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Military Dictatorship Aims 
At Keeping Korea Divided

D r. Annette T . Rubinstein

investiga tion  w ith  regard to  stu ­
dent u n ifica tio n  movem ents.”

Tw elve days before the m ili­
ta ris ts ’ rebe llion  a group o f Seoul 
U n ive rs ity  students had issued a 
ca ll fo r “ a students’ conference as 
soon as possible fo r accom plishing 
u n ifica tio n  o f the fa the rland ”  as 
the “ on ly  w ay ou t”  o f South 
K orea’s economic and social co l­
lapse.

A fte r 15 years o f U.S. m ilita ry  
occupation and m ore than $4.5 b il­
lio n  in  U.S. m ilita ry  and economic 
“ a id ,”  South Korea’s economy is 
s till in  a b lin d  a lle y  and its  per 
cap ita  income a m iserable $60 a 
year. Farm ers, using p rim itiv e  
a g ricu ltu ra l methods, s till w o rk  fo r 
land lords and usurers. They face 
mass sta rva tion  th is  year before 
the June w heat harvest is  in . 
Seoul’s m a jo r “ industries”  are 
p ro s titu tio n  and b lack-m arke ting  
o f U.S. m ilita ry  supplies. Unem ­
ploym ent is heavy and chronic; 
students face jobless fu tu res.

Toppled Rhee
These conditions sparked the 

student up ris ing  o f A p r il 1960 
w h ich  toppled Syngman Rhee. B u t 
the governm ent o f P rem ier John 
M . Chang, w h ich  fo llow ed, made 
no basic changes. The problem  is 
th a t South Korea needs a th o r­
oughgoing social revo lu tion  w h ich  
w ou ld  invo lve  the  w orkers and 
peasants in  the reconstruction o f 
the coun try is th e ir ow n interests. 
R evo lu tionary sentim ent fo r th is  
was b u ild in g  up in  1949 b u t U.S. 
m ilita ry  in te rve n tio n  the nex t 
year, and the long w a r w h ich  fo l­
lowed, smashed th a t m ovem ent 
and rive te d  the coun te r-revo lu ­
tio n a ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  o f Syngman 
Rhee on South Korea. The con­
tin u in g  U.S. occupation m ainta ins 
the landlords, cap ita lists, co rrup t 
p o litic ia n s  and m ilita ris ts  in  pow er 
despite the  hatred o f the  masses.

Basing its e lf on its  pow er o f 
command over the  600,000-man 
arm y b u ilt up and m ainta ined by 
the U.S., the new m ilita ry  regim e 
claim s i t  w ill undertake the task 
o f resto ring  social order and con­
s truc ting  a v iab le  economy fo r 
South Korea, a ll the w h ile  keep­
ing  the w orkers and peasants from  
m aking a social revo lu tion . Its  
prom ise cannot be achieved. B u t 
its  m ethods are c lea r: exercise o f 
naked m ilita ry  force against the 
en tire  popula tion.

There are m ore m ig ran t fa rm  
w orkers in  th is  coun try than  auto 
o r steel w orkers o r w orkers in  any 
o ther single in d u s try . Y e t these 
w orkers have no un ion  contracts, 
they are no t covered b y  the N a­
tio n a l Labor R elations A c t no r 
federa l m inim um -w age leg is la tion . 
In  short, the lab o r m arket is  com­
p le te ly  “ free ”  in  ag ricu ltu re .

The resu lts could be b rie fly  
glim psed a t a hearing conducted 
by a House Education and Labor 
subcom m ittee M ay 19 in  New Y o rk  
C ity .

F erm in  Lopez, a P uerto R ican 
m ig ran t labore r em ployed on a 
New Jersey asparagus fa rm , w ept 
on the w itness stand as he de­
scribed h is fa ilu re  to  earn enough 
money since com ing to  the  U.S. 
e igh t years ago to  send fo r his 
fa m ily . H e showed the  subcom­
m ittee  h is pay envelopes fo r fo u r

B y  H a rry  R in g
M A Y  23 —  The continu ing  to r­

re n t o f ly in g  anti-C uban propa­
ganda is now  being used to  fa ls ify  
the re a l nature o f P rem ier C astro’s 
o ffe r in vo lv in g  the invasion p r i­
soners and U.S. tractors.

B land ly  igno ring  the facts, U.S. 
propaganda m edia are p ic tu rin g  
the  Castro proposal as “ ransom ,”  
“ b lackm a il”  and “ inhum an ba r­
te r.”  The im pression is also con­
veyed th a t i f  the negotiations are 
no t ca rried  th rough the prisoners 
w ill be k ille d .

W hat are the facts?
•  The charges o f “ ransom ”  and 

“ b lackm a il”  are intended to  sug­
gest th a t the  prisoners are innocent 
men being ille g a lly  he ld  captive. 
The w o rld  knows they are coun­
te r-revo lu tiona ries  and mercena­
ries financed by W ashington to  
invade Cuba in  v io la tio n  o f the 
law s o f bo th  countries.

•  Despite th e ir a ttem pt to  
smash the Cuban revo lu tio n  w ith  
bombs and bu lle ts , Castro appealed 
to  the em bittered Cuban people 
A p ril 27 to  accept his proposal to 
tre a t the prisoners w ith  m ercy.

In  h is rem arkable te lev is ion  in ­
te rv ie w  and discussions w ith  the 
prisoners th a t day, Castro said: 
“ I t  is d iffic u lt fo r the people to 
understand w hy severe penalties

weeks, to ta llin g  $12.31 take-hom e 
pay fo r 142 hours w o rk . He had 
never been pa id  m ore than 80 
cents an hour and a fte r deductions 
fo r room  and board, he always 
ended up w ith  v ir tu a lly  no th ing 
o r in  debt.

He also to ld  how  a guard a t a 
m ig ran t camp in  Glassboro, N . J., 
had recen tly  beaten h im  w ith  a 
club. Th is s to ry was confirm ed 
the n e x t day by Joseph M onserrat, 
ch ie f o f the m ig ra tion  d iv is io n  o f 
the P uerto R ican D epartm ent o f 
Labor, w ho had personally in ­
vestigated the case. M onserrat said 
the guard had been “ reprim anded”  
b u t is s till em ployed a t the camp. 
He fu rth e r pointed ou t th a t Lopez 
s till owes his em ployer $24.36 fo r 
transpo rta tion  da ting  back to  1958.

Lopez’s case happened to  come 
before the subcom m ittee because 
he and other m igrants w ro te  a 
le tte r to  its  chairm an, Rep. H er -

should no t be applied. There is 
h o rro r over those w ho have fa lle n , 
there are m any orphans, there is 
hatred —  I  have no t invented these 
feelings.”

Y et, he continued, he fe lt i t  
w ou ld  “ s u lly ”  the  re vo lu tio n  to  
execute prisoners w ith  the pos­
sib le exception o f B atista  hench­
men captured in  the  invasion who 
had p reviously  com m itted m u r­
ders. He said the prisoners w ou ld  
be expected to  do reconstruction 
labor.

•  On M ay 17 Castro announced 
th a t i f  the  U.S. desired the re tu rn  
o f its  “ freedom  fig h te rs ”  i t  could 
have them  by m aking repara tion  
fo r the damage caused by the in - 
va tion . The indem n ifica tion  was 
set no t in  do lla rs o r guns b u t in  
“ weapons”  o f construction —  500 
tracto rs.

•  To e lim ina te  obstacles to  
negotiations, the  1,241 prisoners 
were pe rm itted  to  elect th e ir own 
ten-m an negotia ting  team.

•  The cost o f the tracto rs is 
“ outrageous”  —  $20 m illio n  ac­
cord ing to  press estimates. (W a lte r 
R euther p u t the fig u re  a t about $2 
m illio n .) In  any event i t  w ill be 
in te resting  to  see i f  any o f those 
concerned w ith  the h igh  cost o f 
indem n ifica tion  w ill express sim -

(Continued on Page 3)

b e rt Zelenko, asking help in  col­
lec ting  some back wages owed 
them .

Tw o wom en m igrants te s tifie d  
th a t they w orked on Long Is land 
as potato graders fo r 17 hours a 
day, s ix  days a week, and th a t 
a fte r deductions fo r board, etc., 
they never netted m ore than $18 
a week and usua lly no t m ore than 
$3 to  $8 in  cash. A nother woman 
w orker, id e n tifie d  on ly  as “ a crew  
leader in  the area o f R iverhead, 
Long Is land ,”  refused to  te s tify  
because o f threats made to  her i f  
she d id.

Clarence H . F ields, executive 
secretary o f the New Jersey Farm  
Bureau, assured the  subcom m ittee 
there was noth ing  to  w o rry  about 
because autom ation on the fa rm  
w ould even tua lly  solve the  m i­
g ra n t-la bo r problem  b y  e lim in a t­
in g  such w orkers.

