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Reactionary Dominican Deal 
Gets Kennedy’s Blessings

B y  H a rry  B in g

DEC. 27 —  President Kennedy 
had good reason fo r vigorously 
endorsing the “ compromise”  solu­
tion  to the Dominican crisis o f­
fered by T ru jillo -appo in ted  Presi­
dent Balaguer and sw iftly  en­
dorsed by “ opposition”  leader 
V ir ia to  F iallo. The agreement as­
sures the continued power of the 
Dominican arm y which was the 
backbone of T ru jil lo ’s 31-year d ic­
tatorship. And th a t’s good enough 
fo r Kennedy whose only real con-

Portugese Rule 
Smashed in Goa

Jaw aharlal Nehru

By Fred Halstead

The government o f Prim e M in ­
is te r Jaw aharla l Nehru, respond­
ing  to anti-co lon ia l sentiment in  
Ind ia , as w e ll as throughout A f ­
rica  and Asia, began expelling the 
Portuguese from  Goa Dec. 18. The 
last foreign colony on the Ind ian 
sub-continent was under Ind ian  
contro l in  a m atter of hours.

Ind ian troops poured in to  Goa 
and the tw o sm aller enclaves of 
Damaou and D iu , a ll on the west 
coast of India, to the cheers of lo ­
cal residents. They met on ly token 
resistance from  the out-numbered 
and outgunned Portuguese g a rr i­
son. Reporters agreed tha t casual­
ties were either non-existent or 
ve ry  s light on the Ind ian  side, and 
ve ry  s light on the Portuguese side 
as well.

This was a fa r d iffe ren t out­
come from  tha t in  August, 1955 
when the Ind ian government, after 
e ight years of try in g  to reason 
w ith  the Portuguese colonialists, 
sanctioned a display of non-vio lent 
persuasion according to the teach­
ings of Mahatma Ghandi.

A t tha t time, unarmed Indians 
made a mass march in  Goa and 
were sim ply mowed down by gun­
f ire  by the Portuguese security 
forces. The w orld  was shocked. 
Ind ia  broke o ff d ip lom atic re la ­
tions w ith  Portugal, but the col­
onial regime remained. I t  m ain­
tained in  Goa the same police state 
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cern is to thw a rt the rise of a gen­
uine opposition which would lead 
the Dominican people along the 
Cuban road o f revo lu tionary a n ti- 
im perialism .

Kennedy had good reason to 
fear such a development. The 
dram atic eleven-day Dominican 
general strike — longest in t ie  
country ’s h istory — aimed not 
only at toppling the haled Bala­
guer, but ending a reactionary so­
cial order of g rind ing poverty and 
oppression.

For the time being such a de­
velopment has been stymied. A ll 
three opposition groups of any 
significance w ith in  the country — 
F ia llo ’s Nation C ivic Union, the 
14th of June Movement and the 
Dominican Revolutionary P arty  — 
are going along w ith  Balaguer’s 
crooked deal.

“ Undesirables”

A taste of the “ democracy”  to 
come was offered w ith  the Do­
minican regime’s o ffic ia l con firm ­
ation Dec. 22 that i t  had drawn 
up a lis t o f “ undesirables”  among 
a n ti-T ru jil lo  exiles who w ould not 
be perm itted to re-enter the coun­
try . The Dominican Student Fed­
eration charged tha t the lis t was 
actually drawn up by Washington. 
This was substantiated by one 
exile who traveled across a good 
part o f the globe to get back home. 
He to ld  th is reporter tha t when 
he arrived in  New Y ork he found 
that the U. S. had handed a ir and 
sea transport lines a lis t o f Do­
minicans who were not to be 
given passage home. His name 
was on the list.

W ith  th is k ind  o f a setup, i t ’s 
easy to see w hy Kennedy has 
pledged s w ift action to assure re ­
moval of OAS sanctions against 
the Dominican Republic and to 
pump dollars in to  the pockets of 
the is land’s ru lers by tu rn ing  over 
to them the sugar quota taken 
away from  Cuba.

The very  terms of Balaguer’s 
“ compromise”  mock the demo- 
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American People 
Not Consulted

B y  George Lavan
W ithout consulting Congress, 

w ithou t even in fo rm ing  the Am er­
ican people, President Kennedy 
has throw n U. S. troops in to  the 
c iv il w ar raging in  South Vietnam.

A lready American soldiers have 
been k ille d  and wounded. F irs t 
reported casualty was an unnamed 
enlisted man k illed  in action on 
Dec. 22. The flag-draped co ffin  
bearing his corpse should soon be 
a rr iv in g  somewhere in  the U . S. 
This may w e ll be the firs t in  a 
long series of shipments fo r buria l 
at home which became such a 
fa m ilia r aspect of Am erican life  
during the Korean war.

3 Wounded

Other casualties of the firs t few  
days of Am erica ’s concealed en­
try  in to  the South V ietnam c iv il 
w ar include three American sol­
diers wounded in action on Dec. 
23.

An almost unbelievable aspect 
of the U. S. role in  South V ie t­
nam’s w ar has been the “ coopera­
tion ”  of the U. S. press in  conceal­
ing the facts from  the American 
people.

Washington has been supplying 
gigantic quantities of arms and 
large detachments of m ilita ry  ad­
visors and instructors to the cor­
ru p t and bru ta l d ictatorship in  
South V ietnam fo r the past six

IT ’S B E G IN N IN G  A G A IN . W hen Mrs. Carm en Salcido’s tw o  
sons returned to Chicago from  the Korean W ar, only one, A rth u r  
(1 )  was alive. Mrs. Salcido weeps at the casket of the other, 
Arm ando, one of the 140, 000 U . S. casualties in  T rum an’s “police 
action. ” N ow  Kennedy is com m itting U . S. troops to combat w ith ­
out consent of Congress or the Am erican people. This tim e i t  is 
in  South V ietnam .

years, bu t only th is month has it 
actually ordered U. S. troops in to 
combat areas.

In  plunging the U. S. in to the 
c iv il w ar in  Korea, T rum an v io ­
lated the Constitution, w hich says 
Congress must vote a declaration

Colorado Unionist Takes On 
Opponents of Free Speech

By Tom  Leonard
COLORADO SPRINGS, Dec. 23 

—  Sam Gadd, secretary-treasurer 
o f the Colorado Springs Area La ­
bor Council (A F L -C IO ), has be­
come the target of local w itch - 
hunlers because of his defense of 
free speech.

Two weeks ago Gadd, a form er 
newspaperman, pub lic ly  chal­
lenged a decision by Orion C. 
Shockly, superintendent of School 
D is tr ic t 12, denying Denver A t­
torney H a rry  N ier, Chairman of 
the Colorado F a ir P lay fo r Cuba 
Committee, the rig h t to show col­
or slides of Cuba to local h igh 
school students. N ie r had been in -

New York Picket Line Raps 
Kennedy's Buildup in Berlin

NEW YORK, Dec. 23 —  Pickets 
mobilized by the Labor-Negro 
Vanguard Conference today dem­
onstrated before the West German 
Consulate in  protest against the 
brinkm anship of the Kennedy ad­
m in is tra tion  over the B e rlin  issue.

Signs carried on the picket line 
read: “ No W ar Over B e rlin ” ; “ La ­
bor Demands Jobs, Not W ar” ; 
“ Beware o f Nazis in  the German 
Government and T he ir U. S. Sup­
porters. ”

A  lea fle t d istributed to passers- 
by explained the purpose of the 
demonstration and declared: “ I t  is 
tim e fo r  the labor movement, the 
Negro and other m inorities and 
the youth, who are h it  f irs t by 
m ilita riza tion , to be heard from  — 
and listened to! Le t the w il l  of 
the Am erican people decide such 
basic policy, as w ar o r peace. A nd 
le t th e ir opinions be carried out 
so there w il l  be NO W AR OVER 
B E R LIN ! ”

A  well-dressed man w ith  a 
B ritish  accent stopped to ask,

“ W hat the deuce is this? ”  When 
shown the leafle t he said, “ I  can 
support tha t, ”  and jo ined the 
p icket line.

