
How Socialists 
Plan to Raise 
Expansion Fund

By M U R R Y W EISS
N ational Fund D rive  D irector

March 26 — How do the members and friends o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  plan to raise $20,000 in  the spring So­
c ia lis t Expansion Fund despite lim ite d  forces, the spread of 
unem ploym ent and the high cost o f liv ing?  W ith  today's re ­
ceipts from  the branches the fund has been 20% completed 
(see scoreboard page tw o). A lthough  we are runn ing  8% be­
h ind  schedule w ord is coming from  a ll areas to expect fu l l  
payment by the May 31 deadline.

W ell, how do they plan to do it?
One answer comes from  Buffa lo, an SWP branch where 

h a lf the mem bership has been h it by layoffs and most of the 
employed members are w ork ing  the four-day week w ith  reduc­
tion  in pay. B uffa lo  Fund D rive  D irector R. R iley w rites: "One 
of our members, Chuck, used to m ain ta in  to his w ife, Anne, 
tha t they should buy 50-cent instead o f 30-cent hamburger. He 
is now on four days and Anne’s unem ploym ent benefits have 
run  out. They have pledged $325 to 
the Socialist Expansion Fund. A dd ­
ing to th is the ir $12 w eekly pledge, 
means they w il l  con tribu te  $37 a 
week to the pa rty  du ring  the fund 
drive. There have been no more 
arguments about 30-cent ham burg­
er.”

R iley adds, “ I t  w il l  take earnest 
e ffo rt (and some of our people go­
ing into debt) to make our quota 
w ith  the dreary em ploym ent p ic ­
tu re  on the Niagara F rontie r. B ut 
no one th inks of th is as ‘sacrifice.’
A dapting  to the needs o f the pa rty  
is b u ilt in to  our th ink ing . You can 
be sure we w il l  be ‘in  fu l l  and on 
tim e .’ ”

C u rren tly , Buffalo is leading 
the other branches, w ith  35% of 
the ir quota completed.

Across the country from  Seattle 
comes a report s im ila r to th a t from  
Buffa lo. Ann Dorsey w rites: " A l ­
though the Seattle branch has just 
finished an election campaign which 
was an extra financial burden on 
a ll our members, we know  the ne­
cessity of fu l ly  pa rtic ipa ting  in  the 
Socialist Expansion Fund. A l l  in  a ll 
I feel tha t our people are d isp lay­
ing  a fine sense o f personal sacri­
fice in the face o f im m ediate po­
lit ic a l needs. "A ga in  I assure you 
tha t Seattle w il l  be paid in  fu l l  
and on time, although i t  is pos­
sible tha t we w il l
come in ju s t un ­
der the deadline; 
we w il l  make i t  
—  branch mem­
bers and friends 
have g iven me 
th is assurance.”

T w i n  C ities 
Fund D rive  D i­
rector, Fannie B.
Curran, te lls  how 
our M i n n e s o t a  
friends are doing 
it :  “ You ask how 
the members in ­
tend to raise the 
money fo r the ir 
pledges. This is a
very  good question . . .  I can’t say fo r most o f them. A  few  
of us have pledged very  heavily, fa r above a ten percent in ­
crease over the last fund. In  fact 50% w ou ld  be a closer esti­
mate. One member has gone to w ork  in order to enable pay­
ments, and tha t w ith  tw o young children. Others are tak ing  
it  ou t on the cigarette m anufacturers. V ery  few  of us are 
overw e ight."

From Minnesota we also get another clue to how the drive 
w il l  be successfully carried out. SWP Stale Organizer V incent 
Dunne sent out an appeal to a ll friends of the socialist move­
ment enclosing the te x t of the statement of ihe N ational Com­
m ittee  of the SWP entitled : "F o r a U n ited  Socialist T icke t in 
the 1958 elections."

Dunne says: “ A  reading of th is statem ent read ily  answers 
(he many questions in the m inds of advanced-th inking workers 
as to w hat can be done in the present regroupm ent period — 
to de fin ite ly  advance the cause o f socialism —  and by so doing 
to offer a realistic and effective answer to the program o f the 
cap ita lis t parties on a ll fundam ental questions.”

The le tte r continues, “ In  order to reach an over-w ider 
strata of Am erican workers, we arc expanding our press and 
our activ ities generally. The Socialist W orkers P a rty  has launch­
ed a Socialist Expansion Fund na tiona lly  fo r $20,000. We ask 
you to help fu rth e r the cause of socialism by con tribu ting  as 
lib e ra lly  as you can to th is Fund.”

The le tte r requests that contribu tions be sent to Fannie 
B. Curran, 322 Hennepin Ave., Rm. 205, M inneapolis, M inn. We 
can only add our voice to this appeal and suggest that friends 
outside of Minnesota send th e ir contribu tions to Socialist W o rk ­
ers Party, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, New Y ork  3, N. Y.
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Wall St. Big Boys 
Quietly Unloading

Ever since its steady fa ll 
du ring  J u ly  through October 
came to an end, the stock 
m arket hasn't been acting 
up. There are, however, new 
d is tu rb ing  signs. Reporting 
the M arch 26 sag in  prices, 
the N. Y. Times financial- 
page headline noted, "Reas­
surance by President and 
S ate llite  Launching F a il to 
S tir M a rke t." More s ign ifi­
cant is the report in  Busi­
ness Week (M arch 22) tha t 
"m ore  and more b ig stock­
holders — those ow ning 
thousands of shares of an is­
sue —  are unloading blocks 
that are too b ig  to go through 
the o rd inary  m achinery of 
the slock exchange." Put on 
the m arket a ll at once these 
blocks w ould depress or 
panic the price. They are be­
ing  unloaded by a "secon­
d a ry " device of sale "b y  an 
investm ent banking house in 
the same way tha t a new 
slock is floated."

Auto Bosses 
Harry Union 
M ilitants

B y FRED H A LS T E A D

Reports from  across the coun­
try  indicate tha t the General 
Motors corporation is engaged 
in a concerted campaign to 
soften up union strength in  its 
auto plants as the exp ira tion  
date on the contract w ith  the 
U nited Auto W orkers approach­
es. U AW  contracts w ith  Gen­
eral Motors, Ford and Chrysler, 
covering some 655,000 auto 
workers, exp ire  in  May. By 
A p r il 1, separate negotiations 
between the un io n 'a n d  each of 
the “ Big Three”  w il l  have be­
gun.

The G M  campaign includes 
increased speed-up accompany­
ing  mass layoffs, heavy increase 
in the num ber of "w a rn ings" 
and d isc ip lina ry  layoffs, and 
frame-ups of m ilita n t unionists.

Supervisors have been “ p u t­
ting  the pressure”  on produc­
tion  workers who have been 
most active in  resisting speed­
up and on tra d itio n a lly  staunch 
union members. For example, 
in one Eastern assembly plant, 
certa in workers who had filed 
speed-up grievances in the past, 
but who had perfect w o rk  rec­
ords, have been shifted to jobs 
beyond th e ir physical capacity 
and then given repeated w a rn ­
ings and d isc ip lina ry  layoffs. 
The w orkers respond by filin g  
grievances, bu t long before the 
s ix months that it  often takes 
to process these, the company 
w ill have “ b u ilt  up a case”  fo r 
firing.

'YO U ’RE D EAD '
A nother example, in vo lv ing  

d isc ip lina ry  layoffs against a 
w orker w ith  25 years sen iority 
and an excellent record is cited 
by the March 13 Assembler, 
published by U AW  Local 216 
in South Gate, C a lifo rn ia . "L o ­
cal Management,”  says the As­
sembler, “ is determ ined to im ­
press on the weak that no m at­
ter how much sen iority  you 
have, how good an employee 
you are or how weak the case 
may be against you, i f  they set 

(Continued on Page 2)

RISING PRICES ADD 
TO JOBLESS WOES

T h a t M arch  U p tu rn

NEWS ITE M : Bankruptcies in  March, the month in  w h ich  Pres. Eisenhower predicted 
the beginning of recovery, stood at highest level since 1940.

The AEC's Deceit
A N  E D IT O R IA L

The N ationa l Com m ittee fo r a Sane 
Nuclear Policy made public, March 19, a 
documented study of the conduct of the 
A tom ic Energy Commission, the agency 
required by law  to safeguard the pub lic  
from  atom ic radiation. The report charges 
tha t the AEC has not discharged this 
v ita l responsib ility , but instead, has 
“ tended to foster the most op tim is tic  in ­
te rp re ta tion  (i.e., w hich most m inim izes 
the expected hazard from  fa llo u t rad ia­
tion) . . . This evidence tends to show 
tha t the AEC ’s evaluation of the fa llo u t 
hazard has not been based on the stand­
ards of o b je c tiv ity  and candor that arc 
customary in  scientific m atters.”

This lack of “ candor”  springs from  
po litica l motives. W h ile  the A d m in is tra ­
tion  is considering y ie ld ing  to the w o rld ­
w ide demand fo r a test ha lt, i t  perm its 
the AEC to ca rry  the propaganda ba ll 
fo r keeping the tests going.

A  case in point is the whitewash 
given the AEC by the Jo in t Congression­
al Com m ittee on A tom ic Energy a fte r i t  
was caught in a brazen lie  by I. F. Stone. 
The publisher of I. F. Stone’s W eekly 
had marshalled facts re fu ting  an AEC 
press release w hich claimed tha t last 
sum m er’s underground A -b last in  Nevada 
had been detected on ly 250 m iles away. 
The claim  was made to bolster the A E C ’s

fraudu len t contention tha t an agreement 
to ha lt nuclear tests cannot be enforced. 
Stone presented evidence to show that 
the blast had been detected in fa r-o ff 
A laska and forced the AEC to correct its  
firs t release.

Confronted w ith  th is scandal, the 
Jo in t Congressional Com m ittee held a 
one-hour “ hearing”  w ith  but fou r Con­
gressmen present. B rush ing aside ev i­
dence proving deceit, they found the AEC 
had m ere ly com m itted an “ inadverten t 
e rro r.”

The inc ident is not isolated. The re­
port of the Com m ittee fo r a Sane N u­
clear Policy reveals tha t fo r almost three 
years the AEC suppressed the fact that 
leukemia-causing s tron tium  90, released 
in  the atmosphere by nuclear tests, finds 
its way in to  m ilk  and is then absorbed 
in  the human body. For almost a year the 
AEC kept secret the te rr ib le  extent of 
the fa llo u t resu lting  from  the 1954 Pa­
cific H-test. Yet no one in the governm ent 
has moved to d iscip line  th is agency.

C learly, the decision to ha lt the dead­
ly  tests cannot be le ft in  the hands of a 
governm ent so com pletely callously un­
concerned w ith  human safety. The people 
themselves should decide the issue 
through a national referendum.

U.S. Policy Makers Accept Summit Reluctantly
By H AR R Y RING

MARCH 26 — Despite te r­
rib le  reluctance, born of the 
know ledge tha t i t  has noth ing 
to gain, the Big-Business con­
tro lled  U.S. G overnm ent is be­
ing pushed tow ard a conference 
of heads of stales w ith  the So­
v ie t Union.

There are good prospects that 
a sum m it conference w il l  force 
the State D epartm ent to again 
ease the cold w ar and, more 
p a rticu la rly , tha t i t  w il l  result 
in  a tem porary U.S.-Soviet 
agreement to ban nuclear tests. 
This w ould be a clear-cut gain 
fo r the peoples of the w orld  
in  the ir struggle fo r peace.

W hile  W ashington may w ell 
keep propagandizing fo r a last- 
m inute  escape from  the summ it, 
the pressure of w o rld -w ide  a n ti­
w ar sentim ent has grow n so 
pow erfu l that the State D epart­
ment has been unable to slam 
the door on the projected con­
ference.
SH A B BY  GAM E

Throughout. W ashington has 
put. forw ard proposals ca re fu lly  
designed to be unacceptable to

the USSR and then tried  to de­
p ic t Soviet re jection o f these 
proposals as a bar to the parley. 
The tw o p rinc ipa l issues being 
u tilized  in th is fashion arc the 
demand fo r big-power negotia­
tions fo r the un ifica tion of G er­
many and the proposal tha t a 
sum m it meeting be postponed 
u n til some tangib le agreement 
is a rrived  at by a conference of 
fo re ign  m inisters.

However, the Soviet Foreign 
M in is try  o ff ic ia lly  announced, 
March 14: " A i  the present tim e 
negotiations are being carried 
on active ly  among the p rinc ipa l 
interested parties concerning 
concrete questions connected 
w ith  the organization of such a 
m eeting."

A t the same tim e the Mos­
cow correspondent of the New 
Y ork  Times reported that w h ile  
the issue of a p re lim ina ry  con­
ference had not ye t been set­
tled, “ a Foreign M in is try  
spokesman here said tha t ‘new 
ideas' had been or w ould be 
advanced du ring  the u n p u b li­
cized ta lks that are now tak ing  
place.”

A t his press conference yes­
terday, Secretary of State 
Dulles declared that proposed 
Soviet terms raised the ques­
tion of w hether it was w orth  
agreeing to a conference. But 
Dulles was quick to add that 
“ m any o f these things they ta lk  
about arc negotiable." And in 
fu r th e r deference to w orld  
opinion, he ca re fu lly  staled: “ I 
do not w ant to im p ly  that 1 
t l i in k  that there w il l  not be a 
sum m it conference."
ISSUES T A K E  SHAPE

A significant indication tha t 
the “ unpublic ized" pre-summit 
negotiations arc fu rth e r ad­
vanced than the public is led 
to believe is contained in the 
March 28 New Y ork Times. On 
the basis of in fo rm ation  from 
“ d ip lom atic  offic ia ls.”  the Times 
reports tha t “ probable U nited 
States and Soviet bargaining 
positions fo r a sum m it confer­
ence arc beginning to take 
shape . . .”

According to th is  report. 
W ashington is “ believed to 
lean" toward a reversal of its 
previous stand of re fus ing to

consider a “ comprehensive" d is­
armament agreement w ith o u t 
p r io r agreement on German re­
unification. Also, the U.S. is re ­
ported to be exam in ing the 
idea of try in g  to bargain over 
the Soviet proposal for "con­
tro l o f outer space." This pro­
posal w ould re linqu ish  the So­
l i d  lead in the fie ld of in te r­
continenta l missiles in re tu rn  
fo r abandonment of U.S. bases 
in Europe.

