
Nation Faces First Ban on Political Party
By H a rry  Ring

Arm ed w ith  Supreme C ourt ap­
prova l o f the In te rna l Security A ct 
and the “ membership”  proviso in  
the Sm ith Act, A tto rney  General 
Robert Kennedy is m oving ahead 
w ith  plans to complete the out­
law ing o f the Communist Party. 
Th is move w il l  in  tu rn  lay  the 
basis fo r a broader attack on those 
ho ld ing  dissident po litica l and so­
c ia l views. Some 200 other o r­
ganizations are presently under 
Justice Departm ent scru tiny as 
supposed “ C om m unist-fron t”  or

“ C om m un is t-in filtra ted”  groups.
In  announcing tha t he w ould 

crack down on the Communist 
P arty  to the fu l l  extent of the law, 
Kennedy offered the fake argu­
ment tha t th is was ju s tifie d  be­
cause the Communist P arty  is a 
Moscow-directed “ conspiracy,”  not 
a legitim ate p o lit ic a l party. This 
was only intended to lu l l  those 
concerned about the dangerous 
consequences o f th is f irs t outaw ing 
of a po litica l pa rty  in  the nation’s 
history.

Kennedy’s contention is a com­
plete fraud. Throughout the 15

years of co ld-w ar legal persecu­
tion  of the Communist P a rty  no t a 
single one o f its  members has been 
convicted o f anyth ing other than 
advocating po litica l ideas or “ con­
sp iring”  to advocate po litica l ideas.

Despite th is  fact, Kennedy is 
now try in g  to force the CP to com­
p ly  w ith  the provisions of the 
McCarran A ct by prov id ing  the 
Justice Departm ent w ith  a lis t o f 
its members, a financ ia l report —  
inc lud ing names o f contributors, 
and a lis t o f a ll p rin tin g  equip­
m ent owned by the p a rty  —  rig h t 
down to the last mimeograph

machine in  a branch office.
The leaders of the pa rty  have 

replied by declaring they w il l  not 
comply even i f  i t  means they w il l  
have to “ live  the rest of our lives 
in  ja il.”

In  response to th is refusal to be 
inform ers on th e ir members, K en­
nedy g rim ly  asserted tha t he 
w ould move to b ring  the fu l l  
penalties of the law  down on the 
party. And the penalties are in ­
credible. The pa rty  can be sub­
jected to c rim ina l prosecution fo r  
refusal to comply w ith  the regis­
tra tion  order. Upon conviction i t

w ould mace a fine  o f $10,000 fo r  
each day o f non-compliance.

This same procedure w ould  then 
be applied to p a rty  officers. They 
w ould  face $10,000 fines and five  
years im prisonm ent fo r  each day 
o f non-compliance. F ina lly , each 
member w ould be expected to  
register in d iv id u a lly  o r be subject 
to the same extreme penalty.

This sandbagging operation is 
completed by the h igh  court’s ru l­
ing  tha t mere membership in  the 
pa rty  is su ffic ien t basis fo r  con­
v ic tion  under the Sm ith Act. Thus, 
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Inter-Party Fracas Throws 
New Light on Invasion Plot

B y George Lavan
I f  the proverb about honest men 

benefiting when thieves fa l l  out 
has any curren t application, the 
Am erican people may yet get more 
details about W hite  House in ­
volvem ent in  the invasion o f Cuba. 
In  a dram atic June 11 rad io  and 
T V  statement, W illia m  E. M ille r, 
new national chairman of the Re­
publican Party, declared tha t the 
Eisenhower adm inistration had not 
on ly  armed, tra ined and financed 
the Cuban counter-revolutionaries, 
b u t had also planned on using U.S. 
a ir  force and naval un its  in  the 
attack.

The next day Eisenhower to ld 
newsmen tha t on M arch 17, 1960 
he had given the order fo r  the 
organization, tra in ing  and equip­
ping of the counter-revolutionaries. 
He denied there was any specific 
order fo r  use o f U.S. planes and 
ships because, he said, there wasn’t  
any “ exact”  p lan fo r  the invasion.

A ir Cover Essential
B u t w h ile  denying the order fo r 

the use o f U.S. planes and ships, 
Eisenhower conceded he had stated 
tha t “ no amphibious operation 
could succeed unless i t  had a ir 
cover.”

The prelude to the invasion was 
the attem pt to knock out Cuba’s 
small a ir force. C ounter-revo lu­
tiona ry  planes painted up w ith  
Cuban a ir force m arkings bombed 
Cuban a irfie lds  and then landed 
in  F lo rida  c la im ing they were de­
fectors from  Castro’s army. 
W hether th is  was in  the o rig ina l 
Eisenhower plan or was a Ken­
nedy g im m ick is not ye t known. 
However, the fo llow ing  item  from  
“ Pentagon Whispers”  in  Newsweek 
(M ay 22) shows how w e ll prep­
arations were made:

The U -2 Again
“ Laugh lin  AFB, Texas —  N oth­

ing has been said, b u t a U-2 photo 
plane —  the same type tha t did 
h igh -a ltitude  reconnaisance over 
Russia — fle w  over Cuba ju s t be­
fore the abortive rebel landings. 
The mission —  one of the last 
fro m  th is  soon-to-be-closed base 
—  gave the C IA  a set o f near­
perfect pictures of Cuban a irfie lds 
(and the planes oh them ) and 
m ilita ry  bases.”

There are indications tha t fa r 
from  “ rescinding”  any order about 
U.S. planes, Kennedy ordered 
them  in to  action a fte r the second 
day. B u t by  tha t tim e the invasion 
had been smashed beyond rescue.

W ashington colum nist D rew  
Pearson on M ay 9 described a 
3 a.m. emergency conference in  
the W hite  House on A p r i l  19:

Eisenhower

“ Some advisers urged tha t 
Am erican planes be sent in to  ba t­
tle  . .  . Kennedy fin a lly  ordered 
Am erican planes in to  action in  a 
last-m inute e ffo rt to save the 
rebels from  collapse. B u t when 
N avy planes got o ff th e ir near-by 
carrier, th e ir on ly contribu tion  to 
freedom was to help Castro. They 
shot down a rebel B-26. The rebel 
planes had the same m arkings as 
Castro’s planes except fo r a blue 
streak underneath the w ing. The 
N avy p ilo ts couldn’t  see beneath 
the w ing .”

Stellato Elected 
By Slim Margin 
In UAW Contest

DETROIT, June 11 — Carl Stel­
lato won his race-baiting, red­
ba iting  campaign fo r re-election 
as president o f U AW  Ford Local 
600 in  the election held June 7-8. 
B u t i t  was a close th ing ; he ran 
in to  the strongest opposition he 
has encountered since w inn ing  the 
post in  1950. This time, indeed, he 
lost in  eight of the local’s 15 
units.

Stellato got 12,466 votes to 
10,528 fo r H a rry  Philo, leader of 
the Job Security Slate. John O rr 
o f the Stellato slate was re-e lect­
ed vice president, w ith  12,362 
votes to 10,087 fo r  Paul Boatin.

The Stellato slate won five  of 
the nine top offices, the Philo 
slate won one (guide), and ru n ­
offs w il l  be held June 28-29 fo r 
local recording secretary, financ ia l 
secretary and trustee because no 
candidate got a m a jo rity  last week. 
Runoffs fo r the u n it presidents 
w i l l  also decide most o f the other 
15 executive board posts.

Local 600 has around 46,000 
members, inc lud ing  18,000 re tired 
and unemployed workers. O f 
these, 26,000 turned out at the 
ballo t. A round 1,100 voted fo r  tw o 
m inor presidentia l candidates, and 
another 2,000 e ither d id  not vote 
fo r  president o r spoiled th e ir ba l­
lots.

Stellato had several advantages 
to s ta rt w ith . He is be tte r know n 
than Philo. As incumbent, he had 
the local’s large s ta ff w o rk ing  fo r 
h im . In  addition he got p len ty  of 
help from  In terna tiona l represen­
tatives, w h ich  was possible only 
w ith  W alte r Reuther’s OK.

B u t Stellato ran scared and used 
every d ir ty  tr ic k  in  the union 
bureaucrat’s book. He tr ie d  to 
arouse pre jud ice against Philo  
among the older workers by harp­
ing on his low  seniority status in  
the local. He cast suspicion on 
P h ilo ’s m otive in  q u ittin g  a w e ll-  
paying job as law yer in  order to 
run. (A fte r  being la id  o ff in  the 
1958 recession because of his low  
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Japanese Demonstrations Win 
Victory over Reactionary Law

Mass demonstrations by workers 
and students in  Japan scored a 
smashing v ic to ry  when they forced 
the ru lin g  L ibe ra l Democratic 
P a rty  to shelve a b i l l  lim itin g  the 
r ig h t of po litica l protest. More than 
30,000 demonstrators chanted and 
snake-danced outside the D ie t 
(parliam ent) June 3 as the b i l l  
was steamrollered through the 
low er house over strong Socialist 
objections.

