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Letter to Communist Party

SWP Offers Help in Fight 
Against Gov’t Repression
To the N ational Officers  
O f the Communist P arty  
D ear Comrades:

The S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  supports u n c o n d it io n a lly  
y o u r defense aga inst the  gove rnm en t a tta ck  w h ic h  in  fo rce  
and e ffe c t is p la in ly  to  o u tla w  the  C om m un is t P a rty . W e 
h o ld  th a t agreem ent o r d isagreem ent w ith  y o u r p o lit ic a l

v iew s has no bearing  on the  
case. A t  stake in  y o u r f ig h t  are 
basic dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  p re ­
cious to the  A m e rica n  people.

I f  the  C om m un is t P a rty  can 
be persecuted because o f its  
oppos ition  to  gove rnm en t p o l­
icies, the  cold w a rr io rs  w i l l  
become even m ore  v ic ious  
aga inst a ll opponents o f th e ir  
d r iv e  to w a rd  n u c le a r w a r. 
L a b o r ha ters w i l l  in te n s ify  
th e ir  cam paign fo r  repressive  
law s aga inst the  trade  unions. 
W h ite  suprem acists w i l l  p e r­
p e tra te  even w orse  fra m e -u p s  
aga inst N egro  freedom  f ig h t ­
ers. W itc h  h u n te rs  w i l l  s tep - 
up th e ir  genera l a tta ck  on c iv ­
i l  lib e rtie s .

I f  the  C om m un is t P a rty  can 
in  e ffe c t be o u tla w ed  today  on 
one p re te x t, a p recedent w i l l  

have been set w h e re b y  o th e r p a rties  can be o u tla w ed  to m o r­
ro w  on a no the r p re te x t. I f  the  p a r ty  h o ld in g  g o ve rnm en ta l 
p o w e r can o u tla w  its  p o lit ic a l opponents, n o th in g  w h a te ve r 
w i l l  re m a in  o f th e  B i l l  o f R igh ts . To p re v e n t such a d a n ­
gerous tu rn  in  o u r c o u n try , a l l  w ho  be lieve  in  f ig h t in g  to  
p reserve  dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  are d u ty  bound  to de fend the  
r ig h ts  o f the  C om m un is t P a rty .

T h e  S o c ia lis t W o rke rs  P a r ty  stands ready to  a id  th e  
C o m m un is t P a rty  defense in  e ve ry  w a y  w e  can. Y o u  are 
w e lcom e to  use o u r m e e tin g  h a lls  e ve ryw h e re  in  th e  coun­
try . W e hereby ex tend  a s tand ing  in v ita t io n  to  y o u r speakers 
to address ou r m eetings and p u b lic  fo ru m s  to  e xp la in  y o u r 
case.

W e are p repa red  to  he lp  b u ild  the  broadest possib le 
m ovem en t in  defense o f th e  dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  o f th e  C om ­
m u n is t P a rty , a defense m ovem en t based on th e  g rea t A m e r­
ican la b o r tra d it io n  th a t an in ju r y  to  one is an in ju r y  to  a ll.

F ra terna lly  yours, 
F a rre ll Dobbs 
N ational Secretary

F arre ll Dobbs

B y H a rry  Ring
DEC. 6 —  W hile  troops used 

guns, clubs and tear gas to smash 
the general s trike  o f the D om in i­
can people, U.S. warships, w hich 
had hovered three m iles o ff the 
country ’s coast, qu ie tly  w ithd rew  
to 12 miles from  shore. The move 
at the height of the m ilita ry  
bloodletting, gave the lie  to Pres­
ident Kennedy’s cla im  th a t the 
ships had been sent to prevent 
reestablishment of d ic ta toria l ru le  
on the island.

Despite ferocious government 
attacks, and handicapped by a 
spineless top leadership, the gen­
eral s trike  to topple the hated 
Balaguer regime is now in  its 
n in th  day. A n y  illusions among 
the Dominican masses that U.S. 
power w ould be used to  help them 
establish democracy have been 
dispelled. Last F riday  government 
troops opened fire  w ithou t w a rn ­
ing  on a procession o f more than 
a thousand women in  support of 
the strike. N ine women were 
wounded. One correspondent re ­
ported tha t the crowd turned on 
U.S. newsmen and one person 
shouted:

“ Y our ships are out there to 
defend th is government so i t  can 
machine-gun women!”

Cash Bonus
I t  is now  revealed tha t U.S. e f­

fo rts  to save the “ constitu tiona l”  
government o f Balaguer —  he 
was appointed “ president”  by the 
late d ic ta tor T ru jil lo  —  include 
plans fo r a handsome cash bonus.

A  Dec. 5 Chicago D a ily  News 
press service dispatch said:

“ The Kennedy adm inistration 
appears eager to bestow a $50,- 
000,000 w in d fa ll on Dominicans 
through prem ium  prices fo r sugar, 
the crop responsible fo r ha lf the 
income of the republic. The p u r­
pose w ould be to convince L a tin  
Americans tha t life  under the A l­
liance fo r Progress has more se­
c u rity  than anyth ing a bum  like  
Castro can o ffe r.”

Who w ould enjoy th is  “ secur­
ity ? ”  The report adds: “ U.S. ta x ­
payers m ay buy m ilk  fo r  fancy 
ladies and feed fo r  polo ponies of 
the exiled members of the T ru jil lo  
mob.”  The vast sugar holdings of 
the T ru jillo s  were supposed to 
have been expropriated by Bala­
guer, but, the report notes, oppo­
sition leaders say tha t as la te as 
a week ago sugar income was be­
ing forwarded to the T ru jillo s .

News of the U.S. plan to pay 
higher prices fo r Dominican sug­
ar was rushed to Balaguer last 
Thursday as he was preparing a 
radio appeal fo r  an end o f the 
general strike. The slated w ind ­
fa l l  became a b ig  po in t in  his 
speech.

Meanwhile, in  the m idst of the 
ferocious government attacks on 
the strikers, negotiations fo r  a 
“ settlement”  are continuing be­
tween Balaguer and V ir ia to  F ia llo ,

Call-Up of Reserves Stirs a Hornet’s Nest
By John Thayer

When President Kennedy called 
up reservists and national guard 
un its  fo r active m ilita ry  service 
fo u r months ago he d id  so in  order 
to  impress Khrushchev, b u t even 
more especially the Am erican peo­
ple, w ith  his readiness to  go to 
w ar over B erlin . A pparently  he 

l i t t l e  reckoned then tha t he was 
■ opening a po litica l hornet’s nest 
on the domestic scene.

B u t the unprecedented volume 
o f protests from  those young men 
whose lives have been in te rrup ted  
by Kennedy’s co ld -w ar maneuver, 
is now a m ajor po litica l headache 
fo r the army brass and the ad­
m in istration.

W hile complaints cover a w ide 
range of arm y snafus (G I lingo 
po lite ly  translated as “ situation 
norm al, a ll fou led up” ), the basic

gripe, and the one tha t makes a ll 
the others so in fu ria ting , is tha t 
the called-up troops sim ply do not 
believe the ir ca ll-up was neces­
sary fo r the defense of the coun­
try .

“ I ’m disgusted and consider m y­
self a pawn in  a po litica l game,”  
was the w ay one reservist at F t. 
Knox, Kentucky, who had a l­
ready served tw o years, p u t  i t .

“ A lm ost fo u r months have 
passed since JF K ’s speech and 
confusion s t i l l  exists in  our minds 
and possibly his, too,”  said a G I 
at F t. Devens, Mass. A  reservist’s 
w ife  at F t. Hood, Tex., said: 
“ . . , m y husband feels tha t his 
life  is ju s t being fr itte re d  away 
by some h igh-rank ing  people in  
government who have nothing 
better to do than move some pegs 
around on a board.”

“ Maybe there is some b ig  p u r-

head o f the opposition N ational 
C iv ic Union. A  spokesman fo r the 
Dominican m iddle class, F ia llo  is 
bent on te rm inating  the revo lu­
tionary  struggle of the masses but, 
a t least fo r the present, he is be­
ing  blocked from  complete capitu­
la tion  by the force o f tha t strug­
gle.

On Nov. 29, F ia llo  called fo r  an 
end of the general strike. The 
an ti-s trike  stand was p u b lic ly  re ­
versed the same day as a result 
of strong, nationw ide protest.

The “ compromise”  offered by 
Balaguer adds up to a continuation 
of the p o s t-T ru jillo  dictatorship. 
The terms were draw n up by M aj. 
Gen. Pedro Rodriguez Echavarria, 
head of the armed forces and -the 
man d irec tly  responsible fo r the 
attacks on the strikers. He and

Balaguer jo in t ly  proposed that any 
new government m ust continue 
Balaguer as president, a ll mem­
bers o f the m ilita ry  m ust be 
guaranteed im m un ity  from  pro­
secution fo r crimes com m itted un­
der T ru jil lo , the slated m ilitary  
budget fo r 1962 m ust be main­
tained and elections should be held 
“ w ith in  tw o years.”

The counter-proposal by Fiallo  
is ha rd ly  better. Reluctant to defy 
the mass demand fo r  Balaguer’s 
ouster, he is w illin g  to settle for 
a seven-man junta , inc lud ing  a 
representative of the m ilita ry , a 
representative of arch-conserva­
tive  Catholic Church, plus five 
persons w ithou t “ partisan”  polit­
ical a ffilia tion .

According to press dispatches 
(Continued on Page 2)

One of the firs t fruits  of the government drive to outlaw  the  
Communist Party  was an adm inistration-im posed campus ban on 
P arty  speakers at N ew  Y o rk  C ity  Colleges. These are some of th e  
several hundred students from  H unter, Queens and C ity  Col­
leges who demonstrated at the Board of H igher Education head­
quarters Dec. 2 to protest the ban as a b low  to th e ir academic 
freedom. The picket line was sponsored by Student Governm ent.

Attorney General Pretends He's 
Not Trying to Outlaw Communists

pose behind a ll th is,”  said a re ­
servist at Ft. Devens, Mass., “ but 
i f  there is, i t  escapes us en tire ly .”  

There are reports o f camp 
movies having been stopped be­
cause of the tremendous booing 
when Kennedy’s p icture appeared 
on the newsreel.

According to a series on the 
various arm y camps by  W arren 
Rogers of the New Y ork  Herald  
Tribune, i t  was reported at Ft. 
-Lewis, Wash., tha t reservists 
d rink ing  beer in  the post ex­
change set f ire  to a newspaper 
carry ing Kennedy’s p icture on the 
fro n t page, and danced around it, 
singing a rock n ’ ro ll song w ith  
the re fra in , “ I  may have to fig h t 
fo r God, baby, and m y country.”  

Rogers w rites tha t F t. Lew is ’ 
Commanding General T ra in ’s 
“ face w ent hard,”  when the in c i- 

(Continued on Page 3)

Atto rney General Robert K en­
nedy is a rank  hypocrite. This was 
demonstrated in  his Dec. 1 an­
nouncement of the ind ic tm ent of 
the Communist P arty  fo r not reg­
istering under the In te rna l Secu­
r i ty  A c t as a “ foreign agent.”  Ken­
nedy asserted tha t the act “ does 
not outlaw  the Communist P arty .”

The party  was indicted on 12 
counts. Eleven were fo r each of 
the days i t  fa iled  to register after 
the Nov. 20 deadline, and the 
tw e lfth  fo r fa ilin g  to f ile  a lis t of 
members and a financ ia l state­
ment. I f  convicted, the party  could 
be fined $10,000 on each of the 12 
counts.

In  his claim  that registering the 
organization was not equivalent to 
outlaw ing the organization, K en­
nedy said —  w ith  a stra igh t face
—  “ Such registration is not un­
usual . . . Registration is required 
in  a num ber of fields, inc lud ing  
the sale of securities, the estab­
lishm ent of welfare and pension 
plans, campaign contributions and 
lobbying.”

The attorney general om itted a 
few  details w hich don’t  apply to 
securities salesmen b u t w hich 
would apply to the Communist 
Party. Registered members w ould 
be barred from  federal employ­
ment and from  w ork ing  fo r any 
firm  holding a government con­
tract. They could not hold union 
office. I t  w ould be a crim e fo r 
any o f them to apply fo r  a pass­
port. Under the Sm ith A ct, they

could be prosecuted as adm itted 
members of a “ seditious”  o r­
ganization.

And, of course, there w ou ld  be 
the extra -legal hounding by the 
F B I and by federal, state and-, 
local w itch -hun ting  committees.

B ut M r. Kennedy doesn’t  w an t 
to “ ou tlaw ”  the organization. He 
ju s t wants to k ic k  i t  to  the ground 
and then give i t  a stomping.

