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Cairo Conference 
Backs Lumumba

One of the m ain preoccupations of the Cuban people is to step up agricultural production as 
rapidly as possible. They need machines, but they are willing- to do it  by hand if  the U.S. —  which has 
clamped a blockade on the island —  w ill just let them alone. Here workers at the Juan M anuel 
M arquez cooperative toil over furrows on an estate that produced little  in  the days of Batista. I t  
was owned by Eusebio M u ja l, the labor czar who operated hand in glove w ith  the hated dictator.

"Armed Multitude" Return to Jobs

Supporte rs o f im p risoned  Con­
golese P re m ie r P a trice  Lu m um b a 
received a strong boost w hen the 
U n ited  A ra b  R epub lic , M orocco 
and Indonesia announced th a t they  
were  w ith d ra w in g  th e ir  troops 
fro m  the U N ’s Congo m il i ta ry  
force. The action  o f the  th ree 
countries s tru ck  a heavy b lo w  a t 
the  use o f the U N  b y  the W estern 
powers to  salvage im p e r ia lis t ru le  
in  the Congo.

The decision to  w ith d ra w  was 
made in  pro test against us ing  the 
“ n e u tra l”  U N  force to a id  p ro - 
W estern Congolese p o litic ia n s  w ho 
dissolved the le g a lly  constitu ted 
p a rlia m e n t and ja ile d  Lum um ba.

The g ro w in g  d iff ic u lt ie s  o f the 
B e lg ian  co lon ia lis ts  and th e ir  
backers in  the Congo w ere  fu r th e r  
ind ica ted  b y  press reports  th a t 
p ro -L u m u m b a  forces now  con tro l 
n e a rly  h a lf  the coun try .

The accuracy o f these reports  
was ind ica ted  b y  the  hasty e ffo rts  
o f p ro -W este rn  Kasavubu to 
achieve a w o rk in g  agreem ent w ith  
Moise Tshombe, the B e lg ian p u p ­
pet ru le r  whose troops are try in g  
to m a in ta in  m in e ra l- r ic h  K a tanga  
prov ince  as an “ independent”  state. 
K asavubu ’s decision to tu rn  the 
im prisoned  Lum um ba over to 
Tshom be ind ica ted  such a deal as 
w e ll as the  weakness o f h is  ow n 
regim e.

The House of Representa­
tives was scheduled to vote 
new funds fo r the House Com­
mittee on U n-Am erican A c tiv i­
ties this week. This racist dem­
onstrator carried his banner at 
the Capitol Jan. 2 in  support of 
the committee’s w itch-hunting.

M eanw hile , the U N  is becom ing 
m ore and m ore d iscred ited  in  the 
Congo. The three countries th a t 
have a lready decided to  p u ll ou t 
con tribu te d  some 5,000 troops o f 
the 20,000-man U N  arm y. I f  o the r 
A fr ic a n  and A s ia n  countries also 
w ith d ra w  th e ir  troops, the  U N  
“ po lice fo rce ”  w i l l  be reduced to 
a lm ost com p le te ly  w h ite  c o n t in - . 
gents.

There are also reports  th a t the 
Lu m um b a forces m ay be re ce iv ­
in g  a id  to coun te r the f lo w  o f 
weapons received b y  Kasavubu 
and Tshom be fro m  im p e ria lis t 
sources. On Jan. 22 i t  was reported  
that, s ix  truck loads  o f supplies 
destined fo r  the  L u m um b a  forces 
had a rr iv e d  in  the Congo v ia  the 
Sudan.

The A sian-A frican Solidarity  
Conference, meeting the same day 
in  Cairo, called on a ll Asian and  
African governments w ith  troops 
in the Congo under U N  command 
to place those troops at the dis­
posal of the pro-Lum um ba gov­
ernment in Stanleyville.

A  nongovernm en ta l body, w h ich  
re p o rte d ly  has the support o f 
Nasser and o th e r M id -E as te rn  
heads o f state, thè conference also 
urged A s ian  and A fr ic a n  countries 
to send vo lun teers  to  a id  the 
S ta n le yv ille  governm ent.

In  the  rest o f the  w o r ld  re v u l­
sion was g ro w in g  ove r the  savage 
beating g iven  to L u m um b a  and 
tw o  fe llo w  prisoners w hen they 
were tu rned  over to Tshom be by  
Kasavubu.

Tshombe denied th a t the beating 
had occurred. R epo rting  h is  “ de­
n ia l,”  the A P  said Jan. 19: “ H o w ­
ever, Swedish o ffice rs  a t the 
a irp o rt w here  M r. Lu m u m b a  came 
in  to ld  newsm en he was ba d ly  
beaten. Swedish sentries near the 
hangar con firm ed  th is . The reports  
were substantia ted b y  B e lg ian  
a irp o rt personnel.”

B y  T o m  K e rry

The cu rre n t recession is the 
m ost severe o f any o f th e  post­
w a r dow n tu rns . T h a t m uch is 
a lready certa in . Com parisons o f 
c u rre n t unem p loym ent and bu s i­
ness fa ilu re s  can be made on ly  
w ith  the figu res  o f the G rea t De­
pression o f the 1930’s.

F o r the  w eek end ing Jan. 7 the  
num ber o f insured unem ployed, as 
repo rted  b y  the  L a b o r D epartm ent, 
rose by  228,900 to  a to ta l o f 3,- 
289,000. T h is  represents 8.1 pe r 
cent unem p loym ent am ong w o rk ­
ers covered b y  state unem p loy ­
m en t com pensation. “ I t  is ,”  says 
the Jan. 24 N ew  Y o rk  T im es, “ the  
h ighest ra te  and n u m be r o f unem ­
ployed in  th is  category o f w o rkers  
fo r  th is  week since unem p loym ent 
insurance s ta rted  in  1938.”

Jan ua ry  20, the day E isenhow er 
le f t  o ffice , was the occasion fo r  
ce leb ra tion  in  Cuba. The w o rke rs  
and peasants w ho had m ob ilized  
th rou gh ou t the is land  fo r  a da y- 
a n d -n ig h t guard in  the la s t weeks 
o f the E isenhow er ad m in is tra tio n  
in  expectation of an invas ion  th a t 
could occur a t any tim e, fe lt  they 
had w on an im p o rta n t v ic to ry . B y  
th e ir  dem onstra tion  o f alertness 
and readiness to f ig h t  the y  had 
forced ano the r postponem ent o f 
the co u n te rre vo lu tio n a ry  scheme 
to  crush th e ir  R e vo lu tion  by  
arm ed m ig h t.

The ju b ila t io n  o f the Cubans 
was expressed in  huge m eetings 
in  the p r in c ip a l centers. Once 
again, by  the size o f the tu rno u t, 
the hum ble  people dem onstrated 
how  s o lid ly  they  suppo rt the 
R e vo lu tio n a ry  G overnm ent.

In  H avana F id e l Castro voiced 
the  o p in ion  o f the  reg im e th a t a 
b re a th ing  spe ll had been w on  and 
th a t the  w o rke rs  and peasants 
could re tu rn  to  th e ir  jobs co n fi­
dent th a t the im m ed ia te  danger 
o f invas ion  had been averted.

I t  is estim ated th a t to ta l unem ­
p loym e n t has increased b y  1.0 
m illio n  since the announcem ent o f 
the Decem ber f ig u re  o f 4,500,000 
by  the  La b o r D epartm ent. Sey­
m o u r L . W o lfbe in , de pu ty  assistant 
S ecre tary o f Labor, said th a t in  
h is op in ion  the  to ta l n u m be r o f 
jobless in  Janua ry  w o u ld  exceed 
the 5,500,000 p re d ic tio n  made 
e a r lie r  th is  m onth . T h is  f ig u re  
w o u ld  in c lud e  bo th  insu red  and 
un insu red  jobless w orkers . A b o u t 
tw o - th ird s  o f the  c iv i l ia n  la b o r 
fo rce  is covered b y  state unem ­
p loym e n t com pensation.

M eanw h ile , ano the r sensitive  in ­
d ica to r o f g loom y economic w e a th ­
er is the  m arked  increase in  the  
nu m ber o f business bankrup tc ies . 
Business fa ilu re s  are r i s i n g  
sha rp ly , says a lead s to ry  in  the 
Jan. 23 W a ll S treet Jou rna l. “ D un

A ddress ing the “ arm ed m u lt i­
tude,”  the f ir s t  to appear “ in  ou r 
con tine n t,”  Castro congra tu la ted  
them  on the m ig h ty  w o rk  they 
had accom plished in  the tw o  years 
and tw e n ty  days o f the R evo lu tion , 
and above a ll on the energy they 
had d isp layed in  m o b iliz in g  
against the la test im p e ria lis t 
th rea t.

As fo r  the in com in g  K ennedy 
a d m in is tra tion , Castro said th a t i t  
o ffe red “ hope”  th a t the U n ited  
States m ig h t now  m o d ify  its  fo r ­
e ign po licy. H e said th a t the  hope 
was no t g reat b u t th a t even a 
sm a ll hope loom ed la rge  in  the 
eyes o f hu m an ity , w o rr ie d  as i t  is 
over the th re a t o f a tom ic w a r.