Among the demonstrators were 
H uldah C lark, a 14-year-old g ir l 
who has been studying in  Moscow 
fo r three months, and her father 
W illia m  C la rk  of Newark, N. J. 
M r. C lark, a laborer, reaffirm ed 
to reporters his statement of last 
September tha t he was sending 
his daughter “ away from  J im  
Crowism and lynching”  when he 
accepted Prem ier Khrushchev’s in ­
v ita tion  to Negro parents to send 
the ir ch ildren to the Soviet Union 
fo r schooling.

H uldah said she w ould have 
been in  the n in th  grade at home 
but was so fa r behind by Soviet 
standards tha t she was pu t in  the 
s ix th  grade there. She studies 
algebra, physics, chemistry, b io l­
ogy, h istory and the Russian lan­
guage. Home to spend Christmas 
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v ited to appear by the Cheyenne 
M ountain H igh School Spanish 
Club.

Gadd’s reaction was to picket 
the H igh School and circulate a 
leafle t protesting th is in fringe ­
ment on “ freedom of in q u iry . ”  The 
leafle t stated tha t extrem ist r ig h t- 
w ing  views were provided a p la t­
fo rm  in the school and tha t N ie r’s 
views, on Cuba, even though un­
popular, should be given a hear­
ing. I t  also said, “ Academic free­
dom cannot tolerate th is double 
standard. Pro and Con, le ft and 
r ig h t —  the student must have 
opportunities to learn something 
o f a ll sides, else how shall he be 
able to weigh the life  and death 
questions w hich the whole w o rld  
is asking these days? I  fo r one 
have confidence in  the open minds 
o f students — not in the censor­
ship of one man. ”

Example

An example of w hat Gadd was 
ta lk ing  about took place an hour 
before he started to picket. Chap­
la in  Barnes (Captain, USN, re ­
tired ) of the notorious Christian 
A nti-C om m unist Crusade w a s  
given the p la tfo rm  to address 
Cheyenne M t. H igh School stu­
dents at a compulsory school as­
sembly.

As a fu rth e r protest against 
Shockly’s ru ling , Gadd made his 
home available fo r a public meet­
ing fo r  N ie r to show his slides. 
Despite threatening phone calls, 
includ ing one to bomb the house, 
the meeting w ent on as scheduled 
and 90 persons attended including 
40 students.

The public attack on Sam Gadd 
could be expected since Colorado 
Springs is notorious as the center 
of rig h t-w in g  views in  the Rocky 
M ountain area. However, the fact 
tha t some Union o ffic ia ls  are 
cap itu lating to th is pressure poses 
a serious threat to organized labor 
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of war. His device was to declare 
i t  was not a w ar bu t a "police ac­
tion . ”  B u t Trum an at least in ­
formed the nation of the action he 
was taking. Neither Kennedy nor 
any adm inistration figu re  has as 
yet inform ed the Am erican people 
about the fa te fu l decision in  South 
Vietnam.

The only in fo rm ation  about the 
decision to intervene in  the South 
V ietnam  figh ting  came in  a story 
emanating from  Washington Dec. 
19. Though obviously fro m  the 
Pentagon, the in fo rm ation  was 
“ unattribu ted , ”  i.  e., no names of 
o ffic ia ls releasing the news were 
given. The United Press’  t in y  dis­
patch, fo r example, described its  
in fo rm ant only as “ a source here, ”  
w h ile  the New Y ork Times re ­
ferred to “ o ffic ia ls  here”  and, in  
a la ter ed ito ria l endorsing the ac- 
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Black Muslim 
Wins Release

T roy X , the B lack M uslim  m in ­
ister of Monroe, Louisiana, w ho 
was sentenced to ten years im ­
prisonment on a charge o f c rim ­
ina l anarchy, has been released 
fo llow ing  a decision by a higher 
court.

P rinc ipa l evidence against h im  
had been a blackboard p icture  
taken from  the Monroe, L a „  
Temple of Islam. Beneath an 
Am erican flag i t  depicted a 
lynched Negro and the words, 
“ slavery, he ll and death. ”  Police 
had seized th is “ evidence”  when 
they burst in to  the m ilita n t re li­
gious sect’s place of worship and 
roughed up members o f the con­
gregation who protested.

Appeal Made

Hearing an appeal of the con­
v iction, D is tric t Judge Jesse S. 
Heard ru led tha t T roy X  was en­
titled  to a new tr ia l since the ev i­
dence against h im  had been illeg ­
a lly  seized by the police. State 
prosecutor A. P. Lassiter to ld  
newsmen th a t since the m ain ev i­
dence in the case had been dis­
allowed, he probably w ould not 
press charges again.

W hether or not charges w il l  
also be dropped against a number 
of other members of the B lack 
Muslims who —  a fte r being sub­
jected to racist police b ru ta lity  —  
were arrested on charges of as­
saulting the police, is not yet clear.

THE
MILITANT
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. . .  G I's In South Vietnam

VANCOUVER B. C., Dec. 14. — 
In  a rem arkable display of in ia - 
tive , tenacity and audacity some 
140 clet-ks and warehouse workers 
are ho ld ing solid in  the 23rd week 
o f a Strike against a m u lt i-m il­
lio n  do lla r company here despite 
strikebreakers, company violence, 
harassment by the police and 
courts and an in it ia l reluctance on 
the  |>art o f some leaders o f a llied 
unions to support the strike.

The workers, members of the 
Retail, Wholesale and Departm ent 
Store W orkers U nion A FL-C IO , 
s truck last Ju ly  14 fo r  a new 
contract at fo u r branches of Tay­
lo r, Pearson, and Carson L td ., a 
widespread appliance wholesaler 
in  Western Canada.

TPC o rig ina lly  pleaded “ in a b il­
i t y  to  pay”  and the workers de­
manded the company open the 
books. A n  aud it was secured by 
the union w hich revealed tha t the 
firm , w hich started 15 years ago 
w ith  a capita l o f $66, 000 is now 
w o rth  many m illions of dollars.

A lthough i t  was previously con­
sidered by the unions’ legal ad­
visors tha t extension of p icketing 
to unorganized branches of a chain

. . .  Goan Drive
(Continued from  Page 1) 

as in  Portugal, w hich is ru led by 
the  fascist d ictatorship of Salazar.

Th is time, the Ind ia  government 
acted in  a more responsible fash­
ion, w ith  greater respect fo r  hu­
m an life  and the wishes of its  
people, inc lud ing the Goan resi­
dents. I t  made carefu l m ilita ry  
preparations, b u ilt  up superior 
armed forces, and moved in  a de­
cisive and serious way. I t  had ev­
e ry  r ig h t to  do so.

Goa, w ith  an area about the size 
o f Rhode Island and one of the 
best harbors in  Asia, has a pop­
u la tion  of 600, 000. Less than 2, 000 
o f these people are of European 
o r even Eurasian orig in. The rest 
are Indians.

Four Centuries

The Portuguese occupied the en­
claves in  the 16th century and 
had held them  by  m ilita ry  force 
o r agreement w ith  other im peria l­
is t powers ever since. When Ind ia  
w on  independence from  B rita in  in  
1947, i t  began negotiations fo r the 
w ithd raw a l o f French and Por­
tuguese forces from  the enclaves 
they held. The French f in a lly  got 
ou t in  1954, b u t the Portuguese 
w ou ldn ’t  budge.

