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Threat of Civil W ar  
Develops in France

The firs t anniversary of Ken­
nedy’s “ New F ron tie r”  — marked 
by his Jan. 11 State of the Union 
message to Congress —  signifies 
tha t nothing can be expected from  
h im  in  terms of legislation tha t 
w il l  advance the interests of labor, 
the Negro people or the quest fo r   
peace. Stripped of its vote-catch­
ing demagogy, the message makes 
p la in  that the adm inistration is 
sh ifting  fu rth e r to the r ig h t and 
intends to press ever more openly 
fo r the interests of big business.

When you look at the actual 
commitments contained in  the 
message, the Madison Avenue 
“ image”  of a figh ting  young l ib ­
era l dedicated to a resurgence of 
social progress dwindles down to 
the rea lity  of a callous, double- 
ta lk ing  capita list po litic ian  on the 
make.

Few people had any serious hope 
tha t his speech w ould be directed 
in  any way toward slowing down 
the dangerous d r i f t  tow ard war. 
So there was lit t le  surprise created 
by his proposal fo r a staggering 
$55 b illio n  arms budget.

B u t there were many people 
who took his campaign oratory 
seriously, waited pa tien tly  through

[Los Angeles had fou r da ily 
newspapers, now i t  has two. The 
four papers were owned by two 
pow erfu l publishing companies, 
Hearst and Chandler, each of 
which had a m orning and evening 
paper. Chandler’s evening M irro r  
closed down on Jan. 5, H earst’s 
m orning Exam iner did the same 
on Jan. 7. As a result, Chandler 
now has a monopoly in  the m orn­
ing fie ld  and Hearst, a monopoly 
in  the evening fie ld. The numerical 
symbol — 30—  is used in the news 
industry to indicate the end. — Ed. ]

By Lee Stephens
LOS ANGELES —  Months be­

fore tha t sad — 30— fille d  the up-

RO Y W IL K IN S , executive 
secretary of the N A A C P , was 
“sorely disappointed” at K en ­
nedy’s fa ilu re  to take a firm  
civ il-righ ts  stand.

the f irs t year of “ settling down to 
business”  and hoped tha t in  its 
second year the new adm inistra­
tion  would rea lly  act to redeem its 
campaign pledges — pa rticu la rly  
in  the fie ld  of social w elfare and 
c iv il rights.

R ichard L. Strout, in  the Jan. 12 
C hristian Science M onitor, ex­
plained the facts of life  about the 
message th is way: “ Those accus­
tomed to evaluating such cere­
monies pu t the Kennedy address 
down as a m idd le-of-the-road 
speech, delivered in a firm , re ­
sonant voice, that sounded better 
than i t  read. . .  and containing a 
greater num ber of legislative pro­
posals than the executive has 
much expectation of seeing pass. 
The observer m ight suspect that 
an election was in the w ind  and 
the observer w ould be rig h t. ”

l ie ’ll Survive
And Kennedy won’t  be broken 

up by Congressional fa ilu re  to 
adopt a ll his proposals. The Jan. 
14 New York Times reported: 
“ W ith in  the budget the president 
also found room fo r several social 
welfare programs. These are es­
sentia lly the ones the president put 
fo rw ard  last year —  medical care 
fo r the aged, expanded health pro­
grams and aid to education. B u t 
in  restating them last week he did 
not appear bent on a ll-ou t battle 
w ith  a reca lc itran t Congress. ”

On c iv il rights, the same paper 
explained: “ A concilia tory gesture 
of po ten tia lly  great effectiveness, 
pa rticu la rly  in  w inn ing  Southern 
Democratic support fo r controver­
sial adm inistration measures, is the 
president’s current policy on c iv il-  
righ ts legislation. No c iv il-r ig h ts  
b i l l  was submitted on behalf o f the 
A dm in istra tion  last year and none 
is expected this year. ”

stairs w indow  of the Los Angeles 
(m orn ing) Examiner newspaper 
offices last week, rum ors had 
sw irled sickeningly through the 
composing room, so th ick  they 
gave b irth  to a pale joke: “ D id 
you hear? Hearst bought the Case 
Hotel across the street! ”  Straight 
line: “ W hat does Hearst w ant w ith  
the Case Hotel? ”  “ To put a ll the 
rum ors in ! ”

I t  w ould have taken H ilto n ’s 
biggest to hold a ll the rumors:
1) Chandler (scab publisher of the 
L . A. Times and M irro r-N ew s) was 
buying out Hearst to scuttle the 
only union newspaper in  town;
2) Hearst and Chandler made a 
deal to  close down the Exam iner

P H ILA D E LP H IA , Jan. 16. —  An 
attem pt of the Yale and Towne 
M anufacturing Co. to break a 
strike by scab-herding at the com­
pany’s fo r k - l i f t  p lant here shook 
up the entire Philadelphia labor 
movement last week and resulted 
in  an o ffic ia l call by the A FL-C IO  
Central Labor Council fo r a mass 
picket line manned by a ll m ajor 
unions in  the area.

The mere th reat of the labor 
m obilization forced a ha lt in  the 
company’s recru itm ent of addi­
tional scabs. The terms of a tw o- 
week “ cooling o ff period”  agreed 
to by the A FL-C IO  Council and 
the company, however, leave the 
local union at the p lant in  a d if ­
f ic u lt position.

The local, Lodge 1717 of the In ­
ternational Association of Ma­
chinists, A FL-C IO , has tra d i­
tiona lly  maintained good condi­
tions and strong in -p la n t repre­
sentation among the 1, 200 produc­
tion workers at the factory. I t  
struck last Sept. 1 when the com­
pany insisted that a new contract 
reduce the number of stewards 
from  100 to 35, elim inate certain 
seniority provisions, and make 
other serious cuts in conditions.

A fte r 19 re la tive ly  quiet weeks, 
the company began running adver- 

(Continued on Page 3)

to give Chandler exclusive m orn­
ing fie ld, in  re tu rn  fo r which 
Chandler would k i l l  o ff his M ir ­
ror-New s  so Hearst could dominate 
the afternoon fie ld  w ith  his Her­
ald-Express; 3) President K en­
nedy’s fam ily  was buying out 
Hearst so the adm inistration 
would have an opposition voice 
to Chandler’s anti-Kennedy Times; 
4) The New York Times was buy­
ing the Hearst p lant fo r its West 
Coast edition; 5) Don’t w orry, 
there’s nothing to any of it. The 
Justice Department is investigat­
ing the an ti-tru s t collusion be­
tween Hearst and Chandler, they 
can’t get away w ith  it. And so on.

Contract negotiations had been

The fear of c iv il w ar hangs over 
France today. The “ strongman”  
government of Gen. de Gaulle is 
to ta lly  unable to suppress the as­
sassinations and da ily  bombings by 
the fascist OAS —  Secret A rm y 
Organization. That is in France 
itself. In  the main cities of A lgeria, 
the OAS, not the French govern­
ment, is the actual power. Its 
members honeycomb the govern­
ment, arm y and police who arc 
supposed to be try in g  to suppress 
them.

That th is movement of the 
French colonial u ltras (who insist 
that no concessions be made to the 
independence-seeking M o s l e m  
90% m a jo rity ) and the French 
fascists, whom de Gaulle sup­
posedly smashed last A p ril, has 
arisen again to such menacing pro­
portions, is renewed h istorical ev i­
dence that a bonapartist regime is 
no real ba rrie r to fascism.

A  bonapartist regime does not 
depend on popular support or 
parliam entary m ajorities. In  the

going on fo r months between L . A. 
Typographical Local 174 and 
Hearst management, hung up on 
a ju risd ic tiona l question. Union 
o ld-tim ers brushed aside a ll ru ­
mors w ith  tim e-garnered wisdom: 
Management had started a ll the 
ta lk. N othing to any o f it. “ Na­
tu ra lly  they’d like  us to th ink  the 
paper’s fo ld ing! W hy negotiate 
w ork ju risd ic tion  when there’s not 
going to be any w ork? ”

B u t the doom-rumblings con­
tinued through the year’s end, 
clouding s ti l l  fu rth e r the dismal 
bottled party ing  perm itted d u r­
ing the between-editions tim e 
pockets. And in the f irs t week 

(Continued on Page 2)

name of “ saving the country”  and 
cla im ing to be above classes and 
parties, i t  bases itse lf on au thori­
tarian contro l o f the government 
bureaucracy, especially of the 
arm y and police.

