
19S8 — Year 
Of Socialist 
Opportunity

By M U R R Y W EISS  
National Fund Drive Director

M AR CH  19 — The branches of the Socialist W orkers Party  
have a ll responded to the March 1 launching of the $20,000 So­
c ia lis t Expansion Fund by pledging the fu l l  am ount of the goal. 
We have already received $3,113.60 w h ich  m arks a 15% com­
p le tion of the quotas in the th ird  week of a 12-week drive. 
The Buffalo branch has taken a strong lead w ith  35% of its 
$1,500 quota fu lfille d  despite the fact that widespread unem ploy­
ment in the Buffa lo area has slashed the incomes of many 
branch members.

The spring Fund D rive  fo r $20,000 is the firs t of tw o p ro ­
jected Socialist Expansion Funds in  1958. I t  is now the main 
busines before a ll pa rty  branches and w i l l  continue to be the 
m ain business u n til the d rive  is successfully concluded on May 
31.

The SWP feels tha t 1958 is a year o f oppo rtun ity  and 
challenge fo r the , socialist movement in  America.

Capitalism  stands on tr ia l not 
only before the people o f the 
w o rld  but before the Am erican peo­
ple as w ell. The issue in th is  tr ia l 
is w hether the richest country in 
the w o rld  shall continue to pour 
its  vast w ealth and labor power 
in to  frenzied preparations fo r a 
w ar tha t w il l  mean the destruction 
of the human race, o r w hether the 
huge productive capacity o f this 
country shall be turned towards 
creating a life  o f unprecedented 
abundance in peaceful and fra ­
te rna l brotherhood w ith  people 
everywhere.

Am erican capita lism  has driven  
the contradictions of the p ro fit sys­
tem to an insane conclusion, to a 
po in t where in order to save th is 
system it  is ready to gamble w ith  
the life  o f the human race.

And now the cruel delusion that 
by squandering the precious re ­
sources created by labor fo r the 
preparation of a war, capita lism  
has found a way to e lim inate de­
pressions is ra p id ly  crum bling.
A fte r  almost tw o  decades of w a r 
preparations and war, more w ar 
preparations and more war, w hat 
does capita lism  have to show the 
Am erican people?

Mental hospitals are overflow ­
ing; w h ile  funds available fo r 
health and w elfare  arc declining.
U » e m p l o y  ment
grows month by 
m onth; w h ile  con­
sumer purchasing 
p o w e r  declines.
Prices arc ris ing,
J im  Crow  is th r iv ­
ing, s l u m s  arc 
grow ing; w h ile  un­
ion demands fo r 
h igher wages are 
m et w ith  savage 
r e s i s t a n c e  and 
preparations f o r  
s t r  i k e b r  caking.
New housing con­
s truction is declin ­
ing, schools and 
education arc de­
te rio ra ting, youth face a w orld  w ith o u t prospects fo r 
em ploym ent and w ith o u t a fu tu re  and the older citizens live  
on a pauper’s pittance.

In  th is s ituation a ll Am erican capita lism  and its  R epubli­
can and Democratic parties can offer is more fiendishly de­
s tructive  In te rcontinenta l B a llis tics Missiles.

We believe tha t now is the tim e fo r socialists to close 
ranks, pool th e ir resources and go before the Am erican people in  
a crusade fo r socialism against capita lism . The 1958 Congression­
al elections are, in  our opinion, the best arena fo r socialists to
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See U.S. Aiding Rebels 
In Indonesia Civil War

The Indonesian governm ent has surprised and dis­
mayed U. S. im peria lism  w ith  its s w ift measures to put 
down the arm y revo lt in Centra l Sumatra. For th is “ re­
v o lt"  (actua lly  an a ttem pted*----------------------------------------------------
counter - revo lu tion) was ob­
v iously planned and paid fo r in 
Washington, D.C. I t  is no ac­
cident tha t i t  is precisely in 
the area of U.S. o il and rubber 
company holdings in Indonesia 
tha t the local arm y officers 
suddenly discovered they can 
no longer to lerate Prem ier 
Sukarno's " d r i f t  towards Com­
m unism ."
CHRONOLOGY

The chronology of the events 
reveals a great deal. In  Decem­
ber. Indonesia nationalized the 
holdings of the Dutch im per­
ialists. In January, U.S. A m ­
bassador A llison  was ordered 
home by Dulles fo r being too 
fr ie n d ly  In the Indonesian gov- 
ernm ent. On Feb. 10 the arm y 
chiefs in Central Sumatra de­
livered an u ltim a tum  to the 
central governm ent in Jakarta 
that the cabinet resign in five

U.S. News and W orld Report, 
on Feb. 28 p rin ted  an artic le  
from  its correspondent in T o k ­
yo g iv ing  an inside p ic tu re  of 
U.S. po licy in Indonesia. II 
described three a lte rna tive  po l­
icies the U.S. could have fo l­
lowed. F irs t was supporting 
Indonesia’s legal government, 
hoping to influence Sukarno 
away from  his le ftw a rd  “ d r if t . ”  
Second was neu tra lity .. "The 
th ird  course was to shy away 
from  Sukarno and give moral 
and m ateria l support to the 
anti-C om m unist rebels. A dvo­
cates of th is course realized 
that i t  w ould risk getting the 
U.S. draw n into an Indo-China 
type w ar and— if  the rebels 
collapsed— m ight leave the U.S. 
hold ing the bag in an unsuc­
cessful revolution. It was not 
an easy choice. According to 
in form ation here, the U.S. took 
the th ird  course . . . ”

days or else. The next day, Sec­
re ta ry  of State Dulles, at his 
press conference, v io la ting  all 
d ip lom atic  protocol, at great 
length discussed Indonesia’s in ­
ternal p o l i t i c s ,  disparaging 
the policies of P rem ier Sukarno 
as leading towards communism, 
and praising the aims of the 
rebels - to - be. U.S. Seventh 
Fleet commander, V ice -A d m ir­
al Bcaklcy, made s im ila r re­
marks. On Feb. 15 the m ilita ry  
chiefs in Central Sumatra pro­
claimed th e ir new government 
'w ith  the form er head of the 
Bank of Indonesia as prem ier.

The a rtic le  also notes that 
the rebel governm ent "is  acting 
as i f  it  had d irect or ind irect 
assurance from  the U.S. that it  
w il l  not be abandoned i f  a 
showdown comes w ith  the 
Reds."

C REDIT R A T IN G
Banks, finance companies and 

insta llm ent plan stores in 
Youngstown do not ask. “ How 
much money can you pay 
down?”  The firs t question now 
is, “ IIow  much seniority do you 
have?”
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Labor Presses Congress 
For Action on Recession
AECNailed 
In  Brazen 
Falsehood

By H AR R Y RING
M AR CH  18 —  How the

A tom ic Energy Commission uses 
tr ic ke ry  to th w a rt w o rld -w ide  
demands fo r a ha lt to  nuclear 
tests was exposed anew this 
week. The commission was 
caught in a lie  when i t  claimed 
that underground nuclear ex­
plosions cannot be successfully 
detected and tha t therefore the 
Soviet offer fo r a monitored 
test ban should be rejected.

The AEC claim  was nailed 
as phony by I. F. Stone, fighter 
fo r peace and c iv il liberties, 
and ed ito r o f I. F. Stone’s 
W eekly.

Op March 6, the AEC had 
issued an o ffic ia l account of 
the underground nuclear test it 
conducted in  Nevada last Sept. 
19. The report stated: “ . . . the 
earth movement was so s ligh t 
that i t  could be recorded only 
on extrem ely sensitive seismo- 
logical instrum ents. The earth 
waves were recorded at seismo- 
logical stations at Los Angeles, 
about 250 miles, a ir line, from  
the shot mesa. This is the m ax i­
m um  distance at w h ich  the 
shot was recorded." (Emphasis 
added.)

The purpose of th is claim  was 
to show that i t  w ould be mean­
ingless to accept the Soviet o f­
fe r fo r a test ban w ith  in te r­
national m on ito ring  s t a t i o n s  
spaced 500 m iles apart to de­
tect explosions in  v io la tion  of 
the ban.
DETECTED IN  ROME

On reading th is release, Stone 
contacted the AEC to find out 
how i t  reconciled th is  claim  
w ith  reports from  other sources 
tha t the underground shot had 
been recorded as fa r away as 
Toronto and Rome. W hile  w a it­
ing  fo r the AEC answer. Stone 
learned from  the Commerce 
Departm ent's Coast and Geo­
detic Survey that the blast had 
been detected at Fairbanks, 
Alaska, 2,300 miles no rth  of the 
test site, at Fayettev ille , A rk ., 
about 1.240 miles east, and at 

(Con tin  lied on Page 2)

Bomb Mishap 
Shows Root
Of War Peril

By H ENRY G ITAN O

An Am erican bomber w hich 
accidenta lly hurled an atomic 
bomb on March 11, lacked only 
the fuse necessary to transform  
Florence, South Carolina in to 
a nuclear-horror crcm aloi'y. As 
it is, the blast scattered p lu ­
ton ium  w h ile  exp loding TN T 
w hich ripped a hole 75 feet 
w ide and 35 feet deep, in ju r in g  
six persons, inc lud ing  four 
ch ildren. The detonation was 
fe lt over a radius of one m ile, 
but its significance, dram atizing 
the U.S. government's ever- 
readiness to v is it massive nu ­
clear "re ta lia tio n " on peoples 
whose social system i t  doesn't 
favor, was fe lt around the 
w orld .

Th is incident, as w ell as the 
Feb. 4 je ttison ing  o f nuclear 
weapons off Savannah. Georgia, 
spotlights the ro le o f the S tra­
tegic A ir  Command (SAC). SAC 
planes armed w ith  nuclear wea­
pons arc in the a ir at a ll times, 
ready fo r “ instan t re ta lia tion ;”  
one-th ird  of its 2.000 nuclear 
armed jet bombers are aloft al­
ready to be in the a ir w ith in  
15 minutes.

The fu ll horror contained in 
these a irborne threats was 
dram atized by fo rm er Secre­
ta ry  of the A ir  Force Harold 
E. T a lbo tt: “ A single SAC
bomber w ith  a three-man crew, 
ca rry ing  only one bomb load, 
can carry more destructive 
power in one mission than the

(Continued on Page 2)

Labor Must Demand 
Production for Peace
----------------------------------------------AN E D IT O R IA L  -----------------------------------------------

In  advancing a program to “ put A m er­
ica back to w o rk ,”  the A F L-C IO  leaders 
at the W ashington Conference included a 
demand fo r a big boost in arms spending.

Such a demand has not place in a 
Labor program to combat depression. In  
fact, it has no place in a Labor program 
at any time.

Said A F L-C IO  President Mcany in 
presenting the arms proposition: “ We need 
guided missiles and manned a irc ra ft; we 
need armaments and a irc ra ft carriers; we 
need a tra ined, expert, well-m anned and 
well-pa id  m ilita ry  establishment . .

Who needs a ll this?

C erta in ly  not the m illions  of A m e ri­
can fam ilies who live  in tenements. They 
need decent housing.

C erta in ly  not the m illions  of school 
ch ild ren who need more and better 
schools. C e rta in ly  not the teachers who 
need better pay i f  th e ir liv in g  standards 
are to approach a decent level.

N e ithe r do the Am erican workers, 
whom  Meany is supposed to represent, 
need rockets equipped w ith  nuclear w a r­
heads. They need better pay, shorter w o rk ­
ing hours, an end to speed-up, longer va­
cations and more leisure.

B ig Business alone benefited from  
the insane waste and destruction. I t  used 
the arms expenditures to keep inord inate  
profits flow ing in to  its  coffers.

Their Solution: War
I t  was W orld  W ar I I  tha t rescued 

the p ro fit system from  depression and 
the Korean w ar tha t staved off a new col­
lapse fo llow ing  the 1949-50 recession. And 
now w ith  a new collapse of the cap ita lis t 
system threatening, the Big-Business 
crowd w il l  again seek salvation in w ar 
expenditures — and in war.

In demanding jobs for all. Labor 
must repudiate the Big-Business arms pro­
gram instead of going along w ith it as 
Meany does. Labor must demand firmly 
and insistently: No more production for 
war; direct the economy into new chan­
nels; produce for peace!

To put teeth in  tha t demand, Labor 
should call fo r a ll w ar industries to be 
nationalized and converted— under w o rk ­
ers’ democratic management — to the 
production of goods the people of the 
coun try  and the w orld  need to enjoy a 
better life .

But AFL-CIO Parley 
Proposals Fall Short 
Of What Is Needed

By GEORGE L A V A N

M A RCH 19 —  The attention —  indeed, deference
shown by Washington officialdom and the capitalist 
newspapers to the A FL-C IO  Conference on Puffing
Am erica Back to W ork is Cleary- 
proof tha t the labor movement 
is recognized as the spokesman 
fo r Am erica's unemployed.

On short notice Eisenhower 
agreed to give an audience to 
the entire  A F L -C IO  Executive 
Council to hear its proposals 
on how to combat joblessness. 
Secretary of Labor M itche ll and 
the assorted Democratic and 
Republican politic ians, who ad­
dressed the conference, used 
the ir most honeyed words to 
assure the delegates that the ir 
hearts were w ith  the unem ploy­
ed and labo r’s anti-recession 
aims.

N a tiona lly  the B ig Business 
press gave respectful coverage 
to the conference and ran 
front-page p ictures of Eisen­
hower w ith  A FL-C IO  President 
George Mcany and U nited Auto 
W orkers President W a lte r Rcu- 
thc r to show th e ir readers, tha t 
s low -m oving Eisenhower is not. 
im pervious to the p lig h t of the 
unemployed.

SPEAK FOR N AT IO N

The recognition accorded the 
A F L -C IO  conference stems not 
on ly from  the strength o f o r­
ganized labor — almost 18 m il­
lion  members. I t  stems from  
the fact that in  speaking fo r its 
own unemployed members la ­
bor is also speaking in the in ­
terest of a ll the unemployed 
and a ll those who fear unem ­
ploym ent.

Thus the labor movement 
siands as the na tu ra l spokes­
man fo r the overw he lm ing ma­
jo r ity  of the Am erican people 
against a repe tition  of depres­
sion suffering such as p re va il­
ed du ring  the 1930's. The p o li­
ticians realize this, and they 
consequently handled the A F L - 
CIO's Emergency Conference 
w ith  k id  gloves.

The big question that a ll this 
raises is: W ill the leaders of 
the Am erican labor movement 
live  up to the responsib ility? 
W ill labor lead the Am erican 
people? W ill i t  devise the meas­
ures needed to prevent a ca­
la m ity  of poverty and suffering 
from  h ittin g  Am erica ’s workers, 
farm ers and m idd le  class? And 
w il l  i t  force those measures 
through Congress and the state 
legislatures? These are the big

M E A N Y

questions tha t h is to ry has 
placed before the labor move­
ment in  the year 1958.

