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Withdraw Aid 
From France!

— — — An Editorial

A  Tunisian o ffic ia l d irec ting  the rescue w o rk  to ld 
Thomas F. B rady, the New Y o rk  Times correspondent 
who reached Sakiet-S idi-Youssef the same day i t  was 
bombed and strafed, “ They did i t  w ith  Am erican planes, 
bombs and bu lle ts .”  In  the Tunisian Assembly there were 
b itte r  rem arks about the U nited States cha rity  in  pow­
dered m ilk  fo r Tunis ian ch ild ren  being balanced w ith  
“ planes and bombs to k i l l  the ch ild ren .”

Yet the most a u tho rita tive  voice o f U.S. capita lism , 
the New Y o rk  Times, dismisses the murderous use of 
Am erican-m ade and Am erican-donated weapons against 
women and ch ild ren  of a neu tra l country w ith  the ed it­
o ria l assertion (Feb. 10): “ The ignorant and the de liber­
a te ly  m is in form ed w i l l  hold us [the  U n ited  States] re­
sponsible where we were in  no degree to blame.”

W hat is the legal description fo r the person who fu r ­
nishes a m urderer the means of com m itting  the crime? 
A n  accomplice! That is precisely the re la tionsh ip  between 
the B ig Business governm ent in  W ashington and the 
French im peria lis ts  in the crim e of Sakiet-Sidi-Youssef. 
N ot on ly  d id  the W a ll S treet governm ent fu rn ish  the 
planes, rockets, bombs and machine gun bulle ts used 
against the unsuspecting Tunisian v illagers, bu t i t  foots 
the b il l  o f the French m ilita ry  operations to boot. Just 
last m onth W ashington granted $655 m illio n  more to 
French capita lism  to make up the balance of trade 
de fic it resu lting  from  the expenses of the w ar in  N orth  
A frica .

W ashington is d isturbed about possible d ip lom atic  
repercussions of the French bombing because Tunis ia  is 
independent and neutra l. Th is is therefore techn ica lly  
d iffe re n t from  the slaughter of A lge rian  v illagers who 
w an t th e ir  freedom. For three years U.S. im peria lism  has 
been the accomplice to tha t crim e— in  w h ich  Sakiet-S id i- 
Ydussef a trocities are w eekly occurrences — as arm orer, 
paym aster and d ip lom atic  in terference-runner.

The.*recent A F L -C IO  Executive Council meeting in 
M ia m i condemned the French attack on Sakiet-S id i- 
Youssef and sent $1,000 to the Tunis ian union movement 
foi* mbdical re lie f. W h ile  fa r from  a m ilita n t c la rion  call to 
action, the A F L-C IO  resolution is in  the r ig h t d irection . 
B u t Am erican labor m ust go fu rth e r. I t  m ust te ll Wash­
ington: “ No more U.S. planes, bombs, guns or money fo r 
the d ir ty  w a r in  N o rth  A fr ic a !”

Forging A rab  U nity

President Gamal Abdel Nasser of the United Arab Re­
public greets Prince Mohammed El Badr of Yemen, who 
arrived in Cairo to discuss federation of his country with  
Egypt and Syria. The new Republic is designed to strength­
en Arab unity in its struggle against British, French or 
U. S. domination.

Hide French Terrorism
State Dept. 
Glosses 
Tunisia Act

By GEORGE LA V A N

The U. S. State Departm ent 
and Am erica's Big-Business- 
contro lled newspapers are en­
gaged in covering up and fa ls i­
fy ing  the true story of French 
im peria lism 's barbarous attack 
on the people o f a country 
w ith  whom France is suppos­
edly at peace.

The Feb. 8 attack on the 
Tunisian village of Sakiet-Sidi- 
Youssef was carried out by the 
French air force with planes, 
bombs, rockets and bullets fu r­
nished by American taxpayers 
for "defense of the free world." 
A fter three successive waves 
of aircraft had without warn­
ing rained made-in-U.S.A. m ur­
der on the unarmed Arab v il­
lage, the death toll stood at 37 
men, 11 women and 20 children. 
Of the approximately 100 
maimed and wounded 40 are 
women and children.

The b la tan t dishonesty of the 
o ffic ia l French communique, 
tha t on ly “ m ilita ry  objectives”  
had been h it, was exposed by 
foreign reporters who reached 
the demolished v illage la ter 
the same day. T he ir count of 
the destruction included tw o 
schools, 130 homes, 85 stores 
and shops, the postoffice and 
seven other pub lic build ings, as 
w e ll as tw o c learly  m arked Red 
Cross trucks. As fo r the v ic ­
tims, they were c iv ilians  —  
m ostly poor peasants, the ir 
w ives and children.
ANO THER L IE

Though the State D epartm ent 
and . the kep t press found the 
French governn ient’s l ie  about 
"m ilita ry  objectives”  too raw  to 
try  to pass o ff on the Am erican 
public, they have been assid­
uously spreading another lie. 
Th is is th a t the French action 
was angry, re ta lia tion  against 
a n ti-a irc ra ft fire  from  the v i l ­
lage (located s lig h tly  less than 
a m ile  from  the A lgerian  bor­
der) w hich had damaged sev­
eral French planes.

N e ither French nor Am erican 
reporters, who reached Sakict- 
S idi-Youssef tha t same day, 
could report any trace o f a n ti­
a irc ra ft a r t il le ry  or emplace­
ments. The biggest weapons 
possessed by the detachment of 
the Tunis ian N ational Guard 
stationed there were three sub- 
machineguns and one .50 ca li­
ber machine gun. None o f these 
weapons could have been e f­
fective against French a irc ra ft 
unless they w ere lo w -fly in g  and 
almost d ire c tly  overhead — 
that is unless they were v io ­
la ting  Tunisian te rrito ry .

The a n ti-a irc ra ft batteries are 
pure m yth  as is another story 
the U. S. press is try in g  to 
cook up, nam ely tha t the a t­
tack was ordered by some as 
yet unnamed, bu t hot-headed,
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Victims o f U.S. A id  to France

Lying unidentified in rows are some of the 75 victims 
of the French bombing of the Tunisian village, Sakiet Sidi 
Youssef. The planes that dropped the bombs, and the bombs 
that crushed a school building, two Red Cross trucks and 
killed and wounded many, were pari of NATO equipment 
given by the U. S. A. to France.

One o f L ittle  Rock 9  
Ousted in  Racist M ove

G overnor Faubus and the w h ite  supremacists of L it t le  
Rock have scored an im portan t v ic to ry  in  L it t le  Rock. 
M inn ie  Jean Brown, one of the nine Negro stu­
dents in Central High School.* 
has been expelled. The racists
are jubilantly crowing their 
new slogan —  which has al­
ready been displayed on pla­
cards within the school —  "One 
down and eight to go!"

The W hite  C itizens Councils 
and K u  K lu x  elements In L i t ­
tle  Rock have been steadily re ­
gain ing th e ir confidence ever 
since the federal government 
announced th a t i t  w ould not 
take any legal action against 
Faubus and the ringleaders of 
the segregationist mob which 
beat and kicked Negroes in 
fro n t o f C entra l H igh.

The atmosphere in a school 
is a p re tty  good reflection of 
the atmosphere in the com-

w h ite  g ir l who pursued her 
through the corridors calling 
her a "n igger b itch ,”  u n til she 
retorted w ith  the epithet “ w h ite  
trash.”  The w h ite  g ir l thereupon 
h it  M inn ie  Jean w ith  her hand­
bag.
SHE TA LK ED  BACK

For th is  second “ offense”  
M inn ie  Jean was suspended. 
Central H igh p rinc ipa l. J. W. 
Matthews, stated: “ She was sus­
pended fo r ta lk in g  back to a 
w h ite  g irl. M inn ie  Jean had 
no r ig h t to re ta lia te .”  Superin ­
tendent of Schools V irg il B los­
som thereupon recommended 
her expulsion. The School 
Board voted th is on Feb. 17.

What we see now is a "sep­
arate but equal" application of

m un ity . In  Central H igh a school regulations. There is one
small core of racist students 
aping the renewed aggressive­
ness o f the ir adults, began a 
tw o fo ld  campaign. By threats 
and violence they in tim ida ted  
the small group o f w h ite  stu ­
dents who had displayed fr ie n d ­
liness to the nine Negro stu­
dents. S im ultaneously they be­
gan an increasingly vicious

code for the persecuted Negro 
students in Central High and 
another for the tormenting 
whiles.

M inn ie  Jean was a particu la r 
target of the racists. Now they 
w il l  choose another. M inn ie  
Jean's heroic conduct before 
Faubus’ n a t i o n a l  guardsmen 
and the how ling  racist mob, as

campaign of harassment and aj so jlc l- courage during  her
violence against the Negro 
students.

M inn ie  Jean B row n, 16, was 
p a rticu la rly  singled out fo r such 
treatm ent. In  several instances 
she flared back at her torm en­
tors. For th is she was tw ice 
suspended. F irs t was a cafe­
teria  incident where a w h ite  
boy tripped her and she acci­
denta lly  spilled food on him. 
The second instance involved a

days of persecution in school 
were not m erely fo r herself 
but fo r the cause of Negro 
equa lity . H er expulsion is a 
blow  to the cause fo r w hich 
she fought so va lian tly .

The Peruvian governm ent 
suspended t h e C onstitu tion, 
Feb. 2, in order to break a 
strike  of 650 policemen in  tw o 
cities.

Behind the Recent Purges in E. Germany
By M YR A  TANNER WEISS

FEB. 18 — The struggle fo r 
socialist democracy in East Eu­
rope and in the Soviet Union 
continues unabated. The repres­
sions in H ungary in  1956 slow ­
ed the process bu t could not 
stop it. The present struggle 
against "rev is ion ism ”  in  the 
Sovie t o r b i t ,  expressed in 
sharpest fo rm  in the recent 
East German purges, brings to 
lig h t the in terna l crisis in the 
C om m unist Parties and the ex­
tent. o f resistance to bureau­
cratic rule.

The sharpest conflict is now 
manifest in the Socialist Unity  
(Communist) Party of East 
Germany. It  is only a surface 
expression of the fact that eco­
nomic and political problems 
have not been solved. They 
have merely been concealed. 
And they cannot be solved as 
long as bureaucratic self-inter­
est prevents discussion.

U lb rich t, Stalinist, boss in F,. 
Germ any, began his purge of 
oppositionists last October in a 
heated session of the Central 
Com m ittee. The proceedings of 
th is  meeting were reported in 
the Dec. 21 issue o f Newsletter, 
published in England, in an ex­
clusive story.

“ The overw helm ing m a jo rity  
o f  the speakers,”  the N ew slet­

te r reported, “ devoted them ­
selves almost exclus ive ly  to 
e ithe r heaping ashes on then 
own heads or lam basting others 
fo r ideological weaknesses. U l­
b rich t h im self behaved th rough­
out like  an insulted prim a 
donna, in te rru p ting  a l m o s t  
every speaker e ithe r w ith  crude 
insults o r w ith  words of en­
couragement when the speaker 
happened to be one of his sup­
porters.”

A t th is session tw o of the six 
Central Com m ittee secretaries 
were attacked by name. They 
were Paul W andel and G erhart 
Z illc r . As fa r as is known, 
others were denounced only in ­
d irec tly . Wandel. fo rm e rly  in 
charge o f cu ltu ra l affa irs and 
long considered an undevia ting 
S ta lin is t war-horse, was accus­
ed of not acting firm ly  enough 
in regard to “ socialist realism .”  
More specifically he was charg­
ed w ilh failing to report receipt 
of a letter from a leading actor 
in East Germany who expressed 
"doubts." This term was ac­
tually used in the discussion.

Wandel was also accused of 
obstructing an attack on a lead­
ing East German w r ite r  who 
recently w ent to West G er­
many. And fina lly , he was ac- 

I eused o f try in g  to replace an 
I in troduction  w ritte n  by U l- 
I b r ic lit to a popu lar book on

science w ith  one w ritte n  by 
someone else. Wandel was re­
moved from  his post as secre­
tary.

The charge against Z ille r, 
form er m in is te r o f L ig h t E n­
gineering, was th a t his report 
to the Central Committee on 
industria l tasks fa iled to em­
phasize “ the role of the pa rty .” 
Z ille r, aged 45, who had sur­
vived many years of H itle r's  
concentration camps, com m itted 
suicide in December.
REFUSED TO IN FO R M

The N ewsletter r e p o r t e d ,  
“ Quarters in  close touch w ith  
the East German central com­
m ittee reported tha t Z il le r ’s 
suicide was the d irect resu lt of 
unbearable pressure brought by 
firs t secretary W alte r U lb rich t 
upon Z ille r  to tu rn  ‘stool- 
pigeon’ on his associates in  the 
centra l com m ittee apparatus 
who had tr ied  to oust U lb rich t 
from his position in the past 
few  months.”

I t  was clear at th is October 
plenum , however, tha t U l- 
b rich t's  purge was ju s t begin­
ning. He closed the Plenum 
w ith  a speech in which he 
warned his colleagues to repent 
or else. He said, "These are noi 
my closing words: Ihis is only 
an interim statement. We are 
still waiting for the comrades 
who have been criticized here

to make a clean breast of their 
deviations. We shall resume 
this discussion and bring it to 
a conclusion at the next plenum 
of the central committee to be 
held in January 1958."

January came and the P o lit­
buro met almost continuously. 
Then Neues Deutschland, o f­
ficial Com m unist paper, an­
nounced Feb. 8 the purge of 
three more top Communists. 
Ernst W ollw cber, fo rm er Se­
c u r ity  ch ie f and K a rl Schir- 
dewan, cadre ch ie f of the party, 
were expelled from the Ccn- 
t r a l  Committee. Communist 
theoretic ian. Fred Olssncr, was 
downgraded from the po lit- 
buro. S till others were th rea t­
ened w ith  s im ila r treatm ent.

