Expulsion- Splits

Dominate

AFL-CI0

Second Convention

By Fred
ATLANTIC CITY, Dec.

Halstead
10—The process of expelling

affiliated unions has completely dominated the AFL-CIO
convention which began here last week. Expelled so far

are the
International  Brotherhood of
Teamsters and the 130,000-mem-
ber Bakery and Confectionary
Workers. Formal ouster of the
bakery union, while voted yester-
day, is to take place Dec. 12. In
the meantime a decision is to be
made on issuing a charter for a
rival bakery union. AFL-CIO
President George Meany has
declared there will be no attempt
to form a rival to the Teamsters.

The convention has seen no
debate and little discussion on
economic, organizing, civil rights
and political-action questions.
Resolutions on these subjects
have been sandwiched between
guest speakers and proceedings
against unions whose officials
have been under attack during
the past year by the McClellan
Committee.

MITCHELL’S PROPOSALS

Secretary of Labor James P.
Mitchell, a guest speaker, out-
lined the Eisenhower administra-
tion’s proposals for legislation
affecting the labor movement in
light of the McClellan Commit-
tee hearings. The proposals
would outlaw all secondary boy-
cotts of the ‘“hot cargo” -type
and restrict organizational
picketing. They would set up a
new government bureau to police
union records and reqguire the
filing with this agency of an-
nual financial reports and details
oh ‘“‘union structure and organ-
ization procedures.” The pro-
posed laws would also require
sécret ballot elections every four
years for local, nationa] and
“other” wunion officers (and
presumably government super-
vision of such elections).

Mitchell said the aaministra-
tion would oppose a national
“right-to-work” law, but did not‘
propose eliminating the section
of the Taft-Hartley Act which
allows states to pass such laws.
He also proposed elimination of
the non-communist-affidavit pro-
vision of the T-H law entirely
and said he supported changes
in the law to allow strikers tc¢
vote in NLRB elections.

In aswer to these proposals,
the AFL-CIO Executive Council
drew up a general resolution
supporting  legislation  which
“may be needed to protect trade
unions and their members” and
declaring that the AFL-CIO “will
resist” legistation seeking “to
destroy honest, decent American
trade unions.” No more specific
plans, proposals or preparations

1.3 - million - member &

Pushed Qusters

MEANY

for fighting the expected wave
of anti-labor legislation next year
have beén discussed at this con-
vention.

FALLING FOR
MC CLELLAN SOFT-SOAP

The prevailing attitude of the
AFL-CIO leadership was ex-
pressed by William Schnitzler,
Secretary - Treasurer of  the
federation, at a speech to the
Labor Press Association just be-
fore the convention opened.
Referring to the “clean-up” cam-
paign, he said, "as soon as we
get through this problem that
we now have, you'll see this
labor movement grow. ... Why
do you know I've heard mem-
bers of the McClellan committee
speak out and ask the American
Bar Association and the NAM
why they haven't adopted an
Ethical Practices Code similar
to that of the AFL-CIO. . . . In
these speeches they hold up the
AFL-CIO as a mora] symbol for
America.”

Woodruff Randolph, president
of the International Typogra-
phical Union and one of the five
delegates who spoke against the
ouster of the Teamsters, warned
against trying to appease the
labor-probers. “The only purpose
of the MecClellan Committee,”
said Randolph, “is to create an
atmosphere through which they
can adopt a lot more repressive
legislation. . . . Just so long as
they can keep digging it up, as
they are now doing, things that
are going on in the labor move-
ment, they will keep on digging

(Continued on page 3)

Foster Attack on Gates
Published by Kremlin

DEC. 11 — The factiona

| struggle within the leader-

ship of the Communist Party appears to be heading to-

ward a renewal of open warfare.

According to the Dec. 9

New York Times., the latest is-@

sue of the Soviet magazine, Kom-
munist, contains a blistering at-
tack by William Z. Foster
against Daily Worker editor
John Gates,

According to the Times ae-
count of the article, Foster wrote
that the vresolution adopted at
the CP’s national convention last
February sanctioning ‘‘comrade-
ly criticism of other Communist
Parties and also socialist coun-
tries,” had been falsely inter-

preted by the daily press as
signifying a “revolt against
Moscow.” The chairman emeri-

tus of the American CP went
on to assure his Soviet readers
this was not the case.

The Times reports that the
article goes on to a slashing
assault against Gates. He
renews his  attack on Gates
for his original critical attitude
toward the armed Soviet inter-
vention in Hungary, as well as
his proposal, later withdrawn, to
dissolve the Communist Party
into a political association.

Declaring that the “right
wing” is still ‘“quite strong,”
Foster apparently repeats all of
the charges of “revisionism”
hurled at Gates prior to the
adoption of the “umnited” com-
promise resolutions at the last
convention.

On Dec. 10, Gates made the
following statement to the N\
Times: *“Mr. Foster’s opposition
to the new path chartered by:
the national convention of the
Communist Party of the United
States was notorious. Apparenti-
1y he continues this oppusition..

“In the article published in
Kommunist, he speaks entirely
for himself and without author-
ity from the Communist l’arl)1
in this country.”

Further evidence of the step-
ping up of the drive against

Doxie Wilkerson

Resigns from CP
DEC., 13 — The weekend
Worker today reported the

resignation from the Commu-
nist Party of Doxie Witker-
son. A member of the party’s
national committee and a
prominent supporter of the
Gates viewpoint, Wilkerson
made his resignation known
in a letter dated Nov. 25. It
said in part: “I still cherish
and will continue to work for
the social goals which have
long guided my adult life. . .
However, I have come, re-
luctantly but irrevocably, to
the conclusion that, especially
in the light of recent develop-
ments, the Communist Party
no longer affords a frame-
work within which 1 can
make a constructive contribu-
tion to these ends.”

Cates is manifested in the let-
ters appearing in the pages of
the Daily Worker vigorously at-
tacking the contents of a speech
made by the Daily Worker edi-
tor in a Boston debate with
Granville Hicks. On the basis of
the report of the speech. Gates
had said nothing essentially new
or different from what he has

“been saying over the past period. |

However, the letters attacking
his speech are typified by one
which charged Gates with hav-
ing ‘“taken another long step
away from working class prin-
ciples of patriotism and interna-
Gates replied to
these attacks by citing decisions
of the on
which he said his remarks were

based.

tionalism.”

recent conveution
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Rocket Failure Called Heavy
Blow to U.S. Prestig

New York’s(
Subways

Near Halt

By George Lavan

NEW YORK, Dec. 11— The
men who drive New York's sub-
way trains have gone on a
strike w hich has slowed the
transit system to a crawl and
at the same time captured the
imagination of the city’s work-
ing class,

The strike, begun at 5 A.M.,
Dec. 9, by the Motormen's
Benevolent Association which
claims a membership of 2,600
of the subway's 8,167 train en-
gineers, is unique in a number
of ways. The MBA is a union
without a bureaucracy, The of-
ficials are working motormen.
It is extremely militant, It is
the only union to call a sub-
way strike in 30 years. It en-
gaged in a nine-hour stoppage
last year. Despite the heavy
penalties that followed includ-
ing omne-year layoffs in several
cases and despite the perma-
nent injunction imposed by the
courts, the motormen have once
more proved as good as their
warning and have again walked
off the job,

At one o'clock in the morning,
four hours Dbefore the strike
deadline, four leaders of the
MBA were dragged to a judge's
home for sentencing to ten days
in jail for violating the no-
strike injunction. The MBA real-
ized this would happen and had
a second-string leadership all
prepared to carry on the strike.
These have done an excellent
joli of publicizing the griev-
ances..

Consequently the majority of
New York workers, despite the
inconvenience in getting to and
from work, are sympadhetic to
the strikers. They admire the
sight of rank-anu-fiie workers
ou their own detying the powers
that be. In a day and age when
it seems that labor leaders go
to prison only for being caught
red-handed in some corrupuon,
the average worker here is im-
pressed with the MBA leaders
who have willingly gone to
prison for what they consider
the best interests of the men
they represent.

Un the other hand New York's
Big Business interests are
screaming for extreme penalties
against the strikers. Their fury
may be gauged by the lead edi-

]

(Continued on page 2)
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3e Abroad

Stevenson Says

Workers Must
Tighten Belt

By Art Preis

DEC. 10 — “Rarely in history have United States
prestige and morale suffered a heavier succession of blows
than since late summer 1957,” bemoaned last Sunday’s
N. Y. Times. First came the Soviet Union announcement
of the development of a successful intercontinental bals
listic missile and its launching of two marn-made moons.
Then, last Friday, when “a token American satellite
crashed in total and widely publicized failure,” wailed
the Times, it was viewed throughout the world as “a
humiliating blow to U.S. prestige.”

That it was. But U.S. prestige had already been
brought almost to its knees by a succession of blows
antedating 1957. Indeed, even in England, America’s
closest imperialist ally, the Sputniks had served to bring
even more into the open what Christian Science Monitor
correspondent Henry S. Hayward described, Nov. 11, as
the “inevitable thinly disguised satisfaction that just
this once these supremely confident Americans have got
their comeuppance.”

Loss of Prestige Began in 1945

American prestige had taken a staggering blow in

Indonesian Workers Seize
Holdings of Dutch Imperialists

By V. Grey

I'rom Dec. 3 to 9, Indonesia has

carried through extensive seizures

of Dutch investments in the
country. These include banks,
shipping concerns, airlines, trad-
ing companies, oil holdings,
shuttle railways and coffee,
cocoa, copra, Sisal and rubber
plantations. It also ordered most
Dutch nationals to leave the
country.

The campaign of seizures was
touched off by renewed Duteh
refusal to negotiate for turning
over West New Guinea (West
Irian) to the Indonesian Republic.
Dutch imperialism kept posses-
sion of that island after recogniz-
ing Indonesian independence.

SUEZ 1S MODEL

In its take-over of Dutch
properties, Indonesia has been
emboldened by the successful

Egyption nationalization of the
Suez Canal, which also was
carried out to enforce legitimate

claims of a national independence
movement, (In Egypt's case, it
was imperialist refusal to grant
a loan without politicial strings
for the construction of the Aswan
Dam that led to the Suez na-
tionalizatioh.)

However, the Indonesian seiz-
ures mark an important advance
in the anti-imperialist struggle
beyond the Suez nationalization.
For in a great many instances,
the Dutch holdings were taken
over by the workers who estab-
lished their eontro! over the
properties,

The Dec. 9 Christian Science
Monitor reports that “Workers
with red armbands and red
filags ... were taking over more
Dutch premises. . . . Indonesian
workers . . . hoisted the Com-
munist and Indonesian national
fiags above the offices of Bor-
sumij, one of the largest Dutch
trading firms in the country.
Outside the building they put up

a notice saying ‘Property of the

"

Indonesian Republic.'
The workers’ actions have been
carried out under the auspices

of the trade unions, whose
leadership — including Com-
munist Party forces in SOBSL
largest labor federation — co-

operates with the Sukarno gov-
ernment. The latter represents
the Indonesian capitalist class.
Although it initiated the policy
of seizures of Dutch property,
it has shown alarm over the~
militancy with which the work-
ing class has carried through the
anti-Dutch measures. From the
beginning, government officials
have berated “wildcat” seizures.