The firs t th ing  th a t m ust be 
said about the A F L -C IO  confer­
ence that met in W ashington 
from  March 11-13 is th a t i t  
took on ly the most ha lting, t im ­
orous steps.

ASK  FOR P A L L IA T IV E S
Instead of speaking out w ith  

the thunderous voice of the 
m illions  o f unemployed and the 
m illions  who w ant something 
effective done, the conference 
m erely called fo r m inor rem ­
edies. These were m ostly o f a 
stop-gap character, as i f  i t  were 
safe to gamble tha t the eco­
nomic crisis may not deepen 
as i t  d id in  the 1930's. M ore­
over, m any A FL-C IO  proposals 
did not go beyond w hat the 
cap ita lis t po litic ians had a l­
ready decided to concede.

The conference position on 
e x t e n s i o n  o f unem ploym ent 
compensation benefits is an im ­
portan t example. On March 8 
E isenhower called fo r extension 
o f benefits fo r 13 more weeks. 
T h in k in g  it  necessary to ou tb id  
the Republicans in an election 
year, Democratic Congressmen 
began ta lk  o f a 16-week exten­
sion. B ills  were in troduced 
w h ile  the conference was in  
session. The N. Y. Times head­
line  of March 12 read: “ Demo­
crats Act — Offer B il l in House 
to Add 16 Weeks of A id  to 

(Continued on Page 4)

Blaze in N.Y. Firetrap 
Kills 24 and Injures 15

Need Abundance
The Am erican people as a whole need 

more doctors, more hospitals, more m edi­
cal research. They need parks, art, music 
and theater centers, flood control projects, 
land reclam ation and other pub lic  ser­
vices. And they need consumer goods of 
every conceivable k ind  in abundant quan­
t ity  and at a low  price.

Hundreds of m illions  of people in 
Asia, A fr ica  and L a tin  Am erica who are 
figh ting  to liberate themselves from  age- 
old economic backwardness don’t  need 
atom ic missiles c ither. They need modern 
factories, dams and o ther equipm ent to 
help them industria lize .

The production of arms — nearly half- 
a-lrillion dollars worth in the past ten 
years — has criminally wasted material 
and labor that might have been devoted 
to useful production here and abroad. It 
saddled the working people with inflation 
and high taxes. It  impoverished the na­
tion.

Labor should fu rth e r demand the 30- 
hour week at 40 hours pay and an end 
to m a n -k illin g  speed-up.

Wages must go up so tha t the w o rk ­
ing people can buy more of the goods they 
need. Taxes on incomes under $7.500 per 
year m ust be abolished.

Labor’s True Goal
The A F L-C IO  estimates that at least 

25', of the nation ’s productive fac ilities  
are now idle. Rather than le t th is  pro­
ductive apparatus ro t and rust or be 
turned to m aking arms, Labor should 
propose that the government take them 
over, loo, and put more men and women 
hack on |ho job producing useful tilings.

Lastly , Labor m ust organize po litic ­
a lly  to supplant the cap ita lis t class as 
the d irec ting  force in the nation. And it 
m ust s ta rt w ith  a clear goal around w hich 
to ra lly  the m a jo rity  of the American 
people: an end to depressions; an end to 
wars; a society of peace and abundance.

By H E R M A N  C H A U K A

NEW  YO RK. M arch 20 — T w e n ty -fo u r w orkers, 18 of 
them women, w ent to a h o rrib le  death yesterday a fte r­
noon as a blazing fire  s w if t ly  gutted the five-story tene­
m ent-lo ft bu ild ing  where th e y t-
worked a t 623 Broadway. An 
other 15 w orkers were in ju red . 
O ffic ia ls are not certa in  i f  this 
is the final to ll.

The blaze began w ith  an ex­
plosion in an apparently defec­
tive te x tile  d ry in g  oven in one 
of the small shops on the th ird  
floor of the old lo ft bu ild ing. 
When one of the w orkers went 
to ign ite  the oven, “ flames roar­
ed out. There was a trem en­
dous blast and then we couldn't 
see anyth ing ,”  said an e.vewil- 
ncss.

The flames shot instantane­
ously lo the floor above. There, 
in an underwear m anufacturing 
-hop, 39 workers, m ostly w om ­
en, were at the ir sewing, p r in t­
ing and d ry in g  machines. II 
was on th is floor that the 
flames, smoke, fumes and heat 
look the heaviest to ll.

B linded by t h e  t e r r i b l e  
smoke, a num ber of workers 
died o r were in ju red  when

they leapt from  w indow s and 
missed the firem en’s nets. There 
was no fire escape and many 
were trapped try in g  to find 
th e ir way lo the sta irw ay. Ten 
of the v ic tim s were found un ­
der the ir w ork  benches. Five 
were huddled near the real 
w indows. Four bodies were 
found at the head of fhe stair* 
case. (The staircase was " f ire ­
p roo f" so no fire escapes were 
lega lly  required.)

One of 1 hose who escaped, 
17-ycnr-old Mrs. Dolores Cole­
man. to ld newsmen: “ I heard 
something that shook the whole 
bu ild ing . Smoke came up and 
then the fire  and we couldn’t 
get lo  the door. I tried to break 
a w indow  w ith  a cha ir bu t 1 
cou ldn ’t get through. I t  was 
too dark and I  was scared be­
cause o f the screaming and 
hollering. The last th ing  I  re­
member was everyone try ing  

(Continued on Page 2)
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CHICAG O , M arch 14 —  Prospects fo r a united so­
c ia lis t campaign in the Second Congressional D is tr ic t 
have m o ve d  fo rw ard  ra p id ly  in th e  past week. A  con­
ference was held yesterday a *  
the Essex C om m unity  Church 
for the purpose of organizing 
''the broadest un ity  of socialists 
for the consideration of 1958 
electoral a c tiv ity ."  The call was 
issued by the Reverend Joseph 
P. K ing , president of the Wash­
ington Pa. k Forum, who has 
announced his candidacy.

M eanw hile, on March 9, a 
spontaneous discussion of Rev.
K ing 's  candidacy took place a 
t tie Washington P ark Forum  
Bitd $93 was contributed to w ­
ard his campaign. R?v. K inc 
had not planned to discuss the 
question of his candidacy at 
dhe Forum  u n til next week.
• t j iT  •
*  O ver 40 persons were present 
•at the C om m unity Church con­
ference, most of them support- 
jirS of the W ashington Park 
tfo rum  who strong ly favo r in ­
dependent socialist po litica l ac­
tion. Also attending, p rim arily  
as observers, were represents 
¿Ives of the Socialist Party, the 
Am erican Socialist magazine 
and the Com m unist Party .

c o m m u n i s t  p a r t y

■ In  rep ly  to a question from 
P eter Meyer, of the State com­
m ittee  of the Socialist Party  
Rev. K in g  stressed the fact 
‘tha t he is not "an ins trum ent" 
of any pa rticu la r party , but is 
p u ttin g  firs t the u n ity  of all 
Socialists in  the coining elec­
tions. " I  w il l  g lad ly w ithd raw  
:hn support of any candidate 
who w il l  more broadly repre­
sent the w o rk ing  people,”  K ing  
said. "M y  on ly condition is that 
such a candidate break w ith

Dowson in Bid 
For Canadian 
Parliament Seat

Ross Dowson, prom inent rev­
o lu tiona ry  socialist in Canada, 
is runn ing  fo r Parliam ent from  
a Toronto d is tr ic t as candidate 
o f the Socialist Educational 
League. Secretary-treasurer of 

',the league and ed ito r of its 
ft io n th ly  paper, W orkers Van 
guard, he has tw ice  run  fo r 
M ayor of Toronto as its candi­
date. Last November he cha l­
lenged m in is te r of externa l a f­
fa irs  Sidney Sm ith  in  a special 
by-election.

Dowson’s program gives con­
crète answers to the problems 
o f w ar and depressions. His 
fo re ign  po licy planks call fo r 
a break w ith  the N ATO  w ar 
pact; a nuclear test ban; sup­
po rt to the colonial freedom 
struggles; so lida rity  w ith  the 
struggles fo r socialist democra­
cy in  the Soviet bloc and fo r  a 
break w ith  U. S. State D epart­
m ent policies. I t  demands a ban 
on H -bom b flights over Can­
ada, w ith d ra w a l o f U. S. troops 
from  the country and w ith d ra w ­
al of Canadian troops from  
abroad.
, His domestic program calls 
& r  the 30-hour week at 40 
hours pay; re-opening of id le 
shops by the governm ent un ­
der union adm in istra tion ; un- 
ém ploym ent insurance fo r the 
duration of unem ploym ent and 
a w ide program o f federa lly 
Subsidized low -ren t housing.

REV. JOSEPH B. K IN G

capitalist po litics and advocate 
a socialist program ."

“ The door is w ide open fo r 
he closest co llaboration of all 
ocia list tendencies,”  affirm ed 
t i l  o f K in g ’s supporters at the 
meeting. In  his speech, Rev. 
.Cing spoke of “ the tie  between 
‘ he socialist program and the 
day-to-day problems in the 
com m unity."

Rev. W illia m  T. Baird, of the 
'issex C om m unity Church, was 
•he other featured speaker. He 
'o ld  of how, when he was P ro­
gressive P arty  d is tr ic t com m il- 
eeman, he had opposed sup­

port to B a rre tt O'Hara, present 
ncumbent Congressman, "be­

cause it  meant p lay ing  ball 
w ith  the Democrats, and ho ld­
ing back the organization of 
un independent pa rty .”

" I 'm  w o rk ing  w ith  some six 
ocialist groups on one project 

or another," he added. “ I  don’t 
give a hoot what your label is. 
Tvlv on ly condition is tha t the 
project is in  the interests of the 
people."

CITES PRESSURE

Describing some of the pres- 
ure tha t has been put on h im  

fo r his sponsorship of the 
united socialist campaign, Baird 
said. “ One call from  a ‘fr ie n d ’ 
asked w hy I  was being used 
by the Socialist W orkers Party. 
Another said I was being used 
by the Communist P a rty . A 
m in is te r fr iend  called lo ex­
press his shock at hav'ng this 
socialist meeting tak ing  place 
at a C hris tian  church. A fourth  
suggested that support to a 
united socialist ticke t was ta n t­
amount to destruction o f the 
movement fo r the election of 
Dr. Howard, a candidate in  an­
other d is tr ic t.”  D r. Ba ird  said 
a ll these protests missed the 
oo in l of the r ig h t of po litica l 
freedom.

The meeting adopted a m o­
tion in support o f a united so­
cia list ticke t in  the Second D is­
tr ic t. I t  organized a com- 
m d ifce  to create an "independ­
ent, broad and m ilita n t united 
-.oc'alist campaign.”  Tentative 
officers of the comm ittee are 
Rev. K in g  as candidate; John 
H am ilton , chairm an; W i l s o n  
Graves, secretary; Barney Tay­
lor, treasurer, and H oward 
Mayhew, pub lic ity . The next 
pub lic meeting o f the group 
w il l  be Wed., A p r il 2, at 306 
E. 43rd Street.

N ational Guardian 

R eaders...
. . . are the best-informed, best-intentioned, 

most purposeful people in their communities, 
everywhere in the U. S. A,

You will en|oy companionship with these 
-  great people; they will welcome you to the 

purposes and campaigns which unite them.
Get the news straight every week from an 

editorial point of view which is pro-peace, pro­
labor, pro-family farmer, uncompromising on 
civil rights and liberties, for independent po­
litical action, for socialist unity, for social 
change In America.

Only $1 for 13-W eek  
Introductory Subscription

□  SI Enclosed □  Bill me

Name
(Please Print)

Address

WEEKLY GUARDIAN ASSOCIATES, INC. 
197 E. FOURTH ST., NEW YORK 9. N. Y.

(A "Surprise Premium" will acknowledge 
receipt of your Subscription!)

By PETER FRYER 
Special London Correspondent

In  ‘pub’ or club, in fac to ry  or 
un ive rs ity , wherever English­
men gather, as soon as the ta lk  
turns to politics the H-bomb 
and the rocket bases become 
the center of attention. Scarcely 
a public speech or discussion 
that does not re tu rn , over and 
over again, to the H-bomb. In  
the past few months there has 
been an upsurge o f pub lic fee l­
ing unprecedented since the 
end of the second w orld  war. 
Five th ings in p a rticu la r show 
how the B ritish  people are 
feeling:

(1) A t the by-election in  the 
w orking-class tow n o f Rochdale 
four voters in five cast the ir 
votes fo r an ti-H -bom b candi­
dates, and the Governm ent 
(Conservative) candidate took a 
tremendous lick ing .
RUSSELL APP LA U D E D

(2) A t five simultaneous m eet­
ings held in centra l London 
over 5,000 people applauded 
calls fo r un ila te ra l renunciation 
of the bomb by B rita in  made 
by such personalities as p h il­
osopher Bertrand Russell, nov­
e lis t J. B. Priestley, h istorian 
A. J. P. Tay lo r and Michael 
Foot, ed itor of the Le ft-Labo r 
w eekly T ribune.

(3) A  num ber of Le ft-Labo r 
Mem ber* of Parliam ent, one­
tim e Bevaniies, have launched 
a new 'g inger group' inside Ihe 
Labor P arty , d raw ing  heavy 
tire  from  the R igh t W ing fo r 
th e ir announced in ten tion  to 
discuss, among other topics, the 
un ila te ra l renuncia tion of the 
bomb.

(4) The D a ily  H erald sent a 
shiver o f te rro r and apprehen­
sion up the spines of the R ight 
W ing when it  came out in  fa ­
vo r of un ila te ra l suspension of 
the testing and m anufacture of 
the H -bom b by B rita in . Labor 
Party secretary Morgan P h illips  
sent the paper a stern rebuke 
— but 69 Labor MPs sent a 
le tte r praising the stand taken 
by the one-tim e staunchly R ight 
W ing Herald.
STUDENTS OPPOSE TESTS

(5) A t O xford  U n ive rs ity  a

Protest U.S. Bases

Inc ident du ring  recent demonstration, when several 
hundred B ritons marched on Am erican a ir-fo rce  base near 
London. The demonstrators carried placards ca lling  on the 
U.S. lo  abandon its B ritish  bases. The B ritish  population 
is alarmed over knowledge that Am erican planes fly over­
head w ith  A-bombs.

massive students’ meeting voted 
overw he lm ing ly in favor o f u n i­
la te ra l renunciation of the 
bomb by B rita in  — and a spec­
ia l issue o f the students' maga­
zine Isis, w ho lly  devoted to the 
horrors of nuclear warfare, set 
in  m otion a un ive rs ity  re feren­
dum on th is issue. (Tw o-th irds 
of the students entering the poll 
declared in favor o f B rita in  
stopping nuclear tests u n til 
there can be an oppo rtun ity  to 
discuss disarmament w ith  the 
Soviet Union. Results were an­
nounced on March 15, accord­
ing to the New Y ork  H erald 
T ribune. — Ed.)

