
Both Parties Continue Deception on Civil Rights
Bill Remains 
Without Power 
Against Racists

By George Lavan
AUG. 21 —  L ike a gang 0/  vultures the Democratic 

and Republican politicians in Washington are s till s trug­
g ling over the remains o f the c iv il-righ ts  b ill. Not a one 
of them is interested in enforcing
the c iv il r igh ts  the Negro people 
are guaranteed by the Constitu­
tion. They are only interested in 
gaining politica l advantage from  
the butchered b ill.

The overwhelming desire of 
the Democrats — from  D ixiecrat 
to  Northern liberal w ing —  is to 
get the c iv il-righ ts  issue dis­
posed o f as fa s t as possible. 
Consequently they are pressing 
fo r  immediate adoption by the 
House o f Representatives o f the 
gutted version o f the b ill passed 
in  the Senate. They fear tha t 
i f  the House insists upon the 
orig ina l version o f the  'bill, 
passed by i t  several months ago, 
or upon amendments tha t undo 
the compromises reached w ith  
the D ixiecrats in the Senate, th is 
would reopen the whole fig h t.
Such a reopening would un­
doubtedly mean th a t no 'bill 
would be passed this summer 
and tha t when Congress recon­
venes in January c iv il righ ts
would be a t the top o f the
agenda.

W A N T IT  OVER W ITH
Democratic party  strategists 

wish to avoid th is by a ll means, 
fo r  the second session o f this 
Congress w ill cut r ig h t across
the campaigns fo r the coming 
Congressional elections. How­
ever, i f  the Senate version of 
the b ill which the D ixiecrats 
w ill not filibus te r, is passed, 
then c iv il r igh ts  can be kept 
o ff the agenda by the claim tha t 
the 85th Congress has already 
adopted a c iv il-righ ts  b ill.

Republican Party tacticians 
have been toying w ith  the idea 
of having the House hold out fo r  
a “ stronger”  b ill than the Senate

version. For several weeks they, 
have maneuvered in  the House 
Rules Committee to delay adop­
tion o f the Senate version. There 
were also hints th a t Eisenhower 
would veto the Senate version 
as too weak. A ll th is was cal­
culated to fu rth e r what the 
Republican sponsorship o f the 
b ill o rig ina lly  intended —  fooling 
Negro voters in to th ink ing  the 
Republicans are stubborn cham­
pions o f c iv il rights.

(The cynical maneuvering on 
the b ill while the House delayed 
action was not w ithou t its share 
o f b itte r humor. White-supremac 
is t Southerners such as Ray­
burn o f Texas denounced the 
Republicans fo r  endangering the 
passage o f c iv il-righ ts  legisla­
tion, while Republicans — who 
un til the ir pa rty ’s present drive 
fo r  the Negro vote had never 
lifted  a finge r against Jim Crow 
—  posed as last-ditch figh ters 
fa r  a strong c iv il-righ ts  b ill.)

I t  appears now th a t the 
Republicans have derived a ll the 
pub lic ity  advantage possible 
from  the ir tactic, tha t they w ill 
now acquiesce in the “ civil- 
rig h ts ”  b ill passed by the Senate 
and th a t Eisenhower w ill sign 
it.  W hile they may ins is t upon 
one or two amendments these 
w ill be empty o f content, 
designed solely fo r  face-saving.

T A K E  BACK BRIBE
Iron ica lly  enough one of the 

amendments which both Repub­
licans and Democrats appear to 
have secretly agreed to is to 
l im it the ju ry - tr ia l provision in 
eontempt-of-court cases solely 
to voting cases. In  the House, 
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Reuther Offers Auto “Big 3” 
Wages Deal for Cut in Prices

New Attacks in Chicago 
By White Supremacists

By William Bundy 1
Tension appears to be mounting toward an explosion 

of wide-spread racist violence in Chicago. Sporadic violence 
against Negroes is continuing in the wake o f an incipient 
race r io t last month in which
Negro picnickers in Calumet j in g  of a Negro youth. The 
Park were attacked by a gang ‘ verdict emboldened racists bent 
o f white raci .ts a fte r police, who ' on violence.
had been warned of the impend-1 The following) Sunday, July 28, 
ing  attack, failed to take preven- a picnic o f a Negro civic group, 
ta tive measures. I the Bodine Club, was attacked

A week before the rio t, on Iby about 15(1 white racists. 
Sunday Ju ly 21, another g roup , “ Hoodlums from  outside the 
o f Negro picnickers, a t the same area,”  according to the Aug. 18 
park had been stoned by a gang N. Y. Times, “ joined in the 
o f about 40 w hite youths. They attack.”  Violence quickly spread ( 
were given no police pro tection1 over the surrounding area, and 
and not allowed to file  a w ritten  in nearby T rum bull Park hous- 
Complaint. On the same day an ing project Negroes were beaten 
a ll-w hite ju ry  returned a verdict and a Negro home was ransacked.
of “not guilty” freeing 2 youths 
charged with the shotgun slay-

Labor “Probers" 
Continue Push for 
Anti-Union Laws

While the top officialdom of 
the AFL-CIO persists in its 
refusal to resist the Senate labor 
“probers” and their union-bust­
ing aims, the latter continue to 
plan for the passage of new 
anti-union legislation.

Senator 'Irv ing Ives (R.-N.YA 
who said, Aug. 18, tha t the probe 
could continue “ fo r another five 
years. . . the sky’s the lim it,
a lm os t”  wants legislation to put 
the  union movement under the 
scope of an ti-tru s t laws. Such 
legislation could keep unions 
under constant harassment in 
the courts and could aid in | 
d e s t r o y  ng industry-wide bar­
gaining.

Senator John F. Kennedy ( D- j  

Mas.;.), another member of the 
committee, predicted last week | 
th a t the f ir s t  b ill to be adopted 
as a resu lt of the hearings would j  

be a measure providing fo r  
federal registration of union-ad­
ministered tru s t funds. Such a 
step would provide an additional, 
wedge fo r  government regula­
tion of the unions.

Meanwhile, opposition was 
voiced to the AFL-CIO policy 
that unioni ts must not invoke 
the Fifth Amendment. Michael 
Quill, President of the Transport 
Workers Union declared that 
members of his union were free 
to use the Fifth Amendment and 
added that if this right is in 
any way restricted “then the | 
Sixth Amendment, and all the, 
rest of thg Constitution . . . 
could go." i

By the end o f the day, a t least 
44 persons had been injured.

LE N IEN C Y  TO HOODLUMS
A week a fte r the rio t, the Chi­

cago Ciusader reported tha t 
“ white hoodlums are s till v irtu a lly  
in control o f the neighborhood 
around Calumet Park despite the 
presence o f large details of 
policemen. . . They persist in 
roam ing the streets hurling  foul 
names a t passing Negroes.”

Extrem e leniency has been 
shown to most of the white 
racists who were arrested dur­
ing  the rio t. Only a few  were 
given heavy bonds or charged 
w ith  felony, w hile  most have 
been released on $25 bonds. Ne­
gro workers, however, who hav» 
to d rive through certain Jim 
Crow residential areas to get to 
work, and who are frequently 
attacked and threatened there, 
are " systematically searched fo r 
jack handles or tools in the ir 
cars and sometimes arrested.

The Aug. 10 Crusader reports 
that an in terracia l “ citizen’s- 
police organization 465 strong”  
has been organized to protect 
homes between 63rd and 69th 
streets from Wentworth to l la l-  
sted streets. The reason given 
is “ tha t law and order has 
broken down and the only way 
to provide adequate protection 
is fo r the people themselves to 
become a police force. . . ”

On the other hand, a mass 
meeting of 1,500 racists held, 
Aug. 5, a t the American Legion 
Ha,l - t  1(3582 Ewing voted to 
organize the East Side Civic 
League. The League’s objective 
is to keep a certain East side 
area “ a ll w hite.”  Its  f i r s t  act 
was to raise money fo r legal 
aid to those arrested fo r  racist 
violence.

W ith Chicago’s N e g ri popula­
tion of about SCO 000 being in ­
creased constantly by 2,500 new- 

(Contjnued' on page 4)

Youth Defy 
Dulles on 
China Ban

By Martha Wohlforth
Porty-one American youths set 

out fo r China Aug. 14 in open 
defiance o f the U.S. State De-I 
partment. The youths, who had 
been attending the Moscow 
Youth Festival, accepted an in ­
v ita tion  fo r a three-week tr ip  
to  China as guests of the A ll- 
China Youth Federation. Risk­
ing the loss of the ir passports, a 
possible $2,000 fine and a five- 
year prison term, they declared: 
“ We . . . rea ffirm  our belief in 
the rig h t of U.S. citizens to 
travel, and . . . state that our 
exercise o f this righ t is con­
sistent w ith  loya lty to our coun­
try .”

The American youth delegates 
had already disregarded the 
State Departm ent’s w arning 
against going to Russia to attend 
the youth festiva l during the f ir s t  
two weeks o f August; where over 
34,000 fore ign delegates from  
130 countries and 50,000 Russian 
delegates conversed and debated 
w ith  a zest and freedom tha t 
suprised all observers.

One revealing episode, reported 
by United Press Aug. 1, occurred 
during a TV in terview  of some 
American delegates conducted by 
Daniel Schorr o f CBS. W alter 
Coppedge, an American student 
stated tha t all the Russian 
students he had spoken w ith  had 
expressed th e ir opposition to the 
o ffic ia l Soviet line on Hungary. 
Pandemonium broke out. A 
Moscow radio correspondent and [ 
a number o f youth delegates 
from  America and other coun­
tries entered the fra y  accusing 
Coppedge o f ly ing. Schorr was 
charged w ith  selecting only 
anti-Communists fo r  the in ­
terview. Others called out tha t 
free speech must be allowed. 
The turm oil became so intense 
tha t Schorr fin a lly  had to give 
up the interview.

The Christian Science M onitor 
reporter w rote: “ In  thousands 
of street-corner discussions young 
Russians would betray the fact 
tha t they harbored many reser­
vations about life  in the Soviet 
Union.”  There is a mass of such 
testim ony to support the con­
clusion tha t a deep ferment is 
s tirr in g  the youth in the Soviet 
Union. There is equally ample 
testimony, however, tha t while 
the Soviet youth manifested dis­
satisfaction w ith  the bureau­
cratic regime, they showed no 
receptivity whatever to hack­
neyed cold-war propaganda about 
the virtues of the “ free”  capita l­
is t West.

Workers Not Consulted; 
Letter to Firms Ignores 
Official UAW Program

By Joseph Keller 
United Automobile Workers President Walter Reuther 

and his International Executive Board have proposed to 
General Motors, Ford and Chrysler a tie-in deal whereby 
the union w ill reduce its  contract 
demands next year i f  the com*

A delegation from Tuskegee, Ala., testified before a Senate committee, July 30, on how 
they were deprived of r ig h t to vote. From le ft to rig h t are: Sen. Javits (R .-N .Y .), Sen. 
Kuchel (R -C a lif.), Sen. Humphrey (D .M inn.) , W. P. M itchell, Secretary, Tuskegee Civic Ass’n
and Linwood T. Dorsey, Chairman, Economic Action Committee, Tuskegee Civic Ass’n.
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British Guiana Vote Hits 
Imperialism and Poverty

By John Thayer
The peop’e of B ritish  Guiana 

gave the ir im peria list mastèrs 
a stunning slap in  the face on 
Aug. 12, when by a landslide 
vote they gave the election vic­
to ry  to the People’s Progressive 
Party  and its leader I>r. Cheddi 
B. Jagan. Nine out of the 14 
elective seats in the colony’s 
parliam ent were won by the 
PPP.

This is the same p a rty  tha t 
won the f i r s t  elections held In 
B rita in ’s South American colony 
in 1953. A t  th a t time the PPP 
won 18 out of 24 elective seats.

When the. PPP took office in 
1953 i t  tried to pass legislat'on 
providing fo r employes’ union- 
recognition elections, the leasing 
to small farm ers o f untilled land 
owned by the great absentee 
sugar plantation owners, reform  
and extension of the educational 
system which is church con­
tro lled  and discriminates on 
racial and religious grounds, and 
other reforms.

Immediately the B ritish  im ­
perialists started cry ing “ com­
munism.”  B ritish  troops and 
battleships raced to the colony

and on a rriva l deposed the 
democratically e l e c t e d  PPP 
ministers and declared m artia l 
>aw. Strikes were broken and 
PPP leaders including Dr. Jagan 
were imprisoned.

REHEARSE FOR 
G U ATEM A LA

In  overthrow ing the demo­
cratica lly elected government in 
the South American colony, the 
Tory government o f B rita in  had 
the tac it support of the U.S. 
State Department and the 
vociferous support of the U.S. 
B ig Business press. A t that time 
the State Department and U.S. 
im peria lists w ith  holdings in 
La tin  America were already 
planning the s im ila r overthrow 
o f the elected government of 
Guatemala. B rita in ’s smashing of 
Guianese democracy was not only 
desirable in itse lf from  W all 
Street’s po in t o f view but a 
useful preparation fo r  the 
Guatemala coup th a t was to 
fo llow  in less than a year.

In preparation fo r  th is year’s 
elections the B ritish  im perialists 
drew up a new constitution filled  
w ith  devices to thw art the w ill

o f the voters. Thus the parlia ­
ment, o r Legislative Council, has 
14 elective scats and three seats 
fo r  B ritish  appointed officia ls. 
B u t the B ritish  Governor can, 
i f  he so desires, appoint eleven 
more members. The upper 
chamber, ¿r Executive Council, 
is composed of ten members, five  
chosen by the governor from  the 
Legislative Council and five  
appointed. In  the event of a 
tie  the governor casts the decid­
ing  vote. Moreover the governor 
may a t w ill dismiss all members 
o f both chambers.

Since the m ilita ry  overthrow 
o f the Jagan government in 1953 
the B ritish  succeeded by divide- 
and-rule tactics in sp litting  the 
PPP which was a united fron t 
o f the Negro m ino rity  and an­
other m inority  of people stem­
ming from  India. A sp lit-o ff 
w ing of the PPP, headed by Ne­
gro leader L. F. S. Burnham won 
three seats.

In  voting so overwhelmingly 
fo r  the PPP, the Guianese people 
have voted against the abysmal 
poverty, disease and exploitation 
tha t im peria list rule has meant 
fo r them.

panies agree to cut auto prices 
an average of $100 per car.