W hile the possib ility  of the 
U.S. accepting th is proposal is 
more than remote, the opposi­
tion  of the European people lo 
the presence of Am erican bases 
is apparently forc ing the ques­
tion on the agenda.

More, there is ta lk  in Wash­
ington of maybe offering to re­
duce U.S. foreign bases in re ­
tu rn  fo r substantial reduction 
of Soviet conventional weapons 
and ground forces in East 
Europe and the USSR itself. 
SH IFT  ON TESTING

F in a lly , and of key im p o r­
tance, (lie N. Y. Times reports 
(he fo llow ing : . . Ihc United
oíate*, is understood lu be con-

s idcring fo r the sum m it a p ro ­
posal fo r a suspension of two 
or three years of nuclear tests. 
This proposal is divorced in all 
hut semantics from the earlie r 
United States requirem ent that 
suspension of tests he accom­
panied by a cuto ff in produc­
tion of fissionable m ateria ls fo r 
weapons."

The possib ility  tha t the U.S. 
may accept the Soviet offer for 
a lest ban was also reported, 
March 13. by the C hristian Sci­
ence M onitor. The M on ito r co r­
respondent, however, w i s e l y  
adds that "The Am erican po­
sition is s ti l l  not com pletely 
je lled. Pentagon objectors may 
s ti l l  toss a spanner I w rench ) 
in to  the w orks."

Thus, despite its fervent 
wishes to the contrary, Wash­
ington recognizes tha t it  has 
lit t le  chance of escaping a sum­
m it meeting and is even com­
pelled to consider the need of 
g ran ting  certain concessions 
tha t w ould ease the cold war. 
I f  th is is the case, the question 
arises: W hy is W ashington p u t­
ting  ilse ll in  Hie damaging po-

s ition  of being dragged to the 
summ it?

The question is answered ne i­
ther by the mistaken notion 
that Dulles is a fool nor by the 
correct one tha t he is a w ar 
monger. The significance of the 
projected top-level conference 
and o f W ashington’s a ttitude  
tow ard it comes in to  focus only 
when they are related to the 
basic perspective of Am erican 
B ig Business.
BIG -BUSIN ESS G O AL

That perspective is u ltim ate  
dom ination of the en tire  globe 
fo r the sake o f p ro fit-m a k­
ing. In tegra l to rea liz ing  th is 
aim is restoration of cap ita lis t 
p roperty  re lations throughout 
the Soviet bloc.

W ashington's firs t attem pt 
was partic ipa tion  in the i l l  
fated in te rven tion  from  1919 to 
1921 in the Russian c iv il war. 
The anti-S ovie t ob jective has 
never been abandoned.

W hile  the allies were com­
pelled to accept a form  of p a rt­
nership w ith  the USSR in 
W orld W ar IT. they held to 
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Idle Pay Plan Drags; 
Labor’s Tax-Cut Plea 
Ignored by Democrats

By GEORGE L A V A N
M A R C H  27— The recession is spreading and deepen­

ing ye l the Republican and Dem ocratic po litic ians  af© 
ca llously re fus ing to take emergency steps needed fo r the
unemployed —  who by o ffic ia l^--------------------------------------------------—
admission now to ta l w e ll over 
five m illio n , and in  actua lity  
p robably num ber between six 
and seven m illio n .

The desperate p ligh t of over 
three m illion  jobless try in g  to 
feed the ir fam ilies on the gross­
ly  inadequate unem ploym ent 
compensation checks (national 
average: $28 per week), o f the 
unknown num ber whose com­
pensation benefits have e x p ir­
ed. and of the tw o m illio n  jo b ­
less not covered by the unem­
ploym ent insurance setup, is 
aggravated bv the fact that the 
cost of liv in g  has reached a 
new a ll-t im e  high.
IN D E X  A T  122.5

This b itte r example of the 
anarchy o f the cap ita lis t sys­
tem was announced March 21 
by the Bureau of Labor S ta­
tistics although w orking-class 
housewives already knew it 
from  actual experience. The 
cos t-o f-liv ing  index fo r Febru­
ary rose .2 index points above 
tha t o f January. W ith  the a l­
ready-infla ted prices o f 1947-49 
used by the governm ent as a 
base of 100, the index fo r Feb­
rua ry  stood at 122,5.

E isenhower’s main con tribu ­
tion to figh ting  the recession is 
synthetic optim ism  about the 
bottom of the slump being 
reached or even passed— he has 
used a ll o f H erbert Hoover's 
old form ulas except the fata l 
phrase, "p rospe rity  is j u s t  
around the corner.”  Illu s tra tin g  
his “ p riva te  enterprise" ap­
proach was the fo llow ing  ex ­
change at his press conference 
of March 27.

Reporter Sarah McLendon 
of the El Paso Times asked:
“ Mr. President, S ir. back lo  
th is food question. There are 
people out in New M exico righ t 
now who can’t even get beans 
because they can't get them out 
of surplus food stocks. They

SAM  R AYBU R N . Democra­
tic leader in  the House of 
Representatives.

are going hungry. There are 
some unemployed in th is coun- 
try  who can't get anyth ing  bu t 
starches to eat. and tha t has 
been going on fo r months. 
Can’t we do something to give 
better d is tribu tion  of surplus 
foods or to ge t-m e a t in to  the 
su ip lus p ile  so tha t we can 
give these people a balanced 
d iet?”

E isenhower replied: (1) the
price of meat was such that it 
cou ldn 't be declared surplus (2) 
the extension of the period of 
unem ploym ent c o m p e nsation 
benefits recommended by him  
w ould ease the financial burden 
on the slates (3) th is  would 
give stale governments "more 
o p p o rtu n ity " lo  take care -of 
hungry people.

The Republican adm in is tra ­
tion and the Dcmocratic-cgp- 
tro lled  Congress are going 
about extending jobless com­
pensation benefits at a le isure­
ly  pace. On March 8 Eisenhow- 

(Continned on Page 2)

Govt, Launches N ew 
Persecution o f Bridges

By ROY G A LE
SAN FRANCISCO, M arch 21 — H a rry  Bridges, Presi­

dent of the In te rna tiona l Longshoremen and Warehouse­
m en’s Union has come fo r the s ix th  tim e under legal 
attack by the Federal Govern-4- 
ment. The In te rna l Revenue
Service now demands that 
Bridges along w ith  J. R. Rob­
e r t s o n ,  V ice-President, and 
H enry S c h m i d t ,  Executive 
Board member, pay income 
taxes on the funds collected to 
pay fo r th e ir defense in the 
1949-50 “ p e rju ry ”  tr ia l 

This is the firs t tim e the gov­
ernm ent has ever tr ied  to co l­
lect taxes on defense funds in 
c iv il libe rties  cases. 
ESTA B LIS H E D  PRACTICE 

“ None of the defendants in 
the Bridges' case saw five cents 
of th is money,”  ILW U  attorney 
Anderson said. "T h is  sort of 
th ing  has been going on in 
other unions a ll over the coun­
try  fo r years.”

“ I t  was done in the Tom 
Mooney case and (lie Scottsboro 
case. I t  is being done to defend 
Negroes a t L it t le  Rock. The 
Government has never a ttem p t­
ed to collect income tax on this 
money before.”

Bridges has been ordered to 
pay $81,870, J. R. Robertson 
$82.267 and Schm idt 581,604. 
The governm ent contends lha t 
a ll the money collected by the 
Bridges, Robertson, Schm idt De­
fense com m ittee is personal in ­
come fo r the men invo lved and 
is taxable. Over $500,000 was 
collected and spent by the com­
m ittee. The exact cla im  tiled 
by the governm ent is fo r the 
years of 1952-53.

t L  W U secretary - treasurer 
Louis G o ldb la tt condemned the 
government, action and said: 
“ This is pe tty  vindictiveness. I t

H AR R Y BRIDGES

is an a ttem pt lo tw is t the law  
fo r a continu ing  program  of 
harassment and persecution of 
the union by m oving in th is  
way against the three top of­
ficers. It is something tha t 
should he beneath the d ig n ity  
of our governm ent and its ad­
m in is tra tion .

"T h is  action w on 't fool a 
single member of our union. I t  
is apparent that i t  grows ou t of 
frus tra tion  a fte r five deporta­
tion  and conspiracy gim m icks 
against our union and its of­
ficers have fa iled .”

Bridges told reporters: “ I t ’s 
a smear. The G overnm ent men 
are ly in g  and they know  it. 
None o f the money in our de­
fense fund was ever received 
as income by any of us."

(Continued on rage 2)
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Socialist Unity 
Promoted at 
Chicago Banquet

By ISADO RE W A R W A K

CHICAGO, M arc li 23—Socialists of several tendencies 
ftHed the Forum  H a ll fo r a d inner-m eeting last n igh t on 
thé topic “ Prospects fo r U nited Socialist P o litica l Action
in  . 1958."

The speakers urged united 
endeavor to place Rev. Joseph 

Pastor of the In te rn a ­
tiona l Church and President of 
iha Washington Park Forum, on 
fh i ba llo t as socialist candidate 
h r  the Second Congressional
butidci.

H ow ard M ayhew, Chicago or­
ganizer o f the Socialist W ork­
er's Party , was the firs t speaker. 
“ This meeting is a v ic to ry  cele­
b ra tion ," he said. “ Just one 
m onth ago the prospects fo r a 
United socialist candidate in 
Chicago was an idea. In the 
b r ie f tim e of one month re­
m arkable progress has been 
lhade. Tw o organizations have 
jo ined forces in th is campaign 
—The W ashington Park Forum 
and the Chicago branch of the 
SWP, plus independent rad ic- 
&Ut. key socialists and trade 
Unionists. The forces gathered 
here are m oving toward the 
fo rm ation  of a united socialist 
campaign com m ittee to get the 
candidate on the ba llo t and 
b rin g  a socialist program to the 
voters.”
W O N D ER FU L O PPO R TUN ITY

The next speaker was Rev 
W illia m  JV. Baird. M in is te r of 
Essex C om m unity Church and 
head of the M idwest C om m it­
tee fo r the Protection of the 
Foreign Born. He said he had 
b fen  th in k in g  about a cam­
paign like  th is fo r some time. 
“ This is my firs t opportun ity  
since the Progressive P arty  to 
vote as a free citizen. I resent 
i t  when the State Department 
calls fo r po litica l freedom in 
the Soviet Bloc when we have- 
n ’-t had it  here. Where are the 
representatives of the masses 
o f people in government? Pros­
pects have never been better 
fo r  a socialist campaign. We 
have a w onderfu l opportun ity  
to educate people to the social­
is t solution to cap ita lis t w ar 
and depression.”

John H am ilton . W ashington 
Park Forum  chairm an and ve t­
aran trade unionist, commented 
on the Chicago Police D epart­
ment's Red Squad parked ou t­
side the ha ll. “ We are begin­
n ing  to do a job when the Red 
Squad is looking around count­
ing  noses.”  R eferring to the ' 
struggle to bu ild  the Packing­
house W orkers Union of which 
he was a founding organizer, 
he said, “ When we b u ilt Pack­
ing, we had to fight an em pire 
o f Capita l. We had to figh t and 
sweat. We d idn ’t qu it. We had 
to do a job, and we needed the 
help of people and got it. We 
here k n o w  tha t the old 
parties cannot serve the in te r­
ests o f the people. Maybe we 
w on’t  send K in g  to Congress 
b u t we cap open the eyes of a 
lo t o f w orkers.”

Rev. Joseph P. K in g  then 
was introduced. He received a 
standing ovation.

"F o r 48 years I have lived  in 
A rperica.”  K in g  said. “ E ve ry ­
day I  have fe lt oppression and 
d iscrim ination .

REV. JOSEPH P. K IN G , in ­
dependent socialist candidate 
fo r Congress, 2nd D is tric t, 
Illino is .

“ Despair mongers say that 
th is  is not the tim e fo r a so­
cia lis t campaign. The tim e w il l  
never come unless you make 
it. How can the w orkers get 
ready for Socialism unless we. 
the socialists, exp la in  it  to 
'.hem. The men who founded 
Am erica were radicals, not ‘de- 
cenL’ people. ‘Decent’ people 
have never done anyth ing  but 
conform.

"The Am erica of today is an 
Am erica of reaction and im per­
ialism . an Am erica that went 
to w ar against the revo lu tion ­
ary peoples of China and K o ­
rea and was defeated.

“ Am erican capita lism  h a s  
w ith in  it the seeds of its own 
destruction — unemployment 
and war. A ll it  has to offer 
youth is death on the farflung 
battle fie ld figh ting . Communism. 
The Chinese say it  is a ‘paper 
tige r.’ They also have a saying 
tha t ‘a jou rney o f a thousand 
miles begins w ith  a single step.’

" I f  I  was alone in  not voting 
fo r Democrats and Republicans 
then I w ould do it. I  say to 
Am erican radicals let's s trike  a 
b low  fo r freedom. American 
capita lism  can't stop Socialism 
just as feudalism  couldn't stop 
capita lism . This is the starting 
ground now w ith  socialists all 
over the U.S. recognizing the 
need fo r a socialist electoral 
coalition. We have a w o rld  to 
w in  and noth ing to lose but 
our chains."

D orothy M ack chaired the 
meeting and described the role 
the M ilita n t is p laying and w il l  
play in  the election campaign. 
C ontributions and pledges tow ­
ard the paper and the SWP 
national expansion fund were 
made at the meeting.

Between a w e ll - prepared 
chicken d inner and the speech­
's, Louise U rquiza entertained 
the group w ith  selections on 
her accordion.

. . .  Socialist Expansion
(Continued from  Page 1)

O ther re in forcem ent is coming from  areas o f the country, 
which we are hearing from  fo r the firs t tim e  in many years 
This is most appropriate fo r an Expansion Fund! You w ill 
notice tha t the scoreboard carries quotas from  the South and 
from  Denver. The group of supporters to the Fund from  the 
Sbuth are in  the th ick  of the figh t against segregation, young 
people who are already tested veterans of c iv il r igh ts  battles. 
The group from  the Rocky M ounta in area are likew ise  young 
and also deeply invo lved in  active w o rk  fo r the cause.

We welcome these forces and hope to hear from  other 
"n » w " areas of the country.

Stellato Candidacy Poses Issue: 
Can Labor Reform Democrats?