TOOK THE BANKS, TOO
The workers did not stop short
of the most hallowed of capital-
ist institutions the banks.
Three of the biggest of these in
Java were taken over by work-
ers and placed under their con-
trol. Then, on Dec. 9, the govern-
ment assumed direct rule over

(Continued on page 3)
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By Harry Ring

NEW YORK, Dee. 6— About
500 people turned out here to-
day for a conference sponsored
by 1he American Forum—For
Socialiist Education on the sub-
ject of America’s Future in the
Age of Automation and Atomic
Energy. The conference was
prededed by .a reception last
night in honer of A. J. Muste,
chairman of the American Fo-
rum,

The opening session of the
conference heard three papers
on the prollems related to auto-
mation and atomic energy. The
conference then went into panel
discussions on trade union prob-
lems, cultural problems, youth
problems, political action and
socialism and democracy.
CONFRONTATION

Fvery tendency in the radical
movement wuas lepresented at

these panels—both on the plat-
forms and among the numerous
participants in the question and
discussion periods; and con-
frontation of different points of
view was thus made possible.

In the opening session, a pa-
per by Carl Dreher, engineer
and author of a new book on
automation, was read by Sid-
ney Lenz, sceretary of the
American Forum. Dreher said
that automation will bring hard-
ships to the working class, un-
less it takes place in a :zitua-
tion where there is a rising de-
mand for labor power and a
wide training program to pro-
vide workers with new techno-
logical skills suitable for auto-
mated plants, “But there is noth-
ing in the present order of so-
ciety,” he =aid, “to assure him
[the worker] this will happen.”
He also warned that advancing
technology increased the ten-
dency toward the concentration
of economic and political power
with a consequent increased

500 Attend Socialist Forum’s
‘Age of Automation’ Conference

push troward conformity,.
“Thought control,” he declared,
“is automation in politics.”

Frank Bello, science editor of
Fortune magazine, presented
figures to demonstrate that de-
velopments thus far in the
field of automation have not
brought wide-scale unemploy-
ment.

Production of manufactured
goods has increased by 457% in
the past decade, he said, while
the number of people employed
in plants has remained around
13 million. The only major shift
in the labor force duving this
period was among farm work-
ers whose numbers declined from
eight to six million.

If mass umemployment comes,
he contended, “it won't be due
to automation, but to some oth-
er fault in our system.”

Jack Cypin 1read extracts
from the pamphlet, “The Robot
Revolution,” of which he is co-
author., He saw automation
leading to a simultaneous de-

. y !
centralization of production and

a centralization of the control
of production. Such control he
said, would be either democratic

or autocratic and, “the decision
1s up to us.”

The greatest degree of con-'

troversy at the conference was
found in
ism and democracy and on po-
litical action, (For a report on
the panel discussions, see story
page 2.) '

Although sharply divergent
views were expre:sed the tenor
of the discussion was frater-
nal throughout. The general at-
mosphere of the gathering was
symbolized by the long table at
one side of the main hull which
was shared by seven or eight
different yadical publications,
most of which appeared to be
doing a kbrisk busines:.

Attendance at the conference
was greater than had been an-
ticipated. Equally gratifying
was the large number of youth
participating.

i formal protests against U.S. dumping of food surpluses

the panels on social-|

August 1945 when Truman announced the wiping out of
two Japanese cities, with just two atomic bombs,
slaughtering 200,000 civilians. There followed brutal U.S.
military occupations of the defeated nations. Then, Wash-
ington launched the cold war against the Soviet Union
with dire threats of atomic annihilation. U.S. money and
arms were poured into the hands of greedy imperialisms,
like the Dutch and French, in attempts to wipe out in
blood nationalist uprisings in colonial countries.

Even more damaging to U.S. prestige have been
direct military interventions against the popular forces
in civil wars. Some six billion dollars were poured out of
the U.S. Treasury to bolster the utterly corrupt dictator-
ship of Chiang Kai-shek, which crumpled before the might
of a vast revolutionary upheaval. And in Korea, U.S.
military forces, which wiped out millions of people and
themselves sustained close to 150.000 casualties, were
nevertheless stopped dead in their tracks.

With its brandishing of the A-bomb and H-bomb,
with its open aid to capitalist dictatorships like Franco,
Chiang and Syngman Rhee, with its direct and indirect
attempts o destroy every colonial struggle for national
freedom, American imperialism had long since irreparably
damaged U.S. prestige in the eyes of the common people
everywhere,

What now profoundly disturbs and unnerves the
American ruling class 1s the effect of the loss of its
ciear-cut military lead on the ruling classes of its allies

‘and the uncommitted and neutralist countries. Why else

would they risk the life of a sick President to attend the
NATO summit conference in Paris? The failure of the
U.S. “Goofnik,” admits the Dec. 8 N. Y. Times, has “in-
tensified the ‘crisis of confidence' that has engulfed the
Western coalition partly because of the military im-
plications of the Soviet gains in rocketry, partly because
of a spate of dissension among the NATO allies.”

Gonflict of Interests

Conflicts among the imperialist powers are being
brought into the open as economic competition amidst
narrowing markets becomes more acute. U.S. interven-
tion to compromise the French war against the Algerians
— with a U.S. eye on new oil finds ip the Sahara — has

| brought Paris and Washington into an open rift. Canada,

Austraiia, New Zealand and South Africa have made

that tend to depress world prices for their wheat, butter
and other food exports.

Writing of a spreading international capitalist
economic slump, Frederic Sterbenz observed in the Nov.
23 Cleveland Press that “symptoms of depression, parti-
cularly in the drop in heavy industrial production have
‘been showing up in nearly every major producing country
abroad. It looks like no mild storm.”

Not the least concern of the American rulers is the
growing attractive power of the Soviet Union, as the
second greatest industrial power, for the undeveloped
countries. Two points of view are contending in the
American camp. George F. Kennan, former U.S. Ambas-
sador to the Soviet Union, in a Dec. 8 radio address in
London, expressed the idea that the U.S. should not
“appease’ needy countries which demand economic aid
under threat of turning to Moscow. “Moscow is not exactly
the bottomless horn of plenty it is often held to be,” said

(Continued on page 2)
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Michigan Steel

Locals Rally in

Dues Protest

By James

Campbell

DETROIT — Steel workers of District 29, Michigan.
responded with hearty applause as Donald Rarick and Bud
Richardson, leaders of the Dues Protest movement of the

D}

United Steel Workers of Amer

jea (AFL-CIOQ) told of their
struggle for honest representa-
tion of workers’ grievances and
for rank-and-file control of the
union. They spoke on Dee. 1,
at a rally in Ecorse, a Detroit
suburb dominated by the large
Great Lakes Steel plant. During
the last year and a half, the
Dues Protest movement has
waged a fight against the steel
workers’ union president, David
J. McDonald, and the official-
dom associated with him over
the issue of union democracy.
‘The meeting marked the first
time that delegations from
throughout District 29 had at-
tended a Dues Protest Rully,
Committeemen opposed to the
McDonald edministration and
other union militants from nine
locals turned out to hear Rarick
and Richardson speak. For the
first time, sglso, Rariek dealt
with om-the-job conditions com-
fromting the steel workers. He
described the manner in which
the District officials ignored
and misrepresented shop griev-
ances sand showed that the same
type of grievances are accumu-
lating throughout the union.

Rarick reported additional ev-
jdence to substantiate the Dues
Protest charge that the McDon-
ald machine stole the last union
election, stating that distriet di-
Tectors had made open admis-
sions to that effect after the
official count was recorded on
May 1, 1957,

CONFERENCE IN MARCH

He assured the men and wom-
en attending the rally that the
Dues Protest campa’en was
supported solely by the dollars
of the membtership and urged
the local groups to send dele-
gates to the next Dues Protest
conference to be held in Cleve-
land next March,

The Dues Protest leaders are
girding for a fight over charges
that the McDonald forces have
brought agzinst Nicholas Ma-
mula, publicity chairman of the
national Dues Protest Commit-
tee, in Local 1211. This is the
11,000-member Jones and
Laughlin local in Aliquippa, Pa.
to which Mamula belongs, The
charges arise from a letter he
wrote a Beaver Valley news-
paper in which he exposed the
high salaries that local union
officers already receive and crit-
icized the increases they are
currently seeking. He was vre-
plying to 2 letter from a spokes-
man of the officials justifying
the increase.

The Dues Protest movement

Steel Cuthack
In Youngstown

YOUNGSTOWN, Dec. 7 —
Unemployment has become
the number one problem in
this city, whose working class
is gripped with a feeling of
insecurity unknown since the
end of World War II. The
long, slow but uninterrupted
decline in steel operations in
this steel center that lasted
all summer and fall appears
to be climaxing in a rapid
and complete shutdown of
some of the largest basic sieel
plants. Thus Republic Steel
was slated to shut down its
open-hearth operations today
for the balance of the year.
Steel output now is at 65% of
rated capaeity in the district.
The current answer of the
Steel Workers Union leader-
ship is to litigate through the
courts for Supplementary Un-
employment Benefits for the
unemployed.

In the steel workers umion is

now engaged in a campaign to
rally all militant, amti-adminis-
tration forces in the union and
to gain the allegiance of larger
numbers of honest and trust-
worthy spokesmen for the rank
and file.

As yet the Dues Protest lead-
ers have not spoken out on the
most urgent problems confront-
ing steel workers today. The
steel industry continues to show
a decline in national production
which has seen a steady drop
from 92% of rated cepacity last
January to 73% this month. (In
the Youngstown, Ohio, area it
is currently 65%). Serious un-
employment is already anpear-
ring in crucial steel areas in
Eastern Ohio, and in Michigan
the threat of short-time Ilay-
offs is very real. Nor have
they spoken out on the current
mergers taking place between
several of the huge steel cor-
porations. These mergers will
mean the abandonment of ob-
solete divisions in favor of new-
ly automated plants and will
accelerate the further automa-
tion of the steel industry in a
fight for the tightening market.
This also presents the very real
specter to steel workers of fur-
ther layoffs and unemployment.

Such issues will find their
place at the forthcoming con-
ference mext March as more
shop militants attend it and
seek to broaden the Dues Pro-
test program,

...Blowto US. Prestige

(Continued from page 1)

Kennag, “and it is rather a

pity that it has never been

requested to respond all at once to the many expectations

directed to it.”

But others, like Adlai Stevenson, fear the risk to
U.S. capitalist interests in such a policy. In his Dec. 9
address on foreign policy before the New York County
Lawyers’ Association, Stevenson complained: “Already

Soviet non-military foreign

expenditure is pressing us

¢losely in amount, and their effort is on an ascending
curve while ours is descending.”

Stevenson puts forth the

grandiose scheme of bigger

and bigger military spending and bigger and bigger

economic aid to other lands.

Of course, Stevenson con-

cedes, there’s another delicate problem involved: “But
how are we going to do all this? It is going to take a lot
of money. What about inflation?” At this point, Steven-
son’s word-power gives out. “Well,” he answered his own
questions, “that’s another speech — probably for a

Republican!”