Asks FBI to Report 
On Monroe Beating

NEW YO RK —  Conrad Lynn  
counsel fo r the Committee to A id  
the Monroe Defendants, is de­
manding tha t A tto rney General 
Robert Kennedy reveal the cur­
re n t status of the F B I investiga­
tion  of the nea r-fa ta l beating of 
Freedom R ider R ichard Grisw old 
in  the U nion County, N orth  Ca­
ro lina, ja il.

Lynn  indicated tha t the tim ing  
o f the com m itta l o f the self-con­
fessed assailant, H oward Stack, to 
a mental in s titu tio n  shows an 
obvious attem pt on the part of 
local authorities to s ide-track the 
investigation of possible civil- 
rights infringem ent.

The CAMD attorney based these 
charges on ora l statements of 
W arden Reid of the U nion County 
ja i l  in  Monroe, N.C., tha t Stack's 

(Continued on Page 2)

U. S. Aids Moves to Crush 
Dominican General Strike
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. . .  Asks FBI to Report on Monroe

DEC. 5 —  In  the presence of 
agents o f the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, w h ite  racists in  M c- 
Comb, Mississippi, have engaged 
in  a week-long series of v io len t 
attacks on Southern Negro Free­
dom Riders and w h ite  newsmen 
covering the story.

The Freedom Riders, residents 
of McComb or nearby Southern 
cities, have been testing a federal 
court order w hich was served on 
McComb c ity  o ffic ia ls  Nov. 28 re ­
q u ir in g  desegregation o f the c ity ’s 
in terstate passenger facilities. 
C ity  o ffic ia ls  had said they would 
enforce compliance.

S ix  young men and women 
Freedom Riders, led by Jerome 
Sm ith, 22, president o f the New 
Orleans branch of the Congress of 
Racial E quality , a rrived  in  M c­
Comb by bus Nov. 30. F B I agents 
were in  tow n as observers.

The operator o f the bus station 
acting in  clear v io la tion  of the 
Federal order, ordered the Negroes 
out of the previously a ll-w h ite  
w a iting  room. (So far, the F B I 
has taken no action against the 
operator.) When the Negroes re ­
fused to leave, they were attacked 
and beaten by about a dozen w hite  
men who shouted “ K i l l  'em! K i l l  
’em!”  A fte r receiving treatm ent 
fo r  th e ir wounds, the Negro youths 
were escorted to an outgoing bus

Memorial Meeting 
For John McManus

NEW  Y O R K —  A  mem orial 
m eeting fo r John T. McManus w il l  
be he ld  Tuesday, Dec. 12, 8 p.m., 
a t the H ote l D iplom at, Grand 
Ballroom , 108 W. 43rd St. The 
meeting w il l  be presented by the 
s ta ff o f the N ational Guardian, o f 
w h ich  McManus was general man­
ager since its inception 13 years 
ago.

A  fo rm er president of the New 
Y o rk  Newspaper G uild  and a 
spokesman fo r radical causes, M c­
Manus died of a heart attack Nov. 
22, three days before his 57th 
•birthday. He had been a founding 
leader of the Progressive Party 
and was tw ice candidate fo r gov­
ernor o f New Y ork  on the A m er­
ican  Labor P a rty  slate. In  1958 he 
ran  fo r the same office as nominee 
o f the Independent-Socialist P arty .

Speakers at the m em oria l meet­
ing  w il l  include D r. Corliss La- 
m ont, A . J. Muste, C. B. Ba ldw in,. 
John J. A bt, Karen M orley, M e lit-  
ta  del V illa r , R. Alec Jones, W il­
lia m  A. Price, James Aronson and 
R obert E. L igh t. Adm ission is 
$¡1.50.

Weekly Calendar
BROOKLYN 

Cuba and Socialism —  An analysis 
by  James O'Connor, economist and au­
thor, just returned from  Cuba. Sat., Dec. 
16, 8:30 p.m. Downtown Center, 305 
Schermerhorn St. (C orner Nevins). Con- 
tr ib . $1. Ausp. Brooklyn Fair Play fo r 
Cuba C om m ittee.

•
LOS ANGELES 

HO LD  THE DATE to r  the gala New 
Year's Eve Dance o f the Socialist W ork­
ers Party. Music by a to p -flig h t band.

•
NEW  YORK  

CUBA SINCE THE IN V A SIO N . A
first-hand account by economist James 
O'Connor. Mon., Dec. 18, 8:30 p.m. 
A d e lp h i Hall, 74 5th Ave. C ontrib . 75c. 
Ausp. Fair Play fo r  Cuba Com m ittee.

*  *

Cure or Crisis? The U.S. and the Euro­
pean Common Market. Speaker, Lynn 
Marcus. Fri., Dec. 15, 8:30 p.m. 116 
U niversity Place. C on trib . 50c. Ausp. 
M ilita n t Labor Forum

*  *  *

FELICIDADES A  CUBA1 Pre-Xmas 
Party fo r Fair Players. Sat., Dec. 16, 8:30 
p.m. a t 54 W est 16th St., A p t. (A . 
d a n c in g , refreshments, enterta inm ent. 
Informal panel discussion by American 
observers at Cuban Congress of Artists 
and Writers. C on trib . 990. Ausp. Fair 
Play io r  Cuba C om m ittee.

by c ity  police as F B I agents looked 
on.

That evening, A tto rney General 
Kennedy issued a statement from  
Washington tha t “ the m atter w il l  
be vigorously pursued.”  McComb 
police arrested fo u r w h ite  youths 
accused of being in  the attacking 
mob, on the re la tive ly  m inor 
charges of “ figh ting  and disorder­
ly  conduct.”  The F B I took no 
action.

On _Nov. 30; McComb M ayor 
C. H. Douglas denounced the 
Freedom Riders declaring: “ O ur 
resources are taxed by a sudden 
in flu x  of outside agitators who 
come w ith  the announced in ten­
tion  of rem aining in  our c ity  u n til 
an incident is provoked and photo­
graphed.”

The fo llow ing  day, s ix more 
Southern Negro Freedom Riders 
used the bus te rm ina l w h ile  w a it­
ing  between buses, th is tim e suc­
cessfully. B u t outside, a mob of 
w h ite  racists attacked several 
newsmen, includ ing  a Time maga­
zine reporter, an Associated Press 
photographer and a T V  camera­
man.

Dom U hrbrock, a photographer 
fo r L ife  magazine, was slugged, 
kicked and knocked through a 
plate glass w indow, m iraculously 
escaping serious in ju ry . Federal 
agents took no action.

On Sunday, Dec. 3, a w h ite  mob 
beat at the w indows of a car car­
ry in g  three CORE Freedom Riders 
who had ju s t a rrived at the bus 
station. Police pu lled the attackers 
away, bu t made no arrests. The 
federal agents took no action.

The three Freedom Riders were 
McComb residents, pa rt o f a group 
o f 56 Negro youths expelled from  
B urg lund H igh  School last month 
a fter they refused to sign pledges 
to re fra in  from  partic ipa ting  in  
anti-segregation, demonstrations.

Also on Dec. 3, a federal dis­
tr ic t judge rewarded the racist 
mobs by enjo in ing CORE from  
sponsoring any more freedom rides 
to McComb. CORE has announced 
i t  w i l l  appeal the in junction.

...Dominican
(Continued from  Page 1) 

today, leaders o f the 14th of June 
Movement and the Dominican 
Revolutionary P a rty  —  both of 
w hich are said to include le ft-  
w ing  groupings —  have declared 
they w il l  support any agreement 
F ia llo  makes w ith  the govern­
ment. Precise in fo rm ation  is not 
available here as to the strength 
o f the le ft-w in g  groupings w hich 
are described as partisans o f the 
Cuban revo lu tion. This makes i t  
d iff ic u lt to estimate i f  they w ould 
be able to prevent the k in d  o f a 
sellout tha t F ia llo ’s record in d i­
cates he is capable of.

Meanwhile, the possib ility  also 
exists tha t Rodriguez Echavarria 
may push Balaguer aside and a t­
tem pt a d irect take-over.

Last F riday, five  officers re ­
signed from  the Dominican A ir  
Force, charging tha t Rodriguez 
Echavarria was p lo tting  to estab­
lish  “ a m ilita ry  d ictatorship.”  Two 
of the officers said they had been 
handed 10,000 pesos “ to silence 
our protest”  against the plot.

W hile  the immediate outcome of 
the Dominican struggle is uncer­
ta in, one fact is clear. The w o rk ­
ers and peasants o f tha t long-op- 
pressed country are demonstrat­
ing an insp iring  capacity to wage 
a revo lu tionary struggle fo r free­
dom. In  the end, they w il l  w in .

Sobell Supporters 
Slate 2-Day Vigil 
At White House

M orton Sobell

NEW YO R K —  A  round-the- 
clock v ig il w i l l  be held at the 
W hite House Saturday and Sun­
day, Dec. 16-17, by the Com m it­
tee to Secure Justice fo r M orton 
Sobell.

The action w i l l  c lim ax a series 
of demonstrations in  m ajor cities 
to ra lly  pub lic support fo r clem­
ency fo r  Sobell who was ra i l­
roaded to prison fo r  a 30-year 
te rm  on a nebulous charge of 
“ conspiracy to com m it espionage”  
and convicted la rge ly on the test­
im ony of adm itted perjurers.

Scores of public figures and 
thousands of ord inary citizens 
have expressed grave doubts as to 
the fairness o f Sobell’s t r ia l  and 
urged clemency fo r h im . So far, 
these appeals have fa llen  on deaf 
ears.

Special busses w il l  leave here fo r 
the W ashington v ig il on Saturday 
and Sunday mornings and w il l  
re tu rn  Sunday n ight. The com m it­
tee w il l  arrange hotel accomoda­
tions or free housing, as desired.

For reservations and in fo rm a­
tion  ca ll or w rite : Committee to 
Secure Justice fo r  M orton Sobell, 
940 Broadway, N ew  Y o rk  10, N.Y. 
A L  4-9983.

Minneapolis Symposium 
On Backing CP Rights

M IN N EAPO LIS  —  Labor’s du ty 
to defend the c iv il liberties of the 
Communist P arty  w i l l  be the sub­
jec t of a B il l  o f R ights Day sym­
posium here F riday, Dec. 15.

Speakers include H enry M ay- 
v ille , secretary of the Minnesota 
Committee to Defend the B il l  of 
Rights; M u lfo rd  Q. Sibley, U n i­
ve rs ity  of Minnesota professor; 
Luc ille  Olson, chairman of the 
U  of M  Socialist C lub; Joseph 
Johnson, Local Organizer, Social­
is t W orkers P arty ; and George 
Tseleos, chairman o f the Young 
Socialist A lliance. The Am erican 
C iv il L iberties Union has also been 
inv ited  to participate.

The symposium w il l  be held at 
8 p.m. at the Minneapolis Labor 
Temple, Room 211, 117 S.E. Fourth  
St., under the auspices of the T w in  
Cities Labor Forum. The door con­
tr ib u tio n  is 75 cents and 50 cents 
fo r students.

Special Offer 
To New Readers

A  four-m onth  tr ia l sub­
scription to The M ilita n t for 
only 50 cents. Send this cou­
pon w ith  paym ent to: The" 
M ilita n t, 116 U n i v e r s i t y  
Place, N ew  Y o rk  3, N .Y .

Name .'...........................................

Street ......  .....................................

C ity ...............................Zone____

State ................ .................... ........

(Continued from Page 1)
f i t  o f “ insan ity ”  occurring in  the 
course o f the F B I investigation 
was a police-staged “ fake”  de­
signed to make i t  appear tha t he 
was insane at the time, he at­
tacked the young Freedom R ider 
in  his cell.

Griswold, of B rooklyn, N.Y., 
was one o f the Freedom Riders 
arrested Aug. 27 in  Monroe when 
a police-encouraged mob, estim at­
ed at between tw o and five  thou­
sand, rio ted against 17 w h ite  and 
Negro Freedom Riders and local 
anti-segregation pickets.

I t  was out o f th is  disturbance 
tha t a w h ite  couple was b rie fly  
detained by an excited crowd in  
Newtown, the Negro d is tric t, be­
fore  being released unharmed. 
This incident serves as the basis 
fo r the “ k idnap”  charges against 
Negro c iv il-r ig h ts  leader Robert 
F. W illiam s and fo u r others. W il­
liams is now in  Havana where he 
recently was accorded po litica l 
asylum.

Three Others Jailed

Three others were arrested in  
Monroe and are now out on 
$15,000 ba il furn ished by the Com­
m ittee to A id  the Monroe Defend­
ants. They are: John C. Low ry, 
20, Freedom R ider fro m  New 
Y ork ; R ichard Crowder, 19, presi­
dent o f the Monroe N on-V io lent 
A ction  Committee, and H arold 
Reape, 17, . a member o f the M on­
roe committee. A  fo u rth  defend­
ant, Mrs. Mae M a llo ry , 34, is fig h t­
ing  ex trad ition  from  Ohio.

