
40th Anniversary 
Of the

Russian Re volution
An Editorial

F orty  years ago, on Nov. 7, 1917, the Russian working 
class w ith  the support o f the peasantry seized politica l 
power under the leadership o f the most revolutionary 
party  in h istory —  the Bolsheviks. The working people 
put an end to capita list exploitation —  the p ro fit  system 
based on private ownership o f the means o f production.

A  new social order was established based on the na­
tionalization o f the means o f production and the ir oper­
ation according to a plan. The workers took the f irs t  steps 
toward a socialist world. They replaced the hated political 
rule of the Czar, landlords and big capitalists w ith  the ir 
own democratic organs o f state power —  the workers’ 
councils. They appealed to working people everywhere 
to follow the ir example in order to end the f ir s t  world 
war and build an international order o f peace, freedom 
and plenty.

AH th is  the Russian workers accomplished. B ut they 
could not perform  miracles. They destroyed the illusion 
o f the inv inc ib ility  o f capitalism. They demonstrated the 
capacities o f a revolutionary working class. B u t on the 
backward foundations of Czarist Russia, isolated in a 
hostile capita list world, forced to f ig h t three years o f b it ­
te r war fo r survival,, they faced insurmountable obstacles.

Socialism is an international system. I t  requires a 
world arena fo r its  fu ll development. The construction 
o f a socialist society in backward Russia was impossible. 
In  the days o f Lenin and Trotsky, anyone foolish enough 
to suggest otherwise would have been laughed o ff  the po­
litica l stage.

Reaction Begins
The Russian workers were forced to re treat in the 

age-old struggle to exist. And the bureaucratic caste 
took over, concerned only fo r its  privileges, power and 
wealth. For decades since, th is  bureaucracy has disorient­
ed advanced workers throughout the capita lis t world,, 
leading to tragic defeats and delays in Germany, Spain, 
France, Ita ly , etc.' These, in turn, opened the way fo r 
another capita lis t assault on the Soviet Union.

Again the Soviet workers were called to action. M il­
lions died to hold H itle r ’s armies a t bay. B u t victory 
■brought no peace. The Soviet Union stood facing an im ­
peria lis t world which was armed w ith  the atom bomb 
and preparing a ring  o f m ilita ry  bases fo r a th ird  world 
war.

'Then a new stage in  the Russian Revolution began. 
The f ir s t  manifestation o f the political revolution against 
the S ta lin ist bureaucracy appeared in  the accounts in the 
Soviet press of op'en protests by re turn ing veterans against 
working conditions in the plants. The sacrifices of Rus­
sian workers had been great and bureaucratic abuse and 
iow liv ing  standards had become intolerable.

In 1953; the world learned of the s tirr in g  events and 
the Vorkuta prisoners camps and the appearance o f an 
underground Lenin ist youth movement. The East German 
revolt in the same year foretold o f the upsurge o f work­
ers in the East European countries.

The to ta lita rian  regime was in  crisis. W ith  the 20th 
Congress in 1956 the vast edifice o f lies tha t kept the 
bureaucratic caste in tac t began to crumble. The Soviet 
working class and its  new allies in East Europe and China 
had grown strong and confident. In  tha t same year the 
workers of Poland and Hungary organized themselves 
in to workers councils, a dual power to the bureaucratic 
regime.

More than anyth ing else the Soviet workers want 
peace. The cruel illusion, fostered by the privileged bureau­
cracy. tha t the capita lis t world w ill perm it the Soviet o rb it 
to live in peace is beginning to  die. Over and over again 
i t  has been demonstrated in the twelve years o f cold war 
th a t “ deals”  w ith  the imperialists w ill not end capita lis t 
h os tility  fo r the working class or the hatred of the im ­
peria list powers fo r the Soviet Union where the p ro fit 
system was destroyed.

Peace can be won only when the workers o f the world 
jo in  hands against the profiteers. Internationalism  —  
th is  is the real meaning o f the demand o f the Russian 
working class fo r a “ return to Lenin.”

Task of American Workers
W ith  the ir growing pressure fo r an end to bureau­

cratic rule, the Soviet workers are once again beginning 
to move. And what ife our task —  we who live in  the most 
powerful im peria list nation on earth?

W ith  the Sputnik f ly in g  in its  orb it, man has entered 
the space age. A new and exciting era has begun. B u t our 
social conflicts have not been resolved. As a result, great 
scientific and technological progress holds only te rro r fo r 
hum anity, the th rea t of the nuclear destruction o f c iv il­
ization. Man is reaching to the stars —  but only to eXr 
tend a deadly arms race in to  space.

W orld capitalism in (its death agony has yielded, in 
the life  of one generation, two world wars, innumerable 
bloody colonial conflicts, a long twelve years of depression 
and constant fear o f war or depression. America has the 
prductive capacity to lead the world out o f poverty, back­
wardness and misery. A ll tha t stands in the way iis a 
small group of pro fiteering billionaires.

The Soviet workers opened the door to a world so­
cia list society. I t  is the historic task o f the American 
workers to close the door on the dark (and barbaric sys­
tem of capita list rule w ith  its  wars and class conflicts.

The American workers have not spoken yet. S till be­
fore us is the political awakening o f our class as an in ­
dependent social force. But the laws of class antagonisms, 
working as inexorably as a law of nature, w ill compel the 
American workers onto the road o f independent political 
struggle. When tha t process begins, the issues w ill soon 
be resolved.

We are proud to be a part o f th is  great transition 
to a free society. And we dedicate ourselves anew to the 
task of creating a socialist world.
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Anti-Union Drive Threatened 
As Economic Decline Looms
 —       , {

Purge Seen in Zhukov Ouster
-  ®

Spoke a t R a lly  li

JOYCE COWLEY, Socialist 
W orkers Party candidate fo r 
mayor o f New York, and 
V IN C E N T H A L L IN A N , 1952 
Presidential candidate of the 
Progressive Party, were the 
principal speakers at an élec­
tion wind-up ra lly  on Oct. 25.

(See artic le on page 2)

SWP in N.Y.
Speaks on 
Radio, TV

By Carol Lynn
SWP Campaign Manager

NEW  YORK, Oct. 31 — The 
barring of Communist Party 
leader Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, a 
candidate fo r the C ity  Council, 
from partic ipating in an election 
symposium at C ity College was 
sharply assailed today by M or­
ris Zuckoff, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate fo r Comptroller.

Miss Flynn had been invited, 
along w ith  Zuckoff and other 
candidates, by the M arx is t Dis­
cussion Club, a campus organi­
zation, to address the sympo­
sium being held today. The de­
cision to bar her came from  C ity 
College, President, Dr. 1?. C. Gal­
lagher and was made on the 
grounds th a t Miss F lynn had 
served a prison term under the 
Smith Act. In  reversing the stu­
dent decision to hear Miss Flynn, 
Gallagher cited a decision by the 
five  municipal colleges, last 
March b a rling  D a ily  W orker ed­
ito r John Gates from  speaking 
because of his conviction under 
the iSmith Act. The Flynn cam­
paign committee announced yes­
terday tha t Daily W orker s ta ff 
member Max Gordon would sub­
s titu te  fo r Miss Flynn a t the 
symposium.

■In a speech prepared fo r  de­
livery to the student meeting, 
M orris Zuckoff characterized the 
ban on Mies F lynn as a “ con­
temptible, new expression of the 
persistent e ffo rts  of the Wagner 
adm inistration to keep the w itch 
hunt alive on the C ity campuses.

“ When the decision to bar 
(Continued on page 2)

Khrushchev 
Tightens 
Own Rule

By John Thayer
OCT. 31 —  Another member 

of the K rem lin ’s “ collective 
leadership”  which succeeded 
S ta lin  has b itten the political 
dust. Just what alleged crimes 
or misdemeanors Marshal Georgi 
K. Zhukov was found gu ilty  of 
has not yet been revealed to the 
Soviet or world public. In  any 
event Zhukov’s real crime was 
tha t he had become too danger­
ous a riva l o f Khrushchev in the 
power struggle which has oc­
cupied the collective leadership 
ever since iStalin’s death. He fe ll 
v ic tim  to  a preventive purge 
organized and carried out by 
Khrushchev, who now emerges as 
undisputed top dog of the whole 
bureaucratic oligarchy in the 
USSR.

As was the Case las t June, 
when Khrushchev and Zhukov 
purged Malenkov, Molotov and 
Kaganovitch, so today there is 
no possibility o f the loser making 
public his version o f the strug­
gle. The Soviet people w ill have 
to s ift the utterances of the 
v ic to r and his yes-men fo r  clues 
as to what the ir ru lers were 
rea lly  fig h tin g  about and what 
effect the outcome w ill have on 
the ir lives.

Zhukov’s downfall was pre­
ceded by the careful and devious 
preparation and p lo tting  th a t is 
the S ta lin is t schools’s “ contribu­
tion ”  to po litica l life . A few of 
the details of the last stage can 
be made out. On Oct. 4 w ith  
fanfare and front-page stories 
in the Soviet press, Zhukov le ft 
fo r  a state v is it to Yugoslavia. 
He received orders extending his 
tou r fo r  several weeks and a 
propaganda Campaign against 
him, though not using his name, 
was begun in  the Soviet press. 
H is home-coming rated b u t two 
lines on the back page of 
Pravda and tha t evening them 
was public announcement o f his 
dismissal. He was met a t the 
a irpo rt by  his successor, as 
Defense M inister, Marshall M alin­
ovsky, and an entourage of gen­
erals to underline the fa c t tha t 
the top m ilita ry  brass had 
accepted his demotion.

The accomplished fact w ith 
which Khrushchev confronted 
him had been rammed through 
the presidium of the Communist 
Party and la ter the Central Com­
mittee. Khrushchev has since 
said unoffic ia lly  that Zhukov w ili 
be g iven-a  “ good job.”  This is 

(Continued on page 2)

The O ld Gang — As I t  /Was

Ranks of top Krem lin bureaucrats continue to th in. Four of the above have been ousted since 
th is May Day picture. From le ft to  r ig h t: Voro ih ilov, Zhukov (ousted), Bulganin, Khrushchev, 
Malenkov (ousted), Kaganovich (ousted), M ikoyan and Molotov (ousted).

French General Strike 
Shows Depth of Unrest

OCT. 30 —  A mounting wave 
o f m ilitancy «weeping through 
the French w orking class showed 
its  power on Oct. 25 in a 24- 
hour general strike. S trikers are 
demanding a general, across-the- 
board wage increase fo r a ll 
workers to - ¡make up the disas­
trous drop in the standard of 
liv ing  tha t has resulted from  
the past two years’ in fla tion.

An unusual feature of the 
strike was tha t i t  came in the 
m idst of a prolonged cabinet 
crisis. The Bourges-Maunoury 
cabinet fe ll Sept. 30. Since then 
there has been only a “ caretaker”  
government while the French 
capita lists have juggled parties 
and politicians in  unsuccessful 
attempts to piece together a new 
cabinet to cope w ith  the h igh ly 
expensive and unpopular war 
against the A lgerian people and 
the government’s fiscal d if­
ficu lties  resu lting therefrom.

W AVE OF ANGER
The absence o f a cabinet w ith  

powers to g rant wage increases 
fo r  government workers and to 
set wage policy fo r  p riva te  in ­

dustry was a ta lk ing  po in t of 
the union bureaucrats against! 
s trike  action. But the wave of 
anger over the intolerable drop 
in the ir already low standard .of 
liv in g  overrode these objections.

On Oct. 17 gas and electrical 
workers throughout F r a n c e  
staged a 12-hour strike. Save 
fo r  hospitals, there was no lig h t 
or power from  5 A.M. t i l l  5 P.M. 
Workers were demanding a 30% 
general wage increase. The strike 
was notable fo r  its  completeness. 
Though this section of the w ork- 

! ing  class has not previously 
been outstanding fo r  m ilitancy, 
i t  not only came out solid ly on 
Oct. 17 but brought a ll super­
visory and engineering personnel 
out w ith  it .

On Oct. 25 the shipbuilding 
bosses in St. Nazaire, in  a move 
to  break the sp ir it o f the work­
ers w ith  whom they have been 
engaged in a funning wage dis­
pute fo r  a year, ordered a lock- I 
out the day before the scheduled 
general strike. The lockout was \ 
not even a t the end o f the day’s 
work bu t was arrogantly pro­
claimed in mid-afternoon. The 
6,000 workers responded by 
entering management's offices

and tearing  the place apart. When 
the CRS —  special strikebreak­
ing police —  arrived, the w ork­
ers battled them fo r several 
hours. One worker was killed. A  
sympathy strike  by metal work­
ers in  the nearby c ity  jof Nantes 
resulted in  pitched battles w ith  
the police, besieging o f the gov­
ernment offices and casualties 
both among strikers and police.

The general s trike  o f Oct. 25 
was intended o rig ina lly  by the 
labor leaders o f the Communist- 
Party-dominated CGT and the 
Catholic CFTC only as a strike  
o f ra il workers. Rank-and-file 
pressure expanded i t  in to  a 
strike  o f a ll transport and many 
other industries. The social- 
democratic union federation, 
Force Ouvriere, refused to sup­
port the strike.