Some newspapers have called 
th is  proposal a “ bombshell.”  I t  
certa in ly is to the auto workers. 
They were not consulted in  any 
way about th is new proposition. 
They read about i t  in  the daily 
papers a fte r the U A W  Executive 
Board had adopted i t  on Aug. 
16 and Reuther on Aug. 17 had 
sent o ffic ia l letters to the auto 
industry “ B ig  Three.”

Only last A p ril, the U AW  
national convention had unani- 
ously voted to make the shorter 
w ork week and higher wages the 
bed-rock demands in  the 1958 
negotiations. This program was 
designed to meet the two major 
economic problems o f the auto 
workers: a constantly ris ing
cost of liv ing  and increasing lay­
o ffs  due to  automation and 
speed-up.

Reuther’s six-page le tte r to 
the corporations says nothing 
about the demands previously 
adopted by the convention. He 
does say, however, tha t i f  the 
corporations make the suggested 
price concessions, “ w e  f  o r 
our pa rt w ill give fu l l  considera­
tion to the effect o f such reduc­
tion  on your Corporation’s 
financia l position in the d ra ft­
ing  of our 1958 demands and in 
our negotiations.”

He fu rth e r claims that “ we 
are confident our members w ill 
be w illin g  to take the conse­
quences in collective bargaining 
i f  the price reductions we propose 
should make i t  impossible to 
meet a ll o f the ir jus t demands 
and s till maintain a reasonable 
rate o f p ro fit.”

Anonymous spokesmen fo r  the 
auto corporations have been 
quoted as ca lling  Reuther’s 
proposition a “ pub lic ity s tun t”  
and ‘‘propaganda.”  Inso far as 
the le tte r cites the phenomenal 

; p ro fits  o f the “ B ig  Three”  and 
\ shows how easily they could cut 
prices and s till enjoy astounding 
p ro fits , i t  is very good and 
tru th fu l propaganda. But i f  they 
im p ly tha t Reuther is not serious 
about his proposition, these auto 
industry spokesmen are dead 
wrong. U nfortunate ly fo r  the 
auto workers, Reuther would

Re u t h e r

like to make such a deal. This 
would enable h im / to put fo r th  
such lim ited  union demands as 
to insure a quick contract w ith ­
out any real fig h t.

W hat Could Reuther hope to 
gain i f  his proposal is intended 
as mere propaganda? Certainly, 
the corporations aren’t  going 
to be taken in by Reuther’s 
trickily-'phrased sentences and 
pa trio tic  ta lk  about acting 
“ jo in tly  and unselfishly in the 
public in terest.”  H is scheme can, 
however, easily take in workers 
who m ight be fooled by the 
argument tha t th is proposal, as 
Reuther claimed in a subsequent 
le tte r to President Eisenhower, 
goes “ to the roots of our present 
in fla tion ,”

CAUSE OF IN F L A T IO N
The present in fla tion  is not due 

sim ply to p rice -fix ing  by the 
monopoly corporations, as Reuth­
er contends, although the cor­
porations charge a ll that the 
m arket w ill bear and enforce 
price -fix ing  agreements. But the 
basic cause o f the present in fla ­
tion  is a combination o f astro­
nomical government m ilita ry  
spending and top-heavy govern­
ment w ar debt. Past im peria lis t 
wars and present cap ita lis t war 
preparations, which Reuther 
enthusiastically supports, have 
stoked the fires  o f in fla tion  since 
1939. Thus, even i f  the auto 
companies accepted the meager 
price cuts proposed by Reuther, 

(Continued on page 4)

Negro People Fight to Defend Rights in South and North
W hile the Democrats and ' 

Republicans continued to p’ ay 
politics in Congress w ith  the 
corpse of the c iv il-righ ts  b ill,
real battles between Negro free­
dom figh te rs  and w hite su­
premacists are fla rin g  through­
out the country.

A bus boycott by 7,000 Ne­
groes in Rock H ill, South
Carolina, which began on July 
16, is s ti l l  completely effective.

A friend ly  gesture touched o ff 
the boycott. Alene Austin, a 'Ne- 

I gro domestic worker, was invited 
by a white woman to share a 
seat, the only unoccupied one on 

! the bus. Ordered “ to the rear”  
or “ o f f”  by the driver, Miss 
Austin le f t  and w ith  her has 
gone the entire Negro com­
munity.

OPERATES CAR POOL
The Negroes have formed the 

Rock H ill Committee fo r  the
Protection of Human Rights, led 
by Rev. Cecil A. Ivory, young 
crippled m inister. L ike the famed 
Montgomery Improvement Asso­

ciation, th is Committee operates j 
its  own car pool and is char­
acterized by its  democratic or-1 
ganizational form  w ith weekly j 
mass meetings. N. Y. Post 
columnist M urray Kempton
reports from the scene the
active role of Thomas Murdock, 
■a volunteer car-pool driver, who 
brings to the struggle his, ex­
perience as a form er United 
Auto W orker union organizer in 
Detroit.

The owner of the bus com­
pany has refused to restore
service except on a segregated 
basis. As a result negotiations
are a t a standstill.

Since the boycott, the Ku Klux 
Klan has been gaining strength. 
Meetings o f over 1,000 have been 
held and crosses burned. But they 
have had no e ffec t on the 
determination of the c ity ’s Ne­
gro people to w in the ir rights.

Rev. Ivory, who has received 
bomb threats, declares: “ We’re 
w a iting  u n til the other people 
agree to obey the law  of the 
land. We know i t  is unconstitu­

tional to be forced to ride in a ' 
segregated manner.”

In Tu kegee, Alabama, the 
two-month boycott o f white 
merchants continues unabated 
despite the brazen attempts of 
Alabama A ttorney General John 
Patterson to terrorize the Ne­
groes. O ffic ia ls o f the 43-year 
old Tuskegee Civic Association 
to which most o f the boycotters 
belong, have - been hauled before 
the A tto rney General in th e ! 
presence of a large number o f! 
armed state troopers and sub­
jected to g rillin g  about the ' 
TCA.

TUSKEG EE RAIDS
Subsequently the A tto rney | 

Genera] personally led raids on 
the offices of the TCA and on a 
small printshop near the Tus­
kegee campus which ha« printed 
both TCA and NAACP litera ture. 
In  radio broadcasts the assistant 
A tto rney General has warned 
Negroes against jo in ing  the 
boycott “ crusade,”  to protect 
the ir voting rights. He has also

appealed fo r  inform ers to turn  
in form ation over 'to him foi* 
prosecutions.

On Aug. 16 the A tto rney Gen­
eral secured a temporary in ­
junction against the TCA and 
“ all persons in active, concert or 
partic ipation”  in the boycott. 
However, the one step tha t would 
end the boycott —  rescinding 
the law by which a ll but ten 
Negro voters were gerrymander­
ed out of the c ity  lim its  —  has 
not been broached by state o f­
fic ia ls. Pending such a step it  
appears tha t the unoffic ia l boy­
cott w ill continue, fo r it  is im ­
possible even fo r  the Southern 
w hite supremacists to force the 
Negflo people o f Tuskegec to 
shop in stores where they don’ t 
want to.

IN  THIS  ISSUE

“ The Class Straggle Road 
To Negro E qua lity”

A Socialist W orkers Party 
Resolution 

(See Pages 2 and 3)

There has been a noticeable ' 
increase in the ac tiv ity  o f the 
Ku K lux K lan throughout the 
South. In Mapleoville, Ala., six 
Negroes were beaten by the 
hooded te rro ris ts  on Aug. 9. In  
Evergreen, Ala., fou r Negroes, 
two of them preachers, were 
s im ila rly  beaten. A particu la rly  
atrocious beating took place 
several weeks earlie r in Trave l­
ers Rest, South Carolina. There, 
e lderly Claude Cruoll was beaten 
by the K K K  because be and his 
w ife  took care o f the children 
of an impoverished white neigh­
bor. Cruell was chained and 
flogged. The w hite neighbor has 
been forced to move from  the 
d is tric t.

Another K K K  ac tiv ity  is th e [ 
picketing in fu l l  regalia of the 
movie, 'Island in the Sun, in 
Jacksonville, Florida. The film  
has an in terracia l cast including 
H a rry  Belafonte and Dorothy 
Dandridge.

B u t racism and racist violence 
has been by no means confined 
to the Deep South. Tho extent

to which th is poison infects the 
whole country was demonstrated 
in Levittown, Pennsylvania.

Levittow n is the lily -w h ite  
creation of big builder and big 
pro fiteer Lev itt. On Aug. 10 a 
Negro fam ily  named Myers 
purchased a home there. This 
was the signal fo r  racists to 
stage violent demonstrations. 
Crowds jeered and threw stones 
smashing windows. On Aug. 19, 
a fte r repairs had been com­
pleted, the courageous Myers 
fam ily  moved into the ir new 
home. State police protected them 
from  a Crowd of 400 white 
supremacists.

Rally ing to (he support of (he 
Myers from the beginning were 
(he next door neighbors, the 
American Friends Service Com­
mittee (Quakers) and the Jewish 
Labor Committee. Somewhat 
ta rd ily  the local and d is tric t o f­
fic ia ls o f the United Steelwork­
ers o f America o f the nearby 
Fairless Works o f the U.S. Steel 
Corp. have spoken out against 
violence and racist b igo try.
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The Class-Struggle Road to Negro Equality
Text of Resolution Adopted 
By Socialist Workers Party

The Negro struggle in the 
United States is part of the 
world revolutionary u p s u r g e  
against imperialism and capital­
ism. Its aims— the ending of all 
forms of racial segregation and 
discrimination; the winning of 
fu ll economic, social and political 
equality— bring it into conflict 
with capitalism as inescapably as 
the struggles of the colonial 
masses to achieve self-rule and 
national unity bring them into 
conflict with imperialism. The
character of t h e s e  conflicts 
strengthens tendencies a m o n g  
the Negro people to ally them­
selves not only with the anti- 
capitalist lorces at home, the
working class first of all, but 
also with the anti-imperialist 
forces abroad. The Negro strug­
gle for full equality will be won 
through the extension, consolida­
tion and triumph of these alli­
ances along consistently anti- 
capitajist a n d  anti-imperialist
lines.

The grow ing esoMariihy between 
the Negro strugg le  in  the United 
States and the vorld-wSlde move­
ment o f tflre colonial and semi-

A Majority of Mankind
In  addition the colored peoples 

In the colonial and semi-colonial 
spheres constitute a m a jo rity  of 
mankind. Bv making common 
cause w ith  them, the Negro peo­
ple help to reduce the handicap 
o f being a m inority o f the 
nation. A long these general lines 
both movements ‘derive mutual 
strength f r o m  the ir separate 
struggles.

Colonial support to  -the Negro 
straggle is dram atized by o f f i ­
cial invita tions extended to  Rev. 
M. L . K ing, president o f the 
Montgomery Improvement Asso- 
caition, to a ttend celebrations in 
Ghana and India. Soli'dlaifty w ith 
the coHonial revolution is mani­
fested through Negro support 
o f  the Egyptian and A lgerian 
liberation struggles; and by the 
lukewarm to  cool reception! o f 
the Eisenhower M iddle East doc-j 
tr ine  ini the Negro press.

The ir own b itte r  experiences 
w ith  a President who refuses to 
speak out in  .support o f civil 
righ ts  in  th is  country gives- the 
Negro people g o o d  reason to  
challenge the democratic preten­
sion's of U.S. capitalism ’s foreign 
policy. Experience likewise im ­
pels them to  challenge the con­
cept tha t im perii:'list wars are 
fough t f o r  democracy. They 
learned th a t lesson well in both 
W orld  W ar I I  and the Korean 
W ar. In  fact the ir w artim e les­
sons have accentuated and deep­
ened the  grievances of the Ne­
g ro  people.

W hile they were supposed to 
be fig h tin g  fo r  democracy, ac­
cording to  the cap ita lis t propa­
ganda, y o u n g  Negroes in- the 
armed (forces got a large dose o fi

J im  Crow ip  uniform . When 
those who so i-vived the slaughter 
were demobilized tfb e iy  were 
forced hack into hateful c iv ilian 
patterns o f segregation and d is­
crim ination. Meanwhile in South­
ern m ilita ry  c a m p s  Northern 
Negroes got a clearer p icture of 
conditions ftn th a t region where 
racial prejudice has its  deepest 
roots. Southern Negroes gained 
new ideas, fresh hope fro m  thelir 
Northern comrades in  uniform . 
Roth rubbed shoulders to a de­
gree w ith  the peoples o f the 
world, broadening the ir th inking, 
im oe ll’ng them toward greater 
m ilitancy in  the f ig h t fo r  equali­
ty . Once demobilized, young Ne­
gro veterans took tb e ir place in 
the fo re fron t o f the c iv il righ ts 
struggle.

On the home fro n t the colored 
people have im p lic it ly  tended to 
re iect the notion tha t the impe­
r ia lis t w ar was the ir war. M ili ­
tan t elements began to look in ­
stead fo r  opportunities to use 
the w ar as a means to push ahead 
a b it  in the ir own battle fo r  c iv il 
riglhfcs. In 1941 the March-on- 
Washington movement sprang 
up, receiving such strong mass 
support that the Roosevelt gov­
ernment fe lt compelled to make 
tem porary concessions toward an 
f K I ’ C. The 1913 Harlem out­
break sharpened the mass pres- 
ure, forcing some fu rth e r eon- 
cretization toward an FEPC in 
New York state policy. Consci­
ousness in the Negro struggle 
had begun to subordinate the w ar 
aims o f imperialism to the demo­
cratic aspirations o f the colored 
people.

Negroes in Industry
The c iv il r i g b i t s  movement 

gained momentum from  the rise 
in  industria l employment fo r  Ne­
groes forced- on the capitalists 
by the  needs o f the w ar economy. 
Across the decade from  1940 to 
1950 o ffic ia l s trtis tic s  showed 
a sharp rise fo r  the country as 
a whole in  tiro employment of 
(non - vhiit.es lira manufacturing. 
Where 1 out of 9 non-white work­
ers had been employed in man­
u factu re  in  1940, the ra tio  had 
risen by 1950 to  about 1 out of 
5. The a.rtifidiialiltv stim.ulia.ted 
economy o f -the cold w ar has en­
abled .the colored workers to ho’d 
and even expand the ir foothold 
in  industry. Figures fo r  1952 
showed the above ra tio  climbing 
toward 1 out of 4.