By JAMES K O Z A K

D ETRO IT, March 23 —  A t 
today's meeting of UAW  Ford 
Local 600, its president, Carl 
S tellato, announced his decision 
to run  in  the Democratic p r i­
maries fo r the U.S. House of 
Representatives seal now held 
by John Lesinski, Jr., of M ic h i­
gan's 16th congressional d is tric t.

S te lla to  had been urged to 
enter the campaign by the 
unanimous recommendation tw o 
weeks ago o f Local 000’s gen­
eral council. He said today he 
believes w orkers should have 
th e ir own representatives in 
Congress, and tha t he w il l  run  
“ as a w orkingm an, a union 
man and a Democrat."

The members o f Local 600 
are pleased and enthusiastic by 
S te lla to ’s decision. For them it 
represents a way to express the ir 
d issatisfaction w ith  the Reuther 
policy of subord inating the 
labor movement to the Demo­
cratic  P a rty  machine and o f re ­
ly in g  on “ friends o f labor" 
ra ther than electing labor’s own 
representatives to office. Many 
view  it  as some k ind  of step 
tow ard  the fo rm ation  o f a 
fa rm er-labor party, w hich Local 
600 continues to endorse as an 
eventual goal w h ile  i t  fo llows 
the A F L -C IO  po licy of support­
ing Democrats.
W H A T  STANDARDS?

S te lla to ’s candidacy can have 
a num ber o f positive results. 
For one th ing, i t  w il l  focus a t­
tention on the "standards”  that 
the Meany-Reuther leadership 
uses fo r eva luating candidates.

The Wayne County C IO-PAC 
has always endorsed Lesinski 
on the ground tha t he has a 
"near-perfect vo ting  record" in 
Congress. But a ll th is means is 
tha t he has voted " r ig h t”  on 
a small and carefully-selected 
lis t of b ills.

This lis t is de libera te ly  com­

piled noi to include b ills  (es­
pecia lly on c iv il righ ts and c iv il 
liberties) on w hich lhe libera l 
Democrats duck or vole wrong, 
and so if  doesn't at a ll mean 
tha t Lesinski and Co. rea lly  
ligh t fo r labor's interests.

As a m atte r of fact, Lesinski 
is strong ly d is liked  by Local 
600 members and Negro voters 
in his d is tr ic t fo r his insu lting  
opposition or indifference to 
im portan t c iv il r igh ts  bills.

The Wayne C ounty C IO -PAC  
and the Reuther machine that 
runs i t  are going to be put on 
the spot by S te lla to ’s candidacy. 
W ill they endorse Lesinski 
again? I f  they do, they w il l  an­
tagonize large numbers o f union 
members in th a t d is tric t. I f  
they don’t, then they w il l  anger 
Lesinski and a ll the other 
Democrats who vote " r ig h t"  on 
a few b ills  to get PAC endorse­
ment —  inc lud ing  the W illiam s- 
S tabler leadership of the M ich i­
gan Democratic Party.

In  e ither case, and even if  
the Reuther machine remains 
"n e u tra l"  in  the p rim ary , the 
experience is going to open a 
lo t o f eyes to the essentially 
conservative nature of the labor 
movement's o ffic ia l po litica l 
policy.

B u t a fte r recognizing the p ro ­
gressive character o f the w o rk ­
ers’ desire fo r w o rk ing  class 
candidates in office, and a fte r 
noting certa in positive possib il­
ities, socialists also have the 
du ty  to po in t out the negative 
aspects and dangers in  S te l­
la to ’s candidacy.
TWO CHOICES

To understand these correct­
ly, we believe, i t  is necessary 
to recognize tha t Am erican 
labor is faced w ith  tw o funda­
mental choices regarding p o li­
tica l action:

One is the po licy of the 
M eany-Reuther leadership — to 
try  to re form  tiie  Democratic

P arty  in to  an organization that 
w il l  represent the w orkers ’ in ­
terests. (They have been fo llo w ­
ing th is po licy fo r over 20 years 
and the more they w o rk  at it, 
the more the Dem ocratic Party 
moves to the righ t.)

The other is the po licy advo­
cated by socialists and other 
le ft-w in g  unionists — tha t the 
labor movement must break 
w ith  both cap ita lis t parties and 
form  a labor party  along w ith  
the Negro people, w o rk ing  
farm ers and other allies. (Local 
600 s til l remains on record for 
a labor party, a lthough in prac­
tice i t  has gone along w ith  the 
A F L -C IO  po licy o f supporting 
libe ra l Democrats.)

Now socialists w ou ld  welcome 
and enthusiastica lly  support a 
campaign fo r Congress by Carl 
S tellato i f  he w ou ld  run  as an 
independent labor candidate — 
independent of the m a j o r  
parties, sponsored by and re­
sponsible to Local 600 and other 
unions. For tha t w ou ld  be a 
genuine step in  the d irection 
of a labor pa rty , w ith  results 
that could on ly be healthy a ll 
the w ay around, w in  or lose.

But Carl S te lla to runn ing  on 
the Democratic ticke t w ould be 
a d iffe ren t th ing, im m ediate ly 
ra ising such questions as these:

Does such a candidacy help 
w orkers to grasp the need fo r 
a sharp break w ith  both capi­
ta lis t parties?

Does it expose, or does it 
re inforce, illusions about the 
possib ility  o f re fo rm ing  the 
Democratic Party?

W ill S tellato's election as a 
Democrat change the nature of 
the Democratic Party?

We socialists read ily  grant 
tha t as a Democratic congress­
man Ste lla to w ould fa r more 
fa ith fu lly  express the needs and 
grievances of the w orkers than 
Lesinski does. B u t w ith  what 
results? A nd at what cost?

Here is ju s t one example of 
the cost:

I f  S te lla to should get past all 
the obstacles and be elected on 
the Dem ocratic ticke t, the very 
firs t th ing  facing h im  a fte r be­
ing sworn in to  office w ould be 
a vote on w hich party  should 
organize the new House of Rep­
resentatives.
VOTE FOR D IX IEC R ATS?

I f  he votes to have the 
Democrats organize the House, 
then he autom atica lly  votes at 
the same tim e to give control 
o f the House and a ll its com­
m ittees fo r tw o years to the 
conservative Southern w ing  of 
the Democratic Party  — which 
uses its contro l to block, bury 
or defeat a ll of the progressive 
legis lation favored by labor 
and Stellato.

That's a high price to pay. 
isn’t it? A nd yet i f  he doesn’t 
vote w ith  the Democrats, then 
he in  effect reads h im self out 
of the Democratic Party, gets 
no appointm ent to committees, 
and becomes a pariah w ith  
great d iff ic u lty  in  even getting 
the floor. And also raises the 
logical question: w hy d id  he 
run  as a Democrat in  the firs t 
place?

M any of our friends in the 
union movement, we know, w ill 
disagree w ith  us when we in ­
sist tha t EFFEC TIVE  w ork ing  
class representation in  govern­
ment can be w on on ly through 
runn ing  candidates indepen­
den tly  of the cap ita lis t parties. 
To them we can on ly expla in 
our views patien tly , hoping that 
a m a jp rity  w il l  sooner or la te r 
be convinced by our exp lan­
ations —  and by th e ir exper­
ience. For we are w illin g  to let 
experience show w hether or 
not we are r ig h t when we say 
tha t there is no short cut, the 
need is s t i l l  fo r a labor party, 
ra ther than efforts to reform  
the Democratic Party.

. . .  U.S. State Dept. Reluctant about Summit
(Continued from  Page 1) 

the ir basic an ti-S ovie t perspec­
tive. Several years p rio r to the 
outbreak of that war, Leon 
T ro tsky predicted tha t regard­
less of w hat alliances m ight ex­
ist when the w ar started, i t  
w ould fin a lly  develop in to  a 
combined im peria lis t assault 
against the Soviet U nion un ­
less prevented by the action of 
the masses.

PLAN S GET SETBACK
This analysis was confirmed 

by events. U.S. im peria lism ’s in 
tentions were fu l ly  spelled out 
at the w a r’s end by its effort 
to keep troops garrisoned across 
the globe in order to forge a 
m ilita ry  encirclem ent o f the 
Soviet Union. The tim etab le  fo r 
W orld  W ar I I I  was already be­
ing p lotted. B u t i t  received a 
crushing setback w ith  the giant 
"get-us-hom e" demonstrations 
o f the Am erican soldiers.

In  1946, came C h u rch ill’s 
speech at Fu lton , Mo., in it ia t­
ing the cold war. Then came 
T rum an ’s in te rven tion  in  Korea 
and the d rive  to the Yalu  R iver 
w ith  its im p lic it th rea t o f ex 
tending the w ar in to  China.

B u t again a com bination of 
m a jor obstacles compelled a 
postponement of the tim etab le  
fo r the th ird  w o rld  w ar. The 
U.S. m ilita ry  machine was 
fought to a standstill by the 
revo lu tiona ry  N orth  Korean and 
Chinese forces. A t home strong 
opposition developed to the 
bloody Korean in te rven tion , and 
by the tim e i t  ground to a halt 
i t  had become the most unpop­
u la r w ar in  U.S. h is to ry.

S im ultaneously, the combined 
w itch  hunt and propaganda 
d rive  designed to w h ip  the 
Am erican people in to  line  
against the "Sovie t menace”  
helped to make the U.S. gov­
ernment hated th roughout the 
w orld . Everyw here it was in ­
creasingly viewed as the repre­
sentative of im pe ria lis t reaction 
and war. A nd then these set­
backs were capped w ith  the ex­
plosion of a Soviet H -bom b in 
August 1953, ending the U.S. 
nuclear monopoly on which so 
much of its w ar plans were 
based.

NEED NEW  TAC TIC
Even p rio r to the Soviet H- 

bomb, there were straws in the 
w ind  that W ashington was con­
sidering the need fo r a new 
sh ift in tactics. W ritin g  in the 
M ilita n t of Jan. 12, 1953, when 
the cold w ar was going strong, 
Joseph Hansen anticipated the 
tu rn  that fin a lly  led to the
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sum m it conference at Geneva 
in J u ly  1955.

He w rote: “ T rum an ’s success 
in  impressing on the w o rld  the 
fact tha t W ashington wants war 
has thorough ly disquieted W all 
S treet’s m ajor allies. Thus one 
o f the problems facing the 
E isenhower adm in is tra tion  is 
how to change th is impression 
— how to appear in  the in te r-

.national arena as the advocate 
and champion o f peace . . . 
The logic of the in te rnationa l 
s ituation, consequently, calls fo r 
a tu rn  in  the diplom acy o f the 
State D epartm ent.”

In  August 1954. as Geneva 
drew  closer, an astute analysis 
o f the developing "co-existence” 
was made by  Joseph Harsch, 
fore ign affa irs expert fo r the 
C hristian Science M onitor. P ro ­
ceeding from  the conviction tha t 
eventual w ar against the USSR 
is a certa in ty , Harsch exp la in ­
ed that tw o in terven ing stages 
were necessary before the 
launching of that war. (1) “ The 
story o f attempted coexistence 
m ust firs t be w ritte n .”  (2) 
“ A fte r  tha t there must, reason­
ably, be at least the story o f its 
collapse before the w ar tension 
mounts again.”
G EN EVA G AM E FLOPS 

In  th is observation lies the 
explanation o f W ashington’s 
present extrem e reluctance to 
accept a top-leve l conference 
tha t i t  has l it t le  chance o f es­
caping. The story of “ attempted 
coexistence”  was w ritte n  at 
Geneva, then i t  collapsed, but 
th is produced the very  opposite 
of the antic ipated result. The 
effort to prove the Soviet U nion 
responsible fo r the fa ilu re  to 
resolve w orld  tensions also co l­
lapsed. Instead lh e  great b u lk  
of the people of the w o rld  has 
become more convinced than 
ever tha t the U.S. governm ent 
is responsible fo r the w ar drive.

That is w hy W ashington faces 
a new sum m it — this tim e w ith  
even less chance of establish­
ing its e lf as the champion of 
peace.

In  every respect the U.S. s it­
uation is fa r more d iff ic u lt than 
i t  was at the tim e of Geneva. 
Today, the Soviet Union is 
closer to m ilita ry  par w ith  the 
U.S. The N ATO  alliance faces 
d is in tegration. The colonial rev ­
o lu tion  has not lost its power. 
The im peria lis t position in the 
Mideast grows increasingly in ­
secure. Across the globe, the 
popular a n ti-w a r sentim ent is 
an ob jective factor in  w o rld  
po litics and is beginning to 
m anifest itse lf in th is country, 
too.

The most dram atic expression 
o f th is developm ent has been 
the sw e lling  w o rld  demand fo r 
a ha lt to  the deadly nuclear ex­
plosions.

Step by step, W all S treet has 
been pushed back by in te rna ­
tiona l mass pressure and revo­
lu tio n a ry  opposition. W h ile  the 
da ily  press paints the sum m it 
as a place where pow erfu l 
leaders settle the fate o f hu­
m an ity , i t  is becoming even 
more apparent that not they 
but g iant social forces w il l  de­
term ine the fina l outcome of 
the sum m it sessions.

Socialist Election 
Bloc in Canada

Prospects fo r united socialist e lectoral a c tiv ity  and 
development of the socialist regroupm ent process are 
now advancing in  Canada, according to in fo rm ation  in
the March issue o f W orkers*----- ---------------------------------------------- -
Vanguard, voire o f the Social­
ist Educational League.

Independent socialist candi­
dates have been put fo rw ard  in 
the election fo r P arliam ent in  
M ontreal and the Quebec re­
gion. In  M ontreal, Ross Dow- 
son, national secretary of the 
Socialist Educational League 
and ed ito r o f W orkers Van­
guard. has been nominated. In 
tw o  Quebec d is tric ts  socialist 
candidates have been nom ina t­
ed by the new ly  organized 
Council o f Socialist Clubs. The 
councils represent the m a jo rity  
of the fo rm er membership of 
the Quebec Labor Progressive 
(Communist) Party . The ir lead­
ers were expelled recently by 
the pa rty 's  national leadership 
w h ich  is headed by T im  Buck 
who is fo llow ing  a course of 
to ta l ideological subservience to 
the K rem lin .