B u t bonapartist de Gaulle is un­
able to control the arm y and po­
lice. Most of the army —  600, 000 
—  is in A lgeria  where in  rapid 
succession commanding generals 
have sided w ith  the colonialist 
u ltras in  frus tra ting  attempts to 
b ring  the A lgerian w ar to a nego­
tiated end. Indeed the generals and 
the u ltras threaten to use the ir 
troops to invade France to over­
th row  the government in  Paris. 
Those sections of the arm y sta­
tioned in m etropolitan France are 
commanded by officers whose 
loya lty  often appears stronger to ­
wards the ir fe llow  m ilita ris ts  in  
A lgeria  than to the Paris govern­
ment. S im ila rly  w ith  the police. 
They have long been notorious fo r 
the ir connections w ith  the fascist 
organizations w hich have now 
united or entered in to w ork ing  
agreements w ith  the ultras.

Public knowledge tha t the secret 
negotiations of de Gaulle’s govern­
ment w ith  representatives of the 
Provisional Government of the Re­
public of A lgeria  have reached the 
po in t where a cease-fire agree­
ment may be announced next 
month, has spurred the OAS to 
redoubled activ ity . Its  campaign of 
mass murders of Moslems in  
A lgeria and increased assassina­
tions and bombings in France may 
in tim ida te  de Gaulle in to  again 
postponing settlement of the seven- 
year-old A lgerian war. And, i f  
not, i t  may set the stage fo r  a 
fascist putsch both in  A lgeria  and 
France.

D uring  the f irs t 15 days of Jan­
uary an uno ffic ia l count o f te r­
rorism  and rio tin g  in  A lgeria  

(Continued on Page 2)

Philadelphia Unions 
Fight Scab-Herding 
At Yale & Towne

40 Students in Ga. 
Fight Suspension

A LB A N Y , Georgia —  Forty Al­

bany State College students were 
recently given inde fin ite  suspen­
sions fo r the ir partic ipation in 
anti-segregation demonstrations 
here last month. Charles McDew, 
chairman of the Student Non- 
V io lent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC), called the college’s ac­
tion “ a v io la tion  of academic free­
dom and c iv il liberties. ”

The suspended students and 
hundreds of other A lbany Negroes 
had been arrested fo r taking part 
in  mass c iv il-r ig h ts  demonstrations 
fo llow ing  the Dec. 10 arrest of 
eleven Freedom Riders outside the 
A lbany ra ilroad term inal. Two 
additional students, SNCC vo lun­
teer workers, had also been sus­
pended after they were arrested 
fo r try in g  to use interstate fa c il­
ities at the A lbany Tra ilw ays bus 
station on Nov. 22.

A lbany State Dean of Students, 
Charles M inor, was at the bus 
depot at that time. The students 
said M inor had tried  to dissuade 
them from  using the “ w h ite ”  w a it­
ing room. D uring  the tr ia l, M inor 
testified fo r the c ity  against the 
students.

Ten of the suspended students 
attempted on Jan. 9 to take out 
cards at the c ity ’s Carnegie L i ­
brary. They were refused and to ld 
to go to the Negro lib ra ry  which, 
they said, d id not have the books 
they wanted. The students, a ll 
local Negroes, are demanding the 
use of the main lib ra ry  in  line  
w ith  continuing th e ir studies on 
the ir own during  the ir suspen­
sion. Three additional groups of 

(Continued on Page 2)

New Group to Send 
Medicine to Cuba

NEW YORK, Jan. 16 —  A  new 
re lie f committee to send drugs 
and medicines to Cuba has been 
formed, i t  was announced today. 
Despite President Kennedy’s state­
ment last November tha t there 
was no embargo on medicine to 
Cuba, drug manufacturers in  the 
U . S. and Europe are in  unoffic ia l 
agreement to boycott such ship­
ments.

The new organization, known as 
Medical A id  to Cuba, w ith  head­
quarters at 147 W. 33rd St., New 
Y ork  C ity, has already forwarded 
more than $5, 000 in  medical sup­
plies.

Miss M e litta  del V illa r , who 
founded the New Y ork  group, is 
acting chairman. The sponsoring 
committee, now in  the process of 
form ation, includes Freda K irch - 
wey, fo rm er editor and publisher 
o f The N ation; W arren M ille r, 
author; James O’Connor, teacher 
a t Barnard College; and W illiam  
W orthy, correspondent fo r the 
A fro -A m erican  newspapers.

Jesse Gordon, who is handling 
in fo rm ation  concerning the com­
m ittee, said: “ Medical A id  to Cuba 
is on the level of a person-to-per­
son program. I t  surmounts p o lit­
ica l and ideological differences 
between governments. The w a ll 
comes down once people are sick 
and hungry and we come to the ir 
aid. Americans are second to none 
in the ir readiness to help the sick 
and hungry regardless of nation­
a lity  or ideology. ”

By John Thayer

A G A IN S T  T H E  BOM B. W h ile  2, 000 women inarched in  front 
of the W hite  House Jan. 15 in  a “S trike  for Peace, ” these women 
backed them w ith  a picket line at the U N . More than 500 jam m ed  
behind the police barricades to demonstrate their opposition to w ar.

"30" in the A.M. —  And Again in the P. M.!
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Colo. Unionist Resists Drive 
By Red-Baiters to Oust Him

By Tom Leonard

DENVER, Jan. 14 —  Last Mon­
day, leaders o f the Colorado 
Springs Typographical U nion sub­
m itted, and had adopted, a resolu­
tion  to the Area Labor Council 
(A F L -C IO ) accusing Sam Gadd, 
secretary-treasurer of the council, 
o f expressing opinions favorable 
to  a pro-com m unist fore ign gov­
ernment.

The action of the IT U  leaders 
was based on Gadd’s public pro­
test against the decision of Orion 
C. Shockly, superintendent of 
School D is tr ic t 12, who last month 
refused attorney H a rry  N ier, cha ir­
m an o f The Colorado F a ir P lay 
fo r  Cuba Committee, the r ig h t to 
show color slides of Cuba to local 
h igh  school students. Members of 
the Cheyenne M ountain H igh 
School Spanish Clu b  had inv ited  
N ie r to appear. Gadd subsequent­
ly  made his home available fo r a 
pub lic  meeting fo r N ier. He has 
m aintained tha t th is  action was a 
p riva te  act o f conscience in  the 
in terest o f freedom of speech.

In  addition to subm itting  the 
resolution, IT U  leaders also w ith -

Weekly Calendar
LO S A N G E LE S  

Arne Swabeck, a fo u n d e r o f  th e  C o m ­
m unist and S o c ia lis t W orke rs  Parties, w ill 
give a M a rx is t app ra isa l o f The European 
Common M arket, Sat., Jan. 27, 8 :30  p.m. 
a t Forum  H a ll. 1702 E. 4th St. C o n tr ib . 
$1 (s tudents, 5 0 c ). A usp . M i li ta n t  Labo r 
Forum. ^

N E W  Y O R K  

Latin A m erica and the "A ll ia n c e  for 
Progress." A n  app ra isa l b y  S tan ley Pe­
ters, e conom ic  co nsu lta n t on La tin  A m e r­
ican a ffa irs . M on., Jan. 22, 8:30 p.m . 
A d e lp h i H a ll, 74 Fifth A ve . C o n tr ib . $1. 
A usp . Fa ir P lay fo r  C ub a  C o m m ittee .

*  *  *

The Radical Right —  Is I t  W inning  
Am erica's Youth? Speaker, Allen Taplin. 
Fri., Jan. 26, 8:30 p .m . 116 University 
Place, C o n tr ib . 50c. A usp . M i li ta n t  Lab o r 
Forum.

drew  the ir per capita payments 
u n til Gadd is removed from  his 
post. Despite th is economic boy­
cott o f the Area Labor Council by 
local union leaders, Gadd refuses 
to resign, and insists upon a tr ia l 
as provided fo r in  the constitutions 
of the Council and the A FL-C IO . 
Though the boycott has forced 
him  to accept an out-of-state job, 
Gadd has voiced his w illingness 
to re turn  to the Springs i f  he is 
granted a tr ia l.