K a rl Schirdewan was con­
sidered one of U lb rie h t’s clos­
est associates. When U lb rich t 
was i l l  at the end of 1955 
Schirdewan stepped up as act­
ing secretary. He jo ined the 
Communist P arty  33 years ago 
A pre-w ar leading member of 
the Young Communist In te rna ­
tional, he spent the entire  H it ­
le r period in ja il and in con­
centration camps. 
K IE L-R E V O LT VETERAN

W ollw cber also had a long 
p a rly  h istory, l ie  was one ol 
the young leaders of the K ie l 
rovoil in 1918 that toppled the 

| Kaiser. A  found ing  member ol

the Com m unist Party, he w o rk ­
ed against the Nazis du ring  the 
Second W orld War, successfully 
s ink ing  a num ber of Nazi ships 
in Swedish harbors.

Olssncr jo ined the Young 
Communist League nearly 40 
years ago. In 1936 he escaped 
Nazi Germany and look refuge 
in the Soviet Union. He re tu rn ­
ed to B e rlin  w ith  the Red 
A rm y.

Schirdewan and Wollweber 
were accused of having "form ­
ed a faction" and attempting 
"to change the political line of 
the party." Shirdewan was also 
attacked for his "slanderous 
methods," his "attacks against 
Comrade Ulbricht," and for 
"misunderstanding the lessons 
of the 20lh Congress of the 
CPSU."

E v iden tly  some of those 
purged w orked fo r a tim e un­
der the illus ion that they had 
or could get support from  the 
K rem lin  in th e ir attem pt to 
oust U lb rich t. In December 
W ollweber got word of his im ­
pending arrest by the U lb rich t 
faction. He took refuge at the 
headquarters of the Soviet 
troops anil was flown to Mos­
cow in a m ilita ry  plane. He 
reportedly put the case of the 
opposition before the K rem lin  
bureaucrats and re turned to 
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U.S. Economy 
Sinking Deeper 
Into Depression
AFL-CIO Calls Conference 
To Map Plans on Jobless

By FRED HALSTEAD
FEB. 19— As virtually every major business index continued to decline nationally 

and as unemployment topped 10% in several key states, the AFL - CIO executive 
council last week issued a call for an emergency “economic and legislative conference"
to be held in Washington. D.C.,* 
March 11. 12 and 13.

In  announcing the conference 
of representatives o f a ll A F L - 
CIO affilia tes. Federation pres­
ident George Meany said he 
couldn’t  help being “ scared”  by 
the g row th  in unemployment. 
The o ffic ia lly -repo rted  increase 
of 1.1 m illio n  jobless from  m id- 
December to m id-January was 
the largest increase fo r any 
month since the governm ent 
started keeping records in 1941 
and was at least tw ice  the 
“ norm al”  seasonal increase.

That figure pu t unem ploy­
m ent fo r last month at 4Vz m il­
lion. La ter regional figures in ­
dicate tha t unem ploym ent is 
s ti l l  ris ing  at a sharp rate. For 
the week ending Feb. 1, 7.1% 
of the w orkers covered by u n ­
em ploym ent insurance were out 
of w o rk  on a na tiona l average. 
D EM AN D  MORE M ISSILES

The A F L -C IO  conference is 
expected to l im it  its  action to 
p u ttin g  pressure on govern­
m ent offic ia ls fo r increased fed ­
eral spending, fo r needed pub­
lic  works, housing, and im ­
proved w elfare  programs, as 
w e ll as fo r an im m ediate in ­
crease in arms expenditures. 
The A FL-C IO  executive council 
meeting in M iam i beach last 
week called fo r an increase in 
w ar spending from  the present 
$42 b illio n  annua lly  to a $55 
b illio n  annual rate by 1959.

M E A N Y

The latest published figures 
indicate, however, th a t the post- 
S pu tn ik  increases in w ar spend­
ing have fa iled  to “ prim e the 
pum p.”  The Feb. 17 W all 
S treet Journa l reports th a t 
w h ile  new arm am ent orders in ­
creased by 1.5 b illio n  from  the 
th ird  to the fo u rth  quarte r of 
1957, to ta l new orders o f a ll 
kinds received by the na tion ’s 
m anufacturers declined by $3.7 
b illio n  in  the same period. The 
Journal comments tha t “ it 
wasn't last year's tem porary 
cuts and stretchouts in defense 
spending tha t b rought about 
the récession now under way.

. . . the Governm ent, b ig as 
i t  has become, doesn’t yet 
sw ing the whole economic sys­
tem .”
SAM E AS PREW AR M O DEL

The admission o f th a t fact of 
cap ita lis t economic life  is now 
becoming common among busi­
ness economists. Asher A ch in - 
stein, o f the research staff o f 
the L ib ra ry  o f Congress, is re ­
ported by the Jan. I I  Business 
Week, as saying, “ the postwar 
U. S. economy is basically the 
same as the prew ar economy, 
and not a new model economy 
tha t has seen the breakup of 
the business cycle.”

S p e a k i n g  of governmental 
control of monetary and fiscal 
policies Achinslein says "these 
fools are not likely to be ade­
quate when the durable goods 
and construction i n d u s t r i e s  
show sizable contractions. I f  
these conditions should prevail 
in the near future, a decline 
substantially greater than any 
we have had in the postwar 
period is likely."

A nd all the m a jo r durable 
goods industries have continued 
to decline since A ch inste in ’s 
statement. In d u s tria l produc­
tion  as a whole dropped th is  
month to the lowest po in t since 
February 1955, down 9.5% 
from  the peak of December 
1956 and about 8% since the 
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Richest Firms 
To Share in 
Missile Bonanza

Illin o is  Unions Dem and 
Go ver nor A  ct on Needy

Despite the gloom of inves­
tors on Wall Street w ilh  the 
general stock decline, coupon- 
clippers perked up their spirits 
with the news that the U.S. 
government would spend more 
than $5 billion on missiles in 
the 1958 fiscal year.

Among the recipients of th is 
new arms bonanza are Western 
E lectric ; Douglas, Lockheed and 
N orth Am erican a irc ra ft com­
panies; Sperry Rand Corp.; 
Raytheon: Radio C orporation of 
Am erica; and General Motors 
and C hrysler. A ll  together, the 
companies awarded contracts 
read like  a w ho ’s who o f B ig 
Business.

The Feb. 9 New Y ork Herald 
T ribune  points out th a t “ As is 
w ell known, the Defense De­
partm ent has discouraged pub­
lica tion  o f to ta l contracts held 
by these producers.”  So those 
investors who don 't have p ipe­
lines have to guess how much 
o f the government handout each 
company is getting.

O f even greater in te rest to 
the Am erican people w ou ld  be 
the contents of these govern­
ment m issile orders. Just how 
much above cost w il l  be pocket­
ed by those tak ing  over re ­
search and production o f the 
m issile program? That in fo rm a­
tion isn’t easy to come by. But. 
it  is safe to guess tha t the con­
tract terms arc enougli to  g lad­
den the heart and f i l l  the 
pockets of a few U.S. b ill io n ­
aires.

Land speculators and rent 
gougers are also having a fie ld 
clay at the A ir  Force M issile 
Test Center on Cape Canaveral. 
F lorida. Land values tha t stood 
at $10 a “ fro n t foo t”  a short 
tim e ago are now selling fo r as 
much as $600. Meanwhile base 
workers complain of the long 
distances from work to housing 
facilities, skyrocketing rents in 
the absence of any controls and 
lack of facilities in trailer 
camps.

By HOWARD MAYHEW
CHICAG O , Feb. 15 — The firs t unem ploym ent con­

ference of the cu rren t depression was called here today 
by the Illin o is  A FL-C IO . Some 600 to 700 delegates and 
vis itors attended —  p r im a r ily * ----------------------------------------------------
from  CIO unions throughout 
the state.

The conference unanim ously 
adopted tw o  resolutions. One 
urged Governor S tra tton  to 
“ call a special session of the 
Illin o is  General Assembly -for 
the purpose of a llev ia ting  and 
e lim ina ting  the present eco­
nomic distress, unemployment, 
reduced and inadequate p u r­
chasing power and need fo r 
pub lic  assistance."

The other resolution p ro v id ­
ed fo r  the w idest pub lication 
and c ircu la tion  of the firs t res­
o lu tion  w ith  copies to every 
local union and to the heads 
of the Republican and Demo­
cratic parties.

It  also called upon the union 
members to register and vote. 
In a further resolve it propos­
ed to open discussion on ways 
and means of "opening facil­
ities near the Illinois Unem­
ployment Compensation Offices 
so that union counsellors can 
give advice and assistance to 
the unemployed."

Included in the program 
adopted by the conference were 
demands tha t unemployment 
compensation laws be amended 
to provide, as a m in im um , 
benefits fo r 39 weeks’ duration 
and fo r a m ora torium  on all 
mortgage, insta llm ent and other 
debts o f la id -o ff workers. 
W ANTS 75% OF WAGES

An amendment was offered 
from I he floor by Jack Spiegel, 
d irec to r of the CTO Shoe W o rk ­
ers, Chicago, that unem ploy­
ment compensation be increas­
ed to 45 weeks and tha t an­
other provision ca lling  fo r 
“ improvement.”  and “ increase”  
in benefits be spelled out lo 
demand the specific am ount of 
75Vo o f wages fo r unem ploy­

ment compensation. Bob John­
son, U AW  Regional D irector, 
who was chairm an answered 
tha t it was the in ten tion  of 
those who drafted the resolu­
tion “ to demand 80%, or as 
much as we can gel.”  There 
was no insistence tha t the 
amendment be pu t to a vote 
even though i t  received gen­
eral applause.

The morning session was de­
voted to reports from both the 
head of the Illinois Unemploy­
ment Division and the Cook 
County Welfare Department. 
They reported that unemploy­
ment claims have jumped 300% 
in three months from 68,000 
last October to 177,000 in Feb­
ruary. Relief cases jumped from  
39,400 (general category only) 
to 57.000 in February. These 
reports were followed by a 
number of sharply-posed quesj 
lions from the floor.

M any delegates referred to 
com plaints by la id -o ff w orkers 
from th e ir locals of d iscourt­
eous treatm ent and of being 
stalled from  six to seven weeks 
w ithout receiving the compen­
sation coming to them. State 
Unem ploym ent C o m missioner 
Bernstein answered tha t th is 
was due to the “ skyrocke ting ”  
increase in ,thc unem ploym ent 
claims and the im poss ib ility  of 
his staff to  keep up or to “ weed 
out discourteous clerks." He 
promised tha t a ll cases brought 
lo liis  a ttention w ould receive 
action.
M YSTERIO US M A R K IN G S

However, t h o s e  assurance 
were th row n into question in 
Bernstein’s answer to President 
Sidney Johnson of S w ift L o ­
cal. Johnson reported how 
“ secret symbols”  of an unde- 

(Contiuucd on Page 4)
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Instructiue Debate 
Ouer Roosevelt Role

A n illu m in a tin g  clash of views on Roosevelt and the 
New Deal has been presented in the pages of the National 
Guardian. The controversy was sparked by V incent Hal- 
linan, 1952 Progressive P a rty t-  
P residentia l candidate, w ith  a 
c ritica l rev iew  Jan. 0 o f the 
book, The Dem ocratic Roose­
ve lt, by R exford G. Tugw ell.
In  the Feb. 17 issue. H a llinan  is 
challenged by Adam Lapin, 
fo rm er People’s W orld corres­
pondent, and by C. B. Ba ldw in, 
fo rm er secretary o f the P ro­
gressive Party. H a llinan  in tu rn  
replies to the critic ism s.

H a llinan  sees T u g w e ll’s laud ­
a to ry  biography of Roosevelt as 
“ an extrem ely valuable book, 
though fo r a d iffe ren t reason 
than the author intended.”  He 
èxplains, “ The value of the 
book lies in its inside story of 
the fraud, corruption, greed, i 
treachery, double dealing, de­
ceit, ly in g  and cheating which 
is the soul of Am erican po litics!
. . . The innocent w ill,  perhaps, 
be shocked at Roosevelt’s sup­
pleness in adjusting h im se lf to 
th is  creed of the jungle.
VESTED INTERESTS ROOSEVELT

“ This book w il l  help persuade 
the reader,”  H a llinan  continues, 
“ that no leadership can m a in ­
ta in  a libe ra l po licy against the 
W ill o f the vested interests 
w h ich  contro l the nation's p o li­
cies.”

Discussing W orld W ar II , 
Hallinan expresses his belief 
that “ The net effect o f A m er­
ica’s en try  . . . was to the 
benefit of hum anity. I t  smashed 
fascism in Europe and Asia and 
facilitated the advance o f the 
World revo lu tionary  movement." 
But he also presents the im ­
perialist motivation for U. S. 
entry into the war and hits at 
Tugwell's repetition of the 
claim that Japan "delivered a 
treacherous blow at Pearl H ar­
bor." In  reply Hallinan cites 
the evidence, presented by the 
noted American h i s t o r i a n  
Charles A. Beard, that Roose- 
▼elt planned "how to maneuver 
the Japanese into tiring the 
first shot."

(In  his rep ly to Lapin, H a l­
linan  adds on th is po in t: “ . . . I 
a lways expected tha t sooner or 
la ter, the U. S. and Japan 
w ould go to w ar to determ ine 
whose buccaneers w ould ex ­
p lo it China. U nhappily, the 
Chinese snatched the prize from  
ou r jaws in the very moment 
o f v ic to ry .” )

Discussing T u g w e ll’s views 
on “ progressive cap ita lism ”  and 
H enry Wallace, H a llinan de­
clares: “ I f  Tugw ell correctly
describes his fuzzy economics 
and petu lan t van ity , the P ro­
gressive P arty  had a weak 
champion in  H enry W allace.”