The nominees of the Socialist 
Educational Councils are Henri 
Cagnon, fo rm e rly  a leading 
sookesman fo r the LPP, and 
Jacques Roubeau. In  a release 
announcing these nominations, 
the Socialist Educational Coun­
cils declared th e ir hope o f rea l­
izing the u n ity  o f socialist 
forces in Quebec. The release 
charged tha t the Buck leader­
ship of the LPP has “ been 
m um m ified and ossified since 
the 20th Congress to the point 
o f complete isolation from  the 
Quebec population and keep 
back the un ity  o f the socialist 
forces.”
R EA L S P L IT T IN G  MOVE

The Canadian T ribune, organ 
o f tiie  LPP has denounced 
these candidacies as a "sp litt in g  
move”  and an “ a n ti-w o rk ing  
class action." Com m enting on 
this charge. W orkers Vanguard 
points out tha t actua lly  it  is 
the LPP which is p lay ing  a 
sp littin g  role in tiie  election by 
tunn ing  candidates in d istricts 
where tiie  Cooperative Com­
monwealth Federaticu (Cana­
da’s labor party) has a chance 
of defeating its Tory opponents.

Ross and tiie  SEL is urg ing 
w ork ing  class support to the 
CCF. For its own candidate, a 
d is tr ic t was selected where tiie  
CCF has l it t le  strength and 
therefore w ould not be jeopar­
dized by Dowson’s bid.

Dowson is runn ing  on a re v ­
o lu tiona ry  socialist p la tfo rm  
centering around the tigh t fo r

ROSS DOWSON

peace and effective action to 
combat the effects of the deep 
economic slump. H is planks in ­
clude a ha ll to H-tests, a break 
from  the N ATO  pact, and the 
re-opening of id le  plants by the 
governm ent under union ad­
m in istra tion.

Discussing the electoral s it­
uation, W orkers Vanguard de­
clared: “ T iie  Socialist Educa­
tional League does not pose 
itse lf as the organization around 
which the regroupm ent of Can­
adian socialists must take place, 
nor its program  the one w h ich  
those concerned w ith  the v ita l 
need fo r regroupm ent must un ­
d e rw rite  100 percent.

" I t  w ould have been desir­
able tha t p r io r to the election, 
the forces for socialist regroup- 
ment could have .a llie d  and 
hammered out a common po l­
icy: and i f  agreed, run three 
or fo u r candidates of th e ir own 
choosing at strategic points so 
that th e ir views could be heard.

“ Fa iling  th is possib ility , we 
hope tha t the Dowson-Cagnon- 
Rouleau campaigns w il l  provide 
a focal point fo r socialist a c tiv ­
ity  in th is  election. No one in 
the Toronto or M ontreal areas 
need s it on the sidelines w a it­
ing th is election out. There is 
w ork  to be done. Here is an 
excellent oppo rtun ity  to cam­
paign w ith  fa llow-socia lists, to 
ra lly  ex-socialists, and educate 
new socialists. Make these cam­
paigns a positive step fo rw ard  
in the rea lignm ent of socialist 
forces in  Canada!"

. . .  Prices H it Jobless

THE A M E R IC A N  W A Y
The once robust Am erican 

Ind ian  today has an average 
life  expectancy o f 39.

. . .  M ilitan ts 
In U A W  Fired

(Continued from  Page I )
out to get you, you ’re dead, 
U nion or no U nion.”

The pattern  of “ d isc ip lina ry  
action and p iled up grievances 
is s im ila r to that which p re ­
vails in many C hrysler plants. 
I t  brought the Dodge M ain 
p lan t in  D e tro it to the verge of 
a s tr ike  last month. The GM 
plant in  Texas has 275 g riev ­
ances in  the m ill. A t Doreville , 
Georgia, a s tr ike  vote has been 
taken at the GM  p lant where 
36 d isc ip lina ry  cases and 70 
speed-up grievances are in p ro­
cess. A t the Fram ingham , Mass, 
p lant, w hich has 860 workers, 
there are 20 d iscip line and 
speed-up cases before the g rie v ­
ance committee.

Layoffs, and even speed-up, 
are also h ittin g  some a irc ra ft 
workers as negotiations cover­
ing 92,000 UAW  members at 
Douglas and N orth  Am erican 
plants continue. A contract in ­
tru d in g  h o u rly  increases of 
n ine cents to 14 cents has been 
signed fo r the S ikorsky plant 
in B ridgeport, Conn. Farm  
equipm ent contracts, covering 
60,000 U AW  members, expire 
in Ju ly .

...Attack on Bridges
(Continued from  Page 1) 

"O u r lawyers have advised 
us tha t there is no c iv il or 
c rim ina l tax l ia b il i ty  invo lved, 
and we w il l  tigh t th is  demand."

Close on the heels o f the 
Bridges persecution the gov­
ernm ent revealed tha t i t  was 
going to fo llow  up w ith  p u n i­
tive  action against other fu n d ­
ra ising activ ities. Joseph H. C u l­
len, d is tr ic t d irector of the In ­
ternal Revenue Service declared; 
" I t  is qu ite  possible there w il l  
be an investigation of other 
funds where there is an ind ica­
tion tha t the funds were e x ­
pended fo r personal use." 
V IN D IC T IV E N E S S  

It is a monstrous contention 
w hich holds tha t persons forced 
to ask the public fo r financial 
aid to beat back fram e-up per­
secutions are rea lly  spending 
the money fo r personal use as 
i f  i t  were a question of spend­
ing fo r a iuxui*y or norm al 
liv in g  requirements. To make 
i t  worse, i t  is the ve ry  govern­
ment that attempted the frame- 
up in the firs t place which 
makes the contention and seeks 
to collect taxes. Furtherm ore, 
c iv il liberties cases like  the 
Bridges case are not ju s t per­
sonal casesM -They invo lve the 
constitu tiona l libe rties  of all 
Americans. I t  is because they 
are public issues, tha t the pub­

lic  contributes to them  in the 
firs t place.

More to the po in t is the action 
of Warehouse Local 6 which 
passed a resolution asking the 
Governm ent to repay the costs 
of Bridges’ long figh t against 
repeated efforts to deport him . 
The local w il l  urge C a lifo rn ia  
Congressmen to sponsor legisla­
tio n  re im bursing the un ion fo r 
"lega l expenses to w h ich  i t  has 
been pu t by reason o f the un ­
jus tified  attacks made against 
i t  over the last 25 years."

(Continued from  Page 1) 
er at long last called fo r exten­
sion of benefits fo r 13 weeks. 
B ills  fo r such extension have 
now  been in  Congress fo r 

, weeks w ith o u t passage. Con- 
' trast th is to the emergency 
trea tm ent the House gave a 
b il l  appropria ting  $1.8 b illio n  
to guarantee mortgages and en­
courage banks and other cred it 
agencies to lend fo r p riva te  
housing (at the same tim e up ­
p ing  the in te rest rates banks 
can charge on veterans' homes). 
This b ill,  described by Senator 
Monroney as “ a b illio n  do lla r 
bounty fo r money lenders”  
when i t  passed the Senate, was 
adopted on M arch 19 by the 
House w ith o u t debate — one 
m inute  a fte r i t  h a d  b e e n  
brought onto the floor.

A  clear example of how l i t ­
tle  the leaders o f the Demo­
cratic  P a rty  heed the demands 
of organized la b o r is seen on 
the tax  cut issue. The recent 
A F L -C IO  Emergency C onfer­
ence in W ashington made an 
im m ediate tax cut to bolster 
w orkers’ purchasing power its

TOUGH SLED D IN G
A leader o f the YW C A says 

her organization is facing in ­
creasing Communist com peti­
tion  in Asia, the M iddle East 
and South America.

Book-a -M onth
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L IF E  A N D  D EA TH  
IN  SO VIET RUSSIA 
By V a len tin  Gonzalez 

A nd Ju lian  G ork in  
218 pages

O rig ina l Price $3.50 
Book-a-M onlh Price $1 
(plus 15 cents postage) 

P IONEER PUBLISH ER S 
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num ber one demand. The form  
labor proposed was an increase 
in the basic dependent’s ex­
em ption from  the present $600 
to $700. or a 90-day w ith h o ld ­
ing tax holiday.

Despite A F L  - CIO pressure 
the Democratic leaders con­
cluded a deal w ith  the adm in­
is tra tion  against anv move on 
tax cuts before m id -A p ril, the 
tim e Eisenhower has set fo r 
opening the question. As the 
New Y o rk  Timas (M arch 24) 
observes, "D em ocratic leaders 
of Congress have baen q u ie tly  
exe rting  th e ir influence, w ith  
apparent success, against any 
rank-and-iile  ag ita tion fo r la x  
reduction."

W AGES IN  SOUTH
An A F L -C IO  team doing re ­

search on wages in a typ ica l 
Southern tow n found: a g ir l 
c lerk in  a chain drugstore 
earning 39c an hour fo r a 58- 
hour week; a male grocery 
c lerk earning a gross wage of 
$35 fo r a 60-hour week; hotel 
e levator operators getting 37Vic 
an hour.
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C ity Quota Paid Percent

Buffa lo ............. ............ $1500 $525.00 35
Cleveland 750 224.10 30
Chicago 1716 475.00 28
Los Angeles 4600 1171.00 25
New York 5000 1013.70 20
T w in  C ities ..... ..........  1742 324.50 19
D e tro it 825 150.00 18
M ilw aukee ....... ............  300 55.00 18
Youngstown 300 50.00 17
A llen tow n  ....... 112 15.00 13
South ................. ............  200 25.00 13
Boston 600 45.00 8
N ewark 265 5.00 2
Seattle ............... ...........  550 10.00 2
Oakland ......... 265 — _
Philadelphia 528 — —

P ittsburgh  ....... ............  10 — _
St. Louis 80 — _
San Francisco ............  440 — _
Denver ............. ............  40 — _
General ............. ............  177 — —

Totals through
March 25 .......... ......... $20,000 $4,088.30 20
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U.S. and Algerian Independence
For three-and-a-half years French 

im peria lism  has been slaughtering A lg e r­
ians who w ant th e ir co u n try ’s independ­
ence. The steadily increasing num ber of 
burned-out A rab  villages is g rim  evidence 
of the te rro r and reprisa l w a r the French 
m ilita ry  is ca rry ing  on. The concentra­
tion  camps are filled , thousands o f A lg e r­
ians are at random subjected to French 
“ ra k in g ”  raids in  w hich women and c h il­
dren suffer b ru ta litie s  and men are often 
wounded or k illed  as examples. T ortu re  
of prisoners by the French police is a 
standard procedure.

The Am erican people, reca lling  the 
o rig in  of th is  country, believe tha t i f  a 
people w ant th e ir  independence they 
should have it. Thus there has never 
been any popu la r sym pathy in  the U.S. 
fo r French im peria lism ’s w a r in  A lgeria . 
B u t tha t does not acquit Am ericans of 
respons ib ility  in  the cu rren t burn ing , 
k ill in g , and to rtu r in g  in  A lgeria .

The fact is tha t French im peria lism  
has been able to ca rry  on its w a r against 
the A lge rian  people fo r th is  long, and can 
continue to ca rry  i t  on, on ly  because of 
U.S. m ilita ry  and financia l aid. The huge 
sums and huge quantities of m un itions 
supplied by W ashington exp la in  the 
French governm ent’s obstinate course on 
the A lge rian  question. How m any b illions  
the U.S. has already furn ished at the 
Am erican taxpayer’s expense is a closely 
kept “ security ”  secret. B u t p rac tica lly  
every th ing  being used against the A lg e r­
ians— except the e lectric to rtu re  machines,

w hich appear to have been inherited  by 
the French police from  the Nazi Occupa­
tion— has its  o rig in  in  the U.S.

This was shown in  the bombing raid 
on the neu tra l Tunisian v illage  o f Sakiet- 
S idi-Youssef last m onth. The planes, 
rockets, bombs and bu lle ts  came from  the 
U.S. — weapons fo r “ defense of the free 
w o rld .”

N or can the means of m urdering  
A lgerians be passed off as a help to the 
people of France. The French common 
people detest the “ d ir ty ”  w ar in  A lgeria . 
The young draftees have staged repeated 
demonstrations and m utin ies against be­
ing sent to A lgeria . B u t the French people 
have had as l i t t le  to say about pa rtic ipa ­
tion  in  th a t w ar as the Am erican people 
had to say about pa rtic ipa tion  in  the 
Korean War.

Bolstered by U.S. arms and U.S. 
funds, the ru le rs  o f France have taken 
one step a fte r another to destroy c iv il 
libe rties  in  France. The wholesale sup­
pression o f newspapers, the special laws 
against A lgerian  workers in France, the 
“ treason”  tr ia ls  o f opponents of the war, 
have brought France to the present s itua­
tion  where the po litica l atmosphere is 
fu l l  o f ta lk  of possible coup d ’etats and 
a fascist regime.

Am erican workers can b ring  the 
bloodshed in  A lge ria  to an end and help 
the French people m a in ta in  po litica l 
democracy by forc ing the U.S. govern­
m ent to stop acting as the quarterm aster 
and finance o fficer of French im peria lism .

Judge Kaufman's Promotion
Judge Irv in g  R. K aufm an is now 

w a itin g  fo r prom otion. On M arch 23 the 
N.Y. Times announced tha t President 
Eisenhower is expected to send his name 
to the Senate soon fo r appointm ent to 
the Court of Appeals fo r the Second C ir­
cuit.

“ A n  unusual aspect of the prospec­
tive  appo in tm ent”  according to the Times, ‘ 
“ is the fact of a Republican A d m in is tra ­
tio n ’s p ick ing  a Dem ocrat fo r  w ha t is, 
a fte r the Supreme Court, the most im ­
portan t appellate court in  the coun try .”

The Tim es’ explanation fo r  th is  “ un­
usual”  procedure is the strong backing 
K aufm an has in Congress. Th is includes 
Republican Senator Styles Bridges, Dem­
ocratic Senator Estes K efauver and Rep­
resentative Em m anuel Celler.

B u t i t  is clear to us tha t the pressure 
fo r  Judge K aufm an is m otivated by the 
fee ling  tha t he should have a vote of 
confidence fo r decreeing Ju lius  and E the l 
Rosenberg’s execution and sentencing 
M orton  Sobell to 30 years in  prison. In ­
deed Senator Bridges has praised K a u f­
man h ig h ly  fo r his hand ling  of the Rosen­
berg tr ia l.