B y  G eorge L a va n
M A Y  24 —  A labam a’s how ling , 

b lood th irs ty , w h ite -suprem acist 
mobs, w ie ld in g  lead pipes, base­
b a ll bats, slugging, k ic k in g  and 
stom ping, could no t defeat them . 
The threats o f b luste ring , cow ard ly 
G overnor Patterson, h is openly 
g iv in g  the go-ahead signal to  th e 
hoodlum s o f the K u  K lu x  K la n  
and W hite  C itizens Councils, could 
no t deter them . The unconcealed 
co llabora tion  o f the B irm ingham  
and  M ontgom ery police w ith  the 
ra c is t gangs w a itin g  a t the bus sta­
tions and bu rn ing  w ith  lyn ch -fe ve r 
could no t tu rn  them  back.

The heroic Negro students o f the  
South and the sm all band o f th e ir 
w h ite  com rades-in-arm s in  the 
fig h t against segregation, now  
know n th roughout the  w o rld  as 
the Freedom R iders, have w on the 
day.

Beaten to  the ground, they rose 
to  b ind  th e ir wounds and tra v e l 
on. Those too bad ly in ju re d  have 
been replaced by hundreds o f 
volunteers stream ing now; in to  
M ontgom ery fro m  college cam­
puses a ll over the South. T h e ir 
de term ination  to  exercise the free­
dom  to  tra ve l unsegregated, u tiliz ­
in g  a ll fa c ilitie s  in  in te rs ta te  bus 
stations —  rig h ts  “ guaranteed”  by 
the U.S. C onstitu tion , Supreme 
C ourt and In te rs ta te  Commerce 
Commission, has le ft a tr a il o f 
bloodstains on the highw ays 
through A nniston, B irm ingham  
and M ontgom ery, A labam a. None­
theless, the Freedom R iders have 
bought th e ir ticke ts  and got on 
buses w h ich  w ill go th rough M is­
sissippi and Louisiana.

B irm ingham  Police C h ie f “ B u ll”  
(C ontinued on Page 2)

Socialist Nominees 
Rap Detroit Mayor

Sarah Lovell
D ETR O IT, M ay 21 —  “ The 

present c ity  governm ent concerns 
its e lf w ith  the needs o f the  cor­
porations, and no t the pressing 
problem s o f unem ploym ent, h igh  
taxes, d iscrim ina tion  and police, 
b ru ta lity  th a t beset the  w orkers 
and Negroes o f D e tro it,”  Sarah 
L o ve ll, socia list candidate fo r c ity  
council, charged today as she 
opened her cam paign w i t h  
speeches a t m eetings o f U A W  Lo­
cal 3 and Local 227.

“ T ha t is  w hy,”  she continued, 
“ the crow d th a t now  runs C ity  
H a ll should be ousted and replaced 
by an independent slate o f candi­
dates sponsored and con tro lled  by 
labor and Negro organizations.”

H er runn ing  m ate fo r m ayor, 
R obert H im m el, launched h is cam­
paign tw o  days ago, a t the F rid a y  
N ig h t S ocia list Forum , w ith  a re ­
v iew  o f the M iria n i adm in is tra ­
tio n ’s fou r-years o f broken prom ­
ises to  the w orkers and Negroes.

H im m el and M rs. L o ve ll, the 
firs t tw o  candidates to  file  in  th is  
campaign, are both endorsed by 
the  S ocia list W orkers P a rty . The 
p rim a ry  e lection w ill be he ld  
Sept. 12.

Farm Migrant Gets $12.31 for 142 Hours

B y  F re d  H a lstead
The M ay 16 m ilita ry  coup in  

South Korea appears to  have been 
aim ed a t stopping a grow ing pop­
u la r m ovem ent fo r u n ifica tio n  w ith  
N o rth  Korea. The m ilita ry  ju n ta  —  
ca llin g  its e lf the Supreme C ouncil 
fo r N ationa l R econstruction —  has 
decreed m a rtia l law , dissolved a ll 
trade unions, p o litic a l parties, 
student social clubs, fa rm ers’ and 
fisherm en’s organizations. I t  has 
im posed a seven-day w o rk  week 
and is  com pletely censoring press 
and rad io . I t  has announced the 
a rrest o f  over 2,000 “ p o litic a l sus­
pects”  and hundreds o f “ hood­
lum s.”

“ Reports reaching W ashington 
ind ica ted  th a t the m ilita ry  clique 
had begun ja ilin g  lib e ra ls  general­
ly  and newspaper editors in  par­
tic u la r,”  w rites  the M ay 21 New  
Y o rk  Post. “ A lthough  the rebels 
w ere w ith o u t a doctrine, every 
sign ind icated th a t th e ir leanings 
w ere tow ard  the extrem e rig h t.”

C h ie f o f the m ilita ry  regim e, 
G eneral Chang Do Young, de­
clared th a t “ le ftis ts ”  w ou ld  be 
“ p rope rly  dea lt w ith  a fte r ca re fu l

Marxist Study Fund 
Attacked by HUAC

A  new a ttack on academic free ­
dom has been made by the House 
Com m ittee on U n-A m erican A c­
tiv itie s  w h ich  opened a probe and 
p u b lic  v ilific a tio n  o f the Fund fo r 
Social A nalysis, an in fo rm a l p r i­
vate association fo r the encourage­
m ent o f research in to  questions o f 
M a rx is t theory and its  app lica tion.

The House com m ittee has issued 
subpenas to  m em bers o f the 
awards com m ittee o f the Fund and 
to  a num ber o f the scholars who 
have received g ra n ts -in -a id  to  as­
sist them  in  com pleting specific 
study pro jects. The probers are 
also dem anding a lis t o f the  Fund’s 
donors, o f re jected applications, 
etc.

Members o f the awards com m it­
tee included: D r. A nnette  T . R ub- 
b inste in , lite ra ry  c ritic ; Russ N ix ­
on, leg is la tive  representative o f 
the U n ited  E le c trica l W orkers; 
B arrow s Dunham , philosopher; 
H a rry  M agdoff and Irv in g  K aplan.

The House com m ittee’s re d -b a it­
ing  a ttack was branded by mem­
bers o f the Fund’s awards com m it­
tee as “ aim ed d ire c tly  a t the  lib ­
e rty  o f thought and rig h t to  
know ledge w h ich  are basic fo r a ll 
academic freedom .”

Rev. F. L . Shuttlesworth (le ft) of Birmingham, A la. He helped 
organize Freedom Riders for Birm ingham to Montgomery leg of trip . 
Show here w ith friends after racists bombed his home Christmas, 1956.

Tractors for Cuba  
— Fact and Fiction



Page Two THE M IL ITA N T Monday, May 29, 1961

Which Name: "Afro-American"  or "Negro"?
By George Breitm an

The M ilita n t believes th a t the 
N egro people have the rig h t to  
choose th e ir ow n group name and 
to  be called b y  th a t name w ith  the 
same respect as any o ther people.

The d iffic u lty  is th a t they d is­
agree about w h ich  name should be 
used.

Some, in c lu d in g  the best fig h t- 
e ts against ra c ia l oppression, p re ­
fe r the  w ord  Negro. O thers d is like  
th a t w ord  and p re fe r colored o r 
b lack. In  recent years, p a rtly  be­
cause o f p rid e  in  the m ilita n cy  and 
achievem ents o f the new  A frica n  
nations, support has also grow n 
fo r the w ord  A fro -A m erican .

The M ilita n t  is  w illin g  to  use 
any o r a ll o f these term s, and uses 
them  w ith o u t any connotation o r 
in te n tio n  o f in su lt, derision o r con­
descension. B u t i t  w ill no t use any 
Of them  exclus ive ly  u n til a sig­
n ific a n t section o f the Negro peo­
p le  them selves decide upon a sin­
gle term .

Accepted Usage
I f  in  the m eantim e The M ilita n t 

continues to  use the w ord  Negro 
m ost o f the tim e, i t  w ill be in  the 
same w ay and fo r the same reason 
th a t i t  has in  the past —  because 
i t  is  th e  m ost com m only accepted 
Usage in  m ost Negro, labor and 
ra d ica l circles. Th is was tru e  in  
the  1920’s a t the he ight o f the 
U n ive rsa l Negro Im provem ent As­
sociation led by M arcus G arvey; 
i t  was tru e  in  the 1930’s when the 
N a tiona l Negro Congress was 
founded; i t  is tru e  today, w ith  
such organizations as the  Negro 
A m erican Labor C ouncil. A lm ost 
a ll Negro newspapers use i t  too.

A  d iffe re n t a ttitu d e  is  taken by 
R ichard  B . M oore, chairm an o f the 
C om m ittee to  Present the T ru th  
A bou t the  Name “ Negro,”  and au­
th o r o f the book, The Name Negro 
— Its  O rig in  and E v il Use. (A fro - 
am erican Publishers, 141 W . 
125th St., New Y o rk  27. 1960. 83 
pages. $1.)