As an artic le headlined “ Strike 
Warns Paris O ffic ia ldom ”  in the 
Christian Science M onitor (Oct. 
25) observes, French “ workers 
are not only im patient, they are 
grow ing more conscious o f the ir 
power”  and the ir general strike 
was intended “ to serve stem  
w arning on whatever govern­
ment is to emerge from  the 
present [cabinet] crisis.”

Same Old Union-Busting Techniques
By Fred Halstead I one of 'Shefferman’s techniques 

Some widely-used union bust- *s kave paid agents or- 
ing . techniques of U. S. busi-1 £anif'e anti-union groups among
nessmen were detailed in recent employees to defeat union or- filia tes  o f Sears, Roebuck and

J. L. Hudron in Detroit, N e iu-lw ere  also in high favor in gov- 
man Marcus in Houston and Dal- em inent circles. Through Sears, 
las and several branches-and af-1 Shefferman made wholesale pur-

hearings of the Senate Select 
Committee on Improper A c tiv i­
ties in  the Labor and Manage­
ment Field. Undoubtedly, the 
Committee’s head, Senator John 
McClellan, (D. A rk .) , who would 
like  to break up unions w ith

ganizing drives. Another t r ic k :1 Co.
Back-door, sweetheart contracts 
w ith  corrupt union o ffic ia ls are 
arranged to bloc legitim ate ef­
fo rts  to organize the workers.

These techniques are supple­
mented w ith  the f ir in g  and in- 

anti-labor laws, was only try in g  tim idation of union-minded work-
to make his probing look im par­
tia l. Seven months o f headlines 
on corruption in the unions he 
probably thinks can be balanced 
w ith a few weeks of publicity 
about a few of the industria l 
ty ran ts  in this country.

S till, some interesting in form a­
tion has been yielded by these 
latest hearings. Since Oct. 22 
the Committee has listened to 
witnesses te ll o f the activities 
of an o u tf it  called Labor Rela­
tions Associates, a Chicago firm , 
headed by Nathan W. Sheffer­
man, which provides union-bust­
ing advice and services to the 
bosses.

According to this _ testimony,

ers, the use of labor spies and 
“ psychological tests”  of employ­
ees to screen out those who 
m ight favo r unions, the ure of 
provocateurs to commit acts of 
violence which are blamed on the 
union and bribery of union o ff i­
cials who are w illin g  to take 
bribes.

A  lis t o f over 409 companies 
reported as having used the serv­
ices o f Labor Relations Asso­
ciates was printed in the Octo­
ber 27 New York Times. I t  in- nounced i t  would investigate the

The committee, s ta ff presented 
figures showing tha t in the fou r
years from  1953 to 1956 Sears,
Roebuck & Co. had paid Labor
Relations Associates $239,000 to Daniel J. Tobin, the most in ­

fluentia l union bureaucrat in the 
Democratic party  un til his re­
tirem ent as head o f the Team-

chases fo r  dozens of union bu­
reaucrats. H is office records, 
says the Oct. 30 N.Y. Times, 
showed expenditures fo r dinners, 
raoe-track parties and other en­
terta inm ent fo r the benefit of

combat union organization drives 
in various Sears’ stores. Testi­
mony revealed details o f in tim i­
dation, bribery and violence o n !st ers 111 1S62, as well as fo r 
the pa rt o f Sears and LR A in  Dave Beck anfl others. Accord-
opposing a Retail C lerks’ drive 
to organize 'Sears in Boston. 
A fte r  this testimony, W. W. 
Tudor, a Sears vice president 
said tha t his firm  had engaged 
in “ inexcusable, unnecessary and 
disgraceful”  anti-union activities.

Sears dispensed w ith  Sheffer-

ing to the testimony, teamster 
bureaucrats in Boston cooperated 
w ith  Shefferman in defeating the 
Retail C lerks’ organizing drive.

In  sharp contrast to the rash 
o f proposals fo r anti-labor leg­
islation, sparked by the f ir s t  six 
months of the Senate commit-

ciudes small and medium sized 
manufacturing, processing a n d  
service firm s as well as many 
major re ta il stores such as Ler- 
ners and Macy’s in New York,

man’s service;, however, only | tee’s activ ity , th is récent testi- 
a fte r the committee had an- mony has produced no cry from

the Congressmen fo r  removing 
these businessmen from  positions 
where they can persecute work­
ers w ith  such tyrannical and cor­
ru p t practices.

LRA.
While w orking fo r  Sears (from  

1939 un til two months ago) the 
iShefferman agency cultivated 
certain union bureaucrats who

Seek to Put 
Crisis Load 
On Workers

By Joseph Keller 
OCT. 30 —  A new offen­

sive against organized labor 
is developing in anticipation
of a possible serious crisis in  
Am erica’s p riva te -p ro fit economy. 
As always, the f ir s t  h ints of 
economic fa lte ring  or decline are 
accompanied by moves to  hobble 
the ¡unions and to  throw  the 
burden of crisis on 4he wage- 

earners, small farm ers and 
lower middle class.

Continuing threats out of 
Washington of union-curbing 
legislation are the natura l accom­
paniment o f increasing warnings 
about the shaky economy. To 
these are now added an increas­
ing  campaign from  cap ita lis t 
press and politic ians on the 
theme of “ sacrifice.”  This is al­
ways pre lim inary- to moves to 
force labor to accept wage 
freezing, speed-up to reduce 
“ costs,”  h igher taxes, etc.

I t  is being free ly  predicted 
th a t Eisenhower, in  his coming 
■press conference and ta lks  on 
domestic issues, w il l  stress the 
theme o f “ sacrifice.”

The concern o f the B ig  Busi­
ness ru lin g  class to preserve its  
p ro fits  and privileges a t the ex­
pense o f the w orking people is 
intensified by the very real 
signals o f distress beeping fo r th  
from  the storm-tossed economy.

The most dram atic signal has 
come from  the stock m arket 
which registered a 25 per cent 
decline in average share prices 
in  the past fo u r months. This 
was climaxed ion Oct. 21 by the 
biggest single day’s m arket 
break since Eisenhower’s heart 
attack in September 1955.

Two days a fte r the m arket 
break a flood o f buying money 
appeared in  the m arket fo llow ­
ing  an Eisenhower ta lk  about 
“ confidence.”’ This resulted in 
the biggest single day’s advance, 
as many financia l columns noted, 
since Nov. 14, 1929. That is an 
ominous date. I t  marked the one 
big m arket ra lly  a fte r the stock 
m arket plunge in October 1929. 
Thereafter, U.S. capitalism  sank 
into a deep depression th a t con­
tinued fo r  twelve years —  u n til 
the w ar economy of W W  II .

Last week’s one-day ra lly  
barely recouped h a lf the losses 
ju s t fo r  October. Since then, 
the decline has been resumed and 
a t th is w r it in g  is the w orst in  
eleven years.

Most o f the im portant eco­
nomic barometers —  sagging 
pioduction and) fre igh tca r load­
ings, reduced manufactui’ing 
work-week, increasing “ pockets”  
o f industria l unemployment — 
poin t to a dangerous in s ta b ility  
in the economy. Most o f the o f­
fic ia l and sem i-offic ia l fo re ­
casts, including the Federal 
Reserve Board’s, now concede the 
possibility o f a “ recession."

We frnust keep in mind tha t i t  
is not necessary fo r  production, 
employment and other im portant 
indices to fa ll behind to  su ffe r a 
crisis. W ith  a constantly expand­
ing population and labor force, 
the economy must more than hold 
its  own. I t  must keep pace w ith  
the population growth and allow 
fo r  increasing productivity due 
to automation.

N either the Republicans nor 
the Democrats see any possib ility  
o f bolstering the unsteady p ro fit 
system except through inten­
sified w ar spending. B u t the 
$275-billion legal debt ceiling is 
being scrapped and more de fic it 
spending appears in  the o ffin g  
ju s t to meet current government 
obligations. The drive is on to 
breach the debt, ceiling —  an in ­
tensely in fla tiona ry  measure and 
almost certain to b ring  a bigger 
tax squeeze.

Once more the American w ork­
ing  class is being confronted 
w ith  the only basic choices o f­
fered by capita lism : depression 
and unemployment or w ar-in- 
fla tion  and u ltim ate ly  w ar 
itse lf.
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Where British 
Former CP’ers 
Are Going

By Peter Fryer 
Special London Correspondent

A t a rough estimate, about h a lf those who have re­
signed from  the B ritish  Communist Party since the Twen­
tie th  Congress o f the OPSU —  or have quietly failed to 
re-reg ister —  have dropped all 
po litica l activities and discussion 
fo r  the time being. The rest 
have been engaging in discus­
sions— always live ly, sometimes 
fierce, often repetitive, but by 
and large f ru it fu l— among them­
selves and w ith  other Marxists.
The chief arena of these discus­
sions is the local socialist fo ­
rums which began to spring up 
spontaneously a year or so ago, 
and which are s ti l l  coming into 
existence, though a t a fa r  slow­
er rate now. The victim s of emo­
tional shock and bewilderment,
■unable any longer to rationalize 
out of existence the ir “ doubts 
and d ifficu ltie s ”  (as we used to 
call them patron iz ing ly) sought 
c la r ity  and understanding and 
the fresh, clean a ir o f un fe t­
tered discussion.

C A P IT A L IS M  NO H AV E N
To many this a ir was so heady 

a fte r years o f liv ing  in an in ­
tellectual cage tha t they began 
fly in g  rap id ly  in  a R ightward 
direction. Some of these are s till 
s.eeking the b lissfu l panaceas of 
the John iStracheys and the 
other la tter-day Bernsteins. O th­
ers however discovered tha t Con 
temporary Capitalism is scarcely 
the made-to-measure haven from 
the storms o f c l a s s  struggle 
they took i t  fo r ; tha t the renun­
ciation of Stalinism is not some­
th ing  negative, bu t means fo r 
a serious socialist a more pro 
found, rewarding a n d  exciting 
study and creative application of 
M arxism  than they had hitherto 
dreamed possible.

The forum discussions i f  they 
had done nothing else, would 
have been valuable in  th is re­
spect alone: tha t fo r  hundreds 
o f us (though not fo r all by 
any means ye t) they unlocked 
the door to a section o f the 
lib ra ry  w h e r e  we had never 
dared to venture before. Some 
o f us had not even known o f its  
existence— or, i f  we had. we ac­
cepted g lib  assurance tha t the 
contents o f th is section were 
merely politica l pornography, de­
signed by “ fascist agents”  to 
confuse and corrupt simple w ork­
ing men.

And these forbidden books, 
now being read in B rita in  on a 
w ider scale than ever before, 
tp rn  out to be solid, meaty, 
forcefu l, b r ill ia n t pieces of M arx­
is t analysis, polemic and schol­
arship w rought by men and 
women who carried the lonely 
torch o f M arxism  honorably 
through the darkness fo r a gen­
eration. W ell, the torch has k in ­
dled others, in B rita in  at any 
rate, and its  libe ra ting  flame is 
burn ing more and more b righ tly , 
shedding v iv id  lig h t on our cur­
ren t problems, educating a new 
generation. But of th is I w ill 
w rite  more later.

To re turn  to the forums. They 
conform to a pattern: about 15, 
20 or 30 people, perhaps as 
many middle-class as w orking- 
class, gathered in a private home 
one evening a week, or more 
commonly one evening a fo r t ­
n ight, to  relish and learn from  
the clash, shock and thunder of 
w idely d iffe r in g  viewpoints.

Now a development of a sim­
ila r  type, but hard ly a forum  in 
the sense of a place where in ­
tim ate discussion takes place, has 
been organized in central Lon­
don by the- editors of Universi-
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ties and L e ft Review, a new
journal which, h igh ly publicized 
and h igh ly  successful, reflects 
the present ferm ent on the L e ft 
to the extent tha t intellectuals 
are involved in it. This is  its 
positive side. Its  weakness 
(shared by The New Reasoner) 
is  th a t the views o f working- 
class m ilitants, of those who 
have refused to disarm them­
selves by casting aside Marxism, 
find  lit t le  or no expression in 
its  columns. The “ U &LR  Club”  
is attended by some 200 to 500 
people, mostly young people, and 
a high proportion of them stu­
dents who flock to hear speak­
ers on politica l and cu ltura l sub­
jects. The a le rt and contentious 
atmosphere is reminiscent of the 
Th irties, of the L e ft Book Club 
and S olidarity w ith  Spain. ,

W hile  many of the contribu­
tions embody the illusions bred 
by twelve years of fu ll employ­
ment and prosperity, the suc­
cess o f the U&)LR club does 
m ark the end of the bored, cyn­
ical, “ couldn’t  care less”  post­
war apolitical phase among 
th ink ing  young people in  B r it ­
a in; i t  shows th a t the “ A ngry 
Young Men”  who refuse to be 
committed po litica lly  and who 
express inchoate resentment at 
the vapourings and fa ilures of 
the ir elders are even now g iv ing 
place to a reawakening of in te r­
est in socialist politics.

In  the ir development the lo ­
cal forums have now, as i t  seems 
to me, reached a kind o f w ater­
shed. This was brought out very 
clearly a t the conference o f the 
London socialist forums last 
weekend. Broadly speaking, there 
are two general trends w ith in  
them. -There are those who see 
the forums, as the beginnings, i f  
not of a new politica l party  w ith 
its own program, aims and dis­
cipline, at any rate of a definite 
“ forum poin t of view”  distinct 
from  tha t of any other organiza­
tion and not conterminous w ith  
a M arx is t point of view.