The beating of G risw old was in ­
te rrupted on ly when another a r­
rested Freedom Rider, Kenneth 
Shilm an of Oceanside, N.Y., hap­
pened to be led past the cell in  
w hich G risw old was ly in g  blood- 
covered and semi-conscious. S h il­
man raised an outcry, demanding 
G risw old ’s rem oval from  the cell 
before he was k illed . A  turnkey, 
fearing tha t G risw old m ight be 
k illed , complied.

Confession

Subsequently, Stack vo lu n ta rily  
gave the CAM D a handwriten, 
signed confession stating tha t the 
Monroe police and U nion County 
she riff’s deputies had promised 
h im  im m un ity  from  pending 
charges of forgery and assault in  
re tu rn  fo r beating Griswold.

H is confession said: “ On or
about the 4th Sunday of Aug. 1961 
I  was in  the U nion County ja i l  
on 5 charges of worthless checks 
and 2 assault charges. The M on­
roe police and deptuy [deputy] 
forces of the c ity  o f Monroe pu t 
to  me a proposition i f  I  w ould by 
force assault one of the freedom 
riders Grisw ould they w ould  see I  
w ent free from  m y charges. This 
beating I  d id in  the bottom  cell 
in  the union county ja il. I  went 
free fo r 2 weeks and was picked 
back up and was sentenced fo r 
the crimes which was supposed to 
be dropped fo r  the assault I  d id 
fo r  them. They turned the ir backs 
on me is w hy I  confess to this.
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Howard Stack.”  [S pelling and 
punctuation are as in  o rig ina l.]

I t  is th is confession, forwarded 
in  the o rig ina l by A tto rney  Lynn, 
w h ich  form s the basis fo r the F B I 
investigation of police b ru ta lity . 
F B I agents in  recent weeks have 
in terview ed G risw old and S h il­
man. L yn n  is requesting prom pt 
and complete action on behalf o f 
his client, R ichard Griswold. The 
fo llow ing  is the te x t o f L yn n ’s 
Nov. 24 le tte r to A tto rney Gen­
eral Kennedy:

“ On Oct. 6, 1961, I  forwarded to 
you the o rig ina l o f a confession 
by H oward Stack, a prisoner in  
the Union County ja i l  in  Monroe, 
N orth  Carolina, w h ich  stated tha t 
he had been persuaded in  re tu rn  
fo r promises o f amnesty fo r  h im ­
self, to beat up m y client, R ichard 
Griswold, a Freedom R ider im ­
prisoned in  the same cell.

No Reply

“ I  have never received any ac­
knowledgement o f the enclosure 
or of any action tha t your office 
proposed to undertake. However, 
in  ta lk ing  w ith  the S he riff o f 
U nion County last month and 
Warden Reid o f the Ja il, I  under­
stand tha t your agents questioned 
them. In  addition R ichard G ris­
w o ld  and the parents of Ken S h il­
man of th is State, report tha t the 
F B I have taken the ir depositions. 
However, on November 2, 1961, 
H ow ard Stack £aked a f i t  o f in ­
sanity and was sent to  a m ental 
in s titu tion  by Judge Gwyn, Su­
pe rio r Court, U nion County.

“ I  said ‘faked’ and advisedly, 
since W arden Reid to ld  me la te r 
tha t i t  was qu ite  apparent tha t 
i t  was a fake. The purpose o f th is 
maneuver was transparently to 
make i t  appear tha t Stack, from  
the beginning of his d iff ic u lty  
w ith  G riswold, was insane.

I  believe tha t the aggrieved par­
ties are entitled  to some account 
of w hat the Government is doing 
in  th is m atter.”

Hotel Cancels Contract 
For Rights Day Dinner

NEW YORK, Dec. 5 —  The 
Emergency C iv il L iberties Com­
m ittee filed  su it in  the New Y ork 
Supreme C ourt yesterday fo r an 
in junc tion  to compel the Commo­
dore Hotel to f u l f i l l  its  contract 
fo r the group’s annual B il l  of 
R ights d inner on Dec. 15. The 
Commodore was used fo r  the d in ­
ner last year and reserved nine 
months ago fo r th is B il l  o f R ights 
Day.

The hotel gave as its reason tha t 
i t  had been subjected to pressure 
from  “ pa trio tic ”  groups, and was 
unyie ld ing to arguments e ither 
w ith  respect to the B il l  o f Rights, 
va lid ity  of contracts, o r elementa­
ry  decency.

The ECLC said i t  is determined 
to fig h t to m ainta in  its  righ ts  
“ w ith  the hope tha t every fig h t 
against the b igo try  of hate groups 
and the irrespons ib ility  o f man­
agerial cowards is im portan t in  the 
fig h t fo r our lib e rty .”
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FBI Watches Racists Attack 
Freedom Riders in McComb
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Facts Behind Stalin's Frame-Up Trials
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| Let the Truth Be Known \
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A t a recent p lenum  o f the Polish Com m unist P a rty  D r. Oskar 
Lange, a m in is te r in  the Gom ulka government, called upon the 
Soviet leaders to p rovide a M arx is t analysis of Stalin ism . H is re ­
quest echoes a grow ing  demand th roughout the w o rld  Commu­
n ist parties fo r  the whole tru th  about S ta lin ’s fram e-up  tr ia ls  
o f 1936-38.

W h ile  i t  is c learly  the du ty  of the Soviet leaders to fu rn ish  
the demanded explanation, Com m unist m ilita n ts  need not aw a it 
action b y  Khrushchev to get a M a rx is t analysis o f S talinism . 
They w i l l  f in d  i t  in  the w ritings, of Leon T ro tsky  across the whole 
period from  the tim e  S ta lin  took power u n t il the death o f T ro t­
sky at the hands of a S ta lin is t assassin in  1940.

On th is  page we p r in t excerpts from  an analysis of the 
Moscow T ria ls  presented in  1938 by T ro tsky who was the m ain 
target o f S ta lin ’s fram e-up  attack on the members o f L en in ’s 
Central Committee. They are taken from  T ro tsky ’s summ ary 
speech in  M exico to a Commission of In q u iry  in to  the Moscow 
Tria ls.

The Commission, made up of p rom inen t figures w ith  a re p u ta -; 
tion  fo r  in te llec tua l in te g rity , was headed by the late John Dewey, 
the em inent philosopher and teacher. Its  legal adviser was John 
F ine rty , famous fo r  his defense o f Tom Mooney and of Sacco and 
Vanzetti.

In  its  ve rd ic t the Commission held th a t T ro tsky  and his; co­
defendants in  S ta lin ’s purge tr ia ls  were not g u ilty . That ve rd ic t 
has now been confirm ed by Khrushchev’s admissions at the 22nd 
Congress o f the Soviet Com m unist Party.

I f  John Dewey were a live  he w ou ld  no doubt solidarize h im ­
self w ith  the Communist m ilita n ts  demanding from  the Soviet 
leaders a fu l l  explanation of the S ta lin is t fram e-up  system. He 
w ou ld  no doubt be foremost in  ca lling  fo r the reh ab ilita tion  Of 
a ll S ta lin ’s victim s.

Today’s s itua tion  calls fo r  men and women of in te llec tu a l in ­
te g r ity  to step fo rw a rd  in  the s p ir it of John Dewey and to fo llo w  
his splendid example in  acting courageously to uphold h is to ric  
tru th .

This artic le  consists of excerpts 
fro m  Leon T ro tsky ’s summary 
speech in  A p r i l  1937 before the 
Commission of In q u iry  in to  the 
Charges Made Against Leon T ro t­
sky in  the Moscow Tria ls. The 
fu l l  te x t of T ro tsky ’s speech is 
cu rren tly  available in  the book, 
S ta lin ’s Fram e-Up System and 
the Moscow Tria ls  (Pioneer Pub­
lishers, $1).

* * *
The oft-encountered, sem i-o ffi­

c ia l objection that the w ork  of 
the Commission can “ po litica lly  
harm ”  the U.S.S.R. and help 
fascism constitutes —  to pu t i t  
m ild ly  —  a compound of s tup id ity  
and hypocrisy. L e t us fo r  a mo­
ment grant tha t the charges of 
the Court against the Opposition 
have some basis —  tha t is, tha t 
dozens of men were not shot fo r 
nothing. In  tha t case, i t  can be l i t ­
tle  troub le  fo r a pow erfu l govern­
ment to produce the materials 
from  the p re lim ina ry  investiga­
tion, to f i l l  in  the gaps in  the

K A R L  R A D E K . B rillia n t B ol­
shevik journalist. S talin  sent 
him  to the w a ll as a “fascist 
agent.”

records of the court proceedings, 
expla in the contradictions, and 
dispel doubts. In  such case an 
exam ination could only increase 
the au thority  of the Soviet Gov­
ernment.

B u t w ha t i f  the Commission la id  
bare the premeditated fraud  of 
the Moscow charges? W ould not 
po litica l caution then dictate 
avoiding the risk  of an investiga­
tion? Such a consideration, seldom 
expressed candidly and fu lly , is 
based on the craven notion tha t 
one can fig h t the forces of reac­
tion  w ith  fictions, humbug and 
lies, as i f  the best remedy fo r cu r­
ing a sickness consisted in  re fra in ­
ing from  ca lling i t  by name. I f  

>the present Soviet Government is 
capable of resorting to  bloody 
ju d ic ia l fram e-ups to deceive its 
own people, i t  cannot be the a lly  
of the w orld  p ro le ta ria t in  the 
struggle against reaction. Its  in ­
terna l inadequacy must in this 
event reveal itse lf at the f irs t m a­
jo r  h istoric shock. The sooner the 
infection is exposed, the sooner 
the inevitable crisis comes, the 
greater the hope tha t i t  can s till 
be overcome in  tim e by the liv in g  
forces of the organism. On the 
other hand, closing one’s eyes to 
disease means only to d rive  i t  
deeper in te rna lly . This w ould lead 
to a great h istoric catastrophe.

S ta lin  rendered his f irs t great 
service to H it le r  through the the­
ory and practice of “ social-fas- 
cism.”  He rendered his second 
service through the Moscow tria ls. 
These tria ls, in  which the greatest 
m ora l values are crushed and v io ­
lated, cannot be blotted out from  
the consciousness of m ankind. I t  
is possible to help the masses re­
cover from  the wound in flic ted  
upon them by the tr ia ls  only 
through complete c la rity  and the 
fu l l  tru th .

The opposition of a certain type 
of “ friends”  to the investigation 
w hich in  itse lf is a cry ing scandal, 
arises from  the fact tha t even the 
most zealous defenders of Moscow 
justice lack inner conviction of the

soundness of the ir case. They 
cover th e ir secret fears w ith  com­
p lete ly contradictory and un ­
w orthy  arguments. A n  investiga­
tion, they say, is “ in te rvention  in 
the in te rna l a ffa irs  of the U.S. 
S.R.” ! B u t has not the w orld  
p ro le ta ria t the r ig h t to intervene 
in  the in te rna l a ffa irs  of the 
U.S.S.R.? In  the ranks of the 
Comintern they s til l repeat: “ The 
U.S.S.R. is the fatherland of a ll 
the to ilers.”  A  strange fatherland 
in  whose a ffa irs  nobody dares in ­
tervene! I f  the w ork ing  masses are 
suspicious o f the acts o f the ir 
leaders, the la tte r are under ob li­
gation to give them fu l l  explana­
tions and every fa c ility  fo r  an in ­
vestigation. Neither the state p ro ­
secutor, nor the judges, nor the 
members of the P o litica l Bureau 
of the .U.S.S.R. are exempt from  
th is  elementary ru le. Whoever 
tries to raise him self above w o rk ­
ers’ democracy, by tha t very act 
betrays it.

To the above i t  must be added 
tha t the question is not an “ in ­
te rna l”  a ffa ir  of the U.S.S.R., even 
when viewed pure ly  fo rm a lly . I t  
is already five  years since the 
Moscow bureaucracy deprived me, 
m y w ife  and our elder son of 
Soviet citizenship. Thereby they 
also robbed themselves of every 
special r ig h t w ith  respect to  us. 
We have been bereft of a “ fa the r­
land”  w hich could defend us. I t  
is but natura l tha t we should 
place ourselves under the protec­
tion  of in ternational public opin­
ion . . . .

