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Issue of Neutrality 
In the Cold War

See page 3

"Equal Justice Under Law" says inscription at lop of 
Supreme Court Building in Washington. But does it really 
mean justice for Allan and Patricia Bradford (above) and 
all other Negro children?

Strike o f A irline Mechanics 
Wins Substantial Pay Boost
During the past six weeks 

some 30,000 airline ground-crew 
machinists have battled the na­
tion's biggest passenger airlines. 
They are winning substantial 
wage concessions. On Dec. 4. 
Trans-World Airlines (TW A) 
granted a 44-cenl wage increase 
over a three-year period to its 
€.700 mechanics following a 
two-week strike that grounded 
all its planes.

On Nov. 22, 7,500 mechanics 
at C apita l A ir lin e s  won an in ­
crease of 41 cents an hour over 
a s im ila r three-year period. 
They were on s trike  fo r 37 
days. G round-crew  wages be­
fore the increase were $2.54 at 
Capita l and $2.51 a t TW A. The 
barga in ing union at C apita l and 
T W A  is the In te rna tiona l As­
sociation of Machinists.

M achinists are s till s tr ik in g  
at Eastern A irlines. They are 
demanding wage increases sim ­
ila r to those at Capital and 
TW A. In  add ition  they support 
the strike  of 550 fl ig h t eng in­
eers who want wage increases 
and employment ru le  provisions. 
A t Am erican A irlines , 1,500 
p ilo ts w ant a cut in m onth ly  
flig h t hours, wage increases and 
ru le  changes. T he ir s trike  has 
been halted by court in ju n c ­
tion.

A t Pan-Am erican A irlines, 
the Transport W orkers Union

has postponed its s tr ike  of 
mechanics under court in ju n c ­
tion. The union demands a cul 
in the work week from 40 lo 
32 without reduction in pay. 
Ground-crew wages are cur­
rently $2.76 an hour.

The Lake C entra l A ir lines , a 
small feeder company in  the 
M idwest, has been struck since 
Nov. 24 by 33 stewardesses fo r 
a 15-cent an hour raise. They 
are the firs t members of the 
A ir  L ine  Stewards and Stew ­
ardesses Association to go on 
strike.

The companies have fought 
back w ith  ham string ing p ro ­
visions in the N ational R ailw ay 
Labor Act. Am erican has in ­
stitu ted su it against the p ilo ts 
fo r alleged lost earnings. Six 
a i r l i n e s  (Am erican, U nited, 
Eastern, TW A, C apita l and Pan 
Am erican) have an agreement 
whereby, i f  one is struck, the 
others tu rn  over income from  
diverted business.

The a irlines now carry  the 
biggest share of commercial 
passenger tra ffic  domestically. 
Four companies f ly  75% of all 
tru n k  a ir miles in the country. 
Besides a ir crews and mechan­
ics. the a irlines employ upward 
of 150,000 workers, some of 
whom, like  k itchen helpers at 
TW A, receive as lit t le  as $1.45 
an hour.

By John Thayer
The almost incredible story 

of how two Negro boys, Han­
over Thompson, aged nine, and 
Fuzzy Simpson, aged eight, were 
arrested in Monroe, North Car­
olina, because one of them had 
been kissed by a white girl 
playmate, was reported in this 
paper two weeks ago. The M il­
itant's story was based on ar­
ticles which had appeared in 
the N.Y. Post, which first told 
Northern readers of this heart­
less racist vengeance against 
children.

Since then the M ilita n t has 
uncovered add itiona l details of 
the case.
H A LF-H O U R  NOTICE

A fte r  the tw o youngsters had 
been held in' the ja il  fo r six 
days, the mothers were v isited 
at 4:30 in  the afternoon by 
policemen who inform ed them 
tha t th e ir ch ild ren  w ould be 
brought to tr ia l in ha lf an hour 
and fo r them to go to the cou rt­
house. Mrs. Simpson and Mrs. 
Evelyn Thompson im m ediate ly 
sent w ord to Robert F. W il- 

, liams, local president of the Na­
tional Association fo r the A d ­
vancement of Colored People. 
The mothers succeeded in get­
ting  to the courtroom  on time 
bu t M r. W illiam s, a rr iv in g  a 
few m inutes a fte r 5 P.M., found 
the doors locked and could not 
gain access. M eanw hile the tr ia l 
proceeded before J u d g e  J. 
Hampton Price. A social w o rk ­
er and court personnel were 
present. The ch ild  “ defendants”  
and th e ir mothers had no coun­
s e l— M r. W illiam s, who is a 
lawyer, not being allowed in 
the courtroom.
'M IG H T  GET OUT A T 21'

Three w arrants were produc­
ed against the tw o e ight and 
nine-year-o ld boys, accusing 
them of “ m olesting and assault 
upon a w h ite  fem ale.”  They 
were found g u ilty  and given 
indeterm inate sentences in the 
re fo rm ato ry  fo r Negro boys at 
Hoffm an, N.C. They were to ld 
tha t i f  they proved themselves 
w o rthy  there they m igh t be re ­
leased before they reached the 
age o f 21.

The lynch ing  o f 14-year-old 
Em m ett T il l  fo r an alleged 
“ w o lf w h is tle ”  at a w h ite  w om ­
an three years ago brought 
home to m illions  of Americans 
the fact tha t the practitioners 
of J im  Crow  are capable of the 
most b ru ta l acts against Negro 
children. B u t Monroe is in  “ en­
lightened”  N orth  Carolina, not 
in the Mississippi delta. And 
though it is reported that some 
unidentified people threatened 
violence against the parents of 
the children, it was a judge, 
with the approval of a social 
worker, who declared these 
children guilty. And this was 
done not in a healed lynch mob, 
but after a week's deliberation 
and in the calm of a courtroom.

W hile  to m inds tw isted by 
racist hatred th is may seem 
logical, i t  can be understood by 
unprejudiced people on ly  by 
understanding w hat has been 

(Continued on Page 4)

V ictim s o f  B r it is h  Im p e ria lism

Cyprus hospitals were described last October as filled 
to overflowing with Cypriotes rounded up and "questioned" 
by British troops. Injured shown above suffer from head 
wounds from rifle butts. British are keeping Cyprus in 
colonial status against w ill of majority of Cypriotes who 
want lo be free to unite w ith Greece. (See story, page 3.)

British Union M ilitan ts
\

Adopt List o f Demands
In  the face of a w itch  hunt by the cap ita lis t press and 

in tim id a tio n  by the r ig h t-w in g  labor bureaucrats, w e ll 
over 500 B ritish  trade-union m ilitan ts , h a lf of them sent 
by union locals or shop units, 
held a h ig h ly  successful rank- 
and-file conference in London 
on Nov. 16.

A fte r  lengthy debate, the con­
ference, w hich had been called 
by the Newsletter, a M arxist 
w eekly, overw he lm ing ly  adopt­
ed a Charter of W orkers’ De­
mands. I t  calls fo r (1) a m ili­
tant figh t against unem ploy­
m ent; (2) nationa lization of ma­
jo r  industries and the ir opera­
tion  under w orkers ’ contro l; (3) 
transform ation of local branches 
of the Labor P a rty  in to  cam­
paign centers to aid the unions 
in s trike  struggles; (4) restor­
ation of trade-union democracy.

For the month preceding the 
conference the B ritish  press en­
gaged in a red-ba iting  campaign 
against it, against the N ewslet­
te r and its support o f strikes, 
p a rticu la rly  of the Shell-M ex

Socialist Polls 
11,669 in N.J,

Daniel Roberts, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for 
U.S. Senator from New Jer­
sey, polled 11,669 votes in 
the Nov. 4 election. His vole 
led all other minority-party 
candidates this year in the 
slate. Four reactionary can­
didates —  H arry Krajewski, 
John J. Winberry, Winifred 
O. Perry and John D'Addel- 
ta —  polled 6013, 5481, 3062, 
and 3024 voles respectively 
for U.S. Senate. Albert A. 
Ronis, Socialist Labor Parly  
candidate for the office, poll­
ed 2936 votes.

construction s trike  where, w ith  
top union acquiescence, the 
bosses had fired J,250 workers 
to get r id  of the shop stewards. 
Headlines and stories pretended 
to discover “ plots,”  “ conspira­
cies”  and “ Red C lubs”  about to 
take over the union movement 
and engage in “ ou tlaw ”  strikes. 
'NEW SPECTER'

The clim ate in Fleet S treet 
(London’s newspaper row ) was 
w ell described by T ribune  (Nov. 
7), organ of the Labor P arty  
le ft w ing. An a rtic le  by John 
M aru llus, en titled  “ The New 
Specter,”  begins: "A  new spec­
te r is haunting B rita in  or. at 
least. Fleet Street — the spec­
te r of Trotskyism . Open the 
newspapers almost any day of 
the week and you can read of 
the machinations of l it t le  groups 
o f alleged T ro tsky ites, an ti- 
S talin ites, call them w hat they 
w ill,  w ho are supposed to exer­
cise a massive influence in the 
trade union and Labor Move­
ment.”

The press campaign built up 
to a crescendo in the hope of 
preventing or spoiling the rank- 
and-file conference of unionists 
called by the Newsletter for 
Nov. 16.

The B ritish  Com m unist P arty  
joined in the campaign. I t  fo r­
bade its members to attend the 
conference. I t  turned out its 
fu l l  strength at union meetings 
to vote against sending dele­
gates. Its  press whitewashed the 
reprisals of the r ig h t-w in g  labor 
bureaucrats against m ilitan ts  as­
sociated w ith  s tr ike  struggles 
supported by the Newsletter. 
The D a ily  W orker, fo r example, 

(Continued on Page 2)

By George Lavan  
National Fund Drive Director

Three more areas — St.
Louis, Boston and Denver —
have crossed the finish line  in 
the M ili ta n t ’s 30th Anniversary 
Fund drive. This makes six 
w h ich  have already fu lfille d  | 
th e ir pledges. To be precise, 
tha t should be amended to fu l­
fille d  or overfulfilled. For St.
Louis added an extra  do lla r to 
its  am ount pledged and the 
M ilita n t supporters in  Oakland 
ju s t don’t know  when to stop. 
A fte r having increased th e ir 
o rig ina l pledge from  $300 to
$340, the Oakland comrades 
have kept on going to th is
w eek’s figure of $442 or 130%. 
And a note in the last heavily  
laden envelope from  them fo re ­
warns, “ More w il l  fo llo w .”
TWO CLOSE TO F IN IS H

In  add ition  to the finishers, 
both Connecticut and A llen­
town, are fa r down the home 
stretch — w ith in  10% or less 
o f the pledges they have as­
sumed.

Sally Conti of Boston, who
has been quoted previously in 
th is  column, sent the fo llow ing  
le tte r whose laconic style and 
Yankee rectitude made redun­
dant the postm ark showing it 
was from  New England; “ En­

closed please find check in 
amount o f $90 fu lf i l l in g  our 
quota of $450. Comrade Frank­
lin deserves c red it fo r  co llect­
ing the money, all I  d id  was 
m a il the checks.”

From San Diego, w hich jo in ­
ed our scoreboard a fte r the 
Fund was three weeks under 
way, comes the fo llo w in g  mes­
sage: “ The comrades here have 
asked me to assure you tha t we 
w il l  make our quota and w il l  
get i t  in  before the deadline.”

A nd from  Pittsburgh: “ We
have had a lo t of illness, but 
lik e  a ll good socialists we may 
be down b u t never out. So 
enclosed find money order fo r 
$5.”

From Los Angeles w ith  a 
paym ent of $310 came the fo l­
low ing : “ I ’m sure we w il l  be 
able to make our quota on 
tim e .”

From  Allentown: came $41 
and “ I ’m sure w e’ll have th is 
balance in before the 15th.”

Connecticut, also a latecomer 
to the scoreboard by three 
weeks, apparently was too 
rushed to do any w rit in g  — 
s im p ly  sent in $73. This leaves 
on ly  $27 to go.

From Philadelphia a payment 
of $58 and “ We are going to 
try  to make i t . ”

C ontributions to the “ Gen­
era l”  category in  the past few  
weeks have come from  such 
places as Outlook, M ont., (two 
contribu tions); S i o u x  Falls, 
South Dakota; Newberg, Ore­
gon; Elma, W ashington: Prince 
Rupert, B ritish  Colum bia; as 
w e ll as a $5 con tribu tion  and a 
ve ry  in te resting  le tte r from  a 
M ilita n t reader in Georgia who 
said among other things, “ There 
is no th ing I believe in  any 
more than socialism and I w il l  
be w atch ing  the g row th  of 
your fund .”

W hat is the overa ll picture? 
The Fund has now reached 74% 
o f the $18,000 goal. From  the 
date of the present scoreboard 
(see page 3) there are 13 more 
days to fin ish on time and in 
full. Dec. 15 is our target date. 
None of the areas which have 
made pledges are in a very 
bad way though m any are be­
hind schedule. O f the three 
which up t i l l  Nov. 11 had been 
unable to make any payments, 
tw o have already completed 
and the other is ve ry  close. 
So now is the tim e fo r a ll good 
socialists to make tha t extra 
effort, to dig deep, to scrape 
and sacrifice, and lo  blow  out 
the safety valve on our 30th 
Ann iversary steam gauge.

Basic Socialist 
Issues Debated 
In C leveland
Representative Gathering Reviews 
1958  Socialist Election Policy

B y H a rry  Ring
C L E V E L A N D , Nov. 30 —  The Conference of Am erican Socialists w hich was held  

here yesterday and today was the most broadly representative gathering of socialists 
to sit together in one hall in m any decades. I t  convened to discuss the experiences of 
socialists in the 1958 elections* 
and to exchange views on the
prospects for the further de­
velopment of united socialist 
political action with an eye to 
the 1960 elections.

Called on the in it ia t iv e  of a 
group of Ohio socialists of va ry ­
ing views, the impetus fo r the 
gathering came in large meas­
ure from  the united socialist 
campaigns in New York, C a li­
fornia, Washington and Chicago. 
As proposed in advance by the 
Ohio sponsoring com m ittee and 
by v ir tu a lly  a ll national spon­
sors, the conference lim ited  i t ­
self to a discussion of po litica l 
and practica l issues. By unan i­
mous vote it was agreed to re ­
convene no la te r than one year 
from  today to decide w hether 
or not to enter a united social­
ist Presidentia l ticke t in the 
1960 elections.
C O M M ITTEE ELECTED

The steering comm ittee o f the 
Ohio sponsoring group was es­
tablished as a Committee of 
Correspondence to function  in 
cooperation w ith  the national 
sponsors. It has the responsib il­
ity  fo r p rom oting a continu ing  
exchange of view's and exper­
iences and, in consultation w ith  
the national sponsors, to estab­
lish the date of the next na­
tional gathering.