Protests by labor unions, the 
national student federation (Zen- 
gakuren) and the People’s Council 
Against the U.S.-Japan Security 
T reaty spread from  Tokyo to Osa­
ka and Kyoto  when Prem ier Ikeda 
tr ied  to push the b i l l  through the 
upper house. The government mo­
b ilized 7,000 police in  Tokyo 
against the demonstrators. The 
demonstration swelled to 84,000.

Ikeda was forced to back dow n

A . P h ilip  Randolph

on his attem pt to pass the b i l l  in  
the upper house, the f in a l step in  
m aking i t  a law . He said he wished 
to avoid po litica l dissension and 
disunity. Ikeda is scheduled tp v is it 
Washington th is  month. Slogans 
opposing Ikeda’s v is it figured on 
the placards carried by dem­
onstrators.

The shelved b i l l  w ould  p ro h ib it 
demonstrations in  the v ic in ity  of 
parliam ent (such as those tha t 
forced cancellation of Eisenhower’s 
v is it last year) and give the police 
new a rb itra ry  powers. As cam­
ouflage, several sections against 
te rro rism  and assassination were 
included in  . the b ill. Thus the 
Am erican press has referred to i t  
exclusive ly as an “ anti-vio lence”  
b ill.  The demonstrators made clear 
tha t i t  was the sections banning 
protest demonstrations and g iv ing 
the police added powers tha t they 
opposed.

Africans to Step Up 
The Campaign for 
Freedom in Angola

B y Frances James
The w a r fo r independence in  

Angola is expected to in tensify  
fo llow ing  passage of an A fro - 
Asian sponsored resolution in  the 
U nited Nations Security Council 
ca lling on Portugal to end “ re ­
pressive measures”  in  the colony. 
The present A frica n  nationalist 
revo lt in  Angola began Feb. 3 w ith  
coordinated raids on po litica l 
prisons in  Luanda, the capital, and 
elsewhere. Since then Africans 
have gained contro l o f most of 
northern  Angola.

Get Weapons From Enemy
In  the figh ting , an estimated 500 

w hites were k illed . European arm y 
patrols were ambushed almost 
da ily. Exiled  Angolan nationalist 
leaders in  Leopoldville, in  the 
Congo, and Conakry, in  Guinea, 
c la im  to d irect up to 20,000 rebels 
armed w ith  weapons taken from  
the Portuguese. They say an in ten ­
sified gue rrilla  campaign w il l  be 
the next stage o f the independence 
struggle.

Portuguese d ic ta tor Salazar is 
sending thousands of regular 
troops and heavy m ilita ry  equip­
ment to Angola fo r a w ar of “ ex­
te rm ination”  against rebel forces. 
European settlers have formed 
“ defense corps.”  The colonial gov­
ernment authorized issuance of 
arms to a ll w h ite  Portuguese c iv il­
ians —  bu t not to assiviilados 
(A fricans o ff ic ia lly  declared in  the 
past to be “ c iv ilized”  and granted 
Portuguese c itizensh ip ).

Portuguese Troops
Portuguese settlers and troops 

have already k ille d  an estimated 
20,000 to 100,000 A fricans— bomb­
ing villages, burn ing houses, 
schools and missions and decimat­
ing the population.

In  the U N  Security Council, the 
U.S. voted fo r the resolution de­
p lo ring  “ large-scale k illin g s ”  and 
demanding th a t Portugal cease 
“ repressive measures.”  The State 
D epartm ent’s attem pt to pose as a 
fr iend  of the A frican  freedom re v ­
o lu tion  disturbed colonial powers 
a llied to the U.S. in  NATO. There 
has even been ta lk  tha t Portugal 
w i l l  demand a U N  investigation of 
rac ia l segregation in  M ississippi 
i f  the U.S. continues to  vote fo r 
A frica n  resolutions on Angola.

Minimum Wage 
Of $2 Asked by 
Negro Unionists

B y  Fred Halstead
A  New Y ork  area conference o f 

the Negro Am erican Labor Coun­
c il has called fo r  a national $2 
per hour m in im um  wage. The 
conference passed the resolution 
a fte r hearing New Y o rk  C ity  W el­
fare Commissioner James R. 
Dumpson declare tha t the new fed­
eral m in im um  was already in ­
adequate and tha t at least $2 an 
hour is necessary to provide a l iv ­
ing  standard o f m in im um  decency 
fo r a fa m ily  o f two.

Dumpson said there are 860,000 
Negroes and Puerto Ricans in  New 
Y o rk  C ity ’s labor force o f 3.5 m il­
lion, and about ha lf o f them are 
unemployed or underpaid accord­
ing to the m in im um  standards of 
the State Departm ent of Social 
W elfare.

Thousands of New Yorkers w ith  
fu l l  tim e jobs requ ire  w e lfa re  de­
partm ent re lie f ju s t to  pay ren t 
and feed th e ir fam ilies. N ine ty - 
five  per cent of these are Negroes 
o r Puerto Ricans.

New York Lowest
The N A LC  conference was held 

June 10 to consider rac ia l dis­
crim ination  in  employment in  the 
New Y o rk  C ity  area, and its 
sharpened effects on the Negro 
and Puerto R ican population in  
v iew  of deteriorated wage levels 
in  the country’s largest c ity . A  
study released the same day by  
Jo in t Council 16 o f the Teamsters 
U nion revealed th a t average fac­
to ry  wages in  New Y o rk  C ity  are 
the lowest o f the 18 m a jo r indus­
tr ia l areas in  the country. In  1947, 
New Y ork  C ity  factory wages had 
averaged the highest in  a study of 
seven m a jo r indus tria l areas.

The curren t average wage fo r  
the c ity ’s rough ly one m illio n  fac­
to ry  workers is $80.36, w h ich  is 
$30.55 below the w eekly income 
the federal bureau of labor statis­
tics considers necessary to support 
an “ adequate bu t moderate”  liv in g  
standard fo r a fa m ily  of four.

Freedom Riders 
Jam Miss. Jail

JUNE 13 —  Twelve Freedom 
Riders drew  fou r-m on th  ja i l  sen­
tences in  Jackson, M ississippi, yes­
terday, b ring ing  the to ta l convicted 
there fo r  challenging segregated 
trave l fac ilities  to HO.The H inds 
County ja il  is now  overcrowded 
and the she riff has been authorized 
to transfer Freedom Riders to the 
M ississippi State Penitentiary.

Two busloads o f Freedom Riders, 
inc lud ing  union representatives, 
rabbis and m inisters, p lan to  leave 
Washington, D.C., today to test 
fac ilities  in  N orth  Carolina, South 
Carolina and F lorida. M eanwhile, 
the tem porary in junc tion  against 
Freedom Riders in  A labam a has 
expired, bu t Federal Judge F rank  
M . Johnson warned he m ay re­
instate i t  la ter. The Freedom Ride 
Coordinating Committee announced 
from  A tlan ta  tha t i t  w ou ld  reopen 
its Montgomery, Alabama, office 
24 hours a fte r the expiration.
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B y Tom  K erry

D u ring  W orld  W ar I I  the em­
ployers had no more e ffective wea­
pon fo r curb ing the union struggle 
fo r  wages, hours and w ork ing  
conditions, than the tr i-p a rtite  
W ar Labor Board and its no­
s trike  pledge.

W ith  the W LB  hold ing f irm  the 
wage-freezing line  against labor 
■while prices and p ro fits  skyrock­
eted, the corporations were en­
riched at the expense o f the w o rk ­
ing  people.

B y  the tim e the w ar ended, the 
W ar Labor Board had become a 
hated symbol o f the gross inequal­
i t y  imposed under the hypocritica l 
gjgn o f “ equa lity  o f sacrifice.”

M ilita n t un ion opposition to the 
tr i-p a r t ite  hoax mounted in  a tid a l 
wave o f massive discontent tha t 
swept the wage-freezing, s trike ­
breaking, W LB  out of existence.

That was some fifteen  years ago. 
Counting on the shortness of mem­
o ry  o f the workers, Secretary of 
Labor Goldberg is today engaged 
in  a tru ly  monstrous attem pt to 
p o rtra y  the w artim e  tr i-p a rtite  
sw indle as the golden era of 
Am erican labor.

