
Tammany Seeks to Rig N.Y. Election
Moves to Rule 
Ind.-Socialists, SLP, 
Davis off Ballot

By Herman Chauka
NEW  YO R K, Sept. 18 — In  a w ell-o iled  d rive  to re­

s tr ic t the New Y ork  ba llo t choice to the tw o Big Business 
parties, Carm ine De Sapio’s Dem ocratic pa rty  machine
has challenged the state-w ide*-
nom inating petitions of the 
U nited Independent - Socialist 
ticke t and the Socialist Laboi' 
Party. Also challenged is the 
pe tition  of Com m unist Party 
leader Benjam in J. Davis, Peo­
p le ’s R ights candidate fo r the 
State Senate in the 21st Dis­
tr ic t.

The challenges have been 
made even though all three 
nom inating petitions exceeded 
the num ber of signatures re ­
quired. Twelve thousand sig­
natures of registered voters, in ­
c lud ing 50 from  each county, 
are needed fo r a place on the 
state ballot. The Independent- 
Socialists filed almost 27,000, 
w ith  w ell over 50 va lid  sig­
natures from  each county. The 
SLP turned in 16,000 signatures. 
Davis filed nearly double the 
3,000 signatures required in a 
State Senatorial d is tric t.
M A C H IN E  DOES JOB

In  past elections, De Sapio 
has sought, several times suc­
cessfully, to deprive m in o rity  
parties of the ir ba llo t place, 
usually through the vehicle of 
pe tition  challenges by "p riva te  
citizens”  not o ffic ia lly  identified 
w ith  his machine. But th is  tim e

the De Sapio-Harrim an com bi­
nation is brazenly m oving 
against m ino rity  ba llo t rights 
through w e ll-know n ind iv idua ls 
who are openly identified w ith  
the ir machine.

The first challenge against 
the Independent-Socialist pe ti­
tion was filed, Sept. 12, by A n ­
drew M. Pinckney, an A lbany 
lawyer. The A lbany K n icke r­
bocker News reported. Sept. 13, 
that P inckney “ who said he 
was not hired by the Demo­
cratic party  to do the job, plans 
to trave l firs t to Boards of 
E lections at T roy and Schenec­
tady to see if  Socialist names 
from  these counties are in va l­
id .”
HAS PATRONAGE JOB

Pinckney was recently ap­
pointed by the H arrim an ad­
m in is tra tion  to a choice $13,000- 
a-year patronage job as counsel 
to the Hudson R iver Regulating 
D is tric t.

On the heels of the Pinckney 
challenge, another came in New 
York City from attorney Mon­
roe Goldwater. A former Demo­
cratic Assemblyman. Goldwater 
was law partner to the notori­
ous Tammany Hall chieftain, 
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One o f  26,481 Signers

World-famed historian W. E. B. Du Bois signed Inde­
pendent-Socialist nominating petition for John T. McManus 
just before sailing abroad. The Democratic party is now 
trying to invalidate petition through legal chicanery in 
order to stifle such voices of protest as his.

Buffalo R ally fo r Davies 
Foils Local Red-Baiters

SEPT. 17 — U ncricke tlike  behavior on the part of 
certa in  reactionaries in  Buffa lo  fa iled to put a damper on 
the success of the Buffa lo  phase of the nation-w ide speak­
ing tou r of H arold Davies, B r i t - *
ish Labor P a rty  Mem ber of 
Parliam ent. H ad ji Temple at 
which M r. Davies was schedul­
ed to speak, was canceled a 
few  hours before meeting time, 
Sept. 13. M r. Davies spoke any­
way —  before an enthusiastic 
audience o f 200 persons who 
gathered at Crescent H a ll. E a rl­
ier, Rev. Paul Carnes o f the 
U n iversa lis t - U n ita rian  Church 
had made his church available 
in  the in terest of free speech 
upon learn ing tha t the other 
ha ll had been canceled.

The manager of Hadji Tem­
ple, according to the Buffalo 
Courier-Express, gave as the 
reason for the cancellation "a 
visit Thursday from a member 
of the Police Department Sub­
versive Squad and a phone call 
from a person who said he was 
a representative of the anti­
subversive committee of Troop 
I, American Legion Post."

Richard L ips itz , vice cha ir­
man of the Erie County L ib ­
eral Party and one o f the spon­
sors o f the meeting, said of the 
cancellation: “ I am u tte rly
amazed and disappointed that 
the oppo rtun ity  to exercise the 
basic righ ts  o f freedom of 
speech and of peaceful assem­
blage should be in terfered w ith  
in such a crass, arrogant and 
undem ocratic m anner.”
J IM M Y  W ILSON CASE

Co-speakers w ith  Mr. Davies 
at the Buffa lo meeting were Dr. 
Lonnie  Cross, Negro educator 
from  A tlan ta  U n ive rs ity  who 
was one of the in itia to rs  of the 
Save J im m y W ilson Committee: 
and Dr. Annette  Rubinstein, In ­
dependent - Socialist candidate 
fo r L ieu tenant Governor of 
New Y ork . Vera S p ru ill, C ha ir­

man of the Mothers A lliance to 
Stop School Segregation also 
spoke on the cu rren t campaign 
being waged by her organiza­
tion. The meeting and the c ir ­
cumstances surrounding i t  were 
w ide ly  reported in  the da ily  
press. Mr. Davies described his 
Buffa lo experience as “ one of 
the best and certa in ly  the most 
sp irited  of the entire  tou r.”

Before going to Buffalo, Mr. 
Davies toured northern Ohio. 
He spoke before 150 people at 
the U n ita rian  Society in  C leve­
land. The meeting was chaired 
by Sam Pollock, president of 
Local 467, Amalgamated Meat 
Cutters and Butcher W orkm en 
of N orth  Am erica, who said he 
hoped to see more gatherings 
of th is k ind in w h ich  indepen­
dents and people of various po­
lit ic a l tendencies could come 
together in  free discussion. M r. 
Davies also spoke at a special 
membership meeting of Local 
427 where 1900 unionists heard 
him. Walter Davis, Assistant 
Editor of the AFL-CIO 's Cleve­
land Citizen shared the platform  
with Harold Davies, and rep­
resentatives of the Teamsters, 
Machinists and communications 
union were present. Mr. Davies 
was also interviewed over sta­
tion K YW -TV .

In A kron , he spoke at an 
adult education meeting cha ir­
ed by Joseph Glazer, Education 
D irector of the U nited Rubber 
W orkers.

In  Toronto. Sept. 11, the B r i t ­
ish socialist appeared before the 
United Jewish Peoples Order 
and spoke on the Far East c r i­
sis. a subject he has dealt w ith  
in  his appearances throughout 
the tour.
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Hold Secret Conference 
Over Quemoy War Crisis

By George Lavan *-
SEPT. 17 —  By standing firm 

against any suspension of inte­
gration at L ittle  Rock's Central 
High School the Supreme Court 
has put it squarely up to the 
federal government: w ill it or 
w ill it not enforce the constitu­
tional rights of the Negro 
schoolchildren?

That th is  question cannot be 
evaded by the W hite  House was 
made clear by Arkansas Gov­
ernor Faubus’s p rom pt closing 
of L it t le  Rock’s schools.

Precisely the same issues as 
in L it t le  Rock are invo lved in 
N orfo lk , F ron t Royal and C har­
lo ttesv ille , V irg in ia , where Gov. 
A lm ond has also defied court- 
ordered in tegra tion  w ith  school 
closings. N ot on ly are these 
cases tied to L it t le  Rock lega lly  
—- court ru lings  in  them de­
pending on the high court’s 
action on C entra l H igh  —  but 
also p o litica lly . For both in 
Arkansas and V irg in ia  m ust 
now come the test of the South­
ern Democratic o ffic ia ls ’ much- 
touted program of “ massive re ­
sistance.”  Inc lud ing  the recent 
legislation in  Arkansas, South­
ern legislatures have passed 
over 200 laws and amendments 
to state constitu tions aimed at 
th w a rting  and c ircum venting 
the Supreme Court's school de­
cision.
SCHOOL-CLOSING LAW S

Some o f these have been a l­
ready tested in the courts as in 
V irg in ia  where the P up il Place­
m ent Act, a device fo r d iscrim ­
ina ting  against Negro students 
on “ psychological”  o r “ sociolog­
ica l”  grounds has been over­
ridden by federal courts. Now 
being used are the school clos­
ing laws themselves. These laws 
authorize the governor to close 
any school where a final court 
order fo r in tegra tion  has been 
handed down. C oro lla ry  to them 
are other laws fo r selling or 
ren ting  the closed public schools 
to groups or corporations fo r 
reopening as segregated “ p r i­
vate”  schools.

A lready  Gov. Faubus’s racist 
stooges in Arkansas have fo rm ­
ed the “ L it t le  Rock P rivate  
School C orporation”  w hich aims 
to ren t and operate the c ity ’s 
schools. A nother o f Arkansas’ 
“ massive resistance”  laws p ro ­
vides fo r state grants to pa r­
ents to pay tu itio n  at such p r i­
vate schools.

These laws are manifestly un­
constitutional by state standards 
as well as by federal. More­
over. U.S. authorities have num­
erous grounds for other legal 
proceedings against Faubus and 
the Virginia officials. Faubus, 
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S o lid a r ity  f o r  L it t le  Rock Negroes

Buffalo housewives, organized in the Mothers Alliance to Stop Segregation, on way to 
Buffalo Board of Education meeting Sept. 10. They urged Buffalo schools be closed for one 
day as demonstration of support to L ittle Rock fighters against school segregation.

Jim Wilson Still in Danger
An Editorial

The Alabama Supreme Court has 
again confirmed the death sentence of 
J im m y W ilson fo r a $1.95 th e ft and has 
rescheduled his electrocution fo r Oct. 24.

The latest w ord from  Alabam a Gov­
ernor Folsom came fou r days la te r (Sept. 
15)— it  was tha t he hadn’t decided 
w hether or not he w il l  commute W ilson’s 
sentence to life  im prisonm ent. E a rlie r 
Folsom had hinted he m igh t commute i t  
a fte r the State Supreme Court hearing, 
“ i f  I can find some excuse ”  I f  a death 
sentence fo r a $1.95 robbery i n . w h ich 
the alleged v ic tim  was unharmed, isn ’t 
on its ve ry  face suffic ien t “ excuse,”  i t  is 
d if f ic u lt  to imagine ju s t w hat Folsom 
requires.

W hat the Alabama cou rt’s refusal of 
a new tr ia l and Folsom’s refusal to com­
m it h im se lf adds up to, is tha t the w o rld ­
w ide protest movement m ust not slacken 
t i l l  W ilson is safely removed from  the 
shadow of the e lectric chair.

The M ilita n t has p reviously reported 
the protests from  a ll over the w o rld — 
w h ich  the B ig Business press in  th is  
coun try  has played down. Latest news, 
reported in  passing by the C hristian Sci­
ence M on ito r is of “ protests from  one end 
of A fr ica  to the. o ther.”  These are a ll 
w onde rfu l deeds of in te rna tiona l so lidar­
ity  w ith  the fighters against racism  in  
the U.S. and we hope they continue un­
abated.

B u t the p rim a ry  responsib ility  rests 
on the Am erican people. T he ir protest fo r 
W ilson m ust not slacken now. I t  must 
sw ell u n til the A dm in is tra tion  and every 
Dem ocratic po litic ian  above the Mason- 
D ixon line  puts the heat on A labam a’s 
Dem ocratic officials.

This means tha t i f  you haven’t yet 
w r itte n  le tte rs of protest to Gov. Folsom, 
President Eisenhower and the Democratic 
P arty  leaders in your state, do so today. 
I f  you have already done it, do i t  again.

World Public Opinion 
Kept in Dark About 
Possible Concessions

By Joseph Hansen
SEPT. 18—D ip lom atic  ta lks  began three days ago in  

Warsaw between representatives o f the Chinese People’s 
Republic and the U.S- governm ent over the tense situa­
tion in  the Formosa S traits. A lthough  the crisis had 
threatened to p rec ip ita te  a nuclear war, w o rld  pub lic  
opinion was barred from  even a spectator’s seat at the 
crucia l negotiations. Both sides are fo llo w in g  the ways of

im peria lis t d ip lom acy —  to ex-

Negro Youth 
To March on 
Washington

SEPT. 18 — A silent protest 
of 1,000 children marching 
past the White House in Wash­
ington, D. C., Oct. 11, w ill de­
mand federal action to protect 
the heroic Negro children in 
the South who have coura­
geously faced racist violence.

The protest march of ele­
m entary school youth was ca ll­
ed fo r by a m eeting of labor, 
re lig ious and c iv ic  organiza­
tions on the in it ia t iv e  of A. 
P h ilip  Randolph, president of 
the Sleeping Car Porters and 
vice-president of the AFL-C IO .

Partic ipants in  the planning 
o f the Y outh March included 
M orris  lueshew itz o f the New 
Y ork  C ity  C IO; C leveland Rob­
inson, Local 65; Joseph Over- 
ton, Local 338; D udley Wash­
ington, D in ing  Car Local 370, 
W alter L. K irschbaum  of the 
Jewish Labor Com m ittee; F a th ­
er John LaFarge, J.D., ed ito r 
o f the C atholic organ, Am erica.

JA CK IE ROBINSON  
TO LEA D  M ARCH

The Y outh  March w il l  be led 
by Jackie Robinson, fo rm er 
baseball star, and Ernest Green, 
the on ly  Negro student per­
m itted  to graduate from  Cen­
tra l H igh School in  L it t le  Rock, 
Arkansas.

The Youth March was p lan­
ned w h ile  partic ipants at the 
meeting received m inu te -by- 
m inute telephone reports from  
Montgomery, Alabam a, on the 
ja ilin g  of Rev. M a rtin  L u the r 
K ing , leader of the anti-segre­
gation m ovem ent of tha t c ity .

The decision to call the March 
was made unanim ously. Both 
Negro and w h ite  ch ild ren  w il l  
be transported from  a ll over 
the nation to express th e ir 
sym pathy and so lid a rity  w ith  
Negro ch ild ren  in  the South.

Steelworkers Urgently Need 30-for-40
By Fred Halstead

SEPT. 15— The ninth consti­
tutional convention of the m il­
lion-member U n i t e d  Steel 
Workers of America opens in 
Atlantic City this week. Head­
ing the list of problems facing 
the 3,500 delegates is the 1957- 
58 depression in steel.