In  tile  U nited Nations, U . S. del­
egate A d la i Stevenson led the at­
tem pt to h a lt the Ind ian  action. 
He was supported in  the Security 
Council by  B rita in , France and 
T u rkey  —  N ATO  allies of P ortu ­
ga l —  b u t stopped by  a Soviet 
veto.

Stevenson and the B ritish  and 
French delegates declared tha t 
any attem pt to liberate colonies 
by  m ilita ry  means is a th reat to 
w o rld  peace. They d idn ’t  mention 
w ars to hold on to colonies, such 
as have been prosecuted, w ith  
genocidal violence, by B rita in  in  
Kenya, o r France in  A lgeria.

store was illegal, the strikers — 
from  the second week of the w a lk ­
out —  undertook this task. They 
are now p icketing some 20 branch­
es and the s trike  has become an 
organizing campaign fo r the whole 
chain.

On one occasion, tw o  days of 
hostilities at the picket lines re ­
sulted from  the attem pt of cer­
ta in  leaders of the Teamsters and 
Machinists to send members of 
the ir unions through the picket 
lines. These o ffic ia ls fin a lly  w ith ­
drew the ir members from  this 
activ ity , though the company may 
tem pt then to renew i t  at another 
time.

Helped Others

The strikers have assisted in 
tw o other strikes, one a t the B. F. 
Goodrich Rubber Co., where the 
rubber workers won a decisive 
v ic to ry  w ith  the aid of the TPC 
strikers. The TPC strikers also 
undertook to picket W oolworth 
stores in  Vancouver in  support of 
a strike by fe llow  unionists at the 
W oolworth store at P ort A lbe rn i, 
B. C. This has now been expanded 
in to  an organizational campaign 
in  the Vancouver W oolworth 
stores.

The province of B ritish  Colom­
bia has some of the w orst an ti­
union laws in  Canada or the U n it­
ed States. The Trades Union Act 
p roh ib its  the dissemination of in ­
form ation  about a strike  a t any 
place other than the struck com­
pany. Nevertheless, the strikers 
have d istributed over 150, 000 
pieces of lite ra ture , and many 
firm s  are refusing to do business 
w ith  TPC w h ile  the strike  is on.

The simple use of the words 
“ scab”  and “ strikebreaker”  by p ic­
kets has been used by the courts 
as basis fo r an in junction  l im it ­
ing  p icketing on the grounds of 
“ in tim ida tion . ”  Since the sixteenth 
week of the strike, th e re fo re , the 
workers have been legally lim ited  
to three pickets at each w are­
house. Ways and means to carry 
on in  spite o f a ll these d ifficu lties  
have been found, and are con­
stantly being explored, and the 
TPC strikers have even won the 
f irs t favorable court decision fo r 
labor in  th is province in  some 
years. This was a decision a llow ­
ing  p icketing of a ll branches of a 
chain store.

... Colo. Unionist
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in  the area. B u ild ing  Trades locals 
have w ithd raw n  th e ir percapita 
tax payments to the Labor Coun­
cil, thereby underm ining the f i ­
nancing of the organization. As a 
resu lt Gadd is faced w ith  a drastic 
pay cut w h ich  could make i t  im ­
possible to support his w ife  and 
three children. I f  persisted in, the 
B u ild ing  Trades local’s action 
w ould  u ltim a te ly  force h im  out of 
his union post.

Act of Protest

Gadd has issued a statement 
entitled  “ M y Position, ”  in  w hich 
he calls his action “ A  p riva te  act 
o f social protest. ”  The statement 
makes clear tha t he was acting as 
an ind iv idua l, not as a representa­
tive  o f the Colorado Springs Area 
Labor Council. A  second po in t he 
raises is tha t “ A lthough no con­
nection exists, i t  can nevertheless 
he said that labor should be con­
cerned in  cases of abridgement of 
freedom of speech and inqu iry , as 
a m atte r o f p rinc ip le  deeply in ­
vo lv ing  labor’s h istoric sympa­
thies. ”

A  th ird  po in t states tha t the 
whole development is “ obscured 
by phoney issues:  ‘communism’
and ‘adverse p u b lic ity ’ . ”

Trade unionists and others who 
w ould like  more in fo rm ation  can 
w rite  Sam Gadd, 927 S. Skyway, 
Colorado Springs, Colo.

M IN N EAPO LIS  —  The McCar- 
ran In te rna l Security Act, re q u ir­
ing  registration o f Communist 
P a rty  members, denies the righ t 
of a citizen to tr ia l by proper p ro­
cedures, said Prof. M u lfo rd  Q. 
Sibley of the U n ivers ity  of M in ­
nesota po litica l science depart­
ment Dec. 15.

S ibley, one of five  speakers at a 
panel discussion, sponsored by the 
T w in  Cities Labor Forum, on the 
question “ Should Labor Defend 
the Communist P a rty ’s Rights? ”  
said such legislation should be re ­
pealed. I t  brands a person as a 
c rim ina l type, he said, not because 
o f any crime committed by him, 
bu t m erely fo r membership in  a 
po litica l organization.

H enry M ayville , secretary of the 
Minnesota Committee to Defend 
the B il l  o f Rights, called fo r a 
united struggle fo r the defense of 
the c iv il liberties o f the Commu­
n ist Party. Joseph Johnson, Tw in  
C ities organizer o f the Socialist 
W orkers Party, offered the use of 
the SWP, local ha ll to the Com­
m unist Party  w h ile  i t  is under this 
attack. Luc ille  Olson, chairman of 
the U n ive rs ity  o f Minnesota So­
c ia lis t Club, emphasized the need 
fo r  the defense o f the r ig h t of 
po litica l dissent.

George Tselos, M inneapolis 
chairman of the Young Socialist 
A lliance warned of developing 
“ police state tendencies in  the 
United States. ”

Landlord in Detroit 
Hit By Rent Protest

DETROIT, Dec. 22 —  Protesting 
the high rents charged Negroes, 
a group o f tenants have refused 
to pay th e ir December rents. 
Charges have been brought against 
the group by the real-estate 
agency, and a ju ry  tr ia l is slated 
fo r January.

The protest centers about an 
apartm ent bu ild ing  at 3021 Roches­
ter, residence o f the defendants. 
U n til recently, i t  rented only to 
whites a t $65 to $80, depending 
on the size o f the apartment. A  
few  weeks ago, the bar against 
Negroes was lifted . Several Negro 
fam ilies moved in  and rents were 
raised $10 to $20.

S hortly  a fte r this, the real-estate 
agent came around, explained tha t 
the price quoted was a mistake 
and added yet another $5 to  $10. 
The tenants, both Negro and 
white, refused to  pay th is  and 
began to plan th e ir protest. State­
ments have been released to the 
press and radio. A fte r receiving 
summonses, the defendants and 
th e ir friends d istributed several 
thousand leaflets in  the neighbor­
hood, exp la in ing the case, and ask­
ing  fo r  support. S im ila r protests 
are reported to be fo rm ing  in  other 
parts o f the c ity.

Negro C ity  Councilman W illiam  
T. Patrick, Jr., to ld  the group that 
they had no legal case, since i t  is 
a m atter o f p riva te  property, but 
tha t the tenants’ fig h t must be a 
m oral one. The intentions o f the 
group are c learly indicated by the 
statement o f protest by co-chair­
man A r t  Fox: “ We w il l  stay u n til 
we are evicted, and when We are, 
we w il l  p icket th is  bu ild ing  and 
expose th is whole shabby busi­
ness. ”

(Continued from  Page 1) 
tion, to “ reticent A dm in istra tion  
sources. ”

F r o m  these adm inistration 
spokesmen h id ing  behind the cloak 
of anonym ity, the Times (Dec. 
20) reported: “ U. S. m ilita ry  men 
in  South V ietnam  were under­
stood today to be operating in  
battle  areas w ith  South V ie t­
namese forces tha t are figh ting  
Communist guerrillas.