Secretary of the Ohio com­
m ittee is E ric Reinthaler, a 
defendant in the Cleveland 
T a ft-H a rtle y  “ conspiracy”  case. 
The national sponsors are a 
broadly representative body of 
independents and spokesmen

Vincent Hallinan, strong 
champion of united socialist 
electoral action in California, 
was guest speaker at public 
meeting in connection with  
Cleveland Socialist Confer­
ence.

fo r various socialist tendencies. 
The steering com m ittee w il l  
seek fu r th e r expansion of th is 
group.

In terms o f numbers, the as­
semblage v'as modest. One hun ­
dred and th ir ty  people reg ister­
ed to partic ipa te  as delegates or 
observers and 110 actua lly  sign­
ed in. A  severe storm  prevented 
a good num ber from  attending.

The political significance of 
the gathering was underscored 
by the unusual interest paid lo

it by all segments of the radi­
cal movement, whether friendly 
or hostile. A ll of the organized 
groups had been invited to at­
tend, along with unaffiliaied 
socialists. The Socialist Labor 
Party and Socialist Party-So­
cial Democratic F e d e r a t i o n  
had both publicly rejected the 
invitation and denounced the 
parley in advance. The Com­
munist Party gave no public 
indication of its attitude. Yet 
all three parties were repre­
sented at the conference along 
with the Socialist Workers 
Party which had urged m axi­
mum participation by all so­
cialists. .

Irv in g  Snail, national secre­
ta ry  o f the SP-SDF, was pres­
ent th roughout as an observer, 
along w ith  Max Shachtman and 
Herman Benson, fo rm e r leaders 
of the Independent Socialist 
League whose members recent­
ly  jo ined the SP-SDF. The So­
c ia lis t Labor P a rty  registered 
an observer. I t  also presented 
a lengthy statem ent exp la in ing  
w hy i t  was not partic ipa ting , 
w ith  copies fo r each delegate, 
and d is tribu ted  its paper and 
various leaflets and pamphlets.

The C om m unist P a rty  was 
represented by A rno ld  Johnson 
of New Y ork  and Sam Kush- 
ner, Chicago ed ito r of the 
W orker. E xp la in ing  th a t his 
partic ipa tion  did not mean en­
dorsement of the conference, 
Johnson was a speaker at the 

(Continued on Page 2)

French Vote Reinforces 
De Gaulle Dictatorship

By L illia n  K iezel
Overwhelming victory of the 

Gaullisl forces in the recent 
elections for the French N a­
tional Assembly means further 
consolidation of de Gaulle's 
"strong-man" state.

The Union of the New Re­
public, organized by Jacques 
Soustelle and other semi-fascist 
figures, has become the largest 
party  in  France w ith  32.1% of 
the to ta l vote and 188 seats in  
the Assembly. Soustelle and 
other UNR organizers led the 
A lgerian  coup last M ay that 
brought dc Gaulle to power. 
The Independents (Conserva­
tives) sw'ept along by the r ig h t­
ist W’ave won 132 seats as 
against 95 in  1956. These tw o 
parties between them have 
swept up a ll the extreme r ig h t­
ists inc lud ing  the Poujade fo l­
lowers, who were reduced to 
one seat in the Assembly. 
DOWN TO 10 SEATS

A lthough i t  is the second 
largest pa rty  w ith  20% of the 
popular vote, the Communist 
P arty  dropped from  144 seats in 
the old Assembly to 10 in the 
new one. The party  lost 20% 
of its vo ting  strength and 90% 
o f its assembly seats since the 
1956 elections. P a rty  leader 
Jacques Duclos was defeated, 
although M aurice Thorez jus t 
barely squeezed in to  the As­
sembly. The Socialist P a rty  lost 
many o f its leading deputies 
and dropped to 40 seats in the 
Assembly from  91 held in 1956.

The G au llis t sweep plus re ­
strictions on the Assembly in ­
corporated in the constitu tion 
adopted by referendum  last 
September, bolsters de G aulle ’s 
power When he is elected Presi­
dent on Dec. 21, reports the 
N.Y. Herald Tribune. "He w ill 
have power to appoint and re­
move Premiers, to dissolve the 
Assembly if  he deems this 
necessary, and in a national 
emergency, lo assume dictator­
ial powers by proclamation. 
The Assembly can pass laws 
only in circumscribed fields and

DE GAULLE

may meet for only five and one 
half months of the year."

Two factors combined to give 
the Gaullists th e ir electoral v ic ­
tory. F irs t, the ca re fu lly  rigged 
m a jo rity  electoral law  w hich 
was employed this year fo r the 
firs t tim e  since 1936. De G aulle ’s 
constitu tion  did away w ith  p ro ­
portiona l representation. The 
firs t round called fo r an abso­
lu te  m a jo rity  vote fo r a candi­
date in his d is tric t. O n ly a 
p lu ra lity  was needed to elect 
in  the second round (Nov. 30). 
M aneuvering and coalitions de­
veloped among the r ig h t-w in g  
groups between the tw o rounds 
which resulted in defeat fo r the 
d isunited w o rk ing  class forces. 
M ID D LE  CLASS SH IFT

Second, and more fundam en­
tal, the m iddle class and pos­
s ib ly  a section o f the workers, 
swung behind the pa rty  o f the 
A lgerian  coup. The m idd le  class 
has no program of its own in 
modern society. Its tendency in 
tim e  o f crisis is to jo in  w ith  
the boldest-appearing force. The 
fact tha t the w o rk in g  class

leadership — C om m unist Party  
and Social Dem ocratic — pre­
sented no dynam ic a lte rna tive  
to the ro t o f the F ou rth  Re­
public (indeed, were identified  
w ith  i t  to the end) repelled the 
m idd le  class. The A lgerian  
coup and de G aulle ’s tak ing  
power won the m idd le  class for 
the tim e being because o f the 
aggressiveness o f the actions. 
The working-class w ill regain 
the support of the middle class 
and more politically backward 
workers only by struggling on 
a clear-cut socialist program 
including the program of inde­
pendence for Algeria as the 
way to end the Algerian war.

The French w o rk in g  class o r­
ganizations have been placed 
on the defensive by the w hole 
series o f events since de Gaulle 
gained power last May. F u r­
therm ore, the in it ia t iv e  is w ith  
the cap ita lis t class, now  tha t i t  
has strengthened its  p o lit ica l 
s tructure  to a considerable ex­
tent. However, the C om m unist 
P a rty  is s til l (he second largest 
in  France. The Socia list P a rty  
received 15% of the pop­
u la r vote. The unions are in ­
tact. A  basic test of s trength 
has no t ye t taken place, a l­
though big business w il l  be 
pressing ever more v igorously 
fo r the showdown.

C onfron ting  the w orkers of 
France is a life  and death 
struggle to defend th e ir or­
ganizations and th e ir prior 
gains. They need to prepare. 
They cannot do i t  along the 
po licy o f the C om m unist Party  
leadership which looks not to 
the independent m ob iliza tion  
of the w orkers ’ strength bu t to 
class-collaborationist alliances, 
as fo r instance last May, when 
the CP deputies in P arliam ent 
voted emergency powers to 
P rem ier P flim lin  in  the hope 
of stopping de Gaulle. Success­
ful resistance to the attacks by  
the Gaullists would create the 
basis for the working class re­
gaining the initiative and pass­
ing over to the offensive.

Carolina Negro Community 
Fights Racist Persecution

St. Louis, Boston, Denver Complete Fund
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Highlights 
Of Cleveland 

Conference
The w ide range o f socialist v iew po in ts in Cleveland 

Was reflected in the publications sent fo r inclusion in the k its  
g iven to each partic ipant. The k its  included copies of the Na­
tio n a l Guardian, W orker, M ilita n t, Young Socialist, W eekly 
People, M on th ly  Review, Am erican Socialist and In te rna tiona l 
Socia list Review. There w ere catalogues from  Pioneer Pub­
lishers, M o n th ly  Review Press, L ib e rty  Book C lub and In te r ­
na tiona l Publishers. F rom  B rita in , there was lite ra tu re  from  
the V ic to ry  fo r  Socialism group.

*  *  *

Some of the delegates were seeking score cards to identify 
the different tendencies represented at the conference. One 
such delegate was in a car headed back to New York. He was 
dozing in  the back seat as the car went through Pennsylvania 
but he heard someone remark, "This is Mennonite territory." 
His eyes popped open, and he demanded to know, "Who did 
they split from?"

•  *  *

D uring  a d inner conversation, Rev. Joseph P. K ing , who 
ran  as U nited Socialist candidate fo r Congress in Chicago said 
that m any Negroes in  his d is tr ic t were impressed by the num ­
ber o f w hites collecting signatures to get h im  on the ballo t. 
He said they viewed i t  as a s ign ifican t demonstration o f in te r­
rac ia l un ity .

*  •  *

The conference attracted a good deal of attention from the 
Cleveland press, with reporters popping all kinds of questions. 
W illiam  Price, publicity director for the Independent-Socialist 
campaign in New York, stepped into the breach to handle press 
relations. One reporter asked if he could explain the 2,000 
word statement from the Socialist Labor Party outlining why 
it  was not participating in the conference. Price referred her 
to a section of the document which said, "Let us gel down to 
fundamentals: Labor is a commodity."

*  *  *

N ew Y o rk ’s Independent-Socialist P a rty  was w e ll repre­
sented at the conference. Besides Price, seven members o f the 
ISP  A d m in is tra tive  Com m ittee attended. These were John T. 
McManus, D r. Annette  Rubinstein, A lb e rt B lum berg, B ert Deck, 
George S tryker, Irv in g  B e in in  and Otto Skottedal. A t least 
fo u r other com m ittee members were prevented from  attending 
by illness or trave l conditions.

*  *  •

The extensive discussion of independent socialist political 
action vs. working within the Democratic Party led Sam Kushner, 
Chicago editor of the Worker, to declare at one point: "After 
listening to the debate here I  almost get the feeling that I'm  
h Democratic precinct committee captain."

•  » *

McManus d rew  a good laugh when he commented: "You 
know  the Communist P arty  is addicted to ‘se lf-c ritic ism ’ and 
la te ly  in  the W orker I ’ve been the subject o f a good deal of i t . ”

*  *  *

During a panel presentation. W illiam  F. Warde indicated 
bow the views of the Socialist Workers Party differed from 
those of other tendencies. In  the course of his remarks he men­
tioned that the former Independent Socialist League (no rela­
tion to the New York Independent-Socialist Party) had given 
Up its adherence to Leninism and Trotskyism. This was chal­
lenged by Herman Benson, a leader of the former ISL, who 
■¿touted "That's not true!" The following is from a Sept. 28 
Statement by the IS L  Political Committee printed in Labor 
Action and announcing dissolution of the organization and its 
entry into the Socialist Parly-Social Democratic Federation: 
"We do not subscribe to any creed known as Leninism or de­
fined as such. We do not subscribe to any creed known as 
Trotskyism or defined as such."

*  *  »

A very  m oving part o f the public ra lly  was a dram atic pres­
entation lay Je rry  Gordon and M yron Pershing of excerpts 
from  speeches by Eugene Debs.

New York Sub-Getters Pace 
M ilita n t Subscription Drive

B y K aro lyn  K erry  
Subscription Campaign Director

M any of our readers and sub­
scribers ate confronted a t th is 
time o f the year w ith  the p rob­
lem of exchanging g ifts  and 
greetings w ith  th e ir friends 
ahd relatives. For those who 
find it  hard to choose a g if t  o f 
lasting value to f i t  a lim ite d  
budget, m ay we suggest: Take 
advantage of our C lub Sub­
scription Plan. For five  dollars 
you can buy a book o f 6 s ix- 
tnortth subs to the M ilita n t. For 
fc g ift th a t w i l l  be re a lly  ap- 
Jjheciated at a cost o f l it t le  
m o fft than a fancy greeting 
ta rd  you can earn the g ra titude 
o f the rec ip ien t as w e ll as the 
M ilitant staff and business o f­
fice. in  th is  w ay you make you r 
C hristm as g iv ing  serve double 
i t i t y .

I t  is a lways g ra tify in g  to re ­
ceive fro m  our ha rd -w ork ing  
Supporters expressions of ap­
precia tion  fo r  the job  being 
done by  our staff. This week, 
Comrade C.S. w rite s  on behalf 
6 i ou r M ilita n t supporters 
g roup in  the T w in  C ities: “ You 
comrades in  the center are do­
in g  such a fine job  o f tu rn in g  
o u t the  best paper in  the 
coun try  and g iv in g  us an in ­
sp ira tion  fo r an energetic cam­
paign tha t you deserve fa r be t­
te r  response than you ’ve re ­
ceived up to  now .”  Thank you

fo r the com plim ent and fo r the 
three T w in  C ities subs tha t ac­
companied it.

Speaking o f the response to 
our sub campaign to date — 
the results o f the past tw o 
weeks show a decline over the 
average o f 50 subs per week 
since the beginning o f the 
campaign. The to ta l fo r the 
tw o-w eek period is 72 new sub­
scriptions and renewals. New  
York leads the fie ld again w ith  
a to ta l o f 19 fo r the period. Los 
Angeles is next w ith  13. Phila­
delphia and San Francisco are 
tied  w ith  8 each and M ilw au­
kee, Cleveland, Chicago and 
Seattle t ra il  w ith  6, 5, 4, and 4, 
respectively.

O ur Philade lph ia  campaign 
d irecto r w rites: “ We had a 
m ob iliza tion  last Sunday and 
are p lanning another th is  com­
ing Sunday . . .  I  am th in k in g  
o f proposing a tw o-w eek ex­
tension because of our late 
sta rt.”  The proposal fo r  an ex­
tension has been suggested by 
o ther M ilita n t groups and es­
sen tia lly  fo r the same reason. 
We are g iv ing  serious consider­
ation to th is  proposal to give 
our M ilita n t supporters a l it t le  
more tim e to fu l f i l l  th e ir 
quotas. L e t us know  w ha t you 
th in k  o f the idea.

Five Will Get You Six
$5 w ill gel you six half-year trial subscriptions to

THE MILITANT
A sk you r friends to jo in  you in the figh t fo r a socialist 

w orld . Use th is  club subscription b lank fo r yourse lf and 
yo u r friends.

N am e.............................................................................

Address ..................................................................  Zone

C ity  ........................................................  State .............

Send w ith  $5 to The M ilita n t, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
New Y o rk  3, N .Y. We w il l  send you six prepaid sub­
scrip tion  blanks.