In  his rep ly, C. B. B a ldw in  
argues tha t the po litica l ch i­
canery a ttribu ted  to Roosevelt 
was actua lly  the w o rk  of un­
derlings. He charges that H a l- 
lin a n ’s c ritic ism  o f Wallace is 
n o t consonant w ith  “ po litica l

in te g r ity ”  and insists tha t W a l­
lace “ perform ed a great ser­
vice fo r peace.”  R eiterating his 
support o f New Deal concepts, 
B a ldw in  asserts tha t progress 
w il l  not derive from  “ a cynical 
d is to rtion  o f the most f ru it fu l 
period o f our lives.”
M EA N IN G  FOR TO DAY

A dam  Lap in  argues tha t 
“ Roosevelt made his place in  
the h is to ry  books because he 
understood something o f the 
times in  w h ich  he lived  . . .  O f 
course, he was try in g  to save 
capitalism . B u t to a greater de­
gree than any other recent 
President, he identified him self 
w ith  at least some o f the de­
mands and aspirations of the 
people.”  L a p in ’s centra l point 
is tha t “ I t  jus t makes no sense 
to ignore aspects of the New 
Deal which are m ean ing fu l fo r 
today.”

In  rebutta l, H a llinan  agrees 
tha t i t  is not abstract h is to ry  at 
issue. He w rites: “ I w ould fo re ­
go lacerating the sensibilities 
of the Adam Lapins w ith  re ­
gard to the ir hero, except that 
the Democratic pa rty  is now 
using h im  1 Roosevelt! to coax 
youth in to  its verm in iferous 
apparatus.”

"To keep abreast of the 
world," he continues, "we, in 
this country, must bring about 
a planned socialist economy . . . 
Even with its decor of the New 
Deal, the Democratic party is 
only, at best, a surrey with the 
fringe on top" in an "age of 
jet propulsion."

C a lifo rn ia ’s industria lized  fa rm  
laborers fo rm  the largest single 
group of unorganized workers 
in the U. S. today. F ie ld  w ork  
wages are below $1 per hour 
w h ile  in the processing sheds 
wages range from  $1 to $1.25.

Letters from Readers
Reaction of 
Hew Reader
Editor:

.1 am a very  new reader — 
spbscriber to the M ilita n t, an 
ex-CP mem ber who now con­
siders h im self an “ independent 
socialist.”  I  feel tha t the M i l i ­
ta n t de fin ite ly  has merits, news 
no t found anywhere else, and, 
in  its own way is doing its 
best to im prove the conditions 
o f the w o rk ing  class. I am 
glad to read tha t the M ilita n t 
and the SWP are advocating a 
broad, united, socialist and 
M arx is t-o rien ted  Am erican la ­
bor fa rm er party. May I make 
a few  suggestions tha t I  believe 
w il l  pave the w ay fo r such a 
desirable goal.

(1) The M ilita n t should have 
a “ le tte r to the E d ito r”  column 
fo r  rank-and-file  readers to ex­
press ourselves on socialist 
u n ity , and i f  we feel justified 
toi c ritic ize  the M ilita n t and its 
editors. Such a colum n w il l,  in 
itse lf, e xh ib it the true  social­
ist democracy so needed as a 
basic foundation fo r a real 
mass party  tha t I believe the 
w o rk in g  class o f our country 
w il l  bu ild  in the near fu tu re .

(2) I  feel that the H arry  R ing 
•articles contain a certain sneer­
ing, I-to ld -you-so  undertone. I 
do not believe Ring de liberate­
ly  meant to convey such a tone 
Or a ttitude. S till un fortunate ly , 
I  feel they do jus t that. There 
have been lo ts of m istakes in 
the past by a ll sides, in d iv id ­
uals, organizations and le ft pa r­
ties. I do not believe tha t a 
rejhash and “ d igg ing”  o f any­
one by others are a move to w ­
ards the u n ity  tha t is so 
needed . . .

The im portan t th in g  today is 
w h a t the Am erican monopoly 
capita lis ts are doing to us and 
the  rest of the Am erican w o rk ­
ing  class and the in te rna tiona l 
w o rk in g  classes. As a m in im um

program  fo r the M ilita n t to 
crusade fo r and one w hich I 
believe every honest figh te r fo r 
w o rk in g  - class progress can 
agree on, may I suggest:

A ll  trade unionists should 
take up the figh t fo r  thd 30- 
hour week at 40 hours pay . . .

Repeal of Sm ith , McCarran, 
T a ft-H a rtley , Magnuson, R a il­
road Labor Laws and o ther re ­
pressive laws.

Repeal of a ll lo ya lty  oaths. 
Back pay fo r v ic tim s . . .

F u ll po litica l, social and eco­
nomic equa lity  fo r  Negroes, 
L a tin  Americans, Jews, fo re ign- 
born—an FEPC.

Disarm ament v ia  UN negoti­
ations. No d ra ft. No UMT.

Recognition o f People’s Re­
pub lic  of China.

P ub lic  ownership o f a ll in ­
terstate transporta tion and pub­
lic  u tilit ie s  and atom ic plants.

A  San Francisco Friend

Depression
Editor:

Stooges fo r “ free enterprise”  
monopoly, during  the recent 
period of phony prosperity, kept 
te llin g  us tha t th e ir economy 
had become so self-regulated 
tha t no fu r th e r depressions 
w ould  be im m inent.

Those few  of us who refuse 
to be fooled knew tha t they 
were ly ing . Now tha t th is  econ­
omy is “ creeping”  in to  a deep 
depression, “ creeping social­
ism ”  w il l  become a necessity. 
Since they are fu l ly  in  control 
o f power, i f  they do not act 
•quickly to provide re lie f fo r 
the increasing num ber o f su f­
ferers, these sufferers may lake 
re lie f and end the ru le  of a 
class by establishing democratic 
control. The th rea t is no t local 
bu t w o rld -w ide  in progress and 
prom otion. The rich  have d is­
played th e ir w ealth  so much 
tha t the poor are in  rebellion.

Joseph Manlel 
Cleveland

Socialist Electoral Policy in 1958
Comments on the SWP's 
United-Ticket Proposal
Down to Earth
To the National Committee, 

Socialist Workers Parly
Sirs:

I read your notice in the N a­
tiona l G uardian and am glad 
tha t there is a move to unite 
a ll those who are w o rk ing  fo r 
a cooperative comm onwealth.

The im portan t problem  is to  
un ite  a ll who stand fo r a p lan­
ned economy and production 
fo r use and not fo r p ro fit. Then- 
p la tfo rm  s h o u l d  be broad 
enough to have the support of 
a ll who believe in such a p ro ­
gram.

Here are some suggestions 
fo r you to consider.

I f  a p la tfo rm  is d raw n up it 
could be prefaced something 
like  the fo llow ing :

As the Republican and Demo­
cratic parties are at present d i­
recting a ll the ir efforts to so lv­
ing the mysteries of outer space 
and p lanning tr ip s  to  the moon, 
it  becomes necessary fo r  some 
one to look a fte r the problems 
o f thé people who are s t i l l  on 
earth.

I  suggest tw o planks in  your 
p la tfo rm :

(1) Negotiations fo r peace. In ­
stead o f negotiating f r o m  
strength —  which means tha t 
one side w ould  d ictate a ll the 
terms — we should negotiate 
w ith  a ll countries as equals, 
and, i f  each side w ould  be w il l ­
ing to compromise at certa in 
points, the resu lt w ould  be 
much more permanent.

(2) A l l  citizens should have 
the r ig h t to trave l anywhere in 
the w orld  w ithou t having to be 
questioned about politics, re-

lig ion  or other personal op in ­
ions.

I t  w ould be O K  to have a 
ticke t in areas where it would 
be possible to get on the ba l­
lot. But at present it  w ould be 
impossible in many states to 
get a th ird  party  on the ballot 
However, we should call on all 
who agree w ith  us in  those 
areas to w ithho ld  th e ir support 
from  any candidate fo r U. S. 

.Congress who w il l  not pledge 
themselves to support at least 
some of the p re lim ina ry  steps 
fo r peace such as stopping the 
atom-bomb tests and negotia t­
ing fo r peace.

Hope to hear o f your p ro ­
gress.

"Old Timer" 
Elyria, Ohio

P.S. I f  a new party  is fo rm ­
ed, w ould i t  not be a good 
idea to call i t  the U n ited  So­
cialists o f Am erica or some 
such name?

Don't Call 
On Capitalist Cops

I  am a w orke r and a reader 
of the N ational Guardian. I am 
accepting you r in v ita tio n  to 
comment on you r electoral po l­
icy.

You say tha t you w ant to 
“ a rrive  at the most effective 
electoral policy in 1958.”  The 
danger in th is is tha t you w il l  
corra l a lo t o f votes by raising 
hopes that cannot be fu lfilled .

For example, you state “ So­
cialism  offers the on ly  perma­
nent so lution to the problem  of 
cap ita lis t depression.”  From th is 
it  is im p lied  that the re  is a

About the SW P Proposal
The letters printed on this page are to the National 

Committee of the Socialist Workers Party in response to 
its advertisement in the Feb. 3 National Guardian, entitled 
"For a United Socialist Ticket in the 1958 Elections— A 
Proposal to the Radical Movement." The text of the pro­
posal was reprinted in the Feb. 10 M ilitant.

"We are of the opinion . . . ." said the SWP National 
Committee, "that a united socialist ticket, challenging the 
two parlies of Big Business, would meet with the approval 
and perhaps the enthusiasm of lens and even hundreds of 
thousands of militant workers. . . .  A united campaign in 
1958 might well end the present isolation of the American 
socialist movement and bring it into the main stream of 
political life where it rightfully belongs."

The NC then suggested several propositions, " . . .  with  
such elaboration or modification as may finally be agreed 
upon . . . "  for platform planks of a joint slate. These 
included proposals for combatting the cold war, for meet­
ing unemployment, for aiding the struggle against Jim 
Crow, for extending democratic rights and for independent 
political action against the Big-Business-dominated parties.

In  conclusion, the NC asked "May we hear from you 
either directly or through your comments to the National 
Guardian?"

Copies of the text of the Socialist Workers Party pro­
posal may be obtained by writing to 116 University Place, 
New York 3, N. Y.

temporary solution. The read­
er receives a strong impression 
tha t you are o ffering the sho rt­
ened w ork week at no decrease 
in take-home pay and a gov­
ernm ent guarantee of fu l l  em­
p loym ent o r adequate perm a­
nent re lie f as such a tem porary 
solution.

A c tua lly , the on ly  tem porary 
solution o f cap ita lis t depression 
is the succession o f hot and 
cold wars w h ich  we have been 
w itnessing since 1940. C ap ita l­
ism escapes choking on its sur­
plus by shooting it  o ff o r de­
c la ring  it obsolete.

I believe tha t the last tw o 
sentences in Proposition 3 
which call fo r FEPC legislation 
and im m ediate enforcement o f 
the Supreme C ourt order to

end segregation in the schools 
should be e lim inated. M arxists 
should not call the capita lis t 
cops to solve the d ifficu ltie s  of 
the Negro people.

I sincerely hope th a t we w il l  
be able to w ork  ou t our d is­
agreements w ith o u t loss of 
princip le .

D. L.
Maspeth, N. Y.

Hails Common Sense
H ail to your common sense 

in  you r ad in  -the N ational 
G uardian of Feb. 3, 1958.

I was glad to see somebody 
w ith  the inte lligence and cour­
age to challenge w hat is go­
ing on in  Washington, D. C. 
r ig h t now.

I w il l  enclose a copy of a

le tte r that w il l  make clear to. 
you how and where I and| 
many others who are w ith  me 
stand on these m atters and on 
w h ich  we are w ork ing  day and 
n ig h t to b ring  an end to this 
madness.

We do not care fo r the label 
under w hich you carry  on, so 
long as it  is cooperative, tha t it  
leads to Brotherhood —  inc lud ­
ing the good o f hum anity  as a 
w hole —  T ru th  and Justice 
towards all.

E. H . L.
California

In  the long run  you w il l  find 
it w isdom to drop you r No. 4, 
“ For p o litica l freedom th rough ­
out the Soviet bloc.”  The rest 
is a ll good.

Scores Silence on 
Rent, Profit, Interest
Dear Sir:

I  have jus t finished reading 
in the G uardian of Feb. 3, 1958 
a Proposal to  the Radical 
Movement, fo r  a U nited Social­
ist T icke t fo r 1958.
. I  could not find one w ord 
about Rent, P ro fit o r Interest.

Just when did the Socialists 
cease to adjure capitalism?

S .M A .
Iowa

Suggests Name
Sirs:

I  th in k  you r proposal fo r  a 
U N ITE D  socialist ticke t is 
swell. One suggestion. Since, to 
most Americans, the word “ so­
c ia lis t”  means shooting people 
who disagree w ith o u t tr ia l, ca ll 
i t  “ The Co-operative Economy 
P a rty ”  o r the “ Am erican Co­
operative Com m onwealth P a rty ”  
and you w il l  get ten times as 
many votes. You can’t reedu­
cate Am ericans a fte r 50 years 
of be traya l by most “ socia list"

R allied  Radicals

JACK W R IG H T, socialist 
candidate in recent Seattle 
City Council primary elec­
tions received strong backing 
of prominent radicals. He 
polled 5,554 votes. (See edi­
torial, page three.)

and “ com m unist”  parties to 
like  those names!

Rev. Hugh W. Weston 
Marblehead, Mass.

Agrees with Program
Dear Sirs:

Y our ad in  a recent ed ition 
o f the N ational G uardian in ­
terested me enough to w rite  fo r 
a copy o f your o ffic ia l organ, 
the M ilita n t. I agree w ith  you r 
program as prin ted  in  the 
Guardian but I th in k  it w i l l  be 
a long tim e before the Am erican 
w orkers w il l  be able to see 
through the fog.

V. P.
Massachusetts

Behind Purge in East Germany

Tito, Khruschev and Bulganin, shown at time of Soviel- 
Yougoslav reconciliation in 1955. Kremlin chiefs hoped Tito 
would help with prestige to stem tide of demand for work­
ers' democracy in Soviet orbit.

•  •  •

(Continued from  Page 1) 
B e rlin  early in January, m ov­
ing about freely. E v iden tly  the 
K re m lin  changed its m ind and 
decided not to perm it the re ­
moval of U lb rich t.