“ A lthough the Americans, who 
are in  un ifo rm , are not engaged 
in  actual combat operations they 
are authorized to shoot back i f  
fired  upon. A bout 2, 000 A m eri­
cans in  un ifo rm  are in  South 
Vietnam, instead o f the o ffic ia lly  
reported 685 members of the 
m ilita ry  advisory group.

“ These soldiers are taking part 
in  tactical operations in  battle  
areas. O ffic ia ls  here are aware 
tha t the Am erican soldiers may 
be subject to attack by Commu­
nist guerrillas who are known as 
the V ie t Cong. . . .  The risk  of 
a shooting involvem ent must be 
accepted, o ffic ia ls  here believe, to 
strengthen the defense of Presi­
dent Ngo D inh Di em. . . .  ”

That U. S. soldiers accompany­
ing South Vietnamese troops in  
battle  w il l  be fired  upon is a fore­
gone conclusion. This country ’s 
big-business press may try  to w h ip  
up indignation at such “ Commu­
n ist aggression, ”  bu t the blame 
rests squarely on the U. S. offic ia ls

(Continued from Page 1)
cratic aspirations o f the D om in­
ican people. H is new seven-man 
ru lin g  Council of State w il l  hold 
power fo r at least a year, w ith  a 
“ pledge”  of elections at tha t time. 
He recessed —  bu t refused to dis­
solve —  the T ru jil lo  rubber- 
stamp Congress. Likewise, the 
Supreme C ourt justices appointed 
by the late ty ra n t cannot be re ­
moved by the new council.

As a face-saver fo r Washington, 
w hich sent gunboats to the Do­
m inican coast to save “ democ­
racy, ”  Balaguer says he w il l  re ­
sign when the OAS sanctions are 
lifte d  and tha t he w il l  be suc­
ceeded by Rafael Bonelli, vice 
president of the new council.

Who is Bonelli? New Y ork  
Times correspondent Juan de Onis 
(Dec. 24) described h im  as “ a 
w ealthy businessman”  and “ the 
representative of the opposition 
N ational C iv ic  Union who has had 
the most continuous personal con­
tact w i t h  General Rodriguez 
Echavarria. ”

This is the key to the “ com­
promise. ”  B one lli is O K  w ith  Ro­
driguez and Rodriguez, undisput­
ed commander of the armed forces, 
is the real power in  the Dom in­
ican regime. A nd he is a typ ica l 
product o f the T ru jil lo  tyranny 
tha t spawned him . Son of a T ru ­
j i l lo  senator, he owes his rise in  
the a ir force d irec tly  to his close 
friendship w ith  the late d ic ta tor’s 
playboy son, Rafael.

I t  was Rodriguez who tried  to 
smash the general s trike  w ith  tear 
gas, clubs, bayonets and guns, 
coupled w ith  fasc is t-like  declara­
tions of a struggle against “ com­
munism. ”

The Dominican people w il l  not

. . .  N. Y. Pickets
(Continued from  Page 1)

w ith  her fam ily , she expects to re ­
tu rn  to Moscow Jan. 12.

Television crews, rad io  and 
newspaper reporters covered the 
demonstration. I t  received pub lic ­
ity  on evening news broadcasts 
and in  the press.

The picket line  was supported 
by the Socialist W orkers Party  
and the Young Socialist A lliance.

People sympathetic to  the aims 
o f the Labor-Negro Vanguard 
Conference are asked to contact 
Clarence Coggins, provisional 
chairman, 18 Gardner Ave., Jersey 
C ity, N. J.

who are sending Am erican G I’s 
in to  the m idst o f an already rag­
ing battle.

The U. S. enlisted man k illed  
Dec. 22 was caught in  an ambush 
along w ith  three South Vietnamese 
soldiers also k illed . The three 
Americans wounded Dec. 23 were 
part o f a helicopter crew ca rry ­
ing South Vietnamese paratroopers 
on a combat mission. Forced to 
the ground, the helicopter was 
taken under f ire  by V ie t Cong 
rifle s  and mortars. The wounded 
G I’s belonged to the 57th L ig h t 
Helicopter Company w hich a r­
rived  in  South V ietnam  less than 
tw o weeks before from  F o rt Lewis, 
Washington. A rr iv in g  at the same 
tim e was the E ighth H elicopter 
Company from  F o rt Bragg, N. C.

Kennedy’s sending of U. S. 
troops in to  battle  in  South V ie t­
nam not only violates the Consti­
tu tion  and innum erable in te rna­
tiona l laws and treaties about non­
interference in  the domestic a f­
fa irs  of nations, i t  also violates 
the 1954 Geneva pact w hich end­
ed the French-Indochinese war. 
That pact set up an In te rnationa l 
Control Commission to preserve 
peace in  Vietnam. I t  is composed 
of representatives of Canada, In ­
dia and Poland. The commission 
was so angered by the a rr iva l o f 
U. S. troops and planes tha t i t  
w ent in to  emergency sessions, re­
ported ly to consider disbanding in  
protest.

How Cuba Uprooted 
Race Discrimination

By H a rry  Ring

Introduction by 
Richard Gibson

16 pages 15 cents

Pioneer Publishers 
116 U nivers ity  Place 

N ew  Y ork  3, N . Y .

Special Offer 
To New Readers

A  four-m onth  tr ia l sub­
scription to The M ilita n t for 
only 50 cents. Send this cou­
pon w ith  paym ent to: The  
M ilita n t, 116 U n i v e r s i t y  
Place, N ew  Y o rk  3, N . Y .

Name .............................................

Street .............................................

C ity ...............................Zone. . . .

State ...............................................

... Dominican Republic Deal
be perm anently cheated of the op­
po rtun ity  to struggle fo r libe ra ­
tion. And when th e ir struggle is 
renewed, they w il l  need the k ind  
o f leadership capable o f heeding 
the sound advice offered by F ide l 
Castro. Ih  his Dec. 2 speech on 
M arxism -Lenin ism , the Cuban 
leader declared in  part:

“ W ell, I  w ant to say s im ply tha t 
the p rim ary  th ing  im peria lism  and 
the bourgoisie try  to do is to pre­
serve the m ilita ry  machine intact. 
W hat are they doing in  Santo Do­
mingo? In  Santo Domingo they 
are try in g  to keep the m ilita ry  
machine intact. To them, T ru jil lo  
serves as w e ll as T ru jil lo ’s b ro th ­
er; Balaguer as w e ll as Juan 
Bosch, [leader of the Dominican 
Revolutionary P arty . ]

“ To them, i t ’s not im portant as 
long as they know  tha t in tact 
down there is a m ilita ry  machine 
w hich has airplanes, which has 
tanks, w hich has the old gang of 
h ired thugs skilled in  persecuting 
and oppressing the people.

“ A ll  the forces of im peria lism  
are fo r m ainta in ing the m ilita ry  
machine. A ll  the forces of the peo­
ple are fo r destroying the m ilita ry  
machine.

“ When a moment of crisis a r­
rives, like  tha t w hich a rrived in  
Cuba on the f irs t of January, or 
like  tha t w hich exists r ig h t now 
in  Santo Domingo, the key to ev­
eryth ing is whether the people get 
hold of arms, or whether the m il­
ita ry  machine remains in tact w ith  
arms in  hand w h ile  the people re­
main unarmed.