The following are excerpts from the Charter 
of Workers' Demands as amended and adopted 
by the National Industrial Rank-and-File Con­
ference called by the Newsletter in Holborn 
Hall, London, Nov. 16:

. . . H a lf a m illio n  are id le  in th is  country 
at th is  moment. A nd many of the machines tha t 
should be enrich ing the lives o f a ll o f us are 
id le  too. There are a m illio n  fam ilies whose 
breadw inner is e ither n u t o f a job  or on short 
time. M illions  more are seriously w orried  about 
the danger tha t soon they also w il l  be out o f 
w ork . The unem ploym ent figure is ris ing  by 
30,000 a month and share (stock] values are 
ris ing  too.

In  our opinion the tim e to figh t unem ploy­
m ent is now, w h ile  the greater part o f our class 
is s ti l l  in  the factories. We must figh t unem­
ploym ent before i t  grows any more — above 
a ll by refusing to the em ployer the r ig h t to hire 
and fire  at w il l.
D EM ANDS

We demand: (1) the sharing of a ll available 
w o rk  w ith o u t loss o f pay.

(2) S o lid a rity  action w ith  a ll sections re ­
sisting sackings (fir in g s !.

(3) A  nationa l protest campaign led by the 
Trades U nion Congress and the Labor Party, in ­
c lud ing  a one-day nationa l stoppage against un­
employment.

(4) No d iscrim ination  against colored workers.
(5) S o lida rity  between unemployed workers 

and those in  w o rk  to prevent the use o f unem ­
ployed men as blacklegs (strikebreakers].

(6) P rotection of shop stewards: a ll strikes 
against v ic tim iza tion  to receive the fu ll back­
ing of the union concerned.

(7) A  campaign fo r a real determ ined figh t

fo r the 40-hour week and less hours, w ithou t loss 
of pay, to reduce the grow ing unemployment. 
(The 44-hour week is prevalent in  B r ita in ].

. . . The root cause o f unem ploym ent lies in 
the p riva te  ownership fo r p riva te  p ro fit o f the 
means of production. To remove an industry  
from  the incom petent and greedy hands of 
profiteers is the w ay to ensure jobs and decent 
liv in g  standards fo r the men who w o rk  in  it.
. . . The nationa liza tion  we envisage is na­
tiona liza tion  under workers' control.

We demand: (1) The nationa lization by the 
next Labor governm ent of the engineering, sh ip ­
bu ild ing , bu ild ing  and te x tile  industries and of 
the land of b ig landowners.

(2) No compensation to the fo rm er owners 
o f these industries.

(3) No representatives o f big business to 
have a say in the runn ing  o f these industries.

(4) C ontro l o f these industries to be in  the 
hands of dem ocratically elected w orkers’ councils. 
PROBLEM OF LABOR PAR TY

Another problem we have considered is tha t 
o f the Labor Party. We state w ith o u t hesitation 
tha t the m ain th ing  w rong w ith  the Labor P arty  
is tha t i t  lacks a m ilita n t socialist policy, and 
tha t th is is la rge ly  because i t  is contro lled by a 
ju n ta  o f m iddle-class Fabians and fu ll- t im e  trade 
union officials. The rank  and file  in the trade 
unions and local Labor Parties no longer have 
a say in determ in ing the policy of the Party . . . 
O n ly the rank and file  can b ring  the pa rty  back 
to its o rig ina l (socia list] purpose and restore 
the socialist v is ion and energy o f the pioneers 
of our movement. . . .

We appeal to indus tria l w orkers: (1) To 
ensure tha t the ir trade union branches are fu l ly  
represented on local and constituency Labor 
Parties. (2) To figh t fo r the adoption of m ilita n t

socialist policies and fo r the restoration of 
democracy w ith in  the pa rty . (3) To make the 
local parties campaign centers in the indus tria l 
struggle, tha t w il l  give the utmost moral and 
m ateria l help to all w orkers in  dispute in the ir 
pa rticu la r loca lity . (4) To s tr ive  fo r united action 
on agreed policies w ithou t d iscrim ina tion  w h ile  
free ly  and openly thrashing out differences where 
these exist. (5) To recognize tha t the Labor Party  
was created by the trade unions and is founded 
upon them, and tha t m a jor po litica l questions 
should be regu la rly  discussed in trade union 
branches.
TR A D E-U N IO N  DEM OCRACY

Last but not least, we have considered the 
problem of the trade unions. For many years the 
contro l of the unions has been passing into the 
hands of the fu ll- t im e  paid officia ls. In  many 
unions these offic ia ls have in practice replaced 
the elected offic ia ls . . . We ar<^ firm ly  opposed 
to the creation of new trade unions or o f any 
sort of ’b reakaw ay’ organizations whatever. We 
believe, on the contrary, tha t the rank and file 
have the power, and the responsib ility , to re ­
store trade union democracy, so tha t the unions 
can be better equipped to defend th e ir m em ­
bers. . . .

We demand: (1) No appointm ent of trade 
union officials, bu t th e ir periodical election, w ith  
the r ig h t of recall. (2) Salaries, expenses and 
delegation fees o f union offic ia ls to be determ ined 
by the average wages of the members o f tha t 
union. . . .  (4) A nnua l po licy-m aking  conferences 
o f the rank and file  in a ll unions. . . .  (6) Fullest 
consultation w ith  the mem bership in  fo rm ula ting, 
presenting and figh ting  fo r demands, and in the 
acceptance of settlements. . . .  (9) A  vigorous 
campaign fo r  100% trade unionism to seal up 
a ll gaps in  organization. . . .

(Continued from Page 1)
in its headlines even called 
these v ic tim s “ troublem akers”  
as did the cap ita lis t press and 
the labor-fakers engaged in 
selling out the Shell-M ex strike. 
The S ta lin is t jou rna l W orld 
News carried a series of articles 
replete w ith  fake and doctored 
“ quotations”  from  the N ew slet­
te r to “ prove”  the reactionary 
character o f T rotskyism  and to 
persuade its readers to boycott 
the conference.

REPRESENT 38,000
Despite a ll these efforts, dele­

gates representing 37,752 o r­
ganized workers attended the 
conference w h ile  several hun ­
dred others present as in d iv id ­
uals o r observers would have 
been o ffic ia l delegates had it 
not been fo r the bans and p ro ­
scriptions pu t on attendance by 
th e ir top union officials. None­
theless the conference attend­
ance was h igh ly  representative 
of B ritish  labor. There were 
miners, longshoremen, construc­
tion  workers, e lectrica l workers, 
ra ilw aym en, bus men, auto 
workers, seamen, etc. They came 
from Wales, Scotland — sacri­
ficing half a day's pay — from 
Birmingham, Coventry, Leeds, 
Liverpool, Manchester and Shef­
field. There were colored and 
colonial workers employed in 
Britain. Thirty members of the 
Communist Parly attended.

The a ttitude  of these m ilitan ts  
tow ard the conference was ex­
plained thus by one delegate, 
Lawrence Daly, a coal m iner 
from  Glencraig, who said: “ I 
am an ex-m ember of the Com­
munist Party. But the comrade 
w ith  me is a member o f the 
Com m unist Party  and he has 
come despite Dennis G oodw in ’s 
artic les in W orld  News. This is 
not to say tha t he agrees w ith  
the N ew sletter and disagrees1 
w ith  W orld News. B u t i f  we can 
get u n ity  in action despite d if ­
ferences in  po litica l ideas we

shall be s ta rting  to get th ings 
m oving very  rap id ly  indeed.”

TWO POINTS ON AGENDA
The ed ito ria l board o f the 

Newsletter subm itted to the as­
semblage a d ra ft charter of 
w orkers’ demands. This had 
been prin ted and publicized be­
fore the conference. Am end­
ments proposed by the dele­
gates were mimeographed and 
d is tribu ted  to a ll present and

discussed in the debate. There 
were tw o main points on the 
agenda: (1) How to figh t the 
employers; the role o f the shop 
stewards’ movement and rank- 
and-file organization; (2) U nem ­
ploym ent and the color bar 
(d iscrim ination).

The conference began at 10 
A.M . w ith  a welcom ing address 
by Peter F ryer, founder of the 
Newsletter. Thereupon B rian 
Behan, construction w orke r and

member o f the N ewsletter’s ed­
ito r ia l board, recently expelled 
from  the B u ild ing  Trades W o rk ­
ers union fo r his association 
w ith  the Newsletter, presented 
the C harter of W orkers’ De­
mands. The rem ainder of the 
one-day conference was given 
over to discussion from  the 
floor. Of seven amendments 
moved from the floor lhe con­
ference adopted five as well as 
an addendum. There were 22

speakers in the debates. Finally 
the amended Charter of W ork­
ers’ Demands was accepted 
with but two votes against and 
less than a dozen abstentions.

B ritish  cap ita lism ’s most au­
th o rita tive  s p o k e s m a n ,  the 
Times, headed its account “ L e ft- 
w ing  M eeting W ell A ttended— 
Demand fo r ‘M ilita n t Socialist 
Policies’ ”  and reported the ha ll 
“ com fortab ly filled  by “ a n o t­
able array of m ilitan ts  who

have preached th e ir doctrines 
to some purpose in several un­
o ffic ia l strikes.”  A no ther a rtic le  
pointed out tha t the conference 
had “ brought together a num ­
ber o f experienced unoffic ia l 
s tr ike  leaders”  and tha t the 
C om m unist P arty  leaders had 
shown th e ir “ annoyance and 
a n x ie ty ”  w ith  th is development. 
Then hopefu lly  the Times ques­
tioned w hether the m ilitan ts  
could “ cohere fo r long.”

...Socialist Election Policy Debated in Cleveland
( Continued from Page 1)

opening panel on socialist and 
labor independent po litica l ac­
tion. Kushner presented the CP 
stand in the panel. “ Where Do 
We Go from  Here?”  On the 
basis of the flo o r debate, I 
w ould estimate tha t perhaps a 
dozen other members or sup­
porters of the CP partic ipated 
in the conference.

A  tabu la tion of 82 of the 110 
present showed representation 
from  13 states. A m in im um  of 
30 active unionists were present, 
inc lud ing  a ha lf dozen or more 
local or in te rna tiona l officials. 
There were at least 14 students, 
tw o o f them in high school. 
They included members of so­
c ia lis t clubs at the U n ive rs ity  
of Wisconsin, O berlin , U n ive r­
s ity  of Chicago, Wayne U n ive r­
s ity  and Western Reserve. 
COMPLETE SPECTRUM

P olitica l opinion ranged from  
C hristian Socialism to the u ltra - 
le ftism  of the late Hugo Oeh- 
le r’s R evolu tionary W orkers 
League. (Oehler’s group d issolv­
ed several years ago bu t one 
pa rtic ipan t presented h im self 
as a member o f its  national 
committee.)

The p rinc ipa l issue in debate 
was independent po litica l ac­
tion  as opposed to w ork ing  in 
the Democratic P arty  and sup­
po rting  its  slates. The great 
m a jo rity  o f the conference fa v ­
ored independent socialist po­
lit ic a l action.

The strength of the sentim ent 
fo r independent socialist action 
was reflected in  the Commu­
n ist P arty  spokesmen using a 
defensive line  of argum entation 
fo r th e ir  po licy of w o rk ing  
w ith in  and supporting the Dem ­
ocratic Party. Throughout, John­
son, Kushner and others ins is t­
ed tha t the ir pa rty  had no i l ­
lusions as to the poss ib ility  of 
capturing  or changing the Dem ­
ocratic Party . T he ir sole con­
cern, they said, was to get in to  
the Democratic P a rty  in order 
to  lead w orkers out of it. V ir ­
tu a lly  every argum ent fo r the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  line  was 
couched in the most m ilita n t, 
le ft-w in g  way possible, consid­
ering the class-collaborationist 
nature of the policy.

Johnson and Kushner's argu­
mentation bore little  relation to 
the reality of the CP line. Its 
policy is not merely "going in­
to the Democratic Party to take 
the workers out." Nationally 
and locally in 1958, the CP 
stumped for the Big Business 
candidates of the Democratic 
Party. In  New York, it thor­
oughly discredited itself among 
radicals by supporting the cold- 
warrior Harriman and levelling 
its main fire against the Inde­
pendent-Socialists who present­
ed a socialist anti-war alterna­
tive to both Harriman and 
Rockefeller.

W hile  the debate made clear 
tha t the pro-Dem ocratic party  
position was a d is tinc t m ino rity , 
i t  was also apparent tha t there 
were tw o d iffe ring  approaches 
preva lent among those opposed 
to w o rk in g  w ith in  the Demo­

cratic party-. One view, gener­
a lly  associated w ith  the Social­
ist W orkers Party , is tha t if  
socialists are to bu ild  th e ir own 
movement they should no! sup­
po rt candidates of e ither capi­
ta lis t pa rty  at any time. The 
second view, generally associat­
ed w ith  the N ational Guardian, 
is tha t w h ile  socialists should 
oppose the tw o m a jo r parties 
they should not ru le  ou t on 
princ ip le  the possib ility  of sup­
po rting  one or more candidates 
of these parties.

On the basis of the floo r d is­
cussion and conversations w ith  
delegates, I w ould  estimate that 
a m a jo rity  of the independent 
socialists at the conference pres­
en tly  support the v iew po in t 
tha t socialist po litica l action 
should not e lim inate support to 
Democratic o r Republican can­
didates where the s itua tion  is 
deemed to w a rran t it. This ap­
proach, however, is a fa r cry 
from  the CP line, fo r i t  sees 
independent socialist po litica l 
action as the p rim a ry  task. (See 
ed ito ria l, page three.)
SO C IA LIST DEM OCRACY

The second im portan t issue 
on w h ich  there were d ivergent 
views expressed was tha t of 
socialism and democracy, par­
tic u la r ly  as i t  relates to the a t­
titude  of socialists tow ard the 
Soviet regime. Here i t  can be 
said tha t fo u r d iffe ring  stands 
were represented.

The p rim a ry  function  of the 
SP-SDF observers at the con­
ference was to try  to exp lo it 
th is issue fo r red-ba iting p u r­
poses. For them  the crimes of 
the Khrushchev bureaucracy 
are a convenient p re text fo r 
support of Western im peria lism  
in its d rive  against the Soviet 
Union. T he ir “ tac tic ”  in  re la ­
tion to the conference was the 
in troduction  o f a resolution 
based on th e ir essential line  
w hich they assumed w ould be 
defeated, thus a ffo rd ing  them a 
fu rth e r oppo rtun ity  to smear 
the conference partic ipants as 
supporters of “ to ta lita rian ism .” 
Since the conference had agreed 
in advance to l im it  itse lf to an 
exchange of views, the SP-SDF 
resolution, along w ith  others, 
was d is tribu ted  to the p a rtic i­
pants w ith  none pu t to a vote.