The capitu lation of IT U  and 
other local union leaders to the 
u ltra  rig h t-w in g  po litica l forces 
tha t dominate Colorado Springs, is 
pa rticu la rly  ominous, since i t  
comes at a tim e when the Denver 
Chamber o f Commerce is discus­
sing plans fo r b ring ing  the rabid 
Christian A nti-C om m unist Crusade 
to Colorado.

Several weeks ago the weekly 
Colorado Labor Advocate exposed 
these plans in a front-page story. 
On Dec. 29, the Advocate also re ­
ported the facts concerning Sam 
Gadd, and observed: “ The Colora­
do Springs chapter of the A m eri­
can C iv il L iberties commended 
Gadd fo r p rov id ing  a rostrum  fo r 
the banned speaker [N ie r ].”

Some labor leaders in  th is area 
are expressing concern because of 
the effect of reactionary forces on 
the labor movement. Lawrence C. 
Farnan, business manager and f i ­
nancial secretary of Local 68, In ­
ternational Brotherhood o f Elec­
tr ica l Workers, and one o f the can­
didates fo r  president of the state­
w ide Colorado Labor Council, re ­
ported to the local press that 
“ R igh t-w ing , reactionary and more 
subtle groups and ind iv idua ls seek 
to rob organized labor o f its 
strength, even to the po in t of ques­
tion ing  the patrio tism  o f union 
members.”

Before leaving the Springs, 
Gadd had reported in  the CSALC 
December newsletter that, “ a w e ll-  
know n group w ith in  the unions in 
Colorado Springs asked m y resig­
nation on the grounds of ‘adverse 
p u b lic ity ’. Four or five  men spoke 
up in  defense o f an ind iv idua l’s 
r ig h t to  express his beliefs; bu t the 
meeting had been so obviously 
packed —  as attendance records 
w il l  show—tha t I  refused to speak 
in  a ‘kangaroo-court’ atmosphere. 
N or did I  resign, because to do so, 
w ould condemn the Labor Move­
ment itse lf, as being against free­
dom of speech.”

“ I  am entitled to tr ia l, under 
the provisions of our Central Body 
and A FL-C IO  constitutions, as 
President Pledger pointed out. In ­
stead the group w hich hopes to 
control or destroy our Central 
Body, has taken the undemocratic 
route of (a) a rb itra r ily  rem oving 
me as a delegate, and (b) w ith ­
hold ing per-capita tax. Both de­
vices are c learly calculated to de­
p rive  a person of the r ig h t o f tr ia l, 
where the fundam ental issues 
w ould be exposed and decided by 
a ll o f Labor. These issues bo il 
down to tw o main questions:

“ 1. Where does Labor rea lly  
stand on freedom of speech?

“ 2. Is an o ffice r of Labor to be 
punished w ithou t tria l?

“ I stand ready to speak the tru th  
to any man, i f  I  am given a fa ir  
hearing. Today that elementary 
r ig h t is being denied, and I  must 
in fo rm  you of the fact.”

NEW YORK

Fair Play Rally
To Protest

Anti-Cuba Moves at OAS
Speakers:

Carleton Beals 
Corliss Lamont 

Julio Medina 
W illiam  W orthy

M O N ., 8:30 PM, JA N . 29
Palm Gardens 306 W . 52 St.

C o n tr ib . $1 
Ausp. Fair Play fo r C uba C om m .

Young Socialists 
Chalk Up Gains 
At Nat’l Parley

PE TE R  C AM EJO , national 
secretary of Young Socialist A l­
liance, addressing a united pro­
test ra lly  in  N ew  Y ork  called 
by the F a ir P lay fo r Cuba Com­
m ittee at the tim e of the A p ril 
1961 invasion.

The Young Socialist A lliance 
held its second national conven­
tion  in  Chicago New Year’s week­
end. There were delegates from  
16 cities, includ ing  students from  
more than 20 college campuses. 
The convention discussion and 
debate centered on the grow ing 
c iv il-r ig h ts  movement, N orth  and 
South; the an ti-w a r movement; 
defense of the Cuban revolution; 
and how most e ffective ly  to spread 
socialist ideas among students.

A fte r three days jam-packed 
w ith  discussion and exchange of 
experiences, a new national com­
m ittee was elected and national 
officers selected. New national 
chairman of the Y SA is B a rry  
Sheppard. Peter Camejo is nation­
al secretary and Leroy McCrae, 
national organizational secretary.

The modest bu t steady expan­
sion of the Y SA ’s ac tiv ity  and in ­
fluence was indicated in  a report 
by Nora Roberts, editor of the 
YSA m onth ly  paper, the Young 
Socialist. She said the regular 
c ircu la tion of the paper is now 
5,000 w ith  some special issues 
runn ing  double tha t number in  
the past year.

A long w ith  the thrashing out of 
practical problems, one o f h igh ­
lights of the gathering was a day­
long theoretical discussion on the 
Cuban revo lu tion and the class 
nature of the new Cuban state. 
W h ile  there were d iffe r in g  views 
on these questions, the delegates 
were f irm ly  united on the need 
fo r m ilita n t defense of the Cuban 
revolution. (For more on this, 
order the February issue of th e 
Young Socialist, ten cents, P.O. 
Box 471, Cooper Station, New 
Y ork  3, N .Y.)

The 91 delegates and vis itors 
le ft the convention w ith  renewed 
enthusiasm and optim ism  about 
the new opportunities fo r bu ild ing  
an effective socialist youth move­
ment.

(Continued from  Page 1)
of the b righ t new year, a sea­
son now accepted as the ill-a n d - 
dying tim e fo r 20th century cash- 
register newspapers (Christmas 
advertising over and done w ith ; 
Easter advertising too fa r in  the 
unknown fu tu re !) uncerta inty be­
came shocking fact: On Thursday 
Hearst confirm ed the Exam iner 
w ould die as of the present week; 
the next day, Chandler, but per­
sonally, gave the ax to the M irro r -  
News as of tha t afternoon. Death 
fo r both papers was not only in ­
stantaneous but simultaneous!

Pious Denial

Leaving aside the importance 
of the unholy alliance (piously 
denied by both parties) between 
Hearst and Chandler, consider the 
callousness of the ir handling of 
an event so trag ica lly  momentous 
in  the economic lives of the w o rk ­
ers involved. Neither Hearst nor 
Chandler perm itted a w ord of the 
transactions to be prin ted in the ir 
papers u n til a fte r the summary 
announcement, and denied access 
to th e ir build ings to TV  and radio 
reporters. A rm ed guards were 
posted in  the lobbies of both b u ild ­
ings on the day of the announce­
ments and fo r several days there­
after.

The Los Angeles Citizen, o f­
fic ia l publication of the L .A . 
County A F L -C IO  unions, carried 
the fo llow ing  report by the chapel 
chairman of the Examiner:

“ The b ig news . . . last week 
of course was the demise of the 
Exam iner a fte r 59 years . . . .  
When I  reported fo r w ork  on 
Thursday m orning the newsreel 
boys and TV  men were parked 
a ll up and down Broadway in 
fro n t of the bu ild ing . I  called M r. 
Mannon (Hearst labor represen­
ta tive ) and asked h im  i f  the meet­
ing was going to be held as sched­
uled; he inform ed me tha t i t  
would. I  asked h im  i f  the public 
announcement was going to be 
made at the same time, as there 
were newsmen a ll over the place. 
He to ld me he couldn’t  te ll me 
anything u n til the meeting. I

walked over to the bu ild ing  where 
a ll the meetings are held and 
found the door locked. I  went to 
the production office and asked 
them i f  I  could get someone to 
le t me in to  the build ing. Gene 
T e rk ill w ent over and unlocked 
the door and le t me in  the b u ild ­
ing. A  few  minutes la ter M r. Bec­
ker, M r. G r if f ith  and M r. Mannon 
came up the back stairs and w ent 
in to  M r. Mannon’s office. The 
union representatives arrived and 
the meeting was called to order. 
M r. Becker did a ll the ta lk ing  fo r 
the company. He started to g ive 
us a few  reasons why i t  had come 
about and o f course the main one 
was the two papers had continued 
to lose money over the years . . . 
I  w ent to the composing room 
and typed up a notice and put i t  
on the bu lle tin  board. L itt le  d id  I 
realize at the tim e i t  was the on ly 
source of in form ation the news­
men had been w a iting  to hear. . . . ”

E x tinc t
The meeting was called fo r 

11:45; at 12:30 i t  was over. A t  
5:45 tha t afternoon, union rep­
resentatives inform ed the com­
posing room employes of the E x­
am iner’s extinction and the fo l­
low ing day Chandler did a lik e  
service to the employes of the 
M irror-N ew s.

