh t 
m onths in  ja i l  and they  are t ry in g

U. S. 'Aid' Merely Fastened 
A Dictatorship on Thailand

By Peter A llan

M ost A m ericans kno w  l i t t le  
about T ha ila nd , the  Southeast 
A s ian  coun try , except th a t P res i­
dent K ennedy re ce n tly  sent 5,000 
U.S. M arines  the re  and ca lls  i t  
a bastion o f the “ free  w o r ld .”  

B efo re  K ennedy sent the M a ­
rines, the  conserva tive  C h ris tia n  
Science M o n ito r  ( A p r i l  20) w ro te : 
“ In  the e f fo r t  to  b u ild  strong 
a n ti-C o m m u n is t regim es the 
U n ite d  States has supported u n ­
po pu la r reg im es w h ic h  become 
s tead ily  m ore d ic ta to r ia l and 
w h ich  use A m erican  arm s to  p u t 
dow n le g itim a te  p o lit ic a l opposi­
t io n  . . . The p a tte rn  is il lu s tra te d  
by  the  case o f T ha ila n d .”

T he  same paper on A p r i l  14, 20 
and 27 c a rrie d  sections o f an ad­
dress to the  Association fo r  Asian 
Stud ies by a lo n g -tim e  res ident of 
T ha ila nd , F ra n k  C. D a r lin g  o f the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f C o lorado’s p o lit ic a l 
science departm ent.

“ Since 1951,”  he said, “ the to ta l 
cost o f the  A m e rica n  m il i ta ry  a id  
p ro g ra m  in  T h a ila n d  has been 
a p p ro x im a te ly  $500,000,000 w h ich  
is about e igh t tim es the  am ount 
o f A m e rica n  a id  devoted to  eco­
nom ic, techn ica l and educa tiona l 
assistance .  .  . In  15 years,”  he

con tinued , the T h a i m ilita r is ts  
“ have converted  the w eak b u t 
p ro m is in g  dem ocra tic  system they 
seized in  1947 in to  one o f the  most 
m o n o lith ic  and m il ita n t  po lice  
states in  the  non-W estem  w o rld .”  

“ . . . S ince 1947 the do m in an t 
A m erican  in fluence  on p o litic s  in  
T ha ila nd  has been the co n tinu a l 
s treng then ing  o f the  p o lit ic a l posi­
t io n  o f the  T h a i m ilita r is ts  w ho 
have con tro lled  the  governm ent 
since the fo rc ib le  o ve rth ro w  o f 
the  lib e ra l reg im e . . . A f te r  an 
in it ia l re luc tance to deal w ith  
M a rsh a l P h ibu n  Songkhram , the 
U.S. governm ent a c tive ly  sought 
the  cooperation o f the  fo rm e r p ro - 
ax is  d ic ta to r as the strugg le  against 
com m unism  was extended to 
Southeast A sia  . . . A m ericans 
th e re a fte r had l i t t le  in te res t in  as­
s is ting  the  evo lu tio n  o f con s titu ­
tio n a l dem ocracy in  T ha ila n d  and 
became p r im a r ily  concerned w ith  
the task o f co n ve rtin g  the cou n try  
in to  a ‘bastion o f freedom ’ . . .”  

T w o  m ile -posts  m a rk  the T h a i 
m ilita r is ts ’ rise  to  absolute power. 
F irs t, in  1951, w hen the  U.S. es­
tab lished a huge m ilita r iz a tio n  
program , the  a rm y  and po lice 
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to  condem n h im  to th ree  years 
im p risonm en t. The Paraguayan 
governm ent is t ry in g  to b lock  peo­
p le  fro m  le av in g  the c o u n try  now  
b y  im pos ing  h igh  fees fo r  docu­
m ents and c rea ting  o the r obstacles.

Q. W hat is the current situation 
in Paraguay?

A. G reat la tifu n d ia  are in  the 
hands o f people in  governm ent 
c irc les; a g r ic u ltu ra l p ro du c tion  has 
sem ifeuda l characteris tics. Ind us ­
t r y  is p ra c tic a lly  nonex is ten t; some 
o f the fe w  p lan ts w e do have are 
shu t down, others are re a lly  o n ly  
c ra ft  shops. The wage w o rk e r is 
scarcely able to  cover 50 per cent 
o f h is necessities. The peasant has 
no land. T he  few  peasants, w ho 
do have land, can’t  w o rk  i t  fo r 
la ck  o f m ach ine ry  and a fa ir  p rice  
fo r  the  product. T he  d iscon tent o f 
the people has been r is in g  and in  
some places land  has been occu­
pied. In  re p ly  the y  have been d is­
lodged by  force and in  some cases 
b y  fa lse prom ises to  g ive  them  
land  som ewhere else.

There  are places w here  the 
peasants are o rgan iz ing  g u e rr illa  
f igh te rs . T hey  appear in  v illages, 
ta lk  w ith  the people and van ish 
in to  the  woods. A m ong the places 
w here  th is  has occurred are I ta ­
cu ru is i de l Rosario, G enera l A q u i­
no, B a rre ro  G rande and o ther 
sm a lle r places.

Q. H ow  do they get arms?
A. In  va rious  ways. T hey  seize 

them  fro m  the a rm y  its e lf  and 
they get sm a ll arm s lik e  revo lvers, 
shotguns and machetes in  o ther 
ways.

Q. W hat has “President” Stroess­
ner done to repress them?

A. H e u tilizes  the  a id  o f U.S. 
technic ians, U.S. arm s and U.S. 
m oney. Some Paraguayan o ffice rs  
rece ive tra in in g  in  the  U n ited  
States and in  U.S. bases in  the 
C aribbean —  Panama, P uerto  R i­
co, Costa R ica and o ther places. 
The techn ica l m ission o f the U.S. 
a rm y  in  Paraguay aids the P ara­
guayan a rm y.

The m ethods w h ich  they use 
are based on te rro r, mass bu tche ry  
on m ere suspicion. In  a place 
named Fassardi the y  k il le d  30 
peasants th is  w ay on suspicion 
th a t they  w ere  h e lp ing  the gu e r­
r i l la  figh te rs .

G u e rr illa  fig h te rs  w ho are taken 
p risoner are savagely to rtu re d ; 
the y  cu t ou t th e ir  tongues, punc­
tu re  th e ir  eyeballs, c u t o f f  th e ir  
ears. T hree  wom en g u e rr il la  f ig h t ­
ers, Juana Pera lta , J u lia  S a la linda 
and B lanca P eruchino, w ere  taken 
p rison e r and a fte r  be ing m a ltre a t­
ed w ere k il le d  on o rd e r o f P res i­
dent S troessner h im se lf.

Despite th is  persecution the 
strugg le  is in te n s ify in g  and the 
governm ent fin d s  its e lf  incapable 
o f f in is h in g  i t  o ff.

Q. Are these facts known in the 
(Continued on Page 3)

Trillion Dollars 
Fails to Steady 
U.S. Economy

B y  A rt Preis
N E W  Y O R K , June 4 —  “ The 

econom y is ris ing , unem p loym ent 
is down, the prospects in  th is  
m onth  are good —  I  th in k  th a t 
the stock m a rke t w i l l  fo llo w  the  
econom y.”

P resident K ennedy made th is  
s ta tem ent at his press conference 
on W ednesday, M ay  23. F ive  days 
la te r, on M a y  28, stock prices 
p lum m eted  fo r  the biggest s ing le  
da y ’s loss —  $20.8 b il l io n  —  in  
s to ck -m a rke t h is to ry . T h is  c l i­
m axed a s ix -m o n th s ’ decline in  
the D ow  Jones in d u s tr ia l stocks 
in de x  fro m  734 last Dec. 13 to 576 
a t the close o f the N ew  Y o rk  
S tock Exchange a w eek ago today. 
The loss in  stock values since last 
Decem ber to ta led  m ore  than  $100 
b illio n .