The other side of the SP- 
SDF coin, the o ffic ia l CP posi­
tion, was given by A rno ld  John­
son who tr ied  to establish that 
anyone who expressed concern 
fo r w orkers democracy or c iv il 
libe rties  in the Soviet Union 
was, by tha t fact, in the anti- 
Soviet camp or on the way 
there.

A n  SWP spokesman advanc­
ed the position tha t socialists 
should fu l ly  support the move­
ment of the Soviet w orkers fo r 
socialist democracy bu t should 
also v igorously combat the e f­
forts of the cap ita lis t powers to 
exp lo it th is  issue fo r  th e ir 
coun ter-revo lu tionary aims.

Am ong the independents, 
many recognize the need fo r 
reforms in the Soviet U nion but 
feel tha t the present general

S ocia lis t Candidates in  ’58

Rev. Joseph P. King, who ran as United Socialist can­
didate for Congress in Chicago, and Dr. Annette T. Rubin­
stein, Independent-Socialist Party candidate for Lieutenant- 
Governor of New York. Both participated in Cleveland 
Conference.

process of developm ent is in 
the rig h t d irection.

While there were differences 
over the lack of socialist dem­
ocracy in the Soviet Union, 
there was no dearth of socialist 
democracy at the conference it­
self. A ll viewpoints were heard 
in an orderly, fraternal atmos­
phere. As John T. McManus 
quipped, even the observers of 
the observers got the floor.

The p rinc ip le  o f non-exclu­
sion was c learly  established at 
th is na tiona l gathering as it  had 
bben at the New Y o rk  Inde­
pendent - Socialist conference 
last June. The old CP edict, 
o f t e n  successfully enforced, 
against the inclusion of the 
SWP in gatherings of socialists 
was la id  to its final rest in 
Cleveland.

One delegate from  New Y ork  
recounting her experience in 
the ISP campaign, described 
how a fte r long years of p re ju ­
dice she had learned by expe ri­
ence tha t she couid w o rk  w ith  
and respect the members of the 
SWP.

A leading figure from  one of 
the student socialist clubs de­
clared, “ I absorbed a lo t of 
stereotypes, perhaps from  m y 
fa m ily . One th ing  th is  confer­
ence made me realize is tha t 
there are socialists of other 
views that I can discuss w ith . 
I t  came as a surprise, but i t ’s 
so.”

R eferring to the role of the 
SWP members in the ISP cam­
paign, Annette Rubinstein said, 
“ I f  some of us had been offered 
a M ilita n t three or fo u r years 
ago we w ould  have recoiled as 
i f  i t  were a snake. B u t we 
found them honest people, w ith  
in te g rity  and capable of w o rk ­
ing lo ya lly  together.”

A t the same tim e when one 
partic ipan t castigated the Com­
m unist P a rty  as representing 
“ red facism,”  a union o ffic ia l 
w ith  no sym pathy fo r  the po l­

icies of the CP rose on a po in t 
o f order, po in ting  out tha t 
nam e-calling had no place at a 
socialist conference devoted to  
the exchange o f ideas. He was 
im m ediate ly upheld by cha ir­
man E ric  R ein thaler and v ig ­
orously applauded by the entire  
gathering.

PANEL DISCUSSIONS
The day and a h a lf o f discus­

sion was organized in to  fou r 
consecutive panels, w ith  repre­
sentatives of d iffe ren t v ie w ­
points m aking ten m inute  pre­
sentations fo llow ed by discus­
sion from  the floor.

The opening session was de­
voted to “ E lectoral A c tiv ity  and 
Advancing Labor’s Independent 
P o litica l A ction .”  Dr. H olland 
Roberts, who polled 400,000 
votes as a un ited socialist nom ­
inee fo r C a lifo rn ia  Superinten­
dent of Public Instruction , said 
the Independent Voters of C a li­
fo rn ia  w ith  w hich he is now 
associated, had decided tha t as 
independents “ we could serve 
the people be tter than as a so­
c ia lis t organization.”

V incent H a llinan, chairman 
of the new ly-fo rm ed C a lifo rn ia  
U nited Socialist P o litica l Action 
Committee, saw the Democratic 
P a rty ’s sweep as im peding the 
c iv il r igh ts  figh t because the 
Democrats w ould now seek to 
hold onto its D ix iecra t w ing  fo r 
1960. He strong ly urged con tin ­
uation o f united socialist e f­
forts.

Rev. Joseph P. K in g  describ­
ed his campaign as U n ited  So­
c ia lis t candidate fo r Congress 
in Chicago’s Second D is tric t. 
He rapped those “ people I w o rk ­
ed w ith  fo r 25 years who de­
nounced me fo r opposing a 
pa rty  tha t lynches my people.”  
He said, “ I w il l  w o rk  w ith  any 
socialist group tha t wants to 
fig h t the parties tha t oppress 
m y people and the workers. We 
w il l  never have anyth ing  as

long as we have Republicans 
and Democrats.”

A rno ld  Johnson saw the Dem ­
ocratic v ic to ry  as “ a mandate 
fo r labor’s righ ts ”  and asserted 
that many socialists have ne­
glected developments in  the 
Democratic pa rty  and “ th is  has 
isolated them .”  He said his 
party  would continue to try  to 
w o rk  w ith in  the Democratic 
Party.
'SO C IA LIST OBJECTIVE'

R eview ing the Independent- 
Socialist campaign in New 
Y ork , John T. McManus said. 
“ W hat was needed to d is tingu ­
ish the independent po litica l 
e ffo rt was a socialist ob jective.” 
He urged efforts fo r reform  of 
s tringent nom inating requ ire ­
ments in various states as es­
sential to an effective national 
united socialist campaign.

R ichard Tussey, an organizer 
fo r  the Mechanics Educational 
Society in  Ohio, described la ­
bor’s h igh ly  effective indepen­
dent campaign fo r the defeat of 
the “ R igh t-to -W ork ”  proposi­
tion. He said tha t Ohio labor 
learned from  th is figh t th a t i t  
d id n 't have to depend on the 
Republicans and Democrats to 
w in  its demands and described 
curren t a c tiv ity  to b u ild  rank- 
and-file support fo r  the fo rm a­
tion  of a labor party.

The panel on C iv il L iberties 
and c iv il r igh ts  was moderated 
by the noted author and c iv il 
liberties fighter, H arvey O’Con­
nor. Speakers were P e rry  C art­
w rig h t of the Southern News­
le tte r, Stephen G ra ttan  of the 
Am erican Forum  fo r Socialist 
Education, Sam Pollock o f the 
Am algam ated M eat Cutters U n­
ion and Jean Simon o f the 
SWP. A ll were in agreement 
with O'Connor's proposition that 
socialists have the special re­

sponsibility of going beyond 
the defense of the rights of in­
dividuals to the rights of groups 
and classes. Both Grattan and 
Jean Simon stressed that social­
ists should support civil liber­
ties in all countries including 
the USSR.

The panel on economics and 
peace was chaired by Professor 
O live r Loud of Antioch. Panel­
ists were a professor of theo­
re tica l physics, H a rry  Kelber, 
au thor of “ Recessions and How 
to P revent Them,”  and H a rry  
R ing of the SWP. A ll opposed 
the cold w ar and stressed the 
l in k  between socialism and en­
du ring  peace and prosperity.

Speakers at the final panel on 
“ Where Do We Go From Here”  
were Dr. Annette  T. R ubinstein; 
a young socialist and union o r­
ganizer; Sam Kushner of the 
CP and W illia m  F. W arde of 
the SWP. A ll  except Kushner 
stressed the need fo r the con­
tinued developm ent o f united 
socialist po litica l action, w ith  
Annette  Rubinstein s la ting her 
reservation a b o u t  regarding 
such action a m atte r of p r in c i­
ple in a ll situations.

A ll  o f the panels were fo l­
lowed by vigorous floo r d is­
cussion of jus t about every is­
sue being debated in the social­
ist movement.

Toward lhe end of the discus­
sion George Stryker of New  
York expressed disagreement 
with various policies of lhe In ­
dependent-Socialists. He appear­
ed to have little support for his 
particular position but he spoke 
for a lot of people when he 
paid tribute to the late Clifford 
T. McAvoy as a man who had 
contributed greatly to the move­
ment for united socialist action 
which took a new step forward 
at this conference.
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Hungarian Insurgents Rejected Both Sides

Hungary and the Cold War
On Oct. 23, 1956, the Hungarian rev­

o lu tion  began. Even a fte r the Soviet 
troops crushed armed resistance to bu­
reaucratic despotism, the workers persist­
ed in  th e ir  fight. T he ir heroic general 
s trike  lasted in to  the m iddle of December.

W hat were the aims of th is great 
w o rk ing  class struggle? To open the door 
to cap ita lis t restoration and U.S. im per­
ia lis t contro l, say the S ta lin is t bureau­
crats. “ L ibe ra tion  from  Com m unism ,” 
say the State Departm ent propagandists, 
im p ly in g  tha t the Hungarians wished to 
line  up w ith  the U.S.-sponsored “ Free 
W orld .”  Both sides slander the revo lution. 
Nicolas Krasso’s a rtic le  p rin ted  on th is page 
is a rem inder tha t the H ungarian masses 
fought above a ll fo r themselves. They 
wished to re ta in  the established property  
forms, ins titu te  w orke rs ’ democracy, and 
end Red A rm y  occupation. They wanted 
the r ig h t to determ ine th e ir  own fate as 
a nation.

As readers of the M ilita n t know, we 
don’t place the blame fo r the cold w ar 
equally on both camps. In fact we believe 
tha t the cold w ar was instigated by 
Am erican B ig Business as preparation fo r 
its plans of regain ing the Soviet Union 
and China fo r cap ita lis t exp lo ita tion . 
These plans are the true  source of the 
danger of the outbreak of W orld  W ar I I I .

We consequently oppose W a ll S tree t’s 
m ilita ry  a lliance s y s t e m s  — NATO, 
SEATO, ■ Baghdad Pact (now w ith o u t 
Baghdad), etc. We also oppose the posting 
of U.S. troops in nearly  950 m ilita ry  bases 
in 73 foreign countries. We demand that 
the m ilita ry  treaties be scrapped and 
Am erican troops be brought back home.

W hile  we do not share many of 
Krasso’s conclusions, we uphold the r ig h t 
of East European nations to p u ll out of 
the W arsaw pact as is championed in 
Krasso’s artic le . The tru th  is tha t the 
Soviet bureaucracy w ith  its ty rann ica l 
methods of ru le  in .defense of its  economic 
priv ileges is incapable of ra lly in g  the 
East European w ork ing  people fo r the 
struggle to repel Am erican im peria lism .

W hat the w ork ing  people in Eastern 
Europe need above a ll is the chance to 
ru le  themselves and to determ ine on the 
basis o f th e ir  own experience w hat the 
fundam enta l issues are in the cold war 
and w hat constitutes the best program for 
the prom otion of socialism and of w orld  
peace. The result, as Krasso indicates, 
w ould be pleasing to ne ither W ashington 
nor to the Soviet bureaucracy. I t  would, 
however, advance the cause o f the in te r­
nationa l w ork ing  class and of w orld  
socialism.

The Cleveland Conference
The Conference of Am erican Social­

ists in  Cleveland showed tha t the senti­
m ent in  the rad ica l movement w h ich led 
to the Independent-Socialist campaign in 
New Y ork  is not a localized phenomenon. 
A t the nationa l gathering in  Cleveland, 
the Com m unist P a rty ’s po licy of counter- 
posing support of the Dem ocratic P a rty  to 
independent socialist action won no back­
ing. The great m a jo r ity  of the unaffilia ted  
socialists at the conference firm ly  oppos­
ed the CP’s “ coa lition ”  line. Opponents of 
th a t line  included many who had prev­
iously gone along w ith  i t  or who saw no 
effective a lte rna tive  to it.

B u t those at C leveland who favored 
un ited socialist opposition to the cap ita lis t 
parties also d iffered among themselves. 
(See conference report, page one.) Social­
ists favoring  the National G uard ian ’s 
stand believe tha t no p rinc ip le  bars them 
from  supporting m a jo r pa rty  candidates 
under specific conditions. They see th e ir 
stand as a “ f le x ib le ”  a lte rna tive  to the 
CP’s treacherous “ coa lition”  line and 
to w ha t they v iew  as the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty ’s “ r ig id ,”  “ doc trina ire ”  ap­
proach. The SWP holds tha t socialists 
ought never to support cap ita lis t party  
candidates.

In  practice, supporters of both G uard­
ian and SWP positions collaborated in  the 
1958 united socialist campaigns, and both 
favored continued electoral collaboration 
at the C leveland parley. W hat is the basis 
fo r th e ir  jo in t action?

A t the Cleveland conference, propon­
ents of the N ational Guardian stand as­
sessed th e ir difference w ith  the SWP on 
e lectora l policy as an “ abstraction.” By 
th is they meant that in New Y ork  and 
other areas w ith  united socialist cam­
paigns, they saw no choice except social­
ist opposition to the cap ita lis t parties.

Obviously, however, the issue can be 
expected to arise in  a concrete way in a 
fu tu re  election, and i t  is useful to begin 
discussing now w hat c rite ria  socialists 
should apply in  de term in ing w hether or 
not to support a pa rticu la r candidate.

The SWP position is shaped by the 
be lie f tha t a consistent policy of po litica l 
class struggle is essential fo r rebu ild ing  
a socialist movement w hich has been de­
b ilita ted  in large part by tw o decades of 
class-collaborationist politics. The SWP 
fu rthe rm ore  believes tha t class-struggle 
po litics  are essential i f  the labor move­
m ent is to score new advances.

A c ting  on these premises, the SWP 
helped develop united socialist e lectoral 
efforts, convinced tha t the experience of 
common action could lay the basis fo r 
fu r th e r f r u it fu l discussion of a ll disputed 
issues among the participants.

The Cleveland conference showed that 
the united socialist campaigns w hich pre­
ceded i t  contribu ted substan tia lly  to a 
constructive discussion based on m utual 
respect. F u rth e r discussion w il l  add to the 
c la rifica tion  of the issues involved.

How to Prevent Recession
RECESSIONS —  AND HOW  

TO PREVENT THEM , by 
H arry Kelber. Straight Talk  
Pamphlets. Brooklyn. N.Y. 
38 p. 25 cents.
H a rry  Kelber, fo rm er editor 

o f A F L  and CIO newspapers, 
has w ritte n  a fine pam phlet on 
the cu rren t crisis of Am erican 
capita lism . He brands as A m er­
ican public enemy No. 1 the 
war-depression economy of the 
Am erican cap ita lis t system.