“Some Belt-Tightening”

But still he could not resist the temptation to give
4 hint of the real answer he had in mind: “And to control
inflation, is a labor-management scheme of temporary
voluntary deferment and control of wages and prices
beyond our ingenuity ? What is certain about all this is

that there is going to have
gome more self-discipline, . .”

to be some belt-tightening,

Stevenson, who reflects leading opinion in the Demo-
gratic Party, proposes in essence the same thing as the
Eisenhower administration — a shift to “less butter and
more guns,” as Commerce Secretary Sinclair Weeks put

it last Nov. 13.
American workers are

to be confronted with a

renewal of the World War II “equality of sacrifice” pro-
gram, one of the worst skin-games put over on U.S. labor.
We are threatened with a new wage freeze while prices
and profits will continue to climb. And this as the Amer-
ican economy heads toward a slump and mass unemploy-
ment. That will certainly boost U.S. prestige!

By Arne Swabeck

(Second of two articles)

The most significant long
term effect of industrial prog-
ress in the South will be its
tendency to bring the two split
segments of the working pop-
ulatidn—white and colored—to-
gether. As both become assimi-
lated mto the same process of
tndustrial production, they will
be facing the problems of cap-
italist exploitation in common.
Breaches made in the archaic
soc¢ial and political structure,
and in the Jim Crow system,
whether for the sake of great-
er political centralization or
otherwise, will of necessity in-
crease this unifying tendency.
The destiny of both segments
will tend to blend with that of
the working class movement
throughout the nation.

This effect may seem para-
doxical in view of the benefits
so long accruing to the ruling
class by keeping the races pit-
ted against one another — and
not only in the South. What is
happening now? Have the cap-
italist rulers suddenly become
conscious of certain moral and
ethical obligations, or are they
merely losing sight of their own
best interests? The truth is that
by its development of modern
industry capitalism involuntari-
ly promotes labor unity and or-
ganization.

This proved to Le the case in
the North. Both Negroes and
poor whites, brought up from
the South, learned through bit-
ter Jessons of mistreatment,
speed-up and exploitation in in-
dustry to overcome racial prej-

udices sufficiently to fight

Economies of the Changing South=-11

- Will South Block Labor

South Shows Fastest
industrialization Rate

In last week's installment of “Economics of the Changing
South” by Arne Swabeck, information was given on that region’s
industrial development,

the U.S. Department of Commerce show that
manufacturing employment, which is up 9% for the U.S. as a
whole in the period since World War II, is up 22% for the seven
Southcast states: new construction, up 57% nationally, is up
177% for the South; bank deposits, up 47% for the nation, are

shoulder to shoulder in union
struggles. To this general rule
the South forms no exception.
The transformation of its eco-
nomic foundation is calling into
being, and welding together, a
new social force.

Reviewing the Industrial Rev-
olution of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries in England,
Engels wrote: “But the might-
iest result of this indastrial
tramsformation is thé English
proletariat.” On a more modest
scale it is possible to say mow
about the South, that the might-
iest result of the industrializa-
tion will be the emergence of a
Southern proletariat.

But less than one-fifth of the
Southern workers are organized
in unions today. Wages are con-
spicuously low. Out of its total
of 2% million production work-
ers employed in manufacturing
by April 1954, before the latest
minimum wage law went into
effect, 723,000 earned less than
$1 an hour. Per-capita in-
come in the Deep South was
in 1955 only 64.1% of the na-
tional average.

MORE ‘HANDS' THAN JOBS

Besides, industrialization has
by no means assured jobs for
all, least of all for the Negro
population. In the survey made
by U.S. News and World Re-'
port (Jan. 27, 1956) it is stated
that: “For many a plantation
‘hand' there is beginning a real
struggle to find a place to earn
a living.” And this journal
quotes & Negro leader as say-
ing: “Sometimes people go hun-
gry. . . The man who depends
on a seasonal farm job for a

accelerated
available by

up 52% in the South.

and 99% of the tobacco.

Today the South produces 36% of the nation’s coal and oil;
36% of the chemicals; 409 of the paper; 80% of cotton textiles;
70% of the rayon; 95% of synthetic fibers; 40% of the furniture;

The amount of atomic materials produced in the South and
nationally is kept secret but some $3 billion have been in-
vested in the South. Oak Ridge is in Tennessee and the huge
DuPont-run atomic plant is in South Carolina.

The South had 11,000 factories in 1939, it has 33,000 today.
There are now 4,041,100 factory workers in the South, a 27%
increase since 1947 against a national increase of 18%.

Statistics recently made

living just rots, body and soul.”

Most Southern States have
enacted “right-to-work” laws de-
signed to prevent union organ-
ization, Open shop conditions
predominate and perpetuate the
Southern wage differential.
With few exceptions, notably
those of the United Mine Work-
ers and a couple of CIO unions,
the leaders of the labor move-
ment have made but little seri-
ous effort to extend organiza-
tion to the South. And such ef-
forts as are in evidence have
been frustrated by concessions
to color prejudices, failure to
fight for equal wages, etc. On
the whole, these feeble efforts

have been bhased on an adapta-
tion to the prevailing reaction-
ary political rule. “Operation
Dixie,” the campaign to organ-
ize the South, which was
taninched in a blazing fanfare

of publicity, never got to
first base.
Do racial barriers actually

form the insurmountable obsta-
cle to union organization that
the labor bureaucrats so often
cite as an excuse for their fail-
ure? Several surveys of this
problem presented by Daniel
Guerin in his study, Negroes on
the March, clearly indicate that
color prejudice on the part of
the poor whites is not as en-

| at every step,

Unionism?

trenched as many imagine,
Guerin adds: . . on the other
hand, a repressed class hatred
is solidly rooted in the depths
of their consciousness and could
store up some surprises for the
future. In the same degree that
their hostility toward the Ne-
groes tends to become weaker,
their anger toward the ruling
class, being no longer contained
by the counter-irritant of racial
fanaticism, tends to explode. . .
Solidarity between whites and
Negroes, the perspective which
frightens the masters of the
South, will flower fully only in
the trade unions.”

1955 SOUTHERN STRIKES
‘Working class receptivity for
union action was clearly dem-
onstrated in the dynamic strikes
that raced across the ‘South in
1955. This might soon be re-
peated, and in more explosive
form, for union organization of

the South cannot be long de-
layed.
However, union organization,

if it is to be undertaken seri-
ously, will come into conflict,
with the thor-
oughly rotten social and politie-
al system by which the South-
ern Bourbons maintain their dom-
ination, It will face the fierce
resistance of their political
powers at every level, state-
wide and loeally. It will thus be
political in character from its
inception posing constant prob-
lems of political conflict; and
serious union organization in
the South can advance only on
the basis of the most intense
class struggle.

Every serious collision with

brings up the question of labor's
relations to the Demoeratic
party. Nothing but hostility to
union organization can be ex-
pected from this single ruling
party in the South. And this
might well be the decisive fac-
tor that will hesten a political
realignment. It might well serve
as the force necessary to help
unloosen the political tie-up of
the labor bureaucracy with the
Democratic party nationally, for

it will tend fo work its way
toward independent labor po-
litical action, toward a labor

party. In turn, this would help
to bring about a new and
stronger hond of solidarity be-
tween workers of both races.

While this would present a
gigantic forward leap, in and
of itself it would not dispense
with the necessity of continued
struggle for Negro equality.
This struggle has, as Guerin
points out, “ , . a distinet ex-
istence, it has its historical
origins, its speecial traits, its
forms of evolution and methods
of action, its own vitality and
validity.” When this is proper-
ly emphasized it is easy also
to accept Guerin’s conclusion:

“Thus the Negro question ap-
pears essemtially as a prole-
tarian question tied up with the
destiny of the whole working
class movement, and it will be
resolved anly to the extent that
the working class will fulfill its
historical mission of gravedig-
gar of capitalism and founder
of a new society. The hour of
their ‘second emancipation’ will
gsoamd for the Negroes only
when labor will have settled its

the prevailing political order

accounts with capital.”

By Herman Chauka

Since the 20th Congress of the
Soviet Communist Party, the
issue of socialism and democracy
has increasingly occupied the
attention of the entire radical
movement. This was readily ap-
parent at the panel on this sub-
ject at the conference of the

American Forum — For So-
cialist Education. (See story,
page 1.)

Participants in the panel were
David Dellinger of Liberation
magazine, Farrell Dobbs of the
Socialist Workers Party, John
I.. .Lewine, an educator, Steve
Nelson of the Communist Party
and Dr. Frederick Schuman, his-
torian and writer on Soviet af-
fairs. The moderator was Rus-
sell Johnson of the American
Friends Service Committee. Als~
scheduled to participate were
Murray Kempton, the columnist,
and Herbert Aptheker of the Com
munist Party. Kemnton was not
present because of illness in his
family. Avtheker’s absence was
not explained.

SELF-REFORM THEORY
Both Nelson and Schuman,
whn deseribed himself as a “non-
socialist,” expressed the view
that the Soviet regime s
engaged in a process of demo-
eratic self-reform.
Dellinger held that dictatorial
rule in the Soviet Union flowed
from efforts to “impose a system
on people It is wrong, he
argued, “to engage in Trevolu-
tionary violence to bring about
a non-violent society.”
Lewine contended it is neces-
sary to replace what he sees as
“communism” in the Soviet Union
with “socialism” as represented
by the various parties of the
Second International and the
Asian Socialist Conférence.
Ingisting that socialism and
democracy are inseparable, Dobbs
said the Soviet UUnion could not
yet be considered a socialist
society. The abolition of capital-
ist property relations and the
substitution of nationalized, plan-
ned economy, is commletely
progressive. Tt is the duty of
American socialists, he declared,
to convince the American work-
ers that it is in their class in-
terests to defend the right of
the Soviet workers to have made
such social changes. At the same
time., he continued, they should
also support the struggle of the
Soviet workers to wrest political
control from the privileged bur-
eaucracy. He cited the Hungarian
revolution as a movement in that
directiom.
In reply to a direct question
from Dobbs as to where he stood
on this issue, Nelson said he
thinks the present Soviet of-
ficialdom wants to break with
Stalinism but that the process
of self-reform was “arrested”
by the Hungarian revolution. He
said he supports the present
regime “because it’s going in a

socialist direction.” But, he
added, “I don’t follow them
blindly like T used to. ... Now I

criticize them when I think they
are wrong.”
At the panel on political action,

independent political action as
counterposed to the “coalition”
theory of supporting labor-
endorsed capitalist candidates.

The “coalition” theory was ad-
vanced by Albert Blumberg, of
the Communist Party, wheo
argued that rejection of suth a
course isolated radicals from the
labor movement.

James Aronson, editor of the
National Guardian, who par-
ticipated in the discussion while
also acting as moderator,
reiterated the stand of his paper
in favor of a third party “that
does not exclude the socialist
solution.” Tyrell Wilson, a vet-
eran member of the Socialist
Party, said the key probhlem is
for organized labor to form its
own party. “We can influence
such a party toward socialism,”
he said.