This upward trend in indus­
tr ia l employment fo r  colored 
workers spurred a vast wave o f 
Negro m igration from  the coun­
tryside in to  the cities o f the 
South and in to  the more h igb lv  
indu,stifalfyed reirionis elsewhere 
in the country. Over the 1940- 
1950 census de"P.de the number 
of Negroes outside the South nose 
nearl'v GO percent,'from  2,960 000 
to  4.600.000. The m ig ra to ry  trend 
toward the main dudw'ltrv“’! cen­
ters- pa rticu la rly  toward the war- 
stimulated West Coast industria l 
regions, is s tr ik in g ly  revealed by 
the 1950 figures. For example, 
in  ten year's the Negro popula­
tion of Lias Angeles bad trip led  
and in the Oakland-San Francisco 
area i t  bad increased tenfold.

A lthough more deeply assim i­
la ted in to  industry, the Negro 
workers s ti l l  face discrim ination 
on the job. In  the cities o f the 
N orth  and West, as in the .South, 
the rap id ly-grow ing colored pop­
ula tion -also remains generally 
segregated in  housing, usually 
under slum conditions a t high 
rents. In  community life  they face 
open or hypocritica l discrim ina­
tion  in vaiiiicu's forms. They are

united bv a burroing desire to 
break out o f  this vicious circle.

The rrigr-'itiiorns o f recent years 
hove erer.tTy stremctbened the 
Neero movement in  the f ig h t for 
d r ill Ttiio'Whs. People Tearing the 
Smith have been la rge ly ru ra l 
elements who had been dispersed 
a^wiis the fa rm ing  commimities. 
Th.ev lived -under deplorable cro- 
rom ic conditions, faced w ith 
■white •sirorem-acy in  its  worst 
forms and were therefore unable 
to mobilize tlremselves fo r  e f­
fective struggle in defense of 
th e ir righ ts . The ir new Itfe  in  the 
N orth  and West finds them con­
centrated in  industria l cities, in ­
tegrated in to  large, compact Ne­
gro comimiumities already w e ll ad­
vanced in  the struggle  fo r 
equality.

W ith  younger and more enter­
pris ing elements predominating 
the nvlgratory wave, the trans­
form ation  in the ir social con­
sciousness has been unnsnmllv 
rapid. The ir b ig  contribution to  
the strengthening of the Negro 
community has in tu rn  given new' 
w eight and fresh impetus to  the 
c iv il righ ts struggle. The m rw  
onemures reflected in  the miill- 
itanev of the Negro press and 
the mass response when called 
to aérien hv the ir leaders te s tify  
to  th is  fact. Most immediatelv 
significant in the N o r t h  and 
West has been the increased Ne­
gro participation in  political life. 
The rise in the Negro vote is 
changing the political balance of 
power in the general elections 
and has pushed the civil rights 
question to the fore as a nation­
al political issue. Thus the mi­
grations have resulted in the
strengthening of the Southern 
Negro struggle through the me­
dium of national politics.

The political' impact o f the Ne­
gro struggle compelled the T ru ­
man Democrats to make a dema­
gogic b id fo r  the Negro vote in

the 1948 elections a t the cost of 
a s p lit w ith  the Dudecrats. When 
the w hite supremacists than be­
gan to  s h ift th e ir support to the 
Republicans the Democratic Par­
ty  sought to  bu ry  the c iv il rights 
issue in a bid fo r  u n ity  w ith  its  
Southern, w ing. As a result the 
Republicans registered a s ig n ifi­
cant gain in  Negro votes, espe­
c ia lly  in the 1956 elections. This 
situation has stiffened competi­
tion between t h e  Capitalist 
parties fo r  'Negro support and 
may lead to some m inor improve­
ments in  the  federal c iv il righ ts 
laws. I f  so, the objective o f both 
the Democrats and Republicans 
w ill he to seek a maximum o f 
credit fo r  a minimum1 o f action. 
N either party  has the slightest

intention o f pressing fo r decisive 
measures *to enforce m inority  
righ ts.

Despite five po litica l shell game 
o f the capita lis t politicians, the 
pressures from  the c iv il rights 
movement, coupled w ith  the d ip lo­
matic pressures arising from  the 
colonial revolution, have compel­
led a series o f  capita lis t conces­
sions. These range from  the w ar­
time FEPC, through desegrega­
tion  of tlhe armed forces, to the 
1954 Supreme Court decision1 out­
lawing school segregation. A long 
w ith  tih'is la tte r concession has 
come sign ifican t new . evidence 
th a t i t  is  impossible to  secure 
fu l l  Negro equality through re­
liance on the cap ita lis t govern­
ment.

The White Citizens Councils
Crow domination is the growing 
■use of economic pressure— can­
cellation o f credit, insurance, l i ­
censes; discharge of workers and 
teachers—used against a ll who 
sign or show sympathy fo r suits 
requesting court action to de- 
segregste schools, protect the 
r ig h t to vote, etc.

A t the same time the extra- 
legal arm  of tlhe W hite Citizens 
Councils has conducted a typical 
Ku K lux  K lan campaign of te r­
ror. Arson, bombing, shooting, 
beating, lynching h rve  been un­
leashed against the Negro peo­
ple and th e ir white sympathizers. 
This te rro rism  is designed bo 
prevent Negroes from  organizing 
in defense o f the ir rights, from  
•acting to  break down segregation 
and discrim ination, from  exercis­
ing  the ir r ig h t to vote. I t  is also 
directed against Whites sympa­
thetic to the Negro people.

In  the face o f open wbite- 
supremacist defiance o f the Su­
preme Court and the campaign 
o f te rro r against the Negro peo­
ple, the federal government has 
done lit t le  or nothing to enforce 
the law or to  punish the white- 
supremacist thugs. A9 a rule, o f­
fic ia l action to desegregate pub­
lic  schools has been undertaken 
only where there is a re la tive ly 
small colored population. These 
actions have been confined p ri­
m arily  to  the border states, leav­
ing the Deep South v irtu a lly  un­
touched. The leaders o f both the 
Democratic and Republican par­
ties have acted only insofar as 
they fe lt compelled to do so un­
der mass pressure. Even then 
they have done as lit t le  as pos­
sible, hoping to appease the col­
ored masses through promises of 
fu tu re  action, w ithout actually 
doing much to make desegrega­
tion a liv ing  rea lity  on the so­
cial scene.

The Negro people refuse to  ac­
cept the go-slow policy of the 
cap ita lis t politicians. They have 
responded to the 1954 Supreme 
Court decision by a new mass 
upsurge in  the ir struggle fo r  fu ll 
equality and in  defense o f the ir 
very lives against white-suprem- 
acist te rro r. The 1955 lynch-mur- 
der of 14-year-old Em m ett Louis 
T il l  in Mississippi set o ff «• groat 
wave o f mass protest actions in 
the cities of the 'North and West. 
These demonstrations of Negro 
solidarity, m ilitancy and mass 
power made the T il l1 case a ma­
jo r  issue in  the national press 
and aroused widespread sympa­
th y  among whites. This mass

sympathy a n d  support in  the 
N orth  and West made the South­
ern Negroes feel they had allies. 
They became inspired to throw 
th e ir own weight in to  the scales 
through mass action to  combat 
■segregation, discrim ination, b ru ­
ta lity .

Hand on the heel® o f the T il l 
demonstrations a mass struggle 
exploded r ig h t in  the heart of 
the deep South. The Negro peo­
ple o f Montgomery, Alcbama, 
solid ly united and 50,660 strong, 
set out to smash segregation on 
the c ity  buses. They were open­
ing  a f ig h t to w in  fu l l  equality in  
a il spheres, s ta rting  where they 
had the strongest in itia l tactical 
advantage —  the bus boycott. 
They h it  hard w ith  the ir eco­
nomic power as the main users 
of the buses: demanding seating 
on a> first-com e, first-served 
basis; courteous treatm ent; and 
the h ir in g  o f colored drivers on 
routes in predom inantly Negro 
neighborhoods.

The Democratic P arty  p o lit i­
cian's in local government struck 
back through a mass tr ia l o f t)he 
boycott leaders, a im ing to be­
head and crush the new mass o r­
ganization, the Montgomery Im ­
provement Assoeiction. B u t the 
colored people of the c ity  tunned 
out fo r the tr ia l in mass to show 
so lida rity  w ith  th e ir  victim ized 
leaders. Defense witnesses poured 
o u t the b itte r  grievances of a 
long-suffering p e o p l e  fo r  the 
whole world to hear. A lthough 
Rev. K ing  was convicted, the 
tr ia l was actually turned in to a

The Civil Rights Struggle and the SWP Resolution
For the last six weeks c iv il righ ts has been the main order 

o f business in Congress.
Outside Congress, the Negro people •’ re locked in battle  against 

the racists on a series of fronts in the N orth  and the South.
The resolution of the Socialist 'Workers Party, adopted a t its  

17th National Convention last June, sets fo rth  the reason why 
civi* righ ts has become the leading politica l issue in the nation 
today.

I t  present- an analysis of the contending forces in tlie  c iv il 
rights ccnfriet and •> program fo r the victory of thd- Negro people 
in alliance w ith  the labor movement.

We prin t the SWP resolution as a contribution to the dis­
cussion among ell partisans of Negro equality over how to abolish 
Jim Crow. — Editor.

menfs more effectively than any 
previous organization had done, 
enabling them all to contribute 
to the common cause. T ’-e main 
th rus t toward organized action, 
however, came from the working 
class section of the movement.

A t  every stage t’he struggle re­
vealed the presence of an ,;ble 

-Worker leadership schooled in 
tlhe a rts  o f mass organization. 
T yp ify in g  this w orker leadership 
is M r. E. D. N ixon, treasurer of 
the MIKA and a veteran union 
and c iv il r igh ts  leader. H is long 
tra in ing  and experience were no 
doulbt reflected in the keen se,vse 
of tim ing  w ith  which the growing 
mass m ilitancy became c rys trt- 
lized in to  concrete mass action.

I t  took a skilled hand to act 
decisively w h i l e  the masses 
see Hied w ith  anger ovev the a r­
rest of Mrs. Rosa Parks; to  
sw iftly  mobilize a broadly rep­
resentative leading cadre from  
tbe Negro population ts  a whole; 
and to hammer out a c learly de-

do Beyond the NAACP
The NAACP 'policy of cF'scour- the colored1 peonle goes heven’d 

aging mass action led in the the various small-scale local ao- 
N orth  and West to sporadic up- t ;ons o f recent yecrs. The 1941 
surges of struggle in indeipend- March-on-Washington movement 
ent organizational form . In  the evoked a broad mass response to 
South, however, such partia l, epi- a protest action aimed squarely 
sodic mass actions could not be a t the cap ita lis t government. Tbe 
undertaken. For the Southern 1943 Harlem outbreak reflected 
Negroes to w in  a m-ss struggle a s im ila r mass mood, as did the 
i t  was necessary fo r  them to spontaneous residence to the 
propel a whole people in to  mo- anti-Negro pogrom in D etro it 
tion, an e ffo rt not to be ligh t- the same year.
Jy undertaken due to the peril In  lf)5 5) w}len the conservative 
o f savage reprisals i f  defeated. N egro ]eaders announced meet- 
Thev therefore sought maximum ;ngiS to protest tlle  qxp murder,

fined perspective around which 
to summon the masses to battle. 
The record s h o w s  tha t these 
things were done. End done con­
sciously, during the f i r s t  days of 
the Montgomery action.

As the boycott settled into a 
siege fu rth e r evidence revealed 
the presence of experiencedi mass 
organizers. The car pool alone 
was a masterpiece o f organiza­
tion, involving vehicles, drivers, 
dispatchers, mechanics and very 
substantial s e r v i c e  facilities. 
S trike  techniques appeared in 
the form  o f an organized re lie f 
system, public ity and legal de­
fense mechanisms and system­
atic appeals fo r material aid. 
The regular mass meetings to 
keep the ranks informed o f de­
velopments and to help sustain 
th e ir fig h tin g  mqrale are in the 
best trad ition  o f m ilita n t la ­
bor struggle. Among the most 
s ign ifican t features is the gen­
era lly democratic structure o f the 
movement.

Use Economic Weapons

utiliza tion  of tbe N AACP as an 
instrum ent o f straggle, im part­
ing to i t  unusual ' r e g i o n a l  
strength tha t added to i ts  spe­
cific w eight ra tiona lly . In  ad­
d ition N AAC P in itia tive  cn the 
proceedings tha t led to the school 
desegregation deris’on brought 
great prestige to the organiza­
tion and its  ra tiona l leadership.

Yet the fundamental flaw  in 
N AAC P policy— reliance on the 
capita lis t government to secure 
c iv il righ ts— has repeatedly up­
set its  organizational control 
over the insurgent Negro masses.

W ith  the rise o f the CIO, the 
colored workers sought to 'adapt 
to the c iv il righ ts movement the 
methods o f struggle they had 
learned in  the  unions—boycotts, 
picketing, protest demonstrations 
— and to secure union support 
of the ir e fforts. Various local 
organizations sprang in to  being 
as instrum ents o f mass action, 
usually around some specific is ­
sue. Across the years such local 
movements have arisen and then 
disappeared, only to arise again 
in  somewhat d iffe ren t form .

Evidence o f the rebellious 
mood permeating the tanks of

the colored masses of the North 
and West (filled the  ha lls to 
overflowing. Unionized Negro 
workers in  Chicago forced ex­
tension of the protest through a 
picket line a t the C ity  Hall, add­
ing  to the b ill o f .particulars lo­
cal acts o f  violence against col­
ored people.

More alarmed than inspired by 
the vigorous mass response to 
the ir call fo r, a protest, the con­
servative Negro leaders sought 
to discourage fu r th e r mass ac­
tion, hoping to keep the move­
ment confined w ith in  the gen­
eral fram ework of reliance on the 
government. They were not to 
succeed because the necessary 
conditions Tor mass action in. the 
South had now matured. The col­
ored people of Montgomery were 
able to  catch up w ith  the general

One of the boycott demand® 
celled fo r  employment o f Negro 
bus drivers on certain lines. This 
indicates perception of the need 
to relate class problems of the 
Negro workers to  th ° general 
c iv il r igh ts  'Struggle. .Sensitivity 
to the economic interests of the 
masses is fu rth e r indicated by 
the M IA  decision to organize a 
cred’t  union. This step, o ffe ring  
a measure of protection against 
white supremacist economic re­
prisals. followed the boycott vic­
tory. Thus i t  implies d'eteimina- 
tfon to continue w ith  organized 
mass action in the fig h t fo r fu ll 
equality.

