Nutmeg State
Joins Militant
Fund Drive

By George Lavan

National Fund Drive Director

Last week we ciled as a prime contender in a good-news
contest the letter from a new group of Militant supporters in
San Diego wanting in on the 30th Anniversary Fund Drive —

to the tune of
in that region.
This week
in Connecticut”
pledge of $300
wooden nutimegs.
The similarty
and pledges would
postmarks and dates
with the

a letter
asking to be

of the San

almost

arrived from
entered
and including a down payment — and not in

lead one
did not argue agamnst this
simultaneous discovery by
opposite ends of the earth — of the theorv of evolution,

$300 and showing the color of the money used

of the Militant
scorcboard for a

“friends
on the

and Connecticut letters
to suspect plagiarism f
Apparently as
Darwin and Wallace — at
it is

Dicgo

o case of brilliant minds independently arrviving at an identical

conclusion
We ire
Connecticut

happy and proud

on

to enter both San Dicgo and

the 818,000 scoreboard. The pood-news contest

still remains open for all comers.

It was by an extremely
Allentown was left off the
Il the more because it
a payment on its pledge

unfortunate crrov
scorcboard
wias that weck

at this end that
last week. We apologize
that Allentown sent In

When we emerged from the countinghouse Tuesday at the

stroke of midnight with our

cashbox

and hist of figures, the

tetal stood at $4.148. As you can sce from the steam gauge that

is pushing the quarter

mark. The fund total
hind schedule figuring on a weekly installment basis.

is somewhat be-
This is

not an alarm or exhortation but just a reminder to the forgetful
lest anybody get caught short in the last few weeks.

That reminder is not required by the cities whose names are
printed at the top of the scorchouard (Sce puge 3) in boldfuce

capital letters.

front-running  position

They are ahead of schedule.
last week

All who were in that

remam there and now have

been jomned by Detroit and Boston
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Youth Marchers to Protest
In D.C. Against Jimcrow

OCT. 15 — The Youth March on Washington for Inte-
grated Schools is scheduled to take place on Saturday.

Oct.

95

A. Philip Randolph,

President of the Sleeping

Ca
the nationwide March declared
last Friday: “At the rate things
are going, this dramatic answer
to  segregationists by  yvoung
people will be an event of na-
tional.  perhaps  mternational,
<tentficance. (Amsterdam
News, Oct. 11)

Jackie Robinson will be the
marshal of the March and will
jeed the students in the demon-
stration.  Ernest Green.  the
only Negro to graduate from
the Central High School in
Little Rock. will also be at the
head of the March. The stu-
dents, ranging from elementary
school  to college,  will  first
march to the White louse to
seek an interview with Presi-

Wants Rights
Under Treaty

A Bronx, N. Y., Supreme
Court ruling has denied citi-
zens of Peurto Rican descent
the right to take literacy
tests in their native language
of Spanish. Jose Camacho,
who was born in Puerto
Rico claimed that his con-
stitutional rights were vio-
lated when he was denied
the right to vote on the
grounds he could not read
English. His counsel said the
treaty of Oct. 18, 1898 in
which the U.S. took over the
islands from Spain gave the
Puerto Ricans the right to
use either Spanish or Eng-
lish. He alsc pointed out that
the state of New Mexico
uses both Spanish and Eng-
lish for literacy fests.

Porters and co-chairman of+

L York.

dent  Eisenhower, They will
then march down to the Capi-
tol and present to six congress-
men their own declaration in
defense of the US, Constitution.
The demonstration will climax
with mass rallyv of the stu-
dents at Lincoln Memorial.

The scope of the movement
is indicated by the fact that 41
buses have already been pledg-
ed from New York City. The
NAACP which is sponsoring
some of these is also sponsoring
several buses that will leave
from New Jersey.

3]

The News Lcecader (Baton
Reuge, La,) reports that mobili-
zition committees have been

set up in Baltimore, Washing-
ten, D.C., and Philadelphia in
addition to the one in New
The Negro weckly tells
oi student groups from major
uraversities, including Harvard
and Johns Hopkims in Baltimore.,

who ore preparing to partici-
pate
LENDS BUS

Duke Ellington hag  loaned

iis orchestra’s bus to the March
and the Upper Manhattan Medi-
cal Group huas pledged bus
and has oftered the services of
five doctors and five nurses.
Many c¢ivic and church or-
gunizations are supporting the
March with pledges to make
buses avatlable to the students.
The same s frue for many trade
urions, Among them are locals
of the American Federation of
Teachers. International Garment
Workers Union, Transport
Workers Union, District 65 of
the Retsil Wholesale and De-
partment Store Workers, Local
338 of the Grocery Clerks and
the
Car Porlcrs,

Brotherhood of Sleeping
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Socialist Ticket Fights
For Place on N.Y. Ballot

Most UAW
Units at GM
Still Striking

OCT. 16 — Two thirds of the
United Auto Workers members
at General Motors were still on
strike today two weeks after
the signing of & national con-
tract agreement between UAW
president Walter Reuther and
the corporation.

The workers are striking on
a local level over local sup-
plements to the national agree-
ments in @zn attempt to resolve
pressing problems particu-
larly speed-up — which Reuther
failed to deul with in the na-
tional negotiations.

GM spokesmien announced,
Oct. 14, that 32 UAW units out
of 124 in GM plants have
reached agreement. Since then,
the Oldsmobile division in
Lansing, Mich,, has settled,
bringing the total not striking
at GM to about 85000 out of
275,000 UAW members em-
ployed by the corporation, Olds-
maobile is the only major GM
division to reach agreement so
far and GM has yet to turn out
a single completed car since the
beginning of the 12-hour cor-
poration-wide strike which pre-
ceded the signing of the na-
tional contract agreement Oct. 2.
CONTRACT NOT RATIFIED

Ford and Chrysler are oper-
ating without strikes at pre-
sent though loeal issues are still
being negotated snd the na-
tional agreement has not yet
been vatified by the UAW mem-
bership at those corporations.
After the Oct. 20 deadline for
membership ratification of the
GM contract, the international
union will step into the local
talks. At this point, it doesn't
look as if the deadline will be
met.

An example of the way things
are going on the local level is
the Buick, Oldsmobile, Pontiac
Assembly plant at Linden. New

Jersey (Local 595), where the
warkers voted today to reject
the national agreement. The
vote was 617 to 234 at a local
{ membership meeting open to
the press.

During the discussion one

shop committeeman noted that
it was "“unusual and disgrace-
ful to sign a8 national contract
prior to authorizing all the
locals to strike."”

Every speaker from the floor
emphasized that this contract
did nothing to halt much
less to roll back — the “terrible
speed-up." The local's president
repeatedly asked for a speaker
i favor of the agreement, but
not a single worker responded.

The three-year length of the

(Continued on Page )

Picketline Agamst Cluang Kaz-shek

New York Independent-Socialists demonstrated, Oct.
offices of Chiang Kai-shek’s UN delegation. Demonstrators protested U.S.
the Far East and demanded withdrawal of troops from Formosa, as well as Quemoy and

Matsu.

11,

“Drop Dulles — Not the Bomb." declared one banner.

at the Empire State Building

intervention in

A standing army of unem-
ployed has appeared once more
as a prominent part of the
American economic scene. Ac-
cording to Martin R. Gains-
borough, chief economist for
the National Industrial Confer-
ence Board, recovery from the
recession has almost reached
its pre-recession peak. How-
ever he said, "The percentage
of the labor force unemployed
is uncomfortably close 1o the
postwar peak and a hard core
of continuing unemployment is
to be found in the durable
goods industry.”

In the previous rccessions of
1949 and 1954 the subsequent
pick-up absorbed virtually all
the laid-off workers. Today,
however. the most optimistic
economists are unable to see
full employment even if the
present rate of recovery con-
tinues. This is revealed in an
article in the Oct. 17 U.S. News
and World Report which pre-
dicts a return of prosperity in
1959. While claiming that two
million workers will be rehired
next year the magazine says,
“Unemployment, even so is to
drop by only about 800,000.
Why? Mainly because the la-
bor force will grow by
more than a million in the year
ahead offsetting the increasc in
jobs.”

Increase in the labor force is

Standing Army of Jobless I

By Gordon Bailey

one reason for a
body of unemployed.
fundamental cause is the in-
creasing ploductivity of Amer-
ican  labor through improved
technology and through speed-
up. The U.S. News article says.
"NMining and manufacturing are
tawo hroad fields in which im-
moved methods and automa-
tion are enabling industry to
get more work from fewer
workers. The output of mines
and factories are about 4%
higher now than it was three
vears ago. but employment
down by about 7%."
PRODUCTIVITY RISE

An article in the Oct. 13 Wall
Street Journal points out that
the rate at which workers are
being displaced by machines is
now at an all time high. “Out-
put of U.S. factories has ex-
panded more than a third as
much in the past 10 years as in
all the previous years of
American history combined,
Yet there are actually fewer
production workers employed
in U.S. plants today than there
were 10 years ago.”

Reflecting the vast strides in
improved technology, Invest-
ment in labor saving equip-
ment, according to this article,
has climbed from $2.2 billion
in 1939 to $17.2 hillion
year,

Investment

permanent
A more

is

in labor saving

last |

cquipment by bjg business con-
tinues through both booms and
rocesstons.  In faect it 1s es-
pecially during business slow-
downs that the giant monopo-
lies eliminate their more anti-
quiated  plants,  install  more
cost eutting machinery and get
rid of the “less productive”
workers,

For the unemploved worker
depression spells tragedy. But
for the big capitalist, depression
px‘n\'xdc's the opportunity to im-

prove his profit-making posi-
tion in the subsequent upturn.
Not only does the economic

suueeze drive out weaker
petitors, but the
workers thrown out of jobs
form a pool of unemployed
that threaten the standards of
those still working, thus po-
tentially  weakening the bar-
gaining power of labor.

Just as Detroit auto work-
Crs, uncmployed for  nine
months or more. are beginning
ta doubt they will ever be re-
hired, so workers in general
will come to realize that un-
employment no longer a
temporary phenomenon. So far,
however, the union leadership
has not put forward a program
to fight permanent unemploy-
moent,

On the contrarvy. far too many
labor leaders have retreated in

(Continued on Page 4)

com-
millions of
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Clwl leertles Union
Condemns Violation of
ISP Election Rights

NEW YORK, Oct. 13 —

As we approach press time,

the United Independent-Socialist ticket is awaiting final

court decision on iis appeal from the Oct.

Carmine De Sapio’s Department
of State which declared its in-
dependent nominating petition
invalid. Fighting the Tammany-
rigged decision every inch of
the way. the Independent-So-
cialists have won important
support from the American
Civil Liberties Union and its
New York City affiliate,

The opening round of the
court battle in the State Su-
preme Court today marked the

complete collapse of lurid
charges of *“fraud." “forgery"
and “misrepresentation’” made

by the three Democratic party
lawvers who filed the challenge
against the Independent-Social-
ists. Their charges had been
prominently featured in the Al-
hany press at the time the three
members of the Democratic
party state law committee or-
iginally moved for disqualifica-
tion of the 27,000 signatures
filed by the Independent- So-
cialists.

NO WITNESS APPEARS

When the Supreme Court
hearing of the appeal opened

yesterday, the attorney for the
challengers insisted on addi-
tional time to present testi-

mony by unidentified witnesses
presumably 1o substantiate
the charges made in the press.
However, the hearing was con-
cluded today without a single
witness to ISP *“fraud" being
biought forward. The case was
argued solely on technicalities.

Whether the ISP will be cer-
tified for the ballot now hinges
on how the court! rules on 16

disputed signatures in three
counties. The challenge to
these signatures is based on

such grounds as that an address
had been changed from “N.Y.”
to “New York” without the
change having been initialed.

