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A million Cubans— more than
one-sevehth of the entire pop-
ulation of the island—assembled
in Havana July 26 to celebrate
the eighth anniversary of the
attempt to take the Moncada
fortress at Santiago. The fervor
of the enormous crowd that
heard Fidel Castro’s address was
reported to be the highest yet
seen since the downfall of Ba-
tista and the beginning of the
profound changes that have put
Cuba on the road to socialism.

The reasons for this enthu-
siasm deserve careful study,
especially by Americans, who,
whether they like it or not, are
most intimately involved in
what happens in the small re-
public only ninety miles from
our shores. The July 26 celebra-
tion offers an appropriate occa-
sion for drawing a balance
sheet on the achievements and
shortcomings of two and a half
years of the Cuban revolution:*
and estimating the perspectives
and dangers it faces.

Immediate Gains

The Cubans were able to
register an immediate signif-
icant rise in the standard of
living after their political vic-
tory. Rents were slashed as
much as one-half, rates for elec-
tricity were reduced, the cost
of important food items cut.
Peasants began receiving title
to the land they occupied.
Co-operatives were organized
on the big estates; and these,
by diversifying crops, provided
immediate year-round job op-
portunities. The deep-going
agrarian reform, in the highly
favorable climatic and agricul-
tural conditions enjoyed by Cu-
ba, speedily increased the avail-
able supply of food. The country
should now soon be able to
grow its own basic food crops
while still retaining a world
lead in sugar production.

The agrarian reform has been
matched in the past year by an
“Urban Reform.” Under this
revolutionary law, rent is ap-
plied as purchase installments
so that every tenant, simply by
continuing to pay the low rent
already in effect, automatically
becomes a home-owner within
five to twenty years, depending
on the age of the building.
Landlords are compensated by

life-time government pensions
ranging up to $600 a month.

Housing projects were
launched immediately after the
revolutionary victory to replace
the slums of the cities and the
unhealthy bohios of the coun-
tryside with comfortable mod-
ern homes. The remarkable
progress of this program is vis-
ible throughout Cuba.

In prerevolutionary Cuba,
more than one-third of the adult
population could neither read
nor write. A nationwide cam-
paign to erase illiteracy is now
nearing successful conclusion.
In two and a half years, with a
crash program of setting up
schools and classrooms, the
Revolutionary Government has
accomplished more in public
education than all the previous
regimes in the sixty years of
American domination, Cuba will
be the first Latin-American
country to liquidate illiteracy,
the first to establish free educa-
tion as the mnormal right of
every child. This is an achieve-
ment of historic importance.

Increase in Jobs

One of Cuba’s worst social
evils, the permanent unemploy-
ment of approximately one-
third of the labor force — a rate
comparable to that of the de-
pression of the thirties in the
United States — has been great-
ly ameliorated. In fact, in some
areas signs of labor shortage
have already made their ap-
pearance.

This major change was made
possible by ending capitalist
control over hiring and firing,
by the introduction of a big
program of public works, in-
cluding ambitious projects to
industrialize Cuba and mechan-
ize its agriculture, and by the
establishment, above all, of a
planned economy which permits
the rational utilization of the
nation’s most precious asset, its
labor power.

Together with this improve-
ment in Cuban society, the
revolution ended discrimination
due to prejudices over race, sex
or age, establishing full equality
at ‘once without any if’s, and’s
or but’s. Today all colors in
Cuba enjoy equal rights; the
equality of women is recognized
in all fields of public life; youth
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During his visit to Cuba last year, Farrell Dobbs (second from right) talked with hundreds
of people in various parts of the island. He returned to make defense of the Cuban revolution a cen-
tral theme of his campaign as presidential candidate of the Socialist Workers Party. The only
presidential candidate to support Cuba, he opposed U.S. aggression on speaking tours and over
national radio and TV, His defense of Cuba typifies stand of Trotskyists throughout the world.

occupy positions of greatest re-
sponsibility. Children now in
school can look forward to a
tuition-free college education
and a future of widening oppor-
tunities in whatever career they
choose for their life’s work.

These truly great steps toward
building a better Cuba were not
achieved with any help from
American capitalism. In fact
they had to be undertaken while
defending the tiny country
against savage pressure from
the world’s mightiest industrial,
financial and military power.
The pressure included diplo-
matic quarantine; the closing of
Cuba’s major market; the re-
fusal to sell essential goods sup-
plied to the island at a hand-
some profit for decades; the
financing and supplying of ter-
rorists and saboteurs who en-
gaged in indiscriminate bomb-
ings, shootings and arson; a
campaign involving all the mass
media in the dissemination of
hate-Cuba propaganda; the low-
ering of an iron curtain to pre-

vent American citizens from
even visiting Cuba to see for
themselves what the truth
might be; provocative displays
of naval force and threats of
naval blockade; finally, at risk
of precipitating world war, the
launching of a counterrevolu-
tionary invasion.

U.S. belligerency toward
Cuba since the fall of the Ba-
tista dictatorship, fostered and
organized by both Democrats
and Republicans in collusion
with their Wall Street backers,
constitutes one of the most
shameful blots in the pages of
American history. The Cuban
resistance against such form-
idable odds, on the other hand,
stands out as one of mankind’s
most inspiring examples of
courage and heroism.

The Castro Leadership

The decisive element making
it possible for the Cuban people
to move forward successfully in
face of such pressures and dan-
gers has been the Ileadership
provided by the team assem-

bled around Fidel Castro. Be-
ginning as a radical petty-
bourgeois group fresh from the
campus, these youthful revolu-
tionists displayed their capacity
to learn and to develop beyond
their original positions no mat-
ter how little they anticipated
the logic of the revolution that
brought them to power. This
was conclusively demonstrated
by the way they responded to
the objective necessity to carry
the revolution forward from the
stage of bourgeois democracy to
the beginnings of socialism.
On toppling the Batista die-
tatorship, the leaders of the
July 26 Movement participated
in a coalition government with
bourgeois figures. But through
three highly democratic meas-
ures they made sure to block an
easy victory of the counter-
revolution. (1) They broke up
the old standing army with its
corrupt generals whose first
loyalty was to the American
ambassador and the American

(Continued on Page 3)
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| Socialists, Johless Buck
| Boss Politicians in Detroit

DETROIT, July 31 — The pres-
jdents of General Motors, Ford
and Chrysler, Walter Reuther,
James Hoffa, the leaders of the
NAACP and the leaders of the
jocal anti-Negro homeowners as-
sociations, the Democratic Party
and the Republican Party, are all
agreed on one thing:

_They support the re-election of
Mayor Louis C. Miriani, the con-
servative Republican incumbent,
in the *“non partisan” primary
election to be held Sept. 12.

Capitalists and capitalist poli-
ticians have good reason to sup-
port Miriani. He has looked out
for their interests faithfully. In
the last four years he has helped
lower their taxes around 8 million
dollars a year. He did this by cut-
ting assessments on business_ a-nd
industrial property 318 million
dollars, while forcing an increase
in taxes on small homeowners.

But the only reason he has the
support of the leaders of the labor
and Negro movements is that they
are politically bankrupt. Miriani is
an Eisenhower® Republican w}_xo
has never lifted a finger to aid
the workers or unemployed, and
he has consistently supported t.he
anti-Negro policies of his Polfce
Commissioner Hart and the police
department.

In spite of this, the Waype
County AFL-CIO Council, at its
convention last month, rushed to
endorse Miriani and seven mem-
bers of the common council be-
fore most of them had even filed
{for re-election or stated what
their platform would be. All of
these councilmen have supported
a move to adopt a city income
tax, which would put another
heavy burden on working people.
" Detroit’s labor leaders thus re-
jected the appeal of the Sociah_st
Workers Party-endorsed candi-
dates, Robert Himmel for mayor
and Sarah Lovell for council, who

Chicago Rights Fighters
To Lead Panel on Cuba

CHICAGO — Otis Hyde and
James Nash, Sr., militant leaders
in the civil-rights movement here,
will participate in a panel discus-
sion entitled: Race Discrimination
— How It Was Uprooted in Cuba,
How It Will Be Ended in the U.S.
" The meeting will be held Friday,
Aug. 18, 8 p.m. at 302 South Canal
St., under the auspices of the
Militant Labor Forum,

Weekly Calendar

LOS ANGELES

Earl Browder, former Communist Party
eneral secratary, debates Theodore
gdwards. Southern Calif. chairman, So-
cialist Workers Party, on America's Road
to Socialism — Reform or Revolution.
Sat, Aug. 19, 8 p.m. at Park Manor
Auditorium, 607 South Western, Contrib.
$1.25. Students and unemployed 50
cents. Tickets available at Los Angeles
School of Social Science, 1702 West
Fourth St. AN 9-4953 or WE 5-9238.