W ith  salient facts he proves 
tha t there is a “ b u ilt- in  bust in 
every boom." He points out: 
“ They [A m erican businessmen 1 
pu t the ord inary  citizen through 
the w rin g e r tw ice —  as a 
w orke r and as a consumer — 
and then expected the impos­
sible: tha t he should s til l have 
su ffic ien t purchasing power to 
buy the ever-expanding quan­
tities  o f goods and services that 
indus try  could produce.”  
HARSH R EA LIT IES

O verproduction, u n d e r c o n ­
sum ption, boom and bust — 
“ these are the harsh realities 
of ou r p ro fit system. C ap ita l­
ism,”  says Kelber. He declares 
tha t capita lism  holds supreme 
and unchangeable '“ . . . tha t not 
a wheel turns, not a man works, 
not a com m odity is bought or 
sold — w ith o u t p ro fit or the 
expectation of p ro fit.”

The author proves, too, that 
the recession “ cures”  are no th­
ing  bu t quack remedies fo r a 
system tha t has long outlived  
its usefulness. W ar spending 
w hich is the most effective 
“ cure”  capita lism  has found has 
proved im potent: “ Even w ith  
the fantastic outlays of W orld 
W ar I I  and the Cold W ar —

we s till could not stave off eco­
nom ic crises. We kept on being 
h it  by recessions — under Dem­
ocratic as w e ll as Republican 
A dm in is tra tions.”

In  opposition to this out­
moded system, Kelber poses the 
historic necessity of Socialism. 
He proposes a planned economy 
based upon government owner­
ship of all industries.

He cautions correctly  that, 
in  the firs t period o f socialist 
transform ation, inequalities w il l  
continue to exist. People w il l  
be paid according to th e ir 
a b ility  instead of according to 
th e ir need.

He believes tha t th is new 
system in Am erica w ould  breed 
its own share of unscrupulous 
and self-serving officials. He 
says: “ Socialism offers trem en­
dous opportun ities fo r the flow ­
ering of freedom and in d iv id u a l 
lib e rty  — but i t  offers no guar­
antees. The people have to take 
it  from  there.”  I t  is at th is 
point, however, tha t the pam ph­
le t needs to say more. 
IN TER R ELA TED

F irst, i t  should be made 
clear tha t socialism and democ­
racy are in terre lated, tha t one 
cannot exist w ith o u t the other. 
Second, i t  should be stressed 
that, although the w o rk in g  peo­
ple cannot expect guarantees, 
they are the only force tha t can 
prevent corrup tion  and b u r­
eaucracy.

They w il l  need to establish 
w orkers ’ contro l over govern­
ment-owned industries. This 
w ould  be exercised through 
elected factory committees and 

1 dem ocra tica lly-run  unions. In  
' addition, the w o rk ing  people

w il l  have to establish a system 
of democratic adoption o f eco­
nom ic plans.

Despite shortcomings on the 
question o f w orkers ’ democracy, 
the pam phlet presents an elo­
quent message to a ll socialist- 
m inded people as w e ll as reas­
oned arguments fo r the non­
socialist. Kelber calls for the 
establishment of a new party 
opposed to Democrats and Re­
publicans and organized to win 
the American people to social­
ism. He also urges socialists to 
participate in the workers' mass 
movement not only as fighters 
on immediate issues but as 
propagandists for socialism.

The pam phlet may be ob­
tained from  S tra igh t Ta lk  
Pamphlets, P. O. Box 191, 
B rook lyn  1, N. Y.

—  Dorothy Russel

[The following article, re­
printed from the British social­
ist weekly. Tribune, is by 
Nicolas Krasso, "who drafted 
the proclamation of the Buda­
pest Workers' Council during 
the November revolution." The 
article appeared in the Oct. 24 
Tribune. For our comments, see 
editorial this page. — EdJ

As I cast my m ind back to 
that tremendous demonstration 
in Budapest on October 23. 
1956, 1 remember tha t the slo­
gan we shouted most often was: 
“ Soldiers o f a ll countries, go 
home!”

The m ainspring of the H un­
garian ris ing  was the insistent 
demand of the people fo r the 
neutra liza tion  of our country.

More than that — a single 
nation set itse lf the heroic task 
of transform ing the European 
status quo.

We failed. But we showed the 
absurd ity of the present s truc­
ture  o f w o rld  politics.

Not on ly did the Hungarian 
events burst Dulles’ “ libe ra tion ” 
bubble — th in k in g  men had 
never taken tha t seriously — 
but they also convicted the 
great powers of being unable, 
unprepared and u n w illin g  to 
make the slightest effort to 
solve the problem posed by 
A neurin  Bevan in his 1954 
speech in Peking: how the 
status quo can be peacefully 
changed.

RESHAPING FACTS
Two years have passed. The 

advertis ing departments of both 
blocs have spent them in f i t ­
ting  the Hungarian revo lu tion  
in to the cold w ar m ythology.

A n  outstanding achievement 
in the Eastern advertis ing cam­
paign was the statement put 
out by the H ungarian M in is try  
of Justice, a fte r the execution 
of Im re Nagy, that the “ treason 
o f the Nagy faction was crow n­
ed by Nagy’s broadcast of N o­
vember 4. 1956, in w hich he 
appealed to the Western im ­
peria lists fo r open armed in ­
te rven tion .”

Here are his words: “ In  the 
early hours of th is morning, 
Soviet troops launched an a t­
tack against our capita l c ity  
w ith  the obvious in tention of 
overth row ing  the law fu l, demo­
cratic  H ungarian Government. 
Our troops are figh ting . The

Budapest workers shown inspecting two of the Kremlin's 
guns they knocked out of action during the 1956 Hun­
garian revolution. Even after the Krem lin crushed their 
m ilitary resistance early in November, the Hungarian 
workers pressed for withdrawal of Soviet occupation troops. 
Their nation-wide general strike lasted until mid-December, 
1956.

Governm ent is at its post. I 
in fo rm  the people of the coun­
try  and w orld  public opinion of 
th is ."

In tervention? O nly the in ­
tervention  of a Hungarian 
Prim e M in is te r in H ungary ’s 
in te rna l affairs. The S ta lin ists 
can on ly  rep ly: “ So much the 
worse fo r the facts."

But the “ anti-C om m unist” 
cold w ar m yth  is qu ite  consis­
tent w ith  that of S talinism . 
Both present our revo lu tion  as 
an aspect o f Russo-American 
cold w ar r iva lry .

The falsehoods stand lit t le  
risk  of contradiction, since the 
best representatives of H u n ­
ga ry ’s in te lligents ia  have been 
m urdered like  Im re  Nagy, im ­
prisoned like  T ibo r Dery, or at 
best condemned to silence like  
Gyula Illyes.
YOU M UST BELONG1

Both sides dispose of a string

of second-rate in te llectuals a ll 
too ready to echo the “ rea lis tic ” 
words of K ardaris t L. Mester- 
hazi: “ The w o rld  is sp lit in 
two. You must belong here or 
there. N e u tra lity  is a vanishing 
trans ito ry  state.”

W hether you belong “ here" 
or "the re ”  m atters lit t le . To 
Dulles or to Suslov, belonging 
is what counts. Over there, 
Nagy's words are fa lsified to 
prove he is a fe llo w -tra ve lle r 
of Western Im peria lism : over 
here, A neurin  Bevan’s words 
are falsified by a pro-W estern 
emigre to make out tha t he is 
a fe llo w -tra ve lle r of Commu­
nism. “ You can’t be neu tra l”  is 
a fa m ilia r theme; it was the 
m ain p lank of Adenauer’s elec­
tion  p latform .

How realistic is th is “ re : l-  
ism"? The tw o blocs are d i­
vided along m ilita ry  demarca­
tion lines arising from  the sec­

ond W orld W ar and the C h i­
nese und Indo-Chinese c iv il 
wars; they are u tte rly  unna­
tu ra l and engender constant 
th reat of coriilic l.
WORDS LOSE M EA N IN G

Politics becomes a parody of i 
itself. Hungary is "East”  and 
Formosa is "W est." Soviet tanks 
go into battle  against W orkers’ 
Councils, w h ile  Chiung K a i- 
shek is a m ainstay of democ­
racy.

This is “ rea lism ;" peaceful 
change on the basis of give- 
and-take is "idea lism .” B u t is 
a lusting solution conceivable 
w ith  all of Europe and Asia 
as a permanent Russo-American 
garrison?

When Nagy "in fo rm ed  w orld  
pub lic  op in ion" of the Russian 
in te rven tion , the West confess­
ed its po litica l bankrup tcy  by 
being content to file th is in ­
form ation and use it to play 
new varia tions on the old 
theme of anti-Soviet propa­
ganda.

In  N ovem ber 1956 we organ­
ized the Budapest W orkers’ 
Council. O ur object was to 
gain tim e fo r a peaceful so­
lu tion .

Istvan Bibo, M in is te r of State 
in N agy’s Government, called 
fo r "a conference of the great 
powers which, in exchange fo r 
suffic ient guarantees to the So­
v ie t Union, w ould secure the 
freedom and independence of 
H ungary.”

This solution w ould  have 
satisfied the H ungarian and Po­
lish  peoples, yet w ould not 
have altered the balance of 
power to Russia’s detrim ent.

The w o rld  po litic ians were 
not interested. B ibo ’s words met 
a conspiracy of silence in East 
and West. He is now in ja il. 
NEW  NOTE

Now the m ytho logy is fading. 
Even in America, a new note 
is being struck. Voices rre  
raised to ask: w hy not take 
Khrushchev at his word when 
he proposes m utua l troop w ith ­
drawals?

W hy must Am erica lay down 
conditions fo r Sum m it talks, I 
notab ly by pu tting  the problem  ̂
o f Eastern Europe into the form  
o f the “ libe ra tion " theme, w hich | 
make a Russian refusal cer­
tain?

I f  the chance fo r a settle­

ment was missed in 1956, Why 
not seek an atmosphere w hich 
would enable a fu tu re  crisis to 
be f r u it fu l ly  resolved?

W ou ldn 't this at least under­
mine the extrem e S ta lin ists by 
m aking the ir fu tu re  appear un­
certain?

M r. Dean Acheson, rep ly ing  
to M r. Kennan in “ Foreign A f ­
fa irs ”  gives his answer to these 
questions.

S i ch negotiations, lie ex­
plains, would set oil' a chain 
reaction, encourage neutra lis t 
tendencies in the West, and 
loosen the N ATO  structure.

The S ta lin ists w ou ldn ’t be 
the only people whose fu tu re  
w ould  be made uncertain. 
COMMON FEARS

Acheson fears that, i f  one 
side lost Czechoslovakia, Ru­
mania, Bulgaria, or A lbania, 
the other side m ight lose Ita ly , 
Belgium , Norway, or Iceland. 
Thus he has let out the secret. 
The tw o power centers have a 
com m unity  ot interest.

Both form s of reaction, S ta l­
in is t and anti-C om m unist, feed 
on in te rnationa l tension. Each 
justifies itse lf by po in ting  to 
the aggressive aims o f the 
other. T he ir argum ents are 
p a rtly  designed to externalize 
contradictions ut home and dis­
cred it in te rna l opposition.

The consequences are appal­
ling. S ta lin ism  was born of the 
isolation of the Soviet Union in 
the 1920's Today, Am erican 
insistence on keeping China in 
a s im ila r isolation may be pre­
paring an immeasurable catas­
trophe.

The Chinese in te llectua ls who 
made such a vigorous and sym­
pathetic response to the H un­
garian revo lu tion  are delivered 
by th is Am erican policy in to 
neo-S ta lin ist terror.

To arrest catastrophe, we 
must set against the Ir lf -c o n -  
seious alliance of Eastern and 
Western reaction a fu lly  con­
scious un ity  o f Radical forces. 
W hile  the power elites of the 
tw o blocs are preparing to de­
stroy the w orld  under the cover 
of em pty slogans, the du ty  of 
pu tting  tow ard constructive so­
lu tions fa lls  on us — the Op­
position

The European Le ft faces its 
greatest tasks. The fate ol 
m ankind may depend on how 
we tackle them.

Britain Plots and Murders in Cyprus
By C. Christou

N IC O SIA , Cyprus — Cyprus 
has always been a Greek island. 
Since the most ancient times it 
has been inhabited by Greeks 
who came from the mainland 
ox Greece end from the shores 
of Asia Minor after the end of 
the Trojan war. This is jjmoved 
by historical monuments and 
achaeological findings. T h e  
ruins of Salamis, the relics of 
the Theater of Soli and the old 
cities of Paphos, Tamsus, Cur­
ium and Alsia prove the Greek 
character of the island.

In  its long h istory, Cyprus 
came under the dom ination of 
numerous conquerors. These in ­
cluded the Persians, the Egyp­
tians under the Ptolemies, the 
the K n igh ts of the Temple, the 
Romans, R ichard of England, 
Luizignans (Portugese), the 
Genoese, the Venetians, the

Turks, and fin a lly  the B ritish  
again.
A D ISG RACEFUL DEAL

The Turks seized the island 
of Cyprus from  the Venetians 
and held it  u n til 1878, when 
they sold it to the B ritish  fo r a 
yearly  sum of *• 92,000 and in 
consideration of B rita in 's  p rom ­
ise to help T u rkey  in case of at- 

I tack by Russia. This disgrace­
fu l deal ceased in 1914 when 
B rita in  annexed Cyprus a fte r 
the en try  of T urkey into the 
w ar on the side o f the G er­
mans and against B rita in .

Britain has continued to 
hold Cyprus as a colony to this 
day against the w ill of the 
Cypriote people and against 
the principle of self-determina­
tion for all peoples.

As there is no excuse fo r 
B rita in  to remain on the island 
in v iew  of the C ypriotes’ per­
sistent demand fo r the applica­
tion  of the princ ip le  of self- 
determ ination, B rita in , in co-
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scene. Translated from  the 
French edition, i t  has been 
revised by the author to 
cover recent events; he has 
also w ritte n  a new in troduc­
tion  fo r the Am erican reader. 
$2.00— cloth paper— $1.50

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place 
New York 3, N. Y.
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The History o f 
American Trotskyism
James P. Cannon, the author, was one of the leaders 

of the Com m unist P a rty  in  the U nited States, and the 
founder of Am erican Trotskyism . In  the opening chap­
ters he deals w ith  the early days of the Com m unist 
movement in  th is country. He says, “ the men who 
founded the Am erican Com m unist movement and car­
ried i t  th rough its firs t years were in dub ita b ly  among 
the most qualified, ta lented and able people of th e ir 
generation . . . w h ile  a ll the b rig h t young men were 
m aking th e ir  fortunes, the leaders o f the Am erican 
Com m unist P a rty  of a ll the factions slaved away at 
less than mechanic’s wages try in g  to b u ild  a new 
society."