D id  the m a rk e t fo llo w  the  econ­
omy? I f  so, K ennedy m ust have 
been m isrepresen ting  the s itu a tio n  
w hen he said the econom y “ is 
r is in g .”  I f  not, then  K ennedy 
showed an ap p a llin g  lack o f 
know ledge and ju d g m e n t about 
the in fluences o f the  econom y on 
the  trend  o f the stock m arke t.

The fa c t is tha t, fo r  p o lit ic a l 
reasons, he d id  no t dare  forecast 
an y th in g  b u t “ fa ir  and w a n n e r”  
econom ic weather. In  th is , he and 
his advisers w ere  ab le to  p o in t to 
ce rta in  econom ic da ta  w h ich , on 
a lim ite d  m o n th -to -m o n th  o r even 
a y e a r-to -y e a r basis, seem to o ffe r 
favo ra b le  signs.

U nem p loym en t receded “ ju s t  a 
shade”  m ore than  no rm a l fo r  the  
m on th  to m id -M a y , accord ing  to 
the  L a b o r D epartm ent, dow n to  5.4 
per cent o f the to ta l la b o r force 
fo r  the f i r s t  tim e  since J u ly  1960, 
fro m  a 7 per cent peak the  p re v i­
ous M ay. The gross n a tio n a l p ro ­
duct, the to ta l o f a l l transactions 
fo r  goods and services, last w eek 
was ru n n in g  a t an annua l ra te  o f 
$550 b illio n  com pared to $500 b i l ­
lio n  w hen K ennedy took o ffice . 
Dom estic ca r p ro du c tion  en joyed 
its  h ighest M ay o u tp u t since 1955.

T here  is fa r  fro m  u n a n im ity , 
(Continued on Page 2)

NALC Endorsed 
By Retail Union

The recent conven tion  in  M ia m i 
o f the R e ta il, W holesale and D e­
pa rtm e n t S tore U n ion  passed a 
reso lu tion  o f f ic ia l ly  endorsing the  
Negro A m e rica n  L a b o r C ouncil. 
T h is  is the f i r s t  in te rn a tio n a l 
un io n  in  the A F L -C IO  to  take 
such action. F ro m  P res iden t 
M eany to  R euther, m ost top  A F L -  
C IO  leaders have expressed op­
po s ition  to  the  N A L C  rang ing  
fro m  open h o s t ility  to  dem onstra­
t iv e  coolness.

The MILITANT
Published in the Interests of the Working People
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... Trillion Fails to Steady U.S. Economy O ur Editor on Tour

Journey's End - Spoke at 31 Colleges
(Continued from Page 1)

how ever, about either the accuracy 
or significance of the selected s ta ­
tistics K ennedy’s economic ad­
visers have chosen to em phasize 
and publicize. Back on M arch 27, 
Secretary  of Commerce L uther H. 
Hodges told a new s conference 
th a t K ennedy’s budget estim ate of 
a $570 billion gross national p ro­
duct for 1962 would have to be 
revised  dow nw ard. I t is now 
running  a t a rate  $20 billion less. 
W hile the official unem ploym ent 
figures a re  given as slightly under 
four million, not only are these 
figures probably underestim ated, 
as I showed in  m y article last 
week, bu t this month will see an 
additional 1,500,000 new  job- 
seekers w hen the  school term  
ends. This m orning’s W all S treet 
Journal reported:

“Steel production declines since 
late M arch have generated w ide­
spread layoffs and sho rt w ork 
weeks a t the nation’s steel plants 
and m ore job cutbacks are  in 
prospect. Steel operations are 
runn ing  a t 55 per cent of capa­
city .  .  . A U nited S teelw orkers’ 
estim ate pu ts industry  em ploy­
m ent curren tly  a t 415,000, down 
from  about 455,000 in M arch and 
April. If ou tput falls to around 
50 per cent, as m any steel men 
expect, the w ork force would be 
trim m ed to  between 365,000 and 
375,000, according to  union 
sources.”

A  careful reading of m ore than 
the headlines indicates th a t much 
of the statistical “good cheer” 
poured out by the K ennedy ad-

As we go to press, the national 
fund stands a t only 66 per cent — 
bu t look w here The G eneral is! 
R ight on top of the list!

I t happened like this: Y ester­
day there w ere th ree le tte rs in the 
general mail. One from  our friend 
in the Deep South w ith  $10 col­
lected in  his door-to-door cam ­
paign to  m ake certain  th a t The 
M ilitant is known in his town; the 
second from  E.K. of Detroit, 
Mich.

Weekly Calendar
D E T R O IT

T h e  M o s c o w -P e k in g  D e b a t e .  Speak er.  
F ra n k  L o v e ll .  Fri., J u n e  2 2 , 8 p.m. Debs 
Hall,  3 7 3 7  W o o d w a r d .  Friday N ig h t  S o ­
c ia l is t  Forum.

•
N E W A R K

L A T I N  A M E R I C A :  A  C o n t in e n t  in  
F e r m e n t .  Sp eaker, R ic h a rd  G ib s o n ,  A c t ­
ing Executive S e cre ta ry ,  Fair Play for 
C u b a  C o m m i t t e e .  S a t . , J u n e  16, 8:30 
p.m. L and G  B!dg. , 1 08  C l in t o n  A v e .  
C o n tr ib .  $1 (s tu dents 5 0c) . A usp . N e w ­
ark C h a p t e r ,  Fair Play for C u b a  C o m ­
mittee.

•
N E W  Y O R K

E R N E S T  H E M I N G W A Y  a n d  H is  R e ­
tu r n  t o  C u b a .  A n  ap p raisa l  b y  D r . A n ­
n e t t e  T . R u b in s te in , lectu re r and literary 
c r i t ic .  Mon., J u n e  11 , 8:30 p.m. A d e lp h i  
H a l l ,  74 Fifth A v e .  C o n tr ib .  $1 (students  
5 0 c ) .  A u sp .  Fair Play for  C u b a  C o m ­
mittee.

*  *  *

O P E R A T IO N  C O R R E C T I O N .  —  A
specia l  show ing o f   th e  film  which re­
fute s  the  lies in O p e r a t i o n  A b o l i t io n ,  
th e  H ou se  U n-A m eric an  A ctiv i t ies  C o m ­
m it tee 's  d o c t o r e d  version o f  what h a p ­
p e n e d  during its v ig orously  o p p o s e d
hearings  in San Francisco  in I960. O n e  
showing,  Fri.,  J u n e  15, 8:30 p.m. 116
U n iv e r s ity  P la c e . C o n t r ib .  $1. Ausp. 
Mil itant Labor Forum.

•
M IL W A U K E E

T H E  C U B A N  R E V O L U T IO N .  First 
Mil waukee showing o f  C u b a n  films with 
English sound track, inc luding o n e  o f
th e  A pri l  invasion. Plus a report on re­
c e n t  e c on o m ic  and poli tical d e v e l o p ­
ments in C u b a  by  Edward H e is le r ,  Mil­
waukee Y o u n g  So cia list  A l l ia n c e  o r g a n ­
izer. Discussion, re freshments.  Sun., J u n e  
17, 8 p.m. S t a c y  Hall, 150  E. J u n e a u .  
C o n tr ib .  50c. S u n d a y  N ig h t  Socialist 
Lyceum.

m inistration  is w atered  — and 
m aybe even a bit adulterated  in 
o ther ways. Economic com m enta­
tors and analysts of every political 
hue — except for the adm inistra­
tion’s own hired hands — have 
been taking pot shots a t various 
aspects of K ennedy’s rose-colored 
data. B ut they are in alm ost 
unanim ous agreem ent th a t we do 
not face “ano ther 1929.” Conser­
vative and liberal, Republican and 
Democratic, new spapers vehe­
m ently insist in unison, in the 
words of the u ltra-conservative 
New Y ork W orld-Telegram  of 
May 29, th a t “com parisons w ith 
1929 are com pletely u n w arran t­
ed” and th a t “the federal govern­
m en t stands ready to intervene, 
by m ajor spending if necessary, to 
prevent any big crash .” Identical 
sentim ents have been voiced by 
the New  Y ork Tim es, the  New  
Y o rk  Herald Tribune  and the New  
Y ork Post.