Affected d irec tly  were about 
800 ed itoria l and composing room 
w orkers from  the tw o dead pa­
pers. They are s ti l l  in  a w e lte r o f 
uncerta in ty concerning the ir righ ts 
to severance pay, vacation credits, 
unemployment benefits, cu t-o ff o f 
insurance policies and hospitaliza­
tion coverage. A nd o f course over 
a ll hangs the mushroom cloud o f 
unemployment: f irs t and second 
mortgages, car payments, sending 
the ch ildren to school, fa m ily  i l l ­
ness —  food!

Pay Cuts
Affected less c rue lly  are those 

ed itoria l workers who were re ­
tained but at salary cuts of up to 
$200 a month. B u t at least these 
can be comforted by the thought 
they w on’t  have to su ffe r w ha t 
the ir late boss, W illia m  Randolph 
Hearst, was called upon to endure 
in  the tw ilig h t of his life . As re­
ported by W. A . Swanberg, most 
recent biographer of “ C itizen 
Hearst” : a t 75 years of age, Hearst 
had to take a big cut in  salary 
(w h ich  was paid h im  by his own 
newspapers, na tu ra lly ) —  a blow, 
says Swanberg, tha t “ would have 
been fa ta l”  to “ an ord inary 75- 
y ea r-o ld .”  H is salary was cut from  
$500,000 a year, to $100,000 a year.

A  $400,000 salary cut! A t  least 
none of last week’s v ic tim s w il l  
have to face up to a b low  lik e  that!

“ More people are w alled behind 
the ir national borders today than  
ever before in  h istory . . . In  most 
cases . . . governments have erect­
ed barriers against trave l because 
of differences in  po litica l or other 
opinions. They use ‘national secur­
i ty ’ and ‘the interests o f the state’ 
to discrim inate against citizens 
whose views fa i l  to meet o ffic ia l 
approval.”  — From  a Jan. 10 New  
Y ork Post summary of a UN sub­
committee report.

The U.S. State Departm ent is 
now d is tribu ting  signs to passport 
offices around the country w a rn ­
ing tha t i t  is a crime fo r Com­
munists to apply. V io lators of the 
law  are subject to $10,000 fine, 
five  years in  ja il, o r both. The 
move results from  Supreme C ourt 
prova l of the In te rna l Security 
Act.

Those denied passports because 
of alleged membership in  the Com­
m unist P arty  w il l  be perm itted to 
confront th e ir accusers. This “ con­
cession”  is designed to make the 
passport ban more “ sound”  legally.

A  “ crim e”  to apply fo r a pass­
port because o f unorthodox p o lit­
ica l beliefs. Every American con­
cerned w ith  the preservation of 
democracy should ponder this.

... "30" in the A.M. and P.M.!

... Ga. Suspension
(Continued from Page 1) 

students tr ied  to take out cards 
the next day. “ Don’t  get in to 
trouble ,”  the lib ra r ia n  to ld  one of 
them. “ Y our parents are good 
people.”

SNCC representatives have been 
in  A lbany since October, conduct­
ing vo ter-reg istra tion  schools and 
non-v io len t workshops. W arrants 
have been sworn out against tw o 
o f them  fo r trespassing on the 
A lbany State campus. Another, 
Charles Sherrod, spent a n igh t in  
ja i l  on the same charge.

Sherrod is now in  charge of a 
SNCC voters-registration d rive  in  
nearby T e rre ll County where 
Negroes outnum ber whites tw o -to - 
one. O nly 48 out o f 2,858 regist­
ered voters in  the county are Ne­
groes. Sherrod plans to set up 
schools s im ila r to the SNCC voter- 
registration workshops in  M c- 
Comb, Mississippi.

Besides being one of the orig ina l 
Freedom Riders, Sherrod has five  
other c iv il-rights-connected ar­
rests to his credit. He was arrested 
on Feb. 22, 1960 fo r “ trespassing”  
during  a Richmond, V irg in ia , s it- 
in , and again on M arch 21, 1961 
on the same charge in a Charlotte, 
N.C., theatre stand-in. Answering 
SNCC’s call to  f i l l  the ja ils  in  
Rock H ill,  S.C., he served 30 days 
a fte r being arrested there on Feb. 
4, 1961. He was arrested again on 
October 5, 1961 in  McComb, M is ­
sissippi, and once again on the 
A lbany  campus Nov. 28, 1961.

In  connection w ith  the student 
suspensions, the A tlan ta  office of 
SNCC has urged students, in d i­
v iduals and groups to send le t­
ters and telegrams of protest to 
the Regents of the U n ivers ity  Sys­
tem  of Georgia, 244 Washington 
Street, S.W., A tlanta , Ga.

. . .  French Crisis
(Continued from  Page 1) 

to ta lled 236 k ille d  and 488 wound­
ed ( C hristian Science M onitor, 
Jan. 15). A  typ ica l example of the 
tactics of the OAS “ repression”  
commandos occurred in  A lg iers on 
Jan. 14. Two carloads of Europeans 
machine-gunned a crowded Mos­
lem cafe and then th rew  hand 
grenades. Seven Moslems, inc lud­
ing  a child, were im m ediately 
k illed . M any others were wounded.

In  France OAS assassins on Jan. 
3 murdered a Communist from  
A lgeria  who was liv in g  in  N or­
mandy. A  few  days la te r an OAS 
commando team machine-gunned 
the Paris headquarters of the 
French Communist Party, severely 
wounding a guard.

Break Demonstration
A  protest demonstration called 

by the Communist P arty  on Jan. 
6 was broken up by massive de­
tachments of police. Though de 
Gaulle is unable to make the state 
apparatus function when i t  comes 
to tracking  down fascist terrorists, 
or guarding arm y supply dumps 
from  OAS raids, or getting judges 
to pass heavy sentences on those 
few caught, he is able to get f irs t-  
rate service from  the police when 
i t  comes to suppressing the w o rk ­
ers’ movement. An earlie r demon­
stration, Dec. 15, called by the 
Communist P arty  to “ bar the route 
to fascism”  was mercilessly as­
sailed by the police who clubbed 
people w ith  the ir rifles, leaving 
the streets covered w ith  prostrate 
bodies of men, women and youth.

To cope w ith  the OAS terrorists 
and in  preparation against any a t­
tem pt at a fascist putsch, a united 
fro n t of a ll w orkers’ parties and 
unions in France and the form a­
tion  of self-defense guards is u r­
gently needed.

The Socialist Vote 
In New York C ity

NEW YORK —  O ffic ia l returns 
made available by the Board of 
Elections fo r the m ayoralty elec­
tion credited the Socialist Workers 
P arty  and Socialist Labor Party  
w ith  these votes:

Socialist W orkers —  Richard 
Garza, fo r m ajor, 7,037; Sylvia 
Weinstein, fo r president of c ity  
council, 5,028; Fred Halstead, fo r 
contro ller, 4,962; Clarence F ran­
k lin , fo r Manhattan borough presi­
dent, 1,545.

Socialist Labor — Eric Haas, fo r 
mayor, 3,272; Stephen Emery, fo r 
president of c ity  council, 2,189; 
John Emanuel, fo r controller, 2,- 
143. (The SLP did not run a can­
didate fo r borough president.)

Can a "Free" Country 
Make Travel a Crime?
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In  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  the  Jan. 23 conference o f the  O rgan iza tion  
o f A m e rica n  States, P res ident K ennedy  and the  U.S. S tate  D e p a rt­
m e n t tr ie d  to  lin e  up  enough L a t in  A m e rica n  governm ents beh ind  
sanctions aga inst Cuba to p ro v id e  cover fo r  ano the r U.S. a tte m p t 
to  crush the  C uban R evo lu tion .

K e n n e d y ’s a ttem pts  to su b ve rt the  p o p u la r Cuban governm ent, 
to  o v e rth ro w  i t  by  fo re ig n  in te rv e n tio n  and fo rce  and vio lence, 
a re  proceed ing  a t present th ro u g h  the  use o f the  “ ya n q u i d o lla r ”  
to  b r ib e  o th e r governm ents.