The Cuban governm ent, Castro 
said, d id  no t in te nd  to d w e ll on 
past grievances b u t was w ill in g  
to s ta rt fresh, ta k in g  K ennedy ’s 
in au g u ra l address a t face value.

H ow ever, Castro made clear, the 
Cubans do no t in te nd  to  judge  b y  
w ords b u t by  deeds. A n d  the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  leader ind ica ted  
w h a t deeds w o u ld  be un de r close 
sc ru tin y .

“ W e are p rec ise ly  at the po in t

&  B radstree t, Inc., the  na tion a l 
c re d it re p o rtin g  service says 15,- 
445 f irm s  fa ile d  in  1960, the  la rg ­
est to ta l since the  depression year 
o f 1933.”

“ W h a t’s beh ind the r is in g  m o r­
ta l i ty  ra te?”  asks the  Jou rna l. 
W h ile  the re  are m any and va ried  
exp lanations, m ost b o il do w n  to  
th is : “ Dem and fo r  m any goods and 
services has weakened recen tly , 
w h ile  the  capacity  ava ilab le  to 
meet th is  sh runken  dem and has 
increased s tea d ily  ove r the  past 
fe w  years. T he  re s u lt is u n usu a lly  
fie rce  com pe tition .”

The w eaker f irm s  are the  f ir s t  
to go. The s tronger concerns ru th ­
lessly slash opera ting  costs, speed 
up th e ir  w o rkers , c u t th e ir  w o rk  
fo rce  and th ro w  a d d itio n a l th o u ­
sands onto the unem p loym ent 
ro lls .

A n  exam ple is the recent action

w here  we have a thousand oppor­
tu n itie s  to  unders tand  w h a t the  
a ttitu d e  o f the new  a d m in is tra tio n  
m ust be. W e have a thousand op­
po rtu n itie s  to  k n o w  w h e the r o r  
n o t they are go ing to  con tinue  con­
s ta n tly  d ro pp ing  arm s b y  pa ra ­
chute . . . .  w he the r they are go ing 
to continue the tra in in g  camps in  
the U n ite d  States . . . w h e the r 
they are go ing to  con tinue  organ­
iz ing  m ercenary arm ies against 
the R evo lu tion .

“ We w i l l  be happy ove r a n y  
re c tif ic a tio n ,”  Castro con tinued ; 
“ w e understand w h a t the  new  
pres ident faces. I f  he takes the 
honest pa th  o f re c tif ic a tio n  fo r  the 
good o f the  w o r ld  and the good 
o f h is  ow n cou n try , w e w is h  h im  
success. M eanw h ile , w e w i l l  a w a it 
deeds, w h ic h  are m ore e loquent 
tha n  w ords.”

Castro spoke a t le ng th  o f Cuba’s 
co m m u n ity  o f in te rests  w ith  the  
rest o f the  co lon ia l w o r ld  w h ic h  
is s tru g g lin g  to r ise  ou t o f age- 
o ld  s tagnation. He declared th a t 
the strugg le  fo r  a b e tte r w o r ld  is 
“ irre v e rs ib le ”  and th a t im p e ria l^  
ism  is a doomed system.

o f C h rys le r Corp in  la y in g  o f f  
about 15 pe r cent, o r 4,500 o f its
30,000 sa laried  w orkers . T h is  fo l­
low s sharp cutbacks and la y o ffs  
o f C h rys le r p ro du c tion  w o rke rs  
since last Septem ber. “ W e have 
taken steps to  reduce a d m in is tra ­
tiv e  costs,”  said a C h rys le r spokes­
man, “ and w i l l  con tinue  to  keep 
th is  area under s tudy along w ith  
a ll o ther cost areas.”

O the r auto corpora tions have 
fo llow e d  su it. The same app lies to  
re la ted  industries . L ik e  a stone 
cast in  a pond the  c irc les broaden 
ou t to encompass an eve r la rg e r 
area. W ha t we are w itness ing  is 
the u n fo ld in g  o f a ty p ic a l pe rio d ic  
cris is  in  the  econom ic cycle  o f 
c a p ita lis t p ro du c tion . O n ly  th is  
one com ing on the  heels o f those 
th a t have gone before, is  b it in g  
m uch deeper and spread ing ove r a 
w id e r area.

The Weaker Firms Are the First To Go
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NAACP Protests Detroit Police Terror
B y R o b ert M a r t in

D E T R O IT , Jan. 17— Some 2,000 
people attended a mass m eeting 
las t n ig h t a t F o rd  A u d ito r iu m  to 
p ro tes t a w ave  o f po lice  persecu­
t io n  o f Negroes, in  D e tro it. A  lis t  
o f dem ands was fo rm u la te d  fo r  
p resen ta tion  to  the  c ity  ad m in is ­
t ra t io n  designed to  deal w ith  an 
¡alleged “ c rim e  w ave”  w h ich  the

Fair Play Group 
Registers Gains

T he F a ir  P lay fo r  Cuba Com ­
m itte e  has gained a d d itiona l sup­
p o r t despite W ash ing ton ’s d ip lo ­
m a tic  b reak  w ith  Cuba and despite 
ra c is t Senator E astland ’s In te rn a l 
S e cu rity  subcom m ittee ’s smear 
a tta ck  on the  group.

In  Los Angeles Jan. 22, m ore 
tha n  700 people jam m ed the  F irs t  
U n ita r ia n  C hurch  and an ad jo in in g  
room  fo r  a F a ir  P la y  fo r  Cuba 
ta l ly .  S evera l hund red  others had 
to  be tu rne d  aw ay fo r  la ck  o f 
space.

In  N ew  Haven, F a ir  P la y  sup­
p o rte rs  w e re  jo ine d  by  m em bers 
o f the  George O rw e ll F o rum , a 
Y a le  socia list d u b , in  a p icke tlin e  
dem onstra tion  w a rn in g  against the 
danger * of U.S. in te rv e n tio n  in  
Cuba.

Im m e d ia te ly  a fte r the D e tro it 
press gave p ro m in e n t coverage to 
th e  E astland a ttack  on the  com ­
m ittee , a chap te r m ee ting  was a t­
tended b y  150 supporters.

T he N ew  Y o rk  chapter, w h ich  
also had a la rge  m ee ting  o f sup­
p o rte rs  las t week, is m app ing  
p la n s  fo r  a b ig  p u b lic  r a l ly  on 
T hursday, Feb. 9.

T he  State D e pa rtm e n t’s ban on 
tra v e l to Cuba was v ig o ro us ly  
condem ned Jan. 20 b y  R o be rt F. 
W illia m s , cha irm an  o f the U n ion  
C ounty, N. C., N A A C P  and a 
fou nde r of the F a ir  P la y  com m it­
tee. H e po in ted ou t tha t w h ile  
W ash ing ton said i t  was concerned 
abou t its  alleged in a b il i ty  to  “ p ro ­
tect” U.S. citizens in  Cuba, i t  had 
expressed no concern abou t p ro ­
tecting h is  fa m ily  in  N o rth  C aro­
lina w h o  w ere threa tened b y  the 
:Ku K lu x  K la n  w h ile  he was v is i t ­
ing  Cuba las t sum m er.

police were using as a p re te x t to 
assault c itizens because o f th e ir  
s k in  color.

E dw ard  M . T u rn e r, p res ident of 
the  D e tro it b ranch o f the N a tion a l 
Associa tion fo r  the Advancem ent 
o f Colored People, o u tlin ed  the 
fo llo w in g  f iv e -p o in t p ro g ra m  to 
deal w ith  the prob lem :

(1 ) A  m eeting w ith  the  m ayor 
to  discuss D e tro it ’s c rim e  p ro b ­
lem ; (2 ) F a ir  coverage o f c rim e 
news by the  press; (3) C rea tion  of 
a po lice  com m ission to  replace 
P olice Com m issioner H a rt; (4) 
E stab lishm ent o f a p u b lic  po lice 
re v ie w  board to handle com pla in ts  
against po lice a troc ities ; and, (5) 
To im p o rt some na tiona l “ crim e 
experts”  to study D e tro it ’s crim e 
problem .

Press Campaign
T he D e tro it “ c rim e  w ave”  was 

sparked by press trea tm e n t o f the 
m u rd e r o f tw o  wom en whose 
k il le rs  w ere  alleged to be Negroes. 
I t  was fanned by the  sensationa l- 
is tic  press whose m a jo r considera­
t io n  was to sell papers. I t  was 
seized upon by the reac tiona ry  
po lice departm ent and gove rn ­
m en t o ff ic ia ls  to te rro r iz e  the 
Negro com m u n ity  in to  quiescence 
in  the  face o f m oun ting  unem p loy ­
m ent th a t has h i t  h a rd  a t the 
lo w -p a id , lo w -s e n io rity , un sk illed  
colored w o rkers  in  the c ity .