I t is tru e  th a t w e do not face 
“ another 1929.” B ut not for the 
reasons given by the capitalist 
press. I t is because th e  United 
S tates has never really  recovered, 
in a healthy  and “norm al” eco­
nomic sense, from  the 1929 crash.

The Roosevelt adm inistration, 
from 1933 to 1940, sought to 
resolve the g reat depression of the 
1930’s precisely through “m ajor 
spending.” Physical volum e of in ­
dustria l production — a fa r m ore 
tru stw orthy  m easure of economic 
health  than  the m ore recently 
em phasized “gross national p ro­
duct” — had fallen from  110 
points on the Federal Reserve

The th ird  le tte r w as from  a 
close friend, form erly from  
Bloomington, Ind., now in In ­
dianapolis “w orking in civil rights 
. . . The corn belt is still not on 
fire, bu t we are searching and 
attem pting to help build sparks!” 
A check fell out of the le tte r and 
I looked a t it quickly — then I 
looked again. I t was for $200!

So The G eneral w ent over the 
top in one fell swoop!

B ut in addition to  the th ree 
contributions m entioned above we 
also received money and letters 
from  the following: Miss K.M.G., 
Glen Falls, N.Y.; L.L., Long
Beach, Calif.; J.E.G., E. Lansing, 
Mich.; A.A.M., W illm ar, Minn., 
H.W., Outlook, Mont. and H.M. of 
New York City who sent in a sec­
ond $10 “to celebrate the victory 
of W illiam Price and others in be­
half of freedom  of the press.”

So now there are four 100 p e r­
centers, M ilitant supporters in 
P ittsburgh, D etro it and San F ra n ­
cisco have paid up in full. B erke­
ley-O akland is also righ t up there 
on schedule and expects to go 
over the top by about 20 per 
cent! This morning, afte r the 
scoreboard had gone to press, 
D enver sent in a paym ent which 
will show th a t they are at 80 
per cent. Every city, w ith one ex­
ception, has assured us tha t they 
expect to be all paid up by the 
deadline, Ju n e  15. And that ex ­
ception, we are sure, will also 
come in w ith the ir full quota.

Increasing the size of The M il­
itan t is fa r too im portant a project 
to allow anything to stand in its 
way. Individual readers th rough­
out the country have proved with 
the ir contributions to “general” 
th a t they w ant and need more 
coverage, more tru th . Most of the 
cities listed on the scoreboard re ­
port th a t they too have had good 
response from  M ilitant readers in 
the ir cities — San Francisco, for 
instance, collected $154 from  13 
people — as contrasted to $36 
from  three people during the 
fund cam paign last w inter!

Send your contribution to 116 
U niversity Place, New York 3, 
New York.

See scoreboard on page 3.

Board index in 1929 to 58 points 
in 1932. By increasing federal 
spending from  $4.6 billion in 1932 
to $9-7 billion in 1935 and by in ­
flating the governm ent debt from 
$36 billion to $50 billion in the 
same brief period, Roosevelt was 
able to jack up industrial produc­
tion to 87 points in 1935; 103 in 
1936; and 113 in A ugust 1937 — 
higher than in 1929.

Then, w ithin th ree m onths, the 
industria l index dropped 27 per 
cent. In fact, this Roosevelt de­
pression was the most precipitous 
ever known — the decline was 
th ree  tim es as g reat as the drop 
during the firs t five m onths afte r 
the Oct. 1929 stock-m arket crash. 
M oreover, unem ploym ent never 
fell below eight million during the 
en tire  “New Deal.” In 1940, a year 
afte r the w ar s ta rted  in Europe, 
the CIO reported m ore than ten 
m illion unem ployed, w hile the 
m ore conservative AFL estim ated 
the jobless a t over nine million.

Military Spending
M ilitary spending, w hich raised 

annual federal expenditures ten 
tim es — from  $9,062,000,000 in 
1940 to $98,416,000,000 in 1945 — 
pulled industrial production from  
109 points in 1939 to a peak of 
239 in 1943, although civilian con­
sum er goods production was re ­
duced to the lowest point in the 
T w entieth Century. The federal 
debt w as sim ultaneously increased 
from  $61.3 billion in 1940 to  $266.4 
billion in 1945.

F rom  the 1943 high of 239 
points, the industrial production 
index fell in 1946, afte r the w ar, 
to  170 — although federal expen­
d itures in th a t year w ere still 
$60.4 billion, or alm ost seven 
tim es greater than in 1940. When 
the T rum an adm inistration  tried  
to operate the governm ent w ithout 
a deficit, by reducing the federal 
budget to below $40 billion an ­
nually, the industria l production 
index, which had been notched 
up from 170 points in 1946 to 192 
in 1948, slipped back to 176 in 
1949. U nem ploym ent rose in Feb. 
1950 to more than  4,800,000, a 
ra te  of 7.8 per cent of the  civilian 
labor force and the h ighest rate  
since Dec. 7, 1941, the date of 
U.S. en try  into W orld W ar II.

T rum an’s m ilitary  intervention 
in the K orean civil w ar in June  
1950 once m ore sent m ilita ry  ex ­
penditure soaring. This reversed 
the dow nw ard economic trend, in 
the same way Roosevelt had done 
in W orld W ar II. Industrial pro­
duction rose from  170 points in 
1949 to 235 by 1953, the year the 
K orean W ar ended.

The reduction of the $74.2 b il­
lion peak w artim e spending in 
1953 to $67.7 billion in 1954 was 
accom panied by a “recession” th a t 
sam e year. Thereafter, the Eisen­
how er adm inistra tion’s expendi­
tu res never fell below the low of 
$64.5 billion in 1955, stepped up to 
a high of $80.7 billion in  1959, or 
m ore than  double the annual av e r­
age peacetim e federal spending in 
1947-1950 under Trum an. The 
average annual m ilitary  spending 
in the years 1954 through 1960 
— in peacetim e — was nearly  $43 
billion, m ore than  trip le the sum 
in the previous non-w ar period. 
N evertheless, by 1958 another “re ­
cession” set in.

K ennedy has upped the budget 
in fiscal 1962 to nearly  $93 bil­
lion, including $52 billion in m il­
itary  expenditures. The promised 
surplus in his original budget has 
already tu rned  to an $8 billion 
deficit before the 1962 fiscal year 
ends on Ju n e  30. K ennedy is even 
now begging Congress for a tem ­
porary  $8 billion increase in the 
debt lim it as the federal debt 
surges tow ard the $300 billion 
m ark and the governm ent is 
strapped to pay its cu rren t bills. It 
is a t this point th a t the stock 
m arket experiences its w orst sei­
zure since Oct. 1929.

I t would seem th a t afte r more 
than 1.000 billion (a trillion) dol­
lars of federal spending since the 
end of W orld W ar II, the ruling 
class of this country  has still not 
succeeded in stabilizing the cap­
italis t profit-system .

 BALTIMORE — W hile here on 
his coast-to-coast tour Joseph 
H ansen spoke a t two meetings, 
one a public lecture sponsored by 
the H istory Club of G oucher Col­
lege, the o ther a public m eeting 
under the auspices of the Young 
Socialist Alliance.

A t Goucher, an audience of ap­
proxim ately 150 students, m any of 
whom expected to hear a fire- 
breathing, w ild-eyed radical o ra­
tion, heard instead a cool and 
m ethodical p resentation  of docu­
m ented fact and inform ed opinion 
about the explosive situations in 
Latin  America.

A t the YSA m eeting several 
questioners w anted clarification on 
the presen t role of the Com m unist 
P arty  in Latin  America. T hree 
high school students inquired 
about T rotsky’s position com pared 
to S talin ’s, and how M arxist 
theory could be reconciled w ith 
the fact th a t the firs t proletarian  
revolutions occurred in agricul­
tu ral, sem ifeudal countries such 
as Russia, China and Cuba.