“ D u r in g  th e  las t fe w  w eeks and days,”  repo rts  Joseph N ew m an 
in  the  Jan. 13 N e w  Y o rk  H e ra ld  T rib u n e , “ the re  has been d ip lo ­
m a tic  a rm - tw is t in g  a t v e ry  h igh  le ve l . . . The U.S. insists (b y  
th re a te n in g  to  w ith h o ld  so re ly  needed econom ic a id ) , i t  m ay suc­
ceed in  fo rc in g  the  seven coun tries  to  b reak  w ith  C uba.”  A n d  
aga in : “ L a tin  A m ericans resent th is  k in d  o f reasoning, suggesting 
a d o lla r  paym en t fo r  a p o lit ic a l pos ition , b u t th e ir  need is 
g rea t . . .

T he  seven governm ents  w h ic h  p r io r  to  the  conference resisted 
the  U.S. p lans fo r  C uba are B ra z il, M ex ico , A rg e n tin a , C h ile , B o li­
v ia , E cuador and U ru g u a y . These in c lu d e  the  m a jo r coun tries  
w ith  o ve r th re e  fo u r th s  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f L a t in  A m erica . The 
la rgest, B ra z il, proposed Jan. 12 th a t th e  O AS conference recog­
n ize C uba’s r ig h t  to  h e r R e vo lu tio n  and w o rk  o u t a p la n  fo r  
co-exis tence w ith  it.

B u t th a t was re jec ted  and K ennedy  is t r y in g  to  fo rce  h is  p o lic y  
do w n  th e  th ro a ts  o f L a tin  A m e rica n  p o lit ic ia n s  w ho  k n o w  th a t to  
be associated w ith  the  U.S. in  an im p e r ia lis t adve n tu re  is to  lose 
w h a t p o p u la r su p p o rt th e y  m a y  have.

(Continued from Page 1)
tisements fo r  strikebreakers in  lo ­
cal papers. An in junction  lim ited  
e ffective p icketing by Lodge 1717 
and the line  was breached M on­
day morning, Jan. 8, by scabs un­
der police escort.

A  resolution ca lling  fo r support 
to  the strikers from  the entire la ­
bor movement was passed Jan. 8 
by the b ig Westinghouse Local 107 
of the independent U nited Elec­
tr ic a l W orkers and given w ide 
pub lic ity . Jan. 10 the c ity ’s A F L - 
CIO Central Council met and rec­
ommended tha t Yale and Towne 
strikers have a “ solid”  p icket line 
in  spite of the in junction .

Joseph T. K e lly , secretary o f the 
council, said union leaders w ould 
be asked to send members to back 
up the strikers and that employers 
throughout the c ity  could expect 
“ d isruption in  th e ir p lants”  as a 
result, i f  Yale and Towne kept 
rec ru iting  scabs.

The next m orning, the Yale and 
Towne strikers ignored the in junc ­
tion  and 30 were arrested. That 
afternoon, about 100 union leaders 
—  includ ing  representatives o f the 
A F L -C IO  Council, the Teamsters, 
the UE, the Longshoremen, and 
the A F L-CIO M aritim e  Trades 
P ort Council —  demonstrated at 
the office of M ayor Richardson 
D ilw o rth , demanding he te ll the 
company to stop recru iting  s trike ­
breakers.

A fte r the A F L -C IO  Council is­
sued an o ffic ia l call fo r mass p ick­
eting by a ll unions at the struck 
p lan t fo r Monday morning, Jan. 
15, D ilw o rth  appointed a “ citizen’s 
advisory committee”  to make rec­
ommendations fo r a settlement 
during  a tw o-w eek “ cooling o ff pe­
riod .”

The A FL-C IO  Council’s execu­
tive  board thereupon called o ff 
mass picketing and the company 
agreed to stop recru iting  additional 
strikebreakers, bu t i t  kept the 480 
i t  had already hired.

Lodge 1717, headed by president 
S a m  Lu tero tty , “ re luc tan tly ”  
agreed to the truce. I t  raises two 
problems fo r the strikers: 1)
W hat happens to the jobs fille d  
by the 480 scabs? and 2) W hat i f  
the citizens’ committee recom­
mends a settlement sacrific ing 
some of the local’s hard-won con­
ditions?

Yale and Towne’s attem pt at 
ou trigh t strikebreaking was sty­
mied by a display of labor solidar­
ity  unmatched in  Philadelphia 
since 1946.

The events also impinged on a 
development w ith in  the Teamsters 
Local 107 (not to be confused w ith  
107 of U .E .), where a campaign has 
been underway to take the big 
local out of the Teamsters and in ­
to the A FL-C IO .

A F L -C IO  advocates had called 
a mass meeting of local members 
fo r Sunday, Jan. 14. The meeting 
took place a fte r the A FL-C IO  
Council had accepted the M ayor’s 
plan fo r Yale and Towne. I t  was 
broken up by hecklers loyal to  the 
Teamsters, some o f whom shouted: 
“ Look how the A F L -C IO  sold out 
the Yale and Towne strike .”

Reinforcements
On Monday, Jan. 15, an o ffic ia l 

delegation from  Teamsters Local 
107 appeared at the Yale and 
Towne picket line  as “ observers”  
w ith  seven cars and seven sound 
trucks. Some of the trucks got 
stalled in  the p lan t entrances as the 
scabs —  hired before the truce —  
were entering.

L u te ro tty  has encouraged visits 
o f delegations from  other unions. 
The rank and file  of organized la ­
bor in  Philadelphia awaits the 
events of the next tw o weeks w ith  
high interest.

A dd itiona l lig h t was throw n on 
the company’s m otivation in  this 
s trikebreaking attem pt by an edi­
to ria l in  the Jan. 12 Philadelphia  
B u lle tin  w h ich  said:

“ Just about everyone concerned 
w ith  the fu tu re  economic health 
of the nation, from  President K en­
nedy on down, has stressed the 
necessity to check the rap id ly  in ­
creasing wage-cost spiral, and to 
at least l im it  i t  to increases in 
p roduc tiv ity  because of the rap id ly  
m ounting competitive pressures 
throughout the w orld  . . . The 
trouble is tha t the Am erican peo­
ple and so many public offic ia ls 
have become accustomed to this 
trend . . . tha t when a company 
or industry  makes a determined 
e ffo rt to hold the line, many peo­
ple and too many o ffic ia ls  are 
jo lted  . . .  a t the company’s ‘an ti­
labor attitude.’ ”

l iy  George Lavan
The two largest Communist Par­

ties outside the Soviet-Chinese 
bloc are those of Ita ly  and France. 
The French CP remains the most 
Stalinized of any of the Communist 
parties in  the capita list countries; 
the Ita lian  CP is where de-S ta lin- 
ization has proceeded the most 
rap id ly.

In  its Dec. 11 and 18 issues The 
M ilita n t reported the ferm ent 
w ith in  the Ita lian  CP and the ra is­
ing by the Ita lian  Young Com­
munists of the question of T ro tky ’s 
true role in Soviet history. Further 
in form ation and details on these 
developments have now become 
available.

O f considerable interest is the 
fact tha t Maurice Thorez, general 
secretary of the French CP, at the 
Nov. 25-27 meeting of his pa rty ’s 
central committee launched an at­
tack on Nuova Generazione, the 
newspaper of the Ita lian  Com­
m unist youth, fo r having raised 
the question of Trotsky and T ro t­
skyism. He berated them fo r not 
having waited fo r  the next con­
gress of the Soviet Communist 
P a rty  before opening such matters. 
T rotsky, he declared, had been a 
“ Menshevik”  and a mere “ fe llow  
trave le r”  of the October Revolu­
tion. That Thorez refrained from  
his form er epithets of “ spy”  and 
“ fascist h ire lin g ”  and lim ited  h im ­
self to  b e littlin g  terms shows that 
even he and the French CP have 
been affected by the 22nd Con­
gress.

Because the CP is the biggest 
pa rty  in  Ita ly  and developments 
w ith in  i t  are national news, the 
whole Ita lia n  press has been g iv ­
ing considerable attention to news 
about T rotsky. Thus Nata lia  T ro t­
sky’s le tte r to the Soviet govern­
ment, requesting an investigation 
of the Moscow T ria ls  and the sub­
sequent assassination of her hus­
band, and the call o f the Fourth  
In ternationa l fo r an internationa l 
commission of in qu iry  in to  the 
same matters were im portan t news 
stories throughout Ita ly .