The Supreme Court decision,
expected at any time, will be
automatically appealed to the
Appellate Division of the Su-
preme Court and then to the
Court of Appeals. highest court
in the state. An unfavorable
decision will be taken through
these stages of appeal by the
Independent-Socialists and a
favorable one by De Sapio's Al-
bany office and by the chal-
lenging attorneys.
ACLU RAPS DEMOCRATS

A statement of the American
Civil Liberties Union, issued
Oct. 10, sharply criticized the
move to keep the Independent-

9 ruling of

ECLC Scores
Ballot Ban

NEW YORK, Oct. 13 —
The Emergency Civil Lib-
erties Committee, in a state-
ment today, joined the pro-
test against the decision of
Carmine De Sapio’s deputy
to rule the Independent-So-

cialist and Socialist Labor
parties off the ballot.
The ECLC said: “Barnett

Nova’s straining for absurd
technicalities to prevent the
Independent - Socialist and
Socialist Labor parties from
presenting their candidates
to the people on November
4 is no? only an abuse of his
powers but a threat to the
democratic process.”” The
statement was issued through
the committee’s director,
Clark Foreman.

Mr. Foreman added that
his commitiee hoped that an
appeal to the courts would
remove Nova’s restrictions
and allow the people to de-
cide which candidates they
wished to vote for.

Socialists off the ballot and
pledged support to the court
action against it. The statement
stressed the “picayvune” techni-
calities on which the disqualifi-
cation was based and declared
that “the complaints against the
ISP were also open to question

because they were made by
Democratic Party Law Com-
mittee  members  before the

Democratic Party Jeader who
holds the office of Secretary of
State.”

The ACLU also reported that
it had brought the mattier to
the attention of Governor Har-
riman and that he had refused
to intervene. It said a reply
from the Governor's Counsel
declared he would not “inters
vene in proceedings pending
before the Secretary of State
or other administrative agencies
or officials of the State.”

The ACLU stand. which was
made public by Rowland Watts,
staff counsel, and George E.
Rundquist, city executive direc-
tor. also noted that the Inde-
pendent-Socialists had reported
instances of intimidation by
local election oftficials.

(Continued on Page 2)

Ohio Labor Unites to Fig

By Jean Simon

CLEVELAND, Oc¢t. 14 — Or-
ganized labor has plunged into
independent political action
Ohio, and discovered that it
can swim.,

Meany and Reuther's “theor-
1es” that a labor party is not
in the cards for the American
working class are being jolted.
The struggle against the em-
plover - sponsored  “Right - to -
Work"-without-unions constitu-
tonal amendment driving
home the lesson that labor
cannot defend its vights and
working conditions today with-
out 11s own independent poli-
tical organization,

Anti-union forces introduced
the RTW law in the Ohio leg-
islature  sIX 1IMEs  UNSUCCess-

1S

fully. The power of the work-
g class i this state, the see-
ond industirial state in the na-
tion, was too greal for the

Dcemocratic  and  Republican
politicians to take & chance on
passing 1.
TRY GIMMICK

This vear. couniing on the
custoinary apathy of the voters
i a non-presidential  election,
the RTW advocates decided {n
try o pass it by a gunmick.

They would take it out of the
realm of “partisan”™ politics:
they would free both the Dem-
ocralic and Republican partics
of responsibility for the anti-
union measure, by placing 1t
on the ballot by petition.

With Ohio election laws yig-

ged as they are to prevent
democratic expressions of the
will of voters, 11 takes half a
million signatures to place an
issue on the bhallot. But for big
money mterests, that 1 only
a small burden. At twenty
cents a signature, an army of

professional signature gatherers

was hied, and a highlv-paid
advertising campaign  launched
to disguise the union-busting

campaign as a democralic cru-
sade

They had valuable assists
from the McClellan committee,
the big and little "labor rack-
ets” investigations, the Taft-
Hartley conspiracy trials, They
also exploited the divisions
within the labor movement —
the purges and expulsions, the
lop-sided ethics of the AFL-
CIO Ethical Practices Commit-
tee with its collusion in at-
tempts to desiroy the power of
the Teamsiers union,

Ohio labor leaders were slow
to respond. Instead of challeng-
ing the RTW movement {rom
the first with a vigorous cam-
paign against the petition drive,
they were trapped in the dem-
ocratic pretense of the form of
the referendum. They were un-
able to conduct an effective
drive agamst the anti-working
class content of the petition
drive. As g result, the neces-
sary petitions were secured and
the measure was certified for
the ballot

Bv then the alarm in the la-
bor movement had grown to
proportions that demanded ac-
tion—and "all hell broke loose.”

Labor created its own politi-

cal orgamzation to fight the
Right - To - Work  amendment,
United  Organized  Labor of

Ohio.

ALL UNIONS IN UOLO

All the unions are included—
AFL-CIO, United Mineworkers,
Teamsters, Railroad Brother-
hoods. etc. The state and local
central laber bodies began to
serve as organizing centers for
the mobilization of non-union
as well as union and unemploy-
ed workers in their communit-
ies. The Nalional Association

ht Phony Right to Work

for the Advancement of Color-
ed People. meeting in national
convention in Cleveland. and
the State Conference of the
NAACP took a stand against
RTW. All the leading church
groups with a mass base issued
statements against the proposed
amendment,

The first phase
rampaign  was  a
vote-No drive. The
sponded  lLike  thev
sponded to COPE's previous
regislier-l1o-volte campalgns, B\’
the Sept. 24 deadline Ohio had
an all-time record registration.
In the Cleveland area alone.
Cuvalioga countv, over 50,000
volers pegistered on Sept. 18,
high point of the sign-up cam-
paign, and results in other in-
dustiial centers throughout the
state were comparable.

All bt labor’s most unregen-
crate  foes publicly  admitted
that the RTW issue and the
unton drive were responsible for
the unprecedented registration
SECOND PHASE

Now the second phase of the
IQLO campalen s under wayv,
fo get an overwhelming major-
iy of the voters to go 1o the
pulls Nov. 4 and vole No.

of UOLQ's
register-to-
unions re-
never re-

Here the spirit in the ranks,
the participation of volunteers,
the talents and ingenuity and
militancy emerging, are com-
parable only to the CIO organ-
izing days of the 1930's. The
leadership of the labor move-
ment is being pushed far be-
vond its original conservative
approach.

Precinct and ward commit-
tees for election dayv activity
are being sct up from the union
membership on  a volunteer
basts, and for one purpose
only—!o campaign against is-
sue No. 2. as the RTW amend-
ment is now known.

The basic principle of UOLQO’s
fight against Issue No. 2 is that
only by mass action can this
attack on labor be defeated.

From thal premise other im-
portant conclusions have fol-
lowed:

(1) The absolute nccessity foy
untled action led by organized
labor. This mececant cutling
through all divisions in the
working class, through jurisdic-
tional disputes, through burcau-
cratic power fights, and cven
through red-baiting attacks.

(2) The impossibility of work-

ing through Democratic “friends

of labor”
campaign

or linking the UOLO

against “Right-to -
Work™ in any way with the
politicians of Democratic or
Republican parties.

The need for united.
pendent mass action lo defeat
Issue No. 2 ruled out the pos-
sibility  of usmg the official
AFL-CIO Committee for Poli-
tical Education since it is too
closely identified with support
of Democrats and mere letter-
writing campalgns. A new and
different agency, the UOLO,
had to be created.

ISSUE OVERSHADOWS
GOVERNOR'S RACE

The new situation in Ohio
politics as a resull of the clear-
cut class nature of lhe issue
was accurately described by a
coltmitst 1 the Sun  Press,
Cleveland area suburbap week-
lv. who wrote 1 the Sept. 25
1ssue:

“Top pocket-book item in
Ohio is the 'Right-to-Work’
autestion on the November bal-
lot.

“It overshadows and has be-
come part and parcel of the
governor’s race and it has plac-
ed all candidates for public of-

inde-

(Continued on Page 4)
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Editor:

A Letter Abhout
San Francisco
Political Conference

It is clear that there is a new mood prevailing in the
left-wing political community of this area. Throughout.

there are
thought and action, This mood!
is marked by a strong desive
for unity of action among ull
radicals. In sharp contrast 1o
the past is the air of [riendly
and tolerant discussion oven
when differences  are  most
sharp and seemingly unbiidae-
able. A recal turning point has
been reached i the hife of the
radical movement here.

This turning point has been
reached after an intense cight-
month discussion and debale.
And the culminating confronta-
tion of views 1ook place at the

Sept. 27-28 Independent Palit-
ical Action conference at the
headqguarters building of {he
Longshoremen's Union.
BACKGROUND

A  brief discussion of he
background of the conference

is in place. It grew oul of the
experimental and cexploratory
political campaign around the
candidacy of Ilolland Roberts
for the non-partisan office of
State Supermtendent of Publie
Instruction carly this year. The
cAmpaign was organized by a
coalition of socialists [rom Uhree
main groups. the Communist
Party, the Socialist Workers
Party and a large group of
presently unafTiliated vacdheals,
most of whom were members
or supporters of the CP. A
scattering of libeval pacifists
added to the campaign effort,

The Roberts campaign imme-
diately reflected the debate that
was gping on in New Yook
over the correct course [or so-
cialists. One purt of the cam-
paign stafll was lor a funda-
mental socialist campaign—the

other argued for a “people’s
coalition” campaign with hul-
den persuaders  for  socialist
ideas. They promptly earned
the description  of  “sublimal
socialists” The candidate hon-
self finally lined up with the

“sublimal socialists” While the
difference was deep, the diseus-
sion was catvied on I g inost
fraternal manner. At the end it
was agreed thal the debale
should be put before a wido
audience. It was this that led
to the conference.

HOLLOW VICTORY

Most of the active radicals in
the area turned out to partici-
pate in or observe (his most
irpportant political debate. Some
200 persons registered al one
time or another for the confer-
ence but average attendance at
each session did not reach this
figure. During the first day and
a half of the conference, sup-
porters of the two contending
views were prefty  evenly
matched with a slight edge on
the side of united sacialist
political action. However, in
the crucial voting at the final
session, the local Communist
Party leadership went all-out
to bring in enough supporters
to turn the scales decisively
for their position. But their
victory is generally regarded
as a hollow one. A widely held
view was summed up by one
observer, a political science
student from the University,
who commented, “The social-
ists lost the vote but won the
conference.”

Local CP spokesmen had or-
iginally opposed convening of
the conference, viewing il
cutting across what they des-
cribe as the main political job
—"the defeat of Knowland.”
But unable to prevent their
own people from participating
in the conference, they threw
their weight behind a catch-all
resolution designed to stop the
formation of a socialist elector-
al bloc. The resolution called
for creation of the “Independ-

as

unmistakable signs
>

I

socialist

About SF
Conference

A Northern California In-
dependent Political Action
Unity Conference was held
in San Francisco, Sept, 27-8.
Two resolutions expressed
the basic difference of ap-
proach to independent politi-
cal action that prevailed at
the conference. The first de-
clered: “This conference an-
nounces its intention to enter
the 1959 elections in the Bay
Area with a slate of avowed
socialist candidates running
on a socialist program.” The
conflicting resolution pro-
posed instead activity around
“issues’” and possible “inde-
pendent” candidates where it
would “advance” issues. Prin-
cipal spokesman for the so-
cialist action resolution was
Vincent Hallinan, 1952 Pro-
gressive Party Presidential
candidate. Speaking for the
opposing resolution, which
carried 84-54, was Dr. Hol-
land Roberts, recent candi-
date for California Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction.

ol a rebirth of

ot Voters of Califormia” and
would be dedicated o “pres-
sure” on pubhie ofheals: Tt ta-
vored nomination of “indepen-
dent” candidates al an unspeci-
fiod Tutuce date and set a goal
of an ultimate “now  politicud

velele ™ In realiy  the door
Pwas left open for a rvefreat (o
the “prass rools” — a  local

cuphemism for the Democratie

Partv.