On the other hand, there are 
those who feel th a t by defin i­
tion the forums are places where 
people o f d iffe ren t views ex­
change them and in the course 
of such exchanges c la rify  the ir 
ideas and a tta in  a be tter under­
standing of the tasks now fac­
ing  B ritish  socialists. These la t­
te r would add tha t while the fo ­
rums ought most de fin ite ly  to 
continue as independent discus­
sion centers, any attem pt to turn 
them into independent centers of 
politica l leadership would mean 
th e ir ceasing to exist as forums, 
and hence would substantia lly re­
duce the ir a ttractive power fo r 
the next wave o f Communist 
P arty  members coming into con­
f l ic t  w ith  S ta lin is t practice and 
theory.

Most o f those adhering to 
this second view, which won the 
day at the conference, have now 
made up the ir minds th a t the 
place fo r  M arxists to w ork is 
inside the Labor Party, where 
they have the best opportunity 
fo r  helping the B ritish  workers 
(whose politica l expression the 
Labor P arty  is) to generalize 
from  th e ir experiences and to 
see more clearly the road ahead. 
To the f ir s t  trend of opinion the 
forums are a h a p p y  hunting 
ground fo r sects, whose attempts 
to "capture”  the forums are an 
amusing fie ld  of study.

The second trend has succeeded 
in getting w ritten  in to  the con­
stitu tion  and aims o f the forum 
movement (in  London, at any 
rate) a guarantee tha t no sec­
tion can “ capture”  the forums, 
and tha t they w ill remain fo ­
rums. I f  the discussions lead to 
a m a jo rity  o f partic ipants fin d ­
ing the ir way in to  the B ritish  
Labor Party  in order to strength­
en the fig h t o f the L e ft in  face 
o f the employers’ and govern- 
attack on the workers, then that 
is a ll to the good.

Russian Revolution as It Really Was
«I-

HISTO RY OF TH E  RUSSIAN  
REVOLUTION hy Leon Trot­
sky. Translated by Max East­
man. Published by the Univer­
sity of Michigan Press, Ann 
Arbor. Mich., 1957. Pages: 1,335. 
$12.50.

A Soviet lite ra ry  publication 
recently announced ' tha t from  
now on “ w rite rs and scientific 
researchers’’ w ill have access to 
the Central State Archives on 
the October Revolution and sub­
sequent events in the USSR. 
One must ask the question: what 
sources have been available to 
■Soviet historians up to now?

O FFIC IA L  HISTORY
The fa c t is th a t the 40th 

anniversary o f the Russian 
Revolution finds o ffic ia l Soviet 
h istoriography in a shambles. 
The unravelling of the cu lt of 
Stalin since the “ revelations”  of 
Khrushchev has le ft the Soviet 
Union w ithou t a single au­
thorita tive  o ffic ia l h istory of 
the revolution which brought i t  
in to  being.

The opening up of the State 
archives after many decades is 
one m o r e  symptom of the 
mounting demand of Soviet in­
tellectuals and youth for the 
truth about the Russian revolu­
tion and its subsequent degen­
eration. The consignment by the 
20th Congress ■ of official So­
viet histories into the museum
of aberrations has reawakened 
a world-wide interest in the
writings of Leon Trotsky.

For th is reason the new edi­
tion o f the H is to ry  o f the Rus­
sian Revolution by Trotsky, one 
o f the leaders of tha t great 
event, is most • welcome.

In  his preface T ro tsky writes, 
“ The h istory o f a revolution is 
fo r us f ir s t  of a ll a h is to ry of 
the forcib le entrance o f the
masses in to  the realm of ru ler- 
ship over th e ir own destiny.”  
In  his work the author shows 
tha t the source of every major 
event in  the Russian Revolu­
tion can be traced to the pro­
found po litica l processes occur­
r in g  in the mass movement i t ­
self. The fa te  o f the m ultitude 
of leaders and politica l parties 
tha t played a role in the rev­
olution is understood in itd  
connection w ith  the developing 
class struggle. Bread, peace 
and land —  the demands tha t 
moved the mass into a'ction—

Co-Leaders o f the Russian Revolution
(•»years tha t h a v e  transpired 

since the Russian Revolution to 
know the importance of th is 
event fo r  the w o r  1 d w orking 
class. One cannot begin to ta lk  
about socialism w ithou t explain­
ing. the nature of the present re­
gime in  the 'Soviet Union.

Some who learned the tru th  
about Stalinism  fo r  the f ir s t  
time a fte r the 20th Congress, 
experienced such disillusionment

th a t only a tem porary disorien­
ta tion could result. Others, 
however, seek a new and confi­
dent beginning through the to r­
tuous method o f rediscovering 
the past o f the ir whole move­
ment in ternationally. For them 
tru th  is a source o f inspiration. 
But d if f ic u lt  o r easy, there is 
no other way. For them the' 
H is to ry  o f the Russian Revolu­
tion  w ill prove invaluable.

LE N IN  ( le ft)  and TROTSKY together led th e  Russian working class to v ictory in  the revo­
lution o f 19.17. The events th a t brought the workers to power fo r  the f ir s t  tim e were sub­
sequently distorted and concealed by the S ta lin n t fa ls ifie rs  of h istory. W ith  the new upsurge 

of the Russian workers and youth, a search fo r  the true history o f these events has begun.

tested a ll leaders, a ll parties 
and a ll governments.

The role of the Bolshevik 
party  from  February to Octo­
ber yields the only concrete 
lesson in  the science and a r t of 
successful leadership of prole­
ta rian  revolution tha t history 
has provided. We see not a 
band of power-hungry conspira­
tors, as cap ita lis t observers 
portrayed the revolution, nor a 
collegium of in fa llib le  priests, 
as Stalin represented the party  
o f Lenin, but a liv ing  organ

revolution, and fin a lly  the Oc­
tober days, the “ ten days that 
shook the w orld.”

Tro tsky records the h istory 
and draws the lessons of each ex­
perience. As a result, th is work 
is an indispensable tool fo r 
those who would struggle fo r 
world socialism.

The Russian Revolution had 
a profound effect on the world 
w orking class and the colonial 
people. The socialist movement 
everywhere experienced a deep- 
going sp lit— fo r the revolution

ism, correcting its  mistakes, at I or against it .  The victorious
times in  a crisis atmosphere, 
function ing w ith  d irect ties to 
the workers’ movement and 
capable of providing the organ­
iz ing  center fo r  the whole class 
in its  assault on capital.

In  meticulous and dramatic 
detail T ro tsky unfolds each 
stage of the revolution: the
overthrow of the Czar, the po­
lit ica l ru le  o f the liberals, the 
experience w ith  coalition poli­
tics and the parties tha t prac­
ticed it, the struggle to w in the 
peasants to the side of the 
workers, the attempted counter

revolution lifte d  M arxism  to a 
new level. From M arx ’s scien­
t i f ic  analysis o f the laws of 
po litica l economy, the chapter 
of the struggle f o r  workers’ 
power opened. The M arxist 
conception o f irreconcilable class 
struggle, now proved in  action, 
was accepted by m illions and 
provided the basis fo r the ap­
pearance o f the young ' com­
munist international.

The lite ra ry  apologists fo r 
capitalism instinctive ly  reacted 
to the establishment of t h e  
f i r s t  workers state* w ith  ■ ‘‘mas-'

S.F. Candidates Take 
Program to Local Unions

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 25 —  W ith  election day 
nearing, Nov. 5, the socialist candidates fo r  the Board o f 
Supervisors, Frank Barbaria and Joan Jordan, are stepping 
up the ir ac tiv ity . So fa r  they i t

sive re ta lia tion ”  in  the form  
of a to rren t o f lies and slan­
ders. The young Soviet regime 
fough t back— in the days of 
Lenin a n d  Trotsky—by ex­
hausting every possib ility  fo r 
making the tru th  known about 
the ir revolution.

But w ith  the development o f 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy, the 
past, the tru th , became an em­
barrassment. For Stalin and the 
new-rich he /represented, the 
conceptions’ tha t animated the 
old Bolshevik party  were u tte r­
ly  alien. The “ fo rm ”  o f Bolshe­
vism was often, and necessarily, 
le ft  intact. But the content was 
vitiated. And lest someone ob­
serve the s ligh t o f hand, the 
archives were closed and h is­
to ry  was w ritten  to f i t  the bu­
reaucratic needs.

I t  has become fashionable fo r 
some socialists in the U.S. to 
view the “ setting r ig h t o f yes­
terday”  as an im portan t task 
fo r  academicians but of l it t le  
moment to socialists concerned 
w ith  tomorrow. Yet one has on­
ly  ,to  glance a t the h is to ry o f 
thh radical movement in  the 40

have visited 37 unions and 18 
civic and po litica l organizations.

The socialist candidates have 
been in jecting issues into an 
otherwise issueless campaign. A t 
a candidates’ meeting held by 
the N AAC P last week, one of 
the cap ita lis t candidates fe lt  so 
pressed fo r  a reason to ask fo r  
support th a t he leaned on one 
of his ancestors. He had done 
nothing about public power —  an 
issue raised by the socialists — 
but boasted tha t his grandfather 
had been instrum ental in secur­
ing  the city-owned power and 
w ater dam fo r  San Francisco.

A D V IC E  —  KEEP Q U IE T
Other cap ita lis t candidates 

have complained th a t the so­
cialists are ra is ing  “ settled”  
issues. One in  pa rticu la r who 
voted fo r  the emasculated ver­
sion o f a F a ir Employment 
Practices law  passed by the 
Board o f Supervisors a few 
months ago, charged th a t ta lk ­
ing  about discrim ination now 
would only “ arouse r a c i a l  
antagonism.”

'Frank Barbaria and Joan 
Jordan have demanded passage 
o f an amendment to the or­
dinance to elim inate its  secret 
proceedings and make i t  enfor­
ceable. “ We th ink ,”  said Bar-

. . .  New York SWF Speaks Out
(Continued from  page 1)

Gates was made last year,”  the 
Socialist W orkers nominee con­
tinued, “ i t  touched o ff a strong 
city-w ide protest a m o n g  stu­
dents and supporters o f aca­
demic freedom generally. I  hope 
very much tha t the present de­
cision to keep Miss F lynn from  
partic ipa ting  in today’s discus­
sion w ill spark an even strong­
er protest and w ill serve to 
put an end to th is  practice of 
depriving students o f the ir 
r ig h t to hear all viewpoints.”

“ As you know,”  Zuckoff said, 
“ We o f the Socialist Workers 
Party  have profound differences 
w ith Miss F lynn and the Com­
munist Party. But we demand 
tha t she be given her basic dem­
ocratic r ig h t to free speech. To 
bar her from expressing her 
views on any grounds is wrong. 
And the grounds that have been 
given are particu la rly  reprehen­
sible.

“ L ike every other v ic tim  o f the 
Smith Act, Miss F lynn did not 
put in a prison stretch fo r any­
th ing she- did. 'She was ra il­
roaded to prison solely fo r  her 
ideas,”  said Zuckoff. “ And even 
according to present standards of 
‘justice ’ she has already paid 
the price fo r expressing her

views when she completed her 
term  in ja il. To now declare 
tha t she or any other v ictim  of 
the Smith ‘Gag’ A ct is also to 
be deprived o f the ir r ig h t to 
free speech afterwards is a cruel, 
double blow at individual libe r­
ties.”

COW LEY ON TV
Meanwhile, the entire Social­

is t Workers P arty  ticke t has 
continued to x>ress hard on the 
issue of c iv il liberties in this 
campaign. In  a spirited television 
in terview  sponsored by the C it i­
zens Union last Sunday, Joyce 
Cowlev, Socia list W orkers P arty  
candidate fo r  mayor struck solid 
blows on the issue. In reply to 
a red-bating question by one of 
the panel of interviewers on the 
“ subversive”  lis t, Miss Cowley 
cut the ground from under her 
questioner w b e n  she declared 
tha t she did not th ink  much of 
a lis t tha t pretended to concern 
itse lf w ith  “ force and violence”  
and ignored the force and v i­
olence organized by Governor 
Faubus of Arkansas against the 
Negro school children of L ittle  
Rock.

In  an impressive demonstration 
of seasoned campaigning, the So­
c ia lis t W orkers Party spokesman

utilized the barrage of questions 
from  the panelists to present 
her pa rty ’s views on the p rin - 
cinal issues in this campaign. 
When her demand fo r  an ex­
panded p r o g r a m  o f low - cost 
housing, new school construction 
and greater social service fa c ili­
ties evoked the inevitable ques­
tion, “ But where do you propose 
to get the money to do these 
th ings?”  Miss Cowley le ft her 
questioner v is ib ly  startled by re­
plying, “ You know I ’m .always 
surprised when people ask tha t 
question. ^

“ A fte r a ll,”  she continued, 
“ New York is the richest c ity  
in  the world. W hy should we 
have any problem in  raising the 
monev fo r these necessary p ro j­
ects?”

“ But I  see by your program,”  
an interview er interjected, “ tha t 
you’re onposed to the C ity  Sales 
tax.”  “ O f course I  am,”  Miss 
Cowley replied, “ the sales ta x  is 
an u n fa ir burden on the w orking 
people. I  th ink  i t  would 'be a 
good idea to substitute a five  
percent sales tax on stock and 
bond transactions.”