Judge K au fm an ’s no to rie ty  rests on 
his ro le  in  tha t tr ia l. I t  was an unusual 
role. A lthough  i t  wasn’t  customary, he 
assumed sole respons ib ility  fo r the crue l 
sentences he imposed upon the defend-

ants in tha t period o f w a r and hysteria. 
I t  was customary fo r a judge in  his posi­
tion  to ask the governm ent fo r its rec­
ommendation before sentencing. Kaufm an 
d id n ’t.

The Supreme Court, con tra ry  to 
popular opinion, never reviewed the case 
or K au fm an ’s sentence. As Justice Hugo 
B lack pointed out a fte r the Rosenbergs 
were executed, “ I t  is not amiss to point 
out tha t th is C ourt has never affirm ed 
the fairness of the t r ia l below. W ithou t 
an affirm ance of the fairness of the tr ia l 
by the highest court in  the land there 
m ay always be questions as to w hether 
these executions were lega lly  and r ig h t­
fu l ly  carried out.”

In  the years tha t have passed since 
then the doubts have spread. In  our op in­
ion the Rosenbergs were lega lly  m urdered.

W hen K aufm an heard the pleas fo r 
m ercy th a t fo llow ed his shocking sen­
tence, he pointed out tha t the defendants 
had refused to adm it gu ilt. They there­
fore sought “ justice, not m ercy,”  and he 
added, “ W hat they seek they have at­
ta ined.”  To Kaufm an, on ly  a confession 
could have brought mercy. The Rosen­
bergs insisted they were innocent; so they 
had to die.

Should K aufm an realize h is am bi­
tio n  and get the appointm ent, the inno­
cent w i l l  have better cause fo r fear than 
the g u ilty .

Letters from Our Readers
Praises Article 
And Speech
E dito r:

F irs t le t me congratulate you 
on you r "Socia list Cure fo r the 
Depression”  a rtic le  in  the 
M arch 17 num ber o f your pa­
per, w hich was lik e  a fresh 
breeze fo r Socialist education 
in th is  country. Secondly, my 
old fr iend  James P. Cannon’s 
long speech, an appeal fo r u n ity  
o f a ll Socialist and other p ro ­
gressive groups, was excellent 
stuff, and I enjoyed i t  very 
much.

I  am a charter member of 
the CP here bu t everyth ing

B L A C K L IS T  U PH ELD
The Supreme C ourt dismissed 

a su it Feb. 23 by b lacklisted 
H o llyw ood actors and w rite rs.

New York
M IL IT A N T  

LA B O R  FO RUM  
"U.S. Policy in  N orth  A fr ic a " 

Speaker:
D A N IE L  ROBERTS

E d ito r the M ilita n t; Social­
ist W orkers P a rly  candidate 
fo r U.S. Senator from  New 
Jersey.

Sat., A p r il 5 —  8 P.M.
116 U n ive rs ity  Place 

Discussion Questions
C on tribu tion  50c 

Unem ployed Free

seemed to have died com pletely 
in  th is state capita l c ity.

Please accept a buck fo r the 
paper, w h ich  is a ll I  can spare 
ju s t now. In  closing, please 
keep up the good w o rk  and 
may socialism be discussed and 
explained in  the  columns of 
you r paper every week. I  re­
m ain fo r  socialism and social­
is t education.

M. C.
Trenton, N . J.

A  Housewife Speaks
O C apita lis t! Don’t  you know  

th a t I  read,
W hile  in  m y kitchen, o f your 

greed?
M illio n s  o f w orkers you have 

starved;
M illio n s  of w orkers you have 

robbed.

O C ap ita lis t! Don’t  you know  
tha t I  pray,

W hile  in  m y k itchen every day, 
For peace and freedom fo r  

everyone,
And tha t your system shall soon 

be done.
M . W.
Los Angeles

About the CNP
E dito r:

S tatisticians often express the 
na tiona l ou tpu t as consisting of 
goods and services. This lum ps 
d iffe ren t entities and falsifies 
figures.

Service and ou tpu t are d is­
tin c tive . They do no t have the

same value as entities. Service, 
i f  p roductive, creates output. 
Much service, however, is not 
productive. S u c h  servicers, 
therefore, are parasitic consum­
ers. In  fact, in  our modern 
economy, there are more con­
sumers than producers. This 
accounts fo r the in fla tion  of 
prices and the high cost o f 
liv in g . To reduce prices and 
costs, the economy m ust be 
inverted, so tha t there w il l  be 
more producers and few er con­
sumers. A ll  unearned income 
must be abolished.

Th is in te rp re ta tion  is not tra ­
d itiona l, conventional o r o rth ­
odox, bu t who w ould  re fu te  it?

Joseph M anlet
Cleveland

Redirect Budget
E dito r:

A  tim e fo r action has come 
to d irect tha t big w ar budget— 
around $47 ’/ i b ill io n  —  towards 
bu ild ing  up the country and 
the w orld . We w an t to live , eat 
and sleep w e ll. N ot organize 
our unemployed young men 
in to  arm ies to m urder our less 
w ea lthy brothers o f the w o rld  
in  the name o f w ar corpora­
tions. Remember th a t nuclear 
fa llo u t affects humans of a ll 
races. That means you!

R. H.
P.S. I t  w on’t take too much 

to regear from  cannon and 
rocket to fa rm  trac to r and 
reaper. H ow  m any of you are 
tire d  o f the fum e-filled  city?

French Liberal's Plan for Holding Algeria
L IE U T E N A N T  IN  A LG E R IA , by Jean-Jacques Servan-Schreiber 

A lfre d  A. Knopf, New Y ork, 1957, S3.50.

Reviewed by  P h ilip  M agri

Jean-Jacques Servan-Schrei­
ber is a young French jo u rn a l­
ist, ed ito r of the libe ra l weekly 
L ’Express and a close po litica l 
associate of fo rm er prem ier 
P ierre Mendes-France. In the 
1955 election campaign he and 
the other “ Mendesists,”  like  the 
Socialist Party  o f M o lle t, cam­
paigned against the A lgerian 
w ar and promised peace. When 
the tr ium ph  of the "Republican 
F ron t”  led, not to peace, bu t to 
tota l w a r against the A lgerian  
people, Servan-Schreiber as a 
reserve lieutenant in  the French 
arm y volunteered fo r active 
du ty in A lgeria . The libe ra l in ­
te llectual went off to wage the 
colonial w ar he supposedly op­
posed.

L ieu tenant in  A lge ria  is the 
story of Servan-Schreiber's six 
month lo u r o f d u ty  in  A lgeria . 
I t  is an illu m in a tin g  book —  
illu m in a tin g  as to the nature of 
the A lgerian  w ar. and equally

revealing of the author's own 
po litica l position (w hich is also 
the position of many other 
Frenchmen who pass fo r op 
ponents of the war.)

Servan-Schreiber is outspok­
en and deadly in  his descrip 
tion  of the French methods of 
“ pacification”  in A lgeria . The 
book begins w ith  the story be­
h ind  an everyday newspaper 
item  about the “ te rro rism  o f a 
m in o rity  from  which France is 
protecting the A lgerian Peo­
ple” : “ Yesterday at — the oc­
cupants o f a tru ck  machine- 
gunned people in the streets. 
Fortunate ly, only one man was 
wounded.”
REBEL ASSASSIN ATIO N

The rea lity , of course, was 
somewhat d ifferent. A  man had 
been wounded, a ll r ig h t— m or­
ta lly  wounded, shot down w ith ­
out reason and in cold blood 
by a hero o f the A rm y  o f Pa­
cification. The witnesses, all

W. Germans Show S o lid a r ity

German and A fro -A s ian  students stage demonstration 
fo r A lgerian  freedom fighter, Jam ila  Bouhired, a 22-year- 
o ld g ir l tha t French had sentenced to death. Dem onstration 
was pa rt o f w o rld  ou tcry against the barbarous sentence, 
w h ich  French President Coty commuted to life  im prison­
ment at hard labor in  m id-M arch.

Moslems, had fled in te rro r and 
the k i lle r  had d riven  off in his 
jeep when the local French 
m ilit ia  a rrived  on the scene of 
w hat obviously was another 
“ rebel assassination.”  A t th is 
po in t a tru ck  b ring ing  six A l­
gerian w orkers back from  the ir 
day’s w o rk  in the local m ine 
arrived in the town. The m ilit ia  
stopped the tru ck— could these 
be the rebels?—and began to 
question the drive r.

"The d r iv e r trem bled like  a 
leaf. The more he stammered, 
the angrie r P rato and the 
others grew, and the more they 
shouted at h im , the worse he 
shook. The dialogue became 
com pletely nonsensical. They 
w ould  have to beat h im  up.”

A fra id  o f being lynched on 
the spot, the w orkers took ad­
vantage o f a mom entary d is­
traction to flee. A  French A rm y  
tru ck  q u ick ly  set off in  p u r­
su it o f the "te rro ris ts .”  “ As the 
Arab, tru ck  continued its head­
long fligh t, the Opex-ation was 
carried out w ith o u t a h itch. A t 
five m inutes past e igh t the A r- 
bateche m ine tru ck  was in the 
d itch  by the road and the 
workei-s wei*e ridd led  w ith  b u l­
lets, k ille d  on the spot."

A  book much longer than 
L ieu tenant in  A lge ria  could be 
filled  w ith  stories of th is  sort 
and worse, much worse, bu t 
th is  is not Servan-Schreiber’s 
pux-pose. He is content to estab­
lish  the real atmosphei'e o f the 
war, w h ich  he can sum up 
tow ard  the close o f the book 
like  th is : “ The w a r continued 
its monotonous coux'se. Opera­
tions and encirclem ents suc­
ceeded n ig h t patrols; outrages 
and destructions fo llow ed th e ir 
usual cycle.”  His basic concern 
is to te ll the stoi-y of the “ good” 
French soldiers, those seeking 
a genuine “ pacification,”  those 
who reject the po licy  o f sys­
tem atic atrocities against the 
A lgerian  people.
B L A C K  COM M ANDO S 

In  his s ix  months in  A lgeria  
Servan-Schreiber was closely 
associated w ith  soldiers o f th is 
s o il in  a p ro ject called the 
“ B lack C o m m a n d o s . ”  The 
‘Commandos”  were units of 

French soldiers sent out to 
move through the A rab  v i l ­
lages, l iv in g  among the  peo­
ple, gaining th e ir confidence

Women in the Liberation Army
By CONSTANCE FARR 

"P robab ly  the most s ign ifi­
cant re form  the nationalists 
have attempted is emancipation 
of A rab women, and th is has 
become one of the d riv in g  forces 
of the whole m ovem ent," w rites 
Joseph K ra ft in  the Jan. 18 
Saturday Evening Post. K ra ft, 
an Am erican correspondent who 
spent three weeks w ith  the 
A lgerian  freedom fighters, re ­
ports tha t up to the outbreak 
of the w ar fo r independence, 
A rab women were s ti l l  kep t in 
seclusion from  the w o rld  know n 
as purdah. Even m idd le  and

upper-class A rab  women were 
kept so ignorant tha t they were 
unable to keep household ac­
counts, nurse sick ch ildren, or 
even, in  some cases, do the 
da ily  m arketing. Because of 
th e ir ignorance, they were re ­
gained w ith  contempt.

Every single woman tha t 
K ra ft m et behind the na tiona l­
ist lines was fu l l  o f self con­
fidence and eagerness to learn. 
H a rd ly  any s til l wore the  ve il. 
W ith  most of the men away— 
in  prison, in  the L ibera tion  
A rm y  or in  France— they were 
le ft in  v ir tu a l charge o f the

Ceylon Stri kers M ake Gains; 
Defy New Restrictive Law

COLOMBO, CEYLO N, M arch 18 —  The wave of 
strikes in itia ted  by the Ceylon Federation of Labor in  
the p riva te  sector o f Ceylon’s economy is ju s t coming to 
an end. This federation is c o n - s ­
tro lled  by the Lanka Sama 
Samaja P a rty  (T ro tsky is t), b ig ­
gest w orking-class party  in  the 
country.

The s tr ike  wave dealt a se­
vere b low  to the G overnm ent’s 
new a n ti-w o rk in g  class indus­
tr ia l leg islation, and to the 
Communist P arty  leaders, who, 
guided by th e ir line  o f support 
fo r the Government, advised 
th e ir  unions to adhere to the 
provisions of the new industria l 
legislation.

The wave of strikes in the 
p riva te  sector fo llow ed that in 
the state-owned sector o f the 
economy w hich came to an end 
about tw o months ago. Under 
pressure of the ris ing  cost of 
liv in g , governm ent workers, led 
by  the ra ilw a y  workers, struck 
fo r a read justm ent o f th e ir 
wage scales. The s tr ike  para­
lyzed is land-w ide ra il transport 
in  particu la r. The T ro tsky is t 
leadership o f these strikes was 
w ide ly  recognized and Comrade 
N. M. Perera of the Lanka 
Sama Samaja P a rty  negotiated 
w ith  the Governm ent on be­
h a lf o f the workers. W iih  the 
governm ent's i m m e d i a t e  in ­
crease of the w orkers ' special 
cost-o f-liv ing  allowance by 17.50 
rupees ($3.68) and the promise 
to readjust the wage scales 
w ith o u t delay, the strikes were 
called off.

The governm ent, an tic ipating  
a demand fo r extending the 
new cost - o f - l iv in g  allowance 
won by the governm ent w o rk ­
ers to the p riva te  sector, passed 
legislation em powering i t  to re­
fe r any in d us tria l- .d ispu te  at 
any stage to an ' Indus tria l 
Court. According to th is  legis­
la tion , the parties to the dis­

pute are forced to abide by the 
d e c i s i o n  of the Indus tria l 
C ourt and avoid a ll strikes or 
lockouts both du ring  and a fte r 
the court proceedings. C ritic ism  
of the award, too, is illega l.