TEST VOTE ON
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

An inferesting lest vole came
carly in the conference on @
resolittion opposing capital pun-
ishment, The final clause of the
ro<oliytion spocitivally condemn-
of eapital ponish
ment aganst pohitical dissidents

ol |=‘.~ 1y ¢

—an obvious reference to the
execution  of  Imye Nagy in
TTuneary  and  other  simular
cases. The CP leaders at the
conforence  pressed  vigoronsly
for clitnination of this clause
but  were unsuceessful. Mam
former  party  members  and
‘)I'(‘.‘.(‘l\t H'IL‘IT\')(‘]'S \\'l\O Otht’l"
wise pgencerally ageee with the

CP political hine. refused (o go
along with the shameful stand.

With {the defeat of the reso-
fution for united socialist polit-
ical action the conference came

to a vclose. The Communist
Party  tops had accomphished
their aim of blocking socialist

olectoral unity. The new or-
ganization {hey formally estab-
lished, 1t 1s generally predicted.
will never see the light of day
there has been
an enthusiastic response  from
many conference  participants
to the creation of a United So-

Mceanwhiie,

cialist Action conmiittee in the
arca. The committee has had
s first mecting, and in a
spirifed.  business-like  session
laid the preliminary  ground-
work for a Bay Avea socialist
campaign, Its fist action was
to join hands with a similar
committee in Los Angeles to
wage a socialist opposition to
the “right-to-work™ hill. A suh-
commiltee has been set up to

study and recommend plans for
a model socialist campaign in
some  community in the Bay
Avea this coming ycar. A new
chapter, and a promising onc.

has been opened up for the
socialists of California.
A.S.
San Francisco
Oct. 14

graphs in the

under capitalism.”

Indep.-Socialists
Issue Platform

NEW YORK — The United Independent-Socialist Cam-
aign Committee last week began public distribution of the
al draft of its election platform. The original draft was
pdopted at the initiating conference of the Independent-
Socialist ticket held here June 13-15. The tfinal draft of the
P}a:form includes several minor revisions and two additional
section entitled,
lanned economy, for socialism.”

The first of the additional paragraphs is: “The traditions
of the American people and the high development of the
American economy assure that American socialism will not
only be based firmly on the Bill of Rights but will also give
these rights far more substance than they have ever had

The second is: “We see man not solely as a competitive
Individual but also as a social being who finds fullillment
when be can identify himself with the cooperative goals of
an entire people. Only in a society characterized by coop-
erative institutions can a worker, understanding the common

al to which his labor is devoted, feel the social usefulness
of his work — and the intellectual, the artist, the writer,
whose creative talents are today shunted into escapist and
commercial forms, find the richest areas of communication,”

Copies of the platform may be obtained by writing to
Independent-Socialist Party, 799 Broadway, New York 3. N.Y.

“For democracy, for

By Ethel Bloch

This year’s gubernatorial race
in New York State features
contention between two multi-
millionaires Averell Harri-
man, Democrat, and Nelson
Rockefeller, Republican. Many
articles have Trecently been
written about them, the gist
being that because both men
are so wealthy through inheri-
tance (though themselves un-
tainted by the greedy manipu-
lations of their fathers and
grandfathers) they do not have
to struggle for their daily bread
and can dedicate themselves
unselfishly to the welfare of the
people. Can it be true that
Harriman and Rockefeller are
now divorced from their eco-
nomic class and its special in-
terests and are able to serve
all mankind?

In Harriman's case this would
seem plansible at  first  blush
because he enjovs the endorse-
ment of the state's AFL-CIO
leaders and, perhaps even more

convineing to some, the sup-
port of the Communist Party
leaders. (True. the AFL-CIO

burecaucrats opposed Harriman
when he first threw his hat in
the gubernatorial ring in 1934
they  wanted Franklin D,

Roosevelt Jr. at the time. But
once Harriman had the nomi-
nation cinched, they obediently
swung into line behind the
‘Dcmocruhc Party's choice. And
the CP leaders in turn swung
behind “Labor’s choice.”)
NEGATIVE SUPPORT

Since there is precious little
in Harriman's record to com-
mend him as a champion of the
working pcople, the union and
CP oflictaldom have been com-
pelled to say a lot more about
what's wrong with Rockefeller
than about what's right with
IHarriman, TFor example, the
Communist  Party puper, the
Worker, has devoted o pood
deal of space to the readily es-
tablished fact that oil tyegon
Rockefeller has a vested in-
terest in US. intervention in
the Mideast. Quietly ignored is
the fact that banker Huarriman
played a decimive rvole i shap-
ing that intervention.

The first major move by U.S
copital to cut itself in on lu-
cralive British oil holdings in
the Mideast came with the
[rontan crisis of 1951, At that
tnue Irioman Premiacer Mossii-
deglt had nationalized the coun-
try's oil ndustry  owned by
British oil barons. Seizing the
opportunity  for the US. to
move in, President Truman se-
leeted  Harriman 1o negotiste
a  “settlement”  between Iran

Harriman:
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and Britain.
AS BLUNT AS A §$

A good account of how Ilar-
riman handled the situation
appeared in the magazine Busi-
ness Week, Aug. 4, 1951. It
gave a glowing description of
how Harriman “worked a mira-
cle in Iran — averted explos-
ion of oil issue which threatened
to blow West out of Middle
Eust.” The article desceribes hig
arrival in Iran his being
rushed in a limousme 1o the
Shah's  magnificent palace.
There he stood at the bedside
of the ailing Mossadegh and
told him with “Yankee dollar
bluntness™ that the U.S.
wouldn‘t help Iran to produce
or sell its oil.

The Tranians had naively
hoped they could simply hive
foreign engineers and then just
go ahead and market their ol
But Harviman set them straght
on that “pipe dream,” reported

Newsweek., He reminded the
Iranians that oil was controlled
by an international cartel nd-
that nobody would dare buy
frem them. If they didn't ac-
cept a “reasonable offer” from
Britain, Harriman  told  them

there would be no more US.
aid. If they did setile, he hint-
ed, such aid might increase.

(Continued from Page 1)

Meanwhtle, the Independent-
Soctzlists are vigorously press-
ing their opposition to the re-
actionary forcign and domestic
policies of the two capitalist
parties. A wide audience 1s be-
ing reached through radio and
TV appcarances by the candi-
dates (see listing page two),
participation in a scries  of
clection  symposiums  and  de-
bates and mailing of campaign
literature,

Calendar
Of Events

CLEVELAND
Richard B. Tussey.
representative speak on
Fight to Defeat the
Right-to-Work Amend-
ment.” Friday, Oct. 24, 8:30
PM  YMCA, 2200 Prospect
Ave. Auspices: Cleveland Mil-
itant Forum,.

Hear
union
“Labor's
Phony

DETROIT
FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIALIST
FORUM. A talk and ciscussion
on The Formosa Crisis. Speak-
cr: Robert Himmel, Jr., Social-
ist Workers Party, candidate
for Sceretary of State. Friday,
Oct. 24, 8 P.M. Eugene V. Debs
Hall, 3737 Woodward Ave.
L ]
LOS ANGELES
National Guardian Tenth An-
niversary Jubilee. Sat., Nov. 8,
$:30 P.M. “Living Newspaper”
in Songs and Satire. Embassy
Aud., Ninth and Grand. Tickets
$§1.25. Call AN 8-7777.

Hear Della Rossa on “The
Beat Generation and Its Liter-
ature.” Friday, Oct. 24, 8:15
P.M. 1702 E. 4th St. Ausp.: In-
ternational Socialist Review.

®
NEW YORK

Sun., Oct. 26. 8 P.M. George
Lavan, Militant Staff Writer,
<peaks on “School Desegrega-
tion and Little Rock.” In addi-
tion hear a report of the Stu-
dent March on Washington by
a participant, Question and dis-
cussion, 116 University  Place
(Near 13th St Contrib. 50
cents,  Ausp.: Militant  Labor
Forum.

Under the pressure of these
threats, Iran agreed that Brit-
a4 should continue to produce
and sell its oil.

“Win or lose,” declared
Newsweek, “the Harriman mis-
sion has blazed a trail for a
new U.S. policy of direct par-
ticipation with Britain in Mid-
dle Eastern affairs . . . and the
Harriman mission has proved
how effective direct U.S., in-
tervention can be as a catalyst
and lubricant for settling Mid-
dle East quarrels,”

The imperialist  policy be-
hind Harriman’s ‘trail blazing’
in the Midezst reached its cli-
rax, of course, with the recent
U.S. armed intervention in
Lebanon.

Truman's choice of Harriman
for that parbcular mission was
bhased on o well-established
record. Harviman first entered
the government as a National
Recovery  Act  administrator
during the depths of the de-
pression.  Roosevelt, deeply
aware that the very life of the
capitalist system was atl stake,
needed and sought out men
who were rooted in big busi-
ness but vet cool headed and
clear thinking about the job
that bad to be done. (Inter-
estingly enough, it was during

that same period that Roose-
velt brought Nelson Rockefeller
into the government.)

Since those early New Deal
days, publicists have tried to
create the impression that when
Harriman became active in
politics he disengaged himself
from his business enterprises
and had no active concern
with profit-making.
HARRIMAN'S INVESTMENTS

But from 1391 to 1946 he was
a full partner in Brown Broth-
ers Harriman and Co., a multi-
million dollar banking and in-
vestment house. Today he is a
“limited"” partner in a 5%-
million dollar investment firm.
From 1931-1942 he was chair-
man of the board of the Illi-
nois Central railroad in which
he owns shares valued at $47
million. In 1956, he was re-
portedly one of the biggest
stockholders in the Union-Pa-
cific Railroad, with stocks val-
ved at over $4 million.

In a Sepl. 28 article about
the two millionaire candidates,

Life magazine explains that
Harriman's “bent for foreign
investment led him in the

1920's to a deeper contempla-
tion of America's role in a
world economy increasingly de-
pendent on it.”

Life could have added that a
corollary of Harriman’s “con-
templation” of the U.S. role
has been a continuing preoccu-
pation with the Soviet Union.
Over the years he has pushed
an aggressively anti-Soviet line.

At the height of the wartime
alliance with the Soviet Union
when Harriman was ambassa-
dor to that country ,the late
James Forestal wrote in his
diary, “He [Harriman] stated
his strong apprehensions as to
the future of our relations with
Russia unless our attitude
toward them became character-
ized by much greater firmness
.. . He said the outward thrust
of Communism was not dead
and we might well have to
fuce an ideological warfare
just ., , . as dangerous as Fas-
cism or Nazism."

SCORES ‘SOFTNESS’

Harriman has been sharply
critical of the Eisenhower ad-
ministration whenever it has
shown any tendency toward
coping with popular world
pressure by easing up a bit on
the cold war. Writing in the
April, 1956, Atlantic Monthly
on the "Soviet Challenge and
American Policy,” he asserted
that the Soviet “coexistence”
policy is undermining the U.S.
and bitterly assailed the ad-
ministration as being taken in

. . . Indep.-Social

Also, two major open-air
rallies have been scheduled and
a final city wide indoor rally.
An upstate tour by candidates
will include appearances i Al-
bany, Buffulo, Syracusce and
Schenectady.