T rip a rtitism

P rio r to  his appointment as Sec­
re ta ry  of Labor in  the Kennedy 
adm inistration, A rth u r J . Gold­
berg, whose fa t fees as legal coun­
sel fo r a num ber of unions made 
h im  a rich  man, stumped the coun­
t r y  trum peting  the v irtues o f t r i ­
p a rtit ism  as a means o f prom oting 
“ labor-management”  harmony.

I t  was Goldberg who, as coun­
sel fo r the U n ited  Steel Workers, 
was credited w ith  m aster-m inding 
the  m utua l trusteeship po licy  in  
the  steel union. Under th is  “ arms- 
around-the-shoulder”  policy, cor­
poration head Fairless and union 
chief McDonald, paraded the steel 
p lants fo r  the ed ifica tion and de­
lectation of the steel w orkers 
there in  assembled.

The co-existence dream was 
ru d e ly  shattered by the 116-day 
steel s trike  in  w h ich  the workers 
fough t o ff the attem pt o f the steel 
bosses to scuttle th e ir union. Now

...Political Ban
(Continued from  Page 1)

every person whose name was 
tu rned over under the McCarran 
A c t w ou ld  be in  jeopardy of prose­
cution.

This whole fram e-up system w il l  
be subject to  fu r th e r court test 
since CP officers and members 
w i l l  undoubtedly refuse to  register 
on the basis o f the F if th  Am end­
m ent guarantee against se lf-in ­
crim ination.

Inv id ious enough in  its  own 
rig h t, th is  police - state d rive  
against the Communist P a rty  has 
the  deepest im plications fo r the 
general po litica l life  of the coun­
try .

Probe
Last M arch 6, F B I chief J. Ed­

gar Hoover declared: “ Some 200 
know n, or suspected, Communist- 
fro n t and C om m unist-in filtra ted  
organizations are now under in ­
vestigation by the F B I. M any of 
these fron ts are nationa l in  scope 
w ith  chapters in  various cities.”

Hoover d idn ’t  indicate the names 
o f the 200 organizations. B u t an 
in k lin g  of w hat is invo lved is o f­
fered by the Senate In te rna l 
Security Subcommittee’s recent ef­
fo r t to  establish “ Communist in ­
f i lt ra t io n ”  in  the Committee fo r  a 
Sane Nuclear P olicy and the cur­
re n t moves o f the Eastland group 
to  w itch -h u n t the F a ir P lay fo r 
Cuba Committee on the same basis.

The In te rna l Security Act, now  
ru led  constitutional, applies not 
on ly to  “ Communist action”  groups 
bu t also to  groups deemed to fa ll 
in to  the vaguely defined category 
o f being “ substantia lly dominated”  
b y  “ Communist action”  groups.

The need fo r  a united opposition 
to  th is  po litica l fram e-up and 
thought-contro l system is urgent.

A rth u r J. Goldberg

Goldberg is at i t  again —  th is tim e 
on a grander scale.

W ritin g  in  the Saturday ¡Evening 
Post o f A p r i l  29, Goldberg summed 
up “ the fo u r po in t approach be­
h ind the programs tha t President 
Kennedy has presented to Con­
gress,”  by a ffirm in g  tha t “ we must 
take steps to renew the creative 
partnership between business, la ­
bor and Government tha t existed 
during  the w ar.”

The f irs t step was the creation 
o f the “ President’s A dviso ry  Com­
m ittee on Labor-Management P o l-

(Continued from  Page 1) 
seniority, P h ilo  w ent to law  
school and got a degree, w h ile  re ­
ta in ing  his membership in  Local 
600.)

The T rim m ings
These were only the trim m ings, 

however. Stellato’s m ain appeal 
was directed to the most back­
w ard anti-N egro and anti-rad ica l 
elements in  the local.

Concocting a fantastic story 
about a p lo t by  “ outside forces”  to  
take over Local 600, Stellato ac­
cused the Trade Union Leader­
ship Council of being the chief 
conspirators behind the P h ilo  slate. 
The TULC, local a ffilia te  o f the 
Negro Am erican Labor Council, is 
active ly figh ting  fo r Negro rep­
resentation and equa lity  in  the 
unions and plants. Its  leaders have 
crossed swords w ith  Stellato a 
number o f times because o f his 
alliance w ith  anti-Negro forces 
in  the local.

Stellato presented h im self as a 
crusader against such “ outside 
dom ination.”  He ra llied  the an ti- 
Negro forces behind h im  by em­
phasizing the three Negro candi­
dates on the Philo  slate, and by 
refusing to include any Negroes 
on his own slate.

Paternalism
When asked by a Negro paper 

w hy his slate was a ll w h ite  in  
a local w ith  so many Negroes, he 
replied pa terna lis tica lly  tha t he 
was try in g  to “ protect”  his Negro 
sta ff members, who w ould  have 
been “ clobbered”  by the TULC 
i f  they ran on his slate!

Race-baiting usually goes hand- 
in -hand w ith  redbaiting, and Stel­
la to ’s campaign was no exception. 
In  the past he has often w ritte n  
articles c ritica l of the House U n- 
Am erican A ctiv ities  Committee. In  
his desperation he now found i t  
necessary to dig down to the bo t­
tom  o f his barre l and use the dis­
credited hearings o f th is com m it­
tee to publicize the seven-year 
old testim ony of a stoolpigeon w it ­
ness accusing Philo  of having be­
longed to a “ communist group”  in  
A lbany, N.Y.

Stellato knows Philo  doesn’t  be­
long to the Communist Party, but 
fo r  smear-artists “ anyth ing goes,”

icy,”  composed equally of repre­
sentatives of the unions, employers 
and the government.

A lthough th is tr i-p a r tite  body is 
presumed to be solely “ advisory”  
the w ord  is out tha t the ban is on 
a ll strikes affecting the national 
economy.

W ith  the m aritim e  unions and 
the shipping industry deadlocked 
in  contract negotiations w ith  a 
strike deadline set fo r June 15, 
Goldberg has sent out the w ord 
tha t “ he w il l  not tolerate a tie -up  
in  any phase of the transportation 
industry, pa rticu la rly  shipping.”

Recently the M ay 30 issue o f the 
D etro it Free Press carried a ban­
ner headline reading: “ Goldberg 
Tells D etro it: We Can’t  Have Auto 
S trike.”

No Concessions
The auto corporations have a l­

ready announced they w il l  refuse 
to grant any concessions tha t w il l  
“ boost labor costs.”  As any con­
cession is bound to increase labor 
costs this is tantam ount to  a de­
claration tha t the auto w orkers 
w i l l  be offered nothing.

Since his appointment Goldberg 
has been busy as a bee buzzing 
s trik ing  workers back to th e ir jobs. 
H is crow ning achievement was 
breaking the strike  of the m igra­
to ry  workers in  Im peria l Valley. 
“ The strikes were broken,”  charge 
C a lifo rn ia  A F L -C IO  officia ls, “ be­
cause o f Secretary of Labor G old­
berg’s refusal fo r  m any weeks to 
remove braceros [contract laborers 
im ported from  M exico] being used 
as strikebreakers.”  Now there’s a 
man who has re a lly  won his coon- 
skin ha t as a New F ron tie r “ fr iend  
o f labor.”

no m atter how filth y . He also red­
baited P h ilo  fo r  his courageous 
rem arks in  defense o f Cuba a fte r 
m aking a tou r there last year.

Against a ll th is d ir t, i t  was to 
the cred it o f the P h ilo  slate tha t i t  
was not distracted fro m  the m ain 
issues —  the need fo r  a m ilita n t 
and democratic leadership to lead 
the U A W  in  the struggle against 
the corporations fo r  job  security, 
30 fo r  40, against the speedup,
GtC.

Shook M y th
Thanks to this, th e ir main asset, 

they were able to w in  the sup­
po rt of a m a jo rity  of the young­
er members, the production w o rk ­
ers and the Negroes. They shook 
the m yth  of Stellato’s prestige in  
this, the ir f irs t campaign. They 
won a num ber of im portan t u n it 
posts and probably w il l  w in  others 
in  the runoffs. I f  they continue 
along the lines they started out on, 
they have a good chance of restor­
ing Local 600 to the position of 
leadership i t  used to have in  the 
labor movement.

In  any case, they have demon­
strated tha t new and independent 
currents are beginning to run  in ­
side the unions tha t have been so 
tig h tly  controlled by conservative 
and demagogic leaders fo r over 
a decade. A lthough na rrow ly  de­
feated, the ir campaign is a clear 
omen of better things to come.