NEW YORK

The Committee to Defend Francisco
Molina invites you to a picnic at Camp
Midvals, Wanaqus, N. J., Sun., Aug. 20.
Swimming, games, dancing. Contrib.
$2.50, including bus fare, Buses leave
138th St. and Broadway at 9 a.m, sharp.
For reservations call or write Committea
to Defend Francisco Molina, 154 Nas-
sau St. WO 2-2264.

WEST COAST

Socialist Educational Encampment at
Big Bear Lake, Calif. Aug. 25 to Sept.
4. Educational theme: Cuba and Latin
America. Llectures and seminars on
Marxism. Swimming, recreation and good
food at low rates with special discounts
for students. For reservations or brochure
address Waest Coast Vacation School,
1702 East 4th St., Los Angeles 33. Phone
DA 7-9851, AN 9-4953 or WE 5-9238.

have heen urging since last April
that the labor movement run its
own independent slate in this elec-
tion.

The AFL-CIO Council finished
off the job at its meeting last
Wednesday. They voted not fo
give five minutes to Sarah Lovell,
who had asked to be heard before
they completed their endorse-
ments for common council, and
they rejected a request for en-
dorsement by James Sexton,
councilmanic candidate of the
United Unemployed Organiza-
tion. Instead, they endorsed two
liberals for the remaining two
common council seats.

Last Saturday was the final
filing date. Twelve filed for mayor.
The only worker of the lot is
Robert Himmel. Most of the other
ten can’t even be called liberals.
They don’t represent anybody or
anything but themselves, are run-
ning to promote purely personal
ambitions, and lack a serious pro-
gram in opposition to that’ of
Miriani, the choice of the political
coalition of capitalist and labor
leaders.

The councilmanic contest| is
similar. 51 have filed (18 to be
selected in the Sept. 12 primary,
g to be elected in the Nov. 7 run-
off). Nine are the incumbents —
spineless do-nothings, of whom
the AFL-CIO has endorsed 7. Most
of the other 42 are or would like
to be small businessmen and pro-
fessionals. Less than a dozen list
themselves as workers. But only
two of these stand for anything
significant.

21-Point Program

One is Sarah Lovell, who stands
for a socialist change and the
creation of a labor party, apd is
running on a clear-cut 21-point
program designed to promote
working class rule of Detroit.

The other is James Sexton. His
campaign, sponsored by a section
of the labor movement, the United
Unemployed Organization, stands
in favorable contrast to the class-
collaborationist policies of the of-
ficial labor leaders. It is based on
the needs of “the forgotten men
and women — the unemployed and
partially employed” and stresses
such militant- demands as the 30-
hour week at 40 hours’ pay, a big
public works program and the re-
opening of idle factories.

The spirit of the Sexton cam-
paign is expressed by the UUQ’s
“hope that this campaign will
serve to encourage independent
and unified political action by the
labor unions, the unemployed, the
youth, small farmers and business~
men, the professional people and
the Negro people. The workers,
the unemployed and the ordinazjy
people generally should have their
own direct representatives in gov~
ernment, responsible to and con-~
trolled by them.”

Tor this reason the Socialist
Workers Party, while differing
with Sexton’s politics, regards h_is
independent campaign as a big
step forward in the direction labor
should go, and endorses him for
election. .

Earlier this year the Socialist
Workers Party appealed to the
Socialist Party-Social Democratic
Federation, the Communist Party
and the Socialist Labor Party to
run their own candidates and form
a left-wing slate in the city elec~
tions.

1t was relatively easy to file;
no petitions were needed, only a
$100 filing fee. But none of these
three parties responded to the ap-
peal, The SP-SDF and the CP are
‘continuing their policy of silent
but active support to the Demo-~
cratic hacks endorsed by the labor
bureaucrats.

The Socialist Workers Party
hopes to convince the members of
the SP-SDF and CP not to sup-
port Miriani and Co., but to cast
their votes for the candidates who
stand for political action inde-
pendent of the capitalist machines.

anadian Labor Movement
Launches Its New Party

By Ross Dowson
Editor of Workers Vanguard

OTTAWA — Canada’s new la-
bor party is under way. Over a
span of five days the 1,801 voting
delegates assembled in this fed-
eral capital adopted a constitu-
tion, a program, elected officers,
and then scattered from coast to
coast to their communities and
places of work to organize and
set in action the force which
they are determined will take of-
fice as spon as Diefenbaker’s Tory
government should call an elec-
tion.

It was an inspiring convention,
dwarfing in size and enthusiasm
the capitalist Liberal, Progressive
Conservative and Social Credit
gatherings that had assembled in
this Lansdowne Hall only months
previously.

All told there were 681 union
delegates, representing bodies af-
filiated to 49 national or interna-
tional unions. There were 707 del-
egates representing the Co-oper-
ative Commonwealth Federation,
248 representing white-collar and
professional people organized in
New Party clubs, and 53 from the
militant Newfoundland Democrat-
ic Party.

While no farm organizations
were formally represented, in the
sea of delegates the faces of many
well-known leaders from the farm
movement were discernible.

Particularly notable were the
some 200 delegates from French-
speaking Quebec and the scores
of youth identified with the anti-
bomb movement,

Preparations for the New Party
began in 1956 when the Trades
and Labor Congress (AFL) and

the Canadian Congress of Labor
(CIO) fused to form the 1%-mil-
lion-member Canadian Labor
Congress.

One of the most significant ad-
dresses to the delegates, who sat
with intent interest throughout
all the sessions, was that by
Claude Jodoin, president of the
Canadian Labor Congress.

A tremendous outburst of ap-
plause greated his declaration that
“a labor movement that is without
interest in political matters is a
labor movement that is evading
one of the most fundamental re-
sponsibilities.” Similar response
followed his reference to a resolu-
tion adopted by the pioneer Cana-
dian Labor Congress in 1883 which
said ‘‘the working class of this
Dominion will never be properly
represented in parliament or re-
ceive justice in the legislation of
this country until they are rep-
resented in parliament by men of
their own class and opinions.”

A major portion of his speech
was devoted to an attack on the
Liberal, Tory and Social Credit
federal and provincial govern-
ment’s failure to tackle rising un-
employment and their introduc-
tion of legislation “which is aimed
at weakening and restricting or-
ganized labor.”

There was no argument on
these questions, just as there was
none when he declared, “We want
an immediate end to the testing
of nuclear weapons” and “We say
that Canada should refuse to have
nuclear weapons on our soil or in
the hands of our forces.”

These statement evoked wave
after wave of applause. It was
only when Jodoin expressed the
opinion that Canada should re-

Garza Challenges Wagner:
Back Communnists’ Rights

NEW YORK — Richard Garza,
Socialist Workers candidate for
mayor, challenged Mayor Wagner
to demonstrate the sincerity of his
claimed devotion to democracy by
speaking out in defense of civil
liberty for the Communist Party
whose rights have been trampled
on by the highest court in the
land.

“During an election, every can-
didate and his brother is one hun-
dred and one per cent in favor of
the Constitution,” Garza said.
“But windy rhetoric is no substi-
tute for a concrete stand. The Su-
preme Court’s decision upholding
the registration clause of the Mc-
Carran Act, plus its approval of
the conviction of Junius Scales on
the sole basis of his one-time
membership in the Communist
Party is in flagrant violation of
constitutional rights Anyone who
means business about his support
of the Bill of Rights is duty bound
to speak out against this victimi-
zation of the Communist Party.

“Disagreement with the policies
of the Communist Party,” Garza
continued,” is no alibi for duck-
ing such a stand. We Trotskyists
certainly have serious political
differences with the Communist
Party, but we don’t see this as
any reason for not vigorously
supporting the democratic rights
to which they are as much entitled
as any other party in this coun-
try."