The dow nh ill slide tha t be­
gan in February, 1957 sent steel 
production to 50% of capacity 
fo r the firs t months of th is 
year. In  the last few  months 
production lias s low ly  come 
back to 65% of capacity but, 
according to USW A president 
David J. McDonald, 200,000 
USW A members are s til l to ta l­
ly  unemployed and another 
200.000 are on part tim e. A 
substantial num ber of members 
have been out of w ork  fo r over 
a year. The da ily  struggle fo r 
bread is overshadowed by the 
fear of perm anent loss of jobs 
caused by technological devel­
opment, inc lud ing  automation.

By p itt in g  the employed

against the unemployed, the 
corporations seek to d iv ide the 
workers, destroy union so lidar­
ity  and greatly increase dis­
crim ina tion  a g a i n s t  Negro 
workers, women workers, and 
w orkers in  the o lder age 
bracket, thus fu rth e r d is rup t­
ing so lida rity . The question 
of w hether to w ork  fo u r or 
five days per week becomes 
a red-hot issue tha t frequently  
finds the unemployed on one 
side and the employed on the 
other. The unemployed can 
on ly hope fo r recall i f  the 
four-day system prevails, w h ile  
the employed can’t make ends 
meet w ith o u t the fifth  day’s 
pay. The company juggles its 
po licy on this issue and others 
w ith  an eye not only to cause 
the most d iv is ion among w o rk ­
ers. but to  cut down perm an­
en tly  the size of the w ork  force 
in every department.

The chronic nature of unem­
p loym ent in the steel industry 
due to autom ation and speed­
up was pointed up by figures

released by the union in a le t­
te r to P resident Eisenhower, 
Sept. 13, showing tha t the num ­
ber of steel w orkers employed 
has decreased since February 
although production has in ­
creased by 10% in the same 
period.

It  is clear that this problem 
cannot begin to be solved by 
a 10-cent an hour wage increase 
or some improvement in fringe 
benefits. An entirely new bar­
gaining policy w ill be neces­
sary, and the number one de­
mand should be for a shorter 
work week with no decrease in 
take-home pay— 30 hours work 
for 40 hours pay.

Pre-convention reports in d i­
cate tha t the McDonald leader­
ship intends to support the 
convention’s going on record 
fo r  shorter w ork-w eek and 
h igher wage demands lo r the 
1959 bargaining.
NO SPECIFIC TARGETS

However, McDonald is ex­
pected to resist any attem pt to 
na il down the demands as the

“ 30 fo r 40”  slogan does. “ The 
new bargaining program ,”  re­
ports the Sept. 14 New Y ork  
Times, “ is expected to avoid 
specific targets.”  In  other words, 
McDonald w il l  s tr ike  a m ilita n t 
pose— for Die moment— w ithou t 
rea lly  com m itting  h im self to a 
figh t fo r real gains in 1959.

Nevertheless, McDonald is 
singing a d iffe ren t tunc now 
than at the opening of the pre­
vious convention in Los A n ­
geles tw o years ago. The Los 
Angeles convention took place 
in a period of re la tive ly  fu ll 
employment and sho rtly  a fte r 
the 34-dav s tr ike  which ended 
w ith  the three-year agreement 
that expires Ju ly  1. 1959.

McDonald hailed tha t con­
trac t as the greatest in any 
un ion ’s h istory. (Though it only 
got the w orkers increases of 
about seven cents an hour per 
year and did not touch the 
speed-up problem .) He opened 
tha t convention w ith  praise of 
“ people’s cap ita lism ”  and said 
that the strike  had re a lly  been

unnecessary and tha t he had 
high hopes tha t i t  w ould be the 
last one in the h is to ry  of ma­
jo r steel bargaining. He praised 
the “ m utua l trusteeship”  tha t 
he and the top bosses were 
supposed to share over the in ­
dustry.

Then he proceeded to ram a 
$2 per month dues increase 
down the throats of the mem­
bership and received a rude 
awakening when that precipi­
tated a widespread revolt w ith ­
in the union. After Donald C. 
Rarick, Dues Protest Move­
ment candidate who opposed 
McDonald in the February 
1957 elections, got one third of 
the votes (even by official 
count), McDonald toned down 
his "mutual trusteeship" clap­
trap and started talking tough 
to the steel corporations. Still, 
in the minds of rank and filers, 
he is associated with sweet­
heart deals on speed-up and 
with the lack of democracy 
which is part and parcel of 
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elude the press and conduct' 
every th ing  in secrecy, behind 
low ered , curtains.

Thus w hat each side was 
prepared to concede —  and at 
whose expense—could on ly be 
speculated upon. The Eisen­
hower adm in is tra tion  has in ­
sisted that i t  w il l  give up none 
of d ic ta tor Chiang Ka i-shek’s 
claims, pu rsu it o f w hich had 
precip itated the crisis. The Mao 
regime, on the o ther hand, has 
pressed C hina’s r ig h t to  exer­
cise sovereignty over a ll its 
te rrito ries , i n c l u d i n g  those 
where the ousted w a rlo rd  is 
protected by Am erican armed 
force.

The Ceylonese Samasamjist, 
reflecting revo lu tiona ry  social­
ist opinion in  the colonial 
w orld , feared a possible ba r­
gain at the expense o f the 
sm all countries. In  its Sept. 11 
issue, th is w e ll-in fo rm ed  news­
paper cited the statements of 
P rince N o r o d o m  Sihanouk, 
P rim e M in is te r of Cambodia, 
who has jus t returned from  a 
v is it to China:

“ The Prince declares tha t 
China sincerely wanted the 
friendsh ip  of the USA. He 
adds that to secure Am erica ’s 
friendsh ip  the Chinese leaders 
were even ready to create and 
safeguard a bu ffer zone be­
tween the East and West blocs 
to meet Am erican fears tha t 
they could ‘communise’ neutra l 
countries.”
PROPOSAL FOR DEAL

The Samasamajist in terprets 
th is  as a proposal fo r a deal 
between the USA and China or 
"a more generalized arrange­
m ent between the S ino-Soviet 
Bloc on the one side and the 
W orld  Im peria lis t Bloc on the 
other.”  \

The editors, who are strong 
supporters o f both the Soviet 
U nion and China, argue tha t 
“ the l it t le  countries have a 
r ig h t to determ ine th e ir des­
tin ies no less than the big 
countries.”  To th is  they add 
that “ Every revo lu tiona ry  w il l  
also repudiate the idea the 
People’s Republic of China or 
the USSR is entitled  to make 
the revo lu tiona ry  movements in 
any group of countries the sub­
ject o f arrangements w ith  the 
Im peria lists. The people of 
every country are en titled  to 
make th e ir revo lu tion  as and 
when they can and w il l ;  and 
not even the countries o f the 
v ic torious revo lu tion  have a 
r ig h t to sway them any in  the 
interests of power politics. We 
cannot perm it a repe tition  of 
the trag ic tale o f the p re-w ar 
Spanish R evolution.”

The Eisenhower administra­
tion appears to have gone to 
the talks in Warsaw reluctant­
ly. The world rightfully ex­
pects concessions from Wash­
ington as the power behind 
Chiang, who precipitated the 
crisis. But spokesmen of the 
Slate Department and White 
House have repeatedly denoun­
ced any thought of the dictator 
yielding an inch of Chinese ter­
ritory.

This position of the R epubli­
can party  has been seconded 
fo r the Democrats by fo rm er 
President T r u m a n .  Backing 
E i s e n h o w e r ’ s nation-w ide 
speech threaten ing w a r i f  the 
People’s Republic of China at- 
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W ill the U.S. Act Against Faubus?
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Croup Expelled 
From CP Holds 
National Parley

By Lillian Kiezel
A  new ly form ed P rovisional O rganizing Com m ittee 

fo r a M a rx is t-Len in is t Com m unist P a rty  presented its  
ideas p u b lic ly  last week in  the firs t edition o f a m on th ly  
newspaper. The M arx is t-Len in- *
is t Vanguard

Vanguard reports the Aug. 16- 
17 conference of the new group 
w hich began as the M arx is t- 
L e n in is t caucus o f the Com­
m unist P arty . The CP leader­
ship ’s suppression of documents 
em bodying the views o f th is 
caucus is the reason given fo r 
ca lling  the conference.

The Com m unist P a rty ’s N a­
tiona l Executive Committee an­
swered the action o f the caucus 
by expelling a ll those who a t­
tended the conference. The Aug. 
17 W orker declares that the call 
to the caucus' conference . . 
climaxes a long period of fac­
tiona l, an ti-pa rty  ac tiv ity . . . .’ ’ 
"Those who are responsible 
fo r the organization of th is fac­
tiona l conference have by th is 
act placed themselves outside 
the P a rty  and m erit expulsion 
from  its ranks.”

Thus, under th rea t of exp u l­
sion, 83 delegates attended the 
conference representing an esti­
mated 300 people from  local 
caucuses throughout the coun­
try . Luc ille  Bethancourt, fo r­
mer Sm ith Act defendant and 
one of the leaders of the move­
ment in Chicago, chaired the 
firs t session.
C O M POSITION

Vanguard reports tha t the 
composition o f the conference 
was outstanding because of the 
high num ber of workers, Ne­
groes and Puerto Ricans in  a t­
tendance. The average age of 
the delegates was th ir ty -s ix .

The main line  of the con­
ference's program m atic declara­
tion , w h ich  is p rin ted  in V an­
guard, is the need to reconsti­
tu te  a party  capable of leading 
th e ’ struggle fo r socialism in the 
U nited Stales.

Am ong the many points 
raised in the program m atic dec­
la ra tion  are the fo llow ing :

(1) Opposition to the notion 
tha t “ peaceful, parliam entary, 
constitu tiona l transition to so­
c ia lism ”  is possible “ in the 
U nited States through the evo­
lu tio n  of the people’s fro n t.”  
The vanguard group ascribes 
th is v iew  to W illia m  Z. Foster 
among other party  leaders.

(2) Dissociation "once and fo r 
a ll, from  the opportun ist trade 
union po licy  w hich w ould iso­
late us from  the rank and file 
w orkers in order to combat ‘iso­
la tio n ’ from  the labor lieu ten­
ants of cap ita l.”

(3) Opposition to “ tlie  l iq u i­
dation o f the M arx is t-Len in is t 
youth movement — at a lim e 
when the im peria lis t bourgeoisie 
has developed its most concen­
trated attack on the interests 
o f Am erican vou th .” 
STRUGGLE FOR PEACE

Arm ando Roman, v e t e r a n  
leader of the CP’s Puerto Rican 
section, presented the po litica l 
report. He declared that the 
m ain task of the Communist 
P a rty  was the struggle fo r 
peace. Most im portan t in th is 
struggle is the w o rk ing  class, 
"B u t how ,”  he demanded, “ can 
the leadership of the CPUSA 
help to generate a peace move­
ment w ith in  the ranks of labor 
i f  Its labor policy is based on 
the tactic  of tra ilin g  the trade 
union bureaucrats?”

On the Negro struggle Roman 
taxes the CP leadership w ith  
opportunism , bu t does so from  
a “ Negro na tiona lis t”  line. He 
claims that the CP aims to de­
stroy the theoretical base o f the 
question by casting aside tbe 
tenet tha t the Negro question es­
sen tia lly  involves “ the existence 
o f a nation and people oppressed 
by Am erican im peria lism  w ith ­
in  the boundaries of the United 
States.”  H a rry  Haywood, one 
o f the earliest expounders of 
th is  theory, w hich was firs t ad­
vanced by the CP in 1928, is 
now  a member of tbe M arx is t-

Len in is t Committee.
The organization report was 

given by A. Marino, Waterfront 
section organizer of the CP. He 
pointed out that the two-year 
struggle in the CP has had a 
devastating effect. He claimed 
that of the estimated 17,000 
membership at the time of the 
convention in February 1957, 
only 3,000 remain.

The Vanguard group fu r th e r 
accuses the Communist Party  
leadership of being out o f line  
w ith  the in ternationa l Commu­
nist movement, w hich, i t  con­
tends, does adhere to revolu- 
tio n a iy  principles. Instances 
cited are the party  leadership’s 
alleged fa ilu re  to repudiate the 
1957 CP convention ’s stand on 
the Hungarian rising. The con­
vention voted ne ither to con­
demn nor condone the crushing 
of the revo lu tion. Vanguard 
considers the Hungarian events 
to have been a counter-revo lu­
tion and the crushing o f i t  a 
revo lu tionary  act.
CALL CP "T ITO ITE "

Another example cited by 
Vanguard of the Am erican CP’s 
being out of line  w ith  the in ­
ternational movement is the a l­
leged re jection of the 12-party 
declaration signed in Moscow 
last November when K h rush ­
chev was consolidating his 
a u tho rity  over the Communist 
parties the w orld  over. Van­
guard characterizes the A m e ri­
can C’P leadership as “ T ito ite ” 
because T ito  opposed the 12- 
party  declaration and refused to 
sign it.

Vanguard holds tha t since 
1928. the CP leadership in the 
U S . has been developing an 
opportunist course at variance 
w ith  the Com m unist parties in 
the rest of the w orld. However, 
the history of the international 
Communist movement does not 
bear Vanguard out. Transfor­
mation of the CPUSA from a 
revolutionary socialist parly 
into an opportunist organization 
parallels sim lar transformations 
throughout all other Communist 
Parties. And this process is tied 
to the development of bureau­
cratic rule in the Soviet Union 
since 1923.

T  h e Vanguard conference 
made plans fo r 1he “ P rovis ion­
al O rganizing Com m ittee”  to 
function na tiona lly  and to pub­
lish a m onth ly  newspaper. It 
also elected a 19-man steering 
committee. Vanguard and four 
other documents which were 
suppressed in the CP can be 
obtained by w r it in g  to H arry  
Haywood. 1649 L inco ln  PI., 
B rook lyn , N.Y., or to A rm ando 
Roman, 162 Second St., New 
York, N Y.

A  Return to Mud-Slinging Practice
By Harry Ring

I t  is well known in the ra­
dical movement that there,are  
important disagreements be­
tween the supporters of the 
New York United Independent- 
Socialist ticket and the leaders 
of the Communist Party as to 
what constitutes a correct so­
cialist electoral policy. The 
CP leaders have argued that 
socialists w ill increase their 
isolation by opposing labor- 
endorsed candidates and that 
it would be preferable to run 
a single candidate on a peace 
platform than to enter a full 
ticket on a socialist platform.