The opposition to the Ban- 
daranaike governm ent in  P a r­
liam ent, led by the LSSP, ex­
posed th is leg is la tion— as an 
a n ti-w o rk ing  class measure. In 
th e ir c ritic ism  they were sup­
ported by the three Communist 
P a rty  members in Parliam ent, 
too, bu t a fte r the enactment 
the S ta lin ists advised the ir 
unions to agree to having th e ir 
d ispute over the 17.50-rupee 
cos t-o f-liv ing  allowance re fe r­
red to an Indus tria l Court. 
AD V IS E  STR IKE

The LSSP-led Ceylon Feder­
ation, on the other hand, ad­
vised a ll th e ir a ffilia ted  unions 
to resort to s tr ike  action on th is  
issue. In  th is  wave, the p rin c i­
pal s trike  was tha t of the o il 
w orkers at Shell, S tandard- 
Vacuum and Caltex. I t  nearly 
paralyzed the road transport o f 
the country.

Others invo lved in  the strikes 
were the engineering workers, 
shop and office employes, hotel 
and gas workers. A ll  these 
strikes, except the engineering 
w orkers ’ s trike , were settled 
w ith  the companies agreeing to 
pay the 17.50 rupees w ith  a r­
rears. The management o f the 
engineering companies are re ­
luc tan t to  settle on these terms 
because they are w a itin g  fo r 
the Indus tria l C ourt to award 
a lesser sum. I t  is hoped, how ­
ever, that i f  the strike-bound 
firm s can be forced to  grant 
the 17.50 rupees, the Indus tria l 
C ourt w i l l  make the same 
award.

villages. M any have jo ined the 
arm y as nurses and even as 
fighters.

Once when a na tiona lis t 
photographer came to take p ic­
tures o f the troops, the women 
in the v illage crowded around 
and asked to be included. 
“ S orry,”  the photographer said, 
“ these pictures are on ly of the 
fighters.”  One o f the women 
flung back, “ A re  we not fig h t­
ers? We cook fo r the soldiers, 
we wash, we clean, we mend; 
also we make uniform s, de live r 
the m ail and stand guard. A re  
we no t fighters?”

K ra ft  attended a wom en’s 
meeting, rem iniscent o f the 
meeting o f Chinese women des­
cribed by Jack Belden in  China 
Shakes The W orld. There were 
about ten women present, dress­
ed in  th e ir  best s ilks  and em­
broideries. A  few carried c h il­
dren. They were addressed by a 
17-year-old A rab g ir l, the secre­
ta ry  to the p o lit ica l officer fo r 
the d is tric t. K ra ft describes her 
as looking  like  a Pocahontas. 
“ She spoke in  short, fie ry, h o r­
ta to ry  sentences . . . H er theme 
was courage.”
H O LD  FAST FOR FREEDOM

“ We m ust no t be a fra id ,”  she 
began, “ bu t m ust ho ld  fast fo r 
freedom and to be respected in  
the w orld . We have good morale 
and un ity . The enemy w il l  
break his head on our un ity . 
Justice and v ic to ry  w i l l  go to 
men o f good w ill.  I t  is true 
th a t we have d ifficu lties . Our 
men are in  prison. O ur women 
and ch ild ren  are alone. B u t we 
m ust sacrifice every th ing  fo r 
lib e rty . We m ust keep abreast 
o f our brothers. We m ust do 
every th ing  we can to figh t fo r 
our country. I t  is the way to 
raise our women up. I f  we do 
our d u ty  today, tom orrow  we 
w il l  be free.”

W hen the g ir l had finished 
speaking, the women flocked 
around her asking questions. 
She translated the instructions 
on a can o f condensed m ilk  
from  French to A rab ic. Once, 
she consulted w ith  the po litica l 
o fficer and then to ld  a question­
er how fa r apart to  p lan t o live  
trees.

K ra ft  asked the women w hy 
they were so sure they were 
going to w in?

"W e figh t fo r p rinc ip les," one 
o f the women said. "The  French 
fig h t fo r the price o f tomatoes."

To his question as to w ha t 
they hoped to gain from  inde­
pendence, the re p ly  was, “ To­
m orrow, w ith  independence, we 
w il l  be able to ins truc t ou r­
selves. There w il l  be women 
policemen and postmen.”  A n ­
other answered, "Before, we 
were beasts of burden. We w il l  
never re tu rn  to th a t."

French Gestapo
A  detailed account o f the gruesome tortures he was 

subjected to by French paratroopers and th e ir officers, was 
somehow smuggled out of a French prison in  A lge ria  by 
H enri A lleg , ed ito r of a Com m unist newspaper. The tortures 
included use of e lectric-shock machines w ith  electrodes con­
nected to various parts of the body, inc lud ing  the sexual 
organs, to send the v ic tim  in to  excrucia ting  and repealed 
convulsions, as w e ll as the fo rc ing  o f w ater under pressure 
in to  the v ic tim .

In  its  attem pt to keep A lleg 's unchallenged story from  the 
public, the French governm ent has unleashed an attack on 
freedom of the press. The w e ll-know n , independent socialist 
paper, France-Observaleur, w hich tr ie d  to p r in t extracts of 
A lleg 's book, was seized by the police. S im ila r trea tm ent was 
g iven the libe ra l w eekly L'Express. On M arch 9, Paris police 
raided a p r in tin g  p lan t and smashed the  type fo r a pam phlet 
by Jean Paul Sartre on A lleg 's  exposures.

A lle g  te lls  how  in  in te rva ls  between the to rtu res his 
ja ilo rs  boasted tha t they were more expert than the Gestapo. 
One to rtu re r to ld  h im : "Y ou  w il l  ta lk . Everybody ta lks here. 
We fought in  Indo-China —  that's where we learned about 
you people. This is like  the Gestapo. Have you heard about 
the Gestapo?"

through friendsh ip , respect and 
assistance. In  th is  way, i t  was 
hoped, they w ould  not only 
gain in fo rm ation  lead ing to the 
m ilita ry  destruction o f the A l ­
gerian L ibe ra tion  A rm y  units 
in the area but also underm ine 
the “ rebels”  p o lit ica lly  by w in ­
n ing  the A lgerian  people to 
the French side.

The " B l a c k  Commandos" 
were, of course, a thorough 
fa ilu re . Rejected by the A lg e r­
ians they were equally d is trus t­
ed by the French H igh  Com­
mand, b lin d  to any methods 
but extreme, und iscrim ina iing  
repression.

Servan-Schreiber is saddened 
and perplexed by the fa ilu re  
of attem pts lik e  the “ B lack 
Commandos.”  He sees tha t the 
good and humane soldiers are 
a small m in o rity , lost in a sea 
of b ru ta lity . He quotes one of 
the leaders o f the "Com m an­
dos,”  Colonel Galland, about the 
a ttitude  of the French govern­
ment: “ They refuse to see tha t 
w ha t’s w rong  isn’t a series of 
‘cases’ b u t the whole system. 
They get ve ry  ind ignant about 
‘abuses,’ ‘extortions,’ and ‘de­
plorable incidents’— as i f  they 
were exceptions. The exception 
is jus t the opposite. The excep­
tions are people lik e  us . . . 
who are s ti l l  try in g  to ta lk  to 
the Arabs. B u t the torches 
these men carry are being ex­
tinguished one by  one.”

And Servan-Schreiber sees 
too, w hat is behind this a ll-ou t 
b ru ta lity  and te rro r— the in te r­
ests of a tin y  m in o rity  of fan ­
tastica lly  w ea lthy colons and 
the economic interests in  France 
itse lf tied to  them. He consid­
ers th is  fact to be the central 
problem  o f French po licy in 
A lgeria :
'M O D IF Y  FORMS'

“ The on ly means o f m a in ­
ta in ing  fo r  a few  years more 
the position of the French resi­
dents, as i f  is now, is force. 
A ny  other method, i f  i t  is to 
have some chance o f founding 
a durable fu tu re  fo r  France, 
w il l  au tom atica lly  lead to a 
m odification o f the p r  e s e n 1 
forms of colonization, and th is 
transform ation  w il l  be pa in­
fu l. . . .

“ A n  immense arm y has been 
sent down to A frica . Is i t  that 
a rm y’s job  to see the trans ition  
through by enforcing a certain 
order on the extrem ists on both 
sides du ring  the d iff ic u lt period 
o f change? I f  so, i t  w il l  be act­
ing as an um pire , m eeting the 
Arabs when th a t is necessary 
and opposing fe llo w  French­
men when tha t is necessary.

“ O r is the a rm y ’s sole objec­
tive  a s im p ler and more n a tu r­
al one, the protection of the 
French residents in  the social 
and economic set-up w h ich  
they have established and fo r 
w hich they exist? Such an a t­

tem pt is obviously doomed in  
the long run  . . . ”

A  cruel and hopeless p rob ­
lem ! For Servan-Schreiber is 
w e ll aware tha t “ the decision 
has been made. The F rench 
governm ent . . . has turned its 
arm y in to  a police force to  
m ainta in  the status quo." A nd  
faced w iih  th is  decision, S»r* 
van-Scheiber can propose no 
a lte rna tive— the best he can do 
is try  to "hum anize" the col­
on ia l w ar.

The reason fo r his b a n k ru p t­
cy is spotlighted by the things 
he h im se lf emphasizes in  his 
analysis: the necessity to change 
“ the position o f the French 
residents as i t  is now ," the  
need to m od ify  “ the present 
form s o f colonization.”  Behind 
his “ sym pathy”  fo r  the A lg e r­
ian people appears the re a lity  
— Servan-Schreiber, the libe ra l, 
is ju s t as much a co lon ia lis t as 
any “ r ig h tis t;”  jus t as much in  
favo r of “ a durable fu tu re  fo r 
France”  in A lgeria , ju s t as 
much Opposed to independence 
fo r the A lge rian  people, ju s t 
as much in  fa vo r o f suppres­
sion of the “ rebe llion ”  by force. 
He d iffers from  the “ u ltras”  on 
on ly  one po in t—the methods 
to be used to preserve French 
dom ination.
B L IN D  TO R EV O LU TIO N

Where Servan-Schreiber is 
b lind  to rea lities is no t on the 
French side, b u t on the A lg e r­
ian. He fa ils  to grasp tha t w h a t 
is happening in A lge ria  today 
is not a "rebe llion ,”  “ upris ing ,”  
or some o ther euphemism, b u t 
a fu ll-fledged revo lu tion , a 
struggle fo r  freedom  on the 
p a rt o f an en tire  people. He 
th inks  i t  is possible fo r a p ro ­
ject like  the “ B lack Comman­
dos”  to w in  the sym pathy o f 
the A lgerian  people when one 
o f th e ir avowed princip les is 
“ exem plary severity  w ith  the 
crim ina l outlaw s.”  He hoped 
that the French A rm y  sent to 
A lgeria  to crush the revo lu tion  
could do th is  and at the same' 
tim e be an “ um p ire ”  between 
A lgerians and colons. The les-' 
son emerges c learly  from  his 
book, so c learly  tha t even he 
half-sees i t— a counter-revo lu­
tionary  w ar can be fough t on ly  
by coun te r-revo lu tionary  meth­
ods, on ly  by b ru ta lity , to rtu re , 
and mass m urder.

The concern of the A lge rian  
people, and o f a ll revo lu tiona ry  
socialists, is not how  to p re ­
serve French ru le  in  A lgeria , 
but how  to  abolish it. A nd  in  
th is  they and they alone s trug­
gle fo r the real interests o f the 
French people.

UNPROTECTED
O nly 25 m illio n  U.S. w orkers 

are covered by the federal F a ir 
Labor Standards A c t (m in im um  
wage law ). Some 20 m illio n  
are not covered.

Calendar of Ev e n t s
CHICAG O

W ashington Park Free Speech 
Forum. Sunday, A p r i l  6, 3 to 
6 P.M. “ A  W hite  Southerner 
Looks at C iv il R ights fo r N e­
groes.”  Speaker: Eugene Fe ld­
man, editor, Southern Newslet­
ter. 306 E. 43rd St., 2nd F loor. 
Adm ission free.

•
NEW  YO R K

Sat., A p r i l  5, 8 P.M. “ U.S.
Policy in  N o rth  A frica .”  Speak­
er: D anie l Roberts, SWP Can­
didate fo r Senator from  New 
Jersey, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place. 
Ausp.: M ilita n t Labor Forum. 
C ontrib . 50 cents.

P a trick  H ehir, T r a n s p o r t

W orkers U nion m ilita n t w itc h - 
hunted out o f his job , w i l l  te l l  
his story, F riday, A p r i l  11, 8 
P.M. C on tribu tion  50<. Free to  
unemployed. Ausp.: M ilita n t
Labor Forum . 116 U n ive rs ity  
Place.

•
M IN N E A P O LIS

Socialist A c tion  R a lly  —  
“ Present Prospects fo r  U n ited  
Socialist P o litica l A c tion  in  
1958”  Speaker: D oro thy Schultz, 
fo rm er candidate fo r  U. S. 
Congress, 4th D ist. Discussion 
follows. Donation 50 i; unem­
ployed free. 322 Hennepin, H a ll 
No. 201. Saturday, A p r i l  5, 8 
P.M. Ausp.: Socia list W orkers 
Party.

W e're Mobilized for Freedom !!
W AN TED : You and a ll you r friends.

FOR: Reaching signers w iih  our appeal to the
President on behalf o f M orton  Sobell.

JU STIC E: Depends on you —  jo in  us

NOW : Every Saturday — 11 A .M . to 2 P.M.
Sunday —  1:30 to 4 P.M.

A t the L . A . Sobell Com m ittee Office,
462 No. W estern A v e „ Suite 3 H o lly w o o d  4-4725



The Negro Struggle
■ B y  JO H N  T H A Y E R  ------------------------------

India Celebrates Paul Robeson's 60th Birthday
To the chagrin of the W ashington 

po litic ians and B ig Business’ kept press 
th roughout the country, news comes from  
In d ia  of preparations of a nation-w ide 
honoring of Paul Robeson on A p r il 9, his 
s ix tie th  b irthday.

This tr ib u te  to the great Negro a rtis t 
and v ic tim  of the w itch  hunt, cannot be 
dismissed by A m erica ’s reactionary prop­
agandists as a “ red-insp ired”  action be­
cause P rim e M in is te r Nehru, his daugh­
te r, Mrs. In d ira  Ghandi, and “ Indians 
p rom inen t in  the arts, science and gov­
ernm ent have len t th e ir names”  as spon­
sors o f the event (Mar. 21 N.Y. Times.)