“ You mean you’re fo r  some 
kind of a ‘tax the rich ’  pro­
gram ?”  countered the panelist.

Successful N.Y. Election Rally Held
By Rutlh Norton

N EW  YORK, Oct. 25.—Speak­
ing at a ra lly  ton igh t in  support 
o f the Socialist Workers Party 
ticket, Vincent Hallinan, the 
T952 Progressive Party Presiden­
tia l candidate, h it  vigorously at 
the idea tha t labor or the radical 
movement can gain by support­
ing tfee Democratic Party. The 
best way fo r New York social­
ists to  advance the ir cause, he 
said, is to pile up the biggest 
vote possible fo r the Socialist 
Workers Party  candidates even 
though they m ight d iffe r w ith 
the Socialist Workers Party on 
various questions. i

In  a w ithe ring  critic ism  of the 
support being extended to the 
Democrats by the Communist 
Party, Hallinan said, “ I  don’t 
know how many times you have 
to be kicked in the face by a 
man to discover tha t he is your 
enemy. . . These very people are 
r ig h t now holding parties to 
greet the ir friends ju s t out of 
the penitentiaries into which they 
were thrown by H a rry  Truman 
and the Democratic Party . . . In  
mature people, this k ind o f per­

sistence can no longer be called 
a v irtue .”

Joyce Cowley, Socialist W ork­
ers P arty  candidate fo r  Mayor, 
gave the meeting hard facts on 
the reactionary record of the 
Tammany adm inistration in New 
Y ork  under Wagner and outlined 
the key planks in the SWIP p la t­
fo rm  on housing, Jim  Crow, the 
school system and c iv il liberties. 
She then went on to an elo­
quent exposition o f w hat a so­
cia lis t New Y ork in a socialist 
America could be like.

M U R IE L  Me A VO Y
In  a deeply moving address, 

Mrs. C liffo rd  T. M cAvoy, widow 
of the late American Labor Par­
ty  leader, told the ra lly , “ I f  my 
husband had known tha t I  would 
be speaking here to you ton ight' 
I  know th a t be would have 
wanted me to give you his warm 
good wishes fo r  a fig h tin g  cam­
paign and a big vote on Novem­
ber 5th.”

Exp la in ing tha t her husband 
had hoped to head a united so­
c ia lis t ticke t in  th is election, 
Mrs. iMcAvoy said tha t when his

hopes proved premature, “ C lif f 
was happy th a t the Socialist 
Workers P a rty  stood f irm ly  by 
the princip le of independent la ­
bor po litics; tha t i t  refused to 
become involved w ith  fu tile  and 
unsavory maneuvers, with- the 
Democratic P a rty ; tha t i t  did not 
perm it th is election, th is oppor­
tu n ity  to reach great numbers of 
people w ith  a socialist message, 
to go by default.

“ On C li f f ’s behalf, as well as 
my own,”  Mrs. McAvoy con­
cluded, “ I  bring greetings to ­
n igh t to  Joyce Cowley and her 
running mates and to a ll who 
have worked so well in this cam­
paign.”

T im  W ohlforth , managing ed­
ito r  of the Young Socialist, told 
the ra lly  th a t the newly-formed 
Socialist Youth Alliance in  New 
York had taken a stand in op­
position to both m ajor parties 
and favored support to  all in ­
dependent socialist candidates.

“ Personally, I  am urg ing the 
highest vote tha t can be mus­
tered fo r the Socialist W orkers 
Party  ticke t,”  W ohlfo rth  said.

“ Exactly,”  replied the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  nominee.

L illia n  Kiezel, the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  candidate fo r 
President of the C ity  Council, 
in a series of speeches a t New 
Y ork  churches and election sym- 
nosiums, has been focusing a t­
tention on the nroblem o f hous­
ing >n New Y ork and the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  program 
fo r  the wide-ooale construction of 
low-cost public housing. A t  an 
election symnosium at Green­
wich House, Oct. 28, she evoked 
a marked svmDathetic response 
from  the audience as she cited 
facts and figures on the number 
of children b itten bv ra ts in  tlv> 
tenement areas of New York 
each year. This issue had been 
trag ica lly  brought to  the fro n t 
pages last week w ith  the story 
of an in fan t in Harlem whose 
bones were so ho rrib ly  m u ti­
lated 'by ra t bites tha t he w ill 
be permanently crippled.

A lv in  (Berman, the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  candidate fo r 
Brooklyn Borough President, is 
continuing to press his campaign 
despite being ruled o ff the ba l­
lo t by the Board of Elections. 
H is petition  was challenged by 
individuals associated w ith  the 
candidacy of the Tam m any 
wheelhorse, John Cashmore, who 
is running w ith  the endorsement 
of the Republicans, Democrats 
and Liberals.

In  th is  drive, Berman has the 
support o f the National Guard­
ian. In  an Oct. 28 editoria l 
statement, the Guardian endorsed 
the city-jv ide Socialist Workers 
Party  ticke t and in addition 
urged “ in  Brooklyn, a w rite -in  
vote fo r  A lv in  Berman, SWP 
candidate fo r Borough President, 
whose name was ruled o ff the 
ballot although he had 7,000 sig­
natures when 5,000 were needed 
fo r  a place.”

(Begnan w ill partic ipate in  an 
election symposium at Brooklyn 
College Nov. 4 sponsored by the 
Debs 'Society.

Throughout, the Socialist W ork­
ers P arty  candidates have done 
a firs t-ra te  job o f 'bringing the ir 
socialist program to a maximum 
number o f New Yoi-kers. Their 
campaign was greatly strength­
ened by the independent sup­
port extended to them by V in ­
cent. H allinan, the 1952 Pro­
gressive P arty  Presidential can­
didate; Mrs. C liffo rd  T. McAvoy, 
widow o f the late American La­
bor P arty  leader; T im  W ohl­
fo rth , Managing E d ito r o f the 
Young Socialist, as well as by 
the N ational Guardian.

. . .  Purge Seen 
In Zhukov Ouster

(Continued from  page 1) 
the formula by which Molotov, 
Malenkov and Kaganovich were 
removed to remote areas of the 
USSR, fa r  from the levers o f 
power and contact w ith  the ir 
machines inside the bureau­
cracy.

Khrushchev appreciates th a t 
S ta lin ’s method of dealing w ith  
defeated opponents was fin a l 
and tha t exile is risky, but times 
have changed. The Soviet w ork­
ing  class is in  no mood( to 
to lerate “ Confession”  tr ia ls  or 
blood purges. I t  is determined to 
block any re tu rn  to the dark 
days o f S ta lin is t te rro r. The ex­
ecution o f Zhukov m igh t be ju s t 
the spark required to cause a 
popular explosion. Khrushchev 
must consequently spare his 
defeated opponents; though the 
possib ility  th a t a sharp tu rn  in 
the po litica l re lationship of 
forces in  the country, o r merely 
inside the bureaucracy, m ight 
bring  them back onto the scene 
must give him many a nervous 
moment.

Though the Soviet masses have 
no love fo r  the privileged o fficer 
caste o f the armed forces, which 
wields excessive and a rb itra ry  
powers over the rank and file , 
nonetheless o f a ll elements in the 
top bureaucracy the m ilita ry  is 
the least detested. They do not 
play a d irect role in  the economic 
oppression o f the masses. N ot 
they, b u t the secret police bear 
the onus o f po litica l sup­
pression o f the people. More­
over, by leading the arm y to v ic­
to ry  over the Nazi invasion they 
have won from  the masses the 
grudging tribute , given to no 
other section o f the privileged 
bureaucracy, th a t they at least 
have done something to earn 
th e ir keep. ■

PRESSURE OF MASS
Public opinion in  the USSR has 

grea tly  increased in  power since 
the war. Pressing like  a glacier 
on the bureaucracy as a whole, 
i t  has won some de-Stalinization 
and other concessions. B ut as yet 
th is pressure is confined to in ­
d irect po litica l intervention, to  
attem pting to  p u t its  w eight 
behind “ lesser evils”  among the 
contending factions o f the bureau­
cracy. The bureaucracy realizes 
th is and tries to u tilize  public 
fee ling  only w ith in  very careful 
lim its . A  peril fo r  the whole 
bureaucarcy is th a t one faction 
may be tempted to overstep these 
narrow  lim its . I f  the door to 
po litica l a c tiv ity  .is opened 
enough fo r  the masses to pu t 
the ir foo t in, they w ill1 burst 
i t  wide open. Then the whole 
bureaucracy stands in danger of 
losing its  privileges and power.

Zhukov, most popular o f the 
generals because S ta lin  persecut­
ed him, was in a position to  get 
some mass support. This made i t  
im perative fo r  Khrushchev to 
receive him quickly.

baria, “ th a t the ordinance is a 
step forward. B u t i t  is not strong 
enough to do the job. Dis­
crim ination is an in tegra l p a rt 
o f the cap ita lis t system and w ill 
not be eliminated by laws th a t 
don’t  mean business. I  don’t  th ink  
i t  is arousing racial antagonism 
to propose a lit t le  b it  o f enforce­
ment.”

The People’s W orld, unoffic ia l 
voice o f the Communist P arty  
on the West Coast, gave its  re a j-  
crs objective reports on the 
campaign o f Barbaria and Jordan 
on two .occasions. On Oct. 5 the 
PW quoted statements o f V in ­
cent H a llinan  and W arren K . 
B illings endorsing the two So­
c ia lis t candidates. And on Oct. 
26 the PW  reported the views 
of the socialist candidates on the 
FEP ordinance and Frank Bar- 
haria’s demand fo r  enforce­
ment.

On Oct. 19, the PW  published 
in its  reader column a slander­
ous le tte r from  a reader, A rchie 
Brown, attacking Barbaria and 
Jordan as “ known disrupters” ' 
and “ inveterate enemies o f the 
lands of Socialism.”  However, on 
Oct. 26 the PW  published a rep ly 
to Brown fro m  George H itch ­
cock, well-known, San Francisco 
p layw righ t and Chairman o f the 
Independent Socialist Forum . 
Hitchcock wrote:

DEM AN D  FOR TR U TH
“ Since you [the People’s 

W orld ] have opened your columns 
(Oct. 19) to a v itr io lic  a ttack 
by Archie Brown on the candi­
dacy o f two Socialist W orkers 
P arty  members fo r  the San Fran­
cisco Board o f Supervisors, I  
th ink  elementary fa irness and 
democracy calls fo r  the p rin ting  
o f d iffe r in g  opinions by other 
subscribers.

“ Le t me say,”  continues H itch - 
cook, “ tha t like  V incent H allinan 
and W arren B illings, I  have 
endorsed the candidacy o f F rank 
B arbaria  and Joan Jordan a l­
though I  am in  no way a ffilia ted  
w ith  the SWP and have profound 
differences w ith  them on many 
questions, including t h e i r  
estimate o f Soviet a ffa irs .

“ However, like  many other 
socialists o f my acquaintance,”  
said Hitchock, “ I  question 
neither the ir ¡sincerity o r courage 
in running fo r  office on a so­
c ia lis t p la tform . The ir p la tfo rm  
is excellent, they arc both w ork­
ing people and should, I  th ink, 
be supported by a ll socialist- 
minded voters, ¡as th e ir opposi­
tion consists solely o f business­
men, lawyers, and the like .”

The election campaign w il l  
w ind up w ith  an Oct. 30 ra lly  
a t which the candidates and inde­
pendent socialist supporters w ill 
speak.
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Was Union Democracy Served?
The AFL-C IO  executive c o u n c i l  

suspended the Intfernationa'l Brotherhood 
o f Teamsters Oct. 24 on charges o f 
domination hy corrupt elements. The 
Council’s resolution said tha t suspension 
would be lifted  i f  the Teamsters “ remove 
and bar from  office”  certain o ffic ia ls in­
cluding James H offa  and agree to allow 
a special committee appointed by the 
Council to “ clean up”  the IBT. I f  these 
terms are not met, states the resolution, 
the Council w ill recommend expulsion o f 
the Teamsters from  the AFL-C IO  a t the 
federation’s convention Dec. 5.

In explaining its  action the council 
said the AFL-C IO  constitution “ requires, 
and the 1,400,000 members o f the 
Teamsters union are entitled to have a 
clean union.”

I f  the AFL-C IO  tops were interested 
in  helping the rank-and-file teamsters to 
clean out the corrupt IB T  bureaucrats, 
they would throw  th e ir fu ll weight 
behind a campaign fo r  union democracy 
w ith in  the IB T  and w ith in  the rest o f the 
labor movement as well. B ut Meany, 
Dubinsky, Reuther and Co. fear union 
democracy ju s t as the IB T  leaders do. 
N e ither group o f privileged 'bureaucrats 
is w illing  to defend the fu ll righ ts  of 
opposition —  w ithou t which democracy 
is impossible, or to encourage rank-and- 
file  in itia tive , participation and control.

Instead, the AFL-C IO  leaders ignore 
the rank and file , high-handedly suspend 
the teamster membership from  the A F L - 
CIO and then set up absurd terms —  
demanding tha t certain IB T  bureaucrats 
remove themselves. On top o f tha t they 
want the whole IB T  put under a “ trustee­

ship”  o f the AFL-CIO  Executive Council.
In th is  way they add another an ti­

democratic weapon to the ir arsenal, an­
other precedent o f bureaucratic control 
from  the top.