GARMENT DISTRICT RALLY

The first of the open air ral-
lies sponsored by the ecity cam-
paign committee will be held
in the heart of New York's
garment district at Tth Ave.
and 3§th St., on Wed., Oct. 22.
The rally will run from 11:30
AM. to 2 PM., a time when
the area is filled with garment
workers on their lunch periods,

The rally will feature speeches

ist Ballot Fight

by Corliss Lamont, candidate
for U.S. Senator, John T. Mec-
Manus, condidate for Governor,
Annette T. Rubinstemn, candi-
date for Lt.-Governor and Cap-
tum  Hugh Mulzae, candidate
for Comptroller. I} his schedule
permits, Seott K. Gray, Jr,
candidate for Attorney General,
will travel down from Troy for
thie rally.

The candidates will also speak
at a rally Saturday afternoon,
Oct. 25, at Harlem’s traditional
rally point in front of the
Theresa Hotel at 7th Ave. and
125th St. It will run from 1 to
4 o’clock.

A good indication that a
favorable response can be ex-

pected at these rallies was pro-
vided by the very successful
rally staged this Monday after-
noon by the Young Sacialist
Alliance at Columbia Univer-
sity, with Dr. Rubinstein as the
main speaker. Despite a steady
rain, an average of 125 students
were present throughout the
lively two-hour meeting to hear
the Independent-Socialist nomi-
nee and spokesman for the YSA.

The final campaign rally will
be held Thursday evening, Oct.
30, at the Palm Gardens Ball-
room, 306 W, 52nd Si. In addi-
tion to the candidates, the ral-
ly is scheduled to include promi-
nent guest speakers and en-
tertainers.

Socialist Candidates on TV, Radio

New York

Indep.-Socialists

Here is the schedule of radio
and TV appearances of New
York's  Independent - Socialist
candidates as avranged thus far,

SEE. HEAR
CORLISS LAMONT

Fri.,, Oct. 17, Midnight. Barry
Gray Show. WMCA, 1130 Kke.

Sat., Oct. 18, 1-2 P.M. "Right
Now” program. Lamont and op-
posing senatorial candidates are
suests of Ron Cochran. WCBS-
TV. Channel 2.

Thurs., Oct. 23, 11:15 P.M,
Tex and Jinx Show. WOR.
710 ke.

Oct. 19-20-21-22-24, 9:35-10

P.M. Statements by Lamont vs.
other senatorial candidates.
“People’s Chowe" program.
WNEW-Radio, 1130 ke.

®
SEE, HEAR
JOHN T. McMANUS

Advertisement

Socialist

Workers Party
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WHAT IT STANDS FOR

By Joseph Hansen

54 pages 25 cents
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116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

Sun., Oct. 19, 5-5:30 P.M. In-
terview, WOR-Radio, 710 ke.

Sat., Oct. 25, 1 to 2 PM,
"Right Now™ program. McMan-
vs and opposing gubernatorial
candidates are guests of Ron
Cochran. WCBS-TV, Channel
2

Sun,, Oct. 26, 12:30-1:00 P.M.
Interview. “Between the Lines.”
WNEW-TV, Channel 5.

Oct. 26-27-28-30 and Nov. 2,
9:35 to 10 P.M. Siatements by
McManus vs. other gubernator-
1al candidates. “People’s Choice™
program; WNEW-Radio, 1130

New Jersey
Socialist Workers

SEE, HEAR Daniel Roberts,
Candidate for U.S. Senator:

Mon., Oct, 20, 1 to 1:30 P.M.
“Fannic Hurst Showvase."
WNEW-TV, Channel 5.

Minnesota
Socialist Workers

HEAR William M. Curran,
candidate for U.S. Senator:

Tues., Oct. 21, 8:15 to 8:30
P.M. WTCN.

Wisconsin
Socialist Workers

SEE., HEAR James Boulton,
Candidate for U.S. Senator:

Mon., Oct. 27, 10:05 PM.
Newscast Interview. WASU-TV.

Sun., Nov. 2, 3:30 P.M. Lea-
gue of Women Voters Forum,
All candidates for governor and
senator (will include Wayne
Leverenz). WTMJ-TV.

Thurs,, Oct. 23, 5§ to 5:15 P.M.
Radio: WHA and WHA-FM.

L ]

SEE, HEAR Wayne Leyerensz,
candidate for governor:

Mon., Oct. 20, 10:05 P.M,
Newecast Interview. WASU-TV.

Wed., Oct. 22, 5 to 5:15. Ra-
dio: WHA and WHA-FM.

Sun., Nov. 2, 3:30 P.M. Lea-
gue of Women Voters Forum.
All candidates for governor and
senator (will include James
Boulton). WTMJ-TV.

Michigan
Socialist Workers

SEE. HEAR Evelyn Sell, can-
didate for U.S. Senator:

Sat., Oct. 25, 7:15 to 7:30 P.M.
“America’s Foreign Policy.”
WWJ-TV, Channel 4.

Advertisement

Every Test Kills

By Linus Pauling

The Nobel prize winning
scientist speaks ou! against
the nuclear bomb tests.

10 cents
Order from:

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

by it. He is quite aghast at the

prospect that Washington s
being duped into a ‘‘softer”
policy.

Consistent with his anti-So-
viet jingoism in his support to
the witch hunt, One of his first
appointments as Goyernor was
that of Arthur Levitt 20 the
Advisory Committee of the
State Legislature. Levitt was
the man who sparked the witch
hunt in the New York school
system. Another Harriman op-
pointee to that committee was
Miles Lane. His claim o dis-
tinction is that he prosecuted
the first 13 Communist Party
leaders under the Smith Act
and had a hand in the frame-
up trial of Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg.

On taking office, Harriman
renewed  the  state  “security
risk” law and ordered sixty
formerly exempted state em-
ployes to fill out loyalty ques-
tionnaires. Last year he renew-
ed the risk law again over the
protest of civil-liberty, labor
and liberal groups. A great one
for weeding out “subversives"
everywhere, he has warmly com-
mended the labor officialdom
for driving Communists out of
unions.

In the present campaign, an

No Traitor to His Class

cffort is being made to depict
Harrmman as an opponent of
Tammany Hall. The creators of
tins myth would like to forget
that his very first appointment
was that of Tammany boss De
Sapio as Sccretary of State,
making him the first governor
ol the state to include a Tam-
muany leader in his official cab-
1net.
HARD WORKER

Harriman once told an inter-

viewer “It is the duty of
everyone, rich  or  poor, to
work.” These words have an

ironic ring today as nearly half
a million New York workers
tramp the slreets in search of
a job while Harriman joins
hands with the Legislature to
deny them any meaningful aid.
But it must be conceded that
ITarriman  has worked hard.
While paying all necessary at-
tention to swelling his personal
fortune, he has put in 25 years
oi devoled political service to
his class. Through the vehicle
of the Democratic party, he has
labored to safeguard Big Busi-
ness protits at home and abroad
— including the profits of his
personal friend, Nelson Rocke-
feller,
(Next weck—the Rockefeller
record.)

Scott

NEW YORK—Scott K. G

Interview with

By Harry Ring

Gray

ray, Jr., the Columbia valley

fruit farmer and long-time labor attornev, who is now

running for Attorney General

on the Independent-Socialist

ticket, came into New Yorké
yesterday for a TV appearance.
He was on WNEW-TV with
three guest interviewers: Mrs.
Charlotta Bass, 1952 Vice-Pres-

idential candidate of the Pro-
gressive  Party; William AL
Price, Independent-Socialist

campaign coordinator; and Nora
Roberts of the Young Socialist
Alliance.

This morning before he started
back home, I spent un hour over
coffee with Scott Gray, discus-
sing the Independent-Socialist
campaign. While this is his

first bid for office as a social-
1st, he's not a newcomer to
politics.

He spent the war years in
Washington as a New Deal
Democrat, first as a liason oifi-
cer then as counsel to the Sen-
ate Small Business committee.
On his return to Albany in
1648, he broke with the Demo-
crats, “primarily on the peace
issue. I felt Truman's foreign
pelicy was dangerous.”

WAS ALP CANDIDATE

At the same time that he re-
sumed his law practice, spec-
ializing in labor cases, he be-
came chairman of the Ameri-
can Labor Party and Henry
Wallace’s Albany campaign
manager. During the next sev-
eral years he ran for Congress,
for the State Senate and for
other offices on the ALP ticket.

While representing a number
of unions in the area, he also
undertook the defense of local
witch-hunt vigtims before the
McCarthy and House un-Ameri-
can Activities committees. “The
pressure kept building up
steadily pn account of this.” he
recalls. “Things got really hot
when my partner was labeled
‘subversive’ by one of the com-
mittees. We began losing one
client after another. They prac-
tically put us out of business.”

Deprived of his law practice,
Gray took over operation of the
fruit farm. “I was pretty much
out of activity — trying to get
the fruit trees planted,” he ex-
plained, “when Jack McManus
called me up and asked if I
would accept the Independent-
Socialist nomination.”

“I've been tremendously
alarmed again at the drift —
that’s really not a strong
enough word — toward war
and the utter insanity of our
foreign policy. [ felt that here
was a party that would permit
a discussion of the real issues
with the electorate, and can-
didates that were firmly com-

SCOTT GRAY

mitted to peace. After I talked it
over with my lamily, and they
felt the same way, 1 accepted
the nomination.”

“How do 1 feel about run-
ning on a socialist ticket this
time? Well, from way buack T've
feit that the problems of our
cconomy could only be solved
by socialist means. Also 1
think it's a hopeful sign that
sc many divergent groups have
been able to sit down in amity
and work together in the cam-
paign so vigorously. It may be-
come a growing force on the
left for a unified socialist move-
ment that could attract support
from organized labor.”

“I think it’s becoming more
and more apparenil,” he added,
“despite the fears of Eisenhow-
er, that the Democrats aren't
going to become a socialist
party.”

As a former union attorney,
how do vou feel about the Con-
gressional lubor investigations,
I asked?

HITS McCLELLAN GROUP

“I can't sce MeceClellan as a
champion of union democracy,”
the Independent-Socialist nom-
inee said. “The whole objective
of this commitiece is to weaken
and destroy the unions. It’s just
not true that they're simply in-
terested in some regulations for
union democracy.

“However, there is a prob-
lem, and a very serious one.
But I see the solution of it in
the resumption of activity by
the membership on a shop and
local level.

“I think our socialist cam-
paign helps in this. It raises
these issues and helps show the
workers that only through their
own participation — not only
in shop affairs but in politics
— can they getl things done.”

Advertisement

Advertisement

for the economic blockade?

sity, offers a realistic apprai
weight in the world market
World Trade” in the fall Int
On your newsstand or send

116 University Place

The Soviet Bid
for World Trade

What do the increased exports from the Soviet
bloc portend? Can the Soviet Union flood the world
market? Does greater trade signify more jobs for
American workers? What is Wall Street’s real reason

Tom Kemp, a teacher of economics at Hull Univer-

International Socialist Review

sal of the increasing Soviet
. Read “The Soviet Bid for
ernational Socialist Review.
50 cents for a copy.
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Meany on Class Government

It’s a “lot of bunk” to talk about labor
seeking to establish its own government
's what AFL-
CIO President George Meany told the
convention of the International Chemical
Workers Union, Oct. 8. “I don't want a
government run by Wall Street . . .

in America. At any rate that

]

government run by labor’

“We have no such thing in mind.”

What Meany wants has little relation
to the reality of American life. Big Busi-
ness and Labor., motivated by conflicting
interests, are the two basic social powers
in America. And in all history there has
never been a society dominated by con-
flicting class interests that was ruled by
an impartial government. America is no
exception, The fact is that we do have a
and will
tinue to have it until it is replaced by a

Wall Street government

government run by labor.