M oore believes th a t Negro is  a 
degrading and dem eaning w ord, 
whose usage ham pers and holds 
back the  struggle fo r equa lity , and 
th a t the p roper w ord  is  A fro - 
am erican (h is  s p e llin g ). As he 
says, the name Negro was no t 
chosen by the people to  w hom  i t  
was app lied; i t  was im posed on 
them  by th e ir oppressors (th is  was 
the case w ith  the A m erican In ­
dians to o ).

Origin
Taken fro m  the Portuguese and 

Spanish languages, i t  o rig in a lly  
m eant b lack, and a t firs t was used 
p u re ly  fo r description, w ith o u t in ­
v id ious overtones. B u t w ith  the 
developm ent o f the A fric a n  slave 
trade, w hen dark-skinned  people 
w ere to m  from  th e ir homes and 
transported overseas in to  the  de- 
g rad ing cond ition  o f slavery, the 
W ord Negro began, as M oore cor­
re c tly  po in ts out, to  have an in ­
v id ious m eaning, the equ iva len t o f 
slave.

W hat M oore does no t see, how -
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ever, is th a t w ith  the abo lition  o f 
slavery the w ord  continued to  un­
dergo changes o f m eaning. For 
m any people i t  stopped being a 
derogatory w ord  —  and th is  in ­
cludes some of the staunchest op- 

'ponents o f w h ite  suprem acy, lik e  
F rederick Douglass, M arcus G ar­
vey, W . E. B . DuBois, etc.

M oore equates Negro w ith  tru ly , 
offensive w ords lik e  “ n igger,”  and 
trea ts them  as i f  they are the same. 
B u t they aren’t  the same, and 
aren’t  intended to  be by m ost peo-

They said i t  couldn’t  be done. 
B u t the  Senate In te rn a l S ecurity 
Subcom m ittee has plum bed new 
depths o f shamelessness. The 
Eastland gang set the new record 
lo w  in  its  M ay 16 a ttack on the 
F a ir P lay fo r Cuba Com m ittee.

C onducting the sm ear-hearing 
was Senator Thomas J. Dodd, the 
Eastland o f C onnecticut. O bject o f 
the  in q u is itio n  was R ichard G ib ­
son, acting executive secretary o f 
FPCC. The w itch  hunters got as 
lit t le  satisfaction fro m  th e ir e f­
fo rts  to  prove F a ir P lay a “ Com­
m un ist operation”  financed by 
“ Cuban gold”  th is  tim e  as when 
they had G ibson before them  sev­
e ra l weeks ago. Indeed, he gave 
them  a large dossier, cu lled  from  
the  U.S. press, o f the  v io la tio n  o f

. . . Freedom
(Continued from Page 1)

O’Connor thought th a t g iv in g  the 
K K K  hoodlum s a free  hand to  a t­
tack the Freedom R iders upon 
th e ir, a rriv a l M ay 14 w ou ld  end 
the in te g ra tio n is t expedition then 
and there. B u t the bad ly in ju re d  
rid e rs  were soon replaced b y  stu­
dents fro m  N ashville , Tenn. W orld  
a tten tion  focused on them  as they 
w a ited  w ith  Rev. F red L . S huttles- 
w o rth , B irm ingham ’s courageous 
rig h ts  fig h te r, in  the bus station. 
Th is forced W ashington to  w arn  
A labam a o ffic ia ls . Police ja ile d , 
then deported the Freedom  R iders 
back to  Tennessee. N ext day they 
w ere back in  the B irm ingham  bus 
sta tion. To r id  the c ity  o f them , 
they w ere pe rm itted  on M ay 20 to  
board buses fo r M ontgom ery.

There P olice Com m issioner L . B . 
S u llivan , despite A labam a o f­
fic ia ls ’ prom ises to  W ashington, 
repeated the B irm ingham  tactic . 
The police w ere kep t away from  
the bus sta tion fo r a qua rte r-hou r 
a fte r the in teg ra tion is ts ’ a rriv a l. 
The young trave le rs w ere beaten 
w ith  fis ts  and clubs in to  insensi­
b ility , then stomped on b y  the 
ra c is t mob. Reporters, news pho­
tographers and m ere bystanders 
w ho expressed p ity  w ere savagely 
beaten. Negro passers-by w ere a t­
tacked. In  one instance, fo u r such 
men w ere beaten to  the ground

ple. W hatever m ay have been true  
in  slave days, there are d iffe re n t 
in ten tions behind these tw o  words 
today.

I  can cite  m y own experience to 
dem onstrate th is . I  attended m ixed 
gram m ar and h igh  schools; I  was 
d ra fted  in to  a lily -w h ite  u n it in  the 
arm y; I  have live d  in  b ig  New 
Jersey and M ichigan cities m ost o f 
m y life , b u t I  also spent a year in  
ru ra l A labam a. In  a ll th a t tim e  
and in  a ll those places I  have never 
heard w h ite  men o r women, when

U.S. law s by C entra l In te lligence 
ch ie f A lle n  D ulles and demanded 
th a t they investigate h im .

E a rlie r in  the day, G ibson and 
F a ir P lay counsel S tanley F au lk ­
ner had presented a dup lica te  dos­
sie r to  the head o f the  C rim in a l 
D iv is io n  o f the Justice D epartm ent 
and demanded D u lles’ ind ic tm en t 
fo r the financing , arm ing and 
launching o f the Cuban invasion 
arm y.

To the demand th a t he tu rn  over 
the  F a ir P lay m em bership lis t, 
G ibson stated th a t, p recise ly to  
p revent its  mem bers fro m  being 
harassed b y  w itch  hunters, h is  o r­
ganization kep t no m em bership 
lis t.

Unable to  d raw  testim ony to  its  
lik in g  fro m  G ibson, the smear

Riders Spark
and stomped. One’s leg was b ro ­
ken; in flam m able  liq u id  was 
poured on another and a m atch 
p u t to  h im .

L a te -a rriv in g  Police Commis­
sioner S u lliva n  and h is guardians 
o f la w  and order ca lm ly surveyed 
the carnage w h ich  continued fo r 
tw o  hours, arrested several sus­
pected in teg ra tion  sym pathizers 
and prevented the unconscious and 
bleeding v ic tim s o f the mob from  
ge tting  m edical a tten tion . W hen a 
repo rte r suggested th a t a semi­
conscious v ic tim , w ho had been 
b leeding fo r tw o hours, be given 
m edical a tten tion , S u lliva n  snap­
ped, “ He hasn’t  requested it . ”

The rac is t mob, emboldened by 
support from  c ity  and state o ffi­
cials, was consumed w ith ’ such 
b lood-lus t the n e x t n ig h t th a t i t  
besieged the church w here Rev. 
M a rtin  L u th e r K in g  and Rev. Fred 
L . S huttlesw orth  w ere addressing 
a mass m eeting. O n ly a cordon o f 
hundreds o f c iv ilian -ga rbed  U . S. 
m arshals kep t the racists fro m  in ­
vading the church. Gov. Patterson 
declared m a rtia l la w  and tow ards 
dawn the Negro audience was a l­
low ed to  go home.

The A labam a na tiona l guard is 
no pro tection  fo r Negroes. Federal 
m a rtia l law  and d rastic enforce­
m ent o f Negroes’ righ ts , no t tem ­
po ra ry  and lim ite d  use o f U . S. 
m arshals, is  w ha t is  required.

they w anted to  express contem pt 
fo r Negroes, use the w ord  Negro. 
W hat such people use in va ria b ly  
is “ n igger,”  “ da rky ,”  etc. S ure ly 
there is sign ificance in  the fa c t 
th a t Southern racists d is like  the 
w ord  Negro and in s is t on de lib ­
e ra te ly  m ispronouncing it ,  when 
they have to  use it, so th a t i t  
sounds lik e  “ N ig rah .”

On the  o ther hand i t  has always 
been m y experience th a t w h ite  
people w ho respect Negroes, o r 
w ho are “ n e u tra l”  about them , tend 
m ost o f the tim e  when speaking 
among w h ites to  use the w ord  
Negro, o r colored.

Moore is aware o f the ea rly  
evo lu tion  o f the w ord , and he un­
derstands co rrec tly  th a t the in te n ­
tions behind a w ord  are im portan t. 
B u t he neglects the m ore recent 
evo lu tion  o f the w ord, and com­
p le te ly  ignores the in ten tions be­
h ind  its  cu rren t usage.

I  m ention these differences w ith  
M oore no t because socialists have 
any special in te rest in  defending 
the w ord  Negro. We haven’t. B u t 
we see no reason to  give up th is  
and other w ords th a t are generally 
accepted by the best figh te rs  
against racism , u n til a substantia l 
section o f the Negro people in d i-  
cates its  preference fo r another 
w ord.

M eanw hile, we hope and urge 
th a t a ll a n ti-J im  C row  groups, even 
i f  they disagree on ce rta in  w ords, 
w ill w o rk  together fo r the m ost 
im p o rta n t goal —  the im m ediate 
and com plete ab o litio n  o f a ll form s 
o f ra c ia l oppression and second- 
class citizenship.