“ When a crisis of that type pre­
sents itse lf in  whatever country, 
the p rim ary objective of the pop­
u la r movement is destruction o f 
the m ilita ry  machine and the 
arm ing of the people’s movement, 
an indispensable condition, w ith ­
out which the revo lu tion can be 
curbed, can be betrayed and can 
be crushed. ”

Twin Cities Forum 
Hears United Call 
For Defense of CP

 Vancouver Strike Still SOLID 
AFTER 22 long, hard weeks
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The Struggle for Peace
Elsewhere in  th is issue we report a dem onstration before the 

West German Consulate in  New Y o rk  dem anding there be no 
w ar over B e rlin . As sponsor o f the dem onstration the new ly 
form ed Labor-N egro Vanguard Conference stated its  views 
through an advertisem ent in  the Dec. 18 N ational Guardian.

The ad undertakes to p ro ject a labor po licy fo r peace in  op­
position to the cap ita lis t d rive  tow ard  nuclear w ar. I t  calls fo r 
leadership by the w ork ing  classes o f the w o rld  in  the fig h t against 
Am erican im peria lism . These concepts go to the heart of the 
fore ign  po licy issue and should be fu l ly  thought out so they may 
be explained to the w orkers in  p la in  class terms.

U n fo rtuna te ly  the ad leaves confusion on im portan t points 
concerning the class nature  of the struggle fo r  peace. M emory 
o f the 1944 B a ttle  o f the Bulge is invoked w ith  one-sided em­
phasis on German w ar g u ilt and w ith o u t mention of Am erican 
im peria lism ’s ro le  in  W orld  W ar I I .  I t  is no t made clear tha t both 
the  German and Am erican w orkers were v ic tim s o f the w ar 
crim es of th e ir  respective cap ita lis t rulers.

These questions are not s im p ly a m atte r o f presenting a cor­
rect appraisal o f past h is tory. A  va lid  class analysis of W orld  
W ar I I  is a necessary precondition fo r  a sound program  in today’s 
struggle against Am erican im peria lism . And the issues involved 
have been a subject of controversy w ith in  the radica l movement.

A fte r  H it le r  invaded the Soviet U nion  in  1941, the Com­
m unist P a rty  advanced the v iew  tha t in  W orld  W ar I I  the U n it­
ed States was fig h tin g  a progressive w a r against fascism. CP 
w artim e  propaganda fu rth e r b lu rre d  the class nature  of the w ar 
by lum p ing  together the German capita lists and w orkers as w ar 
crim ina ls. No end of confusion has resulted in  the task o f ex­
p la in ing  to  Am erican w orkers the true  nature  o f im peria lism  
and the need fo r  in te rna tiona l labor so lida rity  in  fig h tin g  against 
it.

We contend th a t in  W orld  W ar I I,  ju s t as i t  does today, A m e r­
ican capita lism  sought to advance im p eria lis t aims at the expense 
o f the w o rk in g  class. The U n ited  States governm ent’s w artim e  
a lliance w ith  the Soviet Union was not made to smash fascism 
as the CP has claimed bu t to  defeat German capita lism  w hich 
stood as a r iv a l to Am erican im peria lis t ambitions. No sooner 
were the German capita lists defeated than the true  face o f A m e r­
ican im peria lism  emerged. The German ru lin g  class, Nazis and 
a ll, were converted in to  a llies in  the cold w a r launched against 
the Soviet Union. W ith o u t a clear understanding o f these facts 
the w orkers w i l l  not have the necessary class consciousness in  
the struggle against im p eria lis t war.

In  th is respect we th in k  the ad goes a fie ld  when i t  s im p ly 
calls upon A F L -C IO  o ffic ia ls  to demand th a t Kennedy meet w ith  
Khrushchev to  solve the B e rlin  crisis. Previous sum m it confer­
ences o f the k in d  have been held bu t none served to  curb the 
im peria lis t cold w arrio rs. O n ly  one th in g  has actua lly  slowed 
them  down —  mass actions by the w orkers and colonial peoples 
o f the w orld . Tha t is the on ly  language Kennedy w il l  understand 
and fee l compelled to  heed. I f  the union o ffic ia ls  were rea lly  to 
act lik e  w orkers ’ leaders, they would  step fo rw ard  to m obilize 
the union movement in  class-struggle actions to b lock the im ­
p e ria lis t plans fo r  w ar, and such is the demand th a t should be 
made upon them  by the w orkers ’ vanguard.

In  o ffe ring  these fra te rna l critic ism s, we speak in  so lidarity  
w ith  the basic aims o f the Labor-N egro Vanguard Conference. We 
share its  in transigent opposition to im peria lism  and jo in  w ith  i t  
in  stressing the need fo r labor to take the leadership in  the fig h t 
against the b ipartisan d rive  of the Democrats and Republicans 
tow ard  nuclear war.

We extend to  the Labor-N egro  Vanguard Conference our f ra ­
te rna l co llaboration in  the struggle fo r  peace, freedom, economic 
security and c iv il righ ts  fo r a ll. O ur on ly a im  in  tak ing  up the 
po licy questions discussed here is to help promote united action 
through open-m inded discussion o f the problems invo lved in 
advancing an e ffective  labor policy fo r  peace.

B u ild in g  the vanguard p a rty  and lin k in g  i t  to the masses 
through class-struggle policies is a complex task, p a rticu la rly  so 
in  cap ita lis t Am erica w hich serves today as the powerhouse of 
w o rld  reaction. We th in k  an exchange of ideas among a n ti- im ­
peria lis t forces, conducted in  good w i l l  th rough open forum  dis­
cussion, would  serve to strengthen the vanguard of the w ork ing  
class in  achieving these objectives.

Vindication for Warren Billings
By James P. Cannon

[On Dec. 21 Gov. B rown of 
C a liforn ia  granted a pardon to 
W arren K . B illings who had been 
railroaded to prison w ith  Tom 
Mooney fo r a life  term  in 1916. 
Both were released in  1939. 
Mooney, who died in  1942, was 
pardoned at the tim e of release 
but B illings  was denied a pardon 
then because of tw o previous con­
victions arising from  his partic ­
ipation In labor struggles.

As a salute to a sterling figh te r 
fo r labor’s rights, we re p rin t this 
account by James P. Cannon of a 
prison in te rv iew  w ith  B illings 
w hich o rig ina lly  appeared in  the 
June 1928 Labor Defender, voice 
of the In ternational Labor Defense 
of w hich Cannon was national 
secretary. The in te rv iew  is in ­
cluded in Cannon’s book, Notebook 
of an Agita tor. (Pioneer Publish­
ers, cloth, $4, paper, $2. 50)]

> J t :  Je $

To get to Folsom Prison you 
take the tra in  to Sacramento and 
then transfer to the stage fo r Re- 
pressa. The journey from  San 
Francisco k ills  a whole day. They 
call Folsom “ the Rock P ile”  — 
a God-forsaken ou t-o f-the -w ay

W arren K . B illings

place, inconvenient fo r visitors, 
and few go there. The day I went 
to see W arren B illings, I  was the 
only v is ito r to ride the stage on 
tha t desolate journey over the 
w ind ing  road, through beautifu l 
green h ills  and hollows, tha t ends 
in  the Folsom rock quarry — 
C alifo rn ia ’s dread prison fo r sec­
ond-term  convicts.

I  le ft the stage and walked 
towards the main gate w ith  a 
depressing feeling of loneliness. 
The stone prison rises from  the 
ground like  a massive boulder 
w ith in  the gray enclosing walls 
w ith  the ir machine gun turre ts  
a t the vantage points. The rock 
quarries deface the love ly h i l l ­
side like  ugly scars. The green 
sward of the lawn, close-cropped 
and smooth and w e ll attended like  
the fron t-ya rds of a ll prisons, was 
resplendent in the C a liforn ia  sun­
shine.