The discussions around these 
problems have proven healthy 
and beneficial fo r the radical 
movement and have stim ulated 
an unprecedented degree of 
u n ity  in action among social­
ists and independents. One of 
the encouraging features o f the 
discussion u n til recently  was 
the fact tha t even though the 
CP leaders refused to enter the 
electoral bloc they did present 
th e ir v iew po in t in the debate. 
O f course, T ro tsky -ba iting  a l­
ways entered in to th e ir a rgu­
m entation, but to a substantial 
degree they discussed the real 
issues in dispute.

Now it appears th a t the CP 
leadership and the W orker is 
dropping the discussion of the 
issues and reve rting  to the pre- 
20th Congress practice of sub­
s titu tin g  smear attacks fo r the 
k ind  of serious discussion of 
program tha t must p reva il i f  
the socialist movement is to 
break through its isolation. 
GEORGE MORRIS ARTICLE

The crassest m anifestation of 
reliance on smear techniques is 
found in the Sept. 14 W orker 
where labor ed ito r George M o r­
ris polemicizes against John T. 
McManus, Independent-Socialist 
nominee fo r Governor and 
General Manager of the Na­
tiona l Guardian.

M orris  makes no effort to 
discuss his po litica l differences 
w ith  McManus regarding the

Will George Morris Dare to Reaffirm This?
TThe fo llow ing  are ex ­

cerpts from  George M orris ’ 
pam phlet “ The T ro tsky ite  
F ifth  Column in the Labor 
Movem ent,”  published, Jan­
uary 1945. F irs t p rin ted  in 
The Communist. — Ed.] 

Trotskyites have ceased to 
be a viewpoint within the 
Soviet Union or anywhere 
else. From their treacherous 
viewpoint, they passed over 
to acts of sabotage to pre­
vent the success of Stalin's 
policies. In  embarking upon 
that path, they inevitably 
found themselves allies of, 
and eventually working com­
panions with, the most reac­
tionary forces — czarisl plot­
ters, foreign imperialists, and 
fascists who sought the 
overthrow of the Soviet gov­
ernment . . . Trotskyites
have been swept out of 
every decent political or la­
bor organization as so much 
vermin. They have continued 
to decline along the path of 
treachery until they have 
become one of the chief out­
lets of Hitler's fifth column 
. . . The most apparent in­
dicator of their nature are 
the friends and allies they

make. Among them are Nor­
man Thomas S o c i a l i s t s ,  
whose position is hardly dis­
tinguishable from the Trol- 
skyile; John L. Lewis' 
a g e n t s ,  Coughlinites and 
Klan groups, all known for 
their policy of sabotage of 
the war effort. (Pp. 4 and 5.)

To give their splitting and 
pro-Hiller policy a "social­
ist" lone, they shout loudly 
that management and labor 
cannot possibly have a joint 
interest and that only profits 
come out of a step-up in 
arms output. (P. 5)

In calling themselves "So­
cialists" and engaging lav­
ishly in "r-r-revolutionary" 
phrasemongering, they swin­
dle some people into believ­
ing that they are a sort of 
an "extra radical" group. 
There is no more socialism 
in their work and program 
than in the work and pro­
gram of the National Social­
ist Party (Nazis). (P. 16)

To get at the real cess­
pool from which the Trot­
skyites draw their program 
of treachery, we must look 
back to the celebrated Mos­
cow trials of 1936-38 when

their lop leaders made full 
confessions of their crimes. 
(P. 17)

In  the issue after D-Day 
the M ilitant assured the 
French people that the A l­
lies are entering France not 
as liberators but to "en­
slave" Europe. Since then 
their shrieks ran like a 
carbon copy of Goebbel's 
frantic appeals to the people 
of Germany. "Both in word 
and in deed, Roosevelt and 
Churchill have shown that, 
far from liberating Europe 
they intend to subject its 
people to perpetual capital­
ist slavery/' said the edi­
torial of the September 29 
M ilitant. (P. 21)

The Trotskyites have made 
the most of their Minneap­
olis case to capitalize on 
American labor's traditional 
solidarity w ith victims of re­
action. [Labor, c iv il rights, 
c iv il lib e rty  and fra te rna l o r­
ganizations w ith  to ta l mem­
bership of five m illio n  pro­
tested the conviction  o f the 
M inneapolis Case v ic tim s.— 
Ed.] They have pictured 
their case as a "frame-up" 
with a lurid tale that Dan

Tobin asked his friend 
Roosevelt to jail them. From 
the evidence on Trotskyite 
crime, Tobin, Roosevelt or 
any other American, would 
be perfectly justified in de­
manding their prosecution. 
But, as the Minneapolis 
court record shows, they 
were convicted not for union 
activity but on their blunt­
ly announced intention to 
disrupt the war effort and 
demoralize our armed forces. 
Justice was, indeed, gener­
ous to -them with sentences 
ranging from only a year to 
16 months.

To call their case a civil 
liberties case, is a mockery 
of the most elementary con­
cept of democracy . . . for 
any Americans responsible 
to a community or a labor 
organization to have any­
thing to do with them is 
nothing short of consorting 
with the enemy. Trotskyites 
should be exposed and driv­
en out of any organization 
that they may crawl into. 
(P. 26)

(As an appendix, George 
M orris  reprin ted  approving ly 
an a rtic le  from  the August

1944 issue o f In te rnationa] 
Teamster by Thomas J. 
F lynn, executive assistant to 
P resident Tobin. Below are 
excerpts. — Ed.J

The Federal Bureau of In ­
vestigation then discovered 
that these same Trotskyites 
had been holding secret 
drills to instruct their mem­
bers in revolutionary w ar­
fare against the United 
States government. Several 
of them went to prison for 
a crime bordering on trea­
son . . . The C.I.O. is now 
discovering that Trotskyites 
cannot be good union men 
because they do not believe 
in the principles of unionism 
nor do they believe in the 
American form of govern­
ment or the American flag. 
A union to them is only the 
means of gaining recruits 
for the Socialist Workers' 
Parly and money to finance 
its subversive program . . . 
The Trotskyites were wrong 
in Russia. They are wrong 
in the United States. For­
tunately, Trotsky is now 
dead. Unfortunately, too 
many of his followers are 
not. (Pp. 29 and 30)

Independent-Socialist campaign. 
Instead he devotes h im self to 
berating McManus fo r having 
declared at a campaign ra lly , 
Aug. 27, that he found no tru th  
to the CP charge tha t the So­
cia list W orkers Party  is “ anti- 
Sovie t”  and “ d isrup tive .”

According to M orris, M c­
Manus does a disservice to the 
socialist cause by pa rtic ipa ting  
in  an electoral coalition tha t 
includes the SWP, because 
“ neither u n ity  or socialist c la r­
ity  w il l  be served by a b lind  
defense and welcome in to  the 
ranks o f socialism of a group 
tha t has PROVEN its lo ya lty

to reaction at every tu rn  in 
h is to ry .”

There is a sim ple fact tha t 
George M orris  should know 
by now. This method o f de­
bate — try in g  to avoid the a r­
guments of other radical ten ­
dencies by fa lse ly  labeling 
them agents o f the class en­
emy — has already proven te r­
r ib ly  damaging to the move­
ment as a w hole and most 
p a rticu la rly  to the Com m unist 
P arty  itseif.

I  say that Morris shmuld 
know this because he is the 
author of a 1945 pamphlet that 
I  doubt he would avow today

even though he borrows from it 
in his attack on McManus. The 
pamphlet, entitled, "The Trot­
skyite 51h Column in the L a­
bor Movement," was devoted to 
the theme that the Trotskyists 
are "spies, s a b o t e u r s  and 
would-be Quislings for Nazi 
Germany and Japan's imperial­
ism."

For the in fo rm ation  o f those 
readers who may not be fa ­
m ilia r  w ith  tha t w ork, we are 
publish ing extracts from  i t  on 
th is page.
DISASTROUS RESULT

The practice o f hanging false 
labels on other po litica l group-

... W ill the U. S. A ct Against Governor Faubas?

School Jim Crow 
Gets Setback in N.Y.

Seven Negro children in 
Brooklyn returned to school 
this week after Superinten­
dent of Schools Theobold 
granted their parents' re­
quest and reassigned them 
to a school which has a ra­
cially mixed student body. 
The children had been kept 
home since the opening of 
the school term in protest 
against their having to at­
tend a predominantly Negro 
school. Dr. Theobold prom­
ised to immediately rezone 
other schools in the area. In  
Harlem, however, nine Negro 
children are still being pri­
vately tutored. Their parents 
maintain that "education in 
a segregated school can only 
result in an inferior educa­
tion." Their lawyer, Paul B. 
Zuber is planning legal ac­
tion to secure equal educa­
tional opportunities tor the 
children.

(Continued front Page I )  
for instance, is still subject to 
two federal injunctions issued 
(end never used against him) 
during the desegregation fight 
in L ittle  Rock a year ago. If  ihe 
federal government chose, it 
could throw him in ja il for vio­
lating this injunction against 
interfering in any way with 
school integration at Central 
High.

A tto rney  General Rogers has 
made statements ind icating a 
firm er a ttitude  by Washington 
toward Faubus th is  year than 
last. A bout 75 federal marshals 
have been recru ited and sent to 
L it t le  Rock. A team of D epart­
m ent of Justice law yers were 
in L it t le  Rock fo r a few  days 
before and a fte r the high 
cou rt’s hearing.

How much a ll th is means can­
not yet be said. I t  may be m a in ­
ly a reaction to the adverse 
c ritic ism  the adm in istra tion  su f­
fered fo r its fa ilu re  to do any­
th ing  to enforce in tegra tion  at 
Central H igh a fte r i t  sent in  
federal troops. To the chagrin 
o f the adm in istra tion  both the 
L itt le  Rock School Board and 
Thurgood M arshall emphasized 
this at the recent Supreme 
C ourt hearings.
NO CONFIDENCE

The past perform ance o f the 
adm in istra tion , as w e ll as E is­
enhower’s pub lic ly  expressed 
personal desire fo r a “ s low ­
dow n”  o f desegregation, fu rn is^  
no basis fo r confidence tha t fe d ­
eral enforcement w il l  come in 
L it t le  Rock or V irg in ia  unless 
great pressure both here in  the 
U.S. and abroad is b rought to 
bear.

Indeed, it  is questionable 
wherner the motive of the fed­
eral government's decision not 
to interfere with the school 
closings immediately is tactical 
or the beginning of a retreat 
Attorney General Rogers inti-

FAUBUS

mates publicly that the purpose 
is to permit public anger of 
white parents to mount and 
turn against Faubus and the 
other racist officials. On this 
basis the federal attorneys in 
Little  Rock were ordered to 
pack and return home.

The test w il l  come in the 
promptness w ith  w h ich  Wash­
ington moves to prevent the 
setting up of substitute “ p r i­
vate”  schools and to punish any 
attem pts by Faubus and Co. to 
instigate anti-N egro violence. 
ALM OST STOPPED

M eanw h ile ' figures fo r th is 
year’s school opening have be­
come available. They show tha t 
the process o f desegregation has 
v ir tu a lly  come to a dead halt. 
In  the w hole country on ly  12 
d is tric ts  began any school de­
segregation th is year. A ll these 
w ere in border regions ra ther 
than the South; none have 
large populations, and the de­
segregation in each case is 
token. The d is tric ts  were: seven

in Oklahoma, three in K en ­
tucky, one in M aryland, and 
one in Texas. The to ta l num ber 
of Negro ch ildren involved was 
about 307.

Even i f  the V irg in ia  au thor­
ities are forced to reopen the 
closed schools on an integrated 
basis, the amount of in tegra­
tion resu lting thereby w il l  be 
m erely token. Court-ordered in ­
tegration fo r N o rfo lk  is 17 
Negro students; fo r F ron t Roy­
al, 22; fo r C harlo ttesville , 12. in  
A rlin g to n  County, where the 
other V irg in ia  case is pending. 
Federal Judge B ryan  on Sept. 
17 ordered the admission of 
only fou r of the 30 Negro ap­
plicants — and not th is school 
term  but next semester.

How the white-supremacist 
counter-offensive first slowed, 
then stopped, new integration is 
revealed in the figures for past 
school openings: 1954-1956, 450 
school districts began to deseg­
regate; 1956-57, 260 began to 
desegregate; 1957-58, 67 began 
to desegregate; 1957-58, only 12 
began to desegregate. Even the 
extension of token integration 
by those school districts which 
desegregated prior to this year 
has practically halted. This 
year's school opening saw only 
19 districts announcing any 
plans for extension or expan­
sion of their integration pro­
grams.

W hat th is a ll means in actual 
cases may be illus tra ted  by a 
few  examples. A fte r five school 
openings since the Supreme 
C ourt’s o rig ina l decision, the 
re la tive ly  northern slate of 
Delaware has desegregated on ly 
19 of its 98 school d istricts. 
Not a single new d is tric t was 
desegregated th is  September. 
N A S H V ILLE  PLAN

In  N ashville , Tenn., one of 
the few d is tric ts  in the m id- 
Scuth where any desegregation 
has been undertaken, there was

C H IEF JUSTICE WARREN

an “ expansion”  of in tegration 
th is year. N ashville  has a 
“ grade-a-year plan.”  Last year 
the first grade was desegregat­
ed by admission o f a few  Negro 
children. This year’s firs t grade 
was also desegregated by ad­
mission of 20 Negro children. 
Thus in N ashville ’s firs t and 
second grades there are now a 
tota l of 34 Negro ch ild ren  in 
previously l i ly  w h ite  schools. 
I i  w il l  take u n til 1968 fo r a ll 
pub lic school grades to be de­
segregated. Moreover, i f  the ad­
mission rate of 20 Negro c h il­
dren a year is m ainta ined there 
w il l  then be a to ta l of 240 
Negro ch ild ren  actua lly  in te ­
grated (assuming none drop 
out). The token character of 
such in tegra tion  may be gaug­
ed by tbe fact tha t r ig h t now 
N ashville  has over 10,000 Negro 
school children.