I t  is now rum ored in the 
West German press tha t P re­
m ier O tto G rotew ohl threaten­
ed to resign in protest against 
the purges and was forced to 
take a “ rest”  in the Soviet 
Union.

A  crisis is also revealed in 
the B u l g a r i a n  Communist 
Party  through attacks on “ re ­
visionists”  among Communist 
in te llectuals. W rite rs , d ram at­
ists and poets are accused in 
the Bu lgarian  press of chal­
lenging the “ party  line .”  Among 
the ir crimes are demanding an 
“ ex trao rd ina ry  party  Congress,”  
condemning the repressions in 
H ungary and urg ing a study 
of the Polish and H ungarian 
events.
W A N T FREEDOM

The accused in te llectua ls a l­
so demanded “ complete free­
dom fo r the Com m unist press 
to attack short-comings, w eak­
nesses, corrup tion  and d is to r­
tions.”  They expressed the 
heretical v iew  tha t the Com­
m unist C entra l Com m ittee was 
“ incom petent”  to d irect l ite r ­
a ry ac tiv ity .

One o f the p rinc ipa l B u lga r­
ian offenders was E m il Manov 
whose novgl fa iled  to show 
“ the p a rty ’s constant concern 
fo r  im provem ent o f liv in g  con-

(Contim ied from  Page 1) 
lower-echelon o fficer acting on 
his o\vn responsib ility . Actually 
the attack has the unchallenge­
able earmarks of a cold-blood­
ed and premeditated aggres­
sion —  an act planned a num­
ber of weeks in advance and 
cleared not only w ith tjie top 
m ilitary command but prob­
ably w ith  the French cabinet 
itself.

The m urder o f the in h a b i­
tants o f Sakiet - S id i - Youssef 
was a po litica l as much as a 
m ilita ry  move. I t  is in  the long 
im peria lis t tra d itio n  o f bomb­
ings o f villages to teach the 
natives a “ sa lu ta ry ”  lesson — 
such as B ritis h  im peria lism  
used to deal ou t in  Ind ia . 
W A NTED  TA LK S ENDED

The choosing o f Sakie t-S id i- 
Youssef fo r the “ sa lu ta ry ”  les­
son o f Feb. 8 appears to have 
been decided on by the French 
m ilita r is ts  back on Jan. 11. A t 
th a t tim e the French govern­
ment desired a p re text to break 
o ff ta lks w hich Tunisia had at 
long last forced the French gov­
ernm ent to begin. These ta lks  
concerned the w ith d ra w a l of 
some 20,000 French troops from  
Tunisia. Though Tunis ia  se­
cured i n d e p e n d e n c e  from  
France by negotiation back in  
the spring of 1956, the French 
colonia l arm y o f occupation s t i l l  
remains there. W h ile  i t  re ­
mains Tunis ian “ independence” 
is more verba l than actual.

d itions." L ite ra tu rnen  F ront a l­
so reported that M anov “ d is­
played a d isda in fu l a ttitude  
towards the critic ism  directed 
at h im  and fa iled to under­
stand his mistakes because of 
his incorrect conception of so­
c ia lis t realism .”

Todor Genov's play "Fear" 
was banned because if "tw ist­
ed" reality and had a "politic­
ally harmful and slanderous

On Jan. 11 — some fo u r 
m iles southwest of Sakie t-S id i- 
Youssef and tw o m iles in to  A l­
gerian te r r ito ry  — the French 
were worsted in  a sk irm ish  w ith  
A lgerian  freedom -fighters. S ix ­
teen French soldiers were k i l l ­
ed and fo u r taken prisoner. The 
French m ilita ry  asserted that 
the prisoners had been carried 
o ff onto Tunisian te r r ito ry  and 
pe rem pto rily  demanded the ir 
im m ediate re turn . The T un is ­
ian governm ent rep lied tha t in ­
vestigation showed they were 
not on Tunisian te rr ito ry . A l­
most sim ultaneously the A lg e r­
ian A rm y  o f L ibe ra tion  an­
nounced tha t i t  was ho ld ing  the 
prisoners at a secret base in 
A lgeria  and inv ited  the In te r ­
national Red Cross in S w itze r­
land to send an observer to 
v is it them.

Refusing the answer o f the 
Tunisian g o v e r n m e n t ,  the 
French Prem ier w ith  great fan ­
fare drafted another demand — 
v ir tu a lly  an u ltim a tum  —  fo r 
the prisoners’ re tu rn . To in ­
sure a worsening o f re lations 
w ith  Tunisia the French as­
signed a general to accompany 
the d ip lom at de live ring  the 
note.

In  d ip lom atic  protocol th is 
could be in te rpre ted  on ly  as an 
in su lt and a threat. A ccord ing­
ly  Tunisian President Bourg- 
hiba refused to receive the gen­
eral and requested tha t the 
note be delivered on ly  by the 
d ip lom at. Th is was haugh tily

character." The editor of the 
theatrical magazine, G o c h o 
Gochev, was accused of saying 
that "behind our successes 
stands the misery of the mass­
es." And, of course, the Bul­
garian Stalinists have called 
for a "great offensive" against 
these deviationisls.

The repression of Polish 
w rite rs  reveals the continued 
rebellion against the Gom ulka

rejected by the French mission 
which, w ith  great show of 
anger, re tu rned to France. The 
French governm ent broke off 
the ta lks about w ith d ra w in g  its 
20,000 troops from  Tunisia. 
(Inc iden ta lly , the fou r French 
prisoners w e r e  subsequently 
v isited at the secret rebel base 
in  A lgeria  by the representative 
of the In te rna tiona l Red Cross.) 
M A R K ET D AY

But w hy did the French im ­
peria lists w a it from  Jan. 11 to 
Feb. 8 to de live r the murderous 
blow on Sakiet-S idi-Youssef as 
an example to a ll Tunisia? The 
answer is simple. Every tw o 
months there is a m arket day 
in tha t v illage. Then the small 
settlem ent is swelled by hun­
dreds of peasants who come 
from  all the surrounding area. 
The next market day after Jan. 
11 would fall on Feb. 8. On 
that day the French struck —  
the crowds made good targets 
for strafing by the low-flying 
planes.

Small wonder tha t the U. S. 
State D epartm ent has bent a ll 
its efforts to hushing the story 
up. I t  has even pressured, or 
bribed, weak-spined President 
Bourghiba to forego Tunisia's 
com plaint in the U n ited  Na­
tions —  where it w ould  at least 
be debated p u b lic ly  —  fo r 
Anglo-U.S. m ediation behind 
closed doors. Also small w on­
der tha t the people o f Tunisia 
are increasingly angry over 
Bourgh iba ’s retreat.

bureaucratic clique. On Feb. 8 
Nowa K u ltu ra , o ffic ia l organ of 
the w rite rs  union, announced 
the resignation of its  chief ed­
ito r, W. W oroszylski. And the 
staff o f Po Prostu, suppressed 
last fa ll, were told to look fo r 
jobs outside the field of jo u r­
nalism unless they could see 
th e ir way to w rite  “ a suitable 
account of th e ir a ttitude  to w ­
ard party  po licy.”
M O N K EY JOKES

Some staff w rite rs  fo r the 
youth paper, Sztandar M lodych, 
are also out of jobs. They were 
accused of pub lish ing "m onkey 
jokes”  at the expense of both 
the Polish party  and the Soviet 
Union. An example o f a “ mon­
key joke”  was the publish ing 
o f a captionless p ic tu re  of an 
old woman b low ing her nose 
over an announcement of a 
meeting o f the Central Com­
m ittee.

On Feb. 17 G om ulka assured 
a N. Y. Times correspondent 
that “ rev is ion ism ”  was a “ by ­
p roduct”  of the October events 
in his co u n tiy  w h ich  “ was 
false and belonged to the past.” 
He assured his in te rv iew e r tha t 
i t  “ was never strong and is 
now disappearing.”

Gomulka obviously considers 
his own rule Jo be the legiti­
mate product of the mass up­
surge of October 1956 and the 
struggle for socialist democ­
racy which he labels "revision­
ism" only incidental. But the 
continued resistance to burea- 
cratic oppression in Poland 
shows that this "by-product" is 
far from "disappearing" des­
pite repressions.

By the year 2100 the amount 
o f S tron tium  90 ingested by the 
human race w il l  be increased 
100 times even w ith o u t fu rth e r 
nuclear testing. Thus reports 
Science, o ffic ia l organ o f the 
Am erican Association fo r the 
Advancem ent o f Science. The 
report concludes tha t th is  w il l  
constitute one-fifth  of the pres­
ent “ safe”  m axim um  allowable. 
I t  w i l l  be tw ice  as m uch as is 
“ safe”  fo r  children.

What Is 
A 'Revisionist'?

W ik to r W oroszylski, who re ­
signed under pressure as ed itor 
o f Nowa K u ltu ra , leading Polish 
cu ltu ra l magazine, is one of 
those labeled “ rev is ion is t”  in 
the S ta lin is t w o rld  today.

In  Novem ber 1956, W oroszyl­
ski was in  Budapest and saw 
the H ungarian revo lu tion  at 
firs t hand. He w rote  a tru th fu l 
account of it, dem onstrating 
tha t the revo lu tion  was a strug­
gle fo r socialist democracy. His 
d ia ry  was published in  Nowa 
K u ltu ra  and r e p r i n t e d  in 
France Observateur, French so­
c ia lis t w eekly. I t  is inva luable  
fo r any student o f the H ungar­
ian events. Apologists fo r the 
K re m lin  have never re fu ted  his 
testimony.

I t  thus turns ou t th a t to S ta l­
inists the term  “ rev is ion is t”  in ­
cludes the honest defenders of 
w orkers ’ democracy.

...F rench Terrorism in Tunisia

N ew  Jersey 

W ind Up B a llo t D rive
N E W A R K , Feb. 20 — The Socialist W orkers P arty  in  

New Jersey is cu rre n tly  com pleting a d rive  to secure the 
nom inating petitions necessary to place Danie l Roberts, 
ed ito r o f the M ilita n t, on the 
ba llo t as its candidate fo r the 
U. S. Senate. W ith  unem ploy­
ment widespread, the canvassers 
are ge tting  the signatures in  
rap id  order despite the fr ig id  
weather.

Here are some o f the opinions 
expressed by people as they 
signed the SWP petition. Most 
of the canvassing took place 
outside the unem ploym ent com­
pensation office.

"A ll these stories about pros­
perity being around the corner 
and about a pickup in March 
are fine. But we can't eat the 
stories in the newspapers."

“ W hy don’t they stop b low ­
ing up money in  the sky and 
take some o f i t  to  b u ild  roads 
and schools and pu t people 
to w ork? ”

“ W ill you r man help extend 
compensation fo r a longer per­
iod?”
GOOD ID E A

Q uite a few  thought i t  was 
“ a damned good idea to put 
up a w o rk in g  man.”

There were others who said 
“ W hat good is it  going to do”  
and "N o th in g ’s going to do any 
good" and w ent on w ith o u t 
signing.

Canvassers heard o f b itte r ex­
periences a t the unem ploym ent 
office. “ I  noticed one man who 
had ju s t signed our pe tition  
standing against the w a ll look­
ing  dazed,”  reported one can- 
casser. “ I  asked h im  w ha t was 
the m atte r and he to ld  me he 
had ju s t come fro m  Paterson to 
N ewark to file  fo r  h is insurance 
and was to ld  he wasn’t  e lig ib le .

“ He d id n ’t  know  anyone in 
N ew ark and d id n ’t  know  w hat 
he was going to do. I  fin a lly  
pried the in fo rm ation  from  him  
tha t i t  took 41f to get back to 
Paterson and gave h im  a h a lf 
a do lla r tha t he took w ith  real 
reluctance.”

D A N IE L  ROBERTS. Social­
ist Workers Party Candidate 
for U. S. Senator from New  
Jersey.

An angry and harried worn-- 
an showed a petitioner a batch 
of doctor's prescriptions. "They 
tell us you have to be fit to 
take any job if  you want to 
draw benefits. You can't be 
sick any time. But on the 
money they pay, I  can't afford 
to fill the prescriptions to stay 
healthy."

In  Ohio, in early February, 
the Bureau of Unem ploym ent 
Compensation r e p o r t s  tha t 
about 180,000 w orkers are re ­
ceiv ing state compensation. This 
figure is also stated to be 70% 
o f a ll the unemployed in the 
state, w hich w ou ld  mean tha t 
about 250,000 are to ta lly  unem ­
ployed in. the state.

LOS ANGELES DINNER-MEETING

Speakers:

Vincent R. Hallinan
1952 Progressive Party Presidential Candidate

James P. Cannon
National Chairman, Socialist Workers Party 

Topic:

"United Socialist Politica l Action In 1958 

And the Outlook fo r American Socialists" 

SATURDAY. MARCH 1 
Forum Hall, 1702 E. 4th St.

Dinner — 7 P.M.: $2.00 
Meeting Only — 8 P.M. $1: Students 50 cents 

Reservations: Call WE 5-9238 
Auspices: Socialist Workers Party
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Line-Ups in IN. German Sodai Democracy

Praise to Seattle Socialists
When Jack W rig h t accepted the nom­

ination  ol‘ the Socialist W orkers P arty  in 
the recently  concluded p rim a ry  election 
lo r  the Seattle C ity  Council, he pledged 
tha t he would campaign to the best of 
his a b ility  in the tra d itio n  of Eugene V. 
Debs. We believe he fu lf ille d  tha t pledge 
in  splendid fashion.

H is campaign committee, too, helped 
show w ha t a determ ined group of self- 
sacrific ing socialists can do to advance 
the cause.

A  veteran of 40 years o f active ser­
vice in  the labor and socialist movement, 
W rig h t demonstrated h im se lf to be a firs t- 
class socialist banner bearer. Th is was 
clear from  the news reports about his 
campaign. For our part, we found i t  a 
special pleasure to receive his campaign 
m ateria l. H is artic les were fresh and 
clear. They dealt w ith  the va rie ty  o f is­
sues tha t con fron t the w o rk ing  people and 
offered clear-cut, m eaningfu l socialist an­
swers.