Cannon gives a p o litica l explanation of the intense 
in te rna l conflic ts  tha t marked the g row th  of the young 
Com m unist Party , and takes us through “ The F irs t 
Days of Am erican Communism ,”  “ The Beginning of the 
L e ft Opposition,”  “ The Break w ith  the C om intern ,”  the 
expulsion of the o rig ina l T ro tsky is t cadre from  the 
Com m unist P a rty  in  1928 to the fo rm ation  of the 
Socialist W orkers P arty  in 1938.

For th is  w arm  and in fo rm a l, yet com pletely objec­
tive, h is to ry  send $2.75 fo r a cloth copy, or $2.00 fo r a 
paper one to

Pioneer Publishers
118 U n ivers ity  Place N ew  Y o rk  3, N .Y .

operation w ith  the Turk ish  gov­
ernm ent, made plans to repre­
sent Cyprus to the w orld  as a 
country torn  by communal 
strife . The presence of the 
B ritish  in  Cyprus w ould then 
be represented as necessary to 
prevent bloodshed.

In  tru th , there had never 
been any communal strife . The 
Greeks and Turks had always 
lived  in harmony. I t  is on ly re ­
cently tha t some of the Turks, ' 
instigated by the Turk ish  gov­
ernm ent and by two ring-lead- | 
ers, have put up a c la im  fo r 
pa rtition ing  Cyprus. No such 
claim  was ever put fo rw ard  by 
the Turks in the past, w hen­
ever the Cyprus question was 
raised by the Greeks. The par- 
tit io n  therefore is a recent in ­
vention used by the B ritish  as | 
bugbear to in tim id a te  the 
Greeks in to  accepting a con­
s titu tion  w ith o u t provis ion for 
the rig h t of se lf-determ ination. 
NO V A L ID  C LA IM

The Turks have never had 
any va lid  claim  on Cyprus. 
The few  thousand Turks now 
liv in g  in  Cyprus are descen­
dants o f the T u rk ish  conquer­
ors who came to Cyprus in the 
15th C entury and seized the is­
land from  the Venetians. They 
fo rm  a m in o rity  like  the A r ­
menians, the Maronites and the 

, Catholics.
O n ly the Greeks, of a ll na­

tiona lities  liv in g  on th is island, 
are o rig in a l settlers, The others 
are remnants of the conquerors 
or o f the people tha t came and 
settled as merchants. Besides, 
the Greek population form s the 
overw helm ing m a jo rity  of the 
population. Because they were 
the firs t settlers and because 
they are the great m a jo rity , the 
Greeks are the on ly  people en­
tit le d  to decide the po litica l fu ­
tu re  of Cyprus. The Turks are 
entitled on ly to the protection 
of th e ir re lig ious and educa­
tiona l rights, and fo r th is p ro ­
tection the Greeks have offered 
guarantees.

After repeated consultations. 
British officials and Turkish 
government leaders at Ankara 
decided that the Cypriote Turks 
should keep crying for "parti­
tion" of the island and should 
start attacking the Greeks so as 
to provoke communal strife. 
The Greeks repeatedly warned 
the Turks to cease their at­
tacks, but the leaders of the 
Turkish community did not re­
spond to these warnings.

The Greeks had to form  self- 
defense groups to guard a ll 
houses or other places exposed 
to the danger of attack by the 
Turks. I t  often happened tha t

when these defense groups re ­
ceived a signal tha t a place 
was attacked by the Turks 
they found B ritish  soldiers on 
hand try in g  to prevent the 
Greeks from  g iv ing  aid. This 
happened so often tha t i t  could 
not have been coincidence. It 
established collusion between 
the B ritish  and the Turks and 
proved the existence of a con­
spiracy to deny the Greek C y­
priotes the ir rights.
D IV ID E  AND RULE

D ivide  and ru le  has long 
been a po licy of B ritish  im per­
ia lism . In order that tile  B r i­
tish  m ight perpetuate the ir 
dom ination over Cyprus, they 
invented a “ Partnership P lan” 
w hich d ivides the Greek and 
T u rk ish  com m unities and offers 
the Turks equal righ ts  w ith  
the Greeks in the adm in is tra ­
tion  o f the country. One s ix th  
of the popula tion w ould thus 
enjoy equal righ ts w ith  the re ­
m ain ing five sixths. O f course, 
the T u rk ish  leaders accepted 
the plan, bu t the Greeks re ­
jected it and are continu ing 
th e ir struggle fo r libe ra tion  
from  B ritish  yoke.

The Greek governm ent, being 
p ro -B ritish  and, together w ith  
Turkey, a member pf the N ATO  
alliance, tr ied  to settle the C y­
prus question by accepting the 
B ritish  plan w ith  some m od i­
fications. However, Archbishop 
Makarios and other C ypriote 
Greek leaders objected, and the

Greek governm ent had to w ith ­
draw  from  the NATO confer­
ence at which tlie  trap  was set 
fo r de live ring  the C ypriotes 
in to  B ritish  hands.

M . n ’s m ind cannot conceive 
the tortures to w hich Cyprus 
patrio ts are si bjected during  
questioning by the police. B r i­
tish constables put l i t  cigarettes 
on th e ir bodies, squeeze the ir 
genitals, compress th e ir heads 
by the use o f planks, and 
molest women and girls. When 
a pa trio t dies as a result of 
such ordeals, the B ritish  sol­
diers shoot his body and issue 
a com m unique cla im ing tha t 
so-and-so tr ied  to escape, was 
called on to slop, and, as lie 
d id not stop, was shot.
The world must learn that no 
Greek would ever side with the 
British or its Western allies in 
any war whatever. Cyprus has 
given the world an understand­
ing of the kind of "freedom 
NATO and the Western powers 
are fighting for.
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Kicking the Jobless
B U FFALO , November 30 —  U nem ploy­

ment in  the Western New Y o rk  industria l 
complex continues to h it  the 62,000 m ark, and 
the lives o f the 30,000 w orkers on w elfare  
grow  grim m er. B ig  Business is setting up 
tactics and strategy to p rotect its  interests. 
One of its aims is to d ive rt from  itse lf the 
w ra th  of the middle-class taxpayer whose 
rates are going up as a resu lt o f the increased 
w elfare  budget.

“ L e t a ll the blame fa ll on the w orkers,”  
they ins truct th e ir h ire lin g  newspapers. “ T e ll 
the pub lic  tha t people on w e lfa re  are lazy, 
im m ora l chiselers liv in g  o ff the backs o f our 
industrious citizens. L e t’s get tougher w ith  
these people." And the hounds of journa lism  
sta rt baying. On the fro n t page of the B U F ­
F A LO  EVE N IN G  NEW S o f Novem ber 28 there 
are fo u r articles attacking w orkers on welfare.

Pressure is bu ild ing  up fo r a one-year 
residency requirem ent fo r w orkers on welfare. 
B u t who are the g u ilty  ones? The out-of-state 
w orkers who wanted to earn a better liv in g  
fo r th e ir fam ilies and now find themselves out 
o f a job and on re lie f? O r the corporations 
who recru ited w orkers to come to the Buffalo 
area? One company in  N iagara Falls had 
offered a $50 governm ent bond to any of the 
w orkers who w ould bring  a man to w o rk  in 
the p lan t who remained six months. Now th is 
p lan t has moved its N iagara Falls operations 
to S teubenville, Ohio w ith  never a thought 
o f provision fo r the hundreds o f jobless they 
le ft behind.

Whose crime? Thfe m ig ra to ry  fa rm  w o rk ­
ers hauled to New York State by the tru c k ­
load to w ork  under barbaric conditions, ru th ­
lessly explo ited and cheated and le ft broke 
at the end o f the harvest season? O r the rich  
fa rm er who explo its them?

A  grow ing “ get-tough”  trend in  w e lfa re  
departments fits  neatly in to B ig Business stra­
tegy fo r th is period. As more and more peo­
ple are forced to tu rn  to w elfare  aid, the 
stra in  in  the budgets grows greater, pressure 
grows on supervisors and case workers, and 
the sym pathetic “ social w o rke r”  approach

gives w ay increasingly to a hard-boiled a tt i­
tude.

Said the fa ther of five children, “ I ’ve 
w orked a ll m y life  as hard as a man could, 
and I ’d be w o rk ing  today i f  someone w ould  
give me a job. Now the w e lfa re  sends us 
the check, and a fte r I pay my rent we got 
$6 fo r each one of us to pay ligh t, heat, food, 
clothes, carfare, toothpaste and everyth ing  else, 
and I ’m te llin g  you it ju s t doesn’t reach. And 
they te ll me I ’m liv in g  off the taxpayers and 
make me feel like  a dog.”

Facilities fo r medical trea tm ent are in ­
adequate. One hears com plaints like  th is: 
“ They to ld  me at the c lin ic  I ’d have to w a it 
6 months to get m y dental plates,”  or “ I need 
m y glasses changed because I get headaches 
a ll the time, but they said at the hospital 
th e y ’re te r r ib ly  busy, and there are so many 
people ahead o f me.”

B ig  Business hopes tha t these dem oraliz­
ing conditions w il l  d rive  w orkers in to  sub­
standard, non-union jobs, and make of them 
a pool o f cheap labor, frigh tened and pliable.

Besides the w elfare  residency law, cor­
porations are a im ing at the passage o f a 
"w o rk -fo r-re lie f”  law  in Buffalo. Last w in te r 
men receiving w elfare  aid were forced to 
w o rk  —  without wages —  shoveling snow in 
E rie county parks. I f  the men stopped to warm 
th e ir hands they were to ld  “ Get back to w ork 
or w e’l l  send you home. And you know  w hat 
tha t means." They w orked w ith  inadequate 
boots and gloves, many of them, ill-p repared 
to cope w ith  New Y ork  State’s savage w in te r. 
I f  there is w o rk  to be done, le t the county 
create jobs and hire unemployed from  the 
w elfare  ro lls  to f i l l  them and le t them pay the 
wages paid by the county to its other workers 
in comparable jobs.

This attack on the most vu lnerable section 
of the w o rk ing  class, the unemployed, w il l  
have its ' ev il effect on those of us who are 
s ti l l  employed. There is no th ing the employers 
like  better than groups of desperate men o u t­
side p lan t gates as a w arn ing  to the men 
s ti l l  inside. Em ployed and unemployed to ­
gether must resist the attem pt o f the au tho ri­
ties to v io la te  the righ ts of w orkers on welfare.

( A l l  book» c lo th b o u n d  unless  
o th erw ise  s ta te d ; if no m a ilin g  
p ric e  is in d ic a te d , it  is in c lu d ed  in 
p ric e  o f b o o k .)

T H E  M A N  F R O M  M A IN  S T R E E T .
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in a lly  53.75  ) $ I 00 ( )

(p lu s  15c m a ilin g  c h a rg e )  

G U IL T Y  M E N  1957 —  S U E Z  A N D  
C Y P R U S . B y M ic h a e l Foot and M er- 
v y n  Jones. T w o  o f  the  m ost ta le n te d  
jo u rn a lis ts  o f the  L a b o r P a r ty  le ft  
w in g  tra c e  th e  steps in th e  im p e r­
ia lis t  in vas io n  of E g y p t a-nd the  
repress ion of the independence m o v e ­
m en t on C y p ru s . (O r ig in a lly  $ 1 .9 5 )  
p a p e r covers $1 .00  ( )

(p lu s  15c m a ilin g  c h a rg e )

T H E  C IR C L E  O F  G U IL T .  B y  D r. 
F re d e ric  \V e rth n m . A  noted p s y c h ia ­
t r is t  exa m in es  th e  life  sentence of 
a " ju v e n ile  d e lin q u e n t"  fo r  m u rd e r  
and finds p o v e rty  and a n t i-P u e r to  
R ic a n  p re ju d ic e  g u ilty , (o r ig in a lly  
$ 3 .0 0 ) $1 50 ( )

(p lu s  15c m a ilin g  c h a rg e )

T H E  S O C IA L  H IS T O R Y  O F  A R T .  
B y A rn o ld  H a u s e r. A  c lassic  w o rk  
o f M a rx is t  in te rp re ta t io n  a n d  r e la ­
tio n  o f dev e lo p m e n ts  and  tre n d s  in 
l i te ra tu re  and a ll the  a rts  to  soc iety  
and  its  classes. I l lu s tra te d . Paper  
covers. 4 vo lum es. $1.25 p e r vo l. 
(p lu s  10c m a ilin g  c h a rg e  each o r  
20c fo r  a l l )  ( )

J E W S  A N D  T H E  N A T IO N A L  Q U E S ­
T IO N .  By H y m a n  L e v y . T h e  roots  
o f a n ti-J e w is h  ac ts  in th e  U S S R  
A u th o r, long  p ro m in e n t in B ritis h  
C o m m u n is t P a r ty , w as expelled  for 
w rit in g  i t .  T h is  L ib ra ry  Book C lub  
e d itio n  inclu des B r itis h  C P  re p ly  to 
L e v y  b y  R. P a lm e D u tte . Paper  
covers. $1 .5 0  ( )

T E L L  F R E E D O M . M e m o r i e s  o f  
A fr ic a . B y P e te r  A b ra h a m s . A  t a l ­
ented N e g ro  n o v e lis t re la te s  the  
m o vin g  s to ry  o f his g ro w in g  up  
and em ergence in to  ra c ia l and  p o li ­
t ic a l aw areness  in th e  U n io n  of 
S o uth  A fr ic a . (O r ig in a lly  $ 4 .0 0 )  
$ 1.00 ( ) 

(p lu s  15c m a ilin g  c h a rg e )

T H E  I .W .W . B y P a u l F. B rissenden. 
T he now  c lassic , long o u t -o f-p r in t ,  
s tu d y  of A m e ric a n  syn d ic a lis m , the  
In d u s tr ia l W o rk e rs  of the W o r ld .  
R e g u la r p rice  $7 .50 . S p ec ia l to  M i l ­
ita n t  read ers  $5 .00  ( )

B IG  B I L L  H A Y W O O D ’S B O O K . A n  
A u to b io g ra p h y . L on g  a ra re  item , 
th is  a u to b io g ra p h y  of th e  leader of 
the  IW W  is a g a in  in p r in t.  $3 .50

( )
H IS T O R Y  O F  T H E  H A Y M A R K E T  
A F F A IR .  B y H e n ry  D a v id . A n o th e r  
o u t -o f-p r in t  c lassic a g a in  a v a ila b le .  
T he ce leb ra ted  fra m e -u p  and  the  
o rig in  o f M a y  D a y . R e g u la r  p ric e  
$6 .75 . S p ecia l to  M il ita n t  readers  
$5.50  ( )