I  was given a seat in  the w ard­
en’s office to w a it fo r B illings — 
there appeared to be no special 
v is iting  room. The warden’s sec­
re ta ry  w ent out of his way to 
make me comfortable. Made a 
l it t le  conversation about the wea­
ther. O ffered me a copy o f the 
Saturday Evening Post, or per­
haps i t  was L iberty . I  d idn ’t read 
it.

The warden returned soon. B il­
lings was w ith  him . A  rather 
s ligh t man, somewhat les. s than 
medium height. Reddish ha ir and 
sandy complexion. A  fr iend ly , 
boyish countenance w ith  lines 
carved in  i t  which seemed strange­
ly  out of place. I had never met 
h im  before, but I  am sure I know  
him  now. H is character is a ll 
w ritte n  in  his face and manner 
and his ready, engaging smile. A  
w arm  personable fe llow , w ithou t 
guile or subtlety. The k ind that 
mixes w ell and makes friends 
easily.

He is 35 years old now. There 
are lines in his face that usually 
come only to la ter years, bu t his 
manner and appearance on the 
whole are those of a younger man.

He was only 23 when he was 
caught w ith  Tom Mooney in the 
fram e-up trap and he has been 
in  prison the whole in tervening 
12 years —  a ll his years o f flush 
young manhood and ripen ing ma­
tu r ity . In  many ways he suggested 
a youth o f 23, as though the char­
acteristics which belonged to h im  
at tha t age, when he was f irs t im ­
prisoned, had frozen in  h im  and 
become a permanent part of his 
personality.

He works hard at manual labor 
and has done more than his b it 
in  the prison quarries, the chief 
“ industry ”  of Folsom. He is one of 
2, 200 men imprisoned there under 
the C a liforn ia  system which seg­
regates men who have been con­
victed more than once —  “ the 
tw o-tim e losers”  — in a separate 
penitentiary. B illings d id a short 
“ jo lt ”  before from  the Pacific Gas 
and E lectric strike.

The regime at Folsom is a r ig ­
orous one. There is no pampering 
o f convicts serving the ir second 
term  in  C aliforn ia. The inexhaust­
ib le  quarries, which are the pride 
of Folsom, not only provide w ork 
fo r th e ir id le hands, bu t tu rn  a 
p re tty  penny of p ro fits  also. The 
Folsom prisoners quarried the rock 
to bu ild  th e ir own ja i l  and the 
frow n ing  walls around i t ;  and 
enormos quantities of rock fo r 
road bu ild ing  come from  there. 
The paved roads o f Californ ia, 
in terw eaving and runn ing  in  a ll 
directions, are ju s tly  famous. The 
stones o f Folsom hewn out of the 
prison quarries by the heart­
breaking labor of the convicts, 
pave many a m ile over which the 
autos skim.

I t  was on the twenty-second 
day of Ju ly , 1916, tha t a bomb 
was th row n in to  a Preparedness 
Parade, k ill in g  a number of 
people. F ive days la te r B illings 
was arrested and he has been im ­
prisoned ever since. He had noth­
ing to do w ith  the crime as every­
body now knows. B u t the open- 
shop interests were out to “ get”  
some labor men, and Tom Mooney 
and the m ilitan ts  associated w ith  
him , who had organised a strike 
on the street ra ilw ays of San 
Francisco tw o weeks before, were 
the group selected. They were a r­
rested, “ fram ed”  and railroaded.

I f  you and I  had been com­
pelled to spend our entire adult 
lives in  prison fo r a crime we 
d idn ’t  commit, tha t fact w ould 
very like ly  be burn ing  uppermost 
in  our minds a ll the time. So i t  
is w ith  W arren B illings. B u t he 
has not given way to self-centered 
sourness. He is awake and recep­
tive  to the big things transp iring 
in  the w orld  and ta lks about them. 
He was in  the movement since he 
was 16 years old and was active 
a ll the tim e even before 1913, 
when, at the age o f 20, he to ld  me, 
he “ became class conscious. ”

Thereafter, class consciousness 
was the determ in ing factor in  a ll 
his w ork  and thought, as i t  s til l 
is today.

He to ld me some details of his 
case. They tried  h im  w ith  a “ pro­
fessional ju r y ”  —  tha t is a ju ry  
composed of members who serve 
on ju ries a ll the tim e and make 
a liv in g  from  the fees. They play 
in  w ith  the D is tric t A tto rney and 
are selected fo r the ir re lia b ility  
in  b ring ing  in convictions.

“ They fixed  me good and p lenty 
w ith  the ju ry , ”  B illings to ld  me. 
“ One o f m y ju rym en was an old 
man named Fraser who had been 
a professional ju rym an  continu­
ously fo r 10 years and during  that 
entire time, found every defend­
ant g u ilty ! ”

I  gasped, and started to speak 
b u t he checked me w ith  an iro n i­
cal laugh. “ I guess he d idn ’t  want 
to break his record in  my case, ”  
he said.

I t  was the testim ony of John 
McDonald, the dope fiend and de­
generate, that constituted the p rin ­
cipal evidence against him . I t  is 
w e ll know n tha t McDonald re ­
pudiated his entire testimony five  
years later. B u t the ho rro r of the 
whole business struck me w ith  a 
special in tensity as B illings spoke 
about the effect of his testimony

at the tr ia l — because I, w ith  
Robert M inor and others, had 
heard McDonald in New York in 
1921 te ll in great detail how the 
whole thing had been cooked up 
and how he knew no more about 
the case than we did.

Warren Billings was bom in  
New York State of New England 
German stock. He is a shoeworker 
by trade and joined the Boot and 
Shoe Worker» Union at the age of 
16. He was president of Local 
220 at San Francisco when he was 
arrested in 1916. He was an active 
"union man”  while yet a boy in  
his teens. Association w ith  rad­
icals and m ilitants in  San Fran­
cisco broadened his outlook and 
gave him a social vision. That was 
in  1913; and from  that time on­
ward he plunged into the move­
ment, giving a ll his thought and 
energy to it.

Those were days of boundless 
enthusiasm and Soaring dreams. 
He told me about the work he 
did as "undercover man”  fo r the 
union. “ When the bosses tried to 
operate their shops during a strike 
I  used to go and get a job there to 
get information fo r the union as 
to the exact state of affairs. I  
also worked to demoralize the 
strikebreakers and tried to get 
them to organize a second strike, 
and sometimes I succeeded. ”

General radical a c t i v i t i e s  
claimed his attention. He took an 
active part in  the. work of the old 
International Workers Defense 
League of San Francisco. This 
historic body, one of the forerun­
ners of the ILD, had been formed 
originally during the Moyer- 
Haywood case. I t  was a delegate 
body and was held together fo r 
other defense cases. I t  took up 
the fight for Rangel and Cline

Tom  Mooney

in  1913 and fo r Ford and Suhr 
the fo llow ing  year, and many 
others.

Tom Mooney and W arren B il­
lings were both delegates from  
th e ir unions to the In te rna tiona l 
W orkers Defense League and ac­
tive  participants in  its activ ities 
in  behalf o f persecuted workers. 
There, unknow ingly, they were 
bu ild ing  the structure of an o r­
ganization which was to be th e ir  
strongest support in  the tim e of 
the ir own distress. For i t  was this 
League which f irs t took up the ir 
defense and blazoned th e ir story 
to the w orld. The In te rnationa l 
W orkers Defense League, w hich 
Mooney and B illings helped to 
build , la ter made the Mooney- 
B illings case a w orld  issue and 
thoroughly and completely ex­
posed the fram e-up against them.

The d iabolical c o n s p i r a c y  
against Mooney and B illings has 
been thoroughly exposed and is 
an old story now. We w il l  te ll i t  
over again in  the Ju ly  num ber 
o f the Labor Defender as the sta rt­
ing  point o f a new movement in  
the ir behalf on the tw e lfth  anni­
versary o f th e ir imprisonment.