In  his electioneering, he displayed the 
k ind  of energy and tenacity  tha t is ind is ­
pensable fo r an effective campaign. In  a 
day when m any doors are s t i l l  closed to 
socialist candidates, he compiled the im ­
pressive record of speaking before more

than 30 organizations, inc lud ing  25 local 
unions. Especially g ra tify in g  in  th is  re ­
gard was the unanimous endorsement 
g iven his candidacy by the membership 
o f his own union, Local 158 of the In te r­
national M olders and Foundry W orkers.

A t the same tim e  W rig h t’s campaign 
was the basis fo r u n itin g  many radicals in 
effective socialist p o litica l action. He was 
endorsed by such prom inent ind iv idua ls  
as V incent H a llinan ; T e rry  Pettus, N o rth ­
west ed ito r of the People’s W orld ; C. H. 
Fisher, president of the W ashington Pen­
sion Union; Jay Sykes, prom inent c iv il 
libe rties  law yer; D r. Jay Friedm an, mem­
ber of the N ationa l Com m ittee o f the 
Am erican Forum  fo r Socialist Education 
and others. He was also among five can­
didates who received favorable ed ito ria l 
comment from  the People’s W orld .

The support extended to W rig h t was 
reflected in  the encouraging vote tha t he 
polled. Running 12th in  a fie ld  of 21, he 
came w ith in  tw o places of q u a lify in g  fo r 
the fina l election. The 5,554 votes th a t he 
received was ten percent of the to ta l cast.

We ha il Jack W rig h t and a ll those 
who aided in his campaign fo r a socialist 
job  w e ll done.

Harriman Does It Again
H ow  w i l l  libe ra l supporters of New 

Y o rk ’s G overnor H arrim an  exp la in  away 
his veto, Feb. 17, of tw o  b ills  ou tlaw ing  
unauthorized “ bugging”  — tha t is, elec­
tron ic  spying on p riva te  conversations? 
These b ills  were passed by state legisla­
tors as a resu lt of the scandalous p lan ting  
of a m icrophone in  the headquarters of 
the M otorm en’s Benevolent Association 
by the T rans it A u th o rity .

For months offic ia ls of tha t union 
looked at each o ther and at th e ir  a ttorney 
wondering who was the spy, who was 
in fo rm in g  the T rans it A u th o r ity  about 
union proceedings. A l l  the time, the “ spy” 
was a m icrophone hidden by cops in  a 
p riva te  hall.

A l l  w ire -tapp ing  should be abolished 
i f  p rivacy  is to be respected- A nd  there 
isn ’t  much freedom i f  i t  is not. B u t the 
State b ills  were aimed on ly a t ending 
“ unauthorized”  w ire-taps. The cops could

p lan t th e ir  “ bugs,”  but they w ould be re ­
qu ired to get a court order to do so. Even 
th is res tric tion  on police spy techniques, 
however, was too much fo r the Demo­
cra tic  Governor.

The m atte r isn ’t  changed by H a rr i-  
m an’s statem ent tha t he w ould  approve 
s im ila r legislation i f  i t  authorized “ hot 
p u rsu it”  eavesdropping by police. That 
would provide a big enough loophole for 
a whole police state to ju m p  through. 
O rw e ll’s n igh tm arish  “ B ig  B ro th e r”  would 
be lis ten ing  to you, i f  not ac tua lly  w atch­
ing you.

A nyw ay, H a rrim an  is consistent — 
against c iv il liberties, tha t is. On Feb. 4, 
he recommended re-enactm ent of the 
w itch -hun ting  S ecurity  R isk Law , as 'w e ll 
as amendment of the C iv il Service Law  
to make Com m unist P a rty  membership 
evidence fo r fir in g  state employes.

Sobell Is Still in Prison

By HANS JOCHEN
That last year’s disastrous 

election defeat of the German 
Social Democratic P arty  w ould 
accelerate its in te rna l po lariza­
tion  was to be expected; but 
the peculiar nature o f the s trug ­
gle w ith in  that party , w hich 
broke out almost the day a fte r 
the election results became 
known, could not have been 
predicted.

D uring  the campaign i t  be­
came clear, even to the casual 
observer, tha t the SPD was a 
house d iv ided against itself. 
Leading figures o f the party, 
speaking in  d iffe ren t parts of 
the country, w ould on the same 
day take opposite v iewpoints on 
such crucia l e lection issues as 
na tiona lization o f indus try  or 
G erm any’s role in  NATO. Es 
sentia lly , three w e ll defined 
tendencies appeared p u b lic ly  to 
be vy in g  fo r  support, a ll in  the 
name o f the SPD.

R IG H T -W IN G  SPOKESMAN
T yp ica l spokesman, fo r  w hat 

is undoubted ly the extreme 
r ig h t w ing, in  th is  not exactly 
rad ica l labor organization, was 
the da rling  o f the cap ita lis t 
press, Carlo Schmid. A  relative 
newcomer to the SPD, he wants 
no part of the class struggle 
and says so whenever he has 
an opportunity. He calls it all 
part of the ideological baggage 
from the past which he wants 
to see ditched as soon as pos-

acea he advocates guaranteed to 
win elections.

He wants a ll ta lk  o f national 
ization ended fo r fear of fr ig h t 
ening the l it t le  businessman 
whose vote he is out to  w in  fo r 
the SPD. Schmid's theoretica l 
underp inn ing comes from  pa rty  
economist Deist, whose p ro fit 
sharing plan d iffers l it t le  from  
the ru lin g  C hristian-D em ocratic 
p a r t y ’ s People’s Capita lism  
N e ither man hesitated to cam 
paign on his own conception of 
w hat he thought the pa rty  pro 
gram ought to be. This in  spite 
of the fact tha t the party  has 
a program, adopted and never 
repudiated by the membership 
w hich calls fo r the basic indus 
tries to be nationalized.

Since the election, Schmid 
and -h is  vocal supporters, have 
blamed the defeat o f the party  
on the “ outmoded M arx is t t ra ­
d itions o f the pa rty .”  Schmid 
plays down the im portance of 
program  and claims th a t the 
vo ter is interested in  outstand­
ing personalities. He calls fo r 
the transform ation o f the party  
from  an organization o f w o rk ­
ers in to  a “ people’s pa rty .”

LEFT G RO UPING
On the other w ing  o f the 

party, there is the beginning of 
a le f t  grouping, based on some 
o f the d is tr ic t organizations and 
represented in  pub lic by such 
prom inent members o f p a rlia ­
m ent and p a rty  leaders as Weh

sible. Opening the parly to the ner and Blachstein. The social- 
middle class elements is a pan-1 ist theoretic ian Abendro th  is

Unity w ith  Whom?

w o rk in g  along s im ila r lines. 
Stressing the socialist character 
o f the SPD and appealing to 
the class instincts of the w o rk ­
ers, they resist the attem pt to 
weaken and d ilu te  the p a rty ’s 
m ild  enough an ti-cap ita lis t p ro ­
gram.

Caught in the middle and 
under attack from both sides is 
the party apparatus. The fu ll­
time secretariat, grouped around 
Ollenhauer and determined to 
block the path to party leader 
ship to both the right and the 
left wing, has nonetheless been 
forced to accede to the demand 
for a special parly convention 
in the spring of ' 1958. It  is at 
this convention that the relative 
strength of the contending 
groupings should become clear.

W hat has confused the  p ic ­
ture  fo r m any o f the rank-and- 
file  w orkers o f the pa rty  who 
are look ing  fo r an out to the 
stalemate the p a rty  has found 
itse lf in, is the unna tu ra l a l l i ­
ance o f r ig h t and le ft w ings 
against the m idd le  on a p la t­
fo rm  o f “ re fo rm .”

E R I C H  O LLENHAUER. 
Chairman, Socialist Parly of 
Germany (SPD).

Jordan demonstrators, above, demand union of Jordan 
with Syria in opposition to the Eisenhower Doctrine. This 
demonstration took place in A pril 1957 when popular de­
mands could be expressed. Now that King Hussein has 
dictatorial power, thanks to U. S. aid, he unites Jordan 
w ith Iraq. The offspring of this marriage w ill be puppets.

UNSTABLE BLOC
This re fo rm  p la tfo rm  directed 

against the stand-pat, fu ll- t im e  
pa rty  functionaries in  Bonn 
cannot stand the test o f tim e  or 
hold up under p o lit ica l stress. 
I t  is a block o f the  most re ­
v is ion ist r ig h t-w in g  elements 
w ith  the more m ilita n t socialist 
elements against the m iddle, 
the apparatus. The tw o w ings 
of the party  have a d ifferent 
p o litica l perspective bu t they 
are bound together by a com­
mon h o s tility  to the core o f old- 
tim e  pa rty  o ffic ia ls exem plified 
by O llenhauer and Mellies.

The difference w ith in  the 
pa rty  broke out in to  the open 
the day a fte r the election. SPD 
General Secretary O llenhauer, 
whose colorless campaign last 
year had aroused deep dissatis­
faction on a ll fron ts  o f the o r­
ganization, in terpreted the elec­
tion  defeat as a p a rtia l v ic to ry . 
He based his estimate on the 
organization’s gain o f some­
w hat over one th ird  of the seats 
in  the new parliam ent. This, 
he reasoned gave the SPD veto 
pow er against any constitu ­
tiona l changes, and this, plus 
the 181 mandates received by 
the party , should hearten the 
membership o f the SPD.

The fighf in itially centered 
around Ollenhauer’s evaluation 
of the election. Several district 
organizations immediately chal­
lenged the parly's statement as 
misleading and in the nature of 
a whitewash of the leadership's 
failure to wage an aggressive 
election campaign. The Neue 
Ruhr Zeitung, a newspaper close

to the SPD, picked up the criti­
cisms and publicized the de­
mand of the Bonn district or­
ganization for a special party 
convention to draw up a real­
istic balance sheet and to de­
cide whose interpretation of the 
party line was correct.

Two days a fte r the election, 
on Sept. 17, O llenhauer pre­
sented his detailed and conserv­
a tive analysis o f the election 
to the quickly-assem bled na­
tional committee. I t  was at this 
m eeting tha t the block between 
the r ig h t and le ft opponents of 
the leadership emerged in  o u t­
line. Both w ings demanded tha t 
the fu ll- t im e  secretaries, who 
now head the various depart­
ments o f the pa rty  organiza­
tion, should be barred from  
voting  at N ational Committee 
meetings. These pa rty  officials, 
clustered around Ollenhaut-r 
and operating as a t ig h t ly  co­
ord inated b lock from  the party  
headquarters on F ried rich  Ebert 
A llee  in Bonn, exert great in ­
fluence over the party  machine.

Both w ings called fo r the re-

duction in size o f the sta ff and 
election o f a new three-m an 
p a r t  y  executive comm ittee. 
Nom inated and even tua lly  elect­
ed were, reading from  r ig h t to  
le ft, Schmid, O llenhauer and 
Wehner. Each man typ ifies a 
tendency w ith in  the party .
WHO CONTROLS WHOM?

I t  was at th is meeting th a t 
the p r o  m i n e n t r ig h t-w in g e r 
E ile r  raised the demand fo r the 
separation o f the p a rty  lead­
ership from  the contro l o f the 
pa rliam en ta ry  frac tion  o f the 
party . Schmid is know n to 
favor th is prospect and has 
called fo r the establishm ent o f 
a shadow cabinet o f the oppo­
sition pa rty  in parliam ent. These 
moves w ould free the elected 
social-dem ocratic members o f 
parliam ent from  the last vestige 
o f contro l by the ranks o f the 
SPD and w ou ld  tend to counter­
pose the leadership o f the par­
liam en ta ry  frac tion  to the lead­
ership of the organization, 
w hich is the product o f the 
pa rty  conventions.

The Neue R uhr Ze itung made 
itse lf the spokesman o f the 
r ig h t w ing  and set the tone fo r  
the nationa l com m ittee m eeting 
when it  ed ito ria lized : "To move 
Professor Schmid in to  the fo re ­
ground im plies a program. Such 
a program w ou ld  be the re jec­
tion  o f o ld M a rx is t pe ttifoggery  
and class-struggle tendencies, 
w hich are w ith o u t jus tifica tion  
today.”

Since then the discussion has 
spread through the ranks of the 
organization. The party weekly 
Vorwaerts and the Social Demo­
c r a t i c  p a p e r  Westfaelische 
Rundschau, among others, have 
opened the pages of the papers 
for discussion contributions. I t  
is thus possible to follow the 
developing discussion as it  
spreads into the local organiza­
tions. The built-in conilict in 
the opportunistically - combined 
right and left-wing opposition 
quickly broke out into the open.

(To be concluded)

Honor Laura Gray’s Memory
The International Committee of the Fourth Interna­

tional, which groups revolutionary socialist organizations 
in a number of countries, sent the following message of 
sorrow to the M ilitant on the recent death of Laura Gray, 
staff artist of the paper.

"A ll the organizations supporting the International 
Committee send their sincerest regrets on the occasion 
of the sad and untimely death of Laura Gray. Laura 
personified the power of ideas of revolutionary socialism 
in a way which w ill live forever. Her cartoons ripped aside 
all that was bad in the old system and spurred workers 
everywhere on to the struggle for its overthrow. Revo­
lutionary socialists everywhere w ill feel poorer now that 
they have lost this great comrade. The memory of Laura 
Gray w ill live forever."

The w itch -h u n t fever in  Am erica is 
declin ing. Fear is g radua lly  being sup­
planted by a g row ing  demand fo r demo­
cra tic  rights. A l l  th is is good. B u t M orton 
Sobell, the N um ber One w itch -h u n t v ic ­
tim , is s t i l l  in  ja il.