N ehru ’s le tte r to the celebration 
com m ittee said in  part: “ Th is is an oc­
casion w hich deserves celebration not 
on ly  because M r. Robeson is one of the 
greatest a rtis ts  of our generation, but 
also because he has represented and suf­
fered fo r a cause w h ich  should be dear 
to us a ll — the cause of human d ign ity . 
Celebration o f his b irthday is something 
m ore than a tr ib u te  to a great ind iv idua l. 
I t  is also a tr ib u te  to tha t cause fo r w hich 
he has stood and suffered.”

I t  is not on ly  from  Ind ia  tha t the 
U.S. State D epartm ent w i l l  receive th is 
d irec t slap in  the face. We may be sure 
th a t in  other countries s im ila r prepara­
tions on Robeson’s behalf are being made.

Robeson is a sym bol fo r a ll the w o rld

— and especially fo r the A fro -A s ian  w orld  
w h ich  has had its own b itte r  taste of 
w h ite  supremacism— of the struggle of 
the Am erican Negro. One doesn’t have to 
agree w ith  h im  p o lit ica lly  to recognize 
tha t he is a figure who, against a ll racist 
restrictions, pre judices and in justices, has 
achieved fu l l  stature as a man and artist. 
In  him  is seen a man who scorns content­
m ent w ith  mere personal success, who 
partic ipates p u b lic ly  in  the figh t fo r 
equa lity  a lthough th is  jeopardizes his 
career and fortune. For who w il l  deny 
tha t the m ainspring of Robeson’s po litica l 
a c tiv ity  and his consequent persecution 
by the w itch-hunters, who have made it  
almost impossible fo r h im  to appear as a 
concert a rtis t in Am erica and by refusal 
of a passport prevent h im  from  appearing 
abroad, is his dogged devotion to the 
struggle fo r Negro equality?

The masses o f Ind ia  feel great soli­
d a rity  w ith  the Negro people o f America. 
They feel contempt and hatred fo r U.S. 
im peria lism 's w itch-hunters. So w ide­
spread and strong are these feelings tha t 
even the top leaders of Ind ia  voice them. 
This is w hy Robeson’s b irthday  has been 
seized upon as an o ppo rtun ity  fo r tru m ­
peting them to the U.S. Such so lida rity  is 
hearten ing and he lp fu l to the Negro 
people and class-conscious w orkers of 
Am erica.

W. Side Romeo and Juliet
------------------------------------------------ B y  TR EN T H U T T E R -------------------------------------------------

A n  “ A m erican”  boy lov ing  a Puerto 
Rican g ir l am idst a ju ve n ile  gang w ar 
between “ Am ericans”  and Puerto Ricans 
on New Y o rk ’s West Side, a modern ve r­
s ion  of the Rom eo-and-Juliet theme w ith  
the dance becoming the dram atic medium, 
a m usical about “ tw o young lovers des­
troyed by a v io len t w o rld  of p re jud ice ” 
— these were the provocative ideas tha t 
director-choreographer Jerome Robbins, 
author A r th u r  Laurents, composer Leon­
ard Bernstein and ly r ic s -w rite r  Stephen 
Sondheim had to w o rk  w ith  in  p u tting  
together the Broadway show “ West 
Side S to ry .”  The ideas, o r ig in a lly  con­
ceived by M r. Robbins, the show’s real 
star, were fu l l  of possib ilities and dangers.

There is no reason w hy  ju ve n ile  
gangs and d iscrim ina tion  should not pro­
v ide  the subject m a tte r fo r a serious 
p lay, h a lf ba lle t, h a lf spoken and sung. 
I t  is a bold pro ject indeed, bu t there is 
no th ing  w rong w ith  boldness in  the arts 
i f  coupled w ith  genius and sureness of 
taste. “ West Side S to ry ”  is a h it  on Broad­
way. Tha t is not surpris ing: Juven ile  
crim e is topical, and so is Leonard B ern­
stein who tries to be the g lam or-boy of 
music. A nd  Robbins’ dances are b r il l ia n t 
and im aginative ; his staging is ve ry  good.

Y e t the p lo t d id  not e n tire ly  satisfy 
me. M r. Laurents is a competent cra fts­
man bu t no genius. H is ou tc ry  against 
d iscrim ina tion  is unequivocal, bu t I  am 
under the impression tha t he does not 
know  too much about Puerto Ricans. H is 
“ Puerto Ricans”  rem ain somewhat ab­
stract, w ith  a few  picturesque tra its  add­
ed. A nd w h y  are most of these stage 
Puerto  Ricans played by non-Puerto R i­
cans? There are qu ite  a few  talented 
Puerto  Rican actors, actresses, singers

and dancers around, some of them des­
pera te ly  look ing  fo r w ork.

Psychologically, I have certa in  doubts 
about the scene where we see the lovers 
in  bed im m edia te ly  a fte r the boy-friend 
has — u n in te n tio n a lly  —  k ille d  the g ir l ’s 
brother. And there is an atrocious num ­
ber in  the second act, a m ix tu re  of low  
comedy and smart-alec lyrics, which, 
com ing a fte r th is k ill in g , com plete ly shat­
ters any u n ity  of sty le and mood.

Shakespeare knew how to f it  comic 
or trag i-com ic in terludes in to  his trag­
edies, in tens ify ing  mood and atmosphere 
by a k ind  of dram atic  counterpoint. B u t 
M r. Laurents is de fin ite ly  no Shakespeare. 
N or is he an Oscar Ham m erstein.

As fo r M r. B ernste in ’s music, i t  cer­
ta in ly  is fa r from  being the w orst I  have 
heard on Broadway; but, liv e ly  as i t  is, 
i t  isn ’t the best e ither. I t  does, however, 
succeed in  evoking the candy-store juke  
boxes and in conveying the rh y th m  of the 
b ig  c ity ; and i t  also has some moments 
o f greater sensitiveness.

Despite its  shortcomings, the p lay 
qu ite  t ru th fu lly  depicts the ro le  of teen­
age gangs formed to figh t m ino rities  tha t 
are m oving or have moved in to  th e ir 
neighborhood, and o f those gangs form ed 
by the m ino rities  p r im a r ily  fo r self-de­
fense.

Moreover, the p lay does not a ttem pt 
to g lo r ify  the police. A nd  although i t  may 
not be perfect, i t  s t il l represents a w o rth ­
w h ile  experim ent o f the contem porary 
Am erican theatre— a g ripp ing  dance- 
drama w ith  a background of present-day 
tension and a hope of fu tu re  brotherhood 
symbolized by the lovers, the trag ic v ic ­
tim s of a society tha t generates so much 
d is trus t and hatred.

Fringe Benefits
---------------- B y  JOYCE C O W LEY -----------------

Fringe benefits fo r executives includes 
hideaw ay hun ting  lodges, yachts, p riva te  planes 
and ra ilroad cars, jaunts to exotic w ate ring  
places and spectacular soirees. I  got the lis t 
from a recent a rtic le  in  the W a ll Street 
Journal w hich  explains tha t corporations con­
sider expenditures of th is  k in d  necessary to 
aid executive morale and spur business.

Executive morale m ust be at a new low  
judg ing  by the ex trao rd ina ry  measures tha t 
are requ ired to prop it up. For example, a 
p lyw ood firm  spends $10,000 a year on a qu ie t 
woodland retreat, ju s t fo r runn ing  expenses. 
Th is  covers w ell-stocked fishing and hun ting  
preserves and p len ty  of free liquor.

The F lorida  ranch o f a food m anufacturer 
sounds even better. A typ ica l breakfast menu 
— platters of fr ied  eggs, pancakes, hom iny 
grits , pork chops, country fr ied  steaks, saus­
ages, biscuits, ham and bacon— is enough to 
ind icate  tha t i t  promotes physical w e ll being, 
b u t i t ’s the hunting tha t makes the place so 
popular. Stocks of pheasants are released jn  
such numbers that "b irds  come at you lik e  a 
fre ig h t tra in  and i t ’s k ind  of like  shooting 
fish in  a barre l.”  Anyone who can hold a gun 
is sure to bag some game, and th is  gives d is­
p ir ite d  executives a w onderfu l sense of 
achievement.

A  Texas o il company supplies its  ch ief 
executive w ith  a Boeing S tratocru isor so tha t 
he can trave l com fortab ly. I t  requires 2,000 
gallons of expensive avia tion  fue l fo r a single 
f i l l in g  o f its  tanks.

The Conrad H ilton  Hotel rents suites fo r 
executive conferences at $300 a day. For th is 
you get a 2,000 square-foot, liv in g  room, and 
a couple o f bedrooms w ith  color TV, satin 
sheets and cashmere blankets, w hich explains 
w h y  i t  is possible to spend as much as $9,000 
on a three day conference. Enterta inm ent 
comes even higher. "O il men ere big spend­
ers," a hotel manager concedes, "b u t i t  lakes 
bankers, p a rtic u la rly  Eastern bankers, to 
throw a real shindig. A cockta il pa rty  costing 
$8,000 to $10,000 is about standard for them ."

B u t the recession is affecting a ll areas of

U.S. economy and even the company expense 
budget, w h ich  covers so m any items obviously 
v ita l to the prom otion of new business, has 
begun to feel the pinch. A  Southwestern m an­
u fac tu re r has ordered its trave ling  vice presi­
dent to eat in hotel d in ing  rooms instead of 
tak ing  his breakfast in  bed. A  steel company 
famous fo r its parties fo r v is it in g  o ilm en has 
discontinued the custom ary ra ffle  of p re tty  
girls.

F u rthe r hardship is caused by investiga­
tions of the In te rn a l Revenue Service w hich 
check company expense deductions to deter­
m ine w hether they are fo r leg itim ate  business 
costs, or just a fo rm  o f tax-free  compensation 
fo r executives. B u t I'm  sure a v is it to a h un t­
ing lodge or ranch w ould  convince any doubt­
fu l o ffic ia l tha t these investments are valuable 
fo r bu ild ing  goodw ill and m a in ta in ing  happy 
re lationships w ith  customers.

In  fact, l iv in g  i t  up in one o f these re ­
treats sounds ve ry  a ttrac tive  to me, and I 
ce rta in ly  don 't th in k  corporations should d is­
continue this k in d  of lu x u ry  spending. On 
the contrary, I have been suddenly inspired 
w ith  an idea fo r the more extensive use of 
corporation yachts, Stratocruisers, ranches, 
lodges and executive suites.

I f  executive m orale is so shaky, the m or­
ale o f unemployed workers, w h ich  is being 
subjected to even greater stra in, m ust need 
bolstering, too. President E isenhower has said 
on numerous occasions tha t the most im p o rt­
ant th ing  we can a ll do to aid recovery is to 
m ain ta in  a cheerful and op tim is tic  a ttitude, 
and 1 know that business executives w an t to 
do every th ing  they can to aid recovery.

I th in k  they can make a real con tribu tion  
by opening up all o f these luxu rious  fac ilities  
to the unemployed. A fte r  five days of job 
hunting, a w orke r could go cru is ing  in a 
yacht, o r step on a plane and spend the w eek­
end in F lorida. The food, rest and en te rta in ­
ment w ould ce rta in ly  put h im  in  a better 
fram e of m ind fo r looking  through help w a n t­
ed ads, hanging around em ploym ent agencies 
and tram p ing  the streets.
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Police B ru ta lity  Angers 
Negroes in M ilw aukee

M IL W A U K E E , M arch 21 —  Pressure, threats and 
s tr in g -p u llin g  had to be employed by the adm in is tra tion  
of M ayor F rank P. Ze id ler to prevent a mass parade and
prayer dem onstration by thisf- 
c ity ’s Negro com m unity against 
police b ru ta lity . The parade had 
been scheduled fo r March 23 
and was to cu lm inate in  a 
prayer m eeting in  fro n t of Po­
lice Headquarters.

A nger w ith  police b ru ta lity  
reached the bo iling  po in t on 
Feb. 2 w ith  the k ill in g  o f D an­
iel Bell, 22-year-old Negro, by 
a m otorcycle policeman. Bell 
had fled the scene o f a m inor 
tra ffic  v io la tion . I t  is charged 
tha t upon catching Bell the po­
liceman, w ith o u t provocation, 
shot h im  in  the back. Public 
dissatisfaction w ith  the police 
w hitewash o f the k ill in g  forced 
the re luc tan t D is tr ic t A tto rney  
to schedule an inquest.

The cop testified tha t he shot 
B e ll in  the back because the 
la tte r drew  a kn ife . A  w h ite  
witness to the k ill in g , pu t on 
the stand a t the insistence of 
the dead m an’s fam ily , testified 
tha t there was no kn ife  in  the 
v ic tim ’s hands. Nonetheless the 
a ll-w h ite  ju ry  refused to in ­
dict.

A  citizens com m ittee was 
spontaneously formed, and from  
a protest m eeting emerged the 
C hris tian  C iv il League w ith  
Rev. R. L . Lathan as president. 
I t  issued the ca ll fo r the parade.

The Ze id le r adm in is tra tion  fo r 
s ix weeks d id  its utm ost to 
prevent a protest by M ilw aukee 
Negroes. Policemen v is ited  Ne­
gro m inisters w arn ing  against 
“ rad ica lism ,”  leading advocates 
of the protest march were fo l­
lowed, an investigation of Rev. 
Lathan was made in the hope 
o f find ing  m ateria l fo r a smear. 
Negro .p o litica l appointees and 
others tied to c ity  hall as w e ll 
as the professional Uncle Toms 
were m obilized to speak against 
the protest movement. The 
M ayor’s commission on human 
righ ts  was roused from  its 
slum ber to oppose it. In  face of

th is pressure, the C hristian 
C iv ic  League had to retreat. In ­
stead o f the march, another p ro­
test meeting w il l  be held at 
Rev. La than ’s church.

Ze id le r is described in many 
newspapers as a “ socialist”  
m ayor. This is an erroneous or 
bogus description. W hile  he is 
a lu m in a ry  of the r ig h t-w in g  
Socialist Party-Socia l Democra­
tic  Federation, he owes his 
election m a in ly  to deals w ith  
the Democratic P arty  machine 
w ith  whose po litics he is in 
closer accord than w ith  those 
of actual socialism.

A  N EAR  M A JO R IT Y
China and Ind ia  have a com­

bined population o f over one 
b illion . The estimated w orld  
population is 2.734,000,000.