This is only a selection of the 
campaign news. A lm ost every 
day brings some fresh in it ia ­
tive. A group of Le ft-W ing  and 
pacifist MPs is sponsoring a 
three-day protest march to the 
B ritish  atom ic w arfare labora­
tories over the Easter weekend. 
London un ive rs ity  t e a c h e r s

have declared against the bomb. 
A live ly  correspondence is go­
ing on in The Times, and the 
opponents o f the bomb are 
m aking rings round the ir chau­
v in is tic  (and often extrem ely 
ignorant) opponents.

N or are the protests confined 
lo  ihe  m idd le  class. L iverpoo l 
Trades and Labor Council has 
declared its opposition to the 
bu ild ing  of rocket bases in 
B rita in , and its support fo r any 
workers who 'b lack ' (i.e., boy­
cott) the bu ild ing  of these 
bases.

This demand fo r the ’b lack­
in g 1 o f the bases may in the not 
too d istant fu tu re  become the 
spearhead o f the whole cam­
paign. A t the moment, however, 
attention is concentrated on the 
emergence of the "V ic to ry  fo r 
Socialism”  organization in the 
Labor Party. This has con­
founded the glib, facile critics 
who, fo llow ing  the annual con­

ference of the Labor Party last 
autum n, said the Labor Le ft 
was dead and tha t A neurin  
Bevan had driven  the last nail 
in to its coffin. The resu lt o f the 
L e ft popping up as large as 
life , a lbeit under leaders far 
less color!u) than Bevan. has 
been a blaze of press p u b lic ity  
w hich helped to make the in ­
augural meeting of the organ i­
zation in London this week a 
ve ry  w ell-attended one.

There are immense possib il­
ities fo r such an organization, 
despite ihe vacilla tions and 
lack of c la r ity  of Us leaders. 
One im portan t ro le  i t  may have 
to p lay is the fu r th e r develop­
ment of the an ti-H -bom b cam­
paign. There is g row ing pres­
sure from  certa in middle-class, 
pacifist elements who are ta k ­
ing part in th is campaign fo r 
i t  to be a "n o n -p o lit ica l"  one, 
so as not to alienate “ L ibe ra ls ”  
and even some Conservatives. 
I f  the emergence o f V ic to ry  fo r 
Socialism helps to iden tify  the 
Labor P arty  in  the public 
m ind w ith  thorough-going op­
position to the H-bomb— des­
pite th is week’s m ilk -and -w a te r 
statement from  the Labo r lead­
ers— it  could do much to n ip 
in  the bud these suggestions fo r 
unprinc ip led “ Popular F ront- 
ery.”
M UST TURN TO W ORKERS

The great need is to get V ic ­
to ry  fo r Socialism to tu rn  its 
a ttention to the factories and 
trade union branches, to be­
come, not a group o f m idd le- 
class do-gooders, bu t an o rgan i­
zation w hich can bring  indus­
tr ia l m ilita n ts  in  to  the Labor 
Party, and fo r th r ig h t socialist 
policies in to  the trade unions. 
The presence o f a fa ir  sp rin k ­
ling  o f fac tory  workers at the 
inaugural meeting was a good 
sign. Much can be done by fo r ­
mer merribers o f the Commun­
ist Party, a steady stream of 
whom are jo in in g  the Labor 
P arty  to p lay a part in  the 
strengthening of the Le ft. •

V ic to ry  fo r Socialism w il l  
succeed, and not least in  the 
a ll- im portan t question of the 
H-bomb on ly  i f  i t  makes a se­

rious effort to d rive  deep roots 
in the trade unions, puts a 
clear class approach into its 
propaganda, a n d  encourages 
w orking-class forms of a c tiv ity  
and protest.
U N H O LY  A L L IA N C E  

Its  leaders cannot hope to get 
anywhere w ithou t such an ap­
proach. For they have against 
them an unholy alliance of 
Fleet Street newspapers sh riek­
ing about a “ s p lit"  in the L a ­
bor P a rty ; S ta lin ists who re­
peat ad nauseam that there can 
be no L e ft w ith o u t the Com­
m unist Party, and who label 
the D a ily  H era ld ’s stand on the 
H-bomb “ hypocrisy ;" R ight- 
W ing trade union bosses who 
threaten (according to The 
Times) to “ crush the ginger 
group tom orrow  or whenever

they w ish”  —  and Bevan h im ­
self, whose thunder has been 
stolen, and who is m aneuvring 
desperately to reta in some 
shreds of his “ L e ft”  reputation. 
H is last House of Commons 
speech, w hich no one could un­
derstand, shows how desper­
a te ly  he is try in g  to ride tw o 
horses. The "I-cannot-go-naked- 
in to  - the - conference -cham ber”  
chicanery of the fu tu re  Foreign 
Secretary clashes w ith  the Cen­
tr is t demagogue’s awareness of 
the ris ing tide of pub lic  op in ­
ion, w ith  w hich he is a fra id  of 
losing touch altogether.

H app ily , the fu tu re  of the 
B ritish  Le ft depends less on ihe 
Bevans today than i t  ever did. 
There is every sign that the 
figh t against the H-bomb is go- 

I ing lo  rise to new heights.

AEC Nailed in Falsehood•  •  •

( Continued from  Page 1)
17 other seismological stations 
in  the U. S. and Canada.

Confronted w ith  an indepen­
dent jou rna lis t in  possession of 
these dam ning facts, the AEC 
fin a lly  issued a b rie f statement 
o f correction to news editors 
tha t was couched in  language 
designed to a ttrac t a m in im um  
o f attention.

This correction went large ly 
unnoticed by the da ily  press 
u n til the in fo rm ation  was made 
available to Senator H ubert 
H um phrey (D -M inn.) who now 
favors an agreement to stop 
the tests and who sent out a 
release challenging the AEC 
deception.

Once the m atte r became pub­

lic , the Jo in t Congressional 
Com m ittee on A tom ic Energy 
fe lt compelled to summon AEC 
offic ia ls on Sept. 15 fo r an ex­
planation. A fte r a perfunctory 
hearing, the Congressmen de­
clared the AEC had been g u ilty  
on ly of an “ honest e rro r." They 
were jo ined in th is disgraceful 
w hitewash by H um phrey who 
im m ediate ly issued a concurring 
statement.
C O O RDINATED STATEM ENT

The verd ic t of an "honest 
e rro r”  came despite the know ­
ledge tha t the doctored report 
had been circulated throughout 
the AEC staff fo r w hat was 
delicately called “ coord ination” , 
p r io r to release. I t  had been. 
read by a ll AEC commissioners

w ith o u t any of them catching 
the “ erro r.”  A  sole exception, 
according to AEC testim ony, 
was a San Francisco press o f­
ficer who recommended dele­
tion  o f the false cla im . B u t it  
seems the man he made the 
recommendation to "became i l l  
and d id  not re tu rn  to w ork 
u n til a fte r the statement had 
been prepared in fina l fo rm .”  

W hile th is pa rticu la r o ffic ia l 
was “ i l l , ”  the rest of the AEC 
propaganda machine was busily 
at w ork  on a new line of pub­
lic  deception. To d ive rt a tten­
tion from  the current exposure, 
AEC publicists h it the head­
lines w ith  a new g im m ick — 
the claim  that continu ing tests 
o f A  and H-bombs are neces-

...A-Bomb Accident
(Continued from  Page 1)

entire  a ir forces of a ll the com­
batants could ca rry  in the last 
w ar.”

M ilita ry  and po litica l analysts 
realiz ing the im p lications of 
SAC are r ig h tly  scared. B r i t ­
a in ’s Captain B. H. L idde ll 
Hart, w o rld  renowned m ilita ry  
c ritic , warned in the Jan. 25, 
H erald T ribune  tha t “ a m is in ­
te rpre ta tion  of code signals by 
a ircra ft [loaded w ith  H -bom bsl 
m ight a ll too easily lead to the 
starting of nuclear w ar — arid 
thereby to the almost instan­
taneous destruction of c iv iliz a ­
tion .”  H a rt relates that in the 
more le isu re ly  days of W orld 
W ar II, the codeword “ C rom ­
w e ll”  was sent out on Sept, 7 
1940 in England and m is in te r­
preted in  some cases to mean 
tha t a German invasion had 
taken place, w ith  the result 
tha t bridges were destroyed, 
roads blocked and mines laid.

A no ther accident was the 
German bombing of Rotterdam 
on M ay 14, 1940. The German 
general signaled orders by 
wireless and red flares to can­
cel the bombing attack. But 
one of the tw o columns carried 
out the o rig ina l orders, destroy­
ing 20,000 build ings.
TR IG G ER -H APPY OFFICERS

H art sees the danger of "H - 
bombing airmen . . some of
whom may be feeling intensely 
bellicose and tr ig g e r-h a p p y ,"  
doing some “ in ten tiona l m isin- 
'e rp re ta tion ." The concept of 
" ins tan t readiness”  r e q u i r e s  
w ide dispersal and decentra l­
ized control, thus "the  crew of 
an a irc ra ft can themselves make 
the bomb effective”  p rec ip ita t­
ing says H a lt "a w orld  catas­
trophe.”

Hanson B a ldw in , New York 
Times m ilita ry  analyst revealed 
on Feb. 4 that SAC “ emergency 
take-offs actua lly  have been 
made when radar screens in ­
dicated (fa lsely) large numbers 
of unidentified planes." B a ld ­
w in  quotes Colonel H . W.

Shelton who posed the problem 
of weapons triggered off by one 
radar w h ich  could not te ll the 
difference between a meteorite 
and a missile.

C. L. Sulzberger in the Feb 
15 New Y ork  Times states that: 
" A m e r i c a n  c o m m a n d e r s  
throughout the w o rld  are em­
powered to rep ly  when theii 
units are menaced." He asks, 
“ is it  not possible fo r a mar 
to believe he is about to be a t­
tacked when such is not ac­
tu a lly  the case? We know  a l­
ready of tw o tense moment: 
when we thought Soviet aeria’ 
armadas were on the offensive 
— once towards the U.S., oner 
over Turkey. Both were false 
alarms.”

On Dec. 21, 1954, Ba ldw in  
said: "M any in the a ir force 
believe the price of surv iva ’ 
means beating the enemy to 
the firs t atom ic punch." On 
Feb. 4 he says, "the  old ta lk  of 
p reventive w ar— [to  launch an 
a ttack on the Soviet U n ion ! — 
made sweeter by another name, 
preventive re ta lia tion  — har 
been heard again, though in 
muted tones, in  W ashington."

The B ig Business politic ians 
and brass hats, in fu ria ted  by 
po litica l defeats they have re­
ceived abroad at the hands of 
peoples who refuse to do the ir 
bidding, keep w a lk ing  to the 
b rin k  of disaster w ith  SAC 
overhead. W hat’s lo be done 
about an ‘‘accident,”  an “ im - 
ouls ive”  act by an "acting  on 
his ow n”  o fficer— or a calcu­
lated decision from  on h igh-’ 
The firs t answer is take the A 
and H-bom b out of the hands 
of the m ilita ry  and scrap the 
entire nuclear-weapons stock­
pile.

SEEK C H A R ITY
A t least 1,000 fam ilies in  St. 

Louis, who cannot q u a lify  e ith ­
er fo r unem ploym ent compen­
sation or re lie f, are swamping 
the Salvation A rm y and s im ila r 
charities.

. . .2 5  Deaths 
in N.Y. Fire

(Continued from  Page 1)

to push back. The floor broke 
hrough and we could see a 

gas machine explode under­
neath us on the th ird  floor.”

This fire trap  tha t claimed the 
ives of the w orkers is typ ical 
)f the ancient lo ft build ings 
hat dom inate the entire  area. 

I t  is three short blocks away 
from the lo ft on Wooster street 
vhere s ix firem en went to the ir 
ieath, Feb. 14, as the bu ild ing  
■ollapsed w h ile  they were figuri­
ng desperately to contro l the 

blaze.
A few blocks fu r th e r away is 

he scene o f the infamous T ri-  
ing le  sh irtw a is t factory holo- 
:aust where 145 w orkers died 
ust 47 years ago th is  month. 

That catastrophe aroused in te r­
national anger when i t  was 
'earned that the young women 
operators in  the shop were 
■•oasted to death because the 
•mployer had kept the fire ex- 
ts locked to keep them from  
aking breathers.

3LA M E  'P A N IC '

C ity  offic ia ls have been quick 
o t r y  to place the blame. As 

usual th e ir target is not the 
sweatshop bosses who m aintain 
hese firetraps w ith  th e ir com­

p lic ity . The w orkers panicked, 
and th a t’s w hy so many died, 
a s s e r t e d  F ire  Commissioner 
"’avanaugh last n ight. He said 
he knew o f no fire v io la tions 
n the bu ild ing . He recalled the 

"cam paign" his departm ent is 
conducting to e lim inate fire 
hazards. The p rinc ipa l a c tiv ity  
n the campaign is a mass d is­
tr ib u tio n  of comic books to 
-chool ch ildren urg ing  them  lo 
help prevent fires.

M ayor W agner announced to 
ihe press this m orning tha t he 
is “ fight ingotepad” about the 
high death to ll in the fire and 
tha t he is going to do some­
th ing  about it.

sary fo r the developm ent of 
atoms fo r peace, inc lud ing  u t i l ­
ization o f oil and w ater re 
serves, And, as usual, we are 
assured tha t testing C3n be 
done w ith o u t any danger of 
rad ia tion  exposure.

The latest move to confuse 
pub lic  op in ion is so raw  that 
the chief of the Washington 
Bureau of the C hristian Science 
M onitor, in a March 15 d is­
patch, was moved to comment:

"One must always be certain 
of course tha t the A tom ic En­
ergy Commission's new empha­
sis on the peaceful use o f n u ­
clear explosions does not ex­
aggerate the prospects and is 
not m a in ly  a device to derail 
the apparent w illingness w ith in  
the Eisenhower adm in istra tion  
to consider a suspension of 
nuclear testing w ithou t other 
im pedim enta at a sum m it con­
ference."