... Tammany Challenges Ballot Right of Socialists
( Continued from  Page 1) 

lh *  late Ed ("Boss") Flynn.
A th ird  challenge against the 

Independent-Socialists was en­
tered by one Bernard B lock of 
Rochester. B lock describes h im ­
self as a free-lance salesman 
and cu rre n tly  a registered Re­
publican. On Sept 16, the Ro­
chester Tim es-Union reported 
that s till another challenge had 
been filed by E lm er J. La 
Pointe, chairm an of the C olum ­
bia County L ibe ra l Party .

The challengers must now 
file  detailed specifications w ith  
De Sapio, in his capacity as 
Secretary o f State, to substanti­
ate th e ir  challenges. P inckney, 
who was s ti l l  combing through 
Independent - Socialist petitions 
this afternoon, asserted tha t he 
had found names that were not 
th* signatures o f the persons 
purporting to sign; tha t others

did not live  at the addresses 
listed: that the w ard or election 
d is tr ic t o f some signers had 
been incorrectly  listed and tha t 
he had found one “ fic titious ” 
address.

In  a Sept. 13 statement, H en­
ry  Abram s, Chairm an of the 
United Independent - Socialist 
Campaign Committee, charged 
that P inckney and G oldw ater 
are “ doing the b idd ing  o f the 
De Sapio machine and the 
Democratic pa rty  to keep a 
party  w hich stands fo r peace 
and fu ll c iv il r igh ts  o ff the ba l­
lo t."
CHECKED PETITIO N S

“ As a result o f meticulous 
checking,”  Abram s said, “ we 
know that our petitions are in ­
contestably va lid  and cannot be 
leg itim a te ly  disqualified. We 
are prepared to fig h t w ith  every 
p o lit ica l and legal recourse,

any attem pt to d isqua lify  these 
petitions through tr ic ke ry  or 
fraud .”

A team of attorneys in New 
York and Albany are now ac­
tively preparing to defend the 
Independent-Socialists in their 
tight for a ballot place and are

set to go into the State Supreme 
Court if De Sapio rules the pe­
titions out.

To help defray the heavy ex­
penses involved, the U nited In ­
dependent - Socialist Campaign 
Com m ittee has issued a special 
appeal fo r contribu tions to be

A d v e r t is e m e n t A d v e r t is e m e n t

New Yorkers!
Don't Miss the First Rally  

Of the Independent-Socialist Campaign

Tuesday Evening, Oct. 9
Fraternal Clubhouse, 110 W- 48th St.

Hear the candidates 
And guest speaker James Aronson 

Bring your friends!

sent to its campaign head­
quarters at 799 Broadway, New 
Y ork  C ity  3, N.Y.

M eanwhile an e ffo rt to cloak 
the De Sapio move w ith  a 
smear attack on the Indepen­
dent-Socialist ticke t was made 
by the A lbany Tim es-Union, 
w hich on Sept. 14. claimed i t  
had “ evidence”  tha t the Repub­
lican pa rty  bad aided in se­
curing  the Independent-Social­
ist nom inating petitions and 
tha t petitions had been c ircu ­
lated at an A lbany C ounty Re­
publican clambake.

M oving  ahead in the face of 
the scandalous a ttack upon its 
ba llo t rights, the U nited Inde­
pendent - Socialist Campaign 
Committee announced that its 
opening campaign ra lly  w il l  be 
held here Tuesday, Oet. 7, at 
the Fraterna l Clubhouse, 110 
W. 48 St. The ra lly  w i l l  hear

the Independent-Socia list.candi­
dates and James Aronson, ed i­
to r of the National Guardian. 
LA M O N T ON C H IN A  CRISIS  

W ith  the figh t fo r peace a 
central p lank in its program, 
the Independent-Socialist candi­
dates are continu ing the ir v ig ­
orous opposition to the A d ­
m in is tra tion ’s moves tow ard w ar 
against China. Commenting on 
E isenhower’s Sept. 11 speech on 
the American-Chinese crisis. D r. 
Corliss • Lam ont, Independent- 
Socialist candidate fo r U.S. 
Senator, has declared tha t “ the 
United States has no business 
in te rfe ring  w i t h  Communist 
China’s p la in legal, moral and 
h isto rica l r ig h t to assert do­
main over the off-shore islands 
during  a c iv il w ar that has 
been a rtif ic ia lly  prolonged by 
Am erican m ilita ry  aid to  the 
Chiang regime.”

ings in e v ita b ly  leads to a n ti­
socialist policies. The “ 5th 
C olum n”  pam phlet is a case in 
point. I t  was w ide ly  d is tr ib u ­
ted at the tim e that 18 leaders 
of the Socialist W orkers Party  
and M inneapolis Teamsters 
Union were figh ting  the ir con­
v ic tion  under the Sm ith  Act. 
The pam phlet was used in a 
d rive  by the CP leadership in  
support o f the prosecution in 
tha t firs t precedent-establishing 
conviction under the thought- 
ccntro] law.

The result of that ruinous 
policy is well known today. 
The successful Smith Act pros­
ecution of the Trotskyists laid 
the basis for the wave of sim­
ilar trials against the CP —  
trials that were a key factor 
in developing the witch hunt 
and McCarthyism. In  1956, the 
Communist Parly formally ack­
nowledged if had followed a 
wrong policy in regard to the 
Minneapolis trials.

Yet despite tha t repudiation, 
the M orris  a rtic le  in the W o rk ­
er bears a ll the earmarks of a 
re tu rn  to the past. For example, 
he now w rites : “ Just as d u r­
ing the w ar the T ro tskyis ts  by 
the ir po licy gave objective aid 
to fascism, so today th e ir ‘so­
c ia lism ’ is designed to h it the 
35 percent of the w o rld  under 
socialist states . . . these d is­
rupters who t r y  to c raw l in to  
the socialist movement discov­
er they can prove effective only 
to the exten t tha t they lend 
themselves to the operations of 
the im peria lis ts  whose rantings 
against the socialist countries 
they echo.”

Since it  is no longer plausible 
to rest such assertions on the 
Moscow T r i a l  “ confessions”  
tha t were so thorough ly  ex­
ploded by Khrushchev, M orris  
now tries to establish tha t the 
T ro tskyis ts  are “ an ti-S ov ie t” 
and “ p ro -w ar”  by selection of 
quotations from  the M ilita n t. 
N O TH IN G  H ID D E N

B u t w ha t he succeeds in es­
tab lish ing w ith  these quotes 
has never been hidden; namely 
that the M ilita n t and the So­
cia lis t W orkers P arty  are op­
posed to the d ic ta to ria l K h rush ­
chev bureaucracy, favor the es­
tablishm ent o f socialist democ­
racy in the Soviet countries 
and believe tha t K hrushchev’s 
fo re ign  po licy does not consti­
tu te  an effective program fo r 
h a lting  the im peria lis t w ar- 
makers. A ll  th is does not add 
up to “ an ti-S ov ie t”  or “ p ro ­
w a r”  views.

These beliefs are certainly 
subject to disagreement and 
where such disagreement exists 
we welcome a frank exchange 
of views, But it is false and re­
actionary to try to establish the 
premise that anyone who dis­
agrees with Khrushchev or his 
supporters is by that fact 
aligned with the anti-Soviet 
war drive of Dulles.

Two questions o f fact touch­
ed on by M orris  serve to dem ­
onstrate tha t despite th e ir po­
lit ic a l opposition to Khrushchev 
— and to S ta lin  before him  — 
the SWP and th is  paper have 
been from  the ir i n c e p t i o n  
uncom prom ising supporters of 
the USSR.

M orris, who suggests tha t 
anyone who doesn't believe him

A d v e r t is e m e n t

Socialist
Candidate on TV

John T. McManus, ISP  
candidate for New York Gov­
ernor. Sept. 23, 8:45 A.M. 
Channel 4, W R CA -TV. Dave 
Garroway Show.

should check the back issues 
o f the M ilita n t — a good idea, 
by the w ay — asserts tha t the 
T io tsky is ts  “ now say they are 
fo r trade w ith  the socialist 
countries —  a ‘b ig ’ concession.”  
D EM AN DED  TRADE IN  1930

What is the fact? The M il i­
tan t firs t raised the demand fo r 
such trade not “ now ”  but 28 
years ago. The lead headline in 
its issue o f A p r il 5, 1930, reads: 
“ Relieve U nem ploym ent — De­
mand Large-Scale Credits to 
Soviet U nion.”  A week la te r 
i t  published an a rtic le  by Leon 
T ro tsky  * en titled , “ The Five 
Year P lan and W orld  U nem ­
p loym ent.” '

W ide ly  circu la ted in pam ph­
le t form , it  expla ined how 
East-West trade w ould  aid the 
developm ent o f the Soviet 
U nion and at the same tim e 
a llev ia te  the p lig h t of the u n ­
employed in the cap ita lis t coun­
tries. ( Iro n ica lly  enough, the 
proposal was then attacked by 
the CP press abroad as class- 
co llabora tion !)

A  second po in t o f fact. A c­
cording to M orris, the T ro tsky ­
ist analysis of the bureaucracy 
in  the Soviet Union is the 
same as D jila s ’ “ thesis o f a 
‘new class’ of ru le rs . . . T ro t­
sky ou tlined the program many 
years before D jilas  used it."

The thesis of a "new class" 
was first put forward many 
years befere Djilas — that 
much of what Morris says is 
true —  but not by Trotsky. 
Indeed, Trotsky combatted the 
thesis. For example, in 1939, he 
wrote a series of articles in 
which he demonstrated that 
despite the rise of the bureauc­
racy and of Stalinist rule the 
USSR remained a workers 
state that must be uncondition­
ally defended against im perial­
ism. Published under the title  
"In  Defense of Marxism," it 
Can be obtained from Pioneef 
Publishers.

M orris ’ d isregard fo r facts is 
no t confined to w hat he says 
about the SWP, but extends to 
w ha t he says about McManus 
and the G uardian as w e ll. He 
insists, fo r instance, tha t the 
W orker has not even suggested 
tha t anybody in  the indepen­
dent-socialist electoral bloc is 
“ an ti-S ov ie t”  except the T ro t­
skyists,
THE G U A R D IA N , TOO

How does he square th is w ith  
the fo llow ing  statement in  the 
Ju ly  27 W orker: “ The G uard­
ian, until its recent collabora­
tive relations with the rabidly 
anti-Soviet Trotskyist Socialist 
Workers Party, has fo llow ed a 
po licy  o f friendsh ip  fo r the 
lands o f socialism.”  (M y em­
phasis.)

On Aug. 27 the W orker pub­
lished a protest on th is  from  
John T. McManus and rep lied: 
“ . . . the Guardian has per­
m itted  itse lf to be steered off 
by the high-powered propa­
ganda around the Nagy execu­
tion  and T ito is t revisions. Do 
we not have r ig h t to even 
suggest tha t co llaboration w ith  
the T ro tskyites had some in ­
fluence?”

Thus, despite M o rris ’ protes­
ta tion , i t  is clear tha t the a t­
tem pt is being made to smear 
the U nited Independent-Social­
ist m ovem ent through the de­
vice of g u ilt  by association. Do 
the leaders o f the Com m unist 
pa rty  seriously believe they can 
ra lly  support fo r th e ir po litica l 
v iew po in t w ith  such methods?

IT  PAYS TO BE R IC H
There has been an average 

drop of 4% in w orkers ’ buying  
power in  the past year, bu t 
d iv idend payments are o ff on ly  
1% from  a year ago according 
to a survey made by the F irs t 
N ational C ity  Bank o f New 
York.
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M eany on Little Rock

2. The Socialist Perspective
We believe tha t the most pressing 

task before the Am erican w o rk ing  people 
today is to b ring  Big Business ru le  to an 
end and to remake Am erican society on 
socialist foundations. There w il l  be no 
lasting peace, no guarantee of c iv il lib e r­
ties, no c iv il righ ts, no economic security 
u n til th is transform ation is achieved. U n­
der continued B ig Business ru le, the 
w ork ing  people are menaced by fascism 
and atom ic war. Socialists have thus a 
clear ob ligation to campaign for the a l­
te rna tive  to these ghastly perspectives-

Elections provide socialists w ith  th e ir  
m ost.favorable oppo rtun ity  to exp la in  the 
basic a lte rnatives confronting  America, 
and they m ust make use of th is  forum . 
O f course, socialists do not content them ­
selves w ith  posing the fundam enta l ques­
tions. They advance concrete demands 
tha t can serve as s ta rting  points fo r mass 
an ti-cap ita lis t struggles — they campaign 
on the issues.

They also call on sincere libera ls and 
pacifists to vote fo r them on the ground 
tha t peace and freedom cannot be devel­
oped under Big Business rule. They call 
on independents to cast th e ir protest vote 
in the socialist column against the m is­
ru le  of the Big Business po litica l ma­
chines. But they make these appeals 
w ith o u t sacrificing the socialist character 
of th e ir campaign.

E lectora l action designed to popu la r­

ize the socialist program  can (and must) 
be carried on by socialists even i f  they 
are a sm all m in o rity  in the w o rk ing  class. 
But the program  itse lf can be realized 
on ly by the po litica l struggle of the en­
tire  w o rk ing  class. The w o rk ing  people 
must w in  po litica l power as a precondi­
tion fo r the bu ild ing  of socialism. That is 
w hy  an indispensable part of socialist 
campaigning is the advocacy of labor’s 
breakaway from  the cap ita lis t parties and 
form ation  of a mass w ork ing  class party. 
Concretely, socialists today advocate the 
bu ild ing  of a labor pa rty  based on the 
unions and a llied  to the Negro people and 
the w ork ing  farmers.

I t  is conceivable tha t when such a 
pa rty  is launched i t  w i l l  lack a socialist 
program. Nevertheless,- socialists would 
support such a pa rty  against the parties 
of the cap ita lis t class, fo r its very fo rm a­
tion would m ark the beginn ing of the 
po litica l showdown between class forces 
in America. W hile  cam paigning fo r labor 
party  candidates, socialists would v igo r­
ously urge the pa rty  to adopt a socialist 
program so tha t labor m igh t rise to the 
fu l l  consciousness of its h is toric  tasks.

Independent socialist e lectoral action 
today is thus in te g ra lly  linked w ith  the 
perspective of struggle fo r socialism to 
be waged by the en tire  w o rk ing  class. 
A nd th is  in  tu rn  is linked w ith  the per­
spectives fo r su rv iva l and progress of the 
human race.