H igh  potential fo r  the l(contin-. 
uation o f policies IhvolrifigTriiAg« 
partic ipation is also implied by 
the predominance o f youth in the 
M IA  leadership. Throughout his­
to ry  the youtih' have given vigor, 
sweep arid boldness to move­
ment® deeply r o o t e d  in the 
masses. Th is  sp irit, infused into 
the strulgg'e by the worker 
youth, imparted m ilitancy to the 
young lawyers and ministers. As 
the young ministers responded 
bravely to tbe mass upsurge, tlhe 
w orker organizers pushed1 them 
forward as public spokesmen. 
Several factors were involved: 
the trad itiona l role of the church 
in the c iv il r igh ts  strugg le ; the 
educational advantages derived 
from  the ir m in isteria l tra in ing ; 
fhe time they can give to the 
movement w ithou t need fo r  per­
sonal financial aid.

The attention given t,o the 
m inisters by the press has cre­
ated a p a rtly  d istorted picture 
o f the M IA . Despite the religious 
tones and language imparted by 
the m inisters in the leadership, 
i t  is  not p r im a rily  a religious 
movement. Because o f peculiar 
h istorical1 circumstances, segre­
gation especially, the church has 
come to (be a social, cu ltura l and 
politica l i«s w ell as religious cen­
te r fo r  the Negro people. When

the boycott struggle began the 
church was there a t hand, ava il­
able as a convenient meeting 
place End organizational center. 
In  addition, its  character as la- 
religious 'institu tion  afforded a 
measure of protection against 
white-supremarist violence, a l­
though the n igh t-p row ling  w hite 
supremacists have not hesitated 
to hurl bombs a t Negro churches.

The MIIA mass meetings were 
called “ prayer meetings,”  but 
they were not a t e ll convention­
al religious gatherings, fo r  the 
“ prayers”  were recita tions of 
grievances, demands and pledges 
to do something about them in 
an organized and m ilita n t fash­
ion. The theme o f “ ftdri-Vidlelicfii”  
heavily stressed by the m inis­
ters, found an echo in the ranks, 
ch ie fly fo r  its  tactical s ig n ifi­
cance. The Negro people have 
no reason to precipitate acts of 
violence!. They are merely de­
manding the c iv il righ ts to which 
they are legally entitled under 
the U.S. Constitution. A ll the 
violence comes from  the white 
supremacists who seek through 
te rro r to  restrain the colored 
people from  figh ting  fo r the ir 
rights. 'Advocacy of “ non-vio­
lence”  therefore meets w ith fa ­
vor as a means to protest against 
the terrorism  aimed at the Ne­
gro freedom fighters.

The program of Rev. K ing  and 
some o f the otiher ministers is a 
confusing- and coniflietii'nig com­
bination of mystical-pad f is t slo­
gans and m ilitan t-p ractica l ac­
tions. On the one hand they 
preach a doctrine— “ love vour en­
emy,”  “ turn  the other cheek” —  
th a t impedes ra ther th 'rn  p ro ­
motes the mobilization of forces 
to  f ig h t Jim  Crow, invites col­
laboration w ith  the enemy and 
fac ilita tes h is continued domina­
tion. On the other hand they have 
supported and led a courageous 
mass struggle against tha t en­
emy.

Passive Resistance?
“ Passive resistance”  is a fo r ­

mula th a t can toe f ille d  w ith  d if­
fe rent kind& o f content. In  -Gan­
dhi's hands i t  was used to par­
alyze and demoralize mass action 
a t crucial moments. In  Mont­
gomery, however, even though 
the m inisters pra’ ®e Gandhi, the 
accent so fa r  has been on strag­
gle, and the boycott was active 
a ll the way. The m inisters on- 
pear to have been accepted bv 
the members of the M IA  as lead­
ers in  the s trugg le  not because 
they preached passivity but be- 
oause, 're flecting the sentiments 
of the members, they preached 
resistance'—collective resist'nee. 
The d istinguishing feature of tbe 
Montgomery movement is not 
pacifis t declarations o f some o f 
its leaders tout its  use of mass 
action to f ig h t Jim  Crow. Its  
fu tu re  depends on the continued 
use and extension of such action.

One product o f the Montgom- 
e iy  straggle was the form ation 
o f the Southeip Leaders Confer­
ence. This opens new possilbili-

tiend toward m ilita n t struggle ties fo r  the development of mass 
and in  doing so they pushed the struggle methods on a broader 
whole movement towards a h ig h -, basis than the bus 'boycott. I t  
er stage of development. | iTnfp iieiS the necessity fo r  greater

The Montgomery Improvement, intervention by the Southern Ne- 
Association was the m obilization1 groes themselves, and therefore 
o f an e n t i r e  Southern Negro represents a d iffe ren tia tion  from  
community in action. I t  united the conservative policies o f the 
the workers, women, youth, pro- national Negro leaders -Who cling 
fessional and middle class ele-1 to th e ir  reliance on the capital-

is t .government to b ring  about 
c iv il righ ts reforms.

One of the f i r s t  steps of the 
SLC was the call fo r a mass p il­
grimage to  Washington on May 
17, 19157, to  pu t pressure on the 
government. The N AAC P lead­
ership was drawn into sponsor­
ship o f  th is  action. The p ilg rim ­
age was poorly organized, the 
tu rnout fa llin g  fa r  short of w hat 
was possible. Nevertheless, i t  
was a successful demonstration 
and a historic occasion.

Though threatened many times 
in the past, th is was the f irs t 
mass Negro march on Washing­
ton. The chief impulse came from 
the Southern Negroes, whose en­
try  on the national politica l scene 
showed them to be capable o f 
mobilizing beside themselves the 
chief national Negro organiza­
tion and a section o f the labor 
movement. This action forecasts 
motion toward a higher stage o f 
struggle tha t can lead to inde­
pendent politica l action in oppo­
sition to the capita list parties.

'Outside the ¡South the colored 
masses Ihaive been 'highly re ­
sponsive to t h e  Montgomery 
struggle and to the steps taken 
by the ¡Southern Leaders Confer­
ence since the 'boycott victory. 
They are wondering w hy they 
can’t  get into action themselves. 
W ith in  <the NAAQP the ranks 

(Continued on page 3)

successful counter-attack on the 
white supremacists.

Meanwhile the M IA  launched 
an attack in the federal courts 
on the Alabama bus segregation 
law'. They kept the boycott pres­
sure on t h r - O M g h o l i l  the court 
deliberations, showing tremen­
dous staying pow'er in a year­
long siege. The mass pressure 
speeded t h e  judicial proceed­
ings, resulting in a U.S. Supreme 
Court decision l a s t  December 
knocking out the Alabama law 
in question. When the court or­
der came through the Negro 
people acted to enforce it by re­
turning to the buses on a non­
segregated basis.

iS im iiar enforcement of the 
court order was undertaken a t 
Tallahassee, F lorida, where a -bus 
boycott had been started fo llow ­
ing the M ontgom ery action. Test 
demonstrations w e r  e carried 
through in Birm ingham, A tlanta 
and other Southern cities in  or­
der to  in itia te  e ou r t  action 
against l o c a l  bus segregation 
laws. A t an A tlan ta  meeting 97 
Negro leaders gathered to form  
a Southern Leaders Conference 
w ith Rev. K ing  as president. The 
Conference proclaimed its  in ten­
tion  to f ig h t -on u n til aM forms 
o f racial discrim ination have 
been abolished. President Eisen­
hower was asked to  come into 
tlhe .South and publicly state his 
position on the c iv il  r igh ts  issue. 
When he refused the Southern 
Leaders Conference a t a la ter 
meeting in  New Orleans pro­
posed -a- mass p ilgrim age to 
Washington to  demand a c t  i on  
from  the federal government.

Beginning with the Montgom­
ery bus boycott, the Southern 
Negro movement assumed a van­
guard role in the civil rights 
struggle and changed the course 
of events. Skillfully mobilized by 
able leaders with clear aims, the 
colored masses intervened against 
the White Citizens Councils, 
confronting them for the first 
time with a head-on fight. Cap­
italist politicians of all stripes 
were compelled to reshape their 
policies under the impact of mass 
pressure. Throughout the Negro 
movement the ranks became new­
ly inspired; strategic and tac­
tical p o li c i e s. organizational 
farms and leadership patterns 
have been affected.

The Montgomery action broke 
through the lim ita tions long im ­
posed on the civil r igh ts  move­
ment by the national leadership 
o f the NiAiACP. D is trus t and de­
liberate res tra in t of mass action 
has been a central component of 
o ffic ia l NiAAOP policy. A t the 
national! level the b-sic policy 
has been to seek gradual exten­
sion o f eiviil r igh ts  through- re­
liance on the courts, law enforce­
ment agencies and legislative 
bodies, w orking tow ard tha t end 
through the medium of the cap­
ita lis t political] parties.

Membership pairtieipati-on in 
the ‘local N A A d P  (brunches has 
been more o r less confined1 to 
fund raising, legw ork in support 
of national policies dictated from 
the top  and local activities 
around civic reform  movements 
Fe\v workers could be activated 
in th is environment. W ith  some 
exceptions, the movement- re­
mained essentially middle class 
in its  active core, pa rticu la rly  
outside the South, thus fa c ilita t­
ing middle class domination of 
the ‘leadership nationally.

t

Announcement of t h e  school 
desegregation decision led to open 
defiance of the Supreme Court 
by the white supremacists. The 
White 1 Citizens Councils came 
into being las a new instrument 
to combine legal and extra-legal 
acts of racial repression. Recent 
estimates place the total mem­
bership of the Councils around 
350,000 in all Southern states. 
This racist movement has been 
openly mobilized by the South­
ern Democratic politicians. The 
Southern press has given gen- 
eal support to its white supranta>- 
cist attack on the Negro people.

The Councils have the ir great­
est strength in  ru ra l and sm all­
town areas where poverty, lack 
o f education, (bigotry end deep- 
dyed patterns o f prejudice lend 
themselVes to  the' incitement of 
racial antagonisms. These ru ra l 
forces have ibeen used bv the cap­
ita lis t politicians to help impose 
con fo rm ity  w ith  Jim-Crow po li­
cies on the white population in 
the  cities, including the white 
w orking class. Southern Whites 
who sympathize w ith  the Negro 
people have w ith  few exceptions 
avoided open manifestations o f 
support. The exceptions often in ­
volve individual ¡acts o f heroism, 
usually followed iby white-su- 
premacist reprisals.

Throughout the  Deep South the 
legal arm  o f the W hite  Citizens 
Councils, operating a t the state 
and local government levels, has 
acted to  checkmate racial in ­
tegration and to in tim idate and 
victim ize the Negro people. Since 
the 1954 Supreme Court deci­
sion over 100 new segregation 
laws have been enacted in  South­
ern states. The Georgia legisla­
ture has demanded impeachment 
o f six U jS. Supreme Court | 
j u d g e s .  ¡Reverting to  the olid 
states’ righ ts  p o s i t i o n  o f the 
slave holders, the w h i t e  su­
premacists contend tha t a state 
may interpose its  sovereignty 
lago-nst “  un oo mst i tu t i o n« 1 ”  fed­
eral in tervention. Laws have been 
passed aimed a t ba rring  Negroes 
from  resort to federal court ac­
tion  in defense o f the ir c iv il 
nights.

In  several states the NAACP 
has been o ffic ia lly  outlawed. De­
mands have been ¡raised tha t the 
federal government pu t t h e  
N A  ACP on its  Witch - hunting 
' ‘subversive”  List. Legal fram e- 
ups against Negno freedom f ig h t­
ers have been perpetrated in  the 
state and local courts. An equal­
ly- potent weapon to preserve Jim

colonial peoples plays a v ita l 
Hole in  the development o f tlie 
American w orking cflbss. I t  fo re­
shadows the lin k in g  ¡up o f the 
struggles o f the  American w ork­
ing class, which have not yet 
assumed conscious an ti-cap ita lis t 
forms, w ith  the re la tive ly  more 
advanced c h a r a c t e r  o f the world 
revolutionary process. Since the 
Negroes .have become integrated 
i n t o  the M o d e r n  l a b o r  movement 
th e ir  g r e a t e r  receptivity to 
tihe international an ti-cap ita lis t 
M o v e m e n t  tends to introduce a 
'S’ g .n ii lf io a .n t  revolutionary ingre- 
(herrt in to the consciousness of 
the w ork ing  class as a whole.

The ever-cfloser feeling o f kin­
ship between the .Negro and! co­
lonial peoples derives from  the ir 
mutual experiences #ir> straggle, 
and from  the  fa c t th a t the co­
lonial masses are in  the main' cpl- 
oi'ed people who have been do­
m inated by im peria lis t nations 
cornt.ro tied by a w h ite  lu lling 
class. Thus the struggle  against 
w hite  supremacy permeates both 
the colonial and Negro Move­
ments, re inforcing the ir solidari­
ty .
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expensive to the While workers. 
A t  the same tim e the Montgom­
ery boycott action cannot help 
but give them  a new apprecia­
tion  o f the fig h tin g  qualities 
o f the Negro workers.

The Negro workers, fo r their 
part, appear eager to jo in in the 
union struggle. However, they 
want first-class citizenship w ith ­
in organized labor, along with 
union support o f the ir c iv il 
r igh ts  in  industry and through­
out society. By meeting th is just 
demand labor w ill serve its own

Southern industry Expands
Expansion of «the «Southern in ­

dustrial! economy covers a whole 
series o f products, extending 
from  i n d u s t r i a l  «machinery, 
through w ar materials, tp  a 
large varie ty of consumer items. 
According to the magazine U.S. 
News and .World Report of 
January 27, 1956, gains in  man­
u factu ring  output over- the last 
15 years range from  353% fo r 
Alabama to  533% f o r  .South 
Carolina. The South now accounts 
fo r  nearly one-quarter «of the 
country's m anufacturing fa c ili­
ties as compared to 9% a t the 
tu rn  o f the century.

A. s im ila r rise in  the number 
o f Southern wage earners en­
gaged in manufacturing is shown 
by the National Negro Year 
Book. During the period from 
i9.40 to 1950 the percentage of 
a ll Southern wage earners thus 
engaged rose from 16.0 to 18.4; 
in  the same ten years the per­
centage o f non-whites involved 
rose from 10.1 to 11.4. Mechani­
zation o f agriculture, on the oth­
er hand, has resulted since 1950 
in  the elim ination of 55 000 share­
croppers in  t h e Southeastern 
states alone, leaving a remaining 
to ta l o f around 200,000 in that 
single (area of the South. This 
figu re , related to the land, re­
flects the continuing propulsion 
o f uprooted agricu ltura l peoples 
toward the industria l centers.