The crudest pa rt o f the ju d ic ia l 
fram e-up, a like in  design and 
execution, is the charge o f sabo­
tage against the “ Trotskyites.”  
This aspect of the tr ia l, w hich 
constitutes one of the most im por­
tan t elements of the whole 
amalgam, has convinced nobody 
( i f  one excludes gentlemen of the 
type of D uran ty  and Company). 
The w orld  learned, from  the in ­
dictm ent and' the proceedings, tha t 
a ll Soviet industry was v ir tu a lly  
in  the control o f “ a handfu l of 
T rotskyites.”  N or were matters 
any better as regards transporta­
tion. B u t of w hat d id the T ro t- 
skyite acts of sabotage rea lly  con­
sist? In  PyatakoV’s confessions, 
corroborated by the testim ony of 
his fo rm er subordinates who sat 
beside h im  on the prisoners’ 
bench, i t  was revealed that (a) 
plans fo r  new factories were too 
s low ly drafted, and revised time 
and again; (b) the construction 
of factories took fa r too long, and 
caused the im m obiliza tion of colos­
sal sums; (c) enterprises were pu t 
in to  operation in  an unfinished 
state and consequently were 
qu ick ly  ru ined; (d) there were 
disproportions among the various 
sections of new plants, w ith  the 
resu lt that the productive capacity 
o f the factories was reduced in 
the extreme; (e) the plants ac­
cumulated superfluous reserves of 
raw  materials and supplies, thus 
transform ing liv in g  capital in to  
dead capital; ( f )  supplies were 
w ild ly  squandered, etc. A ll  these 
phenomena, long known as the 
chronic diseases o f Soviet eco­
nomic life , are now put fo rw ard  
as the fru its  of a malicious con­
spiracy w hich Pyatakov led—nat­
u ra lly , under m y orders. . . .

W hat has ju s t been said about 
industry applies w ho lly  to trans­
portation as w ell. Railroad spe­
cialists calculate tha t the carry ing 
capacity of a ra ilroad has certain 
technical lim its . From  the time 
when Kaganovich took over the 
management of the transportation 
system, the “ theory of lim its ”  was 
o ff ic ia lly  declared to be a bour­
geois prejudice; worse yet, the in ­
vention of saboteurs. Hundreds of 
engineers and technicians had to 
atone fo r the ir d irect o r ind irect 
support of the “ theory of lim its .”  
Undoubtedly many old specialists, 
tra ined under the conditions of 
capita lis t economy, flag ran tly  un­
derestimated the possibilities in ­
herent in  planned methods, and 
were consequently inclined to set 
extrem ely lòw  norms. B u t that

does not at a ll mean tha t the 
tempos of the economy depend 
solely on the insp ira tion and 
energy of the bureaucracy. The 
general indus tria l equipment of 
the country, the reciprocal in te r­
dependence o f the v a r i o u s  
branches of industry, transporta­
tion  and agriculture, the level of 
s k ill of the workers, the percent­
age of experienced engineers, and 
lastly, the general m ateria l and 
cu ltu ra l level of the population — 
these are the essential factors 
w h ich  have the last w ord in  the 
fix in g  o f lim its . The e ffo rt o f the 
bureaucracy to vio late these fac­
tors by naked commands, reprisals 
and prem iums ( “ Stakhanovism” ) 
inev itab ly  exacts harsh penalties 
in  the fo rm  o f  disorganization of 
plants, damage of machinery, a 
h igh proportion of damaged goods, 
accidents and disasters. There is 
not the slightest ground fo r drag­
ging a “ Trotskyite  conspiracy”  in ­
to th is matter.

The task of the prosecution is 
extrem ely complicated by the ad­
d itiona l fact tha t from  February, 
1930, onwards, I  exposed in  the 
press, system atically and per­
sistently, year in  and year out, 
from  one month to the next, the 
self-same vices of bureaucratized 
economy w h ich  are now being 
charged against a fantastic “ T ro t­
skyist”  organization. I  proved tha t 
Soviet industry required not m ax­
im um  bu t optimum  tempos —  i.e., 
such tempos as would, by resting 
u p o n  m utua l correspondence 
among various sections of one and 
the same enterprise and among 
various enterprises, insure the un­
in te rrup ted  grow th  of economy in 
the fu tu re . I  w rote  in  the B u lle tin  
of the Opposition on February 
13th, 1930:

Industry  is racing towards a 
crisis, above a ll because o f the 
monstrous bureaucratic methods 
o f colla ting the plan. A  five - 
year plan can be drafted, pre­
serving the necessary propor­
tions and guarantees, only on 
the condition of a free discus­
sion of the tempos and the terms 
set, w ith  the partic ipation in  the 
discussion of a ll the interested 
forces in  industry, the w ork ing  
class, a ll i t  organizations, and

G R EG O R Y Z IN O V IE V . First 
president of the Communist In ­
ternational. He was executed as 
“a fascist dog gone m ad.”

above a ll the Party itse lf; w ith  
the free verifica tion  of the en­
tire  experience o f Soviet econ­
omy in  the recent period, in ­
c luding the monstrous mistakes 
of the leadership . . .  A  -plan 
of socialist construction cannot 
be arrived at in  the guise of an 
a p r io r i departmental directive.

The “ Trotskyites,”  we are told 
at every step, constitute an in ­
s ignificant handful, isolated from  
and hated by the masses. I t  is fo r 
th is very reason tha t they a l­
legedly resorted to the methods of 
ind iv idua l te rro r. The p icture 
alters completely, however, when 
we come to sabotage. To be sure, 
a single man can th row  sand into 
a machine or b low  up a bridge. 
B u t in  the court we hear of such 
methods of sabotage as w ould be 
possible only i f  the, entire adm in­

is tra tive  apparatus were in  the 
hands of the saboteurs . . . .

The most vicious m anifesta­
tions of “ sabotage”  are now dis­
covered in  the chemical industry, 
where the in te rna l proportions 
were especially grossly violated. 
Yet seven years ago, when the 
Soviet power f irs t rea lly  began 
bu ild ing  th is branch o f industry, 
I  w rote:

For example, the solution of 
the question as to w ha t place 
the chemical industry  should 
occupy in  the plan fo r the years 
im m ediately ahead can be pre­
pared only by an open struggle 
among the various economic 
groupings and various branches 
of industry fo r the ir share of 
chem istry in  the national econ­
omy. Soviet democracy is not 
the demand of abstract politics, 
and s ti l l  less of m ora lity . I t  has 
become a m atter of economic 
necessity. .

W hat was the real situation in 
th is respect? “ Industria liza tion ,”  
I  w rote in  the same artic le, “ is 
more and more kept going by the 
adm in istra tive w h ip . Equipm ent 
and labor forces are being 
strained. The disproportions be­
tween the ind iv idua l branches of 
industry are accumulating.’’

I  do not intend to burden the 
record w ith  citations. B u t I  am 
ready to demonstrate w ith  a col­
lection of m y articles in  m y hand 
tha t fo r seven years, on the basis 
of the o ffic ia l Soviet press reports, 
I  u n tir in g ly  warned against the 
ruinous consequences of skipping 
the period of laboratory prepara­
tion, of pu tting  incomplete plants 
in to  operation, of supplanting 
technical tra in ing  and correct o r­
ganization by fra n tic  and sense­
less reprisals, and, not in fre ­
quently, fantastic premiums. A ll  
the economic “ crimes”  referred to 
at the last tr ia l were analyzed by 
me countless times —  beginning 
in  February, 1930, and ending in 
m y latest book, “ The Revolution 
Betrayed”  —  as the inevitable con­
sequences of the bureaucratic 
system. I  have not the slightest 
ground fo r  boasting of m y per­
spicacity. A l l  I  had to do was to 
fo llow  a tten tive ly  the o ffic ia l re­
ports and draw rud im entary con­
clusions from  the incontestable 
facts.

I f  the “ sabotage”  of Pyatakov

and the others, as the ind ictm ent 
states, began active ly only around 
the year 1934, how is one to  ex­
p la in  the fact that already in  the 
fo u r preceding years I  demanded 
the radical remedying of those 
diseases o f . Soviet industry w hich 
are now represented as due. to the 
malicious activ ities of “ T ro tsky­
ites” ? B u t perhaps m y ' c ritica l 
w o rk  was mere “ camouflage” ? 
According to thè real sense of tha t 
term, such camouflage could only 
have been intended to conceal 
crimes. Y e t my critic ism , on the 
contrary, exposed them. I t  thus 
transpires tha t w h ile  secretly or­
ganizing sabotage, I  did everyth ing 
in  m y power to draw  the attention

 of the Government to the acts 
of “ sabotage” and thereby —  to 
the perpetrators. A ll  this would 
have been extrem ely clever —  i f  
i t  were not so u tte r ly  nonsen­
sical . . . .

The extent of the shamelessness 
of the inquisitors, moreover, is 
seen in  the fact tha t the accused, 
on the persistent demand of the  
prosecution, declared —  though, to 
be sure, not w ithou t reluctance —- 
tha t they deliberately strove to 
cause as many human v ic tim s as 
possible, in  order thus to inspire 
discontent among the workers. B u t 
tha t is not all. On March 24th — 
that is, jus t a few days ago —  a 
dispatch from  Moscow related the 
shooting of three “ Trotskyites”  
fo r malicious arson of a school in  
Novosibirsk in  w hich many ch il­
dren were burned to death. P erm it : 
me also to reca ll tha t m y young­
er son, Sergei Sedov, was arrest­
ed on the charge of attem pting the 
mass poisoning of workers. Le t US 
fo r a moment imagine tha t the 
Government of the United States 
had, on the heels o f the Texas 
school disaster which shocked the 
entire w orld, launched throughout 
the country a rabid campaign 
against the Com intern and charged 
i t  w ith  the malicious exterm ina­
tion  of children, and we get an 
approximate notion of the cur­
ren t po licy o f S talin. Such v ile  
charges, possible only in  the po l­
lu ted atmosphere of a to ta lita rian  
régime, bear th e ir re fu ta tion  w ith ­
in  themselves. . . .

The second fantastic theory 
w hich is p u t in to circulation, by 
the friends of the G.P.U. declares 
that in  view  of m y general posi-
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Faith in the Bright Future of Mankind'

Trotsky ( le f t ) ,  Lenin  (center) and Kam enev during the early  
days of the Russian Revolution when the Bolsheviks freely argued 
out d iffering  views and the party  ranks made the fin a l decisions.

tion  I  am presumably po litica lly  
interested in  expediting war. The 
usual line  of argument is as fo l­
lows: T ro tsky is fo r  the in terna­
tiona l revolution. I t  is w e ll known 
tha t w a r often produces revo lu ­
tion. Ergo, Tro tsky must be in te r­
ested in  expediting war.

People who believe this, or who 
ascribe such ideas to me, have a 
very feeble conception of revo lu ­
tion, w ar, and th e ir interdepend­
ence.

W ar has in  fact often expedited 
revolution. B u t precisely fo r th is 
reason i t  has often led to abortive 
results. W ar sharpens social con­
tradictions and mass discontent. 
B u t tha t is insu ffic ien t fo r  the 
tr ium ph  of the pro le tarian revo lu­
tion. W ithou t a revo lu tionary 
pa rty  rooted in  the masses, the 
revo lu tionary s ituation leads to 
the most cruel defeats. The task 
is no t to “ expedite”  w a r —  fo r 
this, un fortunate ly , the im peria l­
ists of a ll countries are w orking, 
not unsuccessfully. The task is to 
U tilize the tim e w hich the im ­
peria lists s ti l l  leave to the w o rk ­
ing  masses fo r  the bu ild ing  of a 
revo lu tionary pa rty  and revo lu­
tionary  trade unions.

I t  is in  the v ita l interest of the 
pro le tarian revolution tha t the 
outbreak of w a r be delayed as 
long as possible, tha t the m ax i­
m um  possible tim e be gained fo r 
preparation. The more firm , the 
more courageous, the more rev­
o lu tionary the conduct of the to i l­
ers, the more the im peria lists w il l  
hesitate, the more surely w il l  i t  
be possible to postpone w ar, the 
greater w i l l  be the chances tha t 
the devolution w il l  occur p rio r to 
w a r and perhaps make w ar itse lf 
impossible.

I t  is precisely because the 
Fourth  In te rna tiona l stands fo r 
the in te rnationa l revo lu tion tha t 
i t  is one of the factors w ork ing  
against w ar; fo r  —  I  repeat —  the 
only check to a new w o rld  w a r is 
the fear, among the propertied 
classes, of revo lu tion  . . . .

Grave Phenomena
W ar and revo lu tion  are the 

gravest and most trag ic phenom­
ena in  human h istory. You can- 
net joke w ith  them. They do not 
to lerate d ile ttantism . We m ust un ­
derstand c learly the in te rre la tion ­
ship o f w ar and revolution. We 
must  understand no less clearly 
the in terre la tionsh ip  of the objec­
tive  revo lu tionary factors, w hich 
cannot be induced at w il l,  and the 
subjective  factor of the revo lu­
tion  —  the conscious vanguard of 
the pro le taria t, its  party. I t  i$ 
necessary to prepare th is party  
w ith  the utmost energy.

Can one adm it fo r a moment that 
the so-called “ Trotskyites,”  the 
extreme le ft w ing, hounded and 
persecuted by a ll other tendencies, 
w ould devote the ir forces to con­
tem ptib le adventures, sabotage and 
w a r provocation, instead of b u ild ­
ing a new revo lu tionary party 
capable of meeting the revo lu tion­
ary situation w e ll armed? O nly 
the cynical contempt of S ta lin  and 
his school fo r  w o rld  pub lic  opin­
ion, together, w ith  S ta lin ’s p r im i­
tive  police cunning, are capable 
o f creating such a monstrous and 
nonsensical accusation!