PARIS. Sepi. 10 — On Sepl. 
4, General de Gaulle in itia led  
the campaign fo r adoption of 
his new C onstitu tion by pre­
senting it  to the people of 
Paris. The C onstitu tion is to be 
voted on by referendum on 
Sepi. 28.

The manner o f its presenta­
tion  te lls more about its real 
content than the lengthiest an­
alysis. An eyewitness report in 
the conservative Paris news­
paper, Le Monde, describes 
how w orkers who had come to 
demonstrate the ir opposition to 
de Gaulle started to w alk away 
in o rderly  fashion a fte r his 
speech, th e ir backs to the cops 
who were “ defending public 
o tder.”

•‘Suddenly I saw the CRS 
[special s trikebreaking  copsj 
leap fo rw ard  brandishing the ir 
clubs and s tr ike  among the 
crowd. Im m ediate ly  p e o p l e  
were th row n  against each 
other: several women fe ll
down and the CRS clubbed 
them at the moment when they 
tried to get up." A  lit t le  later, 
the same observer saw a group 
of demonstrators pursued by 
police. The demonstrators m an­
aged to get away, but “ A po- 
ice car stopped; some CRS got 

out o f it and, not seeing any­
one to attack, leaped upon a 
fifty -yea r-o ld  woman who was 
try in g  in panic to get in to the 
subway station, and beat her 
u n til she was insensible.” 
PREVIEW

The policeman’s club beating 
an old woman; the uniform ed 
thug firing  a m achine-pistol 
vo lley  in to a crowd of w o rk ­
ers; the Great Man speaking to 
a handpicked audience w h ile  
an arm y of police keep the peo­
ple at an enormous distance: 
the five Swedish press photog­
raphers beaten by the police 
because they were foreigners 
and because they dared to take 
pictures o f w hat was happen­
ing ; the shameless ly in g  of 
press, radio and t te levision

“ Free C hoice99 O ffe red  A fr ic a n s

French d ic ta tor de Gaulle faces angry crowd in Dakar, 
A lgeria . They demanded nationa l independence fo r the ir 
country. De Gaulle threatened economic reprisals i f  they 
voted fo r independence in  the slated Sept. 28 referendum.

which used a ll means to pre­
sent the occasion as a great 
popular dem onstration in favor 
of de Gaulle —  all these give 
a preview  of w hat de G aulle ’s 
regime w il l  be like , i f  he gets 
his way. For a more complete 
p icture one has on ly to look at 
A lgeria  today.

The French governm ent (and 
no doubt the Am erican cap­
ita lis t press) is certa in  to p re­
sent the referendum  of Sepi. 
28 as a model of democratic 
procedure. And how! E ve ry­
one knows that, a fte r a four- 
year struggle fo r freedom in 
w hich each day hundreds of 
men, women and ch ild ren  are 
slaughtered by the French, the 
A lgerian  people crave to be­
come "100% Frenchmen." The 
democratic value of the four 
m illio n  "Yes" votes we can ex­
pect to be reported from  A l­
geria is self-evident.

And then there is a ll A frica  
south o f the Sahara. W hat 
could be more democratic than 
that A fricans should be inc lud ­
ed in the vote on institu tions 
tha t w il l  govern France? And 
w il l  anyone th in k  tha t this 
vote is any the less democratic 
because the A fricans have been 
to ld tha t a “ No”  vote means 
im m ediate end of a ll French 
aid, w h ile  a “ Yes”  vote leaver- 
open the chance fo r indepen­
dence at some uncertain fu ture 
date? O r because the na tion ­
alist parties in countries like  
Madrygascar or the Cameroons 
are illegal and the ir leaders 
exiled? Or because there is no 
guarantee w hatever tha t the 
count w il l  be honest? Or be­
cause the people of Dakar gave 
de Gaulle a N ixon-type  w e l­
come? The “ Yes”  of A frica  is 
obviously even more valuable 
than that of A lgeria  — pre­

cisely to the extent that there 
w il l  be more voters in A frica . 
SOUSTELLE IN  C OM M AND

The “ votes”  of A lgeria  and 
A frica  w il l  be enough to ap­
prove the C onstitu tion no m at­
ter what the results are in 
France. S till, a m a jo rity  ol 
“ Yes”  in France itse lf is h igh ­
ly  desirable, even essential fo r 
do Gaulle. The job of getting 
these “ Yes”  votes has been 
placed in the capable hands of 
France’s num ber one fascist 
ch ie fta in , Jacques Soustelle, 
who, as m in is te r of in fo rm ation, 
d irec tly  controls French radio, 
te levision and newsreels. ( In c i­
denta lly, the unanim ously-e lect­
ed vice-president of the Social­
ist In te rna tiona l, Guy M olle t, 
was able to get his party  to 
approve of de Gaulle 's tak ing  
power last May on ly by report­
ing de G aulle ’s solemn pledge 
tha t Soustelle w ould not enter 
the governm ent!)

Soustelle has moved slow ly 
but surely. He has not sup­
pressed many more newspa­
pers than did "Com rade" M ol- 
let, but his firs t step was to 
remove a ll the "com m unist 
agents" who had been placed 
in  contro l of radio and tele­
vision by the various "pro- 
com m unist" governments which 
everyone knows have ru led 
France fo r the last eleven 
years. By a strange coincidence, 
a ll these "com m unist in f i lt ra ­
tors" have been replaced by 
members of the extreme righ t 
v/ing of the old G au llis t party 
— the R a lly  of the French Peo­
ple (RPF).

Under Soustelle, the mass 
media are noth ing more than 
propaganda agencies fo r de 
Gaulle, and the campaign fo r 
“ Yes”  votes is being financed 
m a in ly  out of the taxpayers’ 
pockets. For de G aulle ’s Sept. 
4 speech alone, some $200,000 
of pub lic funds were used. The 
electoral campaign has been 
organized in such a way as to 
give each fascist grouplet w ith

... Confer in Secret Over Quemoy
(Continued from  Page I )

tempted to take Quemoy, T ru ­
man declared Sept. 14, “ I do 
not go along w ith  some of our 
leaders— inc lud ing some of my 
own pa rty—as to the extent of 
our interests or concern in the 
islands of Quemoy and Matsu.” 
C A P IT A L IS T  CLASS 
D IV ID ES

The effort to shore up b ipa r­
tisan support fo r Chiang’s po l­
icy of an early  w ar between 
the U nited States and China 
has not proved too successful. 
The capita list class itse lf has 
d ivided over the “ b rinkm an ­
sh ip" of John Foster Dulles.

The position of the section 
that favors risk ing  nuclear w ar 
— any tim e, any place — was 
voiced Sept. 1(5 by W illia m  F 
Know land, sometimes known as 
the Senator from  Formosa: 
“ There are some who i believe 
that you can distinguish be­
tween a Com m unist assault on 
Quemoy and Matsu in and of 
themselves and Quemoy and 
Matsu as stepping stones fo r 
Formosa and Pescadores. What 
nonsense is this? I f  your se­
cu rity  position in 'Formosa is 
lost, the entire  defense line, 
w hich includes our bases at 
Okinawa, Japan, Korea, the 
Philipp ines, Southeast Asia and 
Austra lia , w il l  d isintegrate and 
w il l  be back much nearer C al­
ifo rn ia ’s shores.”

The opposition in the cap it­
a list class to th is v iew  ranges 
from  those who w ould  not de­
fend Quemoy and Matsu, but 
w ould try  to hold on to F o r­
mosa, to those who th in k  tha t 
the whole policy of the United 
States towards Chiang should 
be reconsidered.

A lthough these critics  are 
100%—perhaps 1000%— against 
anyth ing  rem otely resembling 
socialism or communism, the ir 
views on the crisis over 
Quemoy are w orth  noting since 
they can very w e ll have an in ­
fluence on the course of A m er­
ican foreign policy.

Two letters to the ed ito r of 
the W all Street Journal ably 
re flect this cu rren t as it has 
been expressed in that news­
paper.

Jerome Davis w rites: “ No 
neutra l, in te lligen t person any­
where in the w orld  but would 
question U.S. policy in the For­
mosa S traits. Here are three 
lit t le  islands, Matsu, Quemoy 
and L it t le  Quemoy, w ith in  five 
miles of the China Coast. The 
U.S., which is thousands of 
miles away, is sending her fleet 
to prevent China from  having 
them on the grounds tha t they 
are necessary to protect For­
mosa. Yet the fact is these is l­
ands block the use of tw o big 
harbors. Am oy and Foochow 
. . . I f  we are de liberate ly  t r y ­
ing to prove to the w orld  tha t 
we are governed by selfish 
s tu p id ity  in our fore ign policy 
it is hard to see how we can 
do i t  more e ffective ly .” 
BEH IN D  THE DOOR

Lee P arker draws a s im ila r 
conclusion regarding the “ stu­
p id ity ”  of Am erican fore ign

policy: “ Our China policy is 
just not smart. We sim ply 
backed the wrong horse (Chiang 
Kai-shek). Only a fool w il l  not 
learn from  his own mistake. 
Here in N orth Carolina we 
have m illions  of pounds of 
good cigare l tobacco fo r sale, 
bu t instead of selling we pay 
storage fo r it. w h ile  China, one 
of our fo rm er best customers, 
could and w ould  buy this to ­
bacco. Our once touted ‘Open 
Door’ po licy now becomes a 
policy of on the b rin k  of 
s tup id ity . P o litics and re lig ion 
assisted by trade m ight make 
peace a rea lity . C e rta in ly  trade 
m ight make us a lit t le  money.”

The N.Y. Times, w hich is o f­
ten u tilized  by leading public 
figures fo express views of this 
type, has been p rin tin g  c ritica l 
letters since the outbreak of 
the crisis; and its own co lum n­
ists, inc lud ing the TV  c ritic , 
have joined in the discussion 
despite an o ffic ia l ed ito ria l p o l­
icy supporting Eisenhower.

A  series of three advertise­
ments on “ The F o lly  of For­
mosa”  by the Toronto Globe 
and M ail, Sept. 2, 3, and 4, 
were fo llowed Sept. 5 by a 
lengthy le tte r to the ed itor 
from  James P. W arburg. Con­
sidering his connections w ith  
ra ilroad and banking interests, 
W arburg offered some unusual 
arguments:
P A R A L E L L  W ITH  
R EV O LU T IO N A R Y  W AR

“ Let us suppose tha t after 
C o rnw a llis ’ surrender the B r it ­
ish had refused to recognize 
the fin a lity  of the ir defeat and, 
expressing the ir determ ination 
to re turn to the m ainland, had 
w ithd raw n  most of th e ir forces 
to an im aginary island ly ing  
100 miles o ff our M iddle A tla n ­
tic coast. Let us suppose fu r ­
ther that the Royal Navy and 
a few of K ing  George’s Red­
coats had clung to Nantucket, 
Long Island and the Florida 
Keys, using these offshore is l­
ands as bases from  which to 
in te rfe re  w ith  Am erican sh ip­
ping and to launch occasional 
raids upon the mainland.

“ How long would the Found­
ing Fathers have tolerated such 
a situation?

“ And how would the A m e ri­
can people have fe lt toward 
France if, instead of a id ing the 
Am erican Revolution. Louis 
X V I and his Foreign M in is te r 
Vergennes had decided to back 
the B ritish , had refused to ac­
cept th e ir  defeat and had sent 
Rochambeau’s fleet to help the 
B ritish  defend the ir rem ain ing 
island strongholds? (Inc iden ta l­
ly, according to the Dulles doc­
trine, French assistance to the 
Am erican rebellion w ould have 
been adjudged as ‘ind irec t ag­
gression.’)

“ How myopic w ith  respect to 
our own real interests and how 
ruth lessly inconsiderate of the 
interests of hum anity  are we 
going to a llow  our Government 
to be? How long shall we be 
silent w h ile  our Government 
recklessly takes us from  one

b rin k  to another? Is there no 
'loya l opposition’ which, in ­
stead of acquiescing in i f  not 
actua lly  applauding each act of 
insanity, w il l  at long last de­
mand an end to irrespons ib ility  
and propose some common- 
sense alternatives?

“ This is a tim e when true 
pa trio tism  demands not quiet 
acquiescence but loud protest."
A M E R IC A N  PEOPLE H AVE 
R IG H T  TO R EPU D IATE

W arburg demanded the im ­
mediate evacuation of Chiang’s 
lorces from  the offshore islands. 
Even i f  a “ rash" promise has 
been made “ or im p lied " by 
Dulles or Eisenhower to Chiang 
Kai-shek, “ the Am erican people 
have a r ig h t to repudiate the 
prom ise." The le tte r ends w ith  
a question, “ Who are we to de­
cide fo r a ll hum an ity  tha t the 
risk o f extinc tion  is preferable 
to le ttin g  the Chinese Com­
munists take over tw o l it t le  
groups of islands to which we 
ourselves have not the shadow 
of legal or m oral righ t? ”

In  the Sept. 7 N.Y. Times, 
Bruce Barton fo llowed up w ith  
an analogy: “ O ur so-called po l­
icy of saying to the U nited Na­
tions and the w orld , ‘We w ill 
no t recognize China; we w ill 
only recognize Chiang K a i- 
shek.’ is jus t as sensible as 
though China should say to us, 
‘We w il l  not recognize the 
Eisenhower A dm in is tra tion ; we 
w il l  on ly  recognize A lf  Lan- 
don.’

"A lf ,  at least, lives in the 
U nited States and not on some 
island in the Pacific. Chiang 
doesn’t even live  in China. 
C erta in ly  the events of the past 
several years are a very clear 
indication tha t he never w il l. "

Among others who joined in 
the debate, Edward E. Cruise, a 
re tired A rm y  officer, fo rm erly  
w ith  the M ilita ry  Assistance 
A dvisory Group in Taiw an in 
1951-52, indicated in a le tter. 
Sept. 11, some facts of p a rticu ­
la r interest, since lie was among 
the Am erican officers surround­
ing Chiank Kai-shek:

“ Was Chiang advised years 
ago to evacuate the offshore 
islands and has he consistently 
refused to heed? By com m it­
ting  so large a proportion of his 
troops to defense of Quemoy 
and Matsu is Chiang Kai-shek, 
in effect saying, ‘You must sup­
port me, otherwise the loss of 
one-half my effective ground 
strength, the c ripp ling  of my 
a ir and sea forces and the blow 
to N ationalist morale w il l  seri­
ously jeopardize the defense of 
Formosa itse lf and ir re tr ie v ­
ab ly  damage American prestige 
throughout the w o rld ’?”
HOW  D ID  U.S.
GET IN  D ILE M M A ?