Garza pointed out that the re-
cent Supreme Court decisions will,
if not reversed, in effect outlaw
the Communist Party, He said that
this was not only grossly unjust
to the CP but a serious threat to
everyone's political freedom,

He added that the problem of
ending the attacks on the rights
of the Communist Party was par-
ticularly acute in this city where
hundreds of school teachers and

other municipal employees have
been fired on the basis of mem-
bership — real or alleged — in
the party, 2
Garza declared that as mayor
he would press for an end to this
“disgraceful witch-hunt” and for
rehiring all those fired for polit-
ical beliefs. “Every municipal em-~
ployee must be guaranteed that
his security will not be jeopardized
because of his political beliefs or
associations,” he said.

St. Louis Students

By Steve Thompson

ST. LOUIS — President Ken-
nedy’s saber-rattling TV speech
on the Berlin crisis July 25 got a
mixed reaction here. The ultra-
conservative Globe Democrat fea-
tured a front page photo the nexi
day of a long line of youth who
were volunteering for the Navy.
Immediately below, but without a
photo, was a story about a group
of Washington University grad-
uate students who picketed the re-
cruiting offices in protest against
Kennedy’s war-mongering speech.
They carried placards and handed
out leaflets.

The placards read: ‘“Negotia-
tion, Not Mobilization,” “47 Bil-
lion for War — How Much for
Peace?” and “Put the UN in Ber-
lin,” The leaflets suggested that
Berlin be made a free city with
access routes guaranteed by a UN
police force; extending an invita-
tion to Khrushchev to discuss a
settlement of the problem and
ending the arms race.

‘The students sald they decided
to picket the recruiting offices
while listening to Kennedy’s
speech. “We didn’t like Mr. Ken-
nedy’s approach to the Berlin
crisis,” one of the leaders of the

tain membership in NATO that
he was met with boos and cat-
calls.

The controversy at this mighty
assembly was not whether labor,
the workers and farmers need a
party of their own, but how much
socialism should be written into
the program,

The biggest debates which
forced the constitutional and pro-
gram committees to make con-
siderable amendments to the draft
documents were procedural mat-
ters involving the internal de-
mocracy of the party; whether
the preamble to the program
should include formal commitment
to public ownership of the basic
means of production; and whether
the party should commit itself to
breaking from NATO which im-
portant forces in the assembly saw
as an instrument of U.S. imperial-
ism.

The NATO debate, which
spanned two days’ sessions, saw
the top brass of the unions and
CCF move with the full power
of their machines to defeat the
efforts of the left, sparked by the
youth, to break the party from
this military pact.

Greetings from Cuba

The temper of the rank-and-file
delegates was indicated when
greetings were announced from
many countries, All were passed
over in silence. But when the
names of the Cuban Confedera-
tion of Labor and the Spanish
socialists-in-exile were read a
tremendous burst of applause
swept the hall,

The statement in the draft pro-
gram urging immediate member-
ship in the Organization of Amer-,
ican States was dropped like a
hot potato to be replaced with the
generality that “Canada increase
and broaden its relationship with
the nations of Latin America.”

The big leadership contest, won
by Saskatchewan CCF Premier
T.C., Douglas, highlighted the en-
thusiasm, the determination and
the confidence of the delegates
that they will reshape Canadian
‘political life.

And they will, for this week
they organized a party of their
own, independent of and opposed
to the political rule of the em-
ployers.

The name of the North Amer-
ican continent’s first mass labor
party is the New Democratic
Party. And make no mistake —
it’s on its way to power,

Picket for Peace

group said. “You can head for the
South Sea Islands, but we thought
that wasn’'t a very realistic an-
swer, so we decided to come down
here. I think Kennedy called for
a complete military build-up with-
out delineating any clear basis for
negotiations.”

' The demonstrators are members
of the Student Peace Union, a
campus organization which was
formed last spring.

Special Offer
To New Readers

A four-month trial sub-
scription to The Militant for
only 50 cents, Send this cou-
pon with payment to: The
Militant, 116 University
Place, New York 3, N.Y.
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‘... Cubd’'s Socialist Revolution’

(Continued from Page 1)
military mission. (2) They
smashed Batista’s police force.
(3) They expanded the base of
the rebel armed forces by or-
ganizing a militia and distribut-
ing arms to the people. This
gave the population as a whole
the power to express its will
about the government in the
most direct way possible.

The July 26 leaders had
promised bourgeois elections but
they were also committed to a
democratic measure of much
more fundamental character —
thoroughgoing agrarian reform;
that is, freeing the peasantry
from the big landholders, both
domestic and foreign, who ex-
ercised virtually feudal privi-
leges in Cuba. The Cuban land-
holders opposed agrarian re-
form, as did the Americans. In
solidarity with these reaction-
aries stood powerful capitalist
interests in the United States
with big holdings of all kinds
in Cuba besides land.

These forces clamored for
bourgeois democratic elections.
What they were really con-
cerned about, however, was the
preservation of bourgeois prop-
erty relations. To have safe-
guarded this antiquated prop-
erty system would have paved
the way for restoration of a
Batista-type dictatorship. The
Castro leadership did not hesi-
tate to choose the democratic
alternative from which both the
peasants and Cuba as a whole
had most to gain. They put
through the most far-reaching
agrarian reform any Latin-
American country has yet ex-
perienced and broke up the
coalition government.

Wall Street Mobilizes

In response, Wall Street be-~
gan mobilizing the counter-
revolution on an intensive scale
while the State Department, the
White House and Congress un-
dertook reprisals that left the
Castro government no choice
but to either back down or go
forward with still more sweep-
ing measures.

Again this leadership did not
hesitate. To every blow against
the Cuban people, the Castro
government responded with a
counterblow against capitalist
property interests. The process
that began with “intervention,”
then nationalization, of the
holdings of Batista’s most no-
torious backers culminated in
the mationalization by October
1960 of the key sectors of the
country’s economy. Control over
foreign trade developed into a
government monopoly. Govern-
ment supervision of the agra-
rian reform grew into planned
economy, leaving to “free en-
terprise” only the minor hold-
ings of small business.

Through these measures the
Castro leadership established a
workers state, taking Cuba
beyond capitalism and opening
the transitional stage that will
eventually lead to socialism.

The ultimate significance of
such profoundly progressive
changes may not yet be com-
pletely clear to the majority of
the Cuban people. What is clear
to them, since they experience

it every day, is the favorable
contrast of the Castro govern-
ment to everything previously
known in Cuban history.

In place of a government of a
rich minority, subservient to
imperialist interests, they now
have a government which they
feel is theirs. In place of a gov-

Rail Castro

ernment of corruption, of tyran-
nical practices, of stifling op-
pression, they now have a
government that is honest, re-
sponsive to their will, dedicated
to the establishment of eco-
nomic democracy. In place of
unemployment, fear, despair,
hopelessness about the future,
they now have jobs, a better
standard of living, a feeling of
genuine freedom, hope in the
future, and immense pride in
the important place which Cuba
has won in world politics.

Democratic Tendency

The main tendency of the
Castro leadership is democratic.
This is clear from the- fact that
its principal course has been to
displace the tyrannical rule of
landlords, capitalists and im-
perialists, arm the people and
establish the economic and cul-
tural conditions for the flower-
ing of proletarian democracy.

Centralized and even dicta-
torial means were made neces-
sary in carrying out this course,
at first because of  Batista’s
tyranny and later because of
the need to put the country on
a war footing to meet the vio-
lent efforts of American im-
perialism to destroy the revolu-
tion. The use of such measures
has been forced on every pre-
vious revolution and struggle
for independence, including our
own American Revolution. A
well-known  precedent that
might be cited is Lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation in
1863 and the use of armed force
to carry it out.

The main democratic ten-
dency is not contradicted by the
occurrence of errors and ex-
cesses, such as those frankly
admitted by Fidel Castro in-
volving the arrest of innocent
people and supporters of the
revolution during the sweeping
raids of counterrevolutionary
suspects in the extremely dan-
gerous period when the State
Department, the Pentagon and
the Central Intelligence Agency
organized the April 17 invasion.
The blame for such occurrences
falls wholly on the imperialist

tion of Cuba”

forces seeking the destruction
of the Castro government.

Just as the main tendency of
the Castro leadership is in the
direction of democracy and so-
cialism, so the main danger to
the Cuban revolution is Ameri-
can imperialism. Having failed
in the April 17 invasion, Amer-
ica’s plutocrats can be expected
to attempt a better organized,
better equipped, more massive
attempt at a conjuncture in in-
ternational events favorable to
such a “limited,” “brush-fire”
war.