A fter a brief explanation of the 
differences betw een Trotsky and 
Stalin, Hansen recom m ended Isaac 
D eutscher’s biography of Trotsky 
as a good cu rren t reference. On 
the o ther question he indicated 
the m ain reasons for the course 
history  took and referred  the s tu ­
dents to T rotsky’s theory of the 
perm anent revolution for more 
m aterial.

The audience was favorably im ­
pressed by H ansen’s w ealth  of in ­
form ation on Latin-A m erican 
problems, and by the vivid account 
of the sights he w itnessed on his 
L atin-A m erican tour.

NEW YORK CITY — H ansen’s 
speaking tour ended here w ith 
m eetings a t H un ter College and 
City College of New York. This 
m ade a total of 31 campuses on 
which the editor of The M ilitant 
defended the Cuban Revolution 
and explained its im pact on the 
peoples of Latin  America.

A t H unter, H ansen debated Prof. 
Thom as B. Davis of the H istory 
D epartm ent. The debate, sponsored 
by the Young Democrats, was: 
“Resolved: T hat the C uban Rev­
olution points the way tow ard the 
fu tu re developm ent of Latin

...N.Y. Hospital
(Continued from Page 1)

local, Leon Davis, w as threatened 
w ith 30 days in jail for refusing 
to order the strikers back to w ork 
in com pliance w ith  an injunction 
obtained by the hospital. He w as 
picked up on the picket line the 
nex t day, and is still in jail.

On May 31 a leaflet w as d is­
tribu ted  a t several college and 
high school campuses in the area 
by the Youth Com m ittee for Ju s ­
tice for H ospital W orkers, head­
ed by Ken Shilm an, one of a 
group of Freedom  Riders who 
helped Local 1199 win a strike at 
the Flow er F ifth  Avenue Hospital 
in M anhattan last w inter.

The leaflet called for aid on the 
B eth-E l picket line saying: “S tu­
dents, young people of conscience, 
come to the picket line and see for 
yourselves . . . The low wages and 
poor conditions of hundreds of 
thousands of Negro and Puerto 
Rican w orkers in New York City 
is a well publicized scandal. This 
is our chance to do som ething con­
structive about it. Let it be known 
th a t police bru tality , official in ­
difference and cynicism will not 
defeat this fight for justice,”

Five youths w ere arrested  on 
the picket line Sunday, June 3, 
during a dem onstration by over 
500 sym pathizers of the strike. The 
nex t day, officials of the Retail, 
W holesale and D epartm ent Store 
Union — to which Local 1199 is 
affiliated — also appeared on the 
line. Contingents from the im por­
tan t D istrict 65 of the RWDSU 
are scheduled to join the picket­
ing.

A m erica.” H ansen based the case 
for the affirm ative on the actual 
course of events in L atin  America, 
explaining w hy they w ere tak ing  
this, and not a different, course 
such as gradual reform s.

Prof. Davis opened the negative 
side w ith the statem ent: “Com­
m unist Cuba is a failu re .” H e in ­
sisted th a t social reform  has been 
and will continue to be accom­
plished in L atin  A m erica w ithout 
“M arxian ideology.”

The audience of 50 students was 
highly am used by the offhand way 
in which Prof. Davis conceded 
nearly  every  point on which he 
was challenged by Hansen.

Utahan to a Texan
For instance, Davis, who made 

much of his Texas origin, said 
tha t in Cuba afte r the revolution 
they had killed the ir cattle and 
eaten them  up, including prize 
breeding stock.

“ In cases of d ire necessity they 
m ight ea t some of th e ir  cattle,” 
Hansen responded, “b u t as a 
U tahan to a Texan, you know  very 
well th a t no cowhand is going to 
ea t his breeding stock. This is ju st 
as tru e  of Cuban cow hands as any 
others.” H ansen rounded out this 
point w ith statistics on how m any 
cattle  Cuba has and how they  are 
try ing to build  up the ir cattle in ­
dustry.

On another point, Davis claimed 
th a t “m ilk deliveries have broken 
down in H avana.”

This, the ed ito r of The M ilitant 
said, w as a good exam ple of how 
an A m erican tends to project his 
own way of life into other coun­
tries. How m any lands have a 
m ilk-delivery  system  like New 
Y ork’s? The fact is, H ansen con­
tended, th a t in Cuba before the 
revolution whole sectors of the 
population had never tasted  m ilk 
since they w ere infants. Hence 
there w as little  in the w ay of 
“m ilk deliveries” to break down.

The reasons for poverty in L atin  
A m erica and the role of im perial­
ism came up. H ansen said th a t 
Prof. Davis as a Texan probably 
was aw are th a t one of the ex ­
p lanations the M exicans give for 
the ir poverty is th a t the U nited 
S tates stole some of the best parts 
of the ir country, including Texas; 
and th a t when an A m erican says 
Mexico should follow the U.S. ex ­
am ple to win prosperity, a M exi­
can may likely respond, “Should 
we begin by taking back Texas?” 
To be honest, an American should 
at least agree th a t these te rrito ries 
should not have been seized.

“But then I would have been a 
M exican,” the professor said.

“W hy not?” replied Hansen.
The laughter over th is ex ­

change ended in applause in w hich 
Davis joined when he realized the 
im plication of his rem ark.

Cuba Points the Way
By the end of the debate the 

audience was about 75 per cent in 
agreem ent w ith Hansen, the o ther 
students rem aining silent. The v e r­
dict was clearly a hands-dow n 
victory for the view th a t Cuba 
points the way.

A t CCNY the professor sched­
uled to debate H ansen — A lfred 
Cave — w as unable to keep the 
date due to illness. The Eugene V. 
Debs Club, w hich sponsored the 
CCNY meeting, therefore hopes to 
organize a sim ilar type m eeting in 
the future. B ut The M ilitant ed­
ito r’s speaking engagem ent w as 
not canceled because his opponent 
could not appear. Hansen filled in 
the ex tra  tim e by extending his 
observations on w hat is occurring 
in Latin  America.

W hile the audience was in its 
m ajority  friendly to H ansen’s point 
of view, one student took sharp  
issue. “You don’t  really  th ink  the 
U.S. governm ent tried  to over­
throw  C astro?” he asked. W hen 
the laughter had subsided, a very  
fru itfu l discussion took place on 
the developm ent of the Cuban 
Revolution and w here it stands 
today.

Four Break Through 100% Barrier
By Marvel Scholl

Fund Drive Director

8-Page Militant Fund
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The Djilas Case
M ilovan  D jilas , a fo rm e r  le a d e r  of th e  Y ugoslav  C o m m u n ist 

P a r ty , w as  sen ten ced  in  B e lg ra d e  M ay 14 to  n in e  y e a rs  in  p riso n
—  fiv e  y e a rs  fo r  th e  “c r im e ” of p u b lish in g  a book of m em oirs, 
e n t it le d  C o n versa tio n s W ith  S ta lin , an d  th e  b a lan ce  fo r v io la tin g  
p a ro le  on a 1957 se n te n c e  fo r p u b lish in g  h is  book, T h e  N e w  Class.

O n O ct. 14, 1957, w e p r in te d  an  ed ito r ia l co n d em n in g  th e  
im p riso n m e n t of D jila s  a t  th e  sam e tim e  th a t  w e p o in ted  o u t o u r 
d isa g re e m e n t w ith  h is  th eo ries .

U n fo r tu n a te ly , in s tea d  of su b je c tin g  D jila s ’ n ew ly  ad v an ced  
th e o ries , such as th o se  in  T h e  N e w  Class, to  re fu ta tio n  in  d eb a te , 
th e  T ito  re g im e  im p riso n ed  h im . T h is  n o t on ly  v io la te d  th e  p r in ­
cip les o f w o rk e rs ’ dem o cracy  b u t su rro u n d e d  a th e o re tic a lly  w eak , 
su p e rf ic ia l and , in  p laces, f a c tu a lly  in a c c u ra te  book  w ith  an  u n ­
m e rite d  a u ra  —  th e  a u ra  of D jila s ’ p e rso n a l cou rage  in s ta n d in g  
u p  fo r  h is  v iew s an d  th e  r ig h t  to  f re e  d iscussion.