The Influential
In  1940 the average U.S; da ily  

included 13.75 pages of news and 
10.4 pages of advertising. In  1959, 
14.39 pages were devoted to news 
and 23.11 to advertising.
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(The fo llow ing  is the te x t of a 
June 6 message from  Cuban Pre­
m ie r F ide l Castro to the U.S. 
“ Tractors fo r Freedom C om m it­
tee”  as published in an uno ffic ia l 
translation by the New Y ork  
Times.)

W ith  a ll respect I want to te ll 
you the fo llow ing:

This committee has not taken 
any practica l steps to carry the 
negotiations to a positive and im ­
mediate result.

The delay in  the negotiations is 
only useful to those who need th is 
tim e to carry out against Cuba a 
campaign as hypocritica l and hate­
fu l as the rest of the c rim ina l p ro­
ceedings against our fa therland 
tha t have been carried out by 
forces organized, equipped and 
managed by the government of the 
United States.

The R evolutionary Government 
(o f Cuba) has expressed w ith  
complete c la r ity  its  points of v iew  
about the questions, w h ile  those 
who should have been the most 
interested in  repa iring  the ir grave 
v io la tion  of in te rna tiona l law  and 
m ora lity , and th e ir great po litica l 
practica l errors tha t led the U nited • 
States in to  one of the most dis­
graceful episodes o f its  h istory, 
have only been zigzagging, pre­
tending and indu lg ing  in  ambigu­
ities.

The responsib ility  of the govern­
ment of the U nited States fo r the 
invasion of Cuba and fo r the 
deaths and destruction tha t i t  
caused in  our country is thorough­
ly  know n by w orld  public opinion 
and recognized by the authors of 
the aggression themselves.

The on ly  w ay to have avoided 
th is embarrassing situation w ould 
have been respect fo r  the sover­
e ignty and in te g rity  of our coun­
try , in  conform ity  w ith  the law  
of nations, large or small, and 
universal m ora lity .

Cuba does not bear the blame, 
b u t only and exclusively the U n it­
ed States, fo r the maddening si­
tua tion  and the d iscredit tha t its  
po licy of aggression against Cuba 
has created. I t  is also to blame 
fo r the fate o f its  mercenaries who 
launched themselves on an illega l 
and im m ora l adventure against 
Cuba.

Cuba has the r ig h t to impose 
exem plary sanctions against those 
who committed, against the ir own 
country, the crime of h igh treason 
from  the moment they acted under 
the orders o f a fore ign govern­
ment, as the President of the U n it­
ed States h im self has confessed.

I t  w ould be a grave e rro r to  
in te rp re t the gesture of Cuba to ­
w ard  libe ra ting  these prisoners ex­
cept those responsible fo r  previous 
crimes —  w ith  the sole condition 
tha t m ateria l damages be indem n­
ifie d  —  as weakness, inhum anity  
o r negotiations of a m ateria l type.

The government o f Cuba has 
indicated w illingness to renounce 
a ll m ateria l indem nity i f  the U n it­
ed States Government w i l l  free, 
and ask its allies to free, an equal 
number of N orth  American, Span­
ish, Nicaraguan, Guatemalan and 
Puerto Rican patrio ts who are 
ja iled  fo r figh ting  against fascism, 
racialism , colonialism, tyranny 
and im peria lism . These allies are

Francisco Franco of Spain, Luis 
Somoza of Nicaragua, M iguel Y d i- 
goras of Guatemala and Muñoz 
M arin  of Puerto Rico, the last 
three being accomplices in  the ag­
gression against Cuba.

N either the government of the 
United States nor this committee 
has deigned to say a single w ord 
about the possib ility  of th is real 
exchange —  lib e rty  fo r lib e rty  —  
w hile , on the other hand, Cuba is 
w illin g  to renounce a ll m ateria l 
indem nity  i f  the U nited States and 
its partners are w illin g  to re ­
nounce the desire to keep in  ja il  
Pedro A lb izu  Campos, H enry 
W inston and other true  patriots. 
They w ould  be exchanged fo r an 
equal number o f invaders who, in  
the inglorious and treasonable ro le 
of soldiers of exp lo iting  monopol­
ists, attacked the ir country w ith  
the escort o f ships and planes of 
the pow erfu l U nited States.

Y our committee knows exactly 
the type and amount of m ateria l 
indem nity  Cuba asks, since th is 
was given to you in  deta il by  the 
delegation of prisoners. The gov­
ernm ent of Cuba w il l  adhere 
s tr ic t ly  to th is w ithou t entering 
in to  a shopkeeper type of haggling.

I t  has become know n tha t in  the 
aggression against Cuba, the Cen­
tra l Inte lligence Agency invested 
$45 m illion , w h ile  the U nited 
States Treasury d id  not skim p a 
cent tha t w ould serve to destroy 
the lives of Cuban men, women 
and ch ildren and cause great ma­
te ria l damage to our country —  
w hich  perm its us to call rid icu lous 
and disgraceful the a ttitude of 
those who oppose the indem nity  
fo r m ateria l damages.

The ra is ing and negotiating of 
th is  problem  cannot be made on ly 
by cablegram, and i t  is better tha t 
a delegation should be sent to  
Cuba. In  th is there should be one 
of the p rinc ipa l members of the 
committee, pre ferab ly  Mrs. F ran­
k lin  D. Roosevelt or M ilto n  Eisen­
hower, whose names, because they 
are better know n in  po litica l 
spheres, w ou ld  contribute to the 
solution o f the m atter.

I f  the committee is in  the hon­
orable position o f being w illin g  to 
mediate in  th is problem, w ithou t 
hesitation or tim id ity , i t  should 
send the delegation, w hich has 
been mentioned in  previous com­
munications, to deal w ith  the 
Cuban government e ither on the 
payment o f the indem nity  or the 
question o f libe ra ting  an equal 
num ber o f N orth  American, Span­
ish, Nicaraguan, Guatemalan and 
Puerto Rican prisoners.

Is the committee perhaps a fra id  
to discuss the lib e rty  of other men 
ja ile d  fo r po litica l motives in  the 
U nited States, Spain, Nicaragua, 
Guatemala or Puerto Rico? Does 
not th is  type of case appear doubly 
humane?

The Cuban government states 
w ith  a ll c la rity  tha t in  m aking 
these suggestions i t  is not fo l­
low ing underhanded po litica l aims 
and tha t i t  w i l l  not desist from  
its generous attitude.

P erm it me to express to the 
members o f the committee our 
thanks fo r its re iterated a ffirm a ­
tions tha t i t  is acting on motives 
o f hum an interest to demonstrate 
its friendship  to the Cuban people.
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Draper W rites Again on Cuba
O u r readers are fa m il ia r  w ith  the  fa c t th a t ' the  h is to r ia n  

Theodore D ra p e r he lped th e  S tate  D e p a rtm e n t p repa re  fo r  the  
A p r i l  17 invas ion  o f C uba b y  ta k in g  p a rt in  th e  p ropaganda fro n t. 
H is  p r in c ip a l a rgum ents  (see C astro ’s C uba  —  A  R e vo lu tio n  B e­
tra ye d ? )  w e re  re fu te d  by  Joseph Hansen in  a series o f a rt ic le s  in  
The M il i ta n t  ( la te r  p r in te d  b y  P ioneer P ub lishe rs  as a pam ph le t, 
In  Defense o f the  C uban R e v o lu tio n ).

T he fa i lu re  o f K e n n e d y ’s f i r s t  a rm ed a tte m p t to  smash the 
R e vo lu tio n a ry  G ove rnm en t has now  fo rced  D ra p e r to  a tte m p t to  
ju s t i fy  h is  p o s itio n  a ll ove r again. H e has w r it te n  a second 
pam ph le t, C uba and U.S. P o lic y , w h ic h  th e  soc ia l-dem ocra tic  N ew  
L ea d e r pub lished  as a supp lem ent to  its  June  5 issue.

D ra p e r adds l i t t le  new  to  h is  ra th e r  fre n e tic  e xp o s ition  o f .the 
c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  cause. W e are to ld  th a t “ w h a t was w ro n g  
w ith  the  conception, as w e ll as the  execu tion ”  o f th e  U.S. invas ion  
o f th e  t in y  is la n d  re p u b lic  was an “ in v e rs io n ”  o f th e  “ outs ide  
invasion*”  and th e  “ in te rn a l re b e llio n .”  In  b r ie f, the  im p e r ia lis t 
sneak assault on Cuba is  reduced to  —  bad tim in g .