While they wait for a turn
favoring a new counterrevolu-
tionary assault, the American
imperialists will not relax their
pressure on Cuba for one mo-
ment. They will continue their
drive to isolate the Cuban rev-
olution, to isolate it especially
from Latin America, to blockade
it economically, to contain it
politically, to undermine, divide
and weaken it. Cuba, lying only
ninety miles from Florida and
already under military penetra-
tion through the Guantanamo
Naval Base, is exposed to great-
er dangers from the main power
center of world capitalism than
any other existing workers state.

The defense of Cuba there-
fore places on the vanguard of
the American working class an
exceptional responsibility as
well as challenge.

In Cuba itself the defense of
the revolution coincides with
the struggle to overcome cap-
italism and develop the new
socialist-type institutions at an
optimum pace. In this respect
the Castro leadership has done
remarkably well. It has not
sought to sacrifice the immedi-
ate well-being of the workers
and peasants to the building of
heavy industry at an irrational
rate; nor has it fostered the
abnormal growth of a parasitic
bureaucracy. The rise in per
capita consumption of a basic
commodity like rice speaks vol-
umes for the balance which the
government is seeking in growth
of national productivity and im-
provements in the standard of
living for workers and peasants.

The Castro leadership has
also done remarkably well in
developing the revolutionary
consciousness of the masses. The
main means for this have been
television and radio, the cam-
paign against illiteracy, and the
indoctrination courses accom-
panying the organization of the
various revolutionary institu-
tions. The militia, the revolu-
tionary armed forces, the trade
unions, co-operatives, farm or-
ganizations, Revolutionary De-
fense Councils, cultural associa-
tions and special organizations
of women, youth and children
are playing an increasingly vi-
tal role in the life of the nation.

If a weakness in this field is
discernible, it is in the organi-
zation of a mass revolutionary-
socialist party directly headed
by the Castro leadership. How-
ever, steps have now been
taken, apparently, to remedy
this. The projected formation,
in due course, of a ‘“United
Party of the Socialist Revolu-
has been an-

nounced by Fidel Castro. Such
a party, if it opens its ranks to
all proletarian tendencies and
guarantees a democratic inter-
nal life, will enormously
strengthen the defense of the
Cuban revolution.

Workers Councils

The establishment of forms
of democratic proletarian rule,
such as workers councils, as the
basis of state power would be
another very favorable step in
the same direction. Here, too, a
beginning has been made. Ex-
periments in several areas with
the Junta de Coordinacion, Eje-
cucion e Inspeccion (JUCEI)
led to the extension of these
joint councils on a nationwide
basis July 23. The juntas, in
which representatives of all the
other organizations sit, arose
out of the practical need to co-
ordinate activities. They are
now projected as local organs
of state power. RalGl Castro,
who is in overall charge of the
JUCEI, has explained that the
councils are in transition and
that in the future they will
naturally have to be placed on
an elective basis with repre-
sentatives subject to recall.

In combating the efforts of
American imperialism to isolate
the Cuban revolution, the Castro
leadership has correctly sought
to establish diplomatic and trade
relations with other govern-
ments, whatever their economic
and social base. It has just as
correctly presented the Cuban
revolution to other peoples,
above all those in Latin Ameri-
ca, as a model with much to
offer in showing how to carry
through an agrarian reform,
stand up to American im-
perialism and take the road to
socialism. In the long run, the
example Cuba provides, by in-
spiring other countries to follow
a similar course, can prove de-
cisive in the defense of the
revolution.

When the Republican and
Democratic machines utilized
government power to sever
America’s trade relations with
Cuba as part of the effort to
strangle the Cuban revolution,

the Castro government had no.

choice but to seek trade rela-
tions elsewhere. The Soviet
Union and the People’s Republic
of China responded by supply-
ing credits to Cuba for essential
goods and contracting to take
the sugar which the U.S. gov-
ernment barred from the Amer-
ican market. This aid enor-
mously strengthened and en-
couraged the Cuban revolution
while at the same time serving
the true interests of the people
of the Soviet Union and China.
Cuba’s new and shining example
showed how well the real de-
fense of these countries in their
struggle against imperialism is
served by the extension of the
socialist revolution.

The immense gratitude of the
Cuban people to the Soviet
Union and its allies for this
timely assistance is as natural
and as understandable as the
gratitude of the American peo-
ple for the aid that France gave
against the British during the
struggle for independence. To

accuse the Castro government
of “selling out to Russia” be-
cause it accepted Soviet aid is
as illogical as to accuse the
early American revolutionists
of “selling out to France” be-
cause they accepted French
economic and military support:
The hypocrisy of the charge
can be measured by the fact
that the U.S. propagandists do
not level similar accusations
against Great Britain or other
NATO allies for trading with
the Soviet countries.

The great popularity of the
Soviet Union in Cuba has, how-
ever, led to a special problem,
This is the kind of factionalism
practiced by the Cuban Com-
munist party (the Popular So-
cialist party), a factionalism
that endangers the unity of the
revolutionary forces and threat-
ens the normal development: of
proletarian democracy thereby
weakening the revolution in
face of its imperialist enemies.

No Witch-Hunting

When Wall Street’s propa-
gandists sought to confuse and
divide the various revolution-
ary tendencies in Cuba by rais-
ing the banner of “anti-Com-
munism,” the Castro govern-
ment vigorously responded by
denouncing any such political
witch-hunting as counterrevo-
lutionary. This correet prin=
cipled stand, another evidence
of the basically -democratic out-
160k of the Castro leadership,
stood in welcome contrast fo the’
McCarthyism that has cast a
blight on political life in the
United States since 1947. An
attack on the democratic rights
of the Communist party
amounts to an attack on the
democratic rights of all political
parties. No matter what dis-
agreements one may have with
the positions or policies of the
Communist party, everyone who
genuinely believes in civil 1lib-
erties will defend it against the
witch-hunters.

In Cuba, this principled stand
was of special importance for it
opened the way to a united de-
fense by all supporters of the
revolution, no matter what their
programmatic or doctrinal dif-
ferences might be.

Some Communist party lead-
ers, however, trained for dec-
ades in the school of Stalinism,
defend this principle only when
it concerns their own rights,
When it comes to the demo-
cratic rights of other political
tendencies in the working class,
they have not hesitated to join
a witch-hunt or start a witch-
hunt of their own. Through
such tactics they seek factional
advantage despite the injury to
the cause of socialism and the
labor movement as a whole

The general slogan wunder
which the Cuban Communist
party leaders conduct their dis-
ruptive and antidemocratic fac-
tionalism is “anti-Trotskyism.”
General Secretary Blas Roca
made this absolutely unmistak-
able in his report to the Eighth
National Congress of the Pop-
ular Socialist party in August
1960.

“The true role of Trotskyism
throughout the entire world is
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well known,” he declared. “In
their eagerness to fight the So-
viet Union, they went into the
ranks of Hitler’s apparatus of
espionage and provocation and
into that of the North Amer-
ican imperialists. Today they
are the allies of the Titoite
revisionists in everything they
do against socialism. Wherever
the Trotskyite groups are at
work, their only true labor is to
introduce confusion in popular
movements, promote division,
provide arguments for the anti-
Soviet, anti-Communist cam-
paign of the North American
imperialists, and encourage the
sterile phrasemongering that
isolates the revolutionary move-
ment from the masses.”

This collection of self-con-
tradictory defamations, repeat-
ing some of the long-ago-ex-
ploded frame-up charges of the
notorious Moscow Trials and
Stalin’s. slanders against the
leaders of Yugoslavia with
whom Cuba has friendly rela-
tions, would seem to indicate
that Blas Roca is as yet un-
aware of the revelations about
Stalin’s crimes made by Khrush-
chev at the Twentieth Con-
gress. But Blas Roca is scarcely
that ignorant. He is simply
utilizing an old Stalinist for-
mula, branding working-class
political oponents as counter-
revolutionaries in order to
create prejudice against their
ideas and, if possible, destroy
them. In other words, the Cu-
ban Communist party leaders
have their own version of an
“anti-Communist” witch-hunt.

‘The general smear of “Trot-
skyites” in this witch-hunt in-
cludes hundreds of revolution-
ists who perished in Hitler’s
concentration camps and gas
chambers, and the leaders of
the Socialist Workers party
who were the first victims to
be sentenced to prison under
the infamous Smith Act.