The AFL-C IO  Executive Council is not 
interested in  extending union democracy 
or in fig h tin g  corruption, only in  running 
scared before the attacks o f  the news­
papers, the corporations, and the com­
m ittee headed by Senator McClellan, the 
arch-reactionary friend  o f Governor 
Faubus and advocate o f a national “ r ig h t 
to w ork”  law.

A  f ig h t fo r union democracy is the 
only answer to corruption ' in ' the labor 
movement and to defense o f the unions 
against the attacks o f the Senators, the 
newspapers, and the corporations. I f  the 
expulsion takes place, Dec. 5, unions w ill 
be f ig h tin g  unions instead o f the ir 
enemies a t the veyy moment when labor 
should have maximum so lidarity to meet 
the anti-labor offensive.

Not even two years have passed since 
the  A F L  and CIO merged together w ith  
the promise o f e lim inating all ju risd ic tion ­
al. dnter-union squabbles. Now, a t the bid­
ding o f the labor-hating Senator from  
Arkansas, Reuther and Meany are 
threatening the workers w ith  a new 
split.

I t  should be clear to all tha t i f  the. labor 
movement is to defend itse lf in the period 
ahead it  w ill require a f ig h t against these 
disorganizes o f the organized and a 
restoration of m ilita n t union democracy 
in the AFL-C IO  as well as in  the 
Teamsters.

Workers Councils in Hungary

Freedom — State Dep’t Style
I f  ever there were a clear-cut, test case 

o f what the U.S. State Department means 
when i t  says i t  wants to save small na­
tions fo r the “ free world,”  Guatemala is 
it .  The State Department has had a com­
pletely free hand to carry out its  policies in 
Guatemala sinfce 1954 when i t  engineered 
the coup o f Colonel Carlos Castillo Armas 
and overthrew the elected government of 
the liberal reform er Arbenz Guzman.

Since then, the Guatemala governments 
have boasted o f the ir allegiance to U.S. 
policies and have made no secret o f the 
fac t tha t U.S. representatives are con­
sulted on all im portant decisions.

The U.S. government and the U.S. 
capita list press consistently hailed Castillo 
Armas as a model statesman o f the “ free 
world.”  A fte r Castillo’s assassination last 
July, they gave complete support to the 
succeeding government o f Luis Gonzalez 
Lopez and assured the world th a t th is 
government would conduct free elections 
to f i l l  the next fu ll presidential term.

Throughout, the U.S. backed its  regime 
in  Guatemala w ith  huge amounts of 
financia l and m ilita ry  aid. Including 
figures fo r  the current fiscal year, the 
U.S. has pumped in $76 b illion. W hat is 
the result o f a ll th is  U.S. control in 
Guatemala?

“ According to o ffic ia l figures,”  says 
the Oct. 20 N. Y. Times, “ ru ra l wages, 
a ffecting  the m a jo rity  o f Guatemala’s 
largely Indian population o f 3,350,000 
have gone down instead o f up in the last 
three years.”  “ There is evidence,”  says 
the Times, “ tha t the monetary prosperity 
has failed to permeate to the lower levels

o f Guatamalan society,”  and the old 
problems o f lack o f industria l develop­
ment ahd dependence on one crop have 
persisted.

In  other words, economically Guatemala 
is s till a colony exploited by the U.S. 
coffee and f r u it  corporations and her 
poverty stricken population is hungrier 
than ever. W hat about politically?

The presidential election was held Oct. 
20. The largest party  in the country, the 
Revolutionary Party, was banned from  
the ballot on the charge tha t i t  is “ Com­
m unist in filtra te d .”  The three parties 
allowed on the ballot have a combined 
fo llow ing o f less than th a t of the Revo­
lu tionary Party, according to a conser­
vative estimate and are all righ t-w ing  
groups.

When the results o f the election were 
announced, g iv ing the v ic to ry  to Miguel 
O rtiz Passarelli, the leading legal opposi­
tion accused the government o f fraud in 
the elections. Mass demonstrations in 
support o f th is charge swept the capital 
c ity  and a m ilita ry  jun ta  took over, 
accepted the resignation o f the p rovi­
sional government and adm itted tha t the 
elections had been fraudulent. The jun ta  
then turned the government over to  the 
second vice-president o f the old Armas 
regime, Guillermo Flores Avendano, who 
ds supposed to hold new elections in  the 
fu ture . These elections, however, w ill also 
confine the choice to one o f the m ino rity  
righ t-w ing  groups.

That’s the state o f democracy in  the 
test case o f U.S. capitalism ’s “ free 
world.”

Meany’s Sordid Role in UN
Dr. W. E. B. DuBois, in ternationally 

known historian, and one of the founders 
o f the NAACP demanded th a t the United 
Nations forb id  “ our enemies to speak fo r 
us.”  DuBois lashed out against George 
Meany, AFL-C IO  president, who “ under­
took to  te ll you [the U N ] o f the success 
which the U.S. has made in  the social 
progress o f colored people.”

Pointing to the abysmal record o f 
discrim ination in Meany’s, old A FL, DuBois 
asserted tha t many unions under Meany’s 
ju risd iction  s till exclude colored people. 
DuBois also a ffirm ed th a t immediately 
follow ing the Supreme Court decision 
declaring segregation unconstitutional, 
five  states w ith  six m illion Negro child- 
dren, declared the ir defiance o f the law 
and openly threatened armed resistance.

The protest o f DuBois is well taken. We 
have witnessed the sorry spectacle o f 
George Meany, in the face o f L it t le  Rock, 
where federal paratroopers had to bare 
bayonets so th a t nine children could go to 
school, apologizing fo r the crimes com­
m itted against the Negro people. The 
world was shaken by L it t le  Rock, but 
Meany l'an interference fo r the U.S. State 
Department —  te lling  the United Nations

By Shane Mage ®
‘On Nov. 7 o f last year the 

workers council o f Dunapentele 
addressed th is  appeal to the 
¡Russian soldiers who had been 
sent in to 'Hungary to restore 
S ta lin is t ru le :’ “ Y o u r'S ta te  was 
created a t the cost o f bloody 
fig h tin g  so th a t you could have 
freedom. Today is the th ir ty -  
n inth ’anniversary o f tha t rev­
olution. Why do you want to 
crush our liberty?  You can see 
tha t i t  is not factory proprie­
tors, not landowners, and not 
the bourgeoisie who have taken 
up arms against you, but the 
Hungarian people, who are f ig h t­
ing desperately fo r  the same 
righ ts  you fought fo r in  1917.”

The Hungarian workers thus 
sensed the profound lin k  be­
tween the Hungarian revolution 
of 1956 and the Russian rev­
olution o f November 1917. 
Both were socialist revolutions, 
both were proletarian revolu­
tions, and, most dramatic, both 
were soviet revolutions.

The ha llm ark o f a great rev­
olution is th a t the masses break 
through into the politica l Siena 
and take an active pa rt in 
shaping th e ir own historical 
destiny. To prevent this, to 
keep the masses in the ir age- 
old servitude, is the most im ­
portan t aim o f every social or­
der. N atu ra lly , when the mas­
ses at last find  the ir voice in 
the tempest of revolution, they 
cannot use the old social in s ti­
tu tions o f church and state 
whose highest purpose was to 
s tifle  the ir voice.

The masses must create new 
institu tions to express the ir 
revolutionary w ill. And, in ev­
ery great revolution, they have 
created such institu tions, under 
the most varied names and 
form s: the nonconformist meet- 
tin g  (England), the committee 
o f correspondence (Am erica), 
the section assembly (France), 
the speak - bitterness meeting 
(China), and the workers’ coun­
c il which became known to the 
w orld under its Russian name, 
the Soviet.

There is nothing arbitrary or

When East European Workers Rose

The revolutionary mood of the workers in East Europe can be seen in th is view o f a mass 
meeting held at the Zeran p lant in  Warsaw in  1956. The form ation of workers councils in ’ Poland 
and Hungary showed the way they w ili end bureaucratic rule and establish workers demo­
cracy. Chief S ta lin is t complaint against w orkers ’ councils is the ir “ tendency”  to  enter in to  
po litica l struggle.

accidental in the development 
of the workers’ council form. 
The revolutionary class in mod­
ern industrial society is t h e

ry  trade union, organizes the 
workers as, a politica l class, not 
merely as an economic cate­
gory. And insofar as i t  takes

working“ class, and the power serious action to ca rry  out the
of the working class is based 
on the fact that it is concen­
trated by ' modern productive 
forces at the very heart of so­
cial power. '

The workers’ council organ­
izes the p ro le ta ria t s tr ic tly  
along class lines, s ta rting  from  
the basic u n it o f the factory 
and building up to represent 
the workers o f an entire geo­
graphical area. The soviet, as 
distinguished from  the ordina-

workers’ po litica l demands, the 
workers’ council tends to be­
come a new center of politica l 
power and sovereignty as a 
deadly revolutionary riva l to the 
old state apparatus.

Tha t is how i t  was in Hun­
gary. The Hungarian revolution 
broke out spontaneously and un­
expectedly, as a defensive re­
sponse of the workers and stu­
dents to the brutal provoca­
tions o f the secret police and

A FTER  L IT T L E  ROCK

Real Program of Moderates'
By George Lavan

tha t every day, in every way, th ings are 
getting better and better.

Federal intervention, said Mqany, was 
pa rt o f a “ peaceful revolution which has 
been going on fo r years.. .The struggle fo r 
equality o f opportun ity is succeeding,”  
crowed the demagogic spokesman fo r 
capitalism. W hile Negro freedom figh te rs  
w ith  mass protest actions are defending 
th e ir r ig h t to . d ign ity  and equality as 
human beings, Meany stepped out to assure 
the world tha t all is well.

V ictories o f the Negro people in  the 
f ig h t fo r equal righ ts  are won by the 
colored masses in b itte r struggle. Am er­
ica’s most oppressed are never the 
beneficiaries o f capitalism ’s generosity. 
The same th ing  is true fo r the entire labor 
movement. I t  is not fo r  Meany as the 
o ffic ia l head o f organized labor to  do the 
State Department’s gu tte r w ork a t the 
UN. His job  is to work in the interests of 
labor. He would do be tte r to  get the 
Southern Organizing Drive in to  gear to 
smash the whole rotten pattern o f Jim  
Crow and low wages th a t exists in Dixie. 
In  the UN Meany spoke fo r neither labor 
o r the Negro people. He spoke fo r  B ig  
Business.

The boast of Southern “mod­
erates,” l i k e  Gov. Collins of 
Florida and Gov. Hodges of 
North Carolina, that their anti­
integration programs are supe­
rior to those of the ranting Ne- 
grophobes, like Eastland a n d  
Byrnes, because their’s will get 
by the federal courts whereas 
th e  flagrantly segregationist 
programs will be declared un­
constitutional is b e i n g  borne 
out.

The U.S. Supreme Court has 
now upheld lower court deci­
sions declaring void the pupil 
placement acts of Louisiana and 
V irg in ia . But the test of F lo r­
ida’s pupil placement act is s till 
bouncing around in the lowpr 
courts w hile an appeal by a 
group of Negro parents to have 
N orth  Carolina’s act (modelled 
on F lorida ’s) declared unconsti­
tu tiona l has been refused by 
the high court (Carson et al, v. 
Warlick.). The Louisiana and 
V irg in ia  pupil placement acts 
were typical of all the Deep 
South p u p i l  placement acts 
openly n u llify in g  the (Supreme 
Court’s s c h o o l  desegregation 
ru ling. The Florida and N. C. 
pupil placement acts represent 
the "new look”  anti-in tegration 
program of the (Southern “ mod­
erates.”  A ctua lly  all these acts 
are v e r y  sim ilar. A layman 
m ight sum up the ir differences 
by saying the “ old look”  acts 
proclaim in the ir own provisions 
or by concurrent legislation that 
never, positive ly never can Ne­
gro children be placed in white 
schools, while the “ new look”  
legislation says “ hard ly ever”  
or leaves out the “ positively.”

In  F lorida not a single Ne­
gro child has yet been in te ­
grated. The atmosphere under 
“ moderate”  Gov. Collins may be 
sensed from  the two fo llow ing 
facts: 1) Gov. Collins has ju s t 
signed an act passed by the 
1 e g i s l a t u r e  empowering him 
to ■ close any school to which 
federal troops have been sent 
to enforce court-ordered in te ­
gration. 2) A  false rum or on 
the day of school opening in 
Pompano Beach th a t Negro stu ­
dents m ight attem pt to enroll 
in the white high school re ­
sulted in  police throw ing bar­
ricades around the school, stop­
ping autos and m aking all stu­
dents w alk through a police line 
scrutin izing the ir color. Police 
are investigating reports tha t 
a white man had been “ encour­
aging”  Negro students to enroll 
in  the white school and state 
tha t, i f  found, he w ill be in ­
dicted.

Gov. Hodges’ reputation as a 
“ moderate”  has been enhanced 
nationally  by the fa c t tha t there 
are now ten Negro children in 
fo rm erly  lily -w h ite  N.C. schools. 
There were eleven but Dorothy 
Counts, only Negro adm itted to

Harding H igh in  Charlotte, has 
been driven ou t by fa ilu re  of 
authorities to protect her from  
persecution and physical har­
assment. This token integration 
in North Carolina follows the 
strategy expressed by one of 
the law’s framers who saw it 
as at most permitting integra­
tion of one-tenth of 1%. This 
infinitesimal “sacrifice” w a s  
calculated to get the law past 
the federal courts and keep 
North Carolina’s schools 99.9% 
Jim Crow-. I t  should also be 
noted t h a t  “moderate” Gov. 
Hodges asked for such violent­
ly anti-NAACP legislation that 
the N. C. legislature felt con­
strained to refuse it.