W e w i l l  answ er D ra p e r’s la te s t ra tio n a liz a tio n s  in  fu tu re  
issues. A t  the  m om ent w e w i l l  consider o n ly  one p o in t, h is  a tta ck  
on The M il i ta n t  fo r  d e fend ing  th e  C uban re v o lu tio n :

“ A  w r ite r  in  the  T ro ts k y is t paper, the  M ili ta n t ,  has ch ided  m e . 
fo r  shedd ing  ‘a fe w  sym p a th e tic  tea rs ’ fo r  C onte A güero . H o w  
l i t t le  th is  T ro ts k y is t has lea rned  fro m  the  h is to ry  o f h is  ow n  
m ovem ent! In  the  f i r s t  years o f th e  B o lsh e v ik  reg im e, T ro ts k y  
he lped  to  crush the  K ro n s ta d t re b e llio n , th e  Socia l D em ocra ts and 
oppos ition  g roups w ith in  th e  B o lsh e v ik  p a rty . W hen h is  tu r n  came, 
he was defenseless. The iro n y  is  th a t th e  T ro ts k y is ts  can expect 
as sh o rt s h r i f t  in  C uba as th e y  g o t in  S ov ie t Russia, and i t  w i l l  
be because the  issue was n o t C onte A g ü e ro  b u t th e  w a y  he was 
silenced.

“ Indeed, th e  C uban de lega tion  a t th e  F irs t  L a t in  A m e rica n  
Y o u th  Congress in  H avana  in  th e  sum m er o f 1960 issued a long  
d enu n c ia tio n  o f th e  T ro ts k y is t delegates fro m  A rg e n tin a , C h ile , 
M exico , P e ru  and P araguay. I t  used th e  fo llo w in g  language : ‘The 
p ro je c t o f th e  m an ifes to  presented b y  th e  T ro ts k y is ts  repeats in  
its  observa tions on the  C uban re v o lu tio n  the  same c o u n te rre v o lu ­
t io n a ry  ca lum n ies th a t issue d a ily  fro m  th e  im p e r ia lis t arsenal 
b y  th e  m outhp ieces o f th e  U n ite d  States S ta te  D e p a rtm e n t.”  (R e­
vo lu c ió n , A u g u s t 5, I9 6 0 ) .”

O n ly  one o f these a rgum ents  deserves serious a tte n tio n . I t  is a 
v a r ia n t o f the  v ie w  hea rd  in  ra d ic a l c irc les  in  th e  U n ite d  States 
w hen  the  leaders o f th e  C om m un is t p a r ty  became v ic tim s  o f the  
S m ith  A c t: “ T he  S ta lin is ts  v io la te  th e  c iv i l  l ib e r t ie s  o f o thers; 
consequen tly  th e ir  c iv i l  l ib e rt ie s  shou ld  n o t be defended.”  P a rt o f 
th e  “ p ro o f”  o f th is  con ten tion  was th a t th e  C om m un is t p a rty  
leaders had  jo in e d  in  w itc h -h u n tin g  th e  T ro tsky is ts , w h o  w ere  
th e  f i r s t  v ic tim s  o f th e  S m ith  A c t.

The C om m un is t p a r ty  leaders d e a lt a te r r ib le  b lo w  to  u n ite d  
defense o f c iv i l  l ib e rt ie s  fo r  everyone  w h e n  th e y  shouted fo r  the  
im p riso n m e n t o f th e  A m e rica n  T ro tsky is ts . B u t to  have re fused 
to  jo in  in  de fend ing  th e m  w h e n  th e y  became v ic tim s  w o u ld  have 
d e a lt an even w orse  b lo w  to  th e  cause o f c iv i l  lib e rtie s . I t  w o u ld  
have m eant th a t n o t a s ing le  organized tendency in  th e  U n ite d  
States was w il l in g  to  de fend c iv i l  l ib e rt ie s  on p rin c ip le .

The same reason ing  app lies to  th e  T ro ts k y is t defense o f bo th  
th e  Russian and C uban re vo lu tio n s . These re vo lu tio n s , w h a te ve r 
th e  e rro rs  and backs lid ings  —  in c lu d in g  S ta lin ’s crim es -—- m a rk  
g rea t fo rw a rd  steps in  th e  h is to ry  o f h u m a n ity . T hey m u s t be 
defended on p rin c ip le .

W e k n o w  th a t am ong some o f th e  C uban C om m unists the  
S ta lin is t tendency to  w itc h -h u n t w o rk in g -c la s s  opponents is ve ry  
m uch  a live . (See th e  Sept. 5-12, 1960, issue o f The M il i ta n t  fo r  
a re p o rt on the  in c id e n t a t th e  yo u th  congress.) T he re  is also the  
danger th a t the  S ov ie t gove rnm en t w i l l  a ttach  p o lit ic a l s tr ings  to 
the  ind ispensab le  m a te r ia l a id  i t  is  fu rn is h in g  the  beleaguered 
Cubans. T h is  w as discussed a ye a r ago in  The M il i ta n t  in  connec­
t io n  w ith  some re m arks  b y  W a ldo  F ra n k  on the  subject.

L a te ly  un d e r th e  heavy pressure o f the  invas ion , c iv i l  l ib e rt ie s  
have su ffe re d  in  Cuba. C a rle to n  Beals, an ou ts ta n d in g  de fender 
o f the  C uban re vo lu tio n , has po in ted  to some dangerous signs, 
in c lu d in g  increas ing  p rom inence  o f the  C uban C om m unists, “ w ho  
have done a m arve lous  a b ou t-face  on the  R e vo lu tio n  and indeed 
a re to  be fea red .”  (See h is  le t te r  in  th e  A p r i l  L ib e ra tio n .)

The W h ite  House, the  S ta te  D epa rtm en t, the  Pentagon, the  
C e n tra l In te llig e n ce  A gency  and Congress have been do ing  th e ir  
u tm o s t to b r in g  dow n  the  R e vo lu tio n a ry  G ove rnm en t o r to reduce 
i t  to  such s tra its  th a t i t  is com pelled  to  c u r ta il  dem ocra tic  r ig h ts . 
T hey have succeeded in  th e  la t te r  to  some ex ten t. F o r exam ple, 
m any m is ta ke n  arrests occurred  d u r in g  th e  n a tio n w id e  e ffo r t  to  
m eet th e  invas ion .

Th is , how ever, does no t ju s t i fy  the  p ropagand ists o f the  
c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n  w h o  have been p re d ic tin g  concessions to  S ta ­
lin is m . I t  is  s im p ly  ano the r m easure o f ho w  m uch the  defense o f 
the  C uban re v o lu tio n  m u s t be s trengthened, espec ia lly  in  the  
U n ite d  States w h e re  th e  c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n  has its  m a in  and 
o n ly  subs tan tia l base.

Three Reporters View Cuba
The gains of the Cuban revo lu­

tion  are so impressive that even 
the frenzied hate-Cuba campaign 
in  th is country cannot prevent 
some of the facts about those gains 
fro m  coming through. In  recent 
weeks there have been several re ­
ports here tha t give at least a par­
tia l p icture  of the new Cuba.

The New Y ork  Herald Tribune  
carried a series of articles from  
June 2-7 by Zell Rabin, an Aus­
tra lian  jou rna lis t who is no par­
tisan of the revolution. B u t some 
of the re a lity  of the new Cuba 
emerges from  his account.

E xpla in ing w hy the invasion 
was smashed, Rabin reports: 
“ Best in form ed Western d ip lom a­
tic  sources in  Havana estimate the 
government’s popu la rity  at some­
where between 80 and 85 per cent 
of the population, w ith  about ha lf 
of Cuba’s six m illio n  people pro- 
Castro to the po in t o f ido la try .”  

Rabin got an idea of w ha t th is 
support is based on when he 
v is ited a cooperative fa rm : “ The 
Los Pinos cooperative, an estate 
once owned by a son of ousted 
d ic ta tor Fulgencio Batista, grows 
a va rie ty  of vegetables, rice and 
pepper. I t  has 3,500 pigs and a 
modern dairy.

“ I t  has introduced hydrofonic 
fa rm ing  —  vegetables grown in  
gravel beds w ithou t soil, bu t w ith  
chem ically treated w ater contain­
ing  everyth ing the p lant needs . . .

D ign ity
“ Isidros Sanchez, a 27-year-old 

agricu ltu ra l engineer in  charge of 
the project, w ith  its 200,000-gallon 
w ater tank, said: ‘Our people are 
w e ll fed, they have homes and 
shoes. They have schools and they 
have d ign ity . We never had these 
things before and we don’t w o rry  
about communism taking over our 
country.’