Thus in  the  iSouth, as else­

where in  the nation, the Negro 
people are undergoing an in ten­
sive process o f «urbanization and 
industria lization. C ity  life  con­
fron ts  them  «wiltlh« the same old 
prejudices they faced on the 
land, only the resu lting social 
patterns are somewhat d ifferent. 
In  the communities they are se­
gregated (but they «also become 
more compactly organized. In  in- 
dustry they meet general dis­
crim ination bu t they also gain 3 
h igher fo rm  of class homogenei­
ty  than they were able to atta in 
on the land. A new necessity and 
a new opportuntiy  arises fo r  a 
firm e r class .unity of the colored 
and w hite  to ile rs  than could be 
found in agriculture. Im plied Is a 
m ajor «breach in the wall of white 
supremacy leading toward fu ­
sion of «the c iv il righ ts move­
ment w ith  the class struggle in 
industry.

Keenly aware of these social 
implications, the monopoly cap­
ita lis ts  who t o d a y  dominate 
Southern politica l ru le seek to 
strengthen the wall o f white su­
premacy in order to keep labor 
divided along color lines. In  
the last analysis the W hite C i­
tizens Councils are actually the 
tool o f the monopoly bankers, in ­
dustria lists and planters. They 
are using th is tool to maintain 
the open shop, keep wages down 
and coin super-profits at labor’s 
expense.

interests, gaining colored-white 
so lidarity  in  industry and w in ­
ning over the colored people gen­
era lly as allies. This alliance, 
which flows natura lly  from the 
mutual interests and essential 
class a ff in ity  o f the labor and 
civ il r igh ts  movements, can be 
firm ly  cemented by the Negro 
workers.

There are v irtua 'lly  no capita l­
ists among the Negro people and 
only a th in  layer of middle« class 
elements. As a people they are 
overwhelm ingly .working class in 
composition. Triken nationally, a 
large section of the Negro w ork­
ers are already unionized. These 
unionists a«re fa rthest advanced 
in connecting t'he f ig h t fo r  the ir 
c iv il righ ts w ith  the struggle to 
defend the ir «ckisd interests and 
in ra is ing  po litica l consciousness 
to a higher level.

«Usually the las t to «he «hired 
and the f i r s t  to  .be fired , the 
th rea t o f unemployment becomes 
fo r  -tlbem both a c iv il r igh ts  and

a class i-ssiue requ iring  united La-0 
bor-Negro action in  a ll respects 
As a segregated m inority  they 
su ffe r the worst 'housing' crisis, 
thus fee ling an acute need fo r  
common e ffo rts  toy the labor and 
Negro movements to com«pel gov­
ernment action in  the «housing 
fie ld. M ig ra to ry  .pressures on the 
c ity  ghetto es aire pus«hing the 
Negtro people out in to  nexv re-si - 
dentiiel areas where they meet 
vicious w  h  i  t  e ©upneroaieist re­
sistance. Yet oveiywhere in  the 
country they see the capita lis t 
politicians ducking responsibility 
fo r  enforcement o f the Negroes’ 
r ig h t to 'a. home. They fin d  lit t le  
equality anywhere, 'except in  tax­
ation to  finance the capita lis t 
war program  toward which they 
Show no enthusiasm.

These conditions force the Ne­
gro m ilitan ts  toward an exam i­
nation of the politica l nature of 
the government power. They find 
the main bastion o f white su­
premacist rule among the .South­
ern Democrats whose .political 
strength derives in  great pa rt 
from  the disenfi'amchiasement «1 
the colored masses. Nationally 
they see the Democrats aid the 
white supremacists «by giving 
them the chairmanships of key 
Congressional committees. They 
behold the Republicans making 
the ir contribution in  the form  
of 'a coalition w ith  the .Southern 
Democrats to  enact generally re­
pressive laws, while the Presi­
dent remains neutra l on the ©ids 
o f the racists.

Need for Independent Politics

Top Union Officials Duck Fight
Failu re  o f the national union 

o ffic ia ls  to  seriously combst the 
w hite supremacists has helped 
the W hite  Citizens Councils to 
gain Strength in the unions. As 
a resu lt existing prejudices 
among w h i t e  workers are in 
some cases deepened. A  general 
pattern o f conform ity w ith  white 
supremacist policies emerges fo r 
lack o f obss struggle education 
and an effective mpens o f re ­
sistance to t h e  racists. W hite 
workers who would like  to f ig h t 
back hesitate fo r  fea r of re ­
prisals against whn.dh H'C”  have 
no ready defense. Usually they re­
sort to  indlireet methods of show­
ing  the ir siympa.thv w ith  the col­
ored workers in the c iv il righ ts 
struggle  and the ir feel'ngs o f 
so lidarity  ■with t i h e m  as cl1: ss 
brothers.

A lthough industria l -employ­
ment in  the  ISouth is rap id ly  ex­
panding, less than one-fifth  of 
the workers are organized into 
unions. Open shop conditions 
have in  tu rn  perpetuated the 
Southern, wage d iffe ren tia l. Ac­
cording to  U.S. Departm ent of 
Labor figures fo r  195.3-54, fo r 
every SI a production w orker 
earned in  Chicago, h is  counter­
pa rt in  A tlanta , Dallas or New 
Orleans earned only 70 to 75 
cents. These circumstances have 
given rise inthe N orth  and West 
to  an increasing flow  o f runaway 
plante toward the South.

Deliberate e f f o r t s ,  to draw 
industries southward a r e  illu ­
strated (by a current national ad­
vertis ing  campaign smonsored «by 
the Oklahoma State Department 
o f Commerce and* Industry, a 
governmental arm  o f capita list 
po litica l «rule. As published' «in the 
New York Times of March 10, 
1957, the advertisement states in  
p a rt: “ In  May of 1955 the aver­
age hourly pay o f Oklahoma la ­
bor was $1.74 per hour compared 
w ith  the national average of 
$1.84 per hour [ wage d iffe ren ­
t ia l ] .  The peicent o f man-days 
worked, 'lost through labor dis­
putes (for the  nation «was .72, 
while tha t o f Oklahoma was only 
.33 [open shop].”

To workers outside the South 
the danger o f runawtay plants 
and the drag o f the wage d if-

ferentia l are costly to  the ir em­
ployment and the ir earning pow­
er. Unionization o f the South is 
therefore v ita l to  labor nation­
a lly. But as the experience in 
building the CIO taught, unions 
can’t  be organized w ithout the 
aid o f the colored workers in ­
volved. Consequently i t  is a m at­
te r of class duty fo r labor to sup­
po rt the c iv il r igh ts  movement 
in order to help forge colored 
and w hite solidarity in industry.

The AFT.-CIO «in F lin t, M ich­
igan recently denounced locaL a t­
tempts to fo rm  a W hite Citizens 
Council. This action clearly sterns 
from  lessons f i r s t  learned in  the 
great sit-down strikes o f 1937 
through which the CIO. organized 
the auto workers. However, the 
F lin t policy decilaii'''1;ion gives 
i-ise to some questions. I f  the 
W hite Citizens Councils- are anti- 
latoor in  F lin t, are they not also 
anti-labor in  Montgomery, A la ­
bama? I f  F lin t lalbor is now 
threatened toy Ib is  wtltiite-suprem- 
aci®t tool o f «the cap ita lis t class, 
shouldn’t  the  AFL-G IO  launch 
an offensive against the W hite 
Citizens Councils a t the fm in- 
tainhead in  the South? Shouldn’t  
tlhat offensive «take the fo rm  o f 
an a ll-out union organizational 
drive, coupled w ith  m ilita n t sup­
port of the • c iv il r ig h ts  move­
ment, the unions’ natural a lly  
against the anti-N egro, an ti-I" - 
bor Conspiracy of the white su­
premacists ?

The union movement is .in an 
excellent position to cut away 
the mass base o f the W hite C it i­
zens Councils. V igorous union 
intervention, backed by up the 
fu ll national power of organized 
labor, «would evoke a real re ­
sponse among the Southern w o rk ­
ers. The dynamic s trike  wave 
tha t raced across the ISouth in 
1955 revealed the grow ing w ork­
er sentiment fo r  .union action. In 
a sense th is  s tr ike  wave pa ra l­
leled the great 1934 strikes which 
arose as itbe best-ligh tn ing  sig­
na lling the coming CIO storm.

Objective circumstances a r e  
preparing «the w h ite  workers to 
accept the colored toilers as class 
«brothers. Open-shop conditions 
are cheating problems tha t make 
racial prejudice more and more

Recognition is therefore dawn­
ing that to break the power of 
the w h i t e  supremacists the 
masses must enter the political 
a ten a as an independent force. 
The proposal o f the Southern 
Leaders Conference to organize 
a mass p ilgrim age to  Washing­
ton was a lim ited step in tha t 
direction. I t  also pointed the way 
fo r  the union movement in op­
posing the governmental attacks 
on labor. In  fact there« is great 
need fo r the l a b o r  and civil 
righ ts movements to jo in forces in 
independent politica l action to ad­
vance the ir mutual interests.

As yet the Negro movement is 
ahead« of organized tabor in gath­
ering m a s s  momentum. The 
urion struggle remains muted 
clue .largely (to the h igh level of 
employment end t  h e tolerable 
wage level made possible through 
production f  o r  war. However, 
there is considerable ferm ent 
wiithin the unions nationally and 
among the unorganized workers 
of the .South. Wriith the c iv il righ ts 
movement upsetting the nation­
al po litica l equilibrium  and ad­
vancing the po«litiral education 
of the w ork ing  class, Libor is 
'brought th a t much closer to a 
mass Upsurge. When the w ork­
ers act the ir struggles m i l1 lend 
fi'ech v% or to .Cbo Negro move­
ment. This in terre la tion between 
the two movements w ill tend to 
lead them toward uniifv o f pu r­
pose in  th'e sphea'e of independent 
politica l .action..

Their fusion in to  a. united po­
litica l «force would im ply a head- 
on collision w ith  the capcta'list 
ru ling  class, breaking up the 
present tw o-party  sw.ind«le and 
precip itating a class polarization 
in  politics. In  the process the 
civil r igh ts  forces could he ex­
pected to a«llv themselves* w ith  la­
bor to launch an independent la ­
bor p a rty  based on «the unions.

The ch ie f obstacles to th is  de­
velopment are the union officia ls 
w ith  th e ir middle class m entality 
and the middle c iiss  Negro leia-d- 
ev'ship. Both sets o f bureaucrats 
violate the democratic righ ts  of 
the membership acting to keep 
the masses chained to the libera! 
cap ita lis t politicians. (Shrinking 
from  direct struggle against the 
capita list ru ling  class, they ap­
peal to the «capitalist govern­
ment fo r  reforms to appease the 
masses. Toward this end' they 
give general support to the Dem­
ocratic P arty , w ith  an occasion­
al sortie in to  Republican politics 
to demonstrate the ir “ independ­
ence.”  As a consequence they 
spread cap ita lis t ideas among the 
masses, im pa ir class conscious­
ness and sow illusions th a t a fu n ­
damental change can be brought 
albout under capitalism.

O ffic ia l union support of the 
c iv il r igh ts  movement is  delilb- 
e.ra.te!y channeled through the 
conservative leadership dominat­
ing the NAACP. This policy «flows 
from  fear that mass action in  the 
c iv il r igh ts  struggle w ill cause 
ferm ent among Negro workeirs 
in  the union® nationa lly and1 help 
precipitate mass action to union­
ize the South. A m ilita n t leader­
ship would welcome such, possi­
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bilities and act to spread the 
process. But the top union o ff i­
cials see only a danger q f upset­
tin g  th e ir class-collaborationist 
scheme to re fe r all social prob­
lems to  the Democratic P arty  fo r 
adjustment, Above a ll they fear 
to  face the race issue in the 
South, an evasion o f leadership 
responsibility tha t doomed in ad­
vance the Southern organization 
drive started in 1946. Their fa i l­
ure enabled the Dixiecralts to stay- 
in  power and enact '“ R ight-to- 
W ork”  laws as a fu rthe r barrier 
to unionization.

False policies w ith in  the rad­
ical movement have «helped to 
pa'op up the class collaborationist 
poOiiticel line o f the union o f f i­
cials and the conservative Ne­
gro leadens. The Soetal Demo­
crats, having abandoned class- 
strug-gle concepts as they capitu­
lated' to the  cap ita lis t w ar policy, 
act in  close kinship w ith  the bu­
reaucrats d'omineting the mass 
movement. The Communist P ar­
ty, fo llow ing  the deceptive «Sta­
lin is t 'line o f “ peaceful co-exist­
ence,”  advances the  misleading 
notion t h a t  fundamental social 
problems can be solved' through 
an “ anti-monopoly coalition”  cut­
t in g  across class lines. Both ten­
dencies render service to the con­
servative leaders o f the kubor 
and Negro movements in  keen­
ing the masses tied1 to the Dem­
ocratic P ir ty .

The Communist Parte, which 
in  the  nasi ha«s been the most 
successful in recru iting  Negro 
m ilitants, has also done a «lot to 
discredit the radical! movement 
in the eves of the colored masses. 
A«mong Negroes, as in American 
life  generally, the CP leaders 
have consistenly demonstrated 
the ir readflness to subordinate "’ II 
other interests to these o f the 
Soviet bureaucracy. Tw ists and 
turns in K r e m l i n  diplomacy, 
ra ther than changes in American 
conditions, have accounted fo r 
the abrupt changes in  the CP line 
e«n the Negro struggle : “ m ili­
tancy”  against Jim Crow during 
the S ta lin -H itle r pact; hostility  
to the Negro struggle as “ dis­
rup ting  the war e ffo rt”  during 
the U.S.-Soviet, wartime« alliance: 
“ m ilitancy”  a g a i n '  during the 
cold w ar; and now, a readiness 
to take a “ statesmanlike”  view 
even o f anti-Negro forces i f  thev 
are w illin g  to  support “ peaceful 
co-existence.”

The Communist P arty  «ft one 
tim e advocated establishment o f 
a  Negro Republic in  the Black 
Belt. «This slogan ran counter to 
the In tegra tion is t aims of the 
colored people and fu r th e r «alien­
ated them from  socialist .ideas. 
Tt also created confusion «about 
the principles o f s'elf-determina- 
tion. Theore tic-lly , the profound 
grow th of racial so lidarity  and 
national consciousness a m o n g  
the Negro people m igh t under 
certain f u t u r e  conditions give 
rise to separatist demands. «Since 
m inority  peoples «have the demo­
cratic r ig h t to exercise self-de­
term ination, socialists would be 
obligated to support such de-

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
(le ft), president of the Mont­
gomery Improvement Associa­
tion and . E. D . . Nixon, M IA  
treasurer.