I  hâve explained in  scores of 
articles and hundreds o f letters 
tha t . a m ilita ry  defeat of the 
U.S.S.R. w ould  inev itab ly  signify 
the restoration of capita lism  in  a 
sem i-colonial fo rm  under a fascist 
po litica l régime, the dismember­
ment of the country, and the 
w recking of the October Revolu­
tion. Ind ignant at the po licy of 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy, many of 
m y  fo rm er po litica l friends in  
various countries arrived at the 
conclusion tha t we cannot take 
upon ourselves the obligation 
“ unconditiona lly”  to defend the 
U.S.S.R. Opposing th is attitude, I  
argued tha t i t  is im perm issible to 
id e n tify  the bureaucracy w ith  the 
U.S.S.R.; tha t the new social foundation

 o f the U.S.S.R. must be 
unconditionally defended against 
im peria lism ; tha t the Bonapartist 
bureaucracy w il l  be overthrow n by

the to iling  masses only on condi­
tion  that the foundation o f the 
new economic régime of the 
U.S.S.R. is preserved. On this 
question I  broke pub lic ly  and 
dem onstratively w ith  dozens of old 
and hundreds of new friends. M y 
archives contain an enormous cor­
respondence devoted to the ques­
tion  of the defense of the U.S.S.R. 
F ina lly , m y latest book, “ The 
Revolution Betrayed,”  gives a de­
ta iled analysis of the m ilita ry  and 
dip lom atic policies of the U.S.S.R., 
expressly from  the standpoint of 
the defense of the country. Now, 
by the grace of the G.P.U., i t  ap­
pears tha t w h ile  breaking w ith  
many close friends who did not 
understand the necessity of uncon­
d itiona l defense o f the U.S.S.R. 
against im peria lism , I  was actual­
ly  concluding alliances w ith  the 
im peria lists and urg ing the de­
struction of the economic founda­
tion  of the U.S.S.R............

A n  Am erican w r ite r  complained 
to me in  a conversation: “ I t  is 
d iff ic u lt fo r me to believe,”  he 
said, “ tha t you entered in to  an 
alliance w ith  fascism; b u t i t  is 
equally d iff ic u lt fo r me to believe 
tha t S ta lin  carried out such hor­
rib le  fram e-ups.”  I  can only p ity  
the author o f th is rem ark. I t  is, 
in  fact, d iff ic u lt to fin d  a solution 
i f  one approaches the question ex­
clusive ly from  an in d iv idua l psy­
chological and not po litica l v iew ­
point. I  do no t w ish to deny by 
th is the importance o f the in d iv id ­
ua l element in  history.' N either 
S ta lin  no r I  fin d  ourselves in  our 
present positions by accident. But 
we did not create thesé positions. 
Each of us is draw n in to  this 
drama as the representative of def­
in ite  ideas and principles. In  the ir 
turn , the ideas and principles do 
not fa ll from  the sky, bu t have 
profound social roots. That is w hy 
one must take, not the psycho­
logical abstraction of S ta lin  as a 
“ man,”  bu t his concrete, h istorica l 
personality as leader of the So­
v ie t bureaucracy. One can under­
stand the acts of S talin only by 
starting from  the conditions of ex­
istence o f the new priv ileged stra­
tum  ,greedy fo r power, greedy fo r 
m ateria l comforts, apprehensive 
fo r  its positions, fearing the 
masses, and m orta lly  hating a ll 
opposition.

The position of a priv ileged 
bureaucracy in  a society which 
that bureaucracy itse lf calls So­
cia lis t is not only contradictory, 
bu t also false. The more prec ip i­
tate the jum p from  the October 
overturn  —  w hich la id  bare a ll 
social falsehood —  to the present 
situation, in  w hich a caste of up­
starts is forced to cover up its so­
cia l ulcers, the cruder the Ther- 
m idorian lies. I t  is, consequently, 
a question not sim ply o f the in ­
d iv idua l depravity of th is or that 
person, bu t of the corruption 
lodged in  the position o f a whole 
social group fo r whom ly ing  has 
become a v ita l po litica l necessity. 
In  the struggle fo r its new ly gained 
positions this caste has reeducated 
itse lf and simultaneously reeducat- 
ed —  or rather, demoralized —  its 
leaders. I t  raised upon its shoul­
ders the man who best, most

resolutely and most ruthlessly ex­
presses its interests. Thus Stalin, 
who was once a revolution ist, be­
came the leader of the Therm i- 
dorian caste.

The form ulas of M arxism , ex­
pressing the interests of the 
masses, more and more incon­
venienced the bureaucracy, in  so 
fo r as they were inev itab ly  d i­
rected against its  interests. From 
the tim e tha t I  entered in to  oppo­
sition to the bureaucracy, its  cour- 
tier-theoretic ians began to call the 
revo lu tionary essence of M arx ism
—  “ Trotskyism .”  A t the same 
time, the o ffic ia l conception of 
Leninism  changed from  year to 
year, becoming more and more 
adapted to  the needs of the ru lin g  
caste. Books devoted to P arty  his­
tory, to the October Revolution, or 
to the theory of Leninism , were 
revised annually. I  have adduced 
an example from  the lite ra ry  ac­
t iv i ty  of S ta lin  himself. In  1918 
he wrote tha t the v ic to ry  of the 
October insurrection was “ p r in ­
c ipa lly  and above a ll”  assured by 
T ro tsky ’s leadership. In  1924 Sta­
l in  w rote tha t T ro tsky could not 
have played any special rô le in  
the October Revolution. To this 
tune the whole h istoriography was 
adjusted. This signifies in  practice 
tha t hundreds of young scholars 
and thousands of journalists were 
system atically tra ined in  the sp ir it 
o f fa ls ifica tion. W hoever resisted 
was stifled. This applies in  a s til l 
greater measure to the propa­
gandists, functionaries, judges, not 
to speak of the exam ining magis­
trates of the G.P.U. The incessant 
P arty  purges were directed above 
a ll toward the uprooting of “ T ro t­
skyism,”  and during  these purges 
not only discontented workers 
were called “ Troskyites,”  bu t also 
a ll w rite rs  who honestly presented 
h istorica l facts or citations w hich 
contradicted the latest o ffic ia l 
standardization. Novelists and ar­
tists were subject to the same 
régime. The sp iritua l atmosphere 
of the country became completely 
impregnated w ith  the poison of 
conventionalities, lies and d irect 
frame-ups.

A ll  the possibilities along this 
road were soon exhausted. The 
theoretical and h istorica l fa ls ifica ­
tions no longer attained th e ir aims
—  people grew too accustomed to 
them. I t  was necessary to give to 
bureaucratic repression a more 
massive foundation. To bolster up 
the lite ra ry  fa lsifications, accusa­
tions of a c rim ina l character were 
brought in.

M y exile  from  the 'U.S.S.R. was 
o ffic ia lly  motivated by the allega­
tion that I  had prepared an “ armed 
insurrection.”  However, the accu­
sation launched against me was 
not even published in  the press. 
Today i t  may seem incredible, 
bu t already in  1929 we were con­
fronted w ith  accusations against 
the Trotskyites of “ sabotage,”  
“ espionage,”  “ preparation of ra i l­
road wrecks,”  etc., in  the Soviet 
press. However, there was not a 
single tr ia l invo lv ing  these accu­
sations. The m atter was lim ited  
to a lite ra ry  calumny w hich rep­
resented, nevertheless, the f irs t 
l in k  in  the preparation of the fu ­
tu re  ju d ic ia l frame-ups. To ju s tify  
the repressions, i t  was necessary 
to have fram ed accusations. To 
give w eight to the false accusa­
tions, i t  was necessary to reinforce 
them w ith  more b ru ta l repres­
sions. Thus the logic of the strug­
gle drove Sta lin  along the road of 
■gigantic ju d ic ia l amalgams.

International Reasons
They also became necessary to 

h im  fo r in te rna tiona l reasons. I f  
the Soviet bureaucracy does not 
w ant revolutions and fears them, 
i t  cannot, at the same time, openly 
renounce the revo lu tionary tra d i­
tions w ithou t de fin ite ly  under­
m in ing  its prestige w ith in  the 
U.S.S.R. However, the obvious 
bankruptcy of the Comintern 
opens the way fo r a new In te r­
national. Since 1933, the idea of 
new revo lu tionary parties under 
the banner o f the Fourth In te rna­
tiona l has met w ith  great success 
in  the Old and New Worlds. Only 
w ith  d iff ic u lty  can an outside ob­
server appreciate the real dimen­
sions of th is success. I t  cannot be 
measured by membership statistics 
alone. The general tendency of 
development is of much greater 
importance. Deep, in te rna l fissures 
are spreading throughout a ll the 
sections of the Comintern, w hich 
at the f irs t h istoric shock w il l  
result in  splits and debacles. I f  
S ta lin  fears the lit t le  B u lle tin  of 
the Opposition  and punishes its 
in troduction in to  the U.S.S.R. w ith  
death, i t  is not d if f ic u lt  to under­
stand w hat fr ig h t seizes the bu­
reaucracy at the possib ility  that 
news o f the self-sacrific ing w ork  
of the Fourth  In te rnationa l in  the 
service of the w ork ing  class may 
penetrate in to  the U.S.S.R.

The m ora l au thority  o f the 
leaders of the bureaucracy and, 
above all, o f S talin, rests in  large 
measure upon the Tower of Babel 
of slanders and fa ls ifica tions erect­
ed over a period of th irteen years. 
The m ora l au thority  o f the Com-

in te rn  rests en tire ly  and exclusive­
ly  on the m ora l au tho rity  o f the 
Soviet bureaucracy. In  its tu rn , the 
au tho rity  of the Comintern as w e ll 
as its support, is necessary fo r 
S ta lin  before the Russian w o rk ­
ers. This Tower of Babel, which 
frightens i t  own builders, is m ain­
tained inside the U.S.S.R. w ith  the 
aid of more and more te rrib le  re ­
pressions, and outside the U.S.S.R. 
w ith  the aid o f a gigantic appa­
ratus which, through resources 
draw n from  the labor of the So­
v ie t workers and peasants, poisons 
w o rld  public opinion w ith  the 
v irus  of lies, fa ls ifica tions and 
blackm ail. M illions  o f people 
throughout the w o rld  id e n tify  the 
October Revolution w ith  the Ther- 
m idorian bureaucracy, the Soviet 
U nion w ith  S ta lin ’s clique, the 
revo lu tionary workers w ith  the 
u tte r ly  demoralized Com intern ap­
paratus.

The f irs t great breach in  th is 
Tower of Babel w i l l  necessarily 
cause i t  to collapse entire ly , and 
bu ry  beneath its  debris the au­
th o rity  of the Therm idorian chiefs. 
That is w hy i t  is fo r S ta lin  a 
life -and-death question to k i l l  the 
Fourth  In te rnationa l w h ile  i t  is 
s til l in  embryo! Now, as we are 
here exam ining the Moscow tria ls , 
the Executive Committee of the 
Comintern, according to in fo rm a­
tion  in  the press, is s itting  in  
Moscow. Its  agenda is: The strug­
gle against w o rld  'Trotskyism , The 
session of the Executive Com m it­
tee of the Com intern is no t only 
a l in k  in  the long chain o f the 
Moscow frame-ups, bu t also the 
projection of the la tte r on the 
w orld  arena. Tom orrow  we shall 
hear about new misdeeds of the 
Trotskyites in  Spain of th e ir d irect 
o r ind irect support of the fas­
cists . . . .

Prowling the World
Emissaries of the G.P.U. are 

prow ling  in  a ll countries o f the 
O ld and the New W orld. They do 
not lack money. W hat does i t  mean 
to the ru lin g  clique to spend tw en­
ty  or f i f t y  m illions o f dollars more 
or less, to sustain its au thority  
and its power? These gentlemen 
buy human consciences like  sacks 
of potatoes. We shall see th is in  
many instances.

Fortunate ly, not everybody can 
be bought. Otherwise hum anity 
w ould have rotted away a long 
tim e ago. Here, in  the person of 
the Commission, we have a pre­
cious cell of unmarketable public 
conscience. A ll  those who th irs t fo r 
pu rifica tion  of the social atmos­
phere w il l  tu rn  ins tinc tive ly  
tow ard the Commission. In  spite 
of intrigues, bribes and calumny, 
i t  w i l l  be rap id ly  protected by 
the arm or o f the sympathy of 
broad, popular masses.

Ladies and gentlemen of the 
Commission! A lready fo r five  
years —  I  repeat, five  years! —  I  
have incessantly demanded the 
creation of an in te rnationa l com­
mission of inqu iry . The day I  re ­
ceived the telegram about the 
creation of your sub-commission 
was a great holiday in  m y life  . . . .