“ The cooperative has jus t com­
pleted 250 duplex bungalows. Each 
has three rooms, a kitchen and a 
bathroom. The residentia l grea is 
softened by tr im  lawns and flow er 
beds . . .

“ The cooperative has a general 
store w ith  prices averaging ten per 
cent low er than in  the c ity . Farm  
hands are paid 100 pesos a month 
w ith  margins fo r skilled workers. 
The nom inal value of one peso is 
one dollar. Housing, education and 
medical care are free.

“ The atmosphere on the fa rm  
was one of pride and friendliness.”  

The June 10 issue of the New  
Y orker carries a “ Le tte r from  
Havana” by Hans Koningsberger, 
a Dutch jou rna lis t who, w h ile  no 
revo lu tionary, leaves the reader 
w ith  the impression of an honest 
journa lis t. H is description of Cuba 
is in  sharp contrast to the cur­

re n tly  standard reports of a grim  
and somber “ garrison state.”  He 
writes:

“ In  the weeks since the inva ­
sion there has been very l it t le  
sabotage on the island. Public 
build ings are guarded by the m ili­
tia ; a t some, such as the television 
station, vis itors are frisked, and 
even have to show th e ir cigarettes. 
(Incendiary fuses can be hidden 
in  a pack of 16 cigarillos.) I  have 
never seen so m any armed people 
in  a town, not even during  the 
last w ar. In  Havana I  have met 
w riters, te levision people, clerks, 
students, an actress who looks like  
Francoise Rosay — a ll of them 
pa rt-tim e  m ilit ia  men or women 
and a ll o f them carry ing  rifles, 
tom m y guns, or pistols. Yet, be­
cause they’re so relaxed and un­
trigger-happy about it, I  have not 
fe lt in tim ida ted or Gestapoized . . .

“ I ’ve stood a foot away from  
Castro w ith o u t having b e e n  
searched or even asked who I  was, 
W ith in  the past three weeks I  have 
driven a thousand miles through 
Cuba and have been stopped only 
once —  when I  w ent through a 
red lig h t on Havana’s Avenue 
# 5 .”

Havana
He describes Havana: “ The

n igh t tow n is live ly , w ith  b rig h tly  
l i t  thoroughfares and flashy neon 
ads, and even the signs bearing 
messages like  “ V IV A  NUESTRA 
CUBA S O C IA LIS TA ”  look as i f  
they had been designed by M ad i­
son Avenue. A l l  in  a ll, there is a 
lo t of Batista ’s showiness le ft in 
Havana’s appearance, w ith  the re ­
sult tha t the tow n has so fa r 
avoided the drabness w ith  which 
state economy and communal ac­
tiv itie s  b lanket cities like  B el­
grade.

“ The bodega —  combination 
bars, drugstores, and grocery 
stores — are packed, and stores 
o ffe ring  whole suckling pigs, sau­
sages, fru its  and hard-boiled eggs 
line  the sidewalks. There is no in ­
fla tion  . . .

“ As a European I  have become 
a le rt to the f irs t  indications that 
the law  of supply and demand is 
going aw ry  —  a sudden disappear­
ance of s ilver coins, of paper 
towels in  restaurant washrooms, 
and of things like  pocket combs 
and shoelaces.

“ Cuba needs many Am erican 
products i t  cannot get now, bu t i t  
does not show any of these in it ia l 
signs of a ru ined economy. Per­
haps I  am pa in ting a d is tu rb ing ly  
rosey picture, bu t that is how 
things look as of th is Sunday, M ay 
21, 1961.”

In  the June issue of the Progres­
sive, ed itor M orris  R ubin gives a

f irs t hand report on L a tin  A m eri­
can, includ ing Cuba. These are 
some of the things he found • on 
the island:

“ I  spent an hour at the Ju lio  
Reyes Sugar M ill  in  Jovallanos 
w atching the sugar-m aking proc­
ess. As I  was about to leave, I  was 
introduced to the m ill ’s ch ief 
fabricator. I  asked h im  i f  he cared 
to  compare conditions now w ith  
those preva iling before the revo lu ­
tion. Tears came to his eyes as he 
replied:

“  ‘I  have worked in  th is m ill  fo r  
52 years, ever since I  was 11 years 
old. We used to w o rk  under slave 
labor conditions. Now we are the  
bosses, and we are proud, and we 
w o rk  hard and we w o rk  overtime, 
and we know  i t  is fo r  us, the peo­
ple, and not fo r  some w ealthy 
Cuban ly in g  by his sw im m ing pool 
or a fore ign investor liv in g  on our 
sweat and p ro fit in g  from  our 
hopeless conditions. M ister, I  can’t  
f in d  the words to expla in the im ­
provement.’ B u t he had, v iv id ly

A  D ism al Scene
“ One of the most dram atic ex­

periences I  had in  Cuba happened 
in  Manzanilla, in  the foo th ills  of 
the Sierra Maestra mountains of 
Oriente Province. I t  was a dism al 
scene tha t confronted me when I  
arrived. M anzanilla is a tin y  fish ­
ing  v illage whose people are 
w ho le ly  dependent on their, 
catches. The fish ing  com m unity 
consists of 400 to 500 bohios hud­
dled together near the sea, w ith  
docks so ro tten they are near col­
lapse, and a flee t of ro tten  boats 
tha t have been cheating Davey 
Jones’ locker. The fam ilies of the 
v illage live  on the ragged edge of 
despair. I  saw th e ir ch ildren ru n ­
ning around naked in  the a fte r­
noon sun the ir bloated bellies to ld  
the cruel story of m a lnu trition  . . .

“ We le ft th is dying village and 
drove several m iles down the road 
tha t curves along the green-blue 
Caribbean. Suddenly, there loomed 
on a h ills ide  acres of neatly te r­
raced new homes — 500 of them, 
o f five  rooms each, of vary ing  col­
ors and design, a ll w ith  ligh ting , 
p lum bing and kitchens. These new 
build ings ,each w ith  its own lit t le  
p lo t of land, were to become the 
homes this spring of the fish ing 
fo lk  we had ju s t le ft behind in  
th e ir m iserable bohios.

“ Nearby, there are new ship- 
ways bu ild ing, new docks, new 
boats —  everyth ing new to make 
a fresh life  fo r  the fisherm en and 
the ir fam ilies. The contrast was 
awesome; i t  was like  trave ling  a 
thousand years in  tim e fro m  a 
m edieval dungeon to a new mod­
em  concrete home complete w ith  
garden.”

>
W hen the Batista tyranny was overthrow n the people of Havana danced in  the streets. A fte r  

30 months of impressive social gains under the revolution the ir hopes are becoming realities.



How Cuba Unprooted Race Dis­
crim ination. By H a rry  R ing. In ­
troduction  by R ichard Gibson. 
16 pp. New Y ork : P ioneer Pub­
lishers, June 1960. 15<f.

A t ju s t th is moment in  the h is­
to ry  of our own country, when 
the  Negro people of the South are 
pushing as never before fo r  fu l l  
equality, and when the federal 
government is try in g  every device 
to dodge the issue and is appealing 
fo r  yet another “ cooling o ff pe­
r io d ,”  the fact tha t the Cuban rev ­
o lu tion  has conquered J im  Crow 
in  less than three years is of ex­
trao rd inary  interest.

This pamphlet describes that 
fa c t and how the Cubans accom­
plished it. R ing presents docu­
m entary evidence on rac ia l dis­
crim ina tion  in  Cuba before 1959. 
There, as in  our own North, its 
most obvious resu lt was in  jobs 
and income. The revolution, in  at­
tacking the social problems of 
poverty, lack of education, slums 
and unemployment, quite na tu ra l­
ly  changed the lives of Negroes 
as w e ll as whites, b u t race dis­
crim ina tion  was also tackled as 
such, and in  a most dram atic and 
e ffective way.

“ The Cuban v ic to ry  over J im  
C row  explodes the theory of

‘gradualism ,’ ”  says Ring. “ Resolute 
revo lu tionary action in Cuba has 
accomplished more in  30 months 
than has been achieved by a cen­
tu ry  of ‘gradualism ’ in  the U nited 
States.”

“ A t the same time, in  my opin­
ion,”  R ing continues, “ revo lu tion­
ary Cuba also demonstrates the in ­
correctness o f the Negro N ational­
ists who preach tha t Negroes must 
separate themselves from  whites 
because they can never w in  equal­
ity  in  a country where whites are 
a m a jo rity  o f the population.”