(p lu s  15c)

O U T  O F  T H E  D E P T H S . B y B a rro n  
Z .  B eshoar. T he  m ost d e ta ile d  a c ­
count of the L u d lo w  M assac re  in 
the R o c k e fe lle r-o w n e d  coal fie lds of 
Colorado. (o r ig in a l ly  $ 3 .5 0 ) $3.00

( )
(p lu s  15c)

A M E R IC A N  L A B O R  S T R U G G L E S .
B y Sam uel Y c llen . D o cum ented  a c ­
co u n ts  o f Im p o rta n t s tr ik e s  in U .5 .  
h is to ry . P a p e r: $1.95 ( )

tp lu s  15c m a ilin g  c h a rg e )

T H E  G R E A T  T R A D IT IO N  IN  E N G ­
L IS H  L I T E R A T U R E .  F R O M  
S H A K E S P E A R E  T O  S H A W . B y A n - 
nette  T . R u b in s te in . A  M a rx is t  in ­
te rp re ta tio n  of E n g lish  lite ra tu re  
w ith  selections fro m  the  w rit in g s  of 
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G. G. C o u lto n . A  soc ia l s tu d y  of 
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R e g u la r p ric e  $4 .00 . S p ecia l to  M i l ­
ita n t  readers  $2 .9 8  ( )

B L A C K  R E C O N S T R U C T IO N  IN  
A M E R IC A . B y W . E. B. D u B o is . T h e  
m o n u m e n ta l w ork  on th e  su b ject 
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N E G R O E S  O N  T H E  M A R C H . A
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N e g ro  S tru g g le . B y D a n ie l G u erin . 
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M a rx is t.  Best w o rk  on c o n te m p o ra ry  
figh t o f N e g ro  people  fo r  e q u a lity ,  

c lo th : $1.50  ( )

p a p e r: $1.00  ( )

T H A D D E U S  S T E V E N S . B y R a lph  
K o rn g o ld . M a g n ific e n t b io g ra p h y  of 
the g re a t f ig u re  of R a d ic a l R e co n ­
s tru c tio n . (O r ig in a lly  $ 6 .0 0 ) $2.00

( )
(p lu s  15c)

G IA N T  IN  C H A IN S  b y  B a rro w s  D u n- 
ha-m. A  M a rx is t  acc o u n t o f the  
m ean in g  and h is to ry  of ph ilo so p h y . 
In p o p u la r  s ty le , n o t p ro fess io n a l 
ja rg o n . In te n s e ly  in te re s tin g  and  
w it ty  book. (O r ig in a lly  $ 3 .7 5 ) $1 .50

( )
(p lu s  15c m a ilin g  c h a rg e )

A  G E N E R A L  H IS T O R Y  O F  S O C IA L ­
IS M  A N D  S O C IA L  S T R U G G L E S . By  
M . Beer. F iv e  vo lu m es bound as tw o  
c o n ta in in g : S ocia l S tru g g le s  In A n ­
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B y M a rg a re t Cole. T h e  l ife  and  w o rk  
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is t w ho  becam e a u to p ia n  so c ia lis t, 
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IC A . By D a v id  Shannon . T h e  m ost 
recen t h is to ry  o f the  A m e ric a n  S P  
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T H E  J E W I S H  Q U E S T IO N  —  A  
M A R X IS T  IN T E R P R E T A T IO N  b y  A
Leon. E x c e lle n t h is to ry  and an a lys is , 

(c lo th )  $1 .5 0  (p lu s  15c) ( )

(p a p e r )  $1.00  (p lu s  I 5 c ) ( )

O F
U .S .

C h arles  B eard A  la n d m a rk  in
w r it in g  of U .S . h is to ry . $.69 ( >

T H E  E C O N O M IC  B A S IS  O F  P O L I­
T IC S  by C h arles  B eard . (p a p e r)  
$ 1 2 5  (p lu s  10c) ( )

T H E  S T R A N G E  C A R E E R  O F  J IM  
C R O W  by C. V a n n  W o o d w a rd  ( p a ­
p e r )  $1 .50  (p lu s  10c) ( )

A U T O M A T IO N  A N D  S O C IA L  P R O G ­
R E SS by S. L ille y . (O r ig in a lly  $ 3 .7 5 )  
$ 3.25 ( p lus 15c) ( )

R U S S IA  20  Y E A R S  A F T E R  by V ic -  
to r  Serge. A  v e te ra n  of th e  O cto b er  
R e v o lu tio n  and  S ta lin 's  p risons  
d raw s  the b a lan ce  sheet o l n re v o lu ­
tio n  b e tra y e d , (c lo th )  $3 .50  ( )

T H E  L O N G  D U S K  by V ic to r  Serge. 
A  novel. A n ti- fa s c is t  and a n t i -S ta l in -  
is t re fugees cau g h t in F ran c e  by  
N a z i in vas io n . T h e  beg inn ings  o f re ­
sistance m o v e m e n t .  (O r ig in a lly  
$ 2 .7 5 ) $1 .00  (p lu s  15c) ( )

T H E  C O M IN G  O F  T H E  F R E N C H  
R E V O L U T IO N .  By G eorges L e fe b v re  
(p n p e r)  $.95 (p lu s  10c) ( )

H U N G A R IA N  T R A G E D Y  b y  P e ter  
F ry e r. T h e  a u th o r w as H u n g a ria n  
co rresp o n d en t for th e  L on don  D a ily  
W o rk e r . F iere is th e  eyew itness  s to ry  
of the u p ris in g  his p ap er w o u ld n 't  
p r in t,  (p a p e r)  $1 .0 0  (p lu s  10c) ( )

T H E  H A W K  A N D  T H E  S U N  by  
B yro n  Reece. A  novel b y  a S o u th ­
e rn e r a b o u t a ly n c h in g  in a sm all 
to w n . (O r ig in a lly  $ 3 .0 0 ) $1 .00  ( )

(p lu s  15c)

C A S E  O F  T H E  L E G L E S S  V E T E R A N  
by Jam es K u tc h e r  T he  ce leb ra ted  
w itc h -h u n t  v ic t im  te lls  h is  s to ry , 
(p a p e r )  $ .50  ( )

(p lu s  15c)

T H E O D O R E  W E L D , C ru s a d e r for 
Freed om . B y  B enj. P. T h o m a s . B io ­
g ra p h y  o f im p o r ta n t  b u t l i t t le  know n  
A b o lit io n is t  leader. ( O r ig in a lly  $4.25  ) 
$ 1.00 (  ) 

(p lu s  15c)

T E N D E R  W A R R IO R S . T h e  s to ry  of 
the h ero ic  N e g ro  c h ild re n  of L it t le  
Rock w ho  breached  school seg re g a ­
tio n . T o ld  in p h o to g ra p h s , (p a p e r)  
$.99 ( )

(p lu s  15c)

M IL L T O W N .  T h e  s to ry  of one of 
A m e ric a 's  g re a te s t la b o r s tru g g les—  
the lW W - le d  te x tile  s tr ik e  In L a w ­
rence in I 9 12— to ld  in p h o to g ra p h s , 
(p a p e r )  $ .29  ( )

(p lu s  15c)

B O O K S  B Y  L E O N  T R O T S K Y

T R O T S K Y ’S D IA R Y  IN  E X IL E :
1935. Just pub lished . $4 00 ( )

H IS T O R Y  O F  T H E  R U S S IA N  R E V ­
O L U T IO N . T h e  th re e  vo lum es in
one. $10 .00  ( )

L IT E R A T U R E  A N D  R E V O L U T IO N .
Specia l p rice . $1 .9 8  ( )

T H E  F IR S T  F IV E  Y E A R S  O F  T H E  
C O M M U N IS T  IN T E R N A T IO N A L .

c lo th : V o l. I $3 .5 0  ( )
c lo th : V o l. 2 $3 .50  ( )

b o th  $6 00 ( )
(p a p e r )  V o l. 2 $3 .00  ( )

S T A L IN — A n A p p ra is a l of the M an  
and H is  In fluen ce.

c lo th : $3 .50  ( )
p ap er: $1.95  ( )

T H E  T H IR D  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  A F ­
T E R  L E N IN .

c lo th  $4 00 ( )
p ap er: $2 .50  ( )

T H E  R E V O L U T IO N  B E T R A Y E D .
c lo th : $3 00 ( )
p a p e r: $2.00  ( )

T H E  P E R M A N E N T  R E V O L U T IO N .
c lo th : $ 3 5 0  ( )

S T A L IN ’S F R A M E - U P  S Y S T E M  
A N D  T H E  M O S C O W  T R IA L S .

p a p e r $1 .00  ( )

Holiday Book Bargains
(Use this ad as your order form)
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...Monroe Negroes Fight Racists
New N a tio n  Is  B orn  in  A fr ic a

Sekou Toure, third from left, announces birth of Re­
public of Guinea. Toure heads the new government. Last 
September, the country voted independence from France. 
Guinea and Ghana, a former British crown colony, have 
announced plans to federate.

New York 
Bazaar

There w ill be an unusually 
wide selection of gift items 
at low prices at the Annual 
Christmas Bazaar to be held 
Saturday. Dec. 13, from noon 
on, al 116 University Place, 
New York.

A partied selection includes: 
hand made leather belts,
jewelry, rope beads. Virgin
Island straw baskets, chil­
dren’s toys and books, wom­
en's and children's clothes, 
hand made aprons, hats,
steam irons, waffle irons,
radios and other appliances, 
books, cosmetics, perfumes, 
ceramics, men's clothing and 
a special "thrift department."

ECLC to Honor 
Bill of Rights 
Anniversary

The Emergency C iv il L ib e r­
ties Committee w il l  celebrate 
the 167th A nn ive rsary  o f the 
B ill o f R ights on Dec. 15. The 
a ffa ir w il l  be at the H otel New 
Yorker, at 8:30 P.M.

The subject of the evening 
w il l  be “ C iv il R ights and C iv il 
L ibe rties  in  1959.”

Harvey O’Connor, who re­
cently refused to accept a sub- 
pena from  the House U n-A m er­
ican A c tiv it ie s  Com m ittee w ill 
preside. Speakers w il l  be Mrs. 
D oro thy M arshall, Chairman, 
Los Angeles Citizens C om m it­
tee to Preserve Am erican Free­
doms, and Judge H ubert T. De­
laney. C on tribu tion : $2.50 per 
person w ith  coffee and dessert; 
$25 fo r a table o f ten. For res­
ervations, w r ite  to  Emergency 
C iv il L iberties Committee, 421 
Seventh Ave., N.Y. Phone O x ­
ford 5-2863.

(Continued from Page 1) *
going on in Monroe, N.C., fo r 
the past few  years. Then it  ap­
pears no less an act of the most 
heinous b ru ta lity  against inno­
cent ch ildren but, even worse, 
a callous b lasting of tw o c h il­
dren ’s lives to spite and to in ­
tim ida te  the Negro people of 
Monroe.

Several years ago the deter­
m ination of the Negro people 
to w in  first-class citizenship 
which has been observed re­
cently throughout the whole 
South, manifested itse lf in M on­
roe. A  branch of the N AAC P 
which had long been dorm ant 
and under tim id  leadership was 
revived by a younger genera­
tion. O utstanding in the new 
leadership were Robert F. W il­
liams, and Dr. A. E. Perry, 
president and vice-president re ­
spectively o f the U nion County 
NAACP.
LAU NC H  C A M PA IG N

In  the summer of 1957 the 
Monroe N AAC P conducted a 
campaign, as branches in the 
larger cities of the state were 
doing, to secure fo r Negroes use 
of state and m unicipa l recrea­
tion  fac ilitie s  —  parks, go lf- 
courses, sw im m ing pools, etc.— 
which they paid taxes to sup­
port. D r. Perry led a group of 
N AAC P members in a test- 
case attem pt to gain access to 
the c ity 's  on ly m un ic ipa l sw im ­
m ing pool.

Not only were they refused 
their legal right of entry, but 
they were immediately subject­
ed to threats from the Ku Klux  
Klan. In  addition to phone calls 
and personal threats of violence 
against Dr. Perry, the K K K , 
under police escort, staged a 
parade t h r o u g h  the Negro 
neighborhood and fired shots 
into houses.
PROTEST TO GOVERNOR

The Negro people fu r th e r in ­
fu ria ted  the au thorities by re ­
fusing to be in tim ida ted. Rob­
e rt F. W illiam s, president of 
the Monroe N AAC P. sent a 
telegram to Eisenhower, s ta t­
ing: “ Racial violence increas­
ing. K K K  raided Negro neigh­
borhood F riday  n igh t. E ight 
racia l incidents. Please have 
Monroe, N.C., police checked as 
possible K lan  sympathizers.”  
Though Eisenhower did not

deign to take any action, the 
local authorities howled w ith  
rage. In  January of th is year 
W illiam s sent a protest to Gov­
ernor Hodges protesting a pub­
lic ly  scheduled ra lly  o f the 
K K K  in Monroe. W illiam s ’ te le­
gram read:

“ We are in no mood to be 
in tim ida ted  by ungodly, un- 
Am erican Klansmen. The Ne­
gro neighborhood here has 
tw ice been invaded by p is to l­
fir in g , screaming, horn-b low ing 
and hooded Klansmen escorted 
by officers o f the law  who 
showed a wanton disregard fo r 
A rtic le  15 of the U.S. C onstitu ­
tion w hich guarantees equal 
protection under the law. We 
beseech you to use you r high 
office to avert rev iva l of K lan 
action, violence and a meeting 
scheduled fo r Sunday here that 
our homes and streets may not 
become a possible battleground.

Governor Hodges' assistant 
replied by pooh-poohing the 
danger and accusing Williams

of "exaggeration." However, it 
was common knowledge that 
Monroe Negroes were prepar­
ing to defend themselves. More­
over, two weeks earlier Indians 
in Maxton, N.C., had broken 
up a Klan rally aimed al in tim ­
idating them. Either pressure 
exerted from the state capitol 
or demoralization of the K K K  
after its ignominious defeat by 
the Indians, or both, caused the 
cancellation of the K K K  rally. 