The fact tha t a sum m it con­
ference now seems v ir tu a lly  as­
sured is, o f course, at the bo t­
tom o f these cynical maneuvers. 
New Y o rk  Times Washington 
correspondent Dana A d a m s  
Schm idt reports today tha t “ the 
U nited States is understood to 
be considering fo r the sum m it 
a proposal fo r a suspension fo r 
tw o or three years o f nuclear 
tests.”

I t  m ay w e ll be tha t the pow ­
er of w o rld  opinion, inc lud ing  
Am erican pub lic  opinion, has 
forced W ashington tb consider 
acceptance o f the long-standing 
Soviet offer. B u t judg ing  by 
th e ir resort to ly in g  propagan­
da to ju s tify  continuance of the 
radioactive blasts, the B ig B usi­
ness po litic ians are extrem ely 
re luc tan t to  g ive up the po l­
lu tin g  tests.

W ashington’s approach to the 
im pending sum m it conference 
was voiced in  a lengthy ed ito r­
ia l yesterday in  the New Y ork  
Times. I t  declared the chief 
obstacle to ending in te rnationa l 
tensions to be a Soviet record 
o f “ treachery and deceit." 
RECORD OF D U P L IC IT Y

W hat hypocrisy! Faced w ith  
the demand fo r a test ban, the 
U. S. governm ent spread the 
pernicious lie  tha t the resu lting 
fa llo u t was not dangerous. 
(“ Safer than cigarettes,”  de­
claimed one W ashington b u r­
eaucrat.) N ext carrle Eisenhower 
w ith  the cla im  that fa llo u t had 
been reduced 95%. This was 
followed by the argum ent fo r 
continued testing to develop a 
“ clean”  bomb. Then the AEC 
tried  its cu rren t s tunt of fa ls i­
fy in g  facts to prove under­
ground shots could not be de­
tected. Caught red-handed, they 
jum ped over to the “ peaceful 
purposes”  pitch. Scientific facts? 
The health of hum anity? Both 
have been contem ptuously dis­
regarded throughout.

This record offers l it t le  basis 
fo r pious charges of deceit by 
others.

...Socialist Fund
(Continued from  Page 1)

spell out the ir program  fo r averting  the catastrophe of w ar and 
meeting the threat of cap ita lis t depression.

In  these elections socialists should te ll the tru th  about the 
efforts o f hundreds of m illions of people throughout the w o rld  
to b u ild  a new socialist life  and how the w ar d rive  is aimed a t 
destroying these socialist aspirations. They can show in con­
crete terms how the public ownership of the means of produc­
tion  w il l  enable the w o rk ing  class o f th is country to produce 
lo r peace and abundance instead of w ar and poverty. And they 
can broadcast the ir program cham pioning the im m ediate and 
urgent needs of the vast m a jo rity  o f the people.

The Socialist W orkers Party  is m aking strenuous efforts to 
take advantage of the grow ing prospects to get a fr ie n d ly  
hearing fb r the socialist program. The SWP has proposed tha t 
a ll genuine socialists un ite  and wherever possible present a 
U nited Socialist T icke t in  the 1958 elections.

In the early part o f th is year the Seattle branch o f the SWP 
waged a campaign fo r Jack W righ t as candidate fo r C ity  
Council. Many socialists o f d iffe ring  views supported our 
candidate. The v igo r and effectiveness o f W righ t's  campaign has 
inspired socialists a ll over the country.

National Guardian Stand
In  the 1957 c ity  elections in D etro it, New Y o rk  and San 

Francisco we saw grow ing signs o f a movement to achieve 
U nited Socialist T ickets. The position taken by the N ational 
G uardian in  support of the SWP candidates in  these cities 
broke new ground fo r the idea tha t socialists who w ant to 
advocate socialism should get together and act together. For 
its part the Socialist W orkers P arty  has made it am ply clear 
tha t i t  wants no narrow  monopoly. The SWP is ready to get 
together w ith  a ll those who are fo r socialism and opposed to 
the cap ita lis t parties and w o rk  out a m in im um  p la tfo rm  fo r 
un ited  action in the elections.

The struggle o f socialists to be heard on the electoral arena 
is not an easy one. I t  requires dogged, persistent and devoted 
a c tiv ity  to meet the almost p roh ib itive  requirem ents rigged by 
cap ita lis t legislators fo r the specific purpose of preventing in ­
dependent po litica l expression on the ballo t. Despite these ob­
stacles, the M ich igan SWP has collected over 31,000 signatures 
to place the p a rty  on the ballot. The necessary signatures have 
been secured in New Jersey. A t th is m om ent the buttle  is being 
waged to q u a lify  a socialist tic ke t in  Pennsylvania by securing 
a m in im um  of 12,000 signatures on nom inating petitions. We 
also have news o f a vigorous effort to bu ild  a socialist coa lition  
around the candidacy of Rev. Joseph P. K ing  in the Second 
Congressional D is tr ic t of Chicago. A t the same tim e efforts 
are underw ay to launch U nited Socialist T ickets in C aliforn ia , 
Washington, M innesota, W isconsin and other states.

Takes Work and Hard Cash
A ll  these campaigns, and p a rticu la rly  the hard preparatory 

w ork  tha t w il l  make them  possible, requ ire  money. F ighters fo r 
socialism do not sh irk  th e ir du ty  in th is  task. They go out in 
strenuous campaigns a fte r long hours in  factories. They so lic it 
signatures and spread the message. They dig in to th e ir meager 
resources and give generously to the funds. B u t they need 
re inforcem ent and support! We call on every socialist in  the 
U n ited  States who can hear our message to jo in  in  the so­
c ia lis t expansion d rive  in  1958. G ive w hatever you can and 
w rite  to us fo r in fo rm a tion  on how you can help the struggle 
fo r a U n iled  Socialist T icke t in  your area. W rite  to the So­
c ia lis t W orkers Party , 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, New Y ork  3, N. Y.

FUND SCOREBOARD
C ity Quota Paid Percent

B uffa lo  ............. ............ $1500 $525.00 35
Cleveland ......... ............  750 187.10 25
Los Angeles ..... ............  4600 1013.00 22
T w in  C ities ..... ............  1742 324.50 19
M ilw aukee ....... ............  300 55.00 18
Youngstown ..... ............  300 50.00 17
New Y o rk  ....... ............  5000 695.00 14
A lle n to w n  ....... ............  112 15.00 13
South ................. ............  200 25.00 13
D e tro it ............... ............  825 100.00 12
Chicago ............. ............  1716 110.00 6
N ew ark ............. ............  265 4.00 2
Seattle ............... ............  550 10.00 2
Boston ............... ............  600 — —

O akland ........... ............  265 --- —

Philade lph ia  .... ............  528 — —

P ittsburgh ......... ............  10 — —

St. Louis ......... ............  80 --- —

San Francisco .. ............  440 — —

General ............. ............  217 — —

Totals through
March 19 .......... ......... $20,000 $3,113.60 15

Local Directory
B O S T O N

W o r k e rs  E d u c a t io n a l C e n te r, G a in s -  
b o ro u g h  B ld g . ,  2 9 5  H u n t in g to n  A v e . 
M e e t in g s :  T u e s , n ig h ts .

B U F F A L O
M i l i t a n t  F o ru m , 831 M a in  S t. 

C H IC A G O
S o c ia l is t  W o r k e rs  P a r t y ,  77 7  W . 

A d a m s , D E  2 -9 7 3 6 .
C L E V E L A N D

S o c ia l is t  W o r k e rs  P a r ty  10609  S u ­
p e r io r  A v e .,  R o o m  301 , S W  1 -1818 . 
O pen  F r id a y  n ig h ts  7 to  9 .

D E T R O IT
E u g e n e  V ,  D e b s  H a ll,  3 7 3 7  W o o d ­

w a rd .

L O S  A N G E L E S
F o ru m  H a ll,  1702 E. 4 tb  S t., A n  

9 -4 9 6 3  o r  A N  3 -1 5 3 3 .

M ILW A U K E E
150 E a s t Ju n e a u  A v e .

MINNEAPOLIS
S o c ia l is t  W o r k e rs  P a r ty ,  322  H e n ­

n e p in  A v e .,  2 n d  f lo o r .  O pen  n o o n  to  
6 P .M . d a i ly  e x c e p t S u n d a y s .

N E W A R K
N e w a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , B o x  361 , 

N e w a rk , N . J .
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y

M i l i t a n t  L a b o r  1’ o ru m , 116 U n iv e r ­
s it y  P la ce . A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .

P H ILA D ELPH IA
M i l i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m  an d  C a m ­

p a ig n  H d q t r s .  S o c i a l i s t  W o r k e rs  
P a r ty ,  1303 W . G ir a rd  A v e .

SEATTLE
6 5 5  M a in  S t.,  M U tu a l 7 13 9 .

ST. LOUIS
F o r  in fo r m a t io n  p h o n e  M O  4 -7 1 9 4 .

Socialists Urged 
To Unite Behind 
Chi. Candidate

Britons Fight A-Policy of Tory Govt.
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S u b s c r ip t io n :  $3 p e r  y e a r ;  

$1 .50  f o r  6 m o n th s .  F o r ­

e ig n :  $4 .50  p e r  y e a r :  $2.25 

f o r  6 m o n th s .  C a n a d ia n : 

$3 .50  p e r  y e a r ;  $1 .75  f o r  6 

m o n th s .  B u n d le  o r d e r s :  5 

o r  m o re  c o p ie s  6 c  e a ch  in  

U .S .;  7c e a ch  in  fo re ig n  

c o u n tr ie s .

t h e  MILITANT
P u b lis h e d  W e e k ly  in  th e  In te re s ts  o f  th e  W o r k in g  P e op le  

T H E  M IL I T A N T  P U B L IS H IN G  A S S O C IA T IO N  
116 U n iv e r s i t y  P I., N .Y .  3, N .Y .  P h o n e : A L  5 -7 4 6 0  

E d i t o r :  D A N I E L  R O B E R T S  
B u s in e ss  M a n a g e r :  B E A T R IC E  A L L E N

S ig n e d  a r t ic le s  b y  c o n ­
t r ib u t o r s  do  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  
re p re s e n t  th e  M i l i t a n t ’ s 
p o lic ie s .  T h e s e  a re  e x p re s ­
sed in  i t s  e d i to r ia ls .

“ E n te re d  a s  s e co n d  c la s s  
m a t te r  M a rc h  7, 1944 u t  th e  
P o s t O ff ic e  a t  N e w  Y o rk ,  
N .Y .,  u n d e r  th e  a c t  o f  
M m c h  3. 1679.“
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A  True Confession
m ajo r parties in  Pennsylvania, and na­
tio n a lly  too, are contro lled  by the w ealthy. 
B u t i t ’s always good to get the facts from  
the horse’s mouth.

F ortuna te ly , there ’s another side to 
the p ic tu re  — the fact tha t socialists are 
ready to buck the m a jo r parties w ithou t 
benefit of w ea lthy  backers. In  Pennsyl­
vania, fo r example, the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty  ju s t opened a d rive  to get 12,000 
petitions to w in  a place on the ba llo t th is 
November. Pennsylvania w orkers can ad­
vance th e ir  class interests by f il l in g  the 
SWP petitions, ju s t as the w ea lthy ad­
vance the irs  by f il l in g  the Republican 
and Dem ocratic coffers.

figures reported in  the M arch 3 issue of 
I. F. Stone’s W eekly, the U. S. govern­
m ent w i l l  sell more than $13-b illion  w orth  
o f obsolete m ilita ry  equipm ent fo r scrap. 
I t  w il l  receive a net re tu rn  from  the sal­
vage companies of about three cents on 
the dollar.

Now there ’s a “ m ake-w ork”  program 
th a t’s in  keeping w ith  E isenhower’s v iew  
of the Am erican W ay of L ife . The m u­
n itions kings coin a fo rtune  m aking the 
equipm ent and the junkm en make an­
o ther one scrapping it. True, the $4 b illio n  
a year tha t goes down the d ra in  on th is 
deal could be used to pu t people to w ork 
bu ild ing  homes, schools and hospitals. 
B u t a fte r a ll, we can’t  afford to “ d u ll p r i­
vate in it ia tiv e .”

A  Sinister Figure

Many Hail Sobell's Transfer from Alcatraz

*
H E LE N  A N D  M O RTO N SOBELL

By M Y R A  TAN N ER  WEISS
M AR C H  19— “ I  have w ritte n  

to A tlan ta  prison asking fo r 
perm ission fo r m yself and the 
ch ild ren  to make our firs t v is it 
there since M orton a rrived ,”  
Mrs. Sobell explained when 
asked about plans to v is it her 
husband, recently  transferred 
out o f A lcatraz. “'We can hard­
ly  w a it u n til we see each other 
again.”

Helen Sobell has received 
many w arm  messages from  
friends congratu la ting her on 
the success of the seven-year 
struggle to gel the young scien­
tis t transferred from  A lcatraz. 
Waldo F rank, noted author, 
w rote, " I  feel confident that 
th is  firs t step w il l  soon lead to 
others. The day of freedom fo r 
your u n ju s tly  persecuted hus­
band — may i t  be ve ry  near!"

Senator Langer of N orth  Da­
kota w rote, “ I t  is jus t m igh ty  
nice to know  tha t M r. Sobell 
is now much closer to you and 
the ch ild ren  . . A nd  Rev. 
Peter McCormack, fo rm er P ro ­
testant chaplain at A lcatraz 
wrote, “ Now tha t the firs t step 
has been taken leading to M o r­
ton’s freedom, w e w il l  continue 
to believe tha t r ig h t w il l  t r i ­
umph and our hopes be fu l­
filled .”
ARR IVES A T  A T L A N T A

M orton Sobell a rrived  in  his 
new prison quarters on March 
7. In  his firs t le tte r to his w ife  
he w rote, “ S tarted from  Leav­
enw orth  early, early  Monday 
m orn ing by bus, stopping by 
n igh t at one o f the  federal 
places. So i t  w en t fo r five  days 
u n til I  got here. I t  was rea lly  
w onderfu l to  pass through the 
countryside and towns by bus. 
I t  was the week o f sandwiches. 
Tha t’s w ha t I  ate a ll week on 
the bus except fo r breakfast . . .

“ A l l  th rough the t r ip  upper­
most in m y m ind was the  ques­
tion, ‘When w il l  be the next 
tim e I ’l l  be able to see a ll th is  
again.’

“ B u t now i t ’s tw o weeks, dear

love, and I  have not heard from  
you a ll th is  tim e. I  know  you 
m ust have w rit te n  here, bu t 
then i t  m ay take a w h ile  fo r 
th ings to stra ighten out . , .