Another pa rt of the strategy 
of the Southern “ moderates”  is 
to get the Negro organizations 
to “ cooperate”  by not pushing 
too hard fo r  in tegration. W hile 
such overtures and’ negotiations 
are na tu ra lly  conducted in se­
cret, the ir echoes have reached 
the press.

I t  is known tha t during the 
L it t le  Rock crisis those seek­
ing  to e ffect a compromise tried 
to persuade the Negroes to give 
up the attem pt to enroll the 
Negro children fo r  a year. But 
to  the credit o f the L itt le  liock 
N AAC P and i t  s leader, Daisy 
Bates the compromise bids were 
spumed— even when they were 
reduced to holding o ff fo r  a few 
weeks to allow  Gov. Faubus to 
save face. Just how strong the 
pressure on th e  L itt le  Rock 
N AAC P was, may be gleaned 
from  the fac t tha t the New 
Y ork  Times ed ito ria lly  deplored 
the fa c t th a t the Negro chil­
dren were sent to school the 
day fo llow ing Gov. F a u b u s ’ 
w ithdraw al rif the National 
Guard.

Wm. S tringer, chief of the 
Christian . S c i e n c e  M onitor’s 
Washington Bureau (Oct. 1) 
says: “ I t  is not realized gen­
era lly  tha t some o f t h e s e  
[Southern “ moderate” ] govern­
ors have even maintained con­
fiden tia l contacts w ith  the lo­
cal NAAGP. . . .  The NAACP, 
along w ith  in fluentia l moderate 
elements in t h e  communities, 
has agreed to ,th e  moderate pro­
grams o f desegregation which 
having begun in the colleges 
now are moving to the high’ 
schools w ith  great gradualness.”  
In  a lis t o f prerequisites fo r 
success of the moderate pro­
gram, which he hea rtily  favors, 
S tringer puts “ i f  the NAACP 
does not press its  lawsuits 
where there is strong deter 
m ination [against in teg ra tion ].”

I t  may or may not be as a re 
suit of such negotiations that 
Florida’s Gov. Collins could 
boast in his 1956 campaign for 
reelection that not only was 
there no integration but that 
there were no lawsuits pending

for admission of Negro children 
to white primary or secondary 
schools in Florida. I t  should 
also be noted that the South­
ern School News (Sept.) re­
ports: “By tacit agreement
there was no new pressure for 
desegregated schools as sessions 
began throughout Florida.” The 
October issue reports: “Flor­
ida opened its 1957-58 school 
year without a single attempt 
by a Negro to enter a white 
school.”

¡NAACP head Roy W ilk ins ’ 
recent speech a t the convention 
of the N orth  Carolina NAACP 
has been subjected to an un­
usually s h a r p  critic ism  by 
Washington correspondent Louis 
Lautier, the most w idely syn­
dicated columnist in the Negro 
press. Lau tie r attacks W ilk ins ’ 
speech fo r  weakness, round­
about language, and a measure 
of praise fo r  N orth  Carolina’s 
token integration.

Lau tie r adds: “ I f  i t  had not 
been fo r the witless action of 
Gov. Orval Faubus in calling 
out the A r k a n s a s  National 
Guard to bar the entry o f nine 
lit t le  colored children into the 
Central H igh School in L itt le  
Rock, informed sources say,1 the 
Southern Governors’ conference 
was ready to seek a compromise 
w ith  the N AAC P whereby to­
ken in tegration would have 
been undertaken in  several 
Southern cities on condition 
tha t the NAACP w o u l  d not 
press fo r  desegregation in com­
munities where local resistance 
is high.”

Since such deals would be all 
to the advantage of whiKe 
Southern o ffic ia ls i t  is  quite 
like ly  they have been planned 
and possibly offered to the Ne­
gro leaders. For t h e  Negro 
leadership to swallow such ba it 
would mean a te rrib le  disorien­
tation o f the (Negro struggle. 
The token desegregation tha t 
has taken place in N orth  Caro-, 
lina, Tennessee and Arkansas 
can be the th in  edge of the 
wedge i f  the Negro people 
maintain a struggle fo r  fu l l  in ­
tegration in  all states.

Even with such a battle the 
results will come piecemeal and 
slower than desired. But if 
their leaders compromise the 
demand for full compliance, if  
they become party to token and 
graduailistic deals, the results 
will dwindle and then stop. In ­
stead of the thin edge of an en­
tering wedge today’s token de­
segregation will become the end 
result, the officially accepted 
“solution” that the Southern 
racists, the administration, Big 
Business, as well as many lib­
erals and labor bureaucrats, 
who wish to preserve the Demo­
cratic Party’s unity, are so des­
perately seeking.

the intervention o f R lssian 
tanks. In  those last days of 
October, while the f ig h tin g  was 
a t its  hottest, the workers in 
every factory, in every c ity  in  
Hungary formed the ir own free­
ly  elected councils. These coun­
cils d irectly  took over the eco­
nomic life  of the country, and 
also took over po litica l power 
in most areas, either in  their, 
own name or as the most im ­
portant element o f the “ nation 
al committees”  which took power 
in some areas.

So sweeping was the move 
ment to create workers’ coun 
cils tha t as early as Oct. 26 the 
Hungarian trade unions, s till 
controlled by the old S ta lin ist 
leadership, actually, agreed to 
the form ation of workers’ coun 
cils: “ The praesidium of the
Trade-Union Federation recom­
mends the form ation o f work 
ers’ councils in a ll factories and 
workshops.”

By the beginning of Novem­
ber the workers’ councils and 
national committees, although 
they had no clear idea of the 
future course of the revolution, 
held political power so firmly  
that the national government
headed by Imre Nagy was able 
to. function only because it had 
their confidence. As Peter Fryer 
wrote, “effective power in Hun­
gary was divided between the
Nagy government, w h i c h  had 
the support of the people be­
cause it reflected their will—  
and the armed people them­
selves. .

A fte r  the second Russian in ­
tervention on Nov. 4 the w ork­
ers’ councils emerged as the 
sole center o f opposition to the 
K rem lin and its  Kadar “ govern­
ment.”  The next month and a 
ha lf saw a struggle to death 
between the Hungarian soviets 
and, .the Kremlin-imposed gov­
ernment. The workers’ councils 
had the weapons o f general
strike and the isolation o f the 
regime from  the entire nation. 
The government had the weap­
ons o f hunger, cold, and m ili­
ta ry  force.

The classical means o f m ili­
ta ry  force and police te rro r
were not su ffic ien t to bi’eak the 
power o f the councils. In  the 
f ir s t  place, the problem o f the 
government was to re-establish 
its domination over the entire

©Hungarian w orking class. A1 
fron ta l a ttack on the workers' 
organizations w o u l d  merely 
make the struggle of the w ork­
ers more determined than ever 
And in the second place, the old 
police apparatus had been shak­
en almost to pieces by the rev­
olution. Time was necessary to 
rebuild the machine of repres­
sion and to b ring  the weapons 
of starvation and cold into fu l l  
play.

TH E  F IN A L  WEAPON
The S ta lin is t government there­

fore had to postpone as long as 
possible a fron ta l clash w ith  the 
w orking class. For th is reason i t  
called into plav its last, and deci­
sive weapon— deception. Even a ft­
er Nov. 4 many workers contin­
ued to have illusions about the 
motives (and powers) of Kadar. 
A fte r  a ll, they thought, th is 
man in the past was a sincere 
oppositionist and suffered to r­
ture under Rakosi. Surely i t  
must be possible to a rrive  a t 
a compromise w ith  him and w ith  
the Russians, a compromise by 
which something can yet be sal­
vaged from  the wreck of the rev­
olution.

These illusions were to prove 
fa ta l. Kadar “ recognized”  the 
councils, negotiated w ith  them, 
made all sorts of promises. In  
return, the workers’ councils 
suspended the general strike , 
resumed i t  whenever Kadar 
broke a promise ( fo r  instance, 
by kidnapping Im re N agy), sus­
pended i t  again a fte r each new 
“ compromise.”  Thus by a pol­
icy of compromise and concilia­
tion the Hungarian soviets le t 
slip the best moment fo r  an 
a ll-ou t struggle.

-By mid-December it  was too 
late. The K a d a r  government 
now was strong enough to ar-J 
rest the workers’ leaders and 
destroy the workers’ councils. 
I t  outlawed the national and 
Budapest workers’ councils on 
the grounds t h a t  they “have( 
preoccupied themselves with ex­
clusively political. questions with 
the objective of organizing a 
sort of second power, opposed 
to the State Power.”

N o better words than thi-s 
statement of the Kadar gov­
ernment could be found to ex­
press the real choice posed by 
the Hungarian revolution. On 

-the one hand the “ State Power”  
o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy? 
and on the other, the “ second 
power,”  the state power o f the 
Hungarian w ork ing  class exer­
cised through its  elected demo­
cratic bodies, t h e  W orkers’ 
Councils. And the threat o f cap­
ita lis t restoration.? I t  existed1, 
of course, but to smash i t  the 
Hungarian workers would mere­
ly  have had to exert the power 
that already lay  in the ir hands.

In  Hungary the S ta lin is t bu­
reaucracy was able to trium ph, 
thanks to overwhelming m ili­
ta ry  force. B u t its  trium ph 
w ill be ^short-lived. As the 
workers of Eastern Europe and 
Russia itself move forward to 
a genuine socialist democracy, 
and as the workers of thel 
“West” move toward a strug­
gle to destroy capitalism, they1 
will find inspiration in the ex­
amples of the Hungarian So­
viets of 1956 and the Russian 
Soviets 'of 1917.

The last word remains w ith  
the Hungarian workers, defeated 
ye t trium phant. Other nations 
w ill take up the socialist aspira­
tions expressed in the words of 
Sandor Racz, imprisoned leader 
o f the Budapest soviet: “ I  have 
a tranquil conscience because I  
have been the unfortunate 
spokesman fo r  the w il l  o f the’ 
workers and fo r  a ll those who 
have fough t fo r  the ideal o f a 
free, independent and neutra l 
Hungary and fo r  a socialist 
state.”

High Court Refuses Review 
Of 1 of 3  Sobell Motions

OCT. 31-—  The Supreme Court, Oct. 28, refused to 
review one o f the three motions put before i t  by the 
defenders o f Morton Sobell, A lcatraz prisoner serving a 
30-year term fo r  alleged “ con-*®
spiracy to commit espionage.”  
Two other motions have ye t to 
be dealt w ith  by the Court.

•Sobell’s lawyers petitioned the 
court fo r  a new tr ia l on the 
ground tha t its  decision of last 
Jiine, which condemned use of 
the F if th  Amendment as a means 
of discrediting a witness, ap­
plied to t h e  Rosenberg-Sobell 
t r ia l o f 1951.

The appeal b r ie f called atten­
tion to the fac t tha t Judge I r v ­
ing R. Kaufman had perm itted 
extensive and im proper cross-ex­
amination of E thel Rosenberg on 
her use of the ¡F ifth Amendment 
in a p re -tria l grand ju ry  hearing.

The ¡Supreme Court’s decision 
did not weigh the arguments fo r 
or against t h i s  contention. I t  
simply declined to consider the 
issue.

Despite the world-wide in te r­
est in th is case, despite the fac t 
th a t two people were executed 
and one is wasting his life  in

prison, the H igh Court has never 
given its  judgment on the tr ia l. 
I t  has never granted a review 
on past appeals.

However, there are s till two 
other motions before the Court. 
On the basis of e ither one, the 
Justices could open the case fo r  
a re-hearing. One motion is based 
on the fac t th a t the prosecution 
used perjured evidence to con­
vince the ju ry  tha t Sobell had 
attempted “ an escape”  to Mex­
ico. The other concerns v io lation 
o f the extradiction trea ty  o f 
th is  country w ith  Mexico.

New evidence has been ob­
tained, a fte r long years o f w ork 
by the Committee to Secure Jus­
tice fo r  M orton Sobell, tha t 
proves conclusively the prisoner’s 
account of events leading up to. 
th is tr ia l. I t  also proves con­
clusively tha t the prosecution 
constructed a frame-up against 
Sobell.



The Flu Faccine Scandal
—— — — — . By Morris Zuckoff ————

me MILITANT
One indice o f the advance o f society is 

its  a ttitude toward those who are i l l  and 
to  illness. P rim itive  and medieval society 
used w itch doctors and incantations to 
exorcise evil sp irits  tha t ostensibly entered, 
into the body, thus causing disease. 
Modern society is aware th a t illness 
results, not from  “ evil sp irits ,”  bu t often 
from  microscopic organisms. The “ Asian”  
flu  is caused by one o f them and science 
has developed a vaccine to prevent the 
disease.

B ut many Americans m igh t ju s t as well 
find  a w itch doctor to conduct a ceremony 
against “ evil sp irits ”  as get some flu  
vaccine. In the richest and most tech­
nically advanced country in the world, we 
have seen, in the past few weeks, 179 
people die, 70,005 people treated and 1,011 
hospitalized as a result o f the “ Asian”  
flu .