Paese Sera, Communist Party  
evening paper, reported the pro­
posal fo r an internationa l com­
mission in  its Nov. 4 issue, sum­
m ing up in  its fin a l paragraph as 
fo llows: “ Among the workers’
movements w hich w ould be repre­
sented on the commission of in ­
qu iry , the Fourth  In ternationa l 
names — as fa r as Western Europe 
is concerned —  the PCI [Com­
m unist P arty  of I ta ly ] ,  PSI [So­
c ia lis t P arty  of I ta ly ] and the 
TUS, the B ritish  labor federation. 
On the other hand its asks the 
presence of the Chinese Com­
munists (bu t not the A lbanians). 
No reference is made to the French 
Communist Party .”

L ’A van ti, newspaper of the PSI, 
next day devoted a fu l l  page to 
the same story, N atalia T ro tsky ’s 
le tte r to Moscow and a discussion 
o f Khrushchev’s statements at the 
22nd Congress —  a ll under a big 
headline w hich read, “ Then T ro t­
sky Was R ight.”

I l  Corriere della Sera, one of 
I ta ly ’s da ily  papers, on Nov. 12 
reported a press conference of 
L iv io  Maitan, spokesman fo r the 
Ita lian  Trotskyists, as follows:

“  ‘We o ff ic ia lly  ask the Com­
m unist P arty  and the Socialist 
Party  to undertake the in itia tive  of
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French Communist leader 
M aurice Thorez was angered 
when Ita lia n  Communist youth  
proposed an objective study of 
Trotsky’s views.

an in te rnationa l in q u iry  w hich 
w ould  cast fu l l  lig h t on the Mos­
cow T ria ls  of 1935 and 1936 and 
the assassination of Leon T rotsky; 
i f  the two parties accept our pro­
position the verd ic t w i l l  be tha t of 
the w orkers’ movement and i t  
w ould thus be demonstrated tha t a 
new atmosphere exists w ith in  the 
M arx is t parties.’ I t  is thus that 
L iv io  Maitan, member of the In ­
ternational Secretariat of the 
Fourth  In ternationa l and d irector 
of the magazine Fourth  In te rna­
tional, concluded his press confer­
ence on the rehab ilita tion  o f T ro t­
sky and the vic tim s of S talin ism  
th is  evening at the Palazzo M a- 
r ig n o li press association salon . . . 
A t L iv io  M aitan ’s press conference 
were present numerous young peo­
ple from  the Federation of Com­
m unist Youth in  Rome, who openly 
approved by applause the speak­
er’s analyses and demands. That 
fact holds a certain interest in  the 
sense tha t i t  confirm s tha t in  the 
ranks of the Communist Party, in 
youth circles, there exists an im ­
portant ferm ent against the policy 
o f T og lia tti and the current PCI 
leadership. Also present were 
numerous adherents of the le ft 
w ing  of the young socialist move­
ment, which now constitutes one 
of the currents w ith  the most 
w eight w ith in  the PSI.”

I I  Messaggero, an im portant 
da ily  paper in  Rome, commented 
(Nov. 12): “ I t  is d if f ic u lt  to  say 
w hat developments the action of 
the Trotskyists w i l l  be able to 
b ring  about. I t  is in  any case sig­
n ifican t tha t in  its last issue the 
weekly paper o f the young Com­
munists raised the issue of T ro t­
sky’s rehab ilita tion  and tha t upon 
being questioned on this point, 
T og lia tti s im ply replied tha t he 
had not read the artic le  in  ques­
tion.”

Several days la ter in  Rome there 
was a public meeting on the 22nd 
Congress addressed by Basso, a

PSI leader and Ingrao a member 
of the PCI secretariat. A  large 
audience of Socialist and Com­
m unist workers attended. A fte r 
the speeches o f Basso and Ingrao, 
L iv io  M aitan asked fo r the floor. 
He was granted tim e under a spe­
cial po in t of order a fte r the cha ir­
man had consulted Ingrao who 
im m ediate ly gave his assent. W hile  
M aitan was speaking some persons 
in the rear of the ha ll began to 
make noise. A  member of the audi­
ence shouted “ S talin ists”  at them 
and im m ediately silence was re­
established and M aitan was able 
to fin ish  his remarks.

Paese Sera, the Communist Par­
ty  evening newspaper, next day 
reported the debate under the fo l­
low ing  headlines: “ Last N igh t at 
Headquarters of the Socialist C ir­
cle the Basso-Ingrao Debate on 
22nd Congress. The Two po litica l 
Leaders Examined the New Per­
spectives Opened by the Sessions 
in  Moscow —  P artic ipa tion  by a 
T ro tskyis t Leader.”

The artic le  itse lf said: “ Among 
the remarks from  the audience, 
we shall mention only fo r the sake 
of b rev ity  those of M aitan, leader 
o f the Roman T ro tsky is t group, 
Bandiera Rossa . . .

A t a Dec. 1 press conference, 
Pajetta, another member o f the 
PCI secretariat was asked about 
the possibilities of T ro tsky ’s re ­
hab ilita tion . He replied:

“ A lready today in  the Soviet 
Union when T ro tsky is discussed 
no reference is made to those ac­
cusations of a c rim ina l character 
w hich at a certain po in t served to 
ju s tify  the condemnation o f the 
Trotskyists. Now, i f  by rehab ilita ­
tion  you mean establishing that 
T ro tsky was a revo lu tion is t who 
had no connections w ith  the im ­
perialist? fo r a c rim ina l act against 
the USSR, I  th in k  tha t th is prob­
lem is not only posed, but th a t i t  
is, in  fact, already settled.

“ B u t i f  you raise another prob­
lem, namely po litica l rehab ilita ­
tion, m ainta in ing that T ro tsky was 
correct in  his position opposed to 
the po licy of the Soviet and o f 
Stalin, we th in k  tha t T ro tsky was 
wrong on a whole series of issues 
on w hich he was p o lit ica lly  defeat­
ed —  before the im position o f the 
c rim ina l characterization. For ex­
ample, he was wrong on the ques­
tion  of bu ild ing  socialism in  one 
country. On the other hand the 
party  and S ta lin  were righ t.

“ Nuova Generazione [w eekly 
paper of the Young Communists] 
posed the question in  a manner 
w hich we have critic ized fo r  ta k ­
ing up such an im portan t problem  
in  too precipitous and superfic ia l 
a fashion and in such a w ay tha t 
one can detect a desire to cause a 
scandal, in  the sense o f m aking an 
impression. In  the next issue of 
tha t weekly there is an artic le  
w hich poses the problem o f the 
po litica l struggle against T ro tsky­
ism, c learly separating the tw o 
things.

“ To sum up, the struggle against 
T ro tsky in  its essential p o litica l 
elements was correct, even if, a fte r 
a certain time, i t  was conducted 
in  pa rt w ith  methods which v io la t­
ed socialist lega lity .”

(More next week)
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Letters from Our ReadersProtection Against Model-T Bomb?
B y  A r t  Pre is

I  have jus t read the Defense 
Departm ent’s new civil-defense 
booklet, “ Fa llou t Protection, W hat 
to K now  and Do A bout Nuclear 
A ttack.”  The New Y ork  Times on 
Dec. 31 published the entire  book­
le t as a New Year’s greeting to its 
readers. A fte r carefu l study of i t  
and reflection, I  have come to the 
conclusion tha t the on ly c iv ilian  
protection against an H -Bom b at­
tack is: A lw ays manage to be at 
least 1,000 miles away from  the 
po in t of explosion of any nuclear 
bu rs t —  and upw ind preferably.

M ind  you, I  am not arguing the 
correctness of the technical data in  
the booklet, as fa r as i t  goes. 
There are p lenty of competent 
scientists and experts who w il l  
uncover any technical flaw s and 
omissions in  the Kennedy adm inis­
tra tion ’s program to convince the 
Am erican people tha t an H-Bom b 
w ar need not be a to ta lly  u n m iti­
gated horror. May be some people 
ju s t m ight be able to save them­
selves i f  they dig down deep 
enough, duck down fast enough, 
and stay down long enough under 
the conditions set fo rth  in  the 
booklet. B u t tha t’s G im m ick No. 1,

This whole scheme fo r the con­
struction of fa llo u t shelters to pro­
tect the populace from  nuclear at­
tack is based on the premise that 
such an attack w il l  be lim ited  to 
missiles of no t more than fiv e - 
megaton power —  equivalent to a 
“ mere”  five  m illio n  tons of TNT 
going o ff in  one spot at one time.