A t  its  peak, the  cam paign of 
“ c rim e p re ve n tio n ”  launched by

DETROIT
"Two W eeks o f the Kennedy Adm inis­

tration —  W hat's  A head?” Speaker, 
Frank Lovell, a u th o r o f the  pam ph le t, 
"W h a t Socia lists W a n t."  Friday, Feb. 3, 
8 p .m . Debs H a ll, 3737 W oodw ard. 
A usp . F rid ay  N ig h t S o c ia lis t Forum.

•
N E W  YO R K  

"The Chinese-Soviet Dispute —  Its 
Bearing on the Colonial Revolution." In­
c lu d in g  an analysis o f  th e  "D e c la ra tio n
o f the 8 1 C om m u n is t Parties.”  Speaker, 
R o b e rt C heste r. Friday, Feb. 3, 8 :30  p .m . 
q t 116 University Place ( O f f  U nion  Sq.) 
C o n tr ib .  50 cents. A usp . M ili ta n t Lab o r 
Forum .

Church Body Aids 
Fla. Rights Case

The na tio n a l conven tion  o f the 
Episcopal Society fo r  C u ltu ra l and 
R ac ia l U n ity , m eeting  in  W illia m s ­
burg, Va., Jan. 18 vo ted f u l l  sup­
p o rt to the Rev. Theodore R. G ib ­
son. A  de fender o f c iv i l  righ ts , 
G ibson was sentenced to  s ix  
m onths in  ja i l  and fine d  $1,200 fo r  
re fus ing  to y ie ld  the m em bersh ip  
l is t  of the M ia m i N A A C P , o f 
w h ic h  he is president, to  a race- 
b a it in g  F lo r id a  le g is la tive  com ­
m ittee .

The F lo r id a  Suprem e C o u rt 
denied F a the r G ibson’s plea fo r  a 
rehea ring  o f the  case Jan. 19  b u t 
g ran ted  a 60-day stay o f execution  
pend ing  appeal to  the  U.S. Su­
prem e C ourt.

Urge Financial Help
M eanw hile , the C a ro lin ian , a 

Ra le igh, N.C., N egro  w e e k ly  urged 
th a t the  N A A C P  should be p re ­
pared to  take care o f F a the r G ib ­
son’s fa m ily , i f  he is ja ile d , and 
pay h is  fine .

T h is  reca lled  action of the board 
of d irec to rs  of the  S outhern Con­
ference E ducation  Fund, a S ou th - 
w ide  c iv i l- r ig h ts  o rgan iza tion , in  

. the  case o f C a rl B raden, a f ie ld  
secre tary and e d ito r  fo r  the  SCEF.

The board  voted to  pay B raden ’s 
sa la ry  to  h is  fa m ily  i f  he has to  
go. to  p rison  fo r  re fu s in g  to  coop­
era te w ith  the House C om m ittee  
on U n -A m e ric a n  A c t iv it ie s  in  
A tla n ta  las t year.

BOSTON
B oston L a b o r F o ru m , 295 H u n tin g to n  

A ve ., R oom  200.

C H IC A G O  
S o c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , 302 South  

C ana l S t., R oom  210. W E  9-0544.

C L E V E L A N D  
S o c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , 5927 Euc id  

A V e., Room  23, C leve land  3, O hio.

D E N V E R
M ili ta n t  L a b o r F o ru m . 1227 C a lifo rn ia . 

M A in  3-0993. F o r la b o r and so c ia lis t 
books, In te rn a tio n a l B ook  Exchange, 
1227% C a lifo rn ia . Open 5:30 p .m . to  
8 p.m . M on. th ro u g h  F r i.

D E T R O IT
Eugene V . Debs H a ll,  3737 W oodw ard , 

T E in p le  1-6135.

LOS A N G E LE S  
F o ru m  H a ll and M odern  B ook Shop, 

S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , 1702 East F o u rth  
S t. A N  9-4953 o r W E 5-9238. Open 12 noon 
to  5 p .m . d a ily , Sat. 9 a .m .-5 p.m .

M IL W A U K E E  
150 East Juneau  A ve .

the police departm ent, resu lted in
1,000 ille g a l w eek ly  arrests, un­
counted others subjected to h u m il­
ia tin g  searches and in s u lt in g  
m is trea tm ent. One Negro was shot 
to death by the cops and 25 were 
reported hospita lized. The b a rb a r­
ous savagery o f the po lice was 
h ig h lig h te d  in  the case o f young 
Law rence G. Paul, aged 21.

Y oung P au l was alleged to  have 
stolen a box o f C hristm as cards on 
the  a fte rnoon  o f Dec. 29. W h ile  
one pa tro lm an was chasing P au l 
on foot, another, r id in g  in  his 
squad car opened f ire  fro m  a d is ­
tance of 200 fee t and shot P au l in 
the head, k il l in g  h im  in s ta n tly .

P rosecutor Samuel Olsen, con­
g ra tu la ted  the  tr ig g e r-h a p p y  cops, 
by saying: “ T h is  is c le a rly  a case 
o f ju s tif ia b le  hom icide. The o f­
ficers are to be commended fo r  the 
e ff ic ie n t m anner in  w h ich  they 
conducted them selves.”

W ith  such encouragem ent by 
th e ir  superiors the D e tro it  cops 
have ru n  h o g -w ild . T h is  has g iven 
rise  to a g rea t deal o f support in  
the Negro com m u n ity  fo r  the de­
m and raised by  the N A A C P  fo r

the establishm ent o f a po lice re ­
v ie w  board.

A  le a fle t d is tr ib u te d  by  the 
D e tro it  B ranch  o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers  p a r ty  a t the  N A A C P  
ra l ly  las t n igh t, po in ted up the 
re sp o n s ib ility  o f the  un ions to  in ­
te rvene against the  po lice  te rro r.

“ The m ost p o w e rfu l s ing le  force 
capable and d u ty -b o u n d  to  act,”  
said the SW P le a fle t, “ is the  labo r 
m ovem ent. W h ite  trade  un ion is ts  
have also had experience w ith  the 
rea c tion a ry  cops d u r in g  m any 
strikes. I t  is in  th e ir  in te rest, as 
w e ll as the in te res t o f Negroes, 
th a t th is  un con tro lle d  police power 
be ended.”

The Socialist Workers party 
accused the city authorities of re ­
fusing to act on the real cause of 
many crimes —  unemployment, 
poverty and racial discrimination. 
I t  said they were try ing to d ivert 
attention from  their own bank­
ruptcy by inciting racial hysteria 
and trying to use the Negro people 
as scapegoats.

The SW P endorsed the  c a ll o f 
the  N A A C P  and the un ions fo r  the 
crea tion  o f a p u b lic  po lice  re v ie w

board w h ich  cou ld act on charges 
o f po lice  b ru ta li ty  and ille g a lity . 
B u t i t  w a rned  th a t such a board 
w o u ld  be meaningless i f  appointed 
by the  same a u tho ritie s  th a t now  
w h itew ash  the po lice  (M a yo r 
M ir ia n i and Co.).

Urge Independent Slate

I t  also urged the  labor, Negro 
and c iv i l- lib e r t ie s  m ovem ents to 
p ic k  a sla te o f independent can­
didates to ru n  in  th is  yea r’s c ity  
elections, pledged to  f ig h t  fo r  the 
to ta l reo rgan iza tion  o f the  po lice 
depa rtm en t and fo r  a p rog ram  th a t- 
w i l l  re a lly  meet the ev ils  o f u n ­
em p loym ent and d isc rim in a tio n . 
(M ir ia n i and m ost o f the C ity  
C ounc il w ere  backed by the  la bo r 
m ovem ent in  1957.)

The SW P also advocated thé  
mass f i l in g  o f co u rt su its  fo r  false 
arrest, and crea tion  o f ne ig hbo r­
hood organ izations to  res is t the 
ille g a l and b ru ta l a c tiv itie s  o f the  
cops.

A  copy o f the f u l l  Socia lis t 
W orkers  p a r ty  s ta tem ent m ay be 
ob ta ined b y  w r it in g  3737 W ood­
w a rd , D e tro it  1.

National Committee of SWP Holds Meeting

M IN N E A P O L IS  
S o c ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  and L a b o r 

B ook S tore, 104 H ennep in  A ve ., H a ll 240 
FE de ra l 2-7781.

N E W A R K
N e w a rk  L a b o r F o ru m , B o x  361, N e w a rk , 

N ew  Jersey

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y
M il i ta n t  L a b o r Fo rum , 116 U n iv e rs ity  

P lace. A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D -B E R K E L E Y  
P.O. B o x  341, B e rke le y  1, C a lif. Phone 

O L  5-1764.
P H IL A D E L P H IA  

M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o ru m  and S oc ia lis t 
W orke rs  P a rty , 1303 W. G ira rd  A ve . 
L ec tu res  and discussions e ve ry  S a tu rday, 
8 p.m ., fo llo w e d  b y  open house. C a ll 
PO 3-5820.