Bill Collectors Busy
D u rin g  1960 the  average cla im  

tu rned  over to  b ill co llectors in ­
creased from  $56.78 to  $62.67. The 
to ta l volum e o f debt cla im s was 
up seven per cent.
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com m ittee spread on the  record 
the  fru its  o f its  investigations. Th is 
consisted o f charges th a t F a ir P lay 
E xecutive Secretary R obert Taber 
had been a ju ve n ile  delinquent. 
He had been arrested a t the  age o f 
13 and again in  1939-42 had served 
three years in  a re fo rm a to ry . That 
he subsequently settled dow n and 
became a cracker ja ck  jo u rn a lis t 
and had covered the Cuban Rev­
o lu tio n  fo r CBS was no t gone in to .

N ext charge was th a t Gibson 
had no t pa id  the com plete tu itio n  
b ill a t a college w h ich  he had tem ­
p o ra rily  attended some years be­
fore.

These charges w ere so p a ltry  
and scurvy th a t the  ye llow  press 
has emphasized the  th ird  “ reve la ­
tio n ”  and h in ted  a t som ething 
s in is te r o r shady. W hen Taber 
w ent to  Cuba las t January he 
drew  $19,000 fro m  the  F a ir P lay 
bank account. T h is was to  pay the 
hote l, restaurant, etc., b ills  o f over 
300 members o f the F a ir P lay a ll­
expense Xm as-N ew  Y ear’s to u r 
then in  Cuba. The b re a k -o ff o f 
d ip lom a tic  re la tions and the  bank­
ers’ blockade o f Cuba made i t  im ­
possible to  get a c e rtifie d  check 
o r le tte r o f c re d it negotiable in  
Cuba. So the  money had to  be 
ca rrrie d  dow n in  cash. I t  was pa id  
to  the na tiona l to u ris t agency and 
d u ly  receipted.

Witch-Hunters Smear Fair Play Leaders

Sally Forester
B y  Lou ise  M a n n in g

LOS ANG ELES —  A fte r a long 
illness, S a lly  Forester died o f can­
cer on M ay 13. S a lly  was 50 years 
o ld  b u t i f  the  m eaning o f life  is 
gauged not b y  years, b u t by fu ll 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the struggle o f 
ideas and ideals, she live d  a long 
and fu ll life .

In  1957 a fte r the K hrushchev 
reve la tions, S a lly, w ho had been 
an active m em ber o f the Com­
m unist P a rty  fo r m any years, was 
d raw n to  the S ocia list W orkers 
P a rty . W hen she became con­
vinced o f the be traya l by Sta­
lin ism , she was at a m ature period 
o f her life  and had g iven the  CP 
m any years o f hard  w ork, b u t i t  
was no t lik e  S a lly  to  sustain va in  
and useless regrets. She came in to  
the SWP and, to  the ve ry  end, 
m ainta ined her confidence in  the  
socia list fu tu re  o f m ankind.

In  a qu ie t and unassum ing m an­
ner, S a lly  was able to  in fuse 
others w ith  m uch o f he r courage 
and steadfastness o f purpose. H er 
courage was no t shown in  bo ld  o r 
dram atic actions, b u t in  the fa b ric  
o f he r life  pa tte rn . I t  was shown 
in  the d a ily , constant ra n k-a n d - 
file  a c tiv ity , in  her determ ination  
to  be o f use to  the  p a rty  despite 
physica l ba rrie rs . D u ring  the last 
p a rt o f he r illness, when she had 
los t the sigh t o f one eye and her 
movem ents w ere seriously im ­
paired, she was s till he lp ing  w ith  
m ailings, correspondence and o ther 
tasks. W hen she could no longer 
attend classes, she w ou ld  request 
tape recordings o f them  and ins is t 
on paying the  usual fee.

S a lly  was undoubtedly one o f 
the most lik e d  and respected SWP 
members in  Los Angeles. H er 
w arm th  and charm  im m edia te ly 
set those around he r a t ease, 
b reaking  dow n b a rrie rs  w h ich  
m ake i t  so d iffic u lt to  achieve a 
re a l friendsh ip  in  our contem ­
po ra ry  society. Throughout the  
b itte r course o f he r illness, she 
alw ays trie d  to  cheer others. We 
sha ll alw ays rem ain g ra te fu l to  
her.

NEW  Y O R K —  The San F ra n - 
cisco-to-M oscow  peace w alkers 
a rrive  here M ay 28. A  selected 
team  w ill emplane fro m  Id le w ild  
fo r London to  com plete the 6,500- 
m ile  p a c ifis t dem onstration spon­
sored by the  Com m ittee fo r N on- 
V io le n t A ction .

The w alkers, who have trekked  
some 4,000 m iles a lready, w ill ho ld  
a num ber o f New Y o rk  demon­
stra tions to  w h ich  a ll are in v ite d . 
T h e ir schedule is: M ay 28, 9:30 
a.m. a rriv a l and welcom e a t 181st 
St. and F t. W ashington Ave., pa­
rade to  U n ited  N ations v ia  C olum ­
bus C irc le ; M ay 29, 4:30 p.m ., tw o - 
hour v ig il a t M adison Square P ark, 
8 p.m . pub lic  m eeting C om m unity 
C hurch; M ay 31, departure  —  
w a lk  fro m  U N  to  Id le w ild . F o r in ­
fo rm ation , phone W A 5-9415.

Objects to Word "Negro"
N ew  Y o rk , N . Y .

I  kn o w  th a t The M il i ta n t  has a lo n g  and cons is ten t re co rd  
o f fig h tin g  a g a ins t a ll fo rm s  o f J im  C ro w  seg rega tion  and 
d is c rim in a tio n . I  kn o w  th a t th e  U .S . gove rn m en t persecuted 
y o u r pape r d u rin g  W o rld  W a r I I  p a r tly  because you  advocated 
c o n tin u a tio n  o f th e  s tru g g le  ag a ins t J im  C ro w  a t a tim e  w hen  
o th e r ra d ic a l g roups, lik e  th e  C om m un is t P a rty , sa id  w e  shou ld  
g ive  up  o r tone  dow n  th is  s tru g g le  u n til a fte r th e  w a r.

B u t do yo u  kn o w  th a t th e re  a re  m any peop le  and g roups 
th a t o b je c t to  th e  w o rd  “ N eg ro ,”  w h ic h  yo u  use in  y o u r paper? 
D o yo u  kn o w  abou t th e  re ce n t book on th is  su b je c t b y  R ich a rd  
B . M oore?

T h e y  say, and I  te n d  to  agree w ith  them , th a t “ N egro  is  
a s laveho lde rs ’ te rm  fo r  peop le  o f A fr ic a n  o rig in ; th a t i t  is  n o t 
th e  b la c k  peop le ’s ow n nam e fo r  them se lves; th a t i t  is  in s u lt­
in g  and d e g ra d in g ; th a t i t  shou ld  be re je c te d  b y  a ll b e lie ve rs  
in  e q u a lity ; and th a t i t  shou ld  be rep laced  b y  th e  m ore  ap­
p ro p ria te  and d ig n ifie d  te rm  “ A fro -A m e ric a n .”

I f  you  kn o w  abou t these charges and sen tim en ts, w h y  do 
yo u  co n tin u e  to  use th e  o ffe n s ive  w o rd  “ N eg ro ” ? I f  yo u  kn o w  
abou t them , w h y  don ’t  yo u  change y o u r usage?

A fro -A m e ric a n  R eader

Walkers for Peace 
Arrive in New York
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Two Sides of the Soviet Reality

A Brazen Lie

By W. F. Warde
Recent reports th row  lig h t on 

tw o im portant, though extrem ely 
contradictory, aspects of Soviet de­
velopment. One deals w ith  the eco­
nomic grow th o f the USSR. The 
other w ith  the repressive policies 
o f the Khrushchev regime.

Soviet economic advances th is 
past decade were summarized by 
Am erican experts meeting at 
P rinceton early in  M ay in  fo u r 
statements.

(1) Between 1950 and 1960 to ­
ta l Soviet production probably 
doubled.

(2) Soviet indus tria l output 
grew  even more rap id ly .

(3) Soviet ag ricu ltu ra l produc­
tion  increased w e ll over 50 per 
cent.

(4) The Soviet standard of l iv ­
ing  has probably been raised about 
tw o-th irds.

The contrast between Soviet 
dynamism and U.S. stagnation is 
being hammered out in  steel, the 
basic m ateria l o f modern industry. 
D u ring  the f irs t three months of 
th is year, fo r the f irs t tim e in  h is­
tory, Soviet m ills  produced almost 
as much steel as the American. 
Shut down or weighed down by 
economic recession, U.S. steel ou t­
pu t fe ll to  19,700,000 tons —  about 
40 per cent less than the year be­
fore. Soviet production mounted to 
17,300,000 tons.