Esteemed Commissioners! The 
experience of my life , in  which 
there has been no lack e ither of 
successes or of fa ilures, has not 
only not destroyed m y fa ith  in  the 
clear, b righ t fu tu re  of m ankind, 
but, on the contrary, has given i t  
an indestructib le temper. This 
fa ith  in  reason, in  tru th , in  human 
so lidarity, w h ich  at the age of 
eighteen I  took w ith  me in to  the 
w orkers’ quarters of the p ro v in ­
cial Russian town of N iko la iev —  
this fa ith  I  have preserved fu lly  
and completely. I t  has become 
more mature, bu t not less ardent. 
In  the very fact of your Com­
mission’s form ation —  in the fact 
that, at its head, is a man of un­
shakable authority, a man who by 
v irtu e  of his age should have the 
r ig h t to remain outside of the 
skirmishes in the p o lit ic a l arena
—  In  th is fact I see a new and 
tru ly  m agnificent reinforcem ent of 
the revo lu tionary optim ism  w hich 
constitutes the fundam ental ele­
ment of m y life .
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Fresh Ideas by Polish, Italian Communists

Fidel Castro and Marxism
In  a Dec. 2 speech F ide l Castro, describing the evo lu tion  of 

h is own p o litica l th ink ing , declared he had become a convinced 
M arx is t-L en in is t. He placed the great change in  his po litica l 
th in k in g  a fte r his movement had come to power.

Castro’s p o litica l development m irro rs  th a t of the Cuban 
R evolution itse lf. S ta rting  as a m iddle-class, lib e ra l m ovement to ■ 
replace B a tis ta ’s ty ra n n y  w ith  a democratic and hum anitarian  
society, i t  faced defeat in  v ic to ry . B a rring  the accomplishment of 
its  aims stood the colossal power o f im peria lism  and the ug ly  
rea lities o f capita lism  in  an underdeveloped country.

Had the Cuban Revo lution rem ained w ith in  the confines of 
its  o rig in a l p o litica l perspectives, Cuba w ou ld  have been a repe­
t it io n  o f the same, old, sad L a tin -A m e rica n  story: A n  idealis tic  
re vo lt against despotism, a m oment , o f great popular hope fo r a 
better life , some months o f bourgeois p o litica l democracy fo llow ed 
by co rrup tion  and d is illusion, the thum bs-dow n signal from  Wash­
ing ton  and W a ll S treet fo r rem oval o f the po litica l “ idealists”  
to lerated perforce t i l l  the storm  had abated, then an au thorita rian  
regim e o r m ilita ry  d ictatorship.

Cuba’s leaders’ tu rn  towards M a rx is t thought and practice 
broke th is  fa m ilia r pa tte rn  and created something new and hope­
fu l  under the Western Hemisphere’s sun.

Persecution of Black Muslims
In  the f ir s t  o f a series o f tr ia ls  in  Monroe, Louisiana, of the 

re lig ious movement know n as the B lack M uslims, m in is te r T roy 
X  has been sentenced to ten years on a charge o f c rim ina l anarchy. 
The prosecution claimed he advocated v io len t overthrow  of the 
governm ent by d isp lay ing  on the w a ll o f the mosque a blackboard 
showing an Am erican flag, a b lack man hanging from  a tree and 
the inscrip tion, “ S lavery, h e ll and death.”

The case against T roy X  is on the same plane as tha t against 
A sbury H ow ard in  B irm ingham  in  1959. Howard had reproduced 
on a poster a cartoon from  a Negro newspaper dep icting a hand­
cuffed Negro p ray ing  fo r equal rights. A ttached to the handcuffs 
was a tag reading: “ You can’t  enter here, ride  here, w o rk  here, 
p lay  here, study here, eat here, d r in k  here, w a lk  here, w orship  
here.”

The sentencing o f H ow ard to six months on an Alabama 
chain gang ju s t ly  aroused a nationa l fu ro r. W hy is there hard ly  
any m ention of, le t alone protest against, the sentencing of 
T roy  X  to ten years o f h e ll in  a Louisiana prison?

We believe the p rinc ip a l reason is tha t most liberals, and 
even radicals, are not sym pathetic to the teachings of T roy  X  
and the other B lack M uslim s now  being persecuted (three  other 
m in is ters were ja ile d  in  various cities last m onth) and haven’t  
bestirred themselves to protest.

The test o f p rinc ip a l regarding c iv il libe rties  is not s im p ly 
defense of those whose ideas one finds agreeable b u t defense also 
o f people lik e  the B lack M uslim s, w ith  whom  one m ay disagree 
strongly, b u t who in  th e ir  own w ay are sincerely seeking freedom 
fo r  th e ir  people.

...Reserve Call-Up Stirs Hornet's Nest
(Continued from  Page 1)

dent was discussed and he said: 
“ I f  I  ever fin d  out who did a 
th ing  lik e  that, those men w il l  
be dealt w ith  properly. That’s a l­
most sedition.”

Gen. T ra in , who boasts tha t he 
has studied communism and com­
m unist tactics at various com­
mand schools, says he is concerned 
about subversive influences in  the 
current situation.

Reservists’ anger is so w ide­
spread and vocal tha t numerous 
politic ians w ith  an eye to next 
year’s elections are getting in  on 
the act. Thus Rep. A lv in  O’K on- 
sk i (R .-W is.) v is ited a national 
guard d iv is ion from  his state sta­
tioned in  the Pacific Northwest. 
A fte rw ards he said, “ the words 
‘w hy are we here’ are s ti l l  ring ing  
in  m y head.”  He also said the men 
were being in tim ida ted and s i­
lenced, and accused the arm y of 
s tarting a “ whitewash.”  Wiscon­
sin’s Democratic Senator P rox- 
m ire  qu ick ly  betook h im self to the 
camp and fo r three days lived  and 
•talked w ith  his G I constituents. 
Though try in g  to absolve the ad­
m in is tra tion , he listed at the head 
o f the complaints a desire to know  
w hy  they had been called up.

Two letters, signed by 176 men

at F t. Polk, Louisiana, were sent 
to the papers. Opposite the signa­
ture  of a G I named Coleman ap­
peared the fo llow ing  notation: 
“ Pfc Coleman is pending court 
m a rtia l fo r th is le tte r w hich is 
only another of the wrongs we 
endure at th is place.”

Specialist F if th  Class W .M. M il­
le r at F t. Devens sent the Boston 
H erald  a protest le tte r and was 
thereupon given tw o weeks of 
punishment.

A t his Nov. 29 press conference 
Kennedy got quite agitated over 
the question about the reservists’ 
morale. He said the men w ould  
not be kept in  over a year and 
tha t efforts w ould be made to get 
them  out sooner.

On Dec. 4 A rm y  Secretary E lvis 
J. S tahr announced tha t the cause 
o f G I g rip ing  had been cor­
rected. He quoted inspecting gen­
erals who said morale was “ h igh”  
and “ m agnificent.”  I t  was also an­
nounced tha t the called-up men 
w il l  get more indoctrina tion  about 
th e ir v ita l role in  the defense e f­
fo r t even though they th in k  they 
are ju s t k ill in g  tim e p ick ing  up 
cigarette butts and pa in ting  bar­
racks. F in a lly  an order w ent from  
Washington to F t. Devens counter­
manding the punishm ent of- M il­
ler, the le tte r-to -the -ed ito r w rite r.

B y  George La va n
Reverberations o f the exposure 

o f S ta lin ’s crimes by the 22nd 
Congress of the Soviet Communist 
P arty  continue and are going 
deeper in  the Communist Parties 
inside and outside the Soviet bloc.

Both in  Poland and Ita ly  CP 
leaders are m aking speeches and 
statements about S talin ism  w hich 
go beyond the lim its  of the de- 
S talin ization mapped out by 
Khrushchev. They are calling upon 
the K re m lin  leaders to explain 
how Stalin ism  developed and are 
seeking ways of preventing its 
recurrence.

A t the recent meeting of the 
Polish CP Central Committee, 
pa rty  chief, W ladyslaw Gomulka' 
reported on the 22nd Congress 
w hich he had attended. He called 
upon the Soviet leaders to give a 
fu lle r  explanation of how a social 
phenomenon like  S talinism  could 
arise. He him self advanced an ex­
planation of how the ru le  by te r­
ror, w hich he compared to the In ­
quisition, had developed in  the 
USSR. The purges, he said, were 
S ta lin ’s paranoic reaction to re­
sistance by peasants and workers 
to the forced collectivization of 
the early 1930’s.

“ I t  appears tha t the overstep­
ping , o f th is l im it began when 
Soviet ru ra l areas were pu t on the 
path of collectiv ization,”  Gomulka 
said. “ This tim e must also be re­
garded as the beginning of the 
process o f grow ing lawlessness, 
v io la tion  of Soviet legality, the 
establishment of an atmosphere of 
fear, and the grow th under these 
conditions of the personality cult, 
the cu lt o f S ta lin .”

When Pravda  pn Nov. 25 p r in t­
ed Gom ulka’s speech the above 
tw o points were among the sec­
tions omitted.

L e ft Opposition V iew
From  1924 to 1928 in  the Soviet 

U nion the L e ft Opposition, led by 
Trotsky, had stood fo r the in tro ­
duction of planned industria liza ­
tion  and collectivization of agricu l­
ture. S ta lin  opposed both and by 
1928 succeeded in  destroying dem­
ocracy in  the USSR and crushed 
the L e ft Opposition. A n  economic 
crisis w h ich  broke out the very 
next year, however, brought the 
Soviet Union to the verge of dis­
aster.

O ut of desperation, S ta lin  now 
embraced measures of in d u s tria li­
zation and agricu ltu ra l co llec tiv i­
zation. H is policies, however, were 
a b ru ta l caricature of the p lan­
n ing and collectiv ization proposed 
by the L e ft Opposition. I t  had 
proposed a gradual collectiv ization 
based on the amount of mechani­
zation then possible w ith  pea­
sants jo in in g  the collectives vo l­
u n ta r i ly  as they saw i t  meant an 
im provem ent in  the ir liv in g  stand­
ards.

Stalin, however, forced the peas­
ants against the ir w i l l  i n t o  
collectives where no m achinery 
could be provided. Farm  produc­
t iv ity  dropped disastrously. The 
livestock of the USSR was almost 
completely destroyed in  a m atter 
of months as peasants slaughtered 
th e ir animals fo r  food or sale 
p rio r to the dreaded day of the ir 
forced collectivization.

The calam ity of S ta lin ’s forced 
collectiv ization brought mass star­
vation and open peasant rebellion. 
Tens of thousands were shot and 
m illions deported to S iberia and 
other remote areas. To this day 
agricu lture  remains the weakest 
sector of the Soviet economy.

The strongest condemnations of 
S ta lin ’s crimes by any of the lead­
ers of the im portan t Communist 
Parties in  the capita list countries 
were probably those made by Pai­
m iro  Tog lia tti, head of the Ita lian  
CP. B u t they were not strong 
enough fo r  the m a jo rity  of his 
centra l committee. Despite his 
pleas fo r moderation, the Ita lia n  
CP secretariat issued the strongest 
blast yet in  a document published 
Nov. 28 in  the party  newspaper, 
l ’Unità. Commending the 22nd 
Congress’ denunciation of “ errors 
and aberrations o f the past,”  the 
artic le  continued: "The question

cannot exhaust itse lf in  a simple 
denunciation of S ta lin ’s negative 
qualities and his errors. How was 
i t  possible tha t in  the construc­
tion  of a socialist society there 
were so many errors and deforma­
tions and w hat can be done to 
guarantee tha t they w il l  not be 
repeated?”

The artic le  declared tha t the 
Ita lia n  Communist P a rty  itse lf had 
been “ co-responsible”  fo r S ta lin ’s 
abuses of power because i t  had 
(1) accepted w ithou t critic ism  
S ta lin ’s contention tha t class w a r­
fare  in  the USSR m ust become 
harsher as the country neared 
communism; and (2) i t  had exa lt­
ed S ta lin ’s personality.

The issuance of th is o ffic ia l CP 
statement confirm s the report of 
the sessions of the Central Com­
m ittee o f the Ita lian  CP prin ted 
in  the independent French social­
ist newspaper France Observateur 
(Nov. 16). According to i t  the 
Ita lia n  leadership was sp lit in to 
three groupings: a S ta lin is t cur­
ren t headed by M. Scoccimarro, 
w h ich  tr ied  to postpone debate on 
the 22nd Congress; a moderate 
Khrushchevite grouping headed by 
Tog lia tti, w hich wished to confine 
the party  position to the lim its  of 
de-S ta lin ization already pro­
nounced; and a th ird  “ autonomist”  
grouping, supported by the m a jo r­
ity  of the Central Committee, 
w h ich  wished to draw  more fa r -  
going conclusions about Stalinism. 
This la tte r has as leaders Am en- 
dola, Pajetta, A lica ta  and T rom - 
badori.