L e t us hope tha t the observance 
of th is tw e lfth  anniversary w il l  
witness the awakening o f the 
workers to a new interest in  the 
case of Mooney and B illings  and 
the beginning o f a new resolute 
fig h t in  th e ir behalf.
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Letters from Our Readers

"And dton't forget the resolution to really fight against a shorter 
work week. dear. Leisure would only make them decadent. "

A  No-Day W ork Week Next?
[A . Dec. l3  New York Times edi­

torial-scored-NeW  Yor k Local 3 of 
the In te rn a tio n a l1 Brotherhood of 
E lectrica l Worker's fo r ra ising the 
demand fo r a fou r-hou r day in 
Current contract negotiations cov­
e ring  electrical workers in  the 
construction fie ld . The fo llow ing 
is  the te x t of a Dec. 20 le tte r to 
th e  Times by  H a rry  Van Arsdale 
re fu tin g  the arguments in  the edi­
to ria l.

Van Arsdale is business man­
ager o f Local 3 and president of 
the New Y o rk  C ity  Central Labor 
Council, A F L -C IO . ]

Y ou r Dec. 13 ed ito ria l on our 
recommendation of a fou r-hou r 
day suggested tha t the logical con­
clusion of labor pressure fo r a 
shorter w o rk  week is “ a no-hour 
day and a no-day week. ”  Now I 
w ou ld  subm it w ith  the utmost 
seriousness tha t the no-hour day 
and the no-day week has existed 
fo r  some tim e in  our society.

Presently there are approxi­
m ate ly  5, 000, 000 u n e m p lo y e d  
Workers in  “ the no-hour day, 
no-day week”  category.. The w ide­
spread existence of hard core un­
employment —  1, 137, 000, accord­
ing  to  U nited States Labor De­
partm ent figures —  is a ra ther un­
happy example of the n o -w o rk -a t- 
a ll week. Am erica’s m illions of 
under-employed, the pa rt-tim e  
workers, are on a three-day or 
fou r-day  week w ith o u t exciting 
any vis ib le ed ito ria l indignation. 
I t  is certa in ly  no t the ir fa u lt tha t 
they have been granted the p r iv ­
ilege — w ithou t pay —  of a shorter 
week.

New A lib i Needed —  One of the 
p rinc ipa l pretexts used by Wash­
ington to torpedo negotiations 
w ith  the USSR fo r  a nuclear test 
ban was tha t underground tests 
couldn’t  be detected and, there­
fore, a “ foo lproof”  inspection sys­
tem  had to be agreed on before 
a trea ty could be signed. On Dec. 
10, the U. S. discharged a small 
underground nuclear explosion in 
New Mexico. I t  was detected as 
fa r  o ff as Japan and F inland.

Forecast —  “ A  top C iv il De­
fense leader warned in  Dallas 
Saturday tha t low er liv in g  stand­
ards w il l  fo llow  in  the wake of 
À nuclear bombing. ”  —  The Dec. 
TO Dallas Times Herald.

Was I t  fo r Real? —  D uring  the 
X isus  season this column reported

Local 3 has raised the fo u r- 
hour-day question because we are 
concerned fo r the fu tu re  of the 
economy. I t  is a concern which 
arises from  the deepening sense 
of insecurity among w ork ing  
people as the age of automation 
envelopes Am erican industry.

O ur union leadership d idn ’t 
dream up the fou r-hou r day w hile  
in  a state of unaccountable eu­
phoria. We had thought long 
about it, in  terms of the present 
trends in  employment and the fu ­
ture. For more than three years 
a special committee o f the New 
Y ork  Central Labor Council has 
been analyzing the im pact of 
automation and the nuclear age.

I t  is our deeply held conclusion 
tha t the shorter w o rk  week and 
the shorter w ork  day is an answer 
to w hat has become Am erica’s 
endemic unemployment problem. 
There may be other answers. 
R ight now, however, several m il­
lion  men and women, ready, able 
and w illin g  to w ork  are denied 
tha t opportunity.

W hile  the princ ip le  o f a fu l l  
employment economy, embodied 
in  national legislation remains a 
n u llity , i t  is graceless indeed to 
ta lk  about the country ’s need fo r 
“ a 40-hour basic schedule to meet 
the Soviet industria l challenge. ”  
The challenge is indeed awesome. 
W hy, then, are Am erican workers 
unemployed, and w hy are we told 
that th is unemployment w il l  con­
tinue and even spread, and why 
is no solution found? I t  is an 
easy th ing  to laugh about the no­
hour day and the no-day week, 
but w ork ing  people must fin d  i t

on several occasions various g ift 
suggestions from  T iffa n y ’s —  ear­
rings, $15, 400 a pa ir; fo u r dozen 
d rink ing  glasses, $22, 750. B u t now 
we’re beginning to suspect the 
whole th ing was a gag. In  a Dec. 
23 ad, T iffa n y  announced: “ Last 
M inute  G ift  Suggestion —  G uar­
anteed to surprise her. . .  Canary 
diamond pin, 128 carats, $512, 000. ”

Those “ Free W orld”  A llies —
The U. S. arm y command in  West 
Germany has presented an award 
fo r “ m eritorious c iv ilia n  service”  
to Gen. Franz H aider who was 
Chief of S ta ff o f H it le r ’s W ehr- 
macht from  1938 to 1944. He’s the 
f i f th  form er Nazi general the U. S. 
has pinned a medal on.

Socialized G olf —  The D epart­
ment of A g ricu ltu re  has approved

quite iron ic  to be to ld about the 
“ Soviet industria l challenge”  w h ile  
they live  on surplus food commod­
ities, grudgingly bestowed re lie f 
payments and ed ito ria l pieties 
about a roseate future.

We look at economic life  a 
l it t le  practica lly. There is nothing 
sacred in  an e ight-hour day or a 
fou r-hour day any more than 
there was something sacred about 
the s ix-and-a -ha lf-day week. We 
are not a group of revo lu tionary 
Jacobins seeking to remake A m er­
ica in  some scandalous fashion, 
seeking to exterm inate the p ro fit 
system or to impose runaway in ­
fla tion . We are certa in ly not out 
to destroy an industry w ith  which 
we have enjoyed fo r almost a 
quarter o f a century a healthy re ­
lationship. We are seeking a better 
America where the skills  of A m er­
ican workers w il l  not be allowed 
to ro t because of unemployment 
or the trium phs of computer 
technology, or the impersonal 
w orkings of the m arket place.

As fo r urg ing New Y ork  labor 
to energize itse lf in  w ip ing  out 
sweat-shops and raising wages fo r 
underpaid Negro and Puerto 
Rican workers, we have been en­
gaged in  the campaign fo r five  
years. We have had some succes­
ses and, unhappily, a number of 
failures. I t  w ould be of tremen­
dous help i f  The Times w ould seek 
to uncover w hy racketeer unions 
and sweetheart agreements are 
s t i l l  given legal sanction in  this 
c ity  and state, despite investiga­
tions, exposes, public testimony 
and numberless newspaper stories 
and editorials.

farm -subsidy payments to a Ne­
braska golf club fo r tak ing  14 
acres o f corn and oats out of 
production and tu rn ing  the 
acreage in to  fairways.

Soaking the Poor —  Sales taxes, 
w hich h it low -incom e groups the 
hardest, furnished the greatest 
single source o f revenue in  30 
states during the fiscal year end­
ing June 30, 1961.