Trotskyists Victimized

This is not just a propaganda
campaign in the Communist
party press. We have received
information from Cuba that a
functionary of the National
Printing Office ordered seizure
on May 26 of an issue of Voz
Proletaria, a Havana Trotskyist
newspaper, and the destruction
of the type which had been set
for publication of Leon Trot-
sky’s book, The Permanent
Revolution. (Reports in Argen-
tina and England of the in-
cident erroneously listed the
book as The Revolution Be-
trayed.) The head of the squad
that made the seizure said he
was acting in accordance with
orders from his superior, Oc-
tavio Cabrera, designating the
newspaper and the book as
“counterrevolutionary.” Later,
the same night, on orders of the
Ministry of Labor, the small
printshop was intervened for
allegedly ‘“publishing counter-
revolutionary propaganda.”

Voz Proletaria is a staunch
defender of the Cuban revolu-
tion. For the issue that was
seized, the editors were prepar-
ing a round-up to illustrate how
Trotskyists the world over have
been defending the Cuban rev-

Using whatever tools are available, Cubans are working hard to see to it that every family

will have a comfortable home.

olution in their press, over radio
and TV, in election campaigns,
on picket lines, in demonstra-
tions.

Trotsky’s book, written in
1928, is an exposition of the
theory which successfully pre-
dicted the course of the Russian
Revolution some twelve years
before the event. The scientific
understanding it offers of all
modern proletarian revolutions
in underdeveloped countries
has made it a classic of Marxist
thought. The light it sheds on
the development of the Cuban
revolution gives it special time-
liness.

By initiating the suppression
of a paper like Voz Proletaria
and destruction of the type for
a book like The Permanent
Revolution, the Communist par-
ty leaders dealt the Cuban rev-
olution a hard blow. Inevitably
brought to mind are Hitler’s
book-burnings and Stalin’s sup-
pression of proletarian opposi-
tion and independent thought.

Such acts, by bringing into
gquestion the democratic charac-
ter of the Cuban revolution, can
easily lead to a most injurious
decline and narrowing of active
support among independents.
The disruptive factionalism of
the Cuban Communist party
leaders thus sets going a pro-
cess that facilitates the State
Department’s policy of attempt-
ing to isolate the Cuban rev-
olution, It also plays into the
hands of the counterrevolution
by appearing to lend substance
to the contention that the Cuban
people have no practical choice
but Stalinism or domination by
American imperialism.

Sense of Proportion

We think that defenders of
the Cuban revolution could
make no graver error than to
lose their sense of proportion
and give up the revolution as
lost because the Cuban Com-
munist party leaders, with their
propensity to abuse positions of
trust, have been making undue
headway. It is not likely, in our

opinion, that they can take over
and derail the Cuban revolu-
tion. There are strong reasons
for this view.

First of all, in its origin the
Cuban revolution bypassed the
Communist party and created
an entirely new leadership. This
leadership, in its inherent hon-
esty, radicalism, commitments
to revolutionary action, political
resourcefulness and capacity to
learn, stands in the historic
mainstream of revolution, not in
the backwash of Stalinism. It
represents the resurgence of
world revolution, not its de-
cline.

Secondly, the Cuban revolu-
tion is a profound one. It has
stirred the masses to the bot-
tom. This powerful force cannot
be contained by an old Stalinist
group whose record includes
support of Batista — not while
the Castro leadership remains
in command.

Thirdly, the natural course of
the Cuban revolution is to cross
its national boundaries and
ignite revolutionary conflagra-
tions throughout Latin Amer-
ica. It in reality constitutes the
opening of the Latin-American
revolution and can be properly
appreciated only in this wider
context. Some of the countries
in Latin America are so ripe for
revolution that they will surely
take the socialist path long be-
fore the Cuban revolution be-
gins to lose its dynamism. An-<
other revolution anywhere in
Latin America would enormous-
ly reinforce the defense of the
Cuban revolution and make still
moré unlikely the usurpation of
power by the Blas Roca type.

Fourthly, it should be noted
that Cuba’s position is such that
the crystalization of a hard-
ened parasitic bureaucracy in
the Stalinist pattern would, very
early in the process, so weaken
the defense of the revolution as
to make it easy prey for recon-
quest by American imperialism.
The Cuban revolution does not
have much choice but to go

forward on the path of social-
ism and.democracy at home and
extend itself to the other coun-
tries of Latin America or be
crushed by the colossus to the
north. ‘
“Now It Reappears”

Finally, the Cuban Commu-
nist party itself is not hermet-
ically sealed. The extreme fac-
tionalism of the old Stalinist
leaders is due in part to their
anxiety over the penetration of
revolutionary patterns of
thought among the ranks. “No-
thing had been heard of the
Trotskyites in Cuba since the
end of the 1930°’s . . . Now it
reappears,” Blas Roca com-
plains. “Why?" The General

‘Secretary answers by ascribing

it to the “need” of ‘“Yankee
imperialists” for “agents.”

But in the 1930’s and all the
years since, to help prepare or
advocate a revolution such as
occurred in Cuba was, in the
Stalinist dictionary — “Trot-
skism.” The revolution itself, in
creating its own consciousness,
now inevitably engenders the
kind of ideology that Blas Roca
has been fighting since the
1930’s. '

The revolution engenders this
ideology even in the ranks of
the Cuban Communist party as
it has in the ranks of Commu-
nist parties in other areas of
the world where revolutionary
pressures are on the rise. The
ranks want the revolution to
advance, to be taken as an ex-
ample for similar action in
other countries. They don’t
want any more defeats like the
one in Guatemala; they want
victories like the one in Cuba.

The top Communist party
bureaucrats, representing a
conservative tendency, have
their eyes, among other things,
on the gravy train, They would
like the revolution to settle
down and avoid “extremist
positions,” as Blas Roca puts it.

What he means by “extremist
positions” was indicated at the
Havana Youth Congress in July

last year. A group of Latin-
American youth delegates ad-
hering to Trotskyist views dis-
tributed a leaflet advocating the
extension of nationalizations,
the return of Guantanamo to
the Cuban people and a struggle
against native capitalism. The
Stalinists attacked these pro-
posals as ‘“left-wing phrases”
designed ‘“to provoke aggres-
sion by Yankee imperialism,”
“divide the unity of Latin-
American youth” and “confuse
and destroy the Congress.”

Two days later, in an address
at the Youth Congress, Fidel
Castro announced the national-
ization of $800 million worth
of American holdings, an ‘“ex-
tremist ' position” to which the
ranks of the Communist party
responded with the greatest en-
thusiasm, whatever the reserva-
tions of Blas Roca may have
been.

In addition to the impact of
the Cuban revolution on the
ranks of the Communist party,
another force is operating that
can be expected to have increas-
ing weight in Cuba. The de-
struction of the cult of Stalin is
irreversible. The old Stalinist
monolithism has been shattered.
Today important differences
over policies have arisen re-
peatedly between Peking and
Moscow. In the long run, these
cannot be resolved, or even dis-
cussed, without taking into ac-
count Belgrade. Warsaw has its
opinions, too, as does Budapest
and Tirana. Havana can cer-
tainly be counted on to partic-
ipate. At one point or another
these differences have to be
considered on their merits, But
this cannot be done without
also considering genuinely rev-
olutionary views whether they
be labelled ‘“‘Communist,” “ex-
tremist,” “Trotskyite” or “Cas-
troite.”

Let’s Redouble Defense

Thus so long as the main
course of the Cuban revolution
and the main forces affecting
it are kept in view, its health
and sturdiness is evident. No
graver mistake could be made
by those who have the interests
of socialism or of the Cuban
people at heart than to give up
defense of the revolution be-
cause the Cuban Communist
party has penetrated many
parts of the apparatus of the
revolution and is utilizing its
positions for disruptive factional
purposes. Against the divisive
policy of “anti-Trotskyism,” it is
necessary to press all the harder
for a united movement that
makes room for the participa-
tion of all working-class and in-
dependent radical tendencies
that support the revolution.

Truth demands that excesses,
errors and injurious tactics be
made public and frankly criti~
cized. But the interests of the
Cuban revolution itself demand
that we puft them in proper
context. The same necessity
makes it our duty to redouble
our defense of the revolution.
There is no other way to help
assure the brilliant perspectives
now opening up. for the ad-
vancement of the Cuban rev-
olution.
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The New Soviet Program

On July 30 Pravda published the 50,000-word draft of a
proposed new program for the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, the first since the one written by Lenin in 1919. Exactly
a week later, on August 6, Soviet scientists sent the five-ton
Vostok II hurtling around the earth 17 times with cosmonaut
Maj. Gherman S. Titov at the controls.