“ I  haven’t  ye t gotten m y 
books, etc. A nd  also I ’m  in  
tem porary quarters. I ’l l  p rob­
ab ly have to appear before the 
classification board before you 
w il l  be a llowed to v is it. I t ’s 
on ly one v is it each calendar 
month. Thus you have to come

at the end o f the m onth to get 
tw o v is its  in  one tr ip  . . .

“ The m ain  question w ith  
w h ich  I  am concerning m yself 
s t i l l  rem ains the  legal action 
fo r  the fu tu re  —  when and 
how?

“ I f  I  had had pencil and 
paper and were a w rite r, m y 
tr ip  w ou ld  have made qu ite  a 
chronicle. I  trave led  almost 
5,000 m iles from  San Francisco

to A tlan ta , at one po in t com­
ing w ith in  200 m iles o f you.”

A N N IV E R S A R Y

M orton  Sobell w ished his w ife  
a happy anniversary from  his 
prison cell in  A tlan ta . March 
10 was the 12th A nn ive rsary  
o f th e ir wedding. O n ly  five  of 
those years have been spent 
together.

There are a num ber of im ­
portan t advantages in  A tlan ta  
P en iten tia ry ’s regulations over 
those of A lcatraz. W h ile  more 
v is its  are not perm itted , they 
may be longer. A tla n ta  prison­
ers are perm itted  to subscribe 
to newspapers. They have ac­
cess to a lib ra ry , comm isary 
priv ileges and a w ide r range of 
w o rk  possibilities.

Most im portan t, paro le is 
never granted to an A lcatraz 
prisoner. Thus the transfer 
gives grounds fo r hope fo r 
M orton Sobell’s freedom. And 
since A tla n ta  is much closer to 
both  his fa m ily  and his a t­
torneys, v is its  and consultations 
can be arranged more easily.

The Globe and M a il, a T o r­
onto d a ily  paper, March 17, 
carried the news of Sobell's 
transfer from  A lcatraz. R eport­
er J. V . M cAree commented, 
“ O f course, we do not know  
w hether Sobell is innocent. We 
do know  tha t he was condemn­
ed at a tim e  w hen m illio n s  of 
Am ericans were hysterica l about 
communism and tha t i t  was 
easy enough fo r  an innocent 
m an to be convicted on the 
p rinc ip le  Of ‘g u ilt  by associa­
tio n .’ ”

NEW  BACKERS

Among the m any new sup­
porters o f the appeal fo r Pres­
iden tia l action to free M orton 
Sobell are: W ilson C. Riles of 
Los Angeles, who is w ith  the 
Fe llow sh ip  o f Reconcilia tion; 
Rev. A lb e r t E. Meyers of Jer- 
omesville, Ohio; D r. Bernard 
M. Bass o f Louisiana State U n i-

Schedule Brooklyn 
Meeting for Sobell

A n  Appeal fo r  Freedom 
meeting w il l  be held on Sun­
day, M arch 30, 8 P.M. at 
Sunrise M anor, 1638 P itk in  
Ave., B rook lyn , sponsored 
by the B row nsville -East New 
Y o rk  Committee to Free 
M orton  Sobell. A  film  on the 
Sobell case w il l  be featured. 
Speakers w il l  exp la in  the 
issues in  the case o f the 
young scientist who was 
fram ed up on "conspiracy’* 
charges w ith  the Rosenbergs 
in  the hysteria of the w itc h ­
hunt. Adm ission to  the meet­
ing is b y  con tr ib u tio n  o f 49 
cents.

ve rs ify ; and P rof. Cyrus P, 
Barnum , J r. and P rof. Lou is T i 
Safer, both o f the U n ive rs ity  o f 
M innesota.

A  special leafle t d raw ing  the  
para lle l between the D reyfus 
case and the fram e-up o f M o r­
ton Sobell is being w id e ly  dis­
tr ibu ted  a t theaters show ing 
the film , “ I Accuse.”  A  special 
leaflet has also been issued by 
the Sobell Com m ittee com par­
ing the Rosenberg-Sobell case 
to the Salem w itch c ra ft tr ia ls  
in  the 17th century. Th is leaflet 
is being d is tribu ted  at the cu r­
re n t N ew Y o rk  show ing o f A r ­
th u r M ille r ’s p lay, “ The C ruc i­
ble.”

In  add ition to these activ ities, 
the Com m ittee to Secure Jus­
tice fo r M orton  Sobell has is­
sued a new ed ition  o f the  14- 
page tab lo id  conta in ing the 
news o f Sobell’s trans fe r to  
A tlan ta  and reporting  the  latest 
developments in  the  campaign 
fo r  Executive action. P e lilio n *  
are being c ircu la ted w id e ly  
th roughout the  coun try  and 
support fo r Sobell's freedom is 
grow ing.

One of the most e v il pub lic  figures 
to emerge in  recent years is the po litic ian - 
scientist D r. Edward Teller.

In  the service of the most reaction­
ary forces in  th is  country, T e lle r has 
functioned as ch ie f propagandist fo r the 
keep - nuclear - tests - going advocates. He 
helped torpedo an agreement to h a lt the 
tests last June by com ing fo rw a rd  w ith , 
the fabrica tion  tha t the U.S. was on the 
verge of developing a “ clean”  bomb..

T e lle r is w ith  the A tom ic  E fiergy 
Commission in its efforts to deceive the 
Am erican people in to  be liev ing tha t the 
USSR could v io la te  a test ban w ith o u t 
detection and tha t a ban is therefore un­
enforceable.

Again, a lthough the w o r ld ’s most 
em inent scientists have proven by a mass 
of evidence tha t continu ing tests menace 
hum an ity , Te lle r, in  a M arch 2 Meet the 
Press in te rv iew  declared w ith o u t a blush: 
“ W orld -w ide  fa llo u t is as dangerous to 
human health as being one ounce over­
w e igh t or smoking one cigarette every 
tw o  m onths.”

How does T e lle r get away w ith  th is  
k in d  o f business? M a in ly  th rough a care­
fu l ly  developed p u b lic ity  campaign w hich 
touts h im  as a scientific genius and as 
“ Fa ther o f the H-bom b.”

He earned th is  s in ister t it le  and his 
prom inence by he lp ing the M cC arthy ites 
c ru c ify  physic ist J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
who, on m ora l and scientific  grounds, 
in it ia l ly  protested against T rum an ’s edict

to make the H-bomb although he subse­
quen tly  w ent along w ith  it. A c tu a lly  i t  
was the Los Alamos laboratories w h ich  
Oppenheimer headed th a t developed the 
H-bomb, w h ile  T e lle r’s labora to ry  turned 
out a dud.

T e lle r has been one o f the most voci­
ferous o f the “ hate Russia”  gang. H is 
fa ls ifica tion  o f scientific facts to f i t  his 
anti-Sovie t po litics  has been so crass as 
to draw  the fire  o f p o lit ic a lly  conserva­
tiv e  scientists. Most recently, he was the 
subject o f scathing c ritic ism  by Dr. H a r­
rison Brown, professor o f geochemistry 
at the C a lifo rn ia  In s titu te  o f Technology 
and a pa rtic ipan t in  the w artim e  M an­
hattan pro ject fo r  development o f the 
A-bomb.

D r. B row n, in  a M arch 9 lecture at 
the U n ive rs ity  of M innesota, declared: “ I t  
seems clear to me tha t Dr. T e lle r is mo­
tiva ted  by a deep-rooted hatred of the 
Soviet U n ion tha t borders on the fan ­
atic . . . ”

H it t in g  T e lle r’s assertion tha t an 
agreement to ha lt the tests could not be 
enforced, D r. B row n said, “ I  challenge 
th is  v iew , and in  doing so I  do not stand 
alone in  the scientific w o rld .”

“ I  believe tha t Dr. Te lle r is w i l l fu l ly  
d is to rting  the rea lities of the  s itua tion ,” 
he added.

D r. B row n ’s b lun t, unambiguous 
statements aid the figh t fo r peace. Effec­
tiv e  opposition to the nuclear menace 
demands exposure of such dangerous 
demagogues as Teller.

BR O O KLYN
Special “ Appeal For Free­

dom ”  meeting fo r  M orton So­
bell. See exc iting  film  of Sobell 
case. Speaker, entertainm ent. 
Sunday, March 30, 8 P.M. Sun­
rise Manor, 1638 P itk in  Ave. 
(near B ris to l St.) C on tribu tion  
494. Auspices: B row nsville -East 
New Y o rk  Com m ittee to Free 
M orton Sobell.

•
D ETR O IT

F riday, March 28, 8 P.M. —

Just Reprinted

Bill Haywood's 
Book

The autobiography o f the 
great IW W  leader.

368 pages $3.50
Pioneer Publishers 

116 U n ive rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  3. N. Y.

“ W ork ing  Class W it and H u ­
m or,”  a selection o f readings. 
A t Eugene V. Debs H a ll, 3737 
Woodward. Auspices: F riday
N igh t Socialist Forum .

•
NEW  YO R K

Sat., A p r i l  5, 8 P.M. “ U.S. 
P o licy  in  N o rth  A frica .”  Speak­
er: D anie l Roberts, SWP Can­
didate fo r Senator from  New 
Jersey, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place. 
Ausp.: M ilita n t Labor Forum. 
C ontrib . 50 cents.

•
P H IL A D E L P H IA

L iv e ly  Discussion-Classes each 
week. Wednesdays, 8 P.M.: “ The 
Soviet U nion — W hat I t  Is; 
Where I t  Is Going.”  Ins tructo r, 
D. L. Weiss. Fridays, 8:30 P.M.: 
“ Socialist V iew  o f Events of 
the Week.”  Ins tructo r, H oward 
Le Compte. Classes fo llow ed 
by in fo rm a l social evenings. 
1303 W. G ira rd  Ave.

W erre Mobilized for Freedom!!
W AN TED : You and a ll you r friends.

FOR: Reaching signers w ith  our appeal to  the
President on behalf o f M orton  Sobell.

p —  -
JUSTICE: Depends on you — jo in  us

NOW : Every Saturday —  11 A .M . to 2 P.M.
Sunday —  1:30 to 4 P.M.

A t the L . A . Sobell Com m ittee Office.
462 No. W estern Ave., Suite 3 H o lly w o o d  4-4725

Petitioning for 
Sobell Begins 
In Chicago

CHICAGO . M arch 17 —  The 
film ed te levis ion in te rv ie w  of 
Helen Sobell by  John W ingate 
on "N ig h t Beat" was shown at 
a m eeting o f the  M ilita n t L a ­
bor Forum  here, F riday, March 
14. Haven Perkins, m idwest d i­
rector o f the  Com m ittee to Se­
cure Justice fo r M orton  Sobell, 
was the m ain speaker.

Petitions asking fo r Presiden­
tia l action to free the young 
scientist, now serving a 30-year 
term  in  prison, are being c ir ­
culated door-to-door and on 
street corners. S ix  people w o rk ­
ed in the Hyde Park ne ighbor­
hood and obtained 27 signa­
tures and $10 in  contributions 
in  one hour.

Petitioners at the fo rum  meet­
ing  to ld  the audience of the 
discussions tha t developed in 
the course of th e ir w o rk  and 
the sym pathy they met.

Regular m obilizations fo r pe­
tit io n  w o rk  are being sched­
uled. On March 30 petitioners 
w il l  meet at 11 A.M . a t the 
home o f K . Sanders, 5017 
Blackstone in  Chicago. Those 
who are interested in  ob ta in ­
ing petitions, arranging fo r the 
show ing o f the film  to a house- 
party, c lub or organization, 
should contact Haven Perkins, 
1423 E. 60 St., o r telephone NO 
7-8069.

Socialist 
Youth Paper 
Wins Rights

BOULDER, Col. —  In  a p re ­
cedent-setting decision affecting 
c iv il  liberties on the campus, 
the U n ive rs ity  of Colorado 
Board of Regents has ru led  in  
favo r of a llow ing  sales or dis 
tr ibu tions  of a ll periodicals on 
campus.

The action was the fina l o u t­
come of a controversy started 
w ith  the d is tribu tion  o f copies 
o f the Young Socialist, a m onth ­
ly  newspaper published in  New 
York, on the U n ive rs ity  of 
Colorado campus here last fa ll 
Support has been gaining over 
the last few  months fo r  the 
r ig h t to  d is tribu te  any non-com­
m ercial lite ra tu re  on campus. 
The Colorado D a ily  (Campus 
newspaper), the Associated Stu 
dents of the U n ive rs ity , Regent 
Fred Betz, the Colorado A m e ri­
can C iv il L ibe rties  U nion and 
large numbers o f students have 
spoken up in  support o f the 
r ig h t o f the Young Socialist 
and a ll o ther non-com mercial 
lite ra tu re  to be d istribu ted . 
PROPER PLACES

The A C LU  stated, “ i t  is our 
feeling tha t the pub lic  streets 
and sidewalks o f our state u n i­
vers ity  are ‘na tu ra l and proper 
places fo r the dissem ination of 
in fo rm a tion  and op in ion ’ and 
tha t a fo rm a l res tric tion  by the 
U n ive rs ity  w ou ld  be ‘state ac­
tio n ’ w ith in  the res tric tion  of 
the Fourteenth amendment.”

In  a le tte r to Ed Kahn, ed ito r 
o f the Colorado D a ily , T im  
W ohlfo rth , Young Socialist m an­
aging ed ito r, stated, “ I  w ish to 
thank you in  behalf o f the 
Young Socia list and its  sup­
porters fo r you r help in  secur­
ing  c iv il libe rties  a t the U n i­
ve rs ity  o f Colorado campus. 
This case is o f concern not 
s im p ly to the YS o r even jus t 
to socialists. I t  is o f funda­
m ental concern to  a ll who w ish 
to see the Am erican Campus 
be a place where the student 
is exposed to a ll ideas and can 
free ly  choose fo r h im se lf w ha t 
he wishes to read, hear, say, or 
w rite .”

The im pact o f the Colorado 
decision w il l  be fe lt on other 
campuses th roughout the coun­
try  w hich at present ban lite ra ­
ture  from  the campus. Support­
ers o f the  Young Socialist on 
the Los Angeles campus of the 
U n ivers ity  of C a lifo rn ia  (U C LA ) 
are approaching the adm in is­
tra tion , fa cu lty  and student 
body w ith  the proposal to open 
up the campus fo r the free dis­
tr ib u tio n  or sale o f a ll pe riod i­
cals. The local A C LU  and its 
student a ffilia te  at U C LA  have 
expressed concern over the 
question o f the freedom o f stu­
dent expression on campus. The 
student A C LU  chapiter, has set 
up a com m ittee fo r Freedom of 
Student Expression w h ich  w il l  
look in to  the m atter.