Mass Action Is the Key
M otion toward the socialist 

solution is today foreshadowed 
by «the Montgomery struggle. 
C 1 a s- s eoMutoovationi.st policies 
can hold tire masses in  check 
only, so long as- capita lism  can 
g ran t rea l concessions, one upon 
another.-Since thea'e is imperative 
need fo r  fundam ental s o c i a l  
change, eadh concession, leads to 
new and more fay-reaching de­
mands. The recent c iv il rights 
battles hava proven in life  the 
class-struggle p r i n c i p l e  that 
tha t mass pressure is the only 
means to wrest s ign ificant re ­
forms from  the ru ling  class. Far 
from appeasing the Negro peo­
ple, the legal reforms and other 
concessions t h u s  fa r  granted 
haVe become the s ta rting  point 
fo r broader struggle® and more 
m ilita n t methods aimed at trans­
la ting  legal victories in to  liv ing  
realities.

Capitalism therefore finds i t  
increasingly .d ifficu lt to grant 
su ffic ien t reform s to  appease the 
.masses. As Montgomery shows, 
thiis contradiction lead's inev ita ­
bly to mass afctions tha t tend to 
upset the capita lis t po litica l equi­
lib rium . Conditions are t h u s  
ripening fo r  replacement of the 
re form ist «leadership o f the mass 
movement w ith  a revolutionary 
socialist, leadership.

Tihe p r o c e s s  can be helped 
along through a transitiona l pro­
gram 'leading tow ard fusion of 
the c iv il r igh ts  movement w ith  
the class struggle fo r  socialism. 
This program takes as. its  point 
of departure the independent 
character o f the Negro move­
ment as a m in o rity  struggle fo r 
democratic reform s under cap­
ita lism , focusing special atten­
tion on the. need fo«r labor to 
support the struggle. Organized 
lefbor should «he in- the fo re fron t 
of the f ig h t fo r such c iv il righ ts 
legislation as an PEPC w ith teeth 
in it ,  .anti-'lynch laws, poll tax 
repeal and measures to protect 
the vo ting  righ ts  o f the colored 
people. La iio r should give m ili­
tan t backing to d e m a n d s  fo r 
Presidential enforcement of Ne­
gro- rights, including the use of 
federal troops aigainst the white 
supremacists where tactical con­
ditions w a rran t such a demand.

F u ll support must also he g iv ­
en the colored freedom fighters 
in ta k in g  measures fo r  bheir own 
self-defense against w hite su­

premacist te rro r. D u r i n g  the 
Montgomery action sheer neces­
s ity  produced an embryonic form  
of defense guards. As the strug­
gle deepens th is defense mecha­
nism «will ¡be required to assume 
more concrete form s according 
to the given tactica l situation. 
Again i t  is in  Labor’s elementary 
dlifwss interests to prevent the 
\Vhite Citizens (Councils from  
creating a .polarization along col­
or lines whereby a ll-N egro de- 
fense guards would have to stand 
alone against «white supremacist 
te rro ris ts . «Acts o f violence have 
been and w ill continue to (be d i­
rected' against the unions «as w e ll 
as the Negro people. As a real 
campaign to organize the South 
gets unlder way such attacks w ill 
grow in  intensity’ . The lahor and 
c iv il r igh ts  movements therefore 
have a c o m m o n  problem tha t 
should be m et through united 
self-defense measures.

Socialists '«have a special re ­
sponsibility to mobilize labor 
support o f Negro mass actions 
and to help give concrete political 
d irection to these struggles. La­
bor should be called to jo in  such 
domotnstratkms as the mass p il­
grimage to Washington. These 
measures o ffe r a realistic vehi­
cle« to generalize the mass de­
mands and d irect them w ith  max­
imum force squarely a t the  fed­
eral government. Mass experi­
ence o f th is kind at the seat of 
governmental power helps« to  dis­
pe l illusions in the capitalist, 
government and speed the break 
w ith  cap ita lis t politics.

(Socialists should encourage and 
support the running of independt- 
ent Negro candidates, against the 
Democratic and Republican tic k ­
ets. Such support, w ith  the nec­
essary critic ism  where the p ro ­
gram  is .inadequate, is fu lly  ju s ti­
fied on the princip le o f the r ig h t 
o f Negroes to m ino rity  repre­
sentation in  government. The 
unions should be urged to «back 
independent Negro cadidates and 
to run th e ir own independent 
candidates in  opposition to the 
cap ita lis t p rrties. Fusion of these, 
independent politica l currents 
fchomld be advocated through a 
labor-Negro alliance to form  an 
independent labor party  based 
on the unions. A l a b o r  party 
would in  tu rn  serve as the p o lit­
ica l' instrum ent fo r creation of 
a workers and farm ers governr

Am ent, acting solely in  the in te r­
ests o f the to ilin g  nvateses. That 
government, being genuinely rep­
resentative o f the Negro people, 
would act to  guarantee the ir fu ll 
c iv il rights. To achieve these 
ends ' i t  would o f necessity move 
towajrd the establishment of a 
socialist society.

I f  the f ig h t fo r  complete equal­
i ty  is 'to fee won, the Negro w o rk ­
ers must take the leadership out 
of the hands o f the middle class 
elements. That task requires the 
bu ild ing  of a le ft w ing  founded 
on class-struggle perspectives. In 
the ir dual ro le  as Negroes and 
as unionists the colored workers 
are in a position to s trive  w ith in  
both the c iv il r igh ts  and union 
spheres fo r  the fusion o f those 
two movements. As the union 
rank and f i le  is brought to the 
aid o f the c iv il r ig h ts  struggle, 
the Negro w orkers w il l  an turn  
gain support in  asserting the ir 
leadership.

The revolutionary socialist 
movement can help th is process 
a'long by in it ia t in g  united fro n t 
actions in  so lida rity  w ith  the 
Negro people. Through a united 
e ffo rt by a ll radical tendencies 
momentum can be developed to 
draw broader forces, including 
sections o f the labor movement, 
in to  the supporting actions. This 
in it ia t ive  on the p a rt .of revolu­
tionary socialists would help cre­
ate receptiv ity  to the ir ideas 
w ith in  the c iv il r igh ts  movement. 
C irculation o f the socialist press 
could be expanded among colored 
readers in troducing them to the 
class-struggle p r o g  r  a m and 
counteracting the c a p i t a l i s t  
ideology spread by the daily pa­
pers, radio and TV.

.Socialists should give active 
support to the NAACP, the M IA  
and other organizations in  the 
civtil r ig h ts  movement, w orking 
to bu ild  them w hile seeking to 
extend the influence of le ft  w ing

them. Follow ing the example 
set by the M IA , fu l l  in ternal 
democracy should he advocated 
in a ll these organizations so th a t 
the membership may have a voice 
in  shaping policy and an oppor­
tu n ity  to play a genuine role 
in  the struggle fo r  equality.

Revolutionary socialists a r e  
confronted w ith complex educa­
tions?! tasks in connection w ith 
the c iv il r igh ts  struggle. I t  is 
necessary to have a thorough un­
derstanding o f the historical, 
theoretical and practical aspects 
o f the fig h t fo r Negro equality 
in its  independent character as a 
movement fo r  democratic re ­
forms under capitalism, a move­
ment. which under conditions of 
capitalist, decay has a profound­
ly  revolutionary character. Sim­
ila r  knowledge is needed of the 
history, theory and practice o f 
the w orking class struggle as 
developed across the years. In  ad­
d ition the class conscious m ili­
tants must have a firm  grasp of 
the in te r connect ion b e t w e e n  
th,efse tw o movements and the 
majnner in which they may be 
fused into a common struggle to 
resolve the ir mutual problems. 
Planned educational programs to 
meet these needs are a must fo r 
the socialist, movement.

To have real meaning educa­
tion m ust he related to action', 
helping to implement the s trug­
gle itse lf and in  tu rn  gaining en- 
if'chmcnt from  the experiences of 
the liv in g  movement. Consequent­
ly  socialists must closely fo llow  
all new developments in  the mass 
movement and strive to p lay a 
pant in  these events. Through 
carefu l study o f the flo w  o f po­
lit ica l life , and an exchange o f 
views to c la r ify  disputed points 
o f analysis and program, the so­
c ia lis t movement can steadily 
gain in Its  capacity to lend 
strength to the ju s t cause o f

and progressive forces w ith in  the colored people.

Socialist Workers Party Proposals
Throughout t'he years the «So­

cia list W orkers P a rty  has con­
sistently supported the struggle 
fo r Negro equality. Our e fforts  
■have included: dem'-imds fo r  e f­
fective governmental action to 
enforce c iv il r igh ts ; support to 
the NAAIOP, the M IA  and other; 
organizations fig h tin g  in the in ­
terests o f the colored people; in i­
tia tion of p ro test actions against 
police b ru ta lity , legal frame.ups; 
lynch- te rro r, segregation; job 
discrim ination a n d  o ther Jim- 
Crow practices; ©apport to Ne­
gro candidates fo r  public office 
so long as they run independent­
ly  of the Democratic and Repub­
lican parties.

In. the u n i o n s  the .Socialist

discrim ination and oppression ex­
is ting  under capitalism. I f  these 
social wrongs are to  be over­
come, i t  is necessary to abolish 
the cap ita lis t system of class ex­
p lo ita tion th a t b r e e d s  these 
wrongs 'and to replace i t  w ith  a 
socialist society founded on the 
principles of justice and equality 
fo r a ll who to il.

-In  accord:.nee w ith  these con­
cepts the  Socialist W orkers Par­
ty  believes the socialist move­
ment should advocate: Complete 
economic, social and po litica l 
equality fo r  a ll m ino rity  peo­
ples. AiboLisih a ll fo rm s of .bu­
reaucratic contro l w i t h i n  the 
mass movement and« establish 
complete rank-and-file  demoera-

Workers P arty  has sided w ith  the cy. Discard a ll class-colahora- 
colored workers in  the ir f ig h t bionist policies and ins titu te  class- 
fo r  fu l l  memlbersOidp righ ts  and struggle m e t h o d s .  F ig h t fo r 
fo r  Negro representation in  the equality through mass action in ­
leadership. We have consistently stead of re ly ing  on the capital- 
urged organized labor to give is t government to .grant reforms, 
fu l l  backing to the Negro peo- Ru.n independent Negro candii- 
iplle. We have sought to explain dates in opposition to both eap- 
Why the labor movement must ita lis t parties. Fu ll union sup- 
h;:ve the support o f the colored p o rt to  the c iv il r ig h ts  move- 
workers to  w in  its  battles and ment. A  labor-Negro alliance to 
Why success fo r  the c iv il r igh ts  launch an independent labor par- 
moverrent depends on the sup- ty  based cm the «unions. «Replace 
po rt of «the w h ite  w ork ing  class, the cap ita lis t government w ith  
Above a ll we have stressed the workers and fa rm ers govern- 
need fo r  class po litica l conscious- ment. «Abolish capitalism  and es- 
ness among w orker m ilitan ts , ta.blish a «socialist «society, 
colored and w hite, as the key to Only on th is class-struggle 
v ic to ry  fo r  both movements. Dis- road does the Socialist Workers 
crim ination against the Negro P arty  believe the c iv il r igh ts  
pecjplta is only the crudest ex- question can be fundametntally 
pressiom o f the many forms o f and permanently resolved.

. . .  Continue Deception on Rights
(Continued from page 1) 

Rep. Celler (D -N .Y .) is in tro - 
ducing an amendment to this 
effect.

To entide support from  the 
labor bureaucrats, the ju ry -tr ia l 
provision was o rig in a lly  to 
apply in a ll eontempt-of-court 
cases, including those (against 
labor. John L. Lewis o f the 
United M ine, W orkers and most 
o f the top bureaucrats o f the 
railroad brotherhoods went fo r  
it .  They sent telegrams to 
Senator Lyndon Johnson (D- 
Tex.) endorsing the ju ryf-tria l 
amendment, thus help ing to w'pe 
out the last real enforcement 
clause in the c iv il-righ ts  b ill. 
Now the bribe the Democratic 
leadership offered to labor to 
sell out the c iv il-righ ts  f ig h t is 
to be taken back.

The possibility th a t the House 
m ight make a serious e ffo rt to 
put some strength in to  the b ill 
ended when Roy W ilk ins head
o f the NAACP, and spokesmen

m«an«ds:i f  they should1 re flec t the! fo r  16 other libera l and labor 
mass w ill. Yet even under these! organizations called fo r passage 
circumstances socialists w o u l d  o f the Senate version o f the 
continue to advocate in tegration b ill.
ra ther than separation as the best 
«■solution of the race question fo«r 
Negro and w hite workers alike. 
W hile upholding the r ig h t .of self- 
determination, they would con­
tinue to urge an alliance of the 
NegTo people and the w orking 
class to 'bring a'bout «a socialist 
solution o f 'the c iv il righ ts prob­
lem w ith in  the existing national 
fram ework.

This action has drawn b itte r 
critic ism  from  many Negro lead­
ers and newspapers. I t  is 
charged th a t the N AACP and 
labor leaders were pu tting  the 
interests o f the Democratic 
P arty  which are best served by 
ge tting  the present ineffective 
c iv il-righ ts  h ill qu ickly passed 
and out o f the way, above the 
interests o f the Negro people.

The Aug. 17 Amsterdam News, 
New Y ork ’s leading Negro 
newspaper accused W ilk ins of 
“ sleeping in  the same political' 
bed w ith  Senator Eastland”  and 
being “ tempted to steal a page 
from  the book o f compromise.”  
Rejecting the argument th a t the 
b ill was ha lf a loaf or a slice 
and therefore better than none, 
the paper ed ito ria lly  labeled i t  
“ a tainted slice o f something 
teeming w ith  the verm in thrown 
in to  the Cake batter by bigoted 
D e m o c r a t s  and reactionary 
Republicans.”  I t  called fo r  the 
b il l ’s veto.

An editorial entitled “ Indecent 
Haste”  in  the Aug. 13 Phila­
delphia Tribune asked: ‘fW hy 
would these organizations [the 
N AAC P and 15 liberal-labor 
bodies] pu t the ir stamp o f ap­
proval on the adm ittedly w orth ­
less b ill a t the very moment 
e ffo rts  were being made to 
strengthen i t  in the House? And 
w hy the great speed? . . . A p­
parently someone sold Roy W il­
kins a b ill o f goods. . . . There 
are many who th ink  the b ill, as 
i t  now stands, is  worse than 
nothing.”