In drug stores one encounters placards 
tha t say, “ Before Asian F lu strikes, see 
your doctor.”  Good advice. B ut private 
doctors and even municipal hospitals have 
d iffic u lty  getting enough vaccine to take 
care of those who need protection most, 
the chronically ill.

One doctor b itte rly  pointed out, “ I  have 
tried  all over to get the vaccine, but I 
only get promises. I  read every day about 
show g irls  getting  vaccine. This is a 
disgrace when people whose lives may be 
saved can’t  get it . ”

B ig firm s  seem to find  no d iffic u lty  in  
obtain ing vials o f vaccine. To mention a 
few, the National Broadcasting Company 
had 2,500 o f its  employees immunized. A  
cigarette f irm  and a large public ity house 
were able to give th e ir employes vac- 

! cinations at $5.00 a shot. Industria lists, 
o f course, are not concerned w ith  the ir

employees’ health. They are worried 
about possible p ro fit losses from  absen­
teeism.

The N. Y. Post, Oct. 11, reported tha t 
an o ffic ia l o f one o f the six vaccine- 
producing firm s estimated tha t 90% of 
vaccine supply is going to  dealers and 
wholesalers. “ W hat they do w ith  it , ”  he 
admitted, “ is p re tty  much th e ir busi­
ness.”

The b itte r fact is tha t while there is not 
enough flu  vaccine produced, the vaccine 
manufacturers are selling the lim ited  
supplies to private  industries w ithout 
consideration to public health needs. And 
in the process, they create a flourishing 
black m arket in “ Asian”  flu; vaccine. 
W hile the average price fo r  the vaccine 
ranges from  45 cents fo r  large com­
mercial stores to 60 cents on the re ta il 
drugists’ lists, shots, when available, are 
selling from  $1.35 to $5.00.

This callous indifference to the needs 
o f the masses o f people can only be 
eliminated by ending* a system which 
p ro fits  on the m isery and illness o f peo­
ple. The production o f medical supplies 
and the d is tribution  o f these supplies 
should be socialized. The government* 
should take the responsibility fo r these 
elementary health requirements' o f the 
people.

Even the term “ socialized medecine,”  
however, is a curse word fo r the drug 
companies, the American Medical Asso­
ciation and the capita list class to whom 
p ro fits  come firs t. They don’t  want even 
enough control o f th e ir p rofiteering 
license to ensure protection to the 
chronically i l l  who are in the greatest 
danger in an epidemic.

VO LU M E X X I MO NDAY, NOV. 4, 1957 N U M BER  44

The Men Who Own America

Bosses I  Have fonoliti
. By Henry Gitano —

Colonel Codman recalled 'Old Blood-and- 
Guts General George S. Patton’s relish 
o f war: “ We were speeding along . . . 
[am idst a] reeking mass of smashed ha lf 
tracks, supply trucks, ambulances, and 
blackened German corpses. Encompassing 
w ith  a sweep o f his arm the rubbled farms 
and bordering fields scarred w ith  grass 
fires, smoldering ruins, and swollen car­
casses o f stiff-legged cattle, the general 
ha lf turned in his seat. ‘Just look at 
th a t’ Codman. Could anyth ing be more 
magnificent?’ ”  he shouted. Reading th is  
excerpt from  Charles Codman’s new book 
“ Drive”  dealing w ith  his form er boss, the 
late Patton, brought back memories of 
a boss I  had —  along w ith  hundreds of 
thousands o f others —  the U.S. army.

Because we, unlike Patton, did not 
relish pointless death and destruction, 
the m ilita ry ’s f ir s t  task was to smash 
our sensitivities and beat us into the arm y 
mold. “ K ick the mud out o f your ears, 
and move fast, you jackass; what do you 
th ink  you are, an individual? This is the 
last time someone’ll ta lk  to you wise 
clowns. Next time they’l l  wrap a r ifle  
around your numb-skulls.”  These were 
the welcoming words a t the arm y’s 
reception center.

We were drilled from  “ le ft shoulder 
arms”  to “ r ig h t shoulder arms.”  We were 
marched and counter marched: “ Double 
to the rear by the le ft flank m arch!”  
Automatic, instantaneous response to 
orders was the goal: “ Yours is not to 
question why, yours is but to do and die.”  
The army did not attem pt to insph’e us.

They struggled to make human robots —  
reflex action to commands was the goal.

A draftee was given a tooth brush to 
clean out the orderly room. Everyone 
concerned knew i t  was senseless, but i t  
was meant to tell the new soldier tha t he 
does what he is told . Reason had nothing 
to do w ith  it. There were the ra t races 
in the middle o f the n igh t: “-Fall out, 
tha t was too slow. When I  blow my 
whistle, you’ll run out o f your barracks 
w ith  foot lockers and you’ll  keep fa lling  
in and fa lling  out t i l l  I  get good and 
tired .”  The arm y wanted to impress 
everyone as to who was boss.

A  corporal came over: “ W hat’s tha t 
cigarette bu tt doing in the ash can? 
Answer, you id io t!' and address me as 
s ir.”  There were countless inspections. 
Everyth ing  had to be uniform  and in a 
precise place. Even the soles o f boots had 
to be polished. L ike a zombie, the soldier 
was to be perm itted neither consciousness 
nor spontaneity.

When the president o f the USA sent 
me “ greetings”  through my friends and 
neighbors on the D ra ft Board, I  decided 
to give myself some slack and ro ll w ith  
the punches. A fte r  two years, when I  was 
to be discharged, my company commander 
called me in : “ W hy don’t  you re-enlist? 
You don’t  have a job or a fa m ily  w a iting  
fo r you. Here you’ve got a chance fo r a 
.future w ith  promotions and security.”  
Now i t  was time to take up the slack, 
and I answered: “ Sir, you can keep your 
army. I  like to walk a t my own cadence 
and sing my own tune.”

B y M yra Tanner Weiss

OCT. 30 —  “ W ithout the busi­
nessman what have you got le ft 
in the United States?”  asked 
Jean Paul Getty when he was 
interviewed a fte r being declared 
the richest man in  the United 
States by a Fortune magazine 
survey. The survey, prepared by 
Richard A ustin  Smith, in  the 
Nov. issue o f Fortune listed 
Getty as conservatively w orth 
from  $700 m illion to $1 b illion.

“ I  th ink  the fundamental 
strength o f the United States 
is in its  business men,'”  Getty 
said. “They have b u ilt up the in ­
dustria l potential o f the U.S. and 
i f  American industria l potential 
is to be kept ahead of the Rus­
sians i t  is to American business 
men we have to tru s t i t . ”

A  MORE HONEST V IE W
I f  American industria l “ poten­

t ia l”  is a ll due to businessmen 
like  Getty not 60 m illion  Am er­
ican workers —  he has worked 
hard and deserves his many m il­
lions. But he modestly and more 
accurately a ttribu ted  his own 
accumulations to “ my fa the r s 
good judgment and my own good 
luck.”

G etty’s wealth was born in  
oil. I t  grew fa s t in the th irties  
by swallowing up the assets of 
other companies destroyed in the 
depression. And now he’s an in ­
ternational dealer, d iv id ing w ith  
slave-holding K ing  Saud of 
Saudi A rabia some o f the oil- 
take of the Middle, East.

78 OF TH E M  '
B u t iGetty is only one o f what 

the .Fortune survey calls the 
“ Very Rich.”  Fortune presents 
a l is t o f 78 people in  the top 
bracket —  those w orth  from  $75 
m illion to $1 b illion —  “ con­
servatively.'’ (These figures do 
not represent to ta l capital pos­
sessions, bu t the principal on 
which income is derived — 
stocks, securities, tru s t funds, 
etc.)

I f  one takes the lowest figu re  
of the estimated wealth each 
person on the l is t  possesses, the 
78 favored sons and daughters 
of America altogether enjoy a

What they don’t realize is that I  made my hundred million with HARD Work!

fo rtune w orth  $10,325,000,006. | 
And tha t ain’t  hay. B u t don’t  
th ink th is wealth goes to the ir 
heads. According to the Fortune 
report, most o f them “ are ad-' 
vocates of inconspicuous con­
sumption.”  They are not a s , 
embarrassed about th e ir wealth 
as they were in  the depression, 
but they don’t  care to  have i t  
talked about too much.

“ A lm ost to a man,”  said For­
tune, the Very Rich who were 
interviewed “ were hard-pressed 
to define an extravagances ‘I  
buy what gives me pleasure,’ said 
a du Pont. ‘Who can say whether 
i t ’s an extravagance?’ ”

Many of those who “ have b u ilt 
up the industria l potential of the 
U.S.”  don’t  like to have anything 
to do w ith  business. Charles F. 
(Boss) K ettering, w orth  between 
$150 m illion and $200 m illion 
said candidly, “ I  handed a ll my 
financia l a ffa irs  over to the 
W inters T rust Co. of Dayton. I 
said, “ You’re my executors, why 
not exec while I ’m s till around?’

They pay a ll my expenses — 
airplanes, house 'bills, and so 
on. . . Never had anyth ing to do 
w ith  finances; I w ant to spend 
a ll my tim e inventing.”

S IM PLY N A K E D
Others also use tru s t funds 

to handle th e ir wealth. Fortune 
reports a popular saying. “ I f  you 
don’t  have a tru s t fund in 
Boston, i t s  as i f  you didn’t  have 
any clothes on.”

Boston’s Joe Kennedy — in the 
$200-400 m illion category — 
claimed he does his “ best w ork 
floa ting  around in his F lorida 
pool.”  However, “ only a few ’’" 
admitted to w orking less than a 
six or eight hour day.

Fortune reports tha t “ many of 
the Very Rich hold to the per­
sonal philosophy tha t a man 
should scratch fo r  what he gets, 
and th is  sometimes leads to  a 
belief tha t any kind o f philan­
thropy is dangerously enervat­
ing fo r the recipients.”  A  $50- 
m illion  Texas man, Tom O’Con­

nor, asked to donate $40,000 fo r 
a memorial to  the Texas longhorn 
steer, logically replied, “ A in  t  
no cow w orth $40,000.”  One 
m ight easily add, “ A in ’t  no b u s i­
ness man, w orth $50 m illion.”  But 
tha t doesn’t  change the fac t tha t 
quite a few have $50 million,

A  quick addition o f the lis t of 
78 o f the Very Rich reveals tha t 
23 o f them basically got the ir 
w ealth out o f the national 
resources o f the country —  out 
o f o il and 41 o f the 78 got i t  
from  the ir “ old man.'"’ The big 
m a jo rity , 54 out of 78, go t i t  
from  either o il or inheritance or 
both. j

The lis ting  o f individuals, of 
course, conceals the dynastic 
wealth of fam ilies who divide 
the ir possessions to cut down on 
income tax  and other nuisances. 
But the lis t includes six male 
Rockefellers and one female 
Rockefeller, two Mellons, fo u r du 
Ponts, two W hitneys and there 
are fo u r Fords in the fam ily . 

Perhaps the cleverest com-

lament among the Very Rich who 
were interviewed was provided 
by one E. V. Richards o f New 
Orleans —  $50 to $100 m illion  — 
who is a, f irm  believer in  the old 
cap ita lis t maxim “ money makes 
money.”  He^said, “ I f  people ju s t 
have wealth to accumulate in ­
come, they are the idle rich, the 
parasitical disease of capitalism. 
They should be turned over to 
the Communists, fo r  they are 
the sort o f people who breed 
Communism.”

Richards doesn’t  seem to grasp 
the obvious and elementary fac t 
th a t a ll incentive under capita l­
ism, whether the owner plays 
around w ith  any “ managementr' 
or not, is p ro fit. I f  income is 
invested instead o f accumulated,, 
i t  is only to get more income 
to accumulate.

But Richards should be more 
cautious before th row ing his
buddies down the drain. The For­
tune survey pointed out tha t the 
Very Rich of America “ have not 
traveled quite so fa r down the 
road to resignation o f control 
as English wealth,”  but there is 
a growing dependence on profes­
sional help in  the management 
o f industria l empires. In  simple 
language tha t ju s t means the
Very Rich are increasingly con­
ten t to  merely “ accumulate in ­
come.”

The Fortune report says “ tha t 
a substantial section o f the
American rich  (including of 
course widows and heiresses) 
have become rentiers [coupon 
clippers] in the m o s t  passive 
sense. And even where massive 
amounts of stock are s till held 
by one person in a single corpo- 

I ration, the power is in frequently 
exercised and then only a t a time 
,of crisis.”

To return to the question posed 
by the richest o f the Very Rich 
—  “ w ithou t the business man 
w hat have you got le ft  in the 
United States?”  —  we can say: 
Le t’s try  i t  and see. Give a ll the 
business men a vacation on some 
nice quiet island, and leave 
America to the people who work 
and produce a ll tha t we have. 
We don't th ink they’l l even be 
missed.

Union Defends 3 Buffalo Workers 
Victimized in Westinghouse "Probe

BU FFALO , Oct. 26— W esting­
house E lectric Corporation, tak­
ing advantage of an attem pt by 
the House Un-American A c tiv i­
ties Committee to whip up a red 
scare in  its  October 1 -4  hear­
ings in  Buffalo, discharged three 
members o f the International 
Union o f E lectrical Workers. 
The three men, V incent Pacile, 
Floyd Fried and James Anac- 
cone, afll have been employed at 
Westinghouse at least ten years, 
and have been active unionists. 
James Anaccohe is a member of 
Local 315 a n d  Vincent Pacile 
and Floyd Fried are members 
of Local 1581 IU E , AFL-CIO .