S A N  FR A N C IS C O  
The M ili ta n t,  1145 P o lk  St., Room  4, 

Sat. 11 a.m. to  3 p.m . Phone t *R 6-7296; 
i f  no  answ er, V A  4-2321.

S E A T T LE
1412 18th A ve . E A  5-0191. L ib ra ry ,  

bookstore . Open 12 noon to  5 p.m . Sat­
urdays.

K e y  n a tion a l and in te rn a tio n a l 
issues o f the day com prised the 
p r in c ip a l po in ts  on the agenda o f 
a th ree -da y  m eeting  o f the  N a­
tio n a l C om m ittee  o f the  Socia list 
W orkers  p a rty  in  N ew  Y o rk  Jan. 
13-15. The Cuban R evo lu tion  was 
a sub ject o f in tens ive  discussion.

The p r in c ip a l re p o rt was made 
b y  the  p a r ty ’s na tion a l secretary, 
F a r re ll Dobbs. H e de ta iled  the 
p o lit ic a l gains made b y  the  o r­
gan iza tion  since its  las t conven tion  
and po in ted to favo ra b le  oppor­
tu n itie s  fo r  g re a te r gains in  the 
days im m e d ia te ly  ahead.

The p len a ry  session o f the com ­
m ittee  rev iew ed the rece n tly  con­
cluded n a tion a l election cam paign 
and a ll o f the com m ittee m em bers 
agreed i t  was the  m ost e ffec tive  
one waged b y  the SW P since i t  
f i r s t  entered a p re s id en tia l contest 
in  1948.

Despite the d rastic  curbs on 
op po rtu n itie s  fo r  press and a ir  
p u b lic ity , resource fu l and ener­
getic cam paigners across the  
co u n try  jo ine d  w ith  the na tion a l 
t ic k e t in  b r in g in g  the  SW P’s p la t­
fo rm  to  s ig n ifica n t new  layers  o f 
the  popu la tion .

Encouraging Response

Response to the cam paign dem ­
onstra ted beginnings of a re v iv a l 
o f po pu la r in te res t in  socia list 
ideas. Le tte rs  and postcards re ­
ceived in  response to those T V  and 
ra d io  appearances th a t the  tic k e t 
was ab le to w in  w ere g rea te r tha n  
in  any p rev ious e lection. V ir tu a lly  
eve ry  p a r ty  branch reported  th a t 
new  supporters and m em bers had 
been w on as a re s u lt o f the  cam ­
pa ign. The p a rty  succeeded in  
m ore than  t r ip l in g  its  best previous 
p re s id en tia l vo te  and the  c irc u la ­
tio n  o f the M il i ta n t  rose encour­
ag ing ly .

In  h is rep o rt, Dobbs a ttr ib u te d  
the  favo ra b le  new  response to the 
g ro w in g  awareness o f the  danger 
o f a new  w ar, to the  deepening 
economic in se cu rity  and to  the 
m ou n tin g  m ilita n c y  in  f ig h t in g  fo r 
c iv i l  r ig h ts  and c iv i l  libe rtie s . A n  
im p o rta n t source o f suppo rt fo r  
the  SW P t ic k e t was the  hearten ing  
nu m be r o f people w ho  are sym ­
pa the tic  to  the  C uban R e vo lu tio n  
and w ho  supported the  Dobbs- 
Weiss sla te on the  basis o f th e ir  
unequ ivoca l defense o f th a t R ev­
o lu tion .

The SW P’s e lection  cam paign 
also w on  the p a r ty  added respect 
in  the  rad ica l m ovem ent. N a tion a l 
C om m ittee  m em bers fro m  a n u m ­
be r o f c ities rep o rted  th a t ad­
herents o f the  C om m unist p a rty  
and the Socia lis t P a rty  —  Social 
D em ocratic  Federation, disgusted 
w ith  th e ir  leaders’ p o licy  o f 
shamefaced suppo rt to  Kennedy, 
had backed the SW P cam paign.

T he  m eeting  was p a r t ic u la r ly

g ra tifie d  to hear an encouraging 
progress re p o rt by T im  W o h lfo rth , 
n a tion a l cha irm an o f the  Y oung 
S oc ia lis t A llia n ce . The Y S A  v ig o r­
ous ly  supported Dobbs and Weiss 
and w on new  supporters on a 
num ber o f m a jo r campuses d u rin g  
the cam paign. W o h lfo r th  reported  
th a t the  Y S A , too, has found  a 
good response to  its  a c tiv itie s  in  
defense o f the  Cuban R evo lu tion .

D ifficu lt Problem
T he tho rn ie s t p ro b lem  co n fro n t­

in g  the  com m ittee  was the e ffec t 
o f in fla t io n  on the  o rgan iza tion ’s 
a c tiv ity . W h ile  the increased sale 
o f socia list lite ra tu re  and the 
a d d ition  o f new m em bers has ad­
vanced the p a r ty ’s w o rk , m ou n tin g  
pu b lica tio n  costs and o ther ope ra t­
in g  expenses have created a heavy 
f in a n c ia l burden. T he  com m ittee 
m apped plans to  ra ise  ad d itiona l 
funds and a t the  same tim e  decided 
to  m o d ify  its  budget so th a t a 
f in a n c ia l cris is  w o u ld  n o t develop 
and act as a b a rr ie r  to  expanded 
a c tiv ity .

A  p r im a ry  face t o f th is  expanded 
a c t iv ity  w i l l  be he lp in g  to  ra l ly  
opposition  to  W ash ing ton ’s moves 
to  crush the  Cuban R evo lu tion .

In  a d d itio n  to discussing how  
best to ra l ly  m ax im u m  support fo r  
the Cuban R evo lu tion , the  com ­
m ittee  he ld  an extensive discussion 
o f the C uban R e vo lu tion  as i t  
re la tes to  M a rx is t theory .

A  reso lu tion  was adopted ex ­
pressing the  v ie w  th a t w ith  the  
sweeping exp ro p ria tio n s  o f p r iv a te  
p ro p e rty  Cuba has passed beyond 
cap ita lism  and a w o rke rs  state has

been established, even though 
such fo rm s o f w ork ing -c lass  
dem ocracy as councils have n o t ye t 
been established:

A  m in o r ity  o f the  com m ittee 
fe lt  th a t the C uban state is s t i l l  
in  process o f tra n s itio n  and its  
class cha racter no t y e t d e f in it iv e ly  
established. H ow ever, the re  was 
unan im ous agreem ent on the  
progressive cha racter o f the  R evo­
lu t io n  and on the  necessity to  
defend it .

T he  N a tio n a l C om m ittee  voted 
to  schedule a conven tion  o f the 
p a r ty  n e x t sum m er.

Yes, Count 
Me In

The M ilitan t 
116 University PI.
New York 3, N . Y.

Yes, I ’d like to  make sure 
I  get the M ilita n t every 
week. Count me in  for a 
year’s subscription. I  am 
enclosing $3.

Basic Reading

THE TRUTH 
ABOUT CUBA

By Joseph Hansen

T h is  has proved to  be one o f the m ost successful pam phlets 
we have ever published. M any on reading i t  have sent in  fo r  more 
copies to pass on to  friends. L ib ra rie s  and schools have ordered i t  
as p a rt o f th e ir  basic reading m a te ria l on Cuba.

The p o p u la r ity  o f “ The T ru th  A bo u t Cuba”  is w e ll deserved. 
I t  is the m ost compact presenta tion ava ilab le o f basic fac ts  about 
conditions under B a tis ta , the economic and p o litica l ro le  o f the U n ited  
States, and the rise  and consolidation o f the Revolution.

Send 25 cents fo r  you r copy.

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
116 University Place, New York 3, N. Y.
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The Winner Was Goldberg

The Belgian General Strike
“ In  a l l  coun tries  the p ro le ta r ia t is racked  by a deep d isqu ie t. 

The m u lt im ill io n e d  masses aga in  and aga in  e n te r the road  of 
re v o lu tio n . B u t each tim e  they  are b locked by th e ir  ow n  conser­
v a tiv e  b u re a u cra tic  m achines.”  — Leon T ro ts k y , The T ra n s itio n  
P ro g ra m , 1938.

*  *  •*

The Belgian w orkers ended th e ir h is torica l s trike  movement 
against the so-called “ aus te rity ”  program  of the capita lis t govern­
m ent a fte r 33 days o f unprecedented class m ilitancy . The strike  
was not smashed —  i t  g radually  petered out. I t  was not smashed 
because the w orkers fought bravely and w ith  great tenacity against 
a ll attempts on the p a rt of the cap ita lis t government to crush 
th e ir  demonstrations. I t  petered out because they lacked the leader­
ship to ca rry  the f ig h t th rough to a fin ish.

The tragedy of the Belgian general s trike  was tha t at its head 
stood a re fo rm is t leadership schooled in  parliam entary  cretin ism . 
F rom  the f irs t day the Belgian w orkers took to the streets 'the 
craven Social Democrats were stricken w ith  fear over the re v ­
o lu tion a ry  im plica tions o f the struggle. They placed themselves 
a t the head of the insu rrectionary  movement only the better to 
behead i t  at the opportune moment.