Y ugoslav ia , w h ich  h as  p r id e d  its e lf  on se ttin g  ex a m p le s  in a 
n u m b e r  of f ie ld s  fo r th e  o th e r  w o rk e rs ’ s ta te s , cou ld  h a v e  se t 
an  im p o r ta n t e x a m p le  in  th e  D jila s  a ffa ir . I t  cou ld  h a v e  p o in ted  
th e  w a y  b ac k  to  th e  w o rk e rs ’ dem o cracy  of th e  S o v ie t U n ion  in 
th e  d ay s  of L en in  an d  T ro tsk y  by  n o t on ly  p e rm ittin g  p u b lic a tio n  
of D jila s ’ books b u t  by  en c o u rag in g  th e  w id es t a n d  f re e s t d isc u s­
sion a n d  po lem ics  a b o u t th em .

In s tea d , th e  T ito  reg im e, b y  ja ilin g  D jila s  aga in , is p e r p e tu a t­
in g  th e  od ious m e th o d s  of S ta lin  an d  ap in g  th e  th o u g h t-c o n tro l 
e ffo rts  of th e  U .S . w itc h  h u n te rs .

... Interview with Paraguay Exile

N.Y. Demonstrators Demand 
$1.50 Hourly Minimum Wage

By Lillian Kiezel

(Continued from Page 1) 
rest of Latin America and the 
world in general?

A. They are  very little  known 
because the S troessner governm ent 
blocks discussion of this news 
through to tal censorship of the 
press. He w ants to m ake it look 
like P araguay  is a country of 
tranquility .

In accordance w ith this, Adlai 
Stevenson came to P araguay  to 
press the policy of the U.S. De­
partm en t of S tate  which consists 
in creating conditions for the ap ­
plication of the Alliance for P rog­
ress plan. He ordered the puppet 
S troessner governm ent to call 
“elections.”

Stevenson also talked w ith con­
ciliatory leaders of the “opposi­
tion” and promised them  guaran ­
tees on the p a rt of th e  U.S. gov­
ernm ent if they would participate 
in the elections. This was one of 
the  m any m aneuvers which the 
U.S. governm ent and the P a ra ­
guayan governm ent have resorted 
to in o rder to contain the  dem o­
cratic revolution in  Paraguay.

Q. What did the Paraguayan 
government do in regard to the 
elections?

A. At presen t P araguay is ruled 
under a “sta te  of siege.” T here is

no freedom  of assembly or ex ­
pression. O ne-fourth  of the popula­
tion is abroad. There are  prisoners 
held in concentration cam ps or 
deported. The conciliatory leaders 
of the  “opposition” (Partido  L i­
beral, P artido  Febrerista , P artido  
Demócra ta  Cristiano) have sent a 
petition begging the governm ent to 
give guarantees for the elections, 
including lifting the sta te  of siege, 
general am nesty, freedom  for the 
prisoners, freedom  of assem bly and 
organization.

D ictator S troessner has refused 
to  g ran t these freedoms, claim ing 
th a t th is is no obstacle to elec­
tions and alleging th a t such m eas­
ures are  aimed a t suppressing 
to ta litarian  subversives. In addi­
tion fresh im prisonm ents occurred. 
S troessner is going to  presen t h im ­
self once again as the sole candi­
date for the presidency. During 
this whole period S troessner has 
been receiving aid from  the  U.S. 
governm ent and this is increasing.

This m aneuver, dictated and d i­
rected by the D epartm ent of S tate 
through Stevenson, is going to fail 
because the people will refuse to 
participate in th is farce. They will 
form  united com m ittees to struggle 
against the dictatorship. The P a ra ­
guayan people no longer believe 
in the prom ises of either the 
Yankees or the dictator.

Memorial Meeting 
For Daniel Roberts 
Held in New York

Daniel Roberts

NEW YORK — A m em orial 
m eeting w as held a t the M ilitant 
Labor Forum  hall here May 31 
for Daniel Roberts, a leader of 
the Socialist W orkers P a rty  and 
form er ed ito r of The M ilitant, who 
died of cancer May 24 a t the age 
of 44.

F arre ll Dobbs, SW P national 
secretary, chaired the meeting. 
Messages w ere read from  D an’s 
co-w orkers and com rades across 
the country and from  SWP 
branches which he had helped 
build. “From  the tim e he joined the 
p arty  in his young manhood he 
w as a fu ll tim e revolutionist who 
gave him self totally  to  the cause. 
The new er and younger m em bers 
will not find a better model of a 
socialist m ilitan t than  th a t rep re­
sented by the  life of Dan R oberts,” 
said a message from  Jam es P. 
Cannon, SWP national chairm an, 
and Rose K arsner.

M urry Weiss, editor of the In ­
ternational Socialist R eview , who 
had recruited  Dan to  the SWP in 
1941, spoke giving a w arm  p er­
sonal and political appreciation of 
his life.

... Thailand 'Aid'
(Continued from Page 1)

ousted the royalist-conservatives 
from  the Thai governm ent. The 
old 1932 constitution w as restored, 
“reducing the legislature to a 
rubber-stam p body . . . From  1952 
un til 1957 the facade of constitu­
tional governm ent was m aintained 
while the Thai m ilitarists elevated 
graft, corruption and nepotism  
w ithin the Thai political system 
to  unprecedented levels.”

“The second consolidating de­
velopm ent in  T hailand’s political 
system ,” continues Darling, “took 
place in October 1958 w hen M ar­
shal S arit T h an ara t took over di­
rec t control in the Thai govern­
m ent . . . He has im prisoned 
form er Assembly representatives, 
new spaper editors, w riters, labor 
leaders, teachers, students and 
businessm en . . . who are inevi­
tably  labeled as ‘Com m unists’ . . . 
An in terim  constitution was p ro­
m ulgated in 1959 . . . w hich p ro­
vides unlim ited pow ers to S arit 
and is sim ilar to the  Enabling Act 
passed by the Bundestag in 1933 
which m ade H itler the dictator of 
G erm any.”

D aring argues for supporting 
T hailand’s “liberal civilian lead­
ers” and raising living standards, 
o therw ise the country will become 
m ore “susceptible” to “Com munist 
subversion.” B ut his program  
would not fit in with W ashington’s 
cold-w ar plans or Wall S tree t’s 
dem ands for safety of investm ents.

The Thai dictatorship is a 
model of w hat K ennedy means 
w hen he talks about preserving 
"freedom ” in Laos and South 
Vietnam. A m erican soldiers are 
dying now in the la tte r country 
to  stop the people from  overthrow ­
ing th a t very  kind of “free-w orld” 
regim e. And K ennedy is poised to 
give the sam e order, to  U.S. troops 
in Thailand and Laos.

NEW YORK, June  5 — “Do you 
really  th ink  th a t $1.50 an hour 
is too m uch for Negro and Puerto  
Rican w orkers in New York C ity?” 
This and m any other slogans on 
placards w ere addressed to  Mayor 
Robert F. W agner and New Y ork’s 
City Council today by a picket 
line in City H all P ark . A bout 250 
people participated  in the p icket­
ing, organized by the Citizens 
Com m ittee for a $1.50 M inimum 
Hourly Wage in New Y ork City. 
The Citizens Com m ittee is headed 
by A. P hilip  Randolph. P residen t 
of the Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters.

P ickets dem onstrated from  noon 
to one o’clock to protest the  City 
Council’s fa ilu re  to pass the $1.50 
m inim um  hourly  w age bill which 
has been pigeonholed since Jan . 
9. M any of the pickets w ere low- 
paid w orkers, sacrificing the ir 
lunch hour in o rder to dem on­
strate. The p icket line also in ­
cluded represen tatives from  the 
National M aritim e Union, the Sea­
farers In ternational Union, the 
In ternational Union of E lectrical 
W orkers, National Association for 
the A dvancem ent of Colored Peo­
ple, Congress of Racial Equality, 
Negro A m erican L abor Council, 
Federation of Spanish Societies, 
Reform Dem ocratic Clubs and 
others.