Sobell is now serving the e ighth year 
in  a 30-year prison term . H is w ife  Helen 
and his m other Rose Sobell are s t i l l  fo rc­
ed to spend th e ir  days try in g  to free the 
husband and son. M any thousands of 
people believe in  his innocence. B u t the 
trag ic  effect of the w itch -h u n t fever tha t 
gripped th is  country  s t i l l  leaves an in ­
de lib le  m ark. Justice is s t i l l  a stranger to 
the Sobell fam ily .

U.S. Senator W illia m  Langer once 
said, “ I pledge tha t eve ry th ing  I can do

as a member o f the Jud ic ia ry  Committee 
of the U.S. Senate, w i l l  be done to see 
tha t Sobell gets jus tice .”

W a lte r M illis , ed ito r of the “ Forestal 
D ia ries”  said, “ The evidence on w hich 
M orton  Sobell was convicted was prob­
ab ly  perju rious; i f  i t  were lega lly  pos­
sible the case ought to be reviewed on its 
m erits, w h ile  in  any event, the 30-year 
sentence was grossly d isproportionate to 
any crim e ac tua lly  attested against h im .”  

These and m any o ther people have 
spoken. Now a ll o f us have the oppor­
tu n ity  to demand justice  fo r  M orton 
Sobell by signing the pe tition  (see page 4) 
being circu la ted  na tiona lly  in  support of 
executive action fo r his freedom. We 
should also ask our friends to sign. M or­
ton Sobell m ust be free.

School System in Crisis
A  society tha t can’t  show continuous 

progress in  the education i t  provides fo r 
its  ch ild ren  isn ’t  w o rth  very much. A nd  
a society tha t provides the younger gen­
eration w ith  even less educational oppor­
tun itie s  than its  older generation knew  is 
w o rth  s t i l l  less. No one could challenge 
th is  statement. Yet the ch ild ren  of today 
are worse off than th e ir parents were.

O f course, when the governm ent is 
spending so m any b illions  on w a r prep­
arations — stra in ing  the p roductive  re­
sources of th is  generation and those tha t 
w i l l  fom e a fte r us —  the very basis fo r 
progress in  education is destroyed.

W ith in  the context of almost to ta l 
incapacity  of the declin ing  cap ita lis t sys­
tem to solve the crisis o f the school sys­
tem, tw o  trends are p a rticu la r ly  to be 
noted.

F irs t, the B ig  Business governm ent 
and the m ilita ris ts  were alarmed when 
the firs t S pu tn ik  was th row n  in to  space. 
I t  m eant th a t Soviet scientific progress 
was substantia l. This gave them a m il i­
ta ry  concern in  the declin ing U.S. educa­
tiona l system.

They th rew  $5 b illio n  fo r th is  year 
in to  rocket production , y ie ld ing  im m ed­
iate pro fits  to B ig  Business, bu t d id n ’t 
even consider a program  to solve the 
crisis in  schools. Instead a system fo r 
testing  ch ild ren to s if t  out the g ifted  ones 
was w orked out. The school system w i l l  
continue to go to pot. B u t those who pass 
the screening test w i l l  be helped toward 
h igher education.

This trend is matched by another. 
S t il l less education w i l l  be provided fo r 
the g row ing  numbers o f m aladjusted 
you th  in  the neglected school system.

In  New Y ork, over 600 students were 
sum m arily  suspended from  school by a 
Board o f Education decision Feb. 7. They 
were ju s t th row n  in to  the streets. Four 
em pty bu ild ings are now beirjg readied 
fo r special schools fo r  ' these children. 
M ayor Wagner, Feb. 12, said, “ They 
m igh t be a l i t t le  m akesh ift at the begin­
n ing, bu t they w i l l  be equipped w ith  
shops and special staff.”

B u t the problem  is much bigger than 
that. So M ayor W agner and others met 
w ith  G overnor H a i'rim an in  his tow n- 
house to consider the problem . H arrim an  
announced they had w orked out a “ w ork- 
a c tiv ity ”  program. This apparen tly  w il l  
consist of le ttin g  the students get pa rt- 
tim e jobs, i f  they can be found.

These cap ita lis t po litic ians considered 
proposals to low er the school age l im it  
and to change the ch ild  labor law . They 
decided not to, bu t the fact th a t these 
proposals were even considered is a com­
m entary  on the decline of the U.S. edu­
cational system.

We should like  to make th is  obser­
vation: The capita lis ts can’t  have th e ir 
cake and eat i t  too. No am ount of federal 
aid to “ g ifte d ”  ch ild ren  w i l l  produce a 
scientific  and c u ltu ra l upsurge on the 
foundation of a declin ing school system 
fo r the many.

World Euents
"W E SET UP MORE OF AN  

IRON C U R TA IN  than they [the  
Russians] do in  m any fields,”  
reported tw o U. S. e lectrica l 
engineers to the Am erican In ­
s titu te  o f E lec trica l Engineer­
ing, Feb. 7. The repo rt fo llo w ­
ed a tw o-w eek v is it to the So­
v ie t U nion and included the 
comment, “ There is no doubt 
tha t the Russians w il l  lead the 
w ay”  in  the fie ld  o f transm is­
sion systems.

•  •  *

SO VIET W O M E N  HOLD  
H IG H  PLACE in  scientific 
w ork. In  a report prepared by 
UNESCO and delivered to Dag 
H am m arskjö ld, Feb. 15, i t  is 
said tha t nearly  h a lf a m illio n  
women are w o rk in g  as engin­
eers and technicians. A lso 53% 
o f the specialists tra ined in  in ­
s titu tions  of h igher education 
are women.

*  •  *

H A I T I ' S  C O N STITU TIO N  
HAS NOT STOPPED ILLE G A L  
ARRESTS, the opposition to the 
governm ent complained. The 
new constitu tion  is v io la ted  as 
opposition leaders are held in ­
communicado w ith o u t charges 
or questioning. A  fo rm er police 
chief, suddenly transferred to 
Venezuela, said Jan. 31, “ I t  is 
h igh tim e  th a t the arm y ceased 
to be a force hun ting  down 
c iv ilians .”

•  *  *

MORE TH A N  1,000 FARM  
WORKERS, jobless and land­
less, invaded the r ich  fa rm ­
land o f Culiacan R ive r V a lley  
in  M exico and settled down. 
News of the “ invasion”  reached 
the governm ent late because of 
a na tiona l te legraph strike .

« *  *

C O LU M B IA  U N IV E R S IT Y  
STUDENTS and those at Mos­
cow U n ive rs ity  w i l l  exchange 
broadcasts in  th e ir own p r i­
va te ly  arranged cu ltu ra l ex­
change program. Student life  
at the N ew Y o rk  ancT Moscow 
ins titu tions  w il l  be discussed.

* * *
STUDENTS A ND  WORKERS  

ARE J A I L E D  A N D  TOR­
TURED IN  SPA IN , according 
to the U. S. magazine, Iberica. 
Despite fo rm a l governm ent de­
nials, Iberica  insists tha t 44

U n ive rs ity  students in  M adrid  
and several hundred w orkers 
suspected o f opposition to the 
fascist d ic ta to r Franco have 
been arrested. Iberica  demands 
tha t U. S. aid to Franco be 
stopped.

*  *  *

A LG ER IA N  REBELS STOP 
FLOW  OF O IL  to the M e d ite r­
ranean w ith  the ir attacks on 
ra il lines. O il a rrives at the 
p o rt o f P h ilip p e v ille  in  “ an 
eyedropper,”  according to one 
A lg ie rs  paper. O n ly  one tanker 
has been loaded to transport o il 
to refineries in  Southern France.

*  •  •

I S R A E L ' S  M A P A M , the
U nited W orkers P arty , welcom ­
ed the un ion o f E gypt and 
Syria. The P a rty ’s newspaper, 
“ A1 Ham ishm ar,”  pointed out 
th a t the un ion is based on “ Pos­
it iv e  n e u tra lity  and h o s tility  to 
Western im peria lism .”  The M a- 
pam is sym pathetic to the  pow ­
e rfu l Socialist party, A1 Ba’ath,
o f Syria and w ould u n ify  the
w hole M ideast inc lud ing  Israel.

* •  *
A  COMPULSORY COURSE 

IN  Z IO N IS M  fo r  Egyptian  high 
school students w il l  use a te x t 
book, “ This Is Z ion ism ,”  p re ­
pared by the Egyptian M in is try  
of N ational Guidance. Accord­
ing to the Jan. 13 Jew ish News­
le tter, i t  includes an abridged 
transla tion  o f the book “ A  Short 
H is to ry  o f Z ion ism ”  by the w e ll 
know n B ritis h  Z ion ist, Israel 
Cohen.

♦ *  «

U.S. A ID  TO LAOS has p ro ­
duced a coun try  o f contrasts 
according to N.Y. Times re­
porter, Greg MacGregor. A m id  
barefoot pedestrians luxu rious  
new Am erican cars cruise 
along ru tte d  roads. “ Gaudy 
n ig h t clubs. . . have gross re ­
ceipts o f $1 m illio n  a year.”  
U.S. aid, averaging about $40 
m illio n  a year “ has lined  se­
lected pockets to the bu lg ing  
po in t and resulted in  a notable 
fa ilu re  of achievement.”  B u t 
“ free enterprise”  is s ti l l  in tact.

Arkansas had the second lo w ­
est per capita income o f a ll 
the states w ith  $1,088 in  1956. 
M ississippi was low est w ith  
$964.

Foe of Batista Arrested in N.Y.
Feb. 19 —  In  an act of 

friendly cooperation with the 
Cuban Dictator Batista, the 
U. S. Stale Department last 
week indicted D r. Carlos Prio 
Socarras, exiled former Presi­
dent of Cuba and eight others. 
They are accused of conspiring 
to set up a well-financed m ili­
tary expedition to attack the 
Batista government. I f  convict­
ed, they face up to five years 
in prison and $10.000 in fines.

P rio  was elected to office in  
Cuba in  1948 by popu lar elec­
tion  and was overth row n when 
Batista seized pow er th ru  a 
coup in  1952, a m onth  before 
general elections w ere sched­
uled to  take place.

In  answer to the ind ic tm en t 
P rio  stated: “ The new in d ic t­
m ent should be a great com fort 
fo r  d ictatorships in  L a tin  
Am erica, p a rticu la rly  fo r  Ba­
tista, an enemy o f a ll demo­
cratic  governments.”

“ I  know  th a t [P resident Ba­
tis ta ] has co n tinua lly  sent 
agents to the U nited States w ith  
false in fo rm a tion  and has fu r ­
nished the U n ited  States G ov­
ernm ent w ith  false in fo rm a tion  
to t r y  to get the Am erican 
Governm ent to  act against me.”  
(Feb. 14 N ew Y ork  Times.)

Th is is no t the on ly  w ay tha t 
Secretary o f State D ulles gives 
com fort to d icta tors w hether 
they be located in  South A m e r­
ica o r Spain or on the Island 
o f Formosa.

On Dec. 20, 1957 Lu is  M ir ­
anda, fo rm er sergeant in  the 
Cuban M arines and an arch 
enemy o f B atis ta ’s Cuban des­
potism, was captured on an 
East R ive r p ie r in  New Y o rk

C ity . He had stowed away 
aboard a Cuban ship because 
he was fleeing from  Cuba a fte r 
a rebe llion  o f a naval garrison 
in  Cienfuegos in  w h ich  he took 
part, had been defeated.

H is presence on board the 
ship was discovered by B atis ta ’s 
men who in  tu rn  no tified  the 
U. S. State Departm ent.

The Stale Department cal­
lously intervened on the side 
of Batista and sent Miranda 
back to Cuba to certain death 
despite a m ilitant protest dem­
onstration of a n t i - B a t i s t a  
Cubans here.

In  Cuba itse lf, libe ra tion

forces under the leadership o f 
F ide l Castro, are constantly ex­
tend ing the scope o f th e ir 
guerilla  activ ities.

“ Reports reach Havana da ily ,”  
says R. H a rt P h ilips  in  the Feb. 
17 N. Y. Times, “ on the find ing  
o f bodies o f both rebels and 
loyalists on roads and along the 
South coast o f O reinte P rov­
ince. They are casualties o f the 
undercover w ar between the 
troops and rebel elements.”

A lthough  both are in  opposi­
tion  to Batista's U. S. S late De­
partm ent-backed regime, there 
is no tie  between Castro and 
Prio.

Calendar of Euents
CHICAG O

Eugene F e l d m a n ,  editor, 
Southern N ewsletter, fo rm e rly  
o f M ontgom ery, A la ., and W in ­
ston-Salem. “ A  S o u t h e r n e r  
Speaks fo r C iv il R ights.”  F r i ­
day, Feb. 28, at 8:15 P .M .A usp.: 
M ilita n t Labor Forum, 777 W. 
Adams.

•
D ETR O IT

Fri., Feb. 28, 8 P.M. —  A  ta lk  
on H oward Fast’s book and the 
C risis in  the C om m unist Party. 
A t 3737 W oodward. Ausp.: F r i­
day N ig h t Socialist Forum .

•
T W IN  C IT IES

R ow oldt - H e ikk inen  V ic to ry  
Celebration. F riday, M ar. 7, 8 
P.M., Mpls., Andrew s Hotel. 
C on tribu tion : $1. Ausp.: M inn. 
Comm, fo r  Foreign Born.

Joseph S tarobin w il l  speak 
on “ How Wo Can Compete 
w ith  Russia —  A  Socialist 
V iew .”  Tuesday, M arch 4, 8 
P.M., Mpls., Andrew s Hotel, 
Rm. M3. Ausp.: T w in  C ities 
Labor Forum .

The armed forces are now  
being in fo rm ed on how to be­
have in  fo re ign  countries be­
fore they  get there. In  a Pocket 
Guide to each o f the d iffe ren t 
countries where the U. S. sta­
tions troops the firs t lesson 
tha t Pvt. Sm ith  learns is: “ No 
nation likes strangers in  u n i­
fo rm  around, so don’t  be shov­
ing those khakis o r blues a t 
the people.”