Both major parties use their power of
domestic and
foreign policies beneficial to Wall Street
to labor. To counter this,
Labor engages in political action. Meany
concedes Labor had to enter polities to

government to carry outl

and inimical

preserve its very existence,

sists, Labor
confined 1o

work of the

or a
Meany said-

racy.”

curtailed de

campaign to
of existence.

cause of the

con-
them chroni
ing

Whether

that of Wall
the end of d

But, he in- ning.

job conditions,
threat of war.

s political efforts must he
defending its present status

and must be exercised withim the frame-

two-party system. For Labor

to set up its own party and aim for power,
he asserts, “would mean an end to democ-

Here, too. Meany is not attuned to
reality. It is Big Business rule that has

mocratic rights in America.

and most specifically for Labor. This is
indicated by

the current coast-to-coast
legislate the union shop out

Meany and the rest of the top union
brass hope to preserve the status guo be-

handsome emoluments they

derive under it. But the ranks of labor
cannot settle for a status quo that offers

¢ unemployment. deteriorat-
inflation and the

Meany likes it or not, that's

why Labor will inevitably build its own
party and substitute its government for

Street. And that won't mark
emocracy. but its real begin-

Guardian of 'Socialist’ Purity

Although the leaders of

Party-Social Democratic Federation insist
they have sole right to the word “social-
ist,” they seem intent on discrediting by
their actions all that socialism stands for.

At the unity convention of the SP-SDF
two years ago, the leaders decided not to
“labor-endorsed”
capitalist politicians. But apparently not
content simply to throw in the towel, they
seck 1o smear those socialists who refuse

run candidates against

to follow their example.

Thus. when the United Independent-
Socialist electoral coalition was establish-
ed in New York last June, the SP-SDF,
refused to participate though urged to do
so and though f[ree to present ils views
and help shape the policics of the new

organization.

This refusal to participate was bad
enough. The SP-SDF leaders made mat-
midst of the

ters worse when, in the
United Independent-Socialist

ballot place, they threatened court action
to prevent the new coalition from using
the ballol designation., “United Socialist.”
The provocation fizzled when the United
Independent-Socialist campaign commit-
tee decided to reserve its fighting energies
for its capitalist opponents and changed
to “Independent-

its ballot designation
Socialist.”

Now Irving Suall. national sccretary of
the SP-SDF. has leveled a smear atlack
on a second independent-socialist electoral

the Socialist
cialist Party

the ‘United
to speak out

The follow

bureaucratic
of the peopl

wy V7
battle for a  fungary.

policies of tl
Liberal and
water down

effort—that of the United Liberal and So-

in the state of Washington.

In a Sept. 26 letter to the Seattle
Post-Intelligencer,
‘United Liberal and Socialist Party' pro-
gram [ails to make any criticism of the
Soviet dictatorship

Suall  writes: “The

The f{ailure of
Liberal and Socialist Party’
on the nature of the Soviet

tyranny indicates that organization has
nothing to do with genuine socialism.”

ing is a direct quotation from

the program adopted at its formation,
Sept. 9, by {he United Liberal and Social-
ist Party: “Our opposition to the cold-war
policies of the U.S. government cannot be
construed as support or defense of the

regime in the Soviet Union

or its hostility to the socialist aspirations

e within the Soviet orbit as

demonstrated by the brutal repression in

True, this stand has nothing in com-
mon with the SP-SDF's exploitation of
Kremlin crimes as a pretext for support-
ing the imperialist cold war against the
Soviet Unton. Despite its opposition to the

1e Soviet regime, the United
Socialist Party refuses to
its support to the progressive

property relations in the Soviet Union or

its opposition to American capitalism. It
is this that associates it with “genuine so-
cialism”—Suall's protests notwithstanding.

The

Militant Army

Supporters of The Militant
throughout the countrvy are
celebrating the 30th Anniver-
sary of our paper by launching
intensive subscription cam-
paigns hinged on the special
Militant “Six-for-Five" Club
subscription plan. Orders for
the prepaid books of six sub-
scriptions, which sell for five
dollars, are coming in from in-
dividuals and groups of Militant
supporters in cities from coast
to coast.

Our group of Militant sup-
porters in Los Angeles have
taken a quota of 300 subs for
the period of the campaign
which terminates on December
15. New York has already or-
dered 20 of the six-for-five sub-

seription  books.  The Twin
Cities, Minneapolis and St
Paul. have ordered a like

amount. The first week of the
campaign registered a. total of
22 subscriptions received with
New York sparking the cam-
paign with a total of nine for
the week.

Oakland writes: "“Can you
send us five of the club sub-
sceription books? We are hoping
this will be our minimum order
and just a beginnimng."

Chicago has a new wrinkle
which we pass on as an ex-
ample for others to emulate,
“We will try,” they write, “to
set the tone during the sub
campaign that everyone at-
tempt to get at least one sub
a week. And reports will be
based on effor! and secondly on
achievement. To demonstrate
this we will hang up a scroll
each week listing the convrades
who went after a sub. Those
who get a sub will have a star
after their name.” We think
the idea of giving recognition
for effort as well as achieve-
ment is a good one. With this
approach we can expect top re-

By Karolyn Kerry

Subscription Campaign Director

sults from Chicago in the form
of many new subs.

Buffalo sends us an order for
three Club Subscription books
as a beginning and, as an earn-
est effort of their determina-
tion to expand the circulation
of The Militant on the Niagara
Frontier, they enclose five sub-
seriptions—three one-year subs
and two for 6-months.

Milwaukee sends four subs
as a beginner and a decision
by the group to increase their
sub quota. “One of these new
subs.,” writes the campaign di-
vector, "is from a fellow work-

er of mine who is from the
Middle East but 1s now an
American citizen. He used to

argue with me about the Mos-
lem religion and ‘atheistic com-
munism’ as he called it. T told
him to watch James E. Boulton,
Socialist Workers Party candi-
date for U.S. Senate, on a half-
hour TV program on Sunday,
Qct. 5. He was impressed with
the program and wanted more
literature. He took ‘America’s
Road to Socialism' and the Mil-

itant sub and some of our elec-
tion campaigners to show his
Arab student friends. He now
tells me he is 'much interested
in the movement to bring so-
cialism to America.”

We would like to hear from
all Militant supporters what
their plans are for the cam-
paign, what eXperiences they
have to relate in their contact
with new subscribers, etc. New
York has informed us that they
intend to award three prizes
for the top sub-getters in the
campaign. The first prize is to
be a copy of the recently pub-
lished Diary of Leon Trotsky
in Exile, the second prize a
bound volume of The Militant
and the third a bound volume
of the International Socialist
Review. A chart showing the
weekly score in the competition
will be posted.

Join the 30th Anniversary
Campaign Army! Send for your
“Six-for-Five" subscription
book NOW, Campaign Director,
The Militant, 113 University
Place, New York 3, NY.

The Militant Across 30 Years

reerless Record in Civil Liberties

By John Thavyer

For the Militant the defense
of civil liberties and of victims
of the witch-hunters has been
a 30-vear crusade. Its guiding
motto has been: An injury to
one is an injury to all! On that
basts it has defended and will
defend cevery working-class or-
genization, newspaper and indi-
vidual whose civil rights are
under attack.

The very first issue of the
Militant (Nov. 15, 1828) carried
an article on new evidence fur-
ther proving the innocence of
Sacco and Vanzetti who had
been legally murdered the vear
before. “There is no doubt that
there will be more evidence
forthcoming in the future,” the
article  predicted,  “that  will
strike further blows at the top-
pling cvidence of lies under
which the martyrs were buried
.. .. The case of Tom Mooney
and Warren K. Billings, buried
alive in California’s prisons for
niore than 12 years, is in point
. ... The hope of Mooney and
Billings. of the Centralia TWW
ard of every other labor prison-
er in the country lies in the
protest movement of the
masses.”

The Militant would continue
to agitate for Mooney and Bil-
lirgs, urging united efforts and
financial support for their cases
until the happy day it could
write victory editorials  for
Mooney (Jan. 14, 1939) and for
Billings (Oct. 20, 1939).

Though almost every issue of
the Militant in its first vears
carried news of its fight for
the right to be sold on the
streets and to sponsor meetings
in the face of attacks organized
by the Communist Party, whose
strong-arm  squads often  used
blackjacks and brass knuckles,
the paper did not swerve from
its principles on civil hiberties
GASTONIA STRIKE

Thus the lead story of the
July 1, 1929 Militant is on Gas-
tonia. The story begins: “The
eves of all enlightened workers
must turn today to Gastonia,
North Carolina, the scene of the
fizst great battle for the unioni-
zavion of the South and the at-
tempt to halt this work by the

time-honored methed of mur-
’(lt'l' frome-up against nearly a
score ol strikers headed by
Fied Beal. . . The Conununists,
the most dynamic element in
the working class, have played
their part in the vanguard of
the battle at Gustoma. . . . But
the Communmists  cannot  and
should not  wage this  fight
alone. . . The issue of Gastoniu
has  become national issue
whieh eries oul for the forma-
ticn of the broadest possible
supporting movement.”
Throughout the two frame-up

o

trials and when Beal fled to
the USSR, the Militant con-
tinued its  support  of  the
framed-up CP strike leaders.
When Beal returned in 1938
disillusioned with Stalinism,
only to be betraved to  the

North Carolina jailers, the Mili-
tant was one of the few papers
to continue  his  defense.  As
previously in his case, this was
motivated by the belief in de-
fecnding all labor prisoners, for
Beal’s changed ideas were not
those of this paper but nearest
those of the TWW.

It is impossible outside of a
book to desceribe all the civil
liberties cases championed by
the Militant in its 30 vears.
They involve all working-class
organizations attacked, anti-fas-
cists threatened with deporta-
tion to Mussolini's Italy. social-
democrats, Communists, anar-
chists, uniomsts, liberals, paci-
fists, conscientious objectoys, Je-
hovah's  Witnesses,  Japanese-
Americans during World War
1T, etc.

When during the Stalin-Hitler
Pact the Roosevelt administra-
tion launched an anti-CP witch-
hunt, the Militant carried such
headlines as, “Browder Con-
victed on Flimsy Charges™ (Jan.
27, 1940) and editorials, “We
Demand  Browder's  Freedom™
(April 11, 1942).

While mournming the loss of
Leon Trotsky, assassinated
few months before by a hire-
ling of Stalin, the Militant still
stuck to its principles. This is
testificd by a  story  headed
“Olson  Buars Stalinists  From
California Ballot: Socialist
Workers  Party  Offers United

a

.. Militant

Fund Drive

(Continued from Page 1)
A congress of poets was once polled as to their choice of
the most beautiful line ever written 1in Enghsh. Almost unani-
mously thev came up with, “Enclosed find check.” T ¢ite this

because (L appears that most of
te the same literary school.
Another possible c¢lue to the

ed in the mounting pile of

biographies about

the local fund directors belong

brevity of the letters is furnish-
America's ty-

coons. It scems the monev-accumulating bent, and espeeially its

continuous continued practice,

logically. Tt 1s a matter of recor

warps  the individual psycho-
d that most “self-made™ capital-

ists became so tight that they guarded their words as carefully
as their cash. A question such as, “How do yvou do?" would

bring a suspicious glance and

the most grudging reply. Their

psychological reaction was: “What's he trying to do? Worm a
tip on the market out of me?"” or, “The less [ sav the less chance

cf giving anything away.”

I am loath to draw this
drive directors. 1
cnclosed money

conclusion
trust the de:rth
was raised, what the donors sind, and future

fund
the

about the local
of details about how

plang, is otherwise explained and that the next bateh of letters
will show they remain as sound n psyche as in thew sociulist

conscientiousness,

FUND SCOREBOARD

City Quota Paid Percent
Newark ..o $ 265 $140 53
St. Louis ... ... 80 40 50
Twin Cities ... 1.742 746 43
San Diego 300 115 38
Chicago ........ 1,000 371 37
Detroit e 800 209 35
Boston ..o, 450 150 33
Seattle 550 136 25
Oakland i s 900 65 22
New York ... ... .. 4,500 853 19
Allentown ...ooooevivieicee. 112 20 18
Philadelpbhia ... 528 a7 18
Los Angeles . .iiriee 4,600 742 7
Connecticut ... 300 50 17
Cleveland 750 10 13
Buffalo 1.500 150 i0
Youngstown ... 300 25 8
San Francisco ............. 440 30 7
Denver ..oees e 50 —_ —
Milwaukee 250 — —
Pittsburgh 10 — —
South 200 —_ —
General — 69 =
Totals through
Oct. 14 $18,827 $4,148 23
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Front to Fight Ban'" (Octl,
14400 and on March 22,
“SWP Fights Bill to Ban

From Ballot in Wisconsin.”