Where’s the ILGWU?
Gus Sedares, the Citizens Com­

m ittee coordinator and organizer 
of the picket line, declared th a t 
there are “not enough unions sup­
porting th is effort although m any 
of them  are. If, for exam ple, we 
had the w holehearted support of 
the In ternational Ladies G arm ent 
W orkers Union this picket line 
would not have been necessary. 
We would have won by now.”

The ILGWU has refused to sup­
port the struggle for a m unicipal 
m inim um -w age law  even though 
15.5 per cent of its m em bers in 
New Y ork receive less than $1.50 
per hour. The Am algam ated 
C lothing W orkers has also de­
clined to support the effort de­
spite the fact th a t 77.1 per cent 
of its laundry  w orker m em bers 
are in th is low -paid bracket.

Sedares pointed out th a t the 
pickets w ere also protesting  a pos­
sible w atering-dow n of the m ini­
m um -w age proposal. He said th a t 
M ayor W agner’s Commission on

Students Fined for 
Free Speech Stand

DETROIT — Ten m em bers of a 
Michigan S tate U niversity  fra te r­
nity, D elta Sigma Phi, which p e r­
m itted Com m unist speaker Rob­
ert Thompson to use its back yard 
for a speech on May 23, have been 
fined a total of $500 by the f ra t­
ern ity ’s local alum ni control board.

As reported  in last w eek’s M ili­
tant, Thompson was barred  from  
speaking, afte r the U niversity 
president and adm inistration  had 
failed to pressure the Young So­
cialist Club, w hich had scheduled 
the meeting, into calling it off. In 
the in terests of upholding free 
speech and the students’ freedom 
of inquiry, the fra te rn ity  offered 
the use of its facilities for the 
meeting. A pproxim ately 1,000 a t­
tended the meeting.

In perm itting  Thompson to 
speak, the fra tern ity  w as disre­
garding an order by the alum ni to 
keep the Com munist speaker off 
D elta Sigma Phi property. For 
th is the fra te rn ity  president and 
nine m em bers of the chapter’s ex ­
ecutive board w ere fined $50 each, 
and the chapter president was 
asked to resign.

A cam pus drive is curren tly  un ­
derw ay to raise money to pay the 
fines. The money is being raised 
by the Young Socialist Club, spon­
sor of the Thompson speech. To 
date $63 has been collected.

City Economy will probably  re ­
commend to the  City Council a 
$1.25 m inim um  wage law  w hich 
fu rtherm ore would exclude from  
its coverage m any sections of the 
low er paid w orkers in  this city.

In  a sta tem ent to  th e  press, 
released at the  picket line, A. 
Ph ilip  Randolph expressed keen 
disappointm ent over the m ayor’s 
refusal to keep his cam paign 
prom ise of an “all-ou t a ttack  
against the sweatshop.” Randolph 
declared, “The exploited Negro 
and P uerto  Rican w orker w ill not 
w ait forever in silence for the 
small m easure of economic and 
social justice which the $1.50 m in­
im um  hourly wage law  w ould pro­
vide. The need is too u rgent for 
the interm inable and unnecessary 
delays to  be accepted w ithout 
protest.”

Franco Threatens 
But Strikes Persist

By Hedda Grant
Although reports of back-to- 

w ork m ovem ents in Spain in ­
creased this week, the re  w as no 
conclusive end to the strikes th a t 
have swept that country for over 
seven weeks. M ajor new spapers 
contradicted each o thers’ reports, 
indicating a far from  settled con­
dition.

On W ednesday, May 29, the 
New Y o rk  Tim es  reported  th a t 
the strikes w ere “all bu t ended,” 
with the A sturian  m iners re tu rn ­
ing in m ass and sym pathy strikers 
in other areas rapidly  tak ing  up  
their tools. B u t the N ew  Y o rk  
Herald Tribune  of the sam e date 
headlined a story of 18 Spanish 
w orkers arrested  as “strike  in ­
citers” and reported  a new  strike 
from  an unexpected quarter.

A gricultural w orkers in the 
south of Spain did not show up  
for w ork last w eek on the huge 
w ine-grow ing estates. C onstruc­
tion w orkers of the area also 
stayed aw ay from  the ir jobs, 
bringing the to tal num ber of 
strikers to over 6,000. The ru ra l 
workers, who own neither hom es 
nor land, have been increasingly 
enthusiastic over F idel C astro and 
the land reform  of the Cuban 
Revolution. S pain’s ru ra l security  
troops, the G uardia Civil, heavily  
patro l the area.

On June  3, G eneral Franco, w ho 
a w eek before called s trikers’ de­
m ands “dream s,” review ed a huge 
arm ed force and police parade in 
M adrid in celebration of his 
tw en ty -th ird  year in power. S ix­
teen thousand young troops filed 
past the  review ing stand showing 
off U .S.-made m odern w eapons 
w hile U .S.-donated je t planes flew  
overhead.

The Tim es  reporter described a 
cheering crowd, but the m an on the 
Tribune  rem arked  on the poor 
tu rnou t and noted loud w histles 
from  the onlookers particu larly  
when the hated arm ed police w en t 
past. In Europe, w histling is not 
a form  of applause b u t m ore close­
ly resem bles booing or the Bronx 
cheer.

Fund Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Percent
General $ 530 $ 549 103
Pittsburgh 20 20 100
Detroit 800 800 100
San Francisco 720 720 100
Berkeley-O akland 635 576 91
M ilwaukee 320 285 89
Connecticut 200 172 86
St. Louis 100 85 85
Boston 750 609 81
New York 5,700 4,544 80
Tw in Cities 1,500 1,065 71
N ew ark 190 132 69
Chicago 1,000 650 65
Allentown 155 92 59
Cleveland 600 340 57
San Diego 360 180 50
Seattle 600 255 43
Los Angeles 6,300 2,667 42
Philadelphia 320 127 40
Denver 200 70 35

Totals through Ju n e  6 $21,000 $13,938 66

Special Offer 
To New Readers

A four-month trial sub­
scription to The M ilitant for 
only 50 cents. Send this cou­
pon w ith payment to: The 
M i l i t a n t ,  116  University  
Place, New  York 3, N .Y .

Name ...............................................

Street ...............................................

City ................................Zone___

State .................................................
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An Unforgettable Horror Letters From Our Readers
T h e  T r ia n g l e  F ir e . B y  Leon Stein.

New York: Lippineott, 1962, 220
pp., $4.50.

F ifty -one years ago, on M arch 
25, 1911, New York children glee­
fu lly  followed the sound of sirens 
and the horse-draw n fire  trucks 
to  the Asch Building a t the corner 
of G reene S treet and W ashington 
Place, a block east of W ashington 
Square and a few  m inutes’ w alk 
from  w here The M ilitant’s office 
is today.

The top three floors of the ten - 
story  Asch Building w ere then 
occupied by the T riangle S h irt­
w aist Co., the largest en terprise 
of its  kind. The girls who operated 
the m achines had been preparing 
to leave fo r home a t 4:45. A ctual­
ly  the clock read  4:30 p.m.; the 
sw eatshop owners often se t the 
clock back so they could cheat 
m ore w ork from the ir employes.

Ju s t as some of the girls had 
begun to p u t on th e ir  coats, a fire 
suddenly broke out near a m achine 
on the eighth floor. Sam uel B ern­
stein, a forem an, began to beat out 
th e  flames. He calm ed the girls as 
best he could, told them  to take 
the elevator or go down the stairs. 
W hen, seconds later, he came back 
from  the hall, pulling a fire 
hose, the fire had reached such 
proportions th a t th e  women w ere 
hysterical, pushing and shoving to 
get out. The hose w ouldn’t  work. 
Flam es w ere blocking the s ta ir­
w ay and women rushed  to the 
windows. One of the doors leading 
to a fire  escape in the back was 
locked — the em ployers feared 
th a t em ployes m ight use the fire 
escape to sneak out m aterial. This 
was only one of innum erable vio­
lations of fire regulations in the 
sweatshop.