They were able to p lay out th is  role to the b itte r end only 
because there was no a lte rna tive  leadership present to take com­
mand. The Com m unist party, saturated w ith  bureaucratic con­
servatism, jo ined th e ir  Social Democratic peers in  deploring the 
revo lu tiona ry  “ violence”  o f the s tr ik in g  workers. Both strained to 
tame the m ilita ncy  o f the w orkers and d irect the s trike  protest 
m ovement back in to  parliam entary  channels.

The amazing th ing  is th a t the s trike  lasted fo r 33 days. I t  
was, from  the beginning, a po litica l s tr ike  against the government. 
The movement constantly sought to break the bounds imposed 
upon i t  by a tim id  re fo rm is t leadership. The slogan: Eyskens to 
the  gallows! was revo lu tiona ry  in  its  im plications, fo r  the prem ier 
was the sym bol o f the ru lin g  capita lis t class. The leadership suc­
ceeded, however, in  c ircum scrib ing  the aim  o f the s trike  movement 
and lim it in g  its goal to one o f a lte ring  or abolishing the hated 
“ aus te rity ”  law .

W ith  the action thus shifted to the parliam entary  arena i t  was 
on ly  a m atte r of tim e u n t il the s trike  petered out. The Belgian 
w orkers have noth ing  to be ashamed of. In  the course of th e ir 
struggle they fought m agn ificen tly , demonstrated th e ir  tremendous 
power, tested the m ettle  o f the class enemy as w e ll as the w orth  
o f th e ir  own leaders and are better prepared fo r  the decisive 
battles o f the fu tu re .

For the Pirates
seizure of the 
A nd  to his pals

B y A le x  H a rte

JA N . 23 —  The sense o f euphoria  
th a t seemed to p re v a il in  the 
im m ed ia te  a fte rm a th  o f P resident 
K en ne dy ’s in a u g u ra l address was 
extended las t week to  the tug -b oa t 
s tr ik e  in  the  p o rt o f N ew  Y o rk . 
The s tr ik e  was ca lled  o f f  yester­
day soon a fte r the a r r iv a l of 
S ecre tary o f L a b o r A r th u r  G o ld ­
berg w ith  a message fro m  K ennedy 
asking th a t the  d ispu te  be te r­
m inated . I t  was!

G o ldbe rg ’s ro le  in  s e ttlin g  the 
d ispu te  rece ived h igh  pra ise fro m  
un ion leaders, ra ilro a d  tycoons, 
R epub lican and D em ocratic  p o l­
it ic ians  a like .

Paul H a ll, president of the Sea­
farer International union, told 
striking union members that the 
settlement constituted a “great 
victory.” H e congratulated Gold­
berg.

John J. G aherin , v ice pres ident 
o f the New  H aven ra ilro a d  and 
head o f the  em p loyer ba rga in ing  
com m ittee , also pra ised G oldberg. 
The pact, he said, had been “ ap­
proved en thus ias tica lly  a t a m eet­
in g  o f the executives o f m a jo r 
Eastern ra ilroa ds  a few  hours a fte r 
the se ttlem ent.”

Deafening Applause
G oldberg ’s “ fe llow -peacem akers, 

G ove rn o r R ocke fe lle r and M ayo r 
W agner,”  says the New  Y o rk  
T im es, jo ine d  in  the applause. So 
d id  the m en w ho  had done the 
p ick -a n d -sh o ve l w o rk  lead ing  to 
the  accord, R obert O. B oyd  and 
T. E. Schoonover o f the N a tion a l 
M e d ia tion  Board. T here  w ere 
on ly  tw o  votes cast against the 
agreement.

Such m assive u n a n im ity  is ra re  
in  any s tr ik e  settlem ent. A nd , d i f ­
fe re n t fro m  an in a u g u ra l address, 
a s tr ik e  se ttlem ent invo lves spe-

In Other Lands

A r th u r  J. G oldberg

c if ic  and concrete te rm s fo r  w h ich  
the re  e x is t ce rta in  standards of 
m easurem ent. A las, the  actua l 
term s o f the se ttlem ent raise som e. 
questions as to  w h e the r the un ion 
m em bers rea lize w h a t th e y  go t fo r  
w h a t they gave.

The three un ions in vo lve d  in  
the s tr ik e  had sought increases of 
15 pe r cent, o r about 55 cents an 
hour. They got the same basic in ­
crease p rov ided  in  s tandard r a i l ­
road contracts: tw o  per cent,
e ffec tive  la s t J u ly  1, and tw o  per 
cent more, e ffec tive  n e x t M arch .

For this the unions gave up a 
cost-of-living escalator clause 
which protected the members

against inflationary increases in  
the cost of living.

The m a in  issue in  d ispu te  was 
over m an n ing  scales. The ra ilro a d  
companies dem anded the r ig h t  to  
reduce the size o f tu g -b o a t Crews 
a fte r  n o t ify in g  the unions. The  
un ions refused to g ra n t such right 
except as techno log ica l advances 
made some jobs obsolete. The d is ­
pu te  was f in a lly  reduced to  the 
question o f m an da to ry  a rb itra t io n  
o f the  issue.

Motion to Refer
I t  was G o ldbe rg ’s in te rv e n tio n  

on th is  issue th a t f in a lly  b roke  the  
deadlock. H is  proposal accepted 
by  bo th  sides, was to  re fe r the 
issue to the  board  established b y  
fo rm e r P resident E isenhow er to 
s tudy {he w o rk  ru les  d ispu te  on 
the  ra ilroads . F o rm e r Secre tary o f 
La b o r James M itc h e ll, cha irm an 
of the board, agreed to in c lud e  the 
tug  d ispu te  a long w ith  the  o ther 
com pla in ts  o f the ra ilroa ds  about 
“ fea the rbedd ing ”  in  tra in  crews.

I t  is  a foregone conclusion that 
M itc h e ll’s “ fa c t- f in d in g  board” 
w i l l  b r in g  in  some p lan  to cut 
dow n on crew  size as dem anded 
b y  the ra ilroads . Such t r ip a r t i te  
bodies a lw ays com prom ise away  
cond itions a lready  w on  by the 
unions.

E up ho ria  aside, the re a l v ic to ry  
in  the tu g  s trike , i t  seems to this 
w r ite r ,  was w on b y  G oldberg  who  
even be fore h is ap po in tm en t had 
been cham pion ing  the idea of t r i ­
p a rtite  boards as the m ethod o f 
reso lv ing  labo r-m anagem ent dis­
putes.

People's Representative
P res iden t K ennedy w i l l  d ra w  

about $100,000 a year, gross, on 
h is tru s t- fu n d  investm ents.

Chinese CP Projects Purge of Members

To Portuguese d ic ta to r Salazar, the rebel 
lu x u ry  lin e r Santa M aria  was, o f course, “ p iracy.’ 
in  big-business circles i t  was “ p iracy.”

However, a cable from  the captured ship reported tha t “ the 
passengers are enthusiastically w ith  us.”  That, we th ink , probably 
reflects m a jo r ity  opinion. Aga inst a fou l d ic ta to r and his w ea lthy 
backers, the fans w i l l  always cheer fo r  the pirates.

Splendid Victory in Richmond
I t  pays to p u t up a stubborn, organized f ig h t fo r your rights. 

T ha t’s the b ig  lesson of the m agnificent c iv il- r ig h ts  v ic to ry  won 
in  Richmond, Va., Jan. 20 when Negroes were f in a lly  served in  
the fashionable restaurants of Tha lhe im er’s and M ille r  &  Rhoades 
departm ent stores, the tw o biggest in  the c ity.

Negro college students opened a d rive  to crack the color bar 
in  Tha lhe im er’s d in ing  fac ilities  last February. On L in co ln ’s B ir th ­
day 35 were arrested on a “ trespass”  charge a fte r staging a s it- in  
demonstration. From  th a t tim e  on, R ichm ond’s Negro com m unity 
organized regu la r p icke t lines at the J im  Crow stores urg ing  peo­
ple not to buy where they can’t  eat. The action spoke in  terms 
th a t departm ent store owners can understand.

“ A lthough  spokesmen fo r the tw o stores described today’s 
move as one tow ard ‘harmonious re la tions’ in  the com m unity,”  
reported the Jan. 21 New Y o rk  Hera ld  T ribune, “ i t  was under­
stood tha t a Negro boycott of the stores was responsible fo r the 
re lax ing  of the w h ite -o n ly  policy in  the d in ing  rooms.”

E arlie r, both stores, along w ith  several five  and dimes, had 
agreed to serve Negroes in  th e ir  street flo o r snack bars.

Since the southw ide lunch-counter desegregation campaign 
was launched by students las t Feb. 6, v ictories have been won 
in  more than 30 cities. (The Southern Regional Council reported 
28 cities last August and there have been several m ore since. A t 
th a t tim e  the council reported th a t boycotts o f local J im  Crow 
stores had slashed business from  15 to 65 per cent in  various areas.