The fo llow ing  are excerpts from  
a speech by Amendola, one of the 
“ autonom ist”  leaders at the Cen­
tra l Committee plenum, as report­
ed in  France Observateur.

“ The po litica l struggle revealed 
by the 22nd Congress as w e ll as 
the dissensions w hich exist among

the communist parties underlines 
the need o f surm ounting th is  s it­
uation. The supposed unan im ity  
expressed in  certain documents 
does no t correspond to an actual 
un ity . It. is necessary fo r  us to 
take cognizance o f the m u ltip lic ity  
o f situations and positions —  th a t ’ 
o f the USSR, th a t of China,, th a t 
o f Ita ly , tha t o f France, tha t o f 
Yugoslavia and tha t of Cuba . .

“ O ur whole party, moreover, is  
asking to partic ipate in  such a de­
bate. We cannot tolerate tha t the 
p u b lic ity  given to the disagree­
ments comes «inly from  other p a r i 
ties and we cannot accept the 
position of always being confront­
ed by fa its  accomplis ( accom­
plished facts). Discussion, fo r  ex­
ample, w ith  a ll the other com t 
m unist parties of Western Europe 
is fo r  us a discussion o f basic 
importance because we shall no t 
be able to advance much in  I ta ly  
w ith o u t a resurgence of the w o rk ­
ers’ movement in  the whole o f the  
European capita lis t w orld . I t  is a 
m atte r of re tu rn ing  to Leninism  by  
re tu rn ing  po litica l discussion to  
the in te rnationa l level. This na-, 
tu ra lly  im plies tha t debate on. the 
problems raised take place in  
rea listic terms and not in  r itu a lis ­
tic  language. This equally requires 
a c ritica l study o f the po litica l 
documents presented by the com­
m unist parties of other coun­
tries . . . .

“ In  our own party, the discus­
sion should develop i f  necessary 
r ig h t up to the form ation on v a r i­
ous problems, from  tim e to  tim e, 
o f m inorities and m ajorities; th is  
doesn’t  mean the fo rm ation  o f 
tendencies w hich become crystal­
lized and render discussion sterile, 
as has happened in  other parties; 
bu t i t  means the ever more marked 
development of a democratic in -  
tem a l dialogue.”

Xmas Book List
T H E  COOL W O R L D , by  W arren M il­

ler. A n  excellent novel about a juven ile  
gang in  H arlem  by  the author Of 9» 
Miles from  Home. Special price, $1.49.

T H E  S H A R K  A N D  TH E  SA RD IN ES, 
by Juan Jose A revalo. A lready a classic 
in  L a tin  Am erica,this b rillia n t ind ict­
m ent of U .S . im perialism  has just been 
translated into English. $4.95.

TH E  R E V O LT  OF T H E  M IN D , by 
Tamas Aczel and T ibor M eray. A  grip­
ping, invaluable account of the H un­
garian revolution of 1956 and the events 
that brought it  about. Published at $5. 
Special price, $1.4P.

TH E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L , by A lfred  
M aund. A  notew orthy novel about the  
contem porary union officialdom . $5.95.

TH E  RO A D  TO W IG A N  P IE R , by  
George O rw ell. A vailab le  fo r the firs t 
tim e in a U.S. edition this Is a m aster­
fu l account of the jobless in  an English  
m ining town. Paper, 50c.

T H E  W EST IN D IE S  A N D  T H E IR  F U ­
TU R E , by D an ie l G uerin , noted French  
M arx is t scholar. $3.

NEGROES O N  T H E  M A R C H , by D a ­
n ie l Guerin. Based on an extensive tour 
of the Southern U .S. Special price, 
cloth, $1, paper, 50c.

IS L A N D  IN  T H E  C IT Y , by Dan  
W akefield. A n  invaluable account of 
Puerto Ricans in  N ew  Y ork . Paper, 
$1.75.

R E V O L T  IN  TH E  SO U TH , b y  Dan
W a ke fie ld . A  re p o r t on th e  r is in g  S ou th ­
e rn  N eg ro  s trugg le . P aper, 95c.

S TR ID E  TO W A R D  FR EED O M , b y  
M a r t in  L u th e r  K in g . A n  accoun t o f  the  
n o n -v io le n t resistance m ovem ent. Pa­
per, 50c.

T H E  U N -A M E R IC A N S , b y  F ra n k  J . 
D on n e r. A  lea d ing  c iv i l  l ib e rtie s  a tto r ­
n ey  p rov ides a devasta ting  docum enta ­
t io n  o f th e  f r u i ts  o f  the  House w itc h -  
h u n te rs ’ a c tiv it ie s . P aper, 60c.

G R A N D  IN Q U E S T , by T e lfo rd  T a y lo r. 
A  fa c t- f i l le d  com pan ion  vo lu m e  to  The 
U n -A m e ric a n s  b y  a  c o n s titu tio n a l la w ­
ye r. Paper, 75c.

S O U LS OF B L A C K  F O L K , b y  W . E. 
B . D uB o is. A  n ew  re p r in t  o f  one o f th e  
e a rlie s t and best w o rk s  o f the  fam ed 
scholar. P aper, 50c.

BOOKS AND PAM PHLETS „ 
ON CUBA

U N  SPEECH, by F ide l Castro. Pa­
per, 25c.

H IS TO R Y  W IL L  A B S O LV E  M E , by  
Fide l Castro. $1.

CASTRO SPEAKS ON U N E M P L O Y ­
M E N T . 25c.

F ID E L  C ASTRO  SPEAKS TO TH E  
C H IL D R E N . 25c.

TH E  D E C L A R A T IO N  OF H A V A N A . 
10c.

C U B A ’S S O C IA L IS T  D E S T IN Y , by  
Fidel Castro. 25c.

M A Y  D A Y  SPEECH, by F ide l Castro 
and EC O N O M IC  P L A N N IN G  IN  C UBA, 
by Che Guevara. 50c.

G U E R R IL L A  W A R F A R E , by Che 
Guevara. Cloth, $3.

90 M IL E S  FR O M  H O M E , by W arren  
M ille r. N ow  in paperback, 50c.

L IS T E N , Y A N K E E !, by C. W right 
M ills . Paper, 50c.

SARTRE ON C UBA, by Jean-Paul 
Sartre. Paper, 50c.

C U B A : A N A T O M Y  OF A  R E V O L U ­
T IO N , by  Leo H uberm an and P au l 
Sweezey. Paper, $1.75.

M -26: B IO G R A P H Y  OF A  R E V O LU ­
T IO N , by Robert Taber. Cloth, $4.95.

HOW  C U B A  U PRO O TED  RACE D IS ­
C R IM IN A T IO N , by H a rry  Ring. 15c.

TH E  T R U T H  A B O U T C UB A , by Jo­
seph Hansen, 25c.

IN  DEFEN SE OF T H E  C U B A N  R E V ­
O L U T IO N , by Joseph Hansen. 25c.

M A R X IS T  CLASSICS
T H E  C O N D IT IO N  OF TH E  W O R K ­

IN G  CLASS IN  E N G L A N D , by Engels^ 
Back in  p rin t and reduced from  $2.50 
to $1.98.

TH E  C IV IL  W A R  IN  TH E U N IT E D
S TA TES, by  M a rx  and Engels. $1.95.

S E L E C T E D  P H IL O S O P H IC A L  
W O RK S, Vol. 1, by G. Plekhanov. $3.75.

B A SIC  W R IT IN G S  OF M A R X  A N D  
ENGELS, edited by  Lewis S. Feuer. Pa­
per, $1.45. .

FO U N D A T IO N S  OF C H R IS T IA N IT Y , 
by K a r l K autsky. Cloth, $3, paper, $1.95.

BOOKS B Y  LEON TRO TSKY
TE R R O R IS M  A N D  C O M M U N IS M . A

classic w o rk  of M arx is t theory. O u t o f 
p rin t fo r  three decades. Paper, $1.95.

M Y  L IF E . Recently reprinted auto­
biography. Paper, $2.45.

W H IT H E R  FR A N C E . The French so­
cial crisis as analyzed in the mid-1930*S. 
Special price, paper, $1.45.

L IT E R A T U R E  A N D  R E V O L U T IO N . 
A  b rillia n t exposition of the  role o f  
the artist in  a workers’ state. Cloth, 
$2.98, paper, $1.50.

W H ER E IS  B R IT A IN  G O IN G ? A n  
analysis of the B ritish  general s trike  
of 1926 and the perspectives of British  
im perialism . Paper, $1.50.

BOOKS AND  PAM PH LETS BY  
JAMES P. CANNON

N O TE B O O K  OF A N  A G lT A T OR. The  
views and insights of a veteran so­
cialist as expressed in articles w ritten  
over three decades. Ranges from  the  
Sacco-Vanzetti case to reviews of H o l­
lywood film s. Cloth, $4, paper, $2.50.

TH E  H IS TO R Y  OF A M E R IC A N  
TR O T S K Y IS M . A  partic ipant’s account.' 
Cloth, $2.75, paper, $2.

TH E STR U G G LE FOR A  P R O LE T A R ­
IA N  P A R T Y . A  com pilation of articles 
w ritte n  during a 1940 po litical dispute 
in the Socialist W orkers P arty , this Js 
a firs t-ra te  exposition of the Leninist, 
concept of democratic centralism , $2.75.

S O C IA L IS M  ON T R IA L . Stenogram  
of Cannon’s testimony in  the  country 's  
firs t Sm ith A ct tr ia l, this i s  a simple, 
viv id  exposition of the socialist v iew ­
point. 50c.

A M E R IC A 'S  RO A D  TO S O C IA L IS M . 
A  series of lectures assessing our coun­
try ’s present and fu tu re . 35c.

SOCIALISM AND DEMOCRACY. In­
valuable as an aid to understanding the 
current conflict in  the Soviet coun­
tries. 15c.

TO  TH E  M E M O R Y  OF T H E  O LD  
M A N . A n  eloquent m em orial tr ib u te  to  
Leon T ro tsky  a fter his assassination in  
1940. 10c.
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City of Brotherly Love: Victims Get Jailed Letters from Our Readers
“ Justice”  a t w o rk  —  a group of 

people exercise the ir democratic, 
legal r ig h t to stage a peaceful 
p ic k e t line . Onlookers a ttack the 
'pickets. Cops jo in  the fracas. The 
dust clears and fo u r pickets are 
under arrest, charged w ith  assault 
and battery, inc iting  to r io t, in ­

te r fe r in g  w ith  and assaulting an 
o fficer. Those who attacked the 
’p icket line  go scot free.

I t  happened in  Philadelphia last 
A p r i l  19 when the F a ir P lay fo r 
Cuba Committee called fo r a 
.demonstration in  the downtown 
.area to protest the U.S.-sponsored 
invasion o f Cuba.

. The police were no tified  in  ad­
vance tha t the picket line  w ould 
-be held. Curiously, when the 
dem onstration began the cops, who 
sure usually th ick  as fleas during 
'such actions were nowhere to be 

. seen.
Some bystanders began scream­

in g  invectives, jos tling  and push­
ing  the pickets. S till no cops. A  
man who la te r iden tified  h im self 
as “ James B urke”  tr ie d  to grab a 
placard from  a young picket, 
D an ie l Rodell.

Cops Appear
Leroy  McCrae, a p icket captain, 

intervened to restore order. A n ­
other man charged at h im . Sud­
den ly pa tro l cars and motorcycle 
cops appeared out of nowhere. 
The pickets were forced to dis­
perse. A t th is po in t the man who 
had jum ped to “ B urke ’s”  assist­
ance revealed him self as a p la in - 
clothesman. Rodell and McCrae 
were arrested —  Rodell charged 
w ith  inc iting  to r io t and assault 
and battery, McCrae the same, 
p lus in te rfe ring  w ith  and assault­
in g  an officer.

For good measure, R ichard Roth, 
who was standing at least 80 feet 
fro m  the scene o f the outbreak 
w ith  a box of leaflets in  his hands, 
was also arrested. He too was 
charged w ith  assault and battery.

Meanwhile, the pickets reas­
sembled and began w a lk ing  toward 
C ity  H a ll to  protest. Squad cars 
and motorcycles fo llowed them, 
w ith  some actua lly m ounting the 
sidewalk to ride herd on the 
pickets. One of the walkers, Gary 
Laison, stopped to take the badge 
num ber of a pa rticu la rly  offensive 
cop. He was arrested and pu t in  
a  squad car. La te r i t  was charged 
he sang God Bless Am erica  and 
swung at a cop fro m  inside the 
car. Laison finds th is somewhat 
amusing on tw o counts. 1) He’s 
strong ly inclined to the philosophy 
o f pacifism . 2) He finds i t  d iff ic u lt 
to  sing w ith o u t stammering.