Dr. P e rry ’s attem pt to de­
segregate the sw im m ing pool 
made h im  a target fo r the ra ­
cists. As a physician he was 
p a rticu la rly  vu lnerab le  to a 
frame-up. In  October 1957. up ­
on re tu rn ing  from  the State 
N AAC P convention, he was a r­
rested on charges o f having per­
form ed an abortion on a w h ite  
woman who had signed a state­
ment to that effect. By co inci­
dence or by deliberate sym bol­
ism, the offense was fallbged to 
have been com m itted on Oct. 
4— tire date o f the firs t K lan

parade du ring  w hich Dr. P e rry ’s 
house was fired upon.
W H ITE  PUTS UP B A IL

Perry denied the charges and 
to ld reporters, “ th is is a ll pa rt 
o f con tinu ing  efforts to break 
me down.”  A  prom inent w h ite  
citizen of Monroe posted $7.500 
ba il fo r D r. P e rry  “ to perform  
a service fo r the com m unity .”  
He was q u ick ly  found g u ilty  
but the State Supreme C ourt 
ordered a second tr ia l, w h ich 
is now in  process.

Soon a fte r P e rry ’s ind ic tm ent 
w h ite  supremacists presented the 
au thorities w ith  the fo llo w in g  
pe tition : “ We the undersigned 
do here and now demand tha t 
the c ity  and county governm ent 
of Monroe, county of Union, in 
the state of N orth  Carolina, 
w ith  a ll deliberate speed and 
due process o f law , order Dr. 
A. E. P erry and Robert F. W il­
liams, both office holders in the 
C om m unist-inspired N AA C P  to 
leave and not re tu rn  to the 
c ity  of M onroe.”

Three North Carolina cities 
now have token school inte­
gration. On Oct. 27 Williams 
committed the worst crime of 
all in the eyes of Monroe's city 
fathers. He formally petitioned 
the school board to transfer his 
two sons, aged eight and ten, 
from the Jim Crow to the white 
school. In addition to listing 
their qualifications and the in­
adequacies of the Negro school, 
Williams' petition points out 
that the white school is much 
nearer for his children.

Though there has as ye t been 
no o ffic ia l rep ly from  1he school 
board, W illiam s has received 
unoffic ia l replies in the fo rm  
of a spate of threaten ing letters. 
Typ ica l is th is one from  Greens­
boro, N.C., signed w ith  a sku ll 
and crossbones: “ They are 
gonna come and get Robert 
W illiam s, N AAC P, M o n r o e ,  
N.C.”

The sentencing of H anover 
Thompson, age nine, and Fuzzy 
Simpson, age eight, to  re form  
school, possibly t i l l  they are 21, 
may also be considered a quasi­
o ffic ia l answer by the Monroe 
authorities to W illiam s and a ll 
Negroes who w ant fo r th e ir 
ch ild ren  w hat the Supreme 
C ourt has said is r ig h tfu lly  
theirs.

J. Edgar Hoover, Chief of Thought-Police
By H en ry  Gitano

The FBI's highly publicized 
"gang-busting" activity serves 
as facade for its primary func­
tion: the political policing,
through stoolpigeons, perjurers, 
frame-ups and dossiers by the 
millions, of all thought which 
could be dangerous to a crisis- 
ridden social order. The true 
role of the FB I is to engineer 
the witch-hunt.

When Joseph M cC arthy was 
rid in g  high, the top cop of 
Am erica ’s aspiring Gestapo, J. 
Edgar Hoover, said: “ The in ­
vestigating committees do a 
valuable job  . . .  I  never knew 
Senator M cC arthy u n til he 
came to the Senate. I ’ve come 
to know h im  w e ll, o ffic ia lly  and 
personally. I v iew  h im  as a 
friend  and believe he so views 
me.”  M cC arthy ’s chief counsel, 
Roy Cohn boasted: “ I have ac­
cess to F B I files when I want 
them .”
IN  SHEEP'S C LO TH IN G

How much power the F B I 
enjoys was revealed when the 
head of Am erica ’s secret police 
acted as final a rb ite r in the 
dispute over the accusation 
made by fo rm er A tto rney  Gen­
eral B row ne ll tha t President 
T rum an know ing ly  appointed 
to office an alleged spy, H a rry  
D exter W hite. Hoover appeared 
b r ie fly  before a Congressional 
Committee; legislators listened 
to his words on Nov. 17, ’53 “ as 
if  they were gospel”  according 
to James Reston in the New 
Y o rk  Times. The power of the

Fri.. Dec. 19, 8 P.M. Arne 
Swabeck speaks on “ Labor 
A fte r the Democratic Land­
slide.”  M ilita n t Labor Forum. 
777 W. Adams.

•
D ETR O IT

Sat.. Dec. 13, 6 P.M. Chicken 
D inner to Celebrate the 30th 
A nn iversary of the M ilita n t. 
3737 W oodward. Price $1.25. 
Special rates fo r ch ild ren  and 
students.

•
P H IL A D E L P H IA

M ilita n t's  30th Ann iversary 
Celebration. Sat., Dec. 13. 1303 
W. G ira rd  Ave. Hear Daniel

presidency h a d  shifted to 
Hoover.

Recently, Am erica's foremost 
though t-con tro lle r authored —  
personally or by p roxy—  “ Mas­
ters of Deceit —  The S tory of 
Communism in Am erica and 
How to F igh t I t . ”  The book be­
came a best seller. In  it  th is 
“ master of deceit”  promotes a 
police state w h ile  try in g  to sell 
h im se lf as an outstanding l ib ­
eral.

In  the trad ition  of O rw e ll’s 
“ 1984 doub le th ink" H o o v e r  
states: “ T im e a fte r tim e in this 
book I have mentioned that 
honest dissent should not be 
confused w ith  d is loya lty . A  
man has a r ig h t to th in k  as he 
wishes . . . W ithou t free thought 
our society w ould decay. Just 
because a man’s opinion is un­
popular and represents a m in ­
o r ity  v iew po in t or is d iffe ren t 
he is not necessarily d is loya l.”  
You see, i t ’s a ll r ig h t to hold 
unpopular views. You are not 
“ necessarily d is loya l” — but you 
are probably in cahoots w ith  
the “ comm unist underground.” 
W hile  demagogically m ention­
ing trad itiona l c iv il liberties, 
Hoover gives the w arn ing  sig­
nal to sheepishly conform.

"In  every conceivable way, 
Communists try to poison our 
thinking about the issues of the 
day: social reforms, peace,
politics, veterans', women's and 
youth problems. The more peo­
ple they can influence, the 
stronger they w ill be." Accord­
ing to Hoover it is dangerous

Roberts, Ed itor, the M ilita n t, on 
“ The Road to Socialism in 
Am erica and the USSR.”  Re­
freshments 6 30 P.M., Festive 
Baked Ham D inner, 7:30; Meet­
ing, 9:00; .Social evening fo l­
lows. For d inner reservations 
a ll SA 7-2166. Ausp.: M ilita n t 

Labor Forum.
•

LOS ANGELES
Fri., Dec. 19, 8:15 P.M. “ The 

Role of the U nited Nations in  
the W orld Today.”  Speaker: 
Theodore E d w a r d s ,  M arx is t 
W rite r and Lecturer. Questions 
and Discussion. Forum  Hall, 
1702 E 4th St., Ausp.: In te r ­
nationa l Socialist Review.

to think about any vital ques­
tion because this strengthens 
the "godless forces of commun­
ism." He brands the 1957 peti­
tions to ban further nuclear 
tests as the product of a Com­
munist conspiracy and he de­
fames the vast majority of sign­
ers as "deceived citizens."

K a rl M arx  m aintained, ac­
cording to our F B I expert on 
po litica l theory, tha t “ mere so­
cial reform s strengthen cap ita l­
ism, prolong ‘exp lo ita tion ,’ and 
keep the corpse alive. Tear 
capita lism  d o w n  completely. 
Use force and violence.”  H oov­
er must be preparing another 
Sm ith  A c t fram e-up to so un ­
abashedly fa ls ify  w hat M arx 
taught.
THE 'CO M M UNIST  
UNDERGROUND'

Hoover’s “ com m unist under­
ground" w ould be unbelievable 
in a Grade C th r ille r . Thus he 
describes “ tactics employed by 
communists to determ ine if 
they are being fo llow ed.”  “ One 
party  couple registered at a 
motel, then the husband parked 
the car several m iles away. He 
walked back a n d  c l i m b e d  
through a side w indow .”  H oov­
er describes a Communist A m e r­
ica in the fo llow ing  terms: 
“ Communists w ant to control 
everyth ing  . .. the tim e  your 
alarm  clock goes off . . . or the 
amount of cream in you r cof­
fee.”

He contends that the Am eri­
can Communist Party is today 
”a powerful monster endanger­
ing us all." And this at a lime 
when the American Communist 
Party has dwindled from 80.- 
000 members in 1944 to an 
anemic ghost of 3,0001 The 
technique is simple. The CP has 
become so isolated that Hoover 
can lie about it with impunity. 
BEGAN IN  1919

B u t the top snooper also ex­
ploits fo r w itch -hun ting  p u r­
poses the te rrib le  misdeeds of 
the CP. He notes tha t the CP 
sold out the struggle fo r Negro 
equa lity  during  W orld  W ar I I  
(Not that Hoover has promoted 
it then or since.) And he de­
ta ils the CP’s bureaucratic and 
unprinc ip led conduct in the 
w o rk in g  class movement. A ll 
th is he seeks to knead in to  a 
great conspiracy in w hich the 
CP is fin a lly  “ lin ke d ”  to “ es­
pionage” —-and Hoover’s readers 
are inv ited  to jo in  the legion 
of inform ers.

Hoover is not an opponent

Calendar of Euents
CHICAGO

of S ta lin 's crimes against the 
w ork ing  people and against so­
cialism. He is a po litica l cop 
who lashes out against a ll who 
refuse to be regimented. He be­
gan his career as head of the 
new ly  established General In ­
telligence D iv is ion  in 1919, to 
investigate radicals. The G ID  
in filtra ted  radical organizations, 
h ired stoolpigeons and collected 
every scrap o f gossip fo r its 
files. W ith in  a year there were 
more than 450,000 radicals on 
H oover’s card index. W ith in  
three and a ha lf months of the 
G ID ’s existence its biographers 
had completed “  a more or less 
complete h is to ry  o f over 60,000 
rad ica lly -inc lined  ind iv idua ls ."

He followed th is by organiz­
ing the “ Palm er Red Raids" in 
w hich 10,000 were b ru ta lly  a r­
rested on Jan. 2, 1920. A  De­
tro it  law yer charged “ The space 
a llo tted  to those arrested was 
not su ffic ien t to even com fort­
ably stand up . . . the aliens 
had to sleep on stone floors, 
there being no bedding.”  The 
New Y ork  Times r e p o r t e d  
Hoover’s a ttitude  on Jan. 27, 
1920: “ D eportation hearings and 
the shipm ent of the ‘Reds’ from  
this country w il l  be pushed 
rap id ly . M r. Hoover declared 
. . . deportations w il l  not w a it 
fo r the conclusion o f a ll the 
eases.”  Hoover argued with the 
Labor Department that if a 
man's name appeared on a 
membership list, it was suffici-

I ent grounds for deportation. 
From the Palmer Red Raids to 
his alliance w ith Joseph Mc­
Carthy, Hoover has ever been 
the political gendarme.

W ithou t re fe rrin g  to his own 
depredations. Hoover concludes 
his book: "The power of bullets, 
tanks and repression w il l  b u l­
w a rk  ty ra n n y  ju s t so long. Then, 
as the H ungarian F r e e d o m  
Fighters proved, man’s innate 
desire fo r freedom w il l  flare up 
stronger than ever. . . . ”

Hoover has the gall to iden­
t i fy  h im self w ith  these heroic 
revolutionaries. Yet i t ’s true: 
repression can b u lw a rk  ty ranny 
ju s t so long. The U nited Na­
tions Special Commission on 
H ungary reported tha t one of 
the demands in the October 
1956 upris ing was fo r the des­
truc tion  of all the “ screening”  
records so ca re fu lly  b u ilt  up by 
the H ungarian secret police in  
its e ffo rt to watch “ subversive”  
elements.

In Budapest and other cities, 
the H ungarian w o rk ing  people 
in revo lt broke in to  the Head­
quarters of the A V H , the secret 
po litica l police, and destroyed 
files “ conta in ing black lists w ith  
in fo rm ation  and reports on a l­
most every inhab itan t of the 
coun try  and countless record­
ings of telephone and p riva te  
conversations.”  T he ir action was 
notice served on thought cops 
throughout the en tire  w orld .

(First of a series)

Local Directory
B O S T O N

B oston L a b o r  F o ru m , 2 9 5  H u n tin g -  
ton  A v e ., Room  200 .
E v e ry  S u n d ay n ig h t, ro u n d  ta b le  d is ­
cussion , 8 P .M . R oom  200 .

B U F F A L O
M il i t a n t  F o ru m , 831 M a in  S t. 

C H IC A G O
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  7 7 7  W .  

A d am s, D E  2 -9 7 3 6 .
C L E V E L A N D

S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  106 0 9  Su­
p e r io r  A v e ., Room  3 0 1 , S W  1 -1818 . 
O pen F r id a y  n ig h ts  7 to  9.

D E T R O IT
Eugene V . Debs H a ll ,  373 7  W o o d ­

w ard .
LO S  A N G E L E S

F o ru m  H a l!  and M o d e rn  Book Shop. 
1702 E . 4 th  S t. A N  9 -4 9 5 3  o r A N  3 - 
1533. B ook Shop open M o n . 7 -9  P .M .;  
W e d . 8 -1 0  P .M .;  S a t. 1 2 -5  P .M . 

M IL W A U K E E  
150  E a s t Juneau A v e .

M IN N E A P O L IS
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  32 2  H e n ­

nep in  A v e ., 2nd flo o r. O pen noon to  
6 P .M . d a ily  except S u ndays .

N E W A R K
N e w a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , Box 361 , 

N e w a rk , N . J.

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y
M il i ta n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 116 U n iv e r ­

s ity  P lace , A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .
O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y

P .O . Box 3 4 1 , B e rk e le y  1, C a lif .

P H IL A D E L P H IA
M il i t a n t  L a b o r F o ru m  and C a m ­

paign H d q trs . S o c i a l i s t  W o rk e rs  
P a rty , 1303 W . G ira rd  A v e .

S A N  F R A N C IS C O
T h e  M il ita n t .  114 5  P o lk  S t.. R m . 4. 

S a t. 11 A .M . to  3 P .M . Phone P R  6 -  
7 2 9 6 ; i f  no an s w er, V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .

S E A T T L E
65 5  M a in  S t., M U  2 -7 1 3 9 . L ib ra ry ,  

b oo kstore . Classes eve ry  F r id a y  e v e ­
n ing a t 8 P .M . O pen H o use fo llo w in g  
a t » 0 :3 0  P .M .

S T . L O U IS
h o r  In fo rm a tio n  pho ne, M O  4 -7 1 9 4 .