The cu rren t R ichmond v ic to ry  also underlined  the fact tha t 
when Negroes do f ig h t fo r and w in  th e ir  rights, those righ ts  are 
respected. The Hera ld  T ribune  reported th a t at Tha lhe im er’s d in ­
ing  room “ there was scarcely a rip p le  in  d inne r-tim e  conversa­
tio n  as fo u r Negro men and three Negro women stood at the b u f­
fe t and then were seated at the tables, where w h ite  w aiters served 
them. A  store employee commented there were scarcely any com­
p la in ts .”

Follows Announcement 
O f Sag in Agriculture

In  a broadcast Jan. 20, fo llo w ­
ing a m eeting o f the  C e n tra l Com ­
m ittee , the  Chinese C om m unist 
p a r ty  announced th a t “ bad ele­
m ents,”  nu m be ring  some ten per 
cent o f the o rgan iza tion , are to 
be purged. These consist o f “ la n d ­
lo rd , bourgeois and o th e r elements 
seduced by  reactionaries,”  accord­
in g  to  the  announcem ent.

Accused o f “ v io la t io n  o f legal 
d isc ip lin e  in  ru ra l and u rban  
areas,”  the  bad elem ents w ere  
said to  have “ in tended to  restore 
o ld  cond itions and made use o f 
the  d if f ic u lt ie s  created b y  n a tu ra l 
d isasters and ce rta in  defects in  
basic leve ls  to  c a rry  ou t sabotage 
o r d is ru p tiv e  a c tiv itie s .”

In  Decem ber the  Chinese gov­
e rnm en t reported  th a t a g r ic u ltu ra l 
p ro du c tion  had dropped be low  ex ­
pectations in  1960 due to  th e  w o rs t 
series o f “ n a tu ra l ca lam ities”  in  
100 years. Some 148,0000,000 acres 
w ere  scourged b y  d rough t, floods, 
typhoons, h a il storms, fros t, insects 
o r p la n t diseases.

These ca lam ities  came on top  o f 
a s im ila r  series in  1959 w h ic h  
seriously  a ffected a g r ic u ltu ra l p ro ­
duction .

On Jan. 14, how ever, the  Com ­
m u n is t p a rty  leadersh ip  ind ica ted  
th a t in  a d d itio n  to  n a tu ra l ca lam i­
ties the re  was tro u b le  in  thé  p a rty . 
A n  a rtic le  in  Jem m in  J ih  Pao 
po in ted  to  “ an tagon istic  elem ents 
usu rp in g  the  leadersh ip  and w o rk ­
in g  de lib e ra te ly  to  sabotage the 
po lic ies o f the  p a rty .”

E x a c tly  w h a t is in v o lv e d  in  
such accusations and w h a t is re a lly  
beh ind  the  p ro jected  purge rem a in  
obscure.

In  the  past, C om m unis t p a rty  
mem bers, in c lu d in g  some leaders, 
have had cons truc tive  c ritic ism s  
to  o ffe r  —  as cou ld  be gathered 
fro m  ca re fu l analysis o f news fro m  
C h ina —  b u t th e y  have been denied 
freedom  o f expression; have been

fa lse ly  accused o f r ig h t is t  v iew s 
they d id  no t ho ld , and have even 
been lum ped together w ith  “ la n d ­
lo rd  and bourgeois”  elem ents a t  
the opposite end o f the p o lit ic a l 
spectrum .

Bolivia Studies Offers
S oviet economic a id  to areas 

h ith e rto  considered p riv a te  h u n t­
in g  grounds o f A m e rica n  b ig  bus i­
ness is c rea ting  m arked  concern 
in  W ashington and W a ll S treet.

R ecen tly  the S ovie t U n ion  o f­
fe red to loan B o liv ia  $150 m il lio n  
to b u ild  a t in  sm e lte r and p rov ide  
technic ians to he lp  operate the 
p lan t. T h is  was a te m p tin g  o ffe r 
as B o liv ia  exports  t in  concentrates 
th a t m ust be sm elted elsewhere.

The S ov ie t m ove b ro ug h t a 
cou n te ro ffe r fro m  the  U n ite d  
States— w ith  s trings attached. The 
m oney m ust be used, n o t fo r  a 
sm elter, b u t to  subsid ize e xp lo ra ­
t io n  fo r  a d d itio n a l h igh -g rade  t in  
ore. Made in  con ju nc tion  w ith  the 
W est G erm an governm ent and 
the In te r-A m e ric a n  D eve lopm ent 
bank, the A m e rica n  o ffe r  w o u ld  
re -es tab lish  v ir tu a l fo re ign  con tro l 
o f B o liv ia ’s na tiona lized  t in  in ­
dus try .

Willing to Play Stooge
In  betw een v is its  to  h is  ta ilo r  

and de n tis t in  New  Y o rk  las t week, 
Pres. K ennedy m et and ta lke d  
w ith  G ov. M uñoz M a rín  o f P ue rto  
R ico. They discussed m a k in g  P ue r­
to  R ico a showcase to  im press ou r 
L a tin -A m e ric a n  ne ighbors and 
counteract the deep e ffe c t w h ic h  
the  Cuban R e vo lu tio n  is ha v in g  
south o f the R io  G rande.

M uñoz was w i l l in g  to  p lay  
stooge fo r  Yankee im p e ria lism  in  
L a t in  A m erica  —  a ro le  he has 
a lready p racticed  w ith  some adept­
ness —  i f  P ue rto  R ican en tre ­
p reneurs w ere  g iven  the agency by  
W ashington.

The N ew  Y o rk  T im es was

dubious about the  p ro je c t. “ P ue r­
to  R ico is re lieved  o f defense, post 
o ffice , customs service and o th e r 
expenses and respons ib ilitie s . E x ­
cise taxes collected on goods 
m anu fac tu red  in  P ue rto  R ico  and 
du ties collected in  P uerto  Rican 
po rts  are re tu rn e d  to  the  Puerto  
R ican treasu ry . Incom es earned in  
P ue rto  R ico are exem pt from  
U n ite d  States F edera l taxes. Puer­
to R icans are citizens o f the  U n it­
ed States and the is land  has free  
access to o u r m arke ts  and o u r pool 
o f cap ita l.”

So, declared th is  voice o f A m e r i­
can b ig  business, “ W e cannot pos­
s ib ly  dup lica te  such cond itions and 
such econom ic and fisca l advan­
tages fo r  any o f the  L a t in -A m e r i­
can states.”

B u t, the  T im es concluded, “ Wei 
and the  L a t in  A m ericans can at 
least m eet in  P ue rto  R ico and fee l 
at hom e.”

Untouchable Krupp
The “ fre e -w o r ld ”  leaders have 

suspended fo r  the  th ird  yea r in  a 
ro w  an o rd e r th a t G erm an m u n i­
tions  k in g  A lf re d  K ru p p  dispose pf 
h is  m u lt ib il l io n -d o lla r  steel arid 
coal em p ire.

K ru p p  was in s tru m e n ta l in  
b r in g in g  H it le r  to  pow e r and d u r ­
in g  W o rld  W a r I I  he tu rn e d  h is  
in d u s tr ia l com plex in to  a vas t 
s la ve -la bo r cam p tu rn in g  o u t 
weapons fo r  H i t le r ’s a rm y.

The A ll ie d  powers sent h im  to  
ja i l  as a “ w a r c r im in a l”  but re­
leased h im  w e ll be fore his term  . 
was com pleted.

A  con d ition  o f h is  release was 
th a t he dispose o f h is  ho ld ings 
b y  1959.

K ru p p  con tem ptuous ly  igno red  
the  order, e x p la in in g  the re  wasn’t  
anyone in  G erm any w ith  enough 
m oney to  bu y  h im  out. A nd , n a-, 
tu ra l ly ,  no one w o u ld  suggest that 
h is  p rope rties  be na tiona lized .

K ru p p  is now  ra ted  as a va lued  
a lly  in  the g loba l s trugg le  to  p re ­
serve the  “ dem ocra tic  w a y  o f life - ”
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Letters from Our ReadersFighters for Freedom in Laos

Followers of Captain Kong Le who sought to replace a U.S.-dominated government by one that 
would fo llow  a policy of neutrality. A  counterrevolution, in which the Central Intelligence Agency was 
deeply involved, pushed the neutral government out of the nation’s capital. Since then civ il w ar has raged.

Nothing But a "Plump Sybarite"
W ith  the  m il ita ry  advantage in  

Laos s h ift in g  against the  p ro - 
U n ite d  States puppet reg im e o f 
P rin ce  B oun O um , sen tim en t in  
A m e rica n  c irc les is again lean ing 
to w a rd  the in te rv e n tio n  o f the In ­
te rn a tio n a l C o n tro l Com m ission to  
end the  c iv i l  w a r. The IC C  was 
set up  unde r the  1954 truce  agree- 
m en t th a t ended the Indoch ina  
w a r. I t  was disbanded in  1958 
a fte r  superv is ing  the estab lishm ent 
o f a “ n e u tra lis t”  governm ent.