N oting that in 1953 there 
were no Am erican m ilita ry  ad­
visers on Quemoy or Matsu, 
whereas today “ tw en ty  advisers 
are reported to be on Quemoy,” 
Cruise asked: “ How has the 
U nited States allowed itse lf to 
be placed in the dilem m a of 
seeming to abandon its a lly  or

running the risk o f a ll-out 
war?”  He suggested that Chiang 
Kai-shek "should be persuaded 
to evacuate Quemoy and Matsu 
and cease harassing sea and a ir 
attacks against the m ainland.”

T h e  Democratic machine, 
sensing the strong popular 
sentiment against war, sent up 
a few  critica l balloons. Both 
Democratic Congressional lead­
ers. Lyndon B. Johnson and 
Sam Rayburn, were s ilent about 
the part of E isenhower’s speech 
which called fo r the U.S. to 
fight over Quemoy and Matsu. 
In  the Lebanon crisis a few 
months ago, they backed Eisen­
hower w ith o u t reservation in 
accordance w ith  the b ipartisan­
ship tha t goes w ith  b rinkm an ­
ship. Senators Kennedy of Mas­
sachusetts, Green of Rhode Is ­
land, and Mansfield of Montana, 
the la tte r tw o both prom inent 
spokesmen on foreign affa irs in 
Democratic pa rty  circles, open­
ly critic ized Eisenhower.

Two Democratic fore ign p o l­
icy experts also look cracks at 
the Republicans. Dean Ache- 
son, of sorry mem ory in  re la ­
tion  to Korea, made a cu tting  
analysis of D u l l e s '  policy. 
N a tu ra lly  he did not subject 
his own policies when he was 
Secretary of Stale to s im ila r 
scapel treatm ent.

John C arte r V incent, a fo r­
mer Republican target lik e  
Acheson, w rote  Sept. 13: “ Now 
we seem to accept w ith  silent 
trust the A d m in is tra tio n ’s bland 
assurance tha t Quemoy and 
Matsu are more im portan t to 
the defense of Formosa than 
they were in 1955, as we do 
also the State D epartm ent’s 
bellicose w arn ing  to the C h in ­
ese Communists that they haz­
ard general w ar by attacking 
the islands, and the Defense 
Departm ent's w e ll - advertised 
bu ild -up  of Am erican m ilita ry  
forces in the Formosa area. 
Are the stakes w orth  the tre ­
mendous risk we seem pre­
pared to take?”

V incent asks the searching 
question: “ For how long can 
we cling  to the delusion tha t 
Mao and Chou are evanescent, 
on ly Chiang endures?"

These c ritica l comments are 
typ ica l of the opposition mood 
apparent among a section of 
the cap ita lis t class. This mood 
is not an ind ication of any 
fundam ental change in the ir 
outlook. A ll  of them support 
the general w ar preparations of 
American im peria lism .

W hat d isturbs them is the 
tactical question of s ta rting  a 
w ar over Quemoy, or over F o r­
mosa, or over Chiang. And this 
is not because they are any 
shrewder than Dulles and Eisen­
hower, who arc cu rren tly  in 
charge of Am erican foreign 
policy and Am erican w ar p re ­
parations.

They are ju s t freer to voice 
th e ir reaction to the deep op­
position to w ar in th is country 
and abroad, to the fears and 
weaknesses of the ir allies, and 
to the m ounting power of the 
revo lu tionary  forces they face.

a dozen members as much free 
radio tim e — and at better 
hours —  as is given to the 
French Communist F’arty, which 
regu la rly  polls six m illio n  
votes. The small am ount of 
“ o ffic ia l"  election propaganda 
tim e is to be d iv ided among 23 
a rb itra r ily  chosen groups, at 
least 18 of which are in favo r 
of the de Gaulle's C onstitu tion, 
w h ile  the entire  labor move­
ment, despite its protests, is 
en tire ly  excluded from  the lis t. 
Soustelle has not even hesita­
ted to e lim ina te  the regular 
w eekly b r o a d c a s t s  of the 
League fo r the Rights of Man, 
w hich has defended French 
c iv il libe rties  fo r more than a 
ha lf century.
LO G IC  W E AK

I f  the advocates of a “ Yes”  
vote have a superabundance of 
m ateria l resources, they show 
a certa in weakness on the side 
o f logic. Some put the ir hope 
in the “ persona lity " of de 
Gaulle — a personality w h ich  
so fa r has shown in fin ite ly  
more power to a ttract old 
V ichyites and A x is  collabora­
tors than w orkers who fought 
in the an ti-N azi Resistance, 
supposedly headed by de 
G aulle!

Others, like  the “ Comrade”  
V ice-President M olle t, assert 
that de G aulle in power is the 
on ly th ing keeping the para­
chutists of A lg iers from  invad­
ing France and setting up a 
fascist regime r ig h t away. To 
vote “ No”  w ould therefore 
rea lly  be to favor c iv il w ar 
and the establishment of fas­
cism. This "a rgum ent" ignores 
among other th ings (1) tha t the 
French w ork ing  class is strong­
er than a few thousand para­
chutists end (2) that v ir tu a lly  
a ll the fascists, from  Soustelle 
and Massu down, are support­
ing  de Gaulle w ith  the most 
desperate energy as i f  the ir 
entire  fu tu re  depends on his 
v ic to ry .

Outside the o ffic ia l propa­
ganda (one of whose staple 
themes is that v ic to ry  fo r a 
"Yes”  vote is inevitab le ), there 
is no sign w hatever of popu- 
la i enthusiasm fo r de Gaulle. 
The Sept. 4 demonstration, at 
w hich de Gaulle was a fra id  to 
le t any but an inv ited  hand­
fu l w ith in  shouting distance of 
the Place de la Republique, 
was such a s tr ik in g  demonstra­
tion  of this fact tha t im m edia­
te ly  afterwards, de Gaulle de­
cided to e lim inate most o f his 
scheduled pre-election tou r of 
France!

In  addition the s tr ik in g  suc­
cess of the Communist P a rty ’s 
“ Festival fo r L 'H um an ite " on 
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 6 
and 7, shows tha t the cam­
paign against de Gaulle has 
strengthened the CP’s influence. 
(The CP claims an attendance 
ol 300,000 at the Festival, and 
judg ing  by the huge crowd I 
saw Sunday afternoon and eve­
ning, cannot be exaggerating 
by much.)
POUJADE C AUTIO US

A nother im portan t sign is 
widespread report of small 
peasant and other m iddle-class 
opposition. This comes from  
unexpected quarters— the com­
pu lso rily  op tim is tic  reports of 
the prefects to de Gaulle ex­
press w o rry  about the peasants, 
and Poujade’s priva te  survey of 
the adherents of his small 
shopkeeper’s movement show 
80% opposed to de Gaulle.

As a result, Poujade, whose 
agita tion has strong elements 
of fascist demagogy and who, 
a fte r M ay 13, was an enthusiastic 
supporter of de Gaulle, has 
shifted to a very equivocal po­
sition.

I

M eanw hile the w ar in  A l­
geria goes on and becomes 
more and more intense. The 
A lgerian  N ational L ibe ra tion  
A rm y  appears to have m ater­
ia lly  im proved its arm ament, 
and large-scale combats are 
reported frequently , in  w h ich  
the French have lost a irc ra ft. 
In France itse lf, the N ational 
L ibe ra tion  F ron t (FLN ) has 
blown up indus tria l ihsta lla - 
tions and k illed  m ilita ry  per­
sonnel. The French police have 
responded w ith  a reign of te r­
ro r against A lgerians, imposing 
a 9:30 curfew, im prison ing  
“ suspects”  fo r long periods of 
tim e in the Vel d 'H iv  (the 
Paris Madison Square Garden), 
and shooting down Algerians, 
often w i t h o u t  provocation. 
Among the "A lge rians" k ille d  
in  this way were tw o young 
Ita lia n  stonemasons re tu rn ing  
late from  w ork. In  this case the 
French governm ent had to 
apologize to Ita ly . But i f  the 
unfortunate  masons had rea lly  
been A lgerians the papers 
w ould have said "Tw o More 
Terrorists K ille d  by the Forces 
of O rder."

The b ru ta lity  of the police 
and the opposition and com- 
b a tiv ity  of the w orkers are tw o 
sides o f a single process — the 
preparation fo r a showdown 
struggle which w il l  on ly  have 
begun w ith  the results of the 
referendum .

A fte r  the U.S. Supreme C ourt’s re- bo lstering those elements in the A F L -
cent L it t le  Rock decision, A F L-C IO  Pres- CIO in Arkansas, who can see how segre-
ident George Meany issued a statement gation and racism hurts  unionism , the
to the press. He said the ru lin g  “ proves top labor leaders took a hands-off a tti-
tha t the doctrine of equal justice  has tude. A long w ith  other pro-in tegra tion
real meaning in th is country. Now tha t elements in Arkansas, progressive union-
the court has spoken, Am erica has the ists were in tim ida ted  in to  silence- Unop-
r ig h t to expect a ll its citizens— from  the posed, Faubus and the W h ite  C itizens
G overnor down to the ch ild  in school—to Council filled  the po litica l vacuum and
abide by the meaning and the le tte r of even became the loudest voice in  some
the law .”  of the unions.

The statement was not p a rtic u la r ly  W a lte r Reuther, who doesn’t  th in k  tw ice
outstanding among those issued tha t day of fly ing  t0 Europe to expla in  the w orld
by liberals, educators, clergym en and s ituation to audiences there, never once
others. There is noth ing w rong in w hat fe lt the need of fly ing  to L it t le  Rock to
it  says. W hat is wrong is in w hat it  does exp la in  to union members there w hy they
not say. I t  says noth ing about the power- should support in tegra tion  in  Centra l
fu l Am erican labor movement tak ing  ac- H igh. Meany likew ise was too busy sell-
tion to speed school in tegra tion . mg John Foster D u lles ’ fore ign policy in

Meanv mav say tha t the Supreme the U nited Nations to use his prestige
Court ru lin g  gives “ real m eaning”  to and Powers of Persuasion in Arkansas,
equal justice  in  th is country. But tha t is ^  *s no tew orthy that the labor of-
mere rhetoric. Events of the past fou r Acialdom in  the recent legal battle  on
years have shown tha t the high cou rt’s ,L lttl,e Rock did not even file  an amicus
words by themselves do not give “ real b r ie f w ith  the court as it d id in 1954.
m eaning”  to in tegra tion . O nly the actual, *ador leaders w e ll know tha t the
flesh-and-blood m ix in g  of ch ild ren  in  the court s uphold ing of desegregation is no
schools w ith o u t regard to color gives “ real more the achievement ol desegregation
meaning”  to it. And the question is raised ^ an the NRA s clause 7a- ‘recognizing
of ju s t w hat M r. Meany and the A F L-C IO  the n 8ht of workers to form  unions, was
plan to do to give “ real m eaning”  to Uie achievement of actual unions. Both of
equal jus tice  for Negro school ch ild ren. these are righ ts  on papei tha t have to be

Does M eany th in k  he has discharged W° nT heSia c M s th a t  the A F L-C IO  leader-
his obligation to the interests of the , . , , , ,. . h . . , , . ., ship has ducked out of the in tegra tionAm erican w ork ing  class when he calls on . r  , ,  T , , , f, . , . struggle. In  L it t le  Rock and elsewhere ina ll citizens to abide by the high court ., , ., , ,.. 9 J & the South the fa ilu re  of the labor move-
lu  in A' ment to defend in tegra tion  le ft the field

Sad to say, i t  appears he does. to p aubus and the racists. N a tiona lly  the
On record fo r desegregation both in  A F L-C IO  achieves a s im ila r resu lt by

convention and speeches, the top A F L - tag-ending the D ix iec ra t-N o rthe rn  Dem-
CIO bureaucrats have done p rac tica lly  ocrat po litica l coalition. That is w hy the
noth ing to pressure the W ashington po li- A F L -C IO ’s record fo r the past fou r years
tic ians in to  enforcing and haven’t lifte d  on the school in tegra tion  figh t is a shame-
a finger in  the actual fight. Instead of fu l zero.

1. Independent Socialist Politics
On page fou r of th is issue, we report s titu te  its k ind  of “ broad,”  re form  pa rty

tha t an Independent P o litica l A c tion  fo r a union-based labor party.
U n ity  Conference of N orthern  C a lifo rn ia  The m a jo r ity  of ind iv idua ls  associated
is scheduled to take place on Sept. 27-28 w ith  independent-po litica l-action projects 
in  San Francisco. in New York or San Francisco are social-

Among the sponsors of the conference ist-m inded. W hy should they try  to mas-
are prom inent socialist spokesmen in querade as a “ broad,”  th ird  party? W hy
N orthern  C alifo rn ia , belonging to various shouldn ’t they fra n k ly  campaign as so-
rad ica l parties or unaffilia ted. W hat many cialists?
of them are seeking is to promote a The New Y ork  experience has al-
united socialist e lectoral endeavor in  ready shown tha t the socialist character
th e ir  area on the order of the United In - of the campaign has strong a ttraction  fo r
dependent-Socialist T icke t in New Y ork  radicals of a ll tendencies as w e ll as fo r
State. many independents not c learly  associated

I t  is notew orthy, however, tha t un like  w ith  any socialist grouping, 
the New Y o rk  conference ca ll the San W hat was tru ly  rem arkable and
Francisco announcement does not pro ject heartening in  the New Y ork experience
socialist po litica l action. We believe tha t was tha t socialists and independents were
th is  is a serious fa iling , and we urge the able to reach agreement on a substantia l
socialists associated w ith  the C a lifo rn ia  m in im um  program and to campaign un it-
endeavor to do th e ir utmost to convince edly fo r it. But the m in im um  was social-
the parley of the v a lid ity  of the united isl. To drop the socialism, in  the hope
socialist ticke t idea. tha t even la rger numbers m igh t be en-

I t  m ay be tha t a num ber of sponsors ro lled, w ou ld  be to deprive the movement 
fear tha t a socialist ticke t w ould be too of its character and of its inspiration, 
narrow  a venture. B u t there is even more But, i t  may be asked, w hat is so
to fear on the side of bu ry ing  the socialist u rgent about presenting a socialist pro­
program. For example, there is the dan- gram? We believe tha t socialism has great
ger tha t the movement w i l l  t r y  to sub- urgency in  Am erica.