BRIDGES CASE

On July 21, 1939 there was an
attempt to deport West Coast
longshove Teader Harry Bridges.
Thix paper declared editorially:
“We don’t care o unker's dam
where Bridges wuas born — we
know that the deportation
threat has alwayvs been a mea-
sure  applied 10 weaken the
labor movement. . . . Stop the
deportation of Bridges by

1941
cp

a
mass  solidarity  protest.” This
was but the beginning of a

lung series of articles and edi-
torials defending Bridges in all
the subsequent attempts to de-

port und otherwise victimize
him.

The April 18, 1939 Militant
cnlled attention to “a viclous

anti-labor bill  introduced into
Congress by Rep. Smith of Vir-
ginia.” It was in 1941 that this
viclous Smith bill, enacted into
Law, was first used against 28
leaders of the Socialist Work-
ers Party and of the Minne-
apolis Teamsters. Unfortunately
not all the labor press realized
the importance of this momen-
tous trial while certain others
cheered on the prosecution. The
Militant's full reporting of the

hictoric Minneapolis Labor Trial

12. | mekes those issues of great his-

toric value.

In the post-war witch-hunt
the Smith Ac! was dusted off
and used with devastating ef-
fect. The July 26, 1848 Militant
featured a statement from Far-
rell Dobbs, then campaigning
for President on the SWP
ticket, which began: “The in-
dictment of the 12 Communist
Party leaders under the no-
torious Snuth ‘Gag' Act a
monstrous blow against  civil
liberties, another step in the
direction of establishing a po-
lice state and thought-control
in this country.™

The following

IR

issues carried

an open letter from the SWP,|

offering to help form a united
defense committee for the in-
dicted CP leaders, and a radio
speech deliverd by Dobbs de-
ncuncing the Smith Act and
the new indictments,

When the Foleyy Square
frame-up trial began, the Mih-
tant sent Dobbs, who had him-
sclf pone to prison under the
Smith Act, as its courtroom
correspondent. Here are head-
lines of some of the stories he
wrote: “Trizl of CP Leaders

Fight |

Stool Pigeons Paraded at CP
Trial™ In all the many subse-
auent Smith Act trame-ups and
fights for appeals and now for

armesty the Militont has been
in the forefront.
ROSENBERGS

In the fight to save the

Rosenbergs are such cditorials
as "Demand Clemencey for the
Rosenbergs" (Dec. 8, 1952) and,
upon Judge Kaulman's denial
ol clemency, another (Jan. 12,
1953) entitled “The Witech Hunt-
ers Demand Blood.” Feb. 16 a
front-page cditorial nrged: “De-
mand Clemencey lor the Rosen-
bergs” in the campaign for
Presidential  intervention. The
front pages of the Militants of
June 1953 had main headlines,
cartoons and front-page edi-
terials on the need to save the
doomed couple until the June
29 assue, under a drawing of
the couple as a burnt offering
on the #@ltar of the witceh hunt,
announced: “Revulsion Sweeps
World at Murder of Rosen-
heras™

Wherever the freedom of the

American people under
altack. the Militant is on the

IS

Threatens All Labor’s Rights”:' firmg lime, doing its utmost in
“CP Trial Shows Juries Packed defense. And you may be sure

by Rich™; "Wall
Clamor to Spred
“Police-Spy  Atmosphere

St. Sets Up
CP Trial™:
Per-

that will be true of the future,
ton. For the Militant lives by
its eredo: An injury to one is

vades Trial of CP"; “Paid FBI'an injury to all!

By Joseph Hansen

TROTSKY'S DIARY IN EXILE
—1835, by Leon Trotsky. Har-
vard University Press, Cam-
bridge, Mass. 1358. 218 pp. $4.

Trotsky's last year i France
was a difficult one. The govern-
ment  regnired  him to
away fram Paris, the intelleet-
ual centey of the country, and
cven  away  [vrom any of the
provineial  centers. They  kept
him under constant police ob-
servation, Deprived of scevetar-
wal assistance, his normal writ-
g outlets  blocked, Trotsky
turned to keeping a diary.

This form of literary produc-
tion was not congenial to the
world's leading Marxist. He was
a politician, not a monologuist.
However, the three notebooks
from which this volume was
translated offer a’ rarce view of
Trotskv's feehngs o s thivd
exile from his native land.

It has been assumed by some
writers, Viclor Serge in partie-

wlar, that Trotsky in his lust
vears was a “lonely” figure
The legend is repeated in the

Jjacket placed on the book by
Harvard University Press. “Here

Trotsky  lived with anguish,”
we are told, “was beset by
loncliness, and sustained him-
self by pride and fanaticism.”

That Trotsky felt anguish over
the fate of hix family and clos-
st collaborators as they fell
victim to Stalinist persecution
is quite true. It is also true that
he would have appreciated the
collaboration of another leading
figure from his or Lenin's gen-
cration. But the rvest is belied
by the diary itself.

Engaging in the most im-
portant work of his life sus-
tained Trotsky in these diffi-
cult vears. Many of his disciples
’have explained how they be-
came convinced that Trotsky
|made his greatest contributions
after 1924, The diary now re-
veals that Trotsky was aware
of this:

“For a long time now 1 have
not been able to satisfy my
need to exchange ideas and dis-
I cuss problems with someone
else. T am reduced to carrving
"on a dialogue with the news-
|papers, or rather through the
newspapers with facts and opin-
1ons.,

“And still T think that the
work i which T am engaged
now, despite its extremely in-
sufficient and fragmentary na-

ture, is the most important
work of my life — more im-
portant than 1917, more im-

partant than the period of the
Civil War or any other.

“For the sake of clarity 1
would put it this way. Had I
not been present in 1917 n
Potershurg, the October Revo-
lution would still have tlaken
place — on the condition that
Lenin was present and in com-
mand. If neither Lenin nor 1

live |

LEON TROTSKY

had been present in Peters-
burg, there would have been
no  October  Revolufion: the

leadership  of  the Bolshewvik
Party would have prevented it
from occurring of this 1
have not the shghtest doubt! If
Lenin had not been in Peters.
burg, T doubt whether I could
have managed to overcome the
resistance of  the  Bolshevik
leadérs.  The  struggle  with
‘Trotskyism’ (i.c., with the pro-
letaran revolution) would have
commenced in May, 1917, and
the outcome of the revolution
would have been in guestion
But I repeat, granted the pres-
ence of Lenin the October Rev-
olution would have bheen victor-
ious anywayv. The same could
by and large be said of the
Civil War, although in its firs
period, especially at the time
of the fall of Simbirsk and Ka-
zan, Lenin wavered and was
beset by doubts. But this was
undoubtgdly a passing mood
which he probably never even
admitted to anyone but me.
“Thus I cannot speak of the
‘indispensability’ of my work.
even about the period from
1917 to 1921. But now my work
is  ‘indispensable’ v the full
sense of the word. There is no
arrogance in this claim at all
The collapse of the two Inter-
nationals has posed a problem
which none of the leaders of
these  Internationals at all
equipped to solve. The vicissi-

is

tudes of my personal fate have

confronted me with this prob-
lem and armed me with impor-
tant experience in dealing with
it. There 1s now no one except
me lo carry out the mission of
arming a new genceration with
the l'(‘\’ﬂ““l“nf\)'\' method over
the heads of the leaders of the
Second and Third International
And T am in a complete agree-
ment  with Lenin (or rather
Turgencev) that the worst vice
is Lo be move than 55 vears ok’
I need at least about five moye
years of uninterrupted work to

ensure the succession.”

Advertisement

Advertisement

Trotsky's Diary in Exile: 1935

This work has never before been published
in any language. — $4.00

Order now through:
Pioneer Publishers, 116 University Place, New York 3

Trotsky Diary in Exile
Published by Harvard

Analyzing the degeneration of
the first workers state and the
parallel  rise  of  fascism in
Europe, butlding and educating
a new  revolutionary  socialist
leadership in the period of the
death agony of capitalism, util-
izing cvery means possible to
warn abeut the danger of an-
other world wir and an im-
perialist attack on the Soviet
Union — such tasks were suf-
ficient to occupy an intellect
even as powerful as Trotsky's.

Wi have the works he pro-
duced in this period. They range
the globe, probing in the most
profound way the social and po-
litical movements of our time
and how they bear on the trend
toward socialisin, The diary in-
dicates little of this, for Trot-
skv does not discuss here the
activities which he considered
“the most amportant work of
my life.” e rocords instead his
worry  about the fate of his
vounger son, Sergey, a remems-
bered conversation with Kame-
nev about Stalin's thirst for re-
venee, a dream about Lenin,
impressions of books as he read
them, a walk with his wife,
Natalia, m drizzling rain, a
visit by the police. a tp to the

barboy, s debight with  the
autobiography of Mother Jones
Some of the most moving

passages record Trotsky's feel-
mgs as he and Natalia vealize
that Stalin intends to take their
son's life Poignant memories
vise of vouth with Natalia in
the days beéfore such  witch-
lhiunts as our time knows,

Comments on the fascist re-
action then wmsing in France
and the incapacily of both the
Stalinist and Social Democratic
movements to meet it give us
the odd feling that the diary
was not written 23 years ago
but right now. Only de Gaulle’s
name is missing.

Harvard has included in the
volume a testament found on
Trotsky's desk after the assassi-
nation, aflirming his socialist
convictions. In it he speculates
on the possible course of the
tliness he was afflicted with. In
case of a “long-drawn-out in-
vahidism," Trotsky says. "I re-
serve the right to determine for
myself the time of my death”

This attitude toward one'’s
own life was not umque with
Trotsky: it was fairly general
among  socialists of his gener-
ation. In his autobilography,
Trotsky mentions the impres-
sion ¢reated by the suicide in
1911 of the Lafargues (Marx’s
daughter and son-in-law); and
Lenin, it will be recalled, ask-
ed for poison when he suffered
a stroke.

As il turned out, Trotskyv was
not faced with making such a
decision in s own case. He
was shruck down at the height
of s intellectual vigor by an
emissary of Stalin,

The cdiary, as published by
Harvard, ends with Trotsky's
arrival in Norway. One wonders
why they did not include the
rest of the diary in this volume.
Although Harvard has had the
Trotsky arehives since 1940, this
s the first tem they have pub-
lished. Tt is to be hoped that
they will not wait another 18
years before making available
to the English-speaking publie
the rest of the diary and the
even more important material

that was left in their care,



Hands Off Workers' Blintzes

By Lillian Kiezel

A hot, old-fashioned personality con-
test has developed out of the New York
State gubernatorial race between Gover-
nor Averell Harriman, Democratic Candi-
date and Nelson Rockefeller, Republican

candidate.

These millionaire office-seekers and
their running mates are touring the state
shaking hands with people, asking for
support, and in general trying to make
the voter believe he has something in
common with them — somebody to vote

for, that is.

Joseph Alsop observes in the Oct. 13
N.Y. Herald Tribune that “By any prac-
tical test, the biggest moments in the N.Y.
governership campaign have been gusta-
tory. First Nelson Rockefeller publicly ate
a cheese blintz. And then Averell Harri-
man hastily topped Rockefeller by joy-
fully consuming both a cheese blintz and
a plate of gefulltefish,” While the cam-
paign has warmth and charm, says Alsop,
it is all verv unlike the Lincoln-

"

”»

Douglas debates. . .