The a ttem p t b y  the  U.S. m il ita ry  
m ission in  Laos, ac ting  in  co llus ion 
w ith  the  C e n tra l In te llig e n ce  
A gency, to  o v e rth ro w  the  “ n e u tra l­
is t ”  governm ent o f P rin ce  Sou- 
vanna  Phoum a, sparked the  
c u rre n t f ig h t in g  in  Laos. In  an 
exc lus ive  in te rv ie w  w ith  a N ew  
Y o rk  T im es rep o rte r, P rince  
Phoum a, now  in  Cam bodia, “ b i t ­
te r ly  b lam ed the  U n ited  States, 
p a r t ic u la r ly  J. G raham  Parsons, 
A ss is tan t Secre tary o f S tate fo r  
F a r Eastern A ffa irs , fo r  the  w a r­
fa re  in  Laos.”

“Understood Nothing”

. Phoum a was q u ite  un restra ined 
in  h is condem nation o f Parsons. 
“ H e  understood no th in g  about

The D ifference —  T he Kennedy 
a d m in is tra tio n  agrees w ith  the  
Republicans th a t the U.S. “ is s t i l l  
the  strongest m il i ta ry  po w e r in  
the  w o r ld ,”  b u t “ is  m ore w o rr ie d  
about the  re ten tion  o f o u r suprem ­
acy,” rep o rts  N ew  Y o rk  T im es 
m il i ta r y  ana lys t Hanson W . B a ld ­
w in . “ The new  fro n t ie r ,”  he e x ­
p la ins, “ m ay n o t be, in  a m il i ta r y  
sense, so v e ry  new  a fte r  a ll;  the 
m ore  th ings  change, the m ore they 
rem a in  the same."’

O ur Secure Society— Since F eb­
ru a ry  1960, the  nu m ber o f people 
b e lie v in g  the re  is “ m uch danger”  
o f w a r has risen  fro m  38 to  50 per 
cent w h ile  those con fide n t the re  is 
l i t t le  danger o f w a r has dropped 
fro m  51 to  35 pe r cent, rep o rts  the 
G a llu p  P o ll.

M aryland  W elfare State —  Aged 
and disabled people in  M a ry la n d  
rece ive  a state food a llow ance of 
28 cents a m eal. D ependent c h i l­
d re n  get 18 cents a meal. A rg u in g  
in  fa v o r  o f a proposed n ic k e l-a - 
m ea l increase, a w e lfa re  board 
m em ber po in ted  to  “ w idespread 
m a ln u tr it io n ”  among those de­
pendent on state assistance.

Asia and no th in g  about Laos,”  the 
P rince  said. “ The A ss is tan t Secre­
ta ry  o f S tate is the  m ost re p re ­
hensib le and ne farious o f men.

“He is the ignominious archi­
tect of disastrous American policy 
toward Laos,” Prince Phouma 
added. “H e and others like him  
are directly responsible for the 
recent spilling of Lao blood.”

N o r was P rince  Phoum a any 
m ore sparing  o f the  ro le  p layed by 
the governm ent o f the  U n ited  
States. “ W hat I  sha ll never fo rg ive  
the  U n ited  States fo r ,”  he added, 
“ is the fa c t th a t i t  be trayed me, 
th a t i t  double-crossed m e and m y 
governm ent.”

The n e u tra lis t e x -p re m ie r flayed  
the U n ited  States fo r  t ry in g  to 
m ake o f Laos a paw n in  the  cold 
w a r against C h ina and the Soviet 
U n ion . “ F ro m  the s ta rt,”  he said, 
“ the U n ited  States has opposed the 
o n ly  rea l so lu tion  possible fo r  
Laos, nam ely, the  fo rm a tio n  o f na­
tio n a l un ion, in c lu d in g  the P athet 
Lao m ovem ent.”

The P a the t Lao m ovem ent has 
been dubbed “ p ro -C om m u n is t”  by 
W ashing ton; and Phoum a’s p ropo­
sal fo r  a governm ent th a t w o u ld  
inc lude  a ll tendencies was coun-

Death on the Cheap —  N a va l 
Research Reviews, an o ff ic ia l N a vy  
pu b lica tio n , has entered a new 
den ia l th a t the Pentagon is p re ­
p a rin g  to use germ  w a rfa re  w ea­
pons. B u t the ed ito rs add th a t i t  is 
a good “ de te rre n t”  to “ unscru ­
pulous enemies,”  and, besides, it 's  
cheaper tha n  hydrogen bombs.

Shrewd, M an —  The Jan. 15 
D a llas T im es H e ra ld  announced a 
sym posium  a t w h ich  D an Sm oot 
w o u ld  contend th a t “ L ibe ra ls , w ho 
are re a lly  Socialists, m aneuver 
C onservative p o litic ia n s  in to  sup­
p o rtin g  ‘m odera te ’ socia lism  as a 
defense against ‘e x trava ga n t’ so­
c ia lism .”

Homey —  The T ow e r Suite , a 
N ew  Y o rk  res tau ran t, o ffe rs  “ ele­
gant d in in g  in  a hom e like  atm os­
phere, com plete w ith  bu tle rs  and 
m aids.”

Dubious Honor —  “ A  m an w ith  
a fa m ily  to  sup po rt w ho earns 
a p p ro x im a te ly  $5,000 a year pays 
abou t $500 o f i t  in  fed e ra l incom e 
tax . Each a tte m p t to  f ire  a lu n a r 
s a te llite  costs about $40,000,000. So 
eve ry  t im e  one o f them  fa ils  i t

te red  b y  U.S. support to a r ig h tis t 
coup th a t ousted Phoum a and took 
over the  a d m in is tra tive  cap ita l a t 
V ien tiane . The U n ite d  States, 
charged Phoum a, “ p lo tted  w ith  
G eneral P houm i Nosovan, head o f 
the R ig h t-W in g  forces, to  achieve 
the  o v e rth ro w  o f the G overnm ent 
and a llow ed h im  to use arm s de­
sp ite  solemn assurances to the 
c o n tra ry .”

Prince Phouma had the utmost 
contempt for the “ Rightist Rabble” 
headed by pro-U.S. prem ier Prince 
Boun Oum. He stigmatized the 
Boun Oum  government as “a 
group of clowns.” This characteri­
zation was confirmed by a report 
in  T im e magazine which referred  
to “our new m an” in Laos, Boun 
Oum, as a “plump sybarite” whose 
favorite companions “turned out 
not to be candidates for the cabinet 
but girls from  the Vientiane dance 
halls.”

The N ew  Y o rk  T im es report, 
Jan. 20,' states th a t “ m any W est­
e rn  d ip lom ats in  V ie n tia ne  agree 
w ith  P rince  Souvanna Phoum a,”  
th a t “ the C om m unists w o u ld  have 
been con tent to leave Laos alone 
p rov ided  she rem ained n e u tra l and 
outside the  U n ited  States sphere 
o f in flue nce .”

means th a t 8,000 o r m ore ta x ­
payers have the dubious honor o f 
w a tch in g  th e ir  en tire  ta x  paym ent 
go ing up in  smoke v ia  te lev is ion . 
G ra tify in g ?  No! T h o u g h t-p ro v o k ­
ing? Yes!”  :— F rom  a le tte r  to the 
B a ltim o re  Sun.

Capitalist Stagnation —  The in ­
a b il i ty  o f the  c a p ita lis t system to 
d is tr ib u te  the  w e a lth  o f society is 
g ra p h ica lly  il lu s tra te d  b y  a re p o rt 
th a t Scotland now  has a record 
surp lus o f 300,000,000 ga llons o f 
scotch w h iskey . A  lead ing  d is t i lle r  
said the  in d u s try  w o u ld  be Jicked 
unless “ consum ption goes up fas t.”

Real G one— “ LO S T : One bank 
w ith  p r iv a te  accounts to ta llin g  
m ore than  $3,000,000 and lis tin g  
assets in  excess o f $4,000,000. 
F in d e r please contact anxious de­
positors in  N ew  Y o rk , V erm ont, 
M ississipp i, F lo rid a , Europe and 
N o rth  A fr ic a , o r the  N ew  Y o rk  
H e ra ld  T rib u n e .” — In tro d u c tio n  to 
a Jan. 24 H e ra ld  T rib u n e  s to ry  
about the  A m e rica n  &  F ore ign  
B an k  o f T ang ie r w h ich  notified 
depositors las t June th a t i t  was 
m ov ing  to  Panam a and hasn’t  been 
heard  fro m  since.

Agitators
Cleveland

O lde r w o rke rs  w i l l  rem em ber 
w hen the  la b o r ha ters contended 
th a t s trikes w ere  caused b y  ag i­
ta tors . T h a t d id  n o t stop the 
ag ita tors o r the  s tr ikes  u n t i l  the 
causes o f bo th  w ere  rem oved.