20th Century Cops — The
Ridgefield, N. J. police department 
has begun a study of the use of 
hypnosis. I t  is believed tha t i t  may 
prove useful in  in terrogating p ris ­
oners. A  specialist explained tha t 
when a suspect resists hypnosis 
the tr ic k  is to induce a trance 
through disguised methods. L ike  a 
club on the head?

Contribution tor Peace
Vancouver, Wash.

I am enclosing a $3 contribu tion  
to The M ilita n t. I  am ju s t a pen­
sioner and can’t  send w hat I 
w ould like  to. I  like  the paper 
very much.

I f  there is anything I  can do 
such as pu tting  out leaflets or dis­
tr ib u tin g  your paper, I  w il l  be 
only too glad to help you.

From  a Vancouver booster fo r 
peace of the w orld.

H. M.
Cubans in Miami

M iam i, Fla.
Enclosed are clippings about the 

campaign of the local politicians 
to get the Cuban refugees re­
located elsewhere. The real “ in ­
side”  on getting the Cubans out of 
here is tha t the “ lily -w h ite s ”  are 
starting to w o rry  about 65, 000 of 
them eventually getting U. S. c it­
izenship (and voting righ ts ) and 
becoming a po litica l force in  M ia ­
m i c ity  politics in  a few  years, 
which w ould be a threat to the 
“ D ix ie  way of life . ”

R. H.
Lenin vs. Stalin

Chicago, 111.
Taking advantage of your o ffe r 

to new readers, I  enclose money 
order fo r 50 cents fo r fou r months 
tr ia l subscription.

Y our ed ito ria l Dec. 4 on Ken­
nedy’s Izvestia  in te rv iew  is very 
much to the point. I  w ish every 
Am erican could read it.

As fo r the artic le  on “ Members 
Seek Explanation of S talin ism , ”  
the w rite r says that w h ile  Lenin  
made diplom atic treaties and trade 
agreements w ith  capita lis t coun­
tries, the Communist parties in  
these countries went r ig h t on 
figh ting  to overtu rn  cap ita lis t ru le 
and S ta lin  stopped tha t —  a cor­
rup tion  o f Len in  not yet corrected. 
B u t w hat about Len in ’s own book 
“ L e ft-W in g  Communism —  A n  
In fan tile  D isorder” ?

I f  Lenin wanted peaceful co­
existence w ith  capita lis t countries, 
w hy should the Communists seek 
to overthrow  such governments? 
On the other hand, i f  Communist 
parties abroad are merely “ d ip lo ­
m atic outposts of the Soviet 
state, ”  do they not m e rit the sort 
of treatm ent they are getting, say, 
here in  the U nited States? Per­
haps you can c la rify  this?

C. B. B.

[The c la rifica tion  requested 
can’t be given in  a few  paragraphs 
and the questions raised certa in ly  
w a rran t e x t e n s i v e  discussion. 
O ther readers comments are in ­
vited.

For now, tw o points:
1) Len in  began w ith  the fact 

tha t the Soviet Union was en­
circled by capitalism  and did 
everyth ing rea lis tica lly  possible to 
“ co-exist”  in  the sense of seeking 
trade pacts to provide needed 
goods, and agreements to stave 
o ff m ilita ry  attack by the cap ita l­
is t powers. A t the same tim e he 
understood tha t the e lim ination 
of capitalism  was the u ltim ate  
guarantee of the surv iva l o f the 
f irs t workers’ state and establish­
ment enduring peace. That’s w hy 
he advocated the policy of Com­
m unist parties continuing to fig h t 
fo r socialism in  th e ir respective 
countries.

2) To the extent tha t the Com­
m unist Party  of today bases its 
policies on the turns o f Soviet 
dip lom atic po licy (e. g., o ffe ring  
b lind  apologetics fo r  the Soviet 
resum ption o f nuclear tests) i t  
does a disservice to the w ork ing  
class and, fo r that m atter, to the 
defense of the Soviet Union 
against im peria lism . From  the

standpoint of constitu tional guar­
antees and c iv il liberties, however, 
the Communist P arty  has as much 
r ig h t to defend everyth ing tha t 
emanates from  the Soviet Union 
as reactionaries have to attack it.

And, obviously, the attem pt to 
outlaw  the Communist P a rty  is 
no t based on any concern fo r 
whether or not its policies are in  
the best interests o f socialism. The 
attack is intended to lay  the basis 
fo r s tiflin g  a ll opposition to the 
adm in istra tion ’s reactionary do­
mestic and foreign policy. E d i t o r .  ]

Union Problems
Fond du Lac, Wise.

Please fin d  $1 to help keep the 
candle burning.

In  the interest of the w ork ing  
people I o ffe r some constructive 
critic ism  of the ir unions.

A l l  too often we fin d  a com­
pany boss the head o f the local 
union, especially in  the bu ild ing  
trades. In  tha t case you can no 
longer call i t  a labor union but 
a company union. You can’t  serve 
tw o masters and he is serving the 
company. A lso there w il l  also be 
some upholding h im  th ink ing  they 
w il l  cu rry  favor.

I f  the company signs a contract 
w ith  the union and then starts to 
chisel on i t  and he brought i t  up, 
the company w ould f ire  h im  since 
they always keep spies in  the 
union.

I read an artic le  in  The Carmen, 
a ra ilroad union paper, tha t said 
the company was a lrigh t, i t  was 
the management th a t was bad. 
I f  management d idn ’t  make a 
p ro fit fo r  the company, how long 
would i t  last?

P ro fit is tha t pa rt of labor tha t 
isn ’t  paid back to the w orker. The 
less they give back to the w orker, 
the higher the p ro fit. I t ’s as sim ­
ple as that.

C.  T .
Power of Reason

San Pedro, C alif.
The U. S. is badly over-balanced 

w ith  economic idiots. Because of 
papers like  The M ilita n t some of 
us are able to m ainta in  the power 
of reason we are presum ably born 
w ith . Y our I t  Was Reported in  the 
Press is tops. Letters from  Readers 
is usually f ille d  w ith  gems. Hope 
you encourage more such from  
readers.

A. L .
Circulation Booster

La Mesa, C alif.
Please send new reader tr ia l 

subscriptions to the enclosed tw o 
names. As fa r as I  know, they are 
both people very much interested 
in  revo lu tionary socialism, and are 
not readers of your paper.

I  th in k  you have an excellent 
paper and w ish ft were larger.

H . W.

King's Proposal to AFL-CIO
New York, N. Y.

Your reports on the recent 
A F L -C IO  convention d idn ’t  men­
tion tha t Rev. M a rtin  Lu the r K in g  
was a guest speaker there and 
tha t in  his ta lk  he proposed tha t 
each A F L -C IO  member donate 
one do lla r to a campaign to w in  
the r ig h t to vote fo r Negroes in  
the South.

I  th in k  Rev. K in g  is on the 
r ig h t track in  th is and should be 
given cred it fo r a practica l and 
much needed proposal. The unions 
themselves w ould ce rta in ly  have 
a much easier tim e organizing the 
South i f  the Negroes there could 
vote because the D ix iecra t sheriffs 
and other o ffic ia ls who give union 
organizers a bad tim e w ouldn’t  
have i t  so easy getting elected.

U nionist

Thought for the Week
“ T ru jillo  maintained him self in  power w ith  Am erican arms, and 

in  the s ta rtling  television reports on the disturbances in  Santo Do­
mingo, i t  was hard not to feel some embarrassment at the spectacle 
of U. S. -made tanks and tear-bombs being used to bolster an unpopular 
regime. The pictures provide f in a l proof, i f  i t  was needed, tha t th is  
equipment was acquired not to defend the Hemisphere against external 
aggression, but to keep the populace from  expressing itse lf. ’ ’—Prof. 
Ronald H ilton  in  the December Hispanic Am erican Report.

I t  W as Reported in the  Press