The trumped-up charges g iv­
en by the company included: 1) 
“ d isturb ing influences”  in the 
plant, 2) “ fa ls ifica tion  of em-

ployment applications”  and 3) 
“ possible deterrents to getting 
defense contracts.”  The charges 
are so broad in scope and so 
vague tha t practica lly every­
body could be victim ized by 
t h e m .  These concocted fa lse­
hoods are used only to cover up 
the real reason why they are 
being fired . A ll  three men, 
Fried, Anaccone and Pacile re­
fused to co-operate w ith  the 
House Un-American A ctiv ities  
Committee, and used the F irs t 
and F if th  Amendments.

The union, realiz ing this, con­
tends tha t the exercise o f rights 
guaranteed under the Constitu­
tion cannot create a reason fo r 
discharge.

C liffo rd  Haley, Regional D i­
rector of the IU E , AFL-C IO  in

SWP Answers UCLA Witch-Hunt Attack
(We publish below a copy of 

a le tte r sent to the editors of 
the D aily B ruin, campus paper 
a t the U n ivers ity  of Californ ia 
a t Los Angeles, by the Educa­
tional D irector of the Los An­
geles Branch o f the Socialist 
W orkers Party. W ith  the dis­
tr ibu tion  of the f i r s t  issue of 
the Young Socialist, national 
youth monthly, the Bruin began 
a series of w itch-hunting a t­
tacks on radicals, including the 
SW1P. — Ed.)
Editors, UCLA D aily  B ru in :

“ Fear has driven more and 
more men and women in all 
walks o f ‘ life  either to silence 
o r to the folds of the orthodox. 
Fear has mounted— fear of los­
ing  one’s job, fear of being in ­
vestigated, fear o f being p il­
loried. This fear has stereo­
typed our th inking, narrowed 
the range o f free public discus­
sion, and driven many thought­
fu l people to despair. This fear 
has even entered our universi­
ties, great citadels of our sp ir­
itu a l strength, a n d  corrupted 
them. We have the spectacle of 
un iversity o ffic ia ls  lending them­
selves to one o f the worst w itch 
hunts we have seen since early 
days.”

¡So wrote U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice W illiam  O. Douglas in 
an article entitled- “ The Black 
Silence of Fear,”  printed in the 
-N. Y. Times, Jan. 13, 1952, at 
the height o f the ' McCarthyite 
intolerance.

The current Daily B ruin cru- 
fchde against the Young Social­

is t newspaper and its  campus 
supporters is ju s t such a cam­
paign of fear, in tim idation, and 
thought control. I t  is not de­
signed to in form , to discuss and 
c la r ify  some great issues of 
our time but to generate an a t­
mosphere o f conform ity, to  
stereotype thought, and to pre­
vent free investigation of ideas.

THREE FALS E  CHARGES
The Socialist W orkers Party 

has been one of the targets of 
this campaign. Nothing has been 
said about its  present program 
fo r  the American people, but 
three false accusations have 
been launched against it. 1. The 
SWP is “ subversive”  and “ Un- 
American.”  2. I t  is no d iffe ren t 
and no better than the Com­
munist Party. 3. I t  advocates 
the overthrow of the govern­
ment by force. W hat tru th  is 
there in  these allegations?

The sole e v i d e n c e  of the 
SW P’s “ subversiveness”  c i t e d  
by the editors is tha t i t  has 
been so designated by the U.S. 
A tto rney General. B u t the Bruin 
neglects to report two fa r  more 
im portant facts. F irs t, tha t the 
SWP, along w ith  other organ­
izations, was placed upon tha t 
b lacklist w ithou t due process of 
law. I t  was stigmatized w ith ­
out notice, w ithout any specifi­
cation of charges, w ithout any 
hearing— and its  continued' re­
quests fo r a fu ll and fa ir  hear­
ing have been refused. Tbe ma­
jo r ity  o f the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled on A p r il 30, 1051,

tha t such action was “ patently 
a rb itra ry ”  and th a t the A tto r ­
ney General exceeded his au­
th o rity  in  blacklisting organiza­
tions w ithou t a hearing.

Secondly, t h e  U.S. C ircuit 
Court of Appeals o f New York 
stated on August 22, 1951 that 
the A ttorney General's lis t “ is 
a purely hearsay declaration. . .  
I t  has no competency to prove 
the subversive character of the 
listed organizations.”  The report 
o f the California Senate' Com­
m ittee on Un-American A c tiv i­
ties, headed by Gerald L. K. 
Smith’s friend Jack Tenney, has 
even less standing.

■ Moreover, so prom inent a f ig ­
ure as -Supreme Court Justice 
Black has said tha t o ffic ia lly  
prepared and proclaimed gov­
ernmental blacklists, which pun­
ish m a n y  organizations and 
the ir members merely because 
of the ir politica l -beliefs and u t­
terances, “ smack of the most 
evil t y p e  of censorship”  and 
“ cannot -be reconciled w ith  the 
F irs t amendment. . .”

To prove the “ tieup”  of the 
SWP w ith  the Communist Par­
ty , the Bruin reports tha t James 
P. Cannon, p r e s e n t  National 
Chairman o f the SWP, was one 
of the founding members of the 
American CP. B u t i t  neglects 
to report tha t he helped found, 
the American T ro tsky is t move­
ment out o f which the SWP 
originated a fte r having been ex­
pelled from  the Communist Par­
ty  in 1928 fo r protesting its 
policies.

I t  is well-known to every in ­
formed student o f radical po li­
tics tha t the OP and the SWP 
are -political antagonists w i t  h 
d iffe ren t progranis. I t  is equal­
ly  well-known that, despite the 
profound differences separating 
the two organizations, the So­
c ia lis t W orkers Party  defends 
the ’ democratic and constitu tion­
al righ ts of the Communist 
P arty  and its members as i t  
does those o f every other group­
ing in this country. We firm ly  
believe in freedom of expres­
sion, politica l ac tiv ity  and or­
ganization fo r everyone— w ith ­
out exception.

As fo r  the th ird  allegation, 
I  can do no better than to 
quote from  the statement made 
by a well-known member of the 
■SWP, James Kutcher, the leg­
less veteran when he was ac­
cused of “ d is loyalty”  in  1948 
and. removed from  his govern­
ment job. “ I  do not advocate 
force and violence to achieve 
socialism,”  he wrote to the Vet­
erans Adm in istra tion Loyalty 
Board. “ The only time in my 
life  I  ever practiced force and 
violence was under the orders 
given me in the army by the 
U.S. Government.”

Today, a fte r an eight-year 
f ig h t, Kutcher has been re ­
stored to his government job by 
order of the U.S. C ircu it Court 
o f Appeals who held tha t he 
had been illega lly  discharged 
and wrongly accused of disloy­
a lty.

The 'SWP is a po litica l par­

ty  which seeks to convince the 
American -people tha t socialism 
is the only system th a t can 
b ring  the American .people peace 
and freedom. I t  i3 currently 
running candidates in the San 
Francisco and 'New York mu­
nicipal campaigns. Its  C a lifo r­
nia candidates are endorsed by 
such figures as V incent H a lli­
nan, Progressive Party Presi­
dential candidate in 1952, and 
W arren K. B illings of the no­
torious Mooney - B illings c a s e  
frameup. . .

A  fin a l point fo r  B ruin read­
ers to consider. The doctrines 
o f socialism stemming f r o m  
M arx today influence the ma­
jo r ity  o f people on this planet 
— and even the man-made sat­
e llite  w h irling  art>und it.  They 
are bound to get increasing a t­
tention from  thoughtfu l people 
in  our own country.

Every educated individual 
ought to learn w ithout pre ju­
dice what these ideas are, what­
ever the ir fina l judgment upon 
them. The B ruin editors are do­
ing a disservice to the sp irit o f 
free inqu iry  and to U CLA stu­
dents when they attem pt to cre­
ate an atmosphere o f in tim ida­
tion  and harassment to pre­
vent unimpeded and critica l ex­
amination o f the Socialist argu­
ments and objectives.

Sincerely,

Theodore Edwards, 
Educational D irector 
Los Angeles Branch 
Socialist Workers Party

New Y ork was quick to. issue 
a press release defending Anac- 

| cone who is a member of the 
Organizing S ta ff. Haley charged 

' the ccfmpany w ith  “ union-bust­
in g ”  and w ith  “ v io la ting  Anae- 
cone’s constitutional righ ts .”

The righ t-w ing  leader of Lo­
cal 1581, Ted . Weirzbic, how­
ever, has been ultraconservative 
in  his actions. He merely said 
he would file  grievances fo r  Pa­
cile and Fried in line w ith  the 
contract. His only attem pt, so 
fa r, to explain the issues in ­
volved to the members of his 
local has been to p rin t in the 
“ Union Member,”  organ of Lo­
cal 1681, a wishy-washy state­
ment th a t did nothing to help 
or c la rify  the case.

The D is tric t Council o f the 
International Union of the Elec­
tr ica l Workers unanimously ap­
proved a resolution which se­
verely condemned Westinghouse 
fo r f ir in g  the three men. The 
82 delegates representing 45,- 
000 IU E  members in the state 
also voted to support the two 
locals in the ir f ig h t to reinstate 
the three men.

The resolution in p a rt stated, 
“ We commend Locals 1581 and 
31-5 fo r  the ir e ffo rts  to stop 
the Westinghouse attem pt to 
violate the mandate and sp ir it 
o f the United States Constitu­
tion and the righ ts of employ­
ees wjao are members of our 
union.”

W hile the D is tr ic t Council is 
fig h tin g  in  th is case, its  com­
mendation to the locals is more 
than they deserve. There has 
to be more support from  other 
unions and organizations fo r 
th is case. Further e ffo rts  are 
needed by labor to make the 
workers aware o f the attempts 
o f the bosses to weaken and 
eventually smash the labor 
movement.

Janosco Case Hearings 
Continued to December

LOS ANGELES —  Government 
deportation hearings a g a i n s t  
John Janosco, western fie ld rep­
resentative o f the United Pack­
inghouse Workers, were re­
sumed here Oct. 24. The union 
leader is charged w ith belong­
ing to the Socialist Workers 
P arty  in  1937-1940 which he 
denies.

The Janosco case is the f ir s t  
one in which membership in the 
Socialist Workers P arty  has 
been treated as a deportable o f­
fense under t h e  McCarran- 
W alte r Act. I t  is the f i r s t  time 
the provisions of th is law have 
been applied to any political 
organization other than the Com­
m unist Party.

This hearing session consisted 
of five  motions made by Janos- 
co’s attorney, Marshall Ross. 
Two were granted and three de­
nied.

F B I F ILE S
The hearing o ffice r granted 

the request tha t the defense 
be provided w ith  a ll statements 
made by Janosco in earlier 
hearings. He then turned down 
the request tha t copies of all

reports made to the F B I by 
prosecution witness Henry H ar­
ris  be shown to the defense. 
H arris  had testified that he.had 
given regular reports on his fe l- 
low-workers in the Minneapolis 
Teamster’s union to the FBI. 
The motion was rejected on the 
ground tha t the im m igration 
hearing was not a crim inal but 
an adm inistrative proceeding.

The defense was denied the 
r ig h t to have all previous w it­
nesses returned fo r  examina­
tion on the flew charges submit­
ted against Janosco at the con­
clusion of the government’s 
presentation. The attorney’s pe­
titio n  to dismiss all the charges 
was denied. The case has been 
continued to Dec. .11.

BOOKS - PAMPHLETS  
On Socialism 

and the Labor 
Movement

Order Free Catalog from : 
PIONEER PU BLISH ER  
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Calendar 
Of Events

New York City
Sunday Forum series. Opening 

session Nov. 10, 8 P.M. “ The 40th 
Anniversary o f the Russian Revo­
lu tion.”  Speaker: Dan Roberts, 
editor o f the M ilitan t. 116 U n i­
versity PI. C ontribution: 50c.
Auspices o f M ilita n t Labor 
Forum.

Detroit
Friday, Nov. 8, 8 P.M. “ From 

Soviet Uprising to Sputnik.”  (In  
celebration o f the 40th A nn ive r­
sary o f the Russian Revolution). 
Auspices: F riday N igh t Forum 
Debs Hall, 3737 Woodward Ave.

San Francisco 
F ri., Nov. 8, 8 P.M. “ M arxist 

Thought Today.”  Speaker: Prof. 
Paul A. Baran —  author, “ P o lit­
ical Economy o f Growth.”  Chair­
man, Adam Lapin, Journalist, 
150 Golden Gate Ave. Auspices: 
Independent Socialist Forum of 
San Francisco. Donation: 50c.

LOS ANGELES
Socialist! Workers Party 

Forum 

w ill hear

William F. Warde
speak on

Forty Years 
of the Russian 

Revolution
Saturday, Nov. 9 

8:15 P.M.

1702 East 4th Street

TWIN CITIES
“The Future 
of American 
Socialism”

speaker:

Murry Weiss
Saturday, November 9 

8:30 P. M.

322 Hennepin, (Rm. 201) 
Minneapolis

Auspices: 
Socialist Workers Party