Decrees
W hile  the Princeton scholars 

were a le rting  capita list circles to 
these economic gains o f the USSR, 
the Supreme Soviet issued several 
harsh decrees against its  own c it i­
zens. One imposed the death pen­
a lty  fo r  those convicted of large- 
scale embezzlement o f state prop­
erty. Another provided exile  in  
forced labor camps fo r  those 
charged w ith  loafing, drunkenness, 
speculation and other types of 
antisocial behavior. One woman 
has already been given the m ax­
im um  five -yea r sentence under 
th is  law  fo r “ categorically refus­
ing to  w o rk ”  and “ liv in g  an an ti­
socialist parasitic life .”

A t the same tim e Prem ier 
Khrushchev again no tified  Soviet 
in te llectuals tha t his government 
and the Communist p a rty  intend 
to  m ainta in  th e ir stranglehold on 
the arts, music, lite ra tu re  and re­
lated fie lds o f creative activ ity . 
He warned them not to step be­
yond o ff ic ia lly  perm itted bounds 
of expression.

Socialists have always regarded 
in d iv idua l offenses against prop­
e rty  as the products o f poverty, 
inequa lity  and greed. Capita l 
punishm ent has been abolished in  
a num ber o f capita lis t countries. 
N ow the Soviet government has 
rev ived th is  penalty fo r  pure ly  
“ economic crimes.”

I t  is both understandable and 
ju s tifiab le  when a small country

K h ru sh ch e v

like  Cuba in  the throes of revo lu ­
tionary  transition  and c iv il w ar 
must resort to  the death penalty 
a g a i n s t  counter-revo lu tionary 
agents aim ing to overthrow  the 
new order. B u t w hy must the 
pow erfu l Soviet U nion have to do 
so 44 years a fte r its revolution? 
Even the blindest fo llow er of 
Khrushchev must be troubled by 
th is anomaly.

H ow can such savage legislation 
be reconciled w ith  the imposing 
advances not only in  economic life  
bu t in  science, education and so­
cial services? O r w ith  the o ffic ia l 
dogma tha t the Soviet U nion has 
achieved socialism and is on the 
way to  the higher stage o f com­
munism?

Inequities
These new decrees demonstrate 

that, although i t  is fast outpacing 
capitalism  in  a num ber o f fields, 
the Soviet U nion is s ti l l  ve ry  fa r  
from  socialism. Socialism means 
high liv in g  standards fo r every­
one, freedom, democracy and so­
cia l harmony. I t  requires an end 
to deprivations, inequalities and 
state compulsions. I f  the Soviet 
state is obliged to punish its own 
citizens so severely fo r  crimes 
against property, ra ther than com­
m ittin g  them  to medical care, then 
Soviet society is obviously subject 
to agonizing economic inequities 
and social conflicts.

Thanks to state ownership of the 
means o f production and planned 
economy, the structure o f Soviet 
economy is grow ing very  fast. 
Centralized planning in  steel, fo r 
example, boosted capacity eight 
per cent over a year ago.

B u t over-a ll production, espe­
c ia lly  in  lig h t industry  and s till 
more in  agricu lture, remains in ­
adequate to  assure the necessities, 
not to speak o f the comforts, of 
life  to  a ll people in  equal or satis­
fy ing  measure. The upper layers 
of Soviet society, protected by the

...Tractors for Cuba
(Continued from  Page 1) 

i la r  shock about the adm itted $45 
m illio n  spent by the C IA  on the 
invasion. This undoubtedly phoney 
low  figu re  was given to  a Foreign 
Relations subcommittee by Gen. 
Lym an Lem nitzer, chairman o f the 
Jo in t Chiefs o f S ta ff who had “ in ­
fo rm a lly ”  approved the invasion.

•  As an a lternative fo r  the 
suddenly righteous U.S. spokes­
men who expressed pretended ho r­
ro r  a t the idea o f “ m ateria lis tica l­
ly ”  bartering men fo r  tractors, 
Castro offered to exchange the in ­
vaders fo r  p o littica l prisoners held 
here and in  L a tin  America.

Among such po litica l prisoners 
he specified Pedro A lb izu  Campos 
and Francisco Molina.

A lb izu, aged and p a rtia lly  par­
alyzed, remains in  ja i l  fo r his ac­
t iv i ty  in  behalf of Puerto Rican in ­
dependence.

M olina was railroaded to prison 
a fte r a gang of armed counter­
revo lu tionary Cubans from  M iam i, 
w ent in to  a New Y o rk  restaurant, 
know n as a center fo r pro-Castro

Cubans, and began a fig h t in  w hich 
a ten-year-o ld  Venezuelan g ir l was 
k illed . One o f the men captured in  
the Cuban invasion has adm itted 
he gave perjured testim ony against 
M olina.

The facts of the indem nifica tion 
proposal show tha t justice and 
humane considerations are on the 
side o f the Cubans. Those con­
cerned w ith  the “ m ora l”  issue 
w ould do w e ll to look closer to 
home.

Last week, fo r  example, 132 
attorneys sent a b rie f to  Kennedy 
charging th a t U.S. sponsorship of 
the invasion breached federal and 
in te rnationa l law . One o f the sign­
ers, A r th u r  Larson, fo rm er U.S. 
In fo rm ation  Agency director, de­
clared in  an accompanying le tter:

“ I f  the Cuban invasion is not 
ins tan tly  recognized and con­
demned as the w orst setback to 
law  in  our in te rna tiona l re lations 
in  th is  century, I  am a fra id  there 
is a danger o f the w o rld  ru le  of 
law  movement beginning to  look 
lik e  a facade.”

A  new pamphlet 
presenting a program 
against unemployment

W HY CAN’T EVERYBODY 
HAVE A  JOB?

By Fred Halstead
18 pages

10c per copy
13 copies fo r $1

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place 
New York 3, N . Y .

"Quotation of the Day"
As its  M a y  23 “ Q u o ta tio n  o f th e  D a y ,”  th e  N ew  Y o rk  T im es  

o ffe re d  th is  th o u g h t abou t th e  a n ti-N e g ro  a ttacks in  A labam a  
fro m  a B irm in g h a m  N ew s  e d ito r ia l: “ T he  people  o f A labam a  and 
th e  people o f the  S outh  w a n t to  k n o w  w h y  i t  isn ’t  ju s t  as im p o r­
ta n t to  stop those w ho  p ro vo ke  v io lence  as i t  is to  stop those w ho  
co m m it v io lence .”

In  an e d ito r ia l o f its  ow n  th e  p rev ious  day, th e  T im es  “ de­
p lo re d ”  th e  A la b a m a  events and th e n  described th e  F reedom  
R iders  as “ in  d e lib e ra te  de fiance o f sta te  la w s ”  and as c o n tr ib u t­
in g  to  the  s itu a tio n  “ an e lem ent o f in c ite m e n t and p rovoca ­
tio n  . . .”

Y ou  see, i f  th e  N egro  people  and th e ir  w h ite  a llie s  w o u ld  
s im p ly  y ie ld  th e ir  c o n s titu tio n a l r ig h ts  th e n  no one w o u ld  t r y  to  
take  those r ig h ts  aw ay  fro m  them .

A Poor Criticism
One o f the  reasons Negroes are s u ffe r in g  ra c is t a ttacks today, 

said R oy W ilk in s , execu tive  secre tary o f the  N A A C P , on a te le ­
v is io n  p ro g ra m  M a y  21, is th a t la rg e  num bers o f th e m  don ’t  b o th e r 
to  re g is te r to  vo te  and th e re b y  lose a s trong  w eapon in  th e  r ig h ts  
f ig h t.

W e don ’t  th in k  S ou the rn  Negroes w h o  have ca rr ie d  on a 
m i l i ta n t  s tru g g le  —  o fte n  a t th e  r is k  o f l i fe  and l im b  —  fo r  the  
r ig h t  to  vo te  w i l l  be p a r t ic u la r ly  im pressed b y  W ilk in s ’ p o in t.

B u t th e re  is an a d d itio n a l p ro b le m  in v o lv e d  too. H e re  is a case 
in  p o in t. M on tgom ery , A la ., P o lice  C om m issioner L . B . S u lliv a n  
has p layed  a p a r t ic u la r ly  odious ro le  in  the  ra c is t a tta ck  on the  
F reedom  R iders  and loca l N egro  c itizens. (See s to ry  page 1).

Y e t S u lliv a n  w as e lected  w ith  su p p o rt fro m  th e  c iv il- r ig h ts  
m ovem ent, th e  M o n tg o m e ry  Im p ro ve m e n t A ssocia tion . A rg u m e n t 
in  fa v o r  o f v o tin g  fo r  h im  was th a t the  in cu m b e n t was th e  w o rs t 
possib le and th a t S u lliv a n  w o u ld  be a lesser e v il.

In  o u r o p in ion , ins tead  o f b e ra tin g  th e  N egro  co m m u n ity  fo r  
n o t exe rc is ing  its  b a llo t r ig h ts , W ilk in s  and o th e r leaders shou ld  
be th in k in g  in  te rm s  o f p ro v id in g  th e m  w ith  a m e a n in g fu l choice 
w h e n  th e y  do m anage to  f ig h t  th e ir  w a y  to  the  p o llin g  booth.