W ithin m inutes the fire  spread 
to  the n in th  and ten th  floors. F or­
tunate ly  the w orkers on the tenth 
floor w ere able to get onto the 
roof and from  there across to  an ­
other building.

B ut the girls on the eighth and 
n in th  floors w ere trapped. T heir 
only hope, for a few m inutes, was 
the elevator. The courageous ele­
vator boy took his car up to the 
eighth floor w here scream ing girls, 
flam es licking the ir backs, pushed 
into the car. B ut this ex it quickly 
becam e impossible. Several women 
jum ped down onto the top of the 
descending elevator. O thers leaped 
to grab  the steel cable. Many, 
leaping, fell to  the ir deaths. One 
g irl w as knocked unconscious by 
a falling body as she sa t on top 
of the elevator. W hen she awoke, 
the elevator w as ascending again 
into a solid ceiling of flam e, and 
she had to pound on the elevator 
roof to  m ake the operator descend.

T hat girl w as rescued, but 
bodies, falling down the shaft 
from  a great height, w recked the 
elevator.

M any girls by the w indows w ere

cut off by flames. F ire ladders 
could not then reach eight stories 
and the nets w ere not effective. 
As people in  the streets watched, 
petrified  w ith horror, girls jum ped 
to th e ir  deaths, th e ir  ha ir and 
clothing on fire. A t o ther windows, 
girls w ere preparing  to climb out 
onto the window ledges as the fire 
pressed closer.

A new spaper repo rte r w as able 
to w atch a young m an on the 
n in th  floor who was perform ing a 
ghastly act of chivalry, helping 
girls onto the ledge and then hold­
ing them  aw ay from  the building 
and dropping them  to the ir deaths. 
W hen his own girl friend came 
onto the ledge, he em braced and 
kissed her and they both jum ped 
together.

A nother girl climbed out, calm ­
ly sailed h er ha t down to the 
street. Then she em ptied her hand­
bag of w hat little  money she had 
and finally  jum ped. On the one 
fire escape from  the n in th  floor, 
girls w ere inching the ir w ay down, 
when it broke, plunging alm ost 
fifty  to the ir deaths.

W ithin half an hour the fire, 
now under control, had burned 
out the sh irtw aist factory and 
taken  the  lives of 146, mostly 
young men and women.

Relatives of these youngsters 
and unionized garm ent w orkers 
w ere understandably  enraged 
w hen the tw o ow ners of the fac­
tory  came to trial. The new spapers 
had reported  the fire  hazards and 
sw eatshop conditions in  the fac­
tory  as well as the fact th a t the 
girls had gone on strike the p rev i­
ous year and the police had co-op­
erated  w ith  the em ployers in 
sm ashing the ir picket line.

It w as am ply proven tha t the 
em ployes’ deaths had resulted 
from  the te rrib le  fire  hazards in 
the building. B ut the ow ners w ere 
acquitted and the nex t year the 
sam e m en built ano ther factory 
w ith  the sam e kind of fire  hazards
— including the  locked doors. An

investigating com m ittee duly re ­
ported th is fact — and the owners 
w ere fined $20! This was the ex ­
ten t of the ir punishm ent. They 
collected large sums of insurance 
for the ir ru ined property — m ore 
than it deserved.

The author, who is an editor of 
Justice, the publication of the In ­
ternational Ladies G arm ent W ork­
ers Union, does not dw ell overlong 
on the backgrounds of the people 
who died in the fire  or the owners 
of the factory, but re-crea tes the 
30-m inute scene of horror w ith 
vivid w riting, sustaining suspense 
w ith the ghastly facts of the fire. 
I t is as though the reader w ere 
there, shrinking against a wall 
across the street w atching the 
bodies hurtle  down.

T hat death by fire is still a w ork 
hazard  in New York w as trag ical­
ly illustrated  in 1958 by two te r­
rib le  fires w ith in  five blocks of 
the scene of the T riangle holo­
caust. Again people jum ped to 
the ir deaths, again there was a 
fau lty  fire door, again victims 
included low - paid im m igrant 
w orkers — this tim e Puerto  Rican.

The horror of the T riangle fire 
caused a w ave of revulsion against 
sw eatshop conditions in the second 
decade of th is century. B ut fire 
hazard  is bu t one of m any condi­
tions resu lting  from  the sweatshop 
system  — whose salient features 
are extrem ely  low wage rates and 
lack of control by the w orkers of 
the ir w orking conditions. Lack of 
financial reserves force the w ork­
ers to continue in such m iserable 
jobs, and lack of control in the 
shop forces them  to subm it to all 
sorts of w retched conditions of 
w hich violation of safety m easures 
is bu t one — and seemingly far 
from  the most pressing item.

It is ironic tha t the leaders of 
the very  garm ent unions whose 
organizing drives of the past had 
great public sym pathy, in no small 
m easure due to the m artyrdom  of 
the T riangle girls, are  today in 
large m easure responsible for the 
resurgence of sw eatshops in New 
York. The leaders of these “prog­
ressive” unions have tolerated 
wage scales so low th a t large 
num bers of w orkers, m ainly Negro 
and P uerto  Rican, are forced to a 
subsistence level — as poor or 
poorer than  that of the im m igrant 
girls of the Triangle Co. back in 
1911. ILGWU and Am algam ated 
Clothing W orkers’ contracts in 
m any shops m erely “legitim atize” 
sweatshop wages. From  the s ta r­
vation wage all the other evils of 
the sweatshop inevitably began to 
flourish.

Though it would jeopardize his 
position as editor of the ILGWU 
m agazine Justice, the au thor could 
well employ his considerable w rit­
ing talents on a book about sw eat­
shops in the  New Y ork of 1962.

Lewis M artin

It W as Reported in the Press
Easy A nsw er —  The United 

S tates Inform ation Agency in 
South V ietnam  is sponsoring a 
contest for a new  nam e for the 
Viet Cong guerrillas. The nam e, 
given the South V ietnam ese free­
dom fighters, supposedly is a con­
traction  of “Vietnam ese Com mu­
nists.” The USIA now feels the 
nam e does not arouse hatred  and 
contem pt in the  local citizenry. It 
is asking V ietnam ese contestants 
to come up w ith  “a colloquial 
peasan t te rm  im plying disgust or 
ridicule.” A prize of $47 w ill be 
aw arded. If the  contest isn’t  fixed, 
th e  nam e th a t most obviously fits 
the specification, and should th e re ­
fore w in hands down, is qu ite  ob­
vious —  “Y ankee Im perialists.”

Pass the  Powder, Please — The 
am ount of radioactive iodine in 
m ilk  jum ped considerably in 
eleven states during  the m onth 
of May, according to the U.S. 
Public H ealth  Service. In  W i­

chita, Kansas, the am ount of can­
cer-breeding iodine from  nuclear- 
test fallou t increased by 330 per 
cent. F edera l officials assured th a t 
the new  levels “appear” tem por­
ary  and are not dangerous unless 
sustained over a long period.

U.S. R etreat in  V ietnam  — Last 
w eek we reported  th a t U.S. policy- 
m akers w ere considering defying 
a new  law  in South V ietnam  
w hich bans social dancing. The 
U.S. Em bassy had asked the  m ayor 
of Saigon to ru le  w hether or not 
its w eekly square dance came 
under the new  “m orality” law. 
The m ayor d idn’t  bother to an ­
sw er the le tte r so the U.S. am bas­
sador decided not to fight city hall 
and called off the square dances.

Less Taxes? — The Associated  
Press reported  June  2 th a t the 
G reek governm ent has raised m in­
im um  wages ten  per cent. The 
repo rt said the m inim um  wage

for m en will rise from  $1.79 a 
day to $1.90 and the m inim um  for 
wom en w ill go from  $1.37 a day to 
$1.47. According to  our rud im ent­
ary  arithm etic, the increase for 
m en comes to slightly  m ore than  
six per cent and the one for wom­
en to ju s t over seven per cent.