The division in  Negro opinion 
on the b ill in  its  present form 
was fu rth e r demonstrated by the 
statements and telegrams sent 
by prominent Negroes to the 
W hite House. A. P hilip  Randolph, 
Negro labor leader, asserted “ as 
an individual, I  urge veto o f the 
c iv il r igh ts  b ill passed by the 
Senate. I t  is worse than no b ill 
at a ll.”

Dr. Ralph Bunche of the UN 
declared: “ Speaking in my
capacity as an American citizen, 
I say th a t the b ill in its  present 
fo rm  is disappointingly weak. I 
h e a rtily  support every e ffo rt 
now being made to strengthen 
i t . ”

Jackie Robinson w ired: “ Am
opposed to c iv il-righ ts  b ill in its 
present fo rm . Have been in 
touch w ith  a number o f my 
friends. We disagree th a t ha lf 
a loa f is better than none. Have 
waited th is  long fo r  b ill w ith  
meaning — can w a it a lit t le  
longer.”

Form er N. Y. Judge Hubert 
T. Delaney declared: “ I feel Ne­
groes should agree th a t any b ill 
less than the orig ina l b ill is not 
acceptable.”  Russell' Crawford,

in the country, said o f the b ill i 
“ Rather than have i t  used as a 
politica l football, i t  should be 
thrown out. I  do not condone 
any compromise on the righ ts 
o f an individual.”

Ford Facts (Aug. 10), paper 
o f huge Auto W orkers Local 
600, carries an artic le  «by its  
president, Carl Stellato, ca lling 
the day o f the Senate’s fin a l 
emasculation o f the b ill Black 
Friday fo r  the American peo­
ple. “ B u t on Black F riday,”  
w rote Stellato, “ the Democratic 
P a rty  w ith  a m a jo rity  in the 
U.S. Senate could only muster 
nine votes . . . fo r  democracy.. . . 
The tim e has come fo r  our Union 
to  take a hard look at our posi­
tion in  the politica l arena. Be­
fore the 1958 election we must

president o f the NAACP branch have a fu l l  dress debate on the 
in New York, one o f the largest po litica l road we w ill trave l.”
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(Continued from  page 2)
are grow ing restless. They w ant 
more membership participation 
in  the organization; nrore in te r­
nal democracy, as was developed 
through the M IA . So fa r  the 
masses in  generail (have looked 
p rim a rily  to the NAACP to set 
them into motion. I f  the organiza­
tion  now fo ils  to act, other o r­
ganizational vein idles w ill in  time 
be developed.

W hether the NAACP w ill find 
a w ay to fa l l  in step w it'll the 
new situation wiM depend on the 
outcome o f struggles outside and 
inside the organization. For the 
next period a fk i id  process can 
he expected in the shaping of pol­
icies and the development o f or­
ganizational forms to implement 
them. In  t i m e ,  (however, the 
N AAC P must either readjust to 
the changing course of the civil 
r igh ts  movement or y ie ld its

place as (the dominant national 
organization in  the movement. 
The u ltim ate showdown can (be 
expected to involve a sh ift in the 
fundamental axis of the struggle, 
apvBy from  reliance on tllve cap­
ita lis t government and toward 
mass action in direct opposition 
to government policy.

Conditions fo r  the sh ift are be­
ing prepared in the .South' by a 
basic process of social change. 
Mechanization of agricu lture and 
a p s rd lg l rise .of new industries 
is transform ing a predominantly j 
ag ricu ltu ra l in to  an industria l j 
people. Colored and w hite alike 
are affected. A  vast number have 
been entire ly  uprooted from  the 
land and drawn in to  the indus­
tr ia l centers. In  'addition many 
small farm ers and agricu ltura l 
day laborers seek part-tim e jobs 
in  industry because they can’t 
make out on the land' alone.



Wh at Stalin Failed te Kill
An Editorial

th e  MILITANT
On August 21, 1940, an agent o f 

S talin ’s GPU murdered Leon Trotsky 
w ith  a pick axe. This act represented, in 
classic form , the attem pt to destroy an 
idea by k illin g  its  foremost exponent.

More than any other individual, T ro t­
sky represented intransigent opposition to 
the bureaucratic caste th a t had grown up 
in the Soviet Union. His struggle fo r the 
restoration o f workers democracy in  the 
USSR and fo r a re turn  to the principles o f 
Lenin ist internationalism  was correctly 
viewed by Stalin and his henchmen as a 
menace to th e ir entrenched positions and 
vast material privileges. That is why they 
were determined to destroy him.

The program of revolutionary socialism 
and workers' democracy advocated by 
T rotsky was but the conscious M arxis t 
expression o f the inexorable historic 
process. A lthough Stalin and his partners 
in  crime silenced T ro tsky ’s voice, they 
could not prevent the East German 
workers from  ris ing  fo r  workers’ demo­
cracy in 1953. They could not prevent

USSR Reprints John Reed 
Book on 1917 Revolution

Ten Days Tha t Shook the World, by John 
Reed, has been re-published in  the Soviet 
Union. The book is a b r ill ia n t eye-witness 
account of how the Russian workers took 
power in 1917. I t  was warm ly recommended 
by Lenin as an authentic account of tha revor 
lution, but was banned by Stalin. It. has been 
re-issued, according to the Aug. 20 N. Y. 
Times, “ w ith  appropriate introductions, ex­
planations and a ‘corrective’ epilogue.”

The book was suppressed by S ta lin  because 
i t  interfered w ith  his rew riting  of Soviet his­
tory. H is o ffic ia l historians had invented fo r 
him the role o f co-leader w ith  Lenin o f the 
revolution. But Reed does not mention Stalin 
in his narrative a t all. On the other hand, 
Reed viv id ly  describes the leading role played 
In the October, 1917 events by Leon Trotsky, 
who, according to S ta lin is t “ historians,”  had 
sabotaged the revolution. The reappearance 
of Reed’s book is bound to deepen the Soviet 
workers’ interest in T ro tsky’s w ritings  which 
are ’ s til l banned by Khrushchev.

the October days in Poland or the revo­
lu tionary struggle o f the Hungarian 
workers. And they could not stem the 
present steadily-growing pressure o f the 
Soviet masses fo r  working-class demo­
cracy and improved liv ing  conditions.

In  addition, the bureaucrats could never! 
destroy the liv ing  quality o f T ro tsky’s 
lite ra ry  legacy. The. present developments 
in the Soviet o rb it have served to make 
these w ritings a subject o f wide new j 
interest. This fa ll, 17 years a fte r h is ! 
murder,, fou r o f T ro tsky ’s m a jo r w ritings 
are being republished.

Tro tsky ’s monumental -work, The H is­
to ry  o f the Russian Revolution, w ill be 
reissued in September by the University 
of Michigan. Long out o f p rin t, th is work 
describes and analyzes the great revolu­
tion more fa ith fu lly  than any other 
account. I t  points the way fo r the achieve­
ment o f new revolutionary victories.

Two other works by T rotsky —  the 
Third  International A fte r  Lenin and the 
Revolution Betrayed —  have ju s t been 
republished by New Park Publications 
in  England. The f ir s t  work is a devastat- 

’ ing critic ism  o f S talin ’s p la tform  of “ So­
cialism in One Country.”  The second lays 
bare the social character and role o f the 
bureaucratic caste whose interests Stalin 
served.

Finally, T ro tsky ’s L ite ra tu re  and Revo­
lution w ill be republished by Russell and 
Russell in New York. This book goes to 
the heart o f the differences between the 
liberating, M arx is t approach to a rt and 
the deadening. S ta lin ist school of “ so­
c ia list realism.”

The present crisis o f the Soviet bureau­
cracy has produced the encouraging re­
groupment process now taking place in 
the world radical movement. The new 
editions o f T ro tsky’s w ritings  are an im ­
portant contribution to the present 
regroupment discussion. We are con­
fident they w ill aid in advancing the 
realignment o f the revolutionary social­
is t forces which w ill e ffective ly chal­
lenge both imperialism and Stalinism.
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... Reuther s Wage-PriceDeal

The Sacco-Tanzetti Story
By Fred Halstead

August 23 marked the 30th anniversary 
o f the murder by the government o f the 
State o f Massachusetts o f Nicola Sacco 
and Bartolomeo Vanzetti. Here are the
  ’ '  r J ’ W
bare facts o f tha t h istoric martyrdom.

Sacco and Vanzetti were Ita lian  work­
ingmen . who had imm igrated to th is 
country in 1908. They were philosophical 
anarchists, radicals who advocated the 
emancipation o f a ll mankind from  all 
oppression. On May 5, 1920 they were 
arrested, and charged w ith  a payroll 
robbery-murder which had taken place 
three weeks earlier. Although both had 
witnesses to prove tha t they were not 
near the scene o f the crime when i t  took 
place, they were held and a year later, 
tried and convicted.

The arrest and the tr ia l took place 
during the post W orld W ar I  w itch-hunt 
hysteria. That hysteria was manufactured 
under the adm inistration o f the liberal 
Democrat Woodrow W ilson and reached 
its  height during the notorious “ Palmer 
red raids.”  so-named a fte r W ilson’s A t ­
torney General, M itchell Palmer.

For seven years the defense attempted 
to get a new tria l, p iling  up a mountain 
o f fu rth e r proof o f the innocence o f the 
two men. A  world wide storm o f protest 
broke out a fte r they were sentenced to 
death in  1927.

Felix F rankfu rte r, then a Harvard law 
professor . and la ter a Supreme Court 
justice, wrote at the tim e : “ Facts have 
been - disclosed and not denied by the 
prosecution to show tha t the case against

Sacco and Vanzetti was part o f a col­
lusive e ffo rt between the d is tric t attorney 
and agents o f the Justice Department to 
rid  the country o f these Italians because 
o f the ir Red activities.”  But the protests 
failed to move the state o ffic ia ls or to 
secure, action on appeals made to mem­
bers o f the' U.S. Supreme Court, the 
President and the A ttorney General. 
Shortly a fte r m idnight, the morning o f 
August 23, Sacco and Vanzetti were 
murdered in the electric chair.

Today, i t  is v irtu a lly  universally 
acknowledged tha t the case was a frame 
up. The execution was a “ ritua l k illin g ”  
designed —  like tha t o f the Rosenbergs 
in thif? decade — to terrorize radicals and 
discourage political dissent. In  the long- 
run i t  didn’t  work. Few care to recall the 
words or deeds of the capita list o ffic ia ls 
who lynched the two radical immigrants, 
but who can forget the words o f Bar­
tolomeo Vanzetti, words which w ill 
haunt the defenders o f capitalism to its 
dying day.

“ I f  i t  had not been fo r th is th ing, I 
m ight have lived out my life  ta lk ing  at 
street corners to scorning men. I m igh t 
have died, unmarked, unknown, a failure. 
This is our career and our trium ph. Never 
in our fu ll life  could we hope to do such 
work fo r tolerance, fo r justice, fo r man’s 
understanding o f man as now -we do by 
accident. O ur words —  our pain — 
noth ing! The tak ing of our lives —  lives 
o f a good shoemaker and a poor fish- 
peddlfer —  a ll! That last moment belongs 
to us —  tha t agony is our trium ph.”
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Ohio
Ohio M ilita n t Readers sponsor 

a Lamb Barbecue Sunday, Sept. 
15 from  11 A.M. 1440 Thornhill 
Ave., Youngstown. Games, prizes, 
music, dancing, refreshment. 
B rie f speeches by one o f the 
defendants in the Cleveland 
T a ft-H a rtlcy  “ Conspiracy Case”  
scheduled fo r  tr ia l Sept. 16; by 
a representative of the United 
Cultural Association on the 
status o f the U C A ’s c iv il liberties 
case; by a representative of the 
M ilita n t on “ Labor and Civil 
R ights.”  (N e t proceeds o f the 
a ffa ir  w ill go to the defense 
funds o f the United Cultural 
Association and the Cleveland i 
T a ft-H a rtley  case.)

(Continued from  page 1) <•)
th is  would not assure any gen­
eral reduction in the auto w ork­
ers’ Cost o f liv ing  or increase 
the ir job security.

S o m e  industry spokesmen 
claim Reuther has prepared a 
“ trap ”  fo r the corporations. The 
Aug. 19 W all Street Journal 
concedes, however, tha t “ there 
was unquestionably a tone of 
conciliation in  the le tte r tha t 
has been missing from UAW  
statements in  recent m onths.’ 
The Journal goes on to  recall 
the basic demands voted by the 
U A W  convention, including the 
shorter work week at increased 
pay, and observes: “ Union
spokesmen were not available 
fo r  c la rifica tion  of the le tte r’s 
fine  points yesterday, but the 
hints o f a m ilder a ttitude seemed 
clear.”

FALSE THEORY 
The “ tra p ”  in  Reuther’s prop­

osition is rea lly  la id fo r  the 
auto workers. For he clearly 
relates wages to prices and 
prices to  wages, thus lending 
a ffirm a tion  and reinforcement to 
the theories pu t out by the 
corporation propagandists. The 
la tte r m erely emphasize the 
wage aspect. Reuther attempts 
to  emphasize the price aspect. 
B u t he accepts the false theory, 
and th a t is the dangerous con­
cession he makes.

B y ty in g  in wage demands 
w ith  an individual corporation’s 
or industry ’s prices, Reuther 
opens the way fo r  a demand by 
industry tha t the union drop its 
wage demands and even accept 
wage cuts.

The Aug. 21 N. Y . Times, 
w hile advising the auto moguls 
to exercise due caution before 

' com m itting themselves, em­
phasizes: “ T h i s  [Reuther’s
proposal] is a revolutionary com­
m itm ent —  and in the r ig h t 
direction. I t  would seem con­
tra ry  to the ir own interests, and 
the nation’s as well, fo r  the com­
panies w holly to ignore i t . ”  The 
Times, one o f the most au­
tho rita tive  voices o f U.S. B ig 
Business, implies there are pos­
sible advantages the corpora tons  
m igh t gain by agreeing to con­
sider Reuther’s proposal as a 
basis fo r  bargaining.