W ith  independen t candidates o f th e ir  o w n  choice ins tead  o f 
m a jo r  p a r ty  “ lesser e v ils ”  th e re  w o u ld  be no p ro b le m  o f tu rn in g  
o u t. t h e  N e g r o  v o t e

One o f th e  sm ear a rgum ents  b e ing  c ircu la te d  aga inst C uba is 
th a t C astro ’s tra c to r  re p a ra tio n  p roposa l is l ik e  th e  o ffe r  H it le r  
m ade d u r in g  W o rld  W a r I I  to  exchange H u n g a ria n  Jew ish  p riso n ­
ers fo r  tru cks .

T h is  is a ly in g  com parison.
T he  cap tu red  c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a rie s  landed  on C uban so il a t 

th e ir  ow n  r is k  to  c a rry  o u t an act o f w a r. T hey are le g it im a te  
p risone rs  o f w a r.

The Jew ish  p risone rs  he ld  b y  H it le r  w e re  in n o cen t c iv ilia n s , 
n o t sold iers.

T he  tra c to rs  w a n te d  b y  th e  Cubans are n o t in s tru m e n ts  o f 
w a r. The tru c k s  H it le r  sought w e re  fo r  w a r - t im e  purposes.

T rapped  b y  its  ow n  propaganda b u ild u p  abou t th e  “ h e ro ic ”  
C uban prisoners, W ash ing ton  is re lu c ta n t to  ve to  th e  C uban o ffe r.

B u t th e  H u n g a ria n  Jew s w e re  a p p a re n tly  considered e x ­
pendable. H it le r  n e ve r got the  trucks .

I f  th e re  is a com parison to  H it le r is m  in  C uban-U .S . re la tions  
i t  lie s  in  the  c r im in a l a tte m p t to  re -e s ta b lish  im p e r ia lis t d o m in a ­
t io n  ove r th a t sm a ll co u n try  b y  b ru te  force.

T h a t was h o w  H it le r  o ve rra n  Europe.

The Pablo-Santen Trial
In  th e  M a y  15 M ili ta n t  w e  re p o rte d  on th e  case o f M ic h e l 

R aptis , b e tte r k n o w n  b y  h is  pen nam e “ P ab lo ,”  and Sal Santen, 
E uropean T ro ts k y is t leaders w h o  w e re  fra m e d  u p  and ja ile d  in  
H o lla n d . T he  D u tch  a u th o r it ie s  have n o w  announced th a t th e ir  
t r ia l  w i l l  beg in  June  21, 1961. B y  then, P ab lo  and Santen w i l l  
have  been in  p riso n  fo r  ove r a ye a r w ith o u t a t r ia l .  T h is  is  u n ­
precedented in  H o lla n d  and is, in  its e lf, te s tim o n y  to  th e  pow er 
o f the  F re n ch  secret p o lice  w h o  are responsib le  fo r  th e  fra m e -u p .

S ince these m en a re  be ing  prosecuted so le ly  because o f th e ir  
assistance to  the  A lg e r ia n  lib e ra t io n  s trugg le , th e y  deserve th e  
su ppo rt o f a ll p rogress ive  m ovem ents th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rld . 
W o rke rs ’ o rgan iza tions  and in d iv id u a ls  shou ld  ta ke  advantage o f 
th is  la te s t postponem ent o f the  t r ia l ’s open ing  to  send cables 
dem and ing  the  release o f P ab lo  and Santen, th a t th e ir  t r ia l  be 
p u b lic , and th a t th e y  be acqu itted .

T he  cables, to  be tra n s m itte d  to  th e  p re s id in g  judges, should  
be addressed: M . R oger F o ir ie r , 89 ru  R ouget de l ’ls le , Suresnes 
(S e in e ), F rance. Copies shou ld  be sent to : M a itre  Cam m elbeeck, 
K ie v it la a n  10. E indhoven . H o lland .

bureaucracy, have been the chief 
beneficiaries o f the progress to  
date. M any of the large-scale em­
bezzlers are among them, w h ile  
the small fry , pinched by depriva­
tion, engage in  pe tty  th ievery. The 
pun itive  measures are directed 
against both categories.

As extra  precaution, the heads 
o f the state feel constrained to  
w arn  dissident intellectuals, w ho 
may be im pelled to  speak out 
against abuses, to keep th e ir lips 
buttoned. Is not skepticism w a r­
ranted when Khrushchev boasted 
on M ay 12 th a t “ we are the freest 
o f the free people in  the w o rld ” ?

M any radicals are so swept 
away by the recent Soviet achieve- 
ments tha t they shut the ir eyes to  
these ug ly features —  and w ish  
tha t others, like  ourselves, w ould  
keep quiet about them. They hope 
tha t the bureaucracy w il l  in  tim e  
g radua lly  and benevolently erase 
them w ithou t independent struggle 
by the Soviet masses. There are 
others who see on ly  these crimes 
o f the regime and disregard the 
importance of the superio rity  o f 
the planned economy over capita l­
is t p ro fiteering  and anarchy.

Contradictions
N either position serves the cause 

of socialism. I t  is necessary to  see 
and acknowledge the contradictory 
characteristics of changing Soviet 
society w hich are p r im a rily  ex­
p lained by the opposition between 
its economic base and its  po litica l 
superstructure. The foundations o f 
Soviet economy were created b y  
the Russian workers in  th e ir great 
revo lu tion  o f 1917; its  p reva iling  
po litica l system is the product of 
the bureaucratic degeneration o f 
tha t revo lu tion under Stalinism .

S ta lin ’s successors m ay have 
softened his despotism somewhat 
bu t they have kept its main sup­
ports intact. The job  of restoring 
Soviet democracy and rea liz ing 
socialism s t il l  faces the Soviet 
workers, peasants and inte llec­
tuals.

French Labor Fights 
DeGaulle's 'Austerity'

French labor is standing up to 
President Charles deGaulle’s p ro ­
gram o f austerity fo r the poor. A  
h a lf m illio n  ra il, gas and electric 
w orkers w ent on a one-day s tr ike  
M ay 18 demanding wage increases 
from  the government. I t  was the 
second strike  by French c iv il serv­
ice w orkers in  nine days.

DeGaulle answered w ith  a de­
cree authorizing m inisters to issue 
“ requ is ition”  orders in  the event 
o f new walkouts. Such orders 
mean w orkers may be fined  o r 
ja iled  fo r refusing to stay on the  
job. The c iv il service unions have 
decided to go ahead w ith  plans 
fo r  a 24-hour general s tr ike  in ­
vo lv ing  one m illio n  w orkers June 
6 in  spite o f deGaulle’s decree. A l l  
three labor federations, Com­
munist, Socialist and Catholic, are 
supporting the strike.

The government has been break­
ing  promises o f wage increases 
fo r the “ public sector”  fo r years 
and wages fo r these w orkers have 
lagged behind cost o f liv in g  in ­
creases.
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Letters from Our Readers
S a r t r e  On  C u b a . B y  Jeán-Paul

Sartre. 160 pp. New Y o rk : B a l-
lan tine  Books, 1961, 50c.
This is a series of articles w r it ­

ten fo r  the Paris France-Soir last 
year. They were translated in to  
Spanish at the tim e and p rin ted  in  
Cuba in  Revolución, newspaper of 
the  Ju ly  26 Movement. They were 
m ade available to the Portuguese­
speaking w o rld  last September in  
Furacao Sóbre Cuba, a book pub­
lished in  R io de Janeiro. Ballantine 
Books, w hich published C. W righ t 
M ills ’s Listen, Yankee in  paper­
back edition, is to  be congratulated 
on now  m aking Sartre’s account 
o f his v is it to  Cuba available in  
English in  a s im ila r low -priced 
edition.

A lthough the impressions of 
F rance’s famous Existen tia lis t 
philosopher and p layw righ t have 
los t something of th e ir impact, in  
v iew  o f subsequent developments, 
they nevertheless s ti l l  provide 
most valuable insights in to  the 
Cuban revo lu tion  and its leader­
ship. The vividness of Sartre’s 
w r it in g  should help English-speak­
ing  readers who have never been 
to Cuba get a be tte r feel o f the 
island, its people and its  economic 
and social problems.

The description o f w ha t sugar 
production means to Cuba is espe­
c ia lly  good. “ A  fie ld  o f sugar cane, 
in  m y opinion, is not exactly gay,”  
Sartre w rites. “ A l l  the gradations 
o f green —  da rk  green, acid green, 
cabbage green, coarse green, blue 
green — assault the observer as 
fa r  as the eye can reach.”