Questions 
For the Left

Hew York By S ID N EY LENS

First Amendment "test-eases" Invite 
You to .

Question and Discuss How To

Regain the First Am endm ent
with

I. F. Stone Dr. O tto  Nathan
Frank J. Donner 

Ring Lardner Jr., Chairman 
Friday, February 28, 8 P.M.

Carnegie Recital Hall, 154 W. 57th St. (7th Ave.) 
Contribution $1

For tickets write: P. O. Box 190, New York 27, N. Y.

Introduction by A. J. Muste. 
Comments by John Dickin­
son, Tim Wohlforth, Stephen 
Grattan, Farrell Dobbs, Con­
rad Lynn, Albert E. Blum- 
berg.

Published by 
A M ER IC A N  FORUM  —  

FOR SO C IA LIST  
EDU CA TIO N  

29 pages 25 cents
Order from:

PIO NEER PUBLISHERS  
116 University Place 
New York 3, N . Y.



Out of Their Mouths
. -  By JOHN MOLLOY ---------------------

Professor of Economics H enry C. W al- 
lich  of Yale U n ive rs ity  is qu ite  revealing 
in  his a rtic le  on the economic outlook in  
the Feb. 2 New Y ork  Times Magazine. He 
sets down the th in k in g  of the cap ita lis t 
class in  black and white.

F irs t on taxes he w rites: “ O ur past 
experience gives us no evidence tha t we 
cannot bear the present tax load, and 
even a b igger one provided we do not 
try  to get a ll o f the money from  the 
m idd le  and upper income brackets where 
i t  isn ’t.”

That leaves you and me to shell out 
fo r increased taxes. The people in  the 
upper income brackets, w ith  th e ir  tax- 
exempt expense accounts, company-sup­
ported cars, business conventions in  the 
most exclusive (and expensive) resorts 
have no money fo r taxes. M ention the 
subject and they cry  poverty — w ith  a 
Cadillac under each arm.

N ext Professor W allich  te lls  us th is 
about recession: “ So long as those who 
fo r a w h ile  lose th e ir jobs are decently 
taken care of such dips leave no deep 
scars'.”  I  doubt i f  th is obviously unscar­
red in d iv id u a l has ever experienced the 
decency o f the unem ploym ent office, the

w elfa re  departm ent and the decent 
amount of moneys they give out.

B u t our economist is not ye t through, 
“ We w ould  gain m uch," he says, “ i f  we 
could find a way to keep wages from  out­
runn ing  p ro d u c tiv ity . Excessive wage in ­
creases threaten s ta b ility  on the upside 
as w e ll as on the downside. On the up­
side . . . they con tribu te  to in fla tion . On 
the downside, they cause troub le  by so 
ra is ing the break-even points of business 
firm s th a t a s ligh t d ip  in sales threatens a 
d isproportionate collapse of profits, w ith  
consequent cutbacks in  ou tpu t and ex­
pansion. Here lies w hat may be today’s 
thorn iest problem  fo r s tab iliza tion  po licy .”

The employers are w o rk ing  on th is 
problem  r ig h t now w ith  th e ir T a ft-H a rt- 
ley laws, right-to-scab laws and phony 
labor-investiga ting  committees. They seek 
to so ham string the unions as to render 
them  useless as defenders of the interests 
of the w o rk ing  people. They hope thereby 
to break the wage s tructu re  and low er 
the liv in g  standards of the w ork ing  class.

B u t w il l  they succeed? As the P ro­
fessor says they have a th o rn y  problem  
on th e ir hands indeed. The tho rn  is the 
w o rk ing  class, w h ich th rough its  unions 
w i l l  resist every assault upon its wages.

'The Bridge on the River Kwai'
________________________By JOYCE C O W LE Y -----------------------------------------

The Bridge on the River 
K w ai is the most powerful 
anti-war film produced since 
World War I I .  As an indict­
ment of senseless destruction 
and cruelty, it ranks with A ll 
Quiet on the Western Front 
and The Grand Illusion. At the 
same time, it is a startlingly 
frank revelation of the charac­
ter of the m ilitary caste which 
leads men into war.

Technica lly the film  is re ­
markable, and you do not feel 
for a moment tha t i t  is a 
movie w ith  a "message.”  Ideas 
flow from  the logic of the 
story; and story, acting, photog­
raphy and d irection a ll co n tr ib ­
ute to heightening the tension 
and bu ild ing  tow ard  the in e v it­
able clim ax. Even w ith o u t its 
harsh p o rtra it o f the m ilita ry  
caste and its eloquent condem­
nation of war, th is  w ou ld  be 
an exc iting  adventure film . 
M EN  SABOTAGE WORK

The action takes place in  a 
Japanese labor camp where a 
British officer, Colonel N icke r­
son, refuses to le t his officers 
do m anual w ork. The Colonel 
faces to rtu re  and death un­
flin ch in g ly  in his figh t fo r  th is 
p rinc ip le . The men back h im  
up by sabotaging the w ork . The 
bridge they are bu ild ing  regu­
larly  collapses w h ile  the men 
take i t  easy, de libera te ly  m is­
understand orders and go fo r 
frequent sw ims in  the R iver 
K w a i. When the w o rk  reaches 
a complete standstill, the Japa­
nese Commander is defeated.

Colonel N ickerson, having 
Won his po in t, takes over the

bu ild ing  o f the bridge. He and 
his officers w on’t  do any 
manual labor, b u t in  collabora­
tion  w ith  the Japanese, they 
use the ir engineering and tech­
n ical sk ills  to construct a be tter 
bridge than the Japanese could 
have managed by themselves.

The Colonel is motivated by 
a conviction that the men need 
work and discipline in  order to 
remain soldiers, to prevent 
anarchy and chaos. He stops 
the sabotage and the swimming 
and drives the men even hard­
er than the Japanese Command­
er. Finally, obsessed with pride 
in the good job he is doing, 
and in an attempt to complete 
the bridge on time, he enlists 
the officers (at manual laborl) 
and even the wounded and sick.

In  the meantime, a B ritish  
Commando u n it (w hich includes 
an escaped Am erican prisoner) 
has been assigned to b low  up 
the bridge. This Am erican, a 
sailor separated from  his u n it 
and m isrepresenting h im se lf as 
an o fficer because w o rk in g  con­
d itions in  the prison camp and 
trea tm ent at the m ilita ry  hos­
p ita l are so much bette r fo r 
officers, has a ve ry  reasonable 
a ttitude tow ard the war. He 
wants to get ou t o f it.
THE REAL CONFLICT

A t the begining o f the p ic­
ture, the conflic t appears to be 
between Colonel N ickerson and 
the Japanese Commander, bu t 
i t  is soon clear tha t they are 
rea lly  brothers, both courage­
ously devoted to the interests 
o f w o rld  im peria lism . The real 
conflic t is between the B ritish

Colonel and the A m erican gob 
who wants to live  lik e  a human 
being instead o f dying lik e  a 
hero.

The conclusion o f the p ic ­
ture, in  w h ich  the bridge is 
destroyed and the Colonel, the 
Am erican and the Japanese 
Commander are a ll k ille d  is a 
h o rr ify in g  portraya l o f waste 
and devastation. The film closes 
with the Medical Officer's cry 
of "Madness!” But this seems 
less significant, in its expression 
of the agony of war, than the 
gesture of the Commando lead­
er who kills his own men so 
they won't be captured alive 
and then, mission accomplished, 
despairingly throws his weapon 
into the River Kwai.

The c ritics  agree tha t the 
film  is an extrao rd ina ry  a rtis tic  
achievement and the story has 
great em otional in tens ity  and 
power, bu t they begin to con­
tra d ic t each other as soon as 
they try  to exp la in  its basic 
theme.

Bosley C row ther in  The New 
Y o rk  Times feels tha t the 
B ritish  Colonel “ typ ifies the 
k ind  of leader most perilous 
and horrendous in  the conduct 
of wars”  and adds tha t in  many 
respects — and this frightens 
him  —  the character o f the 
Japanese Commander is very 
much the same. He concludes 
tha t “ the thought of such men 
leading others in  w arfa re  is 
enough to tu rn  one to stone.”  
A pparen tly  he sees noth ing 
w rong w ith  the w ar itse lf i f  
led by be tte r men.

Tim e Magazine calls the p ic­
tu re  a “ shatte ring”  experience 
but also “ curiously exa lting .”  I 
don’t  see ju s t how th is  iron ic  
masterpiece, w hich so b r ill ia n t ly  
exposes the fu t i l i ty  o f so-called 
m ilita ry  heroism and o f w ar 
itse lf and ends in  a scene o f 
tota l destruction in  w h ich  a ll 
o f the m ain protagonists are 
k ille d , is “ exa lting .”
A  SOCIAL C O N FLIC T

The m ost en lighten ing re ­
view  is the one in  The Report­
er, fo r S tanley K auffm ann ac­
knowledges the social character 
of the conflict. Then he indulges 
in  a l i t t le  rom antic  nostalgia 
fo r the w o rld  o f Colonel N ick ­
erson w hich m ay be “ reaction­
ary and smug”  b u t “ neverthe­
less produces loya lties and 
idealism  th a t seem beyond our 
present g ra ft.”  He th inks  tha t 
the favorable pub lic  reaction to 
the p ic tu re  m ay express a 
“ hunger fo r stronger d isci­
plines.”

I  doubt that m any o f us are 
hungry fo r the k ind  o f d isc i­
p line th a t Colonel N ickerson 
represents. To me, the one 
false note in  the p ic tu re  is the 
Colonel’s popu la rity  w ith  his 
men. I believe the appeal to 
the pub lic  lies in the funda­
mental meaning o f the film , not 
spelled out, b u t im p lic it in  the 
logic and in te g rity  o f the 
story itself.

Perhaps th is meaning is not 
im p lic it fo r those who c ling  to 
the dying w orld  o f the Colonel 
and tire Commander, b u t on ly 
fo r those who believe in  the 
fu tu re  of man, who believe that 
c re a tiv ity  can tr iu m p h  over 
destruction and tha t i t  is pos­
sible — i f  we w o rk  together 
and put an end to the senseless 
conflicts so savagely and tru th ­
fu l ly  depicted in  th is film  — 
to b ring  order and beauty in to  
a w o rld  threatened by chaos 
and even tota l ex tinc tion  in an­
other war. This is w ha t most 
of us hunger for. It  is the hope 
that underlies tragedy in the 
Bridge on the River Kwai.

Tota l am ount o f wages and 
salaries fo r 1956 was $227 b i l­
lion. Tota l amount o f corpora­
tion profits before taxes in the 
same year was $43 b illion .

By signing the following petition on behalf of 
Morton Sobell and contributing to his appeals, you can 
help bring this case to an honorable conclusion:

A  Petition 

In Behalf 

Of Morton Sobell

MR. PRESIDENT:
Washington, D. C-
BECAUSE OUR CO UNTRY has the strength to recog­

nize possible errors and the hum an ity  to be m erc ifu l; 
BECAUSE THO U SAN D S OF A M E R IC A N S  believe 

tha t M orton Sobell d id not have a fa ir  tr ia l; con­
sider his 30-ycar sentence in  A lca traz crue l and 
inhum an punishm ent;

BECAUSE M ORTON SO BELL has steadfastly m a in ­
tained his innocence th roughout his seven years of 
im prisonm ent and continues his efforts to secure 
a new tr ia l;

FO R THESE REASONS I JO IN  M Y  FE LLO W  A M E R ­
IC A N S  in  asking you to re tu rn  M orton  Sobell to 
his w ife  and ch ild ren  through executive pardon or 
com m utation or to in s tru c t the A tto rn e y  General 
to recommend a new tr ia l.

Name ...........................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................

C ity  .............. ...................................................  S tale ..............................

Enclosed find m y con tribu tion  of $ to help
ca rry  M orton Sobell’s appeals to the court of pub lic  
opinion.

R eturn you r signature and con tribu tion  to: 
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell,

940 Broadway, New York 10, N.Y.
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SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 13— 
The Post Office Department in 
a move designed to terrorize 
postal workers initiated an 
action to fire two officials of 
the United Postal W o r k e r s  
Union today.

A  lis t o f n ine charges were 
filed against union President 
Conrad C. Eustace and Secre­
ta ry  Thomas Monroe as an 
a fterm ath of p icke ting  by the 
union on Nov. 27. The p icke t­
ing aimed at in fo rm ing  the pub­
lic  about w o rk in g  conditions in 
the Post Office Departm ent. 
Postal w orkers along w ith  
other governm ent w orkers have 
been faced w ith  a wage freeze 
fo r the last three years and 
w ould  like  a pay boost to meet 
the soafing cost o f liv ing .

The p icketing, w h ich  lasted 
an hour, asked fo r elem entary 
union demands: union recogni­
tion, pay increases, hea lth-and- 
welfare benefits and freedom of 
po litica l action.

G overnm ent officia ls, fu rious 
at the tem erity  o f the postal 
w orkers fo r daring to call pub­
lic  attention to th e ir  p ligh t, are 
out fo r vengeance. They seek 
to make an example of Eustace 
and Monroe in  hopes o f de ter­
ring  such actions in the fu ture.

The trum ped-up charges un ­
derline the last demand o f the 
postal w orkers— freedom o f po­
lit ica l action. Eustace and M on­
roe are charged w ith  “ conduct 
unbecoming a postal w o rke r’’ 
and “ conduct tending to b ring  
the Post Office D epartm ent in to  
disrepute.”

Only Congress can adjust the 
wage scales and working con­
ditions of government employes, 
who are not permitted to strike 
or to engage in political action. 
The only way they can get pay 
raises is by petition and strong 
public opinion in their favor.

Eustace said he w ou ld  figh t 
the ouster. He has called on the 
Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union 
fo r aid.

War Against the Youth

Local 78 U nited Fresh F ru it  
and Vegetable W orkers which 
a ffilia ted  w ith  the A FL-C IO  
Packinghouse Union (U PW A) in 
1954 has as its m ain objective 
organizing 130,000 p a c k i n g  
w orkers and 400,000 fie ld w o rk ­
ers in  C a lifo rn ia  in to  the ir 
union. C a lifo rn ia  A g ricu ltu ra l 
industria lis ts  pay a wage b ill 
o f $500 m illio n  bu t the ir sales 
have mounted to $3 b illion .