Letters from Our Readers
A Full Page 
For Letters
E dito r:

I  o ffer m y comments on " re ­
action of new (ex-Com m unist 
P arty  member) reader”  who 
w ro te : “ The M ilita n t should
have a ‘le tte r to the E d ito r’ 
column fo r rank-and-file  read­
ers to express ourselves, and 
. . . c ritic ize  . . . ”

I, too, early in  the cold w ar, 
was a Com m unist P a rty  mem­
ber as w e ll as a regu lar reader 
o f the D a ily  W orker. In  1947 
and ’48, I  w ro te  a num ber of 
letters to the D W  ed ito r on the 
need fo r sizable space fo r read­
ers’ comments, suggestions and 
critic ism s. B u t the D W  and CP 
excluded rank-and-file  p a rt ic i­
pation in  po licy  fo rm u la tion  
and tha t is w hy they perished.

Here are some reasons w hy 
a socialist newspaper m ust con­
ve rt a sizable portion  o f its  
space (about a page) to  its  
readers’ remarks. A  socialist 
m ovem ent is based on the sci­
ence o f d ia lectica l m ateria lism . 
In  any scientific endeavor many 
heads are be tte r than a few. 
M a rx is t socialism is based on 
the fusion o f theory and prac­
tice. Reduced to its  sim plest 
terms, th is means the fusion of 
the leaders w ith  the rank  and 
file. Th is can on ly  be effected 
by reciprocal education. F o r a 
newspaper, th is  means the con­
tinuous exchange o f news, ideas 
and experiences by the staff 
and its  readers.

The p rim a ry  fu nc tion  o f a 
socialist newspaper in  th is  final 
phase o f cap ita lis t crisis is tha t 
o f organizing and educating the 
people fo r  socialism —  in  the 
shortest possible lim e .

Is there any w ay in  w h ich  
the rank-and-file  vanguard of 
the people’s m ovem ent can

THE N A T IO N A L -L IB E R A T IO N  
M O VEM EN T IN  TH E EAST by 
V. I. Len in . 348 pages. $1.00 plus 
15<s postage.

Excerpts, artic les and speech­
es from  1914 to 1923, some of 
w hich have never before ap­
peared in  English.

• •  •
THE I. W . W. A  S tudy of 
Am erican Syndicalism . B y  Paul 
Brissenden. 438 pp. O rig ina l 
price, $7.50. N ow $5.75 plus 154 
postage.

The most au tho rita tive  w o rk  
on the h is to ry  of the I. W. W., 
i t  includes details on conven­
tions and in te rna l struggles, 
and po rtra its  o f the leading 
figures in  th is  early  revo lu ­
tiona ry  movement. A  m ust fo r 
every student of A m erican So­
c ia lis t h is to ry.

•  *  *

A M E R IC A N  LA B O R  STRUG­
GLES. B y  Samuel Ye llen . 398

more q u ick ly  feel, n u rtu re  and 
develop its u n ity  than through 
the m edium  o f exchange of 
ideas and experiences in  a na­
tio n a l newspaper?

Leaving  aside a socialist 
party, the three components of 
a socialist mass m ovem ent are: 
its press, the press’ reader- 
w orkers and the mass workers. 
O bviously the m idd le  compon­
ent is the key and p ivo ta l one. 
The reader-workers fo rm  the 
connecting lin k  between theory 
(the leadership and its press) 
and practice (d a ily  struggles of 
the mass o f the workers.

A nd  so the  prim e M arx is t 
approach to socialism is by w ay 
of th is  “ connecting lin k .”  The 
developm ent o f th is m idd le  
group is, therefore, o f para­
m ount importance. A n d  p ro v id ­
ing these people adequate 
space in  socialist news organs 
fo r exchanging th e ir  ideas and 
experiences is the most effec­
tive  way o f fostering th a t de­
velopm ent. This is how the so­
c ia lis t mass m ovem ent grows 
and develops.

I  therefore most strong ly 
recommend tha t you adopt th is 
“ transfo rm ing ”  tactic w ith  the 
least possible delay. In  so do­
ing, you sacrifice, o r exchange 
a page o f new s-reporting fo r  a 
page o f new s-m aking and your 
paper and the mass movement 
w il l  both grow !

G, R.
Lo ra in . Ohio

On Civil Rights
E dito r:

The Feb. 24 M ilita n t carried 
a le tte r from  some northern  
person on the Negro question 
in  w h ich  the idea o f the use of 
bourgeois la w  fo r  the protec­
tion  o f righ ts  o f a m in o r ity  
group was rid icu led .

I  was m ost pleased to see 
th is  le tte r carried. The v iew

pp. Paper. $1.50 p lus 154 post­
age.

F o r those unacquainted w ith  
Am erican labor h is to ry  th is  is 
an excellent book to begin 
w ith . U nion members should 
read i t  to  learn how unionism 
was b u ilt  in  Am erica, and so­
cialists w il l  find  i t  n o t on ly  a 
storehouse o f in fo rm a tion  bu t 
an inva luab le  tool fo r  the ir
educational w ork.

*  *  *

THE F O U N D A T I O N S  OF 
C H R IS T IA N IT Y . B y K a r l K au t- 
sky. 401 pp. O rig in a lly  $5.50. 
Now $3.00 plus 154 postage.

A n  e x tra o rd ina rily  profound 
h is torica l s tudy o f the h ithe rto  
unexplained and unexplored o r­
igins o f C h ris tian ity . A  M a rx is t 
classic. ♦ * *
K A R L  L IE B K N E C H T , Man 
W ithou t a C ountry. By K a r l W. 
M eyer. 180 pp. $3.25.

In  the  generation since the

expressed the  opin ion o f a few 
o ld -tim e protest people o f the 
type who have no illusions 
about the ro le  o f the cap ita lis t 
state. However, I  feel th is  v iew  
is u tte r ly  out o f keeping w ith  
the re a lity  o f 1958 U.S.A.

Under the cu rre n t conditions, 
i t  seems to me the en tire  le ft 
m ust o f necessity press fo r any 
and every law  w h ich  theore tic ­
a lly  offers protection in  r ig h t 
to w ork, r ig h t to live , r ig h t to 
be human, o f any and a ll peo­
ple. To me these laws have no 
meaning except as they are 
backed by the angry insistence 
o f people. A  law , o f course, is 
a piece o f paper and noth ing  
more. I t  does have sym bol v a l­
ue in  th is c iv iliza tio n  as o f to ­
day. The vast m a jo rity  of 
Am ericans do not dare to be 
“ agin”  the law , even in  park ing  
a car.

F rom  th is  standpoint, the 
sim plest and most elemental of 
a ll, I  th in k  i t  fo llow s th a t the 
M ilita n t should oppose the con­
cept o f the le tte r carried on 
you r Negro program.

Y ou r Negro program  now in  
process o f fo rm a tion  m ust be 
broad enough, at th is  tim e, to 
embrace m any diverse elements 
inc lud ing  th a t great m a jo rity  
who have e ithe r respect o r fear 
fo r  the la w  as such. The le ft 
knows no law  is m ore than 
words b u t these words are by­
words —  w itness L it t le  Rock, 
etc. —  fo r people who are not 
anti-N egro b u t lack the guts 
or know ledge to speak out 
fo r them in  e ithe r South or 
N orth . Such people say: “ We 
m ust conform . We m ust obey 
the U. S. Supreme Court. I t  is 
law .”  I  th in k  th is  reasoning 
should be protected and fos te r­
ed by the le ft  where laws in 
favor o f c iv il r ig h ts  are con­
cerned.

assassination o f th is great revo­
lu tio n a ry  leader there has been 
on ly one o ther biography of 
h im  w ritte n , and i t  has not 
been translated from  the G er­
man. Th is new biography in  
E nglish w il l  f i l l  a deplorable 
gap in  the bookcases o f so­
c ia lis t-m inded Americans.

*  »  *

Order the above from  Pioneer 
P u b l i s h e r s ,  116 U n ive rs ity  
Place, New Y o rk  3, N. Y.

1917-1957
A  special ed ition  o f Peter 

F ryer's  The N ew sletter hon­
o ring  the  40th A nn ive rsary  
of the Russian Revolution.

40 pages 30 cents
O rder from :
The M ilita n t 

116 U n ive rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  3. N . Y.

Dr. Condon 
To Discuss 
‘ Risk’ Issue

N EW  YO R K —  D r. Edw ard 
U. Condon, long a target of the 
w itch  hunters, w i l l  be the key» 
note speaker at a m eeting on 
"Scientists, Teachers and Se* 
c u rity ,"  on F riday, M arch 28 at 
the H otel New Y orker, under 
the sponsorship o f the Emer» 
gency C iv il L ibe rties  Com» 
m iltee.

Chairm an o f the Department; 
o f Physics at W ashington U n i­
versity, D r. Condon was d riven  
from  his post as D irec to r o f 
the N ationa l Bureau o f Stan­
dards as a “ security r is k ”  a fte r 
an attack was leveled against 
h im  by the House U n-Am erican 
A c tiv it ie s  Committee.

O ther partic ipants in  a round 
table discussion w h ich  w i l l  fo l­
lo w  Dr. Condon’s address w i l l  
be D r. S trin g fe llow  B arr, h is ­
to rian  and author o f the w ide­
ly -read novel, “ P ure ly  Academ» 
ic,”  and a tto rney V ic to r R abino- 
w itz, counsel fo r the Teachers 
U nion o f New Y ork . I. F. Stone 
w il l  serve as chairm an. The 
audience w il l  be inv ited  to par­
tic ipa te  in  the discussion.

The meeting w il l  be held at 
8:30 P.M. Coffee and dessert 
w il l  be served. Reservations, at 
$2.50 each, can be made bT 
w r it in g  or phoning the  ECLC. 
421 Seventh Ave., New Y o rk  
C ity  — O X fo rd  5-2863.

The ECLC is sponsoring th is  
m eeting as pa rt o f its  na tiona l 
campaign to abolish a ll inqu is ­
ito r ia l committees o f Congress.

Planned an Honest, 
Useful Life; But 
Soon Cave Up Idea

A  Feb. 25 U n ited  Press d is­
patch from  W ashington reports: 
“ The boyhood am bition  o f John 
Foster Dulles was to be a loco­
m otive engineer. The Secretary 
o f State revealed th is  today on 
his 70th b irth d a y  . . .  he noted 
that i t  had been w rit te n  th a t 
he a lways wanted to be Secre­
ta ry  of State. W ith  a chuckle 
he presented his denial.”

From  his own account, D u l­
les apparently  was able to hold 
ou t in  his in ten tion  to  go 
s tra igh t on ly  t i l l  about the age 
o f ten.

Book-a-Month
E L  C AM PESIN O :

L IF E  A N D  D E A TH  
IN  SO VIET R U SSIA 
By V a len tin  Gonzales 

A nd  Ju lian  G o rk in  
218 pages

O rig ina l Price $3.50 
Book-a-M onth Price $1 
(plus 15 cents postage) 

P IO NEER PU BLISH ER S 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place 

New Y o rk  3. N .Y .

H . F.
New Y o rk

I t ’s a rare occasion when a cap ita lis t 
po litic ia n  adm its who is master of the 
house. B u t Senator Joseph C lark, a Penn­
sylvania Democrat, d id  ju s t tha t in  a 
speech M arch 15 at the U n ive rs ity  of 
Pennsylvania. The New Y o rk  Times re­
ports tha t C la rk  explained tha t “ both 
m a jo r parties m ust depend on w ea lthy  
men and women fo r the success of po­
lit ic a l campaigns.”  “ Is tha t an ev il th ing?” 
C la rk  asked. “ I  personally th in k  tha t i t  
is. B u t we have got i t  and we have to 
liv e  w ith  it . ”

Now, we socialists have always had 
more than a strong suspicion tha t the

In  a M arch 18 speech about the de­
pression, P resident E isenhower said he 
is opposed in  p rinc ip le  to a pub lic  works 
program , or as he calls it, a “ m ake-w ork”  
program . He says i t  “ tends to supplant 
ra th e r than supplem ent”  p riva te  enter­
prise and i t  “ du lls  the edge of priva te  
in it ia t iv e .”

B u t E isenhower isn ’t against a ll form s 
o f “ m ake-w ork.”  Show h im  one tha t sup­
plements ra the r than supplants, one tha t 
whets ra the r than du lls  the edge of cap­
ita lis t p ro fits  and he’s a ll fo r it. As a 
m a tte r of fact we already have such a 
program  and i t  happens to be the most 
stupendous in  h istory.

Between now and 1959, according to

Eisenhower's Economics



The Kindly Rep. Saund
------------------------------------  By S H IR LE Y  C LA R K  ----------------------------------

Am ong the most exp lo ited people in  th is 
coun try  are the M exican ag ricu ltu ra l w o rk ­
ers o f C a lifo rn ia . W ealthy ranchers im port 
cheap labor from  across the border and in 
cjollusion w ith  governm ent offic ia ls, w o rk  
them  fo r next to noth ing and ship them  back 
as soon as the intense period o f w o rk  is over.

Nowhere in  the U n ited  States is there 
greater contrast Between the r ic h  and the 
poor. A nd nowhere is there greater e xp lo ita ­
tio n  o f labor. Social w orkers cluck th e ir 
tongues; do-gooders plead fo r p ro tective leg­
is la tion  and most labor bureaucrats look the 
o ther w ay — no b ig rake-o ff in  dues on these 
m ig ra to ry  workers.

A lm ost everyone, however, in  C a lifo rn ia  
pretends compassion fo r the rov ing  fo llow ers 
o f the crops. Everyone tha t is, except the l ib ­
era l Congressman, D. S. Saund, Democrat. H is 
heart bleeds fo r the store keepers in  the 
border towns, E l Centro, B raw ley  and C a l­
exico. T he ir busines is bad. So Representa­
tiv e  Saund, according to a Feb. 28 U nited 
Press dispatch, rushed to the rescue w ith  
leg is la tion to help them.

Saund introduced a b il l  to prevent M e x i­

can workers from  re tu rn in g  to the ir homes in 
M exico more than once a month. This w ould 
force them  to shop fo r th e ir needs on the 
U. S. side of the border —  where they have 
to pay more fo r the few  necessities they are 
compelled to buy.

Saund w ould  go even fu r th e r to help the 
poor shop-keepers. H is proposed b i l l  w ould 
re s tric t the am ount o f merchandise, tobacco 
and food, w h ich  the ranchers hand out to 
supplem ent the starvation wages they pay.

Saund doesn’t  propose to force the ranch­
ers to pay be tte r wages. He ju s t wants to see 
to i t  tha t the bosses don 't supply these1 ne­
cessities.