He takes us in to  the g iant sugar 
m il l  situated in  the green cane. 
“ A t  the entrance, a ll is confusion: 
ox-d raw n  carts, trucks, pour out 
stalks onto a ro llin g  belt. A  jost­
ling , disordered fa l l  o f greenish 
and, d ir ty  branches; w h irlpoo ls of 
flie s  plunge a fte r them, in to  the 
d itch, and the be lt l i f ts  a ll the ve r­
dure tow ard the f irs t metamor­
phosis, tow ard  the set o f iron  teeth 
w h ich  w il l  pulverize i t . ”

Inside the fac to ry  in  the trop ­
ica l heat, standing beside a fu r ­
nace, he watched the transform a­
tion  o f the sap.”  “ I  saw the 
evaporation o f the liqu id , the pasty 
waves of the molasses. A t the bo t­
tom  of a vat, a spinning disc 
u tilized  centrifuga l force fo r  a last 
sorting. A t the end, men were 
loading in to  hags hum id, brow n 
crystals w h ich d idn ’t  shine.”

More than the heat, i t  was the 
odor tha t overwhelmed Sartre, “ an 
odor of beasts, as i f  the sugar was 
at  one and the same tim e a sap 
and a w ool grease. I t  d idn ’t  leave 
me fo r  the whole day, stuck in  m y 
nostrils, at the base of m y mouth, 
sweetening the meat, rice, ciga­
rettes, even m y pipe.”

From  the m ill, Sartre takes us

“ A lliance fo r  Progress”  —  Gen­
era l A lfredo  Stroessner, d ic ta to r of 
Paraguay, celebrated the 150th an­
n iversary o f the country ’s “ in ­
dependence”  by having his cops 
use b ru te  force to break up a stu­
dent demonstration. The police 
action was reported in  the paper 
La  Mannana. The same issue car­
ried  President Kennedy’s message 
o f congratulations to the people of 
Paraguay and best wishes to Gen­
era l Stroessner.

Coopérative Competition—Iden­
tica l price bids on contracts fo r 
e lectrica l equipment, explains 
Westinghouse president, M a rk  
Cresap, is m ere ly the resu lt o f a ll 
companies seeking to provide rock- 
bottom  prices.

R a lly  Round the Flag, Boys —
The new $146 m illio n  appropria- 
t ion  voted fo r Congressional ex­
penses includes an increased a llo t­
m ent fo r flags. The M ay 20 N. Y. 
Times described the need fo r  the 
increase th is  w ay: “ Last year 
alone, C apito l police sent a record

in to  the role of sugar in  the is­
land’s economy, politics, re la tion 
to U.S. im peria lism . We thus move 
from  w hat im m ediate ly h its  our 
senses in  the most palpable w ay to 
complexes of relationships tha t re ­
qu ire  in trica te  abstractions and an 
advanced ideology to  be correctly 
understood.

Sartre’s articles o ffe r a bridge 
between these tw o poles —  ex­
perience and generalization. When 
they appeared last year they 
played a pa rt in  the development 
of the revolution to higher con­
sciousness of itself.

Sartre often offers s tr ik ing  ob­
servations. Here is a typ ica l ex­
ample: “ Underdevelopment must 
not be defined as a simple de fi­
ciency of the national economy. I t  
is a complex relationship between 
a backward country and the great 
powers tha t have maintained i t  in  
th is backward condition. The semi­
colony, delivered from  its  chains, 
again finds itse lf in  its  m isery 
facing an irr ita te d  fo rm er mother 
country . . . S im ply, underdevelop­
ment is a v io len t tension between 
tw o nations —  the amount of ten­
sion is measured in  the backward­
ness of the one in  re la tion  to the 
other.”

Sartre and his w ife , Simone de 
Beauvoir, accompanied Castro and

B y W illia m  Bundy
In  the garm ent trade, they 

usually don’t  ask you any ques­
tions when you go on a new job. 
Just pu t you to w o rk  to see i f  you 
can do it. B u t today I  had an in ­
te rv iew  w ith  a boss who wanted 
to h ire  a cutter. I t  took place in  
his m id -tow n  show room and o f­
fice, in  one o f those big, glassy 
build ings on Broadway where the 
o u t-o f-tow n  buyers can take care 
o f th e ir business and get taken 
care of, ta x  free, a t the shows and 
restaurants, a ll w ith in  w a lk ing  
distance o f th e ir hotels.

“ You look lik e  a nice young fe l­
low ,”  said the boss, “ and you have 
a nice l it t le  fam ily , and I  w ant to 
make sure you can provide them 
w ith  the security they need.”  R ight 
then I  knew th is one was ready 
to lie, cheat, steal o r k i l l  i f  he 
could get away w ith  i t  —  anyth ing 
to make or save a buck. “ H ow 
much do you pay?”  I  asked.

“ Mum ble, mumble, I ’d like  to 
make a management arrangement 
w ith  you,”  said he.

“ W hat k in d  of arrangement?”  I  
asked.

“ W ell, to  provide you w ith  the 
security you need fo r  you r lit t le  
w ife  and kiddies I ’m  going to put 
you on a w eekly salary.”

to ta l o f 16,013 banners up and 
down flagpoles to please Congres­
sional constituents w ho wanted to 
grace th e ir pa trio tic  clubs, schools 
o r fro n t lawns w ith  a flag  tha t 
once flu tte red , however b rie fly , 
over the Capitol bu ild ing .”

They W ouldn’t  T h in k  o f I t  —
The adm in istra tion is d ra fting  
plans to o ffe r broad new “ po litica l 
protection”  fo r  U.S. firm s  invest­
ing in  colonial areas. A  New Y ork  
Times analysis o f the move raises 
these questions: “ Should a com­
pany carry ing U nited States p o lit i­
cal insurance be perm itted . . .  to 
take away a p ro f it o f 40 per cent? 
Should there be safeguards against 
human exploitation? I f  the pro­
tection of fore ign w orkers is le ft to 
the host government, w ha t i f  the 
Am erican company and the host 
make a corrup t deal, leading per­
haps to overthrow  o f tha t govern­
ment . . .?”

Associated Associations —  The
State Departm ent forced the res­
ignation of 18 employes as “ secur-

“ I  don’t  care w ha t you call it , ”  
I  said, “ as long as i t ’s m y regular 
union scale and tim e  and a h a lf 
fo r overtim e.”

“ I ’m  a ll stra igh t w ith  the union,”  
he replied, “ w ouldn ’t  do anything 
that wasn’t  according to Hoyle, 
mumble, prestige, mumble, ad­
vancement, mumble, mumble. 
W hat do you say?”

“ Tim e and h a lf fo r overtim e,”  
I  said.

“ Oh! mumble, mumble, fam ily , 
mumble, mumble, kiddies, m um ­
ble, mother, mum ble God, m um ­
ble. W ell, you see, the fact is we 
get ve ry  busy du ring  the season, 
and m y cu tting  costs are too high, 
and I  jus t can’t  a ffo rd  $4.80 an 
hour fo r over-tim e cutting.”

“ W ell, then,”  I  said, getting up 
to leave, “ You’d better h ire  an 
extra  man. I  don’t  lik e  to  w ork  
overtim e anyway. Keeps me away 
from  the fa m ily .”

As I  le ft  the office, he was 
stroking the back o f the neck of 
his s ilve r-finger-tipped  reception­
ist, m utte ring  something about 
the lack o f com petitive s p ir it o f 
the younger generation. “ They 
don’t  have the m ora l stamina of 
the ir elders,”  was the last th ing  I  
heard as I  closed the b ig glass 
door behind me.

ity  risks”  last year. S ixteen were 
said to be homosexuals and the 
seventeenth a “ ve ry  serious psy­
ch ia tric  case.”  The eighteenth was 
described as having “ a ve ry  un ­
usual curios ity  and a ff in ity  to the 
Communist movement.”  A  spokes­
man said the ex-employee “ had 
had some associations w ith  people 
know n to have associations w ith  
the Communist movement.” ’

Beetle Eater —  Bernard Kearns, 
a San Francisco lawyer, ate three 
beetles in  court to  prove they 
w on’t  make you sick. He was act­
ing as counsel fo r  the Campbell 
Soup Co. in  a $14,000 damage suit 
file d  by a m other who said her 
fo u r ch ildren suffered “ food 
poisoning and psychic traum a”  
a fte r they swallowed eight bugs 
tha t came, she said, w ith  a can of 
the company’s soup. A fte r the a t­
torney’s performance a superior 
court ju ry  ru led fo r  Campbell’s. 
Rum or has i t  that the company 
is g iv ing  Kearns a case of soup 
as a bonus.

U.S. Negroes and Cuba
[ In  our M ay 8 issue we reported 

tha t at a F a ir P lay fo r  Cuba Com­
m ittee banquet Rowland Watts, le ­
gal d irector o f the Am erican C iv il 
L iberties Union, and jou rna lis t 
W illia m  W orthy had expressed 
conflic ting  views over a statement 
published by leading Negroes en­
title d  “ Cuba —  A  Declaration o f 
Conscience by A fro-Am ericans.”  
W atts charged the ad was an ex­
pression o f racism in  reverse.

Last week we published a re ­
jo inde r to Watts by c iv il-r ig h ts  
attorney Conrad Lynn. The fo llo w ­
ing le tte r is a rep ly  by Rowland 
Watts. —  Editor.]