The prolonged flight into outer space had smashing impact
as evidence of the Soviet Union’s position as a world power. The
new program, however, will undoubtedly prove of greater ulti-
mate import, for it spells out the basic meaning of the spec-
tacular technological achievement — at least as top officials of
the Soviet Union profess to view it.

The document was evidently written with four main audi-
ences in mind: (1) the “neutralist’” countries and colonial areas
where revolutionary pressures are on the rise; (2) the working
masses of the Soviet Union; (3) the Soviet bureaucratic caste;
(4) the sections of Communist parties in many parts of the world
that have indicated responsiveness to the covert criticisms from
Peking about Moscow’s foreign policies.

To the colonial peoples, the program stresses the possibilities
socialism offers — in contrast to capitalism — for rapid industrial
development and modernization in all fields.

More concretely, the document stresses the willingness of the
Soviet government to offer material aid to the underdeveloped
countries in their struggles for freedom and an improved standard
of living. At the same time emphasis is placed on the willingness
of the Soviet Union to collaborate with the colonial bourgeoisie
and not to seek to overthrow their rule.

These appeals, coupled with the stress on the genuine desire
of the Soviet Union for world peace, will undoubtedly prove most
attractive to the colonial peoples. The policy here enunciated of
aiding colonial struggles fits in with the limited turn toward the
left in this field begun by the Khrushchev regime some three
years ago.

To the working masses of the Soviet Union, the document
stresses pride in the great accomplishments of the past four
decades and the hope that privations and bureaucratism will soon
be over. For example, the acute housing shortage will be ended
within ten to twenty years. Consumer goods, especially food, will
become abundant. The standard of living of the United States
will be surpassed and bread will be made free along with rent,
medicine, health services, education and vacation resort facilities.

All this hinges on stepping up labor productivity considerably.
But even hard physical labor will eventually be eliminated through
mechanization of agriculture and automation. The working day
will then be made the shortest in the world.

The present disparity in income levels in the Soviet Union
will be narrowed eventually by increasing wages. Bureaucratism
will be reduced and the people given a greater voice in govern-
ment and eventually greater control over officeholders.

These glowing promises are of particular interest for what
they reveal about domestic pressures. .

To the Soviet bureaucratic caste, the promise is made that
there will no “withering away” of the state — not even in the
“communist stage” which the document proclaims is now opening
in the Soviet Union. In fact, even though classes have been li-
quidated, the domestic “class struggle” will continue. For this,
as well as the necessity of defending the Soviet Union against
world imperialism, a strong state structure is required.

In connection with gradual democratization, younger echelons
of the bureaucracy can expect better opportunities for advance-
ment through a rotating system involving one-third to one-half
of the officials in various government bodies.

To members of Communist parties in other countries, the
document argues — without naming Peking — for the policy of
“peaceful coexistence.” This is specified as not meaning simply a
friendly contest with capitalism to display which is the best sys-
tem. The contest also includes the class struggle. The eventual
world victory of socialism is inevitable. The document places
emphasis on the parliamentary road to power but does not ex-
clude other roads.

. The program thus makes at least formal concessions to the
viewpoint expressed by leaders of the Chinese Communist party
while in substance attacking their position.

The draft does not mention Stalin once. This is an obvious
concession to the universal hatred for the late dictator. How-
ever, Stalin’s theory of building “socialism in one country” is not
repudiated. Instead it is developed to the new logical absurdity
of .building “communism in one country.” It is even contended
that this can be done while other countries.in the Soviet bloc
remain at a lower level. The true Marxist view that socialism
and communism can be built only on the international tech-
nological basis established by world capitalism is not mentioned.

In future issues we will return to further analysis of this
document, particularly its contrast to the real view of Lenin on
the important issues it deals with.

Carleton Beals Scores Guban GP

In an article in the July issue of
the Independent, Carleton Beals,
the well-known expert on Latin-
American affairs, reveals that the
Cuban Communist party has suc-
ceeded in capturing key posts in
Prensa Latina after a bitter fac-
tional struggle over control of the
important news agency.

Prensa Latina was founded in
1959 by the Argentine journalist
Jorge Ricardo Massetti to provide
Latin America with accurate cov-
erage of world events, The need
for such a service had long been
felt in view of the silence about
key happenings, the inaccuracies,
distortions and sometimes outright
lies characteristic of the Ameri-
can-dominated networks in Latin

. America.

“Massetti’s general formula,”
Beals declares, ‘““seemed to be that
of selecting men who would be
wholly loyal to Prensa Latina and
to the Cuban Revolution, without
regard to their precise political
affiliations. In his Havana office
were several Communist subor-
dinates. He gave them the sack
before the final blow-up. There
must have been more among the
rank-and-file employees.

“That they were intriguing
against Massetti became evident
in due time. Presently, through
control of the newspaper writers’
and newspaper employees’' syn-
dicate, they closed in on him, de-
manding both administrative and
editorial rights. When he refused
their demands, they moved in on
the offices and locked him out, He
and his friends stormed back in
with submachine guns.

Massetti Resigns

“The uproar brought on govern-
ment intervention. Massetti re-
signed but was induced to stay on
till things were ironed out — on
the promise of a high government
post, which has never material-
ized . . . .

“President Dorticés personally
ordered a complete investigation
in which every employee was
quizzed and foreign represen-
tatives were called to Havana to
give a full accounting. All the
time the Communists were labor-
ing in the vineyard and gaining

increasing power. Employees not
following the party line were in
hot water and many were squeezed
out.

“In spite of the Communists’
greediness for power in the or-
ganization, even they realized that
ouit-and-out control would end the
usefulness of the organization,
probably cause its destruction. An
acceptable pliant false-front man
was chosen . . . the Spanish exile,
Fernando Revuelta, till then a
columnist for the conservative
Mexican daily, Novedades.”

As indications of Revuelta’s new
policy, Beals cites his personal
experience and, in some detail, the
kind of news Prensa Latina has
been publishing about certain
countries,

Articles “Suppressed”

Beals sold the agency two ar-
ticles, one of which dealt with
David Alfaro Siqgueiros, the Mex-
ican painter. The other was an
interview with ex-President La-.
zaro Cardenas, Both articles were
“suppressed.”

This, Beals believes, was due to
a new policy which puts passing
diplomatic considerations above
full and accurate news coverage.
In the case of Mexico, Prensa La-
tina is sensitive to the attitude of

President Loépez Mateos, who
jailed Siqueiros.
As for Céardenas, he is now

somewhat an opposition figure in
Mexican politics. “Though Cérde-
nas has been one of the staunch-
est friends of the Cuban Revolu-
tion and is in good part responsible
for Mexico’s present semi-favor-
able attitude toward Cuba, PL
must now play him down.”

. In Brazil, where President
Quadros is currently taking a fav-
orable attitude toward Cuba, Pren-
sa Latina has suppressed news
of government attacks on striking
university students and the seizure
of all labor headgquarters in the
Pernambuco area.

Fair Play Spokesman

One of the founders of the Fair
Play for Cuba Committee, Carle-
ton Beals has actively campaigned
in the United States in defense of
the Cuban revolution since the

Fair Play Committee Blasts

New Eastland

NEW YORK — The Fair Play
for Cuba Committee denounced as
“patently absurd, contradictory
and futile,” the latest attempts of
the Senate Internal Security Sub-
committee, headed by racist Sena-
tor Eastland, to smear it as “a
thriving Communist propaganda
front.”

Fastland made the latest charges
against the FPCC in an Aug. 3
press release concurrent with pub-
lication of the testimony of Fair
Play Acting Executive Secretary
Richard Gibson before the sub-
committee April 25 and May 16.

Gibson said the eontradictory
character of the Eastland subcom-
mittee’s charges could be seen
from its own press release, which
at one point accused FPCC of re-
ceiving a hidden subsidy from the
Cuban government and at another
accusing it of milking college stu-
dents of “funds supplied by, their
parents to pay for a college educa-
tion.”

“Apparently,” Gibson said,
“Eastland is astounded at the
growth of FPCC adult chapters
and student councils. The Fair
Play for Cuba Committee was
formed 16 months ago by 30 per-
sons; today it has more than 7,000
members, with 27 chapters in ma-
jor cities across the country and
student councils on more than 40
college campuses.”

Eastland’s racism was also ex-
pressed in the subcommittee re-
lease, which noted that “Gibson,
a Negro, is also an officer of the
Liberation Committee for Africa,

Smear Attack

which staged a. demonstration at
the United Nations after the death
of the Congo’s Lumumba.”