The fact tha t Saund is a representative of 
a m in o r ity  group tha t has itse lf been sub­
jected to the super-explo ita tion  o f C a liforn ia  
fa rm  factories —  his ancestors came from  
In d ia  —  doesn’t  seem to affect h im  much. 
Unless perhaps, i t  made h im  a ll the more 
concerned to demonstrate tha t his sympathies 
don’t  necessarily go to those who are d is­
crim inated against, persecuted, over-worked 
and under-paid. Every m in o rity  group has a 
few  like  Saund in  its  ranks.

Shoe-Happy Sybarite
------------------------------- By JOYCE C O W L E Y ---------------------------------

A m erica ’s best dressed women spend 
$10,000 to $100,000 a year on clothes —  not 
inc lud ing  fu rs  and jewels.

This is jus t one o f the s ta rtlin g  disclos­
ures in an a rtic le  in  the cu rren t Ladies Home 
Journa l w h ich  te lls  w hat i t  takes to get on 
the “ best dressed’’ lis t. In  case you feel any 
id le  cu rios ity  about how they spend more 
money on clothes in  one year than many o f 
us make in  a life tim e, I ’l l  summarize a few  
illu m in a tin g  details.

F irs t, i t  is necessary to get in  shape to 
w ear the clothes and tha t in  itse lf may run  
as high as $350 a week fo r facials, hairdos, 
massage and vapor baths. Pure queen-bee 
je lly , w hich makes your sk in  look young, costs 
$2,000 a pound.

As fo r the clothes themselves, the New 
Y o rk  wardrobe of one o f the women who fre ­
quen tly  makes the best-dressed l is t  includes 
the fo llo w in g  items:

F ive  fu r  coats —  one fu r-lin e d , s ix cloth, 
three coat and dress ensembles, fo u r jackets; 
<14 ba ll gowns, 14 cockta il dresses, 19 suits, 26 
daytim e dresses, 42 blouses, 29 sweaters, 225 
pairs o f gloves, 89 pairs o f shoes, and s im ila r 
quantities of slips, girdles, stockings, etc.

A no ther woman on the l is t "keeps 
wardrobes at a ll her houses although she may 
not v is it one fo r five  years. When she does 
a rrive , she finds w a itin g  room fuls o f dresses, 
suits, hats and hundreds o f pairs o f shoes . . . 
she is especially fond of shoes."

To give a rough idea of the price o f the 
items mentioned above —  suits run  from  $800 
to  $1,000, daytim e dresses from  $500 to $700, 
ba ll gowns from  $950 to $2,500 (the one th a t 
cost $2,500 is hand-em broidered w ith  thous­
ands o f t in y  sequins and beads, and i t  is 
reassuring to learn tha t “ i t  w il l  last a long

tim e ” ). F u r coats may be as l i t t le  as $200, 
or as much as $58,000 fo r a re a lly  good sable. 
The to ta l replacem ent value of the complete 
wardrobe is estimated at $1,500,000 which, 
according to the Ladies Home Journal, is not 
unusually  high .

I  w on ’t take up space w ith  any more 
statistics as I th in k  th is  is enough to give a 
general p icture . I do have a purpose in  p re­
senting th is  b r ie f summ ary. I  believe i t  
answers a question I  was asked at Rutgers 
when I  spoke there a fe w  weeks ago. One of 
the economics professors wanted to know  i f  
I had any critic ism  o f the cap ita lis t method of 
d is tribu tion , and i f  so, what?

I  m ig h t have answered tha t the capita lis t 
method is absurd, fo r  in  a sense i t  is, when 
one wom an keeps hundreds o f pairs of shoes 
in  each o f her homes, obviously more shoes 
than she can ever wear out. I t  w ou ld  take 
years to w ear each pa ir ju s t one day. B u t 
when I  th in k  of ch ild ren  whose feet are 
cramped by shoes that are loo sm all, and un­
employed w orkers padding th e ir th in  soles 
w ith  newspapers to keep out the damp and 
cold, i t  no longer seems absurd, bu t c rim ina l.

“ H ow  w il l  you determ ine w ha t people 
need under socialism?”  the professor asked. 
“ Who w il l  decide?”

I  don’t have any b lueprin ts, b u t I  am 
sure i t  w on’t be the people who are m aking 
decisions now —  decisions w hich resu lt in  one 
person ow ning a thousand pairs o f shoes w h ile  
someone else hasn’t  one good pair. In  my 
opinion, and I th in k  most w orkers w il l  agree, 
they have proved they are not qua lified fo r 
the job. I  am also sure tha t no one w il l  ac­
cum ulate room fuls o f shoes, dresses, sweaters 
or coats u n til each one o f us has been sup­
p lied  w ith  basic necessities.

Movie Review
--------------- By TR EN T H U T T E R -----------------

Realism in Hollywood and Italy
* No one can deny tha t H o lly ­
w ood’s quota o f q u a lity  p ic­
tures, especially o f those tha t 
tend to be rea lis tic , have in ­
creased in  recent years. This 
is due to the menacing com­
pe tition  o f TV , w ith  many m o­
v ie  theatres rem ain ing  ha lf- 
em pty or worse most of the 
tim e ; to the strong impression 
made in  some big cities by 
Ita lia n  or French m ovie rea l­
ism ; and to the greater freedom 
enjoyed by Am erican m ovie­
m akers since the w itch -h u n t 
has somewhat abated. The stu­
dios have to struggle fo r su r­
v iv a l, and the defeat o f Mc- 
C arthy ism  made them  bolder 
in  the  selection and treatm ent 
o f subject m atter. I t  is not 
qu ite  impossible tha t the pres­
ent recession w i l l  fu r th e r ac­
centuate the  rea lis tic  trend.

W hile  H o llyw ood s t i l l  is 
ra th e r re luc tan t to deal w ith  
problems of the average A m e ri­
can w o rk in g  people, i t  hafe at 
least sacrificed some of its 
taboos. A m erican pictures free­
ly  discuss dope addiction and 
rape nowadays, fo r example. 
The producers entered upon 
th is  path  in order to a ttract 
m ore customers; b u t in  the 
fina l resu lt i t  a ll helps to make 
A m erican movies more mature. 
A  num ber o f other problems, 
too, w h ich  the producers w ould 
n o t have dared to touch five 
years ago, arc being discovered 
by  “ independents”  and big 
studios a like.

Just to m ention tw o recent 
pictures, “ Sayonara”  and “ Pey­
ton Place,”  sure ly feature fine 
acting and a certa in  amount 
o f realism  — “ Sayonara”  (w ith  
M arlon Brando, M iiko  Taka. 
Red Buttons) showing not only 
fascinating Japanese landscapes 
and customs but above a ll the 
vic ious an ti-A s ia tic  d iscrim ina­
tio n  practiced by  part o f the 
U.S. officers’ caste and the 
strugg le  against it. This s trug­
gle fin a lly  led to Am erican m il i­
ta ry  men being perm itted  to 
take  the ir Japanese w ives to 
the U nited States a fte r they 
had endured hos tility , in jus ­
tice. hardship and had in  some 
cases been overwhelm ed by the 
apparent hopelessness o f the 
situation. A nd  “ Peyton Place” 
(w ith  Hope Lange, D iane Varsi, 
Lana Turner, L loyd  Nolan, A r ­
th u r Kennedy, Lee Philips, 
‘Russ Tam blyn) unmasks sm a ll­
tow n hypocrisy.

Several readers w i l l  probably 
te ll me th a t the p ic tu re  “ Pey­
ton Place”  is not as bold as 
the novel. B u t the p ic tu re  does 
probe ra ther b o ld ly  in to  p rob­
lems o f adolescents and adults, 
w h ich  on ly  a few  years ago 
w ould have been fa r too “ con­
trove rs ia l”  fo r H ollyw ood.

I t  w ou ld  ha rd ly  have been 
authorized by the industry 's  
self-censorship in  1950 or 1954.

A nd  besides: A  novel is no t 
a movie, and a m ovie is no t a 
novel. Both fo llo w  the inherent 
laws o f th e ir medium . A nd  a 
novel tha t is made in to  a m ovie 
w il l  generally lose some o f its 
most im p o rta n t qualities. H ow ­
ever, I  do no t a ffirm  tha t 
novels lik e  “ Sayonara”  o r “ Pey­
ton Place”  should no t provide 
the m a te ria l fo r  m otion  p ic­
tures. The m ovie versions of 
“ Sayonara”  and “ Peyton Place,”  
in  m y opinion, are w o rth  see­
ing. N ot every m ovie based on 
a w e ll-kn o w n  novel has to be 
sickening lik e  D a rry l Zanuck’s 
version o f H em ingw ay’s “ The 
Sun Also Rises”  . . .

As fo r genuine fee ling  and 
social realism , I  believe I ta ly ’s 
top m ovie-m akers s t i l l  are the 
champions. Th is is confirm ed 
by “ C ab iria ,”  another master- 
w ork  by the creators o f “ La 
Strada,”  D irecto r F. F e llin i and 
his w ife , tha t t ru ly  great ac­
tress G iu lie tta  Masina.

C abiria  is a p rostitu te  —  not 
the depraved, the degenerate 
o r the seductive whore whom 
w e so often encounter in  
French m otion pictures; b u t a 
poor g ir l  o f the people, a v ic ­
tim  o f society and o f un ­
scrupulous men who rob her, 
ye t a courageous hum an being, 
proud o f having a l it t le  home 
o f her ow n and m ainta in ing, 
despite the degradation to 
w h ich  she is subjected, a k ind  
o f deep-seated in te g rity .

D elicate hum or, b itin g  satire, 
s incerity, tact —  the p icture 
has a ll this. I t  does no t g lam ­
orize p ros titu tion  —  on the 
contrary. N or does i t  sentim en­
talize i t  in  te a r-je rke r fashion. 
Its  ending is no t cheaply m or­
a liz ing  or sugar-coated w ith  a r­
tific ia l optim ism . B u t i t  is not 
despair: C ab iria ’s m isery and 
disappointm ents do not over­
come her strength. L ife  is v ic ­
torious. She is determ ined to 
survive, and she w il l.  A fte r  los­
ing a ll her savings and facing 
a w ould-be m urderer the songs 
and dances o f the young make 
her sm ile again, and undaunt­
ed she goes on . . .

"C a b iria " is a w o rk  o f art. 
I  w ish  they w ould  show it  
everywhere. A t any rate, there 
are some excellent pictures 
around. D on 't hesitate to  tear 
yourse lf away sometimes from  
tha t te levis ion set!
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No Answer to Depression Strikers Keep 
Campbell Soup 
Plant Shut light

seven-stale area. From  the po in t 
of v iew  of so lida rity , d iscipline, 
and size, it  was the most suc­
cessful s trike  in  the un ion ’s 
history.

The younger w orkers, w ith  
l it t le  or no union experience, 
were ju s t as solid, and even 
more enthusiastic on the p icket 
lines, than the old timers. Be­
fore the strike , it was common 
to hear rem arks from  old 
unionists about the lack of 
union s p ir it among younger 
w orkers or members of re la ­
t iv e ly  new ly  - a rrived  m in o rity  
groups, such as • Puerto Ricans. 
B u t those rem arks are heard 
no more. A l the mass meeting 
in  New Y ork  C ity  on the firs t 
day of the s trike , the loudest 
cheers were sounded fo r the 
younger speakers. A nd when one 
Puerto R ican un ionist started 
speaking in  Spanish, the cheers 
stopped the meeting.

The offic ia ls took a l it t le  r ib ­
bing at tha t m eeting too. A t 
one po in t Ju lius  Hochman, 
manager of the New Y o rk  Dress 
Jo in t Board spoke o f feeling 
inspired as he w alked through 
the crowds to the meeting. 
There were shouts of “ You 
walked?”

M A N Y  NEW  MEMBERS

In  the course o f the six-day 
strike , hundreds o f w orkers 
who were no t members o f the 
union reported to the s tr ike  
headquarters to sign up. Some 
of them were not even em ploy­
ed in dress shops, the only 
ones d ire c tly  affected by the 
strike. The strike  also had the

(Continued from  Page 1) 
Id le .”  B u t when the dust set­
tled i t  became clear tha t the 
Kennedy-M cC arthy b ill, w h ich  
has A F L -C IO  endorsement, had 
cut the extension back down 
to 13 weeks.

Perhaps a m illio n  unemployed 
w orkers have already exhausted 
th e ir benefits. Each month now 
some 140,000 jobless get the ir 
fina l check. There is no assur­
ance they w i l l  be reh ired in  13 
weeks. This is a situation of 
urgency and desperation. The 
labor movem ent should demand 
compensation fo r the entire 
period o f joblessness. B u t the 
conference fa iled to do this. 
W ithou t a m urm ur it  even per­
m itted the Dem ocratic p o lit i­
cians to chisel the unemployed 
out of three weeks w h ich  they 
had a lready offered.
RATE OF C OM PENSATION

S im ila r ly  w ith  the question 
o f ra ising the amount of un- 
e m p l o y m e n t  compensation, 
w hich ^averages na tiona lly  a 
p itia b ly  low  $28 a week. There 
is general demand fo r an in ­
crease. The capita lists realize 
this and arc prepared to give 
an increase. The New Y ork  
Times, the most au thorita tive  
and in fluentia l of the Big B usi­
ness newspapers has fo r some 
weeks been e d ito ria lly  urg ing 
an increase. Even the W all 
Street Journa l (M arch 12) can 
ca lm ly rem ark on the “ grow ing 
po litica l support fo r  greater 
jobless benefits,”  exp la in ing  that 
“ in d iv id u a l w orkers are d raw ­
ing  less than the 50% o f regu-

sym pathy of the overw helm ing 
m a jo rity  o f New Y ork  C ity ’s 
population. The Pennsylvania 
shops, whose employers refused 
to sign w ith  the other groups, 
remained so lid ly  out in  spite 
of announced plans by the em­
ployers to sta rt a back-to -w ork 
movement. The plans were no t 
carried out.

The w orkers won an 8% 
wage raise (17c per hour on 
the average), some fr inge  bene­
fits, and the union demands fo r 
more s t r i n g e n t  enforcement 
rules.

A c tua l contract enforcement, 
however, depends on how much 
backing the union officers — 
from  the president down to the 
business agents—give to m ili­
tants in  the shops in  th e ir  a t­
tempts to stop a ll em ployer 
abuses. The D ub insky o ffic ia l­
dom gave l it t le  enough in  the 
past, and judg ing  by  the rec­
ord, i t  w il l  take the emergence 
of a m ilita n t opposition to tha t 
offic ia ldom  *o ensure day-in, 
day-out contract enforcements.

One th ing  is sure as eviden­
ced by the strike . The w orkers 
want a figh ting  union.