Joyce Cowley of the Socialist
Workers Party said that when
Blumberg spoke of labor being in
the Democratic party he was
apparently ¢onfusing the labor
officialdom with the movement
itself. It is impossible to expect
a movement toward socialism,
she said, until there is independ-
ent political action by the work-
ing class.

Miiton Zaslow of the Socialist
Unity Committee said he favors
a third party similar to the now-
defunct Progressive Party. He
said he objected to both the CP
and the SWP who “both were glad
to see the Progressive Party go.”
The CP, he said, favored its
liquidation because it considered
it ‘“sectarian,” while the SWP
opposed it as a third capitalist
party.

Blumberg said his party had
not yet discussed the 1958 elec-
tions but that in his view there
could be united action behind
“some sociglist candidates” and
that such action would not be
in conflict with a “coalition”
policy. By this he apparently
meant that he favors support to
the Democratic party eandidate
for Governor, with some socialist
candidates running for lesser
offices.

Blumberg also told the méet-
ing that he had proposed to the
Communist Party a policy of
joint action on immediate issues
“by all socialist tendencies, on
the basis of mon-exclusion.”

HITS ‘GIMMICK’
UNIONISM

At the trade-union panel, Russ
Nixon, an official of the United
Electrical Workers (Ind.) called
for an end to collaboration with
the employers and the rebirth
of political freedom within the
unions. He also hit the substitu-

tion of ‘“faney plans and
speeches” for vreal economic
gains. “Phony gimmicks like

five-year contracts and the so-
called SUB smack of collabora-
tions,” he daclared.

Jules Geller, of the magazine
American Socialist, said the main
task of socialists at this time
is to build a “revitalized socialist
movement” rather than elaborat-
ing economic bargaining demands.

Fred Fine of the Communist
Party, said “The guestion for so-

the discussion revolved almost

completely around the issue of(

A. J. MUSTE, Secretary of
the American Forum — For

Socialisf Education. In con-
cluding its conference Dec. 6,
he declared: “We have a func-
tion to fulfill. This meeting to-
day has been an illustration of
it. . . In providing that no-
body, no tendency is to be ex-
cluded from the discussion. . .
as, for example, the Eastland
Subcommittee were to deter-
mine who may or may not
participate in respectable po-
litical discussion in these
United States.”

benefit for the peaple been
realized within even the existing
system.” He contended there is
a need for a “coalition of all
anti-monopoly elements” to se-
cure this minimum.

Stephen Grattan, a member
of the New York Typographical
Union, denounced “the debacle at
Atlantic City where a large part
of the Federation was arbitrarily
thrown out.” That point was
reached, he said, because the
labor movement has lost “the
socialist conscience in the unions
guarding the interests of the
members.”

Tom Kerry of the SWP said
the unions must be transformed
into instruments of struggle for
the interests of the workers in-
stead of supporters of “free
enterprise and the State Depart-
ment.” This, he said, requires
“support to rank-and-file move-
ments against the present mis-
leaders of the unions.”

Sam Pollock, a Cleveland union
official, said it was no longer
possible to solve the problems
posed by automation and atomic
energy by pure and simple trade
unionism. “The wunions must
adopt a socialist program and
fuse with the radical movement
to do that,” he declared. He also
said that in splitting the union
movement, the AFL-CIO leaders
had “become captives of the
McClellan committee.” Sid Lenz,
moderator of the panel, stated
his disagreement on this point.

The youth panel addressed
itself primarily to current prob-
lems of American youth, how
young socialists can effectively

cialists is: has the maximum

Vital Issues Before Radicals
Discussed at Five AFSE Panels

@and how to achieve a regroup-

ment of socialist youth.

Michael Harrington, national
chairman of the Young Socialist
League which s now. seeking
affiliation with the Socialist
Party-Social Demoeratic Federa-
tion, spoke on the need to build
a broad socialist youth move-
ment.

David McReynolds of the SP-
SDF, said he was not willing to
be in the same organization or
participate in united activities
“with Communists and Trotsky-
ists.”

The managing editor of the
Young Socialist, Tim Wohlforth,
stressed the need for a broad,
independent socialist youth move-
ment and declared he was in
favor of united activity on
specific issues by young social-
ists of all viewpoints.

Earl Durham of the Communist
Party discussed the current
crisis of U.S. education. Nina
Landau, a University of Wis-
consin student, described her
recent trip to the USSR and
China and emphasized the im-
portance of freedom to travel.
Tony Ramirez, of the Fellowship
of Reconciliation, spoke of the
problem of influencing “the
apathetic many.”

CULTURE PANEL

At the panel on culture, Eve
Merriam, a poet, said the
development of science could
help make the artist *“a whole
human being,” provided artists
were able to work together in “a
collective garden.” Novelist Har-
vey Swados saw both the U.S.
and the USSR competing in the
production of material things
without any regard by either for
promoting cultural values. Robert
Wright, of Union Theological
Seminary, said that automation
and atomie energy offered little
promise “in our existing society.”

Dr. Otto Nathan, the economist,
declared it was idle to discuss
the impact of automation and
atomic energy on culture in
isolation from the basic problem
of capitalism and socialism, The
artist has managed to create
under capitalism and other
previous class societies, but
there can be no real flowering
of culture until there is social-
ism, he said. “And I am as sure
we will finally reach socialism
as I am that the sun will rise
tomorrow.”
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... Bigger Transit Strike

(Continued from page 1)

torial in the ordinarily staid
and unexcitable New York
Times (Dec. 10). Tt began:
“The strike against the New
York City subway system by
the Motormen’s Benevolent As-

sociation is a flagrant viola-
tion of state law. It is con-
temptuous of court order. It

is a violent outrage against the
people of New York City. These
are government emvployes strik-
ine agcinst  eovernment. The
onlv appropriate ancwer to such
rebellion. to such flouting of the
public interest, ic the severe
nunishment established under
law.”

Thoueh the editers and de-
rartprent steve awner e ghont
that the ety autharitieg swe
nnt teine tourh enonch  with
the strikine motormen, the faet
remains that the eitv has need
2]l the standard strike-hrenkine
procedures—hut so far without
SUCCOSS.

LABOR SPIES

Thus lahor enios in the em-
nlov of the N.Y. Transit Au-
thority. were eoncealed in =
elosat of the hall in which the
MRA  nre-strike meetine was
held. Thev heved a small hale
in the closet door so thev could
identify the sneakers and ye-
vort rn what thev gaid. It was
on their testimonv that Theo-
dore Loz, MRA nresident, and
three other officers im-
nrisoned. The respomsibility for
the nse of labor snies rests on
Mayor Wagner whose success
in politine js based mainly on
the fact that his father was the
author of the Waener Act.
which among other things made
labor espiomage illegal,

Telegrams were sent to all
strikers notifving them that
nnleds thev revorted for work
by Tuesdav afternoon thev were
automatically fired. When thix
threat failed to start a bhack-
to-work movement. the deadline
was extended for 24 hours. On-
ly 19 motormen gave in.

The strike of the motormen
for recognition as a bargsining
unit on a craft basis is a direct
result of the AFL-CIO Trans-
port Workers Union’s failure to
win adeauate wages and work-
ing conditions for the membter-
ship. Thé TWU ranks have for
a long time been disgusted with
the leadershin of the Quill ma-
chine and with the inferior con-
tracts it has secured.

Striking motormen ridicule
TWU President Michael Quil
for having jncessantly threat-
ened subway strikes and always
having backed down.

STRONG UNION MAN

Joseph Carin, acting MBA
leader, in an interview with the
Militant on Dec. 11 proudly ex-
plained he had been a union
man for 27 years, and his fath-
er & union man before him.
When he stopped going to sea
and began working in the sub-
way in 1948 he immediately
joined the TWU. The piddling
increases brought by the 1952
contract “made me think some-
thing was wrong. Motormen got
only $81.60 — about $64 take
home. Until 1954, Carin said,
“Quill had the whole TWU be-

weore

hind him but then he had to go

and sign sweetheart con-

tract.”

Asked what the economic de-
mands of the motormen would
te if they won recognitiop.
Carin replied: “To get back
what the TWU gave away. The
one-day sick leave, scheduling
rights. Sixty percent of our
jobs are over 40 hours a week.
The Transit Authority that way
gets ahm extra trip out of us.
‘We do more work mow on a
five-day weck than we used to
on six dzys. Tor instance, on
the A line a motorman used to
make 12 trips a2 day — now he
has to make 15.7

TWIT RANKQ
SYMPATHETIC

The TWIT wank and fila are
reportedlv verv svmnathetic to
the striking motarmen herause
of their darine and heecance nf
the gerneral resertment apoinet
the TWIT leadershin, The MRA
has rat called on them to walk
out. They eontinne to wark, in-
deed are raceivine 25% npre-
minm vay, free food, ete., for
workine,

Tndieative of the fiohtina
spirit of the motormen iz thair
svstem of “elternative” leaders
to meet arrasts, Carin ic the
alternative for Frank Zelano
(take-hame mav 2R7Y. who uvsed
the TFifth Amendment to nro-
teet himself and the wnion dur-
ing his contempt trin] todav.
“T ' have wmv alternative all
nicked ovt” Carin told renort-
ers. “end be’s reallv hot. hot I
won’t give yon his name vet.”

Thoveh a militant and dema-
eratic indvetrial union wonld he
incomparably more effective
than a number of eraft unions,
even if they were all ag mili-
tant as the MBA. one cannot
but sympathize with the eriev-
ances of the strikine motormen.
Nor are thev conscions that
their eraft movement endaneers
industrial unionism. They “just
want to ret back what was giv-
en away.” However, encouraeed
by the action of the MBA. elev-
en more craft formations in the
sutway have declared solidarity
and some have called out mem-
bers or hoped-for members.

Thus the motormen’s strike is
a danger signal for industrial
vnionism in the transit svstem.
The Quill bureaueracy, despite
its bluster and demagogy, failed
to fight for the wages and con-
ditiong which the ranks deserve
and are willing to strike for.
It has thereby endangered the
continued existence of industrial
unionism itself by making im-
portant sections of the mem-
bership so desperate that even
antiquated craft unionism ap-
pears attractive to them by
contrast.

Of even greater danger than
craft division to unionism in
the subways is the threat to use
New York’s Condon-Wadlin Act
against the MBA. The politi-
cians have never as yet dared
use this slave-labor law against
municipal employes in New
York City, though it has been
on the state Jaw books for ten
years, If the bureaucracy of the
TWU sanctiops its use against
the MBA, it will be helping to
set a precedent for strikebreak-

a

img that can later be used
against the TWU itself.
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Kutcher’s Suit for Back Pay

A lot of water has flowed under the
bridge since the summer of 1948 when
the federal government began its persecu-
tion of legless veteran James Kutcher be-
cause of his open and avowed member-
ship in the Socialist Workers Party. His
was one of the earliest witch-hunt cases
of federal employes and the first in which
the victim neither resigned nor denied
the allegations. On the contrary Kutcher
stood up and declared: “I am a member
of one of the organizations unconstitu-
tionally proscribed by the Attorney Gen-
eral’s illegal list and 1 have every right
to be.”