Obsolete
B u t the latest nuclear weapons 

are to the five-m egaton H-bom b 
w hat the f irs t atom ic bomb tha t 
pulverized H iroshim a was to the 
previous TN T “ blockbusters”  of 
W orld  W ar I I .  A n y  nation tha t 
wants to wage a five-m egaton 
H -bom b w a r against the U.S. 
w ou ld  probably have to swipe 
them  f irs t from  our own S m ith­
sonian Ins titu tion . Who uses “ M o­
d e l-T ”  H-bombs anymore?

I  suspect, o f course, th a t even 
one o r tw o hundred five-m egaton 
nuclear bombs could reduce this 
nation to a few wandering, strag­
g ling  bands of th irs ty , starving, 
diseased and naked ind iv iduals 
w ho w ould die o ff in  very short 
order. B u t the fact is tha t the very 
f irs t  H -bom b test-exploded by the 
U nited States had already out­
moded the five-m egaton job.

On Dec. 25, 1953, New Y ork  
Times m ilita ry  analyst Hanson W. 
B a ldw in  disclosed tha t the f irs t 
hydrogen thermonuclear device, 
exploded by the U.S. on Eniwetok 
Island back in November 1952, had

T e ll ’Em I t ’s Good fo r the Crop
—  “ SAIGON, Vietnam, Jan. 11 —  
A  plan by United States offic ia ls 
to  ‘defoliate’ trees and bushes in  
South V ietnam  w ith  a chemical 
sprayed from  planes as a means 
of combating Communist gue rrilla  
operations has been delayed. The 
question of how to publicize th is 
fo rm  of chemical w arfare has held 
up the program fo r several weeks.”  
— The New York Times.

Progress in  C iv il Rights —  The
Defense Departm ent has issued a 
f irm  declaration tha t i t  w il l  not 
to lerate “ separate bu t equal”  fa ­
c ilities  in  federa lly subsidized fa l l­
out shelters.

D iv is ion  on R ight —  Hate-m on- 
ger George L inco ln  Rockwell has 
blasted the M cC arthyite magazine 
National Review, and says he has 
secured a block of stock which 
he ’l l  use to fig h t fo r a change of 
the magazine’s policies. He says 
i t ’s “ cowardly about the Jewish­
ness of Communism,”  i t  has two 
Jews on the staff, and “ openly 
boosts the tw o Jews, George So- 
kolsky — who helped M arx ism  in 
China —  and B a rry  Goldwater — 
who openly blasts segregation.”

President Kennedy says you 
can beat fallout by digging a 
hole. This demonstrator at the 
U N  says a surer w ay is to scrap 
the bomb.

the explosive power of more than 
five  m illion  tons of TNT. This 
compared to the 15,000 to 20,000- 
ton power of the tw o  orig ina l A - 
bombs tha t had obliterated H iro ­
shima and Nagasaki in  August 
1945. The la tte r “ p rim itive ”  wea­
pons had brought death to 200,000 
and in ju ry  and rad ia tion sickness 
to as many more.

On February 17, 1954, Congress­
man W. S terling Cole, Chairman 
o f the House-Senate Jo in t A tom ic 
Energy Committee, confirm ed 
B a ldw in ’s disclosure and fu rth e r 
revealed tha t the hydrogen device 
detonated 17 months before had 
“ completely obliterated the test 
island in  the Eniwetok a to ll”  and 
“ tore a cavity  in  the floo r o f the 
ocean —  a crater a fu l l  m ile  in  
diam eter and 175 feet in  depth at 
its  lowest point.”

On March 1, 1954, the Atom ic 
Energy Commission pub lic ly  re ­
ported an “ atomic device”  had 
been exploded in  m id-Pacific  tests. 
Only 10 days la ter did the AEC ad­
m it tha t 28 Am erican Technicians 
and 236 M arshall Islands inhab­
itants, believed to be at a safe 
distance from  the B ik in i test area, 
“ had been unexpectedly exposed to 
some rad ia tion .”  F ina lly , the As­
sociated Press on March 16 re­
ported tha t a Japanese fish ing 
boat, the Lucky Dragon, had re­
turned to port w ith  23 men covered

The American Way —  “ A tto r­
ney General John J. O’Connell 
charged today tha t unscrupulous 
builders were constructing fa llo u t 
shelters tha t were so fa r from  
being bom b-proof that they leaked 
a fte r the f irs t ra in .”  — From  a 
Jan. 11 O lym pia, Wash., UPI dis­
patch.

Guam Petition —  A  resolution 
introduced in  the Guam te rrito ria l 
legislature Jan. 9 called upon 
President Kennedy and the U.S. 
Congress to provide fo r the elec­
tion of Guam’s governor. The res­
o lu tion said i t  was “ somewhat in ­
su lting”  that the governor’s office 
was fil le d  by the president of the 
U.S. “ w ithou t consulting the w il l  
of the people of Guam.”

Assim ila ting Cuban Exiles—F lo r­
ida politic ians have provoked 
strong controversy w ith  the is­
suance of a new $157 m illion  F lo r­
ida Turnp ike  bond deal. Financed 
by the taxpayers, the bonds w il l  
give wealthy investors a tax-free  
re tu rn  of nearly five  per cent an­
nually. The M iam i Herald  reports: 
“ Surpris ingly, some of the heavi­
est ind iv idua l buying came from  
w ealthy Cubans —  non-resident 
aliens of the Sunshine State and

w ith  radiation burns received 
when “ snow w hite ashes”  fe ll on 
them 90 minutes after the blast at 
a spot 80 miles d istant from  the 
test point. One fisherman died a 
week later.

On March 17, “ Congressional 
sources”  at last confessed tha t the 
thermonuclear blast at B ik in i was 
not of the orig ina lly-p lanned five - 
megaton force bu t equivalent to an 
unexpected power of tw elve m il­
lion  to fourteen m illion  tons of 
TNT. Moreover, the deadly rad ia ­
tions of the B ik in i H -bom b had 
spread 1,600 miles. The fear and 
shock tha t spread around the 
w orld  at these ghastly revelations 
were not allayed when President 
Eisenhower on March 24 admitted 
“ tha t something must have slipped 
at the recent hydrogen explosion 
in  the Pacific w hich surprised and 
astonished scientists.”  (Associated 
Press.)

The House of Commons in 
England on March 23, 1954, was 
then treated to the grotesque spec­
tacle of Prim e M in is te r W inston 
C hurch ill b lubbering in  sheer fu n k  
when he spoke of the “ stupendous 
problems and perils”  of the new 
H-bomb. “ H is voice breaking w ith  
emotion and tears w e lling  in  his 
eyes”  was how the M arch 24 New 
Y ork Herald Tribune  described 
the th ick-skinned old war-horse 
of B ritish  im peria lism  who had 
im peturbably sent m illions to the ir 
death fo r the g lory of the Empire, 
as he now contemplated the fate 
of England, inc lud ing its ru lin g  
class, in  a thermonuclear w ar. U n­
derstandably, as the Tribune’s 
London correspondent reported, 
C hurch ill was “ ra ther unstable, 
and d id not have h im self w e ll in 
hand.”

The U.S. m ilita ry  authorities 
since then have boasted of the ir 
20-megaton and 25-megaton H - 
bombs. O nly a few months ago, 
the U.S. press fe a rfu lly  reported 
the explosion of a 57-megaton 
H -bom b by the Khrushchev re­
gime in  the Soviet Union.

To o ffe r any sort o f shelter pro­
gram to save the Am erican people 
from  to ta l disaster in  the event of 
an up-to-date nuclear attack is 
the cruelest of deceptions. B u t the 
shelter program does make sense 
under one condition: i f  the U.S. 
po litica l and m ilita ry  leaders plan 
to attack firs t. I f  that is the ir 
scheme then they m ight be toying 
w ith  the idea tha t by an over­
whelm ing in it ia l s trike  they could 
so l im it  another nation ’s power of 
re ta lia tion  that a shelter program 
m ight ju s t barely save a few m il­
lion  persons.

the U.S. L ike  many U.S. investors 
w ith  he fty  portfo lios, they ap­
preciate the tax-free  angle o f the 
tu rnp ike  bonds.”