HOW BOSSES M IG H T G AIN  
The W all Street Journal shows 

the corporations exp lic itly  how 
they* m ight tu rn  “ the Reuther 
wage-price-spiral plan”  to the ir 
benefit. The Journal concludes 
an Aug. 20 editoria l w ith  “ . . . our 
only thought is to suggest a way 
he can improve upon h is 
proposal. I t ’s easy. Merely let 
him  cut wages now to go w ith 
the price cut he asks fo r now. 
That wouldn’t solve the problem 
o f in fla tion  either. But i t  would 
certa in ly impress everybody more 
w ith  the honesty o f Mr. Reuther’s 
intentions.”

W hat is to prevent the 
corporations from  insisting tha t 
Reuther make exp lic it the con­
cessions on wages and hours he 
is w illin g  to make in the event 
o f a price cut? What, i f  the 
corporations agree to  d.scuss 
the issue o f price cuts and con­
ve rt the negotiations into endless 
haggling over the precise amount 
of the cut? W hat i f  they Lay, 
“ You take a wage cut and we’ll 
take a price cut,”  as the W all

. . .  Chicago
(Continued from page 1)

comers from  the South each 
month, the Negro people, te rrib ly  
overcrowded in  Chicago’s slums 
and islands of segregation, are 
seeking to find  homes beyond 
the Jim-Crow barriers. Mayor 
Richard J. Daley, has confined 
his e ffo rts  to “ tough”  statements 
against the racists. But nothing 
effective in  the way o f action 
can be expected o f the Cook 
County Democratic party  ma­
chine, which is tied po litica lly  to 
the D ixiecrats on a national level, 
and which is connected locally 
w ith  the bosses, landlords and 
petty politicians who p ro fit from  
residential segregation. So fa r, 
the o ffic ia ls o f the labor move­
ment have lim ited themselves to 
support of the M ayor’s fru itless 
policies.

'In a statement released Aug. 
12, the Chicago Branch of the 
Socialist W orkers Party w ith  
headquarters a t 777 W. Adams 
Street, declared th a t “ the labor 
movement alone has both the 
need and the power to protect 
its  m inorities against the 
sp littin g  te rro r of the racists. . . 
As a minimum f irs t step the 
union leadership should call fo r 
a city-w ide conference and in ­
v ite  the broadest participation 
o f the labor and Negro Move­
ment. The central point of this 
conference should he to . . . o r­
ganize the forces to protect. . . 
the Negro people against racist 
attacks.”

Delegates to the United Auto Workers convention last A p ril 
hear an address by President W alter Reuther. The convention 
recorded itse lf in favor of a shorter work week and h igher pay. 
N either demand was mentioned by Reuther in his wage-price 
le tte r to the auto “ Big Three.”

S t r e e t  Journal suggests ? 
Reuther, i t  is clear, would make 
i t  easier fo r  the corporat.ons to 
confuse, delay and sta ll a 
settlement.

Reuther’s scheme is not new, 
however. I t  is merely a resur­
rected fo rm  of the old iliusory 
“ roll-back o f prices* program 
th a t the late CIO President 
P hilip  M urray raised back in 
1942 and utilized to try  to keep 
the workers from  s tr ik ing  fo r 
higher wages during the War.

CONVENTION PROGRAM
The UAW  delegates last A p ril! 

adopted the only sound program 
to protect the auto workers from  
the constant attacks of in fla tion  
and unemployment. This program 
o f the shorter w ork week w ith  
correspondingly higher basic pay 
is embodied in the slogan long 
advanced by many auto m ili­
tants: The 30-Hour Week at 40 
Hours’ Pay. In  addition, the 
auto workers need a strengthen­
ing of the present escalator wage 
clause to bring automatic wage

Wagner in Bid 
For Real Estate
And Racist Vote

N EW  YORK, Aug. 21 —  “ To judge by Deputy Mayor 
Theobald’s announcement yesterday tha t C ity Hall doesn’t  
intend to do anyth ing about school integration, Mayor 
W agner and his running mates •§>- 
must feel free to brazenly dis­
regard labor and the Negro peo­
ple’s interests even in an elec­
tion  year,”  said Joyce Cowley,
Socialist W orkers P arty  candi­
date fo r  M ayor in a statement 
today. ‘‘Comptroller Gerosa’s 
call last week fo r  a slash in 
the  budget is another indication 
of the same th ing .”

“ The hand-picked Tammany 
H a ll ticke t has bought the 
endorsement o f the Libera l Party 
tops. I t  has the offic ia ldom  of 
the New Y ork AFL-C IO  wrapped 
up and i t  even has the leadership 
o f the Communist P a rty  plug­
ging fo r  a Tammany v ictory. So 
W agner seems to have decided 
th a t these endorsements mean 
th a t he has the votes o f labor 
and the Negro people in  his 
pocket and can concentrate on 
proving to the real estate gang 
th a t he is wholeheartedly on 
the ir side.”

“ Yesterday, Deputy Mayor 
Theobold met w ith  a i-acist 
group called the Special Com­
m ittee fo r  the Preservation of 
Neighborhood Schools. Theobold 
assured th is Jim -Crow o u tf it  
th a t the c ity  would leave the 
issue of school in tegration to the 
‘educational authorities.’ This 
means tha t i t  w ill be le ft  to ( w orking people of th is c ity  can’t  
School Superintendent Jansen af f 0rd to vote the Tammany 
who defends the form ula of ticke t.”
establishing school zones on the I “ M r. Gerosa ta lks about 
basis o f the ‘neighborhood con- j cu tting  the funds fo r  social 
Cept.’ This is the double-talk j serfvides a t the very moment 
used by the Board o f Education when much more is urgently 
to consistently gerrymander | needed. Further the landlords 
school zones so th a t white have been loo ting  C ity H a ll long 
children are sent out o f then- ' enough. W hat’s really needed is 
neighborhood to  a ll - white a substantial tax hike on the hig 
schools.’'  real estate holdings th a t would

“ The meaning o f Theobold’s provide the funds to build thp 
statement about tu rn ing  th e ! schools, hospitals, nurseries and 
issue over to  the Board of playgrounds th a t the w o rk in i 
Education was demonstrated ( people of th is c ity  need,”  Mrs! 
clearly enough the same d a y , Cowley concluded.

when the board called o ff  a 
scheduled meeting where those 
favo ring  school in tegration ip- 
tended to challenge some qf 
Jansen’s Jim  Crow policies.”  

Turn ing  to Gerosa’s proposal 
fo r  a $75 m illion  cut in capital 
spending to insure keeping the 
real-estate tax  “ w ith in  reason­
able lim its ,”  Mrs. Cowley said, 
“ This display o f tender concenn 
fo r  the real-estate magnates is 
ju s t one more reason why the

Miriam Foes in Detroit 
Get the Silent Ireatment

DETROIT. Aug. 19 —  A period o f only 45 days 
separates the fina l filin g  date (July 27) from  the run-o ff 
p rim ary election fo r D e tro it c ity  office (Sept. 10). Over
h a lf th is  period has passed a l-i> ------------------------------------------------—
ready, bu t so fa r  the three cap:-

Tetters Trim I
  • ' ■' • uff

SARAH LO VELL

A M AVERICK
Maybe th is is because Kelsey 

is something o f a maverick in 
D e tro it journalism ; maybe i t ’s 
because he thought he was p rin t­
ing  something in the “ jumping- 
o ff a bridge”  category.

Anyhow, since i t ’s the only- 
crack, maybe what he w rote is
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The Wayne County 
CIO Convention
E d ito r:

Last week’s M ilita n t reported 
the Wayne County CIO conven­
tion held on Aug. 10 and the 
debate over the question of 
endorsing t'ne Republican M i­
rian i fo r  Mayor.

Y our report was accurate. A ll 
I  w ant to do is add a l it t le  to it.

The delegates voted about 3 
to 1 to endorse M irian i, but those 
figures don’t  convey fu l ly  the 
extent o f the opposition among 
some of the delegates and the 
hesitation and doubt evident 
among others who in the end 
went along w ith  the leader­
ship’s recommendations.

Especially noteworthy, I  th ink, 
were the remarks during  the 
debate made by a delegate from  
U A W  Ford Local 600, A r t  Fv x, 
and the reaction he got.

Before W orld W ar I I ,  he 
stated, the foreman used to jump 
when the  committeeman spoke 
in a CIO shop. And the pol:- 
ticians a t tha t tim e used to jump 
too when the labor movement 
spoke because they were afra id 
tha t the unions m igh t form  an 
independent labor party.

B u t now the politicians don’t 
care.

As an example, Fox pointed 
to a N. Y. Times report tha t 
m inim um wage legislation is 
dying in a Senate committee be­
cause a number o f liberal Demo­
cratic Senators elected w ith  
labor support don’t  even bother 
to  attend th a t committee’s 
meetings. These liberals were too 
■busy m aking a deal w ith  South­
ern Democrats to cut the guts 
out o f the c iv il r igh ts  b ill.

W hy is labor’s politica l in­
fluence grow ing smaller a ll the 
tim e ?

“ Because our leadership has
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been fo llow ing the policy p f 
choosing the lesser evil,”  Fo)f 
said. “ And the lesser evil has 
been growing progressively worse 
and* worse ;— un til we find  our- 
s'elves in  the present situation 
in  D etro it, where we 
presented w ith  a conservative 
Republican as the lesser evil.”  

Then he proceeded to demon? 
strate, c iting  M iria n i’s own news­
paper backers, tha t M irian i has 
been a loyal and consistent fed; 
lower o f Mayor Cobo’s big busi­
ness and anti-labor policies, 
which the CIO has always conn 
demned. qJ

To endorse Mh-iani, he con­
cluded, is to scrape the bottoin 
o f the barre l, and the CIO. to 
preserve some self-respect and 
d ign ity , ought not to do it.

I t  was good to hear such 
th ings said a t a CIO convention. 
Many delegates must have 
thought so, because th is speech 
received the loudest and longest 
applause given anyone during 
the debate.

G. B.
D etro it

New York 
Encampment

The New- Y ork Local of (he 
Socialist Workers P arly  has 
reserved the fac ilities  o f beau­
t ifu l Mountain Spring Camp in 
Washington, N. J. fo r  the

Labor Day Week-End 
Aug. 30 through Sept. 2
Speakers fo r the week-end:

JOYCE COW LEY, w rite r fo r 
the M ilita n t and Socialist 
Workers Party candidate fo r  
Mayor o f New York.

RONALD JONES, Negro lec­
tu re r and educator who w ill 
give a f ir s t  hand report on 
the Tuskegee events.

T IM  W OHLFORTH, leading 
member of L e ft W ing Caucus 
of the Young Socialist League.

SPECIAL E V E N T: Folk s ing­
ing and Folk dancing led by 
the Folksing Group.

For fu rth e r in form ation 
or reservations, w rite :

New York Local 
Socialist W orkers Party-

116 U niversity Place 
New York 3, N. Y.

— Phone: A L  5-7852 —

increases more nearly in line 
w ith  the actual steep rises in 
the cost of liv ing.

One o f the means the corpora­
tions have used to circumvent 
the gains o f the auto workers 
has been the intensified speed-up. 
By fo rc ing  the workers to in ­
crease the ir output per hour, the 
companies have been able to 
raise production and lay o ff 
workers a t the same time. 
Reuther has consciously played 
along w ith  the companies in 
preventing the workers from  
resisting the m an-killing speed­
up. That is why he has solidified 
his centralized bureaucratic 
power, imposed severe restric­
tions on the local unions and 
taken away the ir r ig h t to 
strike.

We w ill have much more to 
say on the question o f Reuther’s 
proposal in the weeks to come. 
We suggest tha t rank-and-file 
auto workers approach i t  w ith 
utmost caution and discuss i t  
thoroughly. Beware of a pig-in- 
a-poke.

i ta lis t newspapers here have suc­
ceeded pre tty  effectively in help­
ing  to suppress a ll inform ation 
about the candidates fo r Mayor 
running against the ir choice, 
Louis G. M iriam , who is also the 
choice of B ig Business.

The three dailies a ll complain 
ed ito ria lly  about the public’s 
“ apathy”  toward the m ayoralty 
campaign. But they themselves 
foster tha t “ apathy”  by system­
a tica lly  excluding from  the r 
news columns inform ation about 
what M iria n i’s opponents arc 
doing and saying.

A g la ring  example:
One o f the hottest issues in 

this campaign is the movement 
o f the Negro community to win 
some representation on the Com­
mon Council. M irian i is., com­
pletely and resolutely mum on 
this issue.

Sarah Lovell, the socialist 
candidate, has, like the Socialist 
W orkers Party, taken a strong 
stand in favor o f Negro rep­
resentation. What is more, she 
¡has given Critical support to 
W illiam  T. Patrick, Jr., a rep- 

I resentative o f the Negro com­
munity running fo r Council, and, 
is campaigning actively to  he lp1 
elect, him.

By a il journa lis tic  standards, 
th is  is real news. B u t a ll three 
dailies refuse to p r in t a single 
word about it .

A  few  years ago, when a so­
c ia lis t candidate fo r  Mayor com­
plained to the papers about their 
b lackout on his campaign, one 
o f them told him:

“ Do something sensational,! 
and we’ll report it . ”

“ Like w hat?”  he asked.
“ Like jum ping o ff  the bridge 

a t Belle Isle. We’ll even p rin t a 
picture i f  you’l l  te ll us in ad­
vance.”

The only hole in the paper j  
curta in since th is  years f ilin g  
date was a few paragraphs in 
W. K . Kelsey’s column. The 
Commentator, in the Aug. 15 
D etro it News.

w orth  rep rin ting  in fu ll.  Here 
i t  is:

“ Sarah Lovell wishes the peo­
ple o f D e tro it to know th a t she 
is running fo r  mayor. Also she 
is running openly as a partisan. 
She is a Socialist, and has the I 
indorsement o f the Socialist 
Workers Party.

“  ‘Labor and its  allies, rep­
resenting the m a jo rity  o f the 

I population, have the power, the I 
r ig h t and the duty to govern 
D etro it,’ she says. This the 
Commentator believes. I t  would 
be hard to convince him tha t, 
labor and its  allies do not now j 
govern D etroit. Much depends 
on what one considers ‘labor.’

“ Mrs. Lovell th inks the top 
c ity  o ffic ia ls  are overpaid. ‘The 
salaries o f the Mayor and Com­
mon Council should be cut to 
the average wage o f a skilled 
•worker,’ she says. ‘I f  they had 
to livie on that, maybe they 
wouldn’t  find  i t  so easy to fo rge t 
the problems workers face.’

“ True; hu t i t  m ight be hard 
to find  candidates as devoted as 
Mrs. Lovell, who would serve as 
M ayor fo r  the wages of a proof­
reader, which she is.”