Kutcher’s bold. principled stand at the
beginning of the witeh hunt did not
bring any quick easy victory. Indeed as
the McCarthyite fever mounted new blows
were¢ aimed at him. He and his aged
parents were ordered evicted from the
low-cost, federal housing project in which
they lived because of his SWP member-
ship. Then his veteran’s disability pension
was stopped. But his stubborn battle. in
the course of which he had succeeded in
gaining the support of many unions, civil
liberties groups and Negro organizations,
generated enough public protest to force
the federal authorities to back down. His
victories, after almost eight years of
struggle, ¢came in fairly rapid succession.

His pension was restored after the first
public hearing held in a federal “loyalty”
case. His victory over the Gwinn Amend-
ment in the New Jersey Supreme Court
ended the eviction case and was an im-
portant element in the federal govern-
ment’s decision to drop all attempts to
enforce that infamous law. Finally on
June 26. 1956 he was restored to his job
in the Newark VA office.

The obstinacy with which the witch
hunters, thrown back but not defeated,
cling to their control points, is demon-
strated by the fact that even now the
Kutcher case is far from over. Ordered

‘restored to his job with all rights by the

courts, Kutcher cannot collect the back
pay due him. The U.S. Comptroller Gen-
eral’s refusal is based on the simple fact
of Kutcher's SWP membership, the very
identical charge in all the other cases
that Kutcher finally won. Thus Kutcher
is obliged to begin the same fight all
over again. He has done so with the filing
on Dec. 5 of a suit against the govern-
ment in the U.S. Court of Claims.

Moral: it is not enough to win a civil
liberties case. it must be won over and
over again to insure the initial victory.
Therefore fighters against the witch hunt
must have the patience of Job and the
stubbornness of a bulldog.

Discussion Among Socialists

Supporters of the American Forum —
For Socialist Education have every reason
to be gratified with the results of its Dec.
6 conference in New York. (See stories
on page 1 and 2.) That almost 500 people
turned out for such an all-day discussion
certainly indicates the existence of a not
insignificant body of individuals seriously
concerned with socialist thought. Espe-
cially noteworthy in this regard is that
the audience comprised not only a repre-
sentative cross section of the various radi-
cal tendencies but also of a good number
of newly-interested unionists and youth.

Equally important is that the principle
of “free and untramalled discussion,” on
which American Forum is founded, was
in full play at the conference and dem-
onstrated in life that it is a vital and po-
sitive concept.

The richness of the panel discussions,
for example, sprang from the fact that
they were conducted on the principle of
“non-exclusion” and that they provided
a direct confrontation of basically differ-
ing views on key issues of the day. The
participants had the opportunity to ex-
amine, side by side, sharply differing

concepts on the controversial aspects of
“Socialism and Democracy,” or on such a
widely debated issue as whether the inter-
ests of American labor is best served by
activity confined within the framework
of the present two-party system or by
independent political action in direct op-
position to these parties.

Such confrontation of ideas is an im-
portant key to the continuing success
of American Forum. The socialist move-
ment today is confronted with many
new problems demanding answers. Equal-
ly important, is the fact that there are
crucial issues to which answers have been
formulated and are being offered — an-
swers that are often the polar opposite
of each other. And large numbers of peo-
ple already in or about to_enter the radi-
cal movement are deeply concerned with
clarifying in their own minds which of
these conflicting views correctly reflect
the reality of our time and are deserving
of support. So long as it is a vehicle for
the direct confrontation of such views,
American Forum provides an invaluable
service to the large number of radicals
seeking such clarification.

The Oppenheimer Case

Intermixed with their frenzied cries for
the appropriation of billions for rocket
research, the capitalist politicians and
press have been doing considerable public
breast-beating about their past mistreat-
ment of American scientists.

Of the thousands of scientists bullied,
badgered, humiliated, investigated, rein-
vestigated, fired and smeared by the
witchdhunters in the past decade, J.
Robert Oppenheimer was the most promi-
nent. It is therefore about him as a
symbol that the capitalist spokesmen are
now calling for a new course towards
scientists. A number of papers and
politicians are urging his “rehabilitation.”
On Nov. 21 former Atomic Energy Com-
missioner Thomas E. Murray, who three
years ago called Oppenheimer “disloyal”
and voted for his dismissal as a “security
risk,” told the press: “I would not be at
all displeased if he [Oppenheimer] were
to be reinstated.”

Oppenheimer was the scientist in over-
all charge of the development of the
atomic bomb. After ‘the bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki he was hor-
rified by the prospect of the atomic
destruction of mankind and to fellow
scientists voiced the hope that hydrogen
fission would be developed for peaceful
use but never for an H-bomb. Such a
statement would in a few years be used
against him as tantamount to treason.

In top committee he argued against
development of the Hell-bomb and when
the Truman administration ordered its
construction, he undertook the work but
without expressing “enthusiasm” — an-
other nail in his coffin as a “security
risk.” Finally, he was “arrogant” enough
to use his own judgment in such things
as declaring that he would give a former
student, who had invoked the Fifth
Amendment, a letter testifying to his

ability as a physicist, and in having lunch
with a man suspected of having been a
communist a dozen years previously.

On this “evidence” the Eisenhower ad-
ministration suspended Oppenheimer’s
security clearance in Dec. 1953, the Gray
Commission ruled against him in May‘
1954, and the AEC fired him ignominiously
the following June. William M. Borden,
Executive Director of the Joint Congres-
sional Committee on Atomic Energy
declared: “More probably than not he has
been functioning as an espionage agent.”
Books appeared “substantiating” the
charge of the gutter press that “con-
spiracy amounting to treason had delayed
the H-bomb for four years” and that
Oppenheimer’s attitude could stem only
from communist ideas or connections.

Scientific history was falsified. Al-,
though the Los Alamos laboratory, the
creation of Oppenheimer, did successfully
developed the H-Bomb, the politicians and
press christened Dr. Edward Teller “the
Father of the H-bomb,” even though
Teller’s special laboratory had produced
nothing but complete duds. This was a
reward to Teller, for his denunciations of
scientists who shared Oppenheimer’s
ideas about the H-bomb's danger to
mankind.

There is a growing demand for an of-
ficial repudiation or reopening of the
frame-up ‘“case” against Oppenheimer.
This is very good. But it must be remem-
bered that the Oppenheimer case was
possible because the political atmosphere
had been prepared by the witch hunt of
less famous scientists, the blood sacrifice
of the Rosenbergs and imprisonment on
Alcatraz of Morton Sobell. Tt is imperative

therefore that the demand also be raised
for reopening these foundation cases of
the witch hunt against the scientists.

By Philip Magri

and recognize the dimensions
of the struggle for national in-
dependence which the Algerian
people have waged for the past
three years. The <rimes—tor-
ture, murder, rape, pillage, mas-
sacre, violation of every demo-
cratic amd human right—com-

their *“pacification”

But in recent months many
supporters of the Algerian lib-
eration struggle have been pro-
foundly disturbed by crimes
against Algerians committed,
not this time by the French,
but by other Algerians partici-
pating in the struggle against
French imperialism.

These have included a series
of murders in the past two
months which took the lives of
a large number of Algerian
trade-unionists including the
general secretary of the Alge-
rian workers union (USTA),
Ahmed Bekhat,

f
The world is coming to know

mitted by the French forces in|
of Algeria |’
have also hecome well known.

BITTER SPLIT

dents are the results of an ex-
traordinarily deep and bitter
split within the Algerian lib-
eration movement between two
powerful organizations, the Al-
gerfan National Movement
(MNA) and the National Lib-
eration Front (FLN). This vi-
tally important conflict, amount-
ing to a virtual civil war within
the Algerian camp, can only be
understood in terms of the his-
torical development of Algerian
nationalism,

In the neighboring North Af-
rican countries of Tunisia and
Morocco the nationalist move-
ments remained under the lead-
ership of moderate and wealthy
men symbolized by Bourguiba
and Mohammed V. The social
background of Algerian nation-
alism was entirely different.
Tunisia and Morocco were rela-
tively late French conquests,
and under the form of “pro-
tectorate” retained their nation-
al structure and preserved the
existence of the old ruling
classes. Furthermore, relative-

These and other bloody inci- :

movement. A guerrilla band in

MNA by force.

Victims of Algerian Split

@®was Lorn

among the expatri-
ated, exploited, overworked and
underpaid Algerian workers in
France,

MESSALI'S PROGRAM

In a very real sense, the
founder of modern Algerian na-
tionalism and the father of the
Algerian revolution is Messali
Hadj. In 1924 the young Mes-
sali, an Algerian worker in
France, profoundly influenced
by the Russian Revolution and

Women survivors of Melouza massacre, This village sup-
ported the MNA, the left wing of the Algerian nationalist

vaded the village. took all the

men — over 300 — prisoner and killed them. The MNA charges
the crime to the right-wing FLN which is trying to crush the

their homes in Tunisia and Mo-
roeco, leaving a certain amount
of economic space for a native
commercial capitalist class and
a stratum of intellectuals to

develop.
In Algeria, on the other hand,
the French colonial regime,

since 1830, made a conscious
attempt to wipe out the Alge-
rian national identity in all re-
spects. Old Algerian social pat-
terns were disrupted, the very
existence of the Algerian na-
tion was denied, as Algeria
was “legally” defined as an in-
tegral part of France. A mil-
lion Europeen settlers domi-
nate the trade, manufacturing,

ly few French settlers made

agriculture and intéllectual life

of the country. The develop-
ment of the Algerian peoplé
was suppressed in all ways.
Only a timy minority could
get an education and achieve
a privileged position as lawyers,
functionaries, intellectuals in
the service of the French rulers.
The vast majority of Algerians
are landless agricultural labor-
ers, As many as 500,000 Alge-
rian workers were compelled by
poverty and unemployment to
migrate to France where they
could get jobs to help support
their families in Algeria.
Tunisian and Moroccan na-
tionalism had their origins
among wealthy lawyers and
merchants. Algerian nationalism

(Centinued from page 1)
the banks through the army
ousting the workers,

In the case of the Dutch-
owned plantations (75% of the
total), Indonesian Agriculture
Minister Dr. Swardjo told report-
ers on Dec. 10 that the govern-
ment was taking them over in
ordey to stop “other people” from
doing so. Tillman Durdin, writing
from Jakarta in the Dec. 10 New
York Times reports that “Dutch
estate sources here said tonight
they were glad the government
had acted to prevent worker
seizures.”

The plantation workers, who
form the great bulk of the work-

ing class in Java (principal
island of Indonesia, with a 70-
million population), are ex-

tremely well organized and class
conscious. This may be gauged
by the remark of a Duteh
planter to reporters in Singapore
that . . conditions in KEast
Java were out of control and
‘laborers are taking the upper
hand everywhere.”

Indeed the entire working
class is well organized and
battie-tested. It fought the

Dutch for four long years after
World War II, then conducted
militant strikes against both
Indonesian and Dutch enter-
prises in recent years.

As far as the Indonesian
capitalists are concerned, the
seizures are for purposes of
bargaining with Dutch imperial-
ism in the course of which they
hope to gain greater scope for
themselves. Thus, except for
harbor facilities in Indonesian
ports, the government has not
nationalized the seized Dutch
properties but is holding them
pending settlement of the West
Irian dispute. It has not touched
major oil companies that include
British and American interests
at all. The Communist Party
leaders are also supporting this
policy.