Nineteen-year-old Frank Santana (left) in custody of 
police officer at time in 1955 when he was framed for murder 
of New York "model boy." Santana drew 25 years. A strong 
public protest movement is asking for reversal of the unjust 
sentence. Meanwhile seven New York youths, the youngest 
15 years old. face death penalty in a gang-rivalry slaying.

...Illinois Conference
(Con/intied from  Page 1) 

c ipherable code were being 
entered on the record cards of 
his la id -o ff members. These 
apparently had a significance 
w ith  re la tion to the unem ploy­
ed w o rke r’s compensation and 
his service record, said John­
son, bu t the in fp rm ation  was 
being kept from  the employes 
involved.

Johnson asked tha t B e rn ­
stein have the meaning of the 
code posted on the w alls of the 
unem ploym ent offices so tha t 
the unemployed w ould be en­
lightened as to w hat records 
were being made concerning 
them. Bernstein brushed th is 
aside by saying tha t Johnson 
should te ll his members “ not 
to concern themselves about 
it . ”

Jack Souihers of UPW A pul 
his finger on fhe inadequacy 
of the unemployment benefits 
and relief "cushions" by point­
ing out that "Public Assistance 
Funds" which were $50 million 
short even before the economic 
decline are about to run out. 
Under these circumstances, pro­
posals by the relief administra­
tor to transfer cases from the 
"general" category to other 
"special" categories, explained

By H ILD E McLEOD
LOS AN G ELES, Feb. 17 — The Los Angeles County 

Board of Supervisors pu t on a firs t class performance 
last week at the hearing called to  consider an FEPC 
ordinance. This measure, in tro -e ­
duced by Supervisor John An
son Ford more than a year ago, 
had the support o f libera l, 
m in o rity  and labor groups. The 
hearing room was w e ll filled  
w ith  proponents and opponents 
of the measure who expected 
at long last to have an oppor­
tu n ity  to speak th e ir piece on 
th is  much postponed proposi­
tion. They were treated to what 
had all the earmarks of a well 
prepared farce. I f  this hearing 
had not been rigged it was a 
spontaneous performance of the 
same sort.

L ibera l Democrat Ford made 
no a ttem pt to defend his o r­
dinance when, at the ve ry  ou t­
set of the hearing, Supervisor 
Dorn th rew  a monkey wrench 
in to  the weftks by m aking a 
motion to consider a substitu te 
ordinance he had prepared. 
D orn ’s substitute, as the rep­
resentative o f the Committee 
fo r Equal Em ploym ent Oppor­
tu n ity  remarked later, w ould 
be unw orkable since i t  inc lud ­
ed a provis ion o f doub tfu l v a l­
id ity  which could destroy the 
w hole FEPC concept.
LONG W RANGLE

The one th ing  tha t a ll five 
supervisors agreed upon was 
tha t D orn ’s motion had th row n 
the w hole proceedings in to  
confusion. This confusion serv­
ed to open the door fo r a free- 
fo r-a ll debate in  w hich the 
three reactionary members of 
the Board aired th e ir opposi­
tion to any FEPC ordinance on 
the grounds that i t  was un­
necessary and unw orkable  any­
how on the county level. Also, 
ev iden tly  aware t h a t  the 
N AAC P was d iv ided on the 
question of p u ttin g  an FEPC 
referendum on the ballo t, they

tion on the question.
Chairm an B urton  Chace sev­

eral times made the record by 
ca lling the Board’s attention to 
the long lis t of persons who 
had been assured of a chance 
to express th e ir views. Two 
from  that long lis t were fin a lly  
called: Max Mont o f the Com­
m ittee fo r F a ir Em ploym ent 
O pportun ity , who stated that 
tim e to study D orn ’s proposal 
w ould be necessary and he 
w ould not object to delay i f  
Ford ’s o rig ina l ordinance could 
also be considered later, and 
Randolph Van Nostrand o f the 
Merchants and M anufacturers 
Association who voiced his o r­
ganization’s opposition to any 
FEPC ordinance.

A ll others were shut out 
when Supervisor Legg ended 
debate by moving that Ford's 
proposal be tabled. This motion 
carried over the objections of 
Supervisors Ford and Hahn. So 
of course the chances are this 
liberal law is a dead duck.

When Dorn then proposed 
tha t his substitu te proposal be 
prepared fo r consideration and 
a public meeting be held on it 
March 18. Ford and Hahn con­
curred. Hahn attempted to so ft­
en the slap at the audience by 
grum b ling  about the watered- 
down character of Dorn's o r­
dinance. Ford then also threw  
in a sop by stating tha t i t  was 
the spectators who were w ate r­
ed down. Nobody laughed.

This whole performance of 
libera ls Ford and Dorn was a 
graphic example of how lib e r­
als w i l l  under reactionary pres­
sure. Adherents of an FEPC or­
dinance with some teeth in it 
will have to originate some 
real means of pressure of their 
own if they expect to get any

Southers, doesn't solve the 
problem.
Leon Beverly, president of 
A rm o u r Local No. 453 U PW A- 
CIO called fo r increasing w orld  
trade as a means of m aking 
jobs. Chairm an Bob Johnson 
answered tha t th is was a “ na­
tio n a l”  question and w ould  be 
taken up by the national A F L - 
CIO in a national conference 
scheduled fo r next March.

Paul Douglas, Illin o is  Sen­
ator, said tha t 5,700,000 — or 
8*/2% of the U.S. force —  are 
e ithe r to ta lly  unemployed or 
on short w o rk  weeks. In  a 
survey of employers in “ other 
than the packing in d u s try ” 
from  10 to 25% of the w orkers 
are unemployed in Chicago, he 
said. U nem ploym ent benefits 
w hich were set at 50%> below 
\yages in 1937 “ when I la rge ly 
w rote  the law  fo r Illin o is ,”  said 
Douglas, “ are now on ly one- 
th ird  of wage standards and 
should be raised.”
LAYO FFS IN  PA C K IN G

Charles Hayes, D is tr ic t D i­
rector, U PW A, recited the la y ­
offs in  the Packing Indus try  in 
the recent period. “ W ilson 
Packing 3,000; S w ift 1,000 w ith  
more to come; A rm our, w hich 
employed 7,000 du ring  W orld 
W ar 11, is now down to 3,200 
w ith  more lay  offs threatened.”  
Hayes allribuled the job cuts 
to the "relentless pursuit for 
the profit dollar" by the pack­
ers and the squeeze of the big 
monopolies on the farmers.

John Alesia, the Legis lative 
D irector fo r  the CIO Steel 
Union represented D is tric t D i­
rector Joseph Gcrmano. Ger- 
mano had a “ meeting on un­
em ploym ent to attend in In ­
diana.”  A lesia reported 18,600 
steel w orkers la id  off in the 
Chicago area and 40% of the 
steel w orkers on a short w ork  
week.
AUTO LAYOFFS

Bob Johnson reported to the 
conference jobless figures fo r 
the fo llow ing  U AW  locals: 
6,000 fo r Local 974; 4,000 fo r 
Local 471; 1.500 fo r Local 719; 
2,200 fo r Local 588; 1,000 fo r 
Local 751; 2.000 at A llis  Chal­
mers plant. Local 31, in Rock­
ford, the oldest appliance man­
u factu ring  p lant in the industry 
is closing, never to reopen, he 
said. “ The jobless tota l for 
U AW  alone is between 25,000 
and 30,000 w ith  tw ice  tha t 
number on short w ork  weeks.”

Johnson gave as the causes 
"the overexpansion of industry, 
automation, and rigged prices."

By DELLA ROSSA
LOS AN G ELES, Feb. 12—Oleta O ’Conner Yates, a 

C a lifo rn ia  Com m unist P arty  leader, was resentenced to 
a year in  prison on Jan. 29, not fo r any th ing  she did,
and not fo r anyth ing  she sa id ,* 
bu t because of her “ a ttitude "
o f defiance o f the w itch -hun t. 
A fte r serving tw o weeks in 
prison, Mrs. Yates was fina lly  
released on $5,000 bail w h ile  
the sentence is being appealed.

M is. Yates was one of 14 
CP leaders whose 1952 con­
v ictions on Sm ith -A ct charges 
o f “ conspiracy to teach and ad­
vocate v io len t revo lu tion ”  were 
upset by the U.S, Saipreme 
Court last June.

The only defense witness at 
the 1952 trial, Mrs. Yates look 
the position that answering 
questions about activities of 
anyone except herself was an 
invasion of her rights, and she 
told Federal Judge W illiam  C. 
Mathes at that time " I w ill not 
be a Government informer."

A t tha t tim e Judge Mathes 
th rew  11 contem pt - of - court 
charges at her: These were re ­
duced to one by the U.S. Su­
preme Court. In  the opin ion of 
Justices Douglas, W arren and 
B lack — who favored th row ing  
out a ll charges—Mathes' action 
was “ a shocking instance of 
abuse of jud ic ia l a u tho rity  . . .  ”  
and “ a transparent attem pt to 
m u ltip ly  offenses.”
ENRAGED JUDGE

Reports indicate tha t Mrs. 
Yates met the 1952 tr ia l w ith  
a calm refusal to buckle under 
w itch -hun ting  pressures. Even 
six years la te r, the m em ory of 
the w itness’ p rinc ip led  stand 
sends Judge Mathes to a high 
p itch o f fu ry .

The Supreme C ourt referred 
to Mrs. Yates' "apparen tly  
courteous d e m e a n o r , ”  and 
Judge Mathes could on ly  an­
swer “ In  words, spoken, yes, 
the defendant Yates was cour­
teous. B u t in a ttitude  she was 
the most co ld ly  defiant and 
w h o lly  contemptuous w itness I  
have seen in more than 30 
years at the bar and on the 
bench.”

I t  seems that w itch -h u n t ju s ­
tice demands tha t a v ic tim  m ust 
also pay fo r the facia l expres­
sions of her supporters and co­
defendants. For, the fu rious  
Judge Mathes added in re-sen­
tencing her Jan. 28: “ N or can 
the cold p rin ted  record rep ro ­
duce the scene, the setting in  
w hich the action took place—  
the a ll bu t aud ib le  cheering 
and booing of the ‘roo ting  sec­
tio n ’ in the audience— the su­
percilious, ha lf-sm irk ing , h a lf-  
sm iling  visages of the 13 co­
defendants who in a u d ib ly  ap­
plauded every defiance.”

Furthermore, Judge Malhes 
said: " . . .  If  the tria l courts 
of our land did not hare and 
exercise the power to compel 
witnesses to become informers, 
our system of justice would in  
time collapse, and w ith it  all of 
our courts."

Tota l in d iv id u a l income ta x ­
es fo r 1957 fiscal year were 
$39 b illio n . T o ta l corporation 
income taxes were $21.5 b i l ­
lion.

...Depression Trends
(Continued from  Page 1) 

stock m arket decline began last 
summer. Autos, metals and m a­
ch inery  m anufacturing  afe par 
tic u la r ly  hard h it.

Residential housing is the 
one m a jo r index th a t increased 
in February. Eased c red it fo r 
F H A  loans is reported ly  re ­
sponsible fo r this, but the fact 
tha t capita l is being made 
available fo r th is type of fed ­
e ra lly  insured m ortgaging and 
w ithhe ld  from  non-insured in ­
vestment is not considered to 
be ind ica tive  o f strength.

Th irteen states reported over 
10% o f th e ir insured w orkers 
were jobless fo r the week end­
ing Feb. 1. These included 
M ichigan, where 82,000 w orkers 
have a lready exhausted th e ir 
unem ploym ent claims; W ash­
ington; Oregon, w hich has 
12.3% unem ploym ent; K e n ­
tu cky ; Tennessee; Arkansas; 
West V irg in ia ; Maine; and 
Rhode Island. Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey reported -over 9% 
unemployed. These figures do 
not reflect the num ber on short 
w o rk  weeks. N ationa l average 
w eekly earnings o f employed 
fa c to ry  w orkers declined to 
$81.27 in January from  $82.41 
in December.
BREADINES

“ Bread lines”  of unemployed 
w orkers w a iting  fo r govern­
ment surplus food have appear­
ed in Maine, Tennessee, M ich i­
gan, Ohio, and New Jersey, as 
w e ll as among ag ricu ltu ra l 
workers in  the South. A ccord­
ing to the D epartm ent of A g r i­
culture, surplus food was d is­
tr ibu ted  to 1.7 m illio n  unem ­
ployed w orkers in  the month 
of December.

President Eisenhower’s pre­
d iction th a t an up tu rn  w ould

th rew  in a few  barbs about th ing  from  the March 18 hear- 
N AAC P fear of democratic ac-1 ing.
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come by the end o f March is  
not taken seriously in  the busi­
ness w orld . "It's obviou*," says 
the Feb. 15 Business Week 
about Eisenhower's statement, 
"that lhe effort now is to re­
store business confidence via 
the old Washington jaw-bone 
technique."

The adm in is tra tion  — and 
the Dem ocratic leaders o f Con­
gress —  are reported ly p lan ­
n ing  a tax cut fo r the cap ita l­
ists as a spur to new invest­
ment, w hich they hope w il l  
stop the slide into depression. 
However, th is and o ther re - 
lie f-to -p ro fitee r measures are 
probâbly being delayed fo r  the 
present, because, as W illia m  H. 
S tringer says in  the Feb. 18 
C hris tian  S c i e n c e  M on ito r, 
“ there exists w ith in  [th e  ad­
m in is tra tion ) sentim ent w h ich  
w ould no t be a t a ll unhappy 
to see some of the steam le t ou t 
o f labor’s 1958 wage demands.”

In  other words, the slump, 
while curtailing profits for Big 
Business, is handy for them in  
the war of capital against la ­
bor.
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