Socialized Medicine, Anyone? —
A  month’s supply of 20 ora l con­
traceptive p ills  sells in  New Y ork 
drug stores at prices ranging from  
$2.50 to $3.75. In  Great B rita in , 
under the National H ealth Service, 
the 20 p ills  are sold fo r 28 cents.

More Carrying Capacity? — Ac­
cording to the United States M u ­
n ic ipa l News, the c ity  of Chicago, 
a fte r a s ix-m onth test, has given 
up compact cars fo r police w ork  
because “ they detract from  the 
image of the police o ffice r as an 
image of strength and authority .”  
A fte r recent revelations about the 
organized police burg la ry  ring  in 
Chicago w hich used patrol cars to 
haul away the loot, we wonder i f  
there wasn’t another reason fo r 
getting rid  of the compacts.

Fact of the Week —  “ We have 
come to realize tha t in troduction 
of automation . . .  in  a given in ­
dustry may result in  displacement 
o f some workers.”  —  Robert J. 
Myers, U.S. Deputy Commissioner 
of Labor S tatistics.’

Plea from Mississippi
Jackson, Miss.

I  am running fo r the Congress 
o f the United States from  the 
Fourth  Congressional D is tric t of 
Mississippi.

M y campaign workers and I  are 
severely handicapped in  th is  un ­
dertaking, bu t we are determined 
to free the Mississippi Negro from  
his po litica l subjugation. We view  
this as an aboslutely necessary 
prerequisite to solutions o f the ec­
onomic, educational and housing 
d ifficu ltie s  which a ff lic t our en­
tire  people, Negro and w h ite  alike.

One tool, v ita l to our task, is 
not available; the vote. We must 
have the vote; we must have i t  
now!

The C iv il Rights Commission in  
its V oting Report’s very f irs t rec­
ommendation advised the Congress 
that the enactment o f a b i l l  to 
abolish a ll po ll tax and lite racy 
tests to e ffective ly  extend the 
franchise to every Am erican c it­
izen 21 years of age and older 
was an absolute and immediate 
necessity.

We have sent a le tte r to every 
Congressman and Senator asking 
them to in itia te  and support this 
recommendation. However, we 
feel tha t pressure from  Congres­
sional D istricts in  which the Negro 
constitutes a heavy percentage of 
the vo ting  population is needed.

We are asking your paper to 
a le rt a ll the citizens of your area 
to the urgency of our demand fo r 
the r ig h t to vote now! We are 
asking them to petition the ir Con­
gressman immediately.

R.L.T. Smith

Brightening Our Day
Chicago, 111.

Many thanks to The M ilita n t 
and its s ta ff fo r the excellent in ­
terpreta tion of the news —  en­
lightening and refreshing. The 
facts fo r a change.

Enclosed is $3 fo r an extension 
of m y subscription and a belated 
$2 contribution toward the w elfare 
of your fine  paper.

F.M.

Kennedy's Speech
San Diego, Calif.

I am a new reader, only two 
issues so far, and I w ant to con­
gratulate you on your very fine  
paper.

The fo llow ing  is m y own an­
alysis of certain parts of President 
Kennedy’s State of the Union ad­
dress.

In  the address he brought out 
very pointedly tha t the United 
States, the American w orker, our 
entire  economic structure, can ex­
pect no loya lty  or consideration 
whatever from  our m igh ty  in ­
dustrialists. He warned tha t should 
the Common M arket of Europe 
exclude or greatly cut down our 
exports by erecting impenetrable 
ta riffs , our factory owners would 
have no other choice bu t to p ick 
up and move out o f th is country 
fo r greener pastures and leave 
m illions of workers here stranded 
and unemployed. I t  w ould not 
s im ply be a case of a few  ru n ­
away shops, but of a mass exodus 
from  these shores. And Kennedy 
is more than r ig h t in  m aking that 
assumption.

B u t on the other side of the 
fence, the workers, the unions — 
w hat does Kennedy ask o f them? 
He asks loya lty  and consideration 
in  placing the needs of the na­
tion  above personal needs. What 
the unions should do, according 
to the president, is to use the 
“ test of public interest”  in  a ll 
bargaining fo r wage increases and 
other benefits tha t m ight raise 
costs or otherwise create in fla tion.

President Kennedy knows the

m ind of big business and high 
finance better than to waste his 
breath on them in  any supplica­
tion. He knows fu l l  w e ll tha t they 
have no loya lty  to th is country 
or any other when patrio tism  in ­
terferes w ith  p ro fits . B u t the 
workers, those poor confused 
souls, constantly b linded by fla g - 
w aving from  above, le t them yank 
in  the ir belts fo r hard times and 
sagging exports.

Again and again throughout his 
speech, Kennedy stressed the iron 
law  of capitalism  —  our economy 
m ust expand, our industries must 
export. I t  brings to m ind the s h r ill 
scream of Adolph H it le r: “ We
must export or die!”

C.C.

For Left Unity
H ollywood, Calif.

Enclosed please fin d  check fo r 
$2 to cover a s ix-m onth  subscrip­
tion to The M ilita n t. I  f in d  i t  ex­
cellent and in fo rm ative  and look 
fo rw ard  to each issue.

In  the Dec. 4 issue you had an 
a rtic le  by H a rry  R ing in  w hich he 
w rites about a movement fo r  “ le ft-  
w ing  u n ity .”  This is surely w ha t 
we need. By un iting  a ll the libe ra l 
and le ft-w in g  groups we could 
ca rry  much more w eight in  the 
fu tu re  decisions of our govern­
ment. R igh t now we are ineffec­
tua l because we are so splintered, 
stressing differences ra ther than 
a main objective. B u t how to go 
about it?  I  wonder i f  any of your 
readers can give us some sug­
gestions?

Best wishes fo r 1962 and fo r the 
cause of real fredom, not the Ken­
nedy adm in istra tion ’s idea of free­
dom.

E.L.

Truth and the Press
Nottingham, England

M arve l Scholl has certa in ly  suc­
ceeded, in  her recent review  of 
The Press, by A. J. L ieb ling , in  
w hetting  one’s appetite fo r the 
w hole book. I hope i t  w il l  soon 
be published over here.

The w ork ing  newspaperman 
reads such books w ith  special in ­
terest. Some of us wonder, fo r 
example, i f  the w rite rs  are aware 
that many journa lis ts  are as sin­
cerely devoted to the tru th  as 
themselves. I  know  newspapermen 
(inc lud ing  one or tw o editors) 
who are fa r more concerned w ith  
the objective presentation of news 
and the fa ir  representation of 
views than w ith  considerations of 
p ro f it or po litica l motive. And 
po litica l motive, as we a ll know, 
can be jus t as conducive to bias 
as a preoccupation w ith  p ro fit.

B u t the reader, too, must make 
an e ffo rt. He should try  to dis­
crim inate, bu t not confine him self 
to one newspaper. I look fo rw ard  
to m y weekly copy o f The M il i­
tant, bu t i t  is one of many news­
papers of d iffe ren t views tha t 
come in to  m y house. I  cannot, 
however, cla im  to read everything 
in  every one.

James Brennan

A Nomination for '64
San Francisco, Calif.

How long has i t  been since the 
Socialist W orkers P arty  has run  
a Negro fo r president or vice 
president?

For SWP vice-presidentia l can­
didate in  1964, I  nominate Robert 
F. W illiam s, m ilita n t Southern 
Negro leader who has been forced 
to seek refuge in  Cuba from  F B I 
persecution.

His candidacy w ould dramatize 
SWP opposition to w hite  suprem­
acy and F B I harrassment of ra ­
dicals, and w ould emphasize SWP 
support fo r the Cuban revolution.

J.C.

Thought for the Week
“ We know that anyone who supports, apologize for, condones, ra ­

tionalizes or w inks at colonialism  or im peria lism  in  any guise is no 
fr iend  of the c iv il-r ig h ts  movement in  the United States, because in  the 
showdown we won’t be able to count on him .”  —  A fro -A m erican  cor­
respondent W illiam  W orthy, speaking at a Dec. 28 Philadelphia F a ir 
P lay fo r Cuba ra lly .

It  W as Reported in the  Press

Kennedy's Shelter Program