Although Indonesia won pol-
itical indepéndence in 1949, Dutch
imperialism has continued to
extract huge profits from the
labor of the Indonesian working
people. Dutch investments have
been cut from 2 to 1 billion
dollars since independence. But
according to Vrije Volke, a
Social Demoecratic newspaper in

... Indonesia Seizes Dutch Properties

Holland, Dutch enterprises, begin-
ning in 1951, were pumping
profits to the homeland in
volume commensurate with the
most profitable years since
World War 1.

For the Indonesian working
people, consequently, the aim of
the national independence strug-
gle is to free the country com-
pletely from this economie¢ sub-
jugation. To that end their pres-
sure on the Indonesian govern-
ment bropght about a repudiation
last year of a $1 Dbillion debt
which the Dutch had saddled on
the country as part of the treaty
recognizing independence.

The sweep of the working-
class seizures and the establish-
ment of workers’ control further-
more indicates the direction in
which the Indonesian warking
people will seek to complete the
national independence revolution.
This is the reorganization of the
country on the basis of socialist
properly relations. It is to
prevent the seizures from dev-
eloping along that road that the
Indonesian government moved to
assert its authority over the
Dutch properties.

(Continued from page 1)

them up. . . . We know that all
we can get out of them is not
from begging . . . but by eco-
nomic strength.”

Randolph also strongly op-
posed the threat to autonomy
posed by the AFL-CIO expulsion
procedure. Technically the BT
and the Bakers were expelled
because their top officers refused
to comply with directives of the
28-man AFL-CIO executive coun-
cil that gives the council power
to police the internal affairs of
the unions and to demand the
ouster of officials subject to
MeClellan’s  attacks.  Randolph
said reform of the Teamsters
would “have to come from the
bottom and not from a mandate
at the top that will skim off a
few crooks.”

George Lynch of the Pattern-
makers voiced an objection on
the floor that was more com-
monly heard in the corridors. He
attacked the “gigantic strides
toward resting dictatorial power
in the hands of 28 men” and
concluded: ‘“you are throwing
them [the IBT] out under a set
(of standards which you con-
sistently refuse to apply to your-
selves.”

By membership strength the
vote for ouster was 10.46 million
(to 2.27 million or about four to
one. If the IBT hagd been seated
instead of having its voting

vote necessary for expulsion
would probably not have carried.
Of the 127 international unions
seated, 20 voted against ouster,
including the Carpenters, Hod
Carriers and Laborers, Meat
Cutters, Upholsterets, the ITU
and a single former CIO
affiiate, the Mechanics Educa-
tional Society.
The debate over the ousting of
the Bakery Workers union re-
vealed how thin the line of
division is between the *clean”
buréaucrats and the corrupt ones.
The charge of crookedness is
leveled against the union’s presi-
dent James Cross. He is accused
of Hhaving diverted organizing
funds to buy himself a Cadillac.
In a speech denouncing the
Bakers’ expulsion, AFL - CIO
Vice President Herman Winter,
a past president of the bakery
union referred both to Cross and
to William Schnitzler, an aid to
Meany in the ouster drive, who
is also a past president of the
Bakers. “The man Jimmie Cross
1s a protege of mine’” said
Winter; “so is Schnitzler. What-
ever waste Jimmie Cross has been
responsible for, so has Bill. There
is no question about that; I can
prove it, I don’t think anything
about it, however. They had
their way of carrying on organ-
izational work; I had miné.”
The AFL-CIO Exeécutive Coun-
cil had set no other conditions
for reinstatement of suspendei

... AFL-CIO Convention

two top officials who had been
under personal attack by the
MeceClellan Committee. The bur-
eaucratic machines in these un-
ions would still hold power.
Although the issue of auto-
nomy is involved in the case of
the Bakers as in the case of the
Teamsters, there is also an im-
portant difference to be noted.
The union is divided down the
middle, with many rank-and-file
workers seeking to take ad-
vantage of the fight among the
bureaucrats to gain some meas-
uer of union democracy.

In the balcony at the conven-
tion sat about 275 unofficial
bakery delegates, many of them
workers from the shops. They
are supporters of the “Integrity
Committee” formed by four
members of the Bakery Work-
ers’ Executive Board who have
broken with Cross and pledged
a fight to comply with the
directives of the AFL-CIO. They
have been promised an AFL-CIO
charter when Cross’ union is ex-
pelled.

This group hooed and yelled
“Hypocrite” when Cross appealed
for the convention to uphold the
right of the Bakers to choose
their own officers., Last March,
Cross summarily expelled the
Bakers secretary-treasurer Curtis
Sims a few days after Sims
charged Cross with misuse of
funds. Sims then exposed Cross

rights suspended, the two-thirds

unions than resignation of one or

before the McClellan Committee.

by the struggles of the French
working class, founded a move-
ment called the North Afriecan
Star. The program of the Star
embodied three concepts which
from that time on have been
central to the political develop-
ment of Algerian nationalism:

(1) A resolute and uncom-
promising struggle for a demo-
cratic and independent Algeria.

(2) The perspective of a so-
cialist Algeria, including the na-
tionalization of banks and

mines, and sweeping agravian
reforms.

(3) International solidarity
with other peoples of North

Africa (looking toward an even-
tual North African federation)
and with the French working
class,

In the 1930’s the North Af-
rican Star changed its name to
the Party of the Algerian Peo-
ple (PPA) and finally succeeded
in establishing a movement in
Algeria itself. Although the
PPA fought alongside the
French workers against the fas-
cists in February 1934, adhered
to the Popular Front and took
part in all the demonstrations
and strikes of June 1936, in
January 1937 the Popular Front
government of the ‘“spcialist”
Blum and the ‘“‘communist”
Thorez outlawed the PPA.

This repression was continued
and intensified by the Vichy
fascist government during
World War II. After ‘“libera-
tion” the new Popular Front
government of Thorez-Blum-De
‘Gaulle organized a savage re-
pression which took the lives
of 45,000 Algerians in the prov-
ince of Constantine. Although
after 1945 the Algerian nation-
alists were able to gain a pre-
carious half - legality as the
Movement for the Triumph of
Demaocratic Liberties (MTLD),
all the elections in Algeria were
outrageously falsified, and the
party was under continual po-
lice repression and harassment.

FRENCH HOUND MESSALI

Whether the movement was
czlled the North African Star,
the PPA, the MTLD, or, today,
the MNA, Messali has had to
pay for his ideals with almost
continual 1mprisonment. He was
jailed by the Third Republic,
sentenced to 16 years hard la-
bor by the Vichy regime, kept
constantly in “forced residence”
by all the governments of the
Fourth Republic. Today Messali
is imprisoned on the 'bleak and
lonely island of Belle Isle off
the coast of Brittany (fitting-
ly, this is the same island where
the great French revolutionist
August Blangui was imprisoned
by the government of Napoleon
111.)

Though the Messalists were
by far the dominant political
tendency among the Algerian
people (in those rare mstances
in which Algerian elections were
relatively free, the MTLD con-
stantly received 85-90% of the
vote), other political currents
existed, First there was the tiny
layer of Algerians who had be-
come French puppets, and were
rewarded with posts as ‘“repre-
sentatives of the Algerian peo-
ple” in the French colonial ad-
ministration. The Algerian peo-
ple called the members of this
privileged clique “Beni-Oui-
Ouis,” since their function was
to say vyes to anything the
French admimstration proposed.
There also existed two mod-
erate nationalist groups; a con-
servative religious Moslem
group called the “Ulemas,” and
the “Democratic Union of the Al-
gerian Manifesto” (UDMA),
headed by Ferhat Abbas.

MODERATE NATIONALIST
Abbas is a wealthy lawyer,

Division in Algerian Nationalism

+ A Gorrection

Last week we reported the
controversy in the pages of
the People’s World around the
question of the Socialist
Workers Party and its San
Francisco election campaign,
In reprinting extracts from
several letters published in
People’s World, a typogra-
phical error occured which led
to the running together of
two different letters. Adam
Lapin’s concludes with the
sentence, “And I feel the PW
is alienating many potential
friends by its attitude toward
the SWP. . . The sentence
that follows is actually the
beginning of a letter by B. B.

supported incorporation with
France, After the war he ac-
cepted the idea of Algeéridn in-
dependence, but in a purely no-
minal, verbal fashion. In prac-
tice, the UDMA looked only for
reforms within the framework
of Algerian incorporation with
France. As a result, the UDMA,
though supposedly nationalist,
was Tavored by the French ad-
ministration as against the “ex-
tremist” MTLD.

The Algerian Communist Par-
ty was an extremely insignifi-
cant factor in Algerian polities
because, as a captive tool of
the French Communist Party it
opposed the idea of Algerian
independence from 1935 until
very recently and sided with the
colonial regime against the na-
tionalist movement. It drew its
small support mainly from the
European minority in Algeria.

On the eve of the outbreak
of the Algerian revolution, in
the summer of 1954, the MTLD
of Messali underwent a severe
erisis. Under the difficult con-
ditions of semi-legality com-
bined with extreme repression
a profound gap opened up be-
tween the leaders of the party
and the rank and file.

MTLD DIVIDES

The French police energetic-

ally suppressed all efforts at
organizing the Algeman people
in local groups of the MTLD
for political and trade-union ac-
tivity. Such work could only
be carried on undey conditions
of strict illegality, and of course
this was even more true of
preparations for revolutionary
action. On the other hand, the
legal leaders of the party were
tolerated and even encouraged
by the French administration.
Thus the MTLD representatives
in the municipal government of
Algiers were led to cooperate
with the “neo-colonialist” ad-
ministration of Mayor Jaques
Chevallier. They gradually came
to accept a completely reformist
orientation, abandoning any at-
tempt at illegal or revolutionary
activity.
These leaders made up a ma-
jority of the legal Central Com-
mittee of the MTLD, and used
this position to prevent any ef-
fective underground action, and
to suppress revolutionary mili-
tants of the party. Despite his
imprisonment, Messali was able
to inspire a rank-and-file re-
volt against the so-called “Cen-
ralists” which was successful
in re-establishing a revolution-
ary leadership at the head of
the party, at the Congress of
Hernu on July 14, 1954,

Shortly before the outhreak

of the revolution on Nov. 1,
1954, the respected French cap-
italist newspaper, Le Monde,
summarized the results of the
split thus:
“It seems that Messah has
won definitely in France as well
as in Algeria, Led by men who
seem to want to avoid violent
methods and illegality, the ex-
pelled group finds itsell being
surpassed by the Messalist
MTLD, whose roots are mostly
among the workers.”

The MNA is the direct con-
tinuation of the revolutionary
wing of the MTLD. The antago-
nism between this revelutionary
tenddney a@nd all other political
forces in Algeria is the back-

who before World War II op-
posed Algerian nationalism and

ground for the present assaults
against the MNA.
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A psychiatrist by the name
of Dr. Leonard J. Duhl has a
new angle on the problem of
slum clearance. Demolition of
slums, he says, removes old fa-
miliar morale bolstering figures
like the corner grocer, the bar-
tender and the cop; “Slum clear-
ance projects frequently mean
the disintegratlon, and loss by
the people in the neighborhood,
of essential emotionial sup-
ports,”

While 1 agree that we may
need the bartender for emo-
ttional support, it’s difficult to
picture the cop in this role. Dr.
Duhl even mentions gangs as
one of the old familiar features
that make up “part of a nor-
mal and comfortable day.”