This sort of campaigning comes easily
to Democratic and Republican politicians
who prefer to duck issues. Thus in Pough-
keepsie Harriman helped bolster the mor-
ale of beleaguered Democrats in a Repub-
lican stronghold by surprising
with baby carriages and helping them

cross the street.

On the other hand. Frank Hogan,
U.S. Senator,
considers this work quite distasteful. He
was endorsed by both parties in all five

Democratic candidate for

McDonald Qusts

Fontana Officers

David J. McDonald, Presi-
dent of the United Steel-
workers Union, has ousted
the elected officials of the
Fontana, California local of
the USW and placed his own
representative in charge.
Harold Rasmussen of Indian-
apolis has been appointed by
McDonald to replace the
elected officials, The Ilocal
officers who have been sum-
marily dismissed were elect-
ed last May on a program of
support to the Dues Protest
Movement led by Donald C.

Rarick. Rarick and his sup-
porters were subjected to
whipped-up attack by the

McDonald machine when
they tried to present their
program at the recent USW
convention, A resolution
calling for their expulsion
from the union was rammed
through.

... Army
Of Johless

(Continued from Page 1)
the face of recession. They have
not even madc the normal de-
mands for wage increases, ar-
guing that “with so many in
the industry unemployed it 1s
best to wait till everyone is
back at work."

UNION LEADERS RETREAT

These “leaders” forget that
the organmizing battles of the
CIO were fought when at least
ten million workers were out
of a job and every worker had
grim recollections of even
worse conditions, The unem-
ployed gave aid and sympathy
to the strikers and helped win
the crucial hattles.

First and foremost the unions
must fight for a 30-hour work
week at 40-hours pay. Labor
launched the struggle for an
eight hour day in 1888, over 70
years agol Isn’t it time to caich
up with the age of automation?

Within the factories a strug-
gle must be waged against the
speed-up. This is the employ-
ers' cheapest way for raising
labor productivity — and the
most expensive to the workers'
health and well being. The
unions must demand a decisive
voice in scheduling asscmbly
line speeds. No  increase in
work schedules should go into
effect until agreed to by the
workers in the plants.

The whole labor movement
must fight for the interests of
the workers thrown out of
job .No worker should suffer
loss because automation or
speed-up has displaced him. No
change has been made in the
state unemployment benefit sys-
tems since the days of full em-
ployment. The last session of
Congress only provided for
federal loans to states applying
for them to extend bencfits an-
other 13 weeks. In  August,
some 60,000 workers cxhausted

a

even the extended weeks of
benefits.
Labor must demand that 3

jobless person receive benefits
for as long as his unemploy:
ment lasts. Workers cannot stop
ealing just because 26 or 39
weeks have expired. Further-
more, benefits should be paid
at the rate of full trade union
wages.

of his campaigns for Kings County Dis-
trict Attorney and has evidently grown a
little complacent. But now he is opposed
by Republican Kenneth Keating, who is a
glad-hander from way back, and Hogan's

campaign managers insist that he go out

The N.Y

“and meet the public.” He was on a tour
of Nassau County supermarkets on Oct. 4
instead of seeing a Columbia University
football game as he had desired:

. Times reports that most of
the people when accosted by the candi-

dates don't know what to sayv. For ex-

Mrs. Mila

ample, candidate De Luca approached a
woman on the street and said: “I'm George
De Luca, your Lieutenant Governor and
this is Frank Hogan, your next Senator.
I hope you'll vote for us.” The woman
answered: “I'll be looking.”

However, some people find the words.
Litbach,
complained to Rockefeller that she could
not find a decent apartment at a rent that
she could afford to pay. To which Rocke-

an elderly widow,

feller replied: “There are two $100 mil-

women

lion bond issues for housing under con-
sideration now. If we can get that passed
it will help relieve the shortage of apart-
ments for elderly people who live alone
like you." “I should live so long,” said
Mrs. Litbach with a shrug.

Finally, s

ome people are too angry to

stay and talk. One man on the Lower

East Side just walked away when Rocke-
feller said hello. In answer to reporters
who wanted lo know why he did this, he
replied: “Can I put ‘hello’ in the bank

91t

Sheet Metal Convention
Votes 30-for-40 Demand

The 700 delegates to the Detroit convention of the
AFL-CIO Sheet Metal Workers unanimously voted for a
resolution making the 80-hour weck with no reduction in

pay the number onc demand iné—

their next negotiations with the
railroads.

The Sheet Metal Workers has
¢ membership of 105,000, onc-
quarter of whom work in the
railway repair shops. The re-
cent convention of the Brother-

hood of Railway Carmen in
Kansas City also went on re-
cord for the 30-hour week at

40-hour’s pay. The Shopmen’s
Convention of the Great North-
crn and Northern Pacific rail-
road smmilarly has adopted the
30-for-40 demand.

The Sheet Metal Workers
convention, meeting from Sept.
15 to 19, also decided on a
stepped-up organization drive
and for numerous demands in
the various fields — railway,
shipyards, production industries,
building construction, atomic
plants, etc. in which its
craftsmen are employed.

In the railway field, demands
in addition to 30-for-40 mclud-
ed: a job stabilization agree-
ment to protect the members
who are hard hit by the reces-
ston since the companics can
lay off easiest in the mainten-
ance crews; severance pay of
up to two ycars for high senior-
ity workers laid off; paid va-
cations of from three to four
weeks; elimination of restric-
tions in the holiday clauscs;
and improvements in the Rail-
way Retirement Act (rail work-
ers don't get social security
benefits).

President Michael Fox of the
AFL-CIO Railway Employes
Department told the convention
that “One of the most serious

problems on the ratlroads is the
contracting out of work”™ by
the compantes, often to open-
shop firms.

Culling tor a counter-offen-
sive against the labor-haters he
told the applauding delegates,
“We should go down the line
together knocking reactionaries
over and defeating these right-
to-work laws in every state
where they are being proposed.”

The convenlion voted a fifty-
cent nerease in per capita dues
and reelected all incumbent of-
ficials.

MICHIGAN JOBLESS

Unemployment in  Michigan
climbed to a new post-war
high of 16.477 of the labor lovee
in August. The national aver-
age for the same month was
7.6%. In Detroit 295,000 or
19.2% of the labor force were
jobless.,

...UAW Locals
Still Striking GM

(Continued from Page 1)
contract also came under fire
because it put off the fight for

a 30-hour week for 40 hours
pay, which speakers said “would
allow us to benefit from in-

creased productivity.”

The chamrman of the shop
commitlee reported that local
ncgotiations on relief time and
speed-up were marked by cor-
poration “arrogance.” “We don’t
want to change a nut here and
a bolt there,” he.suid, “"We need
more men on the line at Lin-
den.”
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They Fought Against Racist ‘Justice’

Jimmie Wilson, above, 55-
year-old handyman in Mont-
gomery, Ala., who had been
sentenced to death for rob-
bery because of $1.95 he al-
legedly stole from a white
woman. An all-white jury
convicted him. On Sept, 29,
Gov. Folsom commuted Wil-
son’s sentence to life impris-
onment, to end “this inter-
national hullabaloo.,” as he
called the world-wide outcry
against the latest example of
jimcrow  justice. Petitions,
telegrams, leiters came from
England, Ireland, Italy, Den-
mark. Prime Minister Kwame
Nkrumah of Ghana directed
his envoy in Washington to
inquire about the case.

In this country, the four
Buffalo housewives, shown in
picture at right, sparked a
drive to save Wilson's life.
They are left to right, Mrs.
Vera Spruill, Mrs. Rita John-
son, Mrs. Deirdre Griswold,
and Mrs. Ruth Stone, The
four, in conjunction with the
Independent-Socialist Party.
organized a Save Jimmie Wil-

in Buffalo,
which circulated petitions ad-
dressed to Gov. Folsom. Ac-
cording to & Sept. 3 Associ-

son Committee

ated Press dispatch from
Montgomery, Folsom received
petitions bearing 4,000 Buf-
falo signatures. The commit-
tee sent more signatures later.

In zddition the four women,
acting for the committee,
were instrumental in getting

New York Governor Harri-
man to wire Folsom asking
him 1o review the Wilson
case. They also were success-
ful in getting Mayor Sedita
to wire Folsom on Wilson’s
behalf. (They made their re-
ques! to the mayor over TV.)
Finally, at their urging, the
Buffalo City Council passed
a resolution protesting Wil-
son’s death sentence.

Chrysler Local 212 Members
Hit Reuther on Grievances

By Larry Dolinski

Socialist Workers Party
Candidate For Lt.-Gov.
of Michigan

DETROIT, Oct. 11 Last
Monday I had the opportunity
to attend a membership meet-
ing of UAW Local 212, of which
I used to be a proud member.
It was the “Briggs local” then,
but Briggs company has been
taken over by Chrysler, So to-
day it'’s the “Chrysler local,”
but the old plants are the same
and so are many of the prob-
lems of the workers.

Speed-up has plagued the 212
workers since the begmning of
the wyear. With the problem
still  unresolved, UAW presi-
dent Reuther is asking the lo-
cal to first approve the new
agreement he  Just negotwated
with Chrysler and then fuke its
problems to arbitration

Local 212 was (radtionally
one of the most militant in the

we won some of the best con-
tracts in the mdustry. We were
looked to  for leadorship by
other locals. Tt s the home lo-
cal  of & number  of  Inter-
national union officials, includ-
ing Emil Mazey, now second in
cormmand 1o Reuther.
MILITANCY STILL THERE

I can report that 212, unlike
some  of the officials it pro-
duced, has retained much of its
old militancy, In a number of
it~ plunts, recent company of-
[unsives have  been met by
walkouts. The meeting I at-
tended was a strike neceting,
The Internationnl  representa-
tves ot the meeting were try-
ing to get the workers back on
the job pending negotiations.

One worker after another
took the floor to express dis-
satisfaction with the way Inter-
national officers are handling
grievances, Many members
suggested that the International
officers. and the local officers

union. In the open-shop (1&!_\'.\‘.[!00, get back on the production
Briggs was onc of the toughest|line to refresh their memories

outfits in the arca. Local 212
had to be militant to be born
and to stay alive. There were

about the problems of the
workers.
"Let them find out what it's

good fighters in ils ranks and|like to work in a sweatshop,”

said one. “Let Emil  Mazey.
who's from this local, get back
on the line and find out that
conditions arce worse than the
pre-union days” added another.

Of the hundreds at  the
meeting, less than a handful
stpported  the policies of the
Internatiomal.  Reuther himself
came m {or frequent criticism
“He's playing ball with the
bosses,” charged one speaker,
"and ignoring the real amms of
the union . . . defense of work-
mg conditions.”

One committeeman said he'd
rether give up the few cents
irerease than give up the con-
ditions  vielded by
The workers insisted that their
officers get back to real bar-
gaining on behalf of those they
are supposed fo represent. And
they wanted it spelled out that
the company could not keep
increasing production rates.

EVICTIONS
In Detroil's Wayne County,
during the first six months of
this year, 1,706 familics were
forced out of their homes be-
cause of mability to keep up
their payments,

"We

(The following is a text of
a statement read on behalf of
Daniel Roberts, Socialist Work-
gers Party Candidate for U.S.
Senator from New Jersey, over
WNEW, New York, Oct. 13.)