Cuba’s practica l method o f abol­
ishing J im  Crow was by s tr ik ing  
“ d irec tly  a t the economic and so­
cia l roots o f J im  Crow  . . . not by 
fu tile  appeals to the ‘hearts’ and 
‘good w il l ’ o f those who p ro fit d i­
rec tly  from  the J im  Crow system.”  
Employers were forced to h ire  
from  a union lis t of qua lified  per­
sonnel w ithou t know ing the race 
of those listed. Hotels, restaurants 
and social clubs were to ld  to de­
segregate or close down. The gov­
ernment made the most of its  own 
example, f i l l in g  its top posts w ith ­
out regard to race no m atter who 
was offended, and launching a 
widespread and authorita tive  edu­
cational campaign against p re ju ­
dice. Castro h im self lectured over 
the a ir on the evils of race dis­

crim ination and the fo lly  of p re­
judice. R eferring to hi? own Span­
ish ancestry, he pointed out tha t 
Moors from  A frica  dominated 
Spain fo r 800 years and tha t a ll 
of “ us”  have Negro blood.

Ring documents th is process and 
gives his own eyewitness impres­
sions of the results. The pamphlet 
also contains a section on race 
prejudice from  the Cuban C ivic 
T ra in ing Manual, a w ide ly  used 
handbook of the curren t educa­
tional campaign and the te x t o f a 
statement placed in  U.S. newspa­
pers by prom inent A fro -A m e ri­
cans protesting the invasion of 
Cuba.

In  an excellent in troduction, 
Richard Gibson, acting executive 
secretary of the F a ir P lay fo r 
Duba Committee, says tha t along 
w ith  the v ic to ry  of the Cuban 
Negroes, “ the w hite  people of 
Cuba also won the ir economic, so­
cial and po litica l freedom. W ithout 
one there never w ould have been 
the other. This is one of the most 
im portant lessons tha t the Cuban 
Revolution has fo r us in  the U nited 
States, as w e ll as demonstrating 
once and fo r a ll tha t the forces of 
racism and oppression in  the hem­
isphere are not inv inc ib le .”

W illia m  Bundy

A P A M P H L E T  R E V I E W

The American Way of Life

B y  H e rm an  C hauka

I f  the w o rld  w il l  beat a path 
to  your door when you bu ild  a 
be tte r mousetrap, w hat w i l l  i t  do 
when you develop a better cheese 
fo r  the trap?

Perhaps we’l l  never fin d  out. 
Am erican know -how  has created 
such a cheese bu t a rhubarb w ith  
Washington is blocking free enter­
prise from  doing a job  in  th is 
fie ld . The story is one tha t should 
arouse every partisan o f our way 
o f life . M any w il l  feel i t  points up 
w hy  we’re losing the cold war.

For years the Swiss —  one of 
m any nations lacking Am erican 
get-up-and-go —  have indo len tly  
le t nature develop the holes in  
th e ir Swiss cheese instead o f doing 
i t  themselves. This m edieval prac­
tice  caught the fancy o f a lo t of 
people, includ ing otherwise good 
Americans. They have even been 
duped in to  paying higher prices 
fo r  Swiss cheese w ith  holes in  i t  
ju s t because i t  tastes better.

This fore ign esoteric way of 
th in k in g  even Infected the federal 
Food and Drug A dm in is tra tion

w hich la id  down specifications in  
1950 fo r American-made Swiss 
cheese. I t  stipulated tha t “ b lin d ” 
Swiss (no “ eyes” ) could be used 
only fo r b lending w ith  other 
cheeses to im pa rt a Swiss flavor. 
B u t the product could be labelled 
the rea l th ing  —  and command a 
h igher price —  on ly i f  i t  had 
“ eyes.”

Such a regulation could only 
hamper production. A n  unsung, 
true-b lue  Am erican w ent to  w o rk  
on the problem. He came up w ith  
a d r i l l  especially designed to prod­
uce na tu ra l looking holes in  Swiss 
cheese.

This not only e lim inated the 
need fo r cheese ly in g  id le  bu t con­
tr ibu ted  to solving the unemploy­
ment problem. The d r i l l  worked 
so w e ll tha t a f irm  was estab­
lished to  mass produce them. 
Cheese-makers received lite ra tu re  
exto lling  th is great new techno­
logical breakthrough and, like  any 
good product, i t  sold.

B u t on June 1 Am erican enter­
prise' suffered a setback. The FD A  
impounded 2,700 pounds of d rilled  
Swiss cheese. A  churlish  spokes -

man fo r the agency charged tha t 
the h o le -d rillin g  procedure was 
“ a deliberate and calculated”  
scheme “ to give the perpetrators 
a few  cents a pound additional 
p ro fit at the expense o f the con­
sumer.”

The FD A  man also took excep­
tion  to m anufacturers’ e fforts to 
give the consumer a more attrac­
tive ly  packaged Swiss cheese.

Some companies, he pointed out, 
“ have fu rth e r promoted the con­
cealment o f in fe r io r ity  by rear­
ranging or facing the outside of 
cellophane wrapped sliced Swiss 
w ith  slices having w e ll developed 
eyes and placing in  the m iddle of 
the package some slices w ith  no 
or few er holes.”

So you see, when you’re con­
tending w ith  bureaucrats you’re 
damned i f  you do and you’re 
damned i f  you don’t. They don’t  
like  the beau tifu lly  d rille d  outside 
slices and they don’t  like  the solid 
inside slabs.

N ext th ing  you know, they’l l  be 
cracking down on the craftsmen 
who d r i l l  the w orm  holes in  some 
of our finest antique fu rn itu re .

Tender, Loving Terrorists —
F o rty  six Cuban ch ildren were 
bu rned  when a phosphorous bomb 
was hurled in to  a P inar del Rio 
^theater. Cuban exile  M anuel Ray, 
■who claims to head the counter-revolutionary

 underground, ex­
pressed d isbelief tha t his fo llo w ­
ers had been responsible. Said 
Ray: “ O ur men don’t  p lan t bombs 
in  theaters where there are ch il­
dren.”

From  the W indy C ity —  H um or­
is t Bennett C erf reports tha t a C h i­
cago po litic ian  recently declared: 
“ W hat we have got to do fo r  our 
fa ir  c ity  is to  restore to our fa ir  
c ity  a ll those w onderfu l things i t  
never had.”

Brass-Hat Scientists —  “ I f  a 
student comes to me and says he 
wants to  be useful to  m ankind 
and go in to  research to alleviate 
human suffering, I  in va ria b ly  ad­
vise h im  to go, rather, in to  chari­
ty .” — D r. A lb e rt Szent-Gyor'i, re ­
search scientist at the M arine 
B io log ica l Laboratory in  Massa­
chusetts.

The Persuaders —■ U.S. In fo rm a­
tio n  Service agents in  Laos show

film s in  villages expla in ing w hy 
Communism is “ bad.”  A  sample 
b it  o f dialogue: Woman —  “ W hat 
is Communism? I  don’t  understand 
i t . ”  M an —  “ Look, a fe llow  cuts 
o ff his arm  and then tries to per­
suade everybody tha t i t ’s better to 
have no arm  —  tha t’s Commun­
ism.”

Begin at Home —  F ifty -e ig h t 
per cent of those in terview ed by 
the G allup P o ll were opposed to 
Kennedy’s proposal to spend $40 
b illio n  to  p u t a man on the moon. 
A  typ ica l reaction was: “ The mon­
ey could be pu t to  better use on 
this planet.”

Freedom Flighters —  Tw o coun­
te r-revo lu tiona ry  survivors o f the 
Cuban invasion are in  the M iam i 
hoosegow. They jo ined the inva­
sion w h ile  out on b a il pending 
sentencing fo r shooting up fo u r 
dow ntown M iam i business places. 
Picked up on th e ir re tu rn , they 
to ld  the judge tha t a C IA  agent 
had assured them  “ everyth ing 
w ould be O K.”

A New Weapon —  U.S. firm s 
owning outstanding a rt works have 
been urged to lend them  fo r a 
special exh ib it in  conjunction w ith

the slated In te rna tiona l Industria l 
Conference in  San Francisco. A  
spokesman fo r the c ity ’s museum 
of a rt explains th is “ w il l  help dis­
abuse current notions abroad tha t 
Am erican business is en tire ly  crass 
and m ateria lis tic.”  The representa­
tive  of the arts adds: “ In  its own 
way, the exh ib it can contribute to 
success in  the cold w ar.”