N ow  the  same tr ib e  o f labo r 
ha ters declare the  un res t in  the 
w o r ld  is caused b y  “ C om m unists.”  
T h is  w i l l  n o t stop the  un res t o f 
the “ C om m unists”  u n t i l  the  cause 
o f bo th is abolished.

H ow ever, the re  is no sign th a t 
the ru le rs  in te nd  to su b m it to  any 
change. Thus th e y  r is k  th a t they 
themselves w i l l  be changed.

Joseph M an let

Education Goals
N ew  Y o rk

F ro m  free  tu it io n  to  pay tu it io n  
is a backw ard  step in  the develop­
m en t o f society tow a rd  th a t r ich e r, 
m ore re w a rd in g  l i fe  w h ich , ac­
cord ing  to  the  com m encem ent-day 
addresses, is the  goal o f education. 
I t  is m ost iro n ic  th a t proposals fo r  
pay tu it io n  should come a t a tim e  
w hen ou r gross n a tio n a l p ro du c t 
is near a h a lf  t r i l l io n  do lla rs. One 
w o u ld  expect th a t w ith  such pros­
p e r ity  free  h ig h e r education w ou ld  
be expanded.

A n d  w h a t abou t the  “ o v e rr id in g ”  
needs o f the co ld  war?

The S ov ie t U n io n  is g ra du a ting  
th ree o r fo u r  tim es the  n u m be r o f 
engineers and scientists w e  are.

I  h o ld  no b r ie f  fo r  the  c o ld -w a r 
needs o f A m erican  cap ita lism . B u t 
in  ad d itio n  to  be ing unab le  to 
m eet the  needs o f society to  ad­
vance its e lf  to  a b e tte r w o rld , i t  
can’t  even broaden education in  
its  o w n  in te rest.

T he con trad ic tions o f cap ita lism  
and its  re trogressive  ro le  are ap­
pa ren t in  th e  co lon ia l struggles. 
The re trog rade  m an ifes ta tions are 
appearing w ith  increased f re ­
quency in  the  advanced countries. 
A u s te r ity  in  B r ita in  and B e lg ium ; 
and a d r iv e  to reduce l iv in g  stand­
ards here in  o rder to meet fo re ign  
com petition  w i l l  soon b r in g  a 
strugg le  against be ing pushed 
backw ard. T h is  s trugg le  can o n ly  
lead fo rw a rd  to a be tte r, r ic h e r 
l i fe  —  to socialism .

J. H .

Marxist Line
B a ld w in  P ark , Cal.

I  have read the  People’s W orld , 
the  D a ily  W o rke r and o ther socia l­
is t papers. The M il i ta n t  fo llo w s  the 
lin e  o f M a rx  and spells i t  out.

Socia lism  is the o n ly  answer fo r  
a be tte r social and econom ic life . 
“ Coexistence”  is nonsense. I t  can’t 
be. A  D em ocra t m ig h t be a good 
m an b u t he is no t go ing to  get us 
any th ing . Socia lism  is o u r goal, 
r ig h t  dow n the line .

G. W . W.

Illiteracy in U. S.
N ew  Y o rk

In  ge tting  pe tition s  signed to 
place the  Socia lis t W orke rs  p a rty  
on the  b a llo t in  N ew  Y o rk  I  be­
came aw are  o f the la rge num ber 
o f people w ho  can scarcely w r ite  
th e ir  nam e or w ho are to ta lly  u n ­
able to w r ite . I t  made me rea lize 
how  b ig  a gap the re  is in  our 
educa tiona l system.

I  rece n tly  found  on a lib ra ry  
she lf an A g r ic u ltu ra l In fo rm a tio n  
B u lle t in  w h ich  describes the 
schooling ava ilab le  to ch ild re n  of 
m ig ra to ry  w orkers .

Some S outhern states g ive  “ crop 
vaca tions”  —  th a t is, they close 
dow n the schools d u r in g  the  fa l l  
and e a rly  sp ring  and by  the tim e  
the m ig ra n t fa m ilie s  reach N o rth ­
e rn  states school is out.

A  survey o f m ig ra to ry  ch ild re n  
in  A rkansas and Kansas showed 
th a t o n e -th ird  had n o t been to 
school a t a l l the  p rev ious year, 
w h ile  the  rest had attended on ly  
ir re g u la r ly .

These fin d in g s  w ere  made in  
1949. H ave cond itions changed

ba s ica lly  in  th e  past decade? O r 
do w e  need a crash p rogram , lik e  
the  one Cuba has fo r  th is  year, to  
w ip e  o u t i l l ite ra c y  com plete ly?

P. R.

Likes Our Approach
London

Y ou  should soon be rece iv in g  
m oney o rd e r to  the  va lu e  o f $6.
I  w o u ld  be g ra te fu l i f  you w o u ld  
accept th is  as one yea r’s subscrip ­
t io n  to  the  M il i ta n t  and the  I n ­
te rn a tio n a l S oc ia lis t R eview .

I  am a m em ber o f the B r it is h  
L a b o u r P a rty  and the A m a l - 
gam ated E ng ineering  U n ion . I  
have read some o f yo u r pub lican 
tions  and fou nd  the m  v e ry  in te r ­
esting.

Y ou  seem to  have a good ap­
proach to  M a rx ia n  theo ry , w h ich  
the  S oc ia lis t La b o r p a r ty  does no t 
fu l ly  have. I  have read th e ir  
paper, the  W eek ly  People, and 
w h ile  I  th in k  the y  have som eth ing 
to  say, I  disagree w ith  th e ir  con­
s tan t attacks on the  S ocia lis t 
W orkers  p a r ty  as re fo rm is t.

They are obv ious ly  l iv in g  in  and 
on th e ir  De Le on is t past. T hey  
don’t  rea lize  th a t cap ita lism  w i l l  
o n ly  end w hen i t  can g ra n t no 
m ore re fo rm s. T hen  the w o rke rs  
w i l l  take pow er to  b r in g  abou t 
socia lism  and f i l l  th e ir  h is to r ic  
ro le  in  hum an progress.

H . F. H .

Hardship Antidote
Long  Is land , N . Y .

Enclosed please f in d  $10 to  he lp  
w ith  the  expenses o f p r in t in g , etc. 
I  rea lize  the  ha rdsh ip  in v o lv e d  to  
p u t ou t a paper such as yours.

F. S.

Georgia School Riot
B a ltim o re

I  was shocked, b u t no t re a lly  
surprised, to  read abou t the  tre a t­
m en t o f the tw o  young Negro s tu ­
dents w ho are t ry in g  to  s tay  a t 
Georgia U n iv e rs ity . O n ly  tw o  s tu ­
dents in  a body o f 7,000 students, 
and i t  causes r io ts  and na tion a l 
headlines.

T hey  say th is  is a free  coun try . 
The C o ns titu tio n  reads th a t a l l 
men are equal. H ow ever, i t  be­
comes p la in  th a t “ some are m ore  
equal than  others.”

I t  is a v e ry  bad re fle c tio n  on 
the U n ite d  States and its  “ free  
gove rnm en t”  th a t these th ings  are 
a llow ed

K . B.

"Did You Like Batista?"
N ew  Y o rk

On the subw ay the o th e r m o rn ­
in g  I  got in to  a conversa tion  w ith  
a young m an read ing  “ B ohem ia 
L ib re ,”  the c o u n te rre vo lu tio n a ry  
im ita tio n  o f B ohem ia. The young 
m an was Cuban b u t was ve ry  
m uch opposed to Castro, c a llin g  
h im  a “ m u rd e re r”  because his 
uncle had d ied f ig h t in g  against 
the new  reg im e. H is  fa th e r w ho 
owned a b lo ck  of houses los t them  
to the governm ent.

M y  f ir s t  question was, “ D id  you 
lik e  B a tis ta? ”  The answ er im ­
m ed ia te ly  was, “ No.”

Then I  asked how  m uch re n t he 
pa id  here in  N ew  Y o rk . A nsw e r: 
I  liv e  w ith  m y  b ro th e r and h is  
w ife  w ho pay $60.50 a m o n th  fo r  
th e ir  room  and I  pay $50 fo r  m ine  
and m y  cousin and his w ife  pay 
$60.50 fo r  the irs . T h a t’s $171 a 
m on th  fo r  th ree rooms.

I  asked h im  i f  i t  w o u ld  be bad 
fo r  h im  i f  the governm ent here 
ordered ren ts cu t in  h a lf  and then 
passed a la w  to m ake the tenants 
the even tua l owners.

I  also rem inded  h im  th a t W ash­
in g ton  had never done an y th in g  
good fo r  any L a tin -A m e ric a n  
cou n try  and a lw ays supported d ic ­
ta to rs  lik e  B a tis ta  and T ru ji l lo .  He 
agreed th a t the  nam e o f the  U.S. 
was a hated one in  a l l the  co lon ia l 
and sem ico lon ia l countries.

Grace A lexander

Thought for the Week
“ Rebellion is a marvelous impulse. The su rv iva l of society de­

pends upon it . ” — Eda LeShan, education d irector of the Manhattan  
Society fo r M enta l Health.

It  Was Reported in the Press