Gibson commented: “I know
that it must strike terror in the
heart of the Mississippi bigot and
his associates to learn that large
numbers of Americans of African
descent have supported this or-
ganization from its inception.
These black Americans have no
difficulty in realizing that if is
Eastland and his associates who
are their real enemies and not
Fidel Castro and the Cuban Rev-
olution, who have wiped out all
racial discrimination in a matter
of months, rather than the years
and centuries predicted even by
liberal North Americans.”

victory  over Batista, What course
he will now take is not clear.

“The honest friend of Cuba, who
has been thus cut off and threat-
ened with the distortion of hig
statements in Cuba,” he observes
wryly, “can scarcely be expected
to spend ‘much energy and time in’
trying to correct newspaper and
official falsifications about Cuban.
affairs in the United States or
elsewhere abroad.”

The Independent gave the ar-
ticle front-page display. The pol-
icy of the paper, which is edited
by Lyle Stuart, publisher of M-26:
the Biography of a Revolution, is
strongly in favor of the Cuban
revolution.

Washington Seeks

To Bar Stuart from
Traveling to Cuba

NEW YORK — Lyle Stuart, ed-
itor and publisher of the crusading
monthly, the Independent, is fight-
ing a State Department decision
denying him the right to go to
Cuba, a right extended to jour-
nalists.

The State Department denied
Stuart’s request for permission to
travel to Cuba on.the claim that
he is not “a bona fide newsman.”
The Independent was one of the
first publications in this country
to support the Cuban revolution
and to demand an'end to US.
hostility against Cuba. Stuart has
published several important works
on Cuba including an English
translation of Fidel Castro’s
speech, History Will Absolve Me
and Robert Taber’s M-26: Biog-
raphy of a Revolution.

Wrong Associations?

Stuart has also apparently
earned the displeasure of the
State Department because of his
aclivity as treasurer of the New
York chapter of the Fair Play for
Cuba Committee,

Supported by the American
Civil Liberties Union, Stuart
won a hearing at the passport divi-
sion of the State | Department
which was held in Washington
Aug. 1. '

At the hearing, efforts of the
State Department's counsel to
prove Stuart is not a “bona fide
newsman” revolved around ques-
tions suggesting that the Inde-
pendent is financed by the Cuban:
government. This allegation was:
tied to the fact that the Inde-
pendent is self-sustaining
although it doesn’'t carry any-
advertising. Stuart pointed out the
paper had been self-sustaining for
nearly eight years before the Cu-
ban revolution on the basis of ils
income from subscriptions.

The State Department was also
hard put to explain why it had
granted permission a few weeks
previous for an Independent cor-
respondent: to go to Cuba.

Decision on the application is.
pending and Stuart has annotinced
that if it is unfavorable he will
fight out the matter in the courts.
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Kennédy's ‘Alliance for Progress’

Thought Control in Argentina

The communications media in
the United States have been
whooping it up for Kennedy’s
“Alliance for Progress” as a
“bold” and ‘“inspiring” program
to bolster democracy in Latin
Ameérica. However, the real mean-
ing of the “New Frontier” propa-

ganda has been correctly read by
one of the main prospective reci-

pients of the proposed dollar
handouts.

Arturo Frondizi, president of
Argentina, is pressing Congress

to pass a “temporary” law that
would in effect end civil liberties
in the country and make political
opposition to his government a
criminal offense, Frondizi clearly
understands that to qualify for
membership in the “Alliance for
Progress” club you've got to pre-
sent proof of “anti-Communism,”

Trumanite

The text of the law he proposes,
published in full in the July 22
edition of the Buenos Aires news-
paper El Mundo, reveals how
closely Frondizi has studied Tru-
man’s “loyalty” purge measures,
the MecCarran Act and similar
totalitarian legislation of the worst
McCarthyite period in the United
States.

Article 1 of Frondizi's proposed
witch-hunt law reads as follows:
“Declares illegal any organization
that, no matter what its apparent
objectives may be, tends to im-
‘plant, either in an immediate or
future way, totalirianism in the
Republic, whether by avocating,
maintaining, preparing or support-
ing the action of communism or of
any other regime that might de-
stroy the republican form of gov-
ernment, the fundamental prin-
ciples of the representative demo-
cratic system established by the
National Constitution or the indi-
vidual rights and guarantees that
it makes sacred.

Covers Every Angle

“The organizations covered by
this article shall be immediately
dissolved and liquidated in ac-
cordance with the disposition of
the law.”

This sweeping measure, ap-
plicable to any organization that
displeases the regime, goes even
further. It applies penalties to
every member of a proscribed or-
ganization, Still more — to get
around the difficulty of proving
membership, it applies to anyone

Frondizi

who might be accused of associa-
tion in any possible way:

“The members of the organiza-
tions referred to in the previous
article who take part in their il-
legal activities, shall be sentenced
to prison from one month to three
years.

“The same penalty applies to
those who, not being members,
participate in said activities.”

To cover every possible loop-
hole, the thought-control measure
is made applicable to anyone who
“in a direct or undercover way
carries on any proselyting activity
with the aim of advocating, main-
taining, preparing or supporting
the immediate or future implant-
ing of communism or other totali-
tarian system . . .”

Foreign-Born

Foreigners are prohibited from
entering Argentina if in an “indi-
vidual way” or in association with
an organization they have been
involved at any time in the pre-
vious five years in the “diffusion
of propaganda of communism” or

other activities declared illegal by.

the proposed law,

Foreigners already in the coun-
try who might be convicted would
be subject up to three years in
prison, to be followed by deporta-
tion. Naturalized citizens would be
subject to the same prison terms,
loss of citizenship and deportation.

The main target, however, is
not foreign residents or foreign-
born citizens, as can be judged
from a clause barring anyone
guilting of violating the proposed
law from voting, or being elected
to office, holding -government em-

ployment, practicing law whether
publicly or privately, or holding
elective or appointive office in any
educational, professional, employ-
er or labor organization. This also
applies to Argentina’s govern-
ment-operated enterprises.

These prohibitions are to con-
tinue for three times any prison
sentence but not less than three
years.

This would seem totalitarian
enough, But Frondizi is apparent-
ly determined to show XKennedy
what a model “anti-Communist”
he really is. Under the projected
law, a government employee or
official can be fired without proof
of “guilt.” He can be fired even if
he is proved innocent, ‘“Indepen-
dently of the final result” in a
case, the “competent authorities”
can fire anyone charged with
violating the law.

Not even this is all. The Argen-
tine version of habeas corpus and
freedom on bail is supended.

Secrecy

All the preliminary steps fol-
lowing denunciation of an indivi-
dual must be kept secret by the
authorities in charge of enforcing
this repressive act, Thus a person
can be arrested by surprise and
held behind bars while the court
proceeds with the case.

Visualizing the possibility that
some officials might be reluctant
to proceed in the totalitarian
fashion demanded by the project-
ed law, Frondizi has provided
penalties for such cases, too,

Besides the possible prison term
and other penalties provided by
the law, any public official who
learns about activities ‘“barred by
the law” in his jurisdiction and
fails to take action is subject to
discharge from office.

If the Argentine Senate and
House of Representatives pass this
totalitarian measure, as Frondizi
demands, Kennedy can claim quite
a feather for the war bonnet of
the “New Frontier.”

Them That Has Gets
The June 1961 Labor’s Economic
Review reports that U.S. private
investment abroad ‘has expanded
rapidly, but almost all the in-
crease has gone to already indus-
trialized countries. The small

amount placed in underdeveloped
countries has been concentrated in
extractive enterprises, not in-
dustrialization.

| It Was Reported in

Progress Report — “. . . there is
almost no American scientist who
doubts that the Gagarin and Titov
flights were actually made.” —
The Aug. 9 New York Times.

No Welcome Mat—“WASHING-
TON, Aug. 1 ((#))—The State De-
partment said today that Japan
had turned down an informal
wequest that American atomic~
powered submarines be allowed to
visit Japanese ports to give their
crews shore leave.”

Aid to Needy Children — The
Associated Press reports that Pres-
ident Kennedy’s daughter Caroline
has received a gift of a pair of
foot-high ‘‘gorgeously gowmed”
dolls from the United Nations
Children’s Emergency Fund.

Cost of Anti-Cuba Campaign —
Washington’s trade embargo
against Cuba has.resulted in a 36
per cent drop in the export of U.S.
dried beans.