“We forget,”” he continues,
“that to the people who live
there, what we <call slums is
home. People find it hard to
give up their homes.” Slum
clearance may mean dispersion
of the glum dwellers to “sterile”
buildings (he means that they’re
clean), “‘without friends and
family.” (Being close to your
family is certainly no problem
in many tenement houses. You
may have five or six relatives
in the same room with you.)
“Relocated people,” he con-
cludes, “can literally grieve and
pine for the razed slum.”

While Dr. Duhl insists that
he is not opposed to slum clear-
ance but just wants more at-
tention paid to the social and

emotional needs of the com-

The House I Live In

By Joyce Cowley

munity, I hope the real estate
interests don't get hold of his
stuff. It could be the basis of
a campaign to keep our homey
slums just as they are.

I live in a building that is
slated for eventual demolition
and I've been thinking about
what I will miss when the
place is torn down. First of all
—Dr. Duhl is right—I will find
it hard to give up my home.
That’s because 1 don’t have any
other home and I certainly
can't afford to move

at $48 a room. The actual con-
struction of this project

Board of Estimate that they
were in exactly the same sit-
uation. They didn’t say anything
about familiar old
they just protested against a

high income project in a work-

ing class neighborhood.

Besides a roof over my head,

there are other things that I
certainly will miss:
The grinding and

building and rouses *me prompt-

ly at 8 AM. If I'm relocated I
to buy an alarm

may have
clock.

The fresh odor of lacquer
I al-
ways know when the wind is

from an adjacent plant,

from the East.

The stairs that give a seden-
tary worker so much needed ex-

into the
proposed project which will rent

has
be en indefinitely delayed be-
cause thousamds of people went
down to City Hall to tell the

landmarks;

thumping
of machinery that shakes the

ercise,

The quaint plumbing that I
repair with btobby pins, a piece
of wire or adhesive tape. No
one manufactures parts for an
1870 model.

The cheerful greeting of the
oilman early Saturday morning
when he delivers kerosene for
my heater,

On the other hand, I'm not
at all worried about Dr. Duhl's
list—the grocer, the bartender,
the gangs and the cops. The
slum in which I am finally re-
located will be sure to have a
dingy store where a man and
and his family will just be get-
ting by working fifteen hours
a day.

There will probably be sev-
eral bartenders, as they are the
most prevalent form of emotion-
al support that our society offers.
The gangs and the cops will be
there, too. Even the projects
have these essential features.
Symptoms of violence and so-
cial disintegration, they have
become an integral part of our
daily lives. I don’t think Dr.
Duhl realized that it would take
a revolutionary change to carry
out his suggestion that we give
attention to ‘“the social and
emotional needs of the com-
munity.” This wen't happen as
logng as the landlords and real
astate interests c¢an maintain
the present very profitable sys-
tem, which they find ideally
suited to their social and emo-
tional needs.
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of Capital) §$3.00 (plus 15¢)

)
MARX - ENGELS SELECTED

CORRESPONDENCE $1.50 (plus

15¢) « )
MARX AND ENGELS ON
BRITAIN §2.00 (plus 15¢) ( )
THE HOLY FAMILY by Marx
and Engels. $1.35 (plus 15¢)

« )
DIALKCTICS OF NATURE by
Frederick  Engels $1.50 (plus
15¢) «)
IKART MARX AND THE
CLOSE OF HIS SYSTEM by
Bohm-Bawerk with a reply by

Rudolph Hilferding $350 (plus
1he) « )
THE LOGIC OF MARXISM by
William F. Warde, (mimeo-
graphed) $1.00 (plus 15¢) ()

THE DEVELOPMENT OF CAP-
ITALISM IN RUSSIA by V. L
Lenin, $1.75 (plus 13¢) « )
WHA'T IS ECONOMICS? By Ro-
Laxemburg (mimeographed,
stiff covers). The only English
translation.  $1.00 (plus 13¢)

(

THE FOUNDATIONS OF
CHRISTIANITY by Karl Kaut-

sa

sky. A Marxist classic, (Orig-
inally $3.50) $3.00 (plus 16¢)
)

CAPPIALISM AND SOCIALISM
ON TRIAL by Fnitz Sternberg.
(Originally $7.00) $2.50 (plus
15¢) « )
THE JEWISH QUESTION—A
MARXIST INTERPRETATION
by A. Leon, Excellent history
and analysis.
(cloth)  £1.530 (plus 15¢) )
(paper) $1.00 (plus 13¢) « )
TITO SPEAKS by Viado Dedi-
jer. Biography of the Yugo-
slav  leader by his then sec-
retary, (Originally $3.50) $1.00
(plus Iie) ( )
THE HISTORY OF A LIT-
ERARY RADICAL. By Rand-
olph  Bounrne. Essays by the
talented American rebel of the
World War 1 period. (Orig-
inally $3.75) $1.85 (plus 15e)
« )
THE PHILOSOPHY OF HEGEL
by W._ T, Stace. .
(cloth) $3.98 (plus 15¢) ()
(paper) §1.98 (plus 15e¢) ()
THE ESSENCE OF  C(CHRIS-
TIANITY by Ludwlg Feuer-
bach. The book so Important
in development of Marx's
vhought (paper) $1.45 (plus
15¢) « )
DEVELOPYMENT OF MONIST
VIEW oF HISTORY by G. V,
Plekhanov, A Muarxist classic
which bears its formidable ti-
tle because In Defense of Ma-
terialisin wouldnt get by the
Czarist censor, Long unavail-
wble. $1.35 (plug 15¢) ' )
FERDINAND LASALLE — Ro-
mantic Reveolutionnry by Da-
Vil IFootman. An excellent bi-
ography  of the controversial
German socialist pioneer, (Orig-

Inally  §3.50) $1.00 (plus 1ic)

« )
THIZ SOCIAL  PHILOSOPHY
OF WILLIAM MORRIS by A.
von  Helimholtz-Phelan., Biog-
raphy  aof the gweat FEpglish
poet  and antist who wias a
founder of the socialist move-
ment. (Originally  $32.50)  $2.00

(pius 1be) « )
NEGROXS ON THE MARCH —
A Frenchman's Report on the
Negro Struggle, By
Duniel Guerin, Best book on
the modern history and pres-
ent stage of Negro struggle.
(clotih)y  R2.00 (plns 150) « )
(paper) §1L.50 (plus 15¢) « )
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Law Expert
Says Sobell

Is Innocent

MINNEAPOLIS, Deec.
About 150 persans turned out
at a meeting here tonight to!l

-
d —

hear Dr. Malcolm P. Sharp ex- [

plain why he believes sciéntist
Morton Sobell ‘is wrongly serv-
ing 1a .30-year prison term in
Alcatraz. The meeting was spon-
sored by the Minnesota Com-
mittee to Secure Justice for
Mortom Sobell.

Dr. Sharp, a professor of law
at the University of Chicago
who considers himgelf a left-
wing Republican, told the au-
dience that he had started out
with the belief that justice had
Leen done in the Rosenberg-
Sobel] *“espionage” ease, but that
after studying the evidence he
became convinced of the defend-
ants’ innocence. But even if you
were to assume the verdict
against the Rosenbergs was
just, he said, “there is a flimsy
case against Sobell involving in-
admissable, uncorroborated tes-
timony from accomplices with
a strong motive to lie.”

LOCAL BACKING

Dr. Sharp was introduced to
the meeting by Haven Perkins,
St. Louis field representative
for the Sobell committee. The
noted Twin Cities civil libexties
lawyer, Art Sternberg, appeualed
to the meeting for funds to sup-
port the work of the commit-
tee. The audience responded
generously with a contribution
of $120,

In a brief talk, Mrs. Jean
Brust, secretary of the Minne-
sota Sobell committee, hit at
the witch-hunt atmosphere
which still prevails and which
gives everyone a stake in the
fight to win justice for Morton
Sobell.

Members of the committee
were highly gratified by the
publicity gained for the case as
a result of the meeting. The
daily papers carried announce-
ments of the meeting and good-
sized reports on it afterwards.
Dr. Sharp was interviewed
about the case on one television
and two radio programs. The
turnout at the meeting itself
was particularly heartening in
view of the fact that it was
held in competition with a
meeting for Eleanor Roosevelt

| tributed

Picketing the Witch-Hunters

Part of the picket line against the House Un-American
Activities Committee hearings in Newark in May 1955. 1,500
members of the United Ilectrical and Machine Workers (Ind.)
participated. Resistance {o the Walter Committee at that time
helped in later struggle on behalf of Dr. Robert Lowenstein
and other victimized teachers. (See story this page.)

students of varying radical view-
points including those of the
Communist and Socialist Work-
ers parties, of pacifist and
anarchist tendencies as well as
of independent socialists.

Strongly united on the issue
of favoring integration, both in
the North and South, the group
held its first public meeting on
the topic, “Integration — A Solu-
tion to the Problem of Segrega-
tion.” The speaker was a member
of the group who is also active
in the local NAACP branch,

MOTORCADE

To pudlicize the meeting a
five-car motorcade drove through
Minneapolis displaying placards
and banners. Leaflets were dis-
in the downtown area
of the city and in the Negro
community.

At the meeting, which was
attended by 30 young people, the
speaker explained the treacherous
role of the Republicans and
Democrats on civil

@t the same hotel.

pointed to the need for a Negro-

rights and | appreciate

Socialist Youth Group
Formed in Minnesota

MINNEAPOLIS, Nov. 26 — A new radical youth
organization has been organized in the Twin Cities area
— the Independent Political Youth. It was set up last
month by 20 young workers and ®

labor alliance to secure these
rights.
The meeting adopted a resolu-

tion greeting the heroic fighters
for integration in Little Rock,
Ark. The resolution was sent,
along with a letter, to Mys. L. C.

Bates, chairman of the Little
Rock NAACP and leader of the

integration fight in that city,

The resolution extended to the
Little Rock students a “warm

and sincere thank you for the
courage you have displayed in
your fight for integration. . ..”

The accompanying letter to
Mrs. Bates by Jean Bradford,
acting secretary of the group,
said in part;

“We wanted more than a
speech but some kind of concrete
action to be taken at our meet-
ing. In line with this, a resolu-
tion passed at that time is
enclosed. We realize this comes
as a very limited kind of sup-
port, but we send it so that
those in Little Rock will know
there are youth in our area who
and  salute your
spirited efforts.”

Robert Lowenstein Denounces

Witch-Hunters in the Schools

[The following are excerpts
from the statement of Dr. Rob-
ert Lowenstein, victim of the
witch hunt im the school sys-
tem, at a public hearing on his
case before the Newark Board
of Education. See story, this
page. — Ed.]

This trial illuminates a cri-
sis in American education, In
every judgment society makes
of an individual, it passes judg-
ment upon itself. The -critical
question here is not my partic-
ular fate, but the fate of pub-
lic education in America, , . .