A Preview of de Gaulle's Constitution



Mayor Zeidler Bows Out
By James Boulton

Socialist W orkers P a rty  Candidate fo r U. S. Senator from  Wisconsin

M IL W A U K E E  — On Aug. 30 M ayor 
F rank  Ze id le r of th is c ity  resigned as na­
tiona l chairm an of the Socialist P a rty - 
Social Dem ocratic Federation. The pre­
te x t he gave was “ T ro tsky ite  in f iltra t io n ” 
of the SP-SDF. W hat he meant by th is 
was the en try  in to  the SP-SDF of the 
Independent Socialist League, led by Max 
Shachtman, fo llow ing  a referendum, 
w h ich  allowed League members to jo in . 
O f course, the IS L  has nothing in common 
w ith  T ro tskyism , bu t th a t’s beside the 
po in t since the real reason fo r Z e id le r’s 
resignation is that he sees no fu tu re  fo r 
h im se lf as a “ Socialist.”  He has been 
s id ling  up to the Dem ocratic P arty  fo r 
m any years. “ The N orthern  w ing  of the 
Dem ocratic P arty  in many instances is 
ve ry  progressive,” he recently  declared.

Back in 1954, Ze id ler w rote, “ An era 
ended fo r the Socialist P a rty  of W iscon­
sin on Ju ly  11, 1954. On tha t date the 
State Convention of the once pow erfu l 
p a rty  voted not to run candidates in  the 
1954 elections bu t to support those en­
dorsed by labor wherever advisable.”

This was a form u la  fo r supporting 
the Democrats, who, in the main, are the 
ones endorsed by the top labor o ffic ia l­
dom. Sanction fo r th is po licy was given 
¡by both 1957 and 1958 conventions of the 
SP-SDF. The party-federa tion  p roh ib its  
e lectora l collaboration on ly w ith  the 
Com m unist P arty  and the Socialist W ork­
ers Party .

Both Wayne Leverenz, who is SWP 
candidate fo r G overnor of Wisconsin, and 
I  are w e ll aware of F rank Z e id le r’s real 
^motivation in  resigning from  the SP-SDF. 
W ith  Leverenz’ concurrence, I  according­
l y  w ro te  Ze id ler the fo llo w in g  open le t­
te r , portions of w h ich were quoted in  the 
Sept. 3 M ilw aukee Journa l in an a rtic le  
headlined “ Calls Ze id le r a Democrat.”

“ The Socialist W orkers P a rty  and its 
candidates fo r U.S. Senator and Governor 
of Wisconsin w ish to express th e ir be lie f 
in  the wisdom of your decision to resign

from  active leadership in  the Socialist 
Party. Y our action w il l  help clear the 
road fo r a regroupm ent of those socialist 
forces a im ing at the fo rm ation  of an in ­
dependent labor pa rty  fo r Am erica.

“ We believe tha t you have every 
r ig h t to be a Democrat; and many years 
ago I urged you to come out four-square 
fo r tha t pa rty  whose po litics and methods 
are closest to your heart. On the other 
hand, Am erican socialists since the days 
of Eugene V. Debs have been m ilita n t 
fron t-rank  opponents of the cap ita lis t 
system and the w ar party  w h ich i t  must 
empower to serve its w o rld  economic 
ambitions.

“ We were never able to see eye-to- 
eye w ith  the Dem ocratic wai'-makers in 
1941 as you were able to do, and as M r. 
Eisencher of the Com m unist P a rty  was 
able to do. And today both of you support 
W illia m  P roxm ire  [D em ocratI fo r U.S. 
Senator . . .

“ O ur proposal fo r united socialist 
electoral slates in  1958 has been an above­
board operation, spelled out. in  press and 
pub lic  address, w ith  no m erger ta lk . We 
have inv ited  the Socialist P arty , the So­
c ia lis t Labor P arty  of Mrs. Cozzini, the 
Peoples Progressive P a rty  remnants, and 
sundry independents like  the Am erican 
Socialist magazine society, to run candi­
dates w ith  us on a broad p la tfo rm .

“ I  th in k  you are w h o lly  aware tha t 
we favor, above a ll, fo r the Am erican 
w orkers and th in k in g  progressives, an 
im m ensely democratic independent labor 
p a rty  on the order of the B ritish  p a rlia ­
m entary  Labor P a rty  . . .

“ Y our action confirms, a b it  belated­
ly , m y opinion presented in  a pub lic  doc­
um ent in  August of 1949 and entitled , 
‘Socialist P a rty  and Democratic Leaders 
P lo t U n ity .’ A t tha t tim e I pointed out 
tha t you w ou ld  necessarily fo llo w  your 
predecessors in to  the house of T rum an 
and Eastland. I said, ‘T ru th  is: Ze id le r is 
a w e ll-behaving Democrat . . . ’ ”

t h e  M ILITA N T
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Jobless Left Stranded in Economie Upturn

By Herbert Lewin  
SWP Candidate fo r 

Governor of Pa.
LESTER, PA., Sept. 11 — 

T h ir ty -f iv e  months after being 
locked out at the Westinghouse 
Steam D iv is ion  P lant here, the 
State Superior Court ru led tha t 
some 6,000 w orkers were not 
.entitled to unem ploym ent com­
pensation. In  ad ition  to the lo ­
cal p lant, seven other plants in  
the state were affected by the 
ru ling .

The workers at the Lester 
P lant feel that th e ir case was 
c learly one of lockout. The 
union had offered to extend 
the contract fo r continued ne­
gotiations. The company had 
u n ila te ra lly  cancelled the con­
tract, e lim inated the incentive 
plan and cut wages an average 
o f 50 cents an hour. (This was 
testified to under oath in court.) 
On Monday, Oct. 17, 1955, the 
gates were locked, and one en­
trance was not open to em­
ployes.
C A M P A IG N  ORATORY

A ll du ring  th is  long figh t to 
obtain the unem ploym ent com­
pensation due the Westinghouse 
workers, the so-called friends 
o f labor — the Democratic gov­
ernor, m a y o r s ,  congressmen 
(Democratic and Republican)— 
made many fine sounding state­
ments in  favo r of the un ion ’s 
claim .

M ayor D ilw o rth  of Ph ilade l­
phia, a fte r having the case ex­
plained to him  by a delegation

o f union men, issued a clear 
statement in the ir favor.

Several m o n t h s  ago, the 
M ayor had aspirations to run 
fo r governor and was m aking 
a tou r of the state to get sup­
port financia lly  and otherwise 
lrom  some business and indus­
tr ia l sourcees.

In order to prove his im p a rti­
a lity , he stated then tha t he had 
serious doubts about the v a lid ­
ity  of the unem ploym ent com­
pensation claims of the West­
inghouse workers. The men and 
women at Lester p lant feel p a r­
tic u la rly  b itte r about his tu rn ­
about statement at th is c ritica l 
phase of the case.

D ilw o rth ’s statement also cre­
ated a flu rry  of anger among 
labor leaders active in Pen­
nsylvania politics. B u t a week 
or so later, they turned the 
other cheek and elected h im  to 
a high position in Americans 
fo r Democratic Action and were 
ready to endorse h im  fo r any 
post.

The Democratic governor and 
other offic ia ls (who had ad­
dressed us from  a p la tfo rm  at 
our union ha ll before election) 
made no serious attem pt to 
correct or change the unem­
ploym ent compensation law. 
D OUBLE STAN DAR D

The court’s conclusion that 
"The unemployment compensa­
tion  fu n d  is not to be used as 
an ins trum en ta lity  to gain con­
cessions in the course of co l­
lective barga in ing," gives a

Calendar of Events
CHICAGO

Sat.. Sept. 27. 9 P.M. —
“ Scoreboard on the N ation ’s 
Schools: Status o f Desegrega­
tion .”  Speaker: Isidore W arwak. 
Forum  fo llowed by social. M i l i ­
tan t Labor Forum, 777 W. A d ­
ams.

•
C LEV E LAN D

Fri., Sept. 26, 8 P.M. — The 
C leveland M ilita n t Forum , 10609 
Superior Avc.. presents “ The 
Cold W ar Against Segregation 
in  the South.”  Speaker, Jean 
Simon.

D ETR O IT
Hear: Eve lyn Sell, Socialist

W orkers candidate fo r U.S. Sen­
ator. speak on “ The F igh t fo r 
School In teg ra tion  and C iv il 
R ights.”  F ri., Sept. 26. 8 P.M. 
at Debs H a ll, 3737 Woodward.

LOS ANG ELES
F irs t in series of b iw eek ly  

fa ll forum s: H a rry  and Grace 
Kogcr, staff w rite rs  of South­
ern N ewsletter: "Problem s of 
the South.”  Grace Bailey, w r i t ­
er and lecturer: “ The Supreme 
Court and School Desegrega­
tion .”  Sat., Sept. 27, 8:15 P.M. 
Forum H all, 1702 E. 4th St., 
Ausp.: In te rnationa l Socialist 
Review.

A d v c r t i* e r n r n t A d v e r t  l* e m c n t

A Special Buy!

Literature and Revolution
By Leon Trotsky

Previously S3.75 — Now $1.98

W ritte n  in  1924, th is is a M arx is t classic. I t  deals 
w ith  the a ttitude  o f the w ork ing  class and its party  
to a rt and artists a fte r conquest of state power.

Pioneer Publishers
116 U n ivers iy  Place New Y ork 3, N. Y.

free hand to the corporations 
to starve the w orkers in to  ac­
cepting any condition of em­
ployment.

The judge’s ru lin g  is a ll the 
more ga lling  to Westinghouse 
workers because they know 
that the company was given 
la x  rebates in the m illions  to 
compensate the corporation fo r 
the profits they lost w h ile  the 
plants were id led in the lock ­
out. These tax rebates enabled 
Westinghouse to declare d iv i­
dends to th e ir stock holders 
and to pay company officials 
high salaries fo r supervising 
closed plants.

A ll  th is adds up to deep re­
sentment by the w orkers of 
the ir so-called po litica l friends 
who talked big and acted small. 
A new look is being taken at 
independent po litica l action.

A d v e r t is e m e n t

Book-a-Month
TR A ITO R  OR PATR IO T 

The L ife  and Death 
Of Roger Casement 

By Denis G w ynn 
451 pages

O rig ina l Price $3.50 
Book-a-M onth Price $1 
(plus 15 cents postage) 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place 

New Y ork  3, N.Y.

Call Political 
Action Parley in 
San Francisco

SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 10— 
An Independent P o litica l A c­
tion  U n ity  Conference of N orth  
ern C a lifo rn ia  w il l  be held here 
Sept. 27-28. i t  was announced 
todey. Registrations fo r the 
Conference w il l  be taken each 
m orning at 8:00 A .M . at 150 
Golden Gate Ave.

Last Ju ly  28 supporters of 
the H olland Roberts campaign 
fo r Superintendent of Public 
Ins truction  in C a lifo rn ia  voted 
to hold a conference to de­
term ine w hat k ind  of fu tu re  
po litica l action they could take. 
A council o f 30 ind iv idua ls  was 
set up to organize the confer­
ence.

The call fo r the conference 
d e f i n e d  “ independence”  as 
meaning tha t the conference 
w ou ld  be separate and apart 
from  any exis ting  po litica l 
party. The Conference, how ­
ever, w il l  welcome the p a rtic i­
pation of members o f any exis t­
ing p o lit ica l pa rty  as w e ll as 
independents. (See ed itoria l, 
page 3.)
RESOLUTIO NS ON H AN D

The Council issuing the call 
fo r the Conference w il l  not 
subm it any resolutions but w il l  
receive resolutions from  any 
partic ipants w ishing to present 
them. Several resolutions have 
already been received on such 
questions as opposition to 
Proposition 18 (Em ployer-Em ­
ploye relations), support of 
Proposition 17 (revised taxa­
tion), support fo r in tegration at 
a ll levels of society, im proved 
education, im proved pensions 
fo r the aged and disabled, 
equal righ ts  fo r women and ex­
tended ch ild  care fac ilities, etc.

National and in te rnationa l 
questions such as peace and 
nuclear testing w il l  also be 
open fo r discussion as the Con­
ference partic ipants may desire. 
A ll  N orthern C a lifo rn ia  resi­
dents may register ($1.00 fee) 
and w ill be granted both voice 
and vote. Residents of Southern 
C a lifo rn ia  are inv ited  to a t­
tend as observers.

The incentive fo r a C onfer­
ence call at th is lim e  was p ro ­
vided by the show of u n ity  and 
p o litica l interest observed in 
the campaign last spring for 
H olland Roberts as w e ll as the 
g row ing opposition to the b i­
partisan policies o f the Demo­
cratic and Republican parties. 
The Conference call was sign­

ed by Warren K. B illings, C.M. 
V ick land, Dr. H olland Roberts, 
Cavendish Moxon, Clarence To- 
bey, Louis B. Scott, J. T. H u n t­
er, Sally M. A tta rian , Thomas 
M. Harper, F rank W. Sullivan, 
Doris S. Davison. Ed Dreis, Joan 
Jordan, L. K e lly  Mayhew, 
B. W. M artin , R. R. M a tting ly , 
Valeda J. B ryan t, F rank Bar- 
baria, H. C. Bollm an, G. W. 
W hit, L . Bergman, D orothy 
M ullen. James F. Wood, F ran­
ces Tandy, M arion  Syrek Jr., 
R. V. Cottam, F lora Sm ith, D. 
Cardigan A drian , and A r t  Shar­
on.

Sponsors o f the Conference 
reside in the fo llow ing  cities: 
San Mateo, Oakland, Palo A lto , 
Sausalito, Berkeley, Santa Cruz, 
San Francisco and Hayward.

“Hey Joe, are you between 20 and 25 years old. 
w ith 15 years dishwashing experience? There's a want 
ad here for one."