D avid D ubinsky, Pres, of 
In l ' l  Ladies Garm ent W ork ­
ers Union addressing recent 
mass s trike  ra lly  at New 
York 's Madison Square G ar­
den. W alkout of the 105.000 
dressmakers was most com­
plete in  union's h is to ry  and 
secured tang ib le  gains.

Post Office Dismisses 
Two for Union Activity

SAN  FRANCISCO, March 19 
— The campaign o f in tim ida tion  
in itia ted  by the Post Office De­
partm ent tw o months ago 
against postal w orkers was step­
ped up here yesterday. The tw o 
top officers o f the U n ited  Postal 
W orkers Union were fired fo r 
leading a “ p icke t”  line  demon­
stra tion fo r h igher wages and 
better w o rk ing  conditions last 
November 17. Then to make 
sure tha t no postal w o rke r m is­
understood th a t new  and tough­
er regulations meant business 
the Post Office D epartm ent ban­
ned the w earing o f union b u t­
tons by postal workers.

The tw o fired men, Conrad 
C. Eustace, President of the 
union, and Thomas H. Monroe, 
secretary, charged that the ban 
on union buttons was “ ju s t fu r ­

the r in tim ida tion  of union o ff i­
cers s ti l l  employed by the Post 
O ffice.”

The order to leave union b u t­
tons at home came from  Reg­
ional Postal D irector C. Verne 
Scoggins who said: “ The Post 
Office wants employes w ith  
grievances to consult th e ir  su­
periors and not the shop stew­
ards.”

The tw o fired men have the 
assistance o f the Am erican C iv ­
i l  L ibe rties  U nion in th e ir 
fig h t to regain th e ir jobs. E rn ­
est Besig, N orthern  C a lifo rn ia  
D irector is in  charge o f the 
defense.

U. S. STATISTIC S
The U. S. has 6% o f the 

w o rld ’s population liv in g  on 
7% o f the w o rld ’s land area.

Grievance Man 
Barred; 10,000  
Workers Strike

CHICAG O , M arch 23—Ten thousand steel workers 
closed the Youngstown p lan t at Ind iana H arbor from  
12:30 P.M., M arch 20, to 4 P.M. yesterday. This is the 
second plant-wide strike with-4-
in  the last s ix months.

The s trike  was precip ita ted 
when the mechanical superin­
tendent had union grievance 
man Bernard W h ite  ejected 
from  the p lan t by tw o  company 
guards w h ile  he was in process 
o f bargain ing a grievance. The 
grievance invo lved the dow n­
grading o f an employe.

W hen the w orkers in  the 
E lectrica l D epartm ent saw the ir 
union g riever being ejected, 
they w alked out. They were 
fo llow ed by the men in  the 
Mechanical and B lacksm ith de­
partm ents —  some 300 in  a ll.

A fte r a b rie f meeting at the 
union ha ll they picketed a ll five 
gates o f the Youngstown plant. 
The outgoing day s h ift and the 
incom ing second and th ird  
sh ifts jo ined the line. The p lan t 
was shut down solid.
NO H ELP  FROM  GERM ANO

B u t the w orkers got no help 
from  the Germano d is tr ic t lead­
ership of th e ir union, the 
U n ited  Steel W orkers of A m e ri­
ca, and they d id n 't lik e  i t  one 
bit. On the p icke t line  they 
stated th e ir opin ion that Fore­
man H o lt and Superintendent 
Theis had the ga ll to eject 
W hite on ly  because the union 
leadership had become so soft 
w ith  management that they 
thought they could get away 
w ith  it.

On the p icke t lin e  and at 
yesterday’s jam -packed union 
m e e t i n g ,  the rank-and-file  
spokesmen demanded tha t the 
USW leadership stand up to the 
company and police the con­
tract.

The vote to re tu rn  to w ork 
was prefaced by m any asser­
tions du ring  the discussion from  
the floor th a t the rank-and-file

w ould closely watch fo rthcom ­
ing negotiations to re tu rn  the 
ejected union g riever to  his job. 
“ This is not the last s tr ike  at 
Youngstown i f  the company 
does not live  up to the con­
trac t,”  said the strikers.

The Germano leadership had 
prepared the “ re tu rn -to -w o rk ”  
meeting w ith  utm ost care. Then 
they w ent before the m em ber­
ship insisting the s tr ike  m ust 
end before g riever W hite  was 
reinstated.

The reasons they gave were 
(1) the un ion m ust obey the 
contract even w h ile  the com­
pany violates it ;  (2) the com­
pany is r ig h t in  contending th a t 
there can be no negotiations 
w h ile  the w orkers are on s tr ike ; 
(3) the T a ft-H a rtle y  law . In  
add ition  the offic ia ls to ld the 
ranks they must have confi­
dence in  th e ir leadership.

The s tr ike  itse lf is best tes ti­
m ony tha t the local's confi­
dence in  the Germano leader­
ship has about reached the 
bottom  of the barre l.

The s tr ike  means tha t the day 
is no t fa r off when the rank- 
and-file  w il l  present an u l t i ­
m atum  to the do-noth ing union 
officers. The mem bership is be­
g inn ing  to say: “ Do the job  
you were elected to do or get 
out o f our way. A nd to show 
th a t we mean to protect our 
union conditions, we are gath­
ering together to select from  
among us a leadership tha t w il l  
pu t the interests of the w o rk ­
ers before those o f the steel 
companies.”

IN C O M E D W IN D LE S

Am erican farm ers earned a 
net of 4% less in 1957 than in 
1956.

'Conspiracy' Verdict Endangers Unions
(The fo llo w in g  are excerpts 

from  an artic le  on the C leve­
land T a ft-H a rtley  case by Sam 
Pollock, President, Meatcutters 
Local 427 in  C leveland. I t  ap­
peared in  the M arch 18 Labor's 
D a ily . —  Ed.)

C LE V E LA N D  —  The seven 
defendants found g u ilty  in  the 
Cleveland T a ft-H a rtle y  “ con­
sp iracy”  case have announced 
the ir in ten tion  to appeal the 
b lanket sentence imposed by 
Federal Judge Paul C. Weick 
—  18 months in prison and a 
$2,500 fine each.

Should the appeal fa il, the 
labor m ovem ent w il l  be con­
fronted w ith  the most serious 
erosion o f basic union righ ts 
since 1840, when i t  won its 
firs t m ajor court decision in the 
Massachusetts Supreme C ourt 
tha t unions as such do not con­
s titu te  a conspiracy. P rio r to 
1840, associations of w orkers or 
unions were v iewed by the 
courts as “ conspiracies.”  
B L A N K E T  T R IA L

A  b l a n k e t  ind ictm ent, a 
b lanket tr ia l fo r a ll defendants, 
non-Communists and Commu­
nists, a b lanket find ing  of g u ilty  
and a b lanket sentencing in the 
Cleveland case demonstrate the 
dangers to c iv il r igh ts  and l ib ­
erties inherent in the conspiracy 
doctrine and law  when applied 
to groups. This is p a rticu la rly  
true  fo r unions today. And the 
unions are the most vu lnerab le  
if  associations, s im ila r ity  of 
ideas and coincidental actions 
are substituted fo r ind iv idua l 
responsib ility  f o r  ind iv idua l 
action in a c rim ina l or c iv il 
proceeding charging law  v io la ­
tion.

P rac tica lly  every court in ­
junc tion  applied to labor strikes, 
p icketing, etc., im plies a "con­
sp iracy" aspect in union ac­
tiv itie s . Contained in the Taft- 
H artley  law  is the fo llow ing  in ­
teresting language, not too w ell 
know n or understood by labor:

ERIC R EIN TH ALE R , prom ­
inent Cleveland un ionist, is 
one of seven persons convicted 
in  T -H  "conspiracy" tr ia l.

“ In  de term in ing  w hether any 
person is acting as an ’agent’ of 
another person so as to make 
such other person responsible 
fo r his acts, the question of 
w hether the specific acts per­
formed were actua lly  au thoriz­
ed or subsequently ra tified  shall 
not be con tro lling .”
G U IL T Y  OF IN N O C EN T ACT 

Whereas in a prosecution fo r 
a crim e the accused is charged 
on ly  w ith  his own acts or con­
duct. in  a conspiracy case he is 
charged w ith  the acts or con­
duct of others whom he never 
may have met. In  the Cleveland 
case the prosecution’s answer, 
when asked by the defense for 
a lis ting  of a ll overt acts charg­
ed to the defendants, stated 
b lu n tly : “ An act may be an in ­
nocent o r insignificant act, but 
i f  done in furtherance of the 
conspiracy such act becomes an 
overt act. . . .”

To hear the prosecution's 
version of what, happened, it 
was only the Communist P arty

that had o rig in a lly  opposed 
T a ft-H a rtle y  and then la te r 
came to the opin ion th a t i t  
should be complied w ith . Both 
the prosecution and the court 
were ve ry  im patien t w ith  sug­
gestions by the defense tha t the 
Com m unist P a rty  should not be 
given c red it as the on ly  organ i­
zation tak ing  those positions. 
They w ere also im patien t w ith  
the defense position that in  fact 
i t  was the unions tha t firs t op­
posed the law  and then decided 
to com ply on ly because non- 
compliance had serious disad­
vantages fo r the success o f o r­
ganizing campaigns.

The ju ry  got the p ic tu re  that 
since the Com m unist P arty  took 
these positions, the positions 
were e v il and carried w ith in  
them the kernel o f conspiracy 
w hich was charged against the 
defendants. When th is type of 
reasoning was compounded w ith  
the adm itting  of uncorroborated 
evidence, hearsay, coincidental 
or unrelated acts, g u ilt through 
associations — evidence inad­
m issible in o rd ina ry  crim ina l 
proceedings bu t pe rm itted  in 
“ conspiracy”  charges — the de­
fendants’ position was fo re ­
doomed.
CON SPIR ACY' WEB

Judge W eick in his instruc­
tions to the ju ry  advised them 
to consider w hether in the first 
instance there was a "consp ir­
acy.”  They could consider all 
the odds and ends o f evidence 
as part of a web in w hich all 
the defendants were enmeshed, 
even i f  it were uncorroborated 
evidence or testim ony given by 
paid inform ers. He also in ­
structed the ju ry  that if  they 
found that a “ conspiracy”  ex­
isted they must determ ine the 
ind iv idua l g u ilt or innocence of 
the defendants in re la tion to 
th is conspiracy.

P h ilip  M urray, late leader of 
the CIO, must have turned over 
in his grave at the obvious dis-

to rtion  in th is  t r ia l o f union 
h is to ry  and the accrediting to 
the Com m unist pa rty  of the 
stand taken by v ir tu a lly  every 
in te rna tiona l union, w hether 
A FL , CIO o r independent. . . .

The labor movem ent . . . has 
no t altered its o rig ina l stand of 
opposition to T a ft-H a rtle y  and 
Section 9(h) | w h ich provides
fo r the “ non-Com m unist”  oa th |. 
I t  so stated in the 1954 hearings 
before the Senate Com m ittee 
on Labor and Pub lic  W elfare 
on proposed revisions to the 
(T a ft-H a rtle y ) Labor-M anage­
m ent Relations A c t o f 1947, 
when a parade o f union o f­
ficials affirm ed the labor m ove­
m ent’s uncom prom ising opposi­
tion to the act.
DEMOS. GOP, LO O K OUT!

To heighten the irony of the 
C leveland “ conspiracy”  case is 
the position o f the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  fo r repeal o f the T a ft- 
H artley Law, and the position 
of the Republican P a rty  fo r 
amending the act to make i t  
“ fa ir  and ju s t”  — w ith  the 
Eisenhower A dm in is tra tion  now 
proposing, among other things, 
the o u tr ig h t repeal o f Section 
9(h). W ith  the in fin ite  va ria ­
tions through w hich the con­
spiracy doctrine can be applied, 
care had better be exercised by 
both Democrats and R epubli­
cans before they find them ­
selves enmeshed in the web of 
“ conspiracy”  woven fo r the 
unions. . . .

In  w inn ing  1 the C leveland] 
convictions, t h e governm ent 
achieved its step in in troducing  
the “ conspiracy”  doctrine in to  
the T a ft-H a rtle y  Law . B y  the 
selection, in th is case, o f con­
troversia l labor figures and by 
lin k in g  them to an unpopular 
po litica l grouping, it has es­
tablished legal precedents w h ich  
in the next stage o f the an ti- 
labor a c tiv ity  can be applied 
against the more “ respectable”  
unions and unionists.

Tha t the governm ent intends 
to extend the scope o f the “ con­
sp iracy”  doctrine in  connection 
w ith  T a ft-H a rtle y  is no longer 
speculation. Today, in  a c iv il 
suit, the N ational Labor Rela­
tions Board is m oving against 
the Sheet Metal W orkers Union, 
using concepts identica l to the 
C leveland “ conspiracy”  charges.

There is a grow ing concern 
in labor circles w ith  the th re a t 
to unions im p lic it and apparent 
in the Cleveland T a ft-H a rtle y  
case. When viewed in the lig h t 
o f the Eisenhower A d m in is tra ­
tion proposal to e lim ina te  Sec­
tion  9(h) from  the T a ft-H a rtle y  
Law, and when Com m unist 
P arty  influence is at an a ll-  
tim e low, the purposes o f the 
governm ent prosecution in  the 
C leveland tr ia l take on an om i­
nous aspect.

Many unions tha t sharp ly 
disagree w ith  the Com m unist 
P arty  and oppose its trade 
union policies see in the Cleve­
land T a ft-H a rtle y  convictions 
the broadening o f the scope of 
the an tilabor T a ft-H a rtle y  Law . 
The labor movement, they feel, 
must be alerted to th is in s id i­
ous development.
W A YN E  CO. CIO C O U NC IL

Jo in ing  the m any o t h e r  
unions already on record as op­
posing the application o f the 
"conspiracy”  doctrine to union 
a c tiv ity , the D e tro it and Wayne 
C ounty CIO In d u s tria l U nion 
Council stated recently in  a 
s h a r p l y  worded resolution: 
"Whereas h is to rica lly  conspir­
acy charges, because of th e ir 
broad and undefinable char­
acter, have always been used to 
underm ine and subvert unions; 
Therefore be i t  resolved, tha t 
the Wayne County C IO Council 
go on record as condemning the 
extension of the undemocratic 
and antilabor T a ft-H a rtle y  Law  
in to  new and even more dan­
gerous areas as evidenced by 
the Cleveland tr ia l.”
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