New York, N. Y.
I  have no desire to prolong in  

pub lic the debate precipitated by 
m y comments a t the “ F a ir P lay 
fo r  Cuba”  d inner concerning the 
racist advertisement published 
over the committee’s name, bu t 
the events o f the last week have 
again brought in to  trag ic focus the 
need fo r  a ll interested in  both 
equality and fa ir  p lay to keep the 
issues clear. I  cannot, therefore, 
leave m y fr ie n d  Conrad L yn n ’s 
le tte r unanswered.

I t  so happens th a t I  am a South-  
em  w h ite  man —  w hich has been 
an occasional advantage in  m y 
years o f c iv il liberties w o rk  in  the 
South. I  have never thought, how ­
ever, tha t th is  “ status”  gave me 
a unique burden o f g u ilt  o r re ­
sponsibility. A t the same tim e, I  
have never thought tha t A m eri­
cans who are Negro, have a re ­
sponsibility  as such to correct the 
wrongs tha t we have a ll in flic ted  
throughout the U nited States not 
on ly upon citizens by reason of 
color bu t upon citizens by reason 
o f ethnic o r re lig ious orig in. Our 
treatm ent o f aliens is a scandal — 
in  the true  meaning o f the term, 
a disgrace to Am erican democracy.

Objection
The burden o f the  ad to w hich 

I  objected was that, “ because”  of 
oppression and suffering, “ A fro - 
Americans have the r ig h t and 
du ty  . . .  to  protest.”  The “ be­
cause”  is w ha t I  vehemently p ro ­
tested. I, a p ink ish-grey pigmented 
Southern American, have jus t as 
much r ig h t and du ty  to protest as 
Lynn  and his fe llow  ad signers. 
Lynn  says the ad carries the bur­
den tha t “ we [A fro -A m ericans] 
in tend to  defend the new ly-em an­
cipated Afro-Cubans as an ex­
ample o f the immediate r ig h t of 
A fro -Am ericans to  fu l l  c itizen­
ship.”  This is not w hat the ad said. 
I f  i t  had said so, i t  could ha rd ly  
have been e ither in  the interest of 
fa ir  p lay fo r  Cuba o r equality in  
the U nited States, north  and south.

The ad said, “ O ne-th ird  o f Cu­
ba’s people are Afro-Cubans . . 
The revo lu tion was supposed to be 
fo r  a ll Cubans, inc lud ing  a ll those 
who, lik e  F ide l Castro, are not of 
A frica n  descent. This ad has raised 
fo r  the f irs t tim e, to  the best of 
m y knowledge, the color question 
as to whom  the revo lu tion  was for. 
I  had h ithe rto  thought i t  was fo r 
a ll an ti-to ta lita rians  in  Cuba; I  
s t i l l  believe i t  despite the ad.

The ad fin a lly  said: “ A fro - 
Americans w on’t  be fooled. The 
enemies o f Cubans are our ene­
mies; the J im  Crow bosses o f th is 
land where we are s t i l l  denied our 
rights. The Cubans are our friends. 
The Cubans are the enemies of 
our enemies.”

Th is statement, regardless of its 
merits, is h a rd ly  conducive to fa ir  
p lay  fo r  Cuba or anybody else.

I  th in k  tha t a “ F a ir P lay”  fo r 
anyth ing should practice it. I  do 
not th in k  th a t Cuba’s righ ts  have 
anyth ing to do w ith  Southern 
U nited States wrongs to Negroes. 
Perhaps I  am wrong on th is  bu t 
the democratic process requires

honest presentation of the issues.
People who advocate fa ir  p lay 

should practice it. A l l  believers in  
democracy support free, open and 
honest discussion. P igm entation 
has absolutely noth ing to do w ith  
these righ ts and these duties. Con­
rad, who often shouts too loud, 
and I, who sometimes don’t  make 
m y po in t clear, are in  basic agree­
ment. We w ant and w il l  f ig h t to­
gether, I  hope, fo r  fu l l  equa lity  in  
the courts, in  the bus stations, and 
throughout the land. L e t’s get back 
now to Cuba!

Rowland Watts

Vote for Yourself
Chicago, 111.

I t  is a wonder tha t the workers 
are not in  contro l o f Congress and 
the presidency. Kennedy most cer­
ta in ly  knows w hat to  do w ith  his 
vote. He votes fo r  M r. Kennedy. 
Then w hy  don’t  the w orkers vote 
fo r  themselves? M any have as 
much knowledge or more than the 
m illiona ires and they could control 
these offices i f  they tried.

I  w ish to state tha t I  became 
interested in  socialism last October 
when by accident I  happened to 
see and hear F a rre ll Dobbs, the 
Socialist W orkers candidate fo r 
president on TV.

S.T.R.

That CIA "Shake-Up"
Indianapolis, Ind .

I  am sending $5 as a contribu­
tion. I  am more than happy to  send 
you a donation as The M ilita n t  is 
the only newspaper tha t I  read 
tha t te lls  the tru th .

For instance, months ago your 
fine  paper disclosed the facts 
about the Cuban crisis. You 
tru th fu lly  disclosed tha t the C IA  
was behind the tra in ing  and arm ­
ing o f those counter-revo lu tion­
aries who recently invaded Cuba 
and were so completely defeated 
b y  Castro’s m ilit ia . A lso you re­
ported then tha t they were being 
tra ined in  Guatemala.

A t tha t tim e a ll the capita lis t 
papers denied these facts most 
vehemently. A fte r  the counter­
revo lu tion  fa iled  the capita lis t pa­
pers adm itted w hat you had re ­
vealed months before as a fact.

Anybody w ith  any reason at a ll 
ought to  realize tha t the supposed 
“ shake-up”  of the C IA  is ju s t a 
smokescreen to foo l the people. 
Kennedy isn ’t  shaking up the C IA  
because i t  financed and tra ined the 
counter-revolutionaries. He is fu r i ­
ous at the C IA  because the coun­
te r-revo lu tion  fa iled. A lso because 
th is gave h im  a b lack eye before 
a ll the nations o f the w orld .

When the counter-revolution 
fa iled  I  never laughed so hard in  
m y life  because i t  proved to me 
that the counter-revolutionaries 
were ju s t h ired mercenaries, not 
patrio ts in  any sense.

R .A .L.

A Bale of Work
Springfie ld , Colo.

I ’ve been doing some arithm etic. 
Under the new wage la w  we now 
get a ll o f $1.25 an hour w ork ing  
in  a baled-hay fie ld . I f  President 
Kennedy has only $10,000,000 like  
the papers say, he w ou ld  on ly have 
to  w o rk  1,000,000 short days a t our 
$1.25 to earn tha t sm all fortune. 
That w ou ld  be on ly  2,739 years ( i f  
he w orks a seven-day week.)

He has undoubtedly already 
done done 43 years o f useful, p ro ­
ductive w ork. That on ly leaves 
2,696 years to go, unless you f ig ­
ure the extra  food and w orn  out 
pants legs th a t’s requ ired rid in g  
a rocker.

O f course we lu cky  “ hayseeds”  
can eat and wear the hay, and 
maybe even b rew  some “ scotch”  
w hiskey out o f it ,  using our own 
steam fo r  the heat.

G.G.C.

Thought fo r the Week
“ I t  is precisely at the moment of largest adherence to religious 

loyalties and relig ious institu tions in  its  h istory tha t the nation’s life  
is marked by a d is integration in  m oral and ethical behavior.”  —  The 
General Assembly o f the U nited Presbyterian Church.

I t  W as Reported in the  Press

A Philosopher Views Cuba
his companions on a tou r of in ­
spection tha t culm inated in  a b rie f 
rest at the Ciénaga vacation cen­
ter. The reactions of the sensitive 
French a rtis t to the great swamp 
are amusing. He lacks the ap­
preciative eye of a fisherm an or 
duck hunter. B u t he d id  take to 
the p rim itive  barracks in  w hich 
the pa rty  stayed, w ith  the oppor­
tunities i t  offered fo r free and re­
laxed ta lk.

Sartre sought to understand the 
rem arkable leaders of the Cuban 
revo lu tion  from  the basis of hu­
manism. A lthough his po litica l 
vision leaves much to be desired, 
he fa ith fu lly  reports his observa­
tions, helping us to f i l l  in  th e ir 
portra its. H is descriptions of the 
youthfulness of the revolutionists, 
the ir energy and the ir rugged 
schedules are p a rticu la rly  impres­
sive.

The fin a l im portan t chapter 
“ Ideology and Revolution”  has 
already appeared in  Studies on the 
Left. Before tha t excerpts from  
the Spanish version were p rin ted  
in  the In te rna tiona l Socialist Re­
view  (sum mer 1960) in  conjunc­
tion  w ith  a rev iew  I  w rote  of Che 
Guevara’s book Guerra de Gue­
rr illa s .

—Joseph Hansen

Mr. Mumble's Offer