. . .  Steel Workers 
Need 30-for-40

By Gordon Bailey
W hile  governm ent and B ig Business spokesmen are 

exuding confidence over the economic s ituation, the 
Bureau o f Labor S tatistics has gloomy news about the 
unemployed. According to D e-v  
partm ent o f Labor figures fo r

(Continued from  Page I )  
class collaboration b e t w e e n  
union offic ia ls and the em ploy­
ers.

Recently, there has been 
much rum or to the effect that 
a large num ber of USA officia ls 
considered McDonald too much 
of a l ia b ility  and were getting 
ready to dump him . Reports to 
this effect published in the 
August issue of Fortune maga­
zine and in  the September 
Readers Digest were ho tly  de­
nied in a unanimous statement 
by the USA In te rna tiona l Exe­
cutive Board published in the 
September issue of Steel Labor. 
In  the same issue, McDonald 
warns that the corporations are 
preparing a b itte r attack on the 
union in 1959.
BUREAUCRACY 
CLOSES R AN KS

The officers report to this 
week’s convention has a s im ila r 
tone and declares tha t “ the vast 
m a jo rity  o f the operators of

our p lants and m ills  have be­
trayed our acts o f good fa ith  
. . . ”  The report also attempts 
to lum p together corporation 
attacks and rank-and-file  oppo­
s ition to McDonald w ith in  the 
union itse lf. I t  appears then, 
tha t the bureaucracy has united 
behind McDonald and has de­
cided to meet the crisis in the 
industry  and the union in a 
tw o-fo ld  way.

,pn  fhe one hand i t  adopts a 
m ilita n t pose in  order to ra lly  
the workers behind the leader­
ship. This reflects the grow ing 
pressure of the rank and file 
fo r m ilita n t class struggle on 
the part o f the union. On the 
other hand, the bureaucrats ap­
pear to be preparing reprisals 
against the ve ry  elements w ith ­
in the union w hich are m aking 
this rank-and-file  pressure fe ll. 
This com bination of concessions 
and repressions w il l  probably 
make up the im portan t action 
at the Steel W orkers n in th  con­
vention.

August 1958 the level of unem 
p loym ent in  the U.S. has re ­
mained constant despite a rise 
in economic a c tiv ity  in the last 
three months. Since Spring, 
about 7.5% o f the labor force 
has been unemployed. In  Ju ly  
the figure was 7.3% w h ile  in 
August i t  clim bed to 7.6%, the 
highest point since the sta rt o f 
the recession. In August 1957 
the figure stood at 4.3%.

O ffic ia l governm ent figures, 
a lways on the conservative side, 
put the num ber o f unemployed 
today at 4,699,000. O f these, ac­
cording to Bureau o f Labor 
statistics, 270,000 e x h a u s t e d  
the ir benefits in August, w h ile  
650,000 were collecting a d d ition ­
al benefits under the Tempo­
ra ry  U nem ploym ent Program. 
These w orkers have been un ­
employed six months or more.

This protracted unem ploy­
ment occurs in the face of an 
up turn  in  certa in sections of 
the economy in the last three 
months.
PRODUCTION GOES UP

According to the Federal Re­
serve Board’s m onth ly  summ ary 
fo r August, indus tria l p roduc­
tion  has regained more than 
ha lf o f the ground lost du ring  
the recession. The Board’s fig­
ure fo r indus tria l a c tiv ity  d u r­
ing A ugust was 137% o f the 
1947-49 average, ha lfw ay be­
tween the recession low  of 
126% and the August 1957 high 
of 145%.

A t the same tim e according 
to the Board, residentia l b u ild ­
ing has reached a ra te  of 1,116,- 
000 units, the highest since 
January 1956. P roduction of 
m anufactured goods also rose 
in the past three months, and 
output of e lec tric ity  —  regard­
ed as a significant ind ica tor of 
business a c tiv ity  —  advanced to 
a new high.

W hile  indus tria l a c tiv ity  may 
have regained ha lf the ground 
lost in  the recession, fa r less 
lhan ha lf of the la id -o ff workers 
have got th e ir 'jo b s  back. Since 
August 1957 on ly 500,000 out of 
a tota l of 2.4 m illio n  unem ploy­
ed indus tria l workers have 
found jobs. This is about 20% 
of the unemployed put back to 
w ork  despite a 50% rise in  eco­
nomic a c tiv ity .

Key to th is lag in em ploy­
ment lies in  autom ation and 
im proved technology tha t en­
able the plants to tu rn  out more 
goods w ith  few er workers. This 
process of technological advance 
has been speeded up during

the recession. M anufacturers 
have taken advantage o f the 
business slowdown to perm a­
nen tly  close less e ffic ient p lants 
and open new ly  equipped ones, 
often in the low  wage areas of 
the South and Southwest. In  
upstate New Y ork , w hole towns 
have been le ft economically 
stranded by such shoe or tex­
tile  factories shutting  down fo r 
good.
PICTURE IN  STEEL

Even where m anufacturing  
operations are not transferred 
bod ily  to brand new plants, in ­
s ta lla tion of new labor-saving 
m achinery enables the old 
p lants to produce more e ffi­
c ien tly . I t  is estimated tha t the 
na tion ’s steel p lants have in ­
creased efficiency by 10% since 
February of th is year. This 
means tha t even if  steel p ro­
duction were restored to the 
100% of capacity level ( i t  is 
65% now), at least 10% o f the 
nearly 400,000 fu l ly  o r pa rtly  
unemployed steel w'orkers w ould 
s til l be jobless.

A no ther negative factor in  
the em ploym ent p ic tu re  is re ­
vealed by the Journa l o f Com­
merce in its isfcue o f Sept. 16. 
Speaking of prospects fo r re ­
covery the editors w rite : "TaK- 
ing in to  account the fact tha t 
the labor force grows by about 
three-quarters of a m illio n  per­
sons a year and that a recovery 
period typ ica lly  sees increased 
hours worked before there is 
any substantia l am ount of re ­
h iring , they [the  economists] 
cannot see a recovery strong 
enough to absorb a ll bu t 2 ' 2  

m illio n  ’fr ic t io n a l’ unemployed 
fo i some tim e to come. A  2 l'i 
m illio n  unem ploym ent level is 
regarded as ‘fu ll em ploym ent.’ ”  
This means tha t even at the 
present rate o f recovery, a jo b ­
less to ta l o f five m illio n  or more 
can be expected fo r the next 
year and continued recovery is 
by no means assured.

Unem ploym ent benefits, even 
w ith  the 13-week extension, run 
to no more than 39 weeks, and

A
many workers have already ex­
hausted a ll the ir benefits. The 
A dm in is tra tion  has turned its 
back on the jobless, but the 
labor movement cannot afford 
to do likew ise. The im m ediate 
needs of the unemployed must 
be met by demanding unem ­
ploym ent compensation at fu l l  
wages fo r the en tire  period of 
unem ploym ent. Again, unem ­
p loym ent must be attacked by 
figh ting  fo r the 30-hour week 
at 40 hours pay.

A d v e r t is e m e n t A d v e r t is e m e n t

America’s Road 
To Socialism"

Socialism as a way of life  has been a dream fo r a long 
time. Is it  an unachievable dream in Am erica today? E ve ry­
th ing  that is happening in  the w orld  and at home indicates 
that socialism is on the order of the day.

James P. Cannon unfolds Am erica's road to socialism in 
a conversation w ith  you tha t w il l  absorb your a ttention. In  
th is series of lectures given in  Los Angeles in 1953, he d is­
cusses "Am erica Under E isenhower," “ Prospects of Capitalism  
and Socialism in  A m erica" and "Am erica  Under W orkers' 
Rule."

Send 35 cents fo r th is 79-page pamphlet w hich ends w ith  
a p ic tu re  of "W hat Socialist Am erica W ill Look L ike ."
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Editor:
On Aug. 11 a fa ir-sized num ­

ber of people came to dow n­
town Chicago to hear some 
speechifying on the “ Crisis in 
the M idd le  East.”  Tw o u n ive r­
s ity  professors served as w in ­
dow d r e s s i n g  fo r Norman 
Thomas, Socialist P arty  leader. 
The tw o professors spent most 
of the ir tim e m oraliz ing on the 
issue—spicing this w ith  toast­
master stories. They decried 
D u l l e s ’ “ b rinkm ansh ip”  and 
Ike ’s b lundering, but always 
managed to avoid saying any­
th ing concrete about the crisis 
and about w hat ought to be 
done.

Norman Thomas, however, 
got r ig h t down to cases — at 
least he did at first. I was even 
m om entarily  warm ed by his 
forthrightness. He said that the 
revo lu tionary regimes in Cairo. 
Baghdad and Damascus were 
at least better than the old 
ones. He got applause when he 
called fo r o rde rly  w ithd raw a l 
of Am erican troops. He agreed 
w ith  the professors tha t U.S. 
policy should be one o f en­
couraging n e u tra lity  fo r the 
Mideast nations. Then he went 
them one better by advocating 
some k ind of understanding be­
tween East and West. He even 
called fo r UN recognition of 
Hie People’s Republic of China. 
This, he said, would be more

A d v e r t is e m e n t
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representative than g iv ing  a 
seat on the Security Council to 
the Seventh Fleet.

B u t then he started to advo­
cate tha t the UN should police 
the M idd le  East, and I drew up 
short. A lthough he had declar­
ed h im self against interference 
in the in te rna l affairs of M id ­
east countries, Thomas urged a 
UN police force in the area to 
prevent things like  s tr ife  be­
tween the M aronite  Christians 
and Moslems in Lebanon and 
to protect m inorities  like  the 
P a listin ian A rab  refugees. H ow ­
ever, any UN police force can 
be used fo r  a “ police action” 
as in Korea. D idn ’t the U.S. 
governm ent propose that the 
Marines in Lebanon m ight be 
converted into UN troops or 
combined w ith  the UN observer 
corps?

Where at the sta rt of his 
speech 1 had fe lt tha t this 
tim e I could agree w ith  N or­
man Thomas on a fore ign po l­
icy issue, as he developed his 
ideas I fe lt that once again his 
“ socialism " was of the State 
Departm ent varie ty .

E. Larsen
Chicago

A T-H Victim
E ditor:

I ’ve known B ro ther Hugh 
Bryson .¡me 15 years. I ’ve 
been shipmate, friend, associ­
ate and fe llow  m aritim e  un ion­
ist w ith  h im  some 14 of these 
years. The greater pa rt o f the 
last year he has been locked 
away in a Federal Prison on 
w hat I believe is the phoniest 
of frame-ups. He was the first 
union functionary  framed un­
der the T a il-H a rtle y  Law. He 
is as much a v ic tim  of a n ti- la ­
bor big business as Mooney- 
B illings . Sacco-Vanzetti, Joe 
H ill,  King-Ramsey-Connars and 
others . . .

This is an issue not jus t l im ­
ited to our own San Francisco 
w a te rfron t, a lthough tha t is

where he served the trade- 
union movement p rim a rily . We 
must s tart to acquaint the 
whole trade-union movement 
w ith  the issues at stake and 
s ta rt united actions to secure 
his release. Labor and people’s 
organizations e v e r y w h e r e  
should interest themselves in 
the “ Case of the Fram e-Up of 
Hugh Bryson.”

I  w ould like  to suggest tha t 
readers o f you r paper take 
tim e out to drop h im  a post­
card to le t h im  know  tha t 
progressive m inded people w ill 
never forget h im , w ha t he has 
done fo r  the w ork ing  people, 
and are continu ing  the fight 
to set him  free. Postcards only 
please. No w ritte n  letters. P ris ­
on regulations, you know.

The address is: Hugh Bryson. 
Box 7, San Pedro, Calif.

J.A.R.
San Francisco

(Hugh Bryson was a top o f­
ficer o f the West Coast M arine 
Cooks and Stewards union up 
lo the tim e that th is union was 
destroyed by governm ent and 
r iv a l union attacks.— Ed.)

The Catholic Power
E ditor:

This le tte r is to complim ent 
you fo r pub lica tion  o f Sept. 1, 
en titled  “ N. Y. B ir th  - Control 
F igh t.”

I hope that in the fu tu re  you 
w il l  publish add itiona l articles 
of the same nature, as there 
are many flagrant v io la tions by 
churches w hich need to be cor­
rected. Examples: churches a t­
tem pt to break down separa­
tion from  the state by pressur­
ing fo r subsidization of church 
school, school buses, tax ex­
emption. tak ing  part in p o lit ic ­
al and economic debates under 
the self-appointed theory that 
moral doctrines covered in the 
B ib le  perm it trespassing out of 
the s tr ic t ly  re lig ious sphere in ­
to. pub lic  policies, elc.

Recently the church instruct-

ed Catholic attorneys to subm it 
fo r church exam ination any d i­
vorce o r separation suits be­
fore accepting such suits, even 
though the litig a n ts  m ight be 
o f some other fa ith , such as 
Jewish. This is p rin ted in  a re ­
cent issue of o ffic ia l Catholic 
periodical and also in o ffic ia lly  
approved Catholic booklets. The 
church also threatens damna­
tion to Catholic druggists who 
sell contraceptives. There are 
many other examples o f s im il­
a r church interference outside 
of its  own sphere.

The SWP w il l  gain a largo 
num ber o f supporters among 
Catholics i f  it w il l  support 
views of Catholics who dissent, 
w ith  a rb itra ry  and un just and 
unw arranted in trus ion  on the ir 
c iv il righ ts by arrogant church 
authorities.

E.W.
•San Bernardino, C a lif,

Prices Jump Up 
Before Your Eyes
E dito r:

There can be no question 
tha t the heavy hand of in fla ­
tion is reaching in to  every seg­
ment o f Am erican society.

Several weeks ago at a M ex­
ican dance in St. Paul, we were 
d r in k in g  beer and eating tacos 
— the Mexican equ iv ilan t of 
sandwich — w hich sold at two 
fo r a quarter.

Wc were a lit t le  early. Peo­
ple were just beginning to a r­
rive  and the band was s ta rting  
to w arm  up in the background. 
The tacos were delicious, and 
we were debating over w he th ­
er or not to have another 
round when we noticed a sign 
being put up over the food 
counter w hich read “ Tacos — 
20c each.”

The unanimous reaction at 
our table was “ W ow ! The cost 
of liv in g  is rea lly  ju m p in g ."

Tom Leonard 
M inneapolis

Penn. Lockout Victims 
Are Denied Jobless Pay