Our A ffluent Society —  The
Census Bureau reports tha t about 
ten m illio n  of the nation ’s 45 m il­
lio n  fam ilies had incomes o f less 
than $3,000 in  1960,

Alliance for Progress —  “ The 
U.S. seeks better intelligence pipe­
lines near Red borders to seek out 
Communist guerrillas. Strategists 
aim  to cu ltiva te  grass roots 
sources: v illage leaders, merchants, 
smugglers, b lack-m arket opera­
tors.” — The June 2 W all Street 
Journal.

Fact of the Week —  “ Contrary 
to a thoughtless though w ide­
spread impression, the h is to ry  of 
Russia did not begin w ith  the 
Communist revo lu tion  o f 1917.”  —  
Brooks A tk inson in  the New York  
Times.

Only One World
Glenn Ellen, C alif.

Enclosed is a copy o f a le tte r 
tha t I  sent to President John 
Kennedy.

*  *  *

This past Sunday I  caught pa rt 
of your T V  message to Congress. 
A lthough you w il l  never see this 
le tter, I  feel tha t I  must speak out 
against th is “ Moon Madness.”  The 
Pentagon must rea lly  have you 
brainwashed to make you believe 
tha t a ll Soviet scientific  achieve­
ments represent a menace to us. 
I  am wondering i f  your real mo­
tive  isn’t  to get add itiona l taxes 
fo r add itiona l armaments to pu t 
some o f the m illions of unem­
ployed back to work? O ur cap ita l­
is t system is re a lly  sick when its 
success must be based on the con­
tinuous th reat of war.

You are fo llow ing  in  the same 
sad footsteps of your predecessor, 
who when caught in  the U -2 in ­
cident f irs t tr ied  to lie  out of it, 
and then brazenly accepted fu l l  
responsibility. A fte r your Cuban 
adventure, w hich I  believe is one 
of the blackest episodes in  our en­
tire  h istory, I ’m surprised that 
honorable men can rem ain in  your 
adm inistration. I  have been in  
Cuba, and have seen how the poor 
people had to live  under the sugar 
interests. I ’m  fo r Castro as long 
as he is fo r the poor people w heth­
er he be Communist, Socialist, etc. 
There is a movement throughout 
the w o rld  fo r  the explo ited and 
underprivileged people to expect 
something better, and i t  behooves 
us to heed th is  movement ra ther 
than waste our energy on getting 
on the moon. I t  seems to  me we 
have p len ty o f things here in  our 
own backyard to w o rry  about. 
When I  saw on T V  how  those peo­
ple in  New Orleans were carry ing 
on against those fo u r l it t le  Negro 
girls, I  was ashamed to be an 
American. I  m igh t say I  was 
ashamed to  be called a human 
being.

I  have been a registered Demo­
crat a ll m y life , b u t a fte r hear­
ing  you and N ixon  debate on TV, 
I  came to the conclusion tha t you 
were both stooges of the Pentagon, 
and I  voted fo r  the socialist can­
didate. Y ou r ta lk  o f democracy 
and freedom is so much hogwash. 
A n y  foo l knows th is  country is a 
repub lic  and never has been a 
democracy. H ow  much freedom 
d id  the ord ina ry  voter have in  
the choice o f presidentia l candid­
ates in  the last election? You know  
the answer, Jack. H ow  much free­
dom do our m illions o f unem­
ployed have in  find ing  jobs tha t 
don’t  exist?

We are lik e  the spoiled child, 
who i f  others w on’t  p lay  the game 
the w ay we w ant it, we w i l l  s trike  
out and destroy everyth ing around 
us. I  don’t  believe tha t we have 
the r ig h t to  destroy the w o rld  jus t 
because our generation hasn’t  the 
leadership to cope w ith  the s itua­
tion . P o litica l systems may come 
and go, and can be changed, bu t 
there is only th is  one w orld.

D.S.R.

A Canadian View
N orth  Surrey, Canada.

Thanks fo r your M ay 29 issue; 
as always, the paper is unique and 
good.

Read w ith  great interest your 
discussion on the terms “ Negro”  
vs. “ A fro -A m erican .”  In  m y opin­
ion i t  is ve ry  simple: The A ryan  is 
called the w h ite  man, the Chinese 
the ye llow  man, the Indonesian 
the brow n man, so is there any­
th ing  against calling the Negro the 
black man?

B u t w hatever te rm  we may use, 
to  me he is ju s t another member 
of the human race; the color o f a

man’s skin is im portan t on ly to 
those who are e ither snobs o r stu­
pid, and th e ir opinion is o f no im ­
portance to c iv ilized  people.

The on ly th ing  w orth  figh ting  
fo r  is the brotherhood o f man, 
w ithou t d is tinction  of race or col­
or. We’l l  never reach tha t objec­
tive  under capita lism  w ith  its 
numerous status seekers, b u t under 
socialism i t  is possible.

Keep up the good w ork.
A .A .

Knows Which Side He's On
New York, N.Y.

L ike  many others of your read­
ers who week by week look to  
The M ilita n t  fo r a reasonably ac­
curate portraya l of tha t revo lting  
state o f a ffa irs  w h ich  the cynical 
exploiters o f our country see f i t  
to  characterize as “ The Am erican 
W ay of L ife ,”  I, too, feel p rom pt­
ed to record m y protests against 
th is obscene tragi-com edy called 
the “ Am erican Dream”  (perhaps, 
more appropriately, the “ A m er­
ican M y th ” ) v ia whatever chan­
nels tha t have not as yet been 
choked o ff in  the name of “ vo lun­
ta ry ”  ( !) censorship.

Y our paper is one such channel, 
and the fact tha t you dare to con­
tinue such protests in  your col­
umns m erits fa r  more than a mere 
le tte r o f thanks fo r  your in f le x i­
ble determ ination to a lign you r­
selves w ith  the forces o f T ru th  as 
opposed to the in fin ite ly  more 
form idable forces of the L ie ; and 
in  general w ith  the ju s t demands 
of a downtrodden and exploited 
hum anity as opposed to the de­
mands of a greedy and vicious 
capita list e lite :

I  say i t  m erits more, b u t I  know  
fu l l  w e ll th a t only ra re ly  do the 
ironies o f h is to ry  combine in  such 
a w ay tha t the courage o f the 
few  like  yourselves is repaid w ith  
the gra titude o f the many. So, fo r  
the moment a t least, I  can do lit t le  
more fo r  our m utua l cause than 
to promise to sustain the sp ir it 
you exem plify  in  every facet of 
m y existence and to  assure tha t 
should the tim e  ever come when 
exploiters and exploited jo in  to ­
gether in  de fin itive  struggle I  
shall know  where m y allegiance 
belongs.

J.S,

1,000 Billion Pardons
New Y ork, N.Y.

Y our column I t  Was Reported 
in  the Press is one o f the f irs t 
things I  read in  each issue o f the 
paper. I t  offers refreshing flashes 
of w it, some human touches and 
valuable b its of in fo rm ation  upon 
w h ich  I  have come to re ly.

So i t  was a b it  d is tu rb ing  to fin d  
th is comment in  the colum n on 
June 12: “ . . . one tr il l io n  (th a t’s 
100 b illio n ) dollars.”

D id  something happen to your 
U n i vac?

F.D,

Three Cheers
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Three cheers fo r F ide l Castro 
who has th row n the yoke o ff the 
Cuban people, broken the inva­
sion and is getting r id  of the 
black-robed parasites who are the 
w o rld ’s troub le  makers.

F .L

Wants Encore
Rockaway Beach, N. Y.

Herm an Chauka’s “ There’s 
Dough in  Bomb Shelters”  in  your 
M ay 15 issue was so funny! L e t’s 
have more by him .

There is a difference between 
The M ilita n t and other news­
papers.

R. F,

T h o u g h t  f o r  t h e  W e e k

“ A  cold assessment m ight begin by contending tha t the p a ra m ilit-  
i r y  idea does not in  fact represent a toughening o f U.S. m ilita ry  doc­
trine . . . True, i t  is tougher than ju s t ta lk in g ; i t  is  tougher than try in g  
to buy countries w ith  aid money. Unquestionably i t  is a doctrine w hich  
could concentrate on bru ta lities  perform ed in  the dark ; honorable men 
of high rank now s it in  th is c ity  calm ly discussing the possibilities of 
such things as methodical assassination o f Communist leaders abroad.”  
—From  a M ay 16 Washington dispatch in  the W all Street Journal.

L e t t e r s  f r o m  O u r  R e a d e r s

I t  W a s  R e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  P r e s s

dam n their eyes!

No 'Cooling-Off Period' in Cuba