On the one hand you have a
record here of over 20 years of
unblemished, competent service
to children, to teachers, to
American principles and ideals.
On the other, you have an al-
legation of insubordination and
conduct unbecoming a teacher
that presumably makes me un-
fit to teach. It is inconceivable
to me that a man can be con-
demned in America because he
lived by the Constitution of the
Umted iStates during a short ap-
pearance before a Congression-
al committee and the Superin-
tendent of Schools, no differ-
ently than he lived for more
than two decades in the class-
room, and no differently than
he had been taught to live as a
student himself in the c¢lass-
rooms of this city.

WHAT KIND
OF TEACHER?

In resolving the question be-

fore you, you resolve the larger

question of what kind of teach-

er Amerca needs in her hour

of crisis. Do you want inde-
pendent-minded men and women
or do you
sheep? Do you want future gen-
erations of dignified, self-re-
specting and vigorous-minded
individuals or do you want a
domle mass? Do you want each
American to represent in his
own person the full arsenal of
a democracy’s strength or do
you want a nation of easily-
swayed reeds?

This is not idle rhetoric; for
the kingd of teacher you select

want conformist

will give the kind of student-
product you want., If you feel,
as most of us do today, that
the educational product of re-
cent years is not commensurate
to our country’'s needs, consid-
er whether the reason is not
to be found in the vacuum we
have been making of our halls
of learning. Our schools have
been getting less and less oxy-
gen when they need more most.

Personally 1 cannot Lreathe
any air that is not suffused
with the oxygen of liberty. That
is why I have championed stu-
dents and colleagues in battles
that were not specifically my
own; but in a spreading atmos-
phere of limited freedom 1 feel
the loss of my own freedom,
my dignity and integrity us an
American. , . .

It is a constant wonder to me
how many people can speak of
democracy without living it. Ky-
ery experienced teacher knows
that aictatorship in the crass-
room is like dictatorship in so-
ciety., The steamroller of au-
tocracy that crushes the adult
Spirit crushes the tender brain
and spirit—with perbhaps more
devastating effect. Koughshod
authority cows but never per-
suades, stultifies, but never in-
spires; represses but never ele-
vates. An atmosphere of free-

personal dignity ol student and
Leacher must pervade the school
If we are to succeed in nurtur-
ing the attributes of free men
in a free society.

BLIGHT ON AMERICA

The straitjacket of conform-
ity is the most un-American
blight from which we have ever
sutfered as a nation, That is
the disease which is sapping
the vigor of our schools today.

Take our state loyalty oath,
for example. We teachers must
swedr that we do not belong to
any organization that advocates
or practices the overthrow of
our government by force or vi-
olence. Well, because it is the
law 1 signed that oath; but I

dom and tender regard for t.heI

ian
heritage and you not to condemn

olence. . . . Teachers know that
you cannot teach children by
brow-beating them; and they
know by the same token that
force and violence are brutaliz-
ing, not liberalizing forces. How
can one subseribe to liberty and
brutality at the same time?

In compliance with the law, I
told the Superintendent of
Schools that 1 am not a mem-
ber of the Communist Party and
that 1 have not been gince the
summer of 1953, Two years
earlier I offered to tell the
then Board of Education that
I was not a Commumist since
the summer of 1954, Wwhy the
change? Because 1 wanted to
leave no question that | was
complying with the law; but I
neither Lelieved then nor do 1
belleve now that our state su-
preme court intenaed te sanc-
tion an invasion ol my privacy
to such an extent that 1 would
be stripped naked of any ves-
Lige ol my constitutionally pro-
tected sell-respect and digniiy,
By whal detmition does pres-
ent” comprise more than three
years, than four years? 1U'm
sure the state supreme court
1§ saustied with three years.
1t 1 ottered to go back still
another year, | was prompted
by a wiiingness to muake what
I called a “human concession”
Lo the superintendgent.

1 ask my students, my col-
leagues ana fiiends, the guard-
spirits oL my Amenrican

me for my weakness, I wiil not
lurther barter my self-respect
for my job, nor will [ surrender
my rights under the kirst and
Fourtcenth  Amendments. In
lact, 1 consider it my duty more
than my xight to live the Con-
stitution ol my country.

Over the gateway to
Dante wrote that dread line
« » o« “Give up hope ye who
enter here.” Am 1, to para-
phrase slightly, to give up all
liberty on entering the super-
intendent’'s  office? Are all
young and adult Americans to
give up all liberty on entering

hell

do not approve of it. I abhor it

the public schools of our coun-

as much as I do force and vi- try?

Victimized Teacher
Defends Principles
At Newark Hearing

By John Thayer

The issues in the witch hunt in the public schools
were brought into dramatic focus in Newark, N.J., where

on Dec. 2-3 the Board of Education conducted a public
hearing on the fitness of Dr.&—

Robert L ' e h,
T}‘:e ll:'earizgea's::n}ox?edtlfya Ll)r. ROWOMI nellOﬂaﬁOll
Decision Is Reversed

Lowenstein s victory in the New
Jersey Supreme Court against
Charles Rowoldt, a 73-year
old Minneapolis worker, won

ms aismissal two - and-a - half
years ago for having invoked
the Fifth Amendment vefore the i =
House Un-American Activities| his fight against government
Committee. efforts to deport him when
It was in May 1955 that the| the Supreme Court on Déc. 9
traveling circus of witen-hunt-| voted five to four to reverse
ers sev up snop in Newark over| @ decision upholding his de-
the protests of labor and civil| portation. He had been or-
liberties groups and proceeded| dered deported on grounds of
to trample undertoot ine Con-| membership in the Commu-
stitutional.rights o1 those sum-| nist Party in 1935. The high
moned betore it. In the ensung| court, in making its decision,
reacuonary hystema Ur, Lowen- construed the Internal Secur-
steln and several otner teach-| ity Act as requiring proof of
“meaningful association” with
the Communist Party. The
act contains a blanket pro-

ers were summarily disnussed

from tneir Jobs, I'ne sole charge
vision for the deportation of
any alien who is or was a

aguInsy Lowenstiein, an extreme-
member.

ly popular and capaple tleacner
witn over 20 yeals in the scnool
sysiem, Wwas utnat he was “‘un-
ut” 1o teach because he had
availed himself of his rnght to
use wne rirwn Amenament.
rouowmng the decision of the
N.J. dupreme Court Lowenstemn
was summoned Lo tne otfice of
Scnovo:  dSuperintgnaent  waward
¥, hennelly and subjected to a
political Inquisition. ne retused
L0 answer a number oI the gues-
uons put to him and hs 1iring
was Lnereupon deciared to be
for "mmsuboraination and con-
duct unbecoming a teacher.”

REFUSES TO INFORM

An example of Lowenstein's
alleged “insubordination and
conduct unbecoming a teacher”
was given at the public hearing
by Superintendent Kennelty, The
dismissed teacher had been
been asked whether a2 woman
he knew was a member of the
Communist Party. He had re-
Lused to answer thus demon-
strating "a lack of coopera-
von.” when Morris Stavis, Low-
enstein’s attorney, asked Ken-
nelty how such questions re-
lated to his clients fitness to
teach, the attorney for the
scnout board oopgecred and s
obJection was upneld by a 6-3
vote of the board.

This is a striking example of
Lhe perversion of values brougnt
about by the witch hunt. Belore
the days of McCartnyism for a
teacher to act as an informer
on the political beliets of
Irienas and acquaintances wouid
have Leen regarded as repre-
hensible, Today willingness to
be an informer is being made
one of the ofticial criteria for
“fitness” to teach,

FITNESS ATTESTED TO

The fitness of Dr. Lowenstein
to teach, indeed his outstanding
ability and accomplishments as
a teacher, were overwhelmingly
proved by the testimony of nu-
merous witnesses. These in-
cluded the recently retired prin-
cipal -of Barringer High School
at which Lowenstein taught, the
teacher who has replaced him
there as head of the {foreign
language department, a Laun
teacher from a Newark school
where Lowenstein previously
taught, and three students of
his over the period 1938 to 1955.

According to the Dec. 3 New-

ark Evening News, “Each tes-
tified he was a fine teacher and
enjoyed good relations with
both students and faculty.” One
witness, Bernard Levowsky, who
had studied under Dr. Lowen-
stein in 1938-9, under hostile
questioning by the school board
lawyer, replied that he would
want his children to be taught by
Lowenstein even if the present
charges should be proved *be-
cause they do mot affect him
as a teacher.”

Witnesses tesfifying to Dr.
Lowenstein's good character in-
cluded Rabbi Prinz, who has
Leen his neighbor for 15 years;
another Jewish clergyman whose
daughter Lowenstein tutored
after his dismissal; a professor
from Rutgers who had been a
fellow ofticer with Lowenstein
in the Essex County Kederation
of Teachers; and the former
commanding officer of an Air
Force Intelligence unit in which
Lowenstein had served overseas
as master sergeant during
World War IL

RECORD OF PROMOTIONS
Moreover, Lowenstein's attore
ney drew from Superintendent
Kennelly the admission that he
himself had been head of the
board of examiners in 1952 that
rated Lowenstein as first among
the candidates for the post of
chairman of the foreign lan-
guage department at Ban‘inggr
High, At the time of his dis-
missal Lowenstein was acting
chairman due to become full
chairman in a few months.
Records of the evaluations of
Lowenstein as “superiox” and
“outstanding” by school exam-
iners were read into the record
over the objections of the
school board attorney who said
“Lowenstein is not charged with
not knowing the subject matter
and there's no question that he
got along with students.” Thus
the witch-hunt hypocrisy is giv=
en away by the admission that
its criterion for a teacher's “fit-
ness” has nothing to do with
teaching but sdely with the
questions of whether he enter-
tains “forbidden thoughts” on
politics or civil liberties and
whether he is willing to act as
an informer.
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The Class-Struggle
Road to
Negro Equality

Resolution Adopted

Calendar
Of Events

Cleveland

Saturday, Dec. 21, 8. P. M. —
“Sputnik and the Middle East.™
Speaker: George Maxim. 10609

Superior Ave. Ausp.: Militant|By the Socialist Workers Party
Forum. . 23 pages 25 cents
Chicago PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

Friday, Deec. 20, 8:15 P. M. —
Heay Ed Larson speak on “Power
Polities in the Middle Kast.” 777
W. Adams St. Ausp.: Militant
Labor Forum.

Tuesday, Dec. 31 — New Year's
Eve Party. Music, Dancing, Re-
freshments. Ausp.: Militant Labor
Forum. 777 W. Adams St.

®
Detroit

Friday, Dec. 20, 8 P. M. —
“Inside Human Nature,” a talk
by Evelyn Sell. 3737 Woodward
Ausp.: IFriday Night Socialist
Forum.

Tuesday, Dec. 31, 9 P. M. —
New Year's Eve Party. Door
Prize, entertainment and favors.
Debs  Hall, 3737 Woodward.
Donation $1.00.

JUST RECEIVED:

Anti-Duehring

(Herr Eugen Duehring's
Revolution in Science)

By Frederick Engels

$1.35

PIONNER PUBLISHERS
116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

546 pages
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