1957 and 1958 have been
years of depression, At one
point recently the Bureau of
Labor Statistics admitted to
five and a half million unem-
ployed. But the government al-
ways understates the true fig-
ure. At the peak of unemploy-
ment there were probably seven
million jobless in the country

As a result of the depression
durig the past year, conserva-
live economists, who had boast-
sd in the post-war periad (hat
the boom and bust cycie of
capitalism had been done away
with, now admit that it is very
much in operation. The Ameri-
can  economy is depression
nrone. After the present period
of recovery we can expecl an-
other bust, and il may conx
without the economy having
reached boom levels in the in-
tervening time.

What has prevented &g deep-
roing depression such  as we
had in the 1930's is the enor-
nous federal outlay for arm-
aments. Waorld War II pulled
‘he country oul of the depres-
don of the 1930°s. The Korean
War rescued the economy after
he 1749 recession Arms spend-
ng has propped it ever since
Capitalism can ward off a new
depression only Dby increasing

dvocate

the war-making budget still
further,
THE ALTERNATIVES

What an insane system!
Arms  production  meetls no
needs of the American people.
It Js a criminal waste of human
labor and bnatural resources
Arms production salisfies only
Big Business which profits from
the manufacture and sale to
the government of the nstru-
ments of death. Arms produc-
uon mnnposes a staggering bur-
len of miation and taxes on
the working people. It impov-
~rishes the nation although H
mriches  the  billionaires. It
icads to war.

Depression or war—these are
the alternatives under capital-
s They are the same whethes
Demoverats oy Republicans are
in office, becatise both parties
are committed to the perpetua-
tion ol the capitalist system.

These alternatives tell us that
the capitalist system 1is out-
moded. and that we must get
rid of it, if we are to enjoy
2conomic and cultural progress
—indeed if we are to survive.
The Socialist Workers Party
idvocates a change to the sys-
tem of socialism.

Socialism would replace pri-
vale ownership of the country's
ndustries,  transportation  and
ryanks—now owned or controll-

~d  hy some 60 extremely
weulthy families — with public
awnership  Production  would

we planned to meet the needs of

the populauon. In the first in-

a Change to Socialism”|

stance it would provide nutril-
ous food, decent housing, ade-
quate medical care and educa-
tion for evervone n the popu-
lation, A socialist society would
at the outset cut the work week
to 30 hours withou! yeduction
in pay. It would also climinate
the man-killing specd-up pre-
valent today in najor mdus-
tries.

One of the first things ta go
under a socialist order would
he the arms budget. Industries
now turning out missiles, A-
bombs. fighter planes and the
like would be converted Lo
turning out usefu! goods. Pro-
duction would he for peace,
not for war. For use, not for
profits.

How would <ocialism he
tahlished? Through demncrativ
action of the working people ol
America who ave the majority
i the country. savs the Social-
igt Workers Party. This will ye-

O

quire @ political stiagele. The
overnment o not neuteal. To
lay it represents Big Business
through  the Republican  and

Democeratic Parties,

WORKERS NEED OWN PARTY
To combat capitahst rule, fhe

working people minst opganice

their own pohitical party. They

must Strve 1o Wi state powel
and when successful st se
that power 1o =mash the Big

Busimess stranglehold by means
of institating pubinc ownership
of the basie industries

A government aof the wmk
ing people — a workers and

farmers government, as it also
nuehit be called — would have
{o thoroughly overhaul the pre-
sent structire of the govern-
nent as la render it far
miove democratios In addition, 1t
must provide oy contiol  of
factories and whole industries
by clected workers counctls,

SO

Freedom of speech, press and
assembly, trade-union rights, in-
cluding the right to strike — all
of these would be enlarged
under socialism. The goal of a
socialist society universal
well-being — can be attained
only through unrestricted par-
ticipation of the people in shap-
ing economic and political de-
cisions. The idea that people
somechow can be made happy
without their consent has no-
thing to do with socialism. A
socialist America, of course,
would wipe out segregation and
discrimination on account of
race or nationality.

Wil socuihsm work” Yes, we
av Despile extreme  bureaus
cratie distorfjions we ean look

for poof in the experience of

Russia, Beciuse of pubhe own-
vichip ol mdustiy and planning
Russii hiis been transtormed in
N ovear< o the most back-
wind country ot Europe to the
vorlds second imdnstial power
1'vis 1 the gouge of the woik-
atulity ol these torms True

ve 1923, when pnivilege-seek-
me offive holae:s lL']‘t‘d (Cirg-
tral, the Rus<an working peo-
ple have been cacddled with a
bureaucratic dictatorship. This

was the resull of extreme dif-
ficulties under which the Soviet
ceonomy had to operate These
dithiculties  meluded  isolation
from the worlkd economy, for-
cign military  ntervention  hy
the mam capitalist powers (in-
cluding the United States) in
the early vears of the Soviet
Republic. and devastation
brought by the Nazas during
World War I1. Bul the very suc-
cesses scored by the economy
are emboldening the Russian
workig people to move against
burcaueracy and reestablish so-
cialist democracy, The Russian
people will never willmgly re-
tarn to capitalism,

I1 will be much easier to
build socialism in the United
States than it proved to be in
Russia. We can envisage the
change to socialism as immedi-
ately giving us far greater ma-
terial well-being and far more
individual freedom than the ma-
jority of us know today. On
November 4 register your de-
sire for a society of peace,
abundance and freedom. Vote
for Daniel Roberts for U.S.
Senator on the Socialist Work-
ers Party line.

A Correction

Geography of Hunger, a
book referred to in last
week's Militan!l, was writien
by Josue de Castro rather
than Gasset y Ortego, as i
was given las! week.

.| audience,

|people have a chance to vote

Reuther |fc-nd themselves."”

Minn. SWP Nominee

Gives Stan

d in Reply

To Radio Audience

MINNEAPOLIS—The campaign for William Cuarran,

Socialist Workers candidate

for the U.S. Senate. is now

in full swing. A recent highlight of the campaign was

Curran's appearance, Oct. 7, on#
the popular Night Beat pro-
gram for an howr and a half,
with the bulk of the time de-
voted 10 answering questions
telephoned in by the radio

One listener called in to ask
Curran, “Don’t you people get
discouraged in working for so-
cialism when you never yet
have been elected to office?”

Curran replied: “On the con-
lrary, we are veryv optimistic
and very confident. Things all
over the country are looking up
for us socialists. We believe
that the capitalist mode of pro-
duction has outlived its useful-
ness and can no longer raise
the standard of living of the
American workers and the ma-
jority of the people. All it can
offer are war and depressions.
We believe that in order to pre-
vent war it is necessary to do
away with the cause of war,
which is the profit system.

“We see evidence that an
ever greater number of work-
ers are coming to the conclu-
sion that a sane system of plan-
ned production for use based
on the needs of the people—a
socialist system -— is the only

practical solution to the ever-
increasmng  threats of war and
depression. We  socialists are

very confident. We have a big
idea, and that idea, penetrating
the consciousness of the Amevi-
can people, can become an iin-
portant factor almost over-
night."

ON VIOLENCE

Another member of the radio
audience wanted to know if the
Socialist Workers Party advo-
cates the use of force and vio-
lence. Curran replied: “No, we
do nol advocate force and vio-
lence, We prefer a peaceful
transition to socialism. Only a
mentally unbalanced person
would advocate force and vio-
lence. History has shown that
no ruling class has ever given
up its position peacefully. We
can certammly hope it will be
different here. We think, how-
cever, that before the American

socialism in, they could be chal-
lenged by a fascist organization.
The people would have to de-

Discussing one listener’s
query about the long-standing
divisions in the socialist move-
ment, Curran pointed to the
United Independent-Socialist
ticket in New York State as a
heartening example of growing
unity among socialists. He hail-
ed it as a big step toward put-
ting socialism back on the
American map as a practical
proposition,

The SWP nominee will be
heard on the radio again over
station WTCN on Tuesday, Oct.
21, at 8:15 p.m.

Meanwhile, the Socialist
Workers campaign committee is
cireulating an  attractive four-
page folder outlining William
Curran's program. It spells out
the socialist stand for an end
to the war threat, opposition Lo
searegation, for full employ-
ment, restoration of the Bill of
Rights, a guarantee of the cost
of produgtion to working farm-
ers and the need for independ-

ent working class political ac-
tion.
The campaign headquarters

of the Socialist Workers Party,
at 322 Hennepin Ave.. is open
daily from 12 noon. It's phone

S

WILLIAM M. CURRAN

number is FE 2-7781 The Mil-
Hant, Interaational Socialist Re-
view and other socialist literal-
ure are avatlable there, includ-
ing campaign folders.

WISCONSIN CANDIDATE

MILWAUKEE, Oct 11—
Speaking at o luncheon here

today, Wavne Leverenz, Social-
st Workers candidate for Gov-

ernor of  Wisconsin,  declared:
“"The  United  States 18 rweh
enough to alford a Teht-{o-
Farm Law for ithe subsidizing
of those on-the-land, working
f;u'mm's who want o o on

despite the enormous compeli-
tive advantage of the corpora-
tion factory fawrms, They should
be guaranteed an annual
curity income at the expense of
the soulless,  land - devouring
corporations. The existing fam
relief programs all fail te meet

s0-

the  human  problem wt the
market-price level. Our taxes
serve only o save the rich

‘farmers”.”

Ohio SWP Scores
Open-Shop Bill

CLEVELAND — The Social-

Workers Party of Ohio
urging a "no" vole on the
called "right-to-work"
ment.  which
Nov. 4 hallot.

ment points
capitalism  the workers'
“rights" to a job are
they™ are able to
through their unions,

ist is
so-
amend-
the

state-

appears
An SWP
out  that

on

undoer
only
those
enforee

Branding the proposed amend-
ment part of national ¢m-
ployer - inspired union - busting
drive, the statement declares it
part of an effort “to place the
blame for inflation caused by a
war cconomy on the wage de-
mands of the organized work-
ers. and to treat corruption in
Lthe labor movement as though
it were inherent in unionism
instead of in our whole de-
linquent society.” The SWI also
declared its opposition 1o of-
ficial union endorsemoent of the
Democratic candidate for Gov-
ernor, It said this endorse¢ment
“is bused on the false notion
that he is a ‘fHriend of laboy!
and an opponent of the Right-
to-Work amendment. The only
difference between Republican
O'Neill and Democrat DiSalle
is that O'Neill openly supports
issue No. 2, while DiSalle ad-
vocates other forms of legisla-
tive restrictions on laiboy.”

o

. . . Ohio L

(Continued from Page 1)
fice in Ohio in a role subordin-
ate to the question.”

COPE and the official labor
hodies are still responding with
the old reflexes of endorsing
Democrats. Republican Govern-
or O'Neill helped maintain that
pattern by taking a stand for
RTW, This made 1t possible 1o
the AFL-CIO 1o endorse Dem-

ocratic candidate DiSalle, al-
though DiSalle’s stated opposi-
tion 1o RTW is based on the

abjection that the constiiutional
amendment will not end cor-
vuption 1 the labor movement;

that other forms of restrictive
legistation are necessary to do
that.

But UOLO, which is the real
political organization of labor
in this campaign, endorses no
candidates. Its hundreds of vol-
unteer speakers, debaters and
lizerature distributors and thou-

ahor Unites

sands of supporters and con-
tributors in the ranks are con-
centrating on getting out the
vote against Issue No. 2, not
on supporting Democrats. The
raft of letters to the editors of
the newspapers throughout the
state are on the Issue, not on
the candidates.

If the Right-to-Work amenil-

ment is detealed Nowv. 4 3t will
unqueshionably be a powerful
demonstration ol the correct-

ness  of independent  politeal
action for labar, It RTW passes,
it will only prove that labor
acted 1oo late along these lines,
because no one even
that Issue No 2 ¢ be de-
feated by working thirough the
two capilalist parties.
Regardless of which way the
vote goes, the groundwork for
a labor party is being laid by
labor’s new approach to its
political battles in Ohio.

suggests