OLD SCHOOLS. NEW  CARS
New Y o rk  C ity  C om ptro ller 

Gerosa declared, Feb. 23, th a t 
he is against bu ild ing  any new 
schools in  New Y o rk  because 
he th inks  the present ones are 
adequate. He also said the C ity  
w ould have to provide h im  
w ith  a brand new Cadillac be­
cause New Y ork  is “ a firs t-ra te  
c ity . Y ou ’d look te rrib le  w ith  
a second-hand car.”

la r pay the program  o rig in a lly  
envisioned. The average figure 
is nearer 30% today . . . The 
huge gap between regu lar pay 
and unem ploym ent compensa­
tion  is creating personal hard­
ships fo r many jobless w o rk ­
ers . . .”

B u t th is 50%, w hich the law 
supposedly intended to provide, 
is inadequate to begin w ith . 
The labor m ovem ent should be 
demanding compensation at fu l l  
trade-un ion wages, unless i t  is 
w il lin g  to  see the Am erican 
w orkers ' standard of liv in g  
smashed to smithereens.

Instead the A F L -C IO  confer­
ence q u ie tly  w en t along w ith  
the picayune increase offered in 
the Kennedy-M cC arthy b i l l .  
This complicated provision gives 
lip  service to the 50%-of-wages 
p rinc ip le  as long as that 50% 
doesn’t  exceed tw o -th irds  of 
the average wage in the par­
ticu la r state. I t  is believed that 
the increase w ou ld  w ork  out at 
about $10.
JUST FOR 90 DAYS

The conference’s num ber one 
demand was an immediate tax 
cut. Moany urged tha t the in ­
d iv idua l basic exem ption of 
$600 be raised to $700. Reuther 
added to th is the proposal that 
Eisenhower be voted power to 
declare a 90-day m oratorium  on 
w ithho ld ing  tax, i f  necessary, 
Both arc predicated on the 
theory tha t a shot in  the arm 
to consumer purchasing power 
m ight stem the recession. W hile 
i t  is problem atical tha t such 
m ino r measures could seriously

P H IL A D E L P H IA , M arch 11—  
Campbell Soup Co. in  Camden. 
N. J. was shut down tig h t at 
one m inu te  past m idn igh t, 
Wednesday, M arch 5, by 4,500 
w orkers of Local 80-A, U nited 
Packinghouse W orkers, figh ting  
fo r a 15-cent an hour increase 
in  pay. Negro and w h ite  men 
and women pickets started 
the ir round-the-clock p icke ting  
of 57 entrances of Campbell's 
p lants and warehouses.

By today p icke ting  has been 
extended to s ix  more entrances 
at o t h e r  warehouses and 
freezers not owned by Camp­
b e ll’s bu t hand ling  Campbell 
fre igh t. And plans are being 
discussed to th row  pickets 
around the Campbell Soup 
p lants in  Chicago, Sacramento, 
the new Napoleon, Ohio, p lan t 
as w e ll as ‘ the p lan t in  O n­
tario, Canada and possibly the 
p lan t in  Scotland. The strike  
w ould  thus encompass three 
countries.

The s tr ike  has the complete 
support o f the union's in te rna ­
tiona l officers who announced 
tha t they set aside h a lf a m il­
lion dollars to back th is strike. 
RCA w orkers in  Camden have 
donated $5,000 and other unions 
are each day com ing across 
w ith  financial aid. A ll  locals in 
the U PW A have pledged sup­
port.

The Teamster offic ia ls alone 
in the labor movement have 
breached the w a ll o f so lida rity . 
The office o f the Teamsters

Philadelphia GE 
Provokes Halt 
To Production

P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  “ D isc i­
p lin a ry ”  layoffs at General E lec­
tr ic ’s sw itchgear p lan t here 
brought a shutdown of produc­
tion, M arch 6. The shutdown 
came when the almost 5,000 
w orkers in  the p lant, members 
o f Local 119 o f the In te rn a ­
tiona l U n ited  E lec trica l W ork ­
ers (A F L-C IO ) refused to w a lk 
past a protest dem onstration at 
the p lan t gates by 160 o f the ir 
fe llow  w orkers who had been 
given ha lf-day punishm ent la y ­
offs.

S ix ty  of the workers, em­
ployed in  the medium voltage 
shipping departm ent, were g iv ­
en the ha lf-day layoffs fo r th e ir 
action, last Feb. 12, in  refusing 
to w ork  under a profane and 
abusive supervisor. The other 
100 were deprived o f the h a lf­
day’s em ploym ent fo r th e ir 
protest action, Feb. 27, against 
unnecessary layoffs and against 
w o rk ing  employes ou t of th e ir 
job  classification.

affect, le t alone reverse, the re­
cession, w hich appears to be a 
deep organic movem ent o f the 
cap ita lis t boom-bust cycle, there 
is no question but th a t labor 
should figh t to take the tax 
load off the workers.

The $700 exem ption proposal 
w ould mean th a t a fa m ily  of 
fo u r w ith  an income below $60 
a week w ou ld  pay no income 
tax. This is good but w hy stop 
there? Labor should be figh ting  
to end the tax on a ll incomes 
o f $7.500 and less. P u t the tax 
burden on the rich  and the cor­
porations, not on people who 
w o rk  fo r a liv in g .

S im ila r ly  w ith  Reuther's p ro ­
posal of a possible 90-day h o li­
day on w ithho ld ing  tax. Labor 
should be demanding a 365-day 
ho liday on federal loo ting  of 
the w orkingm an's pay envelope.

W hile  the conference’s de­
mands fo r pub lic  w orks were 
good, they remain generalities 
and cannot be re a lly  judged 
u n til i t  is seen w hat b ills  w ith  
labor support actua lly  reach the 
floor of Congress. Moreover, the 
conference’s demand fo r useful 
and peaceful pub lic w orks was 
c o n s i d e r a b l y  undercut by 
Mean.v’s plea fo r over-greater 
armaments spending. (Sec ed i­
toria l. page one.)
SCORES DEM OCRATS TOO

Though the conference’s bias 
in favor of the Democratic 
Party  was open, M cany used 
some sharp words in the hope 
of prodding the Democratic- 
contro lled Congress into action: 
“ The adm in is tra tion  is to blame

union is sending non-union 
tru ck  drive rs  w ith  w o rk  per­
m its to go through the p icket 
lines and haul ou t loaded trac­
tors. M any in d iv id u a l union 
teamsters have denounced this 
s tr ike  breaking a ttem pt o f the ir 
leaders in  discussion w ith  
strikers.

Despite the  treachery of the 
Teamster officia ls, the pickets 
have prevented anyth ing  from  
m oving out of the plants and 
warehouses w hether by tru ck  
or by tra in . There have even 
been unconfirm ed charges tha t 
s trikebreakers’ tru ck  tires have 
been deflated, ice-picked and 
razor-slashed. W hen a tru ck  
tries to take out a tra ile r  a 
human chain o f p ickets is 
q u ick ly  form ed to b lock the 
way.

W hen an a ttem pt was made 
to move a fre ig h t car tra in  out 
of the warehouse area, one man 
la id  down on the tracks w h ile  
others brought th e ir cars to 
block the way. F in a lly , a hu­
man chain of p ickets was 
form ed across the tracks. The 
s tr ike  w h ich  is 100% effective 
is typ ified  by many instances 
of th is k ind .

The w orkers voted over­
w he lm ing ly  fo r s tr ike  and 
against se ttling  fo r less than 
15 cents an hour. M any feel 
they ought to get more than 
15 cents. Cam pbell Soup Co. 
cleared $30 m illio n  last year 
w ith  1.000 less employes than 
the year before. The company, 
however, offered on ly  fou r 
cents an hour at firs t and has 
refused to go any h igher than 
seven cents at the last negotia­
tions meeting.
P IC K E T -L IN E  SLOGANS

Some o f the slogans on the 
p icke t line  read, “ Good M orn ­
ing Starts W ith  15 cents,”  and 
“ To H —  w ith  Lassie. WE need 
meat.” The s p ir it is high. There 
is laughte r and k idd ing . B u t 
underneath there is a g rim  
feeling. The strikers  are pa tro l- 
ing the s tr ike  area themselves 
against d isorder, drunkeness, 
tra ffic  snarls, etc., w h ile  the 
c ity  police keep th e ir distance 
in  groups o f three across the 
street fro m  the picket lines.

The company tr ied  to get an 
in junc tion  against mass p icke t­
ing and against stopping a ll 
truck  and ra il transport out of 
the p lants and warehouses. I t  
was th row n  out of court.

A  genuine s p ir it o f so lid a rity  
between Negro and w h ite  and 
between men and women w o rk ­
ers is being forged on the fa r- 
flung p icke t lines. The attempts 
of the  employers and o f a few  
racist elements among the 
w orkers to d iv ide  the union 
along racia l lines in  the weeks 
preceding the s tr ike  is being 
overcome th rough un ited action 
in  the course of the strike .

fo r short-sightedness . . . B u t 
the people on C apito l H il l  m ust 
share the blame too. There is 
no excuse fo r the delay in  
Congress. The Congress need 
not have w aited fo r adm in istra ­
tion leadership. I t  could —  i t  
should —  have moved before 
this. . . . Do not be m isled by 
the po litica l soothsayers and 
spellb inders from  e ithe r side. 
The Democrats know  they can 
make po litica l capita l out of 
ta lk ing  about the recession and 
doing l it t le  about it. . . . That 
means tha t fo r the good of the 
country, the Democrats are go­
ing to have to pu t po litica l 
capital to one side and do 
something.”

The conference was run  on 
the bureaucratic lines which 
have become customary in la ­
bor circles today. The 1,000 
delegates served as a captive 
audience fo r speeches by top 
labor leaders and inv ited  p o li­
tic ians and as the foot troops 
fo r the v is its  to Congressmen. 
They were given no opportun­
ity  to propose or debate w ha t 
the A F L -C IO ’s anti-recession 
program should contain. T ha t 
program was handed down to 
them from  above in M eany’s 
speech. Y e l m any o f them had 
better knowledge of the actual 
unem ploym ent s itua tion  than 
the top leaders and better ideas 
on how to meet the crisis. O nly 
in  the corridors, fo r example, 
was there m ention o f a 30- 
hour week w ith  no reduction in  
pay as a means of spreading 
jobs.

. . .  AFL-CIO Conference on Recession

By W IL L IA M  B U N D Y

I f  the refcently concluded 
New Y o rk -m a rkc t dressmakers 
s tr ike  is any ind ication of the 
attitudes o f w orkers in other 
areas and industries, m ilita n t 
unionists have cause fo r op tim ­
ism.

Some observers have fe lt 
tha t years o f experience w ith  
heavy-handed, bureaucratic un­
ion leadership plus the atmos­
phere created b y  the Senate 
labor probe m ight have im p a ir­
ed p r o - u n i o n  consciousness 
among the workers. A ny  such 
ideas, as regards the garm ent 
w orkers at least, were qu ick ly  
dispelled by th is strike.
NO UPSURGE

I t  is not tha t the call fo r the 
w a lkou t resulted from  an up­
surge o f the rank-and-file  mem­
bers of the In te rna tiona l Ladies 
Garm ent W orkers Union. As 
the date fo r the exp ira tion  of 
the contract approached, nego­
tia tions between the top union 
leadership and the employers 
got under w ay in the usual 
fashion— tha t is, w ith  most of 
the rank-and-file  not even 
aware of the fact. Reports of 
the progress o f negotiations 
were made at local meetings 
w ith  l it t le  o r no tim e allowed 
fo r discussion from  the floor. 
The un ion demands were fo r­
mulated w ith  on ly  the barest 
fo rm a lities  as to ra tifica tion  by 
the membership being observ­
ed. There were no storm y p re ­
s trike  meetings, unauthorized 
walk-outs, o r organized rank- 
and-file protests against p re ­
va ilin g  conditions.

The decision to s tr ike  was 
made by the top union leader­
ship, and there is evidence tha t 
th is decision was encouraged 
and even demanded by a sec­
tion  o f the employers.

The indus try ’s trade paper, 
Women’s W ear D a ily , stated in 
its March 6 issue: “ Employers 
hold tha t the dressmakers union 
and its  parent body, the In te r­
national Ladies G arm ent W ork­
ers Union, perm itted  Pennsyl­
vania to grow as a garm ent 
center w ith  less stringent po­
lic ing . They assert th a t . . . 
agreements were signed w ith  
giant users of goods p e rm itting  
a labor edge over the sm aller 
firm s . . . ”  The employers who 
lived  up to  the agreement 
threatened tha t i f  the union 
heads d id n 't stop favoring  the 
others, they, too, w ould  d isre­
gard the contract.

Thus the s tr ike  call was not 
evidence tha t the D ubinsky o f­
ficials had adopted a new. fig h t­
ing policy. Rather, it  showed 
tha t they had been so much 
given to concilia ting  employers 
that a breakdown of the entire 
union-contract s tructure  was 
threatened. They then took ac­
tion w ith in  the fram ew ork of 
the ir trad itiona l policy in the 
industry of helping to iron out 
conflicts among the employers.

WORKERS RESPOND
W hat mattered to the w o rk ­

ers, however, was tha t the 
strike  was called and that tan­
g ib le  demands were raised. 
These included wage and fringe 
benefit increases, overtim e pay 
a fte r 35 hours and un ifo rm  
contract enforcement. The strike  
was supported 100% by the 
105,000 dressmakers in  the

Strike of Dressmakers 
Tested Union Solidarity

Sue NMU, 
Shippers 
On Blacklist

Fourteen m erchant seamen 
have brought su it against the 
A FL-C IO  National M aritim e  
Union and six sh ipp ing com­
panies fo r the r ig h t to register 
at the union ha ll and to ship 
out. The seamen are part of 
those who won a lengthy ba t­
tle  in 1956 against the Coast 
Guard w h ich  had “ screened” 
them out of the industry  on 
w itch -h u n t charges. The Coast 
Guard was forced by the U.S. 
N in th  C ircu it C ourt in  C a lifo r­
nia to reissue va lidated sea­
men's papers to the v ictim ized 
seamen.

Thereupon the union bureau­
crats and shipowners took it 
upon themselves to do w hat the 
courts had forb idden the Coast 
Guard to do —  prevent the 
men from  w o rk in g  at the ir 
trade. The union hall refused 
to register the men, a ll of 
whom have records as m ilita n t 
N M U  members, some of them 
charte r members. V ic to r Rabin- 
ow itz  of the law -firm  o f Rabin- 
ow itz  and Boudin brought su it 
on Feb. 25 in U.S. D is tr ic t 
C ourt o f Southern New York.