Meanwhile, the man “ B urke”

The young man w ith  his arms pinned was one of a group of 
Philadelphia F a ir P lay for Cuba supporters who were conducting 
a peaceful picket line when cops and bystanders ganged up 
on them.

who started the fig h t and then 
launched the assault charge was 
found to have checked in  and out 
of the Y M C A  address he gave to 
the police shortly  a fte r f i l in g  the 
complaint. H is present where­
abouts are unknown.

A ll  o f th is isn ’t  s im ply the 
picketers’ version of w hat hap­
pened. Each essential fact in the ir 
story is confirm ed by a series of 
newspaper photographs (like  the 
one above) and by a f i lm  of the 
fracas taken by Philadelphia sta­
tion  W RCV-TV.

Y e t a grand ju ry  has indicted 
the fo u r pickets and they face 
t r ia l early next year. I f  convicted, 
they could draw  prison terms up 
to 10 years, p lus s t if f  fines.

To help see to i t  tha t th is doesn’t  
happen, a Picketers Defense Com­
m ittee has been organized w ith  
Gordon M arker, an economics in ­
structor at Rutgers U niversity, as 
chairman.

The committee is in  serious need 
of funds to conduct the defense. 
Send a contribution to: Picketers

Defense Committee, P.O. Box 8721, 
Philadelphia 1, Pa.

NEW YO RK —  Richard Gibson, 
acting national executive secre­
ta ry  of the F a ir P lay fo r Cuba 
Committee, announced tha t the 
committee w il l  be represented at 
the W orld  Peace Council meeting 
in Stockholm Dec. 16-21,

The F a ir P lay delegate w il l  be 
A lla n  Isakson, A  Palo A lto , Calif., 
bu ild ing  contractor and member 
o f the Bay Area FPCC.

Gibson said the committee de­
cided to send a delegate to the 
conference “ because we consider 
tha t the threat of a second in ­
vasion of Cuba, i f  i t  materialized, 
could be a key factor in  triggering  
a w orld  war.

“ We hope tha t Isakson’s pre­
sence at the conference,”  he con­
tinued, “ w il l  focus the eyes of 
w o rld  peace forces on the threat 
of U.S. aggression in Cuba and 
w il l  also le t the w orld  know there 
are many Americans who oppose 
W ashington’s w ar-breeding po l­
icies.”

It  Was Reported in the  Press
Pint-Sized Persecutors —  Yon­

kers, N.Y. cops arrested Commu­
nist Party  general secretary Gus 
H a ll Dec. 1 fo r d riv ing  a car they 
claimed was im p ro p e r ly  regist­
ered. Two other vio lations were 
added fo r  good measure and the 
car impounded. The cops la te r to ld 
newsmen they had acted on a tip  
and tha t H a ll’s home had been 
staked out by police fo r  tw o  days 
before the arrest was made.

I t  M ay W ell Be —  The P ortu ­
gese government has been impos­
ing  new taxes to finance its e f­
fo rts  to crush the Angolan inde­
pendence movement. The taxes in ­
clude a 15 per cent levy on m ani­
cures and rinses. “ Society women 
are com plaining,”  reports the New  
Y ork  Times. “ To many, th is seems 
the beginning o f the end.”

Correction —  The Am erican 
c i v i l  L iberties U nion o f N orthern 
C a lifo rn ia  has obtained its  own 
p r in t o f the notorious Operation 
a b o lit io n , a crudely doctored f i lm  
Version o f the I960 San Francisco 
student demonstration during  a 
|House U n-Am erican A ctiv ities  
Committee session. The AC LU  has 
prepared a new narra tive  fo r the 
f i lm  answering, po in t by point, the

fa ls ifications in  the orig ina l na r­
ration. The union hopes to c ircu ­
late the f i lm  nationally.

T ractor Deal Revived —  Cuban 
counter-revolutionaries are s till 
w ork ing  on the p lan to secure the 
release of prisoners captured in  
the A p r i l  17 invasion of Cuba in  
exchange fo r fa rm  tractors equal 
in  value to 500 bulldozers. They 
said they are planning to buy the 
tractors in  I ta ly  w ith  funds raised 
here. The o rig ina l U.S. com m it­
tee set up to meet the Cuban re ­
parations o ffe r disbanded a fte r re ­
neging on agreed-upon terms.

Sacred Right —  A  Toledo o r­
dinance banning housing d iscrim ­
ina tion  was declared unconstitu­
tiona l b y  Commons Pleas Judge 
H arvey Straub. The judge said 
tha t attempts to regulate the 
“ righ ts”  o f p riva te  property  own­
ers was contrary to the state con­
s titu tion ’s b i l l  o f rights.

What Suppression? —  Grove 
Press and author H enry M ille r  
have file d  damage suits of $600,000 
each against eight law  enforce­
ment officers in  tw o Cleveland- 
area counties on a charge that

they u n la w fu lly  suppressed M il­
le r ’s novel, Tropic o f Cancer. Sum­
m it County prosecutor John S. 
B a llard  denied there was any sup­
pression. A ll  they did, he said, 
was to te ll dealers tha t they con­
sidered the book obscene and tha t 
i f  the dealers persisted in  selling 
i t  the m atter w ould  be taken to a 
grand ju ry  fo r action.

Message Doesn’t Carry —  “ When 
you’ve got 100,000 people sleeping 
on the streets of Calcutta, you 
don’t  w o rry  about B e rlin  or 
Cuba.”  —  H enry B. O llendorf, d i­
rector of the Cleveland In te rna­
tiona l Program fo r Youth Leader­
ship, expla in ing the d ifficu lties  
confronting the U.S. in  w inn ing  
over “ uncom m itted”  nations.

Dixie Way of Life —  A  federal 
grand ju ry  is hold ing hearings in  
New Orleans fo llow ing  a tw o - 
month probe by the Justice De­
partm ent in to  extensive telephone 
tapping in  Baton Rouge, La. The 
m ain use of the tapped calls was 
to tape and p lay them back be­
fore church laymen in  attempts to 
force the ouster of 53 Baton Rouge 
m inisters who signed an “ A ff irm a ­
tion  of Religious Princip les” which 
condemned racia l discrim ination.-

Colgate Workers Still Out
San Francisco, C a lif.

You m igh t be interested in  
know ing tha t the w orkers s tr ik ing  
a t the Berkeley, Calif., p lan t of 
Colgate-Palmolive were pleased 
w ith  The M ilita n t’s stories of the 
strike.

One of the workers on the strike  
committee has w ritte n  me:

“ The pickets and a ll the Colgate 
strikers sincerely appreciate the 
p u b lic ity  you have given the ir 
struggle against the Colgate Com­
pany and the U nion as a whole 
feels tha t the facts were ve ry  ap tly  
stated. We are most g ra te fu l to 
you.”

The latest news of th is s trike  
is tha t the company representa­
tives d idn ’t  show up at the last 
negotiation meeting. No meeting, 
no negotiation, and the strike  con­
tinues.

M aria di Savio
[Local 6 of the In ternationa l 

Longshoremen’s and Warehouse­
men’s U nion is s tr ik ing  fo r  a new 
contract at the Colgate-Palmolive 
plant. To help w in  the s trike  they 
have called fo r a boycott of the 
company’s products w h ich  in ­
clude: A ja x , Fab, Vel, W ild roo t 
Cream O il, H alo Shampoo, Cash- 
mere Bouquet, Lustre  Creme and 
Poise. Letters and cards announc­
ing support of the boycott should 
be sent to: George Lesch, Presi­
dent, Colgate-Palmolive Co., 300 
Park Ave., New Y o rk  22, N.Y. 
E d it o r .]

Return Shelter Pamphlets
Berkeley, Calif.

More than 50 Berkeley women 
in  association w ith  m any others 
in  the East Bay, have jo ined to­
gether to encourage householders 
across the nation to re tu rn  the 
proposed fa llo u t shelter pamphlets 
to President Kennedy w ith  a note 
asking fo r a more positive ap­
proach to w orld  problems. We 
have formed ourselves in to  an ad 
hoc committee to create as much 
notice and discussion o f our p ro ­
ject as possible.

The m otiva tion  fo r our pro ject 
arises from  our common unease 
over the  fact tha t su rv iva l o f our 
in d iv idua l fam ilies, our cities and 
our nation has increasingly become 
a topic fo r debate. None of us be­
lieve tha t digging a hole w ith  the 
tenuous hope fo r su rv iva l w i l l  
solve in  any constructive manner 
our current po litica l tensions. 
Shelters only raise new problems, 
bu t do not appropriate ly solve 
any of the existing ones. There­
fore, we re ject the push by our 
government fo r fa llo u t shelters.

I t  is our hope tha t i f  su ffic ien t 
numbers of the pam phlet are re ­
turned in  a stamped envelope to 
President Kennedy, W hite House, 
Washington 25, D.C., i t  w i l l  serve 
as notice fo r  our desire fo r  peace 
and an ind ication tha t we do not 
accept the unrealism  encouraged 
by she lte r-bu ild ing  programs.

Mrs. Jackye Hutchins 
Women for Peace 
P. O. Box 1028 
Berkeley 1, Calif.

Rats in Formosa
D etro it, M ich.

A  report in  the D etro it Free 
Press (Nov. 30) says there are 
fo u r times as m any rats as people 
on Formosa and tha t they consume 
enough rice to feed tw o m illio n  
people.

D id  you realize there were that 
many rats at Chiang’s headquar­
ters?

A.K.

From a British Friend
Bradford, England

In  the Year of O ur Lord  1961, 
the w o rld  cost o f monstrous sui­
cidal nuclear weapons is over

$250-m illion —  w h ile  m illions  of 
humans are starving.

Friendship w ith  Russia is com­
mon sense. Remember Japan —  
one atom bomb k ille d  over 80,000 
innocent \ people and human 
wrecks survived. One hydrogen 
bomb equals 750 atom bombs.

Surely Germany, France, Rus­
sia and Ita ly  have suffered enough 
through two w o rld  wars. A  nu ­
clear w a r means the end o f Ger­
many, East and West. East Ger­
many should have been recognized 
years ago.

I  hope everyone protests now 
against the most shameful perse­
cution of the Am erican Commu­
n ist Party. Am erica is supposed 
to be a democratic country. B u t 
w h ile  there is a notorious Nazi 
pa rty  in  Am erica the government 
continues to persecute the Com­
m unist Party.

In  Am erica, numerous people 
have been driven to  suicide (m u r­
dered) by the w o rk  of the U n - 
Am erican A c tiv itie s  Committee. 
One v ic tim  was a b r i ll ia n t cancer 
research specialist.

British Friend

Sees an Identity
Long Beach, C a lif.

One th ing ’s fo r sure about the 
Republicans and Democrats —  
both are one and the same party.

Keep up the good w o rk  and 
give ’em he ll.1

H.B.

Prostitute Press 7 !
San Antonio, Texas

Was i t  incum bent on Daniel 
James, a Hearst neophyte, to  w rite  
the book, Cuba, the F irs t Soviet 
Satellite in  the Americas? James 
accuses Castro of betraying the 
Cuban people.

P rostitu tion  in  newspaperdom is 
no new th ing  and th is w r ite r  
w ould have been less surprised 
had James been other than a 
Hearst subject.

Even at the tim e o f Castro’s 
overthrow  of Batista, M r. Hearst’s 
papers were antagonistic to  the 
enemies of Batista.

Paul Dennie

Truth Dollars
New Y ork , N.Y.

Please accept th is $2 as a token 
of m y desire to see tha t your 
newspaper continues to p r in t a 
more tru th fu l account of today’s 
w o rld  events.

CCNY Student

Unreported Cuban Event
New Y ork, N.Y.

M anuel Ascunce, a 16-year-old 
volunteer in  the a n ti- illite ra cy  
campaign in  Cuba, was to rtu red  
and k ille d  by counter-revo lu tion­
aries in  Las V illas province Nov. 
28 w h ile  teaching a peasant fam ­
ily  how to read. A long w ith  M an­
uel the counter-revolutionaries 
k illed  Pedro Lantigua Ortega the 
fa ther of the fa m ily  M anuel was 
helping learn to read.

Ortega’s w ife  and one of her 
seven sons attempted to fo llow  
the counter-revolutionaries when 
they took the tw o men w ith  them. 
They threatened to k i l l  her son 
i f  she persisted in  fo llow ing  them. 
She then w ent to the nearest 
neighbor three kilom eters away. 
When the local peasants f in a lly  
found Manuel and Pedro they 
were hanging from  a tree.

The ye llow  press in  th is coun­
try  couldn’t  fin d  the room  to re ­
po rt th is m urder w h ich  gave a 
good ind ication of the treatm ent 
the Cuban people can expect from  
the counter-revolutionaries i f  they 
should ever get power again.

P.O.

Thought for the Week
“ Prices of copper futures rose yesterday on news of new clashes 

between the United Nations and Katanga Province in  the Congo." 
— The Dec. 6 New Y ork Times.