B lank Key — ‘‘The cu ltu re­
conscious Kennedys heard  other 
grum bles over the week end. It 
w as noticed th a t although Duke 
Ellington had received a key to 
the city a t the s ta rt of the first 
In ternational Jazz Festival here, 
no doors had opened for him  at 
the W hite House.” — Random  
Notes in  W ashington, Ju n e  4, the 
New  Y ork Times.

Shook-Up Generation? — Em o­
tional problem s ran k  th ird  behind 
resp ira tory  and skin diseases 
among U.S. university  students, 
according to  findings published by 
the A m erican M edical Associa­
tion.

Need for Solidarity
Fond du Lac, Mich.

Enclosed find $2 as a contribu­
tion.

I was encouraged by the article 
in The M ilitant on the W orker’s 
righ t to p rin t new s as they see it. 
The forces tha t would strangle the 
W orker today would strangle The 
M ilitant tom orrow.

Charles Taplin

From Guatemala
G uatem ala City, G uatem ala

Today, May 25, 1962, I talked to 
an A m erican from  K entucky, in 
the lobby of the Hotel Colonial 
w here I am  staying in G uatem ala 
City. He has spent one year in 
Caracas, Venezuela, and has all 
the answ ers to the failures of L at­
ins to govern them selves. He has 
been doing m issionary w ork for 
the L utheran  Church.

This A m erican from  K entucky 
says th a t the one m ajor problem  
th a t most A m ericans don’t take in ­
to consideration w hen they  talk 
of dem ocracy in the L atin  coun­
tries is tha t they have had about 
four hundred years of inbreeding 
among Negroes, Spaniards, and 
Indians, and as a d irect resu lt of 
th is ungodly m atch, have a people 
who have no am bition, too m uch 
pride, and are essentially ignorant. 
He hopes to b ring  C hristianity  
and serenity  to  the poor people of 
South Am erica w hen he graduates 
from  the L u theran  Sem inary in 
K entucky. If he w orks diligently, 
he thinks, perhaps in 200 years 
the people of Latin  countries will 
be able to govern them selves. He 
should live so long!

I talked to the d irector of the 
C ham ber of Industry, today, to try  
to get an idea of the gross national 
product, the cost of living, and the 
average annual wage. O ther than 
an open adm ission th a t the cost of 
living in G uatem ala was the sec­
ond highest in the w orld, and th a t 
the people could not afford it, he 
passed the buck to the statistics 
departm en t of the Cham ber.

A bout one m onth ago, the police 
in G uatem ala City, and the  m em ­
bers of the Associated S tudents 
Union had an open pitched battle. 
The police had m achine guns, and 
the students had nothing other 
than  w hat rocks and sticks they 
could gather. The police won. I 
stood on the hill w here th is battle 
took place and read  the only re ­
m aining sign th a t there w as ever 
a battle took place. AEU fo r As­
sociated S tudents Union w as w rit­
ten in brown on one of the walls. 
A sm all w arning that resistance 
still exists.

I walked past the police station, 
one block from  the  National 
Palace, and the police w ere still 
carry ing subm achine guns. I 
stopped one policem an and asked 
the way to the N ational Palace, 
and then  asked him  w hy so 
m any carried m achine guns. He 
said th a t the Com munists and 
Cubans who have in filtra ted  m ight 
cause a dem onstration. My G ua­
tem alan friends of w orking-class 
stock, who m ake about $60 per 
m onth, laughed out loud when I 
told them  w hat the policeman had 
said. They pointed out th a t the 
sam e story w as told w hen the s tu ­
dents w ere attacked. One of my 
G uatem alan friends saw the attack  
on the students, and shed b itter 
tears, because of the helpless feel­
ing of w atching the senseless 
slaughter of young people whose 
sole crim e w as to dem onstrate for 
a b e tte r way of life.

The C hristian  A m erican from  
K entucky has a sim ple answ er. He 
says th a t the Com m unists pay the 
people down here to dem onstrate. 
In Venezuela, he says, the Com­
m unists pay th ree  bolivars [$.67] 
per day for dem onstrating, and in 
G uatem ala they pay two or p o s ­
sibly th ree quetzal [$2.70] per day.

A w orking m an on the bus last 
night, while we w ere discussing 
the problem s of living in G uate­
mala, said: “I m ay not have much 
money, bu t by God, I have a 
m ind.”

Gadfly

A Staunch Friend
Anaheim , Calif.

I would like so m uch to have a 
larger paper and hope you w ill 
soon accomplish ju s t that. I am 
enclosing another $5 to help a lit­
tle. I only wish it could be more 
but I am on a sm all fixed income 
and in  my seventies, so anything 
m ay happen, especially w ith the 
generous m edical setup w e have. 
H ere in C alifornia a hospital is 
$35 a day.

I pay $13 for 35 tiny  tab lets of 
cortisone for m y arth ritis.

I receive most glowing accounts 
from  m y relatives in B rita in  of 
the Socialist medical system. W hy 
can’t w e have som ething sim ilar?

Good luck to The M ilitant.
B.M.

Recollections of Cuba
D etroit, Mich.

W hen the Spaniards w ere de­
feated in Cuba I was a m em ber of 
the U.S. In fan try  stationed a t Co­
lum bia B arracks in Cuba. O ur de­
partm en t was p art of the arm y of 
occupation. O ur regim ental colonel 
was delegated by th e  arm ed forces 
to d istribu te  some $3 million among 
the Cuban reconcentrados [those 
driven from  the ir homes by the 
Spaniards] who had taken a p art 
w ith our forces in the w ar w ith 
Spain, commonly called the S pan­
ish-A m erican War.

This w rite r  w as the sergeant in 
charge of the detail w hich pro tect­
ed this money. The contingent 
covered v irtua lly  every  p art of 
ru ra l Cuba and all of us w ere h o r­
rified  to see the p itifu l conditions 
under w hich the Cuban poor ex ­
isted.

W hen W eyler, the Spanish gen­
eral, storm ed through the coun­
try, it was a common practice of 
his troops, w henever they cam e 
upon youngsters over 12 and 
therefore old enough to ca rry  a 
gun, to b reak  the youngster’s arm .

The policy of W ashington was 
to assem ble the reconcentrados 
and pay them  off at the  ra te  of 
$13 for every  m onth of service. 
One veteran  would tu rn  in the 
stock of a gun, ano ther a ram rod, 
and a th ird  would su rrender the 
b a rre l of a gun.

T here w as very  little  vegetation 
and practically  no food available 
and the people w ere so starved 
they would go to any length  to 
acquire a hard tack  — a very  hard  
cracker th a t was p a rt of our travel 
ration.

M any of the boys took advan­
tage of th is hunger to seduce the 
women. So even a t th a t tim e our 
troops w ere hated  by the Cubans 
and we w ere w arned w hile in 
H avana to w alk  in  the m iddle of 
the streets as several of our forces 
had been blinded by someone 
throw ing chloride of lim e in the ir 
faces.

In  the Philippines, in the  search 
for the freedom -fighter A guinal­
do, anyone caught and suspected 
of having knowledge of the p a­
tr io t’s w hereabouts w as subjected 
to the te rrib le  “w ater cure.” The 
suspect was staked to  the ground, 
a funnel inserted in  his m outh and 
w ate r poured dow n his th ro a t u n ­
til his stom ach would be distended 
alm ost to bursting, and in some 
cases his stom ach actually  would 
burst. All of th is was done a t the 
com m and of the officer in charge 
of the invasion forces.

W hile in the M arines, I told 
some newsm en of this cruel and 
inhum an practice and narrow ly  
escaped a court m artia l for “ta lk ­
ing out of tu rn .” P au l Dennie

Thought for the Week
“I feel that w e should recognize the possibility tha t damage done 

through radiation fa llou t m ay be ten or even f i f ty  tim es as m uch  as 
estim ated in  th e  report.”—Dr. L inus Pauling, Nobel P rize w inner, on 
the Federal R adiation Council’s repo rt on effects of fallou t from  all 
nuclear tests through 1961.