Socialized Weather “Let’s
look at the Weather Bureau. Why
should Uncle Sam tell us what
kind of weather we have? Is so-
cialized weather any different
from socialized medicine? No! Be-
sides, it leads to mediocrity. In
the old days, weather predictions
were made accurately by a mem-

ber of the family who had corns,
lumbago, or a broken bone . . .
Federally controlled weather also
infringes on states rights, In the
South, ‘separate but equal' wea-
ther is the custom.” — Rep. Frank
Thompson, Jr. (D-N.J.)

Keep It a Secret — William Car-
dinal Godfrey, Catholic archbishop
in London, has assailed sex educa-
tion for children, “Anyone with
knowledge of human nature will
know that our young people will
thus be tempted to experience
for themselves what they have
learned,” he said,

845 Reasons to Vote Socialist —
A current survey shows that 845
of New York’s 860 public schools
are in need of emergency repairs.

Progress Report — Indicating
how rapidly we are moving out
of the era of McCarthyism, the
Senate Labor Committee voted to
drop a requirement that appli-
cants for federal scholarship loans
sign a “loyalty” oath. Instead, the
committee voted to impose crim-
inal penalties on any member of
a ‘“subversive” group who applies
for or uses such a loan.

New Boost in Butter Prices? —
Since April 1 the federal govern-
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ment has purchased 127,000,000
pounds of surplus butter,

Free-World Leader — The coup
of the current military dictators in
Korea is the greatest thing that'’s
happened there in a thousand
years, according to retired Gen.
James A. Van Fleet, former com-
mander of U.S, and UN forces in
Korea. The general says it's “all
right to talk about representative
government, but such a system,
except .in great nations like the

U.S. and Britain, lets elements get

into the government and destroy
it'”

Dedicated But Dubious — Half
of the 100 Protestant divinity stu-
dents polled by Redbook maga-
zine believe the virgin birth of
Christ is a myth. Only 29 per cent
believe there is a heaven or hell.

Land of Plenty—There are now
nearly 70,000 people in the greater
Cleveland area eating federal sur-
plus foods, nearly twice as many
as a year ago. A family of four
gets about 60 pounds of food a
month with a retail value of about
$20.

And More Expensive, Too —
Rev. Cyril Blount of London’s St.
Andrew’s church says, “Bingo is a
greater sin than.sex immorality.”

Letters from Our Readers

Fair Play for Cuba

Youngstown, Ohio

I am enclosing $2 as a contribu-
tion. I certainly enjoy your fine
paper. It is wonderfully progres-
sive, educational and truthful. The
new format of The Militant is
especially good.

If anyone doubts that President
Kennedy and the abominable CIA
was behind the Cuban counter-
revolutionary invasion I suggest
they read that June 24 issue of the
Saturday Evening Post which has
an article entitled The Cuban Dis-
aster, by Stewart Alsop. Of course
Alsop sides with the counter-rev-
olution as any capitalist writer
would be expected to do, but the
facts speak for themselves, as
follows:

(1) The counter-revolutionary
attack was backed entirely by the
CIA with Kennedy's approval.

(2) It was an uncalled-for ag-
gressive act of war by a powerful
country against a smaller one.

(3) Its purpose was to re-estab-
lish big-business control of Cuba
by U.S. imperialism.

Castro was 100 per cent right
when he said the U.S. needs a so-
cialist revolution.

Also, I wish to comment on
George Lavan’s article on Senator
Eastland’s persecution of the Fair
Play for Cuba Committee. T think
the Fair Play for Cuba Committee
is a fine organization. It’s doing
a fine thing in trying to bring the
truth about Cuba to the attention
of the American people. It's offer
of a low-cost tour last Christmas
so that Americans could see Cu-
ban conditions for themselves was
a fine example of its sincere mo-
tives,

R.A.L.

Will Do

Rockaway, Beach, N.Y.

How about just running a

black-bordered box in the next
issue of The Militant with:

Justices Frankfurter, Harlan,
Clark, Whittaker and Stewart,
who upheld the Internal Secur-
ity Act of 1950, betrayed the
American Revolution.

R.W.

Hearst on Fascism

Los Angeles, Calif.

To get the American people to
think more and more along the
path of neo-fascism, a series of
articles was written recently by
William Randolph Hearst white-
washing fascist dictators in gen-
eral and Spanish dictator Franco
in particular.

Touching on the background of
the Spanish Civil War, Hearst
writes that it was primarily a war
between Franco, Germany and
Italy on one hand, and the Soviet
Union on the other. (Where the
Spanish people were and to whom
they gave their sympathies, Hearst
doesn’t say.)

For the benefit of those whao
don’t know, he states: “Now for
the record let it be known with-
out apology the sympathy of the
Hearst newspapers, then as now,
lies with those God-fearing peo-
ple who do battle atheistic com-
munism at any time and any
place.” ’

That these “God-fearing” peo-
ple have slaughtered thousands of
Spanish workers and brutally
wiped out any legal opposition
doesn’t bother Hearst at all. The
only thing that matters is that
Spain is “solidly in the ranks of
the West.” Spain and Portugal are
also hailed as having “compara-

tively flourishing economies.”
Compared to whom? Certainly not
to the rest of Europe since they
are at the bottom of the list as
far as living standards are con-
cerned.

And then, so we don't forget
Cuba, Hearst warns the liberals:
“To those who insist that dictators
everywhere must go, I say re-
member Cuba. For my part T'll
take Salazar and Franco ahead of
Castro any day of the week.”

Al Johnson

U.S. 'Sportsmanship'

Baltimore, Md.

Are our leaders as bad sports as
our Olympic players?

When the USSR won the ma-
jority of all Olympic games, who
was the first to holler “cheater”?
When the USSR put the first man
into space, who was the first to
holler “liar”?

Now our leaders are such bad
sports that they will not even in-
vite to the U.S. the first Cosmo-
naut to attempt, or to make a
space flight that went 25,000 miles
(not 300 miles) and 17,000 m.p.h.
(not 7,000) and in a space ship
five times heavier than the U.S.
capsule.

Major Yuri Alexeyevich Gaga-
rin, a man who did not brag of
his flight in magazines (for pay)
six months before it happened, a
man who did not.need the eyes of
his whole country to get him off
the ground should be invited to
the US.

Unless — the government ad-
mits, by the non-invitation, that
they fear the American people will
give him the welcome he deserves
and which the government would
deny him.

William J. Murray, III

Philadelphians Flare Up

Philadelphia, Pa.

Usually apathetic Philadelphia
has had one of its most revolu-
tionary incidents since 1776, with
Mayor Richard B. Dilworth as the
target.

During recent weeks the mayor
has been promoting a plan for
solving automobile congestion. Car
owners would pay $40 a year for
the “privilege” for parking over-
night on city streets. “People have
to learn,” said a wealthy lawyer,
“that a city street is not a private
garage.”

The mayor decided to crack
down on illegal overnight park-
ing and chose a section of South
Philadelphia as the pilot area for
his project. The cops broke ail
records, issuing tickets by the
hundreds. Tempers of the people
flared.

On July 24, despite warnings,
Dilworth attended a scheduled
citizens meeting in the area to
“explain” his plan. Five hundred
aroused citizens jammed into the
auditorium. Another 1,500 listened
over loudspeakers outside.

For two hours the mayor strug-
gled to be heard. The people
shouted and jumped out of their
seats with mock Nazi salutes.
When the crowd outside heard the
mayor say he would continue mass
ticketing, they replied with a bar-
rage of rocks that sent flying glass
near the mayor. Cops appeared
with police dogs and this really
enraged the people. The chief in-
spector ordered the dogs away
averting a full-scale riot.

Finally a cordon of cops escort-
ed the mayor to his limousine. It
left under a barrage of bricks,
garbage and gravel. Earlier hun-
dreds of people had stermed a
police car and freed a young man
who had been arrested.

Daniel Rodil

Thought for the Week

_ “U. S. military scigntn’sts, quietly exploring the potentials of biol-
ogical warfare, are coming to some explosive conclusions. Among them:

. .. . Communist regimes .

. would be particularly vulnerable mili-
tarily to biological -attack against their croplands

. Anti-crop

warfare could be launched secretly . .. The nation under attack would
have to decide whether to blame natural causes or ememy action,

whether to retaliate and against whom ,

Journal.

.." — The Aug. 2 Wall